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I thought at one stage that I wouldn't have enough copy to fill this issue…. But very 
luckily I have too much., which is great. The Tamar event reports are waiting for the 
January issue already. BUT please don’t think I don’t need you to write in the future 
though……….. The more the merrier! 
 
Still need more photographers….. I have said enough about that in the past though. 
 
As you will see elsewhere we have a 2017 Calendar for sale—hope  you can support 
this venture again, we sold out last year. Only 50 copies will be published, so don’t 
leave it too long to get yours. An interesting photo for each month and dates for all 
ACTC trials. 

Space 
sponsored by  
R H T Moore 
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GILES’ 
JOTTINGS 
 

S o November is already upon us 
and I suspect there are more 
than a few who like me are 
wondering where the year has 

gone. In terms of events, the recent 
Tamar trial means we are three quarters 
of the way through the championship 
year.  
 
The point has been raised a few times 
over the summer that we seem to have 
a plethora of events in October and 
early November and yet large gaps in 
the calendar elsewhere.  
 
Whereas we are fortunate that so many 
clubs put in the time and effort to 
provide so much choice, it does make it 
difficult for competitors to fit in all the 
events they would ideally like. The 
answer is simple, spread the events 
more evenly throughout the year. The 
question of how to achieve this isn’t so 
simple. There are prime times in terms 
of weather, availability of organisers and  
restrictions on dates (such as 
Remembrance Sunday, Christmas etc.), 
that limit options. 
 
The ACTC use a numbered week 
system and this provides consistency 
even if it is not perfect. We are however 
open to suggestions as to how to 
improve the date setting, so if you have 
any ideas, let us know, or perhaps put 
pressure on your club as to whether the 
date currently used is ideal. An event 
without trials on weekends either side, 
should in theory gain more entrants so 
there is a benefit to all. 
 
In September we had the ACTC AGM 
which finally saw the vote on the engine 
rule. I am sure it is fairly common 

knowledge now but in case you haven’t 
yet heard, the proposal was passed to 
add a date restriction to the engines 
allowed in production classes. Full 
details will follow but hopefully for now 
this brings an end to the uncertainty 
around their use. As stated before, any 
car using such engines won’t be 
prevented from competing, they will 
simply be assigned to a different class.  
 
The proposal was backed fairly 
comprehensively at the meeting, 
although once again there were a 
number of clubs who were not 
represented which is always 
disappointing, especially in regards to 
such an important vote for the 
competitors. I feel like I’m beating my 
head against a brick wall sometimes, 
but once again, if you aren’t happy with 
the decisions please attend on behalf of 
your club if no-one else is going to 
represent your views. Please don’t 
simply bemoan the fact that you don’t 
like the direction the sport is going on 
the likes of Facebook and then not get 
involved when your voice can have an 
effect.  
 
The minutes of the meetings are now 
being uploaded to the ACTC website so 
it is also beneficial to read these to 
understand the previous discussions 
around the issues on which we all vote. 
 
Our next meeting is in May and at this 
time we vote to retain the existing 
members of the council and for any new 
ones that may want to stand. We have 
been fortunate in having Bill Bennett join 
the council as general secretary and 
Carl Talbot as the new championship 
secretary, but currently are without a 
marketing officer which would be a 
welcome addition. 
 
We are also fortunate that the Selwood 
family have come forward and offered to 
take on the annual awards and 
presentations. I am sure more will follow 
soon in regards to this and although it is 
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some months away, I would hope as 
many of you as are able will support 
them by attending. 
 
Next year will also be four years since I 
took on the role of Chairman and 
although I would be happy to continue if 
I could, I have to admit that I simply 
don’t have the time at the moment to 
give it the dedication that such a role 
requires. I am therefore going to stand 
down and am hopeful that someone will 
step up to the challenge.  
 

There have been a lot of members who 
have been somewhat vocal over the 
recent rule changes and seem to have 
the passion required to take the sport 
forward, so now is the time to come 
forwards and help shape the sport for 
years to come. If you have any interest 
in doing so, please make yourself 
known. 
 
Have a great end to the season. 
 
GILES 

Bill’s Bits 
 

I ’m sure many of you will have read 
a job description with the view of 
taking on a job. You then decide to 
take the job although you aren’t 

totally clear on every aspect of it but 
you hope for the best. It certainly wasn’t 
the pay that attracted me to the ACTC 
General Secretary’s job, more a desire 
to put something back into a sport 
which has given me a lot of pleasure 
over the past 13 years or so. Having 
talked to the retiring General Secretary, 
Stuart Harrold, who we all owe a big 
vote of thanks for all his sterling work 
over a number of years, I thought that I 
could at least give it a go. I’m learning 
as I go so please give me all the 
assistance you can, in return I am 
always interested to hear from any 
member and to help where I can. 
 
Classic Trials have always been known 
as a friendly sport where one 
competitor will stop to help another in 
trouble, preferring to beat that 
competitor on the hills rather than 
because of a mechanical breakdown. 
We enjoy each other’s company 
especially over a pint, this atmosphere 
is something pretty unique and well 
worth preserving, let’s do battle on the 
sections and not on social media. It’s 

always disappointing to hear people 
saying “ACTC are doing this or banning 
that”. All points of discussion, whoever 
proposed them, are voted on by the 
club delegates who in turn get their 
instructions from you the club 
members. It can’t be more democratic 
than that, everything is adopted or 
thrown out by the majority vote. Every 
member has two ways of making his or 
her views heard, firstly via their motor 
club and secondly via their class 
representative, the list of which was 
published in “Giles’ Jottings” in the 
March 2016 Restart. If any member 
feels their view is not being heard or is 
unsure of the detail of any point of 
discussion having used the two 
channels above then please drop me a 
line and I will promise a response, but 
in the end we have to accept the 
opinion of the majority. 
 
In summer 2015 a small group of 
triallists headed for the Continent for a 
touring holiday. We drove down through 
France to the Mediterranean Coast, 
where we had a swim, Looked at some 
white horses and black bulls before 
driving back via many tourist attractions 
in France. This team of intrepid 
travellers consisted of two Morgans 
with Pete & Carlie Hart piloting one and 
Murray & Chreanne Montgomery-Smith 
piloting the other. These two cars were 
accompanied by two MGs, an MGBGT 
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with Mal & Donny Allen aboard and the 
other, an MG NA with Liz & myself on 
board. We completed about 1,800 miles 
and all enjoyed the little adventure, so 
much so that we agreed to do 
something again this year. After a few 
meetings it was agreed that we would 
be a little more ambitious and take in a 
few more countries. 
 
On Wednesday 1st June three of the 
four cars drove down to the Premier Inn 
near the Channel tunnel Terminal in 
readiness for a crossing the next day at 
09.30hrs. We were joined by the 
Montgomery-Smiths at the terminal in 
time for the crossing. We left Calais at 
about 11.30hrs local time and drove the 
95 miles to Cambrai where we had 
booked into a Chateau where Liz & I 
had stayed before when travelling to 
Luxemburg with the pre-war Triple-M 
Section of the MGCC. The trip down to 
Cambrai and from Cambrai to St Dizier 
the next day was done with the hoods 
up because it was raining both 
days. We spent five days 
getting down to Interlakin where 
we had booked into a camp site 
for three nights to allow us 
some time out of the cars and 
site-seeing. Oh and by the way, 
it rained every day! A part of 
the deal offered by the 
campsite was free travel on 
buses and discounted travel on 
the railways.  
 
Some of us took advantage of 
this to go by train to 
Grindlewald where we caught 
the cog wheel railway up to 
Kleine Scheidegg, a little village which 
sits at the base of the mountains Eiger, 
Mönch and Jungfrau. This was a little 
special for me because it was the first 
time I had returned to the Eiger since I 
summited it in 1985 with a German 
climber called Hermann (Hermann the 
German as he became known). It 
brought back a lot of memories most of 
which were good. It did remind me that 

this railway is reputed to be the most 
expensive railway in the world in terms 
of cost per mile travelled. On another 
day we took the bus into Interlakin and 
then a cable car up one of the local 
mountains from where generally the 
views of the local area would be 
fantastic, but on the day we were on top 
it was rather cloudy. There was an 
interesting cow on top of this mountain 
with a message which I think might have 
been better translated, it read “Don’t go 
up the Cow! Penalty Ṩ 50.--”. 
 
As we had been spending quite a few 
days sitting and driving our cars, Pete 
and I decided we would walk back down 
rather than take the cable car. This was 
quite interesting but rather wet and 
muddy in places due to all the rain that 
had been falling in recent days. We still 
managed to beat the cable car down 
although it was quite a bit further than I 
had imagined it would be. 
 

We left Interlakin on Thursday 9th June 
and drove on some very interesting 
roads going over quite a few mountain 
passes before arriving at the very nice 
hotel Bellevue in Wiessen high in the 
Swiss Alps. This hotel also had a 
Classic Motor Club, the owner having a 
very nice MGC. We signed up to be 
members of this club which was free 
and which gave us a discount on our 
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accommodation costs. The amount of 
discount you were due depended on the 
age of your car and as we were driving 
our 1935 MG NA I qualified for a 
whopping 50% discount. A photo was 
also taken of our cars outside the hotel 
which was used on their website. 
 
Once all the photos and chatting with 
local enthusiasts had finished we set off 
on another super day’s driving through 
the Swiss Alps, passing through Davos 
before crossing into Italy, our destination 
being the famous Stelvio Pass. 
Fortunately when we arrived at the pass 
it had actually stopped raining!! This 
allowed us some stunning views.  
 
The original road of the Stelvio Pass 
was built in 1820 – 1825 by the Austrian 
Empire to connect the former Austrian 
province of Lombardia with the rest of 
Austria. Before the end of World War 1 it 
formed the border between the Austrian-
Hungarian Empire and the Italian 
Kingdom. Since then the route has 
changed very little. Its seventy-five 
hairpin bends, forty eight of which are on 
the Northern side and numbered with 
roadside stones are an interesting 
challenge to motorists. Stirling Moss 
went off the road in the 1990s during a 
vintage car event, an incident which was 
filmed by an on-board camera and 
shown on satellite TV. As anybody who 
has driven the Alpine mountain passes 
will know they are also very popular with 
cyclists presenting them with 
tremendous challenges.  
 
Each year on the last Saturday in 
August or the first Saturday in 
September, the Stelvio National Park 
Administration organise the “Stelvio bike 
day” when all roads over the Stelvio and 
Umbrail passes are closed to all traffic 
except cyclists. On average 12,000 
cyclists from all over the world take part 
in this event. The top of the pass at 
9,045 feet (2,757 m) is the highest 
paved mountain pass in the Eastern 

Alps and the second highest in the Alps 
being only 148 feet (45 m) lower than 
the Col de la Bonette (9,193 feet - 2,802 
m) in France. The photo I’ve included is 
from the internet and shows the hairpin 
bends on the north side. When we were 
there the sides of the roads near the 
summit had 6 feet high snow walls and 
in fact the pass was still closed with very 
deep snow less than two weeks before 
we arrived. 
 
We stayed near the summit for one night 
then on the next day we left by going 
down the Umbrail Pass back into 
Switzerland passing through Klosters 
before crossing the borders of 
Liechtenstein, Austria and into Germany 
to Lindau where we stayed for another 3 
nights in another campsite on the shores 
of the Bodensee. During our stay we 
visited the island of Lindau and took a 
ferry trip on the Bodensee, then it was 
time to get back into the cars and 
complete the journey home via 
Germany, Luxemburg, Belgium and 
France before returning to good old 
England. 
 
Our continental tour had taken 18 days, 
passed through eight different countries 
and covered just short of 2,400 miles. It 
was great! Almost as good as classic 
trialling. The only slightly downside was 
that it rained in every country we visited, 
in fact we only had 2.5 dry days out of 
the whole 18-day tour, but it didn’t spoil 
the adventure and in fact plans are well 
in hand for our 2017 tour which will take 
us over a lot of the famous Pyénées 
passes and down into Spain where we 
hope the chances of sunny weather 
might be better. 
 

Bill Bennett 
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THE YORKSHIRE DALES 
TRIAL – 8th May 2016 
 
A report by Jonathan Toulmin 
 

A nticipation is often better than 
realisation, but this was not the 
case on a glorious, warm and 
sunny Sunday in beautiful 

Yorkshire in early May. The trial 
certainly exceeded my expectations.  
Most readers will know that Ilkley & 
District MC ran the Ilkley Trial for many 
years, but last year the event had been 
taken over by the Airedale and Pennine 
Motor Car Club, although I think that 
some of the Ilkley organising team had 
moved over with the event - certainly, 
the majority of the sections were familiar 
to me from the old Ilkley days. 
 
It was only just beginning to get light, as 
we left Stratford-upon-Avon shortly 
before 5am, for the 175-mile drive to 
Pateley Bridge.  By the time we were 
passing the Service area on the M42 
(the start of recent Edinburgh Trials), 
there was a red sky and the start of a 
glorious day. Two hours of motorway, 
some fog, and half and hour of very 
quiet A and B roads brought us to the 
start soon after 8 am. We joined a short 
scrutineering queue and were efficiently 
checked over by old friends from 
sprinting Andrew Dobson and Jen who 
gave us ticks in all the boxes, and so to 
signing-on – very quick as no route 
amendments, one tiny amendment to 
the section instructions and a few tyre 
pressure limits to note and in no time we 
were off to an excellent bacon bap and 
cups of tea. Unlike almost all other 
trials, the route book is a tulip diagram 
type. This works well, so long as you 
have an accurate trip odometer in your 
car. I also wonder whether route 
amendments would be possible using 
that format? 
 
 

There was a good turn out of a wide 
diversity of ‘bikes and cars. First away, 
from 8.15am, was Odgie Danaan on an 
old (1954) 650cc Triumph and Fiona 
Rinaldi on a 1959 BSA Bantam. Tony 
George was riding a Triumph, also from 
1959, and then there were 6 or so ‘bikes 
from the 1960s and the 1974 Ossa 
Explorer of Neil Anderson (whatever 
one of those might be!). Michael 
Nicholson had the smallest engine in 
the trial, just 150cc of Gas Gas power to 
get him up some steep and bumpy 
sections. Ian Brown’s KTM 450 EXC 
was the single machine in class X – 
which was for bikes that didn’t fit in 
anywhere else. John Kenny was brave 
enough to trial a brand-new AJP PR7 
and Celia Walton of MCC fame closed 
off the ‘bikes on her Class D Honda - 33 
machines in all.   
 
There was then a 15-minute gap until 
the first of the 50 cars got going at 8.45. 
With the dry conditions, and the well-run 
sections, I doubt whether any of cars 
saw any of the bikes all day!  Class 8 
lead the way with 3 VW specials, 3 
Cannons, 2 Trolls, the ex-David Bache 
Dellow, now rebuilt and being run by 
Tim Barrington, and Mike Chatwin’s Pp 
Wasp (as the entry list described it), a 
Sylva Mojo and the 1600cc Leige of 
Graham Redmayne. 
 
In class 7, there were several Lieges 
and Marlins, Dudley Sterry’s MG and 
Brian Colman’s Dutton making up the 
dozen in that class. Mark Smith’s Beetle 
was all of class 6. Class 5 had nine 
competitors made up of David 
Golightly’s Morton & Bret Bored (!!) 
Racer, Aaron Haizelden (with dad 
bouncing) and Steve Sims in Reliant 
SS1s, Steve Kingstone’s Midget, and 
the rest of us in X90s of various colours. 
Sam Holmes Beetle and Myke Pocock’s 
Estelle made up class 4. Both class 3 
were from Ford – the Escort of Sticker 
Martin and Nigel Hilling’s 1172cc Anglia. 
Just two in class 2, and the entry list 
typist had another field day. He or she 
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got Bill Bennett’s MG J2 correct, but had 
Joe Stollery down as driving a Woaseley 
Hordet! John Heppenstall’s Peugeot 205 
GTi had class 1 won just so long as he 
completed the course. 
 
Class 0 was a mixed bag – an Austin7, 
a Cannon, a Dellow and an X90! Then 
there were five in the special “Vintage” 
class – 4 x 7 (of the Austin type) and 
one Lea Francis.  
 
It was a bit daunting to be confronted 
with Watergate 1 just five minutes (1.5 
miles) from the start! It is a terrific, rather 
rough, section starting downhill across a 
stream and up the steep hillside with a 
restart for classes 6,7 & 8. Although a bit 
formidable, there is lots of grip and it 
isn’t too difficult, but a wonderful section 
generating elation at the top! The restart 
did look to be a challenge! It stopped six 
‘bikes and eight cars, mostly in the 
restart area, including, amazingly, 
Dudley Sterry in his class 7 version of 
the venerable MG J2.  
 
Just a few yards further on was 
Watergate 2, - basically a bomb hole! 
The gradient is so steep in two places 
that vision is an issue! You just look at 
the nice blue sky and hope! But there 
was lots of grip and enough space to 
give the car its head to romp up, - 
another fun section. It stopped just 3, 
but surprisingly that included Sticker 
Martin in his pale blue Escort, a mistake 
that cost him about ten places in the 
final pecking order. 
 
There was a Watergate 3, marked out 
with poles, but this was for ‘bikes only. 
Sitting in the Suzuki, it looked 
straightforward but obviously wasn’t! 
The results show that it caught out 
sixteen of the twenty-six who tackled it. 
 
Then a lovely ten-mile run to 3 sections 
called Strid Wood – except there aren’t 
any trees! Number 1 was very ‘bouncy’, 
my passenger wanting to get out part 

way up! It is in a gully with a surface of 
soil, but being dry, there was little 
difficulty and only one ‘bike and two cars 
were penalised there. Dave Cook, 
looking extremely relaxed, was sitting in 
a folding chair in the sunshine on top of 
the bank taking photos of everyone.  
Strid Wood 2 was only a few yards 
away. It is an artificial section being 
partly defined by markers. From the 
start, it steepens to the crest of the hill 
where there is a very rutted sharp right 
turn at the “8” marker, followed by a left 
turn, all in open hillside. The rutted 
sharp right corner stopped several, 
including, to everyone’s amazement, 
Aaron Haizelden in his Scimitar SS1. He 
didn’t give up easily, and created 
enough smoke to set off all the smoke 
alams in Yorkshire! I was next to go, and 
had wait a long time for the smoke to 
clear so that I could see the course! 
Seven ‘bikes failed it, and twenty-six 
cars, mostly around the “8” marker.  
 
The vintage class were excused SW 2. 
SW3 was a field or two away. From a 
level start, there was a sharpish right 
turn up a bit of a bank to a straight climb 
up the hillside. In wet weather it is the 
devil, but that day it was easy. Six bikers 
and six cars failed near the start, with 
just one car getting an “8”, everyone 
else was “clean”. 
 
The first section at Hawpike farm is as 
an attractive section as you will find 
anywhere, but again the dry weather 
made it an enjoyable, but not 
challenging section, even with a restart 
for some. Only four failed there. Fifty 
yards on brought us to Hawpike 2 and 
the situation was the same – extremely 
slippery if wet, easy when dry. Only two 
lost points there. Then it was a half-mile 
drive across fields to the jumbo timed 
test. It starts downhill, weaves through 
two or three sets of cones, through a 
stone-pillared narrow gateway, then up 
a bank, between more cones, stop 
reverse for a long way, and then a sprint 
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to the finish to stop astride – phew! Of 
the cars, Ian Davis made best time in 
just under 26 seconds, whilst the 
slowest took about 45 seconds. Dean 
Partington and Charles Knifton were 
both given failed tests, luckily for them 
the only penalty was a slow time. The 
very nice farmer had an air-line, so tyres 
were inflated in seconds, and we were 
off on a scenic ten-mile drive to Peel’s 
Wood.  
 
And still the sun shone. In the past I 
have found it impossible to get to the 
start of this one, but no trouble this year. 
There was a restart for classes 6 & 7, 
which was off to the side of the track up 
the right-hand bank and it caught out a 
few. Three bikes and seven cars failed 
the section mostly at the restart. Just a 
few yards from the top of the section, 
was the second timed test on grass with 
a gentle gradient – this one of the 
normal A to over B, reverse behind B 
and forward to stop on line C type for 
the cars, whereas the ‘bikes ignored line 
B altogether. Fastest bike was Ian 
Brown (class X) in 6.57, whereas most 
were taking 8 or 9 seconds. Again Ian 
Davis was fastest of the cars by some 
margin with a time of 14.35seconds, 
whereas I took things more leisurely in 
19.22 seconds.  I didn’t see any high-
tech timing gear, so I don’t know how 
they could time it one-hundredth of a 
second! 
 
Five miles later brought us to the farm 
shop and café at Fewston for a half-hour 
lunch break.  We were all parked in a 
big field, so there was time to look at the 
opposition and catch up on news with 
friends.  Thomas Aldrian was having his 
first outing in his recently-acquired X90, 
which must have been quite a change 
from his old mounts of Austin 7 or the 
family Skoda. We were still penalty-free, 
but the next section would change all 
that!  
 
 

 
I’ve never liked Sword Point 1! Strid 
Wood may not have had any trees, this 
had far too many! The section starts at 
right angles to a hard forestry road, up a 
little bank and then sharp right followed 
by an even sharper left. There is no 
track until about the “5” marker, lower 
than that the section is just identified 
with the usual marker/score posts. 
Inevitably, we went the wrong side of a 
tree to be given a “wrong route” and 
seven penalties. Oh dear! Only four 
‘bikes failed, but almost half the cars got 
a penalty.  Just a few yards further on 
was SP 2, with a restart amongst the 
tree roots for most of the ‘bikes and 
classes 6,7 and 8 for the cars.  
 
I thought the same thing was going to 
happen again – big trees everywhere! 
We weaved through them, and up the 
proper track, round to the right, and then 
there were two enormous trees in front, 
with the section ends markers off to the 
left. I didn’t know which way to go, 
choose to go between the trees (it was a 
bit tight), and there was the finish. I 
walked back and saw that there were 
lots of wheel tracks going round the 
second tree.  I asked the marshal 
whether our route was correct. Either 
was OK he told me – pity the route book 
didn’t say so, or some striped tape 
would have helped. The results suggest 
that quite a few went wrong at the big 
trees and in all sixteen failed. 
 
I wasn’t sorry to leave those woods and 
wondered whether Wilson’s Wood 1 and 
2 would be similar – they were not.  Both 
sections were new to me, although I 
have done different tracks there a 
couple of years ago. These were proper 
tracks, but bone dry, and good fun – 
there were very few failures.  Then it 
was Brimham Lodge, a steep bank 
covered in long grass, normally slippery 
but no trouble this year, only six of the 
entire entry got marks there.  
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Ten miles, and a long very bumpy 
“green lane” brought us to Bluebell 
Wood and the only long queue of the 
entire event. We waited an hour for our 
attempt. Very picturesque through the 
woods, but a proper, but rough, stoney 
track for most of it. There was some 
confusion about who should do the 
restart and there was a deviation for 
most of the ‘bikes and class 8. The 
restart was for class 7, as it turned out, 
was wet and caused difficulty for most 
in that class. 
 
Many thought that the class 8 route was 
easier than the main route, and the 
results confirm this as there were only 
two car failures, and from the ‘bike 
brigade only the combo failed, whereas 
in the ‘lower’ car classes, no one went 
clear. We got passed the “4”, and then 
saw the section markers up the bank on 
the right, and went for them. 
Unfortunately, I had missed the “3”, we 
should have turned up the bank after 
the big tree, not in front of it, so a 
second “wrong route” for us for a “3”. 
 
Just a couple of miles brought us to the 
final test of Longside Wood, but well 
worth waiting for! I done it before, and 
failed it before, it can be slippery but not 
this year! A long section on a very clear 
track – absolutely no chance of another 
“wrong route”. Rutted and bumpy in 
places, with three good corners, my 
passenger told me to slow down as she 
was hitting her head on the roof! We 
stormed up to within a couple of feet of 
the end, but the final sharp corner onto 
a cross track was soft and cut up. I 
turned too sharply for a “1”, but great 
fun – and not everyone had got that far. 
In fact the section failed twenty-six 
drivers (only 3 of whom got passed the 
“2”) and seven ‘bikes. 
 
The sun was still shining as we made 
our way back to Pateley Bridge and The 
Tea Cups Café to sign off, and enjoy an 
excellent meal for not too much money. 
We were on our way home at 5pm, and, 

with few traffic delays, we were home 
about 8pm – a most excellent day. 
 
Our most grateful thanks to the 
organisers, officials and marshals for 
putting on a most enjoyable trial – and 
the sun shone all day! 
 
The results showed that Mick 
Whitehouse was the best of those with 
only two wheels, and Celia Walton was 
the best of those with three. Phil 
Sanders was the best biker form the 
organising club and Leslie Humphries 
was the best novice, coming 2nd in class 
A. 
 
Of the less adventurous trailers (i.e. 
those with 4 wheels), Ian Davis had a 
clear round and was fastest on the tests 
to win overall. Best organising club 
driver was John Heppenstall (Pug 205 
GTi) and Terry Hart (Troll) best novice, 
dropping just 7 points. My wrong routes 
did not help, but I got the consolation 
prize of best Japanese Production Car 
(of which there were just 6) with a total 
of 11 penalties for 3rd in class 5.)  The 
class winners were: Class 0 – Martin 
Grindod (1953 1172cc Cannon); Class 
2 went to – you’ve guessed it – ACTC 
secretary Bill Bennett (MG J2 and 10 
points); Class 3 to Nigel Hillings 1953 
1172cc Ford Anglia; Sam Holmes 
(1300cc Beetle) won class 4; the 
1500cc MG Midget of Steve Kingstone 
won class 5 dropping only 7 points. 
Class 7 went to Steve Bennington’s 
Liege who dropped just 6 points. Mike 
Chatwin went clear to win class 8 from 
Charlie Knifton who was also clear but 
failed a special test.  The intage class 
was won by the Austin 7 of Andrew 
Wright (6 points). 
 
Again, our thanks to all concerned and 
a wonderful day in Yorkshire. Looking 
forward to next year already – so long 
as its dry!! 
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Taw and Torridge Trial by 
Keith Sanders 
 

T his event is always popular as it 
marks the return of the ACTC 
Championship following the 
summer break where 

competitors have had time to give their 
vehicles a thorough overall and 
sometimes even a new paint job – or in 
my case sit in the garage gathering dust! 
It’s always a good a time to catch up 
with fellow competitors who you’ve not 
seen for a while and a reminder of what 
a friendly sport this is. My brother Geoff 
joined me as passenger so we got 
scrutineered, signed-on, breakfast 
consumed and safely away from the 
start. It was good to see more MX5s 
coming out in class 5, four in this case, 
double the number of MX5s than X-90s 
in fact. 
 
We had the normal 15 (ish) minute 
queue at Cutliffe Lane and could hear 
the class 6/7/8s working hard on the 
restart. Was met at the start line by 
James Shallcross who was the first of 
many retirements with a broken 
driveshaft. Along with most other 
competitors not-restarting we managed 
to climb ok but picked up an unlucky 
puncture and sidewall split right at the 
very top, just managing to get across the 
Section Ends sign and on to the level 
exit track. 
 
With wheel changed and tyres pumped 
we started heading to the next section 
and after a few miles discovered John 
Cox stuck in a deep ditch! He’d pulled 
over on to what looked like an innocent 
grass verge to let a lady in her BMW 
pass by. All of the six remaining 
competitors soon arrived and after much 
grunting and puffing, and a tow from Tim 
Naylor in the Z3, we eventually got John 
out of the ditch and back on the road. 
 
We all then arrived at the Wembsworthy 
Test together and there was much 
debate about the quickest way around, 

the marshal was quite rightly giving no 
clues about which was fastest, the 
options being to drive around and 
through each gate or to drive/reverse 
each of the four gates from the centre 
position. Given that the Scimitar has 
Reverse/First/Third very close together 
it’s not easy to always find the gear 
you’re looking for when against the 
stopwatch. I therefore opted for the drive
-around and got a fairly average time. 
 
Wembsworthy 1 usually catches a few 
people on the sharp left bend but no 
problems for us and being very dry we 
were able to drive right out of the top 
without difficulty. Wembsworthy 2 was 
for bikes only. 
 
Wembsworthy 3 was approached gently, 
the theory being that with such dry 
conditions it wouldn’t be necessary to 
take much speed over the rough part 
just after the restart. What I didn’t realise 
was that the grass was much wetter 
here that just 100yds away at previous 
Section so once across the rough stuff I 
struggled for grip and eventually came to 
a halt picking up a 2. Dave Haizelden in 
the other Scimitar and Tim Naylor in the 
Z3 had gone better and picked up a 1. 
Dick Bolt and Simon Hamer retired at 
Wembsworthy, Dick had broken his diff, 
I don’t know about Simon but possibly 
the same. 
 
Devon Yeoman Butts was its normal 
muddy self at bottom of section where 
you turn left on to the hill. Momentum is 
needed but the car also needs to steer-
in – not something Scimitars are 
renowned for! We arrived just as Dave H 
was driving back down having cleared 
the Section and turned at the top. No 
room for error in that case, luckily the 
front turned-in ok and once blasting 
through the slippy stuff at the bottom 
more grip was available further up. It 
didn’t work quite so well for Nick 
Symonds in his MX5 who got all crossed
-up and sideways on the slippery stuff at 
the bottom. 
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The tight and steep right-hander of 
Adrian’s Aisle caught a few people 
including Dave, who was still getting 
used to the lack of steering compared to 
his Golf. We got around ok, though if the 
front bumper had a few extra coats of 
paint it would have caught the bank. 
Good climb here from Nick Symonds in 
his MX5 who was the only other class 5 
to go clean, redeeming himself from the 
previous section. More retirements 
followed, Dave Symonds and John Cox 
with clutch problems, also Martin 
Matthews but cause unknown. 
 
From here we continued to the Week 
Farm complex consisting of 4 Sections 
and the 2nd observed test. It was very 
grippy for a change and most people 
managed to get through ok without 
hitting too many trees! 
 
At the lunch halt I met up again with 
Dave Symonds in his first outing with 
the MX5. While fairly happy with how 
the car was climbing he’d been struck 
with bad luck again as his brand new 
competition clutch was giving up the 
ghost already so he decided to retire 
while still just about driveable.  
 
Following the lunch break next sections 
were Rat Run and Rat Trap. The first 
being a steep field climb and the second 
a steep wooded climb. I messed up the 
first by trying something different which 
didn’t work, picking up 4 points. Dave 
took the better line and scored 3 
meaning we were now very close on 
points. Unfortunately his excitement was 
short-lived as after reversing back down 
his diff was making horrible noises so 
he had to retire. 
 
On Rat Trap the start line was 
positioned to give us a good run up, just 
as well as this is very steep. We blasted 
away and while tried to avoid the big 
holes dug out on the class 8 restart I 
think I managed to hit them all, but 
thankfully with enough momentum to 
keep going and come out of the top with 
a big smile!  

From here we headed to the final cluster 
of sections, the first being Goldburn 
Blade. A queue had formed here where 
while the section looked quite harmless, 
below the “dry” looking surface it was 
actually very slippery and many people 
were barely getting to the restart area. 
Colin Jeffrey and myself were on similar 
points by now and when I saw him spin 
to a halt at the restart I knew I had to try 
something different. We got a fairly 
good launch from the start but pretty 
soon afterwards started to spin the 
wheels quite a bit so I started backing 
off and remarkably was able to trickle all 
the way through the restart area and out 
of the section. 
 
Duncan Stephens had seen what I’d 
done and tried the same. For him 
however he had a restart so was a case 
of carefully trickling away, which he 
managed ok and got to a very credible 4
-point position. 
 
Next was Pen Steep. A new section (to 
me anyway) with a straight steep climb 
between the trees. A generous start line 
enabled us to blast out way to the top 
without any dramas but I then got 
tangled in the fencing while reversing 
back down. Thanks to Norton Sellwood 
for helping to un-tangle and extract me, 
I suspect he had a busy day! 
 
The final section of the day was 
Richard’s Romp. With the surface of the 
field broken this was again very slippery 
below the surface with nearly all cars 
failing around 6 and 5, with just Richard 
Thompson and the Wasps of Dean 
Partington and Mike Chatwin reaching 
the dizzy heights of a 4. 
 
I started the day with ambitions of a 
class win so was delighted to come 
away with the Overall award. Thank you 
to the Holsworthy MC organising team 
for setting out a challenging event, 
marking the sections appropriately for 
the weather conditions such that 5 
different classes were represented in 
the Top 10 overall standings. 
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Taw & Torridge Trial 2016 
by Anthony Andrew 
 

A s some of you may know I 
recently purchased a 
‘specialist trials buggy’ as I like 
to call it. It was designed and 

built by Tony Young, a seasoned and 
very successful classic trials competitor. 
My son, Brian, saw it advertised, and 
his words to me were ‘you should buy 
that Dad, if you don’t I will, that car is 
coming home here!’ Well, my reasoning 
was that my son and No1 mechanic 
Brian, has a lot on his plate with two 
young children, a house that he is 
making into his own, a keen runner, 
oarsman, classic trials competitor, 
chairman of Holsworthy Motor Club and 
a keen to help anybody he meets 
attitude to life!  My white Beetle (known 
as Burt in the family, and built by Ian 
Facey) needed a fresh gearbox at least, 
and whilst it was always reliable and 
lots of fun, I thought Brian deserved not 
to be working on my car as much. So I 
gave him Burt. 
 
Tony’s car was ‘ready to go’ or so I 
thought. Upon taking it out for a test 
run/ trial I noticed the head room was 
too low for my odd shaped body, and so 
I took it into Matt Acers in Holsworthy 
for some stainless steel fabrication. The 
roof bars were raised 4”, a new dash 
board filled the space below the 
windscreen, and a roof was fitted. I 
didn’t think I was a wus, but open air 
driving was a first for me and I was not 
prepared for the wet and cold. I have 
done a couple of closed in-woodland 
trials, once with Brian as co-pilot and 
once with my daughter-in-law Kirsty. I 
was pleased with the general 
performance and ‘attitude’ of the car 
and so were my co-pilots.  
 
Good news. The car really is a different 
beast to drive than what I have been 
used to. The pedals are in the middle, 
the steering wheel is looking towards 

the centre of the car. The gear stick is 
‘ass-about face’ and back to front. Plus 
the front wings prevent all viewing of 
the front corners of the car. That is my 
excuse for bashing the front wing on the 
fourth section of our first day out.  
 
So it’s back to Brian to ask how we sort 
that out. Two weeks later we have a 
gear stick that gives us reverse to the 
left and not the right, more like a Beetle, 
and apart from first being towards you 
and second away from you, it is easier 
to get the hang of.  Some new smaller 
wings (small lorry wings) and some 
brackets for same have made viewing a 
lot easier but I still have ambitions to 
make the front look a little sexier. 
There’s a buzz word for you. So we 
now consider we have a chance to go a 
little better at the Taw & Torridge. 
Luckily Brian wanted a lift as his Beetle 
is still in the garage on the ramp, and so 
off we go to Clovelly Visitor Centre. This 
is a great place to start with loads of 
parking, really good bacon rolls and 
generally great facilities. Kirsty is doing 
the paperwork and so we all get there 
early, and I get a chance to look at 
other cars being scrutineered. It really is 
interesting, and impressive, to see all 
the preparation gone into the vehicles, 
and see the generally relaxed attitude 
of the competitors.  
 
The volunteer scrutineers, who have to 
turn up probably first, were enthusiastic 
and relaxed. I did think it hard when one 
competitor starts quoting the ‘Blue 
Book’ to the marshal, when all he was 
querying was the fact the competitor did 
not have two carburettor return springs. 
Why the heck should volunteers get a 
lecture about the rules when they are 
volunteering? I hope I never get like 
that. 
 
The sun is going to shine I predict, and 
we are first on the road of the cars. I 
quite like that idea, as the only hold up 
should be of my making. Now the bad 
news! We have a tyre pressure limit of 
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16 psi all day. I expect there is a certain 
irony here as Brian and I have discussed 
‘how to stop class 8’ on many occasions 
and my reasoning was tyre pressures. 
But I didn’t mean me! Truthfully I was 
not concerned, except for the fact that 
he Michelin ‘Double Rivet’ pattern tyres 
we are forced to use, owing to Tony’s 
18” wheel rims, well mine now, give 
almost no grip unless they are on low 
pressure. The side walls seem very firm, 
and the car does not weigh much I think. 
 
OK, Cutcliffe Lane here we come. Old 
favourite of mine, only been up it clean 
once in the Burt, and so we stop on the 
restart, and go nowhere off it. Reverse 
down a sensible distance and go again, 
only just get past the restart, and the 
Marshall motions for me to go the fails 
route. Sorry to say I saw red, went back 
to the gateway and blasted it, going 
straight out the top. Apologies for not 
going the fails route, but it meant cars 
had to reverse to get out of my way, and 
in the end no one had to push, and there 
was no hold up. 
 
Special Test 1, A simple 4 lines to cross 
in any direction, and so after careful 
consideration I drive forwards through all 
the gates, and as it happens was 
second fastest. 
 
Down to the quarry, now at 
Wembsworthy 1, and the first section is 
really tight with hairpin bends right and 
left. There is a good lock on the car and 
also it is quite short, and so no 
problems. Wembsworthy 2 is now on 
grass, and the dew is still around. The 
restart is always set in a great place, just 
across the sheep tracks. I stop as short 
as practical, give it some wellie, find 
some grip and the front rears its head 
like The Lone Ranger’s horse ‘Silver’. I 
panicked a bit and depressed the clutch 
to get her down again. Lack of 
experience with the car meant when the 
front landed I was too slow to ‘go again’ 
and so we were wedged into another 

sheep track with the front wheels. 
Revving and sawing the wheels did no 
good, and so it was a 3. We drove back 
up across the field and stopped to watch 
some others, and the restart was 
proving quite tricky, so I felt better. 
Section 5 is a couple of steep left hand 
bends, and just when you think you are 
in the clear the track gets really slippery. 
Today of course it is dry and so this was 
not a problem, but I am still worried 
about the 16 psi. I am musing to myself 
as we go along that Jim Wood, Clerk of 
the Course has go it about right with the 
tyres. Well done Jim. 
 
Adrian’s Aisle next, and I remember this 
is where we had a steering arm break in 
Brian’s Beetle before. Andrew Rippon 
and his good lady wife are marshalling, 
and it is really good of competitors who 
are not competing to do this when they 
could be having a day off, doing their 
building work, on their new home. Thank 
you to all marshals for a sterling job all 
day. More volunteers who deserve the 
greatest respect, and not an argument 
about what the competitor has been 
scored. 
 
Week Vale, and it is so dry in these 
woods, that there is loads of grip. 
Restart boards have been set about 2-
3ft apart, and whilst my gut thought was 
to stop with one axle in the box, I wait to 
see if Brian says anything, and then 
make my own decision to stop astride 
both lines. A fail, what did I say about 
those wonderful marshalsL! Just joking, 
hopefully I’ll remember next time, but no 
promises. 
 
Section 8, The Loop. Steep climb up 
through the woods with a sharp left hand 
turn onto the track at the top. Brian 
warns me about this, and we make the 
hill no problem. We get to the top, Silver 
takes over again, and the car veers to 
the left and lands square onto the track 
 
 A bit of luck here. 
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Across the Stream was a nightmare last 
year with few competitors getting to the 
restart. It’s still dry, but I notice the 
bikers have taken all the top off and the 
soil looks really loose. Get to the restart, 
and decide I if I ‘go for it’ and do find 
some grip I may have a face full of dirt, 
if we go right back over. So I trickle off 
the line and go all the way clear, 
amazing, beginning to like this car. 
Tarzan was all roots showing on the 
section, and with a restart for all, this 
was not an issue. 
 
Week Bottom is a section all on the 
slope. Short rise, hard left along the side 
leaning to the left, sharp right, then 
steep. We watched quite probably 20 
bikes, here as that was the longest hold 
up of a very good day, and saw a few 
bikes fail near the top, with a sharp left 
around a tree. Got up to the sharp left 
and realised that the 4 marker was out 
to the right of a large tree, with the 3 just 
past it. Brian was instructing to go left, 
but I could see the 4 to the right, and so 
went for that. On reflection there weren’t 
any back markers, so I could have taken 
a short cut, but that was not in the spirit 
of the game. So went to the right, lost 
momentum and stopped ahead of the 
tree.  Marshals tried to help but there 
was lots of dead wood that had been 
cleared from the section, more 
marshals’ help, and so I could not get 
any forward motion. Backed onto a tree 
and was effectively stuck. There were 
loads of instructions on what to do, but 
my passenger had a brainwave. ‘Stop 
and allow me to let the tyres down’ he 
said. Upon releasing the ‘fast exit 
valves’ I drove up into the wood very 
easily, turned left and exited the section. 
There Jim, if I could have run on 7 psi 
all day, I wouldn’t have got stopped.  
 
Special test 2 was a weave around 
some cones, and we only just missed 
beating Dean Partington. Bloody hell we 
are good at this. Rat Run was the same 
as last year, a very steep assent of a 
grassy bank, and the dip in the bottom 

prevents a flat out burn for us. Got a 7, 
which was the highest score of the day. 
As more competitors did the section, the 
grass was torn off, and the later cars got 
further and further up the top. I knew I 
didn’t want to go first.  
 
Rat Trap was devilish. Ian Facey was in 
charge here, and the section was 
almost vertical with a restart. We had 
electrical issues at the bottom, with the 
‘big red key’ failing. So after short 
circuiting it we headed off. The ground 
was loose, just like ‘Across the Stream’, 
and so I stopped early in the restart. 
Well I tried to. The car quickly started 
sliding back, which I couldn’t tell 
whether it was the hand brake not 
holding, or a lack of grip. Panicking, 
again, I hit the footbrake, so stopped, 
then when the flag dropped, tried to do 
a rallying thing (never have done 
before) and hold the brake, press the 
accelerator, let go the hand brake and 
go. Mmm, not a good idea. The car 
went backwards quicker than we had 
gone forwards to the restart, swung left 
across the section, and now was in 
danger of rolling down the section. Brian 
is younger than me (obviously) and I 
was pleased to see he panicked a bit, 
and quickly jumped out to hold the car 
up the incline. What he hadn’t thought 
about was that my considerable body 
mass, would take some tipping over. 
However I was brashly shouting ‘one 
more rider in the red car. One more 
rider’. A recollection from going to 
Barnstaple Fair as a youngster and the 
Bumping Car attendant shouting the 
same. But it was only bravado. I was 
also a bit worried also.    
 
On to Goodman’s Glade where the 
restart was causing some concern. 
Remember I was now running about 
sixth I think. So steady does it and off 
we go from the restart. Car is trickling 
up through the leaves and going well, 
but I panic again. I can see it is quite a 
way to the top, and so with the revs 
dying, I think I should offer a little 
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support to the engine, and so touch the 
accelerator. MISTAKE, we come to a 
halt immediately. 
 
Section 17- Pen Steep, the marshals 
have made an executive decision, 
because the bikers were really 
struggling to go anywhere, a tyre 
pressure limit of 10 psi was introduced, 
heaven. I blasted of the line, lost control 
immediately and had to shut off. Shoot, 
what a cock-up. So we are now looking 
at a very steep section with not enough 
forward momentum I thought. Right, all I 
can think off is to shut off, and see what 
we get. Well, Tony’s car went and went 
and went all the way to the top! 
Apparently there was some applause at 
the bottom, then I lost it at the top, had 
handbrake problems again, flew 
backwards and demolished a gate post 
and pheasant enclosure gate. The 
applause stopped then I think. 
 
Last section Richards Romp, more fun 
for the bikes than us, but what a great 

day out for all concerned. The farmer 
whose gate I had demolished, was in 
the field, and I apologised to him and 
offered to help him re-erect it again, but 
he was very relaxed, and said he would 
do it later, before the pheasants 
escaped. What a fantastic sport we 
enjoy, with such co-operation from land 
owners, marshals, scrutineers, club 
officials, other competitors and anybody 
else I have forgotten.    
 
By the way Burt has had new doors, 
door hinges welded into the door pillars, 
new front end, new rear end, new 
engine, suspension upgrade, fresh 
gearbox, respray and numerous other 
bits and bobs. Apparently Kirsty fancies 
a go, so I have lost both navigators now, 
but have a sneaky suspicion, Kirsty will 
do very well. She certainly knows what 
Brian has done wrong when she 
navigates for him! Why did I buy Tony’s 
car? 

The 2016 Tarka Trial by Alan 
Black 
A post and three rails…? 
 

A t work, a number of years ago 
a short length of fencing 
needed replacing adjacent to 
an overgrowing hedge so I said 

“it’s only a post and three rails” and we 
made a start. Several days, twenty 
posts and fifty plus rails later the hedge 
had been cut back and a much longer 
length of fencing erected. Since then 
the phrase has been used frequently 
when describing work that starts with a 
simple task and then grows as 
unforeseen details emerge. That phrase 
is foremost in my mind when I send off 
my entry for the Tarka trial and the 
summer list of modifications to Purple 
has not been completed 
 

Perhaps one day I will pack the car 
away at the end of the season after a 
clean and basic check and get it out in 
September for the Tarka but there 
always seems to be that “post and three 
rails” job that needs doing. 
 
In the end the work was completed and 
we arrived at the Cedars in Barnstaple 
for scrutineering and a chat with other 
competitors in the car park. Stephen 
Glover was working on carburettor 
problems with his Beetle, helped by 
Brian Andrews but as I have seen 
before not much stops him and he went 
on to fifth overall and a close second in 
class to Brian. Kevin Upton had sold his 
class 8 car last year and was out in his 
Mazda MX5 which I suspect will be 
swapped soon for another class 8 as he 
is struggling with ground clearance on 
every event. Dave Haizelden was a non
-entry due to diff problems with his car 
which left only Jason Byrom in class 1.  
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A good entry of sidecars and solos set 
off first and we followed as second car 
away to start the first section, Kingscott. 
I had decided before this trial to try a 
steady approach with low revs wherever 
I could and it worked on this section as 
we found good traction to record a clear. 
The solos B1and B2 diverted after 
Kingscott to Heaton while we drove the 
six miles to the club’s own field at 
Sugworthy. First was a timed test and 
with the grass dryer than for several 
years we were fourth fastest car and for 
once avoided the cones. 
 
Anthony Andrew was having problems 
with his VW Buggy so we were called 
past him to the next sections Foxy 
Copse and Badgers Last Stand. In the 
past I have always made mistakes at 
the restart here but managed to clear 
both sections, again with a steady 
approach. 
 
The drive to the next section was 
uneventful but when we checked Spittle 
1 we knew it would not be. The section 
started with a narrow steep downhill off 
the track to a very sharp left turn in mud 
followed by a short climb back to cross 
the track then a climb around a tree to 
the finish. As first car it was ‘suck it and 
see’, so after crawling down and around 
the turn we crossed the track but were 
too close to the tree on the turn and 
even with full revs could not clear the 
muddy roots to record a 2. The only 
clears were Paul Merson in his 
Shopland and John Cox in his Porsche 
924, a great achievement by both. 
 
Spittle 2 was less of a problem as the 
track was stony with good grip and 
every car cleared it. 
 
Oakwell was the next section which was 
a muddy track around trees was not too 
much of a problem as proved by all but 
one car registering a clear. 
 
We all then made our way to South 
Molton for fuel and a lunch stop just 

outside the town in a pull- in beside the 
road, nice food and weather so what 
more could we want? 
 
When we had let the sidecars and solos 
pass after their break we started off and 
made our way to the Holdridge sections, 
solos attempting Holdridge 1 and cars 
joining in for 2 & 3. Holdridge 2 was 
muddy but we just managed to clear it 
along with only one other car so much 
joy until Holdridge 3 proved to be our 
undoing. I went too slowly from a muddy 
start and got stuck on a tree root at the 
first incline before the restart board, 8 
scored and the worse result of the day 
so far. 
 
So, with tail between legs we moved on 
to High Bray, well known for its gully 
and rough surface and not to be taken 
lightly. I decided to use the gentle 
approach and accepted that I would slip 
into the gully no matter what I did, 
restart went well with no wheelspin and 
gently over the higher rocks allowed us 
to clear the section. Purple must know 
this is the closest section to home and 
put in a good performance! 
 
Although our spirits were lifted we drove 
on to Lewis Bank knowing that it could 
be a real challenge if it was very wet 
and with a restart for class 8. As we 
waited our turn with the section in full 
view we decided to make a very wide 
entrance through the gate just after the 
start, drive hard to the restart then, as 
the field looked fairly dry, risk a very 
gentle getaway. To our surprise it all 
worked to plan and we recorded a clear 
along with Paul Merson in his class 8 
Shopland, who followed us through, and 
the Glovers who went later in their 
Beetle and must have dealt with a 
chewed-up surface.  
 
Everyone scored a clear on the next 
section, Beccott Track, which although 
rough and stony was also dry. 
 
The last section was Hurscott which had 
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a restart for all cars was not too muddy 
but very rough and with a high centre to 
the track as usual. Kevin Upton in his 
low Mazda suffered with a 9 as did 
several others who found the going 
tough. 
 
After a short drive we signed off at the 
Cedars and had time to reflect on the 
days’ event. 
 

The Tarka is a great trial for us, it is 
twenty minutes from home and as today 
usually finishes in mid-afternoon.  It has 
a good mix of sections from grassy 
fields to rocky climbs like High Bray and 
apart from one big mistake on Holdridge 
2 I was very happy with how we had 
gone. We finished second in class and 
second overall so perhaps the new 
driving approach and the summer “one 
post and three rails” jobs had worked. 

The 2016 Ebworth Trial  
by Edna Perryman 
 

I  was asked to do a write up on the 
Ebworth Trial. It was wet, no it was 
WET. Wet, muddy and slippery. We 
enjoy the Ebworth trial so as the 

BMW had had a gearbox and diff 
change my husband decided this would 
be a good trial to test them out on. The 
weather forecast was rain at first 
clearing during the morning. It was 
raining hard when we left home near 
Oxford but were hopeful it would have 
stopped by the time we reached Stroud. 
 
We arrived at the Ebworth forest and it 
was still raining so we were wet by the 
time we finished unloading and went to 
scrutineering and signed on. There were 
only 20 + cars competing, and only 3 in 
our class, us and 2 Escorts, Rich 
Hayward and Charles Hayward. No 
class 1 or 2 cars. 
 
We were the first car so followed Nicola 
to hill 1. Butler’s Grove, where we 
managed a 5. On to the special test 
where Rich Welch was waiting. We 
managed a respectable 21.90 secs then 
we continued on to hill 2, Carols, 
struggled to 11. Hill 3. Beechwood 
scored 5. Hill 4. Lakeside, this was thick 
muddy ruts and we were lucky to get 
to11, some of the other competitors had 
already attempted this one and had not 
reached above a 10. By this time Colin 
had realised the tyres were not working 

as he had hoped because of the wet, 
muddy and slippery conditions, he was 
struggling to control where the car was 
going especially coming down the 
sections. 
 
We moved on to hill 5. Devil’s Hill 
reached a 6. On to hill 6 Fosten’s Bank, 
it was very slippery just to get to the 
start and somehow managed to get to a 
6, then struggled to get out of the 
section. 
 
Hill 7, Black Shed we cleared this one. 
At last, we had reached the section 
ends board. Onwards to hill 8. Cotswold 
Avenue, this was another thick muddy 
section sloping towards the trees, just 
managed an 8. Next hill 9. Shade 
Bottom, another sticky muddy section 
through the trees, somehow got a 5. 
Followed the track to hill 10. Spirit of 
Ebworth where Terry Coventry was 
marshalling the hill and restart on his 
own, had some grip on this hill, got off 
the restart and cleared the hill. Moved 
on to hill 11. Far Bank scored a 10. 
Hill12. Deer’s Leap, cleared. First round 
finished, 2 more to go. 
 
Now to round 2, new tactics, first round 
had tried just trickling up the hills but it 
was so wet it didn’t work and getting out 
of sections were a nightmare as the car 
slid in every direction but where you 
wanted it to go, usually towards a tree. 
So for round 2 Colin decided to start 
driving the car ‘like he stole it’, might 
make a difference. 
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First hill Butler’s Grove only made it to 
7, our worst score. Carols, hill 2 did 
better reached an 8, also improved on 
hill 3 Beechwood got to 3 and hill 4 
Lakeside made it to the 9. Seems more 
pressure from the right foot was helping 
the scores. Didn’t make any difference 
on the next hill Devils Hill same as last 
round a 6, then Fosten’s Bank, the start 
had been changed as everyone had 
problems reaching it. we dropped 10. 
Then were cleared Black Shed the 
same as round 1. Moved on to hill 8 
Cotswold Avenue. It was lunch time so 
everyone stopped for lunch. Spent 
lunchtime talking to John White who 
was marshalling that section.  
 
Lunch over. The rain had eased. Time 
for us to attack the hill, it looked even 
muddier and stickier than first time 
round. Colin put his foot down and off 
we went, climbed further than last time 
then we had to reverse out. 
Unfortunately the ground sloped away 
into the trees and as it was so slippery 
we could not control where the car was 
going and ended up against a tree. It 
took several people lots of pushing and 
heaving to get us away only for the car 
to then slide into another tree. They 
then had to do it all again. After much 
more pushing we eventually left the 
section.  
 
We carried on towards the next hill and 
heard afterwards that Rich Hayward 
had the same problem so the decision 
was taken to cancel the hill before more 
damage could be done to the cars. 
 
We reached Shade Bottom this was a 
muddy rutted section so Colin decided 
to attack it. We shot off the line and hit 
the mud then the front wheels hit the 
side of a big rut and bounced into the 
air which wouldn’t have been too bad if 
there hadn’t been a big tree in the way, 
the car hit it with a solid thud and 
stopped us dead. 
 

That’s when our trial finished. We 
seemed to have lost all drive so luckily 
Del was there to pull us out and we 
surveyed the damage. Headlight, grill 
and wing had all been rearranged. More 
banging and noise in the garage for a 
couple of weeks and it’s as good as 
before. 
 
Del towed us to the top of the next 
section, which was the Spirit of 
Ebworth, where we left the car and Del 
took us back to our pickup and trailer 
which we took back to recover the car. 
By this time Ben Giles had joined Terry 
to help on the hill and we worked out 
how to push the BMW on to the trailer. 
Colin decided to check if the car would 
drive and found that it would. Loading 
problem solved. When we got home 
Colin was able to see a drive shaft had 
come half out and must have slipped 
back in when the car had been moved. 
 
It was the wettest Ebworth trial we have 
ever competed in and a big thank you to 
all the marshals who came and worked 
hard for this trial to go ahead. Not sure 
they expected to end up so wet and 
muddy when they volunteered. 
 

Don’t forget the 2017 
ACTC Calendar  

 
£9 

(+postage) 
 

On sale at the Allen trial 
or from Pat Toulmin  

 
pat@toulmin.info 

or 
01789 731332 
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Ebworth Trial Report, 
Saturday 10th September 
By Duncan Stephens 
 

H aving had to postpone the 
original March planned 
Ebworth Classic Trial due to 
wet ground Stroud and District 

Motor Club had been negotiating hard to 
gain access later in the year, and were 
eventually granted permission in early 
August for a month later by the National 
Trust.  
 
Ben and Nicola Gladwyn set to work in 
gathering a rather disappointing twenty-
four competitors, with Ryan and Ben 
Tonkin travelling furthest from deep 
Cornwall. No X90s which must be a first 
for a number of years on a trial, possibly 
due to the club not permitting certain 
tyres, in line with their Field Trials and 
protecting land policy.  
 
Talk at the start was all about how the 
overnight rain would affect the sections 
that hadn’t seen action for 2.5 years or 
more. It had been stated the night 
before to me that it will be dry as the 
ground acts like a sponge. Well it turned 
out wet and extremely slippery. The 
National Trust had limited the number of 
sections that were available out of the 
twenty-two that have been used 
previously (during more than thirty 
years) to twelve. In the light of the 
conditions tyre pressure limits had been 
reduced by a couple planned to the dry 
day before.  
 
From the start, class 8 disappeared to 
Black Shed that was climbed by all, 
while class 7 were led by club chairman 
Mike Ellis to Lakeside and Nicola took 
3,4 and 5 to Butler’s Grove. Due to the 
nature of the venue class 7 hardly saw 
anyone else all day. Lakeside with its 
various ruts to choose from proved far 
too much for everyone, with the best 
score being ten on the first round after 
which the start was extended and poles 

brought down. Next up was Devil’s Hill, 
a fairly short steep bank with no ruts 
turning sharp right. Duncan Stephens 
immediately took three points off the 
whole class with a different approach. A 
short trip to Fosten’s Bank saw the start 
adjusted three times to make access 
easier after Alex Boden struggled. Next 
up was Rick Neale, and with much 
burning and then second gear got to the 
restart before the final climb which he 
hardly moved up from the restart. 
Duncan didn’t get over the preceding 
cross camber, but Julian Archbold did 
next car just. It was going to be a long 
day.  
 
Onto the afore-mentioned Fosten’s Bank 
where at the top we immediately went 
into Cotswold Avenue, with as long a 
run as you dare off the other side of the 
track, shortly after the start second gear 
was grabbed and still no one got up the 
first rutted and cross camber part. 
Shade Bottom was completely re-routed 
for class 7, after class 8 as they were all 
sliding towards two big trees. Now, 
avoiding the trees we all managed the 
same, but some struggled with avoiding 
the big bottomless clay hole reversing 
out.  
 
Spirit of Ebworth has been known to be 
like glass in previous years off the 
restart, but this year Terry Coventry had 
a very lonely day recording just three 
failures all day all from class 7. At least 
the failing competitors climbed it twice 
as we completed three rounds. Far Bank 
was also completely re routed after 
class 8 so we approached it from the 
opposite direction, however Josh Moss 
was still best despite his worse angle of 
approach. Deer’s Leap was another 
simple grippy section provided you kept 
left all day and didn’t trouble Ben’s 
scoresheet. A short trip along the entry 
track to Butler’s Grove. Class 8 had 
excelled with only Josh climbing working 
Phil Tucker extremely hard all day in the 
passenger seat. Colin Perryman scored 
a five in his BMW 2002 first on, and 
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Dave Haizelden managed a three in the 
Duratec engined SS1. Class 7 were all 
seen using second gear which is 
extremely unusual and the leading lights 
all scoring a seven.  
 
Onto the special test which involved 
surprisingly long right and corner, all 
over, all behind and stop astride the 
finish. Duncan Stephens was fastest 
here from Mike Workman despite a 
wrong gear in the middle. Next was 
Carol’s which was unrecognisable with 
slippery mud. With the twelve post 
around a tree that looked nothing on the 
flat, Josh and uncle Nigel saw the top 
no doubt flat out in a big gear, but the 
best in class 7 was Ed Wells with a ten. 
A hundred yards down the track was 
Beechwood with a long straight start, 
compared the hairpin right we have 
previously seen. The first climb didn’t 
trouble anyone all day, afters the 
section flattens out before coming very 
rutted for the final tight left which 
required 110% commitment if you 
wanted to get out. Most of class 8 did, 
three in 7 and just two others saw the 
exit route, while everyone else had a 
very long reverse back to the start.  
 
During the first round we were all 
allowed to try and walk the sections, 
preferably without falling over, and as a 
result it seemed to take an age. Thanks 
to all the hard work and alterations by 
Mike Ellis class 7 took nearly 2.5hours 
to manage the twelve hills, but the 
following two rounds took less time 
combined. In the light of the conditions 
we were allowed to drop pressures by 
2psi and hills were eased further, and 
the light rain had stopped.  
 
Scores were high, but very close. 
Charles Hayward was leading his 
brother in his later Escort Estate on 63, 
Derek Shaylor in a Beetle was 64, Dave 
H 65, four of class 7 with within two 
points from 65 and Josh was leading the 
way on just 44, with Nigel keeping him 
honest six back.  

The second round saw only Rick Neale 
over the first little brow on Lakeside to 
gain six on the whole class, but alas two 
hills later the starter packed up and he 
ran out of electricity having spent all 
morning under the bonnet rebalancing 
the 40s after the screw fell out. Duncan 
made up for the previous round on 
Fosten’s Bank and just managed to get 
over the brow with second gear and 
then nearly got stuck turning downhill, 
but just managed to get to the final 
climb. This being a unique feature of 
Ebworth, Bodmin Trial (in Cardinham 
woods) and the Launceston woods trial 
you get repeat attempts at the same 
sections to try different things.  
 
Cotswold Avenue got cancelled mid 
round after a number of cars slid 
towards trees, the last unfortunately 
damaging Rich Hayward’s Escort, 
whose son was completing a video diary 
of his first classic trial. Lunch was had at 
1300 wherever you were in the woods, 
and bizzarely saw more than half the 
entry stop at the Lake. Straight after 
lunch Julian Archbold took the initiative 
in class 7 on Far Bank getting over the 
first brow to record a zero and then four 
hills later climb Beechwood after 
Duncan’s front jumped out of the ruts at 
the top resulting in a class lead of five 
points. 
 
 Carol’s had been eased at the start 
significantly, but then many struggled to 
avoid the trees reversing out having 
failed the section, which saw it dropped 
for the final round. Despite not climbing 
Carol’s Josh held onto the overall lead 
by three points and reported at lunch he 
had briefly considered third gear on one 
hill. Colin Perryman unfortunately retired 
during the round after a rather hard hit 
of the front against an unmoveable 
object restyling the front significantly. 
Howard Stephens was lagging behind in 
the Z3 having had overheating issues 
requiring 3litres of water adding, 
thankfully they were near the lake at the 
time.  
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Durham 
Dales 2016 
 

Photos by 
Dave Cook 
 
 
 

Peter Irwin,  
Class X KTM on 

Chicken Hut 

 
 
 
Barry Redmayne, 
Class 8 Liege, on 
Chicken Hut 

 
 
Joh Bell, 
Class 2 MG, 
on Beaumont 
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2016 Edinbu
Photos by Dave Co
 
 
Stephen Greensmith, clas
 
 
 

Bill &  Liz, Be

 
 
 
 

Richard Clay & 
Ales Paes,  

class D Armstrong 

 
 
 
Peter Smith, 
class A BSA 
C15 Spl 
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burgh Trial 
Cook on Escelsior 

ass C Yamaha TTR 

Bennett, class 2 MG J2 

 
 
 
David & Bronwen 
Spraggett, class 0 
2CV 

 
 

Katarina Selwood 
& Nick Farmer, 

class 8  
Cannon Alfa 
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MGCC 
Autumn Trial 
photos by 
Dave Cook 
 
 
 
Peter Manning & 
Frank Sluter,  
class 5 MG Midget 
 

 
 
 

Don & Helen 
Skelton, class 2 

Austin 7 

 
 
 
Stuart & Mary 
Dean, class 1 
Citroen 2CV 
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The final round of ten hills flew by with 
Josh doing all the flying dropping just 
five points. Did Ben’s spreadsheet stop 
working on that line? Incredible effort by 
Josh and the millionaire shortcake fuel 
Phil considering they were quarter the 
next best score for the round. Lakeside 
brow was surmounted by Josh and 
Nigel on the last round finally and nearly 
by Julian who was wearing out second 
mostly. Thankfully he wasn’t having to 
use reverse much as it was about 
broken.  
 
Duncan finally got up Far Bank with 
Julian failing this round. However, Julian 
proved to be a well deserved and 
popular winner of the class at the finish, 
with Ed Wells third with a new diff ratio 
making the car more driveable. The 
Coxs and Boden battle saw all three 
Marlins within a point in best Junior 
favour, Will Cox on 200. Dave 
Haizelden stated he finished on a high 
after a very poor day dropping 144. Ian 
Moss was credited with third (actually 
fifth after overall and best Stroud taken 
into account) in class 8 driving Lipiat 
that he hadn’t used for quite a while. Ian 
has previously won with the car on 
numerous occasions in Ebworth, 
probably before this year’s winner was 
born but thoroughly enjoyed being back 
in the car.  
 
Surprise of the day had to be Joe 
Brown, who thought he was 
passengering Mark Hobbs in Mark 
Linforth’s (Joe’s girlfriend Dad’s) 
special, got asked to drive it down to the 
first hill, having looked at it was told he 
was driving today and not passengering, 
and come the end of the day he won 
best novice and dirtiest passenger after 
the front mudguard broke. Hard luck 
Mark! Another extremely dirty crew were 
the Tonkin brothers who struggled a bit 
with lack of power despite the addition 
of a supercharger to an old engine, 
more development need down west no 
doubt already well underway.  
 

So ended what was anticipated to be 
dry grippy day, but turned into the 
complete polar opposite with eighteen 
finishers. Yes, it was tough, but was it 
worth the trip? Yes. Let’s hope it’s not 
our last visit into Ebworth, and that the 
National Trust are suitably happy with 
all the work carried out by the club 
before, during and most importantly 
after the trial. Don’t miss out if we are 
allowed back, it’s a great day amongst a 
friendly trialling club.  
 
Thanks to all the marshals and the 
organisers for a great day out in the 
woods.  
 
Overall, Josh Moss, Gregory, 76 
 
Class 3, Charles Hayward, Ford Escort, 
152 
 
Class 4, Derek Shaylor, VW Beetle, 148 
 
Class 5, David Haizelden, Reliant SS1, 
144 
 
Class 6, Howard Stephens, BMW Z3, 
166 
 
Class 7, Julian Archbold, Marlin, 128 
 
Class 8, Nigel Moss, Troll, 95 
 
Novice, Joe Brown, MG Special, 177 
 
Junior, Will Cox, Marlin, 200 
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Success for Sir Baldrick 
by Myke Pocock 

 

T here was no reason to consult 
the calendar to tell me of the 
imminence of The Edinburgh 
Trial. I just need to listen to my 

stomach which starts to turn head over 
heels as the day approaches! A recce 
for new sections for our Northern 
Classic Trial had led to a broken bottom 
shock absorber mounting caused by a 
set of new adjustable shock absorbers 
bottoming out before the bump stops 
did their err!... bumping. Some alloy 
spacers for the bracket soon sorted that 
and the addition of new back shocks 
and an engine steady bar plus a few 
other bits and pieces and we were good 
to go. 
 
A drive down to the Bull, offload the 
trailer and some zeds was the plan but 
theory turned into reality as we couldn’t 
get a mobile signal at the Bull for the 
CO to ring number 1 son so we set of 
earlier than planned. 
 
All things that were capable of being 
crossed were done so as we were 
looking for a Finish this time out having 
had two retirements on the first trials, 
severe sticking brakes on the Yorkshire 
Dales and then terminal clutch failure 
on the Durham Dales, since my 
comprehensive rebuild of all Baldrick’s 
bits into a fresh shell. I had finally lost 
my fight with the ferrous worm and 
rebuilt a rolling shell. 
 
We chilled for an hour and a half before 
our start time of 2:47 and a gentle drive 
through fog and mist banks at times 
before a brief stop at Carsington Water 
Time Control and then on to the first 
competition of the day, Haven Hill, 
despatched with no problems at all. In 
2013 I covered myself with heaps of 
embarrassment at our next hill, Cliff 
Quarry, when I forgot to let the 
hydraulic handbrake off on the restart 
and got a fail. This year we had 

probably the longest wait at a hill all day 
as some of the bikes looked to be 
taking a time to exit the hill. Their lights 
dancing about amongst the trees in the 
dark was almost surreal. We easily 
made the restart and away for a 
pleasing clean. Our next tester of the 
day was the Middleton Moor Observed 
Test, an easy to understand AA, BB 
and CC format.  
 
On my very first Edinburgh ever I 
missed out on a class win by a fraction 
of a second so although I don’t go loony 
I’m there to have fun so gave it plenty. 
On to our next hill, Haydale with its 
restart on polished stone which gave us 
no problems and then a quick wave to 
Dave Cook on the way out who was 
pointing his ever-present lens at the 
combatants. 
 
Section 4, Calton, has for some reason 
caused me problems with the restart 
too many times in the past. The section 
before and after the restart line is 
innocent enough so I conditioned 
myself to take it nice and steady off the 
Restart line. What a result! Easy. Why 
not in the past?  
 
It was then off to the Bull for the 
compulsory one hour breakfast halt. 
The system this year was that we paid 
for our breakfast at signing on so no 
need to wait, simply handing over the 
ticket. Suitably refreshed and topped up 
with energy it was off to a new section 
for me, Incline. All I had to go on was 
that it was in a wood, similar to some 
sections on our own Northern Classic 
Trial. Drop the tyres, little wait then off. 
What a cracker. Soft ground with not a 
lot of hard stuff on the track it appeared, 
we made the restart box but needed 
commitment and then needed to work 
at getting away and cleaning the hill. 
The helpful marshal gently warned of 
the need to drive slowly due to walkers 
within the woods. It was so good to 
have decent weather despite what was 
promised by the Beeb’s weather 
forecast so that all the marshals who 
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spend so long outside could reap the 
benefits of a lovely autumn day.  
 
New Litton Slack shouldn’t present any 
problems but I had seen more than one 
car in the past have problems off the 
start line. Consequently we dropped 
pressures down a little for a sedate 
clean. 
 
I have cleaned both the Putwells, A & B, 
in the past but also failed A as well. I 
ripped a tyre off the rim some years ago 
so knew what to expect, or thought I did. 
Well…….! Even getting to the start line 
was a trial with the access track showing 
evidence of the power of the storms at 
the turn of the year. The start area was 
totally covered with rocks the size of a 
fist and double that also. After the 
marshals cautiously dealt with a rather 
grumpy horse rider and attendant angry 
man I managed to position myself well 
to the right on the start line having asked 
the marshal to please give me some 
space. I had dropped my tyres down but 
on reflection put a few pounds back in 
and probably could have gone higher on 
reflection. We got traction, of sorts, with 
plenty of wheelspin then slackening off 
and trying to find the best line. Blimey it 
was rough. We finally ran out of puff, or 
was it nerve, at around the two thirds 
mark having negotiated the large 
concrete cross step with caution. The 
reverse down was not easy either, 
coming to a stop up against various bits 
of the track. Into a side gap, turn around 
and then a wait for some time for a gap 
in the waiting traffic under the bridge 
then on the river bridge before we were 
able to go on our way.  
 
Chrome Hill was our next hill. A run up 
and across a grassy farmland hill and a 
bit of a PCT like hill to be honest. Plenty 
of traction off the line, made the restart 
but coming to a halt not that far from 
section ends. It was just a short run to 
the Hollinscough Time Control and our 
twenty-minute break, tea and cake to 
top up the fuel cells. Very civilised.  
 

Section 10, Rakes Head was just a few 
hundred yards up the road with the start 
line on the tarmac road and a near on 
180 turn into the section itself. I have 
seen a restart for my class in the past 
but this time it was straight through. It 
starts off with loose stone then becomes 
rocky with a severe concrete cross lump 
designed to catch the unwary but the 
ever-helpful marshal warned of this. The 
section has certainly got rougher over 
the years and was probably one that the 
winter weather didn’t help that much. 
Another clean was pleasing and then it 
was off across country to Excelsior. I 
have been in a queue right up to the 
road in the past which probably 
represented about 30 cars waiting. This 
time there was one in front. It is an easy 
section both up to the restart and then 
beyond but the bit in the middle has 
been my downfall in previous years. 
This time I had developed a cunning 
plan for Sir Baldrick that all came 
gloriously unstuck.  Trickle up to the 
restart box as far right as possible and 
on an angle. Gently on the throttle and 
feed in the clutch to gain traction then 
ease away. Err NO! Went right then far 
too much boot and a white cloud of 
spent rubber. Run back a few feet with 
Pete Hart warning not to get on the 
grass then trickle away as I should have 
done a few seconds before. Oh well.! 
The report says “Must do better”. 
 
Clough Mine 2 comes before 1 for some 
strange reason, maybe just to test us 
out. I love both of these sections, 
particularly 2. A spirited run up hill to the 
restart box set on a bend and with a side 
slope to test us out. Good traction out of 
the box and a good run to the end for 
another clean. This was also the result 
on 1 with plenty of speed for the last few 
feet and some daylight under the front 
end when exiting onto the track. Good to 
clean this as the last time I did it I 
managed to park on top of an enormous 
rock half way up needing a tow to get off 
it.  
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At last it was looking like we were on for 
a Finish although there was no way we 
would be worrying the engraver. We 
went straight to Dudwood 2 as 1 was for 
the upper classes! A twisty run through 
trees on a peaty surface with restart 
which we got with no problem but 
ground to a halt not very far from the 
end. Shame. Whilst reversing out I was 
able to see the Reliant three-wheeler 
make it to the top. Awesome. A marshal 
pointed out that I was shedding fluids so 
checking revealed that the oil filler cap 
had parted company, fortunately still 
lying on the engine plate but it had a 
least rust proofed the engine 
compartment. I failed to check the 
coolant though. Dudwood OT was a 
simple A, B and D line for us. Note the 
absence of C in that description. I had 
conditioned myself to stop on the DD 
line and what did I do? Stopped at CC. 
Pillock. What a nice marshal to be 
waving to me when I stopped until I 
realised he was telling me to keep going 
to the correct line. 
 

Stopping to pump the tyres up revealed 
that the coolant was now outside the 
engine as opposed to where it should 
have been. 50 miles from the Bull to the 
Start, 160 odd on the trial and this 
happens with around ten to go but no 
damage had been done so a quick top 
up and we are away to signing off to 
collect a very welcome Finishers 
Certificate. All my recent mods including 
the BMW diff unit and drive shafts 
worked a treat. Running bike carbs 
means that the throttle is either on or off 
with it not being that easy to gently 
control so a step down mechanism has 
already been manufactured and is fitted 
and ready to be tested.  
 
As is usual the route was delightful 
especially with the early morning mist 
sitting in the hollows making for some 
superb scenery. There were few hold 
ups and the organisation and 
marshalling were spot on. We will be 
back. After all I have unfinished 
business on Excelsior. 

The 2016 Edinburgh Trial 
by John Davies 
 

O nce again I was riding 
shotgun for Bill Moffatt in the 
Troll. The arrangement this 
year was for me to drive over 

from North Wales and meet up with Bill 
at the Tamworth start, Tom Bricknell 
having been press-ganged into trailer 
duties. Scrutineering and signing-on 
were swiftly completed, leaving time for 
tea and chatting with Jeff Buchanan and 
Kevin Roberts, who’d had brake 
problems on route from North Wales, 
and Dave Turner who was out in his 
newly acquired Z3. 
 
Leaving at our scheduled time the run 
up to the Carsington control was 
uneventful. Here we were held before 
being despatched in small groups to the 

first section, Haven Hill. No problems 
here for most of the entry. Dawn was 
beginning to break as we arrived at 
section 2, Cliff Quarry. Here there is a 
deviation for classes 7 and 8 after the 
restart. Having failed this last year Bill 
was cautious on the approach, which 
resulted in a clear this time. Tyres 
pumped up a 16-mile road section then 
took us to the first observed test, 
Middleton Moor. This was laid out on 
part of the access track to Black Harry, 
which sadly is no longer used. The test 
was well laid out and marshalled, the 
only problem being the sun glare! 
 
The route then took us to section 3, 
Haydale. The way to the section passes 
below some lovely limestone outcrops, 
a feature of this part of Derbyshire. After 
sorting tyre pressures, it was a quick 
hello to Celia at the start line, before 
attempting the section. The restart here 
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can be tricky, but caused no problems 
this year. 
 
On route to Calton, section 4, along with 
a number of other competitors we were 
unlucky to encounter a very large herd 
of slow moving cattle, going in our 
direction, which delayed us a little. At 
least because of this there was no 
queue at the section. The restart on 
Calton always needs respect, as it can 
quickly catch you out!!Also this year 
there was an area above the restart 
which was very greasy. A short drive 
took us to the time control at the Bull i’ 
Thorn. Here over breakfast we had time 
to catch up with Jeff and Kevin who 
were still clear in the MX5 automatic! 
 
Collecting our control card after the one 
hour break, we made our way to section 
5, Incline. No dramas here, then on to 
section 6, Corkscrew (I still think of it as 
Jenkin Chapel). Here we parted 
company with Jeff and Kevin. There 
was quite a delay here due to a 
competitor getting stuck high up on the 
section. The restart caused problems for 
a number of other competitors in 
classes 7 and 8. Having cleared the hill 
it was time to pump tyres before the 18 
miles to section 7, ‘new’ Litton Slack, 
now a drive through section, compared 
to the ‘proper’ Litton Slack’ of past 
years. 
 
There followed the short drive to 
Putwell. Here there was a delay caused 
by a number of failures on Putwell A. 
Those that did fail weren’t allowed to 
attempt Putwell B, which was relatively 
straightforward this year, compared to 
Putwell A! This year ‘A’ was extremely 
rough and wasn’t much more than just a 
car breaker. Having cleared it a 
puncture meant a wheel change before 
attempting Putwell B. Here we waited a 
few minutes to allow a small group of 
walkers to come down the section. As 
they passed they apologized for 
delaying us and wished us good luck- 
what a nice gesture! Again for us it was 

another clear, so far so good. The exit 
route from Putwell is certainly good 
exercise opening and closing all those 
gates. 
 
As we made our way to section 9, 
Chrome Hill, the threatened rain had still 
not arrived. Chrome Hill forms part of an 
excellent walk, which Jean and I have 
done in the past – it takes in Chrome, 
Hollins and Willshaw Hills, via Booth 
Farm, a really nice day out. There was a 
slight delay here, clearing cars off the 
section. This may need looking at next 
year, if the hill is to be used again. The 
section itself is a bit PCT type, so we 
had mixed feelings about it, because of 
the problem the club has (along with lots 
of other clubs) in finding replacements 
for Bamford Clough, Black Harry etc. 
There may have to be more of this type 
of section. Due to the hill being cut up 
there were a large number of fails here, 
including Bill and I – the Troll not even 
reaching the A boards! 
 
One mile of lanes brought us to the 
Hollinsclough control for tea and 
homemade cakes, which were up to 
their usual high standard. Jeff, Kevin 
and ‘Automatic’ like ourselves had had 
only failed Chrome Hill, so far as had 
Barrie and Richard in the MR2. 
 
Another 11 miles of road section led us 
to Clough Mine. Although Bill and I have 
done this route before the last 1.25 
miles of rough track leading to the 
section always seems a very long way. 
The restart for classes 7 and 8 was 
fairly dry, so didn’t give us a problem. 
Further on down the track was section 
14, Clough Mine 1. After a talk with Bill, 
tyre pressures were adjusted again, as 
the class 7/8 restart can be challenging 
and indeed it did prove a problem for 
some of class 7 this year. Having 
cleared the section and pumped up the 
tyres it was on to section section 15, 
Dudwood, our final section. 
 
As we arrived at the heavens opened 
and the promised rain arrived, thank 
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goodness for those laminated route 
sheets. Dudwood 1, whatever the 
weather is a challenge and this year 
was no exception and although we 
managed to clear the class 7 and 8 
restart we, along with a number of other 
competitors failed higher up. Ah well 
there is always next year! All that 
remained now was the observed test at 
Dudwood, before heading for the finish 
at the ‘Bull’. 
 
As we passed through Middleton village 
I pointed out to Bill the house that 
became well known for all the Trabants 

that used to be parked outside. At the 
finish we were greeted by Tom’s friend 
Lester, who was now in charge of trailer 
duties! After signing off and loading the 
Troll it was time for a well-earned meal 
and catch up with Jeff and Kevin before 
the journey back to Tamworth services 
to pick up my car and drive back to 
North Wales. 
 
Thanks again to the organisers and all 
the marshals for their hard work and 
cheery comments, which made for a 
great trial yet again. 

Edinburgh Trial 2016  
by Phil Hingley 

 

I  have taken part in the Edinburgh 
Trial on my Triumph 500 regularly 
for about 30 years with varying 
success. This year, for the first time 

ever, I entered in Class C instead of 
Class A, hoping for easier restarts and 
fewer falls. I was riding with the usual 
suspects; my brother Ian on his BSA 
Victor 441, Pete Smith on another Victor 
and Richard May on his Suzuki DR350. 
 
I left home in Cheshire at about 
10.15pm for the two-hour ride to the 
Tamworth start. On arrival, I refuelled 
and got scrutineered and met Smiffy 
who was already there. I had an 
interesting chat with an official about 
rights of way on MCC events and the 
possibility of our being able to use Litton 
Slack and Bamford Clough again in the 
future. He was hopeful and optimistic for 
both hills. Ian turned up shortly 
afterwards, then Richard, and we sat 
and chatted for an hour or so before our 
due start time. Earlier in the week, the 
weather forecast for the Trial had been 
awful, but in the end it was dry, although 
we ran into troublesome mist before we 
reached Ashbourne. That lasted all 
night, and was the stuff that condenses 
on your visor or goggles and makes 

night vision difficult. A problem you don’t 
really experience in a car with 
windscreen wipers or on a shorter 
daylight-only trial. The first section, 
Haven Hill was no problem to any of us, 
but Cliff Quarry took its usual toll on Ian 
who stalled his engine trying to 
negotiate the tight turn uphill onto the 
deviation. And Richard, who fell off here! 
Being in class C, I cleaned it, not having 
to do the deviation. Smiffy cleaned it, 
including the deviation, but he’s a good 
rider. 
 
The new special test at Middleton Moor 
was easier than the old one at High 
Rake because the surface was better. I 
said Hello to Celia who was martialling 
at the start of Haydale, and this year I 
managed not to fall off on the loose 
bobbly stones on the section. I thought 
the track just above was more difficult 
than the section itself. It was daylight by 
the time we reached Calton, where we 
were all clean, though I dipped the 
clutch and applied a few more revs as I 
left the restart box. 
 
Breakfast followed at the Bull ith’ Thorn, 
and Ian adjusted his chain here. That 
was the only spannering required on any 
of our bikes throughout the trial – highly 
unusual! The patchy mist had been an 
inconvenience until now, and at least it 
was daylight, but fog had descended 
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while we were indoors and this lasted 
for the next couple of hours or so. The 
next section was Incline, where there 
was quite a queue in front of us. I 
expected it to be very slippery, but it 
was grippy.  
 
The next section for the others was 
Corkscrew but as I was in class C, I was 
excused this so I rode to the Cat & 
Fiddle to wait for them. On the way, I 
passed a Harley, which amused me, but 
was then passed by a guy on a big 
Ducati, which sounded glorious as he 
zapped past me and a couple of cars. I 
had to wait about 40 minutes for the 
others, and began to wish I had done 
Corkscrew after all! But of our group, 
only Smiffy had cleaned it, so perhaps 
not. I got into 3rd gear on New Litton, 
just because I could. I think the MCC 
probably only include this section in the 
hope that we get the original Litton 
Slack back. There was a big queue at 
the bottom of Putwell A, and we saw 
two cars fail quite low down. 
Impressively, they both did 3-point turns 
in the narrow track in order to descend. 
I stalled my bike on the big lumps on the 
hill and needed help from the marshals 
to get going again. Both Ian and Smiffy 
cleaned Putwell A, which really 
impressed me. I shall have to get myself 
a BSA B44. Oh wait… There’s one in 
my garage, just needing a decent rider! 
 
Putwell B is now quite rough again at 
the top, and although I didn’t have to 
restart, I footed 3 times before the end 
and something graunched underneath 
the engine. My best section was 
Chrome Hill, a short climb on a grassy 
field. I didn’t have to restart, found grip 
and cleaned the section. The others all 
had to restart, and all failed. In most 
cases, it was too much throttle causing 
wheelspin. Ian fell off quite heavily. I 
had a disaster at Rakes Head: 
Unintentionally, I set off in 2nd gear by 
mistake. Slipping the clutch and 
wondering why the engine wouldn’t pull, 
I pulled in the clutch instead of treading 

the gear lever down into first. So the 
bike stopped, and I was feeling annoyed 
with myself. Ian also failed this one. I 
was more annoyed at Excelsior. Every 
year, I have hopes of cleaning the 
restart here, but it is many years since I 
have done so. This year, I fell off and 
needed help from the marshals to pick 
the bike up and get going again. Riding 
down Clough Lane, we encountered a 
deer on the track below us. But It soon 
scampered away as we approached. I 
footed again on Clough Mine 2, which I 
should really have cleaned because I 
didn’t have to restart. The most 
enjoyable section of the trial for me was 
Clough Mine 1. Without a restart, it was 
just a case of gun the engine and roar 
up the hill. 
 
The others all did Dudwood 1, while I 
went to Dudwood 2. This was a similar, 
if less steep version of the same hill, 
and had the same dead-end finish from 
which to extricate yourself.  
Frustratingly, I footed in a rut low down 
but cleaned the rest of the hill. I needed 
help from a marshal to turn round, 
because the Triumph insisted on 
entangling itself on a small tree. The 
special test at Dudwood is nice and 
long; a good blast, and I watched other 
competitors enjoying themselves while I 
waited for the others.  
 
Smiffy failed this one by stopping 
astride Line B, which is for cars only, 
and the BSA doesn’t have a reverse 
gear, so he couldn’t complete the test 
properly! That was only Smiffy’s second 
failure, so he signed off claiming a 
bronze and we lesser mortals claimed 
no awards. But the bikes had all run 
well and we had all finished, which is by 
no means a certainty for our group. In 
sharp contrast, my friend John Turner 
and his wife Viv in their Dellow were on 
for a Trio in class O. They never even 
got to the start of the trial because the 
engine destroyed a big-end bearing. 
Such are the joys and miseries of 
trialling! 
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Nice Drive – the Edinburgh 
Trial 2016 

by Brian Osborn 
 

I t is now a few years since my first 
Edinburgh in an MGB (1990 
methinks) and things have changed 
somewhat over those years. We 

have lost the use of many of what I call 
‘classic’ sections like Great Hucklow, 
Haggside and Wolfscote in addition to 
those that we hope are temporary 
losses like Bamford and Litton. These 5 
alone would contribute to almost half of 
a real classic trial. 
 
This has caused the MCC in general 
and Clerk of Course Roy Newton in 
particular many a sleepless night in 
trying to find suitable alternatives, 
sometimes very successfully like 
‘Incline’ and some moderately so like 
‘Clough Mine’, which although quite 
suitable for VSCC events can get a bit 
worn with over 200 MCC vehicles using 
them and also very weather dependant. 
Plus some that I consider ACTC type 
sections - except instead of scoring 12 
to 0, with the MCC it is either ‘clear or 
fail’ irrespective of how far up one got. 
Thus mud patches like Chrome Hill and 
Dudwood 2 just get churned up by the 
front runners to the detriment of others, 
which in this event mainly meant class 0 
as they followed the main trial on most 
of the sections. 
 
I suppose we are fortunate that we still 
have an event in such a sensitive area 
as the Peak District and I have over all 
those years supported it either by 
entering or on occasion marshalling. 
So, I want to support without being too 
critical. With this in mind I entered an 
MGB in class 0. Not my red B, as this 
again is away for some TLC and an 
MOT, but the yellow ex Vic Lockley car 
that now belongs to John Fry and who 
was away in Canada. I also did this 
year’s Exeter in it (FNA) and my records 
show - the 2008 Edinburgh when we 
got a tin. 

This time partnered by my son Daron, 
our trial started on time from Tamworth. 
We were number 532 towards the end 
being 9th from last and we headed to 
Carsington Water via Ashbourne (where 
we used to have a good starter section 
just out of town, can’t recall the name). 
 
We usually have quite a wait here, but 
this year only ½ an hour, long enough 
to see dawn break over the reservoir 
which was well worth getting up early 
for. Then to our starter Haven Hill which 
it appears the other classes did as well, 
a good rocky but non-damaging track to 
put us in the mood, then onto Cliff 
Quarry where we should have had a 
deviation and re-start. However due to 
problems with these on the main trial, 
we were excused these but we still had 
a tricky climb with only 2 failures in the 
class. 
 
Still running to time, but not on time as 
still ½ hour late, we did the test at 
Middleton Moor where the tide was out 
so to speak – no puddle and so we did 
a gentle time. On to Haydale where we 
had a re-start on the slippery stone 
track out of the valley with Celia Walton 
sending us off. Calton - last time I did 
the event in 2014 it was cancelled for 
class 0 due to the delays and condition 
of the restart area, this time there was a 
queue, but only of about a dozen cars. 
We had no re-start, but the going was 
still difficult as it needed momentum to 
get over the by now well polished 
restart area and keep going up the final 
top bit. Hence, there were about 8 
failures in our class. Arrived at Bull I’th 
Thorn still ½ hour late, so far so good. 
 
‘Incline’ is a good find, used first (for us 
and class 0 only) in 2014 and this time 
for all classes. Our fears that it would 
have deteriorated with usage during the 
event were groundless and we enjoyed 
a great climb – classic trialing at its 
best! Unfortunately that cannot be said 
about ‘New’ or Little Litton which is so 
weather dependant, we were one of 
only two failures, as being in class 0, I 
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refuse to keep deflating & reflating tyres, 
in this case to my detriment on the wet 
and churned up start area. Marshal 
John Wells said pull back and take a 
run, but we couldn’t as a car and an 
outfit were parked downhill. So we used 
the escape route down to the start of 
proper Litton Slack. My, how that has 
grown over, it is almost impossible to 
follow the route of the section. Then 
down and out of the gate at the bottom. 
The instructions then led us not around 
right to come back past the top of Litton, 
but left and around to the main A6 road. 
So we went tootling east along this until 
after several miles we were aware that 
our fellow competitors were coming the 
other way. Eventually we managed to 
pull in to investigate and compare our 
proper route to the escape route only to 
find that we had been given the main 
trial instructions and we were on our 
way to Monsul Head and Putwell. We 
should have turned right at the end of 
the dual carriageway for Taddington! 
Fortunately, I think we were the only 
ones to do this. 
 
Then followed a long but pleasant drive 
of 20 miles through the Peak 
countryside which as the weather was 
good was very enjoyable, although I did 
not enjoy what followed which was 
Chrome Hill. Now back on time but 
mixed up with the main trial as they had 
delays at Putwell, there was a long 
queue down the road. A bit of quick 
thinking by the chief marshal and we 
were lined up in a field awaiting our turn 
to what was an - off the track, up a 
muddy bank and thence to a very 
churned up very steep slope up what 
was a grassy hillside. A PCT section if I 
ever saw one! 
 
Needless to say we did not get very far, 
although apparently one class 0 cleared 
and one got past the A boards, both 
were Dellows. Some of the main trial did 
OK, we saw a VW Fugative clear it and 
heard that the MGs of Bill Bennett and 
Dud Sterry had done likewise, well 
done. 

After some tea and cake we headed 
towards Hartington and section 11 
Excelsior. No restart for us this year, so 
another good tough but pleasing climb. 
The hill was in good form, dryish but the 
restart for the main trial claimed some 
scalps and kept the Bristol MC marshals 
entertained. Moneystones was not a 
problem for most of us, although 
Jonathan Lavor in chasing his Trio had 
a trump moment on the restart when he 
tried to grab it and it bit back for one of 
his few fails. Clough Mine 2 was for us 
fairly dry for a change and climbable. 
Then almost back in a circle to near the 
early section 2 - Cliff Quarry and to 
Sections 16 & 17 in Dudwoods Farm 
where we had two sections - 2 & 3 and 
a test. These are substitute sections 
brought in a few years ago to make up 
the event thanks to the landowners. As 
they have been in use for a while some 
have settled in so to speak, but still 
PCT’ish and some just mud that my car 
doesn’t like at all. Saves a few medals I 
suppose as most failures were in these 
substitute sections 9, 16 & 17. 
 
The provisional results show that there 
were only 2 class awards in class 0 so 
whether they will be Tin or Copper 
medals I’m not sure. They were Trevor 
Gibb on a motorcycle and Tim Pellowe 
in a Dellow. We finished four sections 
down which is worse than when I used 
to do class 5, and about 20 minutes late 
after losing the route in Youlgrave, 
fortunately we knew where we were.  
 
There were 229 entries of which 124 
were cars including 11 MGs, with 41 in 
class 0. This compares to 216, 134, 10, 
43 when I last did these notes in 2008. 
So, fairly similar, except more bikes this 
year and fewer cars. The MGs were up 
by one, could be the recently re-built 
and very smart Midget of Peter Batty the 
MCC equipment officer out on its first 
major event. Did I enjoy it? Yes, the 
beautiful weather with the mist lying in 
the valleys during the morning made for 
a wonderful drive around the Peaks. If it 
had been chucking it down – no! 



37 

BSW Accounting Services 
 

Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
Self Employed, need help with your accounts or self assessment tax return on 

line?  Need to set up a Limited Company? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

VAT   PAYE  NIC Pensions  Capital & Annual Investment allowances 
P&L Balance Sheet  Cash book  Purchase & Sale Books Cash Flow 

 
Free 1st consultation to work through options 

Contact - Barbara.selkirk@bswservices.co.uk 
www.bswservices.co.uk    01584 814594/ 07722 820933 

 

 
THOR HAMMER 

www.thorhammer.com 
 

FULL RANGE OF SOFT FACED HAMMERS 
Copper, Rawhide, Plastics, Rubber, Brass…. 

 

We even still make branded hammers for  
your vintage car as per original 

 
Try your local wholesaler (eg Toolbank, Clemson,  

Buck & Hickman) or 
Duncan Stephens at a trial 

 
Also Spark Resistant Tools – www.safetytools.co.uk  
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MCC Edinburgh Trial 2016 
by Mike and Matt Wills 
 

I  had just returned from a vintage 
motor cycle rally on the Isle of Wight 
when I had a phone call from 
Jonathan Toulmin asking if I would 

write something for Restart. So having 
agreed I thought I should check the 
Beetle was ready to go. I adjusted the 
handbrake ready for all those class 6 
restarts and found a reversing light bulb 
needed replacing.2My son Matt and I 
set off from home at 1am as Tamworth 
is local to us and arrived at the start as 
the motor cycles were setting off. 
Scrutineering was quick and efficient, 
then signed on before coffee and a chat 
with Bryan Marsh riding 500cc Triumph. 
 
We set off at due time and apart from 
experiencing fog after Ashbourne 
arrived at Carsington Control with a few 
minutes to spare. At this point Matt 
noticed grease had leaked out of the 
right CV joint. Was this going to be the 
end of our trial? As we carried a spare 
drive shaft with CV joints Matt wanted to 
change this, I really didn’t fancy the idea 
so decided to see how things 
progressed as the CV joint felt ok. 
 
We were held at the control for a while 
as there were delays ahead. When we 
arrived at Haven Hill there was no delay, 
a quick wave to Roger Bibbings, chief 
official on the start and up the hill, no 
problem from the CV joint. 
 
On to Cliff Quarry where a number of 
cars were waiting and we were delayed 
for 30 minutes. The most difficult part of 
the section was finding our way through 
the taping after the restart, although I 
heard the deviation caused some 
problems for some of class 7 and 8.2A 
new site for the observed test this year, 
no big muddy puddle, and no problem. 
The directions for the route then caused 
some confusion with cars going in all 
directions including us, but we soon 
found the correct route. 

When we arrived at Haydale chatted 
with long-time friend Celia Walton at the 
start line before cleaning the section. 
When we arrived at Calton there were a 
few cars waiting suggesting the restart 
was causing its usual problems, we saw 
at least one car fail. When it was our 
turn we got away from the restart and 
slowly made progress up the hill, still a 
challenge but not as bad as some years. 
Then on to the Bull I’ Thorn for the usual 
breakfast, which was adequate and 
good value at £5. Also had time to chat 
with Ian and Phil Hingley long time 
motor cycle competitors and official Les 
Bowler. At this point Matt noticed the left 
CV joint was also leaking grease, must 
stop him checking the car when we stop! 
The next section, Incline was new to me 
as we failed to make the start of last 
year’s trial due to engine problems. We 
followed George Osborn in his cut down 
Reliant down to the section, which was 
dry and no problem. 
 
At Corkscrew we remembered last time 
having difficulty on the first hairpin and 
failing at the second. While waiting, 
Peter Mountain in his Dellow returned 
down the hill having not given it enough 
right foot after the restart. On our 
attempt we cleared the first hairpin with 
no trouble but again failed at the 
second, maybe next year we will get all 
the way up this classic hill which used to 
be part of the Edinburgh for many years. 
The next hill is also a classic having 
been used since 1914 ACU six days 
trial, although then almost causing a 
riders strike. Recently we have only 
used New Litton which used to be the 
escape route for the real Litton, lets 
hope we can return to using the 
challenging classic hill. 
 
The next hill, Putwell is also a 
longstanding Edinburgh section. When 
we arrived Dudley Sterry was doing his 
travelling marshal duties directing 
competitors to park due to a long delay 
caused by 4x4 drivers taking the family 
for a drive in the countryside up Putwell, 
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probably not much of a challenge when 
all the driver has to do is press a button 
and the car’s computer takes control! 
 
As we neared the start several 
competitors were returning down the hill 
having failed the first part. It was then 
our turn, I decided speed was required 
and after a lot of horrid banging noises 
we cleaned the section with Matt 
complaining about banging his head on 
the roof. Then Matt did his usual 
checking and found we had rear 
puncture due to a large hole in the side 
wall so we pulled off the main track to 
change the wheel before going up the 
second part of Putwell and as we 
stopped on the restart the car slid into a 
hole and we were unable to get away, 
so reversed back and took a run at it to 
get up. Putwell has always been rocky 
but I think this year it was the roughest 
ever. One of the reasons several long 
time competitors have taken to class 0. 
 
Next a new section Chrome Hill. We 
spoke to chief official John Hind, regular 
sidecar rider and passenger, who was 
doing a great job trying to keep the road 
clear and then came up with a brilliant 
plan to park all the cars in the field 
before the section clearing the road for 
the public. There was a long delay here 
as nearly everyone was failing to climb 
the deep muddy bank despite the 
restart being cancelled. We also failed. 
This was much more like a one day 
trials section with only 2-3 cars getting 
to the top so far. Then onto 
Hollinsclough Control by now we were 
running nearly 2 hours behind schedule 
mainly due to delays at sections. 
 
Rakes Head just up the road from the 
control was dry and seemed less rough 
apart from a large concrete block near 
the top which we had been warned 
about by the start marshal, thank you 
sir. Next was Excelsior, a brief chat with 
chief official and long-time Marlin 
competitor, Pete Hart. Then up the 
section to the restart which caused us 
no problem. 

The route then took us to a previously 
used hill, Clough Wood which we went 
down, why can’t we go up it like we 
used to, much better than Clough Mines 
complex which was next, Clough Mine 2 
was another challenge of finding the 
way through the taping but no trouble 
without a restart. Clough Mine 1 
however did have a restart for us, last 
time we failed the restart so more effort 
this time and success. 
Then on to the Dudwood complex for a 
section in the woods which was very 
muddy and lack of grip caused us to 
come to a stop. The final observed test 
showed the gearbox on the Beetle does 
not allow for rapid changes, well that’s 
my excuse. 
 
We arrived at the finish at Bull I’ Thorn 
nearly 2 hours later than schedule, 
unable to make up time for delays at 
sections, indicating the timing was 
about right if there were no delays. This 
is the main downside of competing in a 
car as opposed to a bike when I used to 
find I would be often early, but then I 
would not be able to share a unique 
experience with Matt who already plans 
to compete and show me how it should 
be done. 
 
As we were about to leave for home 
Matt noticed a bulge in the front tyre so 
another wheel change. As we drove 
home the predicted rain came, at least it 
remained dry for most of the trial. The 
CV joints held out and initial inspection 
showed a split in the boots but grease 
still in the joint. 
 
Very many thanks must go to the 
organising team and marshals for 
another very enjoyable Edinburgh Trial 
and congratulations to all the award 
winners, we were glad for our finishers 
certificate. 
 
Let’s hope Bamford Clough will return in 
next year’s event. 
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Exmoor Clouds Trial - Stuart 
& Kieran Bartlett, Class 8 
Cannon 
 

A fter a relaxing evening at a 
local B & B and a catch up 
with Alan, Trina, Norton and 
Jack Selwood we got up bright 

and fresh on the Sunday morning and 
made our way over to Wheddon Cross 
for the start of the Exmoor Clouds - 
expertly directed by Norton. We parked 
up in the local cattle market and made 
our way across to the "Rest and be 
Thankful" for signing on, scruteneering, 
etc, and surprisingly a very nice bacon 
cob.  
 
A totally new trial to me the Exmoor 
Clouds, Kieran had done it once before 
with Dean and he had thoroughly 
enjoyed it, saying it was one of the best 
he'd done. Other trailers had warned 
me of how difficult a trial it could be and 
how it could be a "Car Breaker". So, 
with a bit of apprehension from me we 
set off at 9.40 - 3rd car to last. We 
made our way to: 
 
Robins Nest We pulled up in the farm 
yard and dropped the tyres, in front of 
us was Aaron in his Scimitar and Dave 
in his freshly painted Green Golf - with 
James Shallcross in the passenger 
seat. Both of them were off before I'd 
finished with the tyres and Kieran came 
running back to say the restart looked 
OK but couldn't see around the corner. 
We made our way up to the start line, 
up to the restart - no problems, around 
through the gate, a quick turn to the 
left, Kieran bouncing and we cleared 
the section. 
 
Widlake Special Test This looked a bit 
tricky with a very greasy looking finish 
line, for once I decided to take a special 
test steady and stopped astride the 
finish with no problems. Pumped the 
tyres up and off. 
 

Broford After following the stream we 
came to the queue for Broford, after 
watching Aaron in the Scimitar clear the 
section we stood and watched Dave 
off, it was then we realised how tricky 
the "around the red tape" was after 
Dave just managed to clear the 11 and 
come to a grinding halt. Our turn, 
around the tape and past the tricky mud 
at the bottom of the section that had 
stopped Dave, no problem with the 
restart and clear. 
 
Ski Slope We pulled off the main road 
and into the field to join the queue for 
Ski Slope - boy did it look steep. After 
watching a few videos of this section I 
still hadn't a clue on what to expect. 
Our restart had been cancelled but 
there was a sting in the tail with a 
deviation somewhere near the top. On 
to the start line and off, dragged the diff 
a couple of times on the way up to the 
deviation, off onto the grass, off the gas 
and a steady trickle to clear the section.  
 
We were kept at the top whilst Ray and 
Hannah Ferguson came up in the 
Liege, boy did Hannah work in the 
passenger seat to a well deserved 
clean on Ski Slope for the little Liege. 
 
Pinn Quarry 1 A sharp left hander just 
after the start line with a restart just on 
the line of a woody hedge, up to the 
restart, off, and then the diff dragged - 
Kieran worked his socks off here to 
ensure that we continued moving. Grip 
was found and we cleared the section - 
thankfully. 
 
Pinn Quarry 2 Paul Merson's 
passenger Nick had said to us at the 
start that Kieran would have to be on it 
to get us through this section as it 
made you think - and he was right. A 
lovely section this with a couple of nice 
short sharp hills. We cleaned this 
section and then sat and watched Bill 
and Liz up in the always superbly 
presented MG. 
 



41 

Hindon 2 After a steady drive we came 
onto Hindon, up through the gate to the 
start line and a bit of air out of the tyres. 
It was here that we caught back up with 
Aaron - who was having a bit of a 
problem with the diff. we watched Ray in 
the Liege on the restart not going 
anywhere and wasn't sure what to 
expect.  Onto the start, up to the restart 
and away - another section cleaned. 
 
On our way out Dave and James were 
walking down, after asking if anything 
was wrong Dave said that Aaron was 
having issues with the newly built diff, it 
was here that Aaron retired - deciding 
not to smash the diff but make his way 
steadily back to Wheddon Cross. 
 
Headon 1 A steady climb up the track 
through the trees to the restart - again 
we cleaned the restart and yet another 
section was under our belt. At the top 
we caught up with Dean - who had just 
had to change a wheel after puncturing - 
a quick catch up and he was off followed 
by us. 
 
Headon 2 Again it was a steady climb 
up the track and through the trees to the 
restart on the bend - again clean. 
 
Big Firs Special Test A 360 around a 
cone, what could be easier. After having 
watched Paul Merson in the Shopland 
have to do 3 reverses to clear we 
wondered how tight the area was, off 
and yep you've guessed we had to 
reverse also to clean the special test. 
 
Felons Oak We queued for a while on 
the road for this section so we grabbed 
a bite to eat.  Quite a rocky section this 
at the bottom with a step just before the 
restart, plenty of grip on the restart and 
we were clear again - neither of us could 
quite believe that we were still clean 
after 10 sections. 
 
Slowley We joined the queue on the 
road for this section as all the cars had 
caught up here, all cars that we watched 

were clean on this section. So, after a 
quick chat with Charlie Shopland at the 
start line we were off. This section was a 
lovely twisty, grassy section with a 
restart in what could be tricky if you 
dropped down on to the track, we 
stopped high and again we were clean. 
 
Maddocks All the cars had caught up 
again here as we had to wait for the 
bikes to clear the section. All of us were 
looking at the muddy, boggy, grassy part 
of the section after the bumpy, bouncy 
part of the section around the tree. Bryn 
in the other Shopland was first car off 
and he cleaned the section with no effort 
at all. All competitors at this section 
were watching each car off with the fear 
of being sucked into the bog. Then it 
was Dean's turn and he took a slightly 
different route and was clear of the bog 
and clean - so it was possible. Paul was 
running in front of us and he cleared the 
section. Our turn - off around the tree 
and onto the boggy part - out to left and 
we were clear, around the right hander 
at the bottom and climbed out - clean 
again. 
 
Battels We all had to queue on the road 
for this section, you couldn't see the 
section but all you could here was car 
engines on full throttle with what 
sounded like going nowhere. Dean's 
turn - into the section, to the restart and 
all you could hear was the Wasp on the 
rev limiter - but you could hear him 
moving up through the trees. Paul was 
before us and all we could hear was the 
Shopland on full throttle. Our turn, onto 
the start line and with Kieran giving me 
plenty of encouragement and telling me 
to go wide we stopped on the restart - 
boy does this restart stop you in one hell 
of a place, all you can see is a slab of 
rock to your right and a steep climb up 
to a gate at the top. Full throttle, the 
Cannon gripped and the next thing we 
are clean, out through the gate into the 
field and waiting at the top to come back 
down. What a section. 
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Nurcott Pitts No idea again what to 
expect here, tyre pressures adjusted 
and we dropped down into the section, a 
right and left and then up to the restart, 
we stopped wide here and again the 
Cannon gripped, all I heard then was 
Kieran shouting keep left, so keep left I 
did, a really steep climb out of the 
section with us being air born at the top. 
Again we are clean, thankfully, as when 
we stopped we were told that quite a 
few competitors had stayed on the track 
- which was the obvious and they'd 
failed. 
 
Pitt Bridge Last section of the day and 
up to this hill we were clean - so no 
pressure, All the bikes and cars were 
queuing for this section so we managed 
to watch all up as far as the trees 
allowed. A sharp right hand bend and a 
steep climb up through the woods with a 
nasty restart, flick to the left and then 
you lost sight of the section. Bryn first 
car off - failed at the restart, and so it 

went on with class 8's failing the restart. 
Then it was the turn of Ray in the Liege, 
I don't know how they did it but the 
Liege cleared the restart - a well 
deserved clean. Dean in the Wasp - 
clean, Paul in the Shopland - clean, 
Stuart in the Marlin - clean. Only 2 cars 
left - us and Anthony Andrew in the ex 
Tony Young beast. On to the start line - 
no pressure at all - a steady climb to the 
restart and then off, we dropped into one 
hell of a gully but with Kieran bouncing 
we climbed out of the gully, tight left 
hand, tight right hand and we were 
clean. 
 
Clean all day - what a trial. 
 
We would both like to thank Minehead 
Motor Club and all the marshals for 
putting on an excellent Exmoor Clouds 
Trial. Bring on next year.  

Is the trial a "Car Breaker" - "No" 

MGCC Burton Dassett Trial 
Some notes from Tony Lake 
 
Sunday 25th September dawned quite 
bright at Burton Dassett as the Midland 
Centre of the MG Car Club welcomed 
31 drivers in 23 cars to the annual 
Autumn Trial. The size of the puddles in 
the car park were a bit of a giveaway as 
to what the conditions would be like 
early on, very muddy and slippery, 
typical Autumn Trial conditions that we 
haven’t seen for some years. 
  
Six MGs entered, good to see after a 
lean period. With a bit of shuffling 
around of the rear engine cars and 
specials we managed to get a 
competition going in all the classes. 
Also rewarding that  three first time 
crews, Warwick and Mark Endley, , 
Andrew Everton and Peter Tuckley in 
Lieges and  David and Christopher 
Edwards sharing a very standard MG F 

took part,  along with MG old timers, 
Stuart Dean, John Dorney and Frank 
Vautier returning to the fray after a gap 
of some years. David Bowlas and 
Robert Meakin took care of 
scrutineering. 
  
Clerk of the Course Brian Osborn and a 
gang of very welcome and willing 
helpers laid out 7 sections in time for a 
10:30 start. 
  
Those rear engine Imps were at it 
again; scrabbling and  finding 
prodigious grip where none seemed to 
exist for others. By lunchtime Steve 
Courts was 8 marks to the good over 
Dave and Jennie Oliver, a margin which 
improved to 11 marks  by the end as 
Steve ran out winner of the Autumn 
Cup.  
  
The competition was even closer 
between Adrian and Liz Tucker-
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The Taw and Torridge Trial 
by Julie Williams 

 

S teve and I arrived at the Visitor 
Centre in Clovelly to meet up 
with the other two pairs of 
entrants in class ‘D’, yes, only 

three outfits. Many of our fellow sidecar 
riders are not competing at the moment 
for various reasons, ranging from no 
passenger, (miss you Al), to massive 
other commitments (miss you Si and 
Debby) 
 
That feeling of sheer joy and 
anticipation set in as we started at our 
allocated time (I always shout a woohoo 
to the wind when we get out on the 
road!). Geoff and Johnny and Leon and 
Mark were our travelling companions/
fellow competitors/ rivals for the day, a 
nicer little bunch would be hard to find. 
 
Having Cutliffe Lane as a first section 
sets you on your toes and it certainly 
did that, though we all managed to 
clean it. Onwards then to the first 

special test and the question of, steady 
and smooth with a quick stop or Steve’s 
special, flat out and hopefully, stop 
sliding before passing the line! Well the 
nature of the twisty course made it 
almost impossible to do a special so we 
settled for a kind of steady (for Steve). 
The Wembsworthy sections always 
pose the question of “Have we got the 
balls to go steady on the grass and not 
spin up” hmmmm , on Wembsworthy 3 
we got stuck on the lumpy ground 
before the grass so we’ll never know !  
 
Whilst tackling Adrian’s Aisle, Steve 
managed to get a lump of mud in his 
eye, that must have contained a piece 
of slate or something similar as it 
scratched his eyeball badly enough to 
cause us to stop at Bude and Stratton 
Hospital on the way home, (but didn’t 
stop him cleaning the section or 
completing the trial!) 
 
When we pulled in to the Commons car 
park for the lunch stop, I was looking 
out for the lady and her husband who 

Peake’s  MG F and the Peter Manning/
Frank Sluter Midget, Adrian and Liz 
winning the Allen Trophy for the best 
MG by a single mark.   
  
Don Adderley and Jimmy Milligan 
showed the front wheel drive Celica 
who was boss by winning class 1. Don 
and Helen Skelton won class 2 in their 
A7 Sports Special, both Claire and 
Robert Renshaw competed hard in 
their more standard 1930 A7, we do 
need more lady drivers taking part 
  
Five Lieges with seven drivers 
competed in class 7B in what turned 
out to be nip and tuck all day, Ray and 
Hannah Ferguson beat Mark and 
Warwick Endley by the same 11 marks 
to win the class. John and Margaret 
Charles tied with Oliver and Richard 
Irvine but  a special test margin of just 
0.1 seconds saw John and Margaret 

take 3rd place. However, Oliver was 
the clear winner of the best Novice 
award, well done..  
Family rivalry was well to the fore all 
day with seven cars shared by 14 
drivers, a great deal of comparison 
went on with a number of the parents 
coming out on the wrong end of the 
scores, well done to their offspring.   
  
A fun day seemed to be had by all with 
plenty of socialising and help for the 
new crews. it goes without saying what 
a debt of gratitude we owe to the 
marshals who although spread pretty 
thin kept score all day. Finally hats off 
to the results team of Jane Bury 
and  Andrea Marquez Carnacho who 
once again added up remarkably 
quickly so that we were able to present 
all the trophies on the day. 
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Championship 
Chat 
 

The tables should be detailed below, 
although in the case of the motorbikes 
I’d missed the fact that the Tarka was 
part of their championships and 
therefore do not have any results as yet. 
I will chase these up and hopefully have 
them on the website in the next couple 
of weeks. 
 
The Crackington looks closely fought 
until the top Wheelspin protagonists are 
removed and then Sticker Martin is 
shown to have a commanding lead.  
 
In the Wheelspin Dean Partington is out 
in front by a reasonable margin, but 
below it becomes a very close fought 
battle. 

Kathy Martin continues to lead the 
Pouncy yet is already dropping off lower 
scores. Geoff Walker and Phil Sanders 
are close behind and have some 
consistent class wins, so this should go 
down to the final couple of events. 
 
It’s been a two-horse race in the Red 
Rose Bowl all year by way of the fact 
there are only two entrants and Geoff 
Westcott is well placed going into the 
final few rounds. 
 
Could I please ask you to carefully 
check your scores. In updating them I 
noticed a few glaring errors in myself (to 
the detriment of the relevant 
competitors), and none had been 
brought to my attention.  
 
Things do get missed on these 
spreadsheets so please take the time to 
ensure you have the points you 
deserve! 

usually come back from their holiday 
just to count us all in and out again, but 
they were no where to be seen and 
when I enquired after them I was told 
they were not well, so I send our 
sincere best wishes to them and a 
‘Thank You’ I’m sure from all of us, for 
their dedication to making sure our day 
of fun runs smoothly. Steve’s eye was 
by now really giving him some pain, 
luckily Leon had an eye wash in his first 
aid kit, (brownie points earned Leon, the 
best we manage is some ibuprofen), so 
we managed to wash the offending 
particle out. 
 
Two new sections after lunch,’ Rat Run’ 
and’ Rat Trap’. ‘Rat Run’ looked steep 
enough to slide backwards on whilst 
spinning up so we decided to use the, 
‘Having balls enough to go steady’, 
theory and it worked, much to our own 
amazement we just pootled up it and 
thoroughly enjoyed the view from the 
top (I think I actually said something 
nice to Steve about his riding skills, a 

rare moment!) We were a bit envious of 
the solos who had extra sections that 
weren’t suitable for us, we can’t help 
being keen for more of your great 
sections, hint hint. 
 
It was lovely to see two enduro boys 
from ‘Down West’, Ben Tonkin and Mike 
Curnow, waiting at the bottom of Pen 
Steep, they are two keen, cheerful lads 
who had unfortunately missed the entry 
for the day. Hopefully with the lack of 
entries in many trials, a place will be 
found for them and others with similar 
outfits in a class alongside ours. Ours 
could be a dying sport if we don’t 
encourage others, young and old(er) to 
take part!  
 
Thanks to the Holsworthy Motor Club 
for a great trial with some very testing 
but not impossible sections…….. just 
how we like ‘em, and to all the marshals 
who gave their time so that we could 
have fun! 
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