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EDITORIAL 
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As usual many thanks to all the 
contributors—there wouldn't be a 
magazine without you! 
 
It’s always a bit of a nightmare at 
the closing date, wondering whether 
I’ll have too much copy or not 

enough… obviously the latter is far 
worse. I can and do put late copy 
into the next magazine, so if anyone 
I contacted for this issue still has 
something to say please send me 
your article and I can put it in the 
June issue. 
 
You will see that there are some 
important issues being debated at 
the ACTC on Tour meetings. The 
findings so far are noted by Carl, Bill 
and Chris in this issue. I am sure 
they would be very grateful for any 
comments/ideas from members who 
have not yet contributed to this 
important initiative. Comments can 
be sent directly to them or to me on 
pat@toulmin.info and I will forward 
to them. The future of our sport is 
important, as I am sure you 
realise…. 
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CHAIRMAN’s CHAT 
 

T here have been two ACTC on 
Tour meetings, one in Stroud 
and one in Launceston, both 
were well attended, although 

some attendees were disappointed with 
the confusion around the second 
meeting that the ACTC didn’t have an 
agenda slot. 
 
Even so a number of important Classic 
Trials specific discussion points were 
raised. 
 
One of the main points raised, and 
which I feel would be productive to 
introduce at the April ACTC meeting, 
was the resurrection of the Class 
Representatives. This was an initiative 
that Giles tried to get off the ground, but 
for some reason it lost steam and fell by 
the wayside. There is also now the 
future possibility of looking to 
incorporate this into the formation of an 
ACTC competitors Club, which would 
give competitors a direct voice at ACTC 
meetings , and maybe also allow us to 
take advantage of the new Motorsport 
UK initiative of running championships 
under a Clubmans permit, though this 
does require a lot more work and a good 
amount of new governance structure in 
forming a new club. 
 
Class Structure was also discussed at 
both meetings. It was felt that any 
changes to the current structure 
shouldn’t exclude current competitors, 
but that Classes as they currently stand 
do not encourage new entries, nor 
entries in more current or ‘standard’ 
machinery. 
 
This seems to warrant a more formal 
discussion proposal at the April meeting. 
 
I am keen to promote a fuller 
understanding of the governance 
structure within Classic Trials. To this 

end I presented the diagram a) below 
which seems to be the majority 
understanding of how Classic Trials are 
governed. Whereas in fact the 
governance structure is best 
represented by diagram b) Where the 
ACTC are merely the facilitators of the 
Clubs democratic voting system. 
 
Diagram A: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Diagram B: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cheers,  
Carl 
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Bike Bits and Stuff 
 
 

S o here we all are slowly 
getting into the trials 
season with a few good 
events under our belts 

already. I could say “under our 
waterproofs already” but with the 
“Weather Gods” being on our side, 
the normal soakings are few and far 
between. 
 
I’ve had a good start to the year 
with some pleasing results and 
more importantly a chance to chat 
to many riders about the 2 and 3 
wheel trialling scene. Getting your 
opinions on how Classic Trials are 
progressing, the present regs, and if 
you feel they need tweaking, and 
the future of the sport. After all it’s 
you out there, stood on the pegs 
that are the most important people 
to the sport. 
 
We’ve also had a couple of ACTC 
on Tour meetings. Again a chance 
to meet new people and chat.  
 
So how do we stand? Trials entries 
are generally dropping in all 2,3 and 
4 wheel classes and as a group with 
have to turn this around. On 2 
wheels main issue is the confusion 
of the wheel base rule. What is 
allowed in class and why it appears 
we run different rules to the ACU 
Trailbike Championship. Do we as a 
collective of clubs push to drop the 
wheelbase limits and adopt a 
minimum seat height regulation to 
keep the “modern tricky dicky” one 
day trials bikes out. Trials’ bikes 
being classed as a machine having 
a seat lower than 700mm. A lot 

easier for the scrutinisers to check 
too. 
 
On 3 wheels, the main bone of 
contention is the nose cone 
regulation. The clubs that allow 
enduro outfits to run, (with correct 
tyres) get more entries and this 
could be the way forward. Most of 
the chair guys say the nose cone is 
only there for the “ traditional look” 
of an outfit and designed for one 
day light weight outfits. I tend to 
agree and think the reg should be 
relaxed so get us more outfits on 
the hills. After all they are extremely 
entertaining to watch. 
 
4 wheels? Well quads are getting 
very popular in the leisure market, a 
few events have run a quad class 
and they are well represented! This 
could be something as clubs you 
could be looking into. I’m 
considering the idea for next years 
Exmoor Trial!  
 
If anyone has any views on the 
above I’d love to hear them so ring 
me or send me an email. 
 
Until the next trial for me I’ve got 
lots of garage time booked, having 
picked up a lovely original 1963 
BSA C15 T.  
 
Hopefully in a few months time it’ll 
be up and running and giving me 
some fun on the hills. Will be a little 
different to my Sherco X Ride!! 
 
Keep those feet up and see you all 
around . 
 

Chris Barham 
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Bill’s Bits  
 

H ere we go again and once 
again I’m rushing to keep 
the Editor happy with 
copy. What with driving 

down to Launceston to attend what 
we thought was going to be a 
meeting to find out how ACTC can 
help Clubs expand the trials scene, 
but which in fact turned out to be 
quite different. On returning home 
we then used Saturday marshalling 
on the Stroud & District MC Syde 
trial which went well and where the 
weather gods looked down kindly 
on us. Time just slips away! 
 
We (ACTC) have attended two 
meetings now, one at Stroud and 
the other at Launceston, one thing 
which is very clear is that the trials 
world is not as fit and healthy as we 
all would like it to be. Entry numbers 
are dropping and that is putting 
financial strain on the organising 
clubs. There also seems to be a 
shortage of marshals which poses 
another threat to our sport. 
Marshals give up their time for free 
and not only that pay their own 
travelling costs, etc., so that 
entrants can enjoy a good day’s 
sport. Perhaps we need to consider 
how we can make marshalling more 
rewarding? 
 
One thing which I find difficult to 
understand is that it seems Clubs 
are wanting to do their own thing 
when it comes to rules and regs for 
their events. I know this stems from 
some rule changes which were 
voted in recently and not accepted 
by all, but from a competitor’s point 

of view how should we prepare our 
vehicles and what insurance do we 
need to have? Do we really think 
that splintering off and doing our 
own thing is the best way of getting 
more entries? By all means do 
whatever you can legally to 
persuade people to vote the way 
you would prefer, but once the vote 
has been made we have to go with 
the majority, That’s democracy, the 
alternative to democracy is I think 
quite scary and probably 
unsustainable.  
 
I have received one completed 
nomination form for the election of 
the 2019 ACTC Officers and I 
understand there is another one 
being completed. This still leaves a 
lot of jobs vacant, how about 
helping the sport by volunteering? 
Remember, it’s so much easier 
being a critic than being a fixer. 
After all, a critic only has to speak 
(or write), whereas a fixer has to 
help find solutions. 
 
On another subject, four of us have 
volunteered to marshal on Hoskin 
for this year’s Land’s End trial, we 
obviously need at least four more 
helpers if not six, so if you are free 
this Easter and would like to spend 
some nice time in the countryside in 
pleasant company and with a 
ringside position on one of the best 
hills, email me on bill@bennett-
group.co.uk and come and join us! I 
hope all those who have entered 
the Land’s End Trial have a great 
trial and that the weather is kinder 
to you (and us) than last year. 
 

Bill Bennett 
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The Exeter 2019 and 00000-
0h’s by Brian Osborn 
 

T his year’s Exeter Trial was 
blessed with cool but dry 
weather that resulted in a 
challenging and enjoyable 

event. That has not always been the 
case in the 11 years since my MGB 
relaxed from ‘proper’ trialling and semi-
retired to class 0, so to speak. During 
that time class 0 has developed from a 
fairly gentle event for the older cars and 
fogies to a challenging and demanding 
class of its own. This year’s Exeter had 
a class 0 entry of 47, 14 bikes and 33 
cars, of which 5 were non-starters. 
 
Not sure of the timing of the main trial at 
Haynes but our arrival at Haynes was 
just after 1 am and well ahead of our 
signing-in time, but we met with a long 
queue for scrutineering and we only just 
signed in on time, a point worth 
returning to in NotW to consider the 
point raised by a class R entrant 
regarding start times. Perhaps we 
should sign-on first then get 
scrutineered. 
 
We – Tony Lake, me and MGB, 
departed on time which for us as 
number 543 was 2.43am, towards the 
end of the field of 48. The first 
challenge, which was shared with class 
R was Windwhistle Hill and Test. The 
hill is a straightforward steep tarmac 
lane that can be slippery with the 
potential of a rollback on restart which 
depends much on the marshal’s 
eyesight under lamplight in the dark. 
This was followed by a test in the usual 
MCC format of astride A, all over B, 
back all over B, stop astride C. From the 
provisional results it looks as if FTD in 
class 0 here was 540, N. East, Suzuki 
(GFV2000) with 16.6 seconds. Well 
done. 
 
Next up was Redscript the only section 
that we shared with the main trial, which 
although it appeared that we were 

following with a reasonable time gap 
caused us our only delay. The 
Yarcombe Holding Control was really 
only suitable for about 6 cars, so we 
were queuing on a main road with 
double white lines, which was probably 
illegal, as it was for the following class R 
and other traffic that had to overtake us. 
Not good! However, after a delay of 
some 35 minutes we were let go to a 
section that was a steep and bumpy 
track and a bit long, hence the slow 
going. We managed a clear as did all 
the class 0 cars, a nice opener despite 
the delay. 
 
On to Musbury Control, now 17 minutes 
late and then Emmett’s Lane which is a 
shortish but rocky & bumpy track just off 
the main road. No stoppers for class 0 
cars here. Gatcombe Lane was a lot 
more challenging - steep and rocky and 
a lot rougher than last year, even so it 
only claimed one car, our only FWD 
entry, the Ka. OS 5 Jobbles Lane was 
steep but not very rough, all cars clear. 
Now 3 minutes late. Stewarts Hill is a 
short and steep section that finishes on 
the road, so had to be carefully 
marshalled. Again all 0 cars cleared. 
Now 9 minutes late. Then on to Pin Hill 
with a restart, a smooth, steep tarmaced 
County Highway again shared with class 
R. Only one rollback for the 0s. Now 14 
minutes late. Sandy Lane was another 
fairly easy and not very rough section, 
only one fail here from the FWD. Then 
on to Core Hill observed test shared 
with the main lot. Class 0 FTD was 
again No. 540 with 17.3 secs, giving him 
a total of 33.9 which was the fastest in 
class and beating next fastest - Jon 
Laver (MGB) with 38.3. We were now 9 
mins early. So we parked up slowly and 
signed on at Crealy on time for 
breakfast. 
 
We left Crealy on time, but took the non-
motorway route, as I needed to re-fuel 
away from the M5 services, which 
probably delayed us a bit as we were 
then five minutes late at Windout, also 
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shared with the Rs. This is a fun 
challenging tarmac hill with a ford just 
before the start line to wet the tyres, 
after a very short run there follows a 
very steep sharp RH bend followed 
immediately by a sharp LH bend. 
 
The restart is usually on one of the 
bends and so it was this time. In the 
past in the 90s when used on the main 
trial route it has been known to have two 
restarts, one on each bend, very 
devious! I lost my only Exeter Gold here 
with a rollback, or so the results said. 
Anyway, I reminisce. We got away this 
time after a lot of wheelspin, so all was 
well. Surprisingly there was only one 
failure and one DNS here for the 0s. 
The route then headed us towards 
Fingle and on the way we went past 
what must have been most of the cars in 
the Main Trial in a holding control. 
Apparently a lot of the bikers were 
falling off on Tillerton that caused a big 
delay. No problem for us though! We 
arrived at Fingle still 5 mins late, but 
then arrived at our section just down the 
Teign Valley a bit - Hitchcome, some 
two mins early - very strange. This is not 
one of my favourite sections, it is a 
firebreak PCT type of section that can 
vary over the day. Early runners have to 
burn off the leaf mould just on or after 
the start giving little grip to get going. In 
the event five class 0 cars failed here. 
Fortunately, although now slightly early 
we were a late runner and were ok this 
time. 
 
On then to the noise test which although 
only had a very short queue of two bikes 
and two cars held us up so that we 
reached Pepperdon some 18 mins late. 
This is another class 0 & R hill, again 
narrow, steep, slippery tarmac, normally 
not a problem, but this year a lot more 
slippery than usual. Only one stopper 
here. 
 
On via Mortonhampstead and 
Bickington to Ilsington for our coffee 
stop (arriving 15 mins late). Here I must 

say that the pasties and cakes seem to 
get better every year! Yum, Yum.  After 
a bit of delay at Donkey Trot we were let 
loose on what is my least favourite 
section, probably because I have yet to 
clear it. And so it was this year – fail, 
near the top, but still a fail. Reversed 
down to the start and head roadwards. 
 
The section is very short and is an 
agricultural bye pass between two 
roads. It is muddy, steep and has a 
rocky outcrop just before the section 
ends which is the road, so it needs 
careful marshalling. It has been used on 
the Torbay Trial in the past and was 
deemed suitable for class 0 a few years 
ago to relieve us joining the Simms 
queue on our way to Penhale’s. It looks 
as if of the 28 class 0 that attempted it, 
14 cleared it (a lot more than usual) and 
14 failed, so it was the class 0 ‘Medal’ 
hill so to speak. Michael Leete (VW), 
Neil Bray (Escort) and Jon Laver (MGB) 
were some of our usual Tinners that 
were clear. That left a nice drive to 
Teignmouth with no road closures or 
roadworks this time and along the coast 
road to the turn off for Stokeinteignhead 
and French’s arriving 32 mins late. This 
is a very rough track with bends that 
would fit well with the main trial. 
However, we have done it for a few 
years now and although being, as I said, 
very rough I have always enjoyed it and 
cleared it, as did all but three of us this 
year. It is a great challenging section 
and probably the highlight of our trial. 
 
Thence to the finish in Torquay to arrive 
some 20 mins late. Park up, sign-in, and 
head to the bar for a welcome chat with 
some old acquaintances. I say ‘old’ not 
necessarily in age although some of us 
are getting a bit ancient. But this is the 
30th year of me and my MGB doing the 
MCC trials. Not the 30th Anniversary as 
that would be counted from the Land’s 
End of 1990. In those days there were 
more MGs out to play, mainly pre-war 
and Midgets. Now I am delighted to see 
several MGBs out. In fact, of the 17 
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MGs entered this year there were two 
Bs in the main, two in 0 and one in R. 
So, really well done one and all. Even 
so, I think that No 542, the MGB of Jon 
Laver which was the Best Car in class 0 
with a Tin medal and fast times was our 
champion. So – well deserved and 
special congratulations Chairman 
Jonathan. 
 
 

The Provisional Results show that there 
were nine BH Tin and one Tin from a 
Crealy starter. There were 12 Copper 
awards including us. So - not all 
Donkey Trotters got a Tin, a surprise. 
The Crealy start sounds a good idea 
until one realises that it is only half a 
trial for the same money, not sure it will 
catch on in that format. We had three in 
class 0. All in all a very enjoyable event, 
our thanks to all involved. 

The Exeter Trial 2019 by 
Peter Mountain, passenger in 
Suzuki X90 No 84 
 

M y son Jim and I had already 
entered the Dellow in the 
Exeter with Jim driving and 
the car was prepared. Then 

Rob Wells phoned me to say he had 
just bought a Suzuki X90 for spares, but 
he had looked it over carefully finding it 
was fully trials prepared and far too 
good to break up with just a few dents 
marring its appearance. As my BMW 
had died earlier in the year from 
excessive rot around the suspension 
pick up points, he thought that a 
competitive closed car might suit my 
needs for a cold and possibly wet 
Exeter. I had found that all my 
waterproof clothing had ceased to be 
watertight on the Edinburgh Trial, even 
the Barbour hat. 
 
Rob carried out a couple of important 
modifications for me and I collected the 
car from him on 17th December. That 
same evening, I managed to damage 
my knee and could not walk without a 
stick and certainly could not get in or 
out of a doorless Dellow. 
 
Simon Woodall was informed of the 
change of car in time for the insurers, it 
just remained to prepare the Suzuki. 
Basic preparation was carried out by 
Jim and to a lesser extent me, oil 
change, paint wheels, mend puncture, 

fit spot lights and interior light, etc. and 
it was finished the day before the trial. I 
forgot to mention the chore of changing 
the spark plugs, including taking off the 
air inlet hose to get to two of them; fairly 
modern cars are so much more 
complicated than 1950s cars! One 
benefit of a fairly modern car is not 
having to take AF & Whitworth tools as 
well as metric in the toolkit. 
 
We set off for Popham, able to use the 
M25 and M3 rather than the Dellow 
route avoiding motorways and arrived 
nearly an hour sooner than normal and 
still warm. We had an uneventful trip to 
Haynes and Jim managed to get a 
respectable time on the Stepps Lane 
Observed Test. 
 
The good road manners of the Suzuki 
compared with the Dellow meant we 
had time in hand, and we fuelled up in 
Sparkford before scrutineering at 
Haynes where we met up with many old 
friends including Morgan crews, who 
were thankful for class R where they 
can compete without damaging their 
cars. 
 
Within a few miles of leaving Sparkford 
the engine began to misfire, so we 
pulled into the closed but lit Tesco 
garage in Yeovil to check the car and 
ended up changing the spark plugs 
again, an even more fiddly job in the 
dark & cold. Pressing on we found that 
the spark plugs were not at fault, the car 
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continued to misfire until we filled up 
with petrol again. The problem must 
have been water or some other 
contaminant in the petrol that we bought 
at Sparkford. 
 
Redscrip and Underdown sections were 
no problem but on Norman’s Hump we 
found that the driving style required for 
the Suzuki is totally different to that 
required for the Dellow. With the Dellow 
you steer around the rocks and ruts and 
simply drive up fairly fast. Not so with 
the Suzuki, you have to ignore the 
possibility of damaging the car and go 
for it, even if the car cannot be steered 
accurately and goes where it decides it 
will. We did not get up the top part of 
Norman’s Hump. 
 
Clinton was much better, but on 
Waterloo we did not have enough speed 
to get far past the first tight right-hand 
corner. Waterloo is much easier in the 
Dellow due to its better power to weight 
ration and narrowness. Stretes and 
Passaford Lane were cleaned but my 
driver had a moment on the Core Hill 
Observed test where he slowed down in 
time then overran the line. 
 
Breakfast at Crealy Park was welcome, 
then on to the holding control after the 
two Kingswell sections had been 
cancelled. The marshal at the holding 
control by the A30 had an unenviable 
job trying to stack so many cars in a 
very limited space. When we got to the 
queue before Tillerton there were still 
more than 20 bikes waiting, the hill was 
causing them much grief. The situation 
could not have been helped by a total 
lack of mobile phone signal at the start 
of the hill. When our turn came we ran 
out of grip and hope of a medal was 
gone. Our spirits rose when we got to 
the hairpins on Fingle, these are always 
fun. 
 
Wooston Steep is much easier in class 
5 than it was in class 8 where I have 
only managed to get up the old class 6, 
7 & 8 right-hand route once. On the left-

hand route past the section ends board I 
dislike the sheer drop on the left where I 
was asking Jim to drive further away 
from it. The noise test result was nearly 
15dbs less than with the Dellow. 
 
Tea at Ilsington was welcome and we 
went on to fail Simms because the front 
end jumped and the car steered across 
the hill, but maybe the power is not 
enough because the only class 5 car to 
get up Simms was Stephen Kingstone’s 
Midget – Congratulations, that splendid 
climb is captured on YouTube. I think I 
would have been upset by the class 8 
restart position if we had been in the 
Dellow, much too far up the hill, 
congratulations to Mike Pearson for 
getting his Dellow Replica off that restart 
and up to the top. 
 
Tipley was too slippery for us but we 
ended on a high note by storming up 
Slippery Sam. There is almost no red 
mud at the top, has the track been 
drained or has there been much less 
rainfall? 
 
We did not go to the Club Supper but 
ate at our hotel in Babbacombe. After 20 
plus hours in a warm car the hotel 
seemed quite cold at first, but a few 
beers soon sorted that out. Jim must 
have been shattered because he had to 
do all the tyre pressures and even the 
gates on the escape road from Waterloo 
because of my temporary lack of 
mobility, but he still went off to find a 
pub that was showing the Arsenal match 
on TV. 
 
Our run home was done in about an 
hour less that it would have been in the 
Dellow and we were still warm. Apart 
from the petrol contaminant the Suzuki 
ran faultlessly, even so the To-Do list is 
quite comprehensive.  
 
When you are in a warm closed car you 
really do appreciate the work done by 
the marshals, especially on the cold 
night sections. 
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Exeter Trial in a class 3 BMW 
Compact by Brian Hampson 
 

A fter this BMW’s inaugural 
outing on the Edinburgh Trial 
and the steep learning curve 
with a new vehicle, I’d been 

trying to reduce the weight of the car, as 
getting 2 tons (2000kgs, with no ballast 
on board) up a section is a tall order! 
 
Since then, having overcome the 
traction control issues, we’d had some 
fun on a couple of one day trials, but 
whilst replacing the BMW seats (which 
each weigh 28 kgs) with some 12kg 
Toyota offerings and stripping off all the 
air conditioning system was going in the 
right direction, the car was still 
desperately heavy, but we set off to 
Okehampton in convoy with Dave 
Turner in his Z3, ready for the night and 
day ahead. 
 
At Betty Cottles Inn, my passenger Phil, 
who’s rebuilding a GP 2 Rally Avenger, 
was commiserating with Lester Keat 
over the difficulty in sourcing Avenger 
spares, whilst I was chatting to Neil 
Christie who also trials an E46 BMW 
Compact. Fellow Exmouth resident Phil 
Parker and his son Aidan arrived as we 
went off into the cold dry night. 
 
We completed the Haske Observed 
Test with no drama and somehow were 
first car to arrive at the Total Triumph 
Control in Wellington - apparently six 
bikes were yet to show up, but in view of 
the icy conditions, maybe they had 
decided to ‘non-start’ and I wouldn’t 
blame them! 
 
On to Haynes and the very efficient 
scrutineering operation, followed by the 
first breakfast of the night. We met up 
with good friend Barrie Parker in his 
class 6 MR2, we were planning to run 
together - he being almost last from 
Popham and we being almost first from 
Okehampton. 
 

Another Exmouth BMW driver, Rob 
Holden was there and his dad Mike, 
who was competing on a Yamaha , both 
in class 0. Graham Sweetland (who we 
had last seen marshalling on the 
Edinburgh) was looking forward to a 
good result in his class 6 Beetle. 
 
Our start time of 01.57 came and off we 
went to the Yarcombe holding control 
which seemed to work very efficiently. 
Redscrip Section was cleaned by 
everyone, but at least got you into the 
right mood!  
 
Across the road to Underdown where 
there was an ominous queue down 
through the woods - had the section 
layout been altered and was now a 
‘stopper’? - no, I understand that the 
2CV had struggled with the hill.  
 
And so via Musberry Garage to 
Norman’s Hump. Now last year, we had 
come to a stop in the ‘ditch’ on the right 
at the top of the section and spent some 
time in the queue deliberating how to 
avoid a repetition. We decided that 
‘straddling’ it would be the plan, but as it 
turned out, it would have been nice to 
get that far! We came to a halt with 
wheels looking for grip about halfway up 
the second half of the section. Looking 
at the results, in class 3, only one BMW 
(Simon Fairbanks) cleaned it together 
with all the Escorts and Lester’s 
Avenger.  
 
And so to Clinton with a fresh 
determination! It was going to be ‘all or 
nothing’ and I’m pleased to say that it 
was ‘all’, although I see that in class 3 it 
stopped an Escort and two BMWs, 
(including Simons BMW that had 
cleaned Norman’s Hump), plus a 
number of class 4,5 & 6 cars. 
 
Over the road, down the hill and up to 
Waterloo to meet Celia Walton as start 
marshal. I think that we have cleaned 
Waterloo every time for the last 8 years, 
so were fairly confident, but not this time 
- turned right through the gate and 
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ground to a halt with wheels spinning - 
again only Simon’s BMW cleaned it - 
clearly not a night for German 
machinery or could be something to do 
with Brexit? 
 
Onwards to Stretes, which again had an 
ominous queue and then Dennis 
Greenslade’s Beetle battery was flat and 
no one had a booster pack, but moving 
a few cars back down the slope gave 
enough space for a ‘bump start’ in 
reverse. I believe that it was the 2CV 
that had struggled on the hill and I was 
beginning to know how he felt! 
 
Through the woods to Core Hill Test and 
on to the only restart of the trial for 
classes 3,4 & 5. Now last year, this 
restart proved costly for some (I recall 
that Sticker Martin broke a driveshaft on 
his Escort) but this year it was just 
seven rolled back in classes 4 & 5. 
 
And so to Crealey Park for breakfast, 
although there was no rest for me, as 
since Clinton there had been an 
increasingly loud ‘rattle’ from the driver’s 
side front suspension (which I’ve had off 
the car three or four times in recent 
months, as I have slowly raised the ride 
height) and I suspected that something 
was coming loose! 
 
I jacked up the car (with a couple of 
spare wheels under the sill) to 
investigate. The good news was that 
everything that I’d touched in recent 
months was still tight, but the bad news 
was that two bolts holding the lower 
suspension arm to the body were only 
finger tight! I guess that sometime in the 
car’s life, that arm had been replaced 
and not tightened properly. So, I did it 
up as tightly as I could and then got 
some ‘young muscle’ (Rob Holden) to 
give it a final tweak. I did have time for a 
cool coffee and a croissant together with 
some fruit, so I was feeling good and 
ready for the second half. 
 

Kingswell 1 & 2 had been cancelled 
(shame, although the smell of the mud 
from Kingswell 2 would not be missed!)  
 
Tillerton was obviously causing 
problems and a lone marshal was doing 
a wonderful job of organising an 
impromptu holding control on the verge 
opposite the Woodleigh Coach House. 
We were there for quite a while (45 
minutes?) and eventually moved on 
towards Tillerton where we queued 
down the hill nervously awaiting our 
turn. We’ve cleaned Tillerton in the past 
with my old red BMW, although we had 
failed it last year and made a note to 
ATTACK IT! 
 
This we did and almost got to the 
restart! As we reversed down the start 
marshal remarked that from the way we 
had set off, he was certain that we 
would clean it. Once again, I see that it 
stopped every class 3 BMW, plus a lot 
of classes 4 & 5 and some class 6. 
 
A nice run over to Fingle Hill and on up 
the zig zags - I fancy that the section is 
getting rougher - although it might just 
be the appalling lack of grip from this 
new car! 
 
And so to Wooston Steep, where 
although we had cleaned it last year, we 
did have a ‘moment’ in the ‘gloup’ where 
the section goes left just beyond the 
restart and had made a note for ‘more 
beans required’ - which in this car we 
would certainly need! I’m pleased to 
report that a generous helping was 
applied successfully. 
 
We have never recorded such a low 
reading on the noise test - we still have 
the standard exhaust and I think we 
peaked at 87 decibels!   
 
We had been running Maxxis MA 751 
tyres on the rear and Nankank FT7s on 
the front, since the demise of Khumo 
KL78s and as we got to the Ilsington 
Control, I decided to do a front / rear 
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wheel swop, just to see if it would help 
the lack of grip. This was duly done 
whilst my cup of tea and sausage roll 
cooled considerably and my son with his 
family came to see how we were getting 
on. (As it was his wife’s birthday on 
Friday 4th January and eldest 
daughter’s birthday on Saturday 5th 
January, he had wisely played the family 
card, in favour of coming out to play in 
dad’s trials car!)  
 
They headed down the lane to Simms 
and were apparently stood half way up 
the hill. We gave it everything and made 
it about halfway up, which my 5-year old 
granddaughter seemed very pleased 
with, as she thought that we had 
stopped level with her in honour her 
birthday! It looks as though about 10% 
of the cars were successful and once 
again in class 3, none of the BMWs 
cleaned it. 
 
Tipley Hill was another section that we 
‘attacked’, but to no avail - just shy of the 
restart was as far as we got. 
Coincidentally, I met the farmer who 
lives at the top of Tipley at a charity 
dinner the following week and he 

laughed at us trying to drive up the hill in 
two-wheel drive cars, as he said that he 
wouldn’t risk taking his Land Rover 
Defender down it! 
 
And finally to Slippery Sam, which I don’t 
think that I’ve seen in daylight before, 
although we’ve always cleaned it - but 
not this year - still it saved the ‘red 
mudbath’ to exit the section! Then it was 
over to the Riviera Centre and sign off, 
we were only about an hour late after 
delays caused by failures (including us!), 
although I understand that the delays 
increased as the day went on. 
 
A massive thanks to all the organisers 
and marshals on what was a cold night - 
they all seemed cheerful which is always 
encouraging! 
 
Having been ‘seduced’ by the torque of 
the 6-cylinder BMW engine and still very 
much ‘smitten’ by its power, I can feel a 
‘separation’ in the relationship 
approaching, as whilst she’s wonderful 
on the road, she’s a nightmare on the 
rough! 
 

Brian on Clinton 
(Photo by Dave Cook) 
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Exeter Trial on 
Simms  

 

by Duncan 
Stephens 

 
 
 
 
 

Andrew Martin & Fiona Ellis, 
Ford Escort 

 
 
Bob Blackman & Lee Peck, 
MG Arkley 

 
 
 

Ian & Alan Cundy,  
VW Golf 
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The Longest Exeter by Tony 
Branson 
 

W ell it was for us. We realised 
with the Cirencester starters 
being the last to depart 
some delays were to be 

expected but perhaps not to the degree 
that occurred. 
 
We had made a deal with the ‘Clerk of 
the Weather’ that we would be happy to 
trade 5 degrees for an absence of rain. 
I’m glad to say the deal was honoured. 
We met my son Hal at the start and 
helped him push start the other Marlin. I 
used to be a fan of the night drive but 
am less so now. This was not made 
better by the road signs either being 
filthy or obscured by trees (or both) so 
we indulged in a bit of grumpy old man 
banter around the fact that the transport 
minister’s name rhymes with a lack of 
success. 
 
We arrived at Haynes in good time and 
joined the queue for scrutineering, this 
achieved we had plenty of time for a 
bacon bap. A quick fettle of the rear 
exhaust mounting and a catnap. 
Section 1 Redscrip was substituted for 
Classic Canes last year and was 
previously a class 0 hill. It’s not 
particularly steep but was quite rough 
with some deep ruts. We cleaned this 
without letting the tyres down. The 
descent to Underdown is harder than 
the section itself which apart from a tight 
left hander is pretty straightforward. 
 
We were a bit slow at Musbury garage 
and Hal and several other cars got 
ahead of us, when we got to Norman’s 
Hump there was a queue. I assumed it 
was just a few cars as I couldn’t 
remember quite how far it was to the 
start. As it turned out the queue went on 
and on and what’s more didn’t move for 
a long time. It seems that the rescue 
tractor had fallen off then edge of the 
section and had to be rescued itself. 

Once we did eventually get moving I 
was surprised to see several cars come 
down to the start having failed to reach 
the cross track. I let a bit more air out of 
the tyres which was probably a mistake. 
When our turn came we had little 
difficulty with lower part and left the 
restart easily and powered to the 
summit. I gather some found the upper 
section very slippery but we had no 
trouble with it.  
 
Clinton seemed straight forward but we 
found Hal at the top with a puncture. He 
was struggling a bit with the jack and 
another competitor came to the rescue 
with a trolley jack (in exchange for a 
push start) Having helped Hal with his 
puncture we discovered we had one of 
our own perhaps as a result of the 
pressure lowering before Norman’s. 
 
Waterloo was cleared without problems 
however my attempts at inflating the 
tyres were somewhat thwarted by the 
pump not being connected to the 
inflation system. Having eventually 
persuaded some air into the tyres we 
made our way to Stretes which we 
completed on road pressures. The long 
road across the top of the escarpment 
has a vicious gulley along the left side 
that I have slipped into in the past. As 
we proceeded along this we were 
confronted by a Silver Skoda estate 
driven towards us at some speed the 
driver clearly felt that I would move to 
the left to allow him/her to pass without 
them deviating from the middle of the 
road. Because of the gulley I held my 
ground and the Skoda had to stop and 
we passed safely very slow and close. I 
raised my hand in thanks I don’t think I 
have mastered manual irony, so they 
are probably unaware of what I feel 
about them. Such resentment increased 
when a little further down the road we 
came across Hal in the gulley, having 
moved over to give the Skoda plenty of 
room. Hal was pulled out by the Fiat 
Panda closing car and we continued to 
the Core Hill special test. 
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Passaford Lane had a restart for some 
of the lower classes with a huge hole 
which we bounced through. 
 
We decided to give the Crealy Park 
breakfast a miss in order to fit a tube to 
one of the punctured tyres. I don’t know 
if I have lost the knack with the Stenor 
but the bead breaking took a lot more 
effort and time than I expected along 
with a lot of questioning of the marital 
status of the tyre and bead breaker’s 
parents. We were sorry to hear of the 
cancellation of the Kingswell sections 
which have proved very entertaining in 
the past. I don’t know if the cancellation 
of the Tillerton restart was announced 
then but the news did not reach me. We 
were released from Crealy after 15 
minutes extra due to delays on the way 
to Tillerton. Despite this we joined a 
large group of cars at the holding control 
at the Coach House. Eventually the 
marshal started to let cars go but it was 
nearly 2 hours until our turn came.  
 
I had heard rumours about the Tillerton 
restart but still uncertain I approached 
the section with caution and proceeded 
steadily to ‘section ends’ the smoothest 
ascent of Tillerton I have ever done. 
 
Fingle is always fun, I can never 
remember how many corners there are 
but it’s always more than I think. Last 
year I overdid the right foot on the 
Wooston restart and hardly moved, this 
year a combination of restraint and good 
bouncing saw us to the top of the 
section. 
 
It was beginning to get dark as we 
approached Simms. We saw Hal leave 
the start line and after a long wait he 
came back down. He obviously had a 
problem as he wasn’t able to go up the 
escape road. It turned out that his 
throttle cable had snapped within sight 
of the section end. We had our attempt 
and ran out of grip in almost exactly the 
same place. Fortunately I had a spare 
cable and we were both soon at the 
Lenda Lane holding control. The wait 

there seemed to be forever, it certainly 
approached an hour. Eventually our turn 
came but we had to wait a further 15 
minutes while the previous car was 
manhandled off the section having 
stopped with a ‘problem’  
 
I decided to take the hill slowly in first 
rather than fast in second to avoid 
damage. This nearly proved our 
downfall as we didn’t really have enough 
momentum to get over the class 8 
restart slab. However with a lot of revs, 
wheelspin and bouncing we got over 
that and picked our way carefully to the 
finish. I’m not sure which is worse, 
Tipley up or Tipley down. At the bottom 
we waited for Hal who had cleared the 
section but got a puncture. So on to 
Slippery Sam where we struggled to 
get to the top of the restart box but once 
there had no trouble in getting away.  
 
We eventually signed off at about 
7.00pm nearly 3 hours after our 
scheduled time, hence the ‘longest 
Exeter’ title. The provisional results 
showed no class 7 golds and Hal as the 
best in class, sadly the revisions for the 
final results gave 2 golds and a new 
class winner but we were still very 
satisfied with our performance. It was 
without doubt a tough event and our 
admiration and thanks go out to all the 
stalwart folk who stayed out on the 
sections long past their expected time. 
Delays are a nightmare for trials 
organisers but stuff happens like the 
tractor on Normans and whatever 
caused the hold up on the way to 
Tillerton but one must question the 
wisdom of having a hill like Tipley so 
near the end of the route. Sure, it stops 
quite few, but each failure causes a 
significant delay while the vehicle is 
backed down into a limited space at the 
foot of the hill. A few cars will break and 
getting them off the section is even 
more time consuming. I would rather we 
had got stuck at Kingswell when we 
could have made up some of the delay 
than the wait for Tipley. 
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The Clee Hills Trial – a Dellow 
crew by Hilary Farbowski 
 

N ow seated on a warm, 
comfortable sofa, at home, I 
can truthfully say we had a 
great time on the 2019 Clee 

Hills Trial on 20th January. Pure 
excitement, fun and thorough 
enjoyment, getting back to nature in the 
Shropshire countryside. Yet, when I 
reflect on the trial, I also have a faint 
sense of unease. It’s not because of the 
cold or the wet or the wind or even the 
risk of brambles and thorns, on the more 
overgrown sections, scratching your 
face and eyes. I think it is the fear of 
coming to a standstill on a hill, having to 
reverse, and car and crew becoming 
passengers, as the car starts 
descending backwards, gathering speed 
and, Heaven forbid, rolling. But that’s 
just the idle musings of a navigator. It’s 
never happened to us before and the 
driver is very skilled and experienced…..    
 
Our Clee Hills 2019 started on Saturday 
evening about 6:30p.m. when we left 
home in Cheltenham, in our Mk1 
Dellow, to drive to Ludlow for an 
overnight stop before the trial. Andrew 
had recently had the engine out to find 
and fix oil leaks and he believed all was 
well with the car. We stopped a couple 
of times en route to adjust the 
headlights, which, on full beam, were 
illuminating the trees.  
 
Then, on the Leominster bypass, 
Andrew noticed the clutch slipping and 
feared that somehow, oil had got onto 
the clutch plate. We had been out in the 
Dellow for a shake down run to Gaydon 
and the HRCR Open Day on 12th 
January, after which Andrew had topped 
up the oil as normal. What had 
happened between then and 
Leominster?  
 
We made it to Ludlow, fearing that our 
trial might be over before it started. 

Trying to dispel our despondency, we 
took a stroll through the streets of 
Ludlow, admiring the half-timbered 
buildings and what we could see of 
Ludlow Castle. Had it been daylight, we 
should have been able to admire a view 
of the Clee Hills, to whet our appetites 
for the next day, if we made it that far 
with the car!  
 
Sunday arrived and we were upbeat 
despite the oily clutch plate. After 
scrutineering, we met Neil and Mary 
Rothwell Hughes and Tim Barrington 
and Teresa Curtis, fellow Dellow 
competitors. The weather was cold and 
damp but an improvement on the 
intermittent drizzle of the previous 
evening. A good day’s trialling ahead? 
 
And so, at 09:32, with the clutch plate 
not good but better than we had feared, 
we set off, with rain to keep us 
company. It was misty as we reached 
the first hill – Harton Wood, low cloud 
rolling around the top of the trees, with 
just a glimmer of brightness. Andrew let 
the tyres down to 8 psi – a balancing 
act: let them down enough to improve 
grip, but not too far, in case we got too 
much grip for the clutch to handle. 
Several cars ahead of us seemed to be 
failing Harton Wood, after restarts so we 
wondered about our fate (no restart in 
class 0).   
 
On the hill: very muddy, overgrown 
bushes, holly branches, car sliding 
sideways in ruts, lots of deep mud. We 
made some progress and got as far as 
A and then B onto deep mud topped 
with leaves. Then, in sight of the rescue 
vehicle, we just ran out of grip and no 
amount of jiggling/bouncing got us the 
grip we needed. Andrew turned the 
engine off, and we were going downhill 
backwards. I suppose, we were a bit 
downhearted but ready for the next hill.   
 
Off to Flounders Folly. We waited our 
turn, hearing from some spectators that 
it was really muddy up the hill. And we 
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were off: approach the forest, 90 right, 
90 left, going, going, gone. We only 
made it about 20ft. It was very muddy, 
yet we had cleared this hill in previous 
years. Was it the mud or the clutch 
plate? Or both? We waited in the car 
park for other competitors to come 
through to the start. Then it was off to 
Jenny Wind, so called because lorries 
were once wound up and down the 
slope, presumably to service lime kilns 
somewhere on the hill.  
 
We got to Jenny Wind, which I think is 
the scariest hill on the trial. Miserable 
cold weather and cars in front of us 
having refusals. We set off: muddy, we 
reach 11, 10 but not 9 and we are 
reversing. Never mind the trial hill, the 
exit route was actually really tricky too – 
steep and muddy and we had to drop 
down to first gear just to get to the top, 
as the clutch was slipping too much in 
third and second gear. So, we didn’t 
really feel we were missing out on the 
excitement. Once off the hill, we re-
joined the road and Andrew started to re
-inflate the tyres, got some air in, then 
the foot pump broke. Ho hum. Only six 
miles to the next section, or so we 
thought.  
 
Actually we had a mini sightseeing tour 
after Much Wenlock, looking for the 
correct dip in the road at which to turn 
off. At last successful, we turned right 
and right and on down to Ippikin’s 
Rock, and the hairpin-bended section 
that awaited us. Given the lack of foot 
pump, Andrew now dropped the 
pressures to 10 psi and left them there 
for the rest of the trial. Then, a long run 
up to reach the start of the section and a 
really good run up the hill, until we 
reached the hairpin right, which was our 
undoing. With insufficient lock to make 
the turn, we ended up stuck up the bank 
on the outside of the hairpin and Andrew 
had to let the car slide backwards, so 
that we could drive up to the top. Still, it 
felt like a small success - the first hill we 
had seen the top of. 

A transport section of eight miles on 
deflated tyres brought us to Heywood 
Common, a stony, muddy track (with a 
big pothole at the entrance). Another 
hill, another short burst before the 
wheels started spinning and we were 
done for. By the time we got to Church 
Stretton, the cold and the tea we had 
drunk at breakfast were taking their toll. 
We stopped for refreshments and relief, 
and instantly felt revived. The future was 
bright and the hill was Castle Hill.  
 
As we queued to have a go, we chatted 
to the crew in a Ford Model A behind us, 
who had fared even worse than we had 
on the Jenny Wind escape route, 
overheating badly. Hmph, overheating, I 
was almost jealous…. Castle Hill turned 
out to be really thrilling. We got airborne 
a couple of times, with Andrew “giving it 
some” to keep going. As a timid little 
navigator, I was doing my best leaning 
in or leaning out, when the camber got a 
bit severe. What a laugh! 
 
Next up, the Ratlinghope Observed 
Test, “a wild one” which we managed 
fine, followed by a rutty, bumpy, jiggly 
drive over a track with gates - a good 
work out for navigators unbolting and re-
bolting.  The transport over Long Mynd 
was a cloudy affair with poor visibility 
that led us to Gatten’s Gamble.  
 
Gamble: “to take risky action in the hope 
of a desired result”. That sounds about 
right. Rutty, big ruts, big rocks, big 
bounces, deep, slippery, bends – and 
that was just the downward stretch after 
the hill; not a game for the fainthearted. 
After Gatten’s Gamble, if we had 
thought we’d be able to take it easy, we 
were dreaming. With the ruts and rocks, 
it felt like a trial just getting to the start of 
Prior’s Holt 5, and the gates kept 
coming.  
 
PH5: grassy track with big holes, lost 
traction, got it back, onto the 
continuation road, bouncing, assaulted 
by fir trees, a real hoot, and throughout, 
the car coped admirably.  
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And so, to the last hill: The Slab. It 
looked a bit “flipping gnarly”, turned out 
to be a bit of a non-event for us, as we 
didn’t reach the steep bit. Andrew 
recounted: “there was a bulge to the 
right, so we moved to the left, and the 
back wheels slid down a grassy bank, 
then we were stuck”. It was game over 
for another year and time to head home 
via signing off and getting some air at 
the garage for those much depleted 
tyres.  

Despite our feelings of foreboding at the 
start, we had had a (figuratively) 
smashing day and thoroughly enjoyed 
playing in the mud with the Dellow. The 
clutch continued to slip in second and 
top gear, but we made it home to 
Cheltenham, nursing the throttle on the 
hills. The Dellow is now in bits awaiting 
a new clutch plate.  
 
Roll on next year and Clee Hills 2020. 

The 2019 Clee Hills Trial by 
John Charles 
 

O n arrival at Ludlow we parked 
the tow car and trailer at the 
convenient and spacious park 
and ride, unloaded and drove 

the short distance to the “Squirrel” pub 
parked and walked next door to the 
Travelodge for the night. Next morning 
we scrutineered in the adjacent car 
park, we signed on and I left Robin 
looking through the yellow paperwork 
(and enjoying breakfast) while I 
returned our bags back to the car. An 
excellent choice of start venue with 
everything conveniently together 
including petrol and a supermarket. 
 
As car 37 we started at 9.19 and having 
observed the tyre pressures set to 26 
psi! Proceeded towards Church Stretton 
15 miles distant passing the previous 
year’s trial base Affcot Lodge now 
closed.  
 
Section 1, Castle Hill, where a queue 
developed with the marshals struggling 
with the class 8 deviation. Local walkers 
chatting and taking photos. Without the 
deviation all bar one went clean. Five 
miles taking us to - 
 
Ratlinghope observed test. After the 
high tyre pressure instruction earlier, I 
was relieved to see the temptation to 
make the river part of the timed test 
route was “missed”. The test, start, stop 

beyond the line reverse back over line 
forward to stop astride line 
straightforward but on very craggy 
ground with a steep gradient. We then 
proceed up and over the top to – 
Gatten’s Gamble section 2. On the way 
we passed Paul Merson and Bryan 
Cornfield, the latter with I think gearbox 
problems causing his retirement. Whilst 
waiting to start, my son noted we had 
just passed an army tank with its gun 
menacingly over the track! It’s 
surprising what is in some people’s 
back yard! This section causing no 
problems. 9 miles through the fog and 
over the gliding club we entered the 
woods to - 
 
Priors Holt 4, section 3, with Stuart 
Harrold in charge checking tyre 
pressures - now we were on 12 psi. The 
short steep rutted section where all 
classes 7 and 8 failed the restart except 
the late running Paul Merson who went 
clean and Ray Ferguson class 7 and 
Adrian Marfell class 8 both sneaking off 
the restart for a 5. The restart was steep 
and stoney yet seemed to offer enough 
grip for the clutch to take a moment to 
react before the inevitable wheelspin!  
All watched by the affable Simon 
Woodall in his blue tabard. Very 
fetching! A short drive on forest tracks 
to - 
 
Priors Holt 6, section 5. A relatively 
straightforward grassy muddy track with 
taped corners taking you over ruts we 
go clean as do the majority. A mile of 



19 

forest tracks to - Priors Holt 1 section 6. 
Tyres down to 7lb for this muddy steep 
section with varying starts just before 
the right hander leading to the hill 
proper. I go absolutely flat making sure I 
can make the corner and manage a 2 
with the Land Rover towing us out. 
Thanks, I hate reversing. A slow exit 
from the woods to the road where 8 
miles to - 
 
Flounders Folly, section 9. This muddy 
section starts on a track turns right, 
through a gate, then left to slippery mud, 
and if you get that far a left turn, and few 
did! We watched Nick Aldridge in the 
Honda engined Smart here and were 
amazed at its performance, a later 
conversation revealing the Honda 
power. 20-ish cold miles takes us to the 
holding control for - 
 
Meadowley Wood, section 10. We 
deflate to I think 7 lb and when 
instructed go in 
groups of 3 to the 
section a muddy, 
rutted, tree rooted 
track, where a few 
scalps were taken, 
we manage a 
clean. We 
endeavour to 
remove mud and re
-inflate before 
returning back to 
the main road for a 
further still cold 8 
miles. 
 
The Jenny Wind, 
section 11 with 
Celia Walton 
checking our 15 lb tyre pressure. Just a 
sharp left to a slippery stop for a 9 
followed by the dreaded reverse. 100 
yards now to - 
 
Harley Bank, section 12. A muddy uphill 
blast.  We had to line up for the start 
with the chap in blue tabard directing 
traffic, all that for a 9, however 4 

managed a clean. Driving out of the 
wood 4 miles to - 
 
Easthope 1, section 13A. Adrian Tucker-
Peake looking on, another man in a blue 
tabard! I think we were on 7lb again for 
this muddy long rutted track with a 
wicked left hander at the very top. 4 
class 8 going clean and just the Smart in 
class 7. We got nearly to the corner 
before grounding when the car left the 
ruts! Not my fault! The marshals being 
very helpful before the long reverse, the 
ruts guiding you along. Along the old 
railway track through the woods for 1.5 
miles - 
 
Major’s Leap, section 14. This 
impossible looking muddy climb gave 
many like ourselves a 10 but Adrian 
Marvell obviously suited to mud being 
the only clean. 19 miles to the finish. 
Sign off and start the journey home. 
 

An excellent event much enjoyed. I did 
appreciate the map showing the area 
covered as, after many trials, I like to 
know where we have been, great idea. 
Good choice of start venue, well 
organised, thanks to all, especially the 
lady marshal who fell full face down 
helping us exit Easthope 1, only to get 
up smiling many, many thanks to you. 

John & Robin on Flounders Folly  
(Photo by Peter McFadyen) 
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A continuation of the 
Exeter…? The 2019 Clee Hills 
Trial by Dave Middleditch 
 

A fter the string of incidents I 
reported in Triple on the Exeter, 
there were some more 
improvements to make to the 

‘Wash and Go’ Dutton Phaeton to ready 
it for the Clee Hills. I fitted a reversing 
light (switch operated as the gearbox 
doesn’t have a switch), removed the 
boot mounted and original (rotten) fuel 
tanks, and fitted my now redundant 
Midget tank in its place. A piece of 
10mm plywood to repair the boot floor 
which was badly cracked and moved the 
battery to the back of the boot to assist 
weight distribution. Now that the tank 
was back in place below the floor, I’ve 
regained plenty of space to carry tools 
and spares in the quite sizeable boot. 
 
I set off for Saturday evening 
scrutineering, but half way there 
experienced more carb icing. I’m now 
running an 88-degree stat, but a stop at 
the services for both me and the car to 
thaw out was appropriate. We were 
successfully scrutineered and had a 
really good evening with the other crews 
at the start pub, before retiring to my 
navigator for the weekend, Dave 
Richards’ parents’ place the other side 
of Tenbury. In the morning we went 
back to the start, but the car wouldn’t 
start, so towed it down the bypass 
where it eventually came to life. The 
reason why was discovered soon 
after… 
 
The first hill, Castle Hill, was passed 
OK (glad we didn’t have to do the class 
8 diversion), but then driving to the 
special test we went through a not too 
large puddle and the car cut out 
completely. We jumped out, pushed it to 
the side and set about investigating. 
There was 12v all the way to the points, 
but clearly moisture inside the cap and 
all over the outside of it. Luckily an ex-

motorbike trialler stopped in his lorry, 
and a chap came out of his garage to 
assist. The motorbike man was an 
expert on ignition system fault 
diagnosis, while the garage bloke had 
two traction engines and therefore 
bought WD40 in bulk. Once motorbike 
man had confirmed it’s just damp, 
WD40 man produced a 5 litre tub and 
went off to find a spray bottle. By now 
the course closing car was with us, but 
after a very liberal application of WD40 
all over the engine bay and a jump start 
from the lorry (as by now the battery 
was flat from all the testing), the engine 
jumped straight back into life. 
 
We packed the tools and went on our 
way, 200yds to the special test. 
Unfortunately, as the marshal’s count 
went 3… 2… the engine stalled and 
wouldn’t restart. Another jump-start from 
the closing car, throttle down to keep the 
revs up, and off we went. No problem on 
the test, and onwards to the golf club. 
There we found a Marlin in trouble. 
They’d stopped to do the tyres, but now 
wouldn’t restart, and fuel was not 
coming through. We offered a tow, and 
after 200yds, their engine came back to 
life, so we carried on. On the moor we 
went the wrong way at one point, and in 
turning to come back to the right track 
ended up completely beached on a rut. 
More help from closing car who towed 
us out (are you eliminated if they 
overtake you to tow you out…? And 
down to Priors Holt, the scene of our 
worst breakdown when we detached the 
whole rear axle from the Midget 2 years 
ago. We didn’t get up the hills there (got 
crossed up on the second hill but drove 
out under our own steam once 
straightened, but at least didn’t break 
anything. 
 
We then gave the Marlin a tow again as 
whenever they dropped to idle or 
stopped, so did their fuel pump, and 
once running, they set off home. We 
stopped for fuel in Craven Arms and 
were worried to see the closing car go 
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past. What if he gets to the next section 
and closes it before us…. Luckily not, 
and we made a pretty poor attempt at 
Flounders Folly, as with all the hills, a 
well glazed clay making it pretty difficult 
to get any grip. Onwards, and more 
failures on hills, but a new tactic on 
Easthope 1 saw us go so well that we 
were still carrying enough speed at the 
top for the front end to jump out of the 
rut by the 3 board, ending what could 
have been a real good go at making it to 
the top. We still had time to attend to a 
broken-down Austin 7 two miles from 
the finish, but luckily they were just out 
of fuel and had 5 litres spare, so didn’t 
need the tow to the finish we were 
offering. 

 
Overall, a really tough day on the hills, 
and some thinking to do about tyre 
pressures - I was undoubtedly too high, 
but with only one spare for the rears 
(the other is for the Triumph type fronts), 
I didn’t want to take any risks and am 
still learning what’s acceptable to drop 
to in the Dutton. Also plenty to do in 
driving technique on the really slippery 
stuff, but there’ll be plenty of that to 
practice on the Clouds in two weeks’ 
time. As ever thanks to all the team, but 
if you could make the sun come out and 
the mist clear before 5pm next year, it 
would be appreciated! 

Exmoor Trial 2019, TMR 
Buggy by Ross Cookman 
 

W ith a start time of 8.59 am, 
the journey from Truro 
began at 6.00am along the 
A30/A39 for 2 hrs to the 

trailer park at Roundswell. The bad 
weather had felled a couple of trees on 
the road, which saw the emergency 
services out. Luckily, there were no hold 
ups for us, but it looked like Helstone 
was about to be closed. I wonder if it 
affected anyone else?  
 
On the industrial estate at Roundswell 
the trailer park was just around the 
corner from sign on at McDonalds. 
Whilst off loading and getting ready to 
join the queue for scrutineering we saw 
Paul Merson struggling to start his 
Shopland, he eventually got it going and 
he too was in the queue. On the entry 
list, we were number 29, (6th of 24 cars 
and last in class 8) to set off. A quick 
breakfast wrap after signing on and we 
were soon on the road to the first 
section, about 10mins away in amongst 
the woods: 
 
Tapeley 1 – Whilst adjusting the tyres 
and hearing the attempts of the other  

 
class 8ers, it appeared to be straight 
forward run to the summit. This was not 
the case. I thought the first section 
would have been a gentle break into the 
trial and clearly had my mind elsewhere 
as I gently pulled away for the right 
bend but did not gain enough 
momentum to get over the hump to the 
gulley, so could not even try to run to 
the top. As it was, I left with a 9 and 
trundled off to: 
 
Tapeley 2 – Under a canopy of trees in 
the woods, the climb went over an initial 
steep entrance to the section then 
straight to the 6-marker with a dogleg 
left to the top. I arrived to see that a tree 
had impeded the reversing of Stuart 
Green’s Gruffalo. Once freed and back 
down, Paul Merson made his attempt 
and went through the top of the section. 
Trying to emulate his climb, I got to the 
5 and lost grip, so got to practice more 
reversing myself. 
 
Pristacott Test – This was a 
straightforward MCC style test – wheels 
on A, forward past B, reverse past B, 
forward astride C. All good, no markers 
hit and off to, 
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Kingscott – Last year I sustained a front 
wheel puncture here so took a more 
cautious approach to the climb this year. 
Although rough, there was plenty of grip 
and could be driven sensibly, the results 
show that everyone went clear. About 
30 mins drive away to, 
 
Hurscott – With some deep gulley’s that 
need to be driven in, this section had a 
restart in for classes 6,7&8. I chose the 
upper line to stop, found plenty of grip 
and drove off nicely. A while ago I was 
caught out on the step at the top of this 
section, so remembered a bit more 
speed was needed to clear it, this was 
achieved and it was another half hour 
drive into Stoodleigh Woods for the next 
3 sections, 
 
Stoodleigh 1 – Starting downhill, with a 
tight left it goes through a stream and up 
hill to a tight right. The steering on the 
short wheel base buggy is pretty good 
but still required careful consideration on 
the tight right, that said there was no 
real issue and we were through. Along 
the track to: 
 
Stoodleigh 2 – A gentle climb around a 
left bend in the track to restart, then 
straight climb to finish. Being relatively 
dry meant there was plenty of grip. A 
little further down the track to, 
 
Stoodleigh 4 (Stoodleigh 3 was for 
motorcycles only) – A short descent, 
over a stream, immediate steep climb to 
the restart and straight climb to finish. 
Not wanting to park in the hole at the 
restart, I again took the top line and 
pulled away, a little bit of effort to find 
grip but was soon out the top. The only 
scalp claimed in class was Stuart Holton 
in his Salamander who took 5 marks. 
 
Holdridge - A very short but interesting 
little section. It went across a stream 
with a shallow climb which had some 
deep ruts to get through. I gathered 
pace through the stream, in order to 
drive through the ruts but ‘bounced’ off 

the bank and landed on the belly of the 
car, which stopped at the 1. This 
required a tow from the tractor to get out 
of. Leslie Newell followed in his Peugeot 
powered buggy and got it right. 
 
High Bray – A favourite for this trial and 
one I look forward to attempting. Last 
year I got the restart wrong, so had my 
plan of attack ready for the restart this 
year. Only thing was, the line had 
moved further up the hill, which meant 
there was some adjusting to the plan. 
As it turned out there was plenty of grip 
and everyone in classes 8 & 7 got away 
cleanly and found the path over the 
rocky road to the summit. Onto the next 
(and last) timed test, 
 
Five Barrows – Keeping the crews 
awake, the test layout had changed 
from the previous test. This time it was; 
Start on A, forward past C, reverse past 
B, forward astride C. Recently the 
spares on the back of the Buggy have 
been moved to provide a better field of 
view when reversing (I seem to do a fair 
bit of it!). This proved a good move for 
this test alone, as I was able to set 
fastest time in class (which also brought 
the overall average down, to fastest in 
class) so I was pretty chuffed with that. 
Having looked over the results I noticed 
James Shallcross had set some 
blistering times, in fact beating second 
placed time by just over 3 seconds. 
 
A bit further along the A39 we entered 
Porte Farm for 2 sections. 
 
Porte Farm 1 - A tight left turn in the 
mud followed by a gentle climb to finish 
in the quarry behind the farm. I watched 
Stuart Holton make easy work of the hill 
and saw what needed to be done. I, 
however, lost traction after the bend and 
thought the only way to overcome was 
to force my right foot. It worked…but in 
hindsight it was a lot of unnecessary 
effort.  
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Exeter Trial 
on Clinton by 
Dave Cook 

 
 
 

Mike Tizard,  
Gas Gas  

 
 
 
 
Brad Mason,  
Kurz RT1 

 
 
 
 

Geoff & Jon 
Westcott,  

CCM Rotax 
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Northern Tr
by Dave

 
 
 

David Golightly, Ford T Spl, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alex Thompson, KTM

 
 
 
 

Matt Facey, 
BMW 316,  

on Sandale  

 
 
 
Fred Mills, 
Marliin Roadster, 
on Sandale 
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Trial Photos  
ve Cook 

 
 
 

pl, on Sandale 

KTM EXC, on Darling Howe 

 
 
 
 
Charles Whitaker,  
Beta Alp 200  
on Darling Howe 

 
 
 
 

Richard West, 
BSA B40,  

on Darling Howe 
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Clee Hillls 
Trial 

 

on 
Ratlinghope 

by  Peter 
Wigglesworth 

 
 
 

Keith Hill &  
Will O’Brien,  
Singer Junior 

 
 
 
 

James &  
Mark Smith,  

VW Beetle 

 
 
 
 
Robert 
Hodgkinson, 
Ford Model A 
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Space sponsored 
by R T H Moore 

 

Porte Farm 2 – Being the front runners 
for the cars we had to wait for the 
marshals to adjust the section after the 
bikes had been through at – Porte Farm 
2. Again, I watched Stuart make his 
attempt as he got away from the restart 
went through the left and right chicane 
then span at the 2. I thought more 
speed was needed from the restart to 
see the summit, so tried to gain grip to 
make the run, which got me to the 1. 
Leslie, was next up and we saw him 
come out the top of the section, so 
knew he had chosen the correct line 
and speed off the restart.  
 
Back out of the farm complex and onto 
Keypitts for the last 3 sections. We 
were greeted by a father and son team 
on trials bikes (father’s was electric and 
didn’t make a noise) who pointed us in 
the direction of travel. As the route 
seemed to go over a narrow culvert and 
up a very narrow lane, cut out of the 
hill, Dad and I questioned whether it 
was the right way. The familiar sight of 
the marshal’s hi-viz confirmed it was 

and we attempted and cleared the 3 
sections. I did get a bit carried away at 
the top of the final hill and buried my 
foot on the grassy hill instead of 
backing off. This of course meant I lost 
traction, so got a helping hand from the 
marshals including Becey Macey to get 
going. Once safe, the tyres were 
pumped up for the final time and we 
headed off to the Muddiford Inn for sign 
off, then further on to Roundswell, 
loaded up the trailer and headed the 
couple of hours journey home.  
 
Once again, a big ‘Thank You’ to all the 
organising team, marshals and those 
who made it an enjoyable days trialling. 
NDMC did a fantastic job and I am 
already looking forward to next year’s 
event.   
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Exmoor Trial 2019 by Dave 
Haizelden 
 

T his year saw the 71st running of 
the Exmoor Trial put on by 
North Devon Motor Club, first 
ran in 1948. After 32 years John 

Bartham and Rodney Murch stepped 
aside, has anyone done a longer stint? 
With a new team came a new start 
venue which was very popular with the 
younger entrants, McDonalds which I 
must say was very good. First shock of 
the day for me was seeing Stuart 
Highwood’s Scimitar in the car park, the 
exact same model and colour. 
 
In the car park, James Shallcross aided 
by Mike Greenwood were frantically 
carry out repairs after a winter rebuild of 
the P205, the rear torsion end plate had 
come adrift and a replacement bolts 
were found elsewhere on the car. At our 
due time Jack Selwood and I were on 
our way to a new section on the Exmoor 
but previously used for the first time on 
the Tarka, Tapeley 1. The long que at 
the lane leading to the section gave us a 
clue it was a low tyre pressure hill. 
 
Class 8s were the first to attempt the 
section with only Paul Merson/Nick 
Sherrin the only car to exit on to the 
upper track, cleans were also recorded 
by Stu Green and Les Newell but had to 
come back out the escape track. Of the 
lower classes only Craig ‘where’s my 
carb’ Allen and Matt bringing the sport 
into Facey cleaned the hill. Yours truly 
went on tour and nearly wiped out all the 
vegetation. 
 
The 2nd hill in the area aptly named 
Tapely 2, was a turn into the section off 
the main track which was a problem for 
some cars who steered straight on and 
picked up a big score, returning along 
the fail track was Ray/Hannah Ferguson 
with sad faces the excuse was car 
trouble!!! 
 
Next was Kingscott with large holes and 
rocks, don’t like this one. 

Further along the route was Hurscott 
which had been rested after weather 
damage last year, after a few repairs it 
was reinstated this year, The hill was 
not good, after 20 metres the drop off to 
the side was car tipping and further 
along breeze blocks were used to fill in 
the holes and on the top corner the ruts 
took you into the bank. A lot of cars 
were showing their battle scars after 
climbing the section, none more than 
Arn Martin who damaged the entire side 
of the Escort. 
 
The next hills were the Stoodleigh 
complex with restarts, presided over by 
the Bill/Liz and Pete/Carlie, the restart 
caught out a lot of class 5 but John Cox 
in the still running after 2 hills Porsche 
and Nick Deacon were successful. 
 
After the lunch break it was off to 
Holdridge for a hill I never seen cleaned, 
and this year was no different, Brian 
Alexander who must be nearly 90 was 
out in the Suzuki carried to much speed 
and missed the corner and scored 11 
Aaron Haizelden clawed a point back on 
the old fella with a 6, but only 2 cars 
cleared the roots - Craig Allen with an 
impressive 4 and Paul Merson with a 3 
which were the only points he dropped 
all day and went onto the overall win. 
 
High Bray was the next challenge but 
after Hurscott it was like a main road, a 
lot seeing the top this year, although 
Sam Withers in the class 4 Beetle will 
need some more practice to learn the 
route up to the cafe at the top. Perhaps 
now Giles is out of retirement he will 
show him? 
 
Next was the new section from last year 
Porte Farm with a 180 degree turn 
before a easy climb to the top, Craig 
who was on for 2nd overall managed to 
park at the 7 saving him scoring in the 
Wheelspin, nice move. Porte Farm 2 a 
little further along was a long blast up a 
muddy bank which stopped a few near 
the top. 
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Special Test 2 was attacked hard by 
Paul Merson who got a massive wheelie 
on the way down and the marshals 
lunch box and thermos on the way back, 
then wiped out all the markers, James 
Shallcross was the fastest and Matt 
Facey beat me by 0.5 which gave him 
2nd overall. Phil/Fran were so slow 
Brian in the X90 beat them by 5 
seconds. 
 
The final sections were named Keypits 
at an outdoor activity centre, Keypits 1 
was too difficult for class 8 so was 
cancelled, wrong shout there. 

 
Back to the finish at the very pleasant 
Muddiford Inn. First class trial with 
plenty of marshals, well done Becey and 
all the new crew. 
 
1st Overall Paul Merson      3 points 
Class 8 Stu Green               9 points 
Class 7 Ray Ferguson       17 points 
Class 6 Roger Teagle        23 points 
Class 5 Dave Haizelden     8 points 
Class 4 Craig Allen            11 points 
Class 3 Matt Facey             8 points 
Class 1 James Shallcross  23 points 
 

Cotswold Clouds February 
2019 by Phil Aubrey 

C ar 64, class 7 Saturday 
afternoon quick check over 
car, tyres up, coolant, oil and 
petrol all okay, load onto trailer 

for a 7 a.m. start on Sunday morning. 
With a minus 5 start, we arrived at SKH 
Trailer Park at 8 a.m. and parked up 
next to Ray Ferguson who said he had a 
minus 10 start with 8in. of snow. 

Off to the start at Fromebridge Mill a 
mile or so up the road for scrutineering, 
all okay, inside to sign on and have a 
very welcome bacon bap. 4 non-starters 
out of a good entry of 81 cars entered. 
Amendments say very icy on the lanes, 
take care. 

Off to the first section, Alf's Delight, no 
tyre pressure restrictions. This lane 
seemed to be catching some class 8s 
out for some reason. As we got to the 
road at the top the odds and evens were 
split to go odds downhill to Crooked 
Mustard via Dursley and straight onto 
Axe but due to ice it was advised not to 
use the hill, as an even number we were 
off to Axe. The lane from the main road 
down to Axe was very icy. At the holding 
control we had to wait for approximately 
25 minutes. A good queue of cars was 

building up, this was due to car 34 
breaking a drive shaft. This section has 
a nasty clay patch half way. It must have 
been wet as the tyre pressures were 
dropped from 10 to 8 psi for our class. 
On the line I decided to try second gear, 
but the clay was getting the better of the 
Melos so a quick grab of first and we are 
back up to speed and up around to the 
sheet rock near the top. This section 
caught out around 17 cars.  

Next section Crooked Mustard. Holding 
control on the main road, no tyre 
pressure restrictions so we decided to 
go down to 10 psi. A short wait as we 
were second in line. Adrian Tucker-
Peake’s car failed to start, we rolled 
back to allow him a bump start but we 
were waved by up to the start. This 
section we have not mastered as yet. 
We were off up to a right hander, then 
the left "wall of death" and came to a 
stop at 8 with plenty of tyre smoke. This 
was the end of the section for us, not 
quite as good as last year. Apparently 
only 4 cars cleared this section. Any 
spectator who wants a 'rubber fix' 
should stand and watch this section.   

Off now to section 4, Nailsworth Ladder. 
Tyre pressure 14 psi for us and a restart 
for class 8. This section was marshalled 
by fellow Ross Motorsports Club 
members. We set our tyre pressures 
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with a digital gauge at the Control to 15 
psi. Down the road to the start from the 
Control where the tyres were re-
checked by a marshal with his own 
gauge to make sure they were at the 
correct tyre pressure. We are told that 
only one class 8 has made it off the 
restart. As we drove up the restart 
looked hard. When we arrived at the top 
we found a Marlin with a flat tyre, 
apparently 29 cars failed this section. 

Section 5, Ham Mill. As we turned off 
the main road to the Control, we 
followed a Transit and a Skoda following 
the signs and trying to park. 14 psi tyre 
pressure for all classes and a restart for 
class 8. This section took us up the lane 
over tree roots passed the restart, 
where another Ross Motorsport Club 
member is marshalling, around a 
sweeping muddy left hander and out at 
the top onto an icy lane. 10 out of 15 
failed the restart and 4 other cars failed 
this section. 

Section 6, Bryans with separate restart 
lines and class 7, 10 psi and class 8, 14 
psi tyre pressures. This section goes 
over a ridge at 45 degrees to the track 
which unsettles the car and then up 
between trees to the finish. 8 cleared 
this section, alas us not being one of 
them, 4 of which were class 8s. 

Section 7, Wicked Juniper. Tyre 
pressures for classes 6 and 7 were 10 
psi and class 8 14 psi with a restart for 
them. This is another blast up through 
the trees and certainly lived up to its 
name for us as we only made it to the 9. 
These last two sections seem to sort out 
the 'good climbers'.  

Section 8, Merves Swerve. Separate 
restart lines and most classes having 
restrictions on their tyre pressures and a 
class 8 restart. There were 5 clears on 
this section, 1 class 4, 2 class 5s and 2 
class 7s. Another difficult section and for 
those who failed you had to drive up the 
right-hand section as the road was too 

icy to drive around. Just up the road we 
stopped for something to eat along with 
two other competitors in a Melos and an 
MG.  

Section 9, Climperwell. Tyre pressure 
restrictions and a restart for all. Here, at 
the start, we were told that the next two 
sections had been cancelled due to ice. 
This section was up a track between 
trees, the finish being up a steep bank 
onto the road. 

Travelling along the road to the next 
section we came across a couple in a 
BMW stuck on the verge. Adrian Tucker
-Peake, Tom and myself helped to get 
the lady driver back onto the icy road. 

The last 4 Sections are in the same 
wood. 

Section 12, Talbot’s Terror No tyre 
restrictions but separate start lines. This 
section from the start, where you bear to 
the right up the hill, had got very slick by 
the time we got to it making the car hard 
to control, especially when we came to a 
stop! and started sliding backwards. All 
we heard was a marshal shouting "use 
your handbrake" which made very little 
difference. 

Section 13, Badgers Run, a timed test. 
No tyre pressure restrictions. From the 
start you turned 90 degrees right, tight, 
around a tree and left up the hill to stop 
astride line B. 

Section 14, Jerrys. Tyre restrictions 
were dropped on this section for us but 
a restart for classes 7 and 8. From the 
start you went around to the right, up 
and over a hill, dropped into a gulley on 
the left to the restart and uphill from 
there to the finish. Ed Wells a fellow 
Ross member was the only one to make 
it off the restart to clear the section. 

Off through the woods to the last 
Section 15, Station Lane. No tyre 
pressure restrictions. We left our tyres at 
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14 psi because the valves were by now 
pointing very much forward. This 
section had been graded before the 
start of the trial, but it was still rutted. A 
long roller coaster section with a sharp 
right up hill and left to the finish. We 
made it passed the 1 for a clear but had 
two run ups to try and get out as there 
was only one way out. 

Back to Minchinhampton Old Course 
Golf Club to sign off at approx. 3.30 
p.m. A cold start, snow covered 
countryside, icy lanes and eventually 
bright sunshine all experienced in one 
day in an open top car with no heater, 
but we had a thoroughly good time. 

Once back in the trailer park we loaded 
up and headed for home, which is close 
to where the Kyrle Trial starts, unloaded 
and had the car back in the garage by 
6.30 p.m. 

Our thanks to the Stroud Motor Club 
organisers for a good days trialing in 
difficult weather conditions and to all the 
marshals for standing around on a very 
cold day without whom these trials 
could not run. 

Cotswold Clouds – Stuart & 
Kieran Bartlett 
 

W e’d been watching the 
weather forecast and 
pictures that kept on 
coming up on both the 

News and Facebook of the snow and 
the conditions that were being 
encountered by people living “Down 
South”, (bearing in mind that we had 
had nothing in Derby) we were half 
expecting the Clouds to be cancelled 
but confirmation came through on 
Saturday that the “Cotswolds was open 
for business” and that the “Clouds” 
would be running. The Cannon was 
loaded onto the trailer Saturday 
afternoon ready for an early 4.45am 
start to get down to SKF trailer park. 
 
It was a frosty start from home Sunday 
morning with the temperature not rising 
above minus 5 all the way down, we 
passed Mike Briggs with the Troll on the 
way down and Dean passed us just 
before J13 of the M5 driving the Wasp 
(mad). 
 
Unloaded, we had a very, very cold 
drive across to scrutineering where 
Nigel Moss was waiting, through 
scrutineering and then into the warmth 

for an hour for breakfast and a couple of 
cups of tea and a catchup. Our start 
time arrived, and we departed at 8.10am 
for the freezing drive to: 
 
Alf’s Delight. A tricky deviation here for 
class 8 especially as we heard that the 
first two cars on the section had failed, 
tyre pressures dropped and onto the 
start line with a little apprehension, off 
and down through the deviation to the 
left, car gripped well, and we were back 
out onto the main track with no problem. 
Tyres blown up at the road and we were 
then onto the infamous: 
 
Crooked Mustard. We saw Dean at the 
top as we drove across the top of the 
section to the start, with Norton shouting 
at us “flat out in 2nd”, and then hearing 
Paul and Nick clear the section we 
wondered what awaited us. Terry in his 
V8 Marlin, Russ in his Troll both 
reversed back down before us. No tyre 
pressures here so we dropped down to 
6psi thinking we’d have plenty of grip, 
how wrong this was, with the conditions 
on the hill the section for my light car 
was impossible and we got a 10. Mike in 
the GV Special also reversed whilst we 
were blowing our tyres up. Never have I 
known Crooked Mustard be so 
undriveable 
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THOR HAMMER 
 

FULL RANGE OF SOFT FACED HAMMERS 
Copper, Rawhide, Plastics, Rubber, Brass…. 

 

We even still make branded hammers for  
your vintage car as per original 

 
Try Trago Mills or your local Engineers/Builders 

Merchants 
 

For our complete range, or to order on-line go to 
www.thorhammer.com 

 
Also Spark Resistant Tools – www.safetytools.co.uk  

Axe. 8 psi tyre pressures on this hill so 
we dropped down before our turn, the 
start marshal stating that they had not 
had many clears at all, Russ went clear, 
up to the start line – 2nd gear and off 
with some momentum as the middle 
part of this section is always horrendous 
– today was no different but we got 
through it and cleaned the section. 
 
Nailsworth Ladder. We were 5th car at 
the section, Dean had failed to clear the 
restart, Paul had cleaned the hill, Terry 
reversed back down, Russ reversed 
back down not even getting to the 
restart, how hard was the ladder – very 
hard I’ll tell you. In 2nd from the start, flat 
out and Kieran bouncing like mad we 
managed to get to the restart line, flag 
goes up and we move and keep on 
moving until the step of rock where we 
come to a standstill. Never have I failed 
the Ladder, just goes to show how 
frozen the ground was. 
 
Ham Mill. After a chat with Eric Wall at 
the holding control, we made our way 

down to Ham Mill, 14psi yet again – 3rd 
hill on the trot - we got under way up to 
the restart, where would this be we 
asked ourselves and how hard would 
this be with the frozen ground. The 
restart is in the normal place on the 
bend, we pulled up tight to the right-
hand restart marker, 2nd gear, Kieran 
bouncing and we were off. Without 
letting off we cleared the section which 
again was frozen solid even at the top 
where it is always wet.  
 
Bryan’s. We were 4th car at this section, 
Dean had cleared it in the Wasp, we 
didn’t see Terry’s attempt, but we stood 
and watched Russ in the Troll, he didn’t 
make it to the 12-marker. Our turn – we 
struggled to get to the start line due to 
the frozen track. 2nd gear, flat out, 
Kieran bouncing like mad and we didn’t 
get to the 12-marker either. 
 
Wicked Juniper. 4th car again and very 
much a repeat of Bryan’s with neither 
Russ or myself getting to the 12-marker. 
Could the day get any worse? 
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Merves Swerve. After a cracking drive 
through the Hamlets we arrived at 
Merves – a bit of a hold up here for the 
4 of us as the marshals weren’t ready 
for us. Dean 1st car off, he must have 
been snow blind as he attempted 
Merves 2 that is run on the Mechanic’s. 
At least it gave us a bit of a laugh. We 
didn’t have to touch the tyre pressures 
as we were at the now normal 14psi, 2nd 
gear yet again and we just managed to 
get to the restart, another failed hill, 
would we clear anymore hills today was 
the question we were asking ourselves. 
 
Climperwell. Russ and his passenger 
Steve, myself and Kieran had a catch up 
with Jan Richings at the start of the 
section and had a 10 minute sandwich 
and coffee break, we actually had to 
pump the tyres up here as 16psi was 
the call of the day, Jan warned us of the 
kick out of the top of the hill and we 
were off, stopped at the restart and 
pulled away with ease, on it at the top 
and we cleared the hill. 
 
Bulls Bank. In normal weather 
conditions this hill with the restart is the 
make or break of the trial, what would 
this year bring in the conditions. Well 
after a long hold up and long 
discussions with Mark Hobbs he made 
the decision to cancel Bulls 1 due to 1) 
No marshals turning up, 2) The actual 
condition of the hill – a pure sheet of 
frozen snow. Mark did decide to keep 
the special test – Bulls 2 open at this 
point and advised us to get a move on 
up Bulls 1 to get to Bulls 2, the track 
was impossible near Bulls 1 restart and 
Kieran was having to bounce like mad 
on the rear of the car just so that we 
could get up. Onto Bulls 2 were we were 
told no tyre pressures – dropped them 
right down and gave the special test a 
good go – we got 35 secs which we 
were told was far better than the 1 
minute and 1 minute 30 secs of the 
previous two, next up Paul – I don’t 
know how much weight he was carrying 

but he did it in 29 secs. After this we 
were told that both sections had been 
cancelled. Good call Mr Hobbs 
 
Talbot’s Terror. No tyre pressures here 
for us, we were told that Dean had 
cleaned the hill. Five of us went down – 
Russ in the Troll, me in the Cannon, 
Mike in the GV Special, Simon in his 
Buggy and Stewart in the Gruffalo. We 
got a 2 here and were well pleased, 
Simon nearly went completely out of the 
top and Stewart was very similar, both 
having to stop instead of the hill 
stopping them. 
 
Badgers Run. A bit of a special test 
here. 
 
Jerrys. We heard Russ struggling here 
and Josh Moss who was marshalling 
this section said he was very lucky to 
get over the first brow, our turn and onto 
the first brow – the rear slid off the main 
part of the section and we got stuck on a 
tree root – another fail. This seemed to 
be the order of the day. 
 
Station Lane. We followed Russ down to 
this section and witnessed him getting a 
12 here, here we go again we thought 
another 12 coming up. Remembering 
this section from the last time it was run 
we were expecting the deep ruts etc that 
the section is known for, so 2nd gear 
again and we were over the brow that 
had stopped Russ, we were in for a 
surprise and the section had been 
graded, a tight bit at the end and we 
were clear of the section. 
 
A very tough and challenging day with 4 
clean hills and a total score of 57. Well 
done to Stroud & District for putting on a 
cracking day considering the conditions 
and a special thanks to all the marshals 
who braved the freezing cold conditions 
so that we could have a day’s 
motorsport. 
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Cotswold Clouds Trial, by 
Keith Sanders 
 

H aving been on a Trials 
sabbatical for much of 2018 I 
was very much looking 
forward to getting back on the 

hills and the Cotswold Clouds is one of 
my favourite events so this was an ideal 
opportunity to return. 
 
My passenger and Chief Navigator for 
the day was Mike Warnes and we set 
off from Exeter at 6pm on what was a 
very chilly morning of around -4c. On 
arrival and unloading the trailer a liberal 
application of de-icer was required to 
have any chance of finding the start 
venue. After signing-on and bacon 
butties we were duly on our way at 
08:43 precisely and after approx 20 
minutes we arrived at section 1 – Alf’s 
Delight. 
 

This is a fairly long section which 
doesn’t usually cause any problems, 
however this year it claimed 6 points 
from around half of the early running 
class 8 entries, including some big 
names. Maybe this was due to some 
frozen ground as it was still comfortably 
below freezing at this point. At the top of 
the section we emerged on to a vast 
open expanse of snow which was very 
winter wonderland! 
 
From here the route directions split for 
odd and even numbers between 
Crooked Mustard and Axe to help 
alleviate queues, meaning we were 
reunited with the rest of Team Scimitar 
– Dave and Aaron Haizelden. On arrival 
at Dursley we joined the small queue at 
the holding control and adjusted the 
tyres ready to proceed. While we were 
waiting a young lad came along and 
said, “Excuse me sir, your tyre looks a 
bit flat!” “OK, thanks” I replied, knowing 
that there wasn’t really time to explain! 

Paige Browning, class 6 Beetle on Nailsworth Ladder 
(Photo by Calvin Samuel) 
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Crooked Mustard is a premier hill on a 
premier event, and getting to the top is a 
great achievement, especially as there’s 
always a good crowd to cheer you on. 
Word on the street was that only two 
cars had cleaned it so far – Dean 
Partington and Paul Merson in class 8. 
My success rate at this hill is only 
around 50% but somehow today was 
my day and we managed to go clean 
and join todays elite club of 5 cars 
clean. This also included Sam Holmes 
(cheered on with the support of his class 
of 10-year olds) and John White – who 
has this hill totally mastered and 
cleaned it for the 6th time in 6 years. The 
first retirement of the day came from 
Derek Thomson in his class 6 Beetle. 
 
Axe was our next section and the 
approach road had nicely polished ice 
on it by the time we arrived, it’s not often 
that you need to let some air out on the 
road. We joined the queue and waited 
quite a long time as this is a very long 
section so will inevitably take a long time 
for failures to back down. Alex Wheeler 
had unfortunately broken a driveshaft 
here and once he’d been recovered the 
queue started moving again and we 
were through. Colin Perryman, Philip 
Buckle, Craig Allen and Phil Parker 
retired after Axe, the latter two with 
potentially serious engine problems. 
 
After a 20-minute drive and a short stop 
at the holding control we headed down 
to the start line for Nailsworth Ladder. 
This is another big spectator section 
with a couple of wheelie humps to keep 
them amused. Normally a restart for us 
here but this year it was class 8 only 
with 14psi limit, and it stopped them all! 
A steady climb for us but someone else 
in a white Scimitar launched off one of 
the humps, almost getting all four 
wheels off the ground, however on 
landing the engine cut out costing him 6 
points! 
 
A brief spell of tarmac and we arrived at 
Ham Hill where we met Matthew 
Chinnick with the bonnet of his Mk 1 

Golf propped up and retired with a 
broken driveshaft. The class 8 restart 
caught half of the entry but was cleanly 
dealt with by Paul Merson, Dave Wall, 
Russell Clarke, Stuart Bartlett and 
Stuart Green. At the top we met with 
Stuart Highwood in his white Scimitar 
SS1 (remarkably similar to Dave 
Haizelden’s SS1 – being just two 
numbers apart on the registration plate), 
looking closely at the negative camber 
on his front nearside wheel. I was able 
to confirm that his top wishbone had 
snapped, so then joined the list of 
retired. 
 
After a drive around the outskirts of 
Stroud the next section was Bryan’s. 
Having adjusted my tyres on the road 
before entering the section a passing 
motorist stopped alongside, wound 
down his window and said, “Excuse me 
mate, your tyre looks a bit flat!” “Ok, 
thanks” I replied, knowing again that 
explaining the situation would be met 
with a glazed-over look. How strange 
that in 25 years of trialling no-one has 
ever said this to me, and today it’s 
happened twice! 
 
Loads of points were dropped at Bryans 
across all classes. I felt quite pleased to 
get a 6 here and while Aaron got slightly 
further it was not enough to improve this 
score. Dave was next up. Aaron and I 
stood together and were amazed at the 
grip he managed to find, and despite a 
hard side-swipe against a big tree he 
managed to clean the section. This was 
at a cost however. When he returned 
there was an awful rattle coming from 
the engine and he was forced to retire 
with what later turned out to be a 
wrecked clutch and bellhousing. Other 
notable climbs going clean were from 
Dean Partington, Paul Merson, Matt 
Facey, Simon Woodall, Stuart Green, 
Bill Bennett, Sam Holmes and Ian Moss. 
 
Next up was Wicked Juniper which 
claimed points from everyone except the 
masterful climbs of Bill Bennett and 
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Cotswold Clouds  
by  

Duncan 
Stephens 

 
 
 
 
Bill & Liz Bennett, MG J2,  
on Juniper 

 
 

Tris White, Ford Escort,  
on Juniper 

 
Nick & Thomas Aldridge, 
Smart Roadster,  
on Crooked Mustard 
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David Golightly. Great to see cars which 
must be 70 or 80 years old kicking some 
ass! 
 
Merve’s Swerve was our next call and 
as we arrived, we saw Matt Facey 
changing a driveshaft. We managed to 
clean this ok along with Aaron. It was 
only later that we realised it had claimed 
so many victims this year with only Ian 
Moss, Ray Ferguson, Rick Neale and 
Steve Kingson in his excellently 
prepared MG Midget getting out of the 
top. 
 
No real dramas at Climperwell and Bull 
Banks 1 & 2 had both been cancelled. 
This took us to Talbot’s Terror which 
always present problems with the turn-in 
at the bottom. My wide entry “wall of 
death” using the left-side bank didn’t 
really pay off and cost me 8 points. 

‘Great climbs here from Matt Facey, 
Richard Haward and Joe Browning each 
getting a 2 despite the deteriorating 
nature of the ground. 
 
Badgers Run and Jurys came and 
went without any great impact on scores 
and the trial finished with a long 
satisfying blast through Station Lane, 
which had been graded this year to 
allow easier passage. 
 
Congratulation to Ian Moss for gaining 
the Overall Car award with 9 points 
dropped, closely followed by Matt Facey 
just one point behind with 10, and Sam 
Holmes just another point away on 11. 
Congratulations also to the remaining 
award winners and a big thank you to 
the organising team and their army of 
support for putting on such a great 
event. 

Cotswold Clouds from the eye 
of a class 8 by Paul Merson 
 

I ntroduction. Another early start 
leaving home at 4:50 am to pick up 
Nick at 5:15am, We made our way to 
the trailer park with a new high 

compression starter motor fitted, no 
problems with the cold start. Good test 
at -4c? We made our way to 
Fromebridge Mill to scrutineer and 
signed on here we meet our friends and 
competitors. We then warmed up by 
having a coffee, sausage and bacon roll. 
There were a few none starters however 
we were not surprised due to the 
weather conditions. Soon time to start 
as running car number 5. As this year 
we were running in class order. 
 
First Section Alfs Delight. Seemed 
relatively straight forward but caught the 
first two cars out in class 8. 
 
Section 2: Infamous Crooked Mustard. 
Crooked Mustard is one of the most 
talked about sections. We lined up at 
the bottom to see the well prepared blue 

V8 Marlin return to the bottom. The diver 
told me there’s no grip which made me 
a little nervous having my Auntie and 
Uncle out watching me who live local, 
this could be the moment where it all 
goes wrong! Knowing Dean in the first 
car cleared the section, we were the 
third car to attempt it. Nick adjusted the 
tires not too low as we wanted to spin 
well. We made it to the top relief! 
 
Section 3 AXE. This was our third 
Cotswold clouds trial and AXE was the 
most slippery we’ve seen it Nick kept 
telling me to shut back and as normal 
we found grip three quarters of the way 
up Nick was right. The top of the section 
was relatively grippy. Relief another one 
clear!  
 
Section 4 Nailsworth Ladder. 14PSI and 
a restart, we met Dean and Norton at 
the bottom going the wrong way they 
had failed the restart this was our 
chance to pull further ahead. We went 
up the track to the restart flag the flag is 
raised, the wheel spins the flag is shook 
as we move. We cleared the section, 
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but the decision doesn’t go our way. We 
dropped our first points, so this leaves 
us with an aim for next year. 
 
Section 5 Ham Mill. We were still on 
14PSI as it was a perfect road pressure 
for us with the restart catching out 10 of 
the 16 in class 8 cars. Nick guided me 
well to stop us from getting stuck in a 
large hole on his side of the car. 
Although it was hard to see due to all 
the snow and ice. 
 
Section 6 Bryan’s. A tough one for lots 
of the class 8s, there were several 12 
points, but we were having fun. It was a 
challenging hill, at the bottom Stuart 
green and Simon Woodall waited for us 
all. However, there were only three of us 
in the class clean on Bryans. It’s one of 
those sections that gets gripper the 
more cars attempt it. 
 
Section 7 Wicked Juniper. We have 
never got very far up Wicked Juniper 
before and no one had done well on it 
that day so far the best was a 7 and that 
was from Dean. Nick said its time for 
second gear unknown territory in the 
Shopland it normally just dies. With an 
aggressive start we pulled second and 
just passed the eight-marker. I think we 
would have span out in first gear lower 
down the hill. We backed down then 
watched the Gruffalo power up it to the 
six marker and Mr Woodall with all his 
2.5 litres drifting up the section to the 5 
marker the best class 8 climb. 
 
Section 8 Merves Swerve. A straight 
forward climb to restarts with snow all 
over it, the roots were very slippery. We 
will try this one again next year and 
hopefully do better. 
 
Section 9 Climperwell. We had to blow 
our tyres up to 16PSI for this one, all of 
the class 8 climbed this hill although 
there were some big ruts at the top. 
 
Section 10 Bulls Bank. Several of us 
gathered at the bottom of the hill, it 

looked very icy and snowy. We waited a 
while and then heard that the section 
was cancelled but we had to drive up 
the section anyway to do the special 
test.  
 
Section 11 Special Test. Stewart and 
Kieran Bartlett went first we waited a 
minute or so and then went it was 
slippery, we came around the corner to 
witness Kieran bouncing franticly stood 
on the spare wheels of the Cannon with 
compact ice it was no wonder the 
section was cancelled. On to the special 
test when we got there the marshal 
thought it might be cancelled however 
me and Nick thought we would do it 
anyway as it would be fun as it was 
steep to pull away in icy conditions. We 
moved onto the exit track, there was still 
heavy snow on the ground and it was 
very picturesque, then we went back to 
the road and onto section 12. 
 
Section 12 Talbot’s Terror.  As we drove 
down to it, it looked very steep and it is! 
Having only done the section once 
before last time struggling to a 3. We 
thought we would have to go low on the 
tyres 3 ½ psi. Although we didn’t go 
lower as we wanted to avoid getting a 
tyre puncher, as my travelling tyre 
repairer was having a week off. We 
bounce up over the section and 
successfully went clear and watched 
some other cars as we had to wait. Most 
of the other cars seemed to struggle 
with the section. 
 
Section 13 Baggers Run. Straight 
forward from A to stop astride B, but 
round a little tree. It seemed straight 
forward with not too much welly. 
 
Section 14 Jerrys. This was a tough little 
section with tyre pressure limits it caught 
several of class 8 cars out before the 
restart. Dean had the best climb leaving 
the restart and climbing to 2. We only 
managed to get to the three-marker, 
happy with that with the tyre restrictions 
(14 psi) 
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Section 15 Station Lane. We lined up at 
the bottom behind Bill Bennet in his 
lovely MG, the marshals warned us all 
about the deep ruts at the top of the 
section. Although the section looked 
straight forward with a few twists up 
through the woods. We finished! 
 
Summing up. This was a great way to 
spend a Sunday it was a little cold in the 
morning, we were lucky to be one of the 
only 5 cars to clear Crooked Mustard. 
However fair play to the two Beetles and 
Keith Sanders who made it look too 

easy a few of class 8 were unlucky. Lots 
of class 8 struggled with many dropping 
12s mainly due to the weather 
conditions and being early onto the hills 
compared to the later runners. We 
seemed to fair ok and came out with first 
in class 8. Many thanks for Stroud and 
District Motor Club for organising the 
trial and running it in the awkward 
conditions and thanks to the marshals 
and spectators plus competitors who all 
made this a good event to take part in, 
look forward to next year, cheers Paul.  

Launceston Trial, 10 February 
2019, by Clive Kalber 

L ew and Eastcott woods were the 
venue for Launceston trial 
organised by Launceston and 
North Cornwall Motor Club. We 

arrived good time on a cold and 
showery morning. Norton Selwood was 
my passenger for the day and after 
Adrian Booth had taken care of 
scrutineering we signed on and then 
had time to meet up with other 
competitors. There was a catering van 
on site all day serving hot food and 
drinks which was very welcome. This 
trial has a good range of sections from 
short, long and some that you can use 
all the power you have at your disposal! 

"The short one" had a right turn at the 
start leading to a straight steep climb up 
through the trees, Leslie Newell had the 
best climb here in class 8 and Andrew 
Rippon climbed to a 6 in his class 6 
Beetle, this being the only points 
dropped by him all day. 

"Tunnel Run" had a very slippery start 
line and continued to be slippery all the 
way to the top. A restart for classes 7 
and 8 meant the best climb in these 
classes was a 2. Sam Withers and Ryan 
Tonkin in the class 4 Beetles had great 
climbs here and went clean along with 

Roger Teagle and Andrew Rippon in 
class 6. 

"Rip and Roar" started on the bottom 
track sweeping right and then steep up 
through the trees with a restart for 
classes 7 and 8. Nick Symons had best 
climb in class 5 climbing to a 6 in his 
MX5. Roger Teagle broke a driveshaft 
here in his Beetle and unfortunately had 
to retire. Anna Williams in her standard 
engined Beetle had a great climb and 
went clean. We had a good climb here 
in the Tucker-Peake Pop and with some 
great bouncing from Norton Selwood on 
the restart we also went clear. 

After completing 11 sections and a 
special test it was back to the parking 
area for a well-deserved break and a 
spot of food from the catering van. After 
a quick stop it was time for another 
selection of great sections. 

"Nigels Nip" was slippery and with lots 
of tree roots in plus a restart for classes 
7 and 8. Phillip Thomas in his Melos 
was the only clear in class 7 with the 
best of the class getting stuck on the 
roots! Best in class 5 was Jon Cox 
climbing to a 5 and an excellent climb by 
James Shallcross in class 1 going clear. 

"Nearly There" had a right turn soon 
after the start and then went straight up 
very steep through the trees. With my 

40 

tyres down low and with plenty on 
power, the pop went up there with ease 
and front wheels hardly on the ground 
all the way up! 

"Over and Across", the last section of 
the day was a long rooty section with a 
restart for class 7 and 8 near the top. 
Andrerw Rippon was the only saloon to 
go clear with most of the others 
dropping 1 point on the steep bank at 
the end. 

Thank you to Launceston and North 
Cornwall Motor Club for an excellent trial 
and to all the marshals who stood 
around in the cold all day. 

Results 

Overall      Andrew Rippon     6 
Class 1     James Shallcross    36 
Class 4     Ryan Tonkin    10 
Class 5     Jon Cox     58 
Class 7     Clive Kalber    15 
Class 8     Simon Oates    22 

Beautiful day in the Lake 
District. Northern Trial 2019 
by Chris Barham 
 

B eing my first attempt at The 
Northern I was really looking 
forward to returning to the 
Lakes, my last visit was some 

30 years ago when I attended a college 
in Penrith for a few months learning how 
to be a lumberjack!  
 
With a few days booked off work, the 
missus and me set off in our van for a 
mini break, some 8½ hours of M6 
madness we were relaxing at our 
campsite. Friday was spent basking in 
sun exploring the local lakeside pubs. 
Had to keep reminding ourselves it was 
February and not May!  
 
Early Saturday and as not to wake 
fellow campers, I pushed my bike off 
site and headed to the start a couple of 
miles away. It was great to finally meet 
Peter Dive after many emails had been 
shared between us about the 
revolutionary KTM electric bike which 
was competing. After a natter and a 
good look at the diversity of machines in 
the car park it was time to find the “E” 
bike. They were in good spirits and 
charged ready to go. 3 spare batteries 
and the first going back on charge they 
reckoned they had a good chance of 
getting around the route with a mileage 
of 25-30 per battery, hopefully!  

A fellow southerner had turned up by 
now, so the normal laughs were 
had with Kathy Martin and then we set 
off. A truly comprehensive route sheet 
was easy to follow and soon section 1, 
Carlislegate, was here. A nice easy 
lane giving which only gave a couple of 
bikes some problems.  
 
Enjoying the scenery, we set off to 
Allhallows, section 2. A reasonably flat 
section with a muddy tight turn which 
caused a few to drop marks. Humpty 
Dumpty was on the same site and apart 
from nearly losing my way and a little 
trip off track I cleaned this section too. 
Doing well.  
 
The first special test was a loop around 
some trees with some stops. Nothing 
too hard but I’m not sure the marshal 
was timing us? I see it was dropped 
from the results so maybe there was 
some confusion going on? 
 
Section 4, Watchhill was fine and dry 
but the marshal was telling me how last 
year guys were struggling off the line 
and scoring 11s and 12s. What a 
difference some sun makes! The same 
for section 5, plenty of grip no 
problems.  
 
The scenery was getting better and 
better and now into the forests for the 
next sections… some steep hills with 
grippy grassy restarts. Steady going 
without any wheel spins and grip was to 
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be found. This was turning out to be a 
great day. 
 
The 2nd special test was again on a 
good surface which encouraged a few to 
blast to the stop line and happily slide 
past, less speed and a clean is better 
than a fail! My excuse for going slow lol. 
 
Cheshire Cat’s Smile looked like a 
section which would cause problems, 
nice bit of mud and roots mix. But nearly 
all the bikes cleaned it, with a tricky 
decent down afterwards.   
 
Long Crag! Lovely place for a restart on 
a slab and a restart marshal who 
counted us down for the off! Never had 
that before, bit like a start for a rally 
section.  
 
Grotto was a short blast up a steep 
grass track and an observer yelling 
“you’ve cleaned” at the top. Not sure 
how far we’d have ridden up without his 
warning? 
 
Ladyside started in the trees and once 
you broke through into the sun light a 
tricky restart with deep ruts was on the 
bend. Had a double dab off the line but 
hopefully, and was, well within the little 
white post so was safe on that! The day 
was going too well to drop marks on a 
restart error. 
 
Then onto section 13 which was quite a 
trek, especially with some motorist who 
didn’t want to be stuck behind a group of 
bikers, despite the 50mph speed limit, 
the bloke in front of me was nearly being 
pushed on! Bad driving award won by 
him!  
 
The next section had the restart 
cancelled for us so was just a gentle 
ride up a rutted track, trying not to be 
distracted again by some amazing 
views. 
 
Then Sandale! I’d heard so much about 
this lane and the horror stories of not 

even making it to the first turn, water 
flowing down the ruts and a restart so 
deep in mud some boots were lost! All I 
wanted to know was what the hell was 
this northern term ‘clarty mud’? 
Apparently it’s sticky mud, down south 
we have mud, deep mud and b*stard 
yellow clay! Now we can have clarty 
mud to boot. and yep it was sticky 
slippery mud, no restart but it got worse 
past the dip. The middle of the track was 
running out of grip and I dropped into 
the left-hand rut and dabbed! Small 
swear word and I dropped my first 
marks of the day and got a 3. 
 
The low score was enough to finally 
place me 2nd in class and 3rd overall. 
Being beaten by Phil Sanders who gave 
it a tad more throttle in the special test 
and Kathy who finished the day on a 
clean sheet. Those softie Southerner 
girls know how to ride. 
 
Overall a brilliant day with a good mix of 
sections and some of the best scenery 
I’ve ridden in for ages... and Mr KTM 
“electric”? Peter Griffin finished the trial, 
had a scare when battery 1 died very 
quickly but all others lasted the 
expected distance, he reported starts 
and restarts were hard work with the 
power kicking in fast causing wheel spin 
and grip problems. Fair play to his team 
for competing on a new concept bike. 
Let’s see if it catches on .... 
 
So then back to the campsite and some 
grub, followed by a long trip home 
Sunday but I did happen to pick up 
another bike to play with on the way…. 
but that’s another story for another day! 
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Not Quite Far Enough, 
Baldrick Blots His Copy Book, 
Northern Trial by Myke 
Pocock 
 

I t wouldn’t be a Northern Classic 
Trial without some sort of 
organizational issue. Previous years 
have seen storms and floods to 

challenge our intrepid team. For a few 
years the Forestry Commission have 
been carrying out a programme of 
thinning and extraction in the areas we 
use creating issues in the past. This 
year they decided that the Wythop 
complex was next on the agenda 
meaning the loss of 6 Northern sections, 
all of them classics. A return to the 
Darling How forest and Leesrigg Farm, 
both not used for some years, was 
necessary. 
 
Two sections in Darling How required 
work and Leesrigg needed a visit to 
decide which sections we would use. On 
set up day the weather in previous days 
and also further damage by the local 
4x4 club who also use the Leesrigg 
venue meant a change to our plans due 
to deep water and even deeper ruts. 
 
My usual passenger, Mrs P, had taken 
flying lessons off a step some weeks 
earlier causing a crash landing, so 
declined to accompany me as 
passenger due to a dodgy shoulder. 
Cue a request on the trials Facebook 
page and an offer from Ben Horton to 
take up the challenge. Ben’s father was 
a class 8 trialer some years ago, but he 
was a trials virgin himself. 
 
Previous days had seen some rain but 
the two set up days were bright and dry 
leading to my view that on the day the 
trial would be mostly dry. What do I 
know! Arriving at the auction mart in 
Wigton around 6:30am saw the gate 
already open and some competitors 
already on site. It was good to see 
David Golightly back amongst the sport 

with his new Ford T Special, a change 
from his usual mount as it has a door to 
enable him to get in and out easily 
following his horrendous accident some 
time ago. Matt Facey’s giraffe BMW 316 
had some marshals interested through 
the day. For the first time for ages we 
had a full entry split equally between 
bikes and cars and even had a reserve 
list, unheard of previously. Our 
marketing initiative on last November’s 
VSCC Lakeland Trial had paid dividends 
with a good entry from vintage cars 
including seven Austin 7s of various 
types. A chance for them to have 
another go at some classic Lakeland 
Trial sections. 
 
Section 1, Carlislegate Lane is not 
exactly one of those easy starter 
sections seen on some trials, being an 
Unclassified Road with deep ruts on the 
first half of the track. With Ben installed 
in the back for his very first section we 
set off with the intent to keep tight right. 
However, the back end eventually 
decided to drop into the rut pushing the 
front end up the bank and destroying 
much forward progress and then we 
came up against the step at the end of 
the rut and that was our lot. Ben enjoyed 
it though. At least, although we scored a 
7, two others were just in front with 
sixes.  
 
A short run across country took us to the 
two sections on the Allhallows mine site. 
The ground here mostly comprises 
mining waste that has been re treated a 
few years ago to remove what coal 
residue remained. When wet it is like 
grease! Section 2, Allhallows, didn’t 
have much change in altitude but made 
up with a slippery swamp and a wicked 
left hand just after the 10-marker. Too 
much welly saw the front end decide 
that straight on was preferable to turning 
left, then the nut behind the wheel 
thought that more power would see the 
offside front wheel dig in and throw us 
around the corner. Failure of that 
cunning plan saw intimate contact with 
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the scenery in the guise of a tree. 
Broken headlight and indicator, bent 
bonnet, front panel and wing and the 
hope that Mr Plod didn’t see us through 
the rest of the day! Teach me to show 
off. More garage time needed. Section 4 
was a sort of rerun of three with no 
desire to turn a sharp left leaving us with 
a 9 and 8 for our efforts. Still Ben was 
enjoying it! 
 
Our next challenge was Observed Test 
1 in the Setmurthy forest, easily 
dispatched but discounted in the overall 
scores due to operator failure on behalf 
of the test Controller. Section 4, Watch 
Hill was under the watchful eye of one 
of my teacher friends from a previous 
job of a few years ago. In previous years 
this hill has, at times, seen competitors 
unable to even get off the start line such 
was the swamp at the start. A 
combination of working parties in 
previous years and good weather saw 
an easy run up to our restart line, nicely 
straddled and an easy pull away, 
negotiating the cross roots for a zero at 
last. The success was celebrated by 
both in car! Section 5, Telf’s was hero 
to zero. A short steep few yards on a 
reasonably grippy surface saw us loose 
grip just before the 11 but at least we 
were not the only one. This year we had 
devised a cunning plan to outwit anyone 
who remembers the section from 
previous years. Taking the route of the 
section to the right when it levelled off 
just after the start did nothing to 
challenge those who made it that far 
due to the dry conditions under the 
trees.  
 
On then to Section 6, Black Hole and a 
very short wait before our turn. I had 
conditioned myself to running slightly 
higher pressures due to getting too 
much grip in the past. Last year when 
two German reporters visited The 
Northern to do an article on Bill Bennett. 
I took one of them up this section in 
dryer conditions to record what would 
usually have been a clean for my class. 

This year we had set the hill out longer 
for the 1s to 5s and the hill was far more 
slippery so a 3 was a very pleasing 
result, finding some grip that I didn’t 
think existed. Unfortunately an issue 
later in the day caused its cancellation. 
 
It was around this time that I was aware 
of a fueling issue with the Filter King unit 
going dry and causing the engine to 
starve. Not being able to identify the 
exact cause I used my spare fuel and 
took advantage of the fuel diversion in to 
Cockermouth to brim the tank. All was 
running well again, and we set off to 
section 7, Darling How with a brief stop 
for the previous competitor to attempt 
the hill. Trying to start the car saw 
nothing, the battery appearing to be 
virtually dead after working well all day. 
Electrics are not my thing, so a bump 
start was on the agenda. This section 
used to be a run in the park, but forest 
operations had widened it and caused 
some ruts. Also being unused for some 
years saw a good covering of grass. 
Making the restart line was easy with a 
very wide section giving options where 
to stop but dropping the clutch saw no 
forward progress. Fortunately, neither 
did it involve any rearward movement so 
some serious wheelspin, not an 
inconsiderable amount of tyre smoke 
and a very energetic Ben saw us finally 
find traction and a pleasing clean of the 
hill. Scores show this as the easiest hill 
of the day with all bikes and cars 
cleaning it. 
 
Section 8 was Sheepfold, managed by 
Chris Veevers, one of Fellside’s founder 
members. We had cleared this hill some 
weeks before of a good quantity of 
brash and partially levelled out some 
serious cross ruts made by a harvesting 
machine. The first few feet are steep 
with a covering of earth and shale. It 
looks easy enough but the spread of 
11s and 12s show some didn’t find the 
necessary grip, us included. Fuel 
starvation occurred again but some 
fiddling around but without a real idea of 
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the exact problem saw us away after a 
push start to Observed Test 2 which was 
dispatched easily. I was worried that the 
fueling issue was getting worse, but we 
made Cheshire Cat’s Smile just a few 
miles away with only a couple of cars in 
front but an engine that died again. More 
checking and just sufficient power in the 
battery to run the Facet pump saw 
pressure build up and a bump start got 
us to the line. The surface is slippery 
mud with little discernable grip and a 
wide 90 right saw a 7, the worse score 
of the day. My mind was not on it.  
 
Section 10 is Long Crag and although it 
is a straight run up a steep hill, I enjoy 
this one. The start line is straight off the 
forest track needing good speed from 
the off. Over the year’s ruts have formed 
exposing cross roots and a hump up the 
middle.  A great hill to clean but this year 
a restart for 6, 7 and 8 and the bikes 
requested from last year caught some 
out. The fuel issue was still causing 
concern’ but we made it to section 
9 The Grotto. Some Fell Side 
members were for leaving this one 
out, considering it too easy and 
indeed in the past it has been. 
However as at Long Crag, the 
surface has cut away and to give it 
added flavor, the start line was 
positioned on the forest track with a 
90 right on to the hill this year. As 
you may remember Sir Baldrick 
doesn’t do tight turns but a gentle 
approach this time saw grip and a 
good run to the end. I decided here 
that we would abandon our 

attempts on 12 and 13, going directly to 
Sandale. However, the car gods had 
other ideas and just down the road saw 
the eventual demise of the fuel system, 
a porous fuel line pulling in air being the 
most likely cause but no chance of a 
repair for a number of reasons. I was 
disappointed for myself as Fell Side 
organizers only get a chance at entering 
on a rotation system but more so for Ben 
who didn’t get to complete the trial. He 
enjoyed it immensely though.   
 
There were some very pleasing climbs, 
Black Hole and Long Crag and some 
that I probably should have done better 
on, Telfs and Sheepfold, but all in a very 
enjoyable day up to our capitulation. 
 
Many thanks to all who continue to 
support our trial so far up the country but 
a special mention to all our marshals, 
quite a number who have supported us 
for many years. 

Northern Trial by Stuart & 
Kieran Bartlett, Cannon Class 
8 – Car 58  
 

A fter finishing work early on 
Friday afternoon, the trailer was 
hitched up for the long journey 
North (for a change, it’s 

normally South), we headed for the M6 
to join every man and his dog at rush 
hour going North from Stoke to the 
topside of the Blackpool junction. We 
had a good incident free journey getting 
to our hotel at a reasonable time to have 
dinner and a couple of pints whilst 
catching up with fellow trailers who were 
staying at the same hotel. 

Myke and Nigel Jones at the start 
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After a good breakfast we headed to 
Wigton to the really good start and finish 
venue – the Cattle Market. We unloaded 
and Kieran took the Cannon for 
scrutineering whilst I got everything 
together. It was a glorious morning in 
the Lake District and the forecast was 
warm and dry all day, which is extremely 
unusual in the Lakes at this time of year.  
 
Our start time was at 8.58 and we were 
following David Golightly (it’s really good 
to see David out again) in his newly built 
Ford Special. Ahead of David was Mike 
and then Dean in the 2 DP Wasps.  
 
Carlislegate Lane. A relatively straight 
forward section so long as you keep 
tight to the right-hand side as there are 
deep ruts on the left, with the Cannon 
being narrow we cleared this section 
with no problems at all. We then had the 
drive to Leesrigg Farm which had an ex 
colliery at the back of it, we hadn’t 
visited this for a number of years and 
my memories were that there was 
always fairly deep muddy puddles here. 
We had 2 sections here. 
 
Allhallows. A relatively flat section with a 
very tight hairpin at the 8-marker, we 
watched Dean through who hand 
braked the Wasp around the hairpin. 
Mike didn’t get around in the other Wasp 
and then our turn, a bit of throttle around 
the hairpin and the Cannon just came 
around, missing the tree with inches to 
spare. This hairpin caught most of the 
entry out with more two-and three-point 
manoeuvres to get around. 
 
Humpty Dumpty. A tight 90 just after the 
start in one hell of a muddy puddle, kept 
tight left, a few up and downs and 
cleared the section. We then had the 
drive into the forest where the special 
test was first 
 
Setmurthy – Test 1. A straight forward 
test this, start at A, forward astride B, 
reverse astride C and forward to stop 
astride A. We all completed the test 

competitively against each other only to 
realise that the start marshal was not 
timing anyone, he was just watching 
everyone go around the test. 
 
Watch Hill. Normally this section is 
extremely wet on both the track leading 
up to it and at the start, this year it was 
not. Restart for us here and after a tricky 
bit through the trees we got to the 
restart line. We trickled off the line and 
cleared the section. 
 
Telf’s Challenge. I blew the clutch up on 
this section last year, so I was not 
wanting a repeat performance. A short 
sharp climb and then on to a climb 
through the forest, again the section 
was dry and we cleared and had the 
drive through the trees to: 
 
Black Hole. There was quite a queue 
here, so we had a catch up with fellow 
trailers whilst waiting. Two markers here 
and we had to follow the white numbers 
on black background as classes 6, 7 
and 8 had a longer section than classes 
1 to 5. Again the bottom of this section 
is normally muddy but not this year, we 
had a restart on this section and again 
plenty of grip and we cleared the 
section. 
 
Darling How. A 90 right and a short, 
steep climb. Plenty of grip and we 
cleared, Kieran had up to this point not 
had to bounce once 
. 
Sheepfold. This section used to have a 
really tricky start with plenty tree roots 
on a short sharp climb, these this year 
had gone so it was a short sharp climb 
and then a steady climb through the 
woods. We watched Nicola in her Beetle 
clear, Dean trickled of the start and 
cleared, so did we, loads of grip and 
another section cleared. 
 
Aiken Beck – Test 2. Start at A, all over 
B, reverse all over C and stop astride D. 
Lets hope the marshal was timing this 
test. We had a good run on this test with 
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the Cannon gripping well, but we were 
just beaten by Dean who was just over 
½ second faster. 
 
Cheshire Cat’s Smile. Nicola cleared 
and was kept at holding at the top whilst 
Dean went up, we waited at the bottom 
whilst both returned. Our turn and again 
loads of grip, slightly muddy / boggy at 
the middle of the section but again we 
cleaned the section, we didn’t have to 
wait at the top as Fred in the Marlin 
hadn’t quite got to the start line. So, we 
had a pleasant drive through the forest 
to: 
 
Long Crag. 20 psi with a restart, Dean 
was first, and we heard him on the rev 
limiter at the restart, he cleared the 
section. Our turn, just enough room at 
the restart to get the rear wheels over a 
large tree root (this had been what Dean 
was on the rev limiter for as he stopped 
low) again we got off the restart with 
ease and cleared the section. Still clean 
all day along with Dean. 
 
Grotto. A short blast up and we cleared 
this short grassy track. Onto: 
 
Ladyside. Always a favourite section of 
mine, a long blast through the trees with 
a bend at the top with deep ruts a restart 
that always require a great deal of 
bouncing to clear. This year this was not 
required. Onto the restart, plenty of grip 
and we cleared the section. (this section 
could have gone on for another 100yds 
– maybe next year Fellside). There was 
a group of marshals at the section ends 
who had a fire and BBQ on the go, very 
cosy it looked. Dean was parked up 
waiting and we had to wait for the next 
car to come up, it was Nicola, she 
cleared the section and we all waved 
her through, she must have had a 
blonde moment as she continued right 
out the top (it can be done Fellside). 
She turned around and joined us with a 
bemused look on her face until we 
explained. The marshals waved us 
down and we were done in the forests. 

A long drive to: 
 
Solway View. This was the reverse of 
the first section of the day. It had a 
restart near the start and then it was a 
steady climb up and then a stay to the 
left this time so as not to get drawn into 
the deep ruts. Both Dean and myself 
were both clear at this point in the trial 
and there was one hill left – Sandale. 
 
Sandale. Class 8s are the only ones 
with a restart on this section, it is always 
in the worst part of the section. With the 
tyres set at 10psi to give the diff ground 
clearance we were off. A steady climb to 
the restart which this year had the 
deepest of ruts on the nearside, with 
plenty of mud, I manged to straddle this, 
and the restart marshal raised his flag. 
Plenty of grip and we cleared Sandale. 
We heard Dean on the restart and next 
thing he was out the top of Sandale 
also. 
 
We had both gone clear all day and 
Dean had beaten me by ½ second on 
the one special test that was timed. Who 
knows what the result would have been 
had the first special test been timed, ah 
well that’s trialing and we had both had 
a good competitive day? 
 
Back to the Cattle Market for signing off 
and then a cracking steak pie. The 
portions are exceptional for the price, 
and really filling. A chat whilst having 
dinner and then the long drive back to 
Derbyshire. 
 
Congratulations to Fellside on putting on 
a good trial, even with the loss of so 
many sections in the challenging 
Whinlatter Forest. Hopefully next year 
they will be back in the trial. Also thanks 
to all the marshals, without you we 
couldn’t have a days motorsport. 



47 48 


	Restart Cover March 2019
	Restart March 2019 E version

