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Firstly may I wish you all a very happy New Year and  for those of you still 
competing in classic trials a very successful one. 
 
Not forgetting our organisers and officials—I wish them trouble free organisation 
with no problems from officialdom, landowners, the weather or the landscape (to 
name a few) and hope that they have full entry lists, and of course I must not forget 
the marshals, without whom trials would just not exist… hope they have happy and 
trouble free trials as well. 
 
I would like to thank all my contributors, not just for this issue but for the whole year. 
Especial thanks for this issue go to Brian Alexander who promised to write about 
two trials for this issue, but was ill for one and the car was ill for another one… but 
he did a great article on the Fiat 850 on trials instead. Also thanks to Adrian Tucker-
Peake for sourcing a great article from his passenger and cousin, Susan Tucker-
Peake Jamieson. I should also mention Dan Barratt, who wrote his article while 
offshore, Stuart Holton and Keith Sanders who wrote articles on two trials and 
James Shallcross, who had been unwell just before writing his. 
 
It is always a bit of a nightmare wondering whether I will get enough copy for each 
issue, whether there will be enough for the usual 48 pages or whether I need to 
reduce it to 44 instead. This sounds trivial, but as pages have to be sorted 1 and 48, 
2 and 47 and so on for printing it can be a bit of a nightmare, especially getting the 
colour photos in the correct place opposite each other. 
 
I always try to put the trials in chronological order of taking place and to put the 
officers’ reports at the beginning, to make things easier for readers and I think this is 
more logical. However it’s ‘sod’s law’ that articles and reports come in at all different 
times and again there can be quite a lot of shuffling of text frames to sort this out. It 
could be a solution to put the officers’ reports at the back, as they often arrive later 
and to not worry about the date order of the trial reports? This could also help to 
reduce ‘white space’ or at least make it easier to avoid this. Any comments?? 
 
Finally I apologise to the photographer on page 23, for not crediting him or her. As a 
librarian I always try to do this, but I was sent the photos by Minehead MC and a 
request for the photographer’s details has not yet born any fruit, probably due to the 
Christmas break. 
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CHAIRMAN’s 
CHAT 
 
 
Towards the end of December we had a 
meeting of the ACTC Officers. 
 
A number of important and immediate 
issues were discussed in depth, details 
of which will be published shortly on the 
ACTC website and Facebook page. 
 
During the meeting our esteemed 
Secretary and Vice Chairman jokingly 
alluded to the recent article by the new 
‘grand fromage’ of the MSA. 
 
The more I pondered on this, the more 
some of it actually resonated with me, 
and the more I wanted to share their 
observations with you. 
 
So with any and all apologies necessary 
to those concerned for my ‘almost’ 
blatant plagiarism: 
 
What’s your plan for the ACTC? 
 
“The first thing I have to say is that it 
would be inappropriate for me to be 
presumptuous at this stage. I’ve 
obviously got my own personal views, 
but those are going to be moulded by my 
exposure to the clubs, the committees 
and the competitors within Classic Trials. 
We’re at a real pivotal point in Classic 
Trials history and that’s what excites me 
about the role, because some of the 
decisions we make now will determine 
the relevance and success of Classic 
Trials in the coming years.” 
 
 
 
 

 
What do you mean by a pivotal 
moment? 
 
“In short, we’re at a point in time where 
we have a declining interest, based on 
the fact the cars we’ve traditionally used 
in Classic Trials have less and less 
relevance to the cars we’re going to be 
driving in the street. As a result, we need 
to decide what Classic Trials is going to 
be in the longer term and that’s quite a 
challenging task.” 
 
What will be job number one when 
you start in January? 
 
“What we have to consider now is how 
we can become a more proactive 
organisation with a clear vision about the 
future. I’m not going to prejudge what 
that’s going to mean or entail, but we 
have to have a long-term vision.” 
 
It sounds like you will be approaching 
this very much as a hands-on role! 
 
“I’m a good delegator! In everything I do 
I’m a catalyst and I try to hand the work 
over to people who can do a good job. 
But I don’t do things if I can’t make a 
contribution. I don’t do things if I can’t 
make a difference and so I’ve taken this 
on in the full knowledge that I won’t just 
sit on the sidelines, shake hands and 
hand out trophies. I want to be sure of 
the long-term future of Classic Trials in 
this country and I see the ACTC’s role as 
very much leading that challenge.” 
 
Hoping you all have a great 2018 on the 
hills 
 

Cheers 
Carl 
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Bill’s Bits  
 

W ell, another year has come 
and almost past, actually by 
the time you read this it will 
have passed but I’m sitting 

here amongst Christmas trimmings, 
thinking about how we are going to feed 
the 19 people of the Bennett clan 
coming here for Christmas day lunch. 
You will by now have made your New 
Year’s resolutions which hopefully will 
have included making our sport more 
fun and enjoyable for all concerned. 
 
Our first job in 2018 is marshalling on 
the Exeter Trial at Clinton along with 
friends from the Bristol MC, let’s hope 
it’s not raining or worse, snowing. At 
least we will be finished quite early and 
perhaps able to spectate at a later 
section as well. Then it will be back to 
the new Finish Venue and the Club 
Supper. 
 
With the Clee Hills Trial being cancelled 
our next event will be the Exmoor Trial 
which we understand has a new finish 
venue nearer to the Start. In spite of this 
we will stay at the Stag Hunters Inn at 
Brendon as this is one of our favourite 
pubs. The difference this year though 
will be that we won’t have to drive to 
Barnstable in the MG in the early 
morning but instead have the comfort of 
the Audi with the MG on the trailer, we 
will also have a nice warm / dry trip 
back to Brendon afterwards for our 
second night of indulgence. 
 
The following week is the Cotswold 
Clouds Trial Which being so close to 
home we drive to the scrutineering in 
the MG and then on to the start and a 
bacon butty. This trial includes one of 
my favourite hills, Crooked Mustard. We 
have failed it more times than we have 
climbed it but it’s still a great hill! 
 

 
Providing the car is still hanging 
together, then two weeks after the 
Cotswold Clouds we will head north for 
the Northern Trial and another Bennett 
Clan reunion. With one daughter and 
her family living in Edinburgh, and the 
rest in South Gloucestershire, Cumbria 
is a good half way meeting point for us 
all.  
 
We usually go up on the Thursday 
before the trial and on the Friday, after 
a leisurely breakfast we all go and do 
the tourist bit, probably riding on a train 
or something similar before returning to 
the Old Crown Inn for our evening meal. 
The Old Crown Inn in Hesket 
Newmarket was one of the first (if not 
the first) Inns to be taken over by the 
local community and was re-opened by 
Prince Charles. It’s a great country inn 
which brews its own beer and has a 
choice of 5 or 6 ales all named after 
Lakeland landmarks.  
 
Obviously the Saturday daytime is 
taken up with the Northern Trial, then its 
back to the Old Crown to try those ales 
we missed the night before. Sunday 
after another Cumbrian breakfast and 
all the farewells it’s a leisurely drive 
back down the motorway to South 
Gloucestershire. 
 
Hope to see quite a few of you at one or 
more of the above trials but in the 
meantime Liz and I would like to wish 
everyone a Very Happy New Year and 
the best of trialling for 2018. 
 
 

Bill Bennett 
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Bike related matters  
(no.5  01/01/18) 
 
Before I accepted this ‘job’ with the 
ACTC, I asked for a ‘job description’ or 
list of responsibilities, what’s involved? I 
knew the remuneration would be 
extremely poor, but hey, someone has 
to do it and I’m used to being poor. 
 
The answer I got was ‘whatever you 
make it’.  Mmmm, time to think.  The 
way I see it is that the Motorcycle Co-
ordinator (the job had a title at least!) is 
a two way communication conduit 
between the ACTC  and the motorcycle 
entrants. My job is to report back to the 
riders the decisions and reasons behind 
them of the ACTC, and conversely 
inform the ACTC how their decisions will 
affect the riders before they make them,  
what the riders think and pass on any 
ideas the riders may have. In other 
words, the Motorcycle Co-ordinator 
should be an impartial intermediary and 
help the bikes be assimilated. The other 
main object is to provoke thought and 
debate by all, to try to ensure these 
decisions are well founded. 
 
All this has got me thinking – a novelty, 
you may suggest. 
 
It’s obvious that ACTC classic trials 
started as a car sport with the ACTC 
formed to regulate it (some car folk may 
not be aware of the Scott trial etc, their 
rich heritage and how old they are). At 
some stage, for some reason, they 
accepted motorcycle entries - discuss & 
debate. My view is that this is a good 
thing - a symbiotic relationship. We all 
want the same thing. I even know two 
guys that have started classic trials on 
bikes & changed to cars. Wowser! We 
are stronger together against the selfish, 
badly informed lobbies trying to stop off 
road sport and the mix creates a good 
atmosphere.  
 
The entries are often a similar numbers 
of cars & bikes. Hopefully, the bikes are 

here to stay and will become part of ‘the 
establishment’. I’ve not witnessed any 
animosity between cars and bikes, at 
the trials they seem to complement 
each other. The organisers all seem 
very helpful and friendly to both.  A lot of 
marshals (essential volunteers) and 
spectators, like to see both. But I’ll leave 
you with three questions   a) To the 
riders – have you tried to help, offered 
your services or those of friend, got 
involved in the clubs etc. Or, to put it 
another way, apart from paying the 
entrance fee are you pulling your 
weight?  And b) To the ACTC & clubs – 
do you offer the bikes parity? Do you 
realise what a large untapped resource 
these guys may be and are you happy 
for them to be absorbed into ‘the 
establishment’?   And c) What happens 
if bikes consistently dominate entry lists 
– can we all cope with that? 
 
Maybe the time has come to answer 
these questions, to be honest with 
ourselves and at ease with each other. I 
like the mix, it makes it more fun. But I 
think car entries will reduce, and I know 
there’s a large untapped pool of bikes 
who would like these events. Between 
us, we can not only continue, but if we 
get it right, optimistic me suggests we’ll 
thrive. Hopefully that’s got you all 
thinking as well – another novelty? 
 
Apparently the entries for next year’s 
Championships have started to arrive. 
The Regionals seem to be popular, so 
come on, get entered & let’s get these 
established. 
 
I’m now getting more feedback – great, 
it’s a healthy thing, come on, spill the 
beans & tell me what you think. 
 
Graham Lampkin   
ACTC Motorcycle  
Co-ordinator 
 
glampkin@btinternet.com 
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70 years of classic 
trialling 
by Susan TP-Jamieson 

I t’s October 2017 – an e-mail arrives 
in my inbox ‘Would you like to join 
me in my MGF in the 71st Tamar 
Trial? – YES, YES & YES – I would 
be ‘honoured’. 

 
The pairing of Adrian Tucker-Peake, son 
of John Tucker-Peake & Susan TP-
Jamieson, daughter of H.W. Tucker-
Peake had never been entered before, 
causing emotions to run high as we 
pulled out of the start in Launceston, our 
parent’s home town.  
 
This is where it all began, at Easter 
1923 when John & elder brother Tucker 
stood, in short trousers at the hairpin of 
Prouts Corner on the old A30 road, to 
watch the competitors in the famous 
London to Land’s End Trial pass 
through, and were so inspired they 
vowed to each other ’one day they 
would compete in the event! thus kick-
starting their passion for the sport. 
 

Very poignantly during the 2017 Tamar 
Trial, the route took us round that same 
corner, prompting us both to 
acknowledge and salute to their spirit, 
and again as we drove a further 500 
yards past the family home up Race Hill. 
 
In the beginning....... 
My first Land’s End Trial was in the 
1948 event – ‘Couldn’t have been’ I hear 
you say, ‘that is not possible’. Well, 
although I don’t remember it, I was one 
year old and tucked up in a carrycot in 
the back of Dad’s MG Magnette. 

My first actual recollection was a few 
years later as a passenger in Dad’s then 
newly built’ Tucker MG Special’  
(picture below)  

I recall nearly every weekend, it was 
either a trial, autocross, sprint, or race 
meeting outing, or even the family 
holiday complete with bespoke trailer 
and tent, returning to his Cornwall 
homeland—usually including a race 
meeting at Davidstow or a trial. Oh! the 
days when a sports car did everything! 
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Passengering my elder sister Maralyn, 
in her home built Tucker Nipper Special, 
was next on the agenda, a car that 
Northern triallers will have seen out on 
the hills in recent years, doing what it 
was built for. When old enough to drive I 
gained my first driving experiences in 
trials in a home built Ford Anglia 105E. 
Then through other forms of grass roots 
motorsport which led on to focus on 
circuit racing, at home and abroad, in 
saloons and single-seaters. 
 
With the day job at the family’s garage 
business in Hertfordshire (for a period 
Skoda dealers), and whilst I was racing 
for Skoda’s works team in Europe, Dad 
was busy modifying a Skoda which he 
thought would make an ideal rear-
engined trials car. We prepared two 
cars, and for a period he and Mum and 
me and husband Jeff returned to 
compete in the MCC Classic Trials in 
the early 80s alongside Uncle John in 
his Runner Bean Pop, which now enjoys 
Clive Kalber’s care. But with Dad now 
Clerk of the Course for the Land’s End, 
and even his hand written list of 
instructions for each hill, the elusive 
clean climb up Crackington was not 

forthcoming for me! Later having moved 
back to Launceston, I was Secretary of 
the Meeting for the Land’s End Trial for 
a number of years, then Jeff and I drove 
the course opening car, doing the whole 
route ahead of the field in a Suzuki 
Vitara for a good stint. 
 
GOING BACK TO MY ROOTS.... 
 
So, this recent ‘return to my roots’ 
‘prompted many observations on the 
changing face of classic trials over a 
fairly long period, albeit updated by 
experience on an intense modern one-
day competition. 
 
The 2017 Tamar Trial used only one of 
the classic MCC type Sections, the 
aforementioned ‘Crackington’ and I 
recall many memories from the past - 
the biggest shock was:- ‘where was the 
queue?, this would always be formed 
way back by the holiday cottages and 
allowed for a sandwich and social chat. 
In 2017, we drove straight past, through 
the ford up the hill to the start line. That, 
I suppose, is the difference between an 
entry of 350 and one of around  60. 
 

1953 Tucker MG Mk 1 (l to R) Susan, 
Maralyn and Mum in front 
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At Easter there was always a large 
number of people lining the side of the 
section, even before the start line, 
dressed in great coats, cloth caps, and 
usually a fag in the mouth, like you see 
in old B&W photos – and even more 
crowded around the restart area. 
In2017, there was one lone marshal at 
the start line, and another lone marshal 
at the restart. 
 
The hill was always very muddy, rutted 
and rocky, often would have a ‘certain 
pungent aroma’ like slurry or old engine 
oil and the like (can’t think how that got 
there!!)  In 2017 - no aromas or gloop 
until the MCC come, but still very rocky, 
rutty and muddy. 
 
The restart was generally a box on the 
Land’s End, not a line like the Tamar’s. 
The box allowed the competitor to make 
his or her choice as to where exactly to 
stop, which produced an element of 
expertise, knowledge or just luck, but 
gave the decision to the entrant and 
allowed that part of the hill not to suffer 
from one very large rut to cut where 
everyone had stopped. This also 
created much more of a fairer challenge 
for the later runners. 
 
However, there was one thing that 
hadn’t changed from all those years 
ago, and that was ‘failing the 
restart’ (sorry Adrian). I recall the first 
time we tackled Crackington in my 
sister’s Nipper: we failed the restart, 
broke a half shaft and had the 
indignation of being towed up by the 
tractor. On that occasion, we somehow 
managed to get the car to Robin 
Moore’s farm, then Dad and I returned 
on the Sunday after the Trial to strip the 
axle down and rebuild with a borrowed 
halfshaft, then get back on our way 
home. This was typical of the 
camaraderie and helpfulness of 
competitors to assist each other, which 
delightfully has not changed. 
 
 

 
The Good the Bad and the Ugly.... 
 
Away from hills like Crackington, the 
2017 Tamar Trial consisted of 13 
sections and 2 special tests. 
 
Storm Brian had raged the day before, 
after a lot of rain, so the ground was 
very wet, with New Langleys hill being 
cancelled at signing-on by CoC Pete 
Cooper. As the trial progressed through 
the day, two more were abandoned 
along the way, unfortunately including 
the fine Webworthy due to a severely 
beached and immovable Marlin. We 
were running as No 41, with the bikes 
and classes 7 & 8 running ahead of us. 
It seemed to us in the production 
classes that these hotshots definitely 
gained an advantage since the sections 
increasingly deteriorated as the trial 
progressed. 
 
Having really only competed in the MCC 
Trials, &Falcon MC Guy Fawkes & 
March Hare type trials, the ‘drive up as 
far as you can go and reverse back’ hill, 
was relatively new to me, although it did 
create a nucleus of vehicles, so crews 
were able to watch how, or how not to 
do it. I’m not necessary a fan of these 
short hills: to be presented with a long-
observed climb from the word go starts 
the adrenaline flowing, not knowing 
quite what might be round the next 
corner, or where the actual steep part 
is.  
 
To me this provides much greater 
satisfaction when the section ends 
board appears, and for Adrian and me 
there was one hill that did this for us 
which after a long climb produced much 
‘high fiving’ at the end. A classic MCC 
example is Blue Hills 2; nowadays the 
start is quite a long way up the track, 
but originally used to start right at the 
bottom gate and always provided an 
accomplished and exhilarating finale to 
an iconic trials section. 
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The vehicles in today’s classic trials, is 
clearly where very evolutionary 
differences apply. The most obvious 
modification to all the vehicles appears 
to be in raising the suspension higher 
off the ground; natural weather erosion 
of the sections over many years 
producing deeper ruts and gulleys, like 
the scary steps called Angels, has made 
this a necessary feature. Look at the 
relatively benign lane that number 163 
is climbing! I am sure many of the cars 
we drove 40 years ago would have 
beached even on the some of the 
approach roads used today. 
 
Reducing weight too appeared an 
obvious feature, stripping anything and 
everything out of production cars, 
although one has to question whether 
they still really conform to the terms or 
spirit of ‘production’? 
 
Finally, the real progress and change for 
the better, and what makes the 
passenger’s life so much easier is the 
process of deflating and inflating tyres- 
gone is the simple stick pen type tyre 
gauge, replaced with quick release and 
large round gauges for accurate 
measurements, and of course out has 
gone the trusty foot pump, no more tired 
legs pumping. Hurray! 

To sum up, overall classic trialling hasn’t 
really changed that much: thanks to 
local farmers and landowners the tracks 
and hills are still available, the challenge 
is certainly still there, the competitors 
are still there, the innovative home built 
traditional trials and the (now) highly 
modified production cars are certainly 
still there. Most importantly the 
organisers are still there, the invaluable 
friendly, helpful marshals and officials 
are still there, and last but not least the 
mud is certainly still there to provide the 
challenge. A fantastic form of 
motorsport and 3-cheers to the ACTC 
for providing a platform for classic 
trialling to grow for competitors of any 
age, young or old. 
 
When I got Adrian’s e-mail asking me to 
passenger/bounce for him, it put a huge 
smile on my face; that smile was still 
there at the finish and I wouldn’t have 
missed the opportunity for revisiting a 
sport that is in my blood, for the world. It 
was also lovely to share it with many 
friends: I live in North Petherwin and the 
route came right past my house. 
Although we were about 2 hours late 
due to the Webworthy blockage, the 
crowd of neighbours including Jeff and 
Ted the dog who had been in place at 
11.20, our due time, were still there 
waiting to wave us by at 1.20. That’s 
classic trialling for you, and long may it 
thrive. 

 
 
 
Thank You Adrian for the 
opportunity, and I’ll look 
out for another e-mail 
soon!!! 

Postscript.   The ‘Tucker 
MG’ built in 1952 lives 
on..... and is currently 
undergoing restoration. 
 Susan inflating ‘Freddies’s rear 

tyres on 2017 Tamar Trial  
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Trialling the Fiat 850 
by Brian Alexander 

 

I  always had a great admiration for 
Italian cars, and once I realised that 
the popular image of complexity and 
temperament, fostered by the British 

Press, was largely a myth, I found that, 
certainly in the case of Fiat, they could 
in fact be highly practical and affordable. 
as well as so enjoyable to drive. I was 
so impressed by my first Fiat, a 
wonderful little 1960 Millecento (1100), 
that I became a lifelong Fiat enthusiast 
and followed it up with a 124 Special, a 
Special T, 132, 128, and three 124 
Spiders in that order, all of which gave 
reliable service, tremendous driver 
satisfaction and quite remarkable 
performance. So inevitably, on 
discovering production car trials as a 
form of motorsport that was actually 
affordable I looked for a suitable Fiat for 
the job. 
 
At the time rear-engined was obviously 
the way to go (still would be if they 
made them!) and Fiat had long been 
experts in this Field. The popular 500 
was well loved and its water cooled “big” 
sister the 600 was widely praised for its 
handling and performance at the time.  
 
The 600’s successor. the 850 was 
actually better in most respects than 
either of these. Hugely popular in Italy 
(look closely at the traffic scenes in The 
Italian Job) it unfortunately suffered from 
an image problem in the UK when 
compared with its Mini and Hillman Imp 
rivals. (the pretty Sport Coupe version 
was a notable exception) 
 
Actually the 850 saloon lacked all the 
short-comings of both its rivals being 
arguably better engineered and more 
practical than either. With its bullet proof 
engine and robust transmission and 
suspension it was much loved by its 
owners, as I discovered during my years 
of 850 trialling. 

Better still whereas the 500 and 600 had 
cult followings and were overvalued, few 
seemed to appreciate the 850 saloon 
which had virtually no resale value and 
was really the perfect car for the job. My 
first Fiat 850 saloon was found in 
Billingshurst, Sussex, a late Seat built 
850D (not a diesel but the “derivata” or 
definitive version in Fiat terminology).  
 
Although manufactured by SEAT, the 
850D was surprisingly badged and 
marketed as a Fiat in the UK. However, 
by now the brilliant new 127 had 
appeared so that in spite of being a 
considerable improvement on the Fiat 
built product and very successful in 
Spain it could never compete with the 
127 on the UK. market. Which is rather 
a pity as the much better quality of steel 
used actually made it a very tough and 
dependable little car. Although the white 
HFG 928 (promptly christened 
Snowdrop by the wife) was a well 
preserved and extremely sound 
example it was found to exhibit some 
disturbing symptoms on its journey 
home. When braking for a tight corner 
for example the brakes would not 
release until I straightened the steering! 
This was found to be due to inadequate 
length brake hoses which pulled tight 
and trapped the fluid on lock!  
 
Once this and other minor 
maladjustments were sorted I found it to 
be very reliable and soon found that its 
rear-engined set up made it great fun to 
drive once you got the idea of steering 
on the throttle. Its first outings in PCTs 
in completely standard form (under 
Herts County colours) in 1991 were 
really promising.. 
 
The great little Fiat proved capable of 
defeating most of the local competition 
apart from some well sorted (and 
driven!) Imps (although in most cases 
more to do with driving skill and car 
preparation than lack of ability of the 
850). However, we had some spirited 
battles with other Imps and surprised a 
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few (including ourselves!) with the odd 
class win and even managed to win the 
class in the ASCMC PCT championship 
in 1994!  
 
Keen as ever to demonstrate the virtues 
of the little Fiat, we ventured into 
classics and to our unbounded delight 
our first ever MCC trial resulted in a 
silver medal in the 1992 Edinburgh 
followed in 1993 by a class win in the 
Tunbridge Wells Invicta Classic. 
 
In retrospect these victories were 
fortuitous, running at the front of the 
Kent event when conditions deteriorated 
for the later starters, and in the 
Edinburgh Litton Slack was scrubbed for 
class 4, no-one in the class mastered 
Bamford and the only other section that 
stopped us was a deeply rutted Calton, 
grounding out hopelessly soon after the 
start. 
 
For classic trials it seemed ground 
clearance was going to be an issue and 
we managed to gain a couple of inches 
at the rear by means of longer coil 
springs, courtesy of Leda suspension of 
Raynham, Essex. An expedition to 
North Devon for the NDMC Exmoor trial 
also revealed the need for lower gearing 
to cope with the steep gradients 
encountered. Fortunately the answer to 
this could be provided from within the 
Fiat 850 range, 4 different diff ratios 
being available, that found on the 900T 
van being considerably lower than the 
rest and these were still to be found in 
breakers yards. Also a scrapped 850 
Sport Coupe provided its twin choke 
Weber carb, manifold and 4 branch 
exhaust to up the power available. The 
next obvious requirement was 
underbody protection, but this proved 
more challenging, I finally devised a 
rather cumbersome all-encompassing 
skid pan from zinc/alloy air ducting 
sheet which attached to the rear cross 
beam and gearbox mounting points. 
This took a considerable battering but 
lasted for a few seasons.  

In the meantime, venturing into 
championship PCTs we found ourselves 
up against more serious competition, 
notably the VW Beetle of BTRDA and 
MSA champion Mike Stephens who told 
me that he had previously campaigned 
a Fiat 850 which was now looking for a 
new home, with the proviso that it was 
to continue to be used for trialling!  
 
It had become apparent that my 
modifications for classic trialling had 
done nothing to improve our 
competitiveness in PCTs, whereas the 
Stephens car had been professionally 
sorted for just that. I learned that in 
Mike’s hands this car had won many 
national events including the BTRDA 
and MSA PCT championships. I needed 
little persuasion to buy it, especially 
when he offered to deliver it to 
Shillingford in Devon, to where we had 
migrated on my retirement. 
 
Alleged to be an 850 Special (no doubt 
to legalise the use of the 13inch wheels 
which were fitted) the tomato red 
HNP46J proved in fact to be a standard 
Fiat-built 850 saloon but fitted with an 
850 Special transmission. lowering the 
gear ratios. Evidence of a barely legal 
rocker modification to increase the valve 
lift appeared in the bills of work done on 
the car, but I found no trace of this so I 
suspect it had been removed. In fact the 
only apparent modification to the engine 
was a rather crude (Mike Hinde) 
conversion to an SU carburettor which 
for which a hole had been cut in the 
parcels shelf to obtain the necessary 
clearance for the dashpot. 
 
Fine if the car was trailered to events 
but the noise and fumes were 
unacceptable driving to and from the 
venues, which was our usual practise. A 
bigger problem was the lack of an 
ignition key, allegedly lost by Mike’s son 
and although a replacement lock was 
not that difficult to find, removing the old 
one with the steering lock engaged was 
not easy. (thanks Duncan!) However the 
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car was generally tidy and obviously 
very well set up suspension wise, the 
SU undoubtedly giving greater flexibility 
and trickling ability. 
 
The intention was to use HFG 930N for 
classic trials and the red HNP 46J for 
PCTs but we soon found that normal 
PCTs were virtually non-existent in the 
west country, the local events put on by 
the Minehead MC. although great fun, 
were pretty savage, suitable only for 
classic trials cars and end of life 
bangers. So HNP found itself initially 
confined to events such as the Wigton 
MC Cumbrian Caper classic tour, the 
Minehead Classic Tour of Exmoor and a 
couple of BTRDA rounds which, 
however, taught me that I still had much 
to learn about PCT trials driving. 
 
HFG meanwhile was having its most 
successful era in classic trials, proving 
amazingly reliable and now able to climb 
virtually anything as long as there was 
any grip and the rear wheels touched 
the ground! Class awards were 
achieved in such as the Ilkley and the 
Allen and several more MCC medals 
included a gold on the Edinburgh. Our 
spectacular climbs of Bamford and 
Simms were apparently enjoyed by 
spectators (who always love an 
underdog) as foot to the floor in first 
gear with astronomical revs was really 
the only way. The only part of the 
engine that ever protested this treatment 
were the tandem fan belts, a problem 
eventually eliminated by fitting a larger 
driving pulley as found on the lower 
geared 850T. 
 
During this period I was extremely 
fortunate to find a near neighbour 
(where we now resided, on the southern 
fringes of Exmoor,) who was a Land 
Rover specialist and among many other 
things a skilled welder. He was also 
involved in 4wd trials with a Lada Niva. 
Jim Walsh proved invaluable in repairing 
bodywork and fabricating brackets spare 
wheel mounts etc. He still passengers 
me on trials today. 

When Jonathan Toulmin came up with 
the idea of a classic trial on the Isle of 
Man we thought it would be a great (if 
ambitious) idea to enter both 850 s as a 
team and combine it with a week’s 
holiday. This we did and both cars 
completed the trip to Liverpool and 
back, and performed well in the trial, 
both trouble free apart from some 
electrical issues on the red car on the 
journey up.  
 
Whilst still at Welwyn I had rescued a 
third 850 in remarkably tidy condition 
from a lock- up garage in Cippenham 
near Slough and, when faced with the 
move to Devon had passed it on to son 
Kevin who used it for a few Falcon 
PCTs when his trials 127 Sport had run 
out of diffs. This pretty primrose 850D 
(OFJ 107M) was later returned to me in 
Devon and sold on to Andy Willis, a 
Dulverton tyre dealer who campaigned it 
briefly in local classic trials. Thus it was 
that the last Silverton Motor Cub trial 
(later to be reinstated as the Torbay 
Trial) actually featured a team of three 
850 saloons in class 4, which must have 
been a record. 
 
“Primrose” was later sold to a Fiat Twin-
Cam Register colleague, John Giles 
from Dartford in Kent who had been 
highly impressed with HNP after driving 
it (to second place) in a Taunton Motor 
Club autotest. He added various 
modifications including an Abarth 
manifold and a twin choke Weber, later 
returning it back to the West country 
where it was campaigned for a season 
by Minehead Motor Club’s Tim Hellings, 
before it was returned to me yet again! 
By this time, it was rather tired and I 
finally passed it on to a young 
enthusiast, Rory Cole, from Bexhill who 
was attempting to earn a living by 
specialising in the restoration and 
preparation of Fiat 850s!  
 
Having now decided that maintaining 
and campaigning two trials 850s was a 
bit too ambitious, I elected to 
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cannibalise one to provide a source of 
spares for the other. Although the white 
850D shell was marginally the better of 
the two, it’s survival was less logical 
because the earlier red car was tax 
exempt, so HNP escaped the chop and 
was now campaigned in full classic trials 
format for the next ten years 
participating regularly in most ACTC 
events, MCC trials, many club autotests 
and car rials and even a historic stage 
rally! 
 
Torbay Motor Club’s 1999 Powderham 
Historic Rally was a 2-day event under a 
clubman permit and on reflection was a 
pretty ambitious venture for both the car 
and the crew. However, stripped of all its 
trials equipment the Fiat did not disgrace 
itself in the numerous special tests and 
a hill climb when matched against a pair 
of 1275 Mini Coopers, a Mark 2 Jaguar 
and a Lotus Cortina in the 70’s class. 
We could well have finished in the first 
half of the field overall but for losing 
much time working out the route 
instructions on the night regularity 
stages. Looking at the route book now I 
am baffled how navigator Jim Walsh 
ever deciphered it! 
 
Probably the best suited and most 
successful discipline for the little Fiat 
was the grass autotest. Highlights 
included first and second overall when 
double driven in a 
Taunton M.C. event 
and winning the 
Windwhistle MC 
autotest championship 
in 1998. The near 
perfect weight 
distribution and rear 
engine set up in 
standard form gave it 
exceptional turning-in 
ability on grass and 
made it highly 
competitive even 
against specialist and 
much more powerful 
opposition. 

Having survived ten full trials seasons, 
several repaints, an engine fire and a 
catastrophic brake failure which 
necessitated a reshell, reliability was 
becoming a problem. Sources of original 
Fiat parts were drying up and pattern 
replacements were never up to the job. 
A professionally rebuilt engine was not a 
patch on the original Fiat product, 
moreover the various trials modifications 
had meant that it was not really so nice 
to drive. 
 
In the 2008 Land’s End the Fiat started 
shedding oil from the rear main at an 
unsustainable rate and then decide to 
cut out at particularly inopportune 
moments (by now a not unknown 
problem) Stopping and blowing out the 
main jet in freezing conditions in darkest 
night on a very windswept Exmoor 
(several times!) effected only temporary 
cures. (I now suspect the problem was 
electrical) We finally came to a standstill 
in Landkey but managed to restart later 
and limp hesitantly back home to Bude 
to record a very rare retirement. I felt 
that the Fiat had decided it had finally 
had enough! Taking advantage of this 
opportune moment my Fiat friend Rory 
Cole made me an offer I felt I should not 
refuse, which sadly resulted in the end 
of the saga of the Fiat 850 in trials, (and 
the beginning of the saga of the Suzuki 
X90!) 

HNP in its final trialling format  
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Tamar Trial 22nd October 
2017 
by Keith Sanders 
 
  

H aving not been out on many 
events this year it was time to 
get back in to some trials 
again starting with the Tamar. 

With Storm Brian having passed 
through on the Saturday the organisers 
were faced with some pretty soggy 
sections, so I was expecting a pretty 
challenging day from the outset. 
 
After a short drive we arrived at Section 
1, Scarsick with a restart all classes, no 
dramas here with everyone holding on 
to their clean sheets. Section 2, New 
Langleys had been cancelled for cars as 
the entry and exit fields were too wet, so 
next was Section 3, Trevilla. This was 
tougher than previous years with no 
cars going clean and the top performers 
(Paul Merson, Duncan Stephens, Jon 
Moores, Ryan Tonkin and Aaron 
Haizelden) getting 6, with many 
competitors getting caught out by the off
-camber part after the first ramp 
between the 11 and 10 markers. 
 
Next was Section 4, Trencreek which I 
don’t really remember much about but 
appears that all except a couple of cars 
cleaned. After a short drive we arrived 
at Section 5, Crackington with no queue 
for a change! No dramas for us here but 
the cheeky little restart did catch around 
50% of the cars and caused an 
unfortunate early retirement for Phil 
Parker in his Escort when the red-mist 
descended and his diff star/planet 
wheels parted company. 
 
Just along the road then to Section 6, 
Trehole Copse where the normal 
section was far too boggy so was 
replaced with a simple section with a 
ramp at the end.  
 

Section 7, Trehole Grove was a new 
one for me, basically a left turn then 
steep slippery climb to a field at the top. 
A queue started to form as most cars 
would not turn-in and collected 8 points, 
then by taking a straight line and giving 
it the beans could blast their way up to 
the field. Duncan Stephens took an 
alternative line and managed to clean.  
 
Storm Brian may have been the 
previous day but today it was storming 
Brian Andrew who went wide and 
picked a way of cutting the corner, 
romping to a clean. Aaron was able to 
follow a similar successful route but 
when Dave and myself tried the front 
wheels refused to co-operate and we 
collected 8 points. Simon Oates put in a 
sterling effort and was by far the highest 
climbing class 8 scoring 1. 
 
A 9-mile drive took us to Section 8, 
Webworthy which I remember from last 
year, had some very deep tracks. As we 
joined the short queue it was soon 
apparent that someone had got very 
stuck and that someone turned out to be 
Derek Rogers in his Marlin, who was 
totally grounded in deep tracks which 
came up to the centre of his rear 
wheels! With around 10 people pushing/
pulling and with a long rope the car 
would not even budge. Brian Andrew 
reversed his Beetle to try snatching the 
car backwards without success, even 
with 2 cars pulling with 2 ropes there 
was no movement whatsoever, Derek 
was truly planted! 
 
Eventually the section was cancelled 
and competitors were directed along the 
exit route while the marshals went off to 
the nearby farm in search of a very 
large tractor. Brian’s good deed was his 
downfall today and, unfortunately, he 
had to retire shortly afterwards with a 
burned-out clutch. Derek reappeared 
later having dropped quite a long way 
back in the running order, but it was 
good to see that he was able to 
continue. 
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Next was Section 9, Angel Steps, 
previously my nemesis but one I have 
been able to conqueror more 
successfully in the last few years. I was 
a bit shocked to see Duncan coming 
back out of the bottom. We got through 
but made quite hard work of it as my 
tyres were probably a tad too high, 
anyway I was happy to be approaching 
the village hall from the right direction 
again. Dave Haizelden and Bill Bennett 
were unluckily caught out by the final 
hole having successfully got through the 
carnage of both restart areas.  
 
Great climbs here from Aaron Haizelden 
and Nick Symons who made it look 
easy. Craig Allen adopted the strategy 
of taking-off at the class 7 restart and 
landing just after the class 8 restart – 
worked for him but not sure many cars 
would survive! Good climb also for John 
Cox who seems to have finally got to 
grips with the 924 reliability issues – at 
the top I took some time to explain the 
concept of having a mid-way lunch halt! 
 
After a short break we were off again 
towards Section 10, Eastcot Down. A 
level-ish restart for classes 4,5 & 6 
which basically just took away some 
momentum, but a steeper restart for 
classes 7 & 8. From here it was a 2-mile 
drive through the woods to Section 11 
Lew Wood 1. The wet conditions had 
really taken its toll on this section with 
class 8s not even getting to the restart 
and with both Jon Moores and Duncan 
getting stuck against a tree near the 11 
marker the decision was taken to cancel 
the section. 
 
A short run down the track and we 
arrived at Section 11, Lew Wood 2 with 
a restart. Strangely in the wet conditions 
I got further than ever previously, 
powering away from the restart and 
going up over the steep bank was new 
territory for me, so much so that with the 
bonnet pointing upwards I couldn’t see 
the final turn to the left until it was too 
late so picked up a couple of points 

when a clean may have been possible. 
Another diff failure this time Duncan, 
who was part way through fixing it when 
we passed him.  
 
Another short run along the track to 
Section 13, Lew Wood 3 being run by 
the Camel Vale crew, who made it clear 
that if came reversing back down I 
would deserve a smack across the ass - 
thankfully I didn’t need to face the 
consequences!  
 
Following this came Section 14, 
Allerford Steep, which was very long 
with a steep sting in the tail. We worked 
it hard and scored 2, in hindsight a 
couple of pounds less in the tyres may 
have got us a clean, but with such a 
long section there would have been a 
high risk of a puncture.  
 
From here it was to Harts Lane for a 
bumpy observed test then to the very 
popular Park Impossible for the final 
section, where despite bouncing the 
front wheels out of the track after the 
cross-over I still kept it planted enough 
to reach the top. Despite Storm Brian 
some of our very experienced 
competitors such as Dave Haizelden, 
Ian Facey and Ryan Tonkin saw the top 
of Park Impossible for the first time ever! 
 
Congratulations to Ryan Tonkin for 
being overall winner, and to Duncan 
Stephens, James Shallcross, Aaron 
Haizelden, Craig Allen, Colin Jeffery, Bill 
Bennett and Nigel Oakley for taking 
class honours. 
 
A massive thanks to Pete, Simon and all 
of their supporting crew for setting up a 
great trial in such challenging 
conditions, and to all of the marshals 
who came out on the Sunday to make 
running of the event possible. 
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2017 Kyrle Trial, 29th October  
by Mal Allen 
 

W arning, they has changed 
their tactics. 
 
 

Knowing that all trials drivers are polite 
people and will never say no to a lady, it 
is now Pat and not Jonathan that gives 
you the “Thursday Night” ‘phone call 
requesting that you write a report on the 
upcoming weekend trial. You have 
been warned. 
 
So to the trial. It must be said that my 
passenger (sponsor, wife, etc.) thought 
the new format excellent.  
 
5 sections, 1 special test and in the 
riverside pub for a very nice Sunday 
lunch all by 12.45. We even managed to 
get home and abandon the car and 
trailer on the drive in daylight. In fact I 
think I was outside of a glass (or 2) of 
red by 6.00. I don’t suppose I can 
convince any trials organisers to 
continue this format??? 
 
OK, so the truth behind the above, 
naturally, when Pat ‘phoned I was 
happy to agree to write about my Kyrle 
Trial, I just didn’t think it was going to be 
quite so short a report.  
 
As usual, we trailered the Marlin to 
Ross, we were a bit confused to find the 
normal trailer park securely locked, I 
luckily spotted other trials drivers 
parking just around the corner so 
followed suit and parked outside an 
exhaust and tyre depot (I think). Of 
course, if I had read the “Finals” I would 
have known about the new 
arrangements.  
 
The drive down the A40 was quite cool 
but dry, as was the whole event. 
Scrutineering went well (2 bays, very 
efficient). Sign in, check notes and 
amendments on board, buy the 

obligatory bacon roll and coffee and we 
were ready to rock and roll. What could 
go wrong? 
 
I was trying a new mod on the front 
wheel bearing on this event, any Marlin 
owner using Marina front suspension 
will know how difficult it is to set the 
bearings to eliminate play, so I have 
machined some spacers to fit between 
the inner and outer bearings, get it right 
and there is no play at all.  
 
I was interested to see how this fared 
on a trial, it looks like it was a success.  
 
So the first hill - Griffins Grove. A pretty 
standard hill, climbing up the woods 
with a slippery restart. When we got to 
the restart we spun up the wheels until 
the smoke and then backed down. 
Murray tells me he grabbed 2nd gear 
and just inched off the line to clean the 
hill, oh, how I wish I had horse power 
not pony power. 
 
So on to – Goldsmiths. As with 
everybody else in the trial we cleaned 
this hill. 
 
Pill Box -  I seemed to remember that 
this hill had the odd rut or two, so I put 
the tyres up to about 12psi, hoping to 
gain a bit of ground clearance. I think 
the rear wheels lost contact with planet 
Earth around the 3-marker. Luckily, the 
hill is so steep gravity got us rolling back 
down. Reading the results there were 9 
cleans on this hill (20 psi next year?) 
 
Jack and Jill - such simple gentle 
names for such scary hills. Both hills 
have a 90-degree corner immediately 
after the start, this is the first challenge. 
 
 Jack, no restart so we scrabbled 
around the corner to a 2 and a reverse 
of shame. 
 
 Jill. With a restart, we got off the restart 
only to stop at the 5-marker, another 
reverse of shame. 
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I’m not sure if it was on Jack or Jill but 
the roots and rocks were throwing the 
car and occupants quite high I had the 
steering wheel to hold on to, not sure 
what Donny used to keep herself in the 
car! Maybe it was her horse riding skills. 
Tys Trek - I really enjoyed this hill, hard 
work for both driver and bouncer, but 
we cleaned it. We were feeling quite 
happy on the way down. 
 
This feeling continued on to the special 
test. The results show we did the fastest 
time in our class.  It probably helped 
that we were able to watch Dudley 
attempt the test, so we knew we just 
had to do what he did. 
 
Pludds - I have got off the restart only 
once on this hill. There is a large rock 
just where the restart is set (funny that), 
anyway, this year the restart was a 
couple of feet lower (I think). So we 
trundle up to the restart, drop the clutch 
and move a bit, the wheels spin, the 
revs rise, I can hear the rev limiter doing 
its thing but we stop, I dip the clutch and 
it wants to go, I dip it again and again it 
wants to go so one more time I dip the 
clutch this time does go, it goes BANG.  
 
The revs are still revving and the car 
rolls back until I hit the brakes, I glance 
to my right and casually say to a 
spectating Andrew Brown “That’s not 
good”. He slowly nods agreement. So 
we roll/push the car back to the car park 
by the access lane and ponder what to 
do now. 
 
I suggest to Donny that Pete Hart is just 
over the road spectating and could she 
go get him hoping he will run me back 
to the trailer park. Andrew having 
followed/helped us down the hill, offers 
to drive me to the trailer park if we don’t 
find Pete. 10 minutes later Donny 
appears along with Pete, Donny 
mentions that she had to ford a stream 
and climb a small mountain to reach the 
“other side of the road” apparently this  

 
was my fault! Anyway Pete dropped me 
back in Ross where I retrieved the 
trailer and tow car, he also pointed out 
on the map where I had left Donny and 
the Marlin, I had little idea where it was. 
Do other driver find they have no idea 
where they are when trialling? 
 
I get back to the car just as the 
marshals are clearing up, thanks for all 
the offers of help to put the car on the 
trailer, much appreciated. So with the 
car tied down and trialling clothes off we 
sit in the car and the thought pops into 
my head “Sunday Lunch” Oh yes!!!! 
 
Now whilst we were enjoying our “roast 
beef with all the fixins” the rest of the 
entry were still battling it out on the hills. 
So congratulations to the following for 
some outstanding performances. 
 
Ian Facey !st overall (In a class 5!!!) Ray 
Ferguson, Dean Partington, Dave 
Hazelden, Richard Hayward, Andrew 
Marfell and Craig Allen for winning their 
respective classes. 
 
Also congratulations to Ross and 
District MC for putting on another great 
trial (at least what I saw of it). Thanks to 
all the marshals and others that helped 
me recover the car. 
 
P.S. On stripping the diff I found the 
pinion pin snapped in two, one of the 
pinion gears in several pieces and three 
other gears missing teeth. Thanks to 
Pete Hart for supplying me with his 
spare diff pin and Richard Houlgate for 
some interesting reading and contacts 
regarding trial diffs. 
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The 2017 Kyrle by Ian Davis 
 

O ctober 29th saw the 40th 
running of Ross & District 
MC’s Kyrle Trial, the second 
time it has run in the autumn 

to avoid goshawks nesting in the 
woodlands near The Pludds. The first 
autumn running of the event saw a 
somewhat reduced entry but this year, 
with the addition of a clubman class, the 
entry recovered somewhat to almost 50. 
October and November are very busy in 
the trials calendar but after a superb 
event this year let’s hope word gets 
around and entries recover further in 
2018. 
 
The start was at the familiar northbound 
Symond’s Yat services on the A40 and 
Dave Cook captured a long line up of 
trials irons parked up whilst drivers and 
passengers enjoyed breakfast and 
signing on. Starting position on the 
Kyrle is related to previous year 
performance so Gary Browning was due 
out first in his smart Golf powered 
Fugitive. Tris White, second in class 8 
last year, was out spectating this year 
so I was second on the road 
accompanied by my father in law Mike 
aged 83. He says he’s going to retire 
from bouncing when we win – luckily 
there is no upper age limit in classic 
trials! 
 
Having stayed with the in laws on the 
edge of the Brecon Beacons we drove 
the 20 or so miles cross country and as 
we turned off the A40 into the services 
the engine on the Buggy died. As the 
scrutineering area was uphill we needed 
a push from Paul and Nick to gain our 
place in the queue and then a bump 
start. Once the engine had cooled off a 
little over breakfast it fired up on the 
starter in time for the start of the trial 
proper. This was to set the pattern for 
the day with the Buggy persistently 
struggling to start when hot.  
 
The first sections saw us return back 
down the A40 into Wales and into the 

very steep woodland on the west side of 
the Wye Valley. The first section 
Griffith’s Grove was making a return 
after a couple of year’s rest but was 
pretty dry and caused little trouble, other 
than for class 6, all of whom were 
unable to get away from the restart. 
 
A mile or so of tracks through the woods 
led us past the top of Pill Box, one of 
the Kyrle’s super-steep signature hills 
but it was Goldsmith’s that we tackled 
next. Again, the relative dryness meant 
that most competitors reached the foot 
of Pill Box penalty free. Not so many 
would remain penalty free after Pill Box 
with three quarters of the entry stopping 
either on the deep ruts on the lower 
slopes or on the rocky and steep upper 
slopes. Notable climbs here from Ian 
Facey and Dave Hazelden in class 5, 
Ade Marfell in class 6 and Dudley in 
class 7 and Ryan Tonkin in the Zetec 
powered Baja in clubman class 7. Most 
notable failure was the 1 dropped by the 
Bartlett Canon resulting from a broken 
half shaft and subsequent retirement. 
Bill & Liz Bennet also went very close to 
getting out the top dropping just 1 point 
in their immaculate MG J2. 
 
A scenic drive up the Wye Valley, over 
Kerne Bridge and back down the Wye 
enjoying the unseasonably mild weather 
led to Jack and Jill, two more of the 
event’s signature steep sections.  
 
It’s almost 30 years since my first Kyrle 
and it’s fair to say Jack and Jill remain 
as challenging now as they were then – 
a feat which not many sections could 
claim. Jack has become rougher, 
particularly at the bottom meaning you 
need to tip toe over the holes before 
you can really gain momentum. Then, 
particularly if you and your passenger 
(or perhaps your car) are heavily 
ballasted, you need to try and gain 
momentum whilst keeping your front 
wheels near enough to the ground to 
steer. Judging by Dave Cook’s excellent 
pictures Marks Linforth & Hobbs 
completely failed on the keeping the 
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front wheels on the ground aspect but 
somehow reached the section ends to 
record one of only four cleans on the 
section. They were in elite company 
joined only by class 8 winner Dean 
Partington, class 7 winner Ray 
Ferguson in his Liege and Mike 
Chatwin. We dropped our first two 
points of the trial here, giving us the 
delights of backing down.  
 
Jill, just a few yards along the track has 
changed less than Jack over the years 
and so features a restart for classes 7 
and 8. Whilst this makes gaining 
enough momentum to get out the top 
difficult it was this year also a tricky 
restart in itself with a lot of those 
attempting the restart getting no further. 
We made it to the 4 which we were 
pretty pleased with given the amount of 
leaves we were faced with as an early 
number. Only a handful went one better 
to score 3 including Craig Allen in the 
1300 Beetle, Rich Hayward in the smart 
Escort estate and Mark Smith in the big 
Beetle. 
 
The buggy engine was definitely getting 
a bit testy after the road mileage and 
these two sections but a bit of a wait 
and a steep downhill leading to Ty’s 
Trek allowed us to bump start. Ty’s Trek 
is in the same complex as Jack, Jill and 
the infamous Pludds but is different in 
character being a forest climb over bare 
earth and roots under dark trees. Did I 
mention the gradient? Most Kyrie hills 
are steep but this one has a super-
steep section which caused Paul and 
Nick in the ex-works Shopland special a 
bit of a moment and the loss of 9 points. 
Matt Facey suffered a similar loss of 
points in his new BMW on steroids, this 
time a compact 3 series.  
 
Following on from Ty’s Trek on the 
same side of the road as The Pludds 
was the first Special Test. A relief from 
steep slopes and a chance to blow out 
any remaining cobwebs with a very 
long, straight A to B, back over B stop 
astride C test. Back down the track to 

the Pludds itself where the Buggy 
disgraced itself again boiling its fuel 
whilst I adjusted the tyre pressures. 
After a bit of a cool down and having 
found a bit of a slope we managed to 
get it going again only to fail, like most 
of class 8 at the restart. Like Jack and 
Jill, the Pludds remains as much of a 
challenge today as it did 30 years ago 
although a 15 psi tyre pressure limit for 
class 8 certainly adds to the difficulty for 
us. This year 12 saw the top of the 
section, the top 10 overall and the two 
big engine Beetles of Mark Smith and 
Derek Thomson. They were joined in 
the clubman’s class by Ryan Tonkin 
and Mark Linforth. 
 
The Clerks of the Course are 
particularly blessed with the restart area 
here as they have about 15 yards to 
play with, littered with huge rock steps, 
some slippery and moss covered, the 
rest covered in mud and leaves. This 
year the restart was lower than usual 
meaning that even if you managed to 
move off the line you still had a 
challenge climbing the steps. Norton 
Selwood’s excellent videos show the 
few successes and many failures. Dean 
Partington was bemoaning his luck on 
this hill at the bottom but managed a 
clean climb through swiftly changing 
into second gear on the restart and 
parking his right foot in the chainsaw 
position. Other impressive climbs here 
came from Craig Allen and Sam Holmes 
in 1300 Beetles, Rich Hayward in the 
Escort and Ray Ferguson in the 
supercharged Liege easing his way off 
the restart on his way to second overall. 
 
Some road mileage took us to one of 
last year’s new finds, Barnhill, which 
despite its impressive gradient was 
pretty dry under the trees and did little 
to trouble the scorers. A few more road 
miles took us to the woods close to the 
old lunch stop. First up here was 
Snompers, a long forestry track with a 
boggy section after the initial rise 
followed by an increasing gradient on a 
long right hander. As last year the 
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boggy section featured the class 8 
restart. Gary Browning didn’t seem to 
get far here and fearing it was as sticky 
last year I decided full bore in second 
gear and steering away from the mud 
was the best approach. It turned out 
there was a lot more grip than last year 
and the buggy shot off the restart line 
and via a somewhat zig-zag route to the 
top of the climb. Only half a dozen failed 
the hill, so most competitors enjoyed 
seeing their second section ends board 
in a row. 
 
A short section of forestry track to 
Barty’s Bank saw a reversal of fortunes. 
Whilst most forestry tracks had been 
relatively dry Barty’s Bank seemed to 
have a serious leak in it this year and 
was extremely boggy in the lower 
reaches meaning that many didn’t 
manage to get to the restart area. This 
has always been by a tree root which is 
followed by a right / left and then a 
return to the original track up an 
increasing gradient. In earlier years the 
restart was wide enough that it was 
relatively easy to take a wide line 
around the root but this year the restart 
was much more tightly defined. As a 
result, all were faced with the challenge 
of climbing over the sizable root at the 
restart. Only two from class 8 managed 
to climb over the root but unfortunately 
for both Mike Chatwin in his Wasp and 
Terry Hart in the clubman’s Troll both 
brushed the restart board on their way 
through, incurring the same penalty as 
the rest of us stuck on the root. 
 
A few more road miles led to Cannop 
Ponds, more Forestry Commission land 
with three more sections to tackle. 
Three sections to tackle here with the 
first, Wall Springs, being a very gentle 
meander up a well surfaced track giving 
all but three competitors an easy climb. 
The second, Jacob’s Ladder, was a 
different prospect – a very long climb on 
a looser surface with a varying gradient 
and a restart for class 8. Whilst the 
restart was straightforward the section 
has a sting in the tail with a very steep 

and wetter final section and many 
weren’t carrying enough momentum to 
get out the top leading to a lot of 1s and 
2s being dropped. 
 
Along the track half a mile or so to 
Blaize, a climb up what was once a 
grassy firebreak between trees but is 
now more open after tree-felling. It’s 
also more rutted than it used to be with 
many getting crossed up on the 
approach to and through the restart 
area. Despite this the dry conditions 
meant most of the entry went out the 
top. And so to the final section. The 
Kyrle seems to have quite a choice of 
less steep but very muddy long climbs in 
this section of woodlands, with 
Shapridge giving an epic ending to the 
2016 event. This year’s choice, 
Abenhall, was much drier but many of 
those restarting were caught out by the 
muddy section after the restart 
particularly if they chose the wrong line. 
Paul Merson and Gary Browning were 
both caught stopping by the watchful 
eye of Richard Andrews, organizer of 
the first Kyrle trial in 1977 and still 
actively involved in running the event 40 
years on. 
 
With the relatively dry conditions, 
compact route and excellent 
organization all competitors were signed 
off and results published back in the 
Ross club house by mid-afternoon. Ian 
Facey was overall winner of the event in 
his class 5 BMW Z3 dropping 5 points 
with Ray Ferguson a close second, only 
two points behind in his Liege. Third and 
fourth place were decided by special 
test times with Dean Partington pipping 
Dave Hazelden in the Scimitar. Class 3 
and sixth place overall went to Richard 
Hayward proving Escorts are still 
competitive when given a chance. Class 
4 saw perhaps the fiercest battle with 
Craig Allen, Sam Holmes and Tony 
Young battling it out all day and only 
separated by three points at the finish. 
We managed second in class 8 behind 
Dean so have another early number to 
look forward to next year.  
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Mark Linforth & Mark Hobbs, 
MG Spl on Jack 
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Allen,  
VW Beetle  
on Jack 
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Reliant Scimitar  

on Blaize 
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Steve Knight Tarka Report 
19/11/2017 

 

T his year for the Tarka we 
managed to get the Hardy date, 
which worked well for us, apart 
from the daylight hours being 

shorter. We had a good entry with four 
sidecars, twenty-seven solos and twenty
-two cars. This was a championship 
event for bikes and cars. 
 
0900: The sidecars get the event rolling, 
off to section one: Kingscott. Not too 
many problems here; only one sidecar, 
one solo and one car losing marks, a 
nice gentle start to the day. The solos 
went on to Heaton, these were trials 
marking sections, sections 2, 3 and 4; a 
rocky, washed out gully. Sections 2 and 
3 proved to be more friendly this year, 
with section 4 taking the most marks. 
On to Sugworthy field, the clubs own 
venue, section 5, Foxy Copse. This 
section always takes marks off of the 
whole field and it did not disappoint this 
year, catching out half the solos and half 
the cars. 
 
Section 6: Badger's Last Stand, we 
made this section tighter this year, 
which caught out nine solos and four 
cars. On to Sugworthy Test; because of 
the rain on Saturday evening, the field 
was very slippery, and on this slalom 
test a gentle throttle control was in order 
here to keep your traction on the grass. 
Nine miles up the road to section eight: 
Spittle One, this section is one of our 
point takers and did not disappoint, 
taking marks off of all but four cars, two 
sidecars and nine solos. A very good 
section to clean.  
 
Across the stream to section nine: 
Spittle Two, there was a restart on this 
section for everyone except for classes 
D, 1 and 2. This proved to be quite 
difficult for the solos, taking marks off 
over half the field, but not so for the 
cars, only catching out one of them, and 

that was a class 6!! Four miles up the 
road to section ten: Oakwell, we had a 
tractor on standby for this section as it 
had been washed out quite badly during 
the autumn months. Unfortunately, the 
tractor driver was called out on an 
urgent job, so we cancelled this section 
for the cars. All but five of the solos and 
one sidecar failed to clean the section. 
 
The solos went on to section 11: 
Cawsey, This section was cleaned by 
fourteen of the solos, in past years it 
has been a big point taker, but not so 
this year. On to the lunch break at 
Roger's Garage to refuel man/woman 
and machine. After the twenty minute 
lunch break, it was on to Holdridge. The 
first section in this group was for solos 
only, up a rocky stream and then a 
muddy gully, not too many problems 
here.  
 
Holdridge Two was a very tricky section 
for everyone, a separate start line for 
the solos around a boggy right-hand 
turn and up a bank to join the main part 
of the section, with only three solos 
cleaning the section. As for the cars and 
sidecars, this was a very testing section 
with a restart for classes 7 and 8. This 
was where Paul Merson blew his diff, 
getting himself off the restart. The best 
score was a 2 from the overall winner of 
the cars, Stuart Green and Melanie 
Oliver. 
 
On to Holdridge Three and Four, these 
were two new sections on a grass bank, 
when we set them out on the Thursday, 
the track leading up to these sections 
was nice and firm, but because of the 
rain on Saturday, it became impossible 
for the cars, so had to be cancelled for 
them. The sidecars found Holdridge 
Three quite testing but not so for the 
solos. Holdridge Four, the solos made 
light work of this section along with the 
sidecars. Four miles up the road to 
section fifteen: Highbray. This hill is one 
of the best in North Devon, when dry it 
can be very friendly and grippy, but not 
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today. It was as wet and slippery as a 
slippery thing that was really slippery. 
Only five of the cars made it to the top 
of the section, with only six of the solos 
being unpenalised. 
 
Four miles up the road to the 
penultimate group of sections; Beccott. 
Section 16 was solos only, in and out of 
the stream, this only caught out seven 
of the solos. On to Lewis Bank One, 
solos only. This was an off camber, 
grassy, zig-zag climb, and took marks 
off eleven of the solos.  
 
Lewis Bank Two, a straight up climb on 
grass for the sidecars and car classes. 
The best of the sidecars was Geoff 
Westcott on one and the overall class 8 
car of Stuart Green on one. Section 20, 
Beccott Track; this was a breeze for the 
cars, only taking marks off Tom Moore's 
bog standard Micra. This was Tom and 
Abi's first trial and they did very well to 
finish the event. The sidecars faired 
50/50 with two fails and two cleans. As 
for the solos taking the middle line of 
the track, which as very muddy, it took 
marks off twelve of them.  
 
A ten-minute drive to our last section of 
the day, Hurscott. There was a restart 
for everyone except for D, 1 and 2. This 

was a busy section for our tractor driver, 
towing up six of the cars. It also took 
marks off five solos and two sidecars. 
Back to the start area at Cedar's to sign 
off and relax. 
 
Top sidecar crew was Steve Urell and 
Julie Williams on 22. Ben Dyer had a 
fantastic ride on his father's Beta Alp, he 
never put a foot wrong all day, finishing 
on 0. Overall car, Stuart Green and 
Melanie Oliver had an excellent drive to 
finish on 4. 
 
It's always difficult to know how to set 
the severity of the sections according to 
the weather conditions, however from 
looking at these results, we did not get it 
far wrong. 
  
We would like to say a big thank you to 
our marshals, most of them did one 
morning and one afternoon section. To 
Howard Dark for managing signing on/
off. To Arnie Martin for stepping in as 
scrutineer for the cars. And to all the 
competitors for making the event a 
success. 
 
The Team 
Becey, Chris and Mick 

Tarka Trial 19th November 
2017 by Dan Barratt 
 

I t started with eBay. I was after a 
change from my Bullet, one evening 
I was idly browsing eBay for a well 
sorted, together, ready-to-ride 

interesting trials bike. The Matchless 
looked good so I placed a bid only to be 
out bid in the dying moments … then a 
week later I got a second chance offer. 
Some negotiation later I was the owner 
of a not very well sorted not-at-all ready 
to ride interesting trials bike. Still it was 
a bargain as I’d negotiated 1,000 
pounds off the winning bid. 
 

Several months and 1,000 pounds later 
I was the owner of a quite well sorted 
running Matchless G80. It turns out that 
it had not run for 30 years or so. 
Someone had spent a lot of time 40 or 
50 years ago setting it up nicely as a 
trials bike, but it had suffered since 
being retired and had needed a lot of 
tinkering.  
 
The Tarka Trial was my incentive for 
getting the Matchless running properly, 
a deadline to keep me in the garage 
late at night. It did require quite a lot of 
work as it turned out. I was expecting to 
win the trial of course – 70 year old bike 
dug out of a shed after 30 years of 
living with chickens and going on to win 
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a trial first time out against modern 
bikes. It didn’t quite materialise like that. 
In reality I would have been actually 
happy to finish, but that didn’t quite 
materialise either.  
 
I entered with my friend Toby. Toby’s 
got a 1980s Honda XL250. That was an 
eBay bargain, it was listed under 
“motorbike manuals” which is probably 
why he won it for 300 pounds. It has had 

its moments of roadside assistance, but 
it does sometimes get to the other end 
of a trial. 

It wasn’t the easiest trial we soon 
discovered. It was a little muddy in 

places and on the slippery side. I also 
found out that when the Matchless was 
pushed hard – up a muddy slippery 
slope for example – it got quite hot and 
bothered. It would get to the top OK, on 
occasion requiring the aid of the odd 
foot, and on one occasion requiring the 
get-off-and-run-alongside-it technique 
but would miss when the revs dropped, 
then cut out and be exceedingly difficult 
to start . All it took was an insulating 
spacer between the head and carb to 

sort it out but 
unfortunately that was 
only sorted after the trial. 
 
Sections with some 
roadwork between were 
alright as it would cool 
down again between 
sections, but after lunch 
when we got to the 
sections in the woods 
with several sections 
close together we 
decided to call it quits.  

It was actually quite 
pleasant to relax while 
the Matchless cooled 
down, and we began to 
see the attraction in 
marshalling. Watching 
the bikes was interesting 
and educational – a 
good way to learn and 
pick up tips from 
watching others. 
Watching the cars was 
thoroughly entertaining. 
 
I’ve always ridden bikes 
on trials. I have no idea 
how the cars, or 
sidecars, manage to 

clear anything. I prefer riding bikes, but 
the cars are more entertaining to watch 
so I’m (almost) glad I clapped out and 
finally watched some cars trialing.  (see 
over!) 

Toby and some great scenery 
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In the end it took two ropes and 
about 8 blokes to get No 36 out 
the river. 

 

(Photos by Dan Barratt) 

 

 

 

Turning a car with a broken 
gearbox 180 degrees was also 
worth stopping to see  

 
 
 
Even if the cars didn’t 
end up in the river they 
were great to watch. 
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The Steve Knight Tarka Trial 
– 19th November by  
Stuart Holton   
 

T he term trial aptly describes 
what we do insofar as we are 
always experimenting with 
ballast and suspension to try to 

improve grip particularly on muddy 
forest sections but unfortunately we 
seem to have had a few too many 
errors. We’ve been reluctant to buy new 
tyres until we could work out what use 
in the place of the Khumo KL78s and 
this has meant on the last few trials 
running some very worn tyres (excuses, 
excuses). A couple of days before the 
Tarka my co-driver Taggie spent a few 
hours re-ballasting the car and fiddling 
with the suspension and first 
impressions driving to The Cedars the 
car felt much better on the road.  
 
Our first challenge at scrutineering was 
the diff test or not so much the test but 
working out how to drive off the rollers. 
Our start time duly arrived and we set 
off for the first section Kings Cott the 
very rough stone track near New Bridge 
Bishops Tawton. With good traction at 
the start Suzie was away and we soon 
popped out the top for a clear. Next up 
were the two sections in the copse at 
Sugworthy where the most difficult thing 
was picking a route across the field 
without disappearing in a bog which I’m 
pleased to report we managed. 
Unfortunately things didn’t go quite so 
well in Foxy Copse we were successful 
at negotiating the left hand bend after 
the start but didn’t have enough speed 
to get over the hump and bottomed out 
in the pits left by the cars that had gone 
before us scoring an 8.  
 
The next section Badger’s Last Stand 
was very tight and we just managed to 
get around without hitting any trees to 
score another clear. The next challenge 
was to get back through the bog to the 
special test which was a route from a 

standing start around a series of cones 
stopping astride the final pair. This 
might not sound too difficult but the cars 
ahead of us had left the circuit boggy 
and chewed up so there was only one 
option and that was to swing wide on 
the bends and hope we could keep 
going. We were a little slower than 
some cars that had gone before us but 
we certainly weren’t the slowest.  
 
Next up were a couple of sections near 
Spittle Farm, Kings Nympton where we 
were given the impossible task of trying 
to manoeuvre around two trees. I know 
it sounds easy, but it involved turning 
right and dropping off the track with one 
of the front wheels hanging in thin air 
and hoping we could hit the ground and 
turn back left-handed over the track up 
a bank and around the next tree 
unfortunately we bellied out again and 
scored a 6. Spittle two involved a tricky 
little re-start halfway up the track but 
with our re-arranged ballast we had 
enough grip and soon popped out the 
end for another clear. Next up was 
Cawsey but sadly due to the lack of a 
tow vehicle the section had to be 
cancelled for cars. After a quick lunch it 
was off to Holdridge 2 where even 
some of the class 8s were struggling 
we chose the wrong approach by trying 
to go slowly and soon lost traction and 
scored a 9.  
 
The weather got the better of Holdridge 
3 & 4 which were cancelled and so it 
was off to Highbray to attempt the 
restart. Highbray is never easy and with 
a difficult restart it meant we had to take 
a 6 and reverse back down to the start 
and head for Lewis bank at Gunn 
where a sea of mud awaited. One of 
the X90’s nemesis is mud so we gave it 
our best shot but the section was 
already trashed by the time we arrived 
and managed to just get off the start 
and through the gateway and lost 
traction taking our worst score of the 
day 11!  
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The 71st Allen Trial 26th 
November by  Stuart Holton 
 

O ur allotted start time of 
9:41am meant we needed to 
arrive no later than 9:00am 
for scrutineering and signing 

on plus it would give us time to have a 
quick cuppa and a quick catch up with 
fellow competitors before setting off. 
We had been allotted car number 62 
out of 71 meaning we would be running 
near the back of the field where the 
conditions were likely to be more 
challenging. This was our last outing for 
2017 due to work commitments 
clashing with the Camel Classic 
meaning it was also our last opportunity 
to wear out what little tread was left on 
the tyres before they were outlawed.  
 
The first section was Tog Hill a nice 
gentle section that all competitors 
managed to clean giving us all 
optimism for the remainder of the trial, 
but this was short lived when we scored 
a 6 on Bitton Lane where we were 
unable to get off the restart. Another 
clear at Uplands was quickly obscured 
when I adopted the wrong tactics at 
Guys Hill thinking a slow and steady 

take off was the way to go only to lose 
traction as soon as we met the 
resistance of a tree root resulting in an 
11!  
 
With another clear at Travers and a 
couple of 4’s at Ubley Wood 1 & 2 we 
were undone again by the restart at 
Burledge having chosen the wrong 
place to stop and struggling to grip 
were unable to get over the ledge 
without a run at it. Another driver error 
at Fry’s Bottom 1 resulted in me stalling 
the car at the 1 marker as I slowed to 
avoid a tree.  
 
We experienced a little delay at Fry’s 
Bottom 2 when Jeremy Salter decided 
to try to get a better start position and 
rolled back off the road into a ditch (see 
photo) we opted for a more traditional 
start (on the track) but couldn’t progress 
beyond a 6 due to the state of the 
section left by the 60 cars ahead of us 
and with a similar story at Fry’s Bottom 
3 resulting in us taking a 5.  
 
With a clear on the final section John 
Walker we finished on a high that was 
until we came to inflate the tyres only to 
discover we had a puncture in the 
offside rear. In summary where we 

Thankfully our fortune improved and we 
managed a clear on Beccott track and 
then headed for the last section at 
Hurscott. Hurscott as a track has been 
deteriorating over the last couple of 
years and in an effort to fill in some very 
deep ruts a local farmer had kindly 
placed some six-inch concrete blocks in 
the bottom.  
 
This probably seemed like a good idea 
to the farmer at the time but 
unfortunately for us we were to follow a 
couple of Peugeot 205s that managed 
to dig them out again and leave them in 
our path needles to say they soon 
impeded our momentum. To make 
matters worse the very helpful marshal 
at the top of the section then proceeded 

to walk down and remove them thus 
clearing the passage for the next 
vehicle with the result being we scored 
a 7 and the car behind a 3 and making 
matters worse moving us from third to 
fourth in class by one point. I did report 
the incident but have to say there’s 
nothing in the regs to say the marshal 
shouldn’t do what he did in the interest 
of safety so we had to accept the final 
result.  
 
I would like to say a big thank you to the 
organisers, the marshals who gave up 
their Sunday and the organisers who 
had the foresight to cancel sections that 
were impossible on the day as these 
can cause very long delays and make 
life difficult for all.  
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Allen Trial 2017  
by Mike Wills 
 

W hen I lived in Bristol I heard 
about the Allen Trial but 
somehow never managed 
to investigate further due to 

work etc. 
 
I had however ridden some of the 
sections in long distance motorcycle 
trials on my B40 BSA so had some idea 
of what to expect. We entered last year 
but were bugged by fuel starvation 
problems which preoccupied us. 
 
 
So, we returned this year hoping for a 
better day. My two sons passengered in 
the Beetle. 
 
We decided to trailer the car to the start 
on the morning of the event so left home 
just after 6 am to arrive at the field for 
scrutineering in plenty of time. 
 
The car was unloaded and we went to 
be scrutineered which was quick and 

efficient, followed by a short drive to the 
Bull Inn to sign on and breakfast, bacon 
rolls. 
 
The day was dry if a little cold. 
 
After looking round the other cars 
waiting to start it was soon our turn and 
after a few miles we arrived at the first 
section. 
 
Tog Hill had a surface of wet stones but 
caused no problems. We made our way 
to the next section and the traffic 
increased as there was an event at 
Bitton Railway, we turned off the main 
road to Bitton Lane, another traditional 
section but with a restart for classes 3-7. 
Having stopped high on the right-hand 
side I thought we would be ok but as we 
moved off the rear of the car spun round 
and we ended up sideways across the 
restart line, our first penalty. Alan 
Spencer told me later he stopped on the 
restart assuming class 8 had to do every 
restart, so also a penalty. 
 
Onward through Keynsham to Big 
Uplands. There were several large 

lacked grip we more than made up for in 
determination but unfortunately there 
are no points for wanting to do better, 
so we’ll be back in Nov 2018 to give the 
Allen another go. 
 
Having served a three-year 
apprenticeship in class 5 we have 
decided to try our luck in class 8 driving 
a Salamander.  
 
We’d like to thank everyone for their 
camaraderie throughout the season 
Taggie and I have had a tremendous 
amount of fun and having served a 
three-year apprenticeship in class 5 we 
are looking forward to competing in 
2018 in class 8, “onwards and 
upwards”! 

Jeremy Salter, X90 
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2017 Allen Trial photographs on Guy’s by Duncan Stephens 

Dudley Sterry, MG J2 

Tim Nayler, BMW 23 

Ryan Eamer, Cannon 
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puddles on the approach and I expected 
it to be very muddy, but it was another 
traditional lane which was climbed 
without any problem. 
 
Guys Hill was the next section, again 
wet with loose stones and a large que 
suggesting it was going to be difficult. 
Several cars had difficulty getting to the 
start line. 
 
Like most we set off well but could not 
find any grip on the restart. One in class 
7 and five in class 8 cleared the hill. We 
took the escape road via the field on the 
left which was very muddy. 
 
A 10-mile drive through Chew Valley 
took us to Travers Hill, another lane with 
a mixture of wet stones and mud with 
splendid views over Chew Valley Lake. 
We spent some time chatting with John 
Looker in another Beetle hoping to gain 
a few tips. Once again we failed the 
restart despite my passengers best 
efforts. 
 
We followed the track to the next 2 
sections Ubley Wood, but not a tree in 
sight on top of the hill again with great 
views over the valley. These 2 sections 
and the special test are on mud and 
grass and subdivided. Not expecting to 
do well I was happy with a score of 3 on 
both. The observed test was on top of a 
muddy bank and it would be easy to 
overdo it and slid down the slope after 
Line B so slow and steady here. 
 
Then it was on to the lunch stop at the 
picnic area at Chew Valley Lake and 
fish and chips. Thirty minutes soon 
passed and it was on to the next 
section, Burledge ,which has a long 
history of being used in classic trials and 
is a long stoney climb with a lower 
restart for us which was no problem and 
a higher restart for class 8 which proved 
to be more of a challenge.  
 
After 5 road miles we arrived at Fry’s 
Bottom Woods with 3 subdivided 
sections and 2 restarts for us. These 
were very muddy climbs, but we 

cleaned the first and scored 3 and 4 on 
the next 2 sections which I was happy 
with. The difficult part was reversing 
down having failed on wet mud, but the 
marshals were very helpful and we 
avoided any mishaps. The second 
special test was straight forward. 
 
The route then took us around the 
outskirts of Bath and up to the top of 
Landsdown Hill and onto the last 
section, John Walker. We were given a 
number on arrival to ensure everyone 
attempted the hill in order of arrival 
which worked well. 
 
The hill itself starts with a ford and then 
a rutted track with some large holes and 
the last part was more mud, we cleaned 
it without too much drama but when 
pumping up the tyres at the top air was 
coming out as quick as it was going in 
so a change of wheel was required.  
 
With the light fading it was back to the 
finish via back lanes avoiding the main 
road traffic which was a problem last 
year. We signed off and collected out 
finishers certificates. I decided not to 
hang around as I was concerned about 
getting off the trailer park field. 
 
We loaded up just as it was getting dark 
and with lots of wheel spin from our front 
wheel drive tow car just managed to get 
out of the field and on to the road. 
 
Pete and Carlie Hart and their team put 
on a great event in the classic trial style 
which was obviously very popular with 
71 entries with 5 in class 2, 3 in class 
3,all BMWs, 3 class 4 Beetles, 20 in 
class 5 with a majority of X90s but also 
BMW Z3, MG Miget, and Reliant 
Simitars, 7 class 6 Beetles, 15 in class 7  
and 18 in class 8. 

A good selection of cars tackling a good 
selection of sections and an excellent 
route. Many thanks for all the hard work 
put in to make a very enjoyable day. 
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The Neil Wescott Memorial 
Road Trial, 26th November  
by Mick Jeffreys 
 

N ovember again, and another 
year nearly over! However, the 
good news it was once again 
time to load up the van and set 

off for Minehead and one of my favourite 
events of the year. 
 
The trial, now in its 27th year was 
initiated by Geoff Westcott and the 
Exmoor Motor Club, following the tragic 
death of his son Neil in a motorcycling 
accident in 1990. 
 
This popular event always attracts a 
healthy entry (120 competitors this year) 
ranging from sidecar outfits and trail 
bikes, through to ‘pre-65’ machines. 
(Pukka one-day trials bikes are allowed 
to enter, but only on a ‘no award’ basis. 
 
The club’s emphasis is on providing an 
enjoyable day’s sport and to this end the 
event’s friendly, laid back atmosphere, 
combined with a good balance between 
course length and section difficulty, all 
set against the backdrop of beautiful 
Exmoor scenery, ensures that 
competitors should be able to end the 
day with a smile on their faces. 
 
All the 17 observed sections are of the 
‘no look’ type, and marked throughout 
by numbered cards, which simplifies 
scoring and helps to keep the trial 
flowing, with little or no queuing. A 
single timed special test is included 
early in the day. 
 
The club enjoys the co-operation of 
many local farmers, whose land, apart 
from being the location for several 
sections, often provides the link 
between the numerous byways, forest 
tracks and open cross-country routes 
used to keep the actual road mileage to 
a minimum on the 70-mile course. 
 

Weather conditions on the day were 
good, if a bit chilly, for the 8.00 am start, 
but the first five sections, all grouped 
together in BRATTON WOODS only 3 
miles away soon warmed everyone up. 
 
Then it was on to BAKER’S FARM, with 
its long serpentine course made 
especially treacherous by the recent 
heavy rain. A long rocky track now led to 
the special test at SLOWLEY FARM, 
followed by MADDOCKS, a 
straightforward climb, but on very boggy 
ground.  
 
ALLERCOTT, a fairly tight section in 
woodland and BRUCE’S, more 
progressive climbs were next, leading 
by another green lane to 
HANNYCOMBE. This usually very tight 
section had been re-sited, and was 
slightly easier than before, but it still cost 
me seven marks (Hey, ho!) The garage 
at Wheddon Cross now provided top-
ups for both machine and rider, before 
tackling sections at BURROWS and 
LEIGH FARM. 
 
SETFOLD ROCKS. This should be re-
named STETFOLD ROOTS, since a 
profusion of these slimy items provided 
added excitement to a location that is 
always muddy. 
 
By now the weather had deteriorated, 
and icy rain squall were making things 
unpleasant as we crossed 
STONEDOWN (a section which sadly 
had to be cancelled this year). So you 
can imagine how welcome were the free 
refreshments, most generously donated 
by April and Delwin Hooper at Broham’s 
Farm – all served up in a heated barn! 
This, combined with the fact that there 
was now serious wind and rain outside, 
made it a difficult decision to leave and 
tackle the last two sections, which were 
now only a short ride away. 
 
BROHAM’S 1 was to provide a 
challenge, not for its entry down a rocky 
gully, but in finding some traction to exit 
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the slippery climb which followed (often 
requiring the help of one or more fellow 
competitors!). BROHAM’S 2 supplied a 
slightly less fraught finish to events, 
before the descent of Porlock Hill and 
the short run back into Minehead. 
 
The ‘hard-luck’ award should go to 
Roger Ashby who, like me, made the 
journey down from Buckinghamshire, 
only to have his AJS expire before the 
first section. He then spent the rest of 
the day chasing around the countryside 
in his van trying to get ahead of his 
AMOC companions to spectate. 

 
Finally all thanks must go to the Exmoor 
Club officials and observers for staging 
such an enjoyable event. The Elicombe 
Rugby Club for providing the start/finish 
venue, and in particular to Dave Dyer, 
who gave so much assistance to Geoff 
in setting out the course. If you have 
never entered this trial, or are new to the 
sport, it is certainly one to put on your ‘to 
do’ list. 

Camel Classic Trial,  
3rd December 2017 
by Keith Sanders 
 

S o for the final event of 2018 we 
have the Camel Classic, a 
tough event which attracts a 
good calibre of entrants. My 

daughter Jess asked to passenger for 
me saying “It never quite feels like 
winter until I’ve done a cold trial” and 
she was not disappointed. With a 3-
minute gap between competitors and a 
20-minute gap after class 8 it meant our 
start time was 11:05. It felt very strange 
still being at home 75 miles away at 
8:30am and I’m sure I’m not the only 
one who double and triple checked their 
final instructions that morning! 
 
Following a similar format to last year 
we headed to Helligan, where this year 
due to forestry work we had just one 
section and an observed test. While 
deflating the tyres I could hear and 
partly see that Aaron and Dave 
Haizelden each had a decent climb, so 
the Scimitar gauntlet had been thrown. I 
hit the hill with too much attack and 
twice bounced out and back in to the 
tracks, which lost me some valuable 
momentum and left me a couple of 
points down. Never mind, plenty of 
sections to make it up. 

When we arrived at Shell Wood there 
was a queue of approx 10 cars which 
had formed earlier when Phil Thomas’ 
Dutton apparently leapt out of the 
tracks, over some big logs and landed 
on at least one tree stump! I had done 
something similar here a few years back 
but clearly not in such great style. 
Despite plenty of manpower they 
couldn’t budge it. Luckily however Phil 
lives nearby and then followed the best 
self-recovery story I’d ever heard… 
 
He got a lift home and promptly returned 
with a Land Rover. He managed to drag 
his Melos out but unfortunately then got 
his Land Rover stuck and had to 
abandon it. He was however able to 
continue the trial in the Melos, only to 
return later with a tractor to recover his 
Land Rover! 
 
Shell Wood took points from all the car 
classes with the majority stopping at the 
same place. Highest climb from the 
higher classes was Dean Partington 
getting a 4, and from the production 
classes was Aaron Haizelden getting a 
3 on the re-marked section and already 
now started to stretch a lead in class 5. 
 
Next up was Penkestle 1 which took 
points from everyone, the high fliers 
being Dean Partington, Charles Knifton 
and Tris White who score 1, 2 and 3 
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accordingly. A great climb from Roger 
Teagle getting a 4 which was the best 
production car score. 
 
No dramas on Penkestle 2, many going 
clear with some getting stuck on or 
around the class 8 restart area. 
 
Just a short drive down the track and we 
arrived at Clinnick which is one of my all
-time favourite sections. Lots of people 
had come back down and there were 
many mutterings of “much rougher this 
year”. With that I decided to put in 
another 2psi as a safety margin, but the 
cost was picking up 2 or 3 extra points. 
Given that no punctures had ensued I 
accepted that was a fair trade and 
moved on.  
 
The only cars to clear were Paul 
Merson, Martyn Harry and Roger 
Hancock, best production car was again 
Roger Teagle scoring 1 followed by 
Aaron Haizelden getting 2 and 
stretching his class 5 lead a little further. 
 
Following Clinnick came retirement for 
Brian Andrew in the class 6 Beetle, 
surprisingly the only retirement of the 
day – though this is mainly because 
John Cox hadn’t entered! 
 
The next two sections (“Where there’s a 
Hedge” & “Loop and Wheelie”) gave a 
real shake-up in the results as they both 
had difficult turns at the start which 
slapped heavy points, some scoring 23 
or 24 points within a couple of minutes! 
While the Scimitar climbs well it is not 
renowned for its turning-in.  
 
Having queued and watched a handful 
not able to turn-in to “Where there’s a 
Hedge” and collecting 11 or 12 points it 
occurred to Aaron, Dave and myself that 
the only way through was to keep tight 
left cutting a new track deeper into the 
hedge! Having convinced Aaron that 
there wasn’t a hidden tree stump 
(fingers crossed) he got away from the 
start and promptly got both left wheels 

on to the new ground. While it still 
pushed the car to the right he was able 
to retain enough momentum to get over 
the main hump then burn his way to a 2. 
Dave was next, same approach and 
managed to burn a little further to a 1, 
thus cleaning the track for me to climb 
just a little bit higher and go clean!  
 
Just 15 yards along the track was Loop 
& Wheelie, or “that tree!” as many 
people referred to it. Basically a downhill 
start, sharp 120 degree turn around the 
tree on well-churned mud, blast up the 
hill with a restart further up. The only 
way of steering around the tree was to 
keep tight right and creep it very, very 
slowly. Aaron and Dave got it spot-on, 
Aaron also got going from the restart but 
had unfortunately clipped the restart 
board, so a failure at that point. Nick 
Symons was next in his MX5, nicely 
around the tree but then broke a 
driveshaft at the 8-marker. Nick wasn’t 
giving up though and half an hour later 
all was repaired and he was back 
running. 
 
My turn next, while I think did all the 
right things the car just would not turn 
and picked-up a very expensive 12 
points. 
 
A great climb here from James 
Shallcross scoring a 3. He was running 
his Pug 205 in class 6 with a LSD and 
putting on a very credible performance 
against the big engine Beetles. This 
shows good promise for renewed 
climbing ability and reliability of FWD 
cars and will hopefully enable a 
resurgence of class 1 in 2018 when 
LSDs will be allowed for a 4-year trial 
period. 
 
A short drive along the lane brought us 
to Laneskin, a section used in the 
Land’s End, but for the Camel had an 
added sting in the tail in the form of a 
“S” bend and final climb up a short bank. 
 
 Most people scoring 1 or 2 here. 
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Next up after a 15-mile drive was 
Polmora, which had a deviation near the 
top for classes 7 & 8, not that I got far 
enough to see the deviation as we 
scored a disappointing 8, however 
looking at the results I should be grateful 
as not many high-climbers today. Aaron 
got a very credible 3 which rapidly 
diminished any chance I had of 
challenging him for class honours, great 
climb also for Craig Allen getting a 4, as 
did Nick Farmer and Tris White in what I 
can imagine was a very tough deviation. 
 
Pheasant Plucker’s Son enabled a good 
climb for nearly everyone with most 
people getting a 4 or better, then it was 
a short drive through the woods to 
Pump House Climb which is always a 
popular section. With an initial downhill 
after the start there’s always a 
temptation to nail-it early but this usually 
results in leaping out of the tracks – 
which I managed to do twice before 
getting it back under control and 
eventually going clean. Most scored 1s 
or 2s but I was joined in the “clean club” 
by Aaron and the Beetles of Andrew 
Rippon and Roger Teagle. 
 
Shortly along the track was Jab and Left 
Hook, which I remembered well, but his 
year the restart included class 5. 
Thankfully however the restart was 
positioned such that the rear wheels 
remained on the main track and this 
gave enough traction to launch the car 
through the humps and safely out of the 
top. 
 
Hustyn was next and as we approached 
it was clear by the 2-way traffic that lots 
were failing, in fact no one had yet 
cleaned. Given that we were almost at 
the end of the trial and I still had been 
puncture-free I decided to risk a few psi 
lower that normal. This had the desired 
effect of launching us away from the 
start and powering all the way up the hill 
and out the top with a big grin on our 
faces! 

 
From here it was a short drive to our 
final section Vinegar Hill. On arrival a 
queue had formed while a Land Rover 
and several marshals were trying to 
recover Matt Facey’s BMW which had 
veered off the track and got himself well 
stuck. Getting him out wasn’t going to 
be an easy task so the section was 
cancelled. From here just a 10-minute 
drive to the Borough Arms where we 
managed to finish in the remaining few 
minutes of daylight. 
 
Congratulations to Aaron Haizelden who 
had not only sewn-up the class win 
about half way through, but also bagged 
the overall winner position! Congrats 
also to Ryan Tonkin, Roger Hancock, 
Matt Facey and Craig Allen for their 
respective class wins. While being 
beaten by both of the PDQ Scimitars 
there was still some consolation in being 
5th overall which was a decent result at 
the end of such a tough day. 
 
A massive thank you to Pete Allen, Ian 
Cundy and the rest of the organising 
team for putting on such a great event 
again and for the army of marshals for 
running the sections and keeping the 
whole event moving. 
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2017 Camel Classic  Trial  
by Alan Keat 
 

2 017 was the fourth year, Camel 
Vale Motor Club allowed motor 
bikes on the Camel Classic Trial. 
It was a good entry with many 

people making the trip south. The usual 
gang of side cars and solos with father 
and son Peter and John Jago making 
their first appearance on solos on this 
trial, the Borough Arms again opened 
their doors early so all competitors could 
have a hearty breakfast before they set 
off.  
 
After leaving the pub it was a short 
distance to the first section ‘Helligan 
one’ which is a short slippery section, 
full of leaf mould for the early numbers 
Steve Urell and myself managed a good 
climb to a one, Steve this time riding 
with his son in law Dave Clarkson came 
back down the hill faster than they went 
up, resulting in a roll, in true sidecar 
fashion Steve and Dave were up and on 
again.  
 
Immediately after section 1 was a 
special test, once completed a short 
road trip, over the River Camel and 
Camel trail and then onto Shellwood. 
Shellwood has been used for many 
years but due to tree felling it has left 
the section very open. With sidecars not 
having a restart on this section it was 
maximum attack to the top, with all four 
chairs going clean, also Chris Dustow 
the only solo to go clear on this section.   
 
On the way down I managed to break 
my rear break leaver which caused 
havoc for 15 minutes but, managed to 
get it mended and continue. A notable 
climb in Shellwood was Dean Partington 
managing a 1. After Shellwood the route 
then continued into Bodmin through 
Respryn, onto Pencestle 1 and 2 and 
Clinnick. Having repaired my brake 
lever, I was the last bike to attempt 
Pencestle 1. This section goes up a 

track across a forestry road and up 
again, Dave Ball and Gemma Bartlett 
were marshalling this section. I 
managed to pass the one and turn 
around to come back down the hill and 
Dave congratulated me for being the 
only sidecar to clear this section, which I 
was pretty chuffed about.  
 
A short trip along the forestry road to 
Pencestle 2 which was a nice short 
section and all sidecars cleared it. Short 
trip down the forestry track heading 
towards the A38, I managed to get back 
into order before Clinnick. Dan and 
Lester Keat were helping to marshal this 
section. Clinic is a notoriously steep and 
rocky section and is difficult to get any 
speed on and seems to become rougher 
each year. The best climb was Leon 
Torres and Mark Courtney who dropped 
1 mark.  
 
After we all managed to extract 
ourselves from Clinnick, a short trip 
along the A38 to section 6 where There 
is a Hedge. This is a short section up a 
gulley with a left turn over a bank onto 
the forest road. Megan Urell and Julie 
Williams were unfortunate to drop 2 
marks on this hill. The solos all had to 
do a restart here with Chris Dustow “The 
local Legend” showing us how it’s done 
(Norton Selwood’s youtube channel).  
 
It was then onto section 7 ‘Loop and 
Wheelie’, this section you had to turn 
right off the track, down around some 
trees and then across the track and up 
through the trees for a clear. This 
proved no problem for the sidecars, but 
Jer Dunn had a bit of a caper dropping a 
12. This section unfortunately proved to 
be a bit of a problem for some 
competitors. Notable climbs here were 
Tris White and Nick Farmer (both in 
class 8) both clearing this section.  
 
A short trip up the forest track to section 
8 MCC Lands’ End Hill ‘Laneskin’. Here 
we had a short wait for the Marshalls to 
arrive un-be known to us Simon Groves 
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had been out with his mini digger again, 
putting a deviation in the top of the 
section. This caused problems for the 
other sidecar crews. Megan Urell’s 
passenger Julie got launched from the 
sidecar after Megan hit a tree. Julie was 
back on her feet in no time, ready to go 
again. It was now a trip through Bodmin 
and onto Wadebridge, a quick stop in 
the new BP garage for lunch. The next 
hill was section 9 “Polmorla”. Where we 
realised we had stopped a little longer 
then we should’ve done. Some of the 
class 7 cars had over taken us. Being 
the first competitor on this section, third 
gear wasn’t enough. I had to snatch 
fourth gear, with the back tire humming I 
was lucky to burn my way to a lucky 3. 
Megan and Leon both managed a 1. 
 
A short trip through Burlawn to the 
second special test where Steve Urell to 
much amusement failed the test for the 
second year running. Now to ‘Pheasant 
Plucker’s Son’. Which was very straight 
forward, unluckily Megan picked up a 
puncture which Steve, Leon and Mark 
soon repaired. I’d like to say I helped but 
I spent that time talking to Ray and 
Hannah Ferguson. Only to find out that 
Ray was an ex-sidecar rider. 
 
A short trip now to ‘Pump House’ (one of 
my favourite hills) Leon and Mark 
scoring an excellent 1! Steve and I both 
dropped 2. ‘Left hook and Jab’ caused 
no problem. Then to section 13 ‘Hustyn’ 
credit where credit is due, must go to 
Megan and Julie for being the only 
sidecar to clear this section. Mark and 
Leon dropping 1 and my son and I 
dropping a 3. Section 14 ‘Grogley’ had 
the sidecars only restart of the day. With 
some encouragement from Patrick we 
cleared the restart. I felt sorry for Leon 
and Mark who rode well all day but failed 
to get off the restart, and dropped 10 
points.  
 
Vinegar Hill had to be cancelled after 
Matt Facey with a flat tyre got stuck on a 
tree stump. With some extra chains we 

managed to get my Land Rover on some 
fresh ground and with Ian Facey letting 
my tyres down we soon had the BMW 
back on the track, I think I may have 
upset Craig Allen as I didn’t think we 
could get Matt out on our own, so I 
asked for some more help from the pub. 
With most cars having gone or loaded 
Craig’s Beetle soon became the taxi and 
with three people in the back she soon 
looked more like a cal look Beetle than a 
trialler and to make matters worse we 
had Matt out before they got there. 
 
It was a short trip through Nanstallon to 
the Borough Arms for signing off. It was 
discovered that Megan had beaten her 
dad on this trial; well-deserved too! With 
Patrick and myself taking the class win. 
Chris Dustow went clear all day and his 
dad, Mike took second class. The drive 
of the day must be Rodger Hancock 
driving Ian Cundy’s Buggy, took the 
class 8 honours Ryan Tonkin won class 
7 with another good drive his only 
mishap being a 12 on Loop & Wheelie, 
must have been the thought of wedding 
bells!  
 
Class 6 went to Roger Teagle and class 
4 to Craig Allen nice to see Emma 
Groves out again. Pete Barr was also 
out driving the late Hans Viertel’s 1300 
silver Beetle. Matt Facey took class 3 
with Tim Naylor 2nd.The overall award 
went to Aaron Haizelden in class 5 with 
his dad Dave not far behind in 2nd Huge 
thanks must go to Pete Allen and Ian 
Cundy for an excellent trial - it’s not 
getting any easier.  
 
Another thank you to the working party’s 
Simon Groves with his digger Ben & 
Ryan Tonkin to name a few and to Fiona 
Allen, chief marshal, and ALL the 
marshals a big thank you. Next Camel 
Vale Classic trial is in Dunmere Woods 
March 3Rd 2018 regs will be available on 
the new website sometime in January. 
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The 2017 Tarka Trial in Class 
1, 6  & 7 by James Shallcross 
 

T his years Tarka trial replaced the 
Hardy trial in the ACTC championship 
for cars, and also moved from its 
usual late September date to the now 

vacant late November date usually occupied 
by the Hardy. 
 
Back in April, before the Presidents Trial - 
which I was helping to run, I had the engine 
and gearbox out of my road car 205, for an 
overhaul. I had that cars limited slip diff in my 
hands and I thought... I’d love to know how 
the trials 205 would perform with that diff. So I 
put it in, and gave it some good testing while 
setting up the Presidents trial. My initial 
conclusions - it definitely helps, but in the 
steep and extremely wet conditions I was in, 
it doesn’t help much! I decided to leave the 
diff installed and ask the organisers of the 
Bovey if I could enter, they agreed but put me 
in class 6, which I was more than happy with, 
i just wanted to try it out. The much grippier 
flinty ground saw us perform quite well, and 
finding performance at much higher tyre 
pressures meant we had no punctures, a 
near miracle!  
 
Then at the May ACTC meeting, it was 
agreed by club voting that class 1 would be 
allowed to run limited slip differentials, for a 4 
year trial period, from January 2018. I hope 
that this does encourage more competitors in 
class 1, it has become very lonely of late, all 
my regular classmates either having left the 
sport or moved to other classes. 
 
Changing the diff is not very easy with the 
cramped engine bay and sump guard etc. I 
didn’t really want to swap back to my Adrian 
Booth built 4-pin diff, and then swap it back 
again in the new year, so I decided to leave it 
in and let the organisers of each event know 
in advance, let them decide whether to 
accept my entry and decide what class to put 
me in. Some clubs left me by myself in class 
1, some moved me to class 6, and on 
receiving the entry list to the Tarka it looked 
like I was in class 1. 
 
I picked up my now regular navigator Mike 
Greenwood who lives in the same village as 
me and we set off for Barnstaple. We didn’t 
have the best start to the day, having a 
puncture while driving to the start venue at 
The Cedars Inn. It was a slow-ish puncture 

and we were not far from the start so we 
pumped it right up and arrived, joining the 
queue for scrutineering, with plenty of time to 
go. 
 
With the car scrutineered, a rather lengthy 
discussion with the scrutineer ensued, 
regarding my actions in entering the event 
with a limited slip diff installed. Some very 
differing viewpoints on the whole diff issue 
were exchanged, I am all for everyone having 
their own opinions and I fully respect that. 
Being told I am bringing the sport into 
disrepute by flouting the rules - I felt was 
going a bit too far. Anyway, following the 
ACTC rules correctly to the letter, we were re-
classified to class 7 (Production car modified 
beyond permitted specification). I had no 
problem with this, I did think restarting on 
High Bray might be interesting in a FWD - but 
was happy to give it a go. Dave Carter in his 
205 (also with a newly fitted Quaife as he had 
broken his standard diff on his last event) was 
also re-classified to class 7. 
 
We were now the last car in the hotel car 
park, even though our start time was far from 
last. We signed on, swapped the punctured 
wheel for a spare and made a hasty exit 
towards the start marshal up the drive, 
missing our start time a little but still ahead of 
Dave Haizelden, now running in (and finally 
enjoying) his class 5 Scimitar. After a short 
drive we arrived at the first section of the day. 
 
Kingscott - a long rough stone track, but 
plenty of grip and no issues. At the top the 
car there were a couple of cars in front of us 
on the road pumping up their tyres, so we 
stopped to do the same. Seconds later Dave 
H is behind us and with his usual banter in 
fine form “ah look James is bringing the sport 
into disrepute again, blocking the road!” 
 
A very marshy field on the way into the next 
two sections, we made it through, a few cars 
got stuck and more wheelspin just dug holes 
in the very soft ground. Same thing happened 
to the 4x4 recovery sent in to save the 
stranded! 
 
Foxy Copse - this was the only restart that we 
didn’t do. It was a twisty mud pit and with the 
start of the next section being right after the 
finish of this one, we decided to take the 
penalty and get to the top. From the results it 
looks like the organisers marked us as class 
1 for this section. 
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Badgers Last Stand - almost on the flat, very 
tight between trees, some use of handbrake 
to pull around. Dave Carter didn’t make one 
of the turns and hit a tree at the 5. 
 
On the way back out of the field we had a 
timed test - a slalom around bollards, good 
fun and plenty of back end out and sliding 
going on. Definitely not the fastest time of the 
day but we had fun doing it! 
 
Spittle 1 - a very short but rutted mud track 
looping around trees crossing the main track. 
We made it to a 3, with Dave C getting a 4. 
 
Spittle 2 - a steep drop into and out of a 
stream, then a relatively grippy track, and the 
restart done with no issues. 
 
Oakwell - was cancelled for cars so we 
carried onto the lunch halt. 20 mins sat in the 
autumn sun chatting with fellow competitors. 
Dave Carter said that as his old diff was 
damaged, being able order an LSD off the 
shelf is what got him and his 205 back out on 
the hills. 
 
Holdridge 2 - Anthony Andrew in his Class 8 
monster got rather stuck. A tow rope and 10+ 
people on the end of it got him moving again. 
Groover made the climb and restart look 
easy, but couldn’t make the impossible 
looking off camber 90 degree left and got a 2. 
Paul Merson broke his diff on restart, we got 
nowhere near it and scored an 8. 
 
Holdridge 3 & 4 - cancelled, Class 8’s were 
apparently struggling to get to/from the 
sections, so we ended up leap frogging most 
of them and were ahead of all but 2 cars. 
 
High Bray - This being the main hill of the 
day for us, I was in two minds to skip the 
restart and see if I could make it up, but in 
the end I did restart and got up to a 3. It is 
such a tough hill but it did feel like with the 
little bit of extra momentum from not 
restarting we might have made it out the top. 
(I have done it once before without restart, 
but it was bone dry that time and we still had 
2 punctures!) 
 
Lewis Bank - a fairly pointless steep grass 
section. A couple of early running class 8’s 
had good climbs but most got between 9 and 
11, us at the bottom end of that range. 
 
Beccott Track - a rutted and bumpy track, 
cleaned easily but very good fun. 

Hurscott - this used to be one of my favourite 
sections. Without a restart in class 1, it was 
always a good blast, my favourite type! After 
a so-so day, and knowing there was a very 
difficult (for FWD) restart near the top, I 
decided to not restart, and just have fun 
getting to the top. After navigating the initial 
off camber rocks, I put my foot down, only to 
arrive at the 10 marker to find a dumping 
ground of breeze blocks in the left track, 
sharp edges etc. Huge crashes jolts and 
bangs led to a quick decision to pick our way 
up the rest of the section, when we arrived at 
the restart area we were going very slowly so 
decided to do the restart anyway. Didn’t 
move at all but not for lack of trying! 
Reversed down 10 meters and then made it 
through the restart area. After the section we 
found that we had a rear puncture - the first I 
have had for 5 years! I heard that several 
competitors also had problems with the 
breeze blocks, which depending on how they 
were thrown around could have easily made 
the track impassable without them being 
moved by the marshals. 
 
Back to sign-off and something not was not 
right with the car, the front left wheel was 
scraping on roundabouts. We Took the wheel 
off and the rim was so bent on the inner edge 
that it was fouling the strut. It must have 
suffered attack by breeze block. Some work 
with a lump hammer soon sorted that. 
Another slow puncture on the way home, 
with no spares ready to go we tried to nurse 
it home with regular pump ups but that didn’t 
last, so we stopped at Sourton Cross to put a 
new tube in one of the spares. Exactly when 
the heavens opened for the first time all day! 
 
Stewart Green won overall in his class 8 
special on 4 points, with Simon Groves just 1 
point behind. I came first in class 7 with 28 
points, but given that the only “true” class 7 
car that started (Ray Ferguson) retired, I won 
a class of 2 fwd. Brian Andrew won class 6 
with 16 points, Dave Haizelden won class 5 
on 22, being the only one in class cleaning 
High Bray (was Aaron having an off day?), 
Craig Allen won class 4 with 21 points, and 
Matt Facey won class 3 with 27. Tom Moore 
won class 1 in his Nissan Micra on 71 points, 
his first ever trial. 
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2017 Car and Motorcycle Final Championship Tables 
 
CARS. National Championship. 
Wheelspin League. Championship Winner Dean Partington 
Crackington League. Championship Winner Ray Ferguson                                            
Navigators. Championship Winner Hannah Ferguson 
 
CARS. Regional Championships  
North. Winner David Golightly 
South. Winner James Shallcross 
Midlands. Winner Mike Chatwin 
West. Winner Paul Merson 
 
MOTORCYCLES. National Championships 
Pouncy League. Championship Winner Kathy Martin  
Red Rose Bowl League. Championship Winner Geoff Westcott 
 
MOTORCYCLES. Regional Championships. 
North. Pouncy League. Winner Philip Sanders                                                            
North. Red Rose Bowl League. Winner Al Lidgate  
South. Pouncy League. Winner Chris Barham                             
South. Red Rose Bowl League. Winner Geoff Westcott 
South West. Pouncy League. Winner Kathy Martin                            
South West. Red Rose Bowl League. Winner Geoff Westcott 
West. Pouncy League. Winner Kathy Martin                                        
West. Red Rose Bowl League. Winner Geoff Westcott  
 
Due to lack of entries there will be no awards this year for the Motorcycle 
Regional Championships. I hope we can get a much bigger entry next year. 
 
Could competitors check that their scores are correct. Please quote your 
competition number for that event if querying a score. 
 
John Bell    
Email: johnbell890@hotmail.com  
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Date Event Club Status Vehicle 

Sun 5th Nov Bodmin Camel Vale Invite CAR / MC 

Sat 11th Nov Lakeland VSCC * CAR 

Sat 18th Nov Cotswold VSCC * CAR 

Sun 19th Nov Tarka North Devon Round 15 CAR / MC 

Sun 26th Nov Allen Bristol Round 16 CAR 

Sun 26th Nov Neil Westcott Exmoor Round 17 MC 

Sun 3rd Dec Camel Classic Camel Vale Round 18 CAR / MC 

2018      

Fri 5th Jan Exeter MCC Round 1 CAR / MC 

Sun 28th Jan Exmoor North Devon Round 3 CAR / MC 

Sun 4th Feb Cotswold Clouds Stroud Round 3 CAR 

Sat 10th Feb Exmoor Fringe VSCC * CAR 

Sun 11th Feb Launceston Launceston Club CAR / MC 

Sat 17th Feb Northern Fell Side Round 4 CAR / MC 

Sun 18th Feb Chairmans Holsworthy Round 5 MC 

Sat 24th Feb Derbyshire VSCC * CAR 

Sat 3rd March Syde Classic Stroud Invite CAR 

Sun 4th March Camel Heights Camel Vale Invite CAR / MC 

Sun 4th March March Hare Falcon Invite CAR 

Sat 10th March Herefordshire VSCC * CAR 

Sat 17th March Awards Dinner     

Sun 18th March Torbay Torbay Round 6 CAR / MC 

Fri 30th March Lands End MCC Round 7 CAR / MC 

Sat 7th April Scottish VSCC * CAR 

Sun 8th April ACTC Meeting     

Sun 22nd April Bovey Down Windwhistle Invite CAR 

Sun 29th April Presidents Camel Vale Invite CAR 

Sun 13th May Yorkshire Dales 
Airdale and Pen-
nine Round 8 CAR / MC 

Sun 27th May Durham Dales MECVC Invite CAR / MC 

Sun 1st July Testing MCC Club CAR / MC 

Sun 2nd Sept ACTC AGM       


	Restart Cover January 2018
	E Restart January 2018

