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The eagle-eyed amongst you might have noticed that I have a new email address.  
At the moment  it forwards mail to my free-online account, so you need not change 
your address books, but it is much easier to remember. 
 
I have just heard from Mark that unfortunately he is standing down from the 
Assistant Editor’s role. Work and family commitments are necessarily taking more of 
his time. Mark has been an excellent Assistant Editor and I shall miss his services 
greatly. I always think that I have the easier job—battling with the computer and not 
with twisting competitors’ arms to contribute.  Mark has introduced some new and 
interesting contributors to the magazine and I would like to thank him for all his help. 
 
Mark will look after the June issue as usual, so we will need someone to take over 
his role in September. It is a very 
important job and I really couldn’t manage 
single handed. Restart has been 
described as the life blood of the ACTC 
and is it very important  in helping keeping 
people in touch with what is going on. You 
will be provided with entry lists and 
competitors’ details and should have 
access to email.  I am sure Mark would be 
happy to fill you in with what it entails. 
 
It is an interesting job and a great way  to 
get to know your fellow competitors, 
although you don’t need to be a 
competitor to do the job. Please let Simon 
or me know if you are interested. 
 
 

STOP PRESS 
 

The Lands End Trial 
wins   

“The Off Road Event 
of the Year”  

award at the Historic 
Motorsport 

International Show on 
21st February 
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T here is no doubt in my mind that 
our sport is at a crossroads. On 
the one hand, we are being 
threatened with our very 

existence by the latest proposals from 
DEFRA and on the other I can announce 
the launch of a new, or at least a 
returned, trial. To start with the good 
news. 
 
The Ilkley Trial is back. After a ten 
year gap, the twice run (1992 and 1993) 
Ilkley Trial returns to our calendar on 
23rd May. Starting and finishing at Ilkley 
Rugby Club, the trial will be for two, 
three and four wheelers and will include 
the popular Watergate and Scar House 
Slack sections from the early nineties. 
The ACTC car mailing list will be used to 
ensure that all the regulars receive 
regulations, and I urge you all to support 
this new venture. Late May might seem 
like an unlikely date for a trial, but from 
an organiser’s point of view, the late 
date means that there are likely to be 
few weather related problems - quite 
important for a first time organiser. It 
also means that the event is not going to 
clash with any other trial, and therefore, 
hopefully, few of you will have a 
motorsport related excuse for not being 
there.  
 
Putting on a new event can be a difficult 
business, and I would urge you all to 
support this venture. You can be 
assured of a glorious welcome in the 
Yorkshire Dales - even if they are 
novices at putting on a classic trial, you 
may rest assured that they do know how 
to put on a good party. 
 
 

Annual Awards 
I was extremely grateful to Giles 
Greenslade in January for taking a lot of 
the burden of setting up the ACTC 
Awards presentation of my shoulders. 
This made me feel even more guilty 
when tiredness meant that my side of 
the affair was not as polished as it 
should have been.  
 
After some 19 years of post Exeter 
presentations, Giles and I both feel that 
this format is probably past its sell by 
date. It has become more difficult to 
arrange the delivery of the trophies to 
the hotel, as most of the people who 
might volunteer for such a task tend to 
be travelling there the hard way, and not 
in a position to carry fragile silverware. 
Not to mention the fact that the quantity 
involved is well beyond the carrying 
capacity of even the average saloon.  
 
I am therefore very grateful for the 
efforts of Ian Bates, who collected the 
trophies from one of Mike Chatwin's 
emporia, but who as course  opening car 
could not take them all round with him. 
He met Paul Bartleman at the Haynes 
Museum who then took them on, via his 
marshalling duties at Bovey Down, to 
the Trecarn Hotel. On top of this there is 
the problem of a zero timescale between 
establishing the winners at the end of 
season Camel Trial and being able to 
get the engraving done before the 
country closes down for Christmas.  
 
Giles’ idea is that we would be better to 
have some sort of social event in maybe 
May or June rather like the Dinner & 
Dance that ran for a few years some 
time ago. By presenting ALL the awards 
at this, rather than just the replicas as 
was done in the past, there will be time 
to organise things properly and put on a 
good show. 
 
Discretionary Awards 
 
Coupe des Dames Trophy, Emma 
Flay. I felt a little hesitant when giving 
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this award to Emma, "Best of the Rest" 
seems poor reward for someone who 
clearly ranks amongst "the best" but this 
year she has added her name to the 
history books, by joining that very 
exclusive group of lady triple award 
winners and probably being part of the 
first all girl triple award winning crew. 

 
Rest & Be Thankful Trophy, John 
Heseltine. John has partnered Dave 
Turner all year in the BMW. That degree 
of bravery must surely be justification 
enough for an award. He is always 
cheerful and helpful, taking photos of 

competitors that are then passed on at 
subsequent events. Usually he is having 
to hang on as opposed to just bouncing. 
He missed only the Exe Valley, due to 
being in hospital but still "bounced back" 
for the Edinburgh 
 
Wait Until Next Year Trophy, Simon 
Groves. Another second generation 
trialler launches himself onto the scene 
in one of the most competitive classes, 
yet is very competitive "straight out of 
the box". Hauling the car from Norfolk 
weekend after weekend demonstrates 
serious dedication. As to the future? I 
know there's an unused Troll in the 
senior Groves garage  

 
 
Moore Trophy, Bill Bennett. Other 
members of the pre-war (that’s WW2 
kids) MG fraternity are constantly telling 
me that "one day" trials are too rough for 
their machines. Yet they all do the 
Edinburgh, which is, IMHO, the roughest 
of all the trials and Bill, who has one of 
the oldest of all these machines does 
ALL the one day events. Someone 
somewhere must have it wrong, and I 
don't think it’s Bill. 
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Premier Cup, Nick Farmer. When Nick 
first appeared with this car, it was so 
easy to trot out all the old Skoda jokes, 
but with the name changed to Maestro. 
Now, after an overall victory on the Exe 
Valley, the joke is on us, and light starts 
to appear at the end of a Golf GTi 
tunnel. 

 
Trial of the Year. They gave that to me, 
there must be some mistake! 
 
 
Mike Massey Shield, Michael Leete. In 
a sport that prides itself on its friendly 
attitude and sense of mutual co-
operation it is not always easy to pick 
out an individual. But there are some 
that do more than just compete, and 
help the sport in other ways. When this 
benevolence away from the hills is 
matched by assistance, not just for a 
fellow competitor but for one who, if they 
continue, is going to beat you to a 
trophy, then that is sportsmanship 
deserving of reward. Michael did this for 
Giles Greenslade when his car started to 
fall apart halfway round the Clee Hills.  
 
 
 

 
As the Historic Motorsports Show takes 
place on the weekend that Restart is put 
to bed, at the time of writing I can only 
hope that it goes well. As you read this, 
you no doubt already know. 
 
Rights of Way This is discussed in 
depth elsewhere, all I can add is: 
 
If you have to make a 
choice in the next two 
weeks to either work on the 
trials car or write some 
letters, this time there isn't 
an option……….. You need 
to write some letters! 
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S port – and all it brings through 
the winning and the taking part 
in the last issue, we celebrated 
the Wheelspin winners, who 

were duly acknowledged at the Trecarn 
prize giving and well represented 
through Roger Bricknell’s good words.  
To many of us though, the taking part is 
the essence, and in a sport that requires 
its participants to avoid coming to an 
unintended halt around a set route, 
maintaining progress on the road is just 
as important as maintaining progress on 
a steep, muddy lane. Suffering an 
unintended halt at the roadside 
sometimes requires both hardware and 
motivational help, much of which is so 
freely given in our game. So it was 
particularly pleasing for the Association 
to recognise Mike Leete at this year’s 
ceremony, where Giles (a class 4 rival of 
course) expounded upon Mike’s support 
offered before and during some recent 
events, real ‘against all odds’ 
doggedness that fulfils the spirit of 
classic reliability trialling. Mike doesn’t 
confine himself to Beetle surgery, since 
Neil Bray, another class.4 ‘rival’, has 
much praise for Mike’s sporting help in 
times of roadside breakdown. 
 
On February’s Cotswold Clouds, the 
best this Pug crew could offer in the 
‘rescue’ line was to donate our drinking 
water to soothe Tony Hewett’s boiling 
Skoda, then to be repaid many times 
over by Colin Perryman, as we suffered 
endless tyre and tube punctures. And 
such help after Colin had been tested 
enough, through forgetting at the pumps 
that his 3 Series wasn’t a tDi model! 
 
Taking part in our treasured sport is 
valuable to us all of course, so please 
make sure you’ve set aside an evening 
to barrage your M.P. about the threat 
from DEFRA, using the tools which 
Andrew has prepared for us. He and 
Alan Foster have devoted many days to 
analysing documents, structuring 
responses and to meeting DEFRA staff, 
for which planning, cajoling. Diplomacy 
and networkiing we are indebted. On our 

congested little island, it seems a shame 
that a vendetta by a handful of the likes 
of the R.A. leadership seem to be intent 
on lobbying the Rural Affairs minister to 
outlaw motorised use of green lane 
byways. We triallers share our 
countryside access very cordially with 
walkers, runners, riders and even (once 
on Cannock Chase) husky team racers. 
We consult locally, minimise noise, cut 
back overgrowth, and clear away litter, 
yet other illegal users flourish with a 
cowboy attitude and rare risk of 
punishment. Waiting calmly amongst 20 
competitors in Dursley’s Sunday 
morning hush to tackle Crooked 
Mustard, a pair of 2 stroke trial bikes 
shot past us with exhausts cackling: 
unfortunately it was enough to stir up the 
neighbourhood, and to tarnish us all. 
One can sympathise with rural 
householders who endure such rasping 
din, and with conservators who find their 
SSSIs recklessly eroded, but the nation 
has seen before that clamping down on 
the law-abiding will not stop the law-less. 
 
In my letter to local M.P, I made 
reference to the motoring chaos we in 
the West Midlands suffered one evening 
after a snowfall soon became polished 
to black ice. Years ago, we motorists 
were reminded to take a shovel, mat, 
warm clothes and a hot drink when 
venturing out in wintry conditions – now 
we are simply urged to take a mobile 
phone! Society’s mood has seemingly 
switched from ‘personal responsibility’ to 
‘individual rights’: drivers now entrust 
their safety to gritters, not to their driving 
skills. Chugging home across the snowy 
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Lickey Hills, I saw violent wheelspin 
starts, futile hillclimbs, skids down 
cambers, skids into kerbs and skids into 
each other! ABS has its limits, but drivers 
seem to lack training for the skills of 
perception and control. 
 
Perhaps this ‘angle’ might be exploited 
more positively in the promotion and 
defence of our sport. Under our current 
threat we might need to re-assess our 
image to the public, adopting the pro-
active stance of the Ramblers 
Association, with their political allies, eco
-website and conservation PR.  The 
short article in Feb. 1st’ Times Motoring 
Supplement was ideal lobbying material, 
featuring a ‘homely’ photo Bill & Liz 
Bennett in their MG .Perhaps we might 
encourage the visibility of ‘greener’ 
motors: have any of our motorcyclists 
ever tried one of the electric machines on 
the market? And we may have to offer 
mediating solutions, which dissipate the 
treats and which could stress the value 
of the responsible MSA approved 
byways user. 
 
Meantime, Falcon’s March Hare is 
blossoming in an area of the country we 
might have believed to be ‘anti 
motorsport’ – Liz will be taking the helm 
again, partly thanks to the club’s 
pragmatic ‘monthly membership’ deal. 
I’m sure the ‘family membership’ 
principle would draw more members in to 
the MCC and class 0, but have not been 
successful in my lobbying yet! Falcon 
also have their novel March Hare web 
site, a great advance to introduce and 
update contenders on the status of the 
event, the entries and results in an 
engaging way – an example other clubs 
might usefully follow. 
 
We also enjoyed further advances with 
route innovation on MAC’s Clee Hills 
Trial this January, where Jonathan 
Toulmin had successfully progressed  
‘Figure 8’ routing to great effect – the 
event seemed to flow non-stop: we 
started at 9.45 and finished after 11 hills 

and 3 tests by 3.45, so another idea well 
worth wider consideration. In his 
compact route, Jonathan threw in a 
timed test worthy of the Fox-Cunningham 
school of crafty C of C’s, one in which 
our sportsman, Mike Leete, showed his 
clear thinking by getting a ‘clean’, 
amongst class-loads of ‘fails’! 
 
And now, just as the sport is threatened, 
we have new action to anticipate as the 
Ilkley & District Motor Club launch their 
Yorkshire trial in May after a decade’s 
lull. The organising team, now retired, 
have invested their time and energy to 
scouring the scenic dales and to rustling 
up a route of potentially 20 sections – 
and they’re not short of marshals! We’re 
encouraging them into the fold and they 
have much experience of running 
motorcycle trials, so please consider 
supporting their new date and place 
‘slot’. 
 
Of course we have lost Holsworthy’s 
Chairman’s Trophy Trial from the 
calendar this year, owing to Roger Pole’s 
severe illness; it was such a shock to 
learn of this impact upon such a robust, 
sporting chap who was amongst the first 
to alert the ACTC to the last 
governmental threat to our activities. 
Roger, our thoughts and optimistic 
wishes are with you and your family. 
 
And finally, to close on a practical 
secretarial note: the MSA manage to 
deluge me with multiple Blue Book 
copies each year, so if you or a 
colleague need one, please let me know. 
 

Adrian 
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The Camel Classic  
by Tony Young 

 

T he Camel, the final trial of the 
year, is always popular because 
of the challenge it presents and 
the quality of the hills. The long 

dry spell, which had run from mid March 
to a week or so before the Hardy, had 
made a nonsense of events and caused 
real problems for the organisers to come 
up with a challenge. Some had 
instigated swingeing tyre pressure limits 
and others different start line and/or 
deviations. It has certainly thrown up 
some changes in the results with 
classes 1 and 4 winning trials overall. 
The upside is that we have a good 
variety of classes now heading up the 
Wheelspin .  
 
On Sunday 7th December the 
organisers did not need to impose any 
restriction or trickery. They just implied 
“There are the hills, go get ‘em”. With 
recent rain and a sunny day it was 
perfect trailing conditions. With fifteen 
hills and two special tests we were 
started in class order, 1 to 8, at three-
minute intervals. This worked well as 
there were few hold-ups during the day.  
 
The first two hills, in Church Park 
Woods, were typical woodland tracks 
where grip is all. On the first Nigel Moss 
screamed his Troll to two, whereas a 
similarly equipped Paul Bartleman was 
heard easing off the further he went, to 
become one of only eleven out of fifty 
five competitors to go clear. The rest 
dropped anything from nine to two, a 
good start. CW2 was a bit kinder. The 
twisty climb claiming just a handful.  
 
Next Clinnick! My lasting memory of this 
hill is every year seeing Adrian Dommett 
coming down the back road from the 
top, having been the only one to clean it, 
whereas we would get to a three or two 

(on the really steep bit) with the front 
hovering, not knowing if it would stay put 
or flip up and over. A marshal always 
came to our help by laying on the front 
as we crept back down. Last year we too 
cleaned it. But our elation took a slight 
dent when we found half a dozen or 
more up there already. The hill must be 
getting kinder. We cleaned it again this 
year, but only after a struggle and verbal 
encouragement. At about the six marker, 
we began to run out of momentum. I 
said loudly “0h we’re not going to make 
it”, to which John shouted back “Shut up 
and put your foot down”. I did as told 
and we made it to the top, being one of 
thirteen clears. Most of the early cars 
made it around the bend but came to a 
halt at about my anguish point. There 
were a few twos and ones in classes 6,7 
and 8. I know the feeling!  
 
Next was Bishopswood, with a restart for 
class 8. OH DEAR! We were relieved to 
drive by the side of the vicious slab, 
which proved to be so costly for ‘gold 
hopefuls’ on this year’s Lands End. 
“Where is the restart?” Well, the CoC is 
to be congratulated on his vision. The 
restart, as on many other hills with 
restarts whether for 8, 7 and 8 or 6, 7 
and 8, was placed in such a position that 
it was no trouble to get off, of but would 
take the momentum away just where 
you needed it to clean the hill. Instead of 
half, or in some cases all the class 
getting a six, the results were excellent. 
It evened out the marks throughout the 
entry with no one going clean. A few 
good twos included Rob Williams in his 
class 7 Imp and Mike Workman, out 
again after what seemed too long a rest, 
in his Golden Valley Special.  
 
Two more hills in Bishopswood 
produced only a few clears, notable 
being Paul Allaway in his class 1 Astra. 
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Paul having suffered tyre inflation 
equipment problems early on was 
probably down on the rims by now! Hill 
7, Pormorla, better known as ‘the garden 
centre’, was it’s usual tricky self with the 
track up to the raspberry bush stumps 
taking their toll on quite a few. As you 
know we are not allowed to look at hills 
before attempting the climb, but 
occasionally we can steel a peep when 
we are called to help extract a fellow 
entrant from some tree or hole, that only 
manpower will release. This happened 
to us thrice, on hill 1 with Bill Foreshew, 
on hill 9 with Mike Chatwin and here with 
Nigel Moss. Of course you look and 
think if just go there etc. Well for me it 
never works, we got a five, it’s better if I 
don’t see them. Serves you right I hear 
you say! Next time I will politely decline 
or busy myself with some imaginary 
problem.  
 
There followed three hills at Lanow. On 
the first, although there were clears in all 
classes quite a few came to a halt in the 
mud around the nine marker, notably 
Dudley Sterry in his J2 MG. Probably its 
narrow track causing one wheel to run 
up out of the wheel-tracks and into the 
goo. This was followed by Special Test 
1, which was a long test mostly on grass 
and finishing just after a slash through a 
small stream. Thomas Bricknell was 
fastest here  with 19.1 secs, which set 
him up for best aggregate time of 42.1 
secs.  
 
With a high scoring trial, as the Camel 
is, the test times are not so important 
and some entrants are more relaxed 
over getting a good time. Such contempt 
may have proved costly to Adrian 
Marfell, who had left his VW Special at 
home and entered class 4 with a ‘clap 
hands’ Bug, dropping 51 total, equal 
marks to Ian Moss in his Imp. He was 

pipped on time for the class win. Of 
course even if he had been trying he 
may still not have won as Ian doesn’t 
hang around either. Lanow 2 saw the 
retirement of Mike Chatwin and his Troll, 
having broken the gearbox output shaft, 
was pushed and pulled back down the 
hill, along with expensive sounding 
noises to be trailer rescued. Lanow 3 
was a very steep climb finishing in a field 
at the top. Some of those that made it 
into the field had problems getting that 
last one mark on the grass. It was on 
this hill that Roger Bricknell broke the 
diff on his class 7 Vincent. With his 
Wheelspin win, in theory, at stake he 
was all out to get it changed and back at 
the hills.  
 
On to Helligan and Test 2. An A, B, C, D 
forward and reverse at a track crossing. 
Nigel Moss with his Troll was best here 
with 21.3 secs. Helligan 1 did not cause 
many problems and was one of Dick 
Bolt’s clears with his class 1 VW Golf. 
Paul Allaway dropped a two and this 
was the difference between them in their 
final scores, to come 1st and 2nd in the 
class. Helligan 2 proved to be a stopper 
for all. The best being five class 7s with 
three and three class 8s with two.  
 
Just a short distance for two more hills in 
Shellwood. The first had a restart for 
class 8, only but again sited not to stop 
but to take momentum away. This gave 
just one clean with Peter Fear in his 
Dingo Special getting to a one and 
plenty of twos, threes and fours. Nigel 
Allen on his way to win class 6 with his 
Beetle also made it to a two. Here Roger 
Bricknell’s replacement diff also gave up 
to give him a DNF. Shellwood 2 was 
another stopper, but Andrew Martin’s 
Dutton Melos made it to one and Tommy 
Kalber ditto got to two. Obviously a 
Melos hill! Our last hill, Laneskin, was 
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cleaned by all but two. One of which was 
Nigel Allen who picked up a twelve! 
Although, as mentioned, he won class 6 
and this probably took away his chance 
of a repeat win overall on index. So 
ended an excellent trial, well run and a 
lot of thought put into the layout of the 
hills. Thanks to all the crew.  
 
I’m afraid this report can only be one 
man’s view of the event, as with our 
sport the pity is you only get to talk to, at 
most, eight or ten people each side of 
your number and see even less attempt 
the hills so it’s back to the finish to see 
the smiles and hear the ‘if onlys’. David 
Haizelden said he had dropped 99! In 
fact it was 70, which put him in an 
unusual third place in class. I think he 
may have got a bit confused as he can 
usually count his score on his fingers but 

this time he needed all his and Aaron’s 
digits almost twice over and it was just 
too much for him! Worth a mention is the 
effort of Bill Bennett in his J2 MG. 
Classes 1 and 2 were amalgamated, so 
it was a case of the old among the new
(ish) No, it’s the cars I’m referring to Bill. 
But even so he finished just off half way, 
dropping only seven more than the class 
winner. Paul Bartleman was very 
consistent in his Troll dropping just five 
2s (that’s ten Dave!) to win his fourth 
trial in a row and five in total to take him 
to 3rd place in the Wheelspin, at the last 
minute.  
 
With F&M and a very dry season our 
sport has suffered of late, but the fun 
and camaraderie is still great. Long may 
it continue! 
 

Anatomy of a Trials Car 
by Myke Pocock 

 

F irst off, let me say that this is 
about my trials car, the way I 
have done it up to present, so 
not necessarily the right way but 

is there a right way anyway? Secondly, I 
like building cars. Apart from an aborted 
attempt to restore a Ford Falcon 
Caribbean and an even more ridiculous 
attempt to build a Jeep style vehicle on a 
shortened Datsun Pickup chassis I have 
built a JC Midge and am ¾ of the way 
through the build of a Locost. No ready 
built chassis and suspension 
components for me! This has been 
written after competing on one trial (The 
Edinburgh), two club PCTs and one 
PCA. 
 
Just to set the scene pre trials car 
construction, my JC Midge was pressed 
into service as a competition weapon on 
PCA’s and PCT’s with Fell Side Auto 
Club for the past seven or eight years. I 
enjoyed a certain amount of success 

over the years but an attempt at a mini-
classic trial organised by the club led to 
some serious bodywork damage, a bill 
for £100+ and a mental kick up the rear 
end for attempting the competition in the 
first place. My better half is, in no way, 
not as interested in motorsport as I am 
but that still didn’t stop her giving me an 
ear bashing for my stupidity.  
 
I had, by now, been given some classic 
trials videos which were viewed 
countless times making me want to give 
this old fashioned sport a go. Further 
guidance in the direction of a suitable 
vehicle occurred when my director of 
finance (‘er indoors) chastised me for 
travelling at about 20mph at a PCA 
venue, pointing out that further damage 
may occur to my pride and joy. 
 
Well, that did it and my search for a 
suitable vehicle commenced. Having 
seen two specialised Skoda trials 
prepared cars and two standard Skoda 
Estelles performing admirably on club 
competitions the decision was therefore 
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made that an Estelle was what I needed. 
But, just where do you get one of those? 
They don’t just appear on a regular 
basis in the budget car section of the 
local weekly rag. As luck would have it, 
a Rapide existed about 30 feet away 
from my own front door, in my 
neighbour’s front garden to be precise. 
Would she sell it I enquired? Would she 
‘eck as like despite the offer of hard 
cash on a few occasions.  
 
Further research only revealed a mint 
example at £500 in Milton Keynes and a 
slightly moth eaten 105S Estelle in 
Anglesey at an ever so slightly more 
affordable £75. Which one did I go for? I 
subsequently found out that there are 
Skoda chat sites on the Web that 
regularly have cars for sale or EVEN 
free. 
 
Lesson 1, do your homework. As far as I 
was concerned an Estelle was an 
Estelle was an Estelle etc, etc. Despite 
being told by the vendor that my car was 
a 1200, on subsequently checking the 
logbook after purchase it turned out to 
have 1050ccs of throbbing power!!! It 
was also of the swinging axle variety 
instead of semi-trailing arm rear 
suspension, which would have been 
preferable. None the less the car was 
now mine so plans were hatched for the 
necessary conversions required. Lesson 
2, do your homework. (Heard this one 
before?)  
 
 If you are converting a popular trials 
car, speak to other owners or ask 
questions on the Classical Gas web site. 
I have had some very good support via 
both methods. I was very lucky that two 
of our club members used ready 
converted Estelles in competition 
including the ex Simon Robson 
‘Excalibur’ Estelle which had been 
bought by Chris Veevers, our club 
equipment officer. By the time that I 
started my modifications this car was, in 
fact, residing in my favourite local scrap 
yard minus engine and box due to 

massive and terminal rear chassis 
fracturing. My first plan was to be an 
engine swap from a 1300 Skoda Favorit 
that is virtually identical to the original 
apart from requiring minor adaptations to 
make it fit. Information for this swap was 
gained through a couple of Skoda web 
sites and also through the Classical Gas 
site once again. As things turned out, I 
did not need to go this route. 
 
I would think that, unless you are very 
lucky or are buying any fairly recent 
saloon for conversion, there will be a 
certain amount of corrosion repair 
required. In my case both front wings 
were corroded on their top edges, easily 
repaired for the time being with 22 
gauge steel pop riveted in place once 
the wings had been removed. I was very 
lucky in that, when I took my car to work 
one day, one of the students that I work 
with asked me if I could use a brand new 
wing that her husband had in his garage 
and had never used. A definite Yes was 
the answer.  
 
Removal of the front wings also showed 
some minor rot on the off side A post, 
easily repaired. There was also a little 
rot on the near side sill, once again 
rectified with steel sheet and the MIG. I 
was fortunate that the car came with a 
heavy steel sump guard as it had been 
used by its two previous owners for 
PCT’s.   
 
The scrap Estelle came in useful for the 
front skid plate and enabled me to take 
all the dimensions for the steelwork 
required to fit it. These mountings also 
double up as strengtheners for the front 
suspension cross member which is a 
known weak spot on rally cars as it can 
be progressively forced back in 
competition so is also very relevant to 
classic trialling. At the same time the 
spare wheel carrier was also obtained 
and fitted along with brake servo and 
master cylinder, control box, wiper motor 
and indicator stalks. Chris had removed 
the large, central skid plate before 
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scrapping the car, so donated that to the 
cause meaning that I only needed to 
fabricate the rear skid plate that covers 
the fuel tank. To fit that I removed the 
gearbox cross member and welded on 
box section mounting brackets.  
 
Next in line was the need to strengthen 
the front and rear suspension 
components. Whilst removing the front 
wishbones I found that one upright was 
as tight as a metric bolt in a BSW hole! 
Unfortunately the relevant upright on my 
favourite scrap car was impossible to 
remove due to corrosion of the bottom 
bolt but luck came to the rescue with 
another Estelle that, despite looking like 
a colander due to bodywork corrosion, it 
did give up a perfect front upright. The 
front wishbones were skinned on their 
bottom face with shaped and welded 16 
gauge steel sheet and the rear trailing 
arms were also strengthened with plates 
on the inner and out face plus some 
seam welding where necessary.  
 
The opportunity was taken to fit new 
metalastic bushes on the trailing arms 
also. As I was now well into the innards 
of the vehicle I decided to replace all 
flexible brake lines, not that they were 
terminally knackered but it was one job 
that I wouldn’t need to think about in the 
future. Some of the steel rigid brake 
lines were looking a little passed their 
sell by date so were also replaced with 
copper pipe, fabricated with a Machine 
Mart tool which proved to be up to the 
task despite the fairly cheap price, not 
always the case. 
 
 
At about this time, Martin Willis bought 
the Excalibur 1300 engine and box from 
Chris. This is a seriously wicked engine, 
balanced, lightened, special Kent cam, 
twin valve springs, Webber carb, tuned 
exhaust and so on, so his 1300 Rapide 
136 engine became available and found 
its way to me. It was running a 11/2 inch 
SU but mounted at right angles to the 
inlet manifold so I modified the adapter 

so it breathed directly into the manifold. 
 
Further research revealed that Skoda 
wheels have a tendency to bend fairly 
easily and as I only had one spare 
anyway, 5 steel 13 inch wheels were 
acquired. Even this didn’t go exactly to 
plan in that they are a special edition 
wheel and required slight dressing of the 
centre hole to fit onto the rear hub 
centre. Other bits and pieces were 
changed, modified and adjusted as 
necessary including the fitting of a 
number plate light to the inside of the 
passengers door for map and road book 
reading in the dark. When we did the 
Edinburgh this proved to be not quite as 
successful as I had anticipated and an 
additional flexible map light, robbed from 
my Midge, has subsequently been fitted. 
A torch has been mounted on large 
Terry spring clips on the transmission 
tunnel, easily at hand in the dark for tyre 
inflation and other less welcome needs, 
e.g., breakdowns. Some of the heater 
and radiator hoses were showing signs 
of perishing and were changed and this 
gave me the opportunity to gradually 
change all the strange Skoda hose clips 
to more conventional Jubilee clips.  
 
Following the failure of a fuse, not due to 
it blowing but because it became loose 
in the fuse holder and thereby melted 
slightly I remembered seeing an Estelle 
featured in a classic trials edition of ‘Off 
the Road’ fronted by Tony Mason. This 
car, I think owned by Neil Bray, is fitted 
on the dashboard with a series of LED’s 
linked to every fuse in the fuse box. No 
LED glowing = failed fuse. Particularly 
useful at night time. I figured that if it 
was good enough for Neil it was good 
enough for me hence a very nice lighting 
display, especially at night, on the 
dashboard. 
 
I was lucky to have a CO2 gas cylinder 
of the correct size donated to me so 
that, with accompanying connector on 
the rear wing, was installed on a 
fabricated frame behind the rear seat. 
Chris Veevers new vehicle, after the 
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demise of Excalibur, was a class 4 
Beetle, which had a hydraulic handbrake 
fitted. Needless to say that appealed to 
me and after some more research on 
Classical Gas I finally purchased a new 
master cylinder for a Mk 3 Land Rover. 
This was plumbed into the front to rear 
brake line with a home-fabricated 
bracket and lever. This also had the 
added advantage that the brake line was 
routed through, instead of under, the 
car.  
 
Again after recommendations, the anti-
roll bar was removed totally and what 
was lost in road manners was gained in 
greater articulation of the front 
suspension over uneven ground. New 
shock absorbers were fitted all round 
and the rear end was raised using some 
beautifully turned aluminium packers 
liberated from the scrap Estelle and 
which fit within the rear spring turrets. 
However a little more ground clearance 
is planned with slightly longer rear 
springs but I have, as yet, made no 
decision on how I will do the front. One 
possibility is to swap the front wishbones 
side to side to raise the front end, which 
is a known mod. I cannot go too far 
though, due to the limitations of swinging 
axle and crazy wheel angles.  
 
Apart from searching out some green 
lanes and going a bit looney, my 
competition debut was to be on a single 
venue mini classic trial. Due entirely to a 
lack of competitor numbers my first real 
trial turned out to be the 2003 Edinburgh 
with my ‘Finance Consultant’ in the left-
hand seat, possibly discovering just 
where all the house-keeping funds had 
gone. Despite this being an easy 
Edinburgh by all accounts I managed a 
gold, and when this was compared to 
some other more experienced class 4 
entrants I was chuffed to say the least. 
My only problems were one flat and one 
bent rim but I subsequently noticed that 
the sump guard had been forced 
upwards slightly.  
 
 

As with my Midge, I use Baldrick (my 
Estelle) for club PCTs and PCAs and 
even a club gymkhana and occasionally 
for commuting to work. This, I feel, helps 
to keep the running gear in good order 
and may identify any potential problems. 
My original budget including the 
purchase of the car was to have been 
£250. HA HA HA. Needless to say, this 
has been comprehensively exceeded. If 
I had done my research better at an 
early stage I could have negated the 
need to change the engine and some 
other buts and pieces but I would have 
probably had to have spent considerably 
more on a vehicle in the first place. 
Swings and roundybout things. 
 
There are, of course, many things that 
affect the acquisition of a trials saloon. If 
you have the ability (and time) I would, 
without doubt, opt for a self-prepared 
vehicle. By preparing my car myself I 
have a pretty good idea how it is all put 
together and consequently comes apart 
as well. Going this route allows freedom 
of choice over the vehicle you acquire, 
either opting for a relatively common 
vehicle and thereby tapping in to all the 
advice and assistance available on tried 
and tested mods or blazing a new trail 
and opting for something that no one 
else is using at present.  
 
 
Of course, if you take this route it will be 
you that discovers what bends, breaks 
and fails at the most inopportune 
moment, but WHAT FUN!!! After all, 
someone had to use the first Skoda and 
risk all the leg pulling. Perhaps that is 
the reason for the rather neat Maestro 
being used currently. Must say that I 
never had many complaints about the 
two Maestro’ I owned but I like rear 
wheel drive but I have also owned a 
Yugo Sana and Kia Pride so it may point 
towards my ability to ignore all the leg 
pulling. What chance an Austin Allegro 
trials car?   
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Going the ready prepared vehicle route 
means you may be out on the hills 
straight away but the exact vehicle you 
want may well not be available, too 
expensive, poorly prepared or just 
knackered. You pay your money and 
take your choice.  
 
There have been many more things 
that I have modified or altered, towing 
eye, extra engine cooling, competition 
number holders to name but a few. In 
fact as I wrote this article it became 
obvious to me just how many and 
varied things have and had to be done 
to get to this stage. God knows just 
what the cost would have been should 
hourly rates be included.  
 
As mentioned, there were some 
components that I was given free and I 
had some bits and pieces (e.g.; 
electrical connectors) in stock so the 
total outlay to date exceeds the above. 
Nonetheless I don’t envisage any great 
further outlay (famous last words!) 
unless I modify the engine 
considerably. Of course breakdowns 
and run of the mill replacements 
associated with running a 17-year-old 
vehicle have to be accepted. Currently I 
am working on the construction of an 
adapter and the modification of another 
inlet manifold to accept a modified 13/4 
inch HIF SU and will then modify the 
exhaust to create better low down 
breathing of the engine. 
 
Roll on the Clee Hills, which will have 
long gone once this is in print. 
 
Post Script: 
 
The Clee has, indeed, come and gone 
since this was written and I came 
exactly........ LAST! Nevertheless I 
enjoyed it immensely, but it did highlight 
the need for some more ground 
clearance. At present this has been 
done with some cut down front springs 
from a Rover 416 fitted to Baldricks 
front end. I have yet to do the rear end, 
however..........  
 

Now, despite my comment in the article 
about "subsequent financial outlay", I 
have decided to fit a complete semi-
independent rear end including 
gearbox. Just can't resist the 
challenge!!!! I had planned to get this 
done for the Kyrle but have heard about 
the resurrected Ilkley Classic trial so 
hope I can get an entry on that. New 
trial promising 18 sections and on my 
doorstep you see. This, no doubt, will 
be another learning curve for me in that 
I will experience the delights of a quick 
2 hour journey to the start of a trial, a 
manic thrash about the countryside and 
all things being equal, or still in one 
place as Mr Skoda intended, a leisurely 
tool back home for an early bath. WE 
WILL SEE. 
 
 
 
    
                                 

DON’T FORGET 
TO CONTACT 

YOUR M P  
 

See page 24 for further 
details 
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Exeter Trial 2004 
by Mike & Richard Warnes 

 

R ichard, my son, & I started off 
from Exmouth meeting up with 
Keith and his passenger Mark, 
who had never even seen a 

trial before let alone been a passenger, 
at Exeter. We rumbled down the A30 to 
Five Lanes, as we had a slightly noisy 
diff and my spare axle needed some 
welding done on the mounting brackets 
and as usual I had run out of time. There 
was no queue at scrutineering so we 
had plenty of time for a coffee and chat 
about what was going to happen. As it's 
boring travelling back along the A30/
A303 we decided to have a leisurely run 
on the suggested route to Sparkford. It 
turned out to be an excellent idea, with 
no fog this year - didn't see anyone else 
on the route either. Steve travelled in 
convoy with us - his first outing in the 
Escort, another rush job held up by non-
arrival of promised parts. 
Swift scrutineering at Sparkford was 
followed by a well-deserved meal 
(supper/breakfast?)  
 
Arriving at section 1, Sug Lane, we 
found one that that one headlamp bulb 
had failed, but the delay in the queue 
enabled it to be changed without loss of 
time, luckily I have fitted a switch in the 
TR which allows the headlamps to stay 
in the up position when they are turned 
off. Of course by this time it had started 
to rain. The section was no problem but 
was very muddy with hidden dips at 
"Section Ends", which unfortunately took 
Steve's exhaust off close to the manifold 
causing him to retire. By this time we 
were running a bit late. 
 
Section 2, Gatcombe Lane, was in 
Richard's words "pretty straight forward 
but with a massive loose rock  part way 
up”. So on to section 3 - Norman's 
Hump. This year it started on the 
approach track with a tight right onto the 
hill, this meant you couldn't look up the 
hill before you got there and could only 
listen and guess was happening. Off we 

go - completely different this year, 
smooth at bottom – we got it very 
sideways, but after the crossing it was a 
very pitted climb in the clay, at least it 
was until we stopped. At this point 
Richard’s notes continue in big writing, 
as we lost the pen and had to use the 
highlighter. 
 
Section 4, Clinton Bottom, "blind brows - 
rough & bumpy " so the notes say - 
interesting climb - you can't afford to 
take it too slowly, as there are a number 
of short steep ramps - Hooray clear! Had 
a long wait for Keith having got out onto 
the road - hoping he hadn't had any 
problems - last year the rear coilover 
had broken on Norman's Hump. All OK, 
only a puncture causing him to fail 
Clinton.  
 
On towards Section 5, Waterloo, which 
was for classes 3,4,6,7,8 so we had a 
nice, easy drive up section 6, 
Rockenhayne (classes 0,1,2,5) I like 
Waterloo, but the step into it is getting a 
bit steep - failed it in the TR last year. 
Never had any problems in the Husky 
but that’s in class 7! 
 
Sections 8, Stretes and 9, Higher Rill 
"easy & walk in the park - with few sharp 
bends" so on to section 10, Back Lane. 
Here we had runners on approach (keen 
people out jogging!) and no restart for 
us, so it was straight through the restart 
area with big bump. 
 
After the downhill lane & hairpin it was 
section 11, Passiford Lane. Here we got 
stuck at the start with diff on the ground; 
it wasn’t the gradient, apparently several 
people suffered the same fate here - 
plain sailing after a drop back and run at 
it to bounce over. On to Exeter services 
& the lunch break and a new pen. A nice 
time to look at the other competitor's 
cars - some suprisingly clean or was 
ours just dirty? Mark came out with this 
quote to the effect "I know why you guys 
keep getting punctures - you keep 
driving off the road" Humm…. isn't that 
why we are here? 
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Next was to be Section 12, Tillerton. 
Cancelled for class 5 - repairs not 
completed. This was a pity as I was 
looking forward to this having only just 
failed it last year and a bit more speed 
should have cleared it. Looking at the 
results it stopped quite a lot of people 
again. So onto section 13, Fingle "great 
section, left right, left right left right, bit 
bumpier than previous years" Richard’s 
notes say it all, as with special test 1 
"straightforward - but the marshal was 
waiting for someone to fall in the river!" 
 
Section 15, Wooston Steep. The restart 
box looked a bit tight - glad we didn't 
have to do it - so we bounced through 
and powered away up to the left on what 
is the escape route for classes 7 & 8 - if 
you ever get chance to visit here in the 
summer on foot just try walking up (or 
even down) the straight on section!  
 
Special test 2 was a smooth slightly 
uphill section that made everyone's 
engine work hard to get a good time. 
Back on the roads for a trip across part 
of Dartmoor to Ilsington and a welcome 
tea break in the village - a new 
arrangement this year - seemed to work 
very well with room to park when we got 
there. Then it was section 18, Simms. 

Well I expect you all have seen it and 
have your own stories, we powered 
around the corner hit the slab hard and 
bounced too much - when you’re in the 
air you haven't any grip and slow down! 
There’s not much more to say except 
very well done to those who did make it. 
I will have to work on the springs & 
damper for next year. 
 
Now it was the usual road run and 
navigation exercise around Newton 
Abbott to section 19, Slippery Sam. I 
never had any trouble here until I got the 
TR, the diff is only about 1/4" nearer the 
ground than an Escort one, so I must be 
letting the tyres down too much. I got 
stuck on the big rock again and I tried 
the other side of the track to last year. 
Got towed off with the big tractor only to 
have the tractor's rope come undone at 
his end, just after clearing the rock, so I 
drove all the way up the section with no 
bother. The Trecarn Hotel was its usual 
organised self and after a rest and some 
refreshment it was off home - another 
excellent trial. Well done to all the 
organisers & marshals. 
 

The MCC Exeter Trial 2004 
by Phil Upton, class 3, 
‘Passenger & Ballast’ 

 

M ark’s trial started out with a 
half an hour delay getting to 
my (passenger Phil’s) house 
due to an accident on the A4 

coming out of London, which used 50% 
of the “spare” hour to get to the start! We 
arrived at Popham with 40 minutes in 
hand and just about made it the start 
line, with the queue for signing on. 
 
We choose to run the scenic route to 
Sparkford rather than trundle down the 
A303. Peter Mountain in his very good 

looking Dellow also chose this route. A 
nice run it was too, apart from the map 
light expiring and finding I had no 
replacement! I must eat more carrots. 
Luckily the second garage we stopped 
at had the correct sidelight bulb, so a 
couple were acquired. Strangely enough 
it was the same garage a couple of 
years ago that we called at when we 
were very low on fuel, as I had helped 
Mark’s Dad Bill screw the Imp back 
together and didn’t have enough time to 
fill up at Popham and then key broke in 
the locking petrol cap. Happy memories! 
 
Scuntineering at Sparkford was efficient 
and happily we had all the right boxes. 
We settled for some shut eye rather than 

18 

the busy restaurant and all too soon we 
were off to Sugg Lane and the first 
queue. I am not sure what the problem 
here was as everything seemed to be 
getting up the section. We watched the 
two Trojans & a TriKing start the hill. 
 
A long drive over to Gatcombe Lane 
ensued, this was minus its restart this 
year and it didn’t trouble anybody and 
then it was off to the more serious stuff 
in the woods. We were running early 
and there were only a couple of cars 
waiting for Normans Hump, which 
started this year on the bottom lane to 
create a corner onto the track, before 
the straight rollercoaster climb between 
the trees. We came straight out the top 
and went back to the road to re-enter the 
woods for Clinton Bottom. A quick chat 
to Stuart Cairney revealed he was 
changing a puncture from Norman’s 
Hump, but was very happy to have 
cleared the section and he went on clear 
Clinton Bottom too. Clinton Bottom was 
muddy down the bottom and had some 
fair holes up the top. Good long hill this. 
I did wonder how both hills were going to 
fare, as the field went through, as I 
thought the holes were big and we were 
in the first few through. Unfortunately Bill 
Rosten’s UJ cried enough in his Imp at 
Norman’s Hump, stranding him here for 
the second time in a year, after Mark’s 
Escort gearbox gave up on him last year 
on the section. 
 
One thing that was definitely worrying us 
was the lack of torque from the motor. 
This was to make Waterloo difficult but 
with plenty of work from me we avoided 
following the class 0,1, 2 & 5 route the 
escape road. Are the MCC trying to 
create class one & quarter which does 
route zero with 1.25 hills thrown in? 
On over to the really nice climbs of 
Stretes & Higher Rill (Sandy Lane). I 
hadn’t seen Higher Rill before and it 
proved to have an interesting downhill 
start round a right hand bend, which 
shielded the section from the bottom, but 
it was similar in style to Stretes. 
 

Off to the Otterton Woods and Back 
Lane for our only restart on the event in 
class 3. The new name was Bullverton 
Steep approach track and the restart 
was the start of the section! We were 
following Jonathan Laver to Passaford 
Lane and his white Escort Mk 1 got 
stuck on the hairpin down to the section. 
Eventually we squeezed our Escort past 
to pull the back of Jonathan’s car round. 
Jonathan had a bit of trouble getting up 
to the start of section, but he had no 
problem getting off to clear it. We 
followed suit just as dawn broke and 
pressed on to Exeter services, as we 
were somehow late on time, but having 
had no problems! 
 
Breakfast, fuel and kip passed the hour 
at the services and we were off to 
Tillerton. The section seemed OK, it was 
no rougher than usual and with a fair 
amount of grip. We made life a little 
harder for ourselves by not maintaining 
quite enough momentum over the step 
by the restart but we got away with it. 
Fingle was up next - what a stunning 
section this is. The day lit the valley 
beautifully as we wound our way up the 
hairpins on the section. This was Mark’s 
favourite section on the event (mine had 
gone to Tillerton) and better still that 
Charlie Wooding chose here to take his 
photographs. 
 
A short meander down to Wooston 
Steep and the first special test, which 
was alongside the river on the approach 
road. A simple affair, although the car 
did seem to be drawn to the river bank. 
A fate which Stuart Harold’s Troll took 
one stage further requiring some 
assistance back to track. A little wait 
before the section to retrieve the TriKing 
and the section presented no problems 
for us, as we didn’t have the restart or 
the main bank. The second special test 
was despatched and we were off for tea 
and cakes at the Ilsington Village Hall. 
 
Suitably refreshed we joined the queue 
for Simms. We saw that the hill was 
definitely in form because everything 
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was coming back down! Barry Clarke’s 
Austin 7 came down, having got higher 
than we were to, above the A boards. 
Simon Robson’s Liege didn’t get enough 
grip/go off the restart, despite Matt’s 
efforts and we were to stop across the A 
boards. It was possible as a few proved, 
including Dave Turner’s blown BMW and 
outright trial winner Dave Heale’s Escort, 
even with a bent rear axle, which was 
changed before the run home on 
Sunday afternoon. Climb of the day has 
to go to the Cundy's Golf, which cleared 
the section completely. The only class 1 
to do so and Mark & I really did not see 
why the A boards were made the end of 
the section for class 1. It didn’t save time 
and surely the point of the A boards is if 
nobody clears the section! A very odd 
decision for one of the most competitive 
and developed classes. It had an effect 
on the class win and much more 
importantly the team award. 
 
Slippery Sam remained, which was 
rough and with an unbelievable amount 
of red mud and water lakes on the road 

out of the section. This section’s restart 
for the higher classes caused havoc with 
a lot of competitors’ results, with roll 
backs galore and a jumped flag for Nigel 
Moss in the Troll. Maybe Tony Blair 
should contact the marshals to find 
Saddam’s weapons? All that was left 
was the run to the finish to sign off with 
the road outside the hotel running red 
from bleeding cars. Could have been 
mud from Slippery Sam! A cracking 
Trial. Well done Ken Green and the 
team. Thank you. 

ACTC strand at the Historic Motorsport Show at the NAC 21st February 2004 
(Photo by Pat Toulmin) 
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The 2004 Clee Hills Trial 
by John Looker 

 

I t was always going to be tight with 
the Clee the weekend following the 
Exeter, but after a week of nights in 
the garage, the new steering box 

annihilated on Tillerton was replaced. It 
was then in good spirit that I ventured 
onto the M6 North from Coventry to pick 
up Scott, who was a late stand-in 
passenger. The M6 was to prove as 
difficult as some of the sections with ten 
accidents between J5 and J11. We met 
up with Keith Vipond and Richard Peck 
outside Wolverhampton to travel in 
convoy to Craven Arms. On our way 
south from Shrewsbury through Church 
Stretton I pointed out to Scott the road 
over the Long Mynd stating that “we 
normally come down that”. He then 
turned as white as the frost on the 
roads. 
 
The start venue at Craven Arms Hotel 
was easily located and we soon passed 
through scrutineering. It was into the 
hotel to sign on and one of the best 
breakfasts I have had in ages. However 
some of us got more than they 
bargained for, as when complaining of 
the cold the landlady offered to “warm 
him up” I don’t know what was redder 
Keith’s sweat shirt or his face. 
 
As the routes were split with classes 6, 7 
& 8 doing the West first and 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
& 0 doing the East loop first it was going 
to be interesting how things worked out 
with delays.  
 
We were off to Rattlinghope Special 
Test first which passed without incident. 
It was straight on to the Rattlinghope 
section next, which is a straight climb on 
a reasonably hard track with no 
problems except for Richard, who 
dislodged his exhaust, which was 
expertly re-fitted with a 2lb spanner. 
After this section it was over to Gatten’s 
Gamble. We had to wait at the bottom, 
as several motorbikes were using this 

country road in the other direction. We 
were following behind Dave Nash in the 
Skoda Nash Skeetle and of MGeetle 
fame and I am sure that I saw him 
looking around that tank to see if it 
would graft onto a Beetle floor pan. 
Dave however seemed to be having 
power problems and stopped low on the 
Gamble and had to reverse out. This 
seemed to divert the stream, which 
suddenly started to flow down the track. 
However it did not cause us any 
problems except to Richard’s exhaust 
which required fettling again. 
 
We then moved on to a new section 
Walkmill with John Sargeant in charge. 
The instructions were not joking when 
they indicated a sharp left turn into the 
section. However although the section 
had surface mud and was greasy a 
quick blast soon powered us to the top. 
 
From here it was on to Medlicott. We 
soon realise this was the old access to 
Adstone. Now we have always said that 
this would make a good section run the 
other way, but nerves were beginning to 
show as several were making comments 
about that tree and the holes before the 
gate. We kept a fair amount of 
momentum up and managed to miss the 
large boulders that had become 
dislodged and were in the track. Scott 
swears that the near side door pillar 
missed the tree by less than 2”. 
However the red mist was down and I 
did not notice it.  
 
Following this it was over to Round Oak 
and only a three-car wait. The start was 
a lot lower this year but all were cautious 
of the possibility of going sideways 
through the hedge. This section has now 
been used for the last three years, but 
this year the holes seemed a lot deeper. 
However you can’t back off as the 
problem is encountered around the 
corner. There did however seem more 
grip this year. 
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It was on to the 2nd and 3rd special test 
next which really did catch quite a few 
out. Although used as sections in the 
past it is surprising what putting things 
against the clock can do. 
 
Harton Wood Special Test was a 
simple AA to BB to CC and we were 
surprised at how many were coming 
back down. The test was fairly 
straightforward but the surface from CC 
to the road was slippery. 
 
Longville Special Test. This section 
restart has caught me out several times 
in the past and this test was no different. 
Jonathan had cleverly positioned the BB 
line and over 75% of the entry was to 
fail, by simply being to greedy and not 
reversing sufficient to gain enough grip 
and momentum to get to CC. I think 
these marshals were the best 
entertained by everyone’s antics all day. 
  
It was then onto another new section 
Easthope on the approach to Ippikin’s 
Rock. This section looked fairly 
innocuous, but was to prove deceptive. 
Although not a great gradient good 
ground clearance was needed. Richard 
was feeling brave and climbed strongly 
to a 5 after snatching 2nd gear.  
 
Ippikin’s Rock itself was on fine form by 
stopping all bar 2 in class 6. Keith was to 
far left and dropped off the track whilst 
Mark Tooth, Terry Ball, Richard and 
myself all cut to tight right and paid the 
penalty.  
 
It was on to Jenny Wind where there 
did not seem to be much of a queue. All 
the class 6 were about the 4, 5, and 6 
mark except Gary Browning who 
climbed well for a 1. 
 
Along the track to Harley Bank where 
there was a delay. It seems that the left 
deviation was causing problems for 7 & 
8. There seemed to be confusion here 
when we were told class 6 had a straight 
climb? The written instructions stated we 

had a restart.  Mark Tooth stopped and 
restarted and was given a clean. Whilst 
four of us who did not stop at the restart 
and stopped just past were given a 5. 
However I don’t think this effected the 
class overall. 
 
From here it was to Meadowley Wood. I 
don’t remember it this rough, so I hit 
several deep holes too fast and took off 
and suffered the resultant puncture but 
still managed to clean the section. 
However at the road, whilst changing the 
puncture all was not well with the front 
suspension, which had collapsed on the 
off side.  
 
Still it was off to Hungerford. On the road 
section I noted that the oil temperature 
was starting to rise dramatically. After 
about another 2 miles the dynamo light 
came on and we stopped. Broken fan 
belt!! This was soon changed with 
Keith’s and Richard held and we arrived 
at Hungerford as last cars. This section 
has changed since the removal of the 
trees and there seem to be greater grip 
on the rock that is now showing through. 
We all climbed this with no problems.  
 
We all made our way to the finish where 
we signed off as last cars. 
 
The route worked well and with the start 
in the middle of the figure of eight did not 
have excessive road miles between 
sections. A good day was had by all and 
I’m sure we all read the results with 
interest as most sections were cleaned 
by one car in the class.    
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Clee Hill Classic Trial 2004 
by Ben Marshall & Stuart 

Ridge 
 

H aving got the Cannon ready 
and loaded for the off early 
Sunday morning, we were 
struck by a pre-event 

breakdown on the way to the petrol 
station, the clutch pedal hits the floor on 
the truck. Luckily Stuart had a rummage 
around the garage and found the seal 
needed for the slave cylinder. Finally 
systems were all go, and praying that we 
would have a change in fortune, we 
arrived at the new start venue for this 
year, the Craven Arms, on a brisk 
winter’s morning, conditions looking 
perfect. After a swift scrutineering and 
signing on, we prepared selves with 
some bacon sarnies and a coffee and 
joined the queue in 18th spot ready for 
the off out of a possible 85 starters. We 
were soon away and making our way to 
the first section, the Ratlinghope special 
test, when we encountered a test of a 
different kind, sheet ice covering the 
roads over the Long Mynd, where 
temperatures were around –5o, but the 
views were very picturesque. After 
helping cars escape the ice we finally 
made it to the first section. 
 
Ratlinghope was a timed test and 
section 2, which started after crossing a 
small ford. The ground was stony but 
provided plenty of grip. Things got off to 
a good start, but then failure, when the 
fuel pump stops and we splutter and 
misfire to the line, achieving a time 
similar to a grandma in a Lada. We still 
had test 2 to improve on things. After a 
quick tap with the hammer the fuel pump 
was ticking again and on to the section, 
which was a blast up a hard stony track 
to the summit. Thankfully we had 
padded seats. 
 
Gatten's Gamble was a muddy climb, 
with a start slightly higher than in 
previous years. The tyre pressure 

restriction for class 8 was 15 psi, which 
was used on a lot of the hills throughout 
the day, even on some of the free 
pressure sections, because of the good 
conditions. Most cleared the hill without 
too many problems, so there was no 
need to get the tank out to clear the 
section. Next was Walkmill, which was 
a new section for this year. Fairly 
straight climb on hard track but proved 
trickier than first thought, with a bit of 
groveling to reach the top. 
 
Medlicott, which was used in the 
opposite direction this year, was next 
and it provided a little confusion, as 
there were markers on the descent to 
the section. So, we checked route book 
and as we thought we were driving down 
a section (hoped no competitors were 
coming in our direction). The section 
was muddy with some deep ruts, 
cambering off to the left and we were 
careful not to carry to much speed up 
the section. Round Oak was next, which 
is described as mud and grass, but in 
reality the only grass is in the field next 
door. It is a muddy section with some 
deep ruts, but great fun to climb. 
 
Harton Wood special test followed and 
on arriving at the section we could hear 
David Dyer's Cannon engine on full 
song, struggling for grip off line BB. Next 
up was Ben Dyer in the Troll, who 
encountered the same problem while 
competing against his old man. We 
expected similar problems but to our 
amazement we shot straight up the hill, 
before we knew it line CC was in the 
rear view mirror (brain fade). After the 
exchange of a few blunt words, we still 
had test 3 to set the record straight. The 
Longville special test looked like a 
straightforward test on a hard track, but 
there was a tricky surprise at the top, 
which caught a lot of drivers out, with 
many not getting up the steep little 
incline. Only 8 cars cleaned all day 
including us, after much revving and 
bouncing, which put a smile back on our 
face. 
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Easthope was next and there was a bit 
of a backlog of cars here coming off the 
road. So we all got scruntineered and 
noise tested. We took advantage of the 
situation and stopped for a bit of lunch. 
The section was very muddy and slidey 
from the start, with some competitors 
using natural foliage to bounce off along 
the way.   
 
Classes 7 & 8 were excluded from 
Ippikins Rock, so it was on to Major’s 
Leap, which was another muddy 
section, as were most in this sheltered 
woodland, not getting the benefits of the 
day’s good weather. We got only a 7 on 
this section, our car not seeming to 
favour these conditions. However 
heavier, wider cars seemed to enjoy 
them. 
 
Jenny Wind, which was a straight climb 
up through the trees on an old winch 
cable railway line, was next. Tyres were 
back up to 15 psi, and the average score 
was around 5, with the exception of 
Andrew Martin and Nigel Green who 
cleaned the section. Harley Bank is 
fairly straight forward until the sharp 
hairpin left, were it gets a bit tricky with 
most cars picking up points in the mud. 
 
 

Meadowley Wood is a tricky section up 
through the trees, and the mud and tree 
roots made it very slippery. Lots and lots 
of bouncing was needed for this section, 
which worked up a bit of steam, both of 
us breathing heavily by the end. 
 
Hungerford Steps, which was the last 
section of the day, and the longest 
section to get to was only 11 miles 
away, not bad compared to some trials. 
This section has never been kind to us 
in the past having broken an A-frame 
and never getting off the restart in 
previous years. This year proved to be 
somewhat kinder, clearing the restart, 
which was a relief. Then it was back to 
the Craven Arms to sign off and most 
importantly a pint. 
 
The Clee Hills Trial turned out to be an 
exceptionally day with good hills and 
with good weather. It was nice having 
the sections fairly close together. 
Another good event run by the MAC. 
(PS What happened to the Guinness 
cake this year Pat?) (I’ll have to see 
what I can do next year…… ed) 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE CURRENT 
THREATS TO CLASSIC TRIALS 

by Andrew Brown, ACTC Rights of 
Way Officer 

 

T he background to the current 
threats: 
 
Rights of Way law in the UK is 

extremely complex and is covered by 
many different Acts of Parliament. The 
permissive use of footpaths and 
bridleways for motor vehicle trials is well
-defined, is covered by Section 33(1) of 
the Road Traffic Act 1998, and is not 
subject to any current threat. 
The current threats cover the various 
categories of ‘carriageway’. These are: 

unclassified, and unsurfaced, County 
Roads (UCRs) which can be assumed to 
have motor vehicle rights (although a 
few do not). Byways Open to All Traffic 
(BOATs) which do have motor vehicle 
rights. Roads Used as a Public Path 
(RUPPs) which may, or may not, have 
motor vehicle rights. Restricted Byways 
(RBs) which do not have motor vehicle 
rights. RUPPs have long been 
considered an anomaly in law and Local 
Authorities have, since 1968, been 
under a duty to reclassify them as 
footpaths, bridleways, or BOATs. Some 
Local Authorities (Las) have, but many 
have not. Some LAs are believed to 
have avoided the issue of 
reclassification, where there has been 
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controversy, thus leaving vehicular rights 
unrecorded. 
 
The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 
2000 sought to end the confusion by 
reclassifying all RUPPs as RBs (no 
motorised vehicles - motor vehicle trials 
with permission) but without removing 
the right for subsequent re-classification 
to BOATs (motorised vehicles allowed) if 
this could be proven in law. 
 
The current threats and their impact 
on classic trials 
Proposal 4 of the DEFRA Consultation 
Document on the “Use of mechanically 
propelled vehicles on Rights of Way” 
seeks to overturn decades of law and 
prevent evidence of historic use 
establishing the existence of a BOAT. In 
effect this would remove the possibility 
of ever reclassifying a current RUPP as 
a BOAT and we would lose motor 
vehicle use ‘as a right’. The impact on 
classic trials is variable and based on 
geography - many trials would be 
unaffected (no RUPPs remaining in then 
relevant counties), some would lose a 
number of significant sections (more 
RUPPs remaining in the relevant 
counties). 
  
The Minister’s foreword to the DEFRA 
consultation document includes barely-
concealed threats of further restrictions 
on motor vehicle use on rights of way 
and in the wider countryside. This has 
no immediate impact were it not for 
Early Day Motion 380 includes the 
words “… by reclassifying existing 
unsurfaced byways open to all traffic as 
restricted byways …”. If this were to be 
extended to include UCRs - which is 
highly likely – it would spell the end of 
classic trialling as we know it, if not by 
direct legislation then by increasing, to 
an unmanageable level, the bureaucracy 
necessary to run events. Early Day 
Motions rarely become law, but many 
believe that this particular EDM signals 
future Government intentions. 
 

What Motor Clubs/Competitors 
need to do and when 
Write to the Rural Affairs Minister ASAP, 
but not later than Friday 19th March 
2004. 
Write to their MP(s) ASAP, but not later 
than Friday 19th March 2004. 
Respond to the DEFRA Consultation by 
Friday 19th March 2004. 
Lobby their MSA Regional Committee 
representative to achieve action by the 
Motor Sport Council. 
 
Who is co-ordinating motor 
sport’s views 
LARA (the Land Access and Recreation 
Association) is co-ordinating the 
responses from motorized users but 
they are primarily concerned with the 
majority ‘recreational’ user rather than 
the minority ‘motor sport’ user. The 
MSA, which is represented on LARA, is 
actively considering what action it should 
take, encouraged by the ACTC and 
MCC representatives on the Trials 
Committee.  
 
Andrew Brown (in his role as ACTC 
Rights of Way Officer) is providing 
information to those involved with classic 
trials but is relying on individuals and 
clubs to respond directly, i.e. there is no 
coordination of responses. 
 
For general information about classic 
trialling on rights-of-way go to 
www.wheelspin.org.uk and select Rights 
of Way, or, for the latest rights-of-way 
news go straight to http://
www.knightlybrown.net/sectionbegins/
rights/sbrightsnews.htm. (Sample letters 
are also available on this website – ed) 
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Clee Hills Trial 
2004 
 
 
 
John Cox, Escort, 
on Harley Bank, 
photo by Peter 
Dolan 

 
 
Myke Pocock, 
Skoda Estelle, on 
Harley Bank , 
photo by Peter 
Dolan 

 
Simon Woodall, VW 
Buggy, on Round 
Oak, photo by Roger 
McDonald 
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2004 Clee Hills Trial 
photos by Roger 
McDonald 
 
 

Russ Clarke, 
Triumph Spl on 
Round Oak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Tooth, VW 
Beetle on Round 
Oak 

 
Adam & Craig Jones., Austin 7 on 
Plowden 
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‘A novice’s experience’ 
by Pete Barr 

 

A  phone call on the Friday 
evening before the Exmoor 
from Mark Rosten - Edwards is 
the reason why you see this 

new name at the top of a Restart article. 
Mark has a very understated way of 
persuading a newcomer to the sport to 
spend an evening chained to his 
computer and claimed not know that I 
spend significant amounts of my working 
time as an automotive photo journalist! 
Before starting to type I looked through 
some old copies of Restart to get an 
idea of what the editorial team might be 
looking for.  I certainly can’t match the 
huge knowledge of Dennis Greenslade 
nor the current awareness of Dave 
Haizelden, so what you are going to get 
here is very much the ramblings of a 
new boy in a class 4 Beetle. 
 
Getting up at 4.15 am on a Sunday in 
January may not be everyone’s idea of 
fun but as a novice with a mere four 
trials under my belt, North Devon Motor 
Club’s Exmoor Trial was definitely worth 
it. There had been a time when, thanks 
to the Camel Vale Club’s Christmas do 
the night before, I’d wondered if I was 
going to be able to compete at all as it 
had proved difficult to find a passenger. 
In fact I ended up with two, when friend 
John (whose previous experience of 
trialling has been on two wheels) joined 
Jamie, my eleven year old son, who is 
pretty well smitten with all things VW. 
 
We set off from West Cornwall at 5.15 
and made good time up the A 39 to 
arrive at the well organised scrutineering 
ahead of schedule – so well ahead in 
fact that everyone could have had 
another hour in bed.  I just hope that 
neither of them reads this!  A quick drive 
through Barnstaple, stopping for fuel on 
the way, and we were parked up at the 
Cedars, signed on and eating breakfast 
with a minimum of fuss.  By this time a 
few Camel Vale members were turning 
up. No names, but there were a few 

decidedly delicate looking faces which of 
course had far more to do with a lack of 
sleep than any form of over indulgence. 
 
At 8.30 sharp the first of the bikes set off 
and we got away an hour later heading 
the five miles to Snapper where there 
were two sections one after the other. 
Snapper 1 was fairly straightforward but 
to me it’s always good get the first one 
under the belt (memories of the first 
section of the Hardy 2003 will always 
haunt me – sliding around trying to get 
any grip and then spending most of my 
time in a hole and having to be pushed 
out - twice!). Snapper 2 had a restart 
that we got off although I see now that it 
managed to stop a few big names 
including Adrian Marfell and more than 
half of class 3. I didn’t realise it at the 
time but at this stage I was actually 
leading Adrian and tying with Giles 
Greenslade – now as a rule I don’t do 
hero worship but this was quite 
something. Oh, was I to get my 
comeuppance for daring to mix it with 
the current class 4 hotshots. 
 
On however to Steinty Bridge and 
another fairly straightforward section for 
most of the field even though there was 
a restart for all classes.  At this stage 
both the Beetle and its crew were going 
well and the little 1285cc engine was 
pulling nicely, especially when we could 
build up some momentum before the 
steep bits. Next came Tordown and the 
first special test, which we completed in 
a reasonably respectable time. Special 
tests are one of many aspects of trialling 
that I am going to have to work at over 
the coming months.  
 
The car seems to have the power to put 
up good times but I have got to get a lot 
neater about how I use that power. This 
probably seems like old hat to most 
people reading now but I plan never to 
forget these early experiences and if, 
hopefully, it all starts to come together 
over the next year or more it will be 
down to the mistakes made now, a 
willingness to learn from them and, most 
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of all, the kind advice of fellow 
competitors and more than a few 
marshals. 
 
After Tordown there was a short drive to 
Riverton, a well-known MCC section but 
new to us. Next time I go up there I will 
have my front tyre pressures down as 
well as the rears, as it was rough and we 
seemed to spend most of the time with 
the fronts about two feet off the floor. 
Again we managed to clean the section, 
but only after a fairly dramatic coming 
together with the top bank on the sharp 
left bend. We were going up nicely when 
I spotted the bend and told myself that I 
would have to keep the power on or risk 
losing momentum. The result was that 
we ended up three feet up the bank, 
bounced across to the other bank and 
then somehow kept going to the top. All 
good for the adrenalin dispersal and 
when we stopped to pump up the tyres I 
was relieved to see that both front struts 
appeared to have survived undamaged. 
It is a great section though and hopefully 
I’ll be a bit tidier in April. 
 
The next timed test was at Lee Moor 
and was of the straightforward “Start on 
line A, stop astride line C, reverse 
behind line A and a flying finish over line 
C” variety. Well the first bit went OK, 
even got into second gear. Reversing 
back over line A we ended up about 60 o 
across the road and then never got 
straightened up at all on the final forward 
stage to line C, slewing from one side of 
the track to the other in a very ungainly 
fashion. Solberg needn’t worry! 
Someone please phone up and tell me 
they can remember doing similar?! 4 
sections down however and still clear 
but all that was about to change… 
 
Hunstone was the first of the forestry 
sections that were to be our downfall. It 
is to the credit of the NDMC that this 
was the only time there was any hold up 
and in fact it provided a welcome 
opportunity to get the flasks and sarnies 
out. It was also possible to view nearly 
all of the section and formulate a plan of 

attack based on what we could see of 
car after car clearing or only dropping a 
one. Perhaps the warning bells should 
have rung after Trevor John’s class 6 
Beetle struggled to get off the line before 
eventually clearing. Then came our turn 
and we suffered the indignity of hardly 
getting off the line before coming to a 
grinding halt in front of what must have 
been the biggest crowd assembled at 
any point on the trial.  All of a sudden 
the upstart had fallen significantly behind 
Adrian and Giles, a gap that was going 
to grow! 
 
A clear on High Bray felt like something 
of an achievement – plenty of 
opportunity to build up momentum then 
a left bend with the marshals and 
spectators cheering us on. We started to 
lose power on the final steep section but 
right foot flat to floor did the business – 
whew! This was a temporary respite 
before the next forestry visit that was to 
provide the worst scores and the most 
learning. Four sections in the forest were 
to separate the adults from the children! 
Lower Molland had to wait for our 
attempt while we changed a punctured 
front tyre and then we repeated the 
Hunstone disaster by hardly getting off 
the line. On to Jimmy’s Hill where a 
semblance of self-respect returned with 
a creditable performance following a 
better start. Jimmy’s also proved to be 
the deciding section for the overall 
award as it’s restart stopped everyone in 
classes 6,7, and 8 with a consequent 
dropping of eight points for them. This 
allowed the likes of Adrian Dommett, 
Adrian Marfell and Giles to get their 
noses in front. When Roger Bricknell 
says that a restart is impossible you just 
have to listen! 
 
Moving on to the final two forest sections 
meant that I had face my particular bete 
noir – the sharp bend on a slippery 
surface followed by a steep climb. I’ve 
already lost count of the times that this 
type of section has left me sliding 
gracefully into a stand of young trees or 
a muddy bank.  Badger’s Hill was the 
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latest example – ‘nuff said!  It was good 
though, watching some of the experts 
trundle round the slippery bit and then 
powering up the straight steep slope. 
Things didn’t get much better on 
Rodney’s Revenge (what have I ever 
done to upset Rodney?). Just to show 
how far the gap is between expert and 
novice, we dropped a total of 32 points 
on those four sections and Adrian went 
clear on the lot. To say we were glad to 
get out of the forest and on the road to 
Beggars Roost is pretty much of an 
understatement! 
 
The route then took us for twenty miles 
north over wildest Exmoor to a second 
famous MCC section. The excellent 
organisation meant that there was hardly 
time to drop the tyre pressures before 
setting off up Beggars Roost for the first 
time. We found a decent spot on the 
restart and got off comfortably although 
struggled up before going clear. My notes 
on the route card record, “a real struggle 
- ?power, ?pressures, ?driver” and in 
retrospect I think it might have been a bit 
of all three. 
 
We then came to what was for me the top 
section of the whole trial. Lyncombe 
Bridge just has it all and for anyone who 
has not done the Exmoor, I promise you 
that it’s worth travelling from wherever in 
the land just to do this one. The approach 
is via fields and gates and then a track 
through ancient woodland down to the 
start where the first obstacle you see is 
the stream at the bottom of a short slope. 
Having made it through the stream 
without drowning the engine you power 
up round a shallow right bend before 
coming to sharper left. Get round this and 
then the only real obstacle left is the 
restart – or at least that’s the theory. We 
got through the stream, putting the power 
down half way across and made it up to 
the restart in some style (well, it had to 
happen once in the day!). We even got 
off the restart comfortably and made 
another twenty yards progress before 
seeming to lose power yet again. The 
ultimate indignity was my having to be 

towed out, but even that didn’t take away 
from what was for me the best section of 
the day. It certainly isn’t too easy either 
as it claimed nearly a third of the field. 
Giles was pleased not to drop any points 
here, especially when he heard the 
sound of escaping air while sitting on the 
restart and got the rest of the way to the 
top with a completely flat rear tyre. 
 
On now to Floyd’s Bank, the final section 
just outside the picturesque village of 
Brendon where we were to sign off. This 
was another steep start, giving a few 
people problems and while Adrian and 
Giles both managed to pass the 2 marker 
we dropped nine – again showing the 
difference! A final quarter mile took us to 
the Staghunters and signing off. A pint or 
three would have been good but the 
prospect of the journey back put paid to 
that idea. As it was, the journey home 
was uneventful apart from a rapidly 
disappearing clutch and the prospect of 
pulling the engine out to replace it one 
evening in the coming week – the joys of 
trialling!  
 
All in all it was a great day with more 
learning, more questions to find answers 
to and meeting more new people. Big 
thanks to Jill Hayward, her colleagues 
from NDMC and all those who 
marshalled. It always gets said, but then 
it’s always true, without you we wouldn’t 
be able to compete. Lastly, particularly 
big thanks to those marshals and 
spectators who cheered on a scruffy 
looking green Beetle, when it sounded 
like it was about to run out of momentum! 
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2004 Exmoor 
Trial photos by  
Tim Whellock 
on Floyd’s Bank 
 
 
 
Graham White, Lea 
Francis  

 
 
Charles Shopland 

 
 
Eric Smith 
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Cotswold Clouds - 1st 
February 2004 

by Steve Curtis 
 

I t’s about eight years since I last 
competed on the Cotswold Clouds. 
That was just before my Mk 1 Escort 
and I finally gave up on trying to 

pass an MOT. In the intervening years I 
have marshalled on the event, and it 
was last year that after turning out again 
for another stint on Fred’s Folly, that I 
became re-infected with the trialling 
virus. A couple of months later and I was 
the owner of an ABS Freestyle, ready 
built, SVA approved and roadworthy 
(just), but built purely for show. The only 
thing to do was to strip it down and 
rebuild it. I got it back on the road, six 
months later and two hours before the 
Allen Trial. So what is an ABS 
Freestyle? This can best be described 
as a Honda Pilot, stretched to seat two 
and with mini running gear in the back. 
 
Now my reason for explaining this is by 
way of an excuse for my results so far. 
The car is still in early development for 
trialling, but still, that’s half the fun isn’t 
it? The car just survived the North 
Devon Trial the week before but 
bottomed out several times, and the 
throttle cable stuck open on one 
occasion. Hi-lows were fitted to the back 
and cranked up to give two inches more 
clearance (this is mini front suspension 
remember?) and another throttle cable 
was fitted. 
 
Following a week of horrendous 
weather, yes I was stuck in the snow just 
outside Oxford for five hours on the 
Wednesday night, the Sunday dawned 
bright and dry. Obviously the ground 
was saturated so a challenging event 
was anticipated. The start venue was 
excellent with scrutineering brisk, 
thorough and efficient. Signing on was 
equally so and the sausage sandwich 
went down perfectly.  
 

8.45 and off to Crawley Wood Hill. This 
was a very long section with some 
slippery bits that made you feel that you 
had done some work to get up it. This 
was an excellent hill to start the day but 
you know that things can only get worse 
now with Crooked Mustard next. Now 
I’ve never actually managed to get up as 
far as the left-hander before, so it was 
quite a shock to come around this to be 
confronted with a rock face up the side 
of a mountain. The engine finally bogged 
down with the effort of climbing this 
without ropes and crampons and 
stopped at a creditable 3. I now know 
that I have to change the diff. The 
standard MG Metro one at 3.44 is not 
even close. I turned around on the left-
hander and surprised the marshals at 
the start who had never seen a car 
come back down forwards. 
 
Next was Axe, a very long section with 
just about every conceivable surface 
and with some large steps to catch out 
the unwary, this was cleared and onto 
Nailsworth Ladder. This is another hill 
that I’ve never seen the top of, so when 
the class 7 in front of me failed at the 
bottom, just after he turned off the 
tarmac, I thought I still wouldn’t see the 
top. We flew up, however, and it seems 
such a shame that you have to stop for 
these restarts when you’re going so well. 
The class 8 restart was seemingly 
impossible and we failed, dropped back 
and then drove out of the section. The 
results show that it was far from 
impossible – next mod is some larger 
wheels, my 13” ones are far too small, 
and I must make the handbrake work, as 
it can’t hold the car on the restarts. 
 
It’s lovely though, to see so many 
spectators out on the sections, both 
Crooked Mustard and Nailsworth Ladder 
were crowded. I have never got far 
enough up them to see spectators 
before. 
 
The trial continued with failed restarts on 
Ham Mill and Mackhouse , which were 
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Simon Robson 
at the top of 
Nailsworth 
Ladder by Mark 
Rosten-Edwards 

 
 
Mike Wordsworth 
on Nailsworth by 
Chris Phillips 
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Steve Tucker on 
Nailsworth Ladder 
by Chris Phillips 
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very wet and slippery, and then onto my 
old marshalling section, Fred’s Folly. 
This year a restart had been added just 
to make the right-hander even more 
difficult, but we got away, and got 
through the ruts on the left-hander - 
jacking up the back 2” has obviously has 
done the trick, front wheels over section 
ends and the accelerator pedal falls flat 
to the floor, still at least we cleared. I got 
my passenger to hold open the throttle 
on the carburettor and stand on the back 
so that we could drive clear of the 
section and let others through. It took 
only ten minutes to re-fix the cable that I 
had only replaced the night before (my 
fault), and off to Merve’s Swerve. 
Another failed restart resulted, how do 
people get off these things?  
 
High wood was next. We mistakenly 
entered the wood down the exit road 
and got totally lost, so did the competitor 
following us – sorry. Turned around and 
made our way out again and went in the 
right way. The route card works so much 
better when you go the right way! I 
actually got off the restart at Highwood 
1. Highwood 2 was much shorter than 
the last time I competed. On that 
occasion we started way back down the 
approach track and the sharp left just 
before this year’s start was where I 
failed. So I hadn’t actually seen the meat 
of the hill before. Sharp right and a blast 
up a straight very steep mountainside, 
wheels spinning but going nowhere, I 
finally surrendered, hit the brakes, and 
shot backwards, sliding at an ever 
increasing rate with all wheels locked 
up, coming to rest at the bottom next to 
the start marshal. “I don’t think you 
meant to do that?” Harry Enfield would 
have said. 
 
The accelerator cable came off again as 
we left the wood, so must get this sorted 
before the Lands End Trial, and it 
started to rain, not much fun with no 
windscreen. 
 
 

The next scene was like an Ealing 
comedy. The rain makes visibility difficult 
with goggles, and the light was fading. 
We had just overtaken a slow moving 
vehicle when my passenger called right 
into holding control. I saw the holding 
control sign to the left of an open gate 
and with tracks going in and out of a 
field, so we drove in. No one was there, 
but tracks led across the field and 
through a gate into another field. So we 
followed them. This was hard going, 
very deep ruts, and very deep wet mud; 
if we stopped here we would be stuck. 
Through the next gate and no one here 
either, just a muck spreader and tractor. 
We circled to return and saw two other 
vehicles following us through the gate. 
We returned across the field as more 
and more competitors drove into the 
field. 
 
We left the mayhem behind us and 
drove onto Climperwell. We negotiated 
the tree roots trying their best to stop us, 
and onto the last sections, Bull Banks 1 
and 2. The rain was pouring now making 
the rocks at the restarts wet. That’s my 
excuse for failing them anyway.  
 
The finish was a welcome sight, now 
soaked and cold we could dry off and 
have something to eat before attempting 
the wet drive home. As we dried off we 
thought of the competitors and marshals 
still out on the hills and discussed all the 
upgrades needed before our next event, 
the Lands End Trial. 
 
A huge thank you is due to the Stroud 
Motor Club for organising yet another 
excellent event. 
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My Cotswold Clouds 2004 
by Mark Rosten-Edwards 

 

I t was 5 am and I set off for the 
twenty miles down the M3 to meet 
Dad (Bill) at his home. After packing 
a couple of items including a multi-

meter, as the charge light was flickering 
on the Imp we set off to Gordon’s 
Garage for the start of our first Cotswold 
Clouds. The Imp had arrived back from 
Ian Moss, after having the driveshaft 
upgraded and the rebuilt engine was 
singing along. The day had dawned 
fairly bright as we arrived at the start. 
We were quickly scrutineered and went 
to sign on and a bacon roll. Derek Tyler 
got the trial under way so ¾ of an hour 
to go for us. Adrian Marfell was giving 
the Beetle a rest and was at the helm on 
Tony Young’s VW special.  
 
I checked the well-written route card 
through and highlighted our pressure 
limits, alterations to the route card and 
checked we had enough fuel to get us to 
the first advised petrol station. Dad 
checked the car out, as we were 
concerned about the charge light and 
the fact that occasionally the engine 
missed. By the time I came out Dad had 
finished and was talking to Colin 
Perryman, who was in his new blue 
BMW 2002. Unfortunately Colin had 
been blocked in by a red Marlin, which 
was also parked across the front of our 
Imp and Mike Trim’s blue Imp. After 
discovering the lack of a steering lock 
the offending car was pushed away and 
parked properly. Colin’s start time was 
nearly gone and the BMW refused to 
start. Michael Leete was spotted looking 
around looking at the red specials – 
maybe getting tips for his new Dellow. 
 
As we left the start Colin Perryman had 
found the problem and was trying to 
remove the additional additive from the 
fuel tank. Diesel being good for Panzers 
but not his BMW! 
As we drove down the road to section 1, 
Crawley, Nigel & Ian Moss exited in the 
neatly turned out Troll & Imp. Crawley 

turned out to be a lovely climb twisting 
up from the valley. The ruts were just 
deep enough to keep the front end in. 
Suitably warmed up we set off for the 
holding control before Crooked Mustard. 
Chatting to Mike Hayward and Michael 
Leete we discussed the unseen (for us) 
hill and Mike's new Dellow. Thirty 
minutes later we were off for our attempt 
at one of the most challenging hills on 
the trials calendar. We saw a couple of 
Escorts come back from their attempts, 
although Simon Groves and Dave Heale 
weren’t among them. Steve Tucker’s 
crossflow powered Imp stopped at the 2 
and Pete Fear just in front cleaned the 
section fairly easily from the sound of it. 
Then it was our attempt. We set off 
keeping a fairly middle line and got over 
the step to stop at the 2 marker. Ian 
Moss cleaned the section, the only class 
4 to do so. I thought that Simms was 
difficult, but this is another step. If you 
haven’t seen it go and have a look next 
year. 
 
The Imp developed a problem with idling 
on our return to the bottom of the hill and 
then on the run up the tarmac road, so it 
became apparent that all was not well in 
the boot. We just got up to the top of the 
hill and pulled into a lay-by. Fuel was 
found to be dripping out of the rear SU 
onto the exhaust, which was considered 
a bad thing. The damper was stuck in 
the up position. This was fixed quickly, 
thanks to Michael Leete and the marshal 
who stopped to offer help, but fuel 
continued to drip from the bottom which 
we must have knocked taking the carb 
to pieces first time round. A carb rebuild 
is on the cards here! A check on the 
distributor revealed that it had some how 
loosened a little and moved. A quick 
reset & tighten had us happily on our 
way. 
 
A 40 minutes wait at the holding control 
for Axe was next on the agenda. We 
gleaned some class 4 knowledge from 
Simon Robson, who was very happy at 
getting the Liege up Crooked Mustard, 
about the section. A long section was 
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described with a sticky bit halfway up, 
which saps road speed and with rocks at 
top the section. Dad left the pressures 
fairly high for the rocks and we attacked 
the section. It turned out exactly as per 
Simon’s description and we were really 
struggling at the top. A good way for me 
to lose the Christmas pounds!! Happy 
with our efforts we jumped out to find a 
dented sill and a big hole in the sidewall 
of the now completely flat rear tyre, 
hence why we struggled! Adrian Tucker-
Peake arrived at the top of the section 
on the end of a tow rope. 
 
Over to the Nailsworth Ladder, which 
was the only hill we had prior knowledge 
of, as I had walked up it a couple of 
years ago when I found myself in 
Nailsworth. We got some good speed off 
the start, which we translated into 
airspeed over the infamous step and 
slowed over the concrete towards the 
top. Unfortunately Ian Moss’s Imp 
jumped out of gear over step and 
although he restarted and got out of the 
section he had collected six precious 
points, which was to cost him the trial 
outright. Simon Robson’s Liege failed to 
get enough forward motion to get over 
the step from the class 7 restart. 
. 
A short trip over the common to an hour 
plus wait for Ham Mill, complete with its 
separate restarts for 6, 7, 8 and 3, 4, 5. 
The hill was obviously causing trouble 
as the exit road was beneath the holding 
control and not a lot was getting out of 
the top. An additional deviation was also 
causing trouble for the people who got 
off the restart, with Michael Leete 
picking up 3 points here, although a 
small roll back saw him restart again and 
get the Beetle out the top of the section. 
We followed Simon’s Liege to the start 
of the section. Nobody was waiting, 
there was a check on the pressures and 
Simon took his crack. The little car failed 
to even reach the restart. We took our 
attempt, now concerned with what might 
happen. A short way from the start 
revealed the trouble - slippery mud 
covered rock. The upper class restart 

momentarily confused us as it was lower 
than ours but we kept the power on to 
our line twenty yards up the hill. Dad 
picked a good spot and we were away, 
with me constantly bouncing while Dad 
picked his way through the trees. Very 
happy we drew onto the tarmac road. 
 
We were now very worried about our 
fuel because of the quantity which had 
escaped and gauge was resting against 
‘Empty’. With a supply indicated after 
Mackhouse we decided to press on. 
This turned out to be very slimy track, 
downhill to start and then up slightly 
across a bank where the 7 & 8 restart 
was sited. I did think that the positioning 
of the restart board on the track was a 
little cruel, as it caused the cars not 
stopping just to slide along the ridge 
towards a tree. We came to rest here 
along with most of the trial for a 7. Some 
faired slightly better with a 6. I have no 
idea how Simon Woodall & Mike 
Chatwin got the Buggy and the Troll off 
the restart to the 4 marker, which turned 
out to be the best of the day. A special 
mention to Paul Allaway who got the 
Astra to the 5 marker - the best saloon. 
 
For the track out of the section we were 
warned to put the pressures up as it was 
very rough and they were right. On 
some trials that would have been a 
section in itself! We made the fuel 
station to find Peter Mountain retiring the 
Dellow with a broken panard rod. The 
first special test was next and here we 
were to stay and await recovery. It was 
downhill from A past B, reverse up back 
over B and forwards to stop across C. A 
Ford part in the driveshaft snapped 
when reverse was selected, so we rolled 
out of the section at the time very 
puzzled. 
 
Happily Colin Perryman had obviously 
sorted the BMW and he stopped briefly 
as he went to finish the event. Well 
done.  
 
Mike Workman won the event overall in 
the Golden Valley Special from Paul 
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Dear Editor Pat, 
 

I  would like to congratulate Giles 
Greenslade and company on 
assembling the glittering display of 
silver and glassware at the recent 

ACTC awards ceremony. In previous 
years I have felt that the state of the 
silverware has done the ACTC no 
favours, but this year made up for it and 
showed that the association is efficient 
and gives awards in top condition (and 
on the day they are promised, what is 
more!) 
 
As the only person at the awards 
ceremony who knew he wasn't going to 
receive one, I was so shocked to hear 
my name called for the discretionary 
"Rest & Be Thankful" award that I could 
not take it in at the time. My family 
however (who do not share my 
enthusiasm for revving engines, oily 
fingernails, mud etc.) expressed little 
surprise and suggested that with that 
title it was probably a comment on my 
advanced years and a hint about an 
early retirement. 'Rest' however does 
not feature in David Turner's schemes, 
and while he includes me in his trials 
plans, projects, and future contrivances I 
feel privileged to remain part of the 
scene. 
 
The 'Be Thankful' part I do recognise as 
relevant to myself. When I started in 
motor sport more than 50 years ago it 
was a fringe activity with no financial 
benefits (sponsorship not having been 
invented), little 'street cred', and the 

need for competitors 
to help one another 
to prevent 
cancellation of 
events because of 
small entries. This 
generated a great 
camaraderie, which 
sadly has eroded 
over the years, as 
financial clout became a factor, and the 
length of one's mobile home established 
the paddock pecking order.  
 
Having migrated from circuits to sprints, 
then hillclimbs, autocross, rallying, 
driving tests (now renamed autotests), 
grass speed events, production trials, 
and even some years in power boat 
racing, I can honestly say that I have not 
found such friendliness, helpfulness, and 
genuine encouragement anywhere as I 
have in the classic trialling scene today. 
 
Yes, I am indeed thankful that classic 
trialling is staving off the days of my 
'victor Meldrew-ship' and the slippers-in-
front-of-the-TV scenario. Long may it 
prosper! (And when I do get my slippers 
on it is to sit down and enjoy reading 
about it all in “Restart", Thanks to the 
editors and contributors!). 
Yours most sincerely, 
 
John Heseltine 

Bartleman (Troll) who with the Escorts of 
Emma Flay & Kelly Thomas also took 
the team award.  
 
As the rain came and sun started to dip 
we were treated to some very good light 
effects and rainbows in a very beautiful 
part of the “wold”, so every “clouds” has 
a silver lining…. Damn car. Next year!! 
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The Trials and Tribulations of 
Trialling  

by Dave Haizelden 
 

A fter a season’s end of trailing, 
which started back at the 
beginning of September and 
continued through nearly every 

weekend of the winter months of 2003 
the Front Wheel Drive Allstars resumed 
their season with the Exeter 2004, which 
turned out to be a good event for the 
Allstars, who came away with the Team 
Award, but the mechanical gremlins 
were beginning to bite. Mike’s Golf broke 
a drive shaft on Simms after the section 
ends and this was to be the beginning of 
the nightmare month of January for 
Mike. 
 
The following weekend saw the two 
Golfs make an early start on their way 
up to the Clee Hills.  One half of the 
Allaways stayed in bed whilst Tina 
jumped in the Golf with Michael. The run 
up to the start was uneventful but with 
no warning of what was about to 
happen. Before the Collins/Allaway crew 
had a chance to tackle a hill the oil light 
made itself be known and despite the 
best efforts of Mike to extinguish the 
light the RAC was duly called for. After a 
long wait a patrol finally turned up and 
agreed with Mike that the oil light was 
on! A further wait finally saw a recovery 
truck turn up.  
 
Dave and Aaron continued on the Clee 
and sent regular updates to Mike and 
Tina. After the crew in the Golf signed 
off and turned for home they were 
surprised to hear that the recovery truck 
was only forty miles further down the M5 
from their entry at junction 7. Dave and 
Aaron then set about trying to overhaul 
Mike and Tina on the motorway but gave 
up the chase 20 miles south of Bristol 
when Aaron demanded his Costa Coffee 
hot chocolate with marshmallows! 
During the following week Mike and 
Tony set about repairing the Golf in time 

for North Devon’s Motor Club’s Exmoor 
Trial. A new oil pump and oil change 
fixed the engine but disaster occurred 
when on road testing the engine the 
gearbox let go in a catastrophic, 
harmonic letting go of the diff. Time had 
finally run out so in stepped Paul who 
foolishly or cleverly(!) offered Mike the 
loan of the Astra on the proviso that if 
anything should break Mike would fix it. 
Paul was hoping that the engine would 
not last the distance as he harboured 
dreams of a new DOHC power plant. 
 
Once again the Haizelden/Collins crews 
set off for the new scrutineering venue in 
Barnstaple before returning to the 
familiar start at the hotel. Class 1 had a 
shiny new Citroen Saxo entered for the 
first time, which would have looked just 
as good on a show room forecourt. 
North Devon member John Lambert of 
Fiat Uno Turbo fame was out to try and 
give Nick Farmer a run in a new Maestro 
Diesel (Turbo) and to complete the trio 
of Maestro’s another North Devon 
member David Shrubsole entered for the 
first time. 
 
Riverton was to see the demise of the 
Saxo when the start marshal was still 
smiling after watching the Saxo attack 
the stage like a WRC rally car and duly 
smash the transmission! 
 
On turning up at Huntstone Woods the 
sight of Paul Allaway spectating made 
Mike very nervous and this was reflected 
in Mike’s gentile approach and 
subsequently dropped his first 2 points. 
On leaving the wood Paul offered Mike 
some advice on how to drive the Astra 
and told him to keep his foot in at all 
times. Bill Bennett nearly came unstuck 
when he tried to steer the MG up the 
escape road but fortunately Paul pointed 
him in the right direction and kept him on 
equal points with Adrian Dommett. 
Next up was High Bray which was in evil 
form stopping the entire class 1 field with 
the best climb from Nick Farmer who 
reached the 5 marker. Mike (again with 
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Paul watching) made a complete hash of 
the bottom corner (after receiving some 
advice from Paul!) and stopped at the 7 
marker. Other notable failures on this hill 
were Kelly Thomas and Emma Flay in 
the Escort and Harvey Waters and Neil 
Allen who gave it absolute death and 
had to be dragged off the hill choking 
due to the effects of smoke inhalation. 
 
Moving round the corner a further four 
sections were to be found. Paul arrived 
at these sections before the Astra due to 
a navigational error by Tina. What Tina 
didn’t know was Paul decided to let his 
hair down and drove her Peugeot as 
though it was a rally car and on going 
through the water splash removed the 
front spoiler. 
 
The first section in the woods, Lower 
Molland, was particularly tough, in that 
the hill was a clean or fail section.  Nick 
Farmer got within six feet of the section 
ends when the tyre came off the rim and 
Bill Bennett blotted his copybook when 
he also failed this section. Further up the 
forest was Jimmy’s Hill where a very 
difficult restart was placed which nobody 
in classes 7 or 8 managed to move off 
and further more the restart was placed 
at the 8 marker. Adrian in the Wolseley 
was having over heating problems and 
tried to remedy the loss of water from 
the radiator by inserting twigs into the 
matrix of the radiator and proceeded to 
climb to the top of the section. 
 
Further down the track was Badgers Hill, 
which was marshalled by Roger Ugalde. 
The tight turn to the right caused a lot of 
trouble, notably for Nick in the Maestro 
who broke a drive shaft. Adrian 
Dommett dropped his first points of the 
day as did Colin Jeffery, Giles 
Greenslade and Keith Sanders. Notable 
clean climbs were made by Dick Bolt, 
Adrian Marfell (now in class 4) and 
Harvey Waters. Next was Rod’s 
Revenge with a restart placed at the 2 
marker, which only Roger Bricknell 
managed to clean in class 7 giving him a 

2 point lead over Andrew Martin in the 
Melos.   
 
The trial now headed for the finish with 
the finale being Floyd’s Bank which 
along with all the spectators saw only 8 
clean climbs. Notable failures were 
Adrian Dommett who got the Hornet up 
to the 1 marker and finished first overall 
on 6 points.  After a good scrap 
throughout the day Adrian Marfell and 
Giles Greenslade could only be 
separated by special time test after both 
getting to the 1 marker and finishing on 
7 points each. Also on 7 points was 
Keith Sanders who finished 4th overall 
possibly his best result ever after giving 
up the Rickman Ranger. 
 
Mike Collins brought the Astra home 
only 5 points behind the green Golf and 
claimed a class win, which was a great 
result as having never driven the car 
before. 
 
At the finish hiding in the corner was 
Dick Hutchings (Clerk of the Course of 
the Exmoor Trial) who had his first 
attempt on four wheels and finished just 
in front of the two front wheel drive 
Maestro’s (better stick to your day job 
Dick!) 
 
The following week after the trial Mike 
Collins was again burning the midnight 
oil on the Golf to get it ready in time for 
Stroud’s Cotswold Clouds. His wife’s 
Sue’s patience is beginning to wear a bit 
thin and could be even thinner soon 
when Mike finds the courage to tell her 
he might be entering the Northern Trial! 

40 

THE MOTORCYCLE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
2003 Championship Presentation 
The ACTC Championship presentation 
was held on Sunday 11th January in 
Torquay. It was the first time that I had 
attended the presentation and I must 
say that the array of trophies and 
awards was quite impressive. Elsewhere 
in this issue of Restart there may well be 
a mention of changes proposed for next 
year, including a dedicated awards 
dinner held sometime during the spring. 
There is no doubt that moving the 
presentation back a month or two will 
create some more breathing space for 
organisation [and notification], give the 
ACTC awards more identity and provide 
a social occasion. Hopefully these 
changes will encourage and enable the 
motorcycle and sidecar championship 
winners [not all of whom choose to ride 
in MCC events] to attend next year’s 
awards. 
 
The Events 
I had to give the Exeter a miss this year 
due to airport duty to get my youngest 
back to his studies in the US of A. 
Therefore my first event of the year was 
the Exmoor Trial, which as ever, was 
excellently organised by the North 
Devon Motor Club. 
 
The start arrangements were a little 
complicated this year with car parking 
and scrutineering at a garage in the 
centre of Barnstable before a quick dash 
to signing on at the Cedars Lodge Inn 
start on the edge of town. The trial itself 
offered 13 first class natural sections 
including Riverton, High Bray and 
Beggars Roost. Chris Lidstone, winner 
of the Bude and District Challenge Cup 
last year was first overall, but only on a 
split special test time from Ray Gerring. 
Jeremy Stephens won class A2 on his 
250 Kawasaki and Trevor Griffiths and 
Alison Nutt edged out the Hind/

Stoopman partnership by one mark in 
class E. Particularly noteworthy were the 
attempts of the Grinter and White team 
on their ailing 500 Yamaha. Some way 
behind the front runners on marks, they 
were clearly nevertheless having a 
whale of a time judging by their whoops 
of joy at cleaning Rod’s Revenge.  
 
What was pleasing was the number of 
motorcycle entrants for the trial. There 
were five in class E and twenty-three 
solo motorcycles. Bike entrants are 
generally lower in combined car and 
motorcycle trials compared with 
motorcycle only trials, but perhaps 2004 
will see an increase overall in the 
number of motorcycle championship 
contenders. 
 
What is frustrating is the low number of 
class C entrants on British manufactured 
machinery. Quite often it’s a battle 
between Tom and myself as the only 
entrants. Given the number of 
competitors on British bikes in MCC 
trials, one is tempted to wonder whether 
these British irons are put back in their 
glass cases between the three annual 
attempts for that elusive gold. 
 
‘Rules is rules’ 
Please don’t skip over this bit of the 
report as it is really rather important. 
Motorcycle entrants may not be aware, 
but ACTC championship registration 
arrangements for us differ from that for 
car drivers. Car drivers apply at the start 
of each year to the championship 
secretary to register with the ACTC as 
championship contenders. They are 
issued with a registration number and if 
they subscribe are sent a quarterly issue 
of ‘Restart’ and entry details for all of the 
events in the ACTC calendar.  
 
 
Motorcyclists for the past two years have 
not had to register to be championship 
contenders. Instead, 50 pence is added 
to the entry fee and the mere 
participation of a motorcyclist in an 
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ACTC championship event means that 
they are automatically included in the 
ACTC championships. This change was 
introduced for the very good reason that 
allegedly motorcyclists had short hands 
and long pockets when the annual 
renewal came around. This effectively 
meant that the motorcycle 
championships were dying. 
 
Having taken over the motorcycle 
championship co-ordination late last 
year I now know that this arrangement is 
unworkable. Motorcycle championship 
contenders lose out because they have 
to source their own entry forms and 
don’t feel part of the ACTC and keeping 
track of the results is frankly an absolute 
nightmare because I don’t know the 
registered contenders until I have 
received all the results after the final 
event of the year. 
 
I will therefore be bringing forward 
proposals to bring the registration 
arrangements for the Pouncy and Red 
Rose championships into line with the 
arrangements for the car 
championships. These will be presented 
to the spring meeting of the ACTC 
Council before formal consideration at 
the AGM in the autumn. This means that 
any new arrangements will come into 
place from 1st January 2005. 
 
To summarise, what I propose is; 
 

 That entry to ACTC registered 
events will be open, as at 
present, to affiliated members 
of the ACU, the ACTC and the 
local organising club/centre as 
appropriate 

 That registration for the Red 
Rose Bowl and Pouncy 
championships will be required 
to score championship points 

 That registered members will 
be automatically included on 
the mailing lists of all 
organising clubs  

 That registered members will 

receive Restart upon payment 
of the necessary subscription 

 
If you have any comments regarding this 
proposal, please do contact either Tom 
or myself at the addresses below. 
 
Full details of our proposals will be set 
out in the summer issue of Restart. 
 
The Network 
As reported in the last issue of Restart, 
our first step is to try to set up a network 
to ensure that members have the 
opportunity to influence decisions. The 
most cost effective approach is of 
course via email and we want to develop 
an email group for rapid two-way 
communications. The network is slowly 
building, however, if you have not done 
so already, please make contact with 
Tom and myself at the addresses below. 
In addition, if you know of motorcyclist 
competitors in the ACTC 
Championships, who do not receive 
Restart [and why not join and subscribe], 
please draw our efforts to their attention 
and ask them to contact us to be added 
to the network. 
 
The Pouncy and Red Rose Bowl 
Championship Leagues 
It’s a little early yet after only two rounds 
to draw conclusions about the shape of 
the championship over the next year. 
However, in class E, it looks as though 
the Griffiths/Nutt team will be pushed 
throughout the year by a determined 
John Hind and Harry Stoopman. 
Perhaps the men to watch in class A1 
will be Chris Lidstone and Ray Gerring, 
together with Buster Griffin and Dave 
Mason. The new kid on the block is the 
mercurial Yoshi Adams, who brings 
years of experience from the trials and 
enduro scene. Should be an interesting 
year. 
 
I have now taken over maintenance of 
the Pouncy and Red Rose Bowl 
championship tables from Chris 
Philips with effect from 1st January 
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Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 

Air bottle repairs & refills 
Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 

Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 
 

If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 

 
4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 

Junction 10, M5 
Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

2004.  
 
Would event secretaries therefore 
please send a copy of their results to 
me at the following address . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keith Johnston   

keith.johnston2@virgin.net   
01225 760415 
 
Home address; 260, Hill Street, 
Hilperton, Trowbridge, Wiltshire,  
BA14 7RS 
 
Tom Beckerleg  
tom.beckerleg@tesco.net     
01736 362568 
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A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN ULTRABURN UNIT NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main Distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 

 

Beetle Specialist Workshop 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NB: Although the advice is free, If that advice includes buying a product, it would be polite to buy it from us 
Stockists of Superblend Zero Lead 2000 – FBHVC Approved Lead Substitute – Will deliver to most trials 
 

Ballards Place  Eardiston  Tenbury Wells  Worcs  WR15 8JR 
Tel:  01584-881348                                          Fax:  01584-881684 

 
E-Mail:  BSW_HOLDINGS@COMPUSERVE.COM 

Spare Wheel Carriers 

T4 Engines 

Carburettor Kits 

“Next Generation” Parts 

I.R.S. Conversions 

Oversize Barrels 

Free Advice 

44 

Silkolene 
 

Chatsworth SAE30/40 5 litres …....   £13.60 
Rhino SAE140 5 litres …………..…  £15.50 
 

Millers 
 

Pistoneeze 30&40 5 litres ……..….  £13.30 
Transverse ‘M’ Classic 5 litres …...  £16.90 
CFS full synthetic 5w40 5 litres …..  £34.00 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml Box 10 special price               £30.00 
 
 

All prices include V AT 
 

£7.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

 
Penrite 
 

Steering box lubricant 500ml ……… £4.99 

Shock absorber oil Nos 1&2 500ml ..£3.70 
 

Castrol 
 

XL30 SAE30 4.54 litres ……….….    £16.99 
XL40 SAE40 4.54 litres ………….     £16.99 
R40 SAE40 5 litres …………….        £25.05 
Castrol Valvemaster plus 250ml ….. £9.99 
ALSO tyres, competition preparation – all 
classes catered for 
 

Reliability brings success 

 
FOR SALE 
Frank Burton’s award winning Marlin. 
1600cc Fiat engine, low back axle. 
Now in road trim, but with all trialling 
gear. Too many extras to list. £3,000. 
 
Phone 01747 822860 for details. 
 
FOR SALE 
Ford Escort Mk2 1696cc Red 2 Door, 
Taxed & MOTd until January 2005, 
very solid underneath, usual mods for 
classic trialing inc sump guard, 
extended chassis rails into spring 
hangers. Very reliable, 3 Silvers & 1 
Gold in six MCC events I entered. Car 
in West London area. £1150.00 ono 
 

Please Contact Mark Rosten-Edwards 
Tel: 020 8940 0375 (before 9pm) for 
more information. 
 
 

VINTAGE & SPORT CAR SERVICES  
CLASSIC LUBRICANTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel/Fax 01460 66434 
mail@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 
www.vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

 
 

Many more items available! 
Just contact us for stock list 

MARKET PLACE 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

I n the autumn of the year that Great 
Britain converted to decimal 
currency and the year in which one 
of the most respected names in 

motoring, Rolls Royce, declared 
bankruptcy, Falcon Motor Club 
organised their aptly named Autumn 
Trial. The club was already renowned for 
promoting one of the few classics of the 
era, their Guy Fawkes road trial which 
covered some of the same area as the 
Cotswold Clouds. However the Guy 
Fawkes had the distinction of operating 
in the hours of darkness or perhaps 
more accurately described as operating 
under multi-coloured lights as the nation 
generally commemorated the ill fated 
attempt of 1605 to blow up both Houses 
of Parliament. 
 
On the 10th October 1971 the Autumn 
Trial attracted an entry of forty two split 
into only four classes. Apart from three 
each in the front wheel drive and sports 
car classes, the remainder were entered 
in front engine rear wheel drive or the 
combined rear engine and what would 
now be considered class eight vehicles. 
Sue Halkyard, for instance, bravely 
contested her 1932 Austin 7 against 
Ford Escorts, Populars and Cortinas, a 
Hillman Husky driven by former MCC 
General Secretary Mike Furse, a 
Wolseley and a Triumph Vitesse. I 
fought against Murray MacDonald in 
another Beetle, Clive Booth in his Singer 
Chamois, John Allsop in a Fiat, a Reliant 
special and Simon Durling’s Dellow. I 
just managed to win the class with a 
faster speed test time than Clive, but the 
overall winner on “Index of Performance” 
was none other than Angus Stewart 
driving his Ford Popular. 
 
The reputable Guy Fawkes a month 
later with sixty-nine entries included well 
known competitors of the day, some of 
whom are still to be seen on the current 
entry lists. Ted Dennis – HRG, Steve 

Dear and Dudley Sterry - MG PB and 
MG J2 respectively, Roger Bricknell – 
Ford Thames, Don Hobbs – Moskovitch, 
Ted Briant – Ford Escort, Mike Hinde – 
Skoda, plus Alan Cundy , “Jack” Frost, 
Frank Edkins and myself in VW Beetles. 
The Best Performance overall was 
achieved by Dudley Sterry, who was on 
zero penalties and who posted the 
fastest time on the combined speed 
tests. On that particular event the larger 
engined Beetles were included in the 
same class as the class eight cars of 
today and thus a “clean sheet” by Alan 
Cundy in his Beetle was particularly 
commendable. 
 
Later that month Woolbridge Motor Club 
promoted their Vogue Motors Trial, the 
forerunner of the Hardy, which is their 
current contribution to the ACTC 
championship – see photograph in the 
last edition of “Section Ends”. This new 
road trial was sponsored by the local 
Renault agents and encouraged forty-
four contestants and established a 
classic event in the Weymouth and 
Dorchester area. It even attracted 
international racing driver Win Percy to 
compete. The overall winner, once again 
using “Index of Performance”, was local 
driver Ted Briant whose penalties of 
eighteen were only equalled by “the man 
of Kent”, Simon Durling, who won his 
class in the Dellow. However, “Index of 
Performance”, which I believe to be an 
anachronism in classic reliability trials, 
worked to my advantage on this new 
event to the sport. With just nineteen 
penalties it provided me with the Best 
Performance in the combination of the 
rear engined cars using “grip tyres” and 
“specials” classes, leaving current MG 
exponent, Ian Coxen then driving his 
Fiat, to take a well deserved class win 
from the Imp brigade. 
 
I understand that “Index of Performance” 
is still used by two motor clubs whose 
events contribute to the ACTC 
championships. Whilst quite correctly 
ignored when computing championship 
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positions I cannot understand why these 
clubs persist in using this formula 
designed to equate performances in 
production car trials. In my opinion there 
are clearly differing skills desirable to 
succeed in the two disciplines of the 
sport of car trials and I have competed in 
and won a number of championships in 
both disciplines. There is more rigidity 
within regulations with production car 
trials which considerably reduces driver 
innovation and each class tends to 
compete over the same terrain with no 
room for manoeuvre on tyre pressures. 
To equate the varying class 
performances this formula has been 
used to decide an overall winner and 
without doubt this has been open to 
manipulation by incorporating 
uncompetitive drivers within a class 
structure. 
 
Within classic trials there are a number 
of tools available to the Clerk of the 
Course and in recent times there is good 
reason to believe that they are being 
sensibly used. Just look at the range of 
cars now winning 
some of the 
championship 
rounds and those 
taking the top 
positions in the 
2003 Wheelspin 
League, which was 
almost won by 
David Haizelden 
with his ultra 
competitive VW 
Golf. Classic trials 
can and do include 
varying tyre 
pressures, either 
none or some 
restarts for 
alternative classes and even separate 
hills for classes seven and/or eight. 
Consequently the continued use of 
“Index of Performance” in classic trials is 
an absolute nonsense and whilst making 
comparisons with production car trials so 
is the prolongation of penalties for hitting 

markers, which should only be used to 
decide where the vehicle stopped. 
 
Reference has been made to two 
stalwarts within the sport when 
reminiscing about the Guy Fawkes.  The 
late Ted Briant is probably best 
remembered for campaigning a Ford 
Escort Estate but he also competed in 
less familiar trials cars. One was an ex-
police Wolseley which he used on the 
Exeter Trial, his first MCC event. The 
gearbox expired and so for the next 
outing his brothers Standard was 
pressed into action. These 948 cc cars 
proved to be quite competitive in general 
in motor sport and in 1955 Jimmy Ray 
and Brian Horrocks won the RAC British 
International Rally (now The Rally of the 
Tests) with a Standard saloon. 
Winning a third class award on the 
aforementioned 1971 Guy Fawkes was 
trials’ and rally driver Mike Hinde who at 
that time was using a front-engined 
Skoda. Mike used these cars 
successfully as we shall see in future 
editions of “Section Ends”, but in 1954 

he drove a Renault 750 in the MCC’s 
Redex National Rally winning the class 
and beating the semi-works prepared 
Standard 10s.   

(Ted Briant competing in his brother’s 
Standard 10 on Waterloo – Exeter Trial.) 
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C h a m p i o n s h i p 
Chat 
 

A fter the excitement of the 
closeness of last year’s 
Wheelspin and Navigator’s 
championships, it quite a relief 

to have a relatively quiet period as far as 
the various tables are concerned. Of 
course, this has been the time of year 
that ACTC renewals are due, so that 
represents quite a workload, but not 
against the type of timescale pressure 
that accompanies the receipt of the 
Camel Classic results and the post-
Exeter awards ceremony. 
 
So far this year we have registered 152 
drivers, 28 navigators, 23 subscribers to 
Restart only and 3 teams . 
The drivers’ figures are about on a par 

with last year and will rise over the next 
few months as people discover an 
empty renewal form or remember that 
they were going to send it off. 
Encouragingly, there are 20+ drivers for 
2004 who were not registered for 2003, 
and quite a few of whom are mere 
youngsters (I mean under 40!). 
Navigator and Restart subscriber 
numbers are down on last year, so if you 
know of somebody who you think should 
have registered, but hasn’t, please jog 
their memory. Application forms are 
available on the ACTC website, or I’ll 
send you a hard copy if you have no 
Internet access.  
 
The team championship this year 
promises to be a very lacklustre affair, 
unless we get some more teams 
registering. Of the three combinations so 
far logged in, only two are composed of 
competitors who are likely to compete in 
a serious number of events, so we are 
already down to a two-horse race. Let’s 

The commencement of the New Year 
began with the 45th Exeter Trial, the final 
event in which to qualify for a Triple 
Award. Unlike some of the more recent 
years and the very controversial 
introduction of the “two up” rule, which 
has clearly already devalued a once 

coveted trophy, there were not many 
who qualified. The next “Section Ends” 
will examine the classics of thirty-two 
years ago. 

(Mike Hinde 
navigated by Bob 

Griffiths competing in 
the four day 1954 

Redex Rally which 
finished at Hastings 

from 7 separate 
starting points in the 

UK.) 

48 

have some additional teams registered 
to give the competition some meaning, 
please. Whilst on the subject of the team 
championship, it’s pretty clear that it 
lacks widespread appeal. So what can 
we do about that? If you have any ideas 
that would spice up the team 
competition let me have them, either by 
post or by e-mail, so that I can have 
some idea of what improvements might 
be possible in time for the council 
meeting in May. I can’t promise that any 
particular idea will be adopted, but the 
more thoughts the better. 
 
Now on to the championships 
themselves. At this stage of the season 
very few conclusions can be drawn 
about the final placings but it’s 
interesting to look at the variety of 
names that are at the top of the various 
frames. Take the Wheelspin for 
instance. There’s a familiar name 
currently at the top, Adrian Marfell, but 
not in his familiar hardware. So far 
Adrian has competed in the Clee and 
the Exmoor in class 4 (is this why Giles 
is looking for more grunt?) and he was 
out on the Cotswold Clouds driving 
Tony Young’s special. A relative 
newcomer to me, Andrew Martin, is in 
second place with his Dutton, courtesy 
mainly of an outright win on the Clee, 
where I was able to watch him get his 
car to places with which class 8 were 
having severe problems. 
 
The next three events before the 
summer break should be most 
interesting, to see if the front runners 
keep their lead or whether the chasing 
pack close and overtake them. 
 
The Crackington has many of the same 
names at the top, although Roger 
Bricknell, who is in third place, has 
been doing much better here than in the 
Wheelspin. It is interesting to see 
another new name, Ben Dyer, up there 
in his first season in the Troll. 
 
The Navigator’s League has a mostly 
familiar look to it with some very familiar 
names in the top slots. Neil Allen, 

passengering for Harvey Waters, is 
right up there in the thick of things and 
may well challenge for the title come the 
end of the season. 
 
The current tables are included 
elsewhere in the magazine. There are a 
couple of bits of additional information 
that I’ve included for the Team and 
Crackington tables. Both now have 
‘0.00’ inserted for an event in which the 
driver competed, but finished outside the 
points for their class. In addition, if a 
driver enters an event, but retires, then 
this is represented by an ‘R’ in the 
relevant place. 
 
Everybody who has applied for ACTC 
membership prior to the writing of this 
article (mid-Feb) should by now have 
received his or her membership cards. If 
you haven’t, please let me know so that I 
can correct the problem. Navigators will 
have noticed that I’ve changed their 
numbering system by removing the ‘N’. 
This is a purely selfish move on my part 
as it assists greatly with manipulating 
the data in my spreadsheet. The 
navigators should also notice that their 
number is +500 from the driver through 
whom they registered. If it’s not, let me 
know, please! 
 
Stuart and I should be out in the Troll for 
the Northern, Kyrle and Land’s End. 
We’ll be hoping this year to finish the 
Northern, avoid the rash of punctures 
we’ve had so far, but above all we’ll be 
trying to keep the Troll out of rivers on 
special tests!!! I shall look forward to 
seeing many familiar faces out and 
about on the hills on these events. 
 

Chris 
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Crackington Table 2004
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Andrew Martin 5.0 11.0 10.0 26.0
Giles Greenslade 5.0 9.7 9.4 24.1
Roger Bricknell 3.0 9.0 11.0 23.0
Adrian Marfell 10.7 10.4 21.1
Paul Bartleman 10.0 11.0 21.0
Dudley Sterry 5.0 10.0 6.0 21.0
Bill Bennett 5.0 6.0 9.5 20.5
Harvey Waters 10.5 10.0 20.5
Nick Farmer 3.0 8.8 8.6 20.4
David Haizelden 5.0 4.8 10.6 20.4
Adrian Dommett 9.0 10.5 19.5
Ben Dyer 8.0 10.0 18.0
Colin Biles 8.4 9.2 17.6
Dick Bolt 5.0 11.0 16.0
Michael Collins 5.0 R 9.6 14.6
Ian Davis 3.0 11.0 14.0
David Symons 3.0 10.8 13.8
Jeff Buchanan 3.0 10.4 13.4
Terry Coventry 3.0 9.8 12.8
Denis Johns 3.0 9.2 12.2
Simon Woodall 3.0 9.0 12.0
Michael Leete 3.0 8.7 11.7
Simon Groves 3.0 8.5 11.5
Jeremy Flann 11.0 11.0
Gary Browning 10.8 10.8
Adrian Tucker-Peake 3.0 7.8 10.8
Keith Sanders 10.2 10.2
Mal Allen 1.0 9.0 10.0
Sticker Martin 3.0 7.0 10.0
David Turner 5.0 5.0 10.0
Richard Dawe 9.4 9.4
Peter Fear R 9.0 9.0
Philip Mitchell 3.0 6.0 9.0
Terry Ball 8.8 8.8
Peter Hart 8.0 8.0
John Ludford 8.0 8.0
Stuart Roach 5.0 3.0 8.0
Kelly Thomas 8.0 8.0
John Looker 1.0 6.8 7.8
Mark Tooth 7.8 7.8
Dave Sargeant 7.7 7.7
Derek Reynolds 7.5 7.5
Peter Barr 7.4 7.4
David Bowlas 7.4 7.4
Peter Morris 7.0 7.0
Christopher Symons 6.8 6.8
Christopher Veevers 6.7 6.7
Colin Perryman 6.5 6.5
Stephen Potter 6.5 6.5
David Dyer 3.0 3.0 6.0
Stuart Ridge 6.0 6.0
Paul Royds 6.0 6.0
Andrew Burt 5.8 5.8
Richard Peck 5.8 5.8
Paul Allaway 5.0 5.0
Michael Chatwin 5.0 5.0
Jonathan Ellwood 5.0 5.0
Tony Rothin 5.0 0.0 5.0
Derek Tyler 5.0 5.0
Arthur Vowden 5.0 5.0
Tim Whellock 5.0 5.0
Myke Pocock 4.7 4.7
Stuart Harrold 4.0 4.0
Eric Smith 4.0 4.0
Clive Booth 3.0 3.0
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Wheelspin 2004
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Adrian Marfell 8 9 17
Andrew Martin 5 10 1 16
Giles Greenslade 5 3 8 16
Paul Bartleman 7 6 13
Ian Davis 3 9 12
Adrian Dommett 10 10
Dudley Sterry 5 4 9
Simon Woodall 3 6 9
Dick Bolt 5 4 9
Keith Sanders 7 7
Ben Dyer 1 5 6
Paul Allaway 5 5
Michael Chatwin 5 5
Michael Collins 5 5
Jeremy Flann 5 5
David Haizelden 5 5
Stuart Roach 5 5
Tony Rothin 5 5
David Turner 5 5
Arthur Vowden 5 5
Tim Whellock 5 5
Roger Bricknell 3 2 5
Clive Booth 3 3
Jeff Buchanan 3 3
Terry Coventry 3 3
Nick Farmer 3 3
Emma Flay 3 3
Simon Groves 3 3
Denis Johns 3 3
Michael Leete 3 3
Sticker Martin 3 3
David Miller 3 3
Philip Mitchell 3 3
Nigel Moss 3 3
John Parsons 3 3
Mike Pearson 3 3
Phil Pontin 3 3
Mark Rosten-Edwards 3 3
David Symons 3 3
Adrian Tucker-Peake 3 3
Antony Young 3 3
Peter Fear 3 3
Gary Browning 2 2
Mal Allen 1 1
Harry Butcher 1 1
Tim Hellings 1 1
John Looker 1 1
Mike Wordsworth 1 1
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Navigators League 2004
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Francesca Plimmer 5.0 9.7 9.4 24.1 3
Liz Bennett 5.0 6.0 9.5 20.5 3
Neil Allen 10.4 10.0 20.4 2
Judy Phillips 9.0 10.5 19.5 2
Aaron Haizelden 4.8 10.6 15.4 2
Janet Biles 8.4 6.2 14.6 2
Tina Allaway 5.0 9.6 14.6 2
Alan Selwood 3.0 8.6 11.6 2
Donny Allen 1.0 9.0 10.0 2
Ken Martin 8.8 8.8 1
Rob Gilmour 7.8 7.8 1
Jayne Sargeant 7.7 7.7 1
Fred Mills 7.4 7.4 1
Ronald Chiswell 3.0 3.0 6.0 2
Paul Gregory 5.8 5.8 1
Anne Whellock 5.0 5.0 1
Chris Phillips 4.0 4.0 1
Philip Tucker 2.0 2.0 1

Team League 2004
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Ross Rascals
Pete Fear R 9.0
Stuart Harrold 0.0 4.0
Stuart Ridge 6.0
Team Total

????
Giles Greenslade 5.0 9.7 9.4
Andrew Martin 5.0 11.0 10.0
Harvey Watres 10.5 10.0
Team Total 31.2 29.4 60.6

FWD All Stars
Paul Allaway 5.0
Michael Collins 5.0 4.8 10.6
David Hazelden 5.0 R 9.6
Team Total 15.0 15.0

52 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
6th March Derbyshire VSCC  * 
7th March Camel Heights Camel Vale  * 
7th March March Hare Falcon ACTC Invite 
13th March Herefordshire VSCC  * 
20th March Scottish VSCC  * 
21st March Spring Trial MGCC  * 
21st March Bovey Down Windwhistle  
27th March Northern Fellside Championship (C/M) 
28th March President’s Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
9th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
18th April  Sphinx Cheltenham Championship (M) 
24th April Kimber MGCC  * 
25th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
9th May Jubilee Taunton MCC Championship (M) 

11th July  Testing Trial MCC  * 
18th July Timberwoods Sidcup Championship (M) 
12th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
19th September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
26th September Autumn Trial MGCC  * 
2nd October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
9th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC Invite 
9th October Welsh VSCC  * 
17th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
24th October Tamar Launceston Championship (C/M) 
31st October Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
7th November Mechanics Stroud ACTC Invite 
7th November Lakeland VSCC  * 
14th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
21st November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
21st November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
28th November Allen BMC&LCC Championship (C) 
5th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

23rd May  Ilkley Ilkley ACTC Invite 

  
* Events organised by a member club, but there are restrictions as to which clubs 
are invited or which vehicles are eligible. 
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