
 

The Quarterly Bulletin of 
the Classic Trials  World 

 

The official newsletter 
of  the Association of 
Classic Trials Clubs 

Volume No: 27 
 

 Issue 4, January 2017 

RE
ST

AR
T 



 
Cover photographs : 

 
2015 ACTC champions: 

 
Duncan Stephens (2016 Cotswold Clouds Trial) 

(Photo by Dave Cook) 
 

Nick Farmer (2015 Exeter Trial) 
(Photo by Dave Cook) 

 
Steve Urell 2015 Lands End Trial 

(Photo by Dave Cook) 
 

Restart is printed by Hertfordshire Display plc 
www.hdprint.co.uk 



1 

 

 
ACTC Council Officers 

 
President:                             Simon Woodall  
Vice Presidents:                        Alan Foster 
                                            Martin Halliday 
                                                   John West 

                                            Robin Moore 
                                          Anne Templeton 
Chairman:                         Giles Greenslade 
Vice Chairman                     Brian Partridge 
Treasurer:                           Barbara Selkirk 
Championship Secretary            Carl Talbot 
Motorcycle Co-ordinator      Stephen Bailey 
Championship Monitor:    James Shallcross 
Rights of Way Officer:          Andrew Brown 
Secretary:                                  Bill Bennett 
 

 
Advertising Rates 

 
Inside 
Half Page     1 Issue £12.50 
                     2 Issues £20.00 
                     3 Issues £32.50 
                     4 Issues £35.00 
Full Page      Double the above 
Inside Cover 
Half Page       4 Issues £55 
Full Page        4 Issues £100 
 
All rates payable in advance 
All income supports the publication of 
Restart. 
 
The opinions expressed by 
contributors and advertisers are not 
necessarily shared by the editor or the 
ACTC. 

 
RESTART Volume 27, Issue 4, January  2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 
Giles’ Jottings    3 
Bill’s Bits    4 
Tamar     6 
Kyrle      16 
Hardy       20 
Allen      25 
Camel     35 
Championship Chat   40 
Forthcoming Events    44 

 

FINAL COPY DATE 
FOR  

NEXT ISSUE : 
 

25th Februuary 
2 

EDITORIAL 
Editor: Mrs Pat Toulmin 
Northbrook            Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands        Jonathan Toulmin 
Heath End         Tel: 01789 731332  
Snitterfield                                        jonathan@toulmin.info      
Stratford on Avon                    
CV37 0PP         
Tel:   01789 731332                    ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
pat@toulmin.info     
  
Message from the Assistant Editor: 
 
It has been my lot for the last dozen years or so to “persuade” trials drivers, or perhaps 
their passenger, to write reports on ACTC events. Without them, there would be no 
magazine for you to enjoy. These “willing” authors are the unsung heroes of this 
publication, and the Association is most grateful to them. If you have not been asked, 
but would like to write a report on a trial, then please let me know – I would love to hear 
from you!! I need at least three such “scribes” for each event – for MCC events I usually 
try to get 5 or 6. I try to reflect the different classes, and try to select someone with an 
early, middle and late numbers as events can change significantly depending on your 
start time. Inevitably, some promised reports do not materialise, mostly for good reason, 
but last month as many as ten were not received, which is why this edition is rather 
thinner than usual. So if you agree to write, please make every effort to get your report 
in before the copy date – it will save the editor and the deputy editor from anxious times! 
But a heartfelt “thank you” to all those who do make a contribution to this magazine.    
 

 
 
The spirit of 
classic trails? 
 
(photo by 
Adrian Tucker
- Peake) 
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GILES’ 
JOTTINGS 
 

H appy New Year to all, 
hopefully the Christmas break 
gave everyone a chance to 
rest and relax as well as 

getting any jobs completed on cars and 
bikes ready to continue the trials season 
as we enter January. 
 
The Championships came to a 
conclusion in December and the 
Pouncy, Crackington and Wheelspin 
leagues all went down to the wire.  The 
tables can be found at the back of 
restart and show the premier winners to 
be Geoff Walker in the Pouncy, Sticker 
Martin in the Crackington, Dean 
Partington in the Wheelspin and Geoff 
Wescott in the Red Rose Bowl. 
 
I owe an apology however to both Kathy 
Martin and David Haizlden for 
incorrectly informing them both that they 
had succeeded in winning their 
respective championships, when in the 
final reckoning they both took runner-up 
spots. Unfortunately an error I had 
created in the spreadsheet and a lack of 
an eye for detail, meant a number of 
errors had crept in and I’m grateful to 
James Shallcross and Bill Bennett for 
bringing them to my attention so that we 
hopefully now have the correct drivers 
and riders in the correct positions. 
 
As we enter 2017, we are still looking 
for a someone to put their name 
forwards to become the next Chairman 
of the ACTC. It seems that the way trials 
are run creates strong feelings and 
opinions and yet whenever a volunteer 
is required to assist in shaping the 
direction of the sport the silence is 
deafening.  
 

Fortunately Carl Talbot is now taking 
over as the new championship secretary 
and I am sure his results will be more 
accurate than my last attempts. Carl has 
also put together details of the new 
regional championships that are going 
to be part of the ACTC this year. So if 
you feel that you aren’t able to do 
enough events to enter the full 
championships, then look at those local 
to you and perhaps have a go at fighting 
to be a new regional champion. 
 
Have a great 2017. 
 
GILES 
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Bill’s Bits 
(Sect’s Spin) 
 
The 2016 trials season finished with 
our usual trip down to Bodmin for 
the Camel Classic trial which was 
as enjoyable as always. It’s a trial I 
never do well in but it’s a great 
event to bring the season to a 
close. We have just over a month 
before starting the 2017 trials 
season with the Exeter trial. With 
not too much to do to the car, this 
time will help me to catch up on all 
the other jobs which have 
accumulated during the latter part 
of the trials season.  
 
Of course the next big question is 
“what will be the weather for the 
Exeter trial”, driving an open car, 
one even without a windscreen, the 
weather makes a great difference 
to the difficulty and enjoyment of 
the trial. 
 
Having received the Final 
Instructions, Route Book and entry 
list for the Exeter trial I checked the 
entry list and noted that there are 
only two cars entered in class 2. 
This prompted me to delve into my 
trials records cupboard and check 
entry levels 20 years ago. In 1996 
there were 36 cars entered in class 
2!  
 
The danger of looking at 2 years in 
isolation is that either or both figure 
can greatly distort the impression 
given regarding trend, so I thought I 

should at least add more data to 
increase the validity to the trend 
pattern and included figures for 
2001, 2006 & 2011 giving figures at 
5 year intervals. Statisticians will tell 
me that this is still insufficient data 
to really be meaningful but at least 
it gives us some idea what’s 
happening and will probably back 
up what we feel is happening. I 
added one more column showing 
the average entry for each class 
over the last 20 years, or at least 
over those years analysed. Having 
checked class 2 I thought it would 
be interesting to check all classes. 
 
Looking first at the motorbike 
classes it would seem in this very 
rough comparison that classes in 
general are fairly consistent, I 
would be interested to hear from 
riders if this is their impression as 
well? 
 
Moving to the car classes it’s clear 
to see that entries in classes 1 & 2 
are definitely in decline. Thanks to 
the BMW cars Class 3 entries seem 
to be holding up, but Class 4 
entries are also in decline. Class 5 
entries are increasing thanks to the 
X-90 guys and Class 6 entries 
seem to be just about holding 
steady. A big surprise is Class 7 
where entries are definitely in 
decline as are those in Class 8 to a 
lesser degree.  
 
The MCC must be very thankful for 
class 0 which started during the 
period above but have since kept 
the total entry level up. Looking 
through the entries in class 0 I think 
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there is only 2 class 2 cars, so many 
class 2 cars are no longer trialling – 
shame! In 2017, out of the total of 
221 cars entered 35 (nearly 16%) 
are Suzukis. Also looking at the 
wide diversity of the trials machinery 
running in Class 0, I can quite 
imagine the day will come when the 
class might have to be split into sub-
classes to give all entrants a fair 
chance of class success although of 
course this is less important in MCC 
events when we compete against 
the club, but if one of the more 
competitive vehicles in class 0 climb 
a section, that means all vehicles 
have to do the same to achieve an 
award. 
 
 E & O E. 

 
It would be interesting to know if the 
trends suspected above are the 
same for the ACTC one day trials 
and if any adjustments in either 
sections or class structures are 
indicated? Entry levels are 
important for the organising Clubs 
from the economic point of view but 
I think trials are more interesting if 
there is a larger entry. 
 
 
 
 

 

Exeter Trial Entries.     

Class 1996 2001 2006 2011 2017 Average 
A 7 12 12 16 5 10.4 
B 9 30 42 56 52 37.8 
C 57 5 7 12 19 20 
D 24 4 14 16 14 14.4 
E 2 22 3 2 1 6 
1 15 24 13 15 8 15 
2 36 34 12 16 2 20 
3 28 24 21 23 11 21.4 
4 35 23 9 11 9 17.4 
5 20 22 16 24 48 26 
6 13 10 9 15 9 11.2 
7 43 37 48 28 27 36.6 
8 33 44 34 27 19 31.4 
0 0 0 55 75 52 36.4 

Totals 322 291 295 336 276 304 
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The 2016 Tamar Trial 
by Mal Allen 
 

I t was a Thursday the week before 
the Tamar Trial, I know because I 
had an appointment with the dentist 
that day, something one 

remembers. The current Mrs Allen and I 
were kicking back on the sofa (that’s 
relaxing to you older readers). The 
phone rang, Donny reached out and 
answered it, there was a pause, and 
then she said the words that would 
strike fear into any grown trials driver 
“Hello Jonathan”  
 
So here I am with Barbara Streisand 
belting out of the speakers trying to fill a 
couple of pages with words loosely 
based around the Tamar Trial.  For the 
past couple of years a group of us have 
made the trip to Launceston a little more 
social by driving down on the Saturday, 
staying at a local golf club (as far as I 
know none of us know one end of a golf 
stick from the other) and enjoying a few 
drinks and an amicable meal on the 
Saturday evening. We also stay the 
Sunday night and give ourselves a 
relaxed drive home on the Monday.  
 
The problem this year was that I had 
previously agreed to run the start line 
crew for my local motor club who were 
running a sprint at Castle Combe race 
circuit on the Saturday and Donny was 
lined up to assist the event secretary, 
signing in the drivers and writing up the 
times on the large board for the drivers 
to read. I knew from experience that the 
sprint would probable run close to its 
deadline of 6:00 in the evening, so, we 
decided to take the Marlin on its trailer 
up to the circuit so that we could jump 
onto the motorway at Tormarton and 
whizz straight down the M4/ M5 /A30.  
 
I was a bit bored on the Friday before so 
I knocked up a splitter and attached it to 
the front of the Marlin (for those of you 
who do not get involved with sprints or 

hillclimbs, the splitter is a device fitted to 
the front of competition cars to break the 
light beam that starts/stops the timing 
equipment), So there’s this trials car 
sitting on a trailer complete with splitter 
in the paddock full of serious sprint cars, 
it got some strange looks!! I’d just like to 
make two comments, one, my splitter 
that took 20 minute to make was better 
than several that were attached to the 
sprinters cars and two, when I went 
through the trial scrutineering on 
Sunday morning no one noticed the 
splitter, Disappointed! 
 
So, we left Castle Combe at about 5:40, 
not bad, had a good run all the way, 
even got through the Almondsbury 
Interchange without stopping (only just, 
it’s always slow). We got to the Golf 
Club about 8:30, perfect timing, Bill was 
just at the bar getting them in. That first 
beer was like nectar after the best part 
of 3 hours on motorways/dual 
carriageways. It’s always good to sit 
down to a meal with good friends like 
the Bennetts and the Harts (even if they 
do insist on calling me “Grumpy”) 
 
After a non PC breakfast of fried stuff 
and coffee we head for the start, which 
is in its usual place. Scrutineering and 
diff test is carried out in the usual 
efficient way and we sign on. Having 
just eaten we avoid the chuck wagon, 
but find Murray MS polishing off his 
bacon sarnie. I’m sorry to hear that Dick 
Bolt has a problem and will not be 
starting (in my mind I move up a place in 
the results). We leave on our time and 
head for the first hill, I like this clubs 
route instructions, they are clear, 
comprehensive and detailed, and I 
especially like the “Distance to Next 
Section” and “Roughness Category” I 
believe this is the sort of information 
drivers need. 
 
Hey, look at that, a full A5 page of drivel 
and I’ve still hardly mentioned the 
Tamar.  
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OK, I suppose I should talk about the 
actual trial, as usual this will be my take 
on my trial, any reference I make to 
other drivers should not be taken too 
seriously. 
 
Section 1 Webworthy. As usual I 
don’t remember many sections from 
previous years and this one was no 
exception. When we joined the queue 
as Duncan Stephens was just about to 
start, it was a downhill start a few yards, 
then 90 right into a fairly long uphill very 
muddy lane, but this was hidden from 
the drivers so we had no idea what was 
around that first bend. We listened to 
Duncan power away after the corner, 
then it went very quiet, the 4x4 went into 
the section and re-emerged pulling the 
Melos out backwards, bloody hell, if 
Duncan can’t get up the section what 
chance do mere mortals like us have!  
(Duncan later admits he bottomed 
because he let his tyres down too 
much). More by luck than judgement we 
had only reduced our pressures to 10 
psi and slithered out of the top, much to 
my relief.  
 
Section 2 Trencreek. We arrive to be 
told the restart has been cancelled, 
Wonderful. Isn’t it strange how life lifts 
you up only to knock you down again 
minutes later? We leave the start line 
drop down into a stream coming out the 
other side  we ground out heavily, but 
keep rolling for another few yards, the 
engine was racing I thought we had 
wheel spin so I kept the boot in. No, the 
gearbox had jumped out of first, never 
done before, put it back into first and 
pulled away and cleared the hill easily, 
muttering shop floor language to myself. 
After a few minutes of TC Mrs Allen 
calmed me down and we agreed that 
this event would be that “Just a drive in 
the country” that we often talk about. 
Which means I will give a quick flavour 
of each section. 
 
Section 3 Crackington. Marshalled by 
Anna and David Robinson. 12psi limit 

for class 7. What do I care? I’ve already 
made cockup of the event. I leave the 
ever happy Anna and head to the restart 
and David.  He drops the flag and away 
we go, no real drama. As we turn left 
and right at the top of the section we 
point out to each other where next 
meeting of the “10cwt Back Axle 
Congress” will be taking place this 
December. 
 
Section 4 Trehole Copse. A short 
sharp climb on mud with a left-hand 
radius, I have to apply power to keep 
moving and the car understeers towards 
the bank, Donny is shouting “THIS WAY 
THIS WAY” but the car does not listen, 
luckily it bounces back off the bank and 
we climb out of the finish. 
 
Section 5 Trehole Grove. This section 
was a track that curved up the side of 
the hill with a right hand bias, 
unfortunately, as we climb around the 
curve the sun was sitting right on the 
exit point so that it was impossible to 
see where you were going, knowing 
there was a considerable drop on the 
left I chickened out at the 2 marker and 
put on the brakes. Pete Hart tells me he 
just shut his eyes and kept his foot 
down!!! And when I spoke to Duncan he 
told me he just looked down over the 
side of the car and followed the edge of 
the track, now why didn’t I think of that? 
 
Observed Test 1 Start on line “A” stop 
astride line “B” it doesn’t get much 
simpler than that. So that’s what we did. 
 
Section 6 New Langleys. Bit of a 
holdup here, one of the class eights had 
broken something in the axle. Section 
mainly laid out using tape (problem with 
tape it blows around a bit in the wind). 
Class 7 had the “advantage” of a lower 
restart line, but we still had to clamber 
over the tree roots at the Class 8 restart, 
of course because we were in “it doesn’t 
matter mode” we cleared the section 
with ease. 
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Section 7 Trevilla. Now this one I 
remembered, but the organisers had 
used a totally different route through the 
trees, so in fact I didn’t remember it!! 
More tape, lots more tape. Lots of 
slipping the clutch and twirling the wheel 
until the final blast up a steep bank out 
of the wood, that’s if you made the 
climb, we stopped at the 4 marker and 
happy to get that far. Mr Hart made it to 
the 3 marker, but, as his new distributor 
cost more than my engine and gearbox 
combined I was happy with the 4. 
 
Interestingly on the next road section 
we were stopped in a passing point to 
allow a convoy of Tractors through, they 
were on some sort of charity run, there 
must have been 30+ tractors some were 
small and some were so BIG I had to 
squeeze into the hedge to make room 
for them.  
 
Observed Test 2 Start on line “A” stop 
astride line “B” it doesn’t get much 
simpler than that. So that’s what we did. 
Sound familiar?  
 
Section 8 Allerford Steep. Start on 
flat, drive up gentle track to right turn 
onto flat track, drive along track until 
you think you have missed a junction, 
then hard left up to the restart, steep but 
not a problem, it was around here that I 
apparently touched the tape to incur a 
penalty of 8.  
 
Section 9 Angel Steps. Let’s not beat 
about the bushes here, there is 
NOTHING angelic about this section. 
It’s a steep track with lots of hard, lumpy 
rocks sticking out of the ground. This 
year it was kind to me, we cleared the 
restart and bounced our way to the top. 
OK, for once it was dry(ish). 
 
And then to Marystow Church Hall, 
apparently this is a favourite with the 
female drivers and passengers, could it 
be the delicious cakes and pasties? Or 
maybe the “facilities”? 
 

Section 10 Lew Wood 1. Can’t 
remember this section except we had to 
pass section, turn and return to line up, 
results show we cleaned it. Nice. 
 
Section 11 Lew Wood 2. Bumpy 
climb through woods to very steep 
restart, like every other car that had to 
restart we failed and scored 3. A bit of a 
waste. 
 
Section 12 Lew Wood 3. Originally 
class 7 had a restart and 14psi tyre 
pressures here but when we arrived we 
were informed the restart had been 
scrubbed, still 14 psi though. As with all 
other cars in class 7 we cleared the hill 
. 
Section 13 Chillaton. Another restart, 
we made a good straight forward climb 
to clear the section. Just 2 sections to 
go, I could smell that pint waiting for me. 
 
Section 14 Harts Lane. We pulled up 
to the start, the marshal looks 
remarkably like Anna Robinson, Oh, it is 
Anna, still smiling. They drive all the 
way down and still marshal 2 sections, 
true enthusiasts. I turn the engine off 
and jump out to reduced tyre pressures, 
as I bend down by the rear tyre the car 
slowly starts to move, Up Hill, TC Mrs 
Allen then says (quite loudly) “there’s 
smoke coming from under the bonnet” I 
shout “immobiliser” and as quick as a 
quick thing she turns off the electrics, 
the car stops. I open the bonnet to find 
an alternator that was too hot to touch 
and a bundle of wires fused together, 
smoking gentle. I thought “Oh dear, 
that’s a bit of a pickle”. Actually, that’s 
not what I thought, but this is a family 
publication.  
 
Anyway, 30 minutes later alternator 
changed, starter motor disconnected we 
bump start down the road. I decide to 
attempt the hill, it’s another mud bath, 
we slip and slide out the other side. We 
drive to the last section waiting for the 
car to die, hoping it will survive. 
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Section 15 Park Impossible. Despite 
its name we have never failed this hill, 
which, as you can imagine means I 
enjoy and look forward to attempting it. 
This year an ailing car and 14psi adds 
an edge to it. As we wait on the start the 
young lad marshalling (I’m sure it was 
the same cheerful lad who was there 
last year) points out the notice stating 
no tyre pressure limits for us, I let 4 psi 
out of the tyres as quick as I can.  This 
section is a fairly long, loose soil track 
winding steeply up between the 
rhododendron bushes with the restart 
conveniently placed on the steepest bit. 
At the marshals instruction we launched 
off the line, stopped astride the restart, 
blasted off and popped of the top on a 
bit of a high, (high? top of the section? 
get it?).  
 
We gingerly drive the 6 miles to the 
finish at the Winds of Change pub (nice 
beer, shame I have to drive), during the 
signing off I mention that it was less a 
trial more an “Adventure”. 
 

I have to congratulate Aaron Haizelden 
on his overall victory dropping just 3 
points all day, a great drive, and all the 
other award winners, they deserve their 
awards. I haven’t listed all the award 
winners as I am sure they will be listed 
somewhere else in the mag. Although 
the weather was kind to us the 
organisers still found plenty of mud and 
“other stuff” for us to play in. 
 
And now to the serious bit, I have done 
this trial several times, it has never been 
a lucky trial for me, so I have decided 
that I will not be entering this event 
again. Which is shame because the 
sections are some of the best in the 
country, the countryside is beautiful, and 
all of the marshals and event organisers 
(except one) are friendly and helpful.  
But it only takes one person to take the 
shine off of what should be an enjoyable 
day in the country. I also realised that 
for the cost of doing this trial I could do 
the Allen, The Kyrle, The Cotswold 
Clouds and have enough left over to do 
the Mechanics. 

LNCMC Tamar Trial, 2016  
by Adrian Tucker-Peake 
 

O h the ‘highs’ and ‘lows’ of 
trialling, as recounted in this 
tale of Freddy our class 6 
MGF’s second foray out on 

the wonderful Tamar trial.  With all 
paperwork efficiently e-mailed to us 
beforehand, Liz and I set off down the 
M5 late on Saturday morning with our 25 
year-old sports car variously repaired 
from surviving the knobbly bits of the 
Edinburgh Trial. I remain one of the ‘old 
school’ trial entrants who enjoy driving 
our cars to and from events, sometimes 
making a long weekend of the more 
distant outings but also having to accept 
the risk of tackling a breakdown.  
 
However, those of us entrants who were 
coming from ‘up country’ enjoyed the 
highs of the bright sunlit autumn colours 

on the run west, but endured the lows of 
the half term ‘Queue Ahead’ signs for 
endless M5 miles! En route we mulled 
over the different Tamar routing and 
some new sections from our 2014 visit, 
reminding what a wonderful crop of trials 
sections adorn the north Cornwall 
landscape, a delight for the CoC. 
 
So, next morning, having spun up on the 
roller test (does this method catch 
anything now?), signed on and 
appreciated the local contingent of 
Escorts that are still about, (Messrs 
Jeffrey, Vivian, Bassett and Martin) it is 
the CoC Pete Cooper who we meet at 
the start point. He’s a particularly busy 
chap today, having to fill places lost by 
some club helpers who’ve succumbed to 
a local lurgy. Then a tidy new white 
Scimitar arrives, Dave H having finally 
got the Duratec machine’s throttle 
bodies running the day before, but not 
really sweet enough yet for trials work!   
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Local expert Brian Andrew leads our 
class 6 threesome away, then at 9:24 
we’re off on a beautiful, sunny roof-
down morning to the new opener, 
Webworthy. Indicative of the club’s local 
support, the farmer has welcomed the 
event by cutting back both hedges and 
we all arrive to distant full throttle 
snorting – LNCMC throw down the 
gauntlet within 10 miles!  Soon round 
the bend and a thrilling, long and 
slippery climb excites everyone – our 
MG bites well and its big smiles at the 
summit, Lizzie picking mud clumps out 
of her hair while I pump up – what a 
corker for an opener!  Surprisingly, 
however, it catches out another MG, 
MCC Triple winners Bill & Liz having the 
rare experience of taking the escape 
road. 
 
The 8-mile run to Trencreek takes us 
through a pretty cluster of cottages, 
trickling over their prim gravel (well done 
the PR team!) and down to a ford and 
section labelled in the route book as 
Roughness Category 3/5. Waiting here I 
catch up with long-time trialler Graham 
Sweetland who fondly remembers Dad 
and is enjoying his sporting return in 
Roger Ugalde’s Beetle.  
 
It’s another fun, 
slippery mud section, 
thankfully spared the 
expected restart, and 
just 3 miles later 
we’re at another ford, 
the very familiar one 
at the foot of 
Crackington, where 
locals, children and 
dogs are again 
enjoying the 
spectacle from the 
footbridge. All classes 
have a restart, off to 
the right from the 
notorious tree root 
ball that we 
encountered at 
Easter. Word is that 

it’s a 50/50 success rate, so we’re 
careful up to the restart – there’s the 
tape leading uphill, and two R’s….but 
nothing more so it must be a line not a 
box. Up to the right shows a camber so 
we try low and left, but there’s no 
getaway for us and an advantage for 
Brian and Kirsty in the other class 6 
Beetle. 
 
Just 1½ miles on to three grassy 
Trehole Farm sections – the sticky 
hillside blast called Copse is our 
favourite of the three, managing a 
competitive 2 before a reassuring tug 
out by tractor – always feels more in 
control than do some Landies! Strong 
clears here amongst our co-runners by 
both Scimitars, Sticker Martin, Matt 
Facey and then James Shallcross who 
successfully responded to the farmer’s 
encouragement when approaching the 
summit! 
 
New Langleys combines almost every 
trials ingredient in one section – a deep 
gully on the approach, ford at the foot, 
rocks after Begins, slimy mud in a loop 
and a steep, rooty restart, all under the 
watchful gaze of trialling experts! Here 
three of the class 7 wizards, Jon Moore, 
Duncan Stephens and Mal Allen 
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shamed the 8s with clean restart 
getaways, but for us production car 
mortals merely getting through the mud 
to the R’s was an achievement and we 
nursed our MG to the box under Tris 
White’s flag – a pity to have to stop! 
Ease out the clutch but no progress so 
it’s another tractor tow.  
 
However, at least we’re still motoring: 
John Groves who is back out again in 
his Troll had engaged his clutch to a 
loud, ominous click from the rear axle – 
he and Mike Ellis were busy on the diff 
replacement as we left, jacked up 
beside a very sorry abandoned Sherpa 
van. Dave H was gutted to suffer a 
similar fate, retiring his Scimitar with its 
brand new but toothless Quaife diff. 
 
Trevilla is a taxing, twisty up-down-up 
challenge in a dry, leafy copse, and its 
unconquered to date we’re told.  
Freddie tackles it eagerly, the mid-
engined car responding with agility to 
the helm on the final tight uphill ramp – 
we’re delighted to pop out to marshal’s 
acclaim – hey, loving this event! The 
sun’s out and its smiles all round, 
looking forward to the famed Park 
Impossible and Angel Steps later in the 
day.  
 
But for now there’s 5 miles down to the 
Scarsick observed test, the benign track 
a.k.a. Oozes Water that we’ve 
marshalled on the Land’s End and was 
the ACTC Calendar November section 
of the month. Quick round the corner, 
up towards the timekeeper then a 
sudden, horrific bang from the right front 
suspension…”that sounds expensive” 
he cries as the car promptly sinks 
amongst the recognisable smell of 
hydragas fluid. We trickle and scrape 
upwards, on past the ironic ‘Unsuitable 
for Motors’ sign and take stock. Upon 
which Alan Black arrives in his bruised 
Fugitive, its right rear spring poking 
through its chassis bracket: there was 
obviously a recently eroded rock step 
back there. Alan confirms he can limp 

home but we’re a bit too close to the 
ground and 200 miles away! Definitely a 
low point after enjoying a promising run 
on a great trial. 
 
However, if there was a good spot to 
retire, this was it. Help from competitors 
to jack up the car, a helpful neighbour 
cutting wood blocks to regain some ride 
height, helpful and hospitable marshals 
John and Vivien Turner to escort us to 
their nearby home, revive us with tea 
and cakes and help wash the sad MG 
for acceptance by recovery on Monday 
morning. John himself knew the 
disappointment of trial retirement, 
having withdrawn his Dellow early on 
this year’s Edinburgh. 
 
So in limping mode, sitting on its bump 
stops, we trickle the 7 miles back to the 
Launceston hotel at 18mph…at least 
being Cornwall not the Midlands there’s 
only one car overtaking carefully every 
mile! Next day the contract recovery 
flatbed arrives and agrees that the 
Cornish lanes do get muddy this time of 
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Tamar Trial 
photos by 
Duncan 
Stephens 

 
 
 
 

Pete & Carlie Hart, 
Marlin Roadster 

 
 
 
Jon 
Moores & 
Alan Ede 
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Tamar Trial 2016 by Simon 
Oates 
 

W hat a glorious day Sunday 
23rd October was, friendly 
and well organised start, 
scrutineering, diff test, 

signing on and a catch up with other 
competitors opposite Launceston 
Football club. 
 
First a little explanation (excuse?) of our 
situation with the car, two days before 
the Edinburgh Trial I went to fill Torum 
(the car) up with fuel and discovered no 
oil pressure registering from the engine. 
A quick removal of the engine and sump 
revealed that the oil relief valve had 
jammed open and starved the engine of 
oil. With a quick fix not possible, I had 
decided to take the GTM coupe on the 
Edinburgh as I didn’t really want to miss 
it. With a few guards added underneath 
during Friday, we went and competed in 
class 7!!! We got to Putwell where the 
diff disintegrated and we limped out of 
the competition.  

I had by now decided to replace the 
engine in Torum. Eventually I sourced a 
F2 Brisca 2.0 pinto one in Camborne a 
few days before the Tamar Trial. It takes 
a bit of time to take bits off and replace 
on another engine as I’m sure most 
trialers know. By 4.30pm the day before 
the trial, I had the engine in and running 
but sounding very tappety, but it was 
done. 
We were the forth car off and made our 
way to the first section through North 
Petherwin at Webworthy. 
 
The first car got up, the next two failed 
and were pulled out, and then it was our 
go. Committed, we gave it our best shot 
trying to keep the car moving and 
having to use very high revs most of the 
way. With the engine revving so freely it 
was depositing some oil over the 
exhaust manifold and paintwork. We 
were just before the 2-marker when the 
driver side of the car turned bright 
orange with flames off the paintwork 
and exhaust well above bonnet height. 
We managed to get past the final 
marker and stop leaving a gap for a 

year! But he’s happy to get the work and 
doesn’t quibble as we nurse the 
remarkably low car up his ramp. Then a 
long relay home in the pouring rain and 
analysis of the burst hydragas sphere – 
I remain a keen exponent of this clever 
interconnected suspension system 
which has served us well for four years, 
and need to get on with fixing ready for 
the Allen.  
 
And it is after all just fixable machinery: 
our best wishes go out to Julia Browne 
who in being launched off Al Lidgate’s 
outfit later in the day attempting Lew 
Woods, had another ‘low’ and broke her 
leg – but it seems to have become an 
unfortunate habit so better luck next 
time my dear! 
 
 

Come results time, the Haizelden family 
could draw solace from the success of 
junior winning the overall Tamar Trophy, 
dropping just 3 marks, with Dan Keat 
the John Dell cup on 9 marks, Pete Hart 
his class on 11 marks, Sticker Martin 
the Club Cup on 12 marks and Craig 
Allen the saloon cup scoring 14.  
 
Congratulations also to Brian and Kirsty, 
with youngster in child seat, taking class 
6. 
 
A strongly recommended trial that 
accommodates both bikes and cars, so 
many thanks to Clerk Pete, deputy (and 
rescuer!) John Turner, Chief Officials 
Richard, Christine, Allen, Adrian and 
Les plus secretary Bob Slatter…
hopefully we’ll be back in ‘high’ spirits. 

14 

couple more cars to complete the stage, 
then went for the fire extinguisher. Close 
call!! Many thanks to Mr Rail and his 
tractor for pulling us off the section as 
the car wouldn’t restart and apologies to 
those behind that we held up for about 
20 minutes while recovering. It took a 
further half hour to get the car going 
again, by which time we were amongst 
the class 7 cars with all of class 8 well 
ahead. 
 
The next section was Trencreek, 
unfortunately the car wasn’t pulling 
cleanly and kept cutting out. We got to 
the restart and the engine cut out – fail. 
That was two new sections to start the 
trial with in an attempt to wrong foot 
competitors, an excellent idea in my 
opinion. 
 
Crackington Old Hill was the next 
section which again the engine died at 
the restart, so yet another cock up! 
 
On to Trehole Farm where two sections 
and a special test had been expertly 
prepared by the Ward family (I hear they 
have now purchased an international 
crawler to prepare more sections!). We 
gained a few places as several cars 
went into the farm yard instead of turning 
right into the field and the sections. 
 
Trehole Grove we didn’t quite get to 
the 1 marker. 
 
Trehole Copse we couldn’t get off the 
restart. 
 
Trehole Special Test was completed 
slowly with the continuing engine 
problems. 
 
Back on to the roads again to make our 
way on to New Langleys, across a 
couple of fields to the start. Well, we did 
get off the start and past the 12-marker, 
but you’ve guessed it, I couldn’t catch 
the engine and it cut out. We restarted 
and revved like hell to the restart, but 
failed to go any further. It’s always a 

difficult restart on top of slippery skinned 
tree roots (thanks guys!). We then had 
the pleasure of “the super winch” (it’ a 
legend) to the top. We’d got to the 3 
which was as high as anyone got, but 
we’d stopped earlier in the section. 
 
Through the farmyard to Trevilla 
amongst the quarry and trees. Same 
again I’m afraid with the engine giving up 
and cutting out. It’s a shame as there 
was a very tight right around a tree and 
up a steep cliff near the end which 
should have suited our car. I think there 
was only 1 clear on the section. 
 
I then let the car cool down a bit and 
rummaged around the engine. The 
distributor pinch bolt was loose which 
caused the timing to change, hence 
cutting out / lumpy low down and power 
high up. (These are also characteristics 
of the F2 camshafts ie little below 
2500rpm) Once I’d repositioned the 
distributor and tightened the pinch bolt, 
the engine was much improved.  
 
A pleasant little drive across country to 
the second special test at Scarsick. A 
quick dash around a corner on a rough 
lane stopping astride a line. 
 
Next on to Allerford Steep which was 
about 20 miles away to the south of the 
A30. It was a long track through the 
woods with a restart. All OK but you 
could get caught out if a corner was 
taken wrong. 
 
The last section before lunch was Angel 
Steps with a restart for classes 7 & 8. 
Always a difficult hill with lots of effort 
from both driver and bouncer needed to 
get to the top. Not this year for me 
though and also a fail for half of class 8. 
 
Time Control at the top with 
wonderful refreshments at Marystow 
village hall provided by their fantastic 
ladies – most welcome! A quick check 
that the distributor is still in the correct 
position, collect the control card and off 



15 

to the next challenge. 
 
Lew Woods has three sections in it 
and as you would expect, all in slippery 
woody conditions. 
 
Lew Wood 1 had a restart only for 
class 8. Seven cars in the class 
succeeded and three didn’t, me being 
one of them. Oh well there’s always 
next year. 
 
Lew Wood 2 had a restart for classes 
7 & 8 with all getting to the restart but 
none getting any further and all scoring 
3 in both classes. 
 
Lew Wood 3 Had a horrible little 
restart to the left for classes 7 & 8 with 
only 2 cars getting off the line. We 
stopped high to manage a 5. 
 
A couple of miles further on we arrived 
at Chillaton which was a straight forward 
lane climb with a restart for most 
classes. Few problems for anyone but it 
brought back memories of seven years 
ago when I was using the Morgan. All 
went well until after the restart when a 
new marshal sent me the wrong way to 
the right and I ended up with all four 
wheels off the ground and the car 
wedged across at right angles to the 
lane with nowhere to go. 
 
Four miles further on was another new 
section called Harts Lane. This was a 
short blast up a very wet and muddy 
lane where a few cars got well and truly 
stuck. 
 
Park Impossible awaited us as the 
final section in Lifton. Restarts for 7 & 8. 
Unfortunately we didn’t even get to the 
restart. It’s a fine balance of speed, grip, 
luck and pure skill to get up some of 
these hills. It seems that I was lacking in 
most of these on the day, but it was still 
great fun. 
 
I believe that several fire extinguishers 
were needed at the end of this section 

later when Matt Facey’s BMW went up 
in flames as he completed the section, 
unfortunately he didn’t arrive at the 
finish due to damage. Have a look on 
YouTube! 
 
On to the Winds of Change in South 
Petherwin to sign off. Just time for a pint 
of shandy. 
 
A massive THANK YOU to all land 
owners, businesses, scrutineers, 
marshals, stewards, ladies of Marystow, 
clerk of the course and the organising 
team for all their time and commitment 
to make the event happen. Without any 
of you, the event would not happen. 
 
I would also like to comment on the 
excellent positioning of the restarts 
(tricky, but not impossible) and clever 
use of tyre pressures for further 
handicapping – I think they got it spot 
on!  
 
I’ve now replaced the F2 camshaft and 
rockers. If anyone needs the camshaft 
from a pinto 2.0, drop me a line 
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Kyrle Trial 2016 
by Richard Houlgate 

 
 

T he Kyrle has traditionally been 
run in April but due to problems 
with birds nesting has been 
moved to a new date in late 

October. This seems to have led to a 
very low entry of only 37 cars, perhaps 
competitors were tired after the Tamar 
Trial the previous weekend? Or perhaps 
they were scared off by the Kyrle’s 
reputation for steep sections? Or 
worried that they might be savaged by a 
wild boar, much evidence of their 
destructive rooting for food was seen on 
roadside verges. 
 
Thinking of steepness and lack of power 
I decided to take some weight out of the 
back of the Marlin and removed bits of 
old iron, tools and fluids to a total of 
25kg, which isn’t much as a percentage 
of the total weight of the car but might 
just make a difference. 
 
The adventures started with the car 
park, my closed trailer is 2.2m high at 
the very back and the car park barrier 
proved to be 2m, thanks to Dean 
Partington for adding his weight to the 
back of the trailer. We left the car 
hanging out the back on leaving which 
got the trailer through the barrier but 
confused the Audi Allroad’s air 
suspension computer which hadn’t 
expected a lift on the tow ball. We 
strapped up and drove off, and 
somehow it put itself right. 
 
The trial opened with Pill Box, 
approached through a layby off the A40 
dual carriageway. The track leads along 
then turns steeply up to the left setting 
the scene for a combination of damp, 
steep, but relatively smooth sections. 
Despite our best efforts the car span to 
a halt at 4. 
 

Goldsmiths is a relatively straightforward 
section, but with a restart. I was pleased 
not to have the extra 25kg as there was 
plenty of grip, the back wheels didn’t 
spin and the clutch had to be slipped to 
clear the section giving us a pleasant 
aroma of burnt clutch for the next few 
sections. 
 
Jack and Jill are a well-known pair of 
sections approached down an extremely 
steep and slippery track. In spring the 
wooded hillside has an open aspect, but 
it all looked completely different with the 
autumn leaves giving a different hue to 
the light. Jack seems to have become 
rougher over the years and as we 
clambered up the engine started to bog 
down, a quick clutch dump got the 
wheels spinning but we didn’t make the 
top. The restart on Jill beat us too, I 
didn’t go far enough forward and the 
rear wheel refused to climb the ledge. 
 
Ty’s Trek is just around the corner and 
is a very steep and surprisingly slippery 
bank up round a left-hand corner, we 
threw the car up the hill but only 
managed a 5. 
 
The Alfa test was a timed test with a 
different slant. The traditional AA, BB 
and CC lines were used, but BB was on 
the peak of a slippery bank designed to 
catch out the unwary who might fail to 
get traction. For those who found grip 
CC was just over the blind crest and all 
too easy to over shoot. 
 
I’ve only ever once seen the top of 
Pludds and still can’t remember how I 
achieved it, this year was no exception, 
made worse by Ed Wells ahead of us 
driving straight of the restart. Dudley 
Sterry was at the bottom taking his 
competition numbers off and 
complaining of nasty noises in the rear 
axle. 
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Barnhill 1 & 2 are rather like Jack and 
Jill, two sections side by side up a steep 
bank. Number 1 proved scary, a 
successful climb depended on a fast 
approach speed but the bumps and 
crests on the track made this rather 
exciting, we cleared both but only just. 
Poor Simon Woodall was at the bottom 
peering into the entrails of his VW, 
 
The Beta special test caused me some 
confusion as Ed Wells in front of us 
decided to head straight for line DD 
without checking out the intermediate 
lines, perhaps in the hope of a good 
time. Some thought led to a correct test 
performance, but curiously the penalty 
for a wrong test on Beta was slowest 
time in class plus 30 seconds, while 
failing Alfa led to a 6-mark penalty. 
 
On Snompers all was going well when 
the Marlin decided, as Marlins do, to 
take its own line independent of the 
position of the steering wheel and we 
ended up beached on a bank on the 
right-hand side. Lots of heaving on the 
front of the car got us back on track and 
I motored up to the top of the section to 
turn round. 
 
Barty’s Bank restart proved little 
problem, I managed to miss the tree by 
a couple of inches but we stuck a little 
further up. 
 
Jacob’s ladder was cleaned, at Blaize 
an injudicious prod on the accelerator 
while struggling over the class 8 restart 
saw us slide sideways into a large hole. 
Using my tow rope the marshals 
managed to pull the front round after 
some considerable effort.  
 
Shapridge is a new section to me, a 
very long rutted and muddy climb which 
demanded full commitment. I spent 
some time whilst waiting describing to 
Paul Merson how I had cured fuel flow 
problems in the Marlin, and what he 
should do to achieve the same result 

with his Shopland. I should not have 
done this! We were going great guns, 
sliding, slithering and bouncing and 
were heading to the top having cleared 
the restart area when the engine died. 
Not enough petrol, I have had the same 
problem before and thought to have 
cured it by fitting a Facet pump. Back to 
the drawing board! In fact post trial 
fettling revealed a partially blocked 
pump filter, I’ll fit a glass bodied filter in 
the line from the tank to the pump so I 
can keep an eye on it. 
 
So what of the results? 
 
Gary Browning in his very smart VW 
Fugitive won overall, with Aaron 
Haizelden second and Tris White third. 
Other noteworthy performances were 
Matt Facey in 5th (his climb of Jack 
appeared effortless while my poor old 
Marlin ran out of breath before the top) 
and Bill Bennett who coaxed his MG to 
9th, a great result with such steep hills. 
 
This was a really well run trial. The 
sections were testing and difficult but 
not too rough, the last section especially 
was exhilarating. The change of date 
has altered the character and conditions 
of the trial a little, I think for the better. 
 
The marshalling was excellent, in 
particular thanks to the marshals on 
Snompers and Blaize who had to pull 
the Marlin out of the holes it had 
decided to go into. 
 
It’s a real shame that more people didn’t 
enter, please do so next year it’s a really 
great trial. 
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Kyrle Trial 30th October 2016  
by Terry Hart, class 8 
 

T he start of the trial was at 
Symonds Yat Services a very 
good venue lots of parking 
scrutineering ran very smoothly, 

no problems. First car away was at 8am 
with 5 miles to the first section, 
PILLBOX. This was very steep, with only 
Gary Browning, Tris White, Dean 
Partington and Simon Woodall going 
clear. I did not go fast enough and my 
rear tyres were way too hard – I got a 3. 
 
SECTION 2 GOLDSMITHS Restart for 
classes 6, 7 & 8. Due to a very dry 
October the restart did not cause any 
problems.There was small delay when 
Mark Linforth’s MG Special broke down 
with either gear box or rear axle jammed 
and had to be towed out of the section 
with a Land Rover, that was Mark and 
Lizzi’s trial over. 
 
Quite a long drive to next section, 11 
miles, so blow your tyres up and get on 
your way. I followed Simon Woodall who 
knows the area very well but the route 
instructions were spot on. 
 
SECTION 3 JACK On arrival did not 
recognise the forest as it has always 
been early spring and looking very 
sparse this year with all the broken 
leaves on the tree so very different. 
Once again this section was so steep 
and rough no free tyre pressures and no 
restart. This section took a 1 off Dean 
Partington, 1 off Mike Workman, 5 off 
Charlie Knifton and 2 off Simon Woodall  
 
Section 4 JILL 20 yards along Restart 
for classes 7 and 8 With a tight right 
hand turn and 40 meters up to the 
restart again very steep with only Charlie 
Knifton not getting away. No one in class 
8 cleaned this section, best were Gary 
Browning, Tris White, Brian Partridge 
and Stuart Bartlett all on 2. Unfortunately 
Stuart Bartlett broke the front tie bar on 

his Cannon Sport, so that was Stuart 
and Kieran’s day finished. 
 
Section 5 TY`S TREK, 0.4 miles away. 
No restart, free tyre pressures section 
start a straight climb for 30 meters, then 
sharp left, very steep again straight up to 
top of section. Class 8 all went clear 
except Paul Merson and Simon Woodall  
 
Next Observed Test Alfa 0. 3 miles This 
was a complete disaster for me by losing 
6 marks and not knowing what I did 
wrong. Start with front wheels on line AA 
drive forward and stop with four wheels 
OVER l[ne BB Reverse and stop with all 
four wheels behind line BB Drive forward 
non-stop and stop astride line CC.I was 
the only one out of the entire entry to fail 
it  
 
Section 6 PLUDDS 0.4 miles. Restart for 
classes 6 7 & 8 Tyre pressure 15 lbs for 
class 8 Once again very steep rocky wet 
with a wicked restart on rocks mud, only 
Gary Browning and Tris White cleaning 
this section all the rest of class 8 had 5 
or 6 Simon Woodall got to 4 but ended 
up in quite a predicament and needed a 
lot of help to get his Buggy back to the 
bottom of section. 
 
NEXT Section 7 BARNHILL 1 & 
BARNHLL 2. I think these two sections 
are new to the Kyrle Trial .No restarts 
and free tyre pressures . Straight climb 
up between trees lots of tree roots and 
getting very steep half way up. This 
caused no problem for class 8 cars. 
Unfortunately Simon Woodall had fuel 
pump problems with his Buggy and had 
to retire, Simon & Barbara’s day over. 
 
BARNHILL 2. Was the same format as 
the last section and all class 8 were 
clear. 
 
OBSERVED TEST BETA 5 miles. Start 
with front wheels on line AA drive 
forward with all four wheels over line BB, 
reverse with all four wheels behind line 
CC, drive forward and stop astride DD. 



19 

SECTION 9 SNOMPERS Restart class 
8 Tyre pressures 15 lbs Section started 
over sharp hump straight up for 70 80 
metres sharp right hand bend with 
restart very muddy and steep, with only 
Gary Browning Ian Davis and myself 
getting away and cleaning section, all 
the rest of class 8 had 6 
 
Next Sectjon BARTY`S BANK 1.2 Miles 
Restart for class 7 and 8. Free tyre 
pressures. To get to this section you had 
to turn right off the forest track down 
a .steep muddy track. To get to start of 
section you had turn left in to section 
and reverse down track to section 
begins, With the restart quite away up 
muddy and steep as the norm. with a lot 
of revs bouncing & shaking most of us 
got away except Brian Partridge 4 and 
Paul Merson 6 
 
Next Section JACOBS LADDER. 8 
miles. Restart for class 8 and tyre 
pressures at 15lbs. The start of the 
section was not too steep for once, then 
swing to the left and then to the right up 
to the restart which was by a large tree, 
with the biggest root you have ever seen 
lying across the ground, with the R 
boards right on top. Trick is just pop 
your front wheel on top of it. I was going 
too fast and went over top and got the 
back wheel too close to the root, but just 
about got away with it in second gear 
and with lots of revs and a lot of tyre 
smoke. After the restart the section got 
steeper and muddy, taking marks off 
Tris White 2, Mike Workman 2, Brian 
Partridge 2, Charlie Knifton 6 and Paul 
Merson 2. 
 
Next Section BLAIZE 0 .4 miles. Restart 
class 8, free tyre pressures. Start of 
section uphill, not too steep round right 
hand bend then getting steeper rutted 
and rough up to restart. After the restart 
it was quite wet and greasy with not 
much grip. I approached the restart too 
fast again and got completely off line 
and failed to get away and a disastrous 
7. Dean Partington 6, Mike Workman, 

Charlie Knifton and Brian Partridge all 
on 4 and Paul Merson 6 
 
Last section, SHAPRIDGE. Restart 
class 8. Tyre Pressures 15 lbs 
 
This section was very long, not too 
steep to start with but very slippery 
round a left- hand bend. It then got 
steep and very muddy up to the restart 
Only Dean Partington and I got away 
from it. Dean was the only one to clean 
this section. I got to 3 when the Troll 
decided to stop with the temperature 
gauge bending the needle and steam 
coming out of the bonnet. Waited 5 
minutes, turned the key and away we 
went. Gary Browning 5, Tris White, Ian 
Davis and Mike Workman 6, Charlie 
Knifton and Paul Merson 5  
 
Back to the finish Ross on Wye Kyrle 
Street 6 miles. Once again the route 
instructions were spot on  
 
I would like to thank Ross & District 
Motorsports Club and all the organising 
team and marshals for putting on a very, 
very good trial. Looking forward to next 
year. 
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The Hardy Classic Trial 2016  
by Richard Tappin 
 

W e travelled up from Devon 
with our three Purple 
Turtles (Suzuki X90s), 
named by my grandson. 

The three crews were myself and my 
wife – Richard and Valerie Tappin, 
along with Valerie’s brothers, Michael 
and Roger Vanstone and passengers 
Jennifer and Heather. We usually do the 
MCC trials but thought it would be a 
change to do some one day trials and 
by the end of the trial we all agreed that 
it was a good decision, as the Hardy 
proved to be a trial with friendly 
organisers and marshals and offering a 
different type of challenge with the field 
sections giving little or no grip. 
 
The day before the trial the weather was 
dry and pleasant, but overnight proved 
to be very wet, with the day of the trial 
returning to a nice dry day. The 
overnight rain caused all the sections 
and especially the field ones to be 
demanding, with one being cancelled 
because of the conditions. The route ran 
over 62 miles containing 11 sections 
and 2 observed tests. The average 
mileage between sections was 5 to 6 
miles, with the exception of one at 11.6 
miles. Starting at number 64 from an 
entry of 73 we found the event very 
relaxing in timing and the attitude of 
marshals/officials. 
 
Our three wives were our passengers, 
taking it in turn to lead. The only 
problem being that they seemed to be 
taking in the beautiful views and not 
concentrating on the job in hand, so we 
did have a few route deviations! 
 
Section 1, Telegraph Hill. We arrived to 
find just three cars in front of us. I did let 
the tyres down much, we then had to 
wait for some time whiles a car with 
tyres on the driver side flat make its way 
off the section.  I think this was number 

56, a Citroen Saxo. We found this hill an 
easy climb, although I had to be gentle 
on the throttle to keep it straight. Near 
the top I just felt the rear right wheel clip 
a tree stump and hoped I had not 
punctured it, but all was well. 
 
Observed Test 1, Hogcliff. I pulled up on 
the line with the tyres still quite hard, 
thinking it was just a timed test, no need 
to rush, just complete it correctly and 
carry on. The start marshal did say 
there was not much grip in places and 
none in others, so off I go very gently 
soon to find the no grip place. The car 
just slid and slid and after what seemed 
like an age and out of the corner of I 
could see the finish marshal thinking 
what is he doing! Eventually when I 
reached the finish line the marshal said 
with a big grin on his face that it was the 
slowest time so far! 
 
Section 2, Hogcliff 1. Tyres now running 
at pressures lower than I have ever run 
before and sitting on the line saw the 
X90 in front of me not make it past the 
first bend. Then it’s my turn, off I go with 
minimum revs for maximum grip, sigh of 
relief as I make it easily round the first 
bend and over a hump. Then I find I am 
faced with three enormous pits in a line. 
In and out of the first two and into the 
third I and I need to go through markers 
over on the left of the pit – no chance 
and I score 6, but it was a really 
enjoyable section. 
 
Section 3, Hogcliff 2. Another grass 
section, with not many competitors 
getting past 11. I managed 11, but 
Michael and Jennifer managed to get a 
magnificent 6. Section 4, Nick’s Pitts, 
was cancelled for our class, as there 
was no grip at all.  
 
Section 5, Nick’s Pitts 2, was another 
grass section weaving up and around 
bushes. I was following Michael and 
Jennifer and they made to 11. Then 
they both got out of the car and 
appeared to be searching for something 
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Hardy Photos by 
Geoffrey Pickett 
 
 
 
Paul Studley, Honda 

 
 
Edward Dascombe/
Simon David, KTM 

 
 
 

Claire Haskins, 
Honda 

 
 
 
Dan Barrett, Matchless 
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2016 Allen T
by Calvin 
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Isobel Linforth, MG Specia
 
 
 
 

Mal

 
 
 
 
Stuart Bartlett, 
Cannon 

 
 
 

Dean 
Partington 
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Trial photos 
 Talbot on 

er and Guy’s 

cial 

Mal Allen, Marlin Roadster 

 
 
 
Jonathan & Pat 
Toulmin,  
Suzuki X90 

 
 
 

Steve 
Kingstone, 
MG Midget 
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2016 Bodmin 
Trial Photos by 
Duncan 
Stephens 
 
 
 
Dave Haizelden in 
his white Scimitar 
can't get the hang of 
steering rear wheel 
drive!!!  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dan & 
Lester Keat   

 
 
 
 
Clun president Roger 
Hoskin  
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and it seems that in the excitement 
Jennifer’s glasses fell out of the window 
and were lost forever. We made it to the 
same marker and we all moved on 
minus glasses. (The loss probably 
caused some of the navigational errors!) 
 
Section 6, Chilcombe. We were now 
realising that we should be carrying 
more ballast, but with lower tyre 
pressures made it to score 6, which 
seemed to be average for our class. 
Then it was the second observed test. 
Drive over line, reverse back across 
another one and stop astride the finish. I 
could not muck this up, as it was it ruts 
and I had a time of 22.7 seconds, which 
was second fastest in our class. 
 
Section 7, Boarsbarrow. We had to wait 
in a field until the previous competitor 
did the section and then reversed out 
along a short lane. It may sound like a 
recipe for slowing the trial down, but in 
fact all ran smoothly with minimal 
waiting time. The section at first sight 

appeared to have little grip, but once 
rolling we made it to an 8, which was as 
good as most and better than some in 
our class. 
 
Section 8, Knowle Lane. Up a stony 
track, 90 left and up into a field, then 
winding up the side of the field. This 
was my best section on the event. I left 
the tyres on low pressure, fair speed up 
the track, slow for 90 left, started to slow 
and spin, but then found grip and made 
it round the first two corners in the field. 
I was delighted when the marshal told 
me I had climbed further than any X90. 
 
Section 9. Meerhay. A stony track which 
we easily climbed. Section 10 was 
cancelled for our class. Section 11, 
Butts Lane. This was more like the type 
used on MCC trials, rough and stony 
and I loved it. It was easily climbed with 
controlled aggression. Then it was a 
seven-mile run back to the Clay Pigeon 
Kart Club to sign off. We will return. 

Allen Trial 2016 
A View from John and Martyn 
Copleston, car 41 
 

A fter an early start we got to 
scrutineering and loaded the 
car. Once we got ourselves 
organised of we went to those 

nice guys for scrutineering. Bonnet up, 
check battery clamp ok, no yellow paint 
on neg terminal, quickly remedied, Road 
line paint that’ll do. Everything else 
checked out ok. 
 
Off to the pub (The Bull) for signing in. I 
meant start. Where a delicious bacon 
roll had my name on it! 
 
At our appointed start time, we were off, 
nice and steady to TOG HILL, this 
proved to be a nice warm up to get us in 
the mood with smiles on our faces. 
Got to be so careful on these country 

lanes, it’s horsey country and boy they 
were out in force!!!! Great care is 
exercised to the full. 
 
On to BITTON LANE. On arrival tyres 
down to 20 psi. Didn’t look too hard, 
thought wrong, had a job to get off the 
start line so so slippery and the restart 
we fared little better. Those cobbles had 
us beat. 
 
On to LITTLE UPLANDS; on the 
approach one definitely needed water 
wings, felt for those little open cars. 
This was a 15 psi hill although rocky 
and wet we had plenty of grip and had 
no issues with the restart. 
 
At GUYS HILL there was a fair delay 
mainly due to cars having to come back 
down the way they had gone up. 
 
This was a 12 psi hill, having a large car 
(BMW E30 touring) a heavy old beast. 

26 

Having time to study how others were 
approaching it, decision made ‘gun it’!!!! 
Oh those tree roots!! One second grip 
then no grip then grip again, but an 
excellent result got a 1 never saw that 
coming. 
 
Off we go now to TRAVERS HILL. 
Navigation is normally a strong point for 
me, but, I must of blinked or looked 
down at the wrong moment coz we 
sailed on by the pace garage in UBLEY 
village, subsequently missed the two 
blue left turn markers and tootled off 
down the road, mumbling where’s this 
garage!!!. Went through next village and 
shot back to find the access to the hill. 
Luckily for us but unlucky for car 36. 
The break down limited the damage on 
time. The hill started off muddy and then 
went very rocky and rutted, without a 
restart this didn’t cause any problems 
on 10 psi. 
 
UBLEY WOOD was all grass and mud, 
sort of went into it a bit unprepared and 
only got a 4. After backing back to the 
start we were then directed towards the 
second section. Bumbled past the 
barrier and along the track only to find 
that we were already in the middle of 
the section. There was no marshal at 
the start of the section marker, however 
the marshals allowed us to go back to 
where the marker was and restart the 
section to which we cleaned it, not 
without buckling the sump guard 
though! 
 
The special test was surprisingly sticky 
and we got very good grip on the mud. 
On to the lunch stop to chat and have a 
bite to eat. Very pretty stop with ducks 
and seagulls all around. Martyn was 
tucking into his ham and brie roll when a 
seagull thought that it needed a bit of 
sauce, very near miss on his roll but 
direct hit on Martyn lol 
 
TUBBYS TORMENT special section 
looked harder than it was. It had loads 
of grip!! 

Fully revitalised off to BURLEDGE, 
down to 15 psi. Restart required, edged 
our way to restart spot and dropped into 
the hole. The marshal gave us every 
chance to get out, only made about six 
inches but loads of smoke, she wasn’t 
having it. Rolled back and took a run up. 
No problem. 
 
On to FRYS BOTTOM WOOD, changed 
from previous year, muddy but very 
grippy, those tree stumps got very 
close. FRYS BOTTOM 1 kept tyres to 
15 psi, this was very, very tight for us, a 
long car and a narrow track made it 
quite tricky. FRYS BOTTOM 2 was 
another very tight section, this time we 
kissed a tree on the rear nearside, but 
we weren’t the only one Brian in car 20 
got a love bite from the same tree. So 
much for tree huggers eh!! FRYS 
BOTTOM 3 was short and sharp, grip 
was consistent. The new layout of 
FRYS BOTTOM was brilliant. 
 
Off to JOHN WALKER, on arrival we 
had to queue up in the field before 
reversing up a small hill to get to the 
section start. The waiting time here was 
just over an hour and ten minutes. This 
is understandable for the length of the 
section. It gave everyone time to have a 
chat and tell of their exploits. 
 
This was a 10 psi hill. After going 
through a stream, the first part of the hill 
was gravel, then mud. Picking up speed 
and momentum was too easy. Popped 
over the brow of the hill into deep mud 
and ruts. Get your speed right was 
everything. The last part was a real 
rollercoaster. By the end a stiff Jonny 
Walker would have gone down well! 
 
With half the country side attached to 
the car we went off to the pub to finish 
and sign off. 
 
On a final note without the marshals and 
help from the local facilities these trials 
cannot exist. So a BIG THANK YOU to 
everyone. 
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Camel Classic Trial. 4th. 
December 2016 
Ford Escort Mk2, class 3,  
No. 37 
Driven by Derek House, 
Passenger, Alan Beattie 
 

T he day started with a leisurely 
drive from Trispen to the start at 
The Borough Arms, Bodmin, 
arriving in good time to get 

scrutineered and signed on. The cars 
were starting at three minute intervals – 
this was a good idea as it stopped the 
build-up of cars at the sections. Our 
start time was 10.07 so a little time to 
wait. I was glad we were in a saloon car 
rather than a two- seater open top as it 
was a lovely day, clear blue sky but a 
cold east wind. The Escort heater was 
worth its weight in gold!! 
 
We moved off at the due time following 
the excellent route card to SECTION 1, 
HELLIGAN. This section was very 
rutted and we managed a 6, but on the 
way reversing back down Derek got it a 
little sideways and we ended up at a bit 
of a strange angle!! With the help of the 
marshal we returned to the bottom with 
no harm done.  
 
On the first OBSERVED TEST 1 which 
involved weaving in and out of a series 
of bollards against the clock, the car 
wanted to go straight on rather than 
following the correct route!! SECTION 2, 
HELLIGAN 2, still in the same part of 
the forest, was a straight uphill blast but 
with a nasty left turn near the top. We 
did manage to only drop 3 though. 
 
Returned to the road and followed route 
card to SECTION 3, SHELLWOOD 
which was sticky and we only managed 
a 9. 
 
The next three sections were all 
together in forestry some distance 
away, so, after putting a reasonable 

amount of air in the tyres we set off to 
SECTION 4, PENKESTLE 1 and 
managed a 7 on that one.  
 
SECTION 5, PENKESTLE 2 was very 
slippery and we only managed a 10.  
 
While waiting to do SECTION 6, 
CLINNICK, Derek realised the engine 
was getting a bit too warm and found a 
shortage of water in the radiator. We 
had a small half litre bottle of water and 
this enabled us to attempt the section 
and managed a 6. We then had some 
additional water from another 
competitor in class 3, can't remember 
his name but he was driving a blue Mk1 
Escort. Our grateful thanks for that. 
Before leaving the woods, Derek found 
the top radiator hose leaking so he 
repositioned the jubilee clip and I 
scrabbled down a bank to a stream for 
some more water. 
 
On now to Laneskin Woods for the next 
two sections and the first opportunity for 
a cuppa and a sandwich as it was then 
about 12.15pm. With no more worries 
about radiator water we proceeded to 
SECTION 7b, LANESKIN 2 and a stop 
and restart for us. Very pleased as we 
got away from the restart and cleared 
the section. Continued on to SECTION 
8, LANESKIN 3, and managed a 1. 
 
Back to road and followed route to 
SECTION 9 POLMORLA. This was a 
very sticky hill and we dropped 11 
points there. 
 
Made our way then to more sections in 
forestry the first one being OBSERVED 
TEST 2, we did a little better on this 
one! SECTION 10, PHEASANT 
PLUCKER'S SON, we were required 
to self-start as the only marshal was at 
the top and the preceding competitor 
told us when it was clear to go. It was a 
good climb and only dropped 3 on that 
one.  
 

28 

SECTION 11 PHEASANT PLUCKER, 
was a good section for us and we 
cleared it. SECTION 12, PUMPHOUSE 
CLIMB was a 7 for us. 
  
SECTION 13, JAB AND LEFT HOOK, 
very aptly named! A fairly long steep 
climb then all of a sudden a left turn 
steeply up hill, still only dropped 3 but 
collected our first puncture of the trial. 
Wheel soon changed and then onto 
SECTION 14, HUSTYN which very 
bouncy, rocky and rutted and we only 
dropped 7.  
 
Back to the road and to the final section 
SECTION 15b, VINEGAR HILL and a 6 
on this one. On now to the finish at The 
Borough Arms to sign off just before 
4.00pm. 
 
This was an excellent trial which was 
run by Camel Vale Motor Club, well 

thought out and organised. We would 
like to say also a big thank you to all the 
marshals without whom no events could 
run. 
 
A couple of footnotes to the day. There 
is a sign in the back of Derek's Escort, 
STARTED OUT WITH NOTHING BUT 
STILL GOT MOST OF IT LEFT. This 
gave rise to a lot of comments and 
humour!  
 
On one of the road sections we were 
being followed by no.34 Paul Gillo & Jon 
White in an Anglia Estate who were 
being entertained by our car appearing 
to be steering from the rear as well as 
the front!! Something to do with loose 
axle U bolts, a job that needs to be 
looked at before the next trial, but we 
did get home safely. 

History of the North Devon 
Motor Club 
 

O ur Predecessor. A motor 
club in the Barnstaple area 
can be traced back to the 
1920s, this was known as the 

Barnstaple and District Motorcycle and 
Light Car Club. However it is believed 
this club disbanded during the hostilities 
of the Second World War. 
 

This photograph shows the start of an 
outing by the Barnstaple and District 
Motor Cycle and Light Car Club outside 
the Athenaeum where the club 
celebrated on Sunday 10th July. Little 
has changed apart from ‘Bridge End 
Building’ is no longer here as this was 
demolished in the early 1960s to make 
way for the widening of Barnstaple 
Long Bridge. And of course the cars 
and motorcycles are a little different as 
well. 
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How it began. A local farmer’s son, 
who during the war served as an 
instructor in the Motor Transport Wing, 
trained commandoes to ride their 
motorcycles over rough terrain. This 
was Bob Ray who soon became a 
professional works rider for the Aerial 
Motorcycle Company. In 1946 he 
started his first motorcycle business in a 
lock-up in Braunton. Shops and garages 
followed in Barnstaple and Newport. In 
this same year Bob and two of his pals, 
Bob Harris and Ron Woolaway founded 
a new motor club. This was known for a 
short time as the Barnstaple and District 
Motor Club, it soon became apparent 
that many people joining this newly 
formed club were coming from all 
around the North Devon district, 
therefore the club was quickly renamed 
to what it is to-day. Some of these 
members also had cars and a mixture of 
events were soon on the club calendar 
although at that time they were 
predominately motorcycle events. Two 
annual events from those early days are 
still held to this day, these being the 
Ilfracombe Rally for cars, and the 
Exmoor Trial for motorcycle and cars. 
 
And it grew. The club grew to 
become one of the biggest in the 
country and organised national class 
events. Autocross (cars racing on grass 
against the clock) became a regular 
feature on the club calendar in the late 
1950’s.  The BBC broadcast one event, 
they sent along the now famous Murray 
Walker to do the commentary. These 
events became so popular that in 1971 
the club bought its own 52 acre field for 
a permanent circuit. Owning the 
Sugworthy Circuit makes the NDMC one 
of only about nine amateur motor clubs 
in the country to have such an asset for 
its members. 
 
Survival. Not all periods through the 
history of the club have been good, in 
the early 1960s interest in local grass 
root motor sport seemed to be waning. 
Another local club was experiencing the 

same problem, this being the Bideford 
and District Motor Club. Here is an 
extract from the NDMC Newsletter 
written by K.C.Hall dated December 
1962:- 
 
You will all by now have I expect, heard 
of the amalgamation of the Bideford 
Club with the North Devon, at the 
Extraordinary General Meeting on 23rd 
November, of both clubs, ours I am 
sorry to say, being very poorly attended, 
it was a unanimous decision that this 
was the only way of saving both clubs, 
with the apathy and lack of support in 
both at the moment, we hope this will 
pave the way to the making of one really 
first class Motor Club, if the enthusiasm 
of the Bideford Members at the 
preliminary meetings we have had with 
them is any guide, it will be a great 
success. The amalgamation is due to 
take place on January 1st 1963, both 
clubs coming under the one name 
”North Devon Motor Club”, Bideford 
having relinquished their title in favour of 
ours. 
 
Fame. The Motor Sport Association 
(MSA), governing body for car motor 
sport in the UK, present an annual 
award to the club who they feel have 
excelled during the year, the NDMC 
were the recipients of this prestigious 
award for the year 2000 after having the 
third place runners up award for 1999. 
The 2000 award was presented to the 
NDMC’s Junior Chairman, Jason Byrom 
by Formula 1 World Champion Jackie 
Stewart at the Association’s Champion 
of Champions Awards Dinner. 
 
Celebrations. As well as celebrating 
70 years of the club this year we have 
always been proud of our past and 
celebrated other milestones. These 
being the 25th, 50th and 60th 
anniversaries with a reunion with some 
of the surviving founder members, and 
members from through the years to its 
current membership. 
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President’s Appeal. In 1989 the 
President, Clive White, introduced a 
new aim for the NDMC. That was to 
raise money for local charities. Every 
year, the current President of the North 
Devon Motor Club selects a charity to 
benefit from the 'President's Appeal'. We 
raise money during the course of the 
year through our motor sport events and 
various fund-raising activities, a cheque 
is then presented to the chosen charity 
at the Annual Awards ceremony in 
February of the following year. For 2016 
the chosen charity selected by our 
current President, Stuart Ayre, is the 
Devon Air Ambulance (Charity 
registration No.1077998). 
 
21st Century. Today the club 
organises all types of events, these 
include Production Car Auto Tests, 
Treasure Hunts, Navigational Exercise, 
Autocross, Sprints (when venues are 
available), Classic 
Trials. Junior 
members (under 
17 years) are 
encouraged to 
take part in some 
driving events 
where regulations 
allow plus a wide 
selection of social 
activities for all 
 

 
 
  
 

which include fund 
raising for local 
charities. 
 
 
 
The information here 
has been compiled by 
John Barthram from 
the club’s archives  

25th celebrations 1971  

60th celebrations 2006 

50th celebrations 1996 
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Ralph Talbot recently 
passed away peacefully 
after many years’ battle 
with Alzheimer’s. 
 
Thank you all in the 
Classic Trials world . 
 
Trialling was one of the 
things that kept him 
going and enjoying life 
for so long. 
 
 
Carl  

32 

Hardy Trial – Honda XR250 – 
Class B2 by Stuart Briggs 
 

I  do look forward to the Hardy trial: 
it’s not too far from my home in 
Bristol, it’s a decent length with a 
good variety of sections and the 

weather’s usually ok. I was particularly 
keen to see how the XR would perform 
having achieved a gold on it on the 
MCC Edinburgh trial in October. My 
Serow is resting as I’m selling it (email 
stuart.briggs65@yahoo.co.uk if you’re 
interested……) 
 
I trail ride with my friend Willy (XR400) 
and we’re quite evenly matched. We 
ride local lanes around Bristol and Bath 
“under trials regs”, i.e. no footing etc 
and as yet I’d not managed to persuade 
him to try one of the MCC trials. He 
thinks they’re insanely long. So mid-
October, out on a sunny autumn ride I 
suggested he give the Hardy a go. He 
could enter as a day member with a one 
day licence I told him. He took the bait, 
but now there was an extra level of 
competitiveness to contend with! 
 
After quite a degree of phoning around 
it was understood that he could enter 
with a day’s licence so we put in our 
entries and the stage was set. Bikes 
were prepped, plans were made as to 
where to meet to load the bikes into the 
borrowed van, and I redrafted the route 
as I was to be navigating as Willy hadn’t 
time to sort a route holder. Then it was 
all eyes on the weather forecast and a 
few days before the trial we realised we 
were in for a mud fest. There was 
biblical torrential rain the night before. 
 
Upon arrival we went to sign on. No 
record of Willy’s temporary licence….. 
Come back in half an hour he was 
told….. We held our breaths and 
continued with getting ready and 
warming up the bikes…... back into 
signing on…. Phew! His name was on 
the list so it was all systems go. 

Telegraph Hill was first up. Lovely 
section of leaves covering stones on a 
weaving muddy fairly gentle climb 
through the woods. Both cleaned it so 
both on Zero. 
 
On arriving at Hogcliff 1, there was a big 
build-up of bikes and it became 
apparent why. The section, built around 
a cluster of trees on a steep incline was 
very twisty and full of deep water filled 
dug-outs. We had a chance to watch 
the earlier competitors and could see 
firstly just how good most of them were 
and secondly, where they were coming 
unstuck. Me first and to my amazement, 
I only faltered at the end and dropped 1 
mark unable to get up the final steep 
and incredibly muddy climb. Willy 
followed, again doing really well but 
slipped and footed a little earlier and so 
dropped 3 marks.  
 
Over to Hogcliff 2 and this looked from a 
distance to be relatively easy…. Again, 
earlier bikes to watch and it soon 
became apparent that the wet ground 
was taking many victims. It seemed 
very difficult to get any grip on the fairly 
shallow climbs. Caught us both out and 
I dropped 7 and Willy 8. 
 
4th section was Nick’s Pitts 1: a twisting 
and steep mud track through gorse 
bushes. I had more trouble getting to 
the start of the section as the grass was 
so waterlogged and muddy. Thought I 
was going to come unstuck as it looked 
too muddy to be able to get enough 
grip. Just kept enough momentum and 
balance to clean it. Willy did likewise 
and so we both came away happy with 
zero. 
 
On to Nick’s Pitts 2 and a similarly 
twisty section but with some gnarlier 
turns and steeper inclines. I fluffed it at 
the first turn, giving it too much power 
on the mud and so dropped 11 points. If 
Willy cleaned this I’d lose my advantage 
and he’d be streets ahead…. And letting 
me know it. A small (silent) sigh of relief 
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2106 Kyrle Trial 
photos by Calvin 
Talbot on Ty’s 

Track 
 
 
 
 

Is this a steam train…..? 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Ian Davis, VW 
Buggy 
 
Oops 

 
 

Simon Woodall 
& Barbara 

Selkirk,  
VW Buggy 

 
Oops again! 
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when he also made a mess of it but a 
few markers on and so dropped 9. 
 
Chilcombe was the 6th section and I’d 
failed on this fairly benign looking field 
the year before. Never got through the 
gate to see what was on the other side. 
Off I went with caution but a fair twist of 
power because the muddy field was 
ever so slippery. Through the gate this 
time only to be greeted with an 
immense amount of churned up mud, 
ruts and plenty of cow manure too. With 
all my efforts I managed only to drop 2 
marks so was quite happy. Willy was 
next and looked to be doing well until 
the slippery conditions caught him out 
and he dropped 5 points. We were still 
closely matched….. 
 
Boarsbarrow next, and it is another 
lovely section through woods on a quite 
steep, undulating climb. But the mud 
had taken hold here too and it was 
proving challenging for the few bikes in 
front of us. When my turn came I could 
sense failure after the first 10 metres or 
so. I succumbed to the slippery mud 
and incurred 8 points. Willy managed 
the same and so we were even on that 
hill. 
 
The 8th section was Knowle lane: a 
deep sided rough track with a tight 
steep turn up into a field and then 
further up to section ends. There was 
quite a delay so we knew it was 
claiming victims. My approach was fine 
until I arrived at the tight steep turn and 
it all went horribly wrong. Having not 
enough momentum and not able to 
make the turn on the mud slide I 
dropped it and dropped 8. After 
muscling the bike out of the way with 
the helpful marshal I was able then to 
watch Willy to see how he’d fair at the 
steep turn. Similarly, he failed to make it 
and also dropped 8.  
 
On to Meerhay which is a delight. 
Challenging, but not impossibly so, 
apart from the deep rocky part half-way 
up. Thought I was going to falter here 

but the bike kept the line and ploughed 
on through. Fortunately, this section 
was not very muddy. At the top I 
wondered how Willy would find the 
rocky part and how he’d do, 
competitively of course hoping not too 
well! But to his delight, and my 
admiration, he cleaned it and we 
paused for breath for a few minutes and 
I think, like me, he was counting up the 
points to see what the difference was 
between us….. 
 
I hate Green Lane. Done it a couple of 
times and it’s horrible. Horribly long, 
horribly muddy and horribly rutted. 4x4 
territory. Still, had to give it my best. A 
very long queue of bikes and a very 
long wait. Here I go, eventually. Got 
further than I thought but not much and 
dropped 8. A somewhat embarrassing 
struggle past lots of grinning spectators 
to get to the end and out of the mud. At 
the end I asked Willy how he’d done. 
Dropped 6 he said. Damn I said. I hate 
Green Lane. Final section was Butts 
Lane. I like this flat but tricky rock, 
watery and rutted strewn section and it 
doesn’t have too much mud. Balance 
was key and I kept mine to clean the 
section. Pleased for Willy as he did the 
same. 
 
We returned to the clay pigeon 
shooting / kart track complex to sign off 
and have a well-earned hot coffee and a 
sit down. Quite exhausted and looking 
at the bikes covered in mud, chatting to 
other competitors and marshals / 
observers, we calculated the result of 
our inter-competitor rivalry and it was 
inconclusive. Neither wanting perhaps 
to admit defeat or to claim victory. 
However, we both knew we would not 
be up for an award on the day so, cold 
and hungry, set off home for Bristol. 
Chatting in the van on the way back 
Willy was extremely happy that he’d 
competed in his first trial and pleased 
with his performance.  
 
As a “veteran” of 4 years trialling I was 
only hoping that my experience would 
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show through. In the end 2 points was 
the margin in my favour. We’re both 
looking forward to a rematch next 
year….. Hopefully without Green Lane! 
 
 
 
The 2016 Camel Classic Trial 
by Ian Davis 
 

A fter a cold, frosty and dry week, 
entrants in this year’s season 
ending trial woke to warmer 
temperatures and glorious 

bright sunshine which would continue 
all day long. Camel Vale uses a unique 
approach to space the entry out, with 
cars starting at 3 minute intervals with a 
further 20-minute interval to allow the 
second clerk of the course to adjust the 
marker posts for classes 1-6. Whilst this 
means the poor starter had to be on 
duty in the car park of the Borough 
Arms for over 3 hours, it did mean a 
very smoothly run event with very few 
delays throughout the day.  
 
Last year was the first time that sidecar 
combinations were invited to enter and 
this year solo motorcycles were also 
accommodated. But with 5 and 1 
entries respectively the bikes were 
somewhat outweighed by the 55 cars, 
including no fewer than 18 Class 8 
specials and what must be a record for 
class 3 in recent years – 8 entrants 
including 7 Escorts. 
 
With Aaron Hazelden winning the 
previous week’s Allen Trial and Dean 
Partington dropping 3 points and 
finishing 5th (after an eagle-eyed 
marshal spotted a momentary roll-back 
as he dropped the Wasp into second 
gear after the Guy’s restart), the 
Wheelspin championship was still to be 
decided. Going into the event Dean was 
ahead having a best ‘9 score’ of 66 
against Aaron’s 61 points from 8 
events. But with the dual scoring 
system on the Camel trial, class 8 

competitors have not dominated the top 
overall placings in recent years and 
Aaron looked to have a decent shout – 
if he could outscore Dean by at least 6 
points. 
 
Looking at the route card at the start 
and the unprecedented number of class 
8 restarts (last year there were maybe 3 
or 4 restarts out of 15 sections, this year 
there were maybe 3 or 4 sections out of 
15 without restarts) a few conspiracy 
theories starting surfacing about which 
Wheelspin contender the trial might 
favour. But by the end of the day it was 
pretty clear the conspiracy theories 
were wrong, with the second and third 
lowest points scores coming from the 
class. The conditions were so dry that, 
even with the Camel’s super-steep hills, 
restarts were needed to stop class 8 
and overall the organisers clearly made 
a good job of putting on a balanced 
event.  
 
The trial proper started down in Helligan 
Woods with Helligan 1 – which was 
probably cleaned by more this year than 
most previous years put together. But 
we, along with Dan Keat, were among 
those too heavy of right foot and getting 
a bit spectacular on the bumps towards 
the top. A steady drive up in the ruts 
seemed to be the trick this year. 
Immediately after came the first special 
test, a straightforward stop astride line 
B job but with lots of poles marking out 
a very wobbly route. 
 
Just down the track was Helligan 2 with 
the usual evil restart for Class 8 placed 
so that those stopping low lost a full 9 
points. We managed to get away nicely 
under the watchful eye of ‘Steward’s 
Tart’ Paul Bartleman but only 
succeeded in gaining a few points. 
Dean Partington signalled his intent by 
blasting up to a 3 to add to his clear on 
the first section followed by Dan Keat 
getting to the 2. Unfortunately Aaron’s 
trial and Wheelspin challenge ended 
here when his engine let go.  Setting 
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what was to become a familiar trend 
Grover and Arnie came along right at 
the end of the class in the white Troll to 
wheelie their way to the only clear in the 
class. 
 
Nearby came Shellwood another 
longstanding Camel stopper, even more 
so now that the tree cover has been 
removed and the track become very 
deeply rutted. 
 
One of the few long road sections on 
the trial followed through the lanes to 
ensure competitors approached the 
Penkestle and Clinnick complex from 
the left rather than attempt right turns 
from the busy A39. Penkestle 1 proved 
much drier than last year with clears the 
order of the day for Class 8 and the 
front runners in Classes 6 & 7 but the 
gradient and slippery surface caught 
other classes lower down the hill. 
Penkestle followed shortly after and was 
surprisingly rocky after last year’s mud-
bath. Competitors from most classes 
managed a clear and then a 3-point turn 
at the top although the restart caught a 
reasonable number.  
 
But the real challenge in this complex is 
Clinnick – long, steep and strewn with 
loose rocks on the steeper upper 
reaches. Class 8 usually have a restart 
as the section turns right off the main 
track onto the steeper section to slow 
momentum but in the dry conditions the 
restart was placed much higher up the 
track and proved a real stopper. Only 
Mark Linforth in the Cannon and 
Groover in the Troll had enough grip (or 
should that be weight?) to wheelie their 
way to the top from the restart, the 
remainder of class 8 either didn’t move 
at all or like us were trapped by a rock 
step 20 yards up the hill. Other classes 
fared little better and Ryan Tonkin in the 
family Baja was the only other 
competitor to see the top of this 
favourite section.   
 

A few miles along the road 3 sections at 
Laneskin followed, including the Land’s 
End section, expertly marshalled by the 
Stroud & DMC party but in the dry 
conditions there was little to report here. 
Simon Groves however managed to 
pick up an out of character 6 points 
when a tyre came off the rim, demoting 
him from first overall on points dropped 
to second. 
 
A second long road section followed to 
Polmorla – a section I seem to do worse 
on each time I attempt it. Starting in an 
old quarry now inhabited by a Vineyard/
Market garden the section climbs 
steeply up slippery rock in a narrow lane 
before classes 7-8 divert sharply right 
and then left over a hump onto grass.  It 
used to be said that the Camel was a 
Buggy event run by Buggy drivers but 
Polmorla would suggest this is no longer 
the case with the 3 SWB Buggies 
collecting the three highest scores of the 
day (7, 8,9) whilst the longer wheelbase 
Fugitives did much better with 4s and 
5s. Dean and Groover stood out here 
blasting up to drop only 2 points each. 
 
Classes 1-6 were spared the diversion 
but had to go further up the slippery 
rock track and clears were at a premium 
achieved only by Matt Facey in the 
BMW on route to a Class 3 win, Ben 
Gladwyn in the 1300cc Beetle, Keith 
Sanders in the Scimitar and the class 6 
Beetles.  
 
A few more road miles and it was back 
into forestry land for the remaining 7 
sections. In the dry conditions several of 
these sections passed by un-remarkably 
apart from Pheasant Plucker.  Here the 
talking point wasn’t the section itself but 
a very tightly marked restart where an 
eager marshal was penalising anyone 
so much as touching the base of the 
traffic cones in which the restart posts 
were contained. The layout of the restart 
was such that hardly anyone in Class 8 
managed to complete this test to the 
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restart marshal’s satisfaction. However 
all penalties were removed by the time 
the results were published…. 
 
The real challenges in the last third of 
the event were to be found at Pump 
House Climb, Hustyn and for classes 1-
6, Vinegar Hill. 
 
Pump House is a muddy section which 
runs alongside an ancient stone wall up 
an ever-increasing gradient – the upper 
reaches so steep that they can’t be 
safely used. Class 8 was given the 
added entertainment of a restart on the 
11-marker. Whilst this was perhaps 
intended as more of a higher start line 
than a true restart Nick Farmer was 
among those proving it was more 
difficult than it looked.  Even with this 
challenge Class 8 recorded a good 
number of cleans with 1s the order of 
the day for the best in Class 7 and 
classes 1-5.  
 
The second sting in the tail was Hustyn.  
Again a very steep climb, this time with 
a blind right hand corner at the top to a 
forest track but with a shaley surface 
seemingly more slippery in the dry than 
the wet. Most classes had a straight 
blast at the hill starting from the other 
side of the minor surfaced road at the 
bottom of the section. Class 8 had the 
addition of a restart at around the 9-
marker. This was set high enough to 
allow only three competitors to restart 
and clear the section – Nick Farmer, 
Dean Partington and Simon Groves – 
several of the others coming to grief on 
the very steepest part of the right 
hander with front wheels pawing the air.  
 
Luckily Harvey Waters was to hand with 
a strong rope and a few extra hands to 
pull cars out of the section. Mark 
Linforth looked to have the grip to clear 
the section but unfortunately grip on the 
back wheels overtook grip on the front 
wheels (largely because the front 
wheels were in the air) resulting in a 
swerve towards the trees and then 

across the track at the 6-marker.  Even 
without the restart Hustyn was a tough 
challenge with only Duncan Stephens, 
Ryan Tonkin and Mark Kessel seeing 
the top from class 7, along with eventual 
overall winner on Index of Performance 
Keith Sanders. 
 
The final section for classes 7-8, 
Grogley Moor was too dry to present too 
much difficulty although Class Winner 
Simon Groves somehow managed to 
drop a point when most went clear. 
Vinegar, the final section for classes 1-6 
proved a much tougher challenge with 
an off-camber restart cutting up badly to 
trap most of class 5. Mike Ellis proved it 
could be done in his big engine Beetle 
on his way to winning a small Class 6 
by some distance and recording the 
lowest number of points dropped 
overall. 
 
Overall a challenging day out despite 
the dry conditions but many in class 8 
will be hoping for rather wetter 
conditions in 2017 and a return to a 
handful of restarts. 



39 

Space 
sponsored by  
R H T Moore 

40 

Championship 
Chat 
 

So 2016 is done and dusted and 
hopefully the results in the tables match 
what you believe to be your results 
throughout the year. 
 
Congratulations to all the award 
winners, especially those of who have 
won each of the Championships. A 
special mention must also go to Kathy 
Martin for coming so close to winning 
the Pouncy Trophy. Not only would she 
have been the first female rider to have 
done so, she would have also been the 
first female to have won any of the 
leagues. Perhaps 2017 will see this 
achieved. 
 
2016 also saw Aaron Haizelden take the 
fight for the Wheelspin league to the 
wire and but for a blown engine on the 

final event he may have just managed 
the win.  Of course we all have many if’s 
and but’s and it is reliability trialling after 
all, but to have come so close was 
again a considerable achievement. 
 
Whereas one “Martin” just missed out 
another took first place. Sticker made it 
hard for himself after missing a couple 
of events at the back end of the season 
followed by a retirement on the Allen but 
did enough on the Camel to ensure he 
took the top spot in the Crackington as 
well as picking up a triple award along 
the way. 
 
2017 will see the introduction of regional 
championships in addition to our long-
running premier leagues. It will also see 
Carl Talbot take over the role of looking 
after the tables and administering 
memberships, so please ensure you 
complete your renewal forms correctly 
and forward them direct to him as 
opposed to me in the future. 

Navigator’s League 2016 
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Motorcycle Leagues 2016 
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Wheelspin League 2016 
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Crackington League 2016 
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