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Firstly I must apologise for mistakes and omissions in the January Restart. I was unwell 
and as it turned out  far more unwell than I realised . When I was  putting the previous 
Restart to bed I really couldn’t think properly, a faint on a train led to visits to 2 hospitals. 
 
All sorted now… most probably a medication problem, so you still have to put up with 
me……………. 
 
Some of you might complain about the two articles in this issue with regard to trial 
organising., but I would like to use this opportunity to  discuss my editorial policy. I 
publish everything I am sent, so I don’t ‘police’ articles. However I do spend a huge 
amount of time getting articles ready for publication—sorting out too many spaces, 
sorting out  capital letters and apostrophes, spelling mistakes and  so on. 
 
However the standard of copy over the 16 years I have been  editing this magazine has 
increased by a huge amount. And what matters is the words.. I can sort out the 
grammar, 
 
It probably takes at least 7 days to sort out a Restart…. Not to mention Jonathan’s work 
on getting authors—please keep them coming!. 
 
It takes a lot longer to organise a trial—Jonathan is still sorting out poles etc from the 
Clee over a month later. I am sure most drivers realise how  much work goes on to put 
on an event, so read on about organising. 
 
I have just heard that the March Hare has been cancelled, due to the wet state of the 
ground. Hope we don’t lose any other events.  
 
Very best wishes to those who are still affected by the floods. 
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GILES’ 
JOTTINGS 
 

W ell it’s certainly been proper 
trialling weather so far in 
2014. No shortage of mud for 
the organisers to work with, 

although the winds haven’t made it easy 
to keep all the sections open. It is in 
conditions like these that we appreciate 
the marshals’ efforts even more than 
usual, standing out for hours on end in the 
wind and rain. 
 
After not competing for a few years now, it 
was good to passenger on this year’s 
Cotswold Clouds and to listen to some of 
the views of the current competitors. The 
overriding sense remains that the sport is 
on the right tracks, but more needs to be 
done to encourage new some new blood. 
Ideas on a postcard please! 
 
It is also noticeable how the makes and 
models of cars are rapidly changing from 
those we have all been accustomed to for 
so long. Whereas it used to be Imps, 
Beetles and Escorts, that were 
responsible for the majority of classes 1-6, 
we are now seeing more and more 
BMWs, Suzukis and Mazdas. I wonder if 
we are witnessing a fundamental change 
in the machinery being used, primarily due 
to the cost that is now required to buy and 
maintain the older classic vehicles. I 
suspect a similar shift was seen during the 
late fifties and early sixties as the MGs 
and Austins gave way to the newer Fords 
and VWs. 
 
It also highlights how our classes evolve 
over the years but also seem to follow a 
circular pattern. Less than ten years ago it 
was suggested that perhaps class 5 had 
had its day due to such low entries. It is 

now regularly proving to attract the most 
entries of any class on our events. Similar 
observations can be made in respect to 
classes 3, 4 and 6 and to a lesser degree 
classes 1 and 2. So if you feel you haven’t 
got too much company at the moment, 
give it a couple of years and you may be 
surprised with a sudden revival! 
 
Our new website is nearing it’s initial 
completion and will hopefully be going live 
in late March, or early April. James 
Shallcross has worked tirelessly to 
produce the site and yet still found time to 
get out in the Peugeot and compete on a 
number of events. Make sure you give him 
a pat on a back when you next see him. 
 
2014 is a fairly significant year if you know 
your ACTC history. It was thirty-five years 
ago that the association was formed and 
thirty years since the Crackington and 
Wheelspin championships first ran. It was 
John West who took honours in the 
Wheelspin and Keith Vipond who claimed 
the Crackington Cup. It is a testament to 
all the clubs and organisers that our 
championships have run (almost) 
uninterrupted for so long. With all the anti-
motorsport brigade, it was in fact only Foot 
and Mouth in 2001 that curtailed our 
activities for a short time. 
 
It will also be the tenth anniversary this 
year of the ACTC dinner and awards 
presentation. So please try and attend and 
celebrate yet more milestones in the 
history of the ACTC, as well as applauding 
the achievements of your fellow 
competitors. 
 
Finally, as alluded to in the last issue, 
please try and add Durham motor clubs 
new event to your diary for May. Just 
fifteen years ago our sport had become 
almost exclusively a southern based 
championship. The most northerly of our 
trials was the Clee Hills. Today we have 
the Northern, the Ilkley and now the new 
Durham event. Add in the Edinburgh (and 
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Sect’
s 

Spin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I  would first like to remind all club 
delegates that the next council 
meeting will be on Sunday 27th April, 
2.00 pm at the usual place, The 

Majors Retreat, Tormarton. I must 
further remind everyone that all items to 
be included in the agenda for that 
meeting must be with me by the 15th 
March. This was decided at a recent 
ACTC Council meeting so that all items 
to be discussed can be circulated to 
delegates and disseminated to all their 
club members before the meeting. This 

if you are a Southerner perhaps include 
the Clee Hills) and we are moving 
towards a far more National 
Championship. These events will only 
continue however, if they are well 
represented, so please make the effort if 
you can. 
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should keep everyone in the picture with 
what is going on in ACTC. 
 
I sympathise with all those people who 
have suffered in the recent flooding. 
Here in Ross-on-Wye our river reached 
new flood heights but luckily most 
properties are well above the flood line. 
However the high winds have caused 
havoc in the Forest of Dean. We have 
been out scouting our Kyrle Trial 
sections and have found many totally 
blocked by mature trees that have been 
blown over. Most are too big to be dealt 
with by the regulation Clerk of the 
Course chainsaw. It will be some time 
before the Forestry commission 
manages to clear these small logging 
tracks so we will just have to find 
alternatives for April 6th. It is also 
noticeable the vast amounts of water 
lying even on high ground, it looks as if 
we shall have a somewhat muddy Kyrle, 
that is unless it remains dry for all of 
March. 
  
The word from those competing on the 
trials run so far this year is that the 
dreaded ‘hanging back’ by a very few 
competitors has raised its ugly head 
again. I understand several organisers 
are taking steps to put a stop to this. So 
I would recommend that unless you 
want to be penalised you try to keep in 
numerical order on the upcoming trials. 
  
I had an enjoyable Exeter trial 
marshalling the ‘A’ boards on Simms. 
This is a great position as you see just 
about the complete entry from the restart 
to the top of the hill. We arrived early at 
Ilsington village hall, went and parked in 
the special marshal’s park and walked 
back to the village hall for a breakfast of 
wonderful pasties, tea and homemade 
cake before walking down to the hill 
start.  I positioned myself on the top of 
the bank by the ‘A’ boards on the left as 
you climb the hill.  
 

When we arrived and looked up the hill 
all you could see was grey rock or white 
concrete, no mud as it had all been 
washed away. So for the bikes and 
sidecars there was plenty of grip and 
most made it look very easy. Lots of 
sidecars made it to the top. When the 
cars arrived is was very grippy to start 
with but each car had bought some mud 
from the lane and as the afternoon 
progressed the hill got more slippery.  
 
Early on there were a few mechanical 
breakages the result of too much grip. A 
spectator was hit in the face by a flying 
stone and this was efficiently dealt with 
on the spot by a spectating motor cyclist 
who happened to have a first aid fit with 
him, the injured party was then taken by 
the recovery Land Rover up to the 
village hall to meet an ambulance. 
Moral, always be aware that on any hill 
there might be flying stones, be extra 
careful if you have children with you 
where you let them stand. Our injured 
party was behind the safety fencing that 
the MCC erect. It is always a good idea 
to carry a small first aid kit even when 
spectating.  
 
One thing I did note. It has become very 
difficult to distinguish marshals in their 
’high viz’ waistcoats from ‘Jo public’ 
wearing warm, waterproof reasonably 
priced ‘high viz’ safety jackets. Not sure 
what the answer is about this one. As 
several competitors were penalised for 
not stopping at the top of Simms the 
mass of ‘high viz’ clothing at the top of 
the hill might have had something to do 
with it. Simms was closed in daylight 
and we made our way to Babbacombe 
to enjoy a very good club supper in great 
company. 
 
Next trip out was the MAC Clee Hills 
Trial where a group of us from Ross 
were marshalling Priors Holt 4 in the 
main trial and Priors Holt 5 for the class 
0 cars. We set off on a beautiful sunny 
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morning but there was ice in the shaded 
places. We were on station at 9.30 am 
ready for the course opening car. Priors 
Holt 4 was an interesting hill with 3 
different restarts and s deviation for 
classes 7 & 8. The Clee usually flows 
well with a break for refreshments in 
between the two groups of competitors. 
It was not to be this year for reasons we 
never fully understood there were big 
gaps between competitors and 
everything became very drawn out. The 
class 0 cars arrived whilst we were still 
dealing with the first group of main 
trialers and then dragged on into the 
second group of main trialers. This 
meant that we had no real time for a 
break and food. We eventually decided 
to close the hill at about 4.30 pm as it 
was getting dark and we had no 
competitors for some time. By then it 
had got frosty again and we were all 
glad to get into a warm car for the trip 
home via a quick stop at the finish pub. 
 
Two weeks later and it was off to 
Nailsworth to run Nailsworth Ladder on 
the Cotswold Clouds trial. Stroud & 
District MC in their usual efficient way 
had put up spectator fencing and 
marked out the hill before we arrived. 
Another nice sunny morning and we 
were sheltered from the wind. After the 
obligatory bacon & sausage roll cooked 
at the foot of the hill we spread out to 
marshal. We had two different restarts, 
one for the 3 to 6 and a higher one just 
before the step for the 7 & 8. I was on 
the 7 & 8 restart where there were 
some very good smooth no fuss get 
away and also some very noisy frantic 
efforts to get away.  We had the usual 
few muppets who had not read the 
instructions and insisted in stopping 
between the two restarts claiming it was 
a box; they looked most hurt when told 
they had failed. Lots of knowledgeable 
spectators and others just out for some 
good entertainment, they all behaved 
themselves and stood where we asked 

them to stand. We had quite a few 
failures at the restarts and above them; 
the Cotswold rock was very slippery. A 
Marlin had a terminal breakage on the 
step. A rear spring broke away from the 
mounting the axel shifted the prop shaft 
dropped out the diff broke and jammed 
up both rear wheels. We eventually 
dragged it down the hill with the rear 
wheels locked with a 4x4 and later 
helped load it onto a trailer for its long 
trip home. Around 1.00 pm the course 
closing car arrived and we were stood 
down. A walk up the hill to our vehicles, 
than a stop at the pub up on 
Minchinhampton common to quench 
our thirsts. A good day out.  
 
I was out yesterday afternoon making 
more checks on the Kyrle route. I was 
on the track that is used by those lucky 
few who clean Jack and Jill and 
stopped to look down the sections. I 
looked right into the trees and there 
was a group of around ten full grown 
deer watching me. Many had full sets of 
antlers but they are so well 
camouflaged that I did not first notice 
them. I was able to take a picture whilst 
sitting in my little jeep. I suppose that is 
one of the benefits of being a trials 
organiser, you get to see some 
beautiful things, almost always on a non
-trials day! 
 
On another note it seems that prices 
are continually rising. This year the 
Forestry Commission land charge has 
gone up, the MSA authorisation fee for 
our 50 or so miles has gone up. 
Yesterday the Forestry Commission 
told me that the Wenchford picnic area 
we use on the Kyrle for a lunch and 
toilet stop will be a ‘Pay & Display’ car 
park from the 1st April and so everyone 
using it on the Kyrle will have to pay the 
£2 charge. In advance I apologise but 
cannot do anything about it. 
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The Perfect Bike for Trialing? 
by Michael Green 

 

H aving completed an off-road 
motorbiking weekend in 
Derbyshire with my friend, 
Andy Craig and I entered our 

first trial in 2008 which happened to be 
the MCC Exeter. For me it was an 
opportunity to follow in the footsteps of 
my father and grandfather who rode in 
the 60s and early 70s on a motorbike and 
sidecar (Douglas 350cc Competition) 
until a nasty accident put paid to their 
trialling.   
 
For Andy there was no history or heritage 
to inspire but instead a desire to take part 
and have a go. Admittedly we did not do 
very well to begin with, failing many 
sections however we did enjoy ourselves 
and since then we have continued to 
enter the majority of MCC events with 
varying success.  
 
The three major MCC events (Exeter, 
Lands End and Edinburgh) normally fall 
into the category of very cold (how to 
stay warm), very long (how to stay 
awake) and very windy (how to stay on 
your bike without being blown off), 
respectively.   
 
I had hoped that maybe one day I could 
tempt my father back into trialling in the 
comfort of a car (Skoda); however the 
choice of vehicle for these events is 
always an interesting decision. I have 
come to realise that for those who 
choose to ride bikes, it’s possible to 
adapt a bike without too much effort or 
cost and yet be competitive; for a car I 
believe it is more difficult.   
 
When speaking to the deputy editor, 
Jonathan seemed to suggest that we 
bikers were made of harder stuff having 
to compete with whatever the weather 
threw at us. Whilst the weather can be 

challenging on a bike, it is also fair to say 
that for many MCC sections it is more 
demanding on a car than that of a bike as 
the setup of a car is significant to its 
success as well as that of the driver’s 
skills. With limited width (Tillerton Steep 
and Tipley especially) picking your route 
is not an option and a heavy duty sump 
guard is essential.  
 
It was fair to say that this year’s MCC 
Exeter Trial was very challenging not for 
the cold but because it was just so wet. 
This year Andy and I had early numbers 
and so we were some of the first riders to 
arrive at Crealy Park which enabled us to 
take advantage of the limited space on 
the radiator in which to dry out 
accessories. It was fair to say that there 
was not a dry crutch, sock, cuff of midriff 
in sight most were soggy, except for 
those wearing a onesie over their gear. 
  
So what of the trial, how did the sections 
compare to the previous year and what is 
the ultimate bike for this type of trial?  
 
The weather played a significant part in 
the feel of the event, with lots or rain and 
at times hailstones. Some sections were 
more difficult than before like Waterloo 
and yet maybe for other sections, easier 
as the rain had washed through to rock 
and therefore grip. 
  
If you can afford an old British motorbike 
and are prepared to risk damage and 
cost, some sections benefit from a bike 
with a long stroke and low end torque, 
the weight however can be a problem 
especially once dropped.  
 
Andy has always ridden a Honda 
XL400R and for me a Kawasaki 
KLX300R. The KLX has a diaphragm 
carburettor which I think helps to deliver 
a more even distribution of power without 
the risk of the backend spinning up. It 
also has a lower centre of gravity to that 
of the XL400R and works best in second 
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gear with a smaller primary sprocket. This 
helps to maintain momentum whereas my 
mate seems to be riding a bucking 
bronco that is either bogging down or 
instead bighting at the bit to break free. 
The seat is also lower which enables a 
better restart as it is easier to get your 
weight over the front end to stop it from 
riding up when you pull away, as most 
restarts are on a steeply inclined section. 
 
The Honda XL400R although considered 
a bit of a classic is ideally suited to a 
more aggressive rider, it is less forgiving. 
With a higher centre of gravity it is in my 
opinion a harder bike to ride compared to 
the KLX.  
 
On the MCC you see all manner of bikes 
but no bike is ideal, there is always a 
compromise be it on speed, comfort or 
capability. The MCC events are about 
rider and bike / car against the club and 
conditions. We are all in it together, riding 
through the night, enduring hardships and 
for that reason this makes the MCC 
events unique. 
 
So what of this year’s MCC Exeter trial, 
was it good, bad, fun, hard or easy; to be 
honest I’m not sure. It was not cold, 
normally one is struggling to stop your 
extremities form dropping off but this year 
the wet conditions made some sections 
unusually difficult. Waterloo proved my 
undoing. Managing to select a poor line 
around one of the bends my back wheel 
span out followed by my front; other 
riders seemed to make similar mistakes 
as there were a higher number of fails on 
this section compared to previous years.  
 
Tillerton is always a challenge and this 
year was no exception, Simms on the 
other hand initially had a bight in its tail. 
The route card was clear, stop at the stop 
line and only proceed at the marshal’s 
instruction; failure to do so would result in 
a fail. Class B (the class that I ride in) 
seemed to be most at fault, potentially 

more momentum/speed however the 
MCC forgave prior to the final results. 
 
My friend Andy had forsaken his XL400R 
and instead had purchased a KTM 350 
Freeride just before Christmas and 
decided to justify his investment by 
switching bikes for this year’s Exeter. 
Andy had only ever previously achieved a 
Bronze in the Exeter and came into this 
trial not having ridden the bike off road. It 
was therefore a real accomplishment for 
him to achieve a gold medal.  
 
Andy is a modest guy so he would insist 
the bike is exceptional and made for the 
MCC events. It does give even power, it 
does have a low centre of gravity 
(although the seat is not particularly 
comfortable) and is in his words “75% 
MCC and 25% classic trial” but for all that 
you still have to ride what is in front of 
you.  
 
The KTM Freeride does inspire 
confidence and can be adapted with a 
lower suspension link for those who are 
challenged in the height department. It is 
also very light weighing in at just 99.5kg, 
which is significantly less than most off 
road bikes. The petrol tank is limited as it 
did hit the reserve at one point during the 
trial but we reckon it has a range of about 
65 miles, which is fine for any MCC 
event. 
 
So bike or car? I reckon car if you have 
the money and mechanical knowledge 
but bike if you have less money and can 
cope with freezing body parts / wet 
crutch. 
 
Best bike? Whatever takes your fancy, 
the challenge is not to win a gold riding 
the best bike but to ride the bike you have 
to Gold. 
 
Best motorbike gear for wet conditions? A 
decent waterproof onesie no matter how 
stupid you look to go over your 
waterproof gear because no matter how 
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waterproof it is it won’t be waterproof 
enough. 
 
Sleep or caffeine tablets/energy drinks? I 
guess it’s what suits you best but a half 

hours nap seems to do wonders and I 
guess the rain and cold keep you awake 
for the rest of the time. 
 

The 2014 Exeter Trial 
by Paul Wood 

 

N ew Year’s Eve I return home 
from work to be told by my wife, 
somebody phoned about the 
Exeter Trial and he would 

‘phone back later, thoughts went racing 
through our minds – hope the trial is not 
cancelled and what could somebody be 
phoning me for about the trial? 
 
Anyway, slightly later that night Jonathan 
Toulmin phoned “Paul you are doing the 
Exeter Trial” “Yes” I replied. Well would 
you be so kind as to do an article for the 
Restart magazine – yes I said. Put the 
phone down, wife asked what that was all 
about. I said some bloke wants me to do 
an article for the Restart magazine, why 
me they said and the Restart magazine 
never heard of it. So it was onto the 
internet we went. Found out all about 
Restart magazine and ended the New 
Year on a real high. 
 
January 3rd comes, day of the trial. My 
son, my navigator, had been stupid 
enough not to book himself a day off work 
and was on call on the night of the 2nd and 
was hoping he was not going to be late 
home on that evening. All day was spent 
loading the car with the necessary tools 
and spares, dodging the showers. 5.00pm 
came round and a phone call from son to 
say should be home very shortly. Before 
we knew it 6.30 was here, the time we 
had to leave to drive to the start at 
Cirencester, excitement starting to build.  
 
So off we trundled all the way to 
Cirencester just to be scrutineered. Now 

the return journey back to Haynes Motor 
Museum, where the traditional breakfast 
must be consumed, whilst waiting for a 
big start time at 2.25am! Pressure 
building as my fellow friend and 
competitor was running only 2 cars 
behind me. The clock ticks over 2.25 and 
we are away and the 2014 trial has 
started. The first observed test is held in 
the Haynes Motor Museum car park. My 
navigator said “Dad are you going to go 
for it on this one” to which I replied “there 
is a lot more ahead and I would not like to 
break anything at the very start”, so a very 
gentle first test was carried out.  
 
We then headed off to Classic Canes, 
section 1. This was a new section, which I 
had never done before. As we arrived we 
found ourselves queued on the side of the 
road and the noise of the rain beating on 
our roof. We adjusted our tyre pressures 
and waited and waited and waited and 
eventually the front of the queue was 
nigh. My fellow competitor’s navigator had 
already started about not trying on this 
section as so many were not managing to 
complete it but here we were next to go. 
The marshal told us if we could make it to 
the start line then we stood a good 
chance of clearing the section. Having my 
fellow competitor just 2 cars behind the 
pressure was on. To the start line we 
made it, the marshal then said in your 
own time away you go, so we did very 
slowly, spinning with my navigator 
jumping vigorously next to me and we 
gradually made it to the top. We look to 
each other and said that’s a clear on the 
first one! My son said I hope I don’t have 
to jump as much as that on all the others 
as I will not be able to last. Out of the 
section and stopped and blew up our 
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tyres waiting to see if our follow 
competitors had made it. Out of the 
darkness they appeared shouting out did 
you clear it, with a reply coming back, yes 
we did but something has gone on the car, 
to which after looking the top hose had 
blown. So after making sure they could 
repair it and giving them a load of water 
off we went to section 2 Underdown. 
 
As we drove into the forest, it all came 
flooding back to me and remembered the 
section from last year and the descent to 
the start of section had not got any less. 
The section starts and away we go and 
perhaps being one of the earlier cars this 
played into our hand as we cleared the 
section with ease.  
 
Next stop was Musbury Garage, we 
collect signature on control card and top 
up with fuel, away we head towards 
section 3 Normans Hump. As we enter the 
forest my son reminds me of last year 
“dad you took the wrong line and didn’t 
clear this” so no pressure as I pull up to 
the section again away we go up a very 
clean section, which I am glad to report 
this year we cleared! Moving on to section 
4, Clinton, this section has been 
nightmares for me in the past, but 
personally getting around the sharp right 
hand corner is probably the hardest, so off 
we go attacking the right hand corner and 
steadily climbing up through the section 
and once past the restart I knew we were 
home and dry.  
 
Section 5, Waterloo. Here we are sat at 
the start of Waterloo looking at a 5 bar 
gate in the distance and my navigator 
saying “Dad where do we go?” to which I 
replied “sharp right before the gate” I 
remember this section as being quite a 
difficult one, not having cleared it many 
times, but we made it round the sharp 
right and continuing up the section, which 
all I can remember was extremely rough 
with some very tight turns and a great big 
tree root near the end, which I hit very 

hard but we did not stop and we made it 
out of the section. Observed section 6 
Stretes. As we were waiting to pull up to 
the start line we had to inform the marshal 
that we were a class 1 and had a 
preferential start line – not quite so far up 
the hill. Away we went with no major 
dramas and another clear. 
 
On to observed test number 2, again no 
major dramas, taking it nice and steady 
and hopefully doing it in a reasonable 
time. Section 7 was Bulverton Steep. With 
a preferential start for class 1 away we go 
and without too much hard work and we 
made it through to the end of another 
clear section. 
 
Off we go to Crealy to our time control and 
breakfast. We hand in the control card, 
now down to the serious business of 
refuelling ourselves with as much as you 
could eat breakfast and whilst doing that 
there was the chance to catch up with 
some of our fellow competitors and see 
how they are doing. My friends who had 
the earlier misfortune of the top hose 
blowing were still going, but a little bit 
cagey as to how they were doing, as they 
had a little bit of an issue with one of their 
rear shock absorbers, but were not giving 
away too much. Before we knew it was 
time to head out of Crealy and head 
towards section 8 Tillerton Steep. Again a 
section which has been my nemesis in 
past years, so there was a little bit of 
trepidation as I set off up this very rocky 
bumpy section. With a little bit of luck and 
I am sure plenty of skill… we made it to 
the top. 
 
Next was Fingle Hill, one of the longer 
sections but by no means was it one of 
the hardest and it was another clear to 
add to the list. Next was Wooston Steep, 
which has also been known to be a tricky 
section. My navigator kindly pointed out 
that we fork left after restart box instead of 
having to go all the way up, again with a 
little bit of trepidation, up the hill we head, 



11 

past the restart and fork left at which time 
I am celebrating clearing the hill, to which 
my son said “Dad we are still spinning a 
lot and we are not at the top yet” but dad 
knew what he was doing and we made it 
to the top. 
 
Then it was off to observed test number 3, 
where I think navigator might have been 
getting a little tired by now, as we had to 
keep checking our directions to make sure 
we were going the right way. Again it was 
the same approach as previous observed 
tests - I was not going to do any amazing 
times and break something, so just did the 
test correctly in a reasonable time. Off we 
head to Ilsington control and cakes!! On 
route there my son brings to my attention 
“Dad we are all clear and only 3 more to 
go” “thanks son, no pressure”.  
 
So we head into Ilsington Parish Hall to 
get a nice cuppa and a piece of cake to 
settle our nerves before the biggie, 
Simms. Now for our class there is an A 
board in use which means if no one in our 
class clears the hill and anybody that has 
passed the A board will be classed as a 
clear. We sit in the queue, watching cars 
come back down the hill, saying if they 
can’t do it – what hope have we? Anyway 
on the start line and away we go round 
the right hand bend, turn left and attack 
the hill. We had great speed with us and I 
seemed to pick a good line past the A 
board, top of the hill in sight and we just 
sit there spinning, with the top in sight I 
could just not get over the smallest of 
rises. A marshal comes running up “I’ll 
give you a push mate” to which one 
marshal gave me a push and to the top of 
the hill I got. minus my exhaust tail pipe! 
My son and I looked at each other – 2 
more to go – “Dad what’s Tipley like?” 
 
To which I replied “remember we did the 
wheel in there last year” so off we drive to 
Tipley, section 12. Away we go over the 
roughest, rockiest part of the section, my 
son said “Dad just up here round the 

corner and the section ends” to which on 
the smoothest part of the section, almost 
in sight of the end we get a puncture, as 
quickly as we could, changed the wheel 
and we are on our way out of the section. 
There was just one more to go, Slippery 
Sam, section number 13. I knew if I could 
miss the big rocks, which are mainly on 
the corners, I could clear this section and 
that it what we did. 
 
Sections finished off we head back to the 
Trecarn Hotel with just one failed section 
between us and gold. Signed off and put 
our award down as a silver. We had an 
absolutely fabulous time with a good 
result which means it can only be gold 
next year!!! 
 
We would like to thank all the marshals, 
who stand out at all hours and all 
weathers to make this event possible, so 
we can have so much fun because 
without them there would be no event. We 
would also like to thank the hospitality of 
the petrol stations and the tea ladies for 
their lovely cakes to keep us going.  
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Clee Hills Trial 
photos by Tony 
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Callow Bank 
 
 
Jonathan Toulmin & 
Elwyn Manuel, Suzuki 
X90 
 
 
 
John & James Dobson, 
Ford Model A 
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The Exeter trial 2014 by Jack 
Selwood  
 

T his was my first Exeter trial as a 
navigator as my older brother was 
riding with Nick Farmer in his 
Fugitive. However I did have 

previous experience with two other Exeter 
trials under my belt. 
 
 We ran up to Cirencester in accompany 
of Edward Broom, Nick Farmer and Jack 
Willey out on his very first Exeter trial. In 
our journey up we encountered rain, wind 
and the odd flash of lighting before signing 
on and scrutineering.  
 
We then left at our scheduled time and 
headed for Haynes Motor Museum. Upon 
reaching Haynes we handed are control 
card in and got in the queue for the all 
important breakfast. Before we knew it, it 
was time to head for the first special test 
in Haynes’s car park.  
 
After successfully completing the test we 
then set out in the rain, which I was glad 
about as my brother was getting soaked, 
to the first section Classic Canes, a new 
hill for this year. We queued for about half 
an hour with water running down the road, 
before finally reaching the section begins 
board. For many competitors the hardest 
part of the hill was pulling away and 
climbing the first slope. After seeing many 
people fail the slope we weren’t taking any 
chances and soon had the engine on full 
chat. We were soon out of the top and 
Nick and Norton shortly followed us.  
 
We then got to the second section, 
Underdown, which was tackled with no 
problems, after the long, interesting drive 
in. Then it was off to Bovey Woods for 
Norman’s hump, where this year there 
was no queue, so it was a bit of a surprise 
when we got straight up to the line, let our 
tyres down and were on our way. Once 
again there were no issues for any of us. 

Soon we were on the loop going to 
Clinton. We then did the tyres and turned 
the corner and were going nicely, up until 
the restart, where we heard a loud pop 
and the car came to a sudden halt. We 
then brought it on to the flat and started to 
look for the problem. After a good 20 
minutes we found that the problem was 
the jubilee clip that was holding the 
intercooler pipe on had rusted in half 
letting the pipe come off of the intercooler. 
After another 10 minutes we finally 
struggled the pipe back on with a new 
jubilee clip. We met Nick and Eddie back 
on the road going to the fifth section 
Waterloo. We climbed the hill with ease.  
 
We then hit the road for the next section 
Stretes, still in murky weather conditions. 
We climbed the hill with ease, as did the 
rest of the field, bar a few who missed it 
completely.  
 
We then travelled the short distance to the 
start of the second special test. After 
completion we went down the track, over 
the storm drain and back out on to the 
road. I missed 5 minutes of the road 
section here because I nodded off, and 
when I woke up we were climbing the 
track to Bulverton steep were we had our 
only restart in class 3. We pulled up to the 
restart and pulled away with ease.  
 
We pumped up our tyres and got back on 
the road to Crealy, for the breakfast halt. 
While Nick and Norton went to dry off and 
warm up, Mum and I had a hot drink whilst 
Dad and Sam, our other passenger, set 
about fixing up a more permanent repair 
to the intercooler. Unfortunately due to ill 
health Eddie had to retire at this point. 
Before we knew it we had to bundle our 
selves back into the car for the second 
half of the trial.  
 
We were now on our way to the more 
interesting sections in my view, starting off 
with Tillerton. We were approaching down 
the steep hill to the start and a surprise hit 
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us; there was once again only a small 
queue which meant the nerves couldn’t 
kick in. We went through the ford in the 
bottom, let our tyres down, positioned 
ourselves on the start line and off we 
went. Once again there were no issues for 
any of us, with a particularly good climb 
for Jack Willey in the Astra.  
 
Here we met up with Jack and headed off 
to Fingle. We crossed the bridge (which 
must be tight for a TR7) and turned round 
in the car park to see only our second 
lengthy queue. We queued for about 15 
minutes before getting up to the start line. 
This year was without doubt the roughest 
I had ever seen Fingle, with big, washed 
out holes on the corners. These holes 
cost Lester Keat in the Avenger his gold 
medal due to a suspension problem 
causing a puncture on the front. We also 
encountered a puncture about halfway up, 
on what looked more like a dinosaur 
tooth, but managed to scrabble out. We 
found a reasonably level spot on the exit 
track (where the former special test was) 
to see that if we went further with the tyre 
the rim would have been square, as it had 
started to fold in. 
 
We arrived at Wooston Steep to find a 
small queue once again. We got up 
Wooston with no problems and turned 
around to see Nick Farmer whizzing past, 
nearly flat out, to clear the hill. We heard 
that in fact only 3 cars cleared the class 8 
route, those being Nick, Dudley Sterry 
and eventual overall winner Dave Wall. 
We then followed the track to the third 
special test. There were once again no 
problems encountered.  
 
Then we were off to the highlight of my 
Exeter, along with many others, Simms. 
We got in to the Parish hall to hear Brian 
Hampson’s BMW attempting the hill. After 
tea and cakes we got down in the track to 
the hill to see that there was no queue so 
we had no time for nerves or changing our 
tyre pressures. After watching Nick 

disappear and not return, it was time for 
our attempt. We pulled up to the start line 
to be met by Chris Phillips. After rounding 
the bend Dad floored it, where the bank 
dragged us in and we clipped it causing 
the front tyre to puncture. We managed to 
stop at the top of the hill and pulled away 
with a flat front tyre and a cheering crowd. 
We then joined the queue in the holding 
control for Tipley. I walked down to see 
were Nick was, and worryingly found him 
lying under the car. The problem was that 
he had managed to crack the sump. So, 
after a temporary repair, which involved 
removing the sump guard and sealing the 
crack with Araldite, we drove down to 
Tipley.  
 
We got up Tipley with no problems with 
Nick out of the top as well, after a restart. 
We then drove the short distance to the 
final hill, Slippery Sam. This was the first 
time I have done slippery Sam in the 
daylight so I was looking forward to 
seeing what the hill actually looked like. 
We got to the bottom where we let down 
the tyres and pulled off the start line and 
cleared the hill with no problems. One 
noticeable failure here was Dudley Sterry, 
unfortunately missing his gold due to a 
rollback. We were then off to the finish to 
sign off and hopefully claim a silver 
medal. This was also the first year that I 
stayed in the hotel. We had the meal, 
which was a very swift and tasty 
experience, and headed off to bed.  
 
I had a very Enjoyable Exeter trial, despite 
all of our mishaps. The trial this year was 
very efficient, probably because of the 
grippy hills, but also the organising team 
and the marshals, who get wet and 
muddy, and make the Exeter trial run. 
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The 2014 Exeter Trial 
by Ian Burton 
 

M y January starts early, as the 
sidecar outfit, Honda XR, with 
a chassis made by Kevin 
Holister Racing, having to go 

for its M.O.T. on January 3rd, I must think 
about changing this to make my life 
easier. Also this year I’ve had the added 
bonus of having to prepare a Suzuki X90 
for my good mate Ian Musgrove and my 
son Edward Burton, to have their first trial 
in a car. Next step for us motorcyclists is 
to the make the road book bigger, 
because at 51 years of age, for me and 
my passenger Gary O’Shaughnessy 
eyesight is failing fast. The MCC made it 
easy this with a link to log on to print off, 
so font can be enlarged. 
  
Friday soon came. This year, our first 
thought to drive to Sourton and leave the 
car there to save on tyre wear. It’s always 
good to meet up with the other riders at 
the start of the year. We decided to ride to 
Haynes Museum with Geoff Westcott and 
brother, Al Lidgate and Penny Watson.  
 
Time to start and the rain had stopped for 
5 minutes, but driving past Exeter airport 
with lighting flashing to our left, made it 
look like it could be a wet and interesting 
night, but still we made it to Haynes dry, 
the first breakfast stop. I think this could 
be a good time to change the menu, 
chicken curry, chilli or pasta dish just like 
a normal Friday night. 
 
1.03am start time, special test at Haynes, 
hopefully had a quick time to start the 
night, but never quite sure how long to 
stop at line B. Then onto the first section, 
which was a new one, Classic Cannes, a 
bit sticky getting into the section, but the 
actual section was OK. Always nice to 
start with a clean, by this time the rain had 
started and looked like it was in for the 
night. Of to the next section, a bit of an 

enduro course to get there, but the 
section was ok. All three of us sidecars 
are running clean so far. 
 
Onto Musbury Garage where something I 
had never seen before happened, Geoff 
Westcott was doing maintenance on his 
CCM outfit. I always think this is a good 
idea before his trial, but at least he’s 
trying! Then onto Normans Hump and 
Clinton no drama so far cleans all round. 
Rain is still falling as we go onto Waterloo 
and Stretes, still all OK! 
 
Then onto the second test, still can’t make 
my mind up about how long stay at line b! 
But the test felt quick. Then onto 
Bulverton Steep the only restart the 
sidecars have all night. All restarts make 
me nervous but another clean and all 
good so far. Then onto Crealy for 
breakfast stop, so much better than 
Exeter Services use to be, and time to dry 
out. The first time in many years the wet 
had got through my Gore-tex coat!  
 
After breakfast a quick ride to fuel and 
check over the bike in the lights at Exeter 
services. It had stopped raining by the 
time we’ve reached Tillerton, always a 
section you have to attack with the 
sidecar, I always try and go up as fast as I 
can. Then onto Fingle Hill, this section 
seems rougher then I remember, but a 
good section all the same. Onto Wooston 
Steep, making some diversions on the 
way, the first time we got lost. I think this 
is the section in future years we may be 
able to go straight up rather then turning 
left to go out the easy way. 
 
Now onto the next test, the test felt good 
to me. Onto llsington village hall for tea 
and cake. After our 30 minute break, 
outside talking to Andy Petherick whos 
BSA frame had snapped in half and his 
daughter’s, Xanthia, bike a DT 50, had 
fallen to bits earlier in the evening, is that 
bad luck or bad maintenance? 
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Now onto Simms the most nervous part of 
the day, big crowd, steep rock climb and 
then to come to a dead stop at the end of 
the section, does make the section more 
difficult, but all 3 of us managed to get up 
there. On to Tipley the rain had started to 
fall, again I thought Tipley was rougher 
than I remember. Just Slippery Sam to 
go, clean so far. As we entered Torquay, 
the front break Calliper fell off, that made 
the heart rate go up! A quick stop in the 

lay-by for a quick repair. Thanks to Al and 
Geoff for their help. And now on to 
Slippery Sam.  
 
Celebrations at the end, a clean night and 
day and a gold medal which turned out to 
be class win. Congratulations to Stephen 
Urell and Julie Williams for taking the 
William Bray Cup. I will have try and go 
faster next year! Thanks to the MCC for 
another great event. 

Slipping and sliding fun for 
Clee Hill Trials … by Tony 
Adams 
 

O ver 60 cars of all shapes and 
sizes took part in the annual 
Clee Hill Trials, which were set 
deep amongst the hills of the 

stunning south Shropshire countryside on 
Sunday. 
 
Organised by the Midland Automobile 
Club, the event attracted a diverse array 
of machines ranging from a Ford Model A, 
through VW Beetles and Suzuki X90s, to 
purpose built specialist buggy style cars. 
Every car has to be totally ‘road-legal’ and 
takes it in turn to negotiate short sections 
of narrow track within marker posts and 
with varying degrees of steepness and 
traction, individual points being awarded 
for the longest distance managed on each 
section. 
 
Regular competitor and MAC stalwart 
Jonathan Toulmin, of Stratford-on-Avon, 
driving his 1600cc Suzuki X90 had mixed 
fortunes, doing well in the morning but 
then retiring after problems by the midway 
stage. 
 
Jonathan said: “There were some 
excellent sections and some extremely 
challenging terrain, made even more 
difficult by the recent heavy rain, which 

meant that the tracks were very soft and 
slippery, causing most competitors to 
accrue heavy penalties. 
 
“However, we are an eccentric bunch of 
people and everybody thoroughly enjoyed 
the day in such beautiful weather and 
lovely countryside, together with such a 
wide range of unusual cars, which itself 
makes these events such a joy.  We were 
just glad that even after two punctures on 
two brand new tyres, we still had the 
ability to drive home rather than having to 
call out the RAC to rescue us!” 
 
One crew making their Trialling debut at 
the event were regular hill climb 
competitor Richard Walker and his friend 
Richard Williams, both of Bromsgrove, 
who dusted off a specialist machine to 
have a go. 
 
Richard Walker takes up the story, “The 
machine we used is called The Bradbury 
Badger, which dates from 1971 and has a 
Beetle engine and floorpan with a 
bespoke body attached. 
 
“It had been laying in a barn untouched 
for over twenty years and was recently 
‘rescued’ by a family member who then 
sold it to the other Richard, so we decided 
to enter the event to see how we got on. 
 
“We were amazed at how friendly all the 
other competitors were and with their 
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genuine interest in the car, with several 
people recognising it and commenting on 
how good a machine it had been in the 
past, so the pressure was on for us as 
young Trialling rookies! 
 
“We had only done basic last minute 
preparations to get it on the road for this 
event and I’m afraid this was patently 
obvious when we had several issues with 
the throttle linkage, ignition system, a 
misfire and a lost exhaust, which was 
thankfully retrieved by the marshals. 
 
“However, after these small set-backs 
and with the brilliant support of fellow 
competitors, we had a fantastic day and 
actually did quite well on the afternoon 
sections, so we are now eagerly awaiting 
the official results.  
 
“However we faired, I can definitely 
confirm that The Bradbury Badger will be 
back out on the slippery slopes as soon 
as possible.” 
 

Richard Williams & Richard Walker and 
the Bradbury Badger 
(Photos by Tony Adams) 
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A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN    ULTRABURN UNIT  NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 

THOR HAMMER 
www.thorhammer.com 

 

FULL RANGE OF SOFT FACED HAMMERS 
Copper, Rawhide, Plastics, Rubber, Brass…. 

 

We even still make branded hammers for  
your Vintage car as per original 

 

Try your local wholesaler (eg Toolbank, Clemson,  
Buck & Hickman) or 

Duncan Stephens at a trial 
 

Also Spark Resistant Tools – www.safetytools.co.uk  
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Don’t panic, Clerk Graham! 
by Jonathan Toulmin 
 

T he organising team for the 2014 
Clee Hills Trial put in a huge 
amount of effort to organise this 
year’s trial, but, several times, 

they we wondered whether the event 
might have to be cancelled. Not again, we 
hoped, as the 2013 event had been 
cancelled following heavy snow in south 
Shropshire. This time there were several 
issues, most of which cropped up at the 
last moment – as they always seem to do! 
 
Clerk-of-Course Graham Austin was i/c 
the organisers ably backed up by Adrian 
Tucker-Peake, who was firstly going to be 
the Deputy Clerk, then a competitor, then 
at the last minute, was again Deputy 
Clerk.  We had a new Chief Marshal, but 
after several weeks, he changed his 
mind, so with little more than a month to 
go, we had no marshals! (Panic No 1).  
Thankfully Kevin Barnes stepped up to 
the plate, and he put together a good 
number of the sport’s stalwarts.  Duncan 
Stephens came up with some good ideas, 
and I wrote the three route books, 
devised the strange running order and 
start timing. Graham got the land-owner 
and Council permissions, route tracings, 
liaison with the RLO (route liaison officer) 
and Forestry liaison officer, the PR work 
organised, and the thousand other things 
that have to be done to put on such an 
event. Pat Toulmin applied for the MSA 
permits and did route authorisation 
application, wrote the Supplementary 
Regs, Final Instructions, accepted the 
entries, and did the website. 
 
(Panic No 2) was that we heard just 
before Christmas that the Craven Arms 
Hotel (the start and finish venue) had 
closed, although our booking had been 
confirmed back in September, and the 
pub had been substantially refurbished 
only a couple of years before. We looked 

around for an alternative, but none were 
really suitable, and we could not move far 
as the route was already approved. Then 
we heard that the pub had re-opened, but 
that their kitchens were being refitted and 
would not be open in January, so no 
breakfasts and no club supper the night 
before. Luckily there is wonderful café 
almost next door to the pub which does 
superb food at very sensible prices – and 
they routinely open at 7.30am on a 
Sunday morning! For the club supper, we 
went to the pub next to the Discovery 
Centre, a couple hundred yards away, 
and they served us well. 
 
(Panic No 3) was not so much a panic as 
a very hard decision. With less than two 
weeks before the event, we had only fifty 
entries, well below the financial break-
even point for the trial, and below the 
number required to make the two-loop 
system work. Should we revert to a single 
loop: re-write the route books, move the 
marshals or least change their timings, 
and ask some marshals to cover more 
than one section. It would be chaos in 
Easthope Woods, where classes 7 & 8 
use the same track, but in the opposite 
direction from all other competitors! The 
boss decided to go ahead with the event 
(after all the hard work had been 
completed), and to stick with the two-loop 
system. By the closing date, we had 
received 63 entries, just enough to make 
the event financially viable. 
 
There have been differing opinions about 
the Midland Automobile Club’s unique (as 
far as I know) “two loop” system. Some 
love it, some don’t! Its disadvantages are 
that more marshals are required, and they 
may be needed for longer, and there are 
complexities to make it work. Two route 
books are required as well as two course-
openers, and it doesn’t make the results-
team’s job any easier. Some competitors 
don’t like the fact that there are almost no 
queues at sections so they don’t get a 
chance to chat to their peers. 
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The advantages are that it is dramatically 
more efficient on time for competitors as 
the queues at sections are dramatically 
reduced or often eliminated. So for an 
eighty-mile event with 14 observed 
sections, the start-time can be later than 
for many trials, and normally all 
competitors can complete the event in 
day-light, not so easy in mid-January. 
The first competitors usually finish the 
trial by 2.30 and the last by about 4.30 – 
so some competitors, who travel over two 
hundred miles to the event, appreciate 
the early finish. 
 
The club has always tried to make “The 
Clee” an event that could be won any 
class, and in general we have succeeded 
by using different start lines, tyre 
pressure limits, restarts and even 
complete sections for the various 
classes. However, in recent years class 8 
have had it much their own way despite 
our efforts, and so this year the Clerk 
Graham was determined to give the other 
classes a real chance. He succeeded, 
but not quite in the way intended. To 
“level the playing field”, the club 
introduced a new feature for this event. It 
was the use of the Andrew Brown 
formula for Priors Holt One section only. 
We had heard that several class 1 to 6 
competitors wanted a go at it, but the 
club doubted whether any would get up, 
so this section seemed as good 
candidate for the “AB formula” since the 
club has always striven to make it 
possible for any class to win the Clee 
outright.  
 
The clever idea here is that the best 
competitor in each class will get a “clear” 
and the scores of others in that class 
adjusted accordingly. So if the best driver 
in, say, class 4 stops at the five marker, 
his “5” is reduced to “0”, and everyone 
else in class 4 has his actual score on 
that section reduced by 5.  Having written 
“his” in the previous section, it is sad 
indeed to note that we had not a single 

lady driver taking part that day – come on 
girls, we want to see you out there 
getting dirty! The “AB formula” was 
applied to classes 1 to 6 only, but it 
would have made no difference if it had 
applied also to classes 7 and 8, as most 
of them got to the top anyway, but, 
interestingly, in the lower classes, the 
best unadjusted score was a “2” by Keith 
Sanders, although eventual winner 
James Shallcross got to a sensational “3” 
in his Peugeot 205. 
 
There had also been a call for the lower 
classes to have a go at Meadowley 
again. This section has been in use since 
the 1940s, and in the mid 1990s we had 
a class 1 get to the top (Terry Coventry if 
my memory serves me right). By 2000, it 
had become very rutted with tree roots 
becoming an extra obstacle. 
Considerable work was done with tons of 
hardcore put into the “bomb hole”, some 
tree roots removed, and a special mix of 
materials put into the ruts to fill them and 
stabilise them. So this year, the lower 
classes were given a go at it.  With heavy 
rain just before the event, Meadowley 
was in seriously slippery mood on the 
day but several got well over half way up, 
the best being a “5” by Hans Viertel’s 
class 4 Beetle – just a few yards further 
and I am sure that he would have got to 
the top. 
 
Flounders Folly, we have used for 
several years. Late on the Friday 
afternoon, less than 48 hours before the 
event, we received information that we 
were not allowed to use the section, and 
might even be sued for damage to the 
land as the land agent had been there 
and found that about 30 painted wooden 
poles had been driven into “his” land, and 
there was evidence that a vehicle had 
been twenty yards up “his” track! There 
were notices too – warning that motor-
sport can be dangerous! “His” land, and 
access to it, is through Forest Enterprise 
land, and the agent was in touch with 
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them also, saying that they should not 
have permitted MAC to access “his” land 
from their land etc etc etc. (PANIC No 4.). 
Clerk Graham confirmed that we had 
written permission from the OWNER to 
use the land (we donate to the Folly 
Trust).  Having received an irate and 
provocative e-mail from the agent at 
about 4pm on the Friday, I managed to 
contact him and pointed out that we had 
written permission from the owner. It 
transpired that the owner had not felt it 
necessary to tell his agent that a motor 
car trial would be using the land on 
January 19th, so the agent knew nothing 
about it until a chance visit to the place. 
He had to back down, so disaster 
averted! On the day, Carl Talbot got a 
very long way up the very steep and 
slippery section to score a “4” and was 
leading the event only to retire shortly 
afterwards. 
 
On the Saturday evening, it rained and 
then rained harder. After the most 
convivial club supper at the Stokesay Inn, 
we drove to Travelodge near Ludlow in 
heavy rain, and even the A49 was flooded 
– completely across the road in a couple 
of places and we wondered whether the 
event would be a wash out – just think of 
the poor marshals standing on a windy 
hillside all day in heavy rain, some may 
not turn up or go home early and who 
could blame them.  Surely most of the 
hills would be un-climbable, score cards 
would be illegible and some of the route 
may be impassable.  I awoke at about 
2am to hear the rain still pouring down.  
 
This was becoming (PANIC 5!) In fact, the 
following day turned out nice – dry and 
not cold – even some sunshine! But it did 
have an unfortunate effect on the results 
for classes 7 and 8 because several of 
their sections were made impossible by 
the rain – Harley Bank, Major’s Leap, 
Strefford Wood 1 and 3 were all made 
horrendous by the conditions. So classes 
7 and 8 were handicapped out of the 

event, none making the top ten – the club 
didn’t want them to win outright, but the 
Clerk did want them to come close! For 
the lower classes, the handicapping 
worked well, with class 1 (James 
Shallcross) the overall winner, Keith 
Sanders second overall in class 5, Hans 
Viertel’s Beetle (class 4) was third, fifth 
overall was the class 2 MG TB of John 
Bell, Dave Haizelden was 7th overall in his 
class 3 Escort, and the class winner, but 
his only rival retired after just two 
sections.  
 
Pete Hart outshone everyone on a very 
slippery Jenny Wind with a “6”, whereas 
class 8 had an extremely tough start line 
and none got better than an 11. Pete had 
also got the furthest up Strefford Wood 3, 
only to have the section cancelled 
because it was causing such a long 
delay. Despite that setback, Pete still 
easily won class 7, coming 23rd overall! 
Richard Peck easily won class 6, but 
ended up in a class of 2, and was 
thirteenth overall.  Class 8 went to Tris 
White  and 11th overall. Class 0, who had 
a couple of their own sections to replace 
Hungerford (too rutted), Meadowley (too 
slippery), Priors Holt 1 (too steep) and 
Priors Holt 4 (too rutted and slippery) was 
won by Richard Williams in his Bradbury 
Badger.  
 
So the Clee yet again was a trial of 
several parts – the lovely but easy 
sections of Castle, Gatten’s Gamble, 
Ippikin’s Rock, the average sections of 
Heywood Common (most got up); 
Hungerford (wonderful, long, but bumpy), 
stopping only 6; Priors Holt 4 where all 
classes 1 to 6 got up, but the restarts for 
classes 7 and 8 caused most of them to 
fail. Then there were the sections that the 
weather made impossible – Harley Bank, 
Major’s Leap, Hill Top, Easthope 1, 
Strefford Wood 1 and 3, Callow Bank, 
Meadowley, Jenny Wind and Hill Top 
although all of them have been climbed in 
the past. With its steepness and stoney 
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surface Priors Holt 1 was little affected by 
the weather, remaining a real challenge 
but possible.  
 
Let me sincerely thank all those involved 
in putting on the trial, especially the 

marshals some of whom had a long stint 
due to some lengthy delays to 
competitors’ progress for one reason or 
another. 
 
 

The Clee Hills Trial 2014 – 
before and after 
by Richard Peck 
 

F ollowing this year’s Clee Hills 
Trial, I was invited to submit a 
few words about the Trial, and 
this year’s Exeter from a class 6 

perspective, but where to start. Perhaps 
to go back to the Exeter 2013 which 
started off reasonably well but 
deteriorated throughout the day with a 
variety of electrical gremlins culminating 
in three punctures, damaged front 
suspension and bodywork, while trying to 
reverse out of Tipley!! With two spare 
wheels fitted, new tubes in the other 
tyres, the journey home on Sunday was 
quite interesting. Arriving at Sedgemoor 
services with one rapidly deflating tyre 
and both spares completely shot. While 
contemplating how to progress, Harry 
Butcher arrived and very generously lent 
me his one remaining spare, which 
enabled me to get home, himself 
speculating on the fact that there were 
spare wheels on his daughter, Nicola’s 
car, which could be used, if necessary. I 
believe we were just drawing out of 
Sedgemoor when the Perrymans arrived, 
again to be assisted by Harry Butcher. 
There used to be an award, probably still 
is, for the most sporting competitor of the 
year, to my mind this should 
unquestionably go to Harry for his efforts 
in that hour or so alone. 
 
An entry had been put in for the 2013 
Clee and many hours spent in the 
garage trying to get the car into a fit state 
to compete after the Exeter. This point 

was reached and the trial was cancelled 
due to snow. In the summer period much 
work was done on the car to get it back 
into a state which I felt comfortable with, 
ahead of the Edinburgh Trial, which was 
relatively uneventful apart from the 
ignition warning light, which would insist 
on flickering when any lights were on 
despite full voltage from the generator! 
The trial in itself was enjoyable, 
particularly with the reintroduction of 
Litton Slack. On arrival, at the start we 
were greeted with the fact that no Beetle 
had thus far made it to the gate at the 
bottom of the hill and that one competitor 
in an old red MG had got out at the top, 
but would not get much further because 
the car was making a dreadful whining 
sound!! – well done Dudley!! We made it 
through the gate, and almost to the “A” 
boards. 
 
On to the Allen, something of a mixed 
bag; driver not working properly, 
electrical issues returning/continuing. 
The trial nevertheless complete – 
another enjoyable day. So back to the 
garage, electrics worked on again, now 
seem okay, until I use windscreen wipers 
with head lights, so a really entertaining, 
overnight run on the 2014 Exeter but the 
weather improved and we were looking 
forward to a good trial. After breakfast we 
arrived at section 1, Classic Canes, a 
gentle climb through woods, except for 
the three quarter hour delay suggesting 
that this hill was not as straightforward as 
one might have thought. Sure enough 
the start was in about 8 inches of slurry 
with water washing more mud down the 
hill and the challenge was to get to the 
start, and then gain sufficient impetus to 
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2014 Clee Hills Trial 
photos by Tony 
Adams on Flounders 
Folly 
 
 
Dave Price & Colin Gwyer, 
class 6 Beetle 
 
 
 
 
 
Hicky Hickling, Ford Model A 
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2014 Exeter Trial p
by Charlie Wood

 
 
 
 
 
Rob & Elizabeth Haworth, 
Bronze medal 
 

 
 
 
Michael & Jennifer 
Vanstone, Suzuki 
X90, Gold medal 

 
 
Richard & Barbara 
Uren, Mazda MX5, 
Bronze medal 
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2014 
Cotswold 
Clouds photos 
on Axe by 
Dave Cook 
 
 
 
Tim Naylor,  
BMW Z3 

 
 
 
 
Ben Gladwyn & Alex 

Rousou-Adams,  
VW Scirocco 

 
 
 
Alex Wheeler & 
Simon Ellis,  
Ford Special 
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mount the step at the top – thankfully 
achieved. Continuing onwards inevitably 
we arrived at Bulverton Steep, climbed 
the hill with no problems but on the exit, in 
the deepest and muddiest hole the car 
stopped dead, which turned out to be a 
blown fuse on the ignition / headlamp 
circuit. This wiring is now being re-routed! 
Issue dealt with on to a most welcome 
breakfast at Crealy Park, where, for the 
first time we stripped and cleaned the 
carburettor on our travelling companion 
John Looker’s car. 
 
For ourselves the remainder of the day 
proved uneventful apart from a puncture 
after Tillerton, but not so for John Looker, 
prior to the trip he had driven about 20 
miles in his car following a three year re-
build.The carburettor was cleaned again 
before Simms then on Slippery Sam John 
caught one of the big rocks and bent a 
steering arm, having limped to the finish, 
assessed the quality of granite kerb 
stones, the offending steering arm was 
removed and following the gentle 
application of a lump hammer, 
straightened and re-installed. Sunday was 
a gentle and uneventful run home. 
 
So to preparation for the Clee, back in the 
garage, check the car over, nothing 
specifically needing attention, off we set 
for the Clee in pouring rain, but for the last 
ten miles or so, to Craven Arms, the sky 
was clear and we followed a gritter.  
 
Successful scrutineering and an excellent 
breakfast and off we go, on a trial which I 
have not done for five or six years, and 
which historically has led to a succession 
of retirements and much damage to the 
car, so some trepidation. The first two 
sections, Flounders Folly and Callow 
were attempted with a reasonable degree 
of frustration, 9s suggested a score an 
England cricket team would be proud off. 
On to Hungerford Steps which we 
cleaned but were nearly caught out by a 
big step at the end.  

On to Meadowley Wood, a section which 
has caused a lot of damage in previous 
years, around about the six mark, but not 
a problem this year we only managed a 
seven! Jenny Wind was a double figure 
score, Easthope was in good form we 
were happy with a reasonable effort 
before cleaning Ippikins Rock, it was good 
to get round the hairpin bend, this set the 
tone for the remainder of the day, with 
most sections cleaned, until the final one 
when we even got stuck on the way out, 
nevertheless the towing eye was given a 
sound examination by the Land Rover 
and passed with flying colours!! 
 
Before departing for home, the car was 
treated to a luxury hand wash for a fiver. 
An uneventful journey back to Derbyshire, 
put the car in the garage and the following 
morning one flat tyre, removed and fixed, 
a check over, nothing more required, 
other than fuel – oh and the electrics, 
again, before the next trial. Then a little 
over a fortnight later both rear tyres are 
flat – a little more work required. 
 
The trial was enjoyable and well 
organised, from this competitor’s point of 
view, at least, and we shall certainly 
return. No damage, no retirement, a 
thoroughly pleasant day out, the weather 
was kind and it is a lovely part of the 
country. Many thanks to all who took part 
in the organisation and running of the trial, 
all that is needed now are a few more 
class 6 cars, 2 on the day was hardly 
enough. 
 
In summarising, so having had a very 
frustrating 2013, the first trials of 2014 
have been much more satisfying with an 
unexpected class win on the Exeter, an 
enjoyable day out on the Clee and just 
those cursed lights and wipers to sort out, 
but I now have the wire and relays! 
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North Devon MCC - Exmoor 
Trial 26/01/2014 
by Steve Grinter 
 

A  welcome return to the calendar 
for this event, it having been 
cancelled at the last minute in 
2013. Having competed in this 

event for the past 7 years, it has been my 
traditional first long distance trial of the 
calendar as I don't tend to do the MCC 
events. The weather has been different 
over the years as it can be unpredictable 
at this time of year to say the least. Two 
years ago it was fine and clear but well 
below freezing. How different this year! It 
had been wet and windy since Christmas, 
and this Sunday was no different. A fine 
drizzle started at around 6am and by 7:30 
had developed into steady rain. 
 
Just a pop round the corner into Irelands 
Motorcycles for a quick bike checkover. 
All went well until we discovered that the 
rear light bulb had blown and I had left my 
tool box with the spare bulbs at home. No 
real drama, but as my steed is a 1978 
Honda it has 6v electrics. The nice man in 
Irelands doing the checking said “ohh 
these 6v bulbs are quite hard to get hold 
of now but I bought a box recently”. He 
kindly gave me a bulb and having passed 
scrutineering it was time to suit up and a 
short ride up the hill to sign on. 
 
We set off at 9 am, our happy group 
consisted of the route master and senior 
technique advisor Buster Griffin, new girl 
on the block and mad as a box of frogs 
Kathy, Beta boy and I. The first 6 miles to 
the first section (Hurscott) set the scene 
for the day as the common factor was 
consistent rain. The water was running 
down the section and across the road in a 
torrent. The restart was cancelled so just 
a straight run up the hill, with no dramas 
accept for buster who had an 
unscheduled stop near the top of the 
section. 

 
Special test next, start, stop. go and stop 
astride the line. All through OK and the 
quickest in our group was the new girl, 
she certainly can get some speed out of 
that CRF 230. 
 
Pressing on to the next section (Riverton) 
there is no let-up in the weather, there 
was a restart here but the group all 
managed this test with no dramas. 
Likewise the Huntstone group of sections 
did not increase the group’s score tally 
any further, 
 
Next on the route is the classic section 
High Bray, a rocky climb without a restart 
this year. Here experience payed 
dividends as the old guard wizzed up with 
no problem. I elected to ride the harder off 
camber rock slabs on the left just to 
entertain the gathered crowd. Risky but 
good fun. New girl however was less 
fortunate and got crossed up halfway up 
and added to her score. 
 
Moving on the next group of sections was 
to start with Lower Molland but 
unfortunately this section was cancelled. 
Then Jimmy’s Hill, a steep climb with a 
restart, quite slippery but the group all got 
away cleanly. Next Badgers Hill, another 
blast up a steep climb criss crossed with 
tree roots. There were no dramas here 
either. Next up was Rodney’s Revenge, 
another slippery climb with a real tricky 
restart near the top. This section always 
cost me a few marks when I had the 
Scorpa T Ride as the power delivery was 
quite sharp causing the rear wheel to spin 
up, exiting the restart line backwards and 
gaining a fail. Not this time, the new old 
Honda 185 barely has the power to spin 
the wheel, so for the first time in a few 
years I was away clean. 
 
Now the long trek across the Barbrook. 
The first couple of miles were OK as we 
were down in the valley. The wind had 
now got up and the rain was still 
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persistent. At the top of the valley we 
turned into the maelstrom. I have to say 
that after 6 miles I was starting to question 
my sanity. The freezing rain and wind was 
coming straight off the Atlantic. The little 
Honda battled on but the combination of 
the wind, hills, and the rider not been able 
to see through wet glasses slowed 
progress somewhat. It was at this point 
that the cold rain hitting my cheeks started 
to feel like they had the skin torn off and it 
was now hitting bare nerves. It was really 
stinging at this point and my gloves were 
soaked and I could no longer feel my 
thumbs (Note to self to invest in some 
new gloves as after 20 years mine are no-
longer waterproof).  
 
We pushed on and reached Barbrook 
filling station. Time for a hot chocolate, 
many thanks for that Buster. This is about 
the only time you would wish that an 
insulated paper cup was not insulated as 
the primary purpose of the hot beverage 
was to impart some warmth back into the 
hands. It must have been partially 
successful as they were starting to hurt 
again! Upon stepping out of the kiosk we 
were greeted with blue sky and sunshine. 
Loving that north Devon micro climate. 
 
Next section was Beggars Roost, an old 
classic and used in the MCC events. Over 
the years this section has become a little 
tame for the bike class, so the group all 
traversed it and completed the restart 
without loss of marks. 
 
Following a short ride up the hill near 
Watersmeet we arrived at the penultimate 
section. Here the bikes deviated from the 
usual section at Floyds Bank used by the 
cars to a new bike only section Floyds 
Gully. This was a climb up a muddy gulley 
with a tight turn half way up followed by an 
even steeper off camber climb to the 
ends. This section provided endless 
entertainment for the bikes. It all started 
with Buster giving it a big handful to get to 
the begins card. Unfortunately Kathy was 

directly behind and received a liberal 
coating of mud from head to toe. This 
section proved to be the groups undoing 
all of us failed to reach the ends. Beta boy 
came off worst with a spectacular mid-
section bike pirouette landing in the 
adjacent tree, unfortunately snapping off 
his front mudguard. 
 
The final section was quite tame so no 
further dramas and whilst waiting for the 
others I observed a strange sight as the 
mad woman decided to lay face down in 
the torrent of water running down the road 
pretending to make snow angels, whilst 
the car competitors looked on with 
bemused looks on their faces. Not sure if 
the lift goes all the way to the top there. 
She claimed that she was trying to wash 
off Busters sticky discharge from the 
previous section. 
 
A quick sign off in the pub, then the long 
ride back into the wind to Barnstable. 
Unfortunately for Beta boy all the spray 
from the front wheel was ending up in his 
face due to the absence of a mudguard. 
The little Honda consumed all of its fuel 5 
miles from the finish 
 
Despite the weather we all had a 
marvellous time and I would like to thank 
all the hard work put in by the NDMC and 
its helpers, you all deserve a gold star for 
braving the weather. 
 
Results, 
 
Pre 65 - Andy Craddock 19. Up to 225cc 
Win - Steve Grinter 3, 1st Class - Martin 
Fletcher 4. Over 225cc Win - Dave 
Craddock 3, 1st Class - Neil Arnold 11. 
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The 2014 Exmoor Trial 
by Stuart Highwood 
 

W hen I was a small boy, an old 
boy called Bill, who worked 
on the farm here in Kent, 
would stare in the distant 

west cloud line and announce, “I don’t like 
what coming up from Will’s Mother.” I 
always wonder who Will’s mother was, in 
fact who Will was and where they lived. I 
thought of him when I looked at the sky 
on Saturday afternoon before we left to 
drive to the Staghunters Inn Brendon. Neil 
and I drove through torrential rain on the 
M3 and the A303 as we headed west. 
 
We arrived late at the pub to be 
welcomed by Richard and the Wyburn 
family. It is an excellent pub with good 
food and wide choice of beer. It poured 
hard all night. Does Wills mother live in 
Brendon or half way up Beggars Roost??  
Makes you wonder! 
 
Got up early and made our way to 
Barnstable and were quickly scrutineered 
and then onto Cedars Inn to sign on and 
eat a hasty Breakfast. We were quite an 
early number so we didn’t have to hang 
around for long. 
  
We arrived at the first hill. I’ve always 
fancied white water rafting. I think Devon 
might be just the place to go for just such 
an experience, but I didn’t expect to be 
driving a Marlin at the same time! The 
Beetle in front of us disappeared in to a 
pothole and a large tractor appeared to 
tow him out. We made our attempt and 
came to the same grinding halt. It would 
have been better if they had left the 
Beetle in the hole to smooth the road out. 
We might have climbed it then. 
 
After a special test, we came to Riverton. 
I said to Neil, “I know this one! We do this 
on the Lands End.” Wrong, due to 
woodland working this has all changed. 

We had a restart on a sharp corner before 
we rejoined the Riverton we all know. 
Tricky, but not too bad, and we got away 
and cleaned the hill. 
 
After another special test, which included 
one of the longest reverses I’ve done on a 
trial, we arrived at two hills in Hunstone 
Woods. The first had an early restart on a 
steep incline, which we slipped back on. 
Excellent friendly marshal, who hadn’t got 
a handy matchbox, flagged us on and a 
sharp left hand saw us to the top of the 
hill. After a bad start, things are looking 
up. The second saw us turn sharp right 
into a restart and then a steady climb over 
a brow. It had stopped raining now, so we 
took the roof off as the sun came out. 
 
Shortly we were at High Bray. There was 
a little wait here. When Mark and I were 
waiting to climb Simms on the Exeter, we 
chatted to two “experts” from Devon. As 
we were reversing down Simms, I turned 
and said to Mark, “I’m not taking advice 
from anybody from Devon again!” Neil 
and I started chatting to a spectator from 
Devon who had just walked down High 
Bray. “It’s rough up there. I’ wouldn’t climb 
it with tyres as flat as that if I were you.” 
“Don’t listen to him. He comes from 
Devon.” I said. An MR2 that we had been 
following went up the hill. As he climbed 
the hill, it sounded a bit like someone 
hitting a bit of tin with a sledge hammer. 
Neil and I agreed to pump the tyres up to 
15lb and take the Devonshire advice! And 
we climbed it. 
 
Next we found ourselves in the woods 
that contain Rodney’s Revenge. We sat at 
the bottom of Jimmy’s Hill and watched a 
few cars climb it. This part of Devon is 
great for trialing. Even though it was still 
raining off and on, and we had had 
torrential rain for the past few weeks, 
because of the stone in the soil, we were 
still able to climb a steep hill including a 
restart. Onto Badgers Hill. This is right 
next door to Rodneys Revenge. It’s a 
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sharp right hand turn into the hill and a 
steep straight climb. While we are waiting, 
we watch a class 8 climb Rodneys. 
There’s a restart half way up the main 
second slope. All we could see was the 
passenger’s head bouncing between the 
trees. He then went on to climb it. 
 
Well, we tried all the bouncing, revving, 
waggling the steering wheel etc but to no 
avail. The Marlin didn’t move an inch off 
the restart line, in fact I think we went 
backwards! 
 
Next was Beggars Roost. A nice simple 
restart half way up, and then back to 
Brendon where we started that morning. 
Above the village there are 2 hills.. Floyd’s 
Bank is a deeply rutted track on a left 

hand bend followed by a steep climb over 
the bank. We failed to get the Marlin to 
turn soon enough to climb the bank and 
rested at the 4 marker. Further up the hill 
is the final climb of the day Cross Lane.  It 
is a simple straight climb with a restart. 
We came out the top and followed a 
rather round about route back to the pub 
to sign off, load up the trailer and get on 
our way home 
 
We had a brilliant trial. Very well 
organized and some serious testing hills 
that make a good fun day out. I’m not 
interested in easy class 0 style hills. Even 
if it means we end up with a scratch or 
two and some punctures to mend, I like 
them rough. The Exmoor suits me fine. 

The 2014 Cotswold Clouds 
Trial 
by Chris Wall 
 

T he Cotswold Clouds is possibly 
my favourite trial, it’s the one I 
remember watching as a 
youngster, the first event I drove 

and it’s close to home so not far to go 
when we inevitably break down! This 
year, the usual combination of 
competitive and historic sections meant 
the trial was fully subscribed long before 
the closing date. With the wettest winter 
since Noah was building his ark, the trial 
was always going to be a damp one, and 
so it proved. 
 
There is always much debate as to 
whether running early or late is an 
advantage, personally it has never made 
a difference to me – I manage to fail most 
sections regardless of where I’m running! 
However with the very wet conditions, 
running number 15 and second class 8 on 
the road did appear to offer a tricky task. 
After the usual pleasantries at the start it 

was just a short drive to the first section 
Axe – this is a long, muddy climb with 
deep clay and a vicious step lurking to 
catch out the unwary. Traditionally the 
early runners have the worst of the 
section, and it proved that way again, with 
7 of the first 10 cars failing the section 
and having to reverse all the way back. 
This caused a few issues with the trial 
queuing through narrow lanes as the 
planned hold control was too waterlogged 
to be put into effect. There was a further 
hold up as the marshals had to collect 
one of Lee Peck’s front arches which had 
decided to jettison itself during his climb. 
Our attempt came just as the section was 
beginning to clear through and we made it 
to the top without too much drama. 
 
Next was Crooked Mustard and after a 
shorter than normal wait at the hold 
control we rumbled to the bottom of the 
section. Mustard is one of the great 
sections in classic trialling – a sunken 
lane shaped like an S-bend, it features 
sharp corners, cliff-like sides and rocky 
slabs. Before our attempt, there had only 
been one successful climb, but I was in 
confident mood leaving the line having 
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never failed the section. That confidence 
however was quickly replaced with 
disappointment as severe pilot error 
meant we were closer to joining the 
spectators than climbing the hill! We we’re 
helped on our way back down by some 
friendly advice from Paul Eamer. Paul 
was no doubt taking notes on successful 
Escort climbs after a minor inverted issue 
last year, and Aaron Haizelden showed 
the way with an excellent climb. 
 
The drive to Nailsworth Ladder allowed 
me some time to calm down and utter the 
odd unprintable word. We were greeted at 
the historic section by members of The 
Ross & District Motor Club who seemingly 
marshal the section every year. Hard 
work by Stroud volunteers had repaired 
water damage and made the infamous 
step a little smoother than previous years 
and the section was in relatively forgiving 
mood. We successfully managed to ease 
off the class 8 restart and made our way 
to the top successfully. 
 
On the other side of Minchinhampton 
Common, Ham Mill was considerably 
easier this year with the absence of a 
restart and virtually the whole entry 
managed to make it out the top. After 
passing up on the opportunity of a cooling 
treat from the next door Winstone’s ice 
cream factory, we headed to Cowcombe 
woods and Station Lane. This section is 
another long muddy section where road 
speed is critical to propel you through the 
deep ruts. As we waited on the start line, 
we saw Ben Gladwyn doing some work to 
his VW Passat. By the look of the front 
bumper and lights, it appeared he had 
been a little more off-road than he 
planned, but they managed to straighten it 
out and complete the event in the car’s 
maiden outing. Having been sent on our 
way by veteran Beetle driver John 
Sargent, we had a long fun blast up the 
section and reached the top covered in 
mud, with big grins on our faces. 
 

Within the same woods is Jerry’s, which 
ran a route that threaded its way through 
a number of trees and gave competitors a 
couple of different routes to choose from. 
After a quick discussion we decided which 
route we would aim for and made our 
attempt. By luck or judgement we 
managed to get around the trees and then 
had to tackle the step part of the section 
including a hairpin and very slippery leaf 
mould. We powered our way to the top 
and became the first vehicle out of the 
section, much to our delight.  
 
By this stage we we’re running very early 
so decided to break into our gourmet 
cheese sandwiches in some rare 
sunshine. Here we discovered that fellow 
class 8 competitors Mike Chatwin and 
Stuart Bartlett had both fallen foul of the 
trees on Jerry’s and dropped 10 points, 
leaving us thinking we may pull  a few 
back on the rest of the trial. However our 
satisfaction was short lived when we 
discovered that the section had to be 
cancelled with later numbers struggling to 
keep on all four wheels.   
 
Just down the road from pre-war Juniper 
was new section Heartwood. We were 
greeted by Clark of the Course Phil 
Tucker who informed us that the section 
was proving to be rather tougher than 
planned. Up to that point a 9 was the 
highest score attained and we joked with 
Phil that we’d look at the rest of the 
section when we stopped at the 12 
marker. That proved to be rather 
pessimistic and we managed to scrabble 
our way to the top to be the first car out of 
the section. After stopping and watching 
several attempts, we were pretty 
confident that again we would pull a few 
marks back on a lot of the trial.  
 
Onto Fred’s Folly and Pheasant’s Run 
which both had potentially tricky restarts, 
we managed to get away from Fred’s 
Folly but more driver stupidity meant we 
only managed to make it a car’s length off 
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class 4 Beetle 
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the latter. Here Lee Peck’s trial came to 
an end, having already broken the diff 
mounting it finally became too mobile to 
continue. 
 
Merve’s Serve was up next and I 
followed the pattern of every attempt I’ve 
ever made on this tricky section, namely: 
step 1) drive to restart, step 2) attempt 
restart, step 3) don’t move a single inch, 
step 4) reverse back, do not past go and 
do not collect £200. Luckily the ever 
present Nick Farmer was videoing here to 
catch me failing yet another hill. Having 
watched Nick’s video it appeared the 
section improved as the day wore on and 
Carl Talbot was the only class 8 to get 
over the hump after the restart with a 
determined climb in his Morris 
‘Trialsmaster’ or should that be 
‘Gripmaster’! 
 
Onto the Highwood complex, where the 
very wet observed test came before 
Highwood 1 and we managed the restart 
ok and continued along the track to cross 
the next section Highwood 2. Here we 
were waved on by a marshal who had 
failed to spot Mike Chatwin attempting the 
hill in his Wasp. I noticed Mike ascending 
at great speed and quickly tried to reverse 
back out of the way but unfortunately 
Mike spotted us and eased off the throttle 
for a split second and this was enough to 
bring him to a halt on the crest of the hill – 
sorry Mike!  

After some time wrestling the Wasp back 
down the section it was time for our 
attempt – we got great traction from the 
line and were storming up the section, 
when the Cannon decided it liked the look 
of a tree (it does that!) After backing off 
enough to bring the front wheels back 
down and avoid the tree by at least a 
millimetre, we achieved a respectable 
score of three. 
 
Climperwell came and went with little 
drama and it was on to Bull Banks. 
These two sections often provide a sting 
in the tail, with many a good day ruined 
by failing one or both of the restarts. This 
year however they were very grippy and 
most of the trial got off them both. 
 
At the finish, every competitor we spoke 
to had enjoyed a fantastic trial and loved 
their day in the Cotswolds. After a pint or 
three we discovered that another hill we 
cleaned had been cancelled, when 
Heartwood was scrubbed – a shame the 
cancellations hadn’t been the sections I 
messed up!? But despite these issues, 
when the results were announced they 
showed a good spread with various 
classes present in the top 10 - well done 
to all award winners. A big thank you to 
the organisers, marshals and all those 
involved, we will definitely be back next 
year. 
 

The 2014 Cotswold Clouds 
Trial 
by John Ludford 
 

I  expected the Cotswold Clouds Trial 
to be cancelled, following excessive 
rain this winter, and was pleasantly 
surprised to receive final instructions 

a week and a half before the event. Two 
helpful updates followed. 

 
The event started as usual by kind 
permission of SKF, from their premises at 
Stonehouse, which really is an excellent 
venue. The route took us 13 miles South, 
via the glorious Frocester Hill, and the 
village of Nympsfield to OS1, Axe Edge. 
The section caused few problems this 
year, and so all we travelled one and a 
half miles to a very challenging Crooked 
Mustard, which was in one of its meanest 
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moods this year, with only Dean Vowden, 
and Duncan Stephens, outside class 8, 
clearing the section. Most people 
stopped, as usual at the upper bend, or 
the step just afterwards, but the real 
problem lay lower down, where lack of 
grip prevented the build up of sufficient 
speed.  
 
An eleven mile journey via Kingscote and 
the A46 placed us six miles to the East at 
Nailsworth ladder. This was a problem 
mainly to class 7, which was required to 
attempt the class 8 restart. A short four 
mile ‘hop’ further North up the hill and 
across Minchinhampton Common, took 
us to Ham Hill (OS4), which was in a 
benign mood, and caused few problems. 
 
A short detour via a self manned holding 
control at Gliders Café found us a couple 
of miles East at Station Lane (OS5). This 
claimed e few scalps, and demanded a 
very long and time consuming reverse, 
for those of us who did not ‘clean’ it. 
Short forest tracks took us to Jerry’s 
(OS6), a new section I believe, where we 
were allowed to walk a little way past the 
start line. Unfortunately there was a big 
hole to the right of the track, and another 
to the left, just around the first corner. 
Nearly all competitors fell into one of 
these. Recovery was time consuming, 
and strenuous, and a very wise decision 
to cancel the section was made. 
 
A short journey took us to Heartwood 
(OS7), which was later withdrawn from 
the results because of marking 
complications. From here it was a short 
one and a half mile run to Fred’s Folly 
(OS8), which again caused problems in 
Class 7, and this time in part of class 8 as 
well, at the restart. Closely sited was 
Pheasant’s Run (OS9), which extracted a 
wide range of points from all classes. 
Nearby Merve’s Swerve (OS10), needed 
access via a five mile detour because of 
an earlier landslide, and was its usual evil 
self, being cleared by no one, lying 

unconquered but unloved at the end of 
the day. 
 
About a mile to the east lay our next ‘port 
of call’, the Highwood area. First the 
Special Test, which caused few failures, 
but attracted a wide range of times. Then 
on to Highwood 1(OS11), which attracted 
a wide range of scores, and Highwood 2
(OS12), which took copious points off 
nearly everyone, with some outstanding 
exceptions. 
 
A mile or so East lay Climperwell (OS13), 
which was in the most slippery state I 
have ever seen it. Never the less, most 
people cleaned the section, though 
some, like myself, became ‘beached’ on 
a tree stump, just before the six post, ruts 
leading us there like mythological sirens. 
 
Two miles further East lay Bull Banks 1
(OS14) and Bull Banks 2 (OS15), Which 
troubled few. 
 
Then on to Minchinhampton Golf Club, 
who entertained us delightfully, as usual, 
and revived us with most welcome coffee 
and food. 
 
Stroud and District Motor Club are to be 
congratulated for putting on a trial at all, 
after such endless extreme weather, and 
to maintain such high standards of 
organisation and smooth running 
deserves extra praise.     
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The Northern – a trial in two 
parts  
by Fred Mills 
 
Part One 
 

T he Fell Side Auto Club is, by most 
people’s standards, a small club. 
We have about thirty members 
and of them six are involved in 

organising the trial. Four people are very 
involved: Myke Pocock collates one 
hundred plus marshals; Chris and Diane 
create, sort, renovate, store and move 
several hundred markers, signs, radios, 
stopwatches and all the other 
paraphernalia needed to run a trial; I look 
after the paperwork, collate the entries 
etc. Derek is our Trial Secretary and Tony 
Branson our Chief Marshal. 
 
This story begins on the Thursday before 
the trial. I’m up early and drive the Marlin 
the seventy odd miles to Chris and 
Diane’s home near Carlisle. After a quick 
cuppa we’re off, in Chris’s Ford Focus, to 
set up a couple of sections, starting with 
Low Burthwaite Wood. This is a brand 
new section, on its own in a small wood.  
The ground underfoot was soft and the 
mud appeared to be 
about six inches deep 
with a good covering of 
grass. We set out the 
markers on the basis 
that the first 40 yards 
would be the most 
difficult, as the track was 
relatively dry further up 
the hill. After putting a 
‘close the gate’ sign on 
the exit gate from 
Lothwaite Side we 
headed off to ‘observed 
test 2’. 
 
This was on a country 
track and after setting it 
up we noticed that the 

exit route, whilst no problem for a trials 
car, would be impossible in the low slung 
Focus. We had no option but to go back 
the way we had come. Unfortunately this 
was up a very muddy hill, the tyres span 
uncontrollably and the car had to be 
pushed for about 500 yards back to the 
road. What Fun!   
 
By comparison Sandale was a doddle. 
Chris had already positioned the tyres at 
the start line so all we had to was set up 
the markers and restart box. A fair bit of 
gorse and brier lopping was needed here, 
amazing how quickly this stuff regrows. 
The last job here was to put in posts and 
tape to stop people parking on the grass 
verges at the top of the section. This is 
when the wind and sleet decided to really 
get us, we ended up soaked to the skin. It 
was good to get back to the house to dry 
off and get ready for the next day. Derek 
Reynolds travelled across after work and 
arrived in good time for our evening meal 
and a couple of glasses of wine. 
 
Friday was dull and dry and at 8:30 three 
setting up teams headed off to the hills. 
Tony Branson, Dave Miller, and Eric 
Gordon to Wythop Woods for Routen 
Romp etc.. Chris Veevers to Setmurthy for 

  Enough said? 
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2014 Northern 
Trial photos by 

Dave Cook 
 
 
 
Brad Mason: 175 cc 

BSA Bantam  

 
Jennie Strawford 
& Judith 
Waldron, Panther 
350cc single  on 
Burthwaite  
Wood 

 
 
 
 
John Kenny, 690 cc 
KTM ADV R, on 
Black Hole 
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Telf’s, Black Hole and observed test 1. 
Derek Reynolds and I met up with four 
others at the Darling How gate and 
proceeded to set up Darling How; 
Sheepfold; Ullister Hill and ‘24’. Two of 
the teams then met up at Setmurthy to set 
up the two Watch Hills. It was after sunset 
when we returned, tired and muddy, to 
the Veevers’ home. My wife and grandson 
arrived in time for us to all sit down for 
another of Diane’s wonderful meals. 
 
Part Two 
 
We are enthusiastic triallers and all of us 
would love to enter the Northern every 
year, unfortunately we have tasks to 
perform and roles to fill so this is 
impossible. However we decided, early 
on, that each year one of us should be 
able enter and this year it was my turn. 
Hence an entry from Fred and Carol Mills 
in their Marlin. 
 
Saturday morning we were up at 5:15 and 
on the road to the start venue at 6:00am. 
Dawn was just breaking when we arrived, 
the weather was dull, damp, breezy and 
cool. We’d promised our motorcycle 
scrutineer that he would be under cover 
this year and the first half hour entailed 
about seven people erecting and tying 
down a gazebo. Whilst this was going on 
Carol and I talked to some of the 
competitors who’d arrived early. It’s 
amazing how far people are willing to 
travel to join us. After scrutineering we 
headed in to The Stocksman to sign-on 
with Diane and Louise, to buy and eat a 
lovely bacon butty and chat to some more 
competitors. 
 
At our appointed time we set off towards 
Carlislegate Lane and arrived to find a 
short queue, some people ahead of us 
had failed about 150 yards up the section 
and were having to reverse to the bottom. 
There was a deep rut on the left where 
some cars were sticking. I think they were 

being too careful and decided to adopt the 
DAF method and get a bit of speed up 
before I reached it. The sump shield 
earned its keep and we flew up the lane 
without any problem. 
 
A short drive took us to Wythop Wood 
and firstly Routen Romp. When we 
checked the route a few weeks ago we 
found about fifteen large heaps of spoil 
three quarters across the access track. 
These had to be dug out to allow the 
passage of cars. Interestingly when we 
were waiting in the inevitable queue I 
noticed that one of the bike riders had 
ridden over the top of every pile. I’ve 
never been able to clear Routens before, 
but this time with the absence of a restart 
I was able to just make it out of the 
diversion and reach the top. 
 
The next section should have been 
Falcon’s Crest but the wind had played 
‘pick a stick’ with forty or so 80ft trees. We 
may get it back next year, assuming the 
forestry harvesting machines don’t 
completely destroy the track. Brown’s 
Challenge was a brand new section three 
years ago and was virtually impossible. It 
has been adopted by the VSCC for their 
Lakeland Trial and is turning into a really 
good section.  Previously I only managed 
a nine but this year made it to the top only 
to be caught out by the sneaky diversion 
to the one marker. I was able to turn at 
the top and come down forwards, which 
was nice. John Bell’s lovely MG broke a 
half shaft on Brown’s and he had to be 
helped out of the forest by the Assistant 
Clerk of the Course. 
 
Little Cockup was the end of my trial last 
year, a brake pipe fractured whilst I was 
waiting to be towed out the top. This time 
no problem and I only had a score of 1 
point. Lothwaite Side brought me back to 
earth, I completely misjudged the restart, 
went in low and with wheels spinning 
slowly slid back down the hill.  Score now 
7. 
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Low Burthwaite was one of the sections 
I’d set up on Thursday. Prior knowledge 
was no use and I ground to a halt in the 
deep mud at the six-marker. I had to be 
pulled back down the hill by a Land 
Rover! Score now 13. 
 
Darling How was a section we lost for a 
few years following the flood of 2010. I’m 
glad we can use it again, it is long, 
smooth and straight with a slippery start 
area and a total change of character after 
crossing the forest track where it 
becomes rutted, wet and stony. Great fun 
especially when you clear it and find 
yourself in six inches of snow. Sheepfold 
is all in the first ten yards after that it is 
easy. Another clear, score still 13. 
 
Ullister Hill was being looked after by Stan 
Peel and his three friends, between them 
they had a combined age approaching 
three hundred years. This section used to 
be for class 0 only but is now a very 
testing hill for all classes. The car ahead 
of me became totally stuck at the top and 
a posse of us climbed up to him and 
helped get him out. Bearing in mind his 
problems I decided not to push my luck 
and stopped a little short of section end 
and was given 2. The last one in 
Whinlatter is ‘24’, brought in at the last 
minute as a replacement for Lord’s Seat 
which had been declared as unsafe by 
the Forestry Commission’s H & S guru. 
We had considered calling it ‘Sow’s Ear’ 
as we weren’t sure it would be 
competitive. As it worked out it caused no 
end of angst for some people. Another 
clear and my score was now 15. 
 
Back on to the road and Setmurthy 
Common where there lurked Telf’s 
Challenge. This was a new section last 
year, very few people climbed it and it 
was the same again this year. Stuart 
Bartlett, Mike Chatwin and Dean 
Partington were the only car competitors 
to get up. Most of the rest of us managed 
scores between 12 and 3. The best I 

could do was 10, my total was now 25 
and things were starting to be 
disappointing. 
 
Black Hole was fast and fun. Another 
clear cheered me up and gave me hope 
that I could clear Watch Hill. When 
checking the route out and whilst setting 
up this section we had great trouble 
making it up the bridleway to the start line. 
4x4s were gently sliding off, what 
appeared to be a firm dry surface, into the 
trees on the right. On closer inspection it 
became clear that the route to use was 
well to the left through a foot of mud and 
leaf mould, it had a lovely firm surface 
underneath. The next problem after 
reaching the start line was to actually 
move forwards off it. Despite letting tyres 
down to 10lbs I, like most others, couldn’t 
even reach the 12 marker and had to 
return down the bridleway with my tail 
between my legs.  My score was now 37 
and Sandale was next. 
 
I’ve only attempted Sandale once before 
and I failed to make it out of the restart 
box. My wife and son had both cleared 
the hill whilst competing in class 0 so the 
pressure was on me to succeed. 
Especially because there was no restart 
for class 7 this time. When Chris and I set 
up on Thursday the slurry at the bottom of 
the hill was 9 to 12 inches deep and the 
rest of the route was very soft and muddy. 
I decided the only way to do it was to go 
as fast as possible all the way and it 
worked! My score for the whole trial was 
37 my best result ever. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed 
to the day: Officials, marshals, 4x4 
recovery, start/finish venue and not least 
the competitors who, despite atrocious 
weather elsewhere in the country, 
managed to travel from as far away as 
Torquay, Grimsby and Bedford. 
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The 2014 Northern Trial 
by Chris Maries 
 

A  4 am rise and a 5 am start saw 
us on our long journey from 
Cheshire to Wigton for the start 
of THE NORTHERN TRIAL in 

the Suzuki X90.I am being accompanied 
by a new navigator by the name of Paul 
Dobson, an avid motorsport enthusiast 
and racer. Paul has never done a classic 
trial before but has been a friend of mine 
for 25 years since he was a young lad. 
Whilst he did not know what to expect 
from the trial, he knew that I would be 
fully committed and approach each hill 
with gusto. My normal passenger Graham 
is nursing a broken shoulder. This hap-
pened the Friday of the Exeter Trial, but 
he still acted as passenger for me on the 
day. 
 
Scrutineering, signing on and sustenance 
in the form of a Bacon Butty and a Mug of 
tea all carried out with no fuss or bother 
at the new start venue; the excellent 
“Hopes Auction Mart”. 
 
8.40 was our start time. Being number 45 
we only had 4 cars before us and we 
looked forward to being an early runner 
for a change. This was to prove costly in 
terms of scores because after a short 
distance we were the first car behind the 
bikes and they only have two wheels in 
line and we have 4! (more of this later ) 
 
Section 1 Carlislgate Lane. This is de-
scribed as a stoney track with muddy 
patches and deep ruts. Whilst waiting for 
our turn, Hal Branson got well and truly 
beached in the ruts less than a third of 
the way up the lane. It was not looking 
good for a class 5 car when a class 7 was 
stuck! Our turn arrived and we attacked 
the lane with some speed and gusto with 
my passenger Paul Dobson urging me 
on.  We achieved a clean - great start. 
 

Section 2 Routen Romp. This was de-
scribed as Smooth stony forest track with 
a diversion after the restart. No problem 
this year as we got past the restart that 
had caught us before and got through the 
narrow diversion round a tree. We then 
got stuck in the soft mud getting back 
onto the main track. A 3 for our efforts 
was our reward and loads of fun! 
 
Section 3 Brown’s Challenge. This was a 
straight blast from a muddy bottom up a 
steep hill. Had never before been past the 
9! This time we scored 5 with some en-
thusiastic bouncing by Paul - what it is to 
be young fit and agile! 
 
Section 4 Little Cock-up. A rutted forest 
track that gets very muddy half way up, 
then has a left hand bend with a huge 
rock step that usually stops us. NOT 
THIS TIME. We blasted high up the berm 
bank on the right and burst out of the top 
for a clean to the utter surprise of the 
towing crew stationed at the top of the 
climb. He said they had not expected an 
X90 to clean the hill. WE WERE 
CHUFFED. 
 
Section 5 Lowthwaite Side. This was an-
other stoney track with a nasty left turn 
over a rock step with a restart for classes 
6/7/8. We approached this hill with the 
same gusto as the previous hill and man-
aged the rock step to go clean. 
 
Section 6 Low Burthwaite Wood. This is a 
new section with a very muddy climb from 
the road with a tightish left hand bend still 
in deep mud. We got up to the left turn 
with a little too much momentum (read 
speed) and failed to make the turn. With a 
small shunt at the seven we then rushed 
up to the 2 just to see where it went. I 
thought, as I had paid my money, I should 
use all the section. It seemed rude not to 
after all the hard work that had gone into 
laying out the hill! Our final reward was a 
7 as that is where we stopped. Much fun 
was had by the X90 crew. 
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Section 7 Darling How. Snow was begin-
ning to fall and stick as we approached 
this hill which is a long straightish climb 
that gets ever steeper before it crosses 
the exit track and continues to climb up a 
very rough rutted track and finishes with a 
tight left hand bend. A great section that 
we cleaned. 
 
Section 8 Sheepfold. A rutted stoney track 
with exposed tree roots. This has stopped 
us on previous occasions but not this 
time. With much bouncing we go clean. 
Section 9 Ullister. A short blast up steep 
track that levels out to a deeply rutted hill 
with a left turn to nowhere but a boggy 
bank. The snow was now falling quite 
heavily as we blasted of the start line and 
continued all the way to the 2. So far so 
good but, whilst reversing down the sec-
tion, the rear wheels of the X90 slid out of 
the snow covered ruts and tetered on the 
edge of a six foot drop and was firmly 
stuck. No amount of pushing and shoving 
would budge the car. These actions, in 
fact, only made the situation worse and at 
one point it was suggested that I get out 
of the car as it was feared it would topple 
over. By this time the snow had covered 
the tracks that I had left, so I decided to 
stay dry and warm. With no sign of rescue 
Paul took matters into his own hands and 
walked down the section and spoke to 
Peter Masters who was next on the hill 
suggesting that, as my car was blocking 
the track, they would be going nowhere 
until we arranged for a 4X4 to tow us out. 
Paul had spotted a suitable Land Rover 
stationed half way up Darling How. Peter 
ran Paul to this location and persuaded 
the owner to come and rescue us. This he 
did with great skill. I am glad I had a fit, 
young, intelligent passenger to organise 
and execute this rescue. My sincere 
thanks to the marshals and the guy with 
the Green, well tooled up Land Rover. 
 
Section 10 “24” A new section A muddy 
stony track which has a sharp left up a 
bank to nowhere. A 3 here is as much as 

we can achieve as the X90 does not turn 
on mud. 
 
Section 11 Telf’s Challenge. Turn right off 
a stony track up a steep bank into WHO 
KNOWS WHERE!! I have never been 
past the ten! This time it is the same story, 
a ten and a reverse back to the start. One 
day I will find out what is beyond the rud-
dy ten!! 
 
Section 12 Black Hole. Straight run up 
muddy, rutted steep bank with tree roots 
and bits of tree trunk lurking in the mud to 
ruin your tyres. Set off with much gusto 
and climbed out of the ruts to avoid fallen 
tree and mounted the bank resulting in a 
7. I am beginning to hate Setmurthy Plan-
tation as our trial is falling apart. Must be 
getting tired after our early start!! 
 
Section 13 Lower Watch Hill.  I buggered 
up the starting spot by following the bikes 
- you remember only two wheels in line as 
against us with four wheels. Net result a 
massive 12 as I could not get the car off 
the start line. We had a timed test in these 
woods and I completely cocked it up. 
 
Observed test 2.  Also buggered this one 
up!! Must be old age, an early start and a 
general lack of talent? I did look into the 
talent bag before the second test and 
found it to be EMPTY!!! 
 
Sandale (best hill on trial) A boggy, clarty, 
rutted, fast and furious final hill which had 
to be ATTACKED with great speed and 
COMMITMENT - my sort of hill. Going 
clean here made up for all the cock-ups 
suffered on the trial. 
 
My thanks go out to all the organisers, 
marshals, and tow trucks that allowed us 
to have a great trial and a great deal of 
fun and enjoyment. Fell Side Auto Club 
put on a cracking trial and if you have not 
tried it you SHOULD. Just don’t mention 
SETMURTHY PLANTATION!! 
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BSW Accounting Services 
 

Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
Self Employed, need help with your accounts or self assessment tax return on 

line?  Need to set up a Limited Company? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
VAT   PAYE  NIC Pensions  Capital & Annual Investment allowances 
P&L Balance Sheet  Cash book  Purchase & Sale Books Cash Flow 

 
Free 1st consultation to work through options 

Contact - Barbara.selkirk@bswservices.co.uk 
www.bswservices.co.uk    01584 814594/ 07722 820933 

Marlin on Slippery Sam 
(Photo by Charlie Wooding) 
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Championship Chat 
 

I  shall start this edition with a report on 
the two motorcycle championships, 
The Pouncy League and the Red 
Rose Bowl up to and including the 

Northern. In the solo category Ian Myers 
is leading the way, some five points clear 
of last year’s Pouncy League winner, 
David Craddock who is only a single 
point ahead of Phil Sanders. A 
newcomer (to me at any rate) Mick 
Whitehouse is fourth with Buster Griffin 
and the only lady in the championship 
and another new entry, Kathy Martin, in 
fifth. If the name seems familiar see 
below. 
 
The Red Rose Bowl is currently 
dominated by last year’s winner, 
Alexander Lidgate with Steve Urell and 
Geoff Westcott occupying the minor 
places. That familiar name crops up here 
in the shape of Arnie Martin competing 
in the Red Rose Bowl. According to the 
results of the Exmoor Trial Arnie has 
been partnered by Simon Groves but 
unfortunately they had to retire on the 
Exmoor. I’d like to see that combination 
out and about somewhere! 
 
Carl Talbot has already won two events 
this year (plus a retirement on the Clee) 
and leads the Wheelspin by six points 
from Keith Sanders in his class 5 
Scimitar. Mike Chatwin has scored on 
two events and occupies third spot, with 
another event winner, James Shallcross 
in fourth. Michael Leete has his Beetle in 
fifth place, equal on points with Tris 
White in his Troll. This pair is only two 
points ahead of the fourth event winner 
John White. 
 
After five events the Crackington is led, 
just, by Keith Sanders from Carl Talbot, 
while Nick Deacon in his Suzuki X90 is 
third. The top three are followed by a 

gaggle of competitors separated by only a 
few marks and including Tris White, 
David Golightly, Stuart Bartlett, Mike 
Chatwin and newcomer Trevor Wood. 
 
The Navigator’s League top end 
contains a lot of new names including in 
the lead, Hollie Wood, Matt Facey’s 
passenger, Carla Smith, Kieran Bartlett, 
Gaby Albertova and the Selwood 
brothers, Norton and Jack. 
 
These positions are excluding the 
Northern Trial points, as I don’t yet have 
the necessary data. 
 
I can’t report on the Troll Trophy for 
teams because I haven’t received any 
entrants! I will still take entries but points 
will only be scored from the Torbay trial 
onwards. 
 
I’d like to finish by wishing one of our 
trialling stalwarts, Bill Bennett, well and 
hoping for a swift recovery Get well soon 
Bill, we miss you and Liz out on events. 
 

Chris Phillips 
Championship Secretary 
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Crackington Table March 2014
Exe ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har ALL CaC Total  Events

Keith Sanders . 11.0 10.8 10.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.7 3
Carl Talbot . R 10.6 11.0 10.6 . . . . . . . . . . . 32.2 3
Nick Deacon 3.0 9.0 9.8 7.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.7 4
Tris White . 10.8 8.6 10.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.4 3
David Golightly . 8.0 . 8.9 10.4 . . . . . . . . . . . 27.3 3
Stuart Bartlett . 9.8 . 6.0 9.6 . . . . . . . . . . . 25.4 3
Michael Chatwin . 8.8 . 8.0 8.6 . . . . . . . . . . . 25.4 3
Trevor Wood 5.0 8.0 7.5 3.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.5 4
Matt Facey . . 10.2 10.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.1 2
Aaron Haizelden . . 10.3 9.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.2 2
Ryan Tonkin . . 10.3 9.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.2
Michael Leete . 9.2 . . 10.2 . . . . . . . . . . . 19.4 2
Ed Wells . 10.0 . 9.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.0 2
David Haizelden . . 9.2 9.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.7 2
Charles Knifton . 7.8 . 2.0 7.6 . . . . . . . . . . . 17.4 3
Stuart Highwood 1.0 5.0 10.5 R . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.5 3
Richard Peck 5.0 10.2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.2 2
James Shallcross 5.0 10.1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.1 2
Julian Lack 5.0 9.0 . R . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.0 2
Roger Goldthorpe . 3.0 . . 10.5 . . . . . . . . . . . 13.5 2
Peter Hart . 11.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.0 1
John White . . . 10.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.9 1
Colin Burrow 3.0 . 7.8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.8 2
John Bell . 10.6 R . R . . . . . . . . . . . 10.6 1
Nick Cleal . . R 10.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.5 1
Dudley Sterry 3.0 6.8 . 0.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.8 2
Dean Partington 3.0 . . . 6.6 . . . . . . . . . . . 9.6 2
John Wilton . . . 9.2 . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.2 1
Nigel Moss . . . 9.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.0 1
Tony Young . . . 8.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.9 1
Brian Alexander . 2.0 6.8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.8 2
Ross Cookman . . 8.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.5 1
Robert Hodgkinson . 2.0 . . 6.5 . . . . . . . . . . . 8.5 2
Stewart Green . . 8.3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.3 1
Mal Allen . . . 8.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.0 1
Rob Haworth 1.0 7.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.0 2
Chris Thompson 1.0 . . 6.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.9 2
John Cavendish . . . 7.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.5 1
Joshua Moss . . . 7.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.0 1
Rob Wells . 7.0 . R . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.0 1
Harry Butcher . . . 6.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.9 1
Ian Moss . . . 6.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.9 1
Tony Branson . 6.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.0 1
Peter Jones . . 5.8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.8 1
Dick Bolt 5.0 . . R . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 1
Dave Broom 5.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 1
Nick Farmer 5.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 1
Terry Mattin 5.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith . 0.0 . 5.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 1
Caroline Ugalde 5.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 1
Mike Workman . . . 5.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 1
Mark Dillon 3.0 . . R . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.0 1
Richard Houlgate 3.0 R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.0 1
David Jackson 3.0 R . 0.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.0 1
John Ludford 3.0 0.0 . 0.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.0 1
Alan Selwood 3.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.0 1
Michael Warnes 3.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.0 1
Brian Partridge 1.0 . . 0.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.0 1
Stephen Potter 1.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.0 1
Jonathan Toulmin 1.0 R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.0 1
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Wheelspin Table 2014
Exe ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har ALL CaC Total  Events

Carl Talbot 10 8 10 28.0 3
Keith Sanders 9 8 5 22.0 3
Michael Chatwin 8 8 16.0 2
James Shallcross 5 10 15.0 2
Tris White 1 4 7 12.0 3
Michael Leete 7 5 12.0 2
John White 10 10.0 1
Dean Partington 3 6 9.0 2
Stuart Bartlett 9 9.0 1
Nick Deacon 3 4 7.0 2
David Golightly 3 4 7.0 2
Charles Knifton 7 7.0 1
John Bell 6 6.0 1
Nigel Moss 6 6.0 1
Dick Bolt 5 5.0 1
Dave Broom 5 5.0 1
Nick Farmer 5 5.0 1
David Haizelden 5 5.0 1
Julian Lack 5 5.0 1
Terry Mattin 5 5.0 1
Richard Peck 5 5.0 1
Caroline Ugalde 5 5.0 1
Trevor Wood 5 5.0 1
Stuart Highwood 1 3 4.0 2
Colin Burrow 3 3.0 1
Mark Dillon 3 3.0 1
Richard Houlgate 3 3.0 1
David Jackson 3 3.0 1
John Ludford 3 3.0 1
Alan Selwood 3 3.0 1
Dudley Sterry 3 3.0 1
Michael Warnes 3 3.0 1
Roger Goldthorpe 3 3.0 1
Joshua Moss 2 2.0 1
Mat Facey 1 1.0 1
Rob Haworth 1 1.0 1
Brian Partridge 1 1.0 1
Stephen Potter 1 1.0 1
Chris Thompson 1 1.0 1
Ryan Tonkin 1 1.0 1

Motorcycles Tables 2014
Exe Exm Nor Cha Tor LE Ilk T&T Tar Edi ExC Tam Har NW Total  Events

Pouncy League
Ian Myers 12 7 10 . . . . . . . . . . . 29.0 3
David Craddock 12 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.0 2
Philip Sanders 12 . 11 . . . . . . . . . . . 23.0 2
Mick Whitehouse . 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.0 1
Edward Griffin . 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.0 1
Kathy Martin . 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.0 1
Stephen Bailey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 0
Chris Lidstone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 0
Geoff Walker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 0

Red Rose Bowl
Alexander Lidgate 12 9 12 . . . . . . . . . . . 33.0 3
Steve Urell 12 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.0 2
Geoff Westcott 8 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.0 2
Peter Adams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 0
Andrew Martin . R . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 0
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Navigator's League 2014
Exe ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har ALL CaC Total  Events

Hollie Wood . . 10.2 10.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.1 2
Carla Smith . 8.0 . 8.9 . . . . . . . . . . . 16.9 2
Kieran Bartlett . 9.8 . 6.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.8 2
Gaby Albertova 5.0 10.1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.1 2
Norton Selwood 5.0 . R 9.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.5 2
Jack Selwood 3.0 . 10.3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.3 2
Carlie Hart . 11.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.0 1
Ralph Talbot . R . 11.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.0 1
James Trainor . 10.2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.2 1
Tim Cookman . . 8.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.5 1
Donny Allen . . . 8.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.0 1
Nick Wood 1.0 . . 6.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.9 2
David Slade . . . 7.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.5 1
Chris Phillips . 6.8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.8 1
Mark Ensoll 1.0 5.0 . R . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.0 2

 
George 

Bradshaw  & 
Jason Stokes, 

Austin 7 on the 
2014 Clee Hills 

Trial,  
Callow Bank 

 
 
 
(Photo by Tony 
Adams) 
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*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 

 2014 Dates Event Organising Club Status
Fri 3 Jan Exeter MCC Championship C/M
Sun 19 Jan Clee Hills MAC Championship C
Sun 26 Jan Exmoor North Devon MC Championship C/M
Sun 2 Feb Cotswold Clouds Stroud MC Championship C
Sun 2 Feb North Coast Camel Vale *
Sun 9 Feb Launceston L&NCMC *
Sat 15 Feb Northern Fellside Championship C/M
Sat 15 Feb Exmoor Fringe Trial VSCC *
Sun 23 Feb Chairmans Holsworthy Championship M
Sat 1 Mar Derbyshire VSCC *
Sun 2 Mar March Hare Falcon MC ACTC Invite
Sun 2 Mar Camel Heights Camel Vale *
Sat 8 March Ebworth Stroud MC ACTC Invite
Sat 15 Mar Herefordshire Trial VSCC *
Sun 16 Mar Bovey Down Windwhistle ACTC Invite
Sun 23 Mar Torbay Torbay MC Championship C/M
Sun 6 April Kyrle Ross & District Championship C
Sat 12 Apr Scottish Trial VSCC *
Fri 18 Apr Land's End MCC Championship C/M
Mon 21 Apr Presidents Camel Vale *
Sun 11 May Ilkley Trial Ilkley MC Championship C/M
Sat 14 Jun ACTC Awards Ceremony
Sun 6 Jul Testing Trial (TBC) MCC
Sun 7 Sep ACTC AGM
Sat 13 Sept Yorkshire Trial VSCC *
Sun 21 Sept Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship C/M
Sun 28 Sept Tarka North Devon MC Championship M
Sat 4 Oct Edinburgh MCC Championship C/M
Sat 11 Oct Welsh Trial VSCC *
Sun 12 Oct Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship C/M
Sun 19 Oct Mechanics Stroud MC ACTC Invite
Sun 26 Oct Tamar L&NCMC Championship C/M
Sun 2 Nov Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite
Sat 8 Nov Lakeland Trial VSCC *
Sun 16 Nov Hardy Woolbridge Championship C/M
Sat 22 Nov Cotswold Trial VSCC *
Sun 30 Nov Allen BMC&LCC Championship C
Sun 30 Nov Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship M
Sun 7 Dec Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship C

FORTHCOMING EVENTS


