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CHAIRMAN’s CHAT 
 
Just a short one as I am against the 
clock trying to get the Buckler ready for 
Exeter. 
 
Congratulations to all our 2018 Trophy 
winners, and what an exiting and 
unbelievably close result for the overall 
Wheelspin Trophy. 
 
I’m really looking forward to the ‘ACTC 
on Tour’ meetings with club members in 
the New Year, and fascinated to find out 

other people’s ideas for the future of 
Classic Trials.  
 
I hope to have a full report of our 
findings for the Spring ACTC meeting 
and Restart copy. 
 
Wishing everyone a prosperous and 
successful 2019 
 
 

Cheers,  
Carl 
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Bike Bits and Stuff 
 

S o, we’re now into a New Year of 
trialling and with a new face as 
Motor Cycle Co-ordinator for 
the ACTC. Sadly we have lost 

the glamorous Kathy Martin as family 
commitments just haven’t allowed her 
the time to put the in 100% she’d have 
loved to have given the role. Kathy will 
still be around entertaining us with her 
own unique way of competing in classic 
trials. Normally that involves whoops of 
joy and yells of encouragement to her 
bike, Humphrey! 
 
In her place you get me, Chris Barham. 
I’ve been around tackling the hills for a 
good number of years. Originally as a 
teenager on a Bultaco 250 Matador, a 
Suzuki SP400 and passengering my 
father on a Metisse outfit, Bultaco 
powered and then with a BSA 441 
engine. I stopped trialing for a while, 
wife, kids, houses taking priority in life. I 
returned back for a while on a BMW 650 
outfit, a great laugh but somewhat un 
competitive. Now I’m again on 2 wheels 
working my way through a KTM 250, 
Suzi DR350, CCM 404 and presently a 
little Sherco XRide. Lovely bike, 
handles, stops, goes and light enough to 
pick up easily after I’ve dropped it! 
 
My goal in this role is to try and once 
again get full entries to events from the 
2 and 3 wheeled fraternity. Sadly the 
sport is going through a bit of the 
doldrums at the moment for some 
reason, and as you’re all hopefully 
aware. The ACTC is going on tour in 
2019, with the top team meeting up with 
the trialing community and exchanging 
ideas. I’m going to try to attend as many 
of these get togethers as I can as well, 
and I’ll be happy to listen to people 
views and see if some “underlying 
grumbles” can be sorted. 
 
The sport is after all about you, having 
fun whilst riding with your mates and 

making new acquaintances. Beating the 
hills, pulling away from the restarts and 
not ending up on your butt in the mud! 
It’s a grass roots sport where money 
should not play a big part in the day’s 
entertainment. I think Tristan Barnicoat 
proved this on the recent Camel Classic, 
beating us all on an old XR200! Fair 
play to the chap! Years ago we trialed 
the bikes we rode to work, to the shops 
and days out with the girlfriend on the 
back. More probably, to do with the fact 
we were always skint and could only 
afford one bike. 
 
This year we do have a first for Classic 
Trials, with a competitor entering the 
Northern Classic on an Electric bike! 
Peter Dive, Fell Side Auto Club, has 
done a lot of research for this entrant, to 
make sure all the governing bodies are 
agreeable with the safety issues 
involved. It’s seems it’s going to take 3 
batteries to complete the day. We wish 
him all the best and it’s going to 
extremely interesting to follow his 
progress. With the government talking 
about the reduction in the combustion 
engine and a country wide drift towards 
electric vehicles, could this be “our” 
future of transportation unraveling 
before our eyes? Personally, I don’t 
think so. The day I’m buzzing about on 
an electric vehicle, will probably be 
when I’m old and grey and off to the 
shops on a mobility scooter.  
 
So anyhow, if you have thoughts on how 
the sport can go forward, have any 
questions about competing or just want 
to talk bikes please feel free to contact 
me, my email is 
muddyhell65@gmail.com, I’m on 
Facebook and messenger or mobile 
07749970529. 
 
Well that’s enough of me waffling on, 
get out on your bikes, twist the arms of 
your trailing/ green landing mates and 
get them to give it a go and join us. Most 
of all have fun, ride safe and with 
consideration for them walking and 
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Bill’s Bits  
 
Happy and Prosperous New Year to 
everyone! 
 
Well that’s another year come and 
gone, unfortunately they seem to come 
and go quicker each year! I’m writing 
this knowing I’m in trouble with the 
Editor because it is late! It’s the first of 
January 2019 and I’ve got a particularly 
busy week which will end with us 
dashing down to Devon to marshal on 
the Exeter Trial. I’ve also got an 
important delivery to make to the Club 
dinner which is the MCC awards which 
will be presented during the evening. 
 
On Sunday 13th January we have our 
first meeting of the “ACTC on tour” 
when the Chairman, Vice Chairman and 
Secretary will attend meetings with the 
members of the trialling world which 
have been organised by member clubs. 
The first meeting has been organised 
by the Stroud & District Motor Club and 
the purpose of these meetings is for us 
to find out what the ACTC are doing 
well, what we are doing badly and what 
else we can do to help our sport. 
Apparently there has been quite a lot of 
criticism on social media aimed at the 
ACTC (I’m personally not on facebook), 
and it’s important for me to know if what 
we are doing as volunteers is wanted or 
appreciated by the majority, if not then I 
for one would prefer to use my time 
elsewhere. The reason I agreed to take 
on the secretarial job was because I 
have had a lot of fun and enjoyment 

from the sport and I wanted to give 
something back, but recently it seems 
we are the butt of a lot of people’s 
anger and that’s not a very nice place to 
be. Once we have had a few meetings 
where we can hear straight from the 
horse’s mouth what people want, then 
we can consider what the future might 
be for ACTC if in fact there is to be a 
future at all. I have been very lucky in 
my life to have been able to take part 
and enjoy many different sports and the 
one thing both Liz & I enjoyed when we 
started competing in Classic trials with 
four wheels was the friendly 
atmosphere and helpfulness of 
everyone, but recently it seems we 
have more unhappy people than happy 
ones and that’s not good! I think the 
ACTC is at a crossroads and it’s very 
important for the sport’s future that we 
go forward in the right direction – 
whatever that direction might be, even if 
it is to completely change what the 
ACTC does for the clubs and their 
members – if indeed we are needed at 
all? It’s very important that everybody 
has their say in this matter so that the 
majority view prevails, so please make 
an effort to get to one of these meetings 
and let us know your feelings. If there 
isn’t a meeting planned for your area 
then have a word with your club and try 
and get one arranged. We are prepared 
to travel, but it’s important we get these 
meeting done and dusted in time for the 
next ACTC meeting on Sunday April 
14th. 

Bill Bennett 

horsey types. We are all out there to 
enjoy the countryside. 
 
Best of luck to all in 2019, keep them 
boots clean and on the pegs! 
 
 

 
Chris Barham 
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Tarka Report 2018 by Mick 
Whitehouse 
 

I t is the beginning of July, time to 
start thinking about the Tarka Trial. 
Chris Barham is keen to have the 
Tarka starting and finishing at 

Tapeley Park; so we had a look at the 
O/S 180 map to see what we could 
come up with. 
 
The first task was getting to Sugworthy 
without a lot of main road work and yes 
we could do it using country roads and 
six byways; although it was seventeen 
miles, it was approximately seven miles 
of byways which could accommodate all 
competitors. We could then tie in the 
rest of the route, taking in old favourites 
and a couple of new sections, so the job 
was on. 
 
Next job was to ride the route and make 
sure it worked out mileage and time 
wise – luckily this was all OK. Then I 
had to get in touch with J. B and get the 
route officially mapped out and sent to 
the MSA for authorisation as well as 
apply for the National B, Clubmans and 
ACU permits. Additionally I had to get 
the supplementary regs and entry forms 
ready to upload to the ACTC site, also 
get in touch with the Devon Rights of 
Way Warden for permissions to use two 
bridleways. That was the important 
paper work underway! 
 
We had planned twenty-one sections, 
plus a special test. There were five solo 
only sections, two car and sidecar only 
sections and fourteen sections to suit 
everyone. 
 
The next job is to get some hedge 
trimming done, Chris Lidstone and 
myself went out and cut back Kingcott, 
Little Pillhead and Sugworthy. The first 
section at Sugworthy, Foxy Copse, just 
needed a trim at ground level. The next 
section, Badgers Last Stand also only 
needed a cut at ground level. Whilst 

doing this we were looking to try and 
make this section a little more 
challenging, Chris saw that the ground 
had a bit of a hump in the far corner, so 
we got in there with a chainsaw and 
hedge trimmer; twenty minutes later we 
had created and very good diversion for 
the Solos and a tighter corner for the 
cars. 
 
The next thing on the agenda is to go 
out and write up the new route card. 
Two days later another job done! 
 
In the meantime entries start to come in 
very slowly. With ten days to go before 
the trial, it's time to do the PR work via a 
letter drop. One hundred and twenty-five 
letters and two days later, job done! 
While doing the letter drop we put up 
notices on the bridleways we were 
going to using. On the Monday 17th 
September, entries closed with a 
disappointing entry of only four sidecars, 
sixteen solos and fourteen cars. Then 
had to apply for the insurance cover for 
the cars. 
 
On the Thursday and Friday before the 
trial we marked out the sections. We did 
all the ones on private land on the 
Thursday and the ones on byways on 
the Friday. We're all ready to go on 
Sunday! 
 
It had been very dry leading up to the 
trial, but the three days prior to it starting 
we had a fair bit of rain. This would 
make some of the sections a bit more of 
a challenge. Sunday morning arrives 
with more rain, Chris Lidstone is doing 
the signing on and the course closing. 
Ben Byrom is scrutineer for the cars and 
I am doing the bikes. Becey is course 
opening and making sure all marshals 
are in place. 
 
After signing on, we have two non-
starters, one car and one bike. 9am 
arrives and Bonham Jewel is setting 
everyone off. 
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Section 1: Tapeley Climb, for all classes. 
Not a problem for the solos and 
sidecars, only three cleans for the cars 
all class 8s. 
 
Section 2: Tapeley Wiggle, a solo’s only 
section. Only one fail here. 
 
Now we are off on our new route to 
Sugworthy! Everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed the six byways that were used. 
 
Section 3: Foxy Copse, diversion for the 
solos and a restart for the cars. This 
section caught out four of the solos and 
three of the cars. 
 
Section 4: Badgers Last Stand. The new 
solos diversion caught out all but three 
of the solos and the sections also 
caught out three of the cars. 
 
On to the special test. This was a left – 
right slalom around several cones, 
Andrew Ayres being the fastest solo, 
Anthony and Christine Andrew the 
fastest of the cars and Geoff and 
Jonathan Westcott the fastest sidecar. 
 
Off to section 5: Spittle. This year we 
came in from the opposite direction, 
taking in a new byway and going down 
the bridleway to the stream. We could 
then run this section backwards. This 
proved quite challenging for the cars, 
taking points from nine of them. It also 
took points off four of the solos. 
 
Four miles up the road to Section 6: 
Oakwell. We had a split route here. 
Solos and sidecars went up the washed 
out right had track, the cars went 
straight up the middle of the woods. The 
right-hand track as got really washed out 
and rutted, but only took marks off two 
solos and one sidecar. The centre track 
proved to be quite friendly for the cars, 
only taking points from five of them. 
 
The solos went on to Section 7: 
Cawsey. This section never fails to take 
points, only four of the solos clean here. 

Off to South Molton Garage to fuel up 
man and machine. 
 
Moved on to Section 8: Holdridge 1. 
This section proved to be the big point 
taker which was only cleaned by two 
solos: Andrew Kearns being one of 
them, who was also the B1 class winner. 
 
Section 9: Holdridge 2. This was a new 
section for the cars and bikes. When we 
set it out we thought it would be doable 
for classes 8 & 7 and a challenge for the 
rest of the cars. 
 
This proved to be totally wrong with all 
cars failing, most at 12 and 11 and only 
three getting to the 10 marker. It also 
stopped two of the sidecars, with only 
Richard Maddern cleaning the section. It 
also caught out four solos. 
 
The track leading to Holdridge 3 and 4 
got very slippery, very quickly. Luckily, 
Graham White, who was marshalling 
with his family, had his Land Rover there 
and he towed up the cars that could not 
make it. 
 
Section 10: Holdridge 3. A grassy climb 
with a curve in it, only one fail with the 
solos but the cars found the climb a tad 
slippery, with only five cars making it to 
the top. 
 
Section 11: Holdridge 4. Another grassy 
climb with a S in the middle. All the 
sidecars and solos made light work of 
this but not so for five of the cars. 
 
On to Section 12: Bray Hill. This section 
always gets a mixed bag of fails mostly 
depending on the restart area. Today it 
was in a friendly mood, only eight of the 
field failing at the restart and three not 
quite making it to the top of the section. 
 
On to Stoke Rivers, Section 13: Beccott 
Stream. A solo only section and unlucky 
for seven of them. It was at the end of 
the section where the marks were lost, a 
short sharp climb to the ends card. 
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Section 14: Lewis Bank 1. Not a 
problem for the solos, all clean. 
 
Section 15: Lewis Bank 2. The sidecars 
and cars on this one. We were down to 
two sidecars, Geoff Westcott had airbox 
problems and Richard Mattern's battery 
died. This grassy hill got very slippery 
and took marks off all but four of the 
cars. 
 
Section 16: Beccott Track. We had land 
owner Gorden Dennis here with his 
tractor, but he was not needed as all the 
cars went clean and only one solo 
dropped marks here. 
 
On to Section 17: Hurscott. This hill a 
favourite of all competitors, the club put 
in a lot of work to make the track good in 
January of this year. But all the hard 
work that was done was to no avail, at 
the heavy rain had washed out under 
what was done and made it impossible 
to use by the cars and sidecars. Only 
one fail here for the solos. 
The cars and sidecars went on to 
Section 18: Riverton. Not a problem for 
all but one car, who failed at the two-
marker. 
 
On to Section 19: Kingscott. This track 
is quite rough but grippy, you dont have 
to go at it too quick, just pick your line 
and bimble up. Two fails from the solos 
and two fails from the cars. 
 
On to Section 20: Pristacott. The 
friendliest section of the day with 
everyone going clean. 
 
On to Section 21: In-n-Out. This was a 
solo only section, into the stream around 
some trees, back into the stream and 
around to the right with the end cards on 
a slope. Well! The first solo through 
went the wrong side of a marker and ten 
of the solos followed his tyre marks, only 
four going the right side of the marker! 
 
Section 22: Is This the Tarka's Final 
Section? A grassy climb with a right-

hand turn and an S in the middle. Not a 
problem for all the bikes and only caught 
out four of the cars. We named this 
section like this because it just might be 
the Tarka’s last section. 
 
We struggled to get the entry we did and 
chief marshal Becey really struggled to 
get enough marshals for the day. 
Having the Taw and Torridge the week 
before the Tarka and the Edinburgh a 
fortnight after has really affected us. The 
team of marshals that Becey has do not 
want to be out two weeks running, 
especially when the weather is not 
looking very good. Anyway, all that did 
enter had a very enjoyable days sport. 
 
1st Overall Bike – Adrian Wade, 12 
marks dropped. 
Class D Winner – Steve Urell and Julie 
Williams, 23 marks dropped. 
Class B1 Winner – Andrew Kearns, 16 
marks dropped. 
Class B2 Winner – John Luckett, 14 
marks dropped. 
 
1st Overall Car – Paul Merson and Nick 
Sherrin, 13marks dropped. 
Class 8 winner – Stuart Green and 
Melanie Oliver, 22 marks dropped. 
Class 7 winner – Ray Ferguson and 
Hannah Ferguson, 17 marks dropped. 
Class 5 winner – Dave Haizelden and 
Jack Selwood, 36 marks dropped. 
Class 3 winner – Tom Moore and Abi 
Eakers, 123 marks dropped. 
Class 1 winner – James Shallacross 
and Mike Greenwood, 24 marks 
dropped. 
 
The team: Chris, Becey and Mick. 
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The Stroud Mechanics Trial 
by Adrian Tucker-Peake 
 

T he remnants of storm Callum 
continued to sweep over the 
country on the Sunday of two 
trials, Stroud’s Mechanics and 

Minehead’s Exmoor Clouds, while also 
flooding much of South Wales. So 
having hoped for a bright day amongst 
the Cotswold autumn leaves for our first 
venture in our class 6 MGF to the ‘other’ 
Stroud Classic Trial, instead we set off 
down the soaking M5 with occasional 
alternator belt squealing as heavy spray 
became sucked into the car’s side air 
vents. But this annoyance was as 
nothing to the dire misfortune suffered 
by Dave Middleditch en route to the 
Stonehouse start, when his car and 
trailer suddenly overtook the tow vehicle 
and cast on a path of self-destruction. 
Mercifully, it was a contained accident 
and Dave was physically uninjured but I 
am sure very shocked I’m, sure we send 
our best wishes and hope his quest for 
a family friendly replacement steed goes 
well. 
 
Anyway, gathering in the teeming rain at 
the SKF start, we were quickly 
scrutineered and ready to see how 
many restarts and tyre pressure 
restrictions had been abandoned by 
CoC Steve Louks and his deputies….oh 
- no changes had been posted so it 
looked to be a challenging day’s sport! 
One thing was posted though, I popped 
up a flier promoting our Clee Hills trial 
that’s back on, as you know! I chatted to 
a few colleagues including Mick and 
Sam Holmes who’d seemed likely to 
take our class in the previous 
weekend’s Edinburgh, and Mark 
Sandford from Wales back with his 
Sylva Enigma having a new fuel tank 
after his February SDMC outing, but 
already expecting to suffer without any 
waterproof gear! As a one-time Pug 205 
exponent, I was pleased to chat with 
Terry Coventry whose 1.9 model was 

the sole class 1 entry, driven by Aban 
Saeed. Disappointingly though, no sign 
of Nick Aldridge’s 2 litre (!) Smart 
Roadster that must be quite a lively 
class 7 machine. 
 
Away at 9:30 and we were off down to 
Tin Pan Alley, a simple historic lane run 
by a Stroud lady in her car with a mighty 
sheltering brolly, also scheduled for 
second duty later in the day – what a 
stalwart on a gloomy morning!  All of us 
were clean here, but next up was the 
real stopper from the Clouds, Axe, 
where many of the early runners were 
struggling and an hour’s delay had built 
up, a shame at the beginning of the trial 
and making long delays for marshals 
along the route. The poor folk in the 
open class.7s and 8s were suffering a 
soggy wait, while Imp star Ian Moss 
worried about his car’s suspension on 
the long ruts, having suffered a collapse 
on a previous trial. His other concern 
with this very smart car was seeing 
where he was going, having no 
demisting since the heater was out to 
reduce weight! Finally, engines started 
and warmed up, a bunch of us shuffled 
forward in expectation, ourselves also in 
hope having failed Axe back in February 
when the engine died mid-way up. As 
always, the hill was a long, bouncy blast 
up the gully, hauling through the 
dragging clay but excitedly bursting 
through to potter up to the top lane – 
wow, we’re ‘quits’ now and that’s why 
we go trialling! 
 
A long green lane took us into Boxwell, 
meeting Eric Wall and his restart on a 
bend, a basic little test that somehow 
caught Carl Talbot who unfortunately 
was on his way to a mid-trial retirement 
in the multi-sport Buckler that we’d seen 
scuttling up Shelsley Walsh in the 
summer. By now it was mid-day, with a 
few walkers about and we managed a 
spot of PR on approaching Hobbs 
Choice Observed Test, correcting their 
questions about the ‘race’ and admiring 
one of the family’s 4WD knobbly tyred 
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Tramper scooter out in the mud! Then it 
was flag down and the MG shot along 
the stony track to manage equal fastest 
production car time with Mr. Moss – 
short and sharp, but so important for 
clubs to maintain vehicle access to all 
these fine byways. 
 
Next past what might be a PR 
nightmare, a prestigious new 
development in ‘Vicarage Gardens’, so I 
congratulate Stroud MC in avoiding any 
upset here. Further on up another 
classic old byway was Wood Lane…not 
steep but featuring naughty deep grassy 
ruts and 16 psi so we had a go at 2nd 
gear which worked OK.  Our smiles 
were short lived because we needed a 
brief engine overheating pause to cope 
with…still ‘work in progress’ on the car’s 
development; thanks here to Terry Hart 
for his loan of extra emergency water. 
Cooled down and ourselves refilled with 
an opportune snack, we were on 
through familiar Nailsworth as the rain 
finally stopped, to turned across a trickily 
wet grassy sloping field into Catswood, 
where deputy CoC Mark Hobbs was 
standing next to a welcome sign 
declaring the abandonment of tyre 
pressure restrictions for classes 1 – 6, 
applying to the next three tight and 
steep woodland sections. 
 
First it was Sapseds Surprise, a trickle 
down, sharp right and straight up 
between the trees, with in fact a useful 
bit of stone emerging under the mud. 
The MG turned responsively and soon 
there were no tyre marks…
encouraging.. to drop a 2, just pipped 
later by Terry’s Troll. Then back through 
‘Piccadilly Circus’ and up to Mini 
Hoskin…though I’m glad the real one 
doesn’t have a sharp right uphill restart 
which produced almost universal ‘7s’ 
apart from Mr. Moss again!  
 
Finally, Don’t Blink was the tricky 
hairpin left and right over a rooty restart 
that is notorious from the Clouds…once 
again almost universal ‘6s’ apart from 

you know who. Then we emerged to the 
start patch of Merve’s Swerve, tyres 
back up again (and checked as 
elsewhere, good) but it wasn’t the 
swerve we know, instead a very intense 
right, up, down, left and left again that 
was more of a Jive than a swerve! 
Under Tris White’s encouragement I 
was delighted to wriggle the car round 
and up the final bank to a 4, but the 
early roots claimed many in all classes. 
Oh, and that Imp was the sole clean! 
 
We could all unwind a bit on the 
straightforward King Charles Lane and 
Bulls Cross restart before heading back 
round the Air Balloon roundabout and 
taking a sign for Leckhampton…though 
not unfortunately heading for that 
famous old climb, but instead a pair of 
grassy sections off Greenway Lane, 
another pleasant stretch of Unsuitable 
for Motor Vehicles lane. In fact, for us 
later group of runners, Greenway Lane 0 
might have been the ramp to get in: 
Kevin Sharp’s X90 was floundering so 
we suggested he tackle it as ‘observed’ 
so at least get within reach of a recovery 
Landie.  
 
Once in, it was nice to see Steve 
Kingstone’s highly competitive Midget 
on site – he was in the marshalling team 
for Greenway 1 that was described as 
having a deviation at the 6 marker for 
classes 6 – 8. So we got going up and 
round the hill’s slippery curve, then well 
under way at the 7 marker spotted a fork 
in the track and a sign with little coloured 
spots on it…neither of us could read it in 
the split second so I instinctively veered 
left as it seemed the less straight track…
rejoined at 6 and stopped at 5. “You 
went the wrong way” chirped the 
marshal, so a bit flustered we were 
given a 6 Ho hum – a diagram at the 
start line would have been helpful since 
drivers don’t like ‘tricky routes’ when 
climbing hard amongst trees and 
people. 
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Greenway 2 was clear and straight, 
though the early grip had been spun 
away so we dropped a 4: Sam Holmes 
achieved a spritely 1 here on his way to 
a class 4 win. 
 
Back onto the through lane and already 
thinking ahead to a strategy for the 
infamous Bull Banks restart which has 
claimed so many over the years 
including our MG on the Clouds. Andrew 
Brown encouraged us pointing out that 
there’d been almost no failures, 
especially amongst those who ‘knew 
what they were doing’…oh!  I tried a 
different spot…and lugging away just 
brought alarm so it was throttle time and 
the car lurched forward bringing a pair of 
smiles: same again on BB2 which threw 
in a naughty bit of camber as well. 
These two could be such niggly places 
to drop big scores: David Slade’s Suzuki 
failed the second one but he managed 
to keep ahead of Paul Watson’s Z3 to 
gain a class 5 win. 
 
Finally, at around 4:30 we last runners 
drove past an impressive viaduct to the 
second observed test, given that name. 

A straight test on a gentle gradient, but 
featuring deep muddy ruts that 
hampered acceleration…a site for a bit 
of bouncing I imagine in some cars. Up 
went the flag…what? oh, ‘go’ said the 
starter and we scuttled up to lines B & 
C, to arrive at the finish and a welcome 
‘not bad’ from the timekeeper…that’s a 
relief…note to self, check on signals 
another time! 
 
To a backdrop of a colourful sunset, we 
trundled across scenic Minchinhampton 
Common to the Old Golf Club finish, 
having enjoyed an excellent classic trial 
and looking forward to an unwinding 
bite. Impressively, while we were eating, 
Steve, secretary Richard Hayward and 
colleagues were rapidly feeding the 
day’s scores into a laptop in the corner 
and Steve was ready to thank his team, 
the marshals and competitors within 30 
minutes, then promptly circulated to 
hand out printed copies of the results…a 
slick operation that sets the standard!  A 
highly recommended trial, well done 
Stroud and our thanks to all involved. 
 
 

The Stroud Mechanics Trial 
by Ed Wells 
 

I  have been trialling now for 6 years 
and during that time have always 
enjoyed the Mechanics Trial as a 
warm up for the winter season to 

come. Unfortunately not this year. 
 
I had come down with ‘the man flu’ a 
couple of days prior to the trial which left 
me feeling shivery, hoarse and not 
entirely in the mood. To cap that off Pat 
Toulmin was on the phone asking for a 
report on the trial for the ACTC Restart 
magazine which I agreed to – and the 
dreadful weather forecast indicated it 
would be wet, but how wet? 
 
 

Up at 6:15 getting ready, Dutton Melos 
all fettled and my mate Pete turned up 
at 7:30 so that we would have time for 
bacon and tea after scrutineering. We 
drove to Stroud and whilst fuelling up 
met new man Mark Sandford who spent 
even longer extracting himself from his 
class 8 Enigma than I did extracting 
myself from the Dutton. The canvas 
tops for both vehicles doing their best to 
stop any kind of elegant dismount. Mark 
had driven 2 hours up from Swansea so 
he had the right to be locked up. The 
rain was belting down and it wasn’t 
stopping any time soon. 
 
So scrutineering was fine, signing on 
was fine and 1hour in front of our start 
time I am scanning the SKF car park for 
the bacon and tea van which we have 
all become accustomed to. Not there – 
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nothing. Not the end of the world but 
hanging around in the pouring rain 
without bacon just added to my ‘man flu’ 
feelings of desperation and general 
gloom. I made tea from my flask so at 
least a hot drink helped. At 9:20 – we 
were off. Pete my new passenger was 
getting to grips with the route card 
directions which all went well at the 
start.  
 
OS1 – Tin Pan Alley. Shouldn’t be a 
problem but the volume of rain made me 
drop the pressures – just in case. No 
problem and I think the rest of the 37 
entries cleared. We drove on… 
 
OS2 – Axe. Now for the first time ever I 
failed this on last year’s Cotswolds 
Clouds due to the rain that had come 
the day before. Today we were having 
more of the same and the only way up 
was going to be fast in second gear. 
That worked a treat and the increase in 
wheel speed just about got us through 
the clay quagmire and out into the 
slipper stony top end. All good and quite 
an adrenaline pump given the arduous 
wait as the majority of the early runners 
had to reverse back down. I think we 
were third to clear. So the car was 
obviously working well after last 
season’s re-build. 
 
OS3 – Boxwell. A lot of driving in the 
driving rain to find Boxwell. A very small 
hill with a restart and 16psi for us. No 
problem, still clear. 
 
OS4 – Special test (Hobbs Choice). I 
never like special tests, no idea how 
well we did as I normally wait for the 
results to find I was at least 2 seconds 
slower than my nearest rivals. My policy 
is always to climb the hills and not 
stress the car on these things. 
 
OS5 – Wood Lane. Well when we got 
there with 16psi still in the driven wheels 
we only just made it to the start of what 
was going to be interesting. Pure slime, 
high pressures and a restart. Same 

policy as Axe, get it away grab second 
and nail it. We nearly didn’t make it off 
the start but having opted to stay out of 
the ruts to the left my hard charging shift 
into second slewed the back down into 
the ruts and that started the climb - just. 
The restart was as dire but again with 
revs maxed out in second we made it. 
Still clear. 
 
OS6 – Catswood (SAPSEDS Surprise). 
Well these woods never give much grip 
when its wet so greeted by the fact we 
still had to try on 16psi I wasn’t 
optimistic. The sharp right turn and 
steep climb meant 2nd gear wasn’t even 
a possibility and we did our best for a 3. 
It was almost a 2 but there wasn’t any 
more left for the car to find. No longer 
clean. 
 
OS7 – Mini Hoskin. Straight off an uphill 
start into a steep climb and immediately 
into a restart. No chance. And looking at 
the upper regions of that hill even the 
early runners hadn’t got very far. 
 
OS8 – Don’t Blink. This hill is used all 
the time and I never know why the 
restart doesn’t move either up a bit or 
back onto the track. This would be 
better named as Ed’s Waterloo. The 
steep restart meant I tried first and it 
wouldn’t move, so I snatched second 
and oh dear. Something had gone 
wrong in the gearbox and the gear 
leaver felt like 2nd but in fact was neutral 
and the gearstick was totally locked. 
Dire. We were pushed back into the 
woods hoping for a miracle as the box 
cooled. The miracle didn’t come so a 
very kindly chap in a mk1 Land Rover 
towed us out of the woods and finally 
almost into Stroud so that we could get 
a phone signal and get the RAC to get 
me home. 
 
Luckily the RAC hadn’t been too busy 
and within 40 minutes a van turned up. 
Pulled the broken Melos onto a towing 
dolly (rear first), strapped the steering 
and drove us home. So I can’t tell you 
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what the rest of the trial was like – sorry. 
After over 6 years of Classic Trials and 
quite a few breakages I have never yet 
had one I couldn’t fix and get to the end. 
I feel defeated and depressed – 
probably ‘the man flu’. Poor me… cough 
cough! 
 
Enough of the self pity. Lets’ all spare a 
thought for the real heroes. The 
marshals at these events stand out in all 

winds and weather so that we can go 
trialling, and on that day they must have 
been wondering why as the pouring rain 
finally cleared and the chill began. 
Thanks to the Stroud Club for a good 
and very challenging event which 
promised to be so much more before the 
Melos gearbox gave up. Till the next 
time ech… 

The Tamar Trial by Brian 
Alexander 
 

T he increasing popularity of class 
5 was again demonstrated in 
Launceston’s splendid Tamar 
Trial. 4 Suzuki X 90s were 

supplemented by 3 Reliant Scimitars, 
two Mazda MX5s and one each of MG, 
BMW, SAAB and Porsche (although 
John Cox’s 924 actually failed to make 
the start) With 12 of the 34-car entry in 
class 5 also provided the top 3 overall 
positions, with remarkable performances 
by Dave & Aaron Haizelden and Steve 
Kingstone. Dave’s overall winning 2.5 
litre Ford-powered white Scimitar SS 
dropping only 3 points all day,6 less 
than Aaron’s 2 litre green example, with 
Steven’s beautifully prepared blue MG 
Midget only a further 5 points behind. 
 
Best of the Suzukis by a country mile 
and surprisingly ahead of Ian Facey’s 
supercharged BMW (on 26) was Nick 
Deacon on 21 points which deservedly 
earned him the best Japanese car 
award, well ahead of the Mazda 
challengers  
 
The new Tresmeer start venue on the 
edge of Bodmin Moor proved an 
excellent choice, conveniently close to 
the finish venue at Wilsey down for 
trailers. The delicious all you can eat 
breakfast was a great improvement on 
bacon baps and was superbly organised 
and cooked by the local villagers. Dawn 

saw a beautiful sunrise and the promise 
of a glorious day in lesser known parts 
of the Cornish countryside. Early 
morning mists soon developed in the 
valleys however and persisted well into 
the morning. Those like myself 
anticipating an easy trial due to the 
recent dry conditions were soon 
disillusioned, few sections were exactly 
a walk in the park, and the numerous 
restarts soon began to take their toll.  
 
A new section, Tanks Terror certainly 
lived up to its name. This fiercely steep 
climb out of a river bank defeated all but 
Dan Keat’s Fugitive and Dave 
Haizelden’s Reliant. Here we 
encountered the only significant hold up 
in the trial but this was due to 
competitors being allowed to reccy the 
section, greatly appreciated as the 
sinuous route along the river bed would 
have otherwise most confused 
 
The notorious Angel Steps were as 
formidable as ever, stopping most of the 
entry. The exceptions were Dan Keat 
and Paul Merson in class 8, Peter Hart 
in class 7 and the class 5 cars of Dave 
and Aaron Haizelden and the valiant 
Steve Kingstone , with only slight benefit 
from not restarting. The amazingly 
competitive X90 of Nick Deacon also 
looked as if it was going to make it but 
suddenly came to a halt after bouncing 
into the air on the vicious step after the 
restart. Apparently, this was caused by 
the air cleaner falling off. This upset the 
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The 2018 Tamar 
Trial by Duncan 

Stephens 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Gillo 

 
 
 
 

Sam Withers & 
Jack Stuart 
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management system which shut the 
engine down! Sometimes modern 
technology can be a minus. (maybe 
often in fact.) 
 
Having lost the ability to change gear 
after attempting Lew Wood 1 due to a 
clutch which now refused to disengage, 
my navigator Tim Edwards wisely 
persuaded me to retire the X90 and 
proceed to the lunch stop, having found 
that progress was still feasible providing 
one stopped the engine to engage a 
gear! On our way we encountered the 
irrepressible and ever cheerful Simon 
Oates by the roadside with a broken diff. 
in his much-campaigned Triumph based 
Torum. Thus, we didn’t witness the 
conditions on most of the later sections 
but Trehole apparently stopped 
everybody and the restarts on Park 
Impossible, New Langleys and the last 
section Trevilla all defeated the whole 
of class 8.  
 
The all classes restart on the favourite 
Land’s End section at Crackington, 
was responsible for destroying my diff 
on last year’s Tamar (and I suspect may 
have been the reason for the 3rd and 
last retirement of the day, that of Nick 
Symons in the green MX5) and was 
cleared by only 14 cars. 
 
Class 7 and 8 were set some very 
difficult restarts, successfully intended to 
offset the expected dry conditions. Top 
of class 8, and 4th overall, was the UVA 
Fugitive of Dan Keat on 19, 5 points 
ahead of Paul Merson in the ex Charlie 
Shopland Special with Simon Woodall’s 
VW Buggy in 3rd place. 
 
Peter Hart put up an impressive 
performance in the Marlin to head class 
7 on 22 points ahead of a very close 
battle between the revived ex Simon 
Riddle Arkley now campaigned by the 
promoting club’s Adrian Booth (32) and 
the very well sorted Liege of Ray and 
Hannah Ferguson (33) from Wantage.  
 

Class 3 saw a very closely fought battle 
between Matt Facey’s BMW 318 and 
Phil Parkers Mk 1 Escort with Matt on 
43 points eventually edging it by 1 point, 
mainly by virtue of his excellent climb on 
Angel steps. 3rd in class was the valiant 
Anglia estate driven by Paul Gillo  
 
The era of the all-conquering VW 
Beetles seems to be on the decline 
these days, class 4 fielded just two 1300 
examples although Craig Allen’s 
winning score of 34 was good enough 
for 13th position overall, while the only 
big-engined example was the sole class 
6 entry, that of Mike Smith who had 
travelled down from Birmingham. 22nd 
overall on 53 points. 
 
In class 1 James Shallcross, dominant 
in the awesome Peugeot 205 ever since 
Dave Haizelden moved to class 5, was 
15th overall on 36 his only opposition 
coming from the venerable SAAB 96 of 
Nigel Martin Oakley adding historic 
interest to the entry. 
 
Even more venerable was the single 
class 2 entry, the ever-competitive 
green MG J2 of Bill & Liz Bennett (to 
say nothing of the crew) who, on 28 
points, finished a meritorious 9th overall, 
earning them the Club Cup. 
 
Our journey home was successfully 
accomplished sans clutch, the Suzuki 
quite happy in 3rd gear all the way. All 
in all a highly enjoyable day in the 
Cornish countryside at its best. Full 
marks and many thanks to the 
organising team and all the marshals for 
another challenging and splendidly 
organised trial which certainly sorted the 
men from the boys.  
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Tamar Trial by Pete Hart 
 

I t was a misty drive to the new start at 
Tresmeer Village Hall where an all 
you could eat breakfast for £6 00 
was well received by the competitors 

on two, three or four wheels. Numbers 
were a bit down on last year but up on 
previous weeks and the small car park 
coped well. 
 
The first three hills were straight forward 
although the restart on the reintroduced 
Barrets Mill caught out a few. Section 4 
Tanks Terror was new and rather 
complicated The organisers were 
moving the posts to create different 
sections for 2,3 wheels, classes 7-8 and 
1-6 for the cars. Drivers were allowed to 
view it. As we arrived the section for 7 
and 8 was laid out. It looked impossible!! 
It involved driving along a stream then 
up over the bank and then a traverse 
along the steep valley side, the lower 
classes had a more directed route 
without the traverse. Dan Keat was the 
only one to complete the traverse and go 
clean whilst Dave Haizelden managed to 
romp up the more direct route. We got 
high enough and across the traverse but 
just not high enough to drive out without 
a push, whereas the others in class 8 
and 7 had to take the failure route.  
 
Next was the wooded complex of 
Eastcott Down and Lew Woods where 
there are so many options that they run 
a single venue trial here in February. 
This year they used Eastcott one with 
the restart on the steep sharp bend a 
long twisting climb in Lew Woods and 
then the one with a restart high up. 
Having cleaned the first two we 
managed to get to the restart but no 
further although some managed to get to 
a three, but no one cleaned the section. 
The infamous Angels Steps was the 
last hill before the lunch halt. Here the 
well-placed restart caught out all but 3. 
and many had to return down the 
section. Lunch was a chance to enjoy 
the pasties and chat about the trial so far 
and what the future sections held.  

 
Park Impossible which is a fantastic hill 
to climb had two restarts this year the 
normal one for classes 5 and 6 and a 
higher one on the steep upper slope for 
the higher classes. The Haizelden 
Scimitars flew up of the lower restart 
whereas no one moved very far off the 
higher one. Webworthy with its deep ruts 
that have caught people out in the past 
broke the journey across North Cornwall 
to Crackington. Here the secret is not to 
go too low on the tyre pressures. We 
managed to clean it but were still 
dragging the diff up the lower part. 
Crackington which should be easy but a 
well-placed restart for all always catches 
more than you would think us included 
this year. Trehole which changes each 
year was a simple drive down through 
the mud sump then turn up a steep slope 
before a sharp right turn along the ridge. 
Most came to grief on the slope and a 3 
was a common score.  
 
The route to New Langleys was different 
this year and involved driving through a 
field of horned cows who were very 
placid but had knocked over the arrows 
showing the route to take. The hill was 
under the control of the Selwoods and 
Robinsons and once again the restarts 
for classes 7 and 8 caught out all in both 
classes. We moved of the class 7 restart 
but could not make it through the higher 
line and had to be winched up. Needless 
to say a number in the lower classes 
cleaned the section. Trevilla with its 
changes in gradient twists and turns 
made an excellent last section which all 
cleaned apart from class 8 who had yet 
another restart. Many stayed at the top 
to watch the later cars and discuss !!! 
 
All in all a well run trial by an 
experienced team with a good range of 
sections. Dave and Aaron Haizelden 
weere the only two to finish in single 
figures well ahead of the rest and this 
time Dave on 3, beat Aaron on 9 to gain 
10 valuable Wheelspin Points. 
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The 2018 Kyrle Trial by Ian 
Davis 
 

O ctober 28th saw the 41st 
running of Ross & District 
MC’s Kyrle Trial, the third time 
it has run in the autumn to 

avoid Goshawks nesting in the 
woodlands near The Pludds. In common 
with some other recent events overall 
entries were down with a disappointing 
24 entrants in the Nat B event and 10 
running in Clubmans.  
 
The start was a mile further on from the 
familiar northbound Symond’s Yat 
services at Jo’s café where competitors 
enjoyed efficient scrutineering, signing 
on and a hearty breakfast. 
 
My father in law is now installed as my 
regular passenger on the Kyrle. 
Somewhat recklessly, given he passed 
the age of 80 a few years ago now, he 
has said he won’t stop until we’ve 
won…. I stayed with the outlaws on the 
edge of the Brecon Beacons Saturday 
night and we drive the 20 or so miles 
cross country to the start. A less 
relaxing part of this tradition is that we 
always seem to suffer some weird 
mechanical on the way to the start. This 
year was no different with the bracket 
holding the Buggy silencer catching on 
a newly fitted tyre, necessitating jacking 
the car up to remove the bracket and a 
running repair being made with cable 
ties. 
 
Having done reasonably well last year 
we ended up running first car this year – 
having run at number 2 in the previous 
year - so this year was all about doing 
so badly we’d get a more favourable 
starting for position next year. 
 
The first sections saw us return back 
down the A40 into Wales and into the 
very steep woodland on the west side of 
the Wye Valley. The first section Widow 
Maker was making a return after a 
couple of year’s rest, but was pretty dry 

and caused little trouble, other than on 
the restart which caught a few including 
Ade Marfell out in the Special again with 
eldest son Thomas. 
 
A mile or so of tracks through the woods 
led us past the top of Pill Box, one of 
the Kyrle’s super-steep signature hills 
but it was Goldsmith’s that we tackled 
next. Again, the relative dryness meant 
that most competitors reached the foot 
of Pill Box penalty free. Not so many 
would remain penalty free after Pill Box 
with two thirds of the entry stopping 
either on the deep ruts on the lower 
slopes or on the rocky and steep upper 
slopes. Running first car is not ideal on 
this one but a fair bit of speed followed 
by a fair bit of rev limiter action saw us 
out the top. The front runner is class 7 & 
8 went clear on Pill Box, joined only by 
the Hazelden Scimitars 
 
A scenic drive up the Wye Valley, over 
Kerne Bridge and back down the Wye 
led to Jack and Jill, two more of the 
event’s signature steep sections.  
 
Jack and Jill remain as challenging 
now as they were when they were 
introduced 30 years ago a feat which 
not many sections could claim. After our 
super hot and dry summer Clerks of the 
Course Nigel Green and Paul Bartleman 
set a number of restarts to test the 
higher classes – including for the first 
time I could remember a restart on Jack. 
This was positioned past the worst of 
the bombholes but far enough up to 
provide a real challenge in gaining 
enough momentum through the short-
filled ruts before tackling the steep rocky 
outcrops at the top. None of the 
restarters managed to clear the section 
although most got away from the restart 
OK, best score on Jack was a 1. 
 
Jill is a few yards down the track and 
has featured a restart for class 8 for a 
number of years in the same spot. This 
year it was super-tough with only a 
couple getting away from the restart 
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meaning most of class 8 dropped 8 
points here. Aaron Hazelden achieved 
the lowest score – a 3, 1 better than his 
Dad, and he maintained this lead all day 
by cleaning all the remaining sections to 
score just 5 points for the event and 
take the overall win from his Dad who 
finished just the one point behind in 
second place.  
 
A few yards down the track Ty’s Trek 
awaited. Here we were running on a 
high tyre pressure limit of 15 psi and got 
out of shape as we crested the tight 
right hander onto the steep bank slightly 
too fast and had to settle for 6 points 
dropped whereas most of the entry 
eased their way into the section and 
drove through for a clear. 
 
For the first time in living memory the 
Pludd’s was rested due to another 
wildlife concern – this time beavers 
which had been re-introduced to the 
brook at the bottom of the section as a 
flood control measure to reduce flooding 
in Lydbrook. Hopefully by next year the 
beavers will be sufficiently settled to 
allow us to use the section again. 
 
Some road mileage took us to a new 
find – Nigel’s Nip but despite 
impressive gradient it did little to trouble 
the scorers in the dry conditions. 
 
With the relatively dry conditions the trial 
was running ahead of time and we had 
a leisurely unofficial lunch stop waiting 
for the first Special Test to open. Long 
special tests are a feature of the Kyrle 
and we managed the fastest time 
despite stopping the stopwatch slightly 
over 30 seconds. 
 
Next up was Snompers, a long forestry 
track with a boggy section after the 
initial rise followed by an increasing 
gradient on a long right hander. In the 
last couple of years the class 8 restart 
has been placed in the boggy section 
but this year this was bypassed with a 
chicane over to the left and a restart on 

looser ground – none of the restarters 
managed to get away here thanks to a 
combination of soft conditions, camber 
and 15 psi in the tyres but most of the 
classes 1-7 sailed through the chicane 
before regaining the main track to drop 
zero points. 
 
A short section of forestry track led us to 
Barty’s Bank. Drier than last year with 
most failures caused around the restart 
area – we shot off the restart by the big 
root but unfortunately went straight into 
the small tree opposite having failed to 
turn right. 
 
A few more road miles led to Cannop 
Ponds, more Forestry Commission land 
with three more sections to tackle. 
Three sections to tackle here with the 
first, Wall Springs, being a very gentle 
meander up a well surfaced track 
stopping only one competitor. 
 
The second section in this complex, 
Jacob’s Ladder, was a different 
prospect – a very long climb on a looser 
surface with a varying gradient and a 
restart for class 8. Whilst the restart was 
straightforward the section has a sting in 
the tail with a very steep and wetter final 
section. Most remembered the finish 
from last year and kept their momentum 
up to clear the section but a few 
stopped near the very top.  
 
Along the track half a mile or so to 
Blaize, a climb up what was once a 
grassy firebreak between trees but is 
now more open after tree-felling. It’s 
also more rutted than it used to be with 
many getting crossed up on the 
approach to and through the restart 
area. Despite this the dry conditions 
meant most of the entry went out the 
top. 
 
And so to the final sections. The Kyrle 
seems to have quite a choice of less 
steep but very muddy long climbs in this 
section of woodlands, with Shapridge 
giving an epic ending to the 2016 event. 
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This year the organisers used two of 
these for the finale. The first, Badgers, 
has been around for a while and had 
been recently ‘graded’ by logging 
machinery. Clerk of the Course Nigel 
Green had set the section up the day 
before and was pretty certain it would 
require maximum attack given the 
amount of water running down the 
section. It was a bit sticky low down due 
to the ‘regrading’ which seemed to suck 
power despite not being too steep, but a 
heavy right foot and second gear saw us 
through OK to be joined by most of 
class 7 & 8. The soft conditions at the 
bottom though trapped most of the class 
5 entry as well as the class 4 Beetles of 
Tony Young and John White. 
 
The final section, Abenhall, was much 
drier and only caught two of the entry so 
a bit of a tame ending – perhaps 
Shapridge and Badgers would provide 
more of sting in the tail next year? 
With the relatively dry conditions, 

compact route and excellent 
organization all competitors were signed 
off and results published back in the 
Ross club house by mid-afternoon. With 
the Haizeldens cleaning up first and 
second overall in Nat B, third place went 
to Rich Hayward in the Escort estate 
with Ray Ferguson pipping Dudley 
Sterry to Fourth Overall and class 7 by a 
single point. Class 8 honours went to 
Gary Browning in the Fugitive and our 
performance means we should at least 
have a slightly kinder starting position 
next year! Class 4 was taken by Sam 
Holmes with the 11 points dropped on 
Badgers costing John White dear. The 
clubman’s event ended up tied on 17 
points for both Terry Hart and Joe 
Browning with the latter quicker on the 
tests to take the overall win. 
 
In summary an excellent event and well 
worth an entry in 2019 – many thanks to 
the Ross & District team.  

Bodmin Trial 2018 by Alan 
Black 
 

W hen I was thinking how to 
write this report, I looked at 
previous ones I had done 
and realised that the last 

one was for the 2016 Tarka, over two 
eventful years ago! 
 
In September 2017 just before the start 
of the winter half of the season I had an 
accident and managed to knock myself 
out and suffered symptoms of 
concussion. This resulted in a period of 
hospital visits and instructions from the 
neurologist that I could not drive until he 
had completed his tests, very bad news 
but not all bad as when Sue asked him 
to confirm I had a brain he said there 
was evidence on the MRI scan of a 
small one! 
 
The details of this were added to my 
2018 MSA licence application which 

caused a long delay as they needed a 
letter from my GP confirming that the 
test results had proved there were no 
serious problems, apart from the brain 
size. By the time this was all finished 
the first trial I competed in was the 
Windwhistle in April 2018 when for the 
first time I broke a CV joint and retired 
four sections from the end, a winter 
trials period to forget. 
 
As Purple’s diff was badly worn I fitted 
another gearbox in the Summer and 
although this turned out to be noisy I 
had reasonable results, for me, on the 
Taw and Torridge and Exmoor Clouds 
so was looking forward to the Bodmin in 
Cardinham Woods. 
 
We arrived, after an uneventful drive 
from home, and found the start location 
had moved slightly from previous years 
to an excellent spot with plenty of room 
for everyone to line up before the off 
and more importantly for me, very close 
to the toilets!     
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After scrutineering we strolled around 
the assembled 26 car entry and noted 
the welcome reappearance of Dave 
Haizelden’s Golf, to be driven by Norton 
and Katerina Selwood, and Ryan 
Tonkin’s beautifully turned out class 4 
Beetle which went as well as it looked 
with second overall at the end of the 
day. 
 
Joining Simon Groves to give the 
briefing was the warden responsible for 
the woods and it was good to hear him 
express his full support for the event 
and in fact any future motorsports event 
on the site. A lot of credit must go to the 
club and Simon for generating such a 
good relationship and also to all 
competitors who follow the instructions 
given regarding speed and due care on 
the event.  
 
The drivers were then led from the car 
park in convoy behind the warden’s 
vehicle which pulled aside to allow us to 
proceed to section 1, Up and Down. 
The start was on the main track with a 
sharp cambered turn to enter to the 
slope proper and a restart with some 
visible stone base. As all cars were 
queuing a large group of drivers and 
passengers grouped at the start to 
watch those preceding them and as 
usual the banter flowed, none more so 
than when Norton dropped the clutch on 
Dave’s Golf and broke a driveshaft!! 
Perhaps the shout of “jinxed” was a little 
harsh. Steve Ball and passenger gave it 
a tremendous bouncing effort but just 
failed to register a clear while we 
stopped early at the restart and with 
much revving and “jiggling”, a low roof 
prevents bouncing, we managed a 
clear. 
 
Section 2 was Clay Shoot which after a 
steady climb and mild restart had a 
nasty sting in the tail consisting of a 
sharp left turn and a very steep ramp 
after the 2 board. Even though we had 
seen this before our attempt we could 
not clear it and registered a 1 so credit 

to Ian Cundy, Ryan Eamer and Stewart 
Green who were the only clear cars. 
 
Next was Ron ‘n’ Jon’s which is a 
short muddy climb from a sharp right 
turn after the start requiring as much 
speed through the turn as possible 
followed by max revs. The lowest 
scores were 3s and we stopped at the 4 
so nearly there although poor Stewart 
Green broke a driveshaft at the 6 so 
rolled out to replace it. 
 
As we were running second from last 
and the field had spread out by the time 
we got to section 4, Sunnyside, we 
only had Dan Keat and Paul Merson 
with us but as I knew their previous 
successes I was all eyes. (what a creep 
I am!) Dan cleared but Paul stopped at 
the 3 and I overdid the speed at the 
start running wide, losing momentum 
and only getting to the 5, nothing learnt 
then!  
 
Paul’s 3 combined with his higher than 
expected scores on the previous two 
sections led to his passenger Nick 
questioning Paul on the ballast situation 
following a change he had made after 
the last trial. Nick, who was as vigorous 
in his arguing as he is in his bouncing, 
was adamant something had changed, 
the front was not lifting as it should and 
had to be rectified if success was to be 
achieved. Paul did not argue but soon a 
lump of ballast appeared from inside the 
car and was fixed on the spare wheel 
frame - Nick was satisfied.  
 
Hoskin Hill was next and we had a 
higher restart but along with all but 
three competitors we cleared it. 
 
Now onto the steep approach to a 
group of sections starting with 
Groovers Gut. This area gets more 
slippery as the day wears on but for 
now Groovers was not too bad except 
for a similar end to the earlier Clay Shot 
with a very sharp turn over a ridge after 
the 2 board. We managed to just clear 
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the restart but got stuck on the bend 
and recorded a 1 as did a number of 
others apart from Ian Cundy who was 
the only clear – miraculous. 
 
Adrian’s Way was adjacent to 
Groovers and had a nasty tree root at 
the restart and then some deep ruts and 
turns to the finish. I stopped on the root 
and then lost the steering over the rut 
but with much dramatic arm twirling 
managed to get back on track for a clear 
along with all but one in class 8.   At this 
stage Dan Keat was leading with Ian 
Cundy and Ryan Tonkin just two points 
behind. 
 
As we prepared to leave for Castle One 
I spotted Paul and passenger Nick 
again in deep conversation, “ballast” I 
asked, “no it’s a tyre situation” was the 
reply! 
 
Along with a number of sections Castle 
One is a regular and I was aware of the 
problems, a nasty turn and deep ruts to 
the restart then a deceptively long run to 
the end. I took it slowly at the start then 
plenty of revs over the ruts, slow off the 
restart and keep momentum to the end 
to record a clear along with all in class 8 
except poor Stewart Green who had 
another drive shaft break which he had 
to change. 
 
On then to Lidcutt which was thankfully 
a fairly easy climb as just off the start 
Purple’s engine lost power and even 
with the throttle to the floor we nearly 
stopped before it cleared, and we had 
full revs for a second before I backed off 
and resumed progress for a clear. We 
completed the next two timed special 
tests cautiously and had no misfire but a 
problem that seems to cure itself always 
leave a nagging doubt in your mind. 
 
Unfortunately, Dan and Lester Keat had 
a bad misfire before the start of the next 
section, Weavers Wiggle, which would 
not cure itself and after much effort to fix 
the problem they had to make a rare 

retirement. As usual Dan had been 
having a very good run to that point and 
was leading so it was a bitter pill to 
swallow, perhaps the swallowing in the 
Borough Arms at signing off helped! The 
section itself had some large rocks 
removed but was still very rough with 
the “wiggle” slowing momentum when 
you needed it to make the top.  
 
We made a good effort for a very 
satisfying score of one but had a tyre 
come off the rim so changed wheels at 
the bottom of the section. Ian Cundy 
also scored a one, only bettered by Paul 
Merson with a clear. This was the start 
of a tremendous run of low scores by 
Paul, obviously the talking too from 
Nick, the “ballast” effect and the “tyre 
situation” had worked. 
 
We then moved on to Cundies Corner 
which was very slippery and with the 
corner near to the start I lost momentum 
and stopped at the six board. This 
turned out to be a reasonable effort as 
only four cars travelled further, three 
getting a four and a single car to the 
one. 
  
As we drove to the next section, Powell 
Hill, the sky was darkening, and the 
forecast rain looked imminent, so it was 
good to clear the restart and this fairly 
straightforward section in the dry with 
the prospect of increasingly muddy 
sections ahead. 
 
We were travelling on our own now and 
the rain had begun so at the start of 
Silverlead Mine the view under the 
trees was quite dim. Andy’s comment 
from the passenger seat of “a bit like the 
driver then” did not go down well but 
ignoring his poor judgement I set off. 
After the restart there was a nasty rutted 
climb to the end which stopped us at the 
one. Stewart Green had overcome his 
earlier breakages and repairs to record 
a clear along with Paul Merson, Tom 
Powell and Aaron Haizelden. 
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I made a poor attempt at section 14, 
Tiz’nt Flat, with not enough speed after 
the bottom turn and a sudden loss of 
grip at the six but with the going 
becoming increasingly wet nearly 
everyone had similar problems.  
 
Newcastle was adjacent to Castle One 
but sitting at the start we could see that 
although it looked a straight climb the 
surface was terrible with the now 
continues rain having turned the restart 
into a mud bath. We cleared the line but 
never moved off the restart which was 
the fate of all class eight drivers. 
 
When we arrived at the next section, 
Lidcutt Long, we found a long queue of 
cars waiting and no drivers present. We 
walked to the start and found that a car 
had become well and truly stuck on the 
hill and marshals and drivers were 
working to move it. I have been in the 
same situation in my early trials and as 
in this instance help is always given, 
along with a fair amount of sarcasm, but 
never criticism. The sarcasm seems to 
have followed me to this day, I wonder 
why? Once the car was off the section 
all those waiting moved through and we 
made a clear, as did more than half the 
cars. By now it was dark so Hoskins 
Two was tackled with headlights and 
was thankfully straightforward to allow 
us and a large majority to clear it. 
 

The last two sections, Broadhawk and 
Adrian’s Way Two, were both beside 
the previously run Groovers Gut and we 
knew both would be a major challenge 
in the dark and very muddy. We 
managed to keep moving around the 
twists on Broadhawk, cleared the ridge 
onto the track but stopped at the one 
whereas on Adrian’s we only got to the 
seven board before stopping. 
 
After leaving these sections we made 
our way to the start area, just, but could 
not find our way to where we had 
parked the car and trailer until Annabel 
Harry and her father arrived in their Imp 
and showed us the way, thanks to them. 
We struggled in the dark to load the car, 
must fit a good reversing light, and then 
drove to the Borough Arms, signed off 
and drove home. 
 
As usual the CVMC had put on a very 
well organised trial with a good mix of 
sections and credit must go to all those 
who braved the later wet weather, mud 
and dark conditions to see everyone 
through the sections. 
 
Congratulations to Paul Merson and 
Nick Sherrin who were the best car by a 
big margin.  I was fairly pleased with my 
position when the results were 
published although it was flattered by 
Dan Keats’ retirement and Stewart 
Greens troubles, so still a lot to learn.           

Hardy Classic Trial, Sunday 
18th November 2018  
by Barry Redmayne 
 

L iving in East Anglia we have 
considerable travelling to most of 
the classic trials so previously 
we have only attempted the 

MCC events, the Allen, Cotswold 
Clouds, the Yorkshire Dales and 
Durham Dales. This season we decided 
to try some other events and so far have 
done the Kyrle (which we enjoyed 
tremendously despite the steep hills that 

initially appear daunting to us folk from 
the flatter part of the UK!). We have two 
trials cars, a class 8 Liege which was 
initially built by Arthur Jones and a 
Suzuki X90 which we purchased after 
some very wet and cold MCC events. 
 
For the Hardy we chose to use the 
Liege as we have done lots of local 
grass field type car trials where it 
usually performs well, providing the 
driver is awake! We find that we cannot 
undertake trials with the roof in place 
since it is far too restricted on visibility 
and movement. Fortunately, the 
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weather on the 18th November was dry 
and eventually sunny after a slightly 
misty start, there was however a very 
cold wind. 
 
We had entered the Clubmans class in 
which all competitors were lumped into 
class 0 so no restarts and no tyre 
pressure restrictions for us! A total of 19 
cars were in the main trial, with a further 
19 clubman entries. 
 
The start was located within the Clay 
Pigeon Kart Track venue north of 
Dorchester. Scrutineering was 
completed after a change of indicator 
bulb that failed the minute we drove into 
the scrutineering bay, fortunately easily 
replaced.  The run out to the first section 
(Telegraph Hill) was only 5 minutes 
and typically most competitors were 
cleaning this hill but taking about 1 ½ 
minutes to do so because of its length. 
We were therefore greeted with a very 
long queue of over 30 cars parked on 
the side of the narrow road. Eventually 
our turn arrived and we cleaned it 
without any dramas (a good first hill with 
good grip and not too steep). 
 
The further road run of some 10 miles 
brought us to Butts Lane which was a 
little rough in places and those of us in 
class 0 were therefore given the option 
of bypassing this section if we had 
restricted ground clearance. For us 
ground clearance is not an issue so we 
cleaned this hill without problems. 
 
From here there was a longer road run 
of about 16 miles to a special test and 3 
observed tests all within adjacent 
greasy fields. The special test was 
giving several competitors a struggle 
due to over exuberance and hence lots 
of spin but little forward progress. A 
gentle touch was the way for this one. 
Like wise the 3 observed tests required 
a mixture of trickle and blast as the 
surface conditions varied from grass to 
mud through gateways etc. 
 

We managed to remain clear of 
penalties and drove the next 8 miles to 
Meerhay, this was a typical rocky 
byway with some large wash outs and 
some lumpy rocky sections that caught 
out some competitors. The recovery 
vehicle seemed to be busy whilst we 
took a break for sandwiches at the top 
of the hill. 
 
Special Test 2 and Observed Section 7 
(Boarsbarrow followed) where our 
engine decided to cut and take some 
time to restart in the middle of the 
special test. The observed section 
nearly caught us out where the track in 
the wood deviates to the left and then 
right where we had more grip than 
expected whereby the front lifted and 
hence no steering – we just managed to 
avoid a tree! After this section we have 
a major navigational issue – we jumped 
a section in the road book and spent a 
considerable time trying to find the 
route. Eventually by pure luck we 
managed to drive by a track where we 
saw a marshal. This fortunately turned 
out to be section 8 Knowle Lane, so we 
took off forgetting to adjust our tyre 
pressures. All was fine until we turned 
out of the stony lane into the field 
where, we didn’t have any grip to climb 
up the grassy bank – 4 penalties! 
 
Back on route we drove 3 miles to 
Chilcombe, a wet grassy field leading 
through a muddy gateway into a muddy 
steep climb. We watched 2 Jago Jeeps 
ahead of us and clearly the more 
powerful Jeep had the better result, so 
we carefully negotiated the turns in the 
lower section and then full blast up the 
climb to beyond the 1 marker and then 
the inevitable slide back down. 
 
The route then took us through some 
wonderful scenery to sections 10 and 11 
(Nicks Pits) these included quite 
challenging routes with changes of 
direction and slopes around bushes etc. 
Both tests are immediately adjacent to 
each other, so performance of fellow 
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Space sponsored 
by R T H Moore 

 

competitors could be assessed whilst 
waiting. Both sections proved not to be 
as difficult as they looked. 
 
For the last 2 sections it was a quick 7 
mile run to Hogcliff where the first one 
started adjacent to the farm building 
then climbed a steep greasy bank and 
the up across the field. Unfortunately for 
us the sun was dropping and completely 
blinded us as we approached the 5-
marker where we were supposed to 
follow the deviation around the bush to 
the left resulting in a further 5 penalty 
points. The last section again in the 
greasy undulating field was relatively 
straight forward. 
 
Finally, a run back to the finish and 
collect the certificate. 
 
We had a great day with excellent 
scenery, the marshals and organising 
team did a brilliant job. The provisional 
results were emailed out to us that 
evening and we were very pleased to 

win our class. The main trial was won by 
Stewart Green in the class 8 Gruffalo (0 
points) with David Haizelden in the 
Reliant SS in second on 3 points. 
 
If we were to offer any criticism it would 
be to provide some extra signing for the 
routes out of the fields and perhaps 
delay the starting gap between 
competitors to prevent the queue at 
Telegraph Hill. We would also have 
preferred the Clubmans class to be sub 
divided to give a more level field to the 
entrants.  
 
We believe that this trial has a unique 
feel and is worthy of its position within 
the ACTC series. It is not too rough and 
would be a real challenge in wet 
weather. 
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Sometimes, just sometimes it 
all comes together!  
by Stewart Green 
 

G oing into the Hardy Trial 
things have been a bit hit and 
miss over the last few trials. 2 
weeks ago, deep down in the 

woods at Bodmin I had broken 
driveshafts on 2 different sections, but 
lucky I carry a spare one for each side 
and the 2 that broke were from opposite 
sides.  
 
Before that was the Kyrle trial at Ross 
on Wye where we had a cracking day, 
car ran perfect, weather was great, and 
we finished 3rd in class, 11th overall. 
But it was only a couple of weeks before 
this on the Exmoor Clouds, where a 
little bit of excitement took over near the 
top of a section, resulting in clipping a 
tree stump and knocking the front wheel 
assembly clean off, due to snapping a 
stub axle! 
 
So, the Hardy trial arrives right on my 
doorstep, no overnight B&B, no 100-
mile drive, just wake up, take the car out 
of workshop clean and dry, then drive 
the 4 miles to the start at Clay Pidgeon 
Kart track. Weather forecast is for a 
lovely dry and sunny day, after a cold 
night, and for once I think they are spot 
on. 
 
Lovely bacon sandwich and coffee at 
the start venue. My start time is 8.20am 
first car out of the near 40 entries which 
follow the bikes. Now being 1st car can 
be good or bad. Sometimes it means 
you are first car up some track that’s not 
been used since last year, is covered in 
mud, and you are more like a clearing 
car and end up not getting to the top of 
sections but making it far easier for 
competitors following behind you. But 
then there are times when being first car 
at a section that has a grass covering is 
great, you get the best choice of a drive 
on fresh grass and pick a line that has 

not been churched to slippery non-
gripping mud by many other cars etc. 
 
So off we set, hoping that today is a 
good day to be first car, first section is 
Telegraph Hill, this should not be too 
difficult as it’s a drive up a long track of 
firm stone, bit of a wait for all the bikes 
to clean the section, and off we set on a 
nice sensible drive up this track which is 
no problem to my class 8 special trials 
car. 
 
On to next section, Butts Lane over at 
Kingcome, a real rocky/stony track with 
deep gullies, and being as we are in a 
class 8 car, Andy Webb, Clerk of the 
Course has decided we will have a 
restart on this and 3 other sections to try 
and handicap the more capable cars 
and even up the class entry list. Yes, 
this section proves to be very rough, but 
we clean it and manage the re-start with 
no problems.  
 
Now a longer drive to 3 sections I have 
never seen before at Woolminstone, nr 
Crewkerne, which turnout to be 2 
sections on fresh grass, and 1 up a 
track. Section 3, a straight drive up a 
steep grass bank, proves to be no 
problem today on a dry day, but had it 
rained, this would have been such a 
different challenge. 
 
Section 4, in the next field over, a 
twisting section set out on the side of a 
grass hill. Off we set from the start line 
past the 12 marker and try to turn left 
going uphill, but we have a problem, my 
special is very light on the front and just 
will not turn on this grass, the hedge is 
approaching fast!!! I am thinking oops, 
we are going to drop 11 marks here, but 
at the last minute I lift off the gas, and it 
turns in just before the hedge, now 
across the hill and turn right and uphill, 
but same problem as last bend and we 
are going to hit marker, but again lift of 
gas and we turn, miss the marker, get 
grip and drive out of top of section. We 
watch next competitor try this section, 
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and they drop 6 marks by spinning up 
the grass, so drive away thinking maybe 
we were very lucky to clean this one, 
thanks to the chance to drive on fresh 
grass. 
 
Section 5, the track at this venue proves 
no problem, so off we drive 5 sections 
done, marks dropped so far today, 0. 
 
But we know the next 3 sections, 
Meerhay at Beaminster, Boarsbarrow 
and Knowle Lane at Loders ALL have 
restarts for class 8, and 2 years ago on 
this trial we dropped loads of marks on 
them. 
 
So off we set and have a pleasant drive 
to Beaminster which is looking fab today 
in the sun and arrive at one of the 
tougher sections of a stony track, with a 
big step in it. Off we set from the start, 
drive up to the restart, stop astride the 
line, then restart and climb the big step 
before driving out the top of section for 
another clean.  
 
Short drive over to Loders nr Bridport for 
section 7, Boarsbarrow, a steep track 
up thru a woodland section, with a re-
start by the 5-marker on a very steep 
part of this loose/sandy type of surface. 
Drive up the re-start, this hill seems to 
get steeper every year, stop astride the 
line, then very slowly let the clutch up, 
while applying a few revs and releasing 
the handbrake without spinning the 
wheels, and for once I get it right and off 
we move, not a spinning wheel to be 
seen, and gentle drive to end of section. 
 
Next section, Knowle Lane just a small 
drive from last section, and our last re-
start for today. Knowle Lane is a tough 
rocky track, then an uphill turn into the re
-start on loose track, if you get away on 
this, you then have a steep drive up a 
grassy bank. Getting your tyre pressures 
right can be a problem, too low and you 
might knock tyres off rims on track, too 
high and you may not get traction on the 
grass. Today might just be my lucky day, 

the tyre pressure I choose turns out to 
be perfect, up the rough track, onto 
restart, off restart, sharp turn right on up 
the grassy bank without any problems to 
clean another tough section. 8 sections 
done, 5 to go, marks dropped still 0. 
 
Section 9, Chilcombe just off the A35, 
and another section of fresh dry firm 
grass. I have been to this field in past 
years when it has been wet, and welly 
boots almost sink out of sight in the 
boggy wet patches. Easy drive up the 
field, though the gate and up the slope 
to clean this section. But on the drive out 
of field, I drive straight into one of the 
boggy patches and get stuck deep. 
Many thanks to great marshals on this 
section who practised their tug-of-war 
skills and pulled my car out!!!  
 
9 sections done, 9 cleans, today might 
just be a good one. 
 
Nice drive in the Bride Valley to sections 
10 & 11, Nicks Pits nr Winterborne 
Abbas. These 2 sections are mostly on a 
grass and gravel type surface, with big 
humps up and down the side of a hill. 
Ideal for my car, with good ground 
clearance and plenty of suspension 
travel. So, leave this venue with 2 more 
cleans, thinking these sections will stop 
a lot of cars. Later back at the finish, I 
hear the 2 chaps in the standard BMW 
convertible cleaned section 10, fair play 
to them, poor BMW!! 
 
11 down, 2 to go and still 0 marks 
dropped!! 
 
Sections 12 & 13, two sections at 
Hogcliff. 12 is a drive-up grassy slope 
that makes you drive up and down the 
slope. All going well until the 2-marker 
where we need to turn up hill on grass, 
and I have the wheels spinning and we 
almost stop forward motion. Time to 
floor the throttle, and Mel my partner and 
bouncer in the car gets to work bouncing 
in the passenger seat, and slowly we 
edge forward and gain traction to clean 
this section, good teamwork! 
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One last section to clean, section 13, up 
and down a bank at the far end of the 
field. Up and down we go, and past the 
1 marker to register 13 cleans on 13 
sections, we have never done this 
before!!! 
 
Now we must wait and see what others 
have done. Others arrive and also clean 
the last section, but Paul, Dave, Ray, 
Ian and others have all dropped a few 
marks on other sections. 
 
The result is an Overall win for us, today 
it all came good, good trial sections, dry 
grass, no breakdowns, got tyre 

pressures right, and the bouncer and 
driver did ok. That was today, but who 
knows what may happen on the next 
trial ??? 
 
Many thanks to all who helped in some 
way with the Hardy Trial, without your 
support we could not do it. 
 
Stewart, Mel and car 20 my homebuilt 
Gruffalo!! 

The 2018 Hardy Trial by Ian 
Davis 
 

W oolbridge MC’s Hardy 
Classic trial returning to the 
calendar on 18th November 
after a year’s rest attracted 

a strong entry of 60, split equally 
between bikes, Nat B car and clubman 
car entrants – with many of the latter 
from the organizing club. 
 
Start and finish were at the Clay Pigeon 
Cart Track on the A37 between Yeovil 
and Dorchester. With a new clubhouse 
entrants were able to enjoy a decent 
breakfast whilst watching the early kart 
competitors practicing and setting up for 
a day’s karting. 
 
We were running third car in the Buggy, 
following Stewart and Mel Green in the 
Gruffalo and for the first two sections 
Stewart Holton in the Salamander which 
unfortunately had to retire early on. The 
only another class 8 entrant was Paul 
Merson in the Shopland with fellow 
Wheelspin contender Dave Hazelden 
entered in his Scimitar. 
 
The first two sections were fairly gentle 
traditional tracks followed by a lengthy 
road section to a new field complex at 
Woolminstone near Crewkerne. Lots of 

grass here but the only really wet area 
was where the first special test was 
situated.  
 
The first section had a steep start which 
posed little problem for the bikes or Nat 
B cars but caught out plenty of the 
clubman’s class.  
 
The second section here was much 
more of a challenge, starting by 
traversing across a grassy field before a 
tight left hander on adverse camber led 
to a further right hand through a hollow. 
Many, including ourselves, struggled on 
the left hander – we just got round the 
corner but stopped on the grassy 
tussocks on the following right-hander. 
Stewart Green, Paul Merson, Ray 
Ferguson and Dave Hazelden were the 
only clears in the Nat B event here 
although Matt Facey went very close 
with a 2. In Clubmans Barry Redmayne 
used all his PCT skills to coax his Liege 
through to the only clear, establishing an 
early lead he would hold for the rest of 
the event. 
 
The third section here was pretty 
straight-forward and the next challenge 
was the historic MCC Meerhay section, 
reached after a very pleasant road 
section through beautiful rolling Dorset 
countryside and picturesque villages. 
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Although rough the restart was 
positioned kindly below the large rock 
step allowing most to get away OK. 
 
Boarsbarrow lay nearby, a steep forest 
track with a slick restart just before a 
cross track and then final blast up 
between the brambles. We’ve never 
cleared the restart before but in the very 
dry conditions were able to drive off 
easily and clear the section, as did most 
of the entry with the surprise exception 
of Paul Merson who appeared to just 
stop in the wrong place. 
 
A few miles further on led us to Knowle 
Lane – which starts in a traditional rocky 
lane but which diverts through a steep 
gateway and then turns right onto a very 
steep grassy bank with a class 8 restart 
in the steep gateway. We managed to 
clear this one OK, joined by Stewart 
Green and Ray Ferguson but Paul 
dropped more points on the grassy 
bank, spinning out for a 4 in the blinding 
sunshine, with Dave going one better to 
drop 3 points. The rest of the entry all 
dropped points here, perhaps one 
where an early run on the grass was an 
advantage. 
 
From here the remainder of the trial was 
centered around two further field trial 
venues – the familiar Nick’s Pits with its 
twisty, rutted but grippy tracks and the 
finale at Hoglcliffe just off the A37 back 
towards the finish venue. With Nick’s 
Pits sections safely completed most 
competitors dropped 2 or 3 points on the 
first Hogcliffe section – a diversion off a 
stone track onto a grassy cross-camber 
and then a right hander back over a 
grassy bank to regain the track. Like 
many we dropped too low on the grass 
and couldn’t quite regain the track. Two 
cars approached the section with clean 
sheets – Stewart and Mel Green in the 
Gruffalo and Ray and Hannah Ferguson 
in the supercharged Liege. Ray’s Liege 
grips incredibly well on grass and he 
looked favourite to trickle through the 
section but unfortunately missed the left-

hand diversion and picked up 5 points 
whereas Stewart managed to coax the 
Gruffalo through successfully to finish 
with the only clean sheet in Nat B, 
winning the event. 
 
The final section at Hogcliffe featured a 
couple of runs up, down and back up a 
steep bank before the short trip back to 
the finish.  Whilst there was only one 
clean round among the car classes, 
there were 7 among the bikes with Brian 
Wyles taking the honours on his Gas 
Gas Pampera. 
 
Overall a well-run event, run in lovely 
sunny weather. This year’s event was 
somewhat less challenging than 
previous editions we’ve done due to the 
dry weather and the loss of the more 
challenging Chalkcliffe venue but was a 
welcome return to the calendar, thanks 
to Andy, Merv and the Woolbridge team. 
 

The Editor 
would like to 

thank Duncan 
Stephens for 

his great 
photographs. 

 
I would have 
been a little 
short for this 
issue without 

him! 
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The 2018 Allen Trial by John 
Charles 
 

S aturday evening arrived, and I 
collected my son Robin for the 
boring motorway trip down the 
M1, A42, M42, and wherever 

“madam” in the sat nag instructed, to 
our overnight stop the Travelodge at 
Leigh Delamere East which strangely 
was £10 or so cheaper than the more 
convenient Leigh Delamere West. 
Sunday, a 6.30am start took us to the 
trailer field and scrutineering. This 
completed, on down the road to the very 
pleasant Bull Inn, while Robin stuffed his 
face with a bacon sandwich, I signed on. 
 
Now an explanation of my running 
number. A late entry gave me number 
62, however I contacted in the hope of a 
early number.  On Friday, a phone call 
offered me no 13, the result of a 
withdrawal, but I had to carry no 62 
meaning virtually every marshal 
requiring an explanation. 
 
With the weather looking good, a short 
run to section 1 Tog Hill, a 
straightforward intro hill that caught out 
nobody.  The exit requiring caution on to 
a fast main road. I left my tyres at 10 lb 
as, with no ballast, the Liege is light.   
 
On to Bitton Lane its concealed 
entrance compensated by the clear 
instructions and an arrow!  The lane, dry 
and stony, with a restart for classes 3&7 
which caught out 8. We went clean. 7 
miles further on to: 
 
Big Uplands.  Now my recall is vague 
here, I think a number of large muddy 
puddles took us to the start line, a 
caution about a large ditch noted, we 
proceeded on a stony track to join the 
main road.  All cleaned the section.  10 
miles now to section 4. 
 
Guys Hill. Classes 6, 7 & 8 having a 
restart. The section queue is on a 

narrow lane between fields.  The hill 
requires cars to return down to the start 
to exit via an adjoining field. This section 
played a large part in the final standings 
with 2 cars failing and 15 failing the 
restart, myself included, with Liege 
group leader Dick Glossop exercising 
his trickling skills only to stall! A further 
10 gaining momentary movement for a 5 
including John Bell sliding backwards 
only to get going again!  Trickling skills 
tested to the max. A marshal on the exit 
helping gain a safe exit on to the 
road.  10 miles to: 
 
Travers Hill. A rocky track again mainly 
dry.  A planned restart for class 6 & 7 
was sensibly cancelled as a long queue 
formed with approx 50 minutes delay 
while two Land Rovers removed car 7, 
Dave Greenslade’s Marlin, with either a 
diff or half shaft problem causing the 
rear wheels to lock. No doubt Dave will 
explain together with the cost! The wait 
giving many the chance to “network”, 
admire the view and eat. The restart 
caught out 4 class 8 cars, a further 6 
picking up points. This exit passing the 
stricken Marlin and led to: 
 
Ubley Wood. Observed test, a very 
short downhill grassy start and stop 
astride with a curve to the right, easy to 
misjudge. The majority clocking 6 to 7 
seconds. 
 
Ubley Wood 1. The mud and grass 
surprisingly dry after the previous day’s 
rain.  Just class 8 having a restart with 
over half their number succumbing, with 
three others not getting round.  Now: 
 
Ubley Wood 2.  Muddy yet dry. Left 
handed uphill between gorse, only two 
scalps perhaps they were looking for the 
trees!  Ubley Wood, it’s just a undulating 
grass field, there’s no trees. Now 9 
miles to lunch at Chew Valley where the 
promised Fish & Chips were forsaken 
replaced by coffee and the chance to 
get back on time. 
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Burledge section 8. Sorry I can’t 
remember but 1 & 7 having the lower 
restart 8 the higher one. Nine scalps in 
total. We were clean. 
 
Fry’s Bottom 1, a vicious looking rutted 
uphill left curve with a tight circular finish 
round tree stumps. The marshal 
cheerfully saying “no chance” we went 
clean to join car 12 Antony Young’s 
Beetle for the return back to the start. 
The muddy tracks continued. 
 
Observed test 2. Quite muddy tracks yet 
grip available. It’s start left across a line 
reverse across line then forward to stop 
astride we clocked a miserable 15.5 sec. 
Barely average. 
 
Fry’s Bottom 2 with its subdivided 
restart caught out a few but it was hard 
to understand the area. In general, very 
muddy yet not a major problem. 
 
Fry’s Bottom 3 with its red restart 
looked impossible. The muddy track 
gathering severity, turning right with a 
selection of roots to a stop and turn 

around for Clears. A few points lost but 
most class 8 dropping some, just three 
of them clean. 
 
Jonny Walker 13 miles away awaited, 
with the marshals using numbered 
stickers to mark your arrival and 
therefore start number.  A short wait 
during which the marshals handed out 
sweets! Well, it was extra ballast!  On to 
the famous section, muddy, rutted, long, 
with a hump in the middle. This all 
preceded by Dave Cook taking more 
excellent photos of the opening water 
splash. Seeing Dave I probably went too 
fast into the water but no consequences 
but we went clean. 
 
The Bull awaited with the car park full of 
diners cars. We signed off, bought an 
ACTC Calendar and left.   
 
Thanks go to all the marshals and 
organisers. Apologies to my fellow Liege 
competitors I didn’t get to speak to. 6 
Lieges entered today, that’s over 10% of 
the total cars. Great day, back next year. 
 

The Allen Trial 2018 
by Mike & Matt Wills 
 

W e decided to entry the Allen 
Trial again for the third time 
for reasons given in my 
report last year. Once again 

it did not disappoint and proved to be 
another great day. 
 
We decided to use our Marlin to see if 
we had resolved previous problems 
experienced on the Bovey Down Trial, 
see my report on that event. However 
on checking it over a few days before 
the event the starter motor failed to spin 
the engine over despite a fully charged 
battery. There was not time to get a 
replacement so a quick call to Mark 
Wills who I knew had several Marlin 

spares resulted in me going to his 
house in Leicester and taking the one 
off his Marlin as it was known to work, 
thanks Mark. 
 
We decided to trailer the car to the start 
on the morning of the event so left 
home just after 6 am to arrive at the 
field for scrutineering in plenty of time. 
The car was unloaded and we went to 
be scrutineered which was quick and 
efficient, followed by a short drive to the 
Bull Inn to sign on and breakfast, bacon 
or sausage rolls. 
 
The day was dry if a little cold. 
 
After looking round the other cars 
waiting to start it was soon our turn and 
after a few miles we arrived at the first 
section. 
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Tog Hill had a surface of wet stones and 
a little rough near the top, but caused no 
problems. We made our way to the next 
section and the traffic increased passing 
Bitton Railway, we turned off the main 
road to Bitton Lane, another traditional 
section but with a restart for Classes 3-
7. Having stopped high on the right 
hand side  we were away with some 
wheelspin but soon found grip. 
 
Onward through Keynsham, once again 
missing the turn in the town centre and 
meeting Mark Smith also trying to get 
back on route, to Big Uplands, another 
traditional lane which was climbed 
without any problem. 
 
Guys Hill was the next section, again 
wet with loose stones, tree roots and 
wet leaves and a large queue 
suggesting it was going to be difficult. A 
few cars had difficulty getting to the start 
line. 
 
Like most we set off well but could not 
find any grip on the restart. We took the 
escape road via the field on the left. 
 
A 10 mile drive through Chew Valley 
took us to Travers Hill, another lane with 
a mixture of wet stones and mud with 
splendid views over Chew Valley Lake.  
At the bottom we were told by some 
walkers that a car was stuck on the 
section due to a mechanical failure and 
to expect a delay. This turned out to be 
Dave Greenside with a broken axle on 
the Marlin. As a result, the restart was 
cancelled for classes 6 and 7 so the 
queue soon cleared and we climbed the 
section without any problem. 
 
We followed the track to the next 2 
sections Ubley Woods , but not a tree in 
sight on top of the hill again with great 
views over the valley. These 2 sections 
and the special test are on mud and 
grass and subdivided. Not expecting to 
do well I was happy having cleaned 
both, but so did most of the entry so not 
that difficult.  

Then it was on to the lunch stop at the 
picnic area at Chew Valley Lake and 
fish and chips. 
 
Thirty minutes soon passed and it was 
on to the next section, Burledge , which 
has a long history of being used in 
classic trials and is a long stoney climb 
with a lower restart for us which was no 
problem and a higher restart for class 8 
which proved to be more of a challenge. 
After 5 road miles we arrived at Fry’s 
Bottom Woods with 3 subdivided 
sections and 2 restarts for us. These 
were muddy climbs ,but we cleaned the 
all 3 sections which I was happy with. 
Although we did hit a tree with some 
damage to the front wing. The second 
special test was straight forward, all be it 
slow due to difficulty in engaging 
reverse gear. 
 
The route then took us around the 
outskirts of Bath and up to the top of 
Landsdown Hill and onto the last 
section, John Walker. We were given a 
number on arrival to ensure everyone 
attempted the hill in order of arrival 
which worked well. 
 
The hill itself starts with a ford and then 
a rutted track with some large holes and 
the last part was more mud. 
 
We set off and went slowly through the 
ford only for the engine to cut out and 
we came to a stop, after several 
attempts the engine restarted and we 
climbed the rest of the hill only for it to 
cut out again near the top, but restarted 
easily this time. We were disappointed 
by this but at least we did do an extra 
restart. We will need to rectify the cause 
as many events have fords to cross. 
 
With the light fading it was back to the 
finish via back lanes avoiding the main 
road traffic which was a problem 
previously. We signed off and collected 
our finishers certificates. We decided 
not to hang around as the pub was very 
full with non trials customers out for an 
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evening meal, good for the pub but 
discouraged post trial chat. 
 
The event gave us a chance to try the 
Marlin and were happy with the result 
although the dry conditions made it 
easier for everyone. 
 
Pete and Carlie Hart and their team put 
on a great event in the classic trial style 

which was obviously very popular with 
66 entries with a variety of cars 
throughout the classes. A good 
selection of cars tackling a good 
selection of sections and an excellent 
route. Many thanks for all the hard work 
put in to make a very enjoyable day. 

The 2018 Allen Trial  
by Peter Tudor 
 

L ast year was our first Allen Trial, 
which my wife and I enjoyed so 
much we just had to come back 
this year.  

 
A dry day dawned as we arrived for 
scrutineering, which was being carried 
out with the event’s usual high efficiency 
and welcoming smiles. As we 
approached the start venue at Hinton, 
we were again helpfully marshalled to a 
suitable holding space where we parked 
to sign on, before taking advantage of 
the bacon rolls and drinks available, 
making us ready for the full day ahead. 
 
We were running in our Liege, with its 3-
cylinder Toyota engine, in class 8, 
approximately midfield in the trial, 
directly following my son and his father 
in law in their X90. We have always 
enjoyed our motorsport participating 
together as a family and it is good to be 
able to continue to do so whilst trialling. 
 
After the Start we shortly arrived at; 
 
Section 1 - Tog Hill.  
This is a restricted byway in the form of 
a leafy lane, which seemed much drier 
than last year, enabling us and all 
competitors to clean with relative ease. 
A nice gentle and encouraging opener! 
On we went to the next; 
 

Section 2 - Bitton Lane. 
A winding lane, that was made easier 
for class 8 with no restart. The restart 
for classes 3-7 did however catch some 
competitors out. We cleaned the hill and 
were, of course, now getting over 
confident! We set off for the next section 
the name of which seemed to strike a 
chord in my memory, but I could not 
remember if, or what, sting in the tail it 
may have; 
Section 3 - Big Uplands. 
This turned out to be a fairly rough 
section, but did not stop us, or indeed 
any others in the field. So, as we set off 
for the next section, that we knew from 
its reputation was going to a more 
serious challenge. 
 
Section 4 - Guys Hill. 
With a restart for classes 6, 7 & 8, that 
as we approached I glibly remarked 
looked fairly innocuous, however as 
soon as the yellow flag dropped and I 
fed out the clutch I realised my 
confidence was misplaced, as we 
scrambled away with absolutely no 
signs of forward motion! Never mind, we 
did not seem to be the only ones to fail. 
Now it was on to the section that had 
made a definite mark in my memory, as 
a fairly rough and challenging but true 
classic hill; 
 
Section 5 - Travers. 
Here we were subject to the delay 
resulting from Dave Greenslade’s 
unfortunate rear axle failure, which 
resulted in complete lock up, making it 
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very difficult for the section marshals to 
clear. When we finally arrived at the 
start of section, I must admit that I now 
had little confidence in the likely hood of 
conquering the segregated class 8 
restart. As the flag fell I tried to stick to 
my plan of copying the experienced 
guys like Dudley Sterry who I had 
witnessed, by “simply” trickling away off 
the line and much to my surprise I felt 
some grip and off we bounced over the 
rough rutted gullies to clean the section. 
We both smiled and felt encouraged by 
our unexpected success. Next on the 
route was the Ubley Wood sections, 
which I knew comprised of a 
combination of mud and grass, which 
surfaces I have regularly been able to 
demonstrate my complete 
incompetence!; 
 
Observed Test 1. 
From my previous, often inept, attempts 
at such tests I at least was able to 
recognise the danger of easily 
overshooting the end stop line, as it was 
located on a greasy downhill gradient, 
so I very carefully slowed early and was 
able to stop astride the finish line. It 
looks like half a dozen cars failed this 
test, so my prudence was justified. Now 
came; 
 
Section 6 - Ubley 1. 
As we sat on the start line, I 
remembered that hidden around the first 
corner was a short but steep  bank, that 
stopped us last year, but this year we 
had the added challenge of a class 8 
restart. The restart was positioned, as I 
expected, at the bottom of the steep 
section. As I tried to copy the 
experienced guys, by selecting the most 
suitable area of the restart line, I 
realised that I had blindly ended up at 
probably the worst position and on 
attempting the restart immediately 
slipped sideways and switching to full 
blasting mode, stopped with wheels 
spinning and no bouncing or heaving of 
steering wheel able to induce any 
forward movement whatsoever! Oh well 

- may be next year? The last section at 
Ubley Woods was; 
 
Section 7 - Ubley 2. 
On arrival of the section I was greeted 
by a long-standing fellow “Dellow” friend 
Richard Andrews and the trial took a 
break as we chatted over old times etc! 
When we eventually decided we should 
continue, the section proved to be quite 
an interesting one, between the 
bracken, but did not stop us or other 
competitors. We were now ready for a 
break and refreshment at the control; 
 
Chew Valley Lake. 
After taking on some additional ballast in 
the form of sausage and chips, we then 
set off to the first section of the 
“afternoon jaunt”; 
 
Section 8 - Burledge. 
Another hill I remember being caught 
out by last year, but I was determined to 
make a better attempt. The section is 
another long classic hill and had a high 
restart for class 8. Coming up to the 
restart I spotted the familiar face of 
Michael Leete and forgot to concentrate 
on selecting the most favourable 
stopping position. However, by some 
fluke we managed to scramble away 
and clear the section. This was very 
satisfying, as we later understood the 
restart had stopped a few of the more 
experienced competitors. We now made 
our way to Fry’s Bottom Wood; 
 
Section 9 - Fry’s Bottom 1. 
Again, I remembered this section and 
was apprehensive to discover what I 
may find in the deviation that I watched 
class 8 cars disappear into last year, 
however I was not to find out as the 
deviation was cancelled this year. There 
was still a restart to overcome, which we 
successfully completed. Next was; 
 
Observed Test 2. 
This comprised a forward - over line - 
reverse back over line - forward to finish 
and there was plenty of grip. We 
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managed a respectable, if not fast, time 
taking it pretty easy, so that may be a 
lesson learned for us! Now came; 
 
Section 10 - Fry’s Bottom 2. 
This section had a common restart for 
classes 3-8 which only caught out a few 
competitors, but the next section was a 
different matter; 
 
Section 11 - Fry’s Bottom 3. 
This section had a restart for class 8 
only, which was placed just where you 
would have wanted to carry some 
momentum to carry you up the 
remainder of the hill. This time I 
concentrated on placing the car with the 
rear wheels just in front of a helpful tree 
root and smiled to myself as we 
successfully pulled away - However, my 
smug smile was soon wiped off my face 
when another tree root decided to be 
not so helpful and we ground to a halt, 
as I gave it full beans! As we left the 
section and joined the lane our attention 

was brought to the sound of an exhaust 
system dragging on the ground, so with 
encouragement from our companions in 
their X90, remedial repairs were quickly 
made with a piece of rope to enable us 
to get to the next and last section; 
 
Section 12 - John Walker. 
Another long classic trials hill with 
varying fairly rough and deep tracked 
restricted byway. This section varying 
amounts of grip, seemed to demand 
careful throttle modulation along its 
length. With the autumn light beginning 
to fade we continued on our way to the; 
 
Finish - Hinton. 
We were happy to have completed this 
excellently run event and very 
appreciative of the time and effort by so 
many people to give us such an 
enjoyable day’s event - A sincere thank 
you to all. 

The Allen Classic Reliability 
Road Trial, Sunday 25th 
November 2018 by Mal Allen, 
Marlin Car 41 
 

T he last time I was asked to write 
a Trial report for RESTART my 
trial ended with a broken diff 
after 6 sections. So when Pat 

asked me to supply a report on the Allen 
Trial this year I was only too happy to 
say “no problem”. That’s my story and 
I’m sticking to it. 
 
Anyway, having totally destroyed my diff 
on the Kyrle, by using the spare diff I 
had hanging on the garage wall and a 
used roller pin kit donated by Pete Hart I 
was quickly back on the road. I don’t do 
that many trials these days, pensions 
aren’t what they used to be. But I do the 
ones that I enjoy and the Allen is top of 
that list. The fact that the start is about 

18 miles from my front door and the 
route circles my house has nothing to 
do with it. 
 
OK, so the usual stuff, paperwork, 
scutineering, start venue (The Bull), 
signing on and of course the bacon 
butties were up to the usual high 
standards. A special mention must go to 
the marshals parking the competitors at 
the The Bull, the phrase “getting a quart 
into a pint pot” springs to mind, excellent 
work guys. 
 
Passenger this time was my old friend 
Mike, well, he’s not that old but we’ve 
known each other for about 50 years 
having met on the first day of our 
engineering apprenticeships. 
 
Having signed on I spent the next 30 
minutes eating the bacon butty, drinking 
coffee, nodding at old acquaintance’s 
and shaking hands with old friends, just 
the usual start of a trial then. So to the 
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Trial, the weather was cold and dry, 
which was nice. After a couple of miles 
drive we arrive at the first section 
 
Tog Hill Lane. This section is an easy 
opener for the trial, but some holes are 
developing and in a few years this hill 
may become a challenge. 
 
Another couple of miles and we arrive 
at  Bitton Lane. Said hello to Start 
Marshal Terry Osborn, start line a bit 
slippery, around a couple of bends to 
the restart, not that steep but a bit off 
camber so we trickle off to clear the hill. 
A bit of a relief as this hill caught out a 
few drivers last year. 
 
Next up was Big Uplands. Another that 
is getting rougher, but as smooth as the 
M4 compared to what it was like back in 
the day. 
 
Now we get to the real hills on the Allen 
Guys. Not only do we have a Restart 
but also a 10psi tyre pressure limit, 
even worse is that I see Howard 
Stephens and John Blakeley are stood 
at the start line, whenever either of 
them are spectating or marshalling I 
seem to cock-up the restart. Oh, and 
they also took the time to remind me of 
this special power they have over me. 
Anyone that has attempted Guys Hill 
will know that for some reason the 
event organisers place the restart on a 
patch of polished stones at the 
narrowest point on the hill, it would be 
so much easier if the restart were a 
couple of yards down the hill. I tried my 
usual method of trickling off the restart 
but the passenger side wheel spun up 
after we had moved just a couple of 
feet, (I will say Mike is a lot lighter than 
me and when Donny is in the car I put a 
large amount of lead under her seat). 
Strangely enough the car kept moving 
and we revved our way to the top, this 
was the first indication of how grippy 
and dry the sections were. As Guys is 
no longer a through road, we had to do 

a 3-point turn at the top and I noticed a 
horse and rider patiently waiting by the 
gate here, the marshals held the cars 
after I had returned to the foot of the 
section, a bit of give and take and 
everyone seemed to be happy. It was 
10 miles to the next section. 
 
Travers Hill. The queue started almost 
as soon as we entered the woods, 
nothing was moving and the drivers 
were out of their cars, not a good sign. 
It seems that a Marlin had destroyed its 
diff (nothing to do with the driver of 
course!!) and could not be easily 
moved, I believe it was winched out 
(with the back wheels locked solid) by a 
Land Rover. The resultant delay was 
considerable and to overcome this the 
classes 6 and 7 restart was cancelled, 
so no restart for us, just the drive over 
the lumps of rock sticking out of the 
hillside.  
 
From Travers to the next set of 
sections, Ubley Wood, is the best part 
of 200 yards so we were soon back in 
action. 
 
Ubley Wood First up is the Observed 
Test 1 (AKA Special Test) very straight 
forward, start on Line A and stop on 
Line B. Slightly downhill with Line B at a 
bit of an angle. (I’ve probably said this 
before but I don’t agree with the idea 
that Observed Tests are part of the 
main Trial and attract a points penalty if 
you cock it up. They are there for tie 
deciders only.) That said I took it 
carefully so as to avoid the 
embarrassment of sliding on past Line 
B. Fastest Time here was recorded by 
Emma Wall in a class 2 Austin Seven, 
(so much for class 8 horsepower then). 
  
Ubley 1 Usually a slippery muddy track 
through the bracken to a short steep 
rise (where the Red restart is situated) 
and a 20-yard blast to section ends. 
This year it was the same apart from 
the slippery bit, there appeared to be 
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plenty of grip on the mud, much more 
fun than the usual failure. The class 8 
only restart here did not do class 8 any 
favours, catching out more than half the 
class. 
 
Ubley 2 A twisty track back up through 
the bracken again but no restart. Again 
plenty of grip but needing a lot of 
steering correction. 
 
And so to the halfway halt or as I like to 
call it “a bag of the best chips” in the 
area. Log in with the Officials Nikki 
Adams etc. and get a departure time, 
park up and get out of the car and 
stretch and relax, bliss. Carlie Hart and 
Mrs Allen saunter over to say hello, Mike 
breaks open his tucker bag and I 
convince Donny there was something in 
our marriage vows about how she 
should go to the café and get me a bag 
of chips. Having eaten as many of the 
chips as I could and given the rest away 
we move on to the next section. 
 
Burledge A longish hill (which I like) 
with 2 restarts, classes 1 to 7 have the 
lower of the 2. Looking at the results a 
few people were caught out by the 
restarts so it may have been a bit trickier 
than I thought. This hill used to be a real 
challenge but since it has been gated to 
stop the 4x4s etc. it seems to be quite 
tame. Next hill. Fry’s Bottom Wood. 
 
We have to do 3 hills and an Observed 
Test in The Fry Bottom Complex, a 
small wooded valley that is used by off 
road motorcyclists for practise and fun. 
The first section Fry’s Bottom 1 just off 
the road is manned by members of 
Stroud and district MC, a muddy rutted 
climb up along the edge of the trees with 
a restart for classes 6 7 & 8. Turn 
around at the top and await marshal’s 
instructions to return to the main track, 
the results show no real problems for 
this hill. As we drive on to the next 
Observed Section I realise that we are 
still “Clean” (not the car, I mean score 
wise) so it could come down to Special 

Test Times, so as we approach the last 
Observed Section I decide to “go for it” I 
removed my Trials Hat and put on my 
Autotesting Hat, (no, I don’t carry 2 hats 
I’m talking figuratively). I told Mike to 
hold on tight. The test is “Y” shaped, 
start on line A at the bottom of Y cross 
line B in the left-hand arm reverse back 
and stop astride line C in the right-hand 
arm. So as the flag drops we leave line 
A with minimal wheelspin, cross line B 
with all for wheels locked, selecting 
reverse gear before we stop, revs up 
and clutch out, shoot back across line B, 
half a turn of left lock and the front goes 
right, hard on the brakes to lock up the 
front wheels, the front is still sliding right, 
a full turn of right lock, select first gear 
and drop the clutch, jump forward and 
right to stop astride line C. That is the 
theory and for once I got it right. Hell, 
that was fun, but the marshals won’t let 
me have another go, mean buggers.  
 
Fry’s Bottom 2 weaves its way through 
the undergrowth and trees on a track 
that I’m sure was not there before the 
Allen Trial came through. A restart for 
most, not steep but at an angle so if you 
have too much wheelspin you are likely 
to clip a restart marker, cunning. It 
seems to have caught out a few after 
the restart. Fry’s Bottom 3 Start line on 
the flat track, right turn onto steep 
muddy track about 50 yards long. Last 
year the class 8 restart was about 10 
yards up the hill and those who could 
not get away dug a large hole on the 
line, last year that was where I parked 
the Marlin, this year I was ready to avoid 
it and again with plenty of grip we flew 
up it. The next and last hill was 13 miles 
away so we put extra air in the tyres and 
enjoyed a tour around the edge of Bath. 
 
John Walker. Up until now I had used 
10 psi on all the hills, this is my default 
pressure which I use when I can’t make 
up my mind (which is most of the time), 
on this hill I used 12 psi to give me a 
fraction more ground clearance. John 
Walker is a long hill with most things you 
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want on a hill, a ford, slippery clay, mud 
and a final blast up a gulley, it shouldn’t 
and usually doesn’t cause any problems 
but it’s a great final section I always 
come out of the top feeling great, even 
the year we nosedived the car into the 
mud and both driver and passenger and 
the car were plastered in mud (it may 
have been cow ****).  
 
Back to the Bull and signoff, a welcome 
pint of beer and a chat with friends. 
Unfortunately as the pub is very popular 
and has a good reputation, it was busy 
with non trialists so space was at a 
premium. But before we had set off in 
the morning we had booked a table for 
that evening, unfortunately when we 
found “our” table it was occupied by a 
group of ruffians from Stroud and 
District MC. The abuse when we turfed 
them out was amazing, not sure I will 
join their club again this year!!  
Congratulations to all the competitors 
who entered what I think is one of the 

better non-damaging (almost) events in 
the area, looking at the results there 
were only 2 non finishers. 
 
Also congratulations to all of the award 
winners, on such a low scoring day one 
mistake and your goose is cooked. 
 
And of course congratulations to the 
organising team and marshals etc. 
Many of whom are from other motor 
clubs, local and not so local. 
 
P.S. When I was changing the diff 
earlier in the year I realised there was a 
lot of damage to the chassis around the 
back axle so I decided that after the 
Allen I would strip the car down and tidy 
it up a tad. Judging by my normal work 
rate the car will be off the road for a 
year or so, therefore this will be my last 
report for a while.  (Stop cheering). 
 
Mal 

The Camel Classic 2018 by 
Chris Barham 
 

S o, my day started off well, with 
thick heavy fog covering the 
North Devon/Cornish coast 
road. I was able to unhappily 

drive along at a whole 30mph with 
hardly any forward vision, wondering 
what the hell I was doing at 6 am on a 
wet, miserable, Sunday morning, driving 
further away from my nice warm bed! 
Eventually though the mist cleared, and 
I made my way to the start venue. A 
welcome warm pub, a toilet and a 
coffee, but no sign of my riding buddy, 
Kathy…where were you? 
 
Never mind, the bike was unloaded, 
fuelled up and plenty of wet weather 
gear ready to put on.  Scrutineering 
done, signed on and time to chat to 
some familiar faces. Time then to head 
off, having never ridden the Camel 

Classic before, I tagged behind some 
locals who shot off like scolded cats and 
I quickly lost them, X Rides on trials 
gearing aren’t that fast on the road! 
 
First section, steep Forestry land coated 
in slippery, yellow clay… definitely not 
my favourite kind of terrain to play 
around on, plus the first of (too?) many 
restarts. Off the line ok, off the restart ok 
and cleaned to the top. I impressed 
myself if not those watching. It isn’t 
going be that bad I foolishly said to 
myself. The next few sections went ok
(ish) totally fluffing an easy restart with 
the wrong line and too many revs...all 
wheelspin and no grip. I never bother 
keeping tabs on my score as the day 
goes on as depression can ruin one’s 
days sport lol.  
 
We even had a section without a restart, 
that made a change. Pumphouse was 
extremely steep... whoops of joy were 
heard from Megan and Xanthia as they 
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cleaned it on their outfit, I thought Miss 
Martin had turned up. But even I was 
chuffed too see the top of that climb with 
a clean. 
 
The first special test was rather slow, I 
started in the wrong gear, there was 
more grip than I thought, so I could have 
gone faster, but then I would have only 
slid off or something daft like that. Better 
slow than rolling in the mud so they say. 
More forestry, more sections, more 
slippery mud and clay. After such a 
great summer and autumn, I’d forgot 
about this wet, non grippy slimy stuff. 
Polmorla came up, looked a good hill 
with a detour for us soloists, turn off to 
the right, then a left, bit steep and some 
grassy humps. Up with the front wheel 
and down with a silly daft steadying foot. 
I could have cleaned that but hey ho... I 
wasn’t the only one racking up the 
points that’s for sure. 
 
A quick fuel-stop for man and machine 
and then off we set behind the outfits. I’d 
tagged along now with the Barnicoats as 
Chris seemed to know the route and his 
little XL went at a nice pace for my 
Sherco. 
 
Heligan, mmmm, that went totally wrong 
with the little wiggle for solos around a 
tree, the back end slid away, and I 
dropped an eleven! Worse score of the 
day I think for me. Least I knew I wasn’t 
going to have to find extra room in the 
trophy cabinet for a bit more silverware. 
It’s all the dusting and polishing you 
know. Annoys the missus having to do 
it!  
 
Second special test time and lots more 
speed, flick through the B markers and a 
cocky skid to stop on C. looking at the 
results it didn’t impress the marshal one 
little bit and he marked me down as a 
fail? Marshal’s word is gospel, but as 
I’ve already said I don’t think a trophy 
was coming my way! 
 
It was then that I got totally lost and rode 
up and down the same road for a few 

miles, apparently a huge orange triangle 
and blue marker means turn left but I 
totally missed them, I was following 
Mark Bowden whilst clearing mud from 
my goggles. That’s my excuse and I’ll 
stick to it and blame him, sorry buddy, 
but you were in front. 
 
 “Shellwood”, which looked somewhat 
easy, a restart on the flat, rutted just 
afterwards and was looking steep at the 
top. It was too and I ran out of puff at the 
number 3 marker. Nearly got the wheel 
spindle past the score card for a 2 but 
the observer said No! Tight bugger! But 
he helped me pick up the bike, so all 
was forgiven. Tristan dropped his XR 
here, snapped off his clutch lever but 
with some impressive usage of the 
world’s supply of cable ties, all was 
fixed. 
 
“Where there’s a hedge” strange name 
for a section with ample amounts of grip, 
too much near the top as up came the 
front end, down went a foot and in “total 
control” spun the bike 180 in the air and 
headed down the section again. Got 
10/10 for style from the observer and a 
5 on the score sheet!  
 
A few more forestry sections to go, 
Laneskin, again nearly made the top but 
not to be, spun out past the restart 
dropping the back wheel into a rut and 
sideways I went. Then Anthill, well at 
last that went beautifully, lovely climb, 
found grip when needed and worked the 
balance between spinning the back end 
or getting grip and the front wheel 
coming light… I think I nearly kidded 
myself I’d got the hang of this yellow 
clay stuff! I must have loved it so much 
as I rode past both sections 2 or 3 times 
trying to find my way out the woods! 
Those damn orange arrows were hiding 
from me again. 
 
Eventually I found the last section of the 
day and rocks! Proper solid, hard 
ground, so nice, even with a restart 
chucked in. Bit like a mini Bray Hill. 
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2018 Championship Tables 

CARS – National Championship Winners 
2018 Wheelspin League : David Haizelden 
2018 Crackington League : Matt Facey 
2018 Navigators League : Nick Sherrin 

CARS – Regional Championship Winners 
2018 North Regional League : John Charles 
2018 South Regional League : Stuart Highwood 
2018 Midlands Regional League : Sam Holmes 
2018 West Regional League : Aaron Haizelden 

MOTORCYCLE – National Championship Winners 
2018 Pouncy League : Kathy Martin 
2018 Red Rose League : Martin Keswick 

MOTORCYCLE – Regional Championship Winner 
2018 North Regional Pouncy League : Andrew Hesketh 

So, it was off to the finish and mother 
nature kindly chucked me a free bike 
wash, it hammered down along the A30, 
whilst I was feathering the throttle, trying 
to get to the pub on the feeble amount 
of reserve fuel in my tank. I knew I had 
a long push coming up but a sign saying 
services saved the day. I coasted up to 
the pumps, it was that close to “the long 
push!” A “Splash and Dash” and headed 
on to the Borough Arms, some warmth, 
some much needed dry clothes and a 
van with the heater on full for the next hr 
or so. Happy Days. 
 
A big thank you shout out, as ever, to 
the organisers of the day, the always 

smiling, despite the damp conditions, 
lads and lasses marshalling, happy to 
chat and laugh with us at the start lines 
and all my fellow competitors who make 
these days sport such fun. 
 
So now a few days later the results are 
out. 45 dropped. Not brilliant but the daft 
11 didn’t help. 12th in class, I’m happy 
with that. Well done to Tristan who 
dropped only 7, on an older bike too. 
See you don’t need a brand new, 
modern Enduro steed to win!  
 
See you on the hills in 2019! 
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Wheelspin League 2018 

46 

Crackington League 2018 
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Navigator’s League 2018 

2018 Pouncy and Red Rose Bowl National League 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


