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Some of you may have seen the MGs on the Lands End Trial running with a sticker 
commemorating 80 years since the formation of the MG Cream Crackers Trials Team in 
1935. Thank you to those who carried these stickers and apologies to Adrian Tucker-
Peake, whose sticker was delayed in the post. Six Cream Crackers entered the Lands 
End in 1995 for the 60th anniversary (and all 6 claimed a medal!), however it was felt 
that 20 years later the trial has become much rougher and tougher, especially for cars/
drivers who don’t usually do trials, so the main celebration occurred on the Kimber Trial 
on 25th/26th April. The weekend comprised the trial on the Saturday, followed by a 
reunion dinner and a photoshoot/gymkhana at Barry Walkers farm on the  Sunday . 
 
We had entered TJ500 of course and trailered the car down to Barry’s. Unfortunately on 
the way to the hotel the car broke down—head gasket we think, so we had to scratch 
from the trial., which was a great shame. We made the photoshoot luckily. Derek and 
Penny Pearce in their 1938 TA Cream Cracker won the Kimber Trophy, well done to 
them. The dinner was well attended and we enjoyed some amusing speeches. Jonathan 
produced an informative booklet about the Cream Crackers and the Three Musketeers, 
which was well received and I believe is now available for sale on the Triple M website. 
 
The weekend before the reunion we entered an event which contained a small piece of 
trials history. Members of the Fellside AC run an annual treasure hunt weekend, which 
is always good fun and we are the ’token’ southerners! This year it covered the three 
historical counties that make up today’s Cumbria. We went in the X90 and Jonathan was 
interested in finding a trials section that was on the 1935 and 1936 Edinburgh trials. It is 
on the Wrynose Pass and Jonathan has a photograph of his father in TJ 5000 on it. We 
found it, much to Jonathan’s delight and were joined by Fred Mills and then Tony 
Branson. It is a loop off the tarmac road. Fred commented that we might have been the 
first trials enthusiasts to use it since 1936! 
 
On an editorial note we often don’t receive copy that we have been promised and I am 
sure it is usually that people are too busy. We don’t usually find out why people don’t 
write anything, but one author this time very kindly let us know he wouldn’t be writing. 
He did the Lands End and was so upset with the trial and it’s organisation that he didn’t 
want to upset anyone….but if things are not right, then they should be made known, 
otherwise mistakes will never get corrected.. 
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GILES’ 
JOTTINGS 
 

S o the first half of the season is 
done and dusted, and predictably 
as I sit here waiting for summer, 
we have perfect trialling weather 

with the rain lashing down. Hopefully this 
is temporary and the sun will soon be 
shining again, giving everyone time to 
assess their cars for the autumn and enjoy 
any summer motorsport that doesn’t 
require copious amounts of mud. 
 
It seems that the overall impression of all 
the events in the first half of the year have 
been extremely positive and there has 
been an outpouring of praise on social 
media for our two most recent events up 
in the North, namely the revised Yorkshire 
Dales Classic and the Durham Dales. 
Hopefully both events will go from strength 
to strength and add greater diversity to our 
ACTC calendar. 
 
At the recent ACTC meeting there was a 
long discussion as to how we can use our 
website to greater effect and you may 
start finding that e-mail updates are 
received on a frequent basis. Whereas we 
don’t want to become guilty of spamming 
our members, we do want to keep you all 
abreast of new events, changes in 
regulations, or just updated results, photos 
and so forth.  If you would prefer not to 
receive such communiqués, then please 
let us know and you will be removed from 
the e-mail list. 
 
Despite several requests for a volunteer to 
take on the motorcycle trophies, no-one 
has come forward. This position will 
remain vacant for now therefore, which 
means that the perpetual trophies won’t 

be handed out on an annual basis. 
Perhaps this is a sign of the times, as 
getting competitors to step forward and 
assist in the running of the sport is 
increasingly problematical. I see today, 
that the MCC are again appealing for a 
Clerk of the Course for the Exeter and if 
no-one comes forwards, we may lose one 
of our most historical events. If it wasn’t to 
run for any reason, it lessens the 
arguments of continuous use we often 
forward when fighting for Rights of Way, 
so it is important someone is found soon. 
 
By the time you have receive this copy of 
Restart we will also have held our annual 
awards evening. At one point this too 
looked like it may not run due to lack of 
interest, but in the last week I’m pleased 
to say requests for tickets have come 
rolling in. Although we aren’t at the 
numbers we were a few years ago, there 
are certainly enough competitors, friends 
and family attending, to make it a great 
night for all and a chance to get together 
away from the hills. 
 
Enjoy the summer and hopefully come the 
autumn I’ll be back out in a car myself 
trying to remember what tyre pressures I 
need to find the grip again! 
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T he Council meeting on the 26th 
April was a busy meeting but 
unfortunately not so well 
attended. Just 10 clubs had 

delegates in attendance. I have issued 
the minutes so you can all read about 
what went on. Let’s hope that our next 
Council meeting on Sunday 6th 
September is better attended. In between 
now and the September meeting the ‘new 
style’ Technical Committee will be 
meeting to discuss and review several 
things. 
 
I have only been out on one trial since I 
wrote my last ‘Spin’ and that was my own 
club’s Kyrle Trial where I was deeply 
involved in the organisation. 
 
We had a new Clerk of Course this year 
in Nigel Green who was very ably backed 
up by ‘old hand’ Paul Bartleman. Between 
them they put on a competitive trial in 
very dry conditions. Just 7 or 8 of the 15 
hills had tyre pressures yet we still 
managed to get five different classes into 
the top ten and the trial was won by a 
class 2 car. As always there were some 
panics before the trial such as having a 
call from the forester just three days 
before the trial telling me we couldn’t use 
our old favourites Jack, Jill and almost 
unclimbed Piano Bend. After a long 
discussion I managed to get them back in 
the trial. What was the problem, nesting 
Goshawks? Once an active nest is found 
then a 300 meter radius exclusion zone is 
implemented and nothing can happen 
within that zone. Now these Goshawks 

are multiplying at an alarming rate as they 
have no natural predators other than man 
and we have already ‘lost’ many good 
hills. So what to do? At the suggestion of 
the Forestry Commission we are going to 
change the date of the Kyrle Trial so we 
can avoid the Goshawk nesting season. 
 
So the eagle eyed (like the pun Stuart! -
ed) who have seen draft 2 of the ACTC 
2016 Schedule of Events will note that the 
Kyrle Trial will run on Sunday 6th 
November in 2016. This will mean our old 
April date is up for grabs by any club that 
wants it. This November date will help us 
miss the Goshawk nesting season and 
should free up some of our old hills. 
   
I went along to the April Prescott hill 
climb. I went on the Saturday, the day 
before the Council meeting, and it turned 
out to be a sunny but windy day but dry. 
There were a good number of classic 
trialists there either watching or 
competing. Some good spectating and 
talking was had. I must also recommend 
the breakfast in the Prescott club house! 
 
One item of importance raised at the 
Council meeting was that of video 
cameras used in competing cars. The 
MSA regulations are very clear on this. If 
you want to use a video camera on an 
event you must have the agreement of 
the Clerk of the Course and if the camera 
is mounted on the car then it must be in 
place so that the scrutineer can see that it 
is mounted safely and securely. 
 
I am writing this during the bank holiday 
weekend and have just spent a busy two 
days involved in motor sport. On the 
Saturday my wife and I marshalled two 
timing points on the Historic Endurance 
Rallying Organisation (HERO) Summer 
Trial. Our first point was immediately after 
a road fords the River Avon just north of 
Alcester in Warwickshire. The ford 
attracted lots of photographers, but 
despite all the encouragement to go faster 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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only one car drowned out in the ford but 
was quickly got going with a liberal spray 
of WD40. There were signs advising 
cyclists to use the foot bridge rather than 
ride through the ford as the bottom was 
very slippery. One didn’t and got an early 
morning bath all recorded by lots of 
cameras. 
 
We then had time to visit Evesham, have 
coffee and sit by the beautiful river before 
our next point just south of Evesham. It 
was then a quick dash home to get ready 
and heading to Birmingham for a reunion 
of lots of rallying people from the 70s and 
80s. Sunday was spent at my clubs 
Spring Fling PCT about 8 miles from Ross
-on-Wye. As usual not enough marshals 
so I ended up looking after my hill by 
myself. I can never understand why PCTs 
demand such high tyre pressures for rear 
wheel drive cars. Several cars had to be 
towed from one field to another, including 

a VW Beetle prepared for classic trials 
because the tyre pressures were so high. 
In my opinion it spoils lots of PCTs. 
Maybe it is a cunning plan by the powers 
that be to restrict PCTs to just front wheel 
drive cars. I still call them PCTs but I know 
the term now is just car trials. 
Nevertheless I enjoyed my day in a field 
that was mainly dry but had grass and 
weeds so full of sap they made conditions 
very slippery. There was a good 
contingent of classic trialists to chat to. 
 
I have given notice that I want to give up 
the position of ACTC Hon. Sec, after 
having the job for seven years. Giles is 
busy looking for a replacement but if you 
fancy taking up the position please 
contact Giles or me. 

 
 

Space sponsored 
by R T H Moore 
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Fell Side Northern Classic Trial, 
St. Valentine's Day 2015 

by Richard Parker 
 

T his year, because I hadn't 
renewed my competition licence, 
I entered in class 0, unaware that 
on this trial I could have entered 

my usual class 2 without it! Ah well! The 
car is a 1928 Austin Seven “Chummy” 
which I have been trialling for nearly 44 
years. For those interested in statistics, 
the combined age of car and occupants 
(my brother and me) is 223 years which 
might explain something. After speedy 
and efficient sruitineering and signing on, 
at number 73, we were the last car to 
leave Wigton's new auction mart looking 
forward to a good day's sport. The 
weather remained fine with blue sky and 
sunshine all day. 
 
After a run of 7 miles, we came to the first 
section, Carlisle Gate Lane, which is 
gentle enough, but has very deep ruts 
which need care. It didn't trouble many 
competitors. We then drove about 10 
miles to Setmurthy Forest and the first 
special test and then Watch Hill, a new 
section for me. Run by Martin and Peter 
Jelley of Preston and District Vintage Car 
Club, it had a split route with a restart for 
some classes including us. Anyone taking 
a tight line was in danger of coming to 
grief in the worst of the muddy ruts but the 
section was wide enough to avoid the bad 
bits and we managed fine. Quite a few 
cars lost high marks here. 
 
The dreaded Black Hole was next and 
quite a queue had built up as every car 
had to reverse down the section which 
took time. As usual, the results show a 
wide range of scores with a good number 
of cleans. In many years of competing in 
this trial I have never been very 
successful here and my score of 6 was 
about par. Austin Sevens have a number 
of advantages on trials being light and 

agile with good ground clearance but a 
distinct disadvantage is their narrow track 
which does not fit “standard” width ruts. 
 
On then to Low Burthwaite Wood which 
was a good classic style section with a 
rough, muddy area after the start which 
needed a good attack then becoming very 
steep, - too steep for us, we scored 5. 
Next came the Forestry Commission’s 
Whinlatter Forest where we cleaned 
Forest Yump and Darling How, both very 
familiar sections used for many years by 
this club and the VSCC. 
 
The next observed section, Sheepfold, 
had a restart almost immediately after the 
start. It had good grip though there were a 
few fails. Ullister Hill followed and is a 
section I like. Quite steep and requiring an 
aggressive approach, it has a sting at the 
very top losing many cars 1 or 2 points 
including us. Long Crag was a similar type 
of section and we dropped another 2 here. 
 
Ladyside was run by members of Ilkley 
and District Motor Club and was badly cut 
up with deep ruts towards the end of the 
section and a majority of runners lost 
marks here. Swinside had a gentle restart 
and a vertical bank to finish which caught 
out a few. With the end in sight, next 
came the second timed test then a section 
called Tweedle Dee which we found very 
slippery and difficult, losing 8 points, our 
biggest penalty. 
 
To finish, we had a 16 mile run to 
Sandale, for many the highlight of the 
event and very popular with spectators. 
The ruts here don't fit a Seven but we 
managed to get past the restart area (no 
restart for us!) for a score of 4. Back then 
to Wigton to sign off and a welcome pint 
and good food. 
 
One of the many attractions to me of 
classic trials is the variety of competing 
cars (and bikes). They vary from ordinary 
looking road cars such as Ford Escort and 
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VW Beetle, to the specialist cars running 
in class 8 which are capable of clearing 
most sections. Pre-war cars also feature, 
four on this event, a 12/50 Alvis, two 
Austin Sevens and an MG. The Tucker 
Peake Nipper is a famous trials car and it 
was a pity it had to retire on this event. 
Carl Talbot in the Morris Trialmaster, 
another well-known car, was the 
deserving overall winner dropping no 
marks, - quite an achievement. Very 
much worth mentioning is the fact that Bill 
Bennett in his pre-war J2 MG running in 
lass 2 was clean until the last two 
sections which cost him 4 marks each. 
One of these was Sandale on which he 
told me that over all the years, he had 
never before lost marks. If only!! He 
finished third car overall nevertheless, a 
marvellous effort. Hal Branson in his 
Marlin was first in class 7 with only 10 
penalties, another good performance. 
 
The results were quickly sent out to 
competitors and show a number of 

retirements. Stuart Lambert, a fellow 
Yorkshireman, broke a half shaft on his 
Cannon/Austin and I have mentioned 
Chris Hunter and the Nipper. David Hunt's 
Suzuki X-90 was retired after colliding 
with a tree on Ladyside! Mark Gregg's 
X90 had been going well but is shown as 
retiring before Section 14, reason 
unknown. Undoubtedly a disappointment 
for these triallers but they'll be back! 
 
Thanks to the organisers, the marshals, 
the caterers and all who helped to make 
this trial enjoyable. The weather was kind 
this year, an added bonus. If you are 
reading this report as a trial novice, 
thinking you might have a go, get on with 
it. These are well run, friendly events with 
a class structure suitable for most type of 
car. Entry fees are modest and you don't 
need to spend a fortune on a vehicle. 
There is probably an event near you,- 
have a go, you don't know what you're 
missing. 
 

Poetic Justice in the County of 
Wordsworth by Carlie Hart 
 

M ost of the trials fifteen sections 
were located in three forested 

locations. We remembered some of the 
sections from our last venture north back 
in 2006, but there were several new ones 
that the organisers were keen to tell us 
about. The car entry of 28 starters in the 
main event and 4 in class 0 was mainly 
made up of class 5, 7 and 8 cars with very 
few salons and not a single Beetle. The 
scenery was of course spectacular 
although we did not seem to climb as high 
as last time and only saw one lake this 
year , the sunny weather added to the 
enjoyment of the event. 
 
 

The start venue had ample hard standing 
for trailers .When we arrived scrutineering 
was well underway, so we quickly 
unloaded and joined the queue, before 
partaking of the good breakfast rolls. The 
route card was concise and accurate on 
directions but a bit more route marking 
might have been beneficial. 
 
We were running towards the back of the 
field in front of Sticker and his trusted blue 
Escort whose only competition in class 3 
was Nigel Hilling’s Ford Anglia, behind 
him were the class 8 Derby boys Dean, 
Stuart and Charlie. Back in 2006 we had a 
lucky break when Arnie dropped 11 points 
and we went on to win the class. A touch 
of poetic justice this year when we 
dropped 11 on section 3  the Marlin failed 
to turn into the section (Marlin steering or 
driver error to blame ?) Hal and Murray in 
their Marlins both cleaned the section, 
knocking us out of the running.  
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We then had over half an hour to wait for 
section 4 ‘the Black Hole’, which we 
remembered from before with its slippery 
restart. Cars were cleaning the section 
but then taking longer to return back 
down hence the delay. Eventually it was 
our turn and the Marlin romped up and off 
the restart, where the editor was on flag 
duty, to clean the section. Our moment of 
glory was however short lived as, during 
our descent like others, we reversed onto 
a tree stump and had to be pulled off by 
the recovery vehicle.  
 
Section 5 which was new to us had 
according to the organisers a bit of 
everything and needed speed after the 
humpy bit. Suart warned us that it got 
very narrow with a steep drop on the 
passenger side. Heeding the advice Pete 
put his foot down and we added tree 
glancing and dangling a back wheel over 
the edge during our ascent to stop just 
short of the 1 marker. At least this time 
with a little push we were able to turn at 
the top and come back down forwards. 
 
By the time we reached the third complex 
five cars were still clean including Bill 
Bennett in his immaculate MG J2 and the 
Marlins of Hal Branson and Murray 
Montgomery-Smith. Here we found the 
new section of Tweedledum where we 
dropped a 3 and 
only Bill Bennett and 
Carl Talbot cleaned 
it. After attempting 
another 3 sections in 
the wood we 
returned to do 
Tweedledee from 
the same start line 
as Tweedledum. 
This time the section 
went straight on 
rather than taking 
the LH turn. 
Unfortunately a deep 
rut on the RH side 
caught out most of 

the field with 4 being a popular score, 
only class 8 going clear.  
 
The trial then dropped down to and along 
Lake Bassenwaite on the way to the last 
section the infamous Sandale. Here we 
decided to keep the pressure up but not 
as high as Sticker! We both romped 
through the rutted claggy restart to the 
summit. The class 8 restart area claimed 
the scalps of Dean, whose Wasp died 
and had to limp home, (luckily he had 
towed it to the start) and Bill where the 
ruts proved a little too wide for the narrow 
track of his MG, which stopped at the 4. 
Carl Talbot returned the only clear sheet 
to win the trial from Charlie Knifton on 7 
and Bill on 8.  
 
It was a well run trial with a variety of 
sections and plenty of friendly observers/
marshals. Obviously the scenery and 
sunny weather added to the enjoyment. 
Whilst the start could cope well with a 
larger entry the majority of hills were dead 
ends, with both cleans and fails having to 
return down the section, which would 
cause delays for a bigger field. 
 
We spent Sunday touring the lakes with 
Murray and Chreanne in glorious 
sunshine all in all a great weekend and I 
am sure we will return. 

Pete & Carlie on Sandale 
(Photo by Jonathan Toulmin) 
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Northern Trial Saturday 14 
February 2015 
by Roger Morris 
 
START: HOPES AUCTION MART, 
WIGTON 
Arrive at start 06.50. Five star facilities. 
No problems with scrutineering or 
paperwork. Riding with Roger Gill No 1 
and I’m No 2. 
 
Time 08.03 – Always pleased to start 
after travelling to the event. Just a gentle 
potter around the lanes. What could go 
wrong!! A clear blue sky, quite mild so 
wearing light gloves and rain jacket 
stowed on bike. About 7 miles to the first 
section. 
 
SECTION 1: CARLISLE GATE LANE 
On arrival the marshals had a team 
removing a fallen tree before the section 
could open. Ten minutes wait while job 
was done with a hacksaw. Thank you to 
Chris Breen and his team. This section is 
a rutted track, slight uphill, for bikes not 
too difficult. Rode the centre, with vehicle 
tracks either side for if you wander! 
Section end all ok. This lane continues for 
another mile off road which is good 
practice for later on, and for checking the 
tyre pressures are working ok. 
Ten miles on the road, lovely views of hills 
and villages.  
 
1ST SPECIAL TEST: SETMURTHY 
Off road in the forest. Start line ‘A’ 
Immediate left turn, short straight, 360% 
round a cramped cone area, and stop 
astride line ‘C’. Footing not penalised? 
Not something you can ‘have a go’ at for 
me! 
 
SECTION 2: WATCHILL 
Quarter of a mile up hill. (this was very 
slippery last year!) A ride through trees, 
guided by tape. Up the hill. Route divides 
by class. I go right to the top of the hill. 
Section ends onto open heath land path. 

All ok. Forest road 1 mile past section 4 to 
section 3. 
 
SECTION 3: TELFS CHALLENGE 
Start with front wheel up bank – rear 
wheel in drainage ditch! Looks slippy but 
all clear –Go! The rear wheel spun and I 
did not go! Got away after reversing 4 
feet. Very disappointing – 12 marks gone! 
Shall I go home now?!  Half a mile 
through wood to forest road, and back to 
section 4. 
 
SECTION 4: BLACKHOLE 
Yes it is black! Up the hill under a thick 
canopy of trees. A restart is required here 
so a steady set off – to give me time to 
think where to stop! Stop ok. Flag down 
go up steep climb to ‘ENDS’. All ok. 
Reverse back to turn as you have to go 
back down the section to get out. One 
and a half miles forest track to rejoin the 
road. Ride on road to the next section. 
Highlights are the snowdrops in St. 
Barnabas Churchyard! 
 
SECTION 5: LOW BRATHWAITE WOOD 
Just one section in the wood by the side 
of the road. The start from the road 
through the gate, up a small incline – can 
be slippy joining a level rutted road. In 
200 yards road turns right up the hillside 
which can be very slippy. This year it was 
ok so past the ‘ENDS’ ok. Turned round 
and rode back to the road again. 
 
Set off for the ride to Whinlatter. A road 
run with an off road detour. Checked in at 
Darling How Gate Forest. Thank you to 
Penrith Lions. One mile forest road. At 
this stage we are running early so the 
next section is not open. This was treated 
as lunch break. Lots of banter under the 
blue sky and warm sunshine, plus 
magnificent views.  
 
SECTION 6: FOREST YUMP 
Forest tree-lined track, all ok. (Apologies I 
can’t exactly remember the full details, but 
I came through it OK!) 
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SECTION 7: DARLING HOW 
This is a long section, if wet, difficult at the 
start and the trees ‘grabbing’ at the 
handlebars whilst you are riding. Left or 
right wheel track. Gets easier after 
crossing. Turn left at top for run down for 
half a mile back to the crossing. Very well 
organised with temporary ‘gate’ manned. 
Thanks to all involved. 
 
SECTION 8: SHEEPFOLD 
Start of forest track, up the hill. Restart not 
far from the start. On straight, pulled away 
ok. Turns left across camber of hill with 
tree roots for 100 yards. Quite dry to the 
end, all ok. Ride back on the forest track, 
left on main track for Section 9. 
 
SECTION 9: ULLISTER HILL 
This is an uphill track used by forest 
workers. It is a dead end, as the gradient 
gets too steep for vehicles, but the section 
goes beyond the track end, uphill. After 
section end it is difficult to turn round on 
camber for the run back down section, for 
the return out to Darling How Gate, 
manned. 
 
On the road for two miles past Whinlatter 
Visitor Centre and turn right into Revelin 
Moss car park, through manned gate to: 
SECTION 10: TWEEDLEDUM (also 
Tweedledee – section 14) 
 
On the first visit the section was blocked 
off by a 4 wheel drive car half way which 
turned competitors left and up a steeper 
climb to section end. Riders return down 
section in small groups. Well done to all 
marshals. Short ride on forest track to: 
SECTION 11: LONG CRAG  
 
This is a somewhat overgrown uphill road 
to nowhere! Again the trees ‘grab’ at the 
handlebars making it hard to stay in the 
chosen track; the middle is also not easy if 
you go off course. You ‘drop in’ the track, 
so 5 marks lost here! Short ride to next 
section. 
 

SECTION 12: LADYSIDE 
Stan Peel is in charge here. (Check out 
The Yorkshire Dales Classic Trial –
Sunday 10th May 2015 – Stan is part of 
the organising team – website is 
www.apmcc.co.uk) Another great day out 
on the bike. Enter section through a ‘dark 
tunnel’ of fir trees and hope for the best! 
The ‘no restart’ in route book was 
cancelled! You will have a restart!! We 
were informed at the start line! Rode ok to 
restart in left track and the restart was on 
a left turn uphill. Very slippy. ‘Paddled’ the 
rest of the section, 4 more marks lost! 
Other riders were also having trouble. 
Well done if you had a ‘clean’ here! Rode 
back out of section with 4 other riders.  
 
Then a forest track ride to: 
SECTION 13: SWINESIDE 
A gentle slope up grassy bank in a cutting 
all ok, until top of section where it turns off 
the track and up a six foot bank finishing 
on a slope with a thick tree line and no 
way out! My Kawasaki 250 had cleaned 
the bank with ease, now the hard part– 
getting down! 
 
Tried to turn round and go down forward, 
bike went backwards, off the ledge 
depositing me on my back under the bike! 
Not a good situation to be in! Took a few 
minutes to sort myself out – not my 
favourite section!! 
 
2ND SPECIAL TEST: HOBCARTON 
This was a standard special test. Start at 
line A when flag drops stop astride line B, 
stop astride line C to stop the clock. A little 
care required but all ok. 
 
SECTION 14: TWEEDLEDEE 
On arrival this section was not open, as 
cars were attempting Section 10 and only 
half the entry of cars had gone through. 
The bikes would have to wait. Watched a 
couple of cars make their attempt, so as 
no further cars were waiting, the Section 
was altered for a straight run uphill under 
the trees. First half well rutted. Second 
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half better track but very steep. All ok. 
Rode down and out of section with four 
other riders. Well done to marshals for 
handling two sections in one (10/14) 
Return to Revelin Moss car park and onto 
road heading for Keswick, as fuel 
required. This is about 4 miles extra off 
route. Garage in route book were without 
fuel! On then to the next garage through 
Keswick. All ok here, fuelled up and a 
coffee, sun still shining! 
 
Back to route and a lovely ride round 
Bassenthswaite Lake and through 
villages for the last section. 
 
SECTION 15: SANDALE 
A little used green lane, wet, muddy, and 
a steady gradient but long. Would love to 
get a clean here sometime!! I cannot get 
past the ‘stop-box’ – 5 marks lost! Parked 
up and walked back to watch the Alvis car 
attempt this section. What a great car! 
 

From Sandale the views are magnificent, 
under the blue sky with a little snow on 
very high ground, i.e. Skiddaw. The last 
section completed so just a 10 mile ride to 
the finish, with views to the Solway Firth. 
 
At the finish, sign off, time 1600 hours. I 
was still with Roger Gill, No 1. He had had 
a good ride with only 9 marks lost. I 
finished on 25! Just a great day on the 
bike. Really good food was available at 
the finish, steak pie, chips & peas for me, 
with a pot of tea and scoops of ice cream. 
Thank you very much to the ladies in the 
kitchen. I think it kept us going knowing 
there would be good food at the end! 
 
Thank you to all the Fellside Auto Club 
marshals, observers, controllers & 
headquarters. 
 
If you did not ride this year, go along next 
year! You will have a great day. 
 

The 2015 Northern Trial 
by Kathy Martin 
 

A  busy week was had before 
finally leaving for the exciting 
trip ahead. Humphrey the 
Honda was treated to a new 

rear wheel, built on Wednesday by Shaun 
and Ian, and then an MOT on Thursday 
by Ireland's motorcycles saw me with a 
green light. So I left at 7am Friday, had 
an awesome trip up until catching up a 
little blue Ford Escort near Preston, who 
was holding up HGVs through lack of 
right foot, hit pedal flat to floor and hold 
on to the circle in front. Yes it was my 
Dad, Sticker Martin and Mandy. I had 
great pleasure in ripping the p out of him 
when we stopped at a service "Hold on 
dad, I'm just gonna wipe the flies off the 
back of your car, they caught you up!" 
And "I'll give you £20 to get a shifty on, 
I've two more gears to use in the van yet" 
plus more, however...  

We found the B&B, all got in the van to 
find the start venue. Well, we saw a local. 
A small staggering, oldish woman, who 
wasn't in a hurry, so I stopped the van 
and according to dad nearly ran her over, 
however asked for directions. She 
obliged, with lots of ummmms, like being 
at the docs, we trusted her judgement 
and set off. After two minutes Mandy said 
"Did you smell the whiskey on her" yep 
we both agreed she'd had good intentions 
but was better off back at the bar! We did 
find a sober lady who was spot on, result.  
 
So back to the B&B it was, not saying 
where it was as it was first class and I 
wanna book it for next year! Hahaha. 
Wonderful woman, persuaded her to 
cook us a panini then shower and in bed 
by 9.pm. 6.30 saw us eating breakfast 
then arrived at the start in the dark 
around 7am. POPS, what a man. He 
certainly woke me up chatting about the 
TT races, yep he noticed the small sticker 
that Humphrey carries. Top man, gave 
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me one word advice for the day which 
was ‘relax’. I'd been told to watch a past 
You Tube video of the trial. Well if I'd of 
seen that before I entered, then I 
probably wouldn't have gone. Blimey it 
looked well hard, slippery deep rutty 
peaty mud, right up my street really, but I 
had negged myself out of it. When I 
walked in to sign on my heart was 
banging out of my chest. This is not like 
me, darn You Tube!!!!!  
 
So the start happened with a very polite 
young man on the start gate. I couldn't 
really hear him with my helmet on, and I 
thought he was calling me darling. Bit odd 
I thought, but he was referring to a restart 
cancellation on a section called Darling!!! 
I waited after the start for Phil Sanders 
who had agreed to ride with me. Within a 
couple of miles I found myself screaming 
'weeeeeeee' as aboard my trusty steed, 
Humphrey, found ourselves zooming 
down a tarmac road with blind brows init, 
feeling like a kid pedalling flat out on a 
bicycle then taking feet off the pedals just 
four the thrill of it. Oh this is fun.  
 
Then we arrive at section 1. My heart 
starts banging at this point, but I'm trying 
not to let on to Humphrey. So Phil goes, 
then it's my turn. So this is it. I press the 
button and in true Honda style, he fires 
up. I give him a couple of blips to clear his 
throat and we set off. Can't begin to tell 
you how much I was crappin it, but then I 
heard POPS in my mind, the kind man 
with a gentle face, as I picked my foot up 
off the floor to mount the peg the words 
"RELAX" so I did. And I fell off ... No not 
really, just joking!! First clean under my 
belt and from then on the Northern Trial 
was my friend. 
 
As some of you may know, I'm not a girly 
girl, I am partial to a bit of mud like the 
rest of you lot, so feminine words may be 
few, but the scenery.... Wow, 
breathtaking, omg, stunning, fabulous, 
whatever word floats your boat I'm sure 

we all agree the countryside was 
shamayzballsingly superb. Loved it and 
that absolutely made the trial my favourite 
so far...... Except there's always one. 
Mick Whitehouse. We were stood 
enjoying the sunshine in some woods, 
when the ground rumbled. "Mick I heard 
that" I said, he replied, "I tried to squeak it 
out quiet". "Well you didn't and I'm off to 
stand up wind of you!!" He grinned. Oh 
I've gotta tell you this.  

We went for fuel with Mick as his bike has 
an egg cup for a fuel tank, unlike top lad 
Humphrey who only uses an egg cup full 
the whole trial! However, after Phil and I 
stuffed our faces with yummy chocolate, 
crisps and a drink while waiting for Mick 
to visit two garages, we all left together. 
Mick in true gentleman style regularly 
checked I was behind. They two we're flat 
out (ok so that's only about 45mph) about 
quarter mile in front of me. Upon a long 
sweeping right handler Mick looks behind. 
Oh dear. As he looked behind his bike 
didn’t make the curvature of the road And 
just past a junction mounted the curb, 
rode along the grass, dodged a massive 
road sign and jumped back onto the road. 
It was absolutely hysterical from where I 
was, looked like a cartoon, road runner or 
something. I almost wet myself and I had 
uncontrollable laughter for about 6 miles. 
If only you could have seen it.  

I don't know much about other people on 
this trial, but I'll just tell you this. Sticker 
said to Mandy that he'd like a cheese 
sandwich cos he was really hungry. So 
she handed him a banana. It was a very 
black squishy banana, which he ate. 
Then he asked for the sandwich so she 
passed him some crisps. He ate them. 
Long story short, Mandy's reply was "Well 
we have got sandwiches but we left them 
at the B&B". Dad replied "Oh WE did did 
WE!!!" So the food at the end went down 
dad’s hatch very quickly, oh and the 
banana was from two trials ago, found 
randomly in the car. Well 10 outta 10 for 
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improvising Mandy! The exam paper at 
the end was easy initially as it was circle a 
number. A bit like dot to dot. I like them. I 
stumbled after this long day when they 
started asking me what I did and didn't 
like. Well I'm sure you will of guessed it, I 
loved it all, all the hills and especially the 

people. They were so friendly and made 
this excursion so much fun. So thank you 
Fell Side Auto Club, another fantastic 
memory to add to my collection. 

Holsworthy Motor Club 
Chairman's Trophy Trial 

by Mick Whitehouse 
 

H olsworthy's new cattle market 
provided a new start venue for 
this year with plenty of hard 
standing for parking and good 

cafe, a promising start. After scrutineering 
and signing on ready for the start, I met 
with my riding companion Chris Lidstone 
and we set of at 09 20am just as the rain 
started, lovely. 
 
Section 1, Rolly Polly, a nice straight up 
starter section, no problems here. 
 
Section 2, Smallbrook Woods, a bit of a 
tester this one, you could easily get 
caught out in the ruts to start with but 
once through the ruts you just had to be 
aware of the marker posts and get to the 
end. Chris cleaned this one and I picked 
up a one at the end. 
 
Section 3, Leigh Woods, simples, straight 
forward easy climb. 
 
Section 4, Gullijohn, a real point taker this 
one only five cleans from thirty two solos. 
We had a diversion to the left two thirds of 
the way up the hill out of the rut onto wet 
grass. Chris had a seven I had a five. 
 
Section 5, Old Rocky, a gentle run up the 
rocky track, not to much to catch you out 
on this one. 
 
Section 6, Crossleigh, a solo only section 
with trails marking it could catch you out if 

you got in the wrong gully, caught me for 
a dab but Chris cleaned it. 
 
Section 7, Ivyleaf Woods, the first of four 
subs in the woods sections 7 and 8 were 
fairly straight forward with gentle climbs. 
Section 9 had a harder climb with 
exposed roots and a short sharp right 
hand turn to the end cards which caught 
several riders out. Section 10 was 
another gentle climb with a left hand turn 
near the top. We both cleaned the woods 
sections. 
 
Section 11, Water Gap, this section had 
eased since last year, “the gap” was 
easier to negotiate (or I am getting 
better). Once again we both cleaned the 
section. 
 
Special Test 1, Darracott, if we weren't 
already wet enough this short burst 
through the river drenched us. Mediocre 
times for us both. 
 
Lunch stop, a welcome break and time to 
refuel our wet bodies. Bacon or sausage 
bap, piece of cake, mug of tea all for 
£5.00, with all proceeds going to cancer 
research. Can't be bad, but I must 
mention that when I were a lad my first 
take home pay packet contained £4 2s 
7d. There was time to catch up on how 
others were doing. Steve Grinter, Andy 
Kearns and Matt Tilley were still clean 
with the rest of us somewhere between 
three and twenty seven. Chris and I were 
both on seven but we knew what was 
coming next!! 
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Section 12, Lynton Field 1, a slippery, 
rutted gentle climb, doesn't look much but 
always takes points. Six for me and four 
for Chris. 
 
Section 13, Lynton Field 2, a bike only 
section with trails marking, looks nothing 
until you are riding it, if you got 35 to 40 
yards into it you were doing very well, 
everybody had a five except Keith Ring 
who had a brilliant clean on his Gas Gas 
Pampera. 
 
Section 14, Kevin’s Climb, another bike 
only section with trails marking, it was 
very slippery and twisty with short sharp 
climbs. Only six cleans here, I was one of 
them, Chris collected a three. 
 
Section 15, Putshole 1, started off a 
gentle climb then got steeper with nasty 
steps and exposed roots, only two cleans 
here from Thorne Pett and John Luckett. 
Chris got to the two marker and I got to 
the three marker. 
 
Section 16, Putshole 2, a rutted, rooty 
climb with a deviation to the right for the 
solos, more roots and steeper. Cleans for 
us both. 
 
Section 17, Cutliffe Lane, a gentle climb 
up the track without incident. Cleans all 
round. I would like to mention the rain 
here, it got heavy! 

Special Test 2, Hackmarsh, an 'S' shaped 
test, start on line 'A' stop astride line 'B' 
immediately go and stop astride line 'C'. 
We both achieved average times. 
 
The ride to section 18 was awful the 
journey along the A39 was painful, the 
rain was cold and stung like needles. 
 
Section 18, Orchard Rise, a new section 
for this year which went into a water bog 
and up a grassy climb that could easily 
make you lose traction. We both cleaned 
this. 
 
Section 19, Lamberal Splash, another 
new section for solos and class 8 only, 
trails marking for the solos. We started on 
the lane than had a hairpin to the left and 
a short climb to a right hand hairpin 
ending in a sharp left turn up the track. 
Very slippery and grassy. Chris had a 
three and I had a one. 
 
Section 20, Mill Track, started on the 
track then sharp left up a grassy climb. 
We both cleaned it. 
 
A 3 mile ride back to The Bradworthy Inn 
for sign off. We were cold and wet but it 
was still a very good trial. A special 
thanks must go to the observers and 
officials for standing out in the bad 
weather all day. 

Torbay Trial Report, Sunday 
22nd March  
by Duncan Stephens 
 

D ave Haizelden had kept us all 
up to date through Facebook 
with entries and the section 
clearing updates. A wonderful 

entry of 100 competitors, however this 
was soon reduced to 90 with none 
starters including James Shallcross who 
found he had no MOT on the 205. Dean 

Partington was a popular man with lots of 
quizzing about his new car (DP Eskape), 
having turned up in the Wasp after a 0415 
start from Derby. Having found the rear 
axle of his Cannon was falling out, Nick 
Farmer had a troubled day sourcing four 
different alternators for the Fugitive to 
eventually get one that charged at over 
15V, but was happy to make the start.  
 
Cars were despatched in batches of five 
at ten minute intervals, following the 
Stroud initiative, however the road down 
to Combehead Copse was soon full of 
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trials cars. This saw class 7 & 8 have a 
restart on the tree roots which no one got 
off, many of whom had struggled to get to 
the restart to stop where they wanted. 
The lower classes had no restart, and 
saw eight climb out of the top. Across the 
road was the special test with Trine 
Selwood loitering in the woods with a stop 
watch instead of the usual camcorder, 
what did the family (and surrogate son 
Nick) do Monday night instead?! Further 
down the track was John Grants Lane 
which saw everyone struggle on the 
deviation last year, but only three class 8 
fail this year so didn’t cause the marshals 
too many headaches.  
 
After a steady 9 miles came Trago Hills 
with two different restarts, which seemed 
to catch the first three cars on the brow, 
or maybe they all had big wheelies. By 
the time class 7 arrived with the lower 
restart, which saw lots of wheelspin, then 
grip and Dick Bolt showing the 
photographer the underside of the Pop. 
 
Now the challenges really started with 
Gale Farm, a worthwhile field section. Set 
very wide with a number of different lines 
available. When we arrived, with a bit of 
queue jumping to get back in order having 
been changing punctured and spinning 
tubes we were back in order. Simon 
Groves was the only class 8 to get to their 
restart, and climb the hill using Dick Bolt’s 
very powerful old Escort Crossflow. Nick 
Farmer nearly managed to get to the 
restart for a 3, while Duncan Stephens 
managed a 4 in the Melos to take the 
class 7 lead. Later on the Escorts were 
very committed and singing to climb up to 
a 3s and 4s on another different line. 
Class 1 received scoring relief here and 
on Wooston that meant the best in the 
class scored a zero, another useful idea 
employed by the organising team.  
 
Off in the direction of Simms, but a stop 
off for Ramshorn Ramp which had three 
different restarts proving exceptionally dry 

and grippy. Adjacent, crossing the stream 
into the woods was Patrick’s Eternity. This 
is a long section climbing a good way up 
amongst the trees. Simon Hamer in his 
MX5 fresh from kissing a tree on the 
previous hill stopped right at the top for a 
one, although a few failed towards the 
bottom.  
 
Next came a trip through Islington, while 
we were all awake and with it for once, 
and down to Simms and the start of tyre 
pressure restrictions. Class 8 were on 
20psi, with the top restart. Exceptionally 
dry it only caught Brian Partridge and a 
couple of others in 8. Three of class 6/7 
failed the lower restart just at the bottom 
of the step, but all of class 1-5 went out of 
the top!! Immediately after came Tipley, 
which seemed rather wetter and way 
more slippery just at the restarts. Again 
on comparable limits classes seven and 
eight had the troubles of the top restart, 
only Simon Groves, Carl Talbot, Nick 
Farmer, Ian Davis and Phil Potter got off 
in class 8, while Duncan Stephens and 
Dick Bolt powered off in 7, to Dick’s 
surprise as he wasn’t convinced later on. 
Not sure how David Golightly managed to 
drop a one though.  
 
We now had a long 17 miles on the road, 
with the only fuel stop, written in the 
routecard in bold, capitals and underlined 
“(don’t miss it Fran)”, sounds like there is 
a story behind that, but as he was one of 
the none starters perhaps he had run out 
of fuel on the way. During this 17miles we 
trundled up Waterworks that was used by 
the MCC for 60years until 1993. Lunch 
was taken at Woodleigh Coach House 
and the car park was very busy with 
people changing tubes in the sunshine. 
The cars were still glistening in the sun, 
but after the Kingswell complex this 
wasn’t to be the case. Despite the lunch 
halt there was a fair wait for Kingswell 
lane as marshals moved from the morning 
hills to the afternoon. Harvey Waters was 
seen on the bridge over the A38 in his 
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high viz coat flashing a battery impact gun 
slowing the traffic down.  
 
For those that don’t know Kingswell Lane, 
it isn’t steep, but by goodness is it deep 
and muddy. The majority of class 8 got up 
it in second gear. Class 7 saw Julian 
Dommett (who had changed tyres for the 
afternoon), Dick and Simon Riddle all 
climb, and Dudley went out the top, all 
with 15” or bigger wheels. Duncan 
Stephens and Pete Hart, were flat in 2nd 
on 25psi and could only plough their ways 
to a four. No six made it up, but seven 
class 5 made it up including Stephen 
Kingstone  (Midget) and Phil Tucker in the 
TR3A!!! What’s the secret guys?! All of 
class 2 went out of the top, but the 
Escorts ground to a halt at five 
consistently, then Nigel Oakley got out in 
his Saab.  
 
Immediately after was Upper Kingswell 
with a restart and deviation for some. The 
deviation saw most of class 8 get through, 
but none of 7 look at it. With the odd 
exception most of the rest of the field 
climbed this as it wasn’t as deep at the 
bottom as normal. A few hundred yards 
further was Palfreys, which starts on a 
track, and turns ninety right into a field 
and a long climb up afterwards to the top. 
Stars here were Adrian Dommett, Sticker 
and David Golightly who were the only 1-
5s up. Nick Farmer, Aaron Haizelden and 
Duncan Stephens were very disappointed 
to tickle posts under the watchful eyes of 
some Stroud marshals.  
 
Onto the woods were Wooston is found, 
but first Hitchcombe Hill with a very tough 
restart for class 8, which saw only two get 
off. The hill only stopped five others in the 
whole entry. Now to proper Wooston! A 
high startline meant a fairly short run at 
the bends before the straight climb up 
and beyond before a surprise at the top 
with an extra bit on top of the Exeter 
Wooston. Class 8 had the added 
challenge of restart too on the extra bit, 

but class 7s had been dropped. Novices 
had the option to go the easier route at 
the bottom for a 9. A couple of 8s saw the 
new exit route, as did the two leaders in 
class 7, the overall winner, and Kevin 
Sharp who was having a great day in his 
X90. After a long wait at the top, Nick 
Farmer arrived having fixed his two 
punctures to have a knocking noise. This 
was soon traced to one of the wheels only 
having two loose studs holding it on, 
perhaps Norton was a tad tired from his 
Ten Tors Duke of Edinburgh stroll the 
previous two days. It was brother Jack’s 
turn to ride in the Pop, after all the rest of 
the family have enjoyed the back “seat” 
over the last few weeks.  
 
Down the hill, back up the other side and 
over to Annie’s Steep and Cod Wood. 
Annie’s Steep once again had different 
restarts, with 8 right down the bottom, 
interestingly the same two that got off 
Hitchcombe got off this and again no one 
else. Class 7 at the top enabled Dick to 
power in to the lead. The leading three, 
including an X90, in class 5 went out the 
top and for a tour of the woods along 
Colin Jeffery who was trying to claw his 
Palphreys nine back from the tired looking 
blue car. Cod Wood had had some 
serious clearing, but with no pressure 
restrictions Dick pulled a wheelie off the 
restart and was the only seven up. Adrian 
Dommett slipped up here dropping a five, 
and slipped a place overall to third as a 
result, after the two MGs in the class 
climbed out of the top.  
 
With section 16 cancelled before we 
started we had a long 11 miles back to 
adjacent to first hill of the day, and 
Coombehead Creek. Again there was a 
restart for 6 – 8. Simon Groves flattened 
the restart board costing him the overall 
win, Dean tried a pirouette on the restart, 
while Brian Partridge was the only 8 off 
the restart. With a couple of pounds 
advantage, four got off in class 7 and 
Andrew in 6, who went onto take a big 
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class win over Stephen Glover. Sticker 
tried to throw his class away with a 3, but 
with equal test times with Colin Jeffery 
they shared the class award. Ken Bassett 
tried to exhaust Liam in the be back on 
Annie’s Steep to eventually stop for a 1 
after nearly two minutes of crawling and 
finished just a point behind at the end. 
 
David Golightly won the trial from class 5 
in his Moreton and Brett, becoming 
another different class 5 winner of the 
year with just seven points dropped on 
Gale Farm and the aforementioned 
Tipley. Stunning. Well done David, and 
obviously worth the trip from Grimsby.  
 
Simon Groves wheelied his way to 
second with just 10 points, well clear of 
Dean Partington and the next six 
competitors covered by less than ten 
points in the class. Nick was told by 
Norton that they hadn’t climbed a hill after 
Upper Kingswell, having only failed two 
beforehand, what a way to encourage 
your driver. Adrian Dommett, finished third 
overall on 12, ahead of Dick on 18. Next 
was the car on stilts, Ian Facey, also on 
18 who was worried he was beaten by an 
X90 who actually finished a point behind. 
Well done Kevin Sharp, who received the 

best Japanese Award. Andrew Rippon 
slipped into sixth also on 19, making it five 
different classes in the top six. The 
Escorts didn’t make it into the top ten, 
though their best performances would 
have been fourth overall with 12 points. 
Luke Blaber won class one after the 
retirement of Nick Cleal halfway, while 
Julian Dommett won the clubman’s 
section, but had finished a lowly sixth in 
class 7.  
 
What happened to Carl Talbot who hadn’t 
been beaten all year, fourth in class and 
18th overall, compounded with stopping 
short of the Ramshorn Ramp restart. It 
proved quite a tough day with 12 
retirements in the car section during the 
afternoon.  
A great day, with a great mix of sections, 
restarts and pressure limits keeping us all 
on our toes. Well done Dave H, Keith and 
the team of marshals, many of whom did 
double stints on a long day. Thankfully the 
sun was out making it much more 
enjoyable for them. Seventeen hills 
proved not to be over ambitious, as I 
doubt many competitors did the last hill in 
the dark. No doubt an early entry will be 
needed in 2016.  
 

Torbay Trial 2015 
by Peter Adams 

 

W eather was dry and warm 
and we enjoyed the trial. Our 
intercom stopped working 
half way round making 

communication very difficult as I am hard 
of hearing anyway. New ones purchased 
when we got home, as being able to 
communicate easily makes the trial a 
much more pleasant experience for us. I 
rode the outfit to start as it was just down 
the road from home. Well organised event 
again, no waiting around and timings spot 
on for us. Lunch stop is good, which is 
much appreciated when you are cold and 

hungry. I really like this trial, but do have 
issues with a small group of sections. We 
did better than last year, which is always 
a bonus. 
 
Coombehead Copse. Much drier than 
last year, so we managed to get up into 
the trees this time. 
 
John Grant's Lane. Really rutted and 
hard pushing outfit out of the section 
when we came to a stop. 
 
Trago Hills. We enjoyed this section, a 
bit technical to make you think, but not 
over the top like some day trial sections 
are made. 
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Gale Farm. We got further up than ever 
before. 
 
Ramshorn Ramp. It was the same here, 
got up a little further than usual. 
 
Patrick's Eternity. We managed to 
actually get going on this one and even 
got a glimpse of what we'd been missing 
for years. It certainly does go on forever! 
 
Simms. First time for cleaning this one, 
but a couple of scary moments on the 
way up, so it was with more of a sigh of 
relief than a whoop, whooping when we 
reached the top. 
 
Tipley. I like Tipley, but it's a 50/50 hill for 
us. I cleaned it on the Exeter Trial, but not 
on the Torbay Trial. We got past the 
restart, but not much further. 
 
Kingswell Lane, Hate this one, just don't 
see the point. Always have to push the 
outfit out. Just as well get to section starts 
and turn around and go on to the next 
section. 
 
Upper Kingswell, Like the beginning of 
this one, down into the water, but it's hard 
enough for us without the added water. 

Have to always push out of the muddy 
slope. Just exhausts us and makes us hot 
and bothered. 
 
Palfreys.  This is another one where we 
might just as well arrive at section starts 
and then just go on to next section. Hate 
it! 
 
Hitchcombe Hill. Is very steep and made 
up of loose rock. Kept going for a clean – 
just as well as we would not have liked to 
have stopped near the top. 
 
Woosten Steep. A great practice run for 
us for the Exeter Trial. Nice and clean 
taking the left hand bend option. 
 
Annie's Steep. A right turn and then up a 
steep bank over tree roots, managed a 
little higher than usual. 
 
Cod Wood. Managed to get all the way 
up to the right hand bend, but this is 
rutted and off camber, so difficult for 
outfits. 
 
Coombes Head Creek. A lot less mud 
than usual, but some exposed tree roots 
stopped progress this time. 

The March Hare Trial 
by David Hunt 

 

D espite a number of 
appearances on the March 
Hare riding shotgun for my old 
school friend, Nigel Jones in his 

MX5, this is only the second time that I 
have driven the event. My wife, Sandy, 
enthusiastically agreed to read the road 
book, stating that it was a not to be 
missed opportunity for her to tell me 
where to go; how could I refuse her! We 
had a great run south from Cheshire on 
the Saturday and a very pleasant 
overnight stop at Nigel's enabling us to 

arrive at the Chequers in plenty of time for 
the formalities to be completed and to 
partake of a very welcome bacon butty 
and cuppa. 
 
The 2015 March Hare was somewhat 
changed from 2013, (2014 was 
cancelled), with the introduction of 
Ivinghoe due to the loss of four sections 
at Binghams Wood and two at Copt Hall. 
This meant the event consisted of 
green laning to start with, some PCT-type 
sections in the middle and two green 
lanes to finish. 
 
Section 1 Alan's Challenge 
It has a fantastic approach over tree 
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roots, large holes and copious amounts of 
mud and water, which was somewhat 
more of a trial than the section itself. A 
short incline up to a hump starts the 
action and then it's fairly plain sailing for 
the rest of the track. So no worries there, 
clean 
 
Section 2 Nortonstreet Lane 
This should have been a straight run up 
the chalky lane with plenty of mud at the 
top but the narrow restart line for classes 
6, 7 and 8 was slightly off centre and also 
part of the section for other classes. A 
glancing blow to the left hand marker 
meant a fail and a score of 6. Looking at 
the results it caught many a competitor 
out too. Rats! 
 
Section 3 Shilley Green 
This was a drive on a farm track over 
fields culminating in a muddy lane at the 
top of the section. Road tyre pressures 
were all that was allowed and it was a 
clean. 
 
Section 4 Long Lane 
The approach to this wide rutted lane is 
across a field having negotiated the large 
hump at the roadside entrance. The left 
hand side of the track was in use this year 
and was not difficult, so another clean. 
The exit route has plenty of standing 
water and mud and we entertained the 
local walkers, who had their cameras out, 
as we splashed our way through. 
 
Section 5 Cress Beds 
The restart at the top of this straight climb 
is positioned to slow competitors to a halt 
in order to cross a road to enter the next 
section. Ian Nute, who I think was the first 
person to start campaigning an X90 (yes 
it's his fault that there are now so many of 
them being used) was on point duty at the 
top. Again we cleaned the section. 
 
Section 6 Water Tower 
Straight after Cress Beds it's into Water 
Tower. This year there was no wait for 

dog walkers meandering down the track 
so it was off on the deceptively easy first 
part which gradually becomes much more 
difficult with holes and tree roots toward 
the restart. Managed to pick a good spot 
and get away for another clean. 
 
At Kensworth the style of the event 
changed to PCT type sections and thank 
goodness it wasn't raining because the 
X90 doesn't like wet grass!  
 
Kensworth Special Test  
A quick blast down a grassy bank, easing 
off to round the B marker and then, with a 
boot full on the right hand peddle, up hill 
to the stop line to record 18.1sec 
 
Section 7 Kensworth 1 
A downhill run to the valley bottom, 
across some mud, then slightly left uphill 
to a 45 right and a climb up the grass 
slope to a 90 left and a short straight to 
the finish was executed perfectly except 
that we clipped the 5 marker on the 45 
right trying to correct some over 
exuberant use of the right foot. Frustrated 
face. 
 
Section 8 Kensworth 2 
The start point was positioned at the far 
end of the site on level ground. A slight 
deviation downhill to execute a left hand 
turn uphill over a bump to the restart line, 
which was positioned on the side of the 
hill in line with the slope by some tree 
roots. We managed to get off the restart 
to score a 3. Congratulations gratefully 
received from Michael Leete who was the 
restart marshal. Big grin. 
 
The lunch halt was at Ivinghoe before the 
second special test of the day and the 
four sections that were laid out there.  
 
Ivinghoe Special Test 
Another blast down hill, under steering 
around the B marker, followed by more 
action on the loud peddle to race back up 
again to record a 21.2, giving a total for 
the day of 39.3. 
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March Hare 
Photos on 
Invinghoe  

 
by Dave Cook 
 
 
 
 
Richard Houlgate 
& Simon Price, 
Marlin 

 
 
 
 
 
 

David & Sandy 
Hunt, Suzuki X90 

 
 

 
Lee Peck & Brian 

Partridge 
 

1st Overall 
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Lands End Trial 
 

Photos by D
 
 

Caroline U

Tony Moyford & Phil Bro

 
 
 
 
 

Paul Studley 
Honda CRF 

 
 
 
 
Simon Oates & 
John Werren 
Triumph Torum 



25 

on Blue Hills 2 

Dave Cook 

Ugalde & Karen Warren 
VW Beetle 

 
 
 

ooking 

 
 
 
 
 
Alan & Matthew 
Bee 
Austin 7 

 
 
 
 

Nigel Jones & 
David Hunt 

Mazda MX5 
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Yorkshire 
Dales Photos  

 
by Dave 

Cook 
 

 
Nick Farmer & 
Harvey Waters 

 
1st overall 

 
 
 
 
 
Fred Mills & Alex 
Jefferson 
Marlin 

 
 
 
David Golightly & 
Carla Smith 
 
1st Class 5 
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Section 9 Ivinghoe 1 
A fairly easy start on an uphill switchback 
section with a steepening right and left at 
the top through some bushes and a 
grassy bank had us a score of 1. Smiley 
faces! 
 
Section 10 Ivinghoe 2 
Again it was a flat start with a climb 
around a right hand 180 turn towards the 
class 7 & 8 restart line before a slight 
deviation to the right and then a sharp 90 
left up a greasy grass slope to record a 3, 
or so we thought, until we realised we had 
missed the slight deviation after the 
restart line. I blame my colour blindness 
for not seeing the red marker. Rats again! 
 
Section 11 Ivinghoe 3 
It was harder than it looked as we 
struggled for grip by the trees after the 
uphill deviation for a 6. 
 
Section 12 Ivinghoe 4  
A downhill approach to a tightening uphill 
left hander onto a grass track was taken 
slowly and surely and managed to find 
enough grip to score a 4. Smiley faces 
again having watched the efforts of 
others. 
 
Section 13 Hawridge Lane 
A narrow tree and hawthorn lined lane 
with an interesting downhill approach to a 
muddy start was the change back to 
green laning again. I remembered this as 
an uphill V shaped lane that doesn't 
present too many problems but we had to 
wait sometime for the FWD cars to 
extricate themselves. Was it going to be a 
problem? More adjusting of tyre 
pressures maybe? A mud bath before the 
start line had the tyres nicely coated and 
we set off to tackle the more difficult than 
I remember beginning but we got through 
to the easier second half and scored a 
clean.  
 
Section 14 Hill Farm 
Shortly after Hawridge Lane came the 

final hill of the day. Another delay and the 
sound of cars on the rev limiter heralded 
the sting in the tail, a well or badly 
positioned restart (depending on your 
point of view!) to test our skills. Another 
mud bath start to a progressively steeper 
lane and the restart line, which was 
positioned by a hole on the right. Well we 
got to the line and stopped OK but that 
was it and no further uphill progress was 
achieved without reversing back for a run 
at it. A fail, and a look at the results 
shows much the same experience for a 
good number of the other competitors. 
Another sad face! 
 
So it was back to the finish to sign off, 
thank the organisers for an enjoyable and 
well organised event and head back up 
North after a pleasant day driving the 
wilder parts of the Chilterns. Thank 
goodness the weather stayed fine until we 
finished loading Nigel’s MX5 back on the 
trailer.  
 
The March Hare is a favourite event of 
mine, which I hope to do again next year. 
Now IF only I wasn't colour blind and 
hadn't clipped the marker it might have 
been a different result. IF is a small word 
with a big meaning that we all know about 
in motorsport, but for me it was all about 
taking part and enjoying the Craic! 
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Lands End Trial 2015 – A tale 
of good luck, bad luck, good 
riding and not such good riding 

by Phil Hingley 
 

T his year, there were four 
members of our group 
participating in the Land’s End 
Trial. I was riding my Triumph 

500, my brother Ian was on his BSA 
Victor 441, Pete Smith was on another 
BSA 441 and Richard May was riding his 
Suzuki DR350. We set off on the 93 mile 
run from Plusha in Cornwall, heading for 
the main Control at Bridgwater Rugby 
Club. At the route check at Bow, between 
Jacobstowe and Copplestone, Smiffy 
discovered a huge puddle of oil under his 
bike. The oil filter had come loose and 
was easily tightened, but it must only just 
have happened, judging by the amount of 
oil on the ground and the amount still 
remaining in the tank. Had the route 
check been on the far side of Crediton, as 
it had been in previous years, the oil 
would all have been lost and the engine 
would have seized. 
 
The club recommend a fuel stop at 
Bridgwater services, but I prefer a garage 
in Taunton where petrol is cheaper. This 
year, the official route through Taunton 
had been changed, bypassing ‘my’ 
garage, so we stopped at the first garage 
we came to on entering the town. Again, 
there was another large pool of oil under 
Smiffy’s bike but this time; the tank must 
have been nearly empty because he had 
to buy 3 litres of oil to refill it. That is over 
5 pints in English, and the tank holds … 
about 5 pints! His engine would have 
seized if we had we ridden much further 
before stopping for fuel. 
 
The filter didn’t leak all over the floor of 
the scrutineering bay at Bridgwater, so 
Smiffy’s bike passed that, and then he 
was able to make a lasting repair using a 
couple of cable ties that he happened to 
find lying about in the car park! 

The oil leak turned out to be a minor 
precursor to our biggest problem on the 
event which really started at Riverton. 
Ian’s bike had already stopped 
inexplicably about 10 yards into the first 
section at Felon’s Oak but we had 
thought nothing of it. At the end of the 
lane above Riverton, I must have waited 
about 45 minutes for the others to 
appear. Other riders told me that the lads 
were having difficulty starting one of the 
BSAs. Eventually, Rich and Smiffy 
appeared, saying that Ian’s bike had 
become very hard to start. They had got it 
going but it had stopped again in the 
section and Ian was now stuck at the side 
of the track by the restart box. 
 
We were debating how we could help him 
when Ian eventually appeared under his 
own power but his engine stopped as he 
approached us. It would not start again 
and to compound matters, the kickstart 
spring had broken. We changed the spark 
plug, HT lead and coil and still could not 
bump start it. So reluctantly, we had to 
leave Ian to yet another retirement. He 
has had far more than his fair share of 
those over the years! 
 
By now, we were about 90 minutes late 
and running amongst the cars. We got 
past a lot of them in the queue for 
Sutcombe, which we all cleaned, but 
several overtook us again while we 
stopped for tea and cake at the top, and 
for fuel in Bradworthy. We got past most 
of them again in the queue for Cutliffe 
Lane. This section was proving to be a 
challenge and a big delay was building 
up. Smiffy and Rich both kept their bikes 
in the middle of the track and cleaned it, 
but my bike wandered to the left and I 
stopped against the bank. The track had 
been made really slippery by spinning car 
wheels and I fell over twice trying to get 
back aboard the bike. Luckily, a marshal 
held it upright for me and I was relieved to 
be able to set off again and continue 
uphill. I know from experience that the 
escape route downhill is very scary! 
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We all cleaned Darracott, which was a 
long section, observed all the way to the 
top. I failed Crackington almost at the top; 
the bike ran out of speed in 2nd gear. I 
restarted and pulled away easily in first. 
Smiffy has never failed Crackington, and 
cleaned it again this year – hanging onto 
the bike flat out in 2nd gear! And Rich 
footed above the restart box. 
 
Rich and Pete both got up Warleggan but 
I tried to climb the bank almost 
immediately after the first corner, so had 
to take the downhill escape route. It felt as 
if my rear tyre was at about 100 psi! 
 
Laneskin special test went OK, but I was 
caught out by Laneskin section: a straight 
climb on yellow clay, which I climbed well, 
but was caught out by the 180 degree 
right turn at the top, which had me footing. 
Rich did the same, but Superman Smith 
cleaned it easily. 
 
Hoskin Hill was next. My engine stopped 
in the restart box and I had absolutely no 
grip at all when I tried to set off. I thought 
the chain had come off!  So I had another 
ride to the bottom of a section. Smiffy 
stopped in a much better spot than me 
and cleaned it. Based on this, I advised 
Rich to do the same, but he still failed it. 
 
Bishop’s Path test was OK, but on 
Bishop’s Wood section, my bike slid 
backwards from the top to the bottom of 
the restart box – because I had forgotten 
that it is fitted with a device known as a 
back brake!! Among other things, this is 
ideal for helping to prevent roll backs at 
restarts. Despite this, I hope I might have 
got away with it because the front wheel 
didn’t roll out of the box. Rich had a more 

difficult restart than us, which he failed. 
Again, Smiffy had no trouble. 
 
At Bluehills 1, I was still suffering from my 
memory lapse about the existence of the 
rear brake on the Triumph, and couldn’t 
hold the bike in the restart box on the front 
brake alone, fell off and went for a roll in 
the bracken and brambles. The restart on 
Bluehills 2 was on the steep bit right at the 
top of the section, and I footed above it, 
so that was another fail. 
 
Smiffy was on a high at the finish, signing 
off and claiming a Gold. He had ridden 
really well, in a difficult trial. Rich had 
failed four sections, so no award for him, 
and no award for me because let’s just 
say I was having a really off day. But at 
least the three of us finished the trial, 
unlike poor old Ian who had had to be 
rescued once again. 
 
The biggest disappointment came with the 
provisional results. After his outstanding 
ride, Smiffy would have won Class A, had 
he not been delayed helping Ian. This 
year, the Club decided to impose time 
penalties which resulted in him being 
demoted to ‘No Award’. Whatever the 
rights or wrongs of the new timing system, 
it all left rather a sour taste in the mouth. 
 
When the final results were published, we 
found that Smiffy had won Class A after 
all!  The Club were unable to impose the 
time penalties because the wording in the 
Route Card was incorrect.  So he had a 
well-deserved victory.  After all, Smiffy 
was the only entrant in class A to clean 
every section, and he was pretty quick on 
the special tests too. 

 
My Land’s End  

by Mike Pearson  
 

W e started from Cirencester 
this year, the first time for 
quite a number of years after 
a straightforward 

scrutineering. We met up with several old 
acquaintances over a cup of coffee. Then 
my son-in-law navigator and I made our 
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way to the start control at scheduled time, 
and followed our route to Bridgewater, 
calling in at The Beckington check to 
say hello to Arthur Jones and helper. 
Leaving Bridgewater at scheduled time 
made our way, by a different route (having 
not done the Land’s End recently) down to 
the first section at Felons Oak. Whilst 
waiting in the queue lots of engine noise 
and wheel spinning could be heard, so 
assumed there were problems getting off 
the restart, upon approaching the restart 
ourselves we realized a quick decision 
had to be made as to which wheels 
should be planted in the box, fortunately 
for us we made the correct choice as we 
pulled away reasonably easily. 
 
Crook Horn Hill Test was fairly 
straightforward. Arriving at County 
Holding Control found the area crowded 
with dozens of cars and occupants, and 
had problems finding a place to park. 
When eventually given the go ahead to 
move on, we made our way to Barbrook 
Village Hall, where we enjoyed a cup of 
hot soup before adjusting our tyres and 
moving up to Beggars Roost, I cannot 
remember not having a restart on this 
section before. We joined a short queue 
when we arrived at Riverton, the restart 
was ok, another section completed 
successfully.  
 
Sutcombe came next, with plenty of grip 
on the restart, great. At Cutliffe Lane we 
joined an exceptionally long queue, at this 
point we were 1 hour ahead of our 
scheduled time. When we eventually 
approached the hill and with just a few 
cars in front of us it became apparent that 
all the cars were coming back down. 
When the marshal waved us on, we 
decided that attack was the best approach 
(which is not normally my way of doing 
things) but this time it was the right choice 
and we were able to clean the section. 
Now two and a quarter hours late. I 
personally have never seen it so rough, 
and thankful that I did not break anything. 

Darracott, one of my favorite sections, we 
cleaned it to maintain our clean sheet. 
Unfortunately things were destined to go 
wrong from here onwards (very 
disappointed). When I stopped in the 
restart box at Crackington the car slid 
back into a hole, which I had not seen, as 
it was covered by thick mud, I did not 
move forward at all. FAIL. Dropped back 
a couple of feet and drove out of the 
section. Had our break at Wilsey Down 
(no food available, was it like that for the 
competitors in front of us?) We then 
moved onto Warleggan yet another 
disappointment, as again, when the flag 
dropped I didn’t move forward, I had slid 
back into another hole. 
 
Laneskin Junction test, fairly straight 
forward and completed successfully, onto 
Laneskin section (had not done this 
section before) again I had decided to 
attack with great gusto and was lucky to 
clean it. Hoskin Hill came next, I 
managed to clear restart box, but five or 
six yards further on came to a halt. Oh 
dear, not good, NO award this year. The 
next section was Bishops Path test, 
again completed successfully. Bishops 
Wood section, with a restart I have 
managed to clear in the past, but not this 
time. Thank heavens the end is in site, 
Blue Hills 1 here I come. But that awful 
restart beat me again, and I suffered the 
indignity of having to be pulled out by six 
marshals with a rope, my thanks to them. 
Blue Hills 2, what could go wrong here? 
…………..Luckily nothing, as we cleaned 
the hill and the restart. Big sigh, it’s over. 
Sign Off and collect our hard earned 
Finishers Certificate’s.  
 
Looking back it was a very rough and 
difficult trial, and I feel very lucky that I 
had not broken the car, and that I was 
able to drive it home. 
 
Thanks to all marshals and everyone 
involved with the organizing of the trial. 
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Land’s End Trial 2015 
by Peter Mountain 

 

T he knocking exhaust and loose 
Panhard Rod bracket that came 
to notice on the Torbay Trial 
were rectified and the Dellow 

was finally ready to go on Good Friday 
morning. I promised myself a better result 
in the Lands End than the last-in-class 
that I achieved on the Torbay Trial two 
weeks before and the chronic misfire in 
the BMW that caused me to retire before 
the first hill of the Exeter. 
 
The weather forecasts during the 
preceding week had been hopeful, so the 
rain late on Friday afternoon was not 
welcome. At 6.30pm Jim and I set off on 
the uneventful journey to Popham 
avoiding as many motorways as possible; 
motorways in the rain, spray and wind are 
horrible places in a slow open car with 
rear radial and front crossply tyres. The 
thought crossed my mind that if our rulers 
really wanted to cut traffic speeds they 
could ban cars with roofs. 
 
We were first in the queue for 
scrutineering, then signed on and had 
bacon butties for late dinner. 
 
By the time we were off the rain had 
passed and we had a quiet drive down to 
Bridgewater for scrutineering and a very 
welcome early breakfast and mandatory 
rest. 
 
At last we were into the trial proper. 
Running near the end of the trial we had 
no need to worry about arriving early at 
time controls, especially as about eight 
cars had passed us on the road before 
the first hill. 
 
There was a short queue at Felons Oak 
so there must have been a few failures. 
The tiny restart box gave an immediate 
dilemma of which axle to put in the box; I 

chose the back axle and got away cleanly 
even though Jim thought that the back 
wheels had overrun the box – the results 
will tell. Driving across Exmoor was cold 
as usual, reminding me why I have a 
saloon at home especially for MCC night 
runs. 
 
We did the observed test at Crook Horn 
properly this year with a flying finish; last 
year stopping on the C line lost a Gold. 
 
After more travelling across Exmoor we 
arrived at County Gate. I could not work 
out the purpose of the holding control 
here because there were still many cars 
and competitors at Barbrook, but it 
probably reduced the congestion at 
Barbrook earlier in the trial. 
 
Beggars Roost was no problem and the 
lack of a queue showed that this must 
have been the case for most competitors. 
 
At Riverton the queue quickly shortened 
and we were faced with what I call a 
proper MCC hill. The T junction at the top 
of a steep bit of the track and an 
obscured gate across the left side track 
were ready to catch anyone going up too 
fast as they suddenly realised that a 
sharp right turn was required. 
  
There was a wait of at least half an hour 
at Sutcombe so we thought that there 
must have been more than a few failures 
before us. The hill was very much as last 
year and we cleaned it but the restart 
must have been difficult for some of the 
other classes. 
 
On to Hartland and Cutliffe Lane, where 
we queued for at least one and a half 
hours. When we arrived the start of the 
queue was about 10 cars up the tarred 
road before the unmade track to the start. 
We were now in a line of three Dellows 
with another Dellow three cars ahead of 
that. Not a bad turnout for 60 year old 
cars with so few of them manufactured. 
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I was impressed by the Frazer Nash with 
its long wheelbase and small ground 
clearance and more so by David Leigh 
driving the Nash wearing period green 
Barbour jacket and over trousers. 
 
From the top of the hill down to the start, 
cars could be heard failing the observed 
section. When we got closer a few cars 
got up, including one Dellow in front of us. 
The trick seemed to be to go up as quickly 
as possible; unfortunately this put too 
much strain on the gearbox, 1st gear went 
bang and our trial was over. 
 
Thanks to the cheery chief official for his 
offer of a tow to civilization but we found 
that we could move in 2nd gear with lots 
of graunching noises, so we lurched uphill 
to Hartland village to arrange and await 
recovery, passing Eric and Di Wall who 
were carrying out roadside repairs to their 
Dellow at the top of Cutliffe Lane. 
 
At this time, Jim’s partner Jo and her 
daughter Becky were in the process of 

driving down in a comfortable saloon car 
to enjoy the spectacle at Blue Hills and 
then join us for dinner in Bodmin with 
other trialers. We called them and they 
diverted to meet us at Hartland. 
 
After the recovery truck arrived we all 
departed for home. I went with the truck 
expecting to sleep for most of the journey 
but the recovery truck driver was a 
complete entertainment; an excellent 
driver but the font of all knowledge. He 
was convinced that the Dellow was a type 
of Morgan and even told an interested 
bystander in a service station, who 
pointed out the lack of a Morgan radiator 
badge, that Dellows were actually made 
by Morgan. 
 
I enjoyed the third of the trial that we 
managed, so thanks to the organizers and 
observers for their much appreciated time 
and effort. 
 
Now the task of changing the gearbox in 
the Dellow. 

The 2015 Land’s End Trial 
by Matt Bee 

 

E very year the Land’s End trial is 
a test; not just of the vehicle but 
the driver stamina, skill and 
concentration combined.  It’s just 

made that little bit harder when the car is 
84 years old. As a navigator in a 1931 
Austin Seven Saloon, partnering my 
father, Alan, it is certainly not your 
average weekend. 
 
The Motor Cycling Club is famous for its 
long distance classic reliability trials which 
include The Exeter Trial, The Edinburgh 
Trial and The Land’s End Trial. Run since 
the early 1900s the trials are a true test for 
any vehicle and even with the 
advancement of vehicles taking part, the 
challenge is substantial. 

With three different start locations for each 
trial, the competitors complete a reliability 
run of roughly 100 miles to converge on 
the Bridgwater & Albion Rugby Club 
before starting the trial proper. Our 
chosen start of Plusha, is a chance for a 
last cup of coffee and some food before 
being set away at minute intervals.   
 
For most competitors today the run to 
Bridgwater is a fairly straight forward run, 
although in our 1931 Austin Seven 
Saloon, it’s challenging to keep to the 
planned times. Any wrong turn or 
mechanical issue can see us just fighting 
to stay ahead of the course closing car, 
which means, as navigator, the pressure 
is not just on the driver. 
 
So when the starter motor by our feet in 
the cabin seemingly exploded in a hail of 
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sparks, we feared that it just wasn’t going 
to be our day. Nothing at all on second 
attempt at starting the car by the motor! 
Using the starting handle to get the 
engine roaring just got us into the starting 
line in time and we set away praying for 
no more issues! Next stop, Bridgwater 
(hopefully)! 
 
The variety of vehicles is always a 
fantastic sight. There are always 
examples of modified VW Beetles, Ford 
Escorts and Mazda MX5s but even the 
surprise Citroen 2CV sometimes, not to 
mention the interesting selection of bikes 
and sidecars. And when you realise that 
your tiny 750cc engine is battling on the 
same hills as a 3 litre Ford, you feel some 
pride in conquering the same hills in our 
little Austin. 
 
Now we are underway from Bridgwater on 
the trial proper, it’s a twisting route 
through the beautiful Exmoor National 
Park, or at least it would be beautiful if the 
time hadn’t just gone 11:30pm when we 
started.  
 
As a navigator, it’s difficult to stay awake 
now, but with the tiny roads and rarely 
used tracks that form the route between 
observed sections I must try to stay alert 
and focussed. Estimating only 14 hours 
driving left, how hard can that be? 
 
The first observed section, Felons Oak, is 
a wake-up call for certain. A large step 
throws me around a little in the car and 
despite being quite dry, there is clearly 
some moisture in the ground as it is 
surprisingly slippery getting away. But we 
cleared the section and head away please 
that the modified lights both lit the way up 
the narrow track but also didn’t get rattled 
and leave us in the dark, which was a real 
possibility! 
 
The next section, Beggars Roost (first 
used in the Trial in 1922), was rocky but 
straight forward enough and despite 

bouncing from rock to rock as often the 
case in such a light car, we kept moving 
forwards. 
 
Sometimes the dark adds an extra 
element to the observed sections, and the 
next hill, Riverton, was a great example. 
Banked on both sides by looming trees, it 
was a twisting section that didn’t give you 
any clue which way the track went until 
you were almost off the road. Which for 
some reason makes it more fun! 
 
The next section (Sutcombe) was cleared 
with ease, but Cutliffe Lane was much 
more slippery and had some lasting effect 
on the car. We only had to get part way 
up the section (to the A-boards), and only 
just made it, the little power from the tiny 
engine spinning the wheels but keeping 
us moving forward before stopping (the 
provisional results had us as a fail, but 
that was rectified in the final results). 
 
Unfortunately we did find a puncture at 
the top, so had to change the wheel. The 
problem with rocky sections and quite 
high walled tyres is that there is a greater 
risk of pinch punctures, not to mention 
ruining tyres with splits in the sidewall. 
Many a good grippy tyre has had to go 
because of this. 
 
The next issue had us a bit flummoxed 
and worried though. For some reason 
from the top of the stage there was a 
tremendous vibration through the whole 
car, but no clue as to where it was coming 
from! The wheels were all tight, tyres all 
inflated the conclusion was that it has to 
be a build-up of clay and mud on a wheel, 
unbalancing the car – luckily the vibration 
subsided so we only hoped that our 
assumption was correct. 
 
The next section is one of my favourites, 
a long drag with plenty of switchbacks 
that also threw in some rock steps while 
trying to turn to car round each corner. 
But Darracott didn’t stop us, and we were 
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now competing in full daylight, which gave 
us some confidence, with one less drain 
on the battery and the modified lights 
having made it through the night. 
 
Crackington conquered next, despite 
fearing it had been made very slippery 
given right before the start there was a 
ford, and onto Warleggon which was 
pretty damned rough to start with and just 
got rougher on the way up. Watching a 
Suzuki X90 and a Mazda MX5 appear at 
the bottom after both failing filled us with 
trepidation but we got over the rocks and 
managed to just stay upright. The Austin 
Seven Saloon doesn’t have the lowest 
centre of gravity so there’s always a slight 
worry we’ll end up on our side on rough, 
rocky sections, as has happened twice in 
the Exeter Trial held in January. 
 
Into the forest for the next test, which was 
our first official fail of the day. The section 
called Laneskin was just too muddy and 
slippery for the lack of torque the car has. 
With another run we probably could have 
got up, knowing where the grip was, but 
with no walking hills (unless you’re a local 
and can visit them at leisure!) it’s difficult 
to get the right line in one attempt, 
especially after over 18 hours driving 
already under our belt. 
 
Hoskin Hill threw in a little surprise in the 
shape of a chicane just around the first 
right hand bend, which was easily 
negotiated in such a small car, I’d have 
hated to be in anything bigger and tried to 
get through without hitting any markers. 
 
The always intimidating Bishops Wood 
was up next, where about halfway up you 
face an imposing concrete step which 
seems almost vertical. There’s no option 
but to try and let momentum bounce us 
over and hope there’s still traction when 
we land. Our stop and restart position is 
relatively mild compared to other classes 
which stop on the concrete mass you’re 
expected to conquer. 

 
Having enjoyed the drive during the day, 
having taken in coastal and country roads 
of Somerset, Devon and Cornwall, we 
look forward to finishing off on the always 
well spectated Blue Hills sections. 
 
Blue Hills 1 is a muddy challenge but the 
main event is the old mining road up the 
hill. Sometimes it’s a challenge just to get 
to the start line. Taking in the view out to 
sea isn’t really our main focus with the hill 
in view and knowing many don’t make it 
up the final steep ramp. 
 
But yet again we managed to get away 
from the stop and restart and clear the hill 
to spectator applause and on stopping at 
the top, while inflating tyres and checking 
routes, we spend some time chatting to 
impressed spectators about the car, most 
surprised such an old and beautiful 
vehicle is subjected to such abuse!  
 
Now we’re always struggling to keep to 
time during the trials, having the lack of 
speed for any major road drives between 
sections, so we were not too 
disappointing being only an hour or so 
late. Timing was especially important this 
year when we found that the officials were 
being fairly strict on timing of competitors, 
with those being way off their due arrival 
time at the finish having to forfeit any 
awards they were expecting. Some 
motorcyclists who were delayed while 
helping a friend having mechanicals found 
they were not given any awards due to 
their finishing so late. So we were 
especially grateful to have no major 
mechanicals for once. 
 
With the official results came a Silver 
award for only failing the single section, a 
great result given the sparse number of 
awards presented – so when people ask 
why we would subject the Austin Seven to 
such trials, we’ll simply respond “Because 
they’re bloody good cars!” 
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Kyrle Trial 2015 
by Richard Houlgate 

 

I  had to contact Neil Forrest before the 
trial, he commented ‘Hope you again 
enjoy Sunday in the Dean, perhaps 
even with light dust in your throat!’ I’m 

not sure we saw much of the promised 
dust but did agree at the finish that all 
could be resolved with a ‘wee dram’! 
 
Drama on the Saturday lunchtime, Simon 
Price my passenger was in hospital with a 
badly infected finger and they wouldn’t let 
him out to play. Many phone calls later 
(very many thanks to the numerous 
people that I contacted for their help) 
young Harry Painter stepped in to help. 
Harry’s Dad Mike races a supercharged P
-Type MG in the VSCC; Harry won his 
first race at Snetterton last year at the age 
of 16. He has some trials experience and 
was judged fearless enough to deal with 
the steep Kyrle slopes. 
 

We scruted and signed on, ate our bacon 
buttys and drank our tea then on the 
sections.  
 
Pill Box doesn’t seem to be a Marlin hill. 
We set off briskly, kept it in the ruts (which 
is an achievement in itself!) but ran out of 
grip at 3, the cars of Mal Allen and Stuart 
Highwood faring no better. But watching 
on YouTube others drove up as if driving 
to the shops. 
 
Goldsmiths was a long easy hill until the 
restart. For some reason I have difficulty 
positioning the car on restarts and without 
my usual passenger to assist got too far 
to the right and as a consequence failed, 
as did Mal Allen who forgot to stop. 
 
We then had some road miles to do to the 
next group of sections, and it’s always 
good travelling through the Forest of 
Dean especially on a sunny day with the 
first leaves of spring appearing on the 
trees. 

Five hills then come in quick succession, 
fortunately there was some queuing 
allowing hot motors to cool. 
 
Piano Bend has a steep left hander just 
after the start, in the damp conditions of 
previous years I have never been much 
further however this year was much drier 
and the car motored purposefully to the 
top. Coming down again was another 
matter, what seemed easy going up was 
terrifyingly steep going down. 
 
Similarly for Ty’s Trek, this hill can be 
remembered by the blood red tree stumps 
near to the track to be avoided at all 
costs. 
 
Jack and Jill are notorious, two parallel 
tracks up through the woods which seem 
to get steeper and rougher every year. 
Jack comes first, we negotiated the 
bottom bend, planted the right foot but the 
car never seemed to get up the speed to 
get right to the top, just failing at the 2 
marker, I took some comfort from 
watching Dudley Sterry fail at the same 
point, Dick Bolt’s new creation pranced its 
way happily and easily to the top (does it 
really have 200 bhp?). 
 
Jill has a restart for classes 7 & 8. We 
stood and watched as various 
competitors tried it with varying degrees 
of success. Our turn came and on the 
only place to stop the car seemed to have 
the right hand back wheel in a hole and 
the left front wheel in the air. Of course, 
quite reasonably, the car refused to 
move. But others got up. How?! 
 
Over the road to Pludds which has a 
vicious restart which we cleared in 2013, 
we were not to be so fortunate this time, 
and had to reverse down to the bottom. 
We had had a slowly deflating rear tyre so 
took the opportunity to change it; I spent 
some serious money a few years ago on 
a replica Bilstein jack, which is great if the 
terrain is flat but has little lateral stability. 
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Fortunately the road was flat and firm so 
we were on our way in a few minutes. 
 
Bluebell Mine is one of those sections 
that it helps to have done before. A short, 
and in the wet slippery, track leads up to 
a ridge where there is an adverse camber 
hairpin right to catch out the unwary in the 
wet. This year it was easy, but then to the 
class 7 restart. I positioned the car as far 
back as possible, let the clutch up very 
slowly with just a few revs, the back 
wheels span happily but slowly. Gave it 
more boot, but still no movement forward, 
looking at the results there seemed to be 
little difference between classes 7 & 8 
with a little over 40% clear in both cases. 
 
Barty’s Bank is a climb up through the 
forest on damp leaf mould and several 
people were caught out just before the 
restart. We made the restart, I hooked the 
front wheels over the tree root and we 
were away, twisting up through the trees. 
Then a cry of “tree stump”! But it was too 
late, as the Marlin was rocking happily on 
a large stump which although painted red 
was completely invisible to me because of 
the car’s long bonnet. Some heaving and 
shoving produced no result, so out with 
the Bilstein jack. I judged it prudent to sit 
behind the steering wheel whilst the very 
clued up marshal jacked up the car and 
then organised it to fall off the jack 
backwards and clear of the stump. 
 
Danby Lodge was a hill with a simple 
restart followed by a short kick up through 
the trees, most people getting to 1. 
 
Observed test Alfa was for the young, it 
involved a long reverse round a corner 
and I’m sure that the organisers will be 
well aware that turning to reverse is one 
of those things that doesn’t get any 
easier. (I was on a VSCC trial a few years 
ago and spotted an experienced trialist 
marshalling. What happened, I asked? 
Well, he said, I’ve been finding it so 

difficult to turn round to back down 
sections that I’ve stopped trialling. Moral? 
Make sure that you clear the sections!) 
 
A quick sandwich at the rest halt, an 
inspection of tyres and pressures, and a 
technical chat with Stuart Highwood and 
Mark Ensoll about the Marlin’s ability to 
overheat its carburettors and we were off 
to attempt the afternoon sections 
 
The Gulley was a good blast up through 
the woods which everyone cleared, 
however Lambs Well was a different 
matter. There was a sticking point just 
before the top, Dudley Sterry pottered 
through, Duncan Stephens raced, but 
Dick Bolt stopped and smoked in the 
mire. 
 
Our turn came, up to valve bounce in first, 
missed all the trees, aim for the outside of 
the bend with plenty of speed but then… 
the Marlin decided the inside was more to 
its taste and so we ground to a halt. I 
sometimes wonder why the car has a 
steering wheel as it often decides on its 
own course of direction. Perhaps the 
Google driverless car virus has hacked 
the steering rack?  
 
Blaize was easily defeated despite the 
restart.  
 
Special test Bravo was more to my taste, 
the only reversing was in a straight line 
and was a good blast round some 
corners. 
 
Waterworks again was all about the 
restart, we got off but got little further in 
company with most of the field. 
 
Lane End was the last hill with yet 
another restart, this time I stopped on the 
outside of the bend so had no trouble. 
The last stretch of the hill was on a sharp 
right hand bank which we cleared only to 
be confronted with some clown blowing  



37 

Kyrle Trial 
Photos  

by Calvin Talbot 
 
 
 
 

Chris Wall &  
Anneka Cowley 

 
 
 
 
 

Dudley Sterry & 
Chris Phillips 

 
 
 
 

Adrian Dommett 
& Judy Phillips 

 
1st overall 
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up his tyres in the middle of the road. Why 
do people block the road to blow up their 
tyres? 
 
Congratulation to Adrian Dommett on a 
fine win 

Very many thanks to the organisers, 
marshals and land owners for an excellent 
trial, and also to Kevin Sharp for his 
YouTube video. I’d have been in serious 
writing trouble relying on my memory. And 
to my passenger Harry Painter, I’d have 
been lost without him. 

The 2015 Bovey Down Trial  
by Stuart Holton 

 

W e’ve been on a learning 
curve nearly as steep as 
some of the hills we’ve been 
climbing (or not in some 

cases) from the moment I turned up at the 
North Devon Trial in a bog standard 
Suzuki X90 that I’d picked up from Kent 
the day before. Brian Alexander had 
commented that he hoped we hadn’t been 
put off as we hadn’t been able to get 
anywhere that day, far from it; in fact the 
experience just spurred us on.  
 
When I say we I’m talking about myself 
and my co-driver Ian McTaggart bet 
known as Taggy. Our first competitive 
event was the Torbay Trial where we 
found the standard X90 gearing to be a 
little too high, even though we cleared 
Simms that day we later burnt the clutch 
right out on section 13, unlucky for some. 
This gave us the opportunity to reduce the 
gearing and we completed the Land’s End 
Trial managing to get up Blue Hills 2 at 
our second attempt, after failing to get 
enough traction at the first get go.  
 
As new boys we were keen to try to 
advance a little up that learning curve and 
having survived The Land’s End we 
entered the Bovey Down Trial to get some 
more experience. Our start was almost a 
failure to get off the line when we realised 
a few miles down the road we’d forgotten 
the MOT so we had to make a quick about 
turn to collect it. We arrived and went 
straight into scrutineering and were told 

that we had been allocated no.13 but 
when we signed on there was no number 
13 so we ended up running under no. 33.  
 
The Bovey Down had been described to 
us as a great little friendly event where 
you tackle 29 stages in one off road area. 
We’d been a little concerned about 30+ 
cars running around in all directions in one 
area but I have to say that due to the 
superb organisation and great marshalling 
it works.  
 
Our X90 was still running on standard 
suspension and we soon found the best 
plan of attack was to give her all she’d got 
and hit the start of the section hard and 
hope our under body protection would 
enable us to skate over the humps and 
bumps to a point where we could get 
some traction.  
 
Being able to tackle each section more 
than once enabled us to learn from our 
mistakes with the frustration of failing on 
some sections that we’d cleared on the 
previous attempt. The main thing we 
learnt was we needed more ground 
clearance in order to aid traction and 
different suspension so the car grips and 
digs in when it pitches instead of losing 
traction and skidding. We soon learnt that 
the top running X90s were running with a 
transfer box giving them the further option 
of lower gearing and enabling to climb the 
sections in second gear, when we 
questioned if this is allowed we were told 
there’s nothing in the regulation to say it’s 
not so it may be an upgrade option for the 
future.  
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Our real nemesis seemed to be the mud, 
where we failed to score 5 on every 
attempt and with the ruts deepening I was 
beginning to wonder if we would have 
enough clearance to get to the start line, 
but as Taggy and myself carry a little 
excess ballast with a bit of rocking and 
bouncing we found just enough of a bite 
to get going.  
 
We were told this is a really friendly trial 
and we are pleased to report how 
everyone made us feel very welcome. We 
would like to thank the Windwhistle Motor 
Club for their brilliant organisation and the 
marshals for turning out and making sure 
that everything ran like clockwork. Lastly 
and by no means least a big thank you to 

fellow competitors for their tips and 
guidance and in particular to Ian Edwards 
and his co-driver for guiding us along the 
route for the first circuit. Finally Ian also 
demonstrated how spare wheels fixed on 
top of the boot can impede your vision 
when he inadvertently reversed in to a 
Reliant (sorry can’t remember the 
competitors name) what was more 
concerning was after the event when we 
all went our separate ways and his parting 
comment was “ I hope to bump into you 
again”!! I’m sure he was only joking.  
 
I look forward to seeing you all at next 
year’s event or at another trial.   

The 2015 Yorkshire Dales Trial 
by Tony Branson 

 

W e thought we had lost the 
Ilkley trial but were mightily 
relieved when it re-emerged 
as the Yorkshire Dales 

under the auspices of the Airedale and 
Pennine motor car club. 
 
The start at the Pately Bridge auction 
centre saw a fine collection of trialers 
both novice and experienced, there were 
five Marlins including me, my son Hal, 
Fred Mills, Dave Broom who had travelled 
up from the South West, and Will and 
Lucy Lines who had made such a fine 
showing on the Northern (aided by a 
certain amount of borrowed electricity). 
Julian Lack and Roger Goldthorpe were 
non-starters leaving three Lieges, Dudley 
Sterry in the MG and Duncan Stephens in 
the Dutton made up the rest of class 7.  
 
Scrutineering was efficiently carried out 
by the Harts and the Allens and we were 
soon on our way. I think the start was 
moved from the auction to the 
showground entrance and this fooled 

several navigators including mine. I think 
he thought the first tulip was at the start 
and so we shot past the turn to 
Watergate and it was only after 0.4 mile 
when he suggested a right turn that I 
thought something was wrong. We met a 
number of others who were similarly 
confused but soon sorted things out.  
 
We approached Watergate from a 
different direction and there seemed to be 
a bit of a delay while the bikes cleared it. 
They do like to do things differently in 
Yorkshire, in the past on the Ilkley hitting 
markers incurred penalties, this year we 
were assured that apart from restart 
boxes the ‘4 wheels out’ rule would apply 
(more of that later). At the bottom of 
Watergate we were told that we must 
stop with the front wheels in the box. I 
could use this as an excuse for failing the 
restart but I won’t, I just made a mess of 
it. I wasn’t alone. Two of the Lieges also 
scored 6. 
 
This year Watergate 2 was arranged as a 
sort of corkscrew with two climbs out of 
the hole, we stormed this and I didn’t 
even hit any markers. 
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The next section was Strid Wood 1 which 
starts downhill with a sharp left turn into a 
deep gully with a steep bank of peat 
across it about half way up. This stopped 
almost everyone although some of the 
class 8 competitors cleaned it, as well as 
David Golightly with all his ground 
clearance. For those of us who ploughed 
into the bank there was still a range of 
points, we were satisfied with 6 but Will 
Lines and Duncan Stephens managed to 
ease past to 5. 
 
Strid Wood 2 had a steep incline on an 
adverse camber onto a cross track. The 
turn onto the cross track was almost 
impossible and we saw Dean Partington 
doing some impressive wheelies trying to 
get round but failing, somehow Dudley 
Sterry managed to clean the section. 
Everyone else in class 7 got to the cross 
track and scored 5 except us as we were 
penalised for hitting the 7 marker which 
was a pity but didn’t change the overall 
result.  
 
Strid Wood 3 was a steep climb up a 
grassy field. I enjoy sections like this as 
the superb torque of the O series engine 
allows me to trundle up on almost no 
throttle, cramp in the right ankle being the 
only problem. Those that trundled got up, 
Dudley Sterry, Will Lines and Dave Broom 
amongst others did not. 
 
Hawpike 1 has a hard right turn up a 
steep slope immediately after the start, it 
then progresses up between two trees, 
these are pretty close together and should 
perhaps be labelled ‘Scylla and 
Charybdis’ Above them there is a roller 
coaster ride with the restart being in a dip. 
We had to work hard to get off this but 
were clear.  
 
Hawpike 2 had a sharp left turn after the 
start followed by a steep slippery slope, 
there was some grip and good bouncing 
saw us clear.  
 

Unfortunately someone had removed the 
Blubberhouses Quarry sign on the way to 
Peels Wood so a number of us did a few 
extra miles before we could get back on 
track. Class 8 had a deviation on this 
section which took them down into a 
slippery dip. Most managed to get out and 
to the top. Myke Pocock in his new toy got 
thoroughly stuck and had to be hauled out 
by a Land Rover. The restart on this 
section is deceptive being on a slight 
adverse camber which tends to unweight 
the driver’s side wheel. The answer is to 
stop slightly obliquely levelling out the 
vehicle. One of the Lieges did just the 
opposite and took to the bank on the right 
and moved not at all. 
 
The lunch stop was at the Fewston Farm 
shop. There was supposed to be a 
marshal to organise competitors’ leaving 
time, none was available and everybody 
seemed to leave in an orderly fashion. 
 
The Sword Point sections were usually 
the last (or occasionally first) on the Ilkley 
so it was interesting to have them come in 
the middle. Sword point 1 starts with a 
meander among the trees with a final 
blast to the top. We were greeted with the 
news that Hal had made short work of it, 
so no pressure there then. Having 
avoided getting lost in the trees we had a 
satisfying blast to the top and managed to 
get round to the right to clear the section 
and maintain the family honour. A number 
of others struggled here, Dudley Sterry 
and Will Lines picking up 3, Dave Broom 
2.  
 
Sword Point 2 is one of those sections on 
which if you get past the lower parts you 
can usually clean. Hal got to the restart 
but was so surprised that he rolled back 
and scored 6. We got off the start and 
seemed to be going all right when we 
were stopped by a tree root that I hadn’t 
seen for 11.  
 
I didn’t much like Wilson’s Wood in the 
past. They used to have a deviation 
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around a tree stump for class 7 and if I 
got out I usually hit a marker. If I didn’t 
backing out was difficult and I often got 
stuck, there was no way out at the top 
and cars had to be stacked before 
coming down which caused delays. Much 
work has been done there, what a 
transformation.  
 
Waiting at the start we saw Richard 
Parker in his Austin 7 coming down, he 
said the top was a bit claggy, which it was 
but we bounced off the restart and 
cleared the section, where we were 
directed down the new exit route, this 
took us to the second section, this was 
wide with a downhill part and a restart. 
The part after the restart was quite 
slippery but we cleaned this one too. 
These sections didn’t produce many 
scores but were great fun to drive, in fact 
the exit route from the first hill might be 
the better second section. 
 
Brimham Lodge was the site of the lunch 
stop on the Ilkley. This year we went 
straight to the section. This is on grass 
with a sharp left hander that starts 
downhill before a final steep climb. 
Marlins are not known for their steering, it 
has been said that the steering is a 
democracy, with the car having the 
casting vote. Hal’s voted to not go round 
the corner and scored 7. With some 
difficulty we did get round the corner but 
had lost just too much speed, we 
bounced and bounced and just managed 
to get to score 1. Dudley and Duncan 
Stephens both got out of the top. 
 
Bluebell Wood was a new section, some 
at the bottom thought it was Coppy, a 
section on the same escarpment used in 
previous Ilkleys and a bit of a car breaker. 
This one involved a relatively flat first part 
through deep mud followed by a steep 
slope off to the left. I reckoned that a bit 
of speed on the first part might enable me 
to get further up the slope. The 
slipperiness of the mud was such that I 

had no idea where the car was going to 
go and the babbling brook to the right 
didn’t look inviting. I slowed right down 
and managed to get a little way up the 
slope for a respectable 7. It also allowed 
me to turn and come out forwards but the 
view of the bluebells was reserved for a 
few class 8 contenders. 
 
At the bottom of Longside Wood we met 
Hal coming down. He had been going 
well at the corner when he suddenly ran 
out of drive. Fortunately he still had 4th 
gear and was able to limp to the finish. 
This section is a cracker and great to 
have as the finale. I have got up it once.  
 
At the bottom there was some talk of a 
culvert that was catching people out. I 
went at the section with some speed, I 
didn’t see the culvert although there were 
some spectacular crashes and bangs. 
Just after the 2 marker the back wheels 
tried to become front wheels and we 
stopped across the tracks. Some valiant 
pushing got us out of the section and we 
were pretty pleased with our effort, 
Duncan Stephens and Dave Broom also 
scored 1 but the rest of class 7 scored 6 
or more. 
 
On the way to the finish we realised that 
all was not well. There were horrid noises 
on any corner as the prop shaft interfered 
with the tunnel. On reaching the finish we 
could see that the nearside leaf spring 
had fractured which may explain our 
sideways finish on Longside. 
 
This was a fantastic trial and Stan Peel, 
John Bell, John Rhodes and the rest of 
the team must be congratulated not only 
for rescuing this event but actually 
making it better. We will be back. 
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Cook 
 
 
 
 

John Bell, MG TB 
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Honda Wasp 

 
 
 
 
 

Sam Holmes  
VW Beetle 
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Championship 
Chat 
 

A nother mid-term break coming 
up, it always amazes me how 
quickly the trialling year rushes 
past. 

 
I shall start this review of the tables 
(which will appear elsewhere in this 
Restart) with the Wheelspin, and there’s 
no change to the driver leading it. 
However, Carl Talbot now only leads this 
table by one point, having failed to score 
in any championship event since the 
Northern. Keith Sanders in class 5 is 
right on Carl’s heels with Nick Farmer, 
Andrew Rippon and Adrian Dommett 
currently occupying the remaining places 
in the top five. 
 
The Crackington is led at half time by 
Bill Bennett, who suffered a rare DNF on 
the Kyrle Trial with failing brakes. Not 
what you need when backing down Pluds, 
I think. 
 
Sticker Martin is back on form this year 
and only just over a point behind Bill, with 
Carl Talbot, Dudley Sterry and Keith 
Sanders also close at hand. The 
following group of Duncan Stephens, 
David Haizelden, John Bell and Andrew 
Rippon are all handily placed if any of the 
front runners have a bad patch. 
 
Liz Bennett is in her very familiar first 
position in the Navigator’s League, with 
a gap of around ten points to Jack 
Selwood, who has scored in two events 
less than Liz. Amanda Blay, Sticker 
Martin’s passenger holds third spot with 
Lorraine Rippon and Tom Godwin fairly 
close behind. 
 

The motorcyclists are exactly half way 
through their fourteen events and the 
leader in the solos’ Pouncy League is 
Phil Sanders with Kathy Martin, who 
has so far done every event, in second 
place, including a well-deserved class win 
on the Yorkshire Dales event. Andy 
Petherick and Mick Whitehouse are 
only a point or so behind Kathy, so she 
won’t be able to rest on her laurels just 
yet. 
 
Steve Urell leads the Red Rose Bowl 
standings with Tim Hawkins in fairly close 
attendance but there’s then a big gap 
back to Geoff Westcott in third. 
 
As with every year there’s a long way to 
go to clinch the silverware and there are 
likely to be many changes before end of 
the season. 
 
Please check the tables for errors, 
please, especially for TBA Navigators. 
 
Please also remember that as of this 
season car championship entrants who 
act as Clerk of Course, Assistant CoC, 
Secretary of the Meeting or Chief Marshal 
on one-day championship events are 
credited with 8 points in both the 
Wheelspin and Crackington tables for the 
event in which they officiate. 
 
Do have a relaxing and refreshing 
summer break and I hope to see some of 
you out and about on trials in the Autumn. 

 
 

Chris Phillips 
Championship Secretary 
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*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 
 

PLEASE NOTE 2016 DATES ARE PROVISIONAL 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


