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Apologies for adding an Exeter article this late in the year… however I thought it 
might be of interest. It was first published in  Speedscene in March. Speedscene is 
the magazine of the Hillclimb and Sprint Association for which for my sins(?) I am 
the championship co-ordinator. The article tells the story of a seasoned sprinter and 
hillclimber’s first foray into classic trialling and I think it is of particular interest, as it 
tells of how his interest in a car on Ebay ended up entering the Exeter and details 
the modifications etc he had to undertake.. Good news is that he hopes to enter the 
MR2 in more trials. 
 
Of course in the ‘old days’ many trial drivers entered sprint and hillclimbs in the off 
season and in the very old days were able to use the same car! For example 
Jonathan’s father Maurice entered his 1934 MG Cream Cracker trials car in a 
scratch race at Brooklands (which he won) and also at the Craigantlet speed 
Hillclimb in Ireland. At the latter he entered the PA in three different classes— the 
one it was eligible for and two ‘higher’ classes. He won his class and the ‘unlimited’ 
class. For the latter he stripped the car down to lose weight by removing the 
mudguards. We have a photo to prove this and the trophies. I am sure many other 
drivers had similar exploits in those days…. 
 
Also I would like to apologise for Dave Cook’s 
photographer’s view being out of order in the 
magazine (many thanks for the report Dave)—ie 
it comes first instead of after the Yorkshire 
reports. I try very hard to put everything into 
chronological order, but his time it would have 
caused me lots of extra work and hair pulling!! 
MS Publisher, which I use for Restart is very 
good, but is quite complicated to move pages 
about—at least for me and at the last moment, 
which always happens of course. 
 
Please keep your reports and photographs 
coming. 
 
Enjoy your summer! 

 
I have been asked 
to  inform / remind 

potential 
competitors and 
marshals that the 
2017 Edinburgh is 

on  
September 30th  
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GILES’  
JOTTINGS 
 

S o this is my last “jottings” and as 
of September Carl Talbot will be 
taking over as your new 
Chairman. I’d like to take this 

opportunity therefore to wish Carl well in 
his new role and I’m sure he’ll be a 
driving force for the ACTC in the future. 
 
It would seem from the last ACTC 
meeting that many of the challenges, 
threats and rule changes within our sport 
continue to be debated and as always 
there are many differing views on where 
the future might lead. As I have said on 
so many occasions and will continue to 
do so, this is your sport and if you feel it 
isn’t going in the right direction then 
please get involved! Don’t sit back 
hoping someone else will provide your 
voice. Even now we continue to request 
someone to come forward and act in 
marketing role and yet the silence 
continues to remain deafening.  
 
A letter was recently sent to the ACTC to 
request a re-vote on the removal of the 
K4S tyre from our approved list. 
Apparently a number of clubs would 
have turned up to the meeting a couple 
of years ago had they realised a vote 
was to be taken. My question is why did 
these clubs not turn up anyway as during 
the same meeting there were discussion 
on safety, rights of way issues, 
insurance concerns etc. I would suspect 
the clubs weren’t represented as no-one 
was prepared to take the time to act as a 
delegate, so again, if you want your 
voice to be heard get involved! 
 
Another point was raised that suggested 
the information isn’t always disseminated 
back to the competitor as well might be 
hoped. This is a concern as although 

most ACTC members will read 
information in Restart or know to look on 
our website, not all trailers are members 
of our association and therefore simply 
rely on their clubs. It is hoped therefore 
that we can ensure more clubs put 
details of the meeting in their club 
magazines. If however you know of 
someone in the sport who feels that they 
don’t get to hear what is going on then 
please point them towards our 
membership page on the website. 
  
On a more positive note it was good to 
hear that the awards evening is still 
planned for this year albeit it is likely to 
be in July as opposed to June due to 
difficulties in confirming the venue. As 
always, please make the effort to attend 
if at all possible, if you don’t I’m sure 
you’ll be missing out on one of the 
highlights of the trialling year. 
 
Well that’s all from me but hopefully I 
can now concentrate on finally getting 
my car finished and once again returning 
to the hills as I’ve been trying to for the 
last five years. Who knows I might even 
make it out in the autumn. 
 
Have an enjoyable summer and start 
getting your cars ready now as 
September will be here before you know 
it! 
 
 
GILES 
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Bill’s Bits  
 
This year seems to be flying by, here 
we are in our summer break from trials 
and with half the season completed! I, 
like a lot I suspect, have changed from 
trials mode and into summer break 
mode. Liz and I have just got back from 
a very pleasant break in Spain where 
the weather was very hot. We manged 
to get quite a lot of walking in and swam 
every day but this was balanced with 
ample sampling of the excellent food 
and beverages on offer. I’m now getting 
the Rocket (another of my pre-war 
MGs) ready for a trip down the west 
coast of France, along the length of the 
Pyrenes taking in as many of the cols 
as possible, then turning right and 
revisiting northern Spain. The big 
question on our mind is “what is going 
to be the weather?” we don’t have a 
roof on the Rocket so if it rains we will 
have to wear our waterproofs! 
 
On Sunday 14th May there was an 
ACTC Council meeting held at 
Tormarton. There was a full agenda and 
the meeting did run on into the early 
evening, but many important topics 
were discussed. I managed to get the 
minutes of the meeting written up 
before going to Spain and they have 
been circulated to all known delegates 
of ACTC member clubs. Hopefully the 
clubs will do their best to make sure all 

their members get to see these minutes 
giving them the opportunity to be 
informed on what’s being proposed and 
giving them the chance to discuss them. 
It’s then your responsibility to make 
your club aware of your views on the 
subject so that it can be considered 
when they instruct their delegate how to 
vote. 
 
It is most important that everybody 
connected with the trials scene make it 
their business to keep in touch with 
what’s going on and a very good first 
step in doing this is being a member of 
an ACTC associated club and then 
making sure you get to see a copy of 
the minutes of the ACTC meetings. You 
will then be aware of what is being 
discussed or proposed and then you 
can make sure your club is aware of 
your view. It will be your club’s delegate 
who will be voting on the subjects, they 
along with the delegates of other 
member clubs will decide what changes 
are, or are not, made to our sport. The 
ACTC minutes can also be found on the 
ACTC website, please make it your 
business to view them by one way or 
another, you will then be in the position 
where you can make informed 
comments and help to shape your 
motorsport. 
 

Bill Bennett 

A day in the Dales, the 
photographer’s view 
by Dave Cook  
 

T hat's the Durham Dales, for the 
Spring Bank Holiday, which 
means the Middle England 
Classic Vehicles Club’s Durham 

Dales Classic Trial. The entry list 
beforehand showed that the journey up 
to Durham, on a Bank Holiday weekend 

was too much for many regular 
competitors to face with only 23 bikes 
and an even fewer cars (16) entered, 
but what a treat the day was for those 
that faced the long journey. 
 
The day started badly, with the start at 
the remote Parkhead station wreathed 
in cloud, I was going to say low cloud, 
but the station is 1500ft above sea 
level, so it wasn't really surprising. 
Anyway when I got there at 7:00 the car 
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park was busy with bikes being 
unloaded and scrutineered, and a few of 
the car arriving, and those lucky enough 
to have stopped overnight at the guest 
house trying to get their breakfast. 
 
I left at about 7:45 to get to the first 
section, which was a special test on a 
closed public road. This had been 
relocated this year, to run a down part 
of the road with two sharp hairpin bends 
before crossing a bridge where there 
was a stop line for bikes and a stop and 
reverse line for cars. There were some 
interesting differences in technique in 
the bike class, with some riders 
adopting a motocross style with one foot 
out-stretched, and others preferring to 
keep their feet on the pegs. With cars 
only Dean (who was quickest car) 
attempted a handbrake turn to get 
round the hairpin quicker. I managed to 
park just off the road by one of the 
hairpins to and get some excellent 
pictures. 
 
Quickly off then to my next section, 
Jeanie's Jeopardy, this, along with the 
next two sections was situated to the 
south of Stanhope in the valley of the 
quaintly named Bollihope Burn. the 
section started by crossing the burn, 
and proceeded alongside a wood, 
before reaching the open moors and 
Starting to climb, it must be one of the 
longest sections I've ever 
photographed, and at the top led 
straight into the next section which 
climbed up the slopes onto the top of 
the moors. The section was not too 
difficult in the dry conditions, but was 
surely one of the most scenic I have 
seen.  
 
The next section, Steve's Pleasure was 
the first after Lunch.  It was set in the 
site of the abandoned Grove Rake 
Mine, just outside the village of 
Rookhope, The mine, abandoned in 
1999 was the leading commercial 
producer of Fluospar, all that's left now 
is a few derelict buildings and one set of 

pit head gear. The section was fairly 
straight forward to get up, running 
alongside a stone wall, but was 
curtailed by nesting birds at the top, this 
was OK for the bikes, but left very little 
room for the cars to turn round to 
descend and Dave Maries' big Suzuki 
got into quite a tangle trying to back 
down, needing two Land Rovers to 
recover him.   
 
After Steve's Pleasure I went to the last 
two sections, Calvers Hump and the 
Velvet Path. These sections are 
reached down a long path running 
alongside Stanhope Burn through an 
area used for lead mining from about 
1800 to the 1990's.  Calvers Hump, 
runs through a copse before finishing 
with a short but steep climb up an old 
tip.  The route through the Copse was 
tight, but allowed plenty of room for a 
run up the tip slope. Again the bikes 
didn't have too much of a problem, and 
most of the cars got out of the top of the 
section, with some offering spectacular 
photographic opportunities as they 
crested the bank. Sadly although the 
Velvet path was used as a path, it leads 
back up across the moor to the finish, it 
was not used as a section due to lack of 
marshals.  
 
Once again a fabulous trial, with great 
sections in glorious countryside, my 
thanks go to the organisers, in particular 
the human dynamo that is Bernie Pugh, 
and his right hand man Peter Phillips, 
the marshals, or at least those that 
showed up, the recovery teams, who 
probably didn't have too much to do, 
and finally those competitors, who 
braved the trip up north for a very 
enjoyable day. 
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An MR2 goes to Exeter (well 
almost....) 
 
Usually seen in his fast Sylva 
Striker, regular competitor in sprints 
and hillclimbs, Mike Smith, samples 
something new on a couple of 
counts - a Toytota MR2 and one of 
the best known classic trials, the 
Exeter. 
 

I t all started with an eBay moment. I 
had noticed this listing where, in 
truth, the MR 2 in question was 
badly advertised. I watched for a 

week and it received no bids. 10 
minutes before the end there were still 
no bids and so I got the car for £480. 
Full service history, 90,000 miles, 5 
months MOT, good tyres and, thanks to 
George Osborne, no tax. 
 
It was down at Christchurch so I thought 
the Striker trailer would do but the MR2 
is 6 inches too long and about 1 inch 
too wide. The Transit was fired up, a 
trailer hired and off I go. The former 
owners lived on a camp site in the New 
Forest. Sorry the Caravan Club 
Campsite in the New Forest. 
Apparently, this is more upmarket for 
your box on wheels. More upmarket still 
for me was that it was on the site of an 
old airfield so plenty of tarmac/concrete 
about to run the car without tax or 
insurance. The former owner drove it up 
and down as I was worried by the 
expensive boxes with wheels. The car 
was excellent. It went very well but had 
a series of small dents down the driver’s 
side. It looked as though it had been 
stored in a tool shed and the gardener 
did not care. Fortunately, I was of the 
same opinion. 
 
The car was loaded on the trailer and 
Tom, the navigator, decided the scenic 
route across the New Forest was for us. 
Everything went well till I came through 
a village with a 20mph speed limit. Just 

leaving the village at 18 mph I had an 
exchange with this very large lady on 
what was made to appear a very small 
horse who had a speed camera fitted to 
her helmet. I was told to slow down. I 
admit to being nearly as frightened as 
the horse so bit my tongue and waved 
goodbye. 
 
I had not driven MR 2 until I got home. I 
have not seen a policeman on our 
estate for at least 5 years so it was no 
surprise at all to be visited just as the 
wheels of the MR2 hit the road off the 
trailer. Giving no reason to be 
challenged I got the car down the drive 
ASAP. No real thought had been given 
to what I would do with the car. It is not 
pretty enough to pose with but when I 
had taxed it I discovered it went 
brilliantly. Truly a poor man’s Porsche! It 
corners on rails, revs its variable bits to 
4 and it takes off. What fun! 
 
Before the old king died I had an 
interest in road rallying but only did a 
few novice events. This was at the time 
the MN championship events were the 
tops and it was not unheard of for 
average speeds on selectives to be 
around 70mph. I was a sector marshal 
on the Rallye Dubonnet where the 
clocks were pared to give an average 
speed around this figure and the top 
cars all went quicker. Road rallying 
competitors needed to be very brave 
and well-resourced and I was neither so 
I looked elsewhere. 
 
This led me to production car trials - 
PCTs. Slow tests of driving skill and car 
handling in muddy fields. I did a few 
years of this and my car control and 
ability to plan improved beyond 
measure. Beetles were the order of the 
day but it was my last car which turned 
me into a mechanic, a Hillman Imp. 
Much cheap fun was had and the cars 
always had to get me to school on 
Monday morning which they never 
failed to do, but this was always a 
strong moderating thought. 
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When I told Rachel, my daughter, about 
the idea of doing a classic trial with MR2 
her reaction was PCTs meet rallying 
then. Nearly true. No high speeds but as 
I was to find out lots and lots of fun. I 
started to investigate the suitability of an 
MR2 for this type of event and was 
surprised that it was not considered out 
of the question. For any classic trial the 
car should be modified to cope with the 
nature of the roads with lots of ground 
clearance and underbody protection. 
Other considerations, as in speed 
events, are weight and power and the 
MR2 is well endowed in these areas. It 
also runs on 15 inch wheels which gives 
the choice from a range of suitable 
rubber. Again, just as important as 
speed events. 
 
The ‘big three’ classic trials are all run 
by the Motor Cycling Club. The classic 
element is the trial itself not the cars. 
The Exeter which we chose to start our 
currently short career has run for over 
100 years and many of the tests have 
been present for nearly as long. This 
event has a road mileage around 250 
miles and 13 observed tests which are 
mostly ridiculously steep muddy hills. 
The event started for us outside 
Cirencester (at 10pm on Friday) and the 
finish would have been in Torquay (at 
3pm on Saturday). We didn’t make the 
finish but more of that later. 
 
The car had spacers constructed for the 
suspension to raise it up. At the front a 
skid plate deflected the hits away from 
the radiator. A sheet of 15mm 
waterproof ply protected the main 
underbody of the car. Water pipes, fuel 
pipes, and electrics are all routed down 
the central tunnel of the car. A 3mm 
steel sump guard covered the fuel tank, 
engine, gearbox, diff and exhaust. A 
pair of Cibie Super Oscars (Pure 
Motorsport Porn) and uprated 
headlights helped illuminate our way 
and inside the car a navigator’s light and 
extra sockets for the Poti, Sat Nav and 
other electronic aids were fitted. A pair 

of stout rubber mats protected the 
sporting interior of the Toyota. Fire 
extinguisher, spill kit and 2 extra spare 
wheels on the engine cover and extra 
reversing lights completed the 
preparation. 
 
The preparation and planning took a 
couple of months. Costs were low 
except for six tyres selected from a list 
(echoes of 1A, 1B, and 1C). We chose 
165/80/15 Hankook Optimos. Six cost 
about £300. Definitely no echoes of 1A, 
1B and 1C in this respect. We also 
needed spare rims but eBay filled this 
gap again. 
 
I had invited Paul Barker to join me in 
this adventure. Paul has made the 
mistake of beating me in the Striker in 
the past so inviting him to drive on an 
event like the Exeter without any 
previous experience seemed a good 
way of paying him back. I had planned 
to do Bristol MC’s Allen Trial but an 
event at Prescott where I had to receive 
a certificate of good attendance got in 
the way. Paul is a partner in a firm of 
motor engineers in Swindon and I had 
last enjoyed rolling round under cars 
just before I sold the Hillman Imp so the 
help and advice from Paul and the use 
of his garage facilities made getting 
ready easy and the car made the start 
at Cirencester with us both feeling 
confident it was as good as it could be. 
 
9.47pm on Friday 7th January was black, 
windy and very, very wet. We followed 
an MG J2 down the A417 towards 
Marlborough feeling very grateful. All 
they had for protection were two aero 
screens. The competitors in the MG 
were to be awarded a Triple at the 
following evenings Club dinner in 
Torquay. They had gone clear on ALL of 
last year’s three MCC classic trials. The 
touring assembly converges at Haynes 
Motor Museum at Sparkford on the 
A303. This year there were 250 cars 
plus approximately 100 bikes. Our 
arrival time was scheduled to be 
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12.20am which we made easily to arrive 
with the place heaving. It is then you 
realise this is a big event. 
 
The museum at Haynes had more 
dripping motor cyclists than the M62 on 
a wet weekend. If you think the MG 
drivers have it tough, I saw a young lady 
put on 4 waterproof coats before 
venturing out again… 
 
On leaving Haynes things started to get 
serious as we headed for the first of the 
observed hills. You are not allowed to 
look at these tests before you tackle 
them so we had availed ourselves of 
YouTube videos so the shock was not 
to be too great. We were wrong. It was. 
We pulled off the tarmac into a sea of 
mud and attempted the 90° left. We 
headed straight for the trees ahead and 
eventually Paul came off the throttle and 
the car steered around the corner. We 
got a good view of those trees but made 
it on to firmer ground and up the hill. 
Much amusement and discussion 
followed but you really haven’t got time 
for this as you are making your way to 
the next test and concentration and 
accuracy of navigation is vital. 
 
We found the Underdown test but drove 
past as cars were coming out so we 
expected to find an entrance further up 
the main road. Nothing there so came 
back and went in the exit which turned 
out to be correct. We then fell down the 
hill to the start of the test. “It can’t go up 
there?” said Paul as we started. The 
MR2 was having none of this and sailed 
to the top. 
 
Refuelled, we headed for Norman’s 
Hump which we are told was the first of 
the “stoppers”. If this wasn’t enough, in 
their wisdom, the organisers gave us a 
restart which means you must stop and 
restart, usually at a place where the 
sensible thing to do would be to gain 
momentum for the gradient ahead. 
Norman’s Hump was stopper for us – 
about 5 yards from the top. We cleared 

Clinton, a similar test, but arrived at the 
top with both rear tyres punctured. 
These were quickly changed but now 
we had zero spares. We increased our 
tyre pressures on subsequent tests and 
made breakfast without further drama. 
 
A quick stop was made to the thick Quik 
Fitter in Exeter who true to form was 
very slow. He would only repair one tyre 
and kindly gave us a kit to repair the 
second. By this time, we were about 
one hour late but with no penalty. 
 
Kingswell was a sea of mud. Our 
ground clearance must be lower than 
most cars as the front skid plate 
skimmed the top layer of mud and sent 
it over the top of the car. I must say we 
did find this very entertaining. Tillerton 
Steep followed quickly which we failed 
along with all other cars we saw. I made 
the only navigation error after this test 
as I think we made a wrong turn at the 
top of the public road escape route. 
Tom put us back on route for Fingle 
Bridge which we cleared only to 
puncture on the run out from the top to 
the tarmac link to Wooston Steep. 
Wooston Steep was much steeper than 
it appeared on video and our progress 
stopped just after the junction. We now 
made our way to the infamous Simms 
Hill. In Islington Village, whilst I got the 
tea and cakes from the ladies of the 
parish, Paul set about creating another 
tyre with wind. This he did with the 
wrecking bar and electric pump from the 
large load carrying area of MR2. 
 
Simms had a large queue but, to our 
surprise, also spectators six deep 
cheering and clapping the performances 
of competitors. No pressure then and no 
real surprise we failed. We took the 
escape route to Lenda Lane and just 
after the junction we heard the clatter of 
a rock and the hiss of air. The lane was 
so narrow we were unable to stop for 
quite a way and the tyre was destroyed. 
Back to no more spare tyres. After much 
discussion, we decided that the sensible 



9 

thing to do was to make a run for home 
as another puncture would leave us 
with no options. 
 
The sensible thing was discussed with 
the queue and we gave them our record 
card took off or numbers and made our 
way back to Exeter, the A303 and on to 
home. The wind stayed in our tyres and 
Paul slept for much of the way home. I 
hit the sack at 7.30pm Saturday and 
woke at 8am on Sunday.  
 
We had loads of fun in tackling this 
challenging 
event which was 
a true test of 
machine, 
preparation and 
the resilience of 
the crew. The 
car is ready to 
go after 
punctures 
repairs and 
some stronger 
walled tyres for 
the rear.  
 
We hope to be 
back. 
 

Footnote 
 
Running 
approx. 
30 
minutes 
behind 
us a 
Marlin 
had a 
very 
tragic 
accident 
on 
Wooston 
Steep 
when the 
driver 
lost 
control 

coming back down the hill.  The car 
rolled and the crew were thrown out but 
the car then rolled on the driver who 
was killed.  The passenger was injured 
but is recovering at home.  My thoughts 
are with the families involved and with 
the stalwart marshals without whom we 
could not participate in any motorsports. 
 
Out take “Our ground clearance must 
be lower than most cars as the front 
skid plate skimmed the top layer of mud 
and sent it over the top of the car” 

Mike on Fingle Hill 
(Photo by Dave Cook) 

Carrying one destroyed spare tyre  
 
(Photo by Dave Cook) 

10 

2017 Torbay Trial 
by Dan Keat, class 8 Fugitive 
 

H aving entered the Torbay Trial 
last year and thoroughly 
enjoyed it I was keen to enter 
the 2017 event, so a few clicks 

on the Torbay Motor Club website and I 
was in the starting line-up. This is a 
really popular trial, an entry shared by 2 
wheels 3 wheels and 4. 
 
The Torbay ran on the Sunday following 
the Camel Heights Trial, a closed venue 
trial very close to home, so I only had 5 
or 6 evenings to prep the car. The 
Fugitive was ready Saturday night and 
loaded. Early next morning, with (father) 
Lester Keat, who was riding shotgun, we 
set off for Kenniford. 
 
Arriving at Exeter Court Hotel it was 
damp and drizzly. However, nothing 
beats all the activity at the start of a high 
entry championship event. Ramps from 
trailers clattering, smell of 2 stroke, 
bacon, cars turning over refusing to start 
(mine!). Some just sat there purring 
sweet as a nut… (Colin Jefferies’ 
Escort). 
 
Graham Sweetland, the scrutineer, was 
the first port of call and a few checks 
from him then it was in for signing on 
and just one amendment in the route 
and we were ready to start. Around 30 
solos and half a dozen outfits led the 
trial, with class 7 in front of class 8, so 
we were about 20 cars from the start. 
Set out in batches of 5, I was in front 
with Simon Groves and Andrew Martyn 
running behind us (No pressure then!) 
 
A short run through back lanes, down to 
Coombehead Copse. It was very muddy 
and wet. A wide sweeping left- hand 
bend on an adverse camber up into a 
narrow rooty restart. Experienced 
Dudley Sterry in his supercharged MG 
J2 took a very early lead in class 7 with 
a clean. Craig Allen, last year’s overall 

winner, in his class 4 Beetle also started 
strongly. 
 
Next, just across the stream was 
Coombehead Creek, marshalled here by 
Dick Bolt and further up on the restart 
the Selwood family – all very keen 
triallers on a very keen hill. Dave 
Hazelden had carefully placed the 
restart boards here….and there was 
only one place to stop and get away and 
you only had about 3 seconds to decide 
as you came around a blind steep 
corner. All good stuff. However, this 
caught all of class 8 bar 2 - Groover and 
Arnie in the Troll and father and I 
managed a clear. Terry Hart was 
unlucky here as he managed to get off 
the restart for a 4. Aaron Hazelden was 
the only one in class 5 to clear here in 
the Scimitar Duratec. 
 
On to John Grants Lane now and 
another restart for 8 and a deviation. Car 
placement was critical here and this 
stopped 50% of class 8. A quality 
section which we thoroughly enjoyed. 
 
Gale Farm looked absolutely awesome 
from the lane as you looked straight into 
it. Father said, “Christ that looks 
vertical!” A very steep straight field 
section and just for good measure a 
restart for 8! Tyres flat we pointed and 
pressed! Hard! We managed to get to 
the restart (and stay on the line), it was 
almost vertical. With some thunderous 
bouncing from the old man we got 
another yard and it was a good climb. 
 
Adrenaline was pumping now and Gale 
Xtra was just next door so we let any air 
left in the tyres out and went for it hell for 
leather. Bill Bennett was restarting us 
here and, as he dropped the flag, 
shouted “Go for it!”. Father got her 
bouncing again and the Fugitive dug in 
and she was away! We stole a couple of 
points here from the rest of the class. 
We were on a high but reality set in 
down the bottom as when I looked for 
the valves …they were gone! Oh well 
that’s trialling. 
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Over to famous Islington parish for a 
blast at Simms, but only after Birchanger 
Bank and Penhale Climb. 
 
Birchanger Bank, restart class 8. This is 
a forestry section, although there was a 
build-up of cars here. Anthony Andrews’ 
trial came to an end as he retired due to 
a broken king pin. Jo Browning also 
dropped out at this point in his Baja bug, 
but his father Gary was still having a 
good day in his Fugitive. It gave us a 
breather to sort out the tyres and relax a 
bit. It had brightened up a little now and 
was turning out to be a nice day. We 
were soon trialling again when I heard 
the unmistakable whine of Dudley’s MG 
on the Birchanger Bank. No one moved 
on the restart and most getting a 3 in 
class 8. Ben Gladwyn, Nicola and the 
boys had the climb of the day here for a 
2. That Beetle loves Islington!  
 
Birchanger Bank was tricky and tight 
with a big old tree to dodge and because 
of the camber if you kept too low, it was 
curtains on the 10, as quite a few found 
out. But the big ol’ tree didn’t scare John 
Cox in the perky Porsche. He blasted to 
the 3, just pipping Aaron here by a point. 
A stone’s throw away is Penhale Climb. 
Just for class 8, thanks Dave! And a 
restart on the 3-marker, and just to add 
to the excitement you can hear fellow 
competitors tackling the famous Simms 
right next door….and the smell of a mix 
of clutch and tyre smoke lingering in the 
air. At this stage of the day I decided 
that the Torbay is the “Real Deal”, a 
“Proper Trial”. We got to the restart and 
had our 3! Alan Black had a bit of 
trouble here with ‘Purple’ and 
unfortunately dropped a 10. There were 
a few choice words in the cockpit I 
expect! 
 
Back out on the track we are presented 
with the famous cambered right hander 
Simms, and she was black and nasty. I 
looked at father and he was reminiscing 
about 2 months earlier (Exeter Trial 
Hillman Avenger 100mph – clean). I 

said, “Yes I know it was good but never 
bloody mind about that now”. What the 
hell am I going to do here!? Restart red 
boards, no tyre limits. The marshal 
called us up. “OK, she’s all yours” he 
said. Heart thumping I went round the 
righthander. “Go to the right!” my 
navigator shouted, so I did, but to no 
avail. Simms beat me. It was so slippery 
but what a challenge. Co-organiser 
Keith Sanders was on the restart. Father 
said that we would have to go and get 
the Avenger! I still haven’t heard the last 
of it! There were no cleans on Simms 
but a very spirited and determined climb 
from Groover. He actually got the Troll 
away and moved off but unfortunately 
rolled back. But that Troll dug in and he 
went out the top, so fair play for getting 
the car up the hill. Charlie Knifton also 
read the section very well and stopped 
in a good place and moved a couple of 
car lengths. The climb of the day here 
goes to Ben Gladwyn, the only clean of 
the day. That Beetle loves Simms! 
 
After all that excitement, it’s a short 
trundle down to Tipley. When we arrived 
at the section the friendly marshals were 
pointing at a board. It said ‘Restart red 
boards class 8. 20psi’ Really? That’s the 
first time I’ve ever put air in before a 
section but father reassured me, after 
the marshal had checked them, and said 
“They look like they will spin like hell!” 
Great! We were sent on our way; Tipley 
is a cracking section. Our restart was 
tricky but we managed to just trickle off 
without breaking grip, (riding the clutch 
doing 5000 rpm!). Last year it was tyre 
smoke; this year it was clutch smoke. If 
you want to clear Tipley there needs to 
be smoke of some sort! 
 
After a bit of a cruise it was down to 
Water Works, an old MCC hill, which is 
a lovely section to do. Father said he 
hadn’t been up there since the 
Seventies, riding with granddad on the 
Exeter. Everyone cleared it, but 
everyone enjoyed it. 
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Over the bridge to Kingswell Lane, a 
long muddy, rutty section up through the 
woods. The gradient won’t stop you here 
but the mud will. The class 4 Beetles 
were stopped here, Craig and Ben both 
dropping 3. No problems here for the big 
Beetles as Brian Andrew and Mark 
Smith ploughed up. Just 3 cars left 
running in class 3 and this test posed no 
problem to Matt Facey, Colin Jefferies 
and Brian Hampson. 
 
Straight in to Upper Kingswell now, with 
a downhill start and even more mud. 
Better get this right as Norton Selwood 
had his camera out! Al Selwood was on 
the re-start. The highest penalties here 
were class 4 all having 8’s. Class 1 saw 
James Shallcross and Dave Carter both 
going through clear. In class 5 Aaron 
Hazelden and Ian Facey were having 
some good sport with 4 points in it, with 
Aaron leading the class, but dropping 2 
to Ian the gap was closing and with only 
3 sections left the pressure from the Z3 
was on. 
 
Just up the lane a field section, Upper 
Palfreys. A very steep restart for class 8 
here which stopped a few, including 
Paul Merson in his immaculate 
Shopland Special. Ian had the Z3 on 
song here and blasted to the 3 when 
Aaron got to the 7, leaving only 2 points 
ahead of Ian, a real battle was on for 
class 5. The heat was on in class 7 as 
Ray Ferguson wouldn’t let Dudley Sterry 
walk away with it and closed in pinching 
3 points here giving Dudley only a 4- 
point lead, although I’m sure Dudley and 
the MG have been here before and they 
will holdout strongly for the class win. 
 
With most of the mileage covered we 
made our way into Nursery Slope. A 
new section to the trial, nobody knew 
what to expect. ’A restart up the top 
‘somewhere’. Only 2 cleans in class 8 
here – Paul Merson stormed up with no 
fuss and a brilliant climb from Charlie 
Knifton. I managed a 4, just moving a 
car length, as did Groover but most 

grounded out in the deep ruts. ’20 psi 
next year Dave! Ian Facey secured a 
class win here pulling 5 on Aaron, 
leaving the Z3 Team 3 in front. What a 
tussle they had! In class 3 another 
BMW, ‘riding high’, Matt Facey, cleared 
no problem and was now in a strong 
position for class honours. 
 
A little blast in the field to finish – Little 
Silver. Very steep but very grippy bank 
and another restart (my handbrake was 
travelling up past my ear at this stage). 
A few blips and a wheelie and we 
cleared the last section no problem, as 
did most of the class. It was power 
sapping for the 1300 Beetles though. 
Craig Allen dropping a 4, one more than 
Ben Gladwyn. However, Craig had a 
really consistent day and held his 4-
point lead over Ben all day and Craig 
taking best in class at the end of the 
day. The ‘Xtra Grunt’ in class 6 saw 
Brian Andrew blasting up for a clean and 
also taking the overall win dropping just 
19 all day. In class 3 Matt Facey’s 
extremely well-developed BMW was 
proving to be a real handful here on the 
3-marker putting Matt’s score up to 33. 
Next up was another immaculately 
prepared class 3 car, Colin Jefferies’ 
Escort. A clean and tidy job here saw 
Colin sail up for a clean with just a 
handful of points between them, 
although it was Matt’s day today – taking 
class 3. 
 
The special test was a real blast. A loop 
of the field and a flying finish! This 
guaranteed everyone finishing with a big 
smile on their face. I watched James 
Shallcross here, who already had the 
class honours. Rolling up to line A, 
James was focused, really going for it. 
We were egging him on. The Pug was 
absolutely flying….twice!. 
 
It was just a short way back to the 
Exeter Court Hotel, to the finish. What a 
great day out it had been. Well 
organised, challenging, competitive and 
fun. 
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Torbay Trial 12th March 2017  
by Murray Montgomery-
Smith, class 7 Marlin 
 

W oke up fairly early to pick-
up my son in law Phillip, 
from Okehampton, so not 
too far to the start at the 

Exeter Court Hotel just off the A38 
down from Exeter. We had a late start 
and found the scrutineering line rather 
long so Phil went and got the sarnies 
whilst I waited to be done. In fact it all 
moved fairly smoothly and had time to 
go back into Hotel for another cup of 
very acceptable coffee. 
 
We were out of kilter with the other 
class 7 competitors which made it more 
interesting in a way as we were 
amongst the class 5 and 3s so could 
take a different appreciation of how 
people around us were doing. We had 
done this trial a few times so knew most 
of the hills – but this is good in some 
cases as we knew the dangers etc, but 
as we all know one year makes can 
make. quite a difference on some 
sections. Also we have that common 
problem that we just forget the sections 
– usually remembering them after the 
12 mark and that awful thought “oh my! 
Shouldn’t have let the tyres down so 
much” too late now! Indeed thinking 
back after this trial we did make too 
many of these mistakes. 
 
Coombehead was just as muddy as we 
thought but possibly even worse as it 
was well chewed up by the time we got 
there, but got a 2 which was pretty 
good, Dudley the only clear in our class. 
Section 2 Coombehead Creek was 
extremely slippery after the bend and 
we slithered to a halt and backwards. 
Marshals getting us out with no 
problems. 
 
Section 3 John Grants Lane was again 
too slippery for us on the deviation, 
most of us stopping around the 7 but 

from results Ray in the Liege cleared it, 
so hats off to him. The getting out was 
by using the route that other classes 
used and we thought that would have 
sufficed with the restart that the others 
had, but more importantly no punctures 
as have been the curse of this section 
in the past. 
 
Gale Farm sections were both a 
slippery blast up fields which basically 
had us all stopped around the 7 and 8 
except Dudley and Ray again doing 
better. Our fellow trialling friends The 
Bennet's and Harts were in attendance 
here, foregoing the pleasure of driving 
around the Devon countryside doing a 
bit of marshalling. 
 
Sections 6,  7 and 8 – The Simms 
complex, were a bit of a shambles here 
for us, as Penhale Climb entailed an 
hour and half wait to get to it and then a 
“small” 11 for it, just miles too slippery 
for us and around us the other group 
were much the same except Nick 
Symons in his Mazda with valiant 
bouncing got a 7 here which was well 
deserved. Afraid Penhale was a poor 
result and Simms does not get better 
with time so also not good. 
 
Tipley stopped us all at the restart 
except for Mark in his Marlin who 
cleared it – we took two attempts to get 
up it! Rather rough would you not think? 
 
Section 10 Waterworks was bumpy but 
had grip and we with most others 
cleared this, first clear of the day!! 
 
Section 11 Kingswell Lane, well 
remembered as muddy and rutted, but 
still let tyres down too much, but just 
made it going flat out in 2nd gear, nearly 
stopping around the restart for class 8 
of whom all got up somehow. Upper 
Kingswell is a great section but the rut 
at bottom got us. Definitely should have 
had 20 psi minimum here, next year I 
will remember. Dave H and marshals 
again really helpful and after blowing 
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Dudley Sterry being rescued at Penhale Climb  
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The 2017 Torbay Trial 
by Steve Urell 
 

W ell an early start for us, up 
at 5.30 on the and on the 
way from Bodmin at 6. This 
year I had my daughter 

Megan as my passenger, as Julie has 
had two carpal tunnel operations on 
both hands, so is having some time off. 
Megan has an outfit of her own and I 
have ridden passenger for her on two 
trials lately, an eye opener for me! 
 
Scrutineering took longer than usual 
and put us a little late at the start, but 
we soon caught up with the other 
outfits. Geoff Westcott was a non-
starter this year, due to a starter 
problem I heard. We were running 
number 2 this year, following good 
friends Leon Torres and Mark Courtney 
(and showing us how to do most of the 
sections too I may add) 
 

Coombe Head Copse was the first 
section and was very, very muddy. We 
managed a 2 on that one, followed by 
Coombe Creek, a fair effort, enough 
said!! John Grant’s Lane was next. This 
is a challenging lane for a sidecar, but a 
clean for us this year. On to section 4, 
Gale Farm. “I need more power was the 
result of that one” and Gale Extra – two 
very good sections. Edward 
Dascombe’s face was a picture on the 
descent of both hills – a look of “Am I 
going to stop at the bottom?” He rode 
very well on one of them, getting a 2, 
and pulling third gear for the first time in 
any section, but he later had to retire 
due to a front puncture and had no 
spare to repair it (a lesson to be learnt 
here Edward, carry spare tubes) 
 
Then it was on to the lane which we use 
to leave Simms, and we had a view 
down Simms from the top, before 
entering the woods on the left for 
Birchhanger Bank and Penhale Climb. 
And then the dreaded Simms was in 

tyres up managed to push me off and 
then a great blast to end. Pity about 
stopping in wrong place! My next 
excuse for dismal attempt at Upper 
Slope was I thought I was still on low 
psi and of course forgot we had blown 
them up to get out of previous section. 
Did not do well here. 
 
Nursery Slope section 14 was really 
good – that is until we got round the 
bend to see a restart and a very deep 
rut. We all got well rutted here – Dudley 
got up a bit but didn’t clear. 
 
The last sections were  great fun, Little 
Silver having more grip than expected 
and then a great timed test which was 
gave everyone a chance to floor it, also 
as a bonus you could do it twice and 
fastest would count, Donny Allen urging 
us to go again, but we did it just the 
once as heard/felt big knock as going 
around the lower bend so thought 

discretion etc, in fact all seems to be ok, 
may have been axle/spring banging 
against chassis as I don't have a Strut 
that stops sideways motion (yet) 
 
We are pleased to say we are 
supporting the class with great ability, 
and came away having had a lovely day 
out in the mainly sunshine, messing 
around in the mud and climbing a few 
hills but thoroughly enjoying the day. 
Many thanks to organisers and 
marshals. Good thing Hampshire hasn’t 
started charging for importing mud from 
outside of the county otherwise would 
be expensive! 
 
Dudley scooped the best in class with 
Ray and Mark following up so well 
done, Brian Andrew came out as best 
overall car with a score of 19 getting the 
better of the class 8s by a few points 
again well done. 
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front of us, which we rode well, resisting 
the temptation to wind on the power, but 
to ease off as you ascend the hill, it 
worked and we cleaned it. Richard 
Maddem and his passenger, Chris 
Barnicott, also had a clean on Simms. I 
heard later that Adrian Grinter rolled his 
outfit on Simms and had to retire. We all 
hope all is well with him and his 
passenger. 
 
Tipley followed and other clean for us, 
with advice given by Simon Eddy (not 
riding this year). When asked how to 
tackle Tipley ‘flat out’ was his answer. 
Then it was on to our only restart, 
Waterworks, another clean, and 
beautiful scenery of the dam and 
reservoir. A rest halt was next, which 
was very nice, and was also visited by 
about fifteen road and touring 
motorcycle riders, as the Woodleigh 
Coach House must welcome bikers of 
all types, which was great to see – a big 
well done to them. 
 
On to the muddiest section of any trial 
we do, Kingswell Lane. We stopped 

(passenger error!) and we got a 7, 
damn! On to Upper Kingswell, which we 
cleaned, and then a grass climb, Upper 
Palfreys, which was not good for us – a 
4, and others cleaned it. A new section 
was next, Nursery Slope, past a field 
with sheep, chickens and Lamas all 
together, which was nice to see. The 
section was good, a nice long climb 
from the wood to the field, another 
clean. We passed Little Silver race track 
on our left and a motocross meeting 
was being held, it felt like we were part 
of it. Little Silver was a good climb, nice 
section for the sidecars. Then on to the 
observed test, against the clock, and we 
all had two goes at it – brilliant. I needed 
more power here too. 
 
Well a very good day was had by all, 
and the weather was kind as well. Our 
thanks to all the marshals and everyone 
involved with the organisation of this 
year’s Torbay Trial. Keep up the good 
work for next year. 

Steve Urell & Megan Williams on 
Combehead Creek 
 

(Photo by Dave Cook) 
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The 2017 President’s Trial  
by Keith Sanders 
 

W ith some rain in the preced-
ing week I was expecting 
the Presidents to be a chal-
lenging trial, and I was not 

disappointed. Thankfully the weather 
was kind to us on the day and it was 
quite warm in the Cornish sunshine.  
 
With 20 Sections set out for us it also 
had potential to be mechanically chal-
lenging, particularly with a few double-
drive entries where Aaron Haizelden’s 
Scimitar, and Craig Allen’s Beetle would 
be attempt a massive 40 sections in the 
same day. 
 
It's hardly surprising therefore that there 
were several retirements through the 
day, and one of the first to run in to trou-
ble was Dave Haizelden who developed 
a bad misfire on the first section, tried to 
limp-on for a few sections, but decided 
to hang up his boots as it became ap-
parent it couldn't be fixed. This later 
turned out to be caused by an injector 
stuck open. 
 
Nick Symons was actually the first to 
retire on Section 2 when his air filter 
caught fire! 
 
As we progressed through the first loop 
of sections we were able to see that it 
was actually VERY wet on the ground 
and no surprise that very few hills were 
being cleaned.  
 
Credit to the organising team here as 
they had taken-on the feedback and 
learned from last year’s event when 
conditions were similar. This year the 
section markers were better placed 
(brought back down to suit the condi-
tions), and some sections "eased" 
through some further excavation to ena-
ble competitors to get a good start and 
have a fighting chance of getting a de-
cent way up the hill. The result was that 

instead of getting loads of 10s, 11s & 
12s, many people were getting 5s or 
better. Well done chaps! 
 
Despite the wet conditions the event 
seemed to flow very well with no great 
delays and only one section being can-
celled. While most people accumulated 
3-digit scores, the scores near the top of 
the classes were actually very close 
which shows there were some good 
competitive battles taking place. 
 
Congratulations to Dan Keat for being 
overall winner. He had steadily built up 
a healthy steady lead over Simon 
Groves during the morning loop but 
Groover had not given up and managed 
to claw back a lot of ground in the after-
noon, eventually being just 1point away 
from overall but winning class 8. 
 
Steve Ball, who has been running really 
well in recent events, put in a very good 
performance in his Marlin to take the 
amalgamated classes 6 & 7, followed by 
Tommy Kalber just 8 points away. 
 
In class 5, despite a big schoolboy error 
on the last section I just about managed 
to stay ahead of Aaron Haizelden and 
Tim Naylor who had just 3 points sepa-
rating them in 2nd and 3rd respectively. 
 
Finally the amalgamated classes 3 & 4 
award went to Matt Facey, with yet an-
other close 2nd from Emma Groves who 
again was just 3 points away. 
 
A big thank you to Ryan and Ben Ton-
kin, James Shallcross and the rest of 
the team who've worked hard over the 
preceding weeks to put on a great days 
Motorsport for us all to enjoy! 
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The President’s Trial (Special 
Awards)  
by Stuart Holton 
 

W ith the benefit of hindsight 
we should have read the 
warning signs and omens 
that started on the Friday 

before. I’m lucky to have Ian McTaggart 
(Taggie) as my long-suffering co-driver 
particularly as he’s brilliant at cleaning, 
repairing and prepping the car. Taggie 
rang me during the week before the 
Trial and offered to drive it to my place 
so I could load it on to the trailer on 
Saturday in readiness for an early 
departure on Sunday.  
 
Despite checking the tyres and 
pressures during the preparation the 
nearside tyre decided to let go whilst on 
route (see picture). He was quite 
pleased how quickly he was able to 
change the offending wheel as 
everything was on hand plus he was up 
against time for an appointment with a 
gas engineer so he left Suzie (Suzuki 
X90) in the drive and headed for home. 
 
Fortunately I had another spare Kumho 
in my shed so checked the levels of 
tread and decided they were all as bad 
as one another and strapped it on the 
carrier and loaded the car in readiness 
for Sunday. Taggie arrived just before 
7:30am, after feeding my dogs (he’s 
always got a biscuit in his pockets for 
them), we went to load our lunch packs 
into the car only to find that during 
Taggie’s World Rally style wheel 
change he’d managed to trap the quick 
release wire mechanism for the boot 
and it wouldn’t open. After trying to 
prise it open and retrieve the wire for 15 
minutes we had to make a decision 
whether to be a DNS or go with the boot 
firmly locked shut. Luckily I had a spare 
jack and wheel brace so we decided to 
stow these inside the car along with our 
lunches. 
 

Modern technology can be great, 
however after getting lost in Central 
London recently while driving my 
beloved Toyota Landcruiser towing a 14 
ft Ifor Williams trailer and trying to follow 
the sat nav on my phone, my faith has 
been somewhat tested. Taggie usually 
puts the post code for the event into his 
phone sat nav just in case we get lost 
and I usually end up disagreeing with 
the instructions. Despite a small 
altercation with the sat nav when we 
went to get fuel we arrived in time at 
Castle Motors to unload. I decided it 
was such a nice sunny day I wouldn’t 
need my wellies and leggings as it 
couldn’t be that muddy, could it? 
Without wellies, leggings the boot 
refusing to open and six poorly treaded 
Kumho tyres that refuse to wear out we 
headed for scrutineering and the start. It 
was at scrutineering we realised our 
spill kit was stuck in the boot we 
couldn’t unlock, or we thought it was. 
Luckily when the scrutineer asked me if 
we had a spill kit and I said, “Yes it’s in 
the boot” he said “That’s fine” and didn’t 
ask to see it. As it turns out our spill kit 
was actually inside the car and was 
accessible. 
 
Having never entered the President’s 
Trial before we were a little concerned 
why when there are so many X90s 
competing in trials why we were the 
only one to enter against the mighty 
Scimitar’s of the Hazeldens and Keith 
Sanders? Too late now we were there 
to have an enjoyable day out and you 
never know we might even surprise 
ourselves (many a true word spoken in 
jest). It soon became apparent why we 
were the only X90 and there was only 
one Mazda MX5 entered in class 5 with 
the rest of the field being made up of 
Tim Nayler’s supercharged BMW, the 3 
Scimitars and not forgetting John Cox’s 
Porsche.  
 
Flanders and Swann sang about 
glorious mud but if you drive an X90 
there’s nothing glorious it usually 
signals a hard day ahead, much 
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pushing by marshals, the odd section 
that requires a 90 degree turn where we 
sail straight on and much unrepeatable 
language by driver and co-driver.  One 
of the X90’s best traits is its reliability as 
it was built on the Vitara platform and 
therefore designed to go off road albeit 
in four-wheel drive. Its downfall other 
than a strong desire to travel in a 
straight line is that the power output is 
fairly limited and if the truth be known 
it’s probably too heavy.  
 
I’ve been trying to give some 
constructive feedback to event 
organisers by suggesting that class 5 is 
often unfairly disadvantaged by having 
to wade through the mess left by the 
purpose built class 8 with their limited 
slip diffs and the more suited class 7s. 
This was clearly demonstrated at 
section 11 after lunch as we watched 
the 7 & 8s tear and shine up the terrain 
making it gradually more difficult for the 
lower powered and adapted cars in the 
other classes to struggle. I’m not sure 
what the answer is to this problem? 
Organisers tell me it’s easier for them to 
send these classes first as they cut their 
way through whereas the lower classes 
would struggle and end up having to be 
pulled or pushed out. My suggestion 
would be to mix the classes by drawing 
the running order across all classes and 
possibly give the 7 and 
8s higher pressure 
limits. On the other 
hand maybe we should 
just be happy to finish. 
 
The results confirmed 
that we didn’t have a 
good day and we soon 
realised that there was 
a strong possibility that 
we wouldn’t win 
anything so Taggie and 
I decided that the 
Camel Vale Motor Club 
should consider 
presenting the 
following awards: 
 

The highest number of points scored 
 
The highest placed Suzuki X90 
 
Highest placed Japanese car 
 
The only car not to have a puncture 
(this may be disputed by some other 
competitors). 
 
The only car that couldn’t get up 
section 9 despite making 5 attempts 
 
The greatest quantity of china clay 
exported out of Cornwall on a non-
commercial vehicle (Taggie emailed 
me this after pressure washing Suzie) 
 
I’m sure there are others but we might 
just save those for another event.!! 
 
I have got an answer to the grip problem 
but I need to share a long drink with the 
ACTC Tyre Officer to persuade him that 
spade lugs should be allowed on X90s 
even he were to agree I’m sure the 
clutch would have the last say. 
 
Now I’ve tempted fate by saying Suzie’s 
best trait is reliability keep an eye out for 
us on the Land’s End and the Bovey 
Down being towed to a suitable 
recovery point 
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The  2017 Land’s End Trial  
by Peter Mountain, 162, BMW 
318 
 

A fter a partial rebuild of the 
Dellow engine I discovered that 
the smoking problem that 
made us retire from the Allen 

Trial was due to contaminated fuel and 
not a broken piston ring. I can’t believe 
that I topped up with diesel, but that 
looks like the cause of the problem. 
 
I had just about finished the Dellow 
when a call from the NHS came for a 
minor eye operation, six months before 
expected and only three weeks before 
the LE. Prudence decided that 24 hours 
in an open car was not sensible, so the 
BMW had its punctures repaired, 
defective light connections made good 
and got properly cleaned ready for the 
LE. 
 
I find the Word version of the routecard 
invaluable; a couple of hours editing it 
on the computer makes the route so 
much easier to follow.  
 
I collected my son Jim from Aylesbury 
and we drove to Popham where we 
were one of the last cars to start. We 
met Alan Foster and Pam Jobling who 
were about to start on the fledgling 
class R in Alan’s MR2. Later in the trial, 
someone cruelly commented that class 
R was the Retired Class. 
 
Going down the old A30 was much 
more interesting than the A303. It is no 
wonder that back in the 1960’s we used 
to listen to or watch the news 
broadcasts about the lengths of the 
Easter weekend traffic jams on the very 
narrow A30. 
 
An uneventful trip to Bridgewater with 
the weather getting damper the further 
west we went made our choice of 
saloon car seem like a good one. 
 

Fellons Oak was damp and the restart 
slippery but we managed it. 
 
After the Barbrook control we arrived at 
Beggars Roost and went straight on to 
the start line with no queue. The start 
area here is very like the start at Putwell 
on the Edinburgh which it looks as if we 
will not see again.  
 
The drive to and across Exmoor was in 
turns damp and foggy as it so often is. 
 
I remember Riverton from last year; half 
way up the driver has to decide to either 
turn left or right; this year a marshal in a 
high-vis jacket standing on the left track 
decided the route for us. I was 
expecting to be directed to Hartland for 
Cutliffe Lane where I broke the Dellow 
gearbox 2 years ago; is this hill lost to 
us, or just taking a rest? 
 
With the damp conditions I was 
expecting to have a problem on the 
restart at Sutcombe but I forgot that the 
stream at the bottom means it is always 
damp and the hill only stopped 2 saloon 
cars in class 3. 
 
There was a long wait at Daracott whilst 
some failures were towed up. I normally 
manage the restart here but a lack of 
concentration saw me stop on the 
footbrake and make a complete hash of 
the restart. Once I had collected myself 
together and backed down a few feet 
the hill was not difficult. 
 
Last year Crackington ended our trial 
with a bent and torn rear A frame on the 
Dellow. There is only one way up 
Crackington if you do not have a restart, 
so we went up on the rev limiter with my 
passenger shouting at me if I dared to 
lift off, so we just made it.  
  
At Laneskin Junction I inadvertently 
managed the last forward bit of the test 
in 3rd gear, very slow but unpenalised, 
except verbally by my passenger. 
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Only two class 3 saloons managed the 
restart and got to the top of Hoskins, 
congratulations to both, especially on 
13” wheels.   We did not even move an 
inch forward off the restart. 
 
I managed to use the right gears at 
Bishops Path test, so the time was 
respectable but the restart at Bishops 
Wood was too difficult for me. I was 
very impressed to see Rob Wells follow 
me up and burn his way off the restart 
with his Suzuki. 
 
Bluehills 1 is very tight in the BMW but 
we did not have the restart that I often 
fail in the Dellow, and I even 
remembered to stop on the line. 
 
The restart on Bluehills 2 was 
impossible for me and all but two others 
in class 3, not to mention most of the 
other competitors. 
 
I don’t recall having done Old Stoney 
before but the hill is aptly named and 
probably caused a few punctures. 
   
We finished, after breakdowns on the 
two previous Lands Ends that was a 
brilliant result. 

 
As I wrote on the comments, excellent 
trial, restarts too hard. 
 
Our running partners, Rob Wells & 
Caroline Tarry, managed to burn out the 
Suzuki clutch on Bluehills 2, so after 
signing off we towed them to the hotel 
at Bodmin so they could be picked up 
by the breakdown truck on Sunday 
morning. Towing with a rope is stressful 
even for a short distance but incredibly 
so for 30 miles up the A30. At one point 
the satnav showed us in a traffic jam but 
the road ahead was clear; the jam was 
us doing 35mph and holding up a few 
cars behind us. Jim had the same 
information on his phone sat nav. Big 
Brother is here and is watching you! 
 
After imbibing quantities of suitable 
anesthetic in the hotel I had the best 
night’s sleep I have had for weeks. A 
tyre went down overnight, changing the 
wheel in the morning was the only time 
we touched the tools. That mechanical 
good fortune, a finisher’s certificate and 
a well organized and run trial made for 
an excellent Easter weekend. 

Land’s End 2017 by Ed 
Stobbs 
 

J onathan asked me to give my 
impressions of the MCC Exeter 
trial 2017, but this was 
unfortunately partly abandoned, 

so my efforts have been transfer to the 
subsequent Land’s End over the Easter 
weekend. 
 
Firstly a little personal history. I have 
been participating in MCC events for 25 
years, mostly in motorcycle classes A 
and B, several years in class D, 2 years 
in class E and one season in a class 7 
car.  
 

For 2017 (as in the 2 previous years) I 
have used a 600cc EML/CCM sidecar 
outfit, the aim being to give my 
grandson Alex experience of MCC style 
sport-( male role model being, for him, in 
short supply due to the increasingly 
modern situation of absent male parent) 
we obtained ACU permission to 
compete when he was just over 15. and 
I purchased the really competitive set of 
wheels from Yoshi Adams who had 
previously gained a Triple on it. 
 
Land’s End 2017. From our start at 
Plusha we set off in a fine evening 
towards the main start at Bridgewater, 
we being first away from Plusha and 
sporting ‘traveling marshal’ armbands. 
By the first section after the food break 
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2017 Torbay 
Trial photos by 

Dave Cook 
 
 
 
Richard Maddern & 

Chri Barnicoat, BSU 
KTM, on 

Combehead Creek 
 
 

 
 
 
Will Clack (B2 
class winner!), 
Husqvarna, on 
Kingswell Lane 

 
 
 
 

Stewart Green & 
Melanie Oliver, 

SG Gruffalo, on 
Combehead 

Creek 
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Land’s End p
Coo

Bishop

 
David & Mary Symons, 
MX5 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Sticker Martin & 
Amanda Bray, 

Ford Escort 

 
 
 
Stephen & 
Sandra Glasson, 
Troll TE6 
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photos by Dave 
ook on  
op’s Wood 

 
s, 

Peter Smitj, BSA C15 

 
 
 
Philip Martin, 
Harley-Davidson 

 
 
 
 

Mark Powis, 
Suzuki  

DR35 OSE 
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Bovey Down photos by 
Deb Leach on Hobbs 
 
 
 
 

Katrina Selwood,  
UVA Fugitive 

 
 
 
James Shallcross, 
Peugeot 



27 

the rain (un-forecast) started, this was 
to continue with occasional breaks for 
fog practically until daybreak. For the 
benefit of you car participants, who may 
not have had motorcycle experience, 
this is the worst type of weather, very 
soon goggles start misting up, when 
discarded your glasses do the same, 
especially the inside of the lens, which 
is practically impossible to wipe clear 
without stopping. After a while your 
eyes object to the undeflected wind and 
after several hours it becomes painful to 
see well. A lot of the motorcycle kit is 
not especially waterproof - even those 
using supposedly superior modern 
materials. Wearing several layers of 
waterproofs can be successful but is not 
ideal as over a long event there remains 
the requirement to evacuate the regular 
input of coffee/ food, not always easy to 
organise! 
 
However the ascent of observed 
sections proceeded well, most sections 
are old favourites, with a sprinkling of 
new ones, the route generally was 
excellent with a lot of the main road 

route of earlier years replaced by nice 
deserted country lanes. We failed 4 
sections, the main problem being that 
with limited experience my passenger 
was often not positioned ideally, there 
also proved to be a problem in that, as 
with much modern youth the strength 
seems to be all in the thumbs- not much 
in the arm muscles! Not ideal when the 
need is for quick response to controlling 
the attitude of the outfit over rough 
terrain - this being the main function of 
a sidecar ‘passenger’.  
 
Crackington was as usual a big stopper, 
but compensated for by the opportunity 
to get the plot airborne on Laneskin, 
Bishops Wood and Bluehills 1. Apart 
from the unscheduled weather, it was, 
as usual, a most enjoyable event. 
 
As Alex is going to university later in the 
year, the outfit has found a new owner, 
but I am sure it will be seen in MCC 
events in the near future. I shall be back 
on my class B – 35-year old 250cc 
Yamaha next year. 

Into the unknown - Land’s 
End Trial Class ‘R’ 
by Alan Foster 
 

A n experimental class was 
added to the agenda for this 
year’s Land’s End with the 
object of attracting entrants 

who would not otherwise compete in 
this historic event.  Readers will know 
that the financial success of MCC 
events depends upon a large entry, 
otherwise fees would need to increase 
substantially - the three major trials are 
costly to promote. Although motorcycle 
entries are increasing, car competitors 
are decreasing so ideas of how to 
attract more entrants are very welcome. 
 

Class ‘R’ was conceived as a return to 
pre-war events where maintaining a 
time schedule was as important as 
cleaning observed sections.  It was 
perhaps hoped that various cars of that 
period would emerge from the depths, 
although the class was open to any 
vehicle eligible for the main trial and 
class ‘0’. 
 
For whatever reasons, only 3 members 
decided to give this new Class a go: 
Jeremy Slatter and Debbie Barker in 
their Troll (Jeremy having run out of 
time to prepare it for the main trial); 
Martin Grindrod and John Philips in a 
pre-war Climax engined Morgan 4/4: 
and your scribe and Pam Jobling in the 
substituted MR2 as the +8 was still 
suffering rear suspension complications.  
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Whilst class 0 congregated at 
Bridgwater for its start, class R joined 
the main trial starters and trundled its 
way through a damp night via our route 
check to meet Arthur Jones in a lonely 
car park at Warminster. Time checks 
after Bridgwater were every 50 miles or 
so, with the requirement to be zero 
minutes early and no more than 10 
minutes late, a window which was easily 
achieved by the 3 entrants and would 
probably have also been fine for any pre
-war vehicles. 
 
The route basically followed the class 0 
event with some appropriate variations 
as class R was only required to attempt 
6 sections in addition to maintaining the 
strict time schedule. Although having 6” 
ground clearance front and rear - thanks 
to a pair of 65 profile rears replacing the 
standard 45 profile tyres (just!) - the 
central structure of the MR2 reduced 
clearance to less than 5” which soon 
proved to be inadequate for a quiet 
ride . . . 
 
The Roost in the dark was the first 
section, joining up with the main trial. A 
dim shadow across the track about two-
thirds of the way up brought back 
memories of locals digging trenches 
across this highway, a risk I wasn't 
prepared to take with a low slung car, so 
stopped and reversed down, rather 
unceremoniously. 
 
We then joined class 0 for Hangman’s 
Hill and Orange, both creating an 
unwelcome racket from under the car. 
As Linton (class 0) was also marked in 
the route card as category 5 (out of 10) 
roughness (like the Roost) we missed it 
out, a decision confirmed by a text from 
Jeremy saying we would have trouble 
there. So on to the class 0 Petherwin 
Old Hill which caused little noise from 
under the car but paintwork suffered a 
bit from encroaching hedges. 
 
Old Blue Hills was the sting in the tail, 
with the short and narrow restart box 

sited on the steepest part of the left-
hander, but nonetheless a proper and 
testing inclusion. Overgrown hedges on 
the exit were not kind to the paintwork 
for anyone using a normal road car. And 
so, on to the finish by about 3pm. 
 
Would class R be a worthwhile addition 
to future MCC events? Those who 
regret the inclusion of class 0 would be 
unlikely to support such a move but I 
have yet to hear how such folk would 
increase entry numbers so critical to the 
success of MCC trials. I firmly believe 
the concept of a class aimed at 
attracting those who would not normally 
enter our trials deserves strong support, 
but I feel this first experiment rather 
missed the target. In effect the event 
was a short class 0 trial, running to a 
strict time schedule. It needed at least a 
car with good ground clearance, or a 
vehicle suitable for class 0. So why 
enter class R when class 0 is on offer?   
 
If we wish to attract non-trials prepared 
pre-war vehicles and classics like smart 
TR4s, Healeys, Rapiers and the like, 
then I believe class R needs to be a non
-damaging all tarmac event with 
hedgerows suitably trimmed back. 
Difficult restarts, or double restarts on 
wet tarmac hairpins can be as 
challenging as many traditional 
observed sections, as Old Blue Hills 
demonstrated this year. I appreciate that 
this would add yet more work to the 
stretched trials organising teams, and 
may cause marshalling problems too, 
but if it attracts new entrants then the 
effort would be rewarded. Testing 
tarmac hills would be equally at home in 
class 0 as well as class R so some 
saving of resources could perhaps be 
achieved. 
 
Another possible option would be to 
make class 0 an all tarmac, time 
schedule event, with 2 or 3 alternative 
unsurfaced section, as at Blue Hills, for 
those who enter a trials prepared 
vehicle. To bring back historic sections  
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which have been tarmacked in more 
recent years would be an attraction in its 
own right. Downhill dead engine timed 
tests in some quiet lane could be an  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
interesting addition.  Nothing new here - 
it’s all been done before in our 
Anniversary and End to End events.  
 
 As the exam paper says - “discuss”! 

The whole of class R at the Hustyn time control ! 
 

(Photo by Alan Foster) 

The Windwhistle Bovey Down 
Trial, 30th April 2017, by Rob 
Wells 
 
Having stayed at the Blue Ball Inn 
where the governor had been using his 
tractor to clear some trails and modify 
some of the sections, Caroline Tarry 
and I turned up at Hangman’s Stone in 
my X-90 along with Jim and Peter 
Mountain in Pete’s Dellow. We left our 
trailers parked in the Blue Ball’s car park 
after a delicious breakfast with much 
coffee to mitigate the bottles of wine 
consumed the previous evening. 
 
This trial first instigated by Tim Whellock 
in 2004, is held at Bovey Down and is 
always a friendly affair with sections laid 
out over nine hills and a special test. 
There are three rounds with breaks for 
refreshment of the competitors and 

marshals alike at the HQ. Hot food, tea 
and coffee on sale along with mobile 
toilet facilities (Portaloo on a trailer) and 
gazebos for shelter from the constant 
drizzle were provided. Pity because the 
weather was particularly nice the 
previous day on our run down from 
Hertfordshire. 
 
It was so wet that Jim Mountain tried to 
implement a new rule whereby he and I 
would swap cars after the first round. I 
dismissed that idea instantly. 
 
The sections include Norman’s Hump 
and Clinton, part of the Exeter trial 
normally done in the dark. The site is on 
three levels and with the all car field split 
in two, there are few hold ups.  It was a 
wholly wooded site a few years ago but 
with many of the trees chopped down in 
the cleared centre of the area and lots 
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of tree stumps to avoid in the tree 
sections, you had to keep your wits 
about you. The ground was fairly dry to 
start with and with some stony sections 
we did not let our rear tyres down too 
much. This changed as the ground 
became wetter with areas of mud. 
However, there is no need to reflate to 
road pressures as the trial is all in a 
single venue. We got a two on our first 
section which was Hangman’s and had 
to be pulled out. Even Dudley Sterry, in 
his supercharged J2 MG succumbed to 
the tow rope after cleaning the section 
to get him back on the track. 
 
Eventually in the third round we missed 
Trumped as we had backed down twice 
before and got a puncture on the 
second time.  Our last section was 

Katie’s with a steep drop into a wooded 
and tightened loop (many tree stumps to 
miss) and an equally steep exit to get 
back on the track near the start. There 
were two VW Beetles floundering in the 
mud at the bottom, so discretion, plus 
the thought of a long drive home to 
Hertfordshire, we returned to HQ and 
made our excuses to Paul Brooks, 
Secretary of the Meeting along with a 
vow to stay at the Blue Ball for two 
nights next year. 
 
An excellent trial and many thanks to 
the organisers and marshals for a 
splendid event. Had we not retired we 
might have come third in class 5, 
entirely composed of X90s. 

11th Bovey Down Trial 30th 
April 2017 
organised by Windwhistle 
Motor Club 
 
Tim & Anne Whellock, 
Competitor No. 20 
 
Twenty entries is a bit low for this event 
and a bit marginal in terms of covering 
the cost of the fee for the venue, the 
MSA fees, the portaloo, etc. The now 
traditional slot for this event in the ACTC 
calendar of two weeks after Easter fell 
this year on the first May bank holiday 
weekend and clashed with a 
neighbouring Woolbridge Motor Club 
championship production car trial plus a 
classic trial in Cornwall which is not on 
the ACTC calendar. The Yorkshire Trial, 
which is on the ACTC calendar, on the 
following Sunday may well have also 
been a factor in the decision making 
process for triallers to decide which 
events to enter. In previous years the 
Bovey Down Trial has had an 'end of 
term' feeling about it. With the Yorkshire 
Dales Trial and the Durham Dales Trial 

now included in May this is no longer 
the case. Without asking those who did 
not enter why they did not enter we will 
never know. Thanks to the bumper entry 
of 41 last year the club is in a strong 
position financially. But it just goes to 
show that organising clubs cannot be 
complacent, one good year does not 
automatically translate in to permanent 
popularity. 
 
The first eight events, 2004, 2005, 2006, 
2008, 2009, 2010, 2013 and 2014 
experienced the energy and enthusiasm 
of the current Clerk of the Course and 
Secretary as competitors. The most 
recent Bovey Down Trials, 2015, 2016 
and 2017 have benefited from this 
energy and enthusiasm and a new team 
of Windwhistle trials enthusiasts 
including Clerk of the Course, Nick 
Farmer, David and Anna Robinson, 
Garry, Liz and Katie Hobbs, Peter 
Bishop (signage official) and loads of 
volunteers for the working parties. New 
sections have been found, designed 
and constructed in the lower, wetter, 
muddier, tree infested part of the venue. 
Investment in better marker poles and 
clearer pole numbers has made the 
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wiggly routes easier to spot, for some of 
us.......... Hobbs, Katies and Hangmans 
demand concentration, throttle control, 
quick steering and an ability to spot the 
markers/numbers.  Bill constructed last 
year and Trumped constructed this year 
are steep and wiggle up amongst the 
trees.   
 
The traditional sections – Normans 
Hump and Clinton as used on the 
January MCC Exeter Trial, at night, in 
the dark  – plus the well-used Marilyn 
and Hilary on the steeper flint infested 
slopes with fewer trees are included so 
the venue now has more variety to offer.  
3 rounds of 9 sections represents 
fantastic value for money at just over 
£1.00 per section.   Good competitors 
make good organising teams.  
 
The South West drought ended on 
Sunday 30th April, the day was wet, wet, 
wet. Probably the wettest 
Bovey Down Trial ever. At 
least this year there was no 
need to relocate the newts. 
There weren’t any because 
there weren’t any puddles until 
the day of the event.   
 
Sid Vale Carnival Club has 
never let the club down, the 
catering was up to scratch and 
makes such a difference to a 
day spent at a single venue. 
The bacon and sausage rolls 
for breakfast are great. The 
time spent waiting for the Clerk 
of the Course to adjust the 
sections between the rounds 
by moving the restarts and/or 
moving the markers can be 
spent eating hot food – pasties 
and chips - drinking hot drinks 
and chatting about ACTC/
MCC/trialling stuff.  
 
Fab cakes are available in the 
afternoon while the 
competitors wait for the 
results. Not long to wait – Jack 

Selwood collects the results sheets on 
his Yamaha trials motorcycle throughout 
the day, Paul and Ali Brooks enter the 
data and compute the results from their 
caravan headquarters. The club does 
not now have to seek sponsors to pay 
for the hire of the portaloo as it did in the 
early days. 
 
The routing and route marking was 
excellent, only one arrow was pointing 
in the wrong direction at the top of 
Marilyn, quickly put right during the 
course of Round 1. Plenty of marshals 
and plenty of thought went in to the 
creation and design of the sections. As 
a testing ground for trialling this event 
works all ways – it’s a non-
championship round and serves its 
purpose as a learning experience for 
everyone and all roles involved in 
putting on a successful classic trial. 

Jim Mountaiin, Dellow Mk 1, on Hobbs 
 

(Photo by Deb Leach  
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2017 Yorkshire Dales Trial - in 
a land that has its own tea, it 
was surprisingly dry……….by 
Nigel Jones. 
 

W e haven’t done this event 
since it was the Ilkley so it 
was with enthusiasm that 
we headed north from 

Market Harborough. The 3-hour journey 
seemed a faff, though much less than 
that for Clive Kalber from Truro! 
 
The Tea Cup Café in Pateley Bridge 
was a welcoming Start/Finish venue and 
the photo in the loo (Mk1 Rally Escort 
yumping) displayed their underlying 
interest. Scrutineering and signing on 
was carried out in a relaxed and efficient 
atmosphere. Then fed and watered, we 
were off.    
 
I’ve never been very good visualising 
hills from names, but I soon 
remembered Watergate 1 seeing it 
across the valley from the holding 
control. It’s a little like seeing Bluehills 2 
on the approach but on a smaller scale. 
It has always been tough and hasn’t 
improved with keeping. It’s rough, 
though cleanable with care. However, 
someone craftily put a final right turn at 
the top that wasn’t very clear and many 
missed it including me. This was not a 
good start and I was furious with myself. 
I really believe hills should be a 
challenge to climb, rather than a 
challenge to navigate. 
 
Watergate 2, although now slightly 
modified into a loop before exiting, 
remains the same fun wall-of-death 
quarry section. Now starting on the 
level, with some mild undulation, the 
almost-vertical climb out is quite 
something! Amidst friendly banter whilst 
waiting, I caught sight of Clive Kalber’s 
Pop being launched vertically like a 
rocket as it appeared out of the section. 
The steep climb out caught David 
Golightly out as the T stalled at the top. 

My MX5 did the same. The adverse 
camber of the climb out made me trickle 
for too long and stupidly I didn’t hit the 
loud pedal early enough. 
  
Driving away from the hills we caught 
Dave Haizelden crawling to a standstill 
at the next junction. The car had lost its 
clutch. Mechanical failure after only 2 
hills is cruel justice after the journey 
from Exeter. Unfortunately I know that 
sort of feeling only too well. 
 
In a couple of miles and below the main 
road for all passing motorists to see was 
Dry Gill. We stopped at the gate to 
watch David Golightly attempt it in his 
“new” Model T. I now have absolutely 
no doubt that he has cleverly 
engineered a little grey Ferguson tractor 
under the skin of the car. His climb and 
clean up this very steep and straight, 
naked moor bank was truly amazing. I 
expected him to stop somewhere below 
the 4-marker but it just kept going and 
going and going!  
 
Now, Dry Gill is what I call dangerously 
steep as reversing back down could be 
precarious to say the least. Seemingly 
Carla thought that too as she swiftly 
exited the car before David brought it 
back down forwards! Madman Chris 
Maries followed with his now familiar 
barn-storming technique and stopped at 
about 4. I wasn’t quite so brave and 
settled for a little less. I freely admit that 
sliding backwards down steep slopes in 
a car that is basically out of control is 
the one thing that really scares me and I 
chicken-out if I don’t think I stand a 
chance of cleaning. The danger of 
getting sideways and rolling is simply 
too great. 
 
Instead of heading back to the main 
road we proceeded along the stony 
moorland track for about a mile and a 
half in the direction of Strid Wood. The 
views are just spectacular, particularly 
on such a sunny day. 
 



33 

Strid Wood 1 is the well-known gulley, 
easier than normal today in the bone-dry 
conditions.  Clean, we proceeded to 
Strid Wood 2 which is a rough-ish climb 
over tufty grassland splattered with the 
odd exhaust-ripping rock so care was 
the order. The end of the section goes 
progressively steeper and rougher into 
the shadow of a lone animal-shading 
tree. 
 
Strid Wood 3 started nearby and 
involved a rocky, dusty climb to a sharp 
right onto a grassy track, followed by a 
sharp climb up the bank on the left to 
zigzag through large, lying, relatively 
obscure rocks to the top. The route was 
a bit of a guessing game but we 
managed it to a clean. Chris Maries 
struggled with the right turn and was 
seen mounted on the embankment at a 
sharp angle (which is normal!) whilst 
Sam Holmes was spotted at the end of 
the grassy track changing a wheel. 
 
After some discussion, we found Strid 
Wood 4 in the next county (well it 
seemed like it). Starting on the level of 
the exit track, you immediately turned 
right up the bank through a pole-marked 
11 gate. This seemed misleading to 
some, who apparently wrong-sided the 
marker. Fortunately we spotted it and 
cleaned the hill. With no sign at top and 
a track disappearing up the hill, we 
carried on heading for Lancashire, until 
on our own and realising our error. We 
could have driven for miles!   
 
Leaving the Strid complex we headed 
for Hawpike 1. The narrow, deep, trench
-like stream that crosses the approach is 
certainly getting worse, but being so dry, 
accelerating through the stone gate 
posts, up the normally slippery right 
hand slope in the track was relatively 
easy. The track, for that’s what it is, then 
goes between two mature trees that are 
menacingly close together, across 
another track and into an undulating 
gulley. As I approached the restart box 
and almost before I stopped, the 

marshal shouted at me “3-2-1-GO!” so I 
dropped the clutch and stuck solid on 
something I couldn’t see. Judging by the 
smile on his face, he could obviously 
see what I couldn’t! We both had a good 
laugh about it, I reversed and drove 
casually out cursing him under my 
breath whilst questioning his parentage. 
We progressed up and over the hill 
looking back at the splendid view of 
Bolton Abbey which alone was worth the 
trip and on into Highfield Farm special 
test. This used to be quite a hairy, 
longish test, starting downhill, 
negotiating stone gate posts in the 
bottom and up a steep exit to finish in 
the adjacent field, all on grass. It is now 
a much shorter, tightish slalom and 
nowhere near as much fun. However, it 
was nice to see that the availability of 
tyre inflation via a tractor at the end 
remains unchanged. This is a nice 
touch. 
 
We pushed on to Peels Wood, a gradual 
climb alongside a small grassy valley. It 
is usually deceptively slippery, but in 
these dry conditions it was no challenge 
at all and we achieved another clean. 
Finally we arrived at the much-needed 
lunch halt.  
 
A mobile catering van provided lunch 
and I can vouch for the excellent cheese 
burgers (particularly for those who had 
to make do with sausage and cheese!) 
and a mug of Yorkshire Tea of course! 
Soon we were at Dob Park Ford, which 
provided Dave Cook with a good photo 
opportunity. The rough exit and high 
drainage channel on exit road provided 
indigestion! 
 
I’m sure Sword point 1 is cleanable in a 
Haflinger, but it isn’t in an MX5.The 
steep straight-ish climb through the trees 
and over roots deviated unnecessarily 
into the restart area. Polished tree roots 
and mud prevented further progress and 
stopped most. However we did see 
some class 8 successfully climb. 
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Yorkshire 
Trial photos 

by Dave 
Cook 

 
 
 

Charlie Knifton & 
Nathan Marriott, 

VW 
 

 
 
 
 
Thomas 
Aldrian,  
Suzuki X90 

 
 
 
David Child & 
Phil Strong, 
2CV 
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Sword Point 2 is a tight puzzle that 
winds its way through trees, up a dry-
ish, gradual incline until it aggressively 
steepens and you reach what appears 
to be mine workings dug between the 
tree roots! They must have massive 
rabbits in Yorkshire! You could hide 
cows in the holes, yet some got through. 
I must be getting soft because I took one 
look and stopped. I simply wasn’t 
prepared to wreck the car.   
 
Wilson’s Wood 1 was a trickle up a bone
-dry track. In these conditions all we did 
was kick up dust. 
 
Wilson’s Wood 2 was just the same. 
However, it’s not often that you reach 
the top of the hill to find a Drinks Party 
and BBQ in full flow!??? Was it the 
Wilson’s? A Vodka-Martini would have 
gone down very well at that moment but 
regretfully none was offered. I was 
certainly shaken, but not stirred. 
 
Brinham lodge is a short, usually very 
slippery grass slope behind some farm 
buildings. It has been modified slightly 
since I last saw it but remains just as 
difficult with a quirky left and right over a 
hump before attacking the usual sharp 
uphill lefthander that catches all but the 
best. The hump got the better of us on 
this occasion.  
 
If I didn’t know better, I’d have sworn 
that Somerset Field was somebody’s 
front lawn. Looking out for a farmer with 
a shotgun, we quickly executed the 
slalom test, being careful to avoid the 
roses and hastily beat our retreat. I 
quickly caught sight of someone with a 
lawnmower and edge trimmers as we 
were leaving. Dropping down into the 
valley once again we headed for Havers 
and passed the entrance to Longside 
which was confusing for most. 
 
Havers was a new section for us and 
was reached from a private road. The 
hill zigzagged up a stone track to a 
restart just below stone step. I decided 

to go “high” and placed my front wheels 
on the step. It seemed to be the right 
decision and we pulled away without 
problem. Would it be as easy in wet 
conditions as the stone step was quite 
smooth? Who knows? 
 
Finally we returned along the valley to 
Longside Wood which is as described, a 
long, gradual climb that looks quite easy 
from the bottom, but is actually steeper 
than it looks. I’ve never been around the 
bend (some may argue this statement!) 
normally losing traction well beforehand. 
Today was going to be different in these 
dry conditions. We quickly shot up to the 
bend with surprising ease and lifted off 
slightly as the sharpness became more 
apparent. This was a bad mistake as 
just around the corner it becomes quite 
steep and rough. The car stalled as we 
tried to gain power to climb. “Oh Dear,” I 
was heard to snarl “I mucked that up” or 
words that sounded quite similar. The 
spectators were naturally delighted in 
my moment of failure.  
 
Eventually I regained my composure 
and drove slowly off the hill. There are 
some big holes in the exit road and I 
was relatively pleased I hadn’t attacked 
them at speed.  
 
So the hill retains its success over me. 
We broke the diff here on the Ilkley and 
had to use our spill kit when a fist-sized 
hole appeared in the casing! Mind you, it 
was in the entrance of the Council 
offices! 
 
CONCLUSION 
18 sections – started 8.30-ish, finished 
about 5pm –  Tired – but a good, 
challenging event. We’ll be back. Note 
to self – must try harder……………….as 
usual. 
 
Time for another cup of Yorkshire tea I 
fear……………………. 
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A Grand Day Out - The 
Yorkshire Dales Trial  
by Fred Mills 
 

I  only manage about 3 or 4 classic 
trials each year, only took the sport 
up a few years ago and have an 
awful lot to learn. The Yorkshire 

Dales Trial is a relatively local trial for 
us, the start at Pateley Bridge being 
only 90 miles from our home. The 
efficient and friendly scrutineering/
signing-on were followed by an 
excellent bacon bap and cup of tea. 
 
Our first section, Watergate 1 is one of 
the ‘Classics’, and is also one of my 
favourites. From the start the route 
passes through a stream and then 
climbs steeply up to a restart box, then 
goes on to a tricky slalom at the 2/1 
markers.  A helpful marshal was 
standing at the 2-marker pointing the 
way we had to go, unfortunately I was 
so busy looking at him that I missed the 
tightness of the turn and took the wrong 
route.  
 
Watergate 2 is in and around a ‘bomb-
hole’ and had a hidden trap for people 
like me.  There is a soft grassy hump on 
the left of the very tight left turn to the 
steep exit from the hole. My effort 
stopped there. 
 
Dry Gill is new section just off the 
B6265 a short distance east of the 
Stump Cross Caverns. It is straight run 
up a steep hill to a cross track and then 
up to the top of the hill. It was very wide 
giving plenty of scope for cutting your 
own route.  We kept to the right and 
bogged down above the crossing the 
cross track. Tony Branson, after 
watching our attempt, kept to the right 
on the lower part but crossed to the left 
after cross track and cleared it. The 
reverse down was a bit daunting, the 
marshals were extremely helpful and 
using the engine off but in gear trick we 
made a very controlled descent. I won’t 
be so intimidated by it next time. 

There are four sections in ‘Strid Wood’, 
described as ‘Stank’ on the OS map. 
 
SW1 is the infamous gully where my car 
always tries to climb out by turning up 
the steep sides. No different this year, 
probably caused by my very heavy right 
foot. 
 
SW2 is a new section to me and starts 
off in the area below the start of SW1. It 
is short and steep with a large sharp 
rock on the right just before the end of 
section. Our first zero of the day, 
hooray. 
 
The lower part of SW3 is up a short 
traverse with an extremely tight right 
turn onto a track. This leads to a tight 
left up the hill where the section widens 
out to cross an area of heather that 
cunningly hides a multitude of very hard 
rocks. We somehow cleared this to an 
accompaniment of constant bangs and 
crashes from underneath the car. 
 
SW4 could be a straight run up a grassy 
hill but there was a sneaky slalom 
between the 12-10 markers which I 
spotted and managed to follow 
correctly. The rest of the section was a 
gentle climb to the top of the hill. 
 
Hawpike 1 is deceptively dry until you 
reach the restart box where you 
discover that the grass is quite wet. 
Plenty of wheel spin without any forward 
movement meant failure. 
 
Highfield Farm Timed Section was a 
simple slalom this year, however 
Marlins don’t like this sort of thing their 
natural inclination is to refuse to make 
tight turns so we took it carefully to 
avoid penalties. Every year the farmer 
here provides a tyre inflation service 
and is interesting to talk to. This year 
Derek Reynolds came prepared and 
had a couple of bottles of beer to give 
him as thanks for his help. I hope it was 
Yorkshire Beer! 
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It was almost 11 miles to the next 
section, an old favourite Peel’s Wood. 
This is always quite tricky as the restart 
is set up, off to the right of the track, in 
the soft soil/grass. This means the car is 
leaning hard on the left drive wheel with 
little traction available for the right one. 
We managed to get off the restart but 
struggled for grip for the next 50 yards 
or so. Another clear. 
 
Our lunch stop was in a yard next to 
road leading to Dob Park Water Splash. 
The young man running the ‘burger van’ 
was very cheery and competent, his first
-class burgers were made to order from 
fresh meat. I hope he is used again next 
year. 
 
Dob Park Water Splash was used as 
section in previous years. It was I bit 
worrying to see Land Rovers, sitting in 
the river, up and down stream of the 
ford, presumably to stop us being swept 
away and to tow us out if necessary. I 
remembered this as being very broken 
up and bumpy, it hasn’t improved over 
the years. 
 
Sword Point 1 has a chequered history 
for me, I’ve known it when half the field 
couldn’t get off the start line. This year 
the start was dry but there was a restart 
in a very wet boggy area that managed 
to stop most people. 
 
Sword Point 2 is a twisty route through 
trees that ends up with short steep 
climb to turn right onto a cross track. 
Getting the speed right to clear the last 
ridge and turn right without hitting the 
cliff wall is quite tricky. I seem to 
manage to get a little higher each time I 
attempt it and this year I hit the jackpot 
and cleared it  
 
Wilson’s Wood is very different to the 
one I first attempted a few years ago. 
The tracks in the wood have been 
remodelled with a bulldozer and we now 
have two fairly easy sections. There is 
always a big family party at the top of 
WW2 this year was no exception and 

they gave us a big cheer as we went 
passed them. 
 
A short drive via the Hartwith Mill toll 
bridge brought us to Brimham Lodge. I 
think I’ve managed to get up this one 
once. It winds through long wet grass 
up a not very steep hill. Once again, I 
made the ‘Drive of Shame’ after 
reversing back to the start line. 
 
Somerset Field appeared to be in 
some-one’s front garden and was 
another slalom. Once again, I took it 
carefully. Our visit here was enlivened 
by John Charles endeavouring to avoid 
a large goose and her goslings as they 
waddled down the road. 
 
Being in class 7 we didn’t have to go to 
Bluebell Wood, I don’t have happy 
memories of previous visits. Instead we 
drove a further 5 miles or so up the 
valley to Havers. There was much 
discussion between the start line 
marshal and the Assistant Clerk of the 
Course about whether we had to drive 
through or go around the class 8 restart 
box, ours being higher up the hill. The 
decision that we should drive through 
didn’t help our cause as it caught me 
out and I clipped one of the R boards. 
As this wasn’t our restart we weren’t 
penalised, I assume that they are 
merely route markers and don’t carry a 
penalty. 
 
We had reached the last section, 
Longside Wood. On the way up we 
saw a sign advertising refreshments, 
the local gamekeeper and his family 
were raising money to buy kit for their 
son’s rugby club, we ordered two teas 
to be ready when we came back down 
from the section. The first couple of 
years this section was used everyone 
had to start in the gateway and make a 
very sharp right to climb the hill. This 
was a problem for cars like the Marlin 
who just won’t go around very tight 
corners, so now there are different start 
lines. There is a straight climb up to a 
left hairpin where you lose all your 
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momentum, followed by a boggy track 
with much less grip to the finish just over 
little ridge. First time I’ve cleared it, it 
was much drier than last year so I think 
that helped. 
 
On our way to the finish at Pateley 
Bridge we came across two police cars 
and an ambulance next to an upturned 
car. None of this was there when we’d 
driven up there 45 minutes before, and 

apparently, it was all gone when the 
back markers drove back to finish an 
hour later. 
 
We congratulate the A&P team on 
organising a very well-run trial. All the 
officials were knowledgeable, the route 
markers were very welcome and give us 
a new standard to aspire to on the 
Northern Trial. As usual we ended up 
last in class 7 but had had one of our 

The 2017 Yorkshire Dales 
Trial by Tony Branson 
 

W hatever they say, no trial 
organiser can control the 
weather. While everyone, 
especially the marshals and 

those of us with lidless cars, want is a 
dry day for the event actually it’s the 
conditions in the weeks before the event 
that can make or break it. In this respect 
the Airdale and Pennine club had a 
huge challenge this year I am pleased to 
report they rose to the challenge and 
provided an enjoyable and competitive 
event. 
 
Last year on Watergate1 I was 
concentrating so hard on the bumps in 
the track that I completely missed the 
restart until I was passed it (the restart I 
mean). This year we managed the 
restart and were so chuffed by that we 
missed the final turn to the right and 
scored 1. We were not alone and 
several picked up points at the restart. 
Watergate 2 has become more 
complicated. The main challenge used 
to be getting through it without hitting 
markers. This year the final climb out 
had been disrupted by a pile of spoil but 
we powered our way over that. Clive 
Kalber in his mighty Ford Pop gave new 
meaning to ‘4 wheels out’ as he exited 
the section with 4 wheels out of contact 
with the ground. 
 
The next section was a new one, Dry 
Gill. This was a straight climb. It had 

been set up to be very wide leaving a 
decision as to whether to go up the 
relatively smooth grass on the right or 
the ruts on the left. There was a cross 
track about two thirds of the way up. The 
right-hand side had a pretty steep step. 
The secret was to cut across to the left 
just before the track. A few did not and 
struggled. In the wet this would have 
been very difficult. We had a great 
climb. 
 
The sections at Strid Wood can be very 
challenging. For the majority on Strid 
Wood 1 the climb ended with a 6 on the 
substantial peat step with only the 
chosen few exiting the top. This year the 
start was moved onto the straight to 
allow access to the new Strid Wood 2 
and the section was pretty benign and 
we motored out of it without bother. 
 
The new Strid Wood 2 started below 
Strid Wood 1 and then crossed what 
used to be the waiting area for the old 
Strid Wood 2, now Strid Wood 3 
finishing with a steep climb between a 
tree and a large rock. It was certainly 
rough and we watched Fred Mills strike 
the rock a hearty blow, however we took 
it gently and cleaned the section. 
 
Strid Wood 3, the old Strid Wood 2 was 
the usual blast up a straight climb to the 
cross track and then a deviation to the 
left up a steep rocky bank. Unfortunately 
I took the first bit a little too gently and 
stuck on the lip of the cross track for 9. 
Clive Kalber did the same with rather 
more noise. 
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Perhaps disappointed by that, my 
navigator told me to return to the road. I 
was inflating the tyres when Pete Hart 
appeared and asked if we knew the way 
to Strid Wood 4. We consulted the route 
card which said follow the arrows. The 
arrows appeared to have got away from 
us but we did find the section. This 
started across the slope and then swung 
round for a straight blast up the hill. The 
last time I did this section it was very 
slippery and my offside steering arm 
snapped while reversing down. On this 
occasion I was getting round the corner 
when Eric shouted ‘go right’ I obeyed 
went right and went wrong scoring 11. 
 
We had a rather silent drive to Hawpike 
Farm The section gave us no problems 
and we were soon on our way to the 
observed test. This had been changed 
and was completed without any 
reversing which we appreciated. 
 
Peels Wood can be very difficult in the 
wet and I can remember struggling to 
get to the start. The restart is set on an 
adverse camber and this year they had 
put it a bit further up the bank to make it 
more difficult. We went high in the flatter 
part and had no difficulty it seems to 
have caught a couple of competitors. 
 
The next delight was the lunch stop 
where some very high class burgers 
were served. They seem to take a long 
time to come but were worth the wait. 
The route to Sword point 1 took us 
through the Dob Park water splash. I 
remember when this was run as a 
special test with the aim being to take as 
long as possible. We went very, very 
slowly and stalled. No such problem this 
time. 
 
When we got to Sword Point 1 it 
became obvious that it was not going to 
be easy. Usually this is a hill which is 
only challenging in the wet but this year 
there was a deviation off the main track 
with a restart for the higher orders. Only 
Dean Partington managed to get off this. 
For the rest of us those who went high 

scored 5 and the rest got 6. We had 
some difficulty as we reversed onto a 
tree stump and it took some lifting to get 
us off. For those who didn’t have to 
restart those of us that did had churned 
up the deviation to make it almost 
impassable. A few did get through 
among them Bill Bennett and David 
Golightly. 
 
Sword Point 2 was the usual weave 
between the trees followed by a blast to 
the summit. I got the first part right but 
was too cautious on the steep bit and 
could only manage a 1. A few other 
competitors did the same. 
 
I didn’t like the old Wilson’s Wood 
section but the new complex affords 
some fun driving, unfortunately in the 
dry it’s not very challenging. I hope the 
spectators enjoyed their barbecue and 
were entertained by us passing. 
 
I was glad we didn’t have to do Bluebell 
Wood as we got very stuck reversing out 
of the restart last year. 
 
Havers was a new hill. There were 2 
restarts and the main challenge was 
stopping at the right one. We rose to the 
challenge, avoided the deep trough and 
cleaned the section. 
 
The final section, Longside Wood, is a 
favourite even though we broke a rear 
spring there a few years ago. This year 
there was plenty of grip in the lower 
reaches. Just after the corner the Marlin 
decided on one of its un-requested 
attempts to explore the woodland to the 
right of the track. We had quite a fight to 
keep going and get back on the track 
but we were soon out of the top. 
 
All in all it was an excellent event, 
particularly considering the dry 
conditions. We were definitely a bit off 
form. Looking at the results it seems a 
few others were as well. Many thanks to 
the marshals and organisers for such an 
enjoyable event. 
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MG CC Taster Trial – An 
Organiser’s Experiences, by 
Adrian Tucker-Peake 
 
 

T he Midland Centre of MG CC is 
one of the most sporting of all 

UK Centres, running a host of sprints, 
runs and rallies plus a couple of single 
venue car trials each year. Last year, 
after a successful single venue event 
run at the Burton Dassett Country Park 
supported by entrants from many motor 
clubs, it was mooted that the 2017 
Spring trial might be run as a taster 
event with the aim of encouraging 
newcomers into the world of trials. All 
sports and activity clubs find themselves 
facing a decline in their membership, so 
they need to find ways to reach out to 
those who might be curious but remain 
apprehensive about taking the 
plunge….”so I’m interested in 
motorsport, I’m going to need fireproof 
clothing, a race licence and a super-
tuned car, right?” 
 
MSA’s Go Motorsport initiative provides 
clubs with a simple and supportive 
framework which enables those like MG 
CC to put on a fully authorised and 
insured event while equally minimising 
the burden on our ‘tenderfoot’ 
customers.  In taking this new event 
forward, we were fortunate to stand on 
the shoulders of MAC’s Clee Hills Trial 
team who had drafted such a plan back 
in 2015, and plus supporting promotion 
from others including MCC’s NOTW, 
Mike Leete’s Classical Gas and the 
BTRDA. 
 
Having put up my hand for Clerk of the 
Course duties, ably assisted by 
Secretary Tony Lake, we were delighted 
with the final outcome of some 22 
entrants, 16 of whom were novices or 
first-timers, including 16-year old James 
Young in the family’s Austin 7. So, 

having spent months pondering over 
plans, content, support, equipment, 
facilities and other preparations for the 
day, I thought that it might encourage 
others to have a go at a Taster trial 
themselves if I shared experiences with 
clubs via Restart magazine. We 
certainly weren’t aiming to see a dozen 
new entries at the next national Classic 
Trial, simply to gently introduce 
newcomers to the joy of car control on 
tricky surfaces and gradients, the 
accessible fun they can enjoy with their 
road car, the safe and organised 
management of such motorsport, and 
the opportunities for taking their interest 
forward….so who knows? 
 
Firstly though, as I found to my alarm 
when my novice (but RoSPA trained) 
pal Steve promptly locked up my MGF’s 
front wheels upon descending the grass 
bank approaching the first section, our 
team of experienced trials mentoring 
coaches were key to the success of the 
day. They offered calm confidence and 
car control advice both uphill and 
downhill, to some who had never taken 
their car off the tarmac before and were 
understandably nervous when looking 
down into our large grassy hillsides.  
 
Therefore many thanks to ACTC 
regulars Jonathan Toulmin, Nigel 
Whiten and Barrie Parker, plus others 
from BTRDA and MG CC for 
contributing their expertise and their 
trials prepared cars. 
 
So to run through key operational items 
as a guide to others: - 
 
MSA: granted a Taster Permit which 
exempts entrants from the need to be 
motor club members, and 
acknowledges it as a basic clubmans 
event for fees. Tony applied for this 
directly through Simon Fowler, since is 
not available on-line. The indemnity 
included the Blue Book wording from 
T4.1.3 to accommodate under age 
drivers. 
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Venue: a keen local farmer who has a 
long history of allowing motor clubs use 
of his land welcomed the club for a 
modest per-capita fee. We used a 
couple of grassy, undulating hillside 
fields, with shrubs not trees, to set out 
eight varying sections, plus a flat area 
for an observed test. Strictly non-
damaging, and with space for safe 
separation and return runs. 
 
I noticed just two weeks’ later that there 
was almost no sign of our vehicular 
activity, and not a sweet wrapper to be 
seen! 
 
Sections: I wanted to build novice 
confidence from the outset and to give 
ample opportunity for the coaches to 
teach without all seeming too hasty, so 
in each field set out 4 sections – a 
straight gentle climb, followed by a 
twisting one, then twisting cambered 
one and finally a long combined climb, 
enabling a form of graduation for our 
drivers. We had to bear in mind that 
even working out the route between 
coloured poles was a new skill for most!  
All sections finished either back down 
on a flat area or up on another safe flat 
area. 
 
In the afternoon’s rounds I added a 
restart in both fields to give an 
additional handbrake and clutch control 
challenge as the routes dried out. 
 
To add some spice to the day, and 
reflect ACTC practice, I included a 
coned observed test requiring the 
mastering of steering and braking on 
lush grass: the quicker pace made a 
stimulating change for the drivers. 
 
Also, to give novices a broader 
awareness of the world of trialling I 
invited the sporting trials fraternity, via 
Julian Fack, to contribute to the day. We 
were delighted that expert David Hales 
could bring his very capable machine to 
give demonstration rides up and down 
the most precipitous parts of the site: as 

passengers’ hands (and other bits!) 
clenched he showed off the driving 
artistry involved. 
 
The only terrain missing was anything 
resembling a classic trials track that we 
could have included to introduce the 
exciting bumpy rides that we enjoy so 
much. 
 
Tyre Pressures: I calibrated the layout 
and marking of the sections by my 
daughter Katy and I driving them in my 
standard Peugeot 2008. We noted a 
useful capability improvement by 
dropping the car’s front tyre pressures 
to 18 psi and elected to prescribe this 
pressure to all entrants for the event: 
after all, it is a key tool for the trials 
driver, so became part of the tuition. 
 
At the results wrap up, drivers were 
reminded to re-inflate for their run 
home. 
 
Regs: Motor clubs’ standard regs and 
entry forms are pretty formal, 
prescriptive and expect considerable 
motorsport awareness. Upon reading 
through MG CC’s standard forms we 
decided to ‘soften’ them up considerably 
in order to make the tone more 
welcoming – we shouldn’t expect a non 
licence holder to be conversant with 
much of the Blue Book, and the regs 
should appear to be an invitation not a 
restriction. 
 
Tony’s only anxiety arose from the 
startling number of late/on-the-day 
entries that had to be coped with 
amongst all of the signing on. Adding a 
floating ‘host’ to the team would have 
been helpful to assist with and answer 
all of the newbie’s queries. 
 
Scrutineering: Entrants were notified 
that a safety check would be made on 
their cars, and this would focus on car 
safety, steering, hand and foot brakes, 
tyre condition and tools etc. – it was not 
for eligibility. They were reminded to 
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remove any loose items from inside 
their vehicles beforehand and to bring 
their MOT certificate. 
 
Facilities: Any outdoor visitor attraction 
provides catering and toilets, so we laid 
on a good burger van and a toilet trailer, 
and notified our entrants who were 
delighted with the amenities. 
 
Structure of the Day: Blessed with 
sufficient coaches, some of whom were 
experienced triallers bringing their 
wives, children or mates, we managed 
to get a match up of 1:1 with the 
novices, so that a consistent 
relationship could build between them 
through the day and drivers were 
always ‘on the go’ without hanging 
around for changeovers. 
 
Round 1, involving attempts at eight 
sections across both fields, was not 
observed or marked, and each section 
was repeated once so that our coaches’ 
tips from the first attempt could be 
applied promptly on the second go. This 
approach established some familiarity 
with trials driving, an appreciation of 
what is possible with the cars, and 
safety awareness around the site – 
watching out for others. 
 
We did, however, time the test from the 
outset, so drivers could relish seeing the 
measured improvement in their driving 
skills from beginning to end. 
 
During the lunch break I tightened some 
of the routes and added two restarts. I 
briefed the marshals and we observed 
the afternoon’s two rounds to form a 
short competition. 
 
Round 2: a run through all sections 
again, just one attempt at each. 
 
Round 3: novices who had come and 
driven their own cars were given the 
option to drive their coaches’ trials 
prepared cars. 
 

 
We wrapped up the day by 4 pm, nicely 
timed as distant rain clouds gathered! 
Tony broadcast the afternoon’s results 
promptly and circulated a quick ‘one 
liner’ feedback sheet around all 
participants.   
 
Goodie Bag:  
we naturally wanted to showcase the 
accessible enjoyment of trialling through 
the driving experiences, but also to lead 
some of our guests towards considering 
further participation. So, we compiled 
goodie bags for each entrant to take 
away, partly as a memento of their own 
initiative, but also to stimulate possible 
next steps for some of them. Celia 
kindly supplied packs of Triples, Pat her 
Restarts, Tony the club’s flyer and Neil 
Mackay the BTRDA driving guide and 
annual events calendar. 
 
Tony and I would be happy to guide any 
ACTC clubs who might wish to launch 
their own taster event, and I’m sure Go 
Motorsport would be delighted. We also 
recognised, however, that we hadn’t 
much experience of using social media 
for event promotion, so would welcome 
guidance in future. 
 
For ourselves, I was very satisfied to be 
approached later by MG employee, MG 
ZS driver and sprinting enthusiast 
Lyndsay Clark to say how much he and 
his winning girlfriend Marie had enjoyed 
their day, and they were now starting to 
look for a class 1 trials car….. 
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Championship 
Chat 
 

I’ve just found out that, apparently as 
part of this job description I have to write 
some stuff. 
 
It has come as a bit of a shock, 
especially as to be able to compile the 
Crackington scores I had only just 
managed to re-learn how to consistently 
count to 10, and with all those pesky 
decimals! 
 
(thanks James Shallcross for the maths 
coaching) 
 
So, anyway, I am not much of a scribe, 
and scratching things on clay tablets is 
really difficult, so I thought I would try 
that new papyrus stuff they are all 
talking about -  but that stuff will never 
catch on you know, and ‘Lo, it was 
the Microsoft  WORD, and the word was 
God ‘…….knows what I am going to talk 
about. 
 
Unfortunately I have been unable to do 
any trials this first half of 2017, other 
commitments, and a very stubborn 
piece of old rusty cast iron in the shape 

of a Ford 100e side-valve engine, have 
kept me at home.  
 
The Wheelspin has a familiar look to it 
at the top, but it is great to see some 
different names towards the top of the 
Crackington. 
 
With the North Regional Championship 
completed, the trophy winners will only 
change by default through positions at 
the top of the Wheelspin or Crackington. 
 

Cheers 
Carl 
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