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The Torbay Trial wweeisrim a0 1989
A

As seen by Peter Wilson

Afterastring of events at the end of November, it was good to see a good entry of 46 cars making -
their way to Torquay for the second offering from Torbay Motor Club. It was again being
observed by the ACTC for possible inclusion in the championship next year.

The start was at the Moorlands Hotel at Haytor, a delightful village on the edge of Dartmoor.
A well organised start venue saw David and John Uglow lead the field away in h_js splendid 1937
HRG. The first section was just a short drive away. - Old Town Wood. A tyre pressure limit
of 15 psi was enforced for this section, giving rise to the perennial specials quip “Now I’ll have
to pump the tyre yp to do the section”. There was a well placed restart line applicable for all
classes which caught out about one third of the drivers.

Thenonto Tipley which was similar to section 1, comprising of arocky road with a tough restart.
The specials and big Beetles found little problem with this (with the exception of the writer who
left his brain on the start line!) After this section there was a longer run down to the coast at
Torbay, across the estuary to a holding control overlooking the harbour. On instruction, cars
headed on to Shaldon. With relatively dry weather found this year, the section caught only two
- Roger and Stephen Pole (Bond Special) who were suffering carburettor problems all day, and
Richard Ward/David Coward in the diminutive Toyota.

With much of the field still clear, despite restarts on all the sections so far, it looked as if the event
was going to be won on the special test times.  Section 4, Goats Path, was a totally different
type of hill, starting on grassy bank, competitors were asked to climb up the bank and turn sharp
right through a gate, the section ends board being next to a World War II armoured car! There
was more grip than expected and again all cleared it with just nine exceptions. The section was
subdivided, and that cruel blow of struggling all the way up to the one was dealt to Michael and
Darren Banks (Skoda), Brian Woodward/Melvyn James (Dellow), Karen Wear/Moira Love
(Escort) and the Uglow’s HRG. John Turner/Vivian Dymond had a spirited bash at the section
to score a well earned five, in their unusual Siva.

Then on to section 5, Higher Shells. After a muddy S bend classes 6,7 and 8 were faced with
a wide restart line, giving plenty of choice of where to get stuck. The saloons charged this ledge
with considerable success. And Sue Webb (Escort 1600) managed to climb to a 1 here before
going on to lose first gear on the last section and retiring. Keith Lee/Paul Collins had a good
clean here, despite the burning of much midnight oil, in their just finished Marlin.

The cars moved onto the first special test known as Blagdon. Definitely a fun test, particularly
if your car had a roof on! From line A along a level track, round a bend and through a deep mud



hole, stop and reverse over line B if you can see it! Fastest time was set by Steve Ball in the
Fugative 17.39 wet seconds.

| Results
Two old MCC sections followed, Ball Hill and Boreston.
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Phil Saunders/Andrew Saunders

It took a while to get some of the saloons out of this
section, before Kings Junction could be attempted.
Another long hill with an interesting route diversion
according to class, the right hand fork contained some very deep ruts. Indeed the fork stopped
all the specials, proving itcan be done! ChrisReeson struggled up to 2, while Dudley and David
Sterry (MG J2) reached the 3 alongside Steve Ball (Fugative). On the left hand fork there were

three clears for Martyn Harry/Jeremy Mitchell (Beetle), Adnan Ball/Davld Perry (Beetle) and
Graham Carlyon/Martin Caddy (Beetle). |

Afterall thatexcitement there was a long drive to the final section, the classic Simms. The restart
caught many of those asked to try and the diff of Phil and Andrew Saunders (Escort) but it was
a fitting challenge to end the day. The finish at the Moorlands Hotel provided a warm welcome.
And on that point may I thank, on behalf of all the competitors, the Vowden family. Arthur was
busy all day making things run smoothly, Dean kept popping up everywhere with an

encouraging word, and Jenny, despite a poorly foot, managed to be at the start, in the middle
and at the finish - amazing. Get well soon.



