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EDITORIAL 
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I hope you all had a very good Christmas and wish you all a happy and successful 2014, 
especially if you are entering trials. In particular my best wishes go to our organisers—
we are currently up to our ears with the Clee Hills, so I know how hard they work. 
Jonathan has tried to take a back seat and not do so much, however he keeps getting 
dragged in. 
 
You will notice that this edition of Restart is smaller than usual, at least there won’t be 
too many problems with the Post Office! There are two reasons. Firstly a shortage of 
copy. Jonathan asks lots of people (not all ACTC) and this time he has been let down by 
quite a few. For example he chased 12 people just before Chrismas and only had 2 
replies 
 
Secondly is my usual problem with getting photographs. Dave Cook has been busy with 
family commitments and will not be out until the Clee Hills. You don’t necessarily need to 
send me yours—I know how difficult it can be if you are a competitor, but if you know of 
a photographer please let me know. This latter is particularly relevant for organisers, 
some clubs have an official photographer and some people sign on as a marshal, if they 
want to get close to the action. So many thanks to Kelvin Talbot for helping me out. 
 
Also I have not been very well this New Year, so apologies if it isn’t up to my usual 
standard, with too much white space. 
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GILES’ 
JOTTINGS 
 
.Well to start with, Happy New Year to 
everyone.  Hopefully cars, drivers, 
navigators and riders are all set for 
another season of trialling. With the 
current weather, it would seem that there 
will be plenty of mud on the hills. 
 
Last years championships are now 
complete and congratulations must go to 
all the award winners. To fight for the 
championships certainly takes 
commitment, especially when we have a 
number of events on consecutive 
weekends. But whether fighting for a 
championship, outright win, class or 
simply hoping to get up as many hills as 
possible, hopefully last years efforts have 
been worthwhile.  
 
We remain fortunate that our sport, 
together with so many others, are able to 
continue in this day and age, especially 
with so many issues and fights arising 
over rights of way. Once again, we all owe 
a huge debt of gratitude to the organisers 
of our events, who every year have to 
stand their ground and argue the case for 
the continued use of certain sections.  
 
Luckily, the ACTC have an incredibly 
dedicated Rights of Way officer in the 
shape of Andrew Brown. Andrew has 
worked tirelessly for a number of years 
with the likes of LARA, to create 
awareness of our sport and ensure hills 
aren’t lost to us.  
 
Andrew has recently requested 
information on Facebook regarding hills 
used on the now defunct White Peaks 
trial. If you can help with this, or any other 
campaign Andrew brings to light, then 

please do so, or accept the potential 
consequences. 
 
On a more positive note, we have a new 
event on the calendar for May 2014, which 
is to be organised by Durham Motor Club. 
It’s always nice to have more events 
spread around the country, as opposed to 
being predominantly South West based. 
This year the event will be run as ACTC 
invite, but we are observing it for inclusion 
in the Championship for 2015. So please 
support it if you can. 
 
And while adding events to your diary for 
2014, please be sure to include the ACTC 
dinner and awards evening in June. It’s a 
chance to recognise this years winners, 
but also to get together in our “off season” 
and talk about past failure and glories on 
the hills. 
 
Finally, we hope to have a new website 
appearing in the next few months. James 
Shallcross has volunteered to take over 
from Pat Toulmin in order to maintain our 
on-line presence. There is a lot of work to 
do yet, especially in ensuring all the 
information Pat has uploaded over the 
years is not lost, but James seems to 
have it all in hand. Pat meanwhile will 
continue as Restart editor, ably assisted 
by Jonathan. 
 
Have a great 2014. 
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Windwhistle Motor Club 
Invites you to the  

 
8th Bovey Down single venue clubsport classic car trial 

16th March 2014 
The venue is located near Seaton, Devon MR: 192/203913 

 
Join us for a day of fun at 20+ sections, such as the well known Clinton and Normans 
Hump as used in the Exeter trial. Ideal for novices or for those with many,  many years 

of experience. No competition licence required and day membership available for 
those wanting to give motor sport a go. 

Numbers are limited to 40, so no long queues at the sections.    
 

Catering van with excellent food and a portaloo in case of one too many cups of tea 
will be available throughout the day. 

 
Cost of entry is £30.00. For entry form and regs please contact Event Secretary: Liz 
Hobbs at hobnobus@btinternet.com or tel: 01460 30996. Marshals always welcome – 
please contact Chief Marshal : Anna Robinson at  david@robinson2x.plus.com  

Closing date for entry is 2nd March 2014 
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Sect’
s 

Spin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A happy new year to all you trialists 
out there, can I wish you success on 
most hills you climb in 2014. 
 
I am writing this during the ‘quiet’ 
period between Christmas and the 
New Year and this morning I have 
just been for a wonderful walk with 
my grand children in the Forest of 
Dean. To be a little more specific we 
walked Blaize Bailey woods where 
several Kyrle Trial sections are 
located including Blaize and Fran’s 
Frolic so I was able to have a look at 
what is happening in the woods. A 
huge JCB parked at the entrance and 
large areas have been felled but it 
looks as if our ‘stuff’ is OK. 
 
On the trials front 8 Ross Club 
members went down to marshal on 
the Allen Trial. We ran two of the hills 
in Ubley Woods and I did the start of 
Ubley Woods 1 which was a bit like 
and old lane, the only challenging 
part was the start and up to the 10 
marker. This was very very slippery 
grass, mud and water which got 
worse the more cars that went up the 
hill. Lots of cars had severe problems 
off the start and there was some 
frantic bouncing but almost all 
eventually got off the start and 
through the claggy stuff. As I think I 
have remarked before, it is surprising 
how many novice drivers do not 
deflate their tyres. A few could not 
even get to the start line, I asked 
what pressure they were on and 

some were up at 20 psi. After 
deflating to at least 10 psi they all 
made it to the start and all but two 
climbed the hill. One driver even told 
me he thought dropping the tyre 
pressure was no help. I got him to 
deflate to 8 psi on his light weight car 
and he was amazed at the difference 
it made. So if you are an experienced 
trials driver and you see a novice with 
hard tyres do offer them some advice 
on deflating tyres. 
 
We arrived early at Ubley and our 
younger members produced all the 
necessary items required to produce 
hot bacon, egg and even black 
pudding rolls so we were well fed 
before the action commenced. Then 
on the way home we found our usual 
pub closed for refurbishment so we 
got lucky and found this fantastic 
unspoiled old country pub up a dead 
end lane. Its in the CAMRA Good 
Beer Guide  and with 8 barrels 
racked up behind the bar we could 
see why. It welcomed dogs, muddy 
walkers and we muddy trial marshals. 
It’s the Crown Inn at Skinners Lane, 
Churchill if you are down that way. 
 
The day before the Allen Trial I did a 
bit of marshalling, actually car park 
attendant at Prescott for the VSCC 
Cotswold trial. After parking hundreds 
of spectators I was stood down and 
went to watch the vintage cars on the 
four hills which had been set out on 
the grassy land around the paddock, 
hill climb and parking areas at the hill 
climb venue. There were over 90 cars 
entered with swarms of Austin 7 
variants. Fun to watch so many 
different kinds of cars and the experts 
really showed us how to climb hills. 
As well as being a very competitive 
event it is also a very social event so 
a good chance to meet up with lots of 
motoring friends.  
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A reminder, with a new year your 
AFFF fire extinguisher could well be 
out of date, have a look at the test 
label and see when it requires testing 
and get it tested. You could save 
yourself some agro with the 
scrutineers at your next trial. 
 
As you may have seen elsewhere 
the tax disc will be phased out in 
2014. That should be a help for all 
the open trials cars as generally a 
motorcycle tax disc holder was 
required to ensure the disc remained 
clean and dry and fixed to your car. 
 
My next outing is the Exeter Trial 
where I will be marshalling on Simms 
and then attending the club supper 
on the Saturday evening. Last year 
was my first time on Simms and I 
really enjoyed it despite being on 
post for many hours. There is a good 
entry for the 2014 event so I do hope 
the weather is kind to us marshals, 
bike riders and open car drivers. By 
kind I mean no rain, cold weather I 
can cope with as I think can most 
trialists 
 

I also plan to be out marshalling on 
the Clee Hills and the Cotswold 
Clouds trial together with a gang 
from Ross club. 
 
At the beginning of December I 
received a call asking for help 
marshalling on the London MC, 
Gloucester sporting trial. This is run 
on a nice hilly site near Nympsfield 
and very close to Sanford’s which 
was a hill on the Cotswold Clouds 
trial. I have been involved with 
sporting trials as a Clerk of Course 
for many years but I have never 
marshalled on one hill and watched 
the complete entry attempt the hill 
three times. I found it quite 
fascinating to observe the different 
driving styles and lines of the 
experts; some ‘trickle’, some ‘burn’ 
and some use a combination of both 
driving styles. I am still amazed with 
how easy the experts make it look. 
Good to watch both Roger and 
Thomas Bricknell competing putting 
on displays of expert driving. All in all 
it was a jolly good day out with no 
organisational pressure on me.  
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Suzukis Galore!  
The Edinburgh in class 5 
by Brian Alexander 
 

A lthough I often seem to be held 
responsible for inflicting the 
Suzuki X90 on the classic trials 
world, the first X90s to appear 

were in fact those of Ian Nute and 
R.J.Vanstone in the 2008 Lands End. This 
was remembered as my last trial in the 
beloved Fiat 850, during which it suffered 
from a multitude of problems during this 
freezing and windy  night over Exmoor, 
challenging all diagnostic skills and finally 
stopping altogether. After so many years 
of trialling it was obviously telling me 
something. Although it would run 
faultlessly on test runs, once subjected to  
trials sections it would sulk repeatedly, 
only to run beautifully once it was back 
home again. On the following morning in 
desperate mood I was just considering 
whether it was time to admit defeat and 
try something else. when I was made a 
very generous offer for the Fiat. The 
decision was made! 
 
With reliability now seen as my number 
one priority a Suzuki seemed a brilliant 
answer, also ticking many other boxes, 
one of which that it was so unusual. How 
bizarre that it is now the most numerous 
type, not only in class 5 but in the whole 
of the MCC entries! As Jonathan Toulmin 
so surprisingly predicted the X90 is 
becoming the new Ford Escort of trialling, 
unlikely as it seemed at the time. Not 
exactly competitive in standard form, but 
Stroud’s Nick Deacon is showing that it 
can be made to perform well given the 
necessary expertise in preparation and 
skill. 
 
No less than 21 X90s turned out for the 
2013 Edinburgh, only 8 of which opted for 
class 0, (this has risen to 27 entered for 
the Exeter, the supply seems never 
ending!)  

On this occasion my navigator was MG 
historian Mike Dalby, from Culmstock, the 
creature comforts offered by  the X90 
always a plus when recruiting 
passengers! 
 
Never known for its handling qualities, in 
spite of its jacked up suspension and 
rather excessive rear ballasting The X90 
was still able to cruise comfortably up the 
M5 at around the legal limit to arrive at the 
start at Tamworth with a couple of hours 
to spare although somewhat delayed by 
an unplanned diversion due to an 
accident closing the M5 at the previous 
junction. 
 
Time therefore to wander round and 
check out the competition. Highly 
interesting was the Morton and Brett of 
brave vintage Ford specialist David 
Golightly, apparently a faithful replica of 
an American board track car of the 
twenties. Based on an original Model T 
Ford chassis and using Model A engine 
and transmission with typical twenties 
style racing body, this unlikely but 
fearsome two wheel braked missile 
caused a sensation by defeating all the 
top class 5 cars in the recent Taw and 
Torridge trial including the hitherto 
dominant Reliant SS of Keith Sanders. 
 
Also noteworthy among all the usual 
miscellany was the BMW Z3 of 
Holsworthy’s Ian Facey, purchased for a 
song as a write off on E-bay, after minor 
bodywork repairs, re-spray and ongoing 
trials modifications this is a surprisingly 
low cost but extremely promising class 5 
contender. 
 
The glorious Peak district scenery makes 
the Edinburgh my favourite MCC trial, 
although I must say one tires of trying to 
explain why it is called the Edinburgh 
when it never travels north of Sheffield! 
The 2013 event, blessed with beautiful 
weather, appeared to run very smoothly, 
we experienced few delays and were able 
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to keep close to schedule throughout in 
spite of being at the back of the field, 
which is a rare experience. This this was 
largely due to the otherwise regrettable 
cancellation of Bamford. Let us hope the 
cable situation can be soon resolved. 
The Edinburgh will never be the same 
without it. 
 
I will not bore people with a blow by blow 
account of our experiences on each 
section, I find it difficult to remember 
them all anyway, suffice to say we did 
not encounter significant problems until 
the restart at Haydale where after 
watching everyone getting away with 
apparent ease I completely 
overestimated the grip, gave it too much 
welly and went backwards, one of only 
three competitors to fail here! 
 
Thereafter we took things more gently, 
and later managed to get away (just!) on 
the far more challenging restarts at 
Calton and Excelsior, In fact it seems we 
were the only X90 to defeat both of 
these, the enthusiastic spectator 
applause as we triumphantly climbed 
away from Excelsior more than 
compensating for the Haydale 
humiliation, which it afterwards turned 
out had cost us our Gold medal 
 
Putwell A was as rough as ever and 
gave us some anxious moments. 
However one of the more endearing 
features of the X90 has been its 
ruggedness, and sections like this 
demonstrate its ability to shrug off such 
extreme punishment, countered 
somewhat by its extreme reluctance to 
travel in the direction the front wheels are 
pointing. The dreaded Putwell B turned 
out to be a walk in the park, after its 
recent resurfacing, contrasting greatly 
with stories I heard about it in 2012, 
having not even managed to reach it. 
 
As for the rest of the X90s, a study of the 
results reveals that the 14 car entry in 

the main trial not only achieved a 100% 
finish record, but all but one were in the 
medals, 4 Silvers and 9 Bronze - by any 
standards an impressive result. 
 
By contrast in class 0 not one award was 
gained by an X90 and one retired. Who 
said that class 0 is an easier option!! 
 
As for Gold medals in class 5, these 
were achieved by David Robinson and 
David Symons in the Reliant SS1s, M.J. 
Warnes in a TR7, the Ford powered 
Austin 7 of P. Clay, and David Golightly’s 
remarkable Morton & Brett. Overall class 
winner however was the awesome BMW 
Z3 of Matt Facey on its first MCC trial, by 
virtue of two blistering special test times. 
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The Not the Ebworth Trial 
By Jonathan Toulmin 

 

T his single-site trial is held just a 
mile or so south of the A417 
Gloucester to Cirencester Road, 
and about four miles to south-

east of Birdlip. It is set in an attractive, 
partially wooden little valley that gave 
opportunities for a variety of sections.  
Stroud & District MC had laid out eight 
sections, which would each be tackled 
three times, although several, if not all of 
them, were changed to a greater or lesser 
extent between rounds. Thirty drivers 
signed on, with eight in class 1, six in 
each of classes 6 and 8,  three in class 7, 
and two in each of classes 3,4 and 5, and 
a single class 2 entry. Several of the cars 
were double driven, which made for some 
interesting comparisons of driving style 
and overall results. Unusually these days, 
the trial was an X-90 free zone! It had 
rained over night, and the ground was 
slippery, but dry day and a breeze 
ensured that the sections in the open 
partially dried out during the day. 
 
In charge was Mrs Gladwyn making her 
debut as a classic trials Clerk of Course. 
Of course, she is better known to many of 
us as that expert Beetle driver Nicola 
Butcher, fresh from her class win, and a 
stunning fourth overall, on the Exmoor 
Clouds the previous week-end.  For first 
couple of rounds, she had set tyre 
pressure limits – 18 psi for class 8, 16 for 
classes 6 & 7, 14 for 4 & 5, and 12 for 
class 3, with classes 1 and 2 being given 
a free hand. 
 
The first five sections were out in open. 
Hill 1 was a straight blast and not so 
steep; it stopped few on rounds 1 and 2, 
but later stopped all of class 8 when a 
restart had been added for them. Hill 2 
started up a steep bank, levelled out, then 
traversed across a steep slope at an 
angle. Hill 3 was parallel to Hill 2, but 

much shorter stopping at the top of the 
first bank with a little ridge almost at the 
section ends line. Hill 4 was next along 
the ridge, and was similar to hill 2, but 
rather less steep and more slippery and 
with a nasty sharp left turn at the “6” 
marker. Hill 5, started between trees but 
was then in open ground. Shortly after the 
start there were some bad bumps, 
followed by a difficult right-left chicane 
across the slope of a grassy/muddy bank. 
 
The last three were in the woods, with the 
trees extremely close to the course in 
places, hill 7 being a short, across-the-
slope section. In round 1, it stopped the 
majority in the 7/8/9 area, except for class 
8, most of whom cleaned it. The start 
point was then altered for round 2, but this 
did not seem to change the result for most 
drivers. Hill 8 was evil! It started almost on 
the level in a gully on wet gooey mud, and 
immediately turned sharp right up the very 
steep hill side, so steep that the markers 
were only about 3 feet apart, and whole 
hill was only a few yards long. In rounds 1 
and 2, most scored 10 or 11, with 8 being 
the best.  
 
Nicola was taking her responsibilities very 
seriously, and discussed with Deputy 
Clerk Carl Talbot about changes to the 
sections and tyre pressures between the 
rounds. The results suggest that the 
changes were generally effective with 
scores improving significantly for round 
two and again on the last round, where 
the average penalty was about a “4” 
mark. 
 
Paul Allaway won class 1 in his Nova with 
55 marks, but his co-driver, Dave 
Haizelden, took a stunningly overall win 
on just 52 penalties for the 24 hills 
tackled. Mike or Martin Wall, the only 
class 2 entry, could hardly fail to win in his 
Austin 7 (136 marks), and Mark Linford 
(Escort) took class 3 with 107 penalties, 
from his son and co-driver Henry. Ian 
Moss’s sparking, popping and banging 

Imp won class 4 on 60 and class 6 went to 
Mike Ellis (Beetle – 73 points dropped). 
Just one point in front was Julian Archbold 
driving his Marlin to a class win. Nigel 
Moss (Troll) took class 8 with 64 marks 
lost. To complete the Moss family 
success, Josh won the Winter Trial Cup 
as best Stroud Member driving the 
Gregory to 53 penalties, just a single point 
behind overall winner Dave Haizelden. 
 

It appeared to be a most worthy substitute 
for the Ebworth, and some might even 
consider it preferable as there were many 
fewer trees to do battle against – and you 
never win against a tree! Your reporter 
sloped off to the Highwayman pub just up 
the road for a much-enjoyed lunch even if 
the Leak and Potato soup turned out to be 
Carrot and Coriander! 
 
The real Ebworth is on the calendar for 
March 8th next year – don’t miss it! 
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Exmoor Clouds 2013 
by Peter Jones 
 

W e set off in the X90 at 
7:30am Sunday morning, a 
short journey across the 
Brendon Hills and onto 

Wheddon Cross on Exmoor. 
 
Had a very efficient scrutineering and 
signed on, time for a chat. 
 
Then onto section 1 Pin Quarry 1 a grassy 
steep twisty rough climb only made it as 
far as 5, like so many others.  Around a 
corner to section 2 Pin Quarry 2 I can only 
report on the first few yards, as we soon 
became embedded on some very large 
tree roots, this caused some delay, but 
many thanks to all the people who 
pushed, shoved and rocked the car free, 
suitability embarrassed we made our way 
to section 3. 
 
Speed and ground clearance seemed to 
be required, our attempt came to a halt 
about half way, the rear diff digging in 
scoring a 7. Down the road to Chilly 
Bridge and section 4, on the start line 
instructions were flat out and you should 
clear the mud at the top, we went flat out 
but we got stuck in the mud, this was 
followed by an interesting reverse back 
down. 
 

On our way just before Dulverton we 
came across a lost Keith Sanders. Having 
missed Chilly Bridge and also a red VW 
Beetle unsure of where he was, this is 
where local knowledge was an advantage 
as route directions were a bit iffy. 
 
The Beetle followed us to Northmoor. 
Special test 1 this we failed being unable 
to reverse between the markers -very 
slippery, then onto section 5 where we 
watched Charlie Shopland attempt the 
section he failed, we then had to help 
extricate him from a tree stump.  Our 
attempt was short and quick we chose the 
scenic return route but ended at the 
bottom of the woods by Marsh Bridge. 
 
Soon back on the correct route we 
proceeded to special test 2 Maddocks, a 
short but slippery test. 
 
The rain had now started, we got to 
section 6 and waited with Bryn Corfield 
and Charlie Shopland where we could see 
Brian Alexander in his X90 having a go, 
on his return he stopped at the start of the 
section to blow up his tyres, but also to 
have a cup of coffee, Charlie thought he 
would gee him up and blew his horn. We 
were soon on section to stop at a 4. 
 
Onto section 7 Vinegar Hill just outside 
Dunster. We failed at 11 last year so this 
year we set off with more purpose and got 
to a 3, then onto Rollies via Minehead - 



the rain was still falling - an advantage of 
a Suzuki X90 good roof and heater! 
 
Going to the start of Rollies 1 at the 
bottom of a grass field we did our good 
deed for the day and pushed Brian 
Alexander along the slippery track and I 
fell straight onto the mud, we got to 
Rollies 1 the car climbed well up to a 5 
very pleased. Across the field and into the 
woods and Rollies 2 a short twisty section 
through the trees a good section onto 
Lena’s, a very steep rough climb with a 
twist in the tail. We got almost to the end 
and the rear tyre collapsed so a reverse 

down and fit the spare, out the woods via 
failure route onto section 11 Hindon, a 
steep climb on grass, it was now very wet 
we just made it pass the 10. Onto the last 
section Ewart’s Pickle - we had now 
caught up with the bikes and could watch 
the last few, the start of the section looked 
okay, but we only made it as far as 10. 
 
A short trip back to Wheddon Cross to 
sign off, we had a very enjoyable days 
sport finishing 2nd in class, congratulations 
to Nick Farmer 1st car overall. So a big 
thank you to Minehead Motor Club. 

The Tamar Trial 2013  
by Alan Black 
 

I t seems amazing how many 
timepieces of various types you 
accumulate in one house. This was 
brought home to me as I carefully 

prepared for the end of British Summer 
Time and tried to ensure I would not be 
late for the trial start on Sunday. Cooker, 
microwave, DVD player, central heating, 
wall clocks, shelf clocks and most 
importantly alarm clocks all to be adjusted 
in plenty of time on Saturday and the 
alarm checked several times so that by 
the time I went to bed I was not sure what 
time it really was. I woke several times in 
the night just to check the alarm and 
again just before it went off so it was not 
needed anyway! 
 
After checking I had everything required, 
several times, it was out to the car and 
trailer for the off, and experience one 
advantage of the extra hour – it was light. 
After a good journey we arrived at the 
Wilsey Arms start in good time and after 
unloading “Purple” queued for 
scrutineering. While waiting I could hear 
much engine revving and after passing 
saw that each car had to be driven onto a 

set of rollers to test that there were no 
trick or LSD axles, a first for both “Purple” 
and myself. 
 
Called forward I gently eased onto the 
rollers and when told let out the clutch in 
first gear only to drive straight of the front, 
suspicious looks from man operating the 
machine! Second attempt and this time 
more revs and sharper clutch release saw 
a pass and off to observed test 1. 
 
This was a short sprint around cones 
adjacent to the parking area and we saw 
how it should be done as Tris White 
powered his Troll to the best time 
recorded. We managed to avoid the 
cones and recorded the second fastest in 
class 8 so a good start to the day. 
 
The first observed section was 
Crackington, used on the Lands End trial, 
which we had not driven before. Through 
a stream then a climb on a rocky surface 
with a steady approach to the restart saw 
us clear it along with all but one of the 
entrants. 
 
Section two, Trehole Farm, was 
approached via a muddy slope with 
several sideways slides before waiting our 
turn with several others below the start. A 
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lengthy wait after each car suggested 
difficulties to come and sure enough after 
a straightforward first part we were 
undone by a nasty left right kink around a 
marker near the end as were all the class 
8 competitors. Then more difficulties as 
we only just managed to exit the field onto 
the road, almost a section on its’ own! 
 
Although the weather forecast threatened 
rain later it had been dry so far and the 
driving between sections was good with 
the temperature very mild, even with no 
doors. 
 
New Langleys was section three 
consisting of an approach through a small 
river followed by a muddy steep wooded 
track with a nasty summit at the end plus 
a restart for us, not enough power this 
time resulted in a poor 8. Dean Partington 
was the best of the class 8 cars with a 2. 
The next section, Trevilla, was similar to 
New Langleys, and so I went for 
consistency with another 8 plus the 
embarrassment of having to be winched 
out. I must have been the guinea pig for 
this as the rope from the tractor went 
around a mispositioned pulley on a tree 
before being attached to “Purple” with the 
result that we were being pulled towards a 
nasty drop into the woods. After a quick 
panic by us, the pulley was moved and 
we slowly ascended to flatter ground with 
all dignity lost! 
 
After two disappointing scores we went on 
to the second observed test, Scarsick. I 
now decided to “give it a go” but after 
shooting through a ford rounding a cone 
and finishing sideways across the line 
was still 3.7 seconds behind the quickest 
in class!   
 
Waterloo Warren was next and consisted 
of an angled start followed by a straight 
run along a very muddy and rutted field 
edge. At the start line we carefully 
manoeuvred to place the car as straight 
as possible and decided to “give it 

another go” with, for me, lots of throttle 
and even second gear on the way to an 
uplifting clear. 
 
Before Scarsick we had passed Dean 
Partington changing what was to be the 
first of several punctures during the day 
and after rushing to catch up he saw me 
coming out of Waterloo Warren and 
asked what was involved. Now knowing 
his experience and previous wins, while 
being rather flattered I suspected he did 
not realise that he was asking a person 
with a high level of incompetence in the 
trials world and although tempted to tell 
him a pack of lies I told him what I 
thought. While I am sure his subsequent 
clearance had nothing to do with me at 
least he did not fail the section after 
asking – Phew. 
 
There was now a fairly long road run 
passing through Launceston where we 
filled up with petrol. We passed the 
parked Troll’s of Tris White and Kelly 
Thomas parked in the town facing the 
opposite direction but they waved us by 
so we assumed they were okay, with their 
experience we did wonder if we were 
going the wrong way but carried on 
anyway and made it to the next section. 
This was Barretts Mill which was a rough 
stoney sunken track which we along with 
all the class 8 cleared. 
 
The next section, Mine View, had been 
closed so we drove on to Youngscott 
which was muddy at the start with the rest 
rough and rocky and again cleared by all 
in the class. Parking to inflate our tyres 
we caught the two Trolls again, the two 
ladies climbing back over a five bar field 
gate, we were too gentlemanly to ask 
where they had been! 
 
So on to the renowned Angel Steps with 
memories of a poor effort on the last visit 
we made, this time I tried to be too clever 
at the restart and stopped too soon 
recording a six. The disappointment was 
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tempered by the arrival of the lunch stop 
and completely forgotten at the sight of 
the home made cakes arranged in the 
Marystow Church Hall, very tasty and for 
a good cause. 
 
Returning outside afterwards we were 
greeted by a sight similar to an ATS 
depot on a Saturday morning with wheels 
and tubes being changed on several cars 
including the Andrews’ Beetle and Mr 
Partingtons’s Wasp again! Simon Oates 
was down to his last spare on his 
Triumph Torum so had decided to play 
safe and keep pressures up for the rest of 
the day. 
 
There was now a short run to observed 
section 10, Eastcott Down, which after a 
sharp right turn near the start proved to 
be fairly easy and we came away with a 
clear. 
 
The next three sections were in Lew 
Woods were I had struggled previously 
on the Launceston trial and so as not to 
break the habit I struggled again! 
 
The first section was fairly short around 
trees and both Tris White and Kelly 
Thomas used a gentle approach to both 
record clears but I was too gentle on the 
last rise and scored a two. I then really 
struggled to get out having slid back 
sideways against a tree and had to be 
manhandled out. 
 
On the second, after squaring up to get 
away from the start, we failed the restart 
on some exposed roots to record a six 
but exited without a problem. 
This could not be said on the third were 
we only got to flag seven before being 
winched out! 
 
In class eight, Mike Chatwin, Kelly 
Thomas and Nick Farmer had cleared all 
three so it could be done. 
 
Thankfully leaving the woods we drove to 
Lee Mine. Shortly after the start we 

struggled and stopped to record a nine 
along with all the other class eight drivers 
who did not clear it, some consolation at 
least. 
 
Park Impossible was next with a very 
slippery restart where I experimented with 
a change to second gear but “Purple” 
lacked the power to keep the wheels 
spinning and we could not move away, 
six more on the score. 
 
The last section, Petherwin Hill, provided 
us with a nice end and we cleared the 
chicane restart without difficulty and 
drove on to the finish at the Winds of 
Change pub. Here after a quick coffee we 
stopped in the car park to chat with Mike 
Chatwin and Dean Partington who were 
preparing for the long journey home, 
Dean driving his Wasp all the way to 
Derby.  
 
As the rain had now started we felt quite 
pleased we only had a short drive to the 
start and then after loading the car a 
ninety minute drive home, that is until we 
got to the car park exit where we both 
looked at each other and realised we did 
not know the way!! 
 
Feeling very stupid we managed to get 
directions from a passing lady who 
thought she knew the way and turning left 
out of the entrance set off. Twenty 
minutes later we were lost in a tiny village 
with no street lights and no recognisable 
direction signs only being saved by a 
passing man who sent us back past the 
pub, where we should have turned right 
out of the car park.  
 
Eventually we found a wet, very dark and 
deserted Willesley Arm’s car park where 
we loaded the car. 
 
Although we resisted the urge to curse 
the lady we certainly cursed the end of 
Summer time I found so nice earlier in the 
morning. 
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Tamar Classic Reliability Trial 
on Sunday 27th October by 
Nicola Butcher & Ben Gladwyn 
 

4 0 bikes and 41 cars were on the 
entry list with 3 bikes & 3 cars as 
non-starters. After being the only 
class 4 entry on the Taw & 

Torridge, it was nice for the second trial in 
a row be competing with Ryan Tonkin & 
Hans Viertell. 
 
The Tamar started at The Wilsey Down 
Hotel & Cattle market in Hallworthy, which 
is 3 miles from my Grandparent’s cottage. 
This meant that my parents could look 
after our children, Thomas & Barnaby and 
Ben could be my passenger again. 
Usually he is looking after them while I’m 
driving. Thomas loves watching trials & 
I’m ashamed to say we hoodwinked him 
into going with Nanny & Grandad for the 
day. If we’d thought, they could have 
watched Crackington from the bridge, like 
our extended family does most years on 
the MCC Lands End trial.  
 
Our start time was 09.37. After 
scrutineering there wasn’t much time to 
have a chat before it was our time to drive 
the first observed test in the Wilsey Down 
cattle market car park. This was a straight 
forward test, front wheels on A, drive 
forward to astride B, marked out with 
cones, with a slight slalom to the left then 
the right. 
 
Crackington was the first section of the 
day. A long standing section on the 
Land’s End, it must not be mistaken to be 
the same section on the Tamar, as the 
ground is vastly different. Crackington in 
late October was rough & stony with no 
doctoring, the route card stating 
roughness category 4. Having driven 
through the ford at the bottom, we drove 
up to a high start line, through the very 
rocky restart line for most motorcycles & 
car classes 6, 7 & 8. Nick Farmer in his 

Cannon Alfa was the only person to 
struggle here dropping a 5. 
 
A mile & half to the next section, Trehole 
farm, with a roughness category of 2. 
There was a muddy approach across a 
field to the start line. We dropped our tyre 
pressures as we could see muddy tracks 
ahead of us. This section was a fairly flat 
track winding through a couple of 
gateways with a steep climb at the end. 
None of classes 1 to 7 had a problem 
here, in fact only Brian Alexander in his 
X90 stopped for a 6 & Paul Tucker in his 
Marlin got a 1. This is where the whole of 
class 8 had a deviation, with none of them 
getting through it, so all getting 7s. After 
pumping up the tyres Ryan’s Beetle 
wouldn’t start, so they bump started the 
car backwards down the hill.  
 
New Langleys was the 3rd section, where 
a lot of our friends were watching & we 
got an earful of shouts as we came to a 
halt before the one marker. There was a 
good restart for class 8 on the tree roots. 
With quick precision a tow rope was 
attached and a special winch on a tractor 
towed you to the top. This section brought 
a lot of different scores within all classes. 
Ben thought I gave up trying a little too 
quickly here, we got higher up than Ryan, 
but we both scored a single point. At the 
top, I found out that when Ben pulled my 
car up in the queue he pulled away 
sharply & covered Hans’ Beetle in mud, 
(sorry Hans). Ben could be seen pulling 
the clumps of mud off Hans’ bonnet and 
screen later on. 
 
Next came Trevilla and here we 
encountered long delays waiting for cars 
to return back down the section. Even if 
you cleaned this, you had to return back 
to the start before the next car could 
position themselves. It wasn’t an easy 
section to drive up with its twists & turns, 
let alone to reverse back down.  
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We did get the opportunity to speak with 
Ryan & Ben Tonkin about their trip, 
‘Rome or bust’ (& back) in Ryan’s Beetle. 
On the Saturday Ryan commented he 
drove the Beetle into his garage as one 
car, lowered, a different engine, stickered 
up with all the fundraising charities they 
were supporting & out again as another, 
jacked up & his trials engine in. It’s good 
to hear a Beetle can be fairly economical 
with its fuel on a long trip – that doesn’t 
usually concern us on the trials! Also, 
taking a Beetle round the Nurburgring 
must have been quite an experience, I’m 
sure Ryan got a respectable time out of it. 
On to the second special test – Scarsick. 
From the start line we had to drive 
through a stream and round a gravelly left 
hand corner to stop astride the finish line. 
We managed to stop in time on the 
handbrake. Ben was keen for me to do 
well on the timed tests, which I am usually 
woeful at! 
 
6 miles to the next section, called 
Waterloo Warren. In fact it was the 
approach field that was the section as 
when they we setting up, it was too wet to 
get people to the section proper. It was a 
quagmire of mud, but we were allow to 
stand behind a cattle trough to ‘view the 
section’ with the clerk of course for this 
group of sections. The section was 
straight up the field, with just enough 
room to line up behind the start line. The 
marshal didn’t seem to think I had enough 
room to get straight on the line, but if 
class 8 are allowed to be straight, then we 
should have been allowed to as well in 
saloons. We were lower on tyre pressures 
here & set off up the section as though I 
had a rocket behind me as we’d just 
watched Ryan clean it. Along the way up I 
hit a fence post and collected a nice dent 
in the driver’s side wing. I backed off at 
that point only to hear Ben shout not to – 
he didn’t want the damage without a 
clean! Many people asked me where that 
post was, it was there & I found it tucked 
in the hedge.  

Now for a 16.5 mile drive to the next 
section. 
 
Barretts Mill was a new section to us (i.e. 
none of our friends knew this section 
either, to help us know where it went or 
how rough it was). It had a restart and the 
marshal suggested it was a similar 
surface all the way up. We went on a 
fairly high pressure, but not high enough 
and we found a puncture when we came 
to pump up the tyres. It had been a rocky 
section, the roughness category said 4 
which was the same as Crackington, so 
we should have considered this when 
choosing our pressures. Hans was at the 
top and he said he had punctured here 
before and so had kept his tyres higher. 
All cars went clean. 
 
Youngcott had a restart for all classes, 
roughness category 3, an easy restart, 
but very rocky. We were told off for 
stopping after the sections end board to 
re-inflate our tyres, “You’re holding up the 
whole trial!” My navigator was adamant 
he hadn’t contravened the instructions on 
the route card but marshals are judges of 
fact so we apologised and made 
ourselves scarce. 
 
I have a love/hate relationship with Angel 
Steps. It definitely earns its ‘roughness 
category 5’. We were high on pressures 
as I’d had a front puncture before and it’s 
hard to keep going when the steering gets 
too heavy & takes you into the hedge. It’s 
a long rocky section, not to be treated 
lightly. We slowed down near the top and 
burnt some rubber, but with determination 
and some shouting to myself for 
encouragement we cleaned. Ben 
wondered what I was trying to shout at 
him to do, because it sounded as though I 
was telling him to stop bouncing. 
Fortunately he decided to ignore me & 
carried on bouncing.eHe I was just willing 
the Beetle to carry on climbing. There 
was a restart here for classes 7 & 8. 
Giles Greenslade was on hand to take 
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some excellent photos. Two to note are of 
Kelly Thomas & Tris White both driving 
Trolls. Kelz’s passenger Sharon Robilliard 
was obviously working hard trying to get 
the car off the restart, but as Kelz said, 
she just stopped in the wrong place. On 
the other hand Tris & Paul Bartleman’s 
faces as they approached the restart line 
were great. Both were thinking it wasn’t 
going to work, as the nearside front of the 
car was up on the bank. Fair play to Tris, 
he managed to get his car correctly 
positioned on the restart line and got off.  
 
At the top there is the Marystow church 
hall time control & refreshment stop where 
we had a lovely pasty & chips. We saw 
Keith Sanders changing two punctures 
which he’d picked up on earlier sections. 
Mel Hobbs told us she wasn’t allowed to 
eat any lunch before Angel Steps and was 
thrown about in the back of Claire 
Rippon’s Beetle, driving to a clean. We’d 
passed Claire on the road earlier, with her 
Dad Andrew & Ryan helping with a 
carburettor problem. All was ok now. Dave 
Haizelden said he was very low on 
pressures but still stopped before the 5. 
Also both Matt Facey & Tim Nayler’s 
BMW’s failed. Matt had a tyre off the rim 
at the bottom of the section while we were 
queuing to start. 
 
On the way to Eastcott Down we met an 
un-flappable dog in the road, completely 
unfazed by our trials car. If only we had a 
video to show the next MSA noise tester. 
Eastcott had a steep approach, hairpin 
left, up a muddy hill and into the darkness 
under trees. We went in wide & then 
booted it. Classes 8, 7, 4 & 2 were all 
clean in here. All other classes had some 
cleans & a number of other scores as 
well. Next came the three Lew Wood 
sections – mud, guts & trees. 
 
At Lew Wood 1, we first watched each car 
taking a long time to get back out of this 
section, but without the marshal asking 
the competitors for help, we could not help 

the car drivers back out. Eventually 
everyone was helping each other to 
reverse out the section. This always 
makes me feel more at ease, when there 
is a difficult reverse to do. We’d watched 
Paul Rogers in his class 6 Beetle get a 2 
on this section & Simon Hamer in his MX5 
get a 8. Ben was talking to me about how 
I should drive the section aggressively, so 
that I could get over the hump at the top. 
So when it was our turn, I went for it! The 
start of the section zig-zagged left then 
right and I nearly hit a tree on the left 
before stopping with a tree on the right at 
the centre of my bonnet. We’d gone for 
broke to try to get a clean, but I had run 
out of hand turning speed. I was gutted, a 
good number of people were watching by 
then & we got an 8. We didn’t even get to 
drive the top part of the section. We 
watched Hans drive to a 3.  
 
Driving onto Lew Wood 2, we tried to put 
the last section behind us. There was a 
restart here for classes B & 8. This was 
very steep, rooty, fairly straight up, with a 
little wiggle to the left. We saw Hans stop 
after the restart line on the roots. We got 
over the roots and cleaned this section, 
which got our adrenaline pumping; we’d 
got our points back from Hans. 
 
On to the last of the Lew Wood sections. If 
we had taken a few seconds to gather our 
breath and looked at what was happening, 
we may have decided on different 
pressures. Simon Hamer’s MX5 was up 
near the top of the section, where he got a 
3. As soon as we pulled away, we both 
knew we were too low, we were bogging 
and we couldn’t get our little 1300 on cam. 
Ben was nearly in the front with me but it 
was no use; we finally came to a stop 
before the 10 marker. The ground of the 
section had looked just like the other 2, 
but obviously there was plenty of grip!  
 
So we were back to despair, gutted to 
have dropped points to Hans and not 
knowing what Ryan was doing. I love the 
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fact that class 4 can be so close in points, 
and we have all had our turn of beating 
the others by a good margin. I had the 
feeling it wasn’t going to be that day for 
me. At this point we thought we would be 
last in class, but as my friends told me 
when I first started out, forget about 
what’s just happened & continue on to the 
next section… 
 
A couple of miles down the road into 
another wood for Lee Mine. We arrived 
here to see Hans struggling to turn around 
and go down the exit route. The route 
card said, “Clears – immediately L at 
summit onto track.” So with that in mind… 
There was a sharp right off the track and 
in to the section. We were concerned 
about turning this corner, but slowly made 
it and gunned it once straight. We almost 
stopped on a root at the 3 marker, but Ben 
bounced us off to a clean. Yippee, on a 
high again.  
 
Five & half miles to Park Impossible, a 
great section. It’s now the second to last 
section, so people don’t stand and watch 
after they have finished. It was a shame 
we couldn’t go back and watch, but we do 
hope it’s used next year. We had a tyre 
pressure limit on this section which was 7 
psi. I love this hill and attacked it with 
great vigour, apparently scaring Ben, 
which is rare! We spun to a halt at the 2. 
Would it be the best class 4 score of the 
day? No, Ryan equalled it. Afterwards 
Hans said he’d only got to the cross 
tracks, scoring a 7. This surprised me, but 
we’d all had our bad and good hills 
throughout the day. 
 
Wanting to be helpful to our new friends, I 
advised Simon in the MX5 to attack Park 
Impossible as much as he could. 
Unfortunately this didn’t go well for him 
and he span around in the track for a 9. I 
was gutted for him and I am slowly 
realising that a class 4 Beetle drives very 
differently to a front engine, rear wheel 
drive car. I’ll consider my ‘helpful’ thoughts 

before I say them next time. 
 
As for the last section, Petherwin Hill, Ben 
wrote no notes. I recall it being a muddy 
diversion off a track, which didn’t cause 
any problems. It was late in the day & we 
were worrying that my parents would be 
waiting at the Winds of Change pub with 
our boys, their car and our car & trailer. 
We had said we would be there around 
5pm. It’s a shame that the finish venue 
was not the same as the start venue, 
where all tow cars had been left. Most 
people had to drive back 10 miles to fetch 
them before heading home, therefore 
many didn’t stay for food. 
 
We remember pushing on and not 
hanging around too much to see others as 
the “big storm” was approaching and we 
didn’t want to be towing a Beetle up the 
M5 in a hurricane. 
 
One conversation I do remember having 
is with Sian Pickles, passenger in the 
MX5. She said Simon has offered her the 
car to drive in Cardinham Woods, a 
Camel Vale trial. I tried to convince her to 
have a go. I love driving, but I do realise 
that it is quite daunting if you have never 
driven a trial before. It would be great to 
see another lady driving.  
 
We had 3 ladies riding bikes & 3 driving 
cars on the Tamar, which meant the 
organisers had a good competition for 
their Ladies Cup. Well done to Claire 
Rippon (class 6 Beetle) for winning it with 
15 points, against Kelly Thomas’ 17 points 
(class 8 Troll). 
 
Keith Sanders (class 5) won The Tamar 
Trophy for overall on 7 points dropped, 
with Paul Rogers (class 6) winning the 
Saloon cup (best in classes 4, 5 & 6) on 8 
points, Clive Kalber (class 7) won the 
John Dell Cup (best in classes 7 & 8) on 9 
and Bill Bennett (class 2) won the Club 
cup (best in classes 1, 2 & 3) on 21 
points. 
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The Allen Classic Road Trial - 
November 24th 2013 
Stuart Bartlett  
Class 8 Cannon 
 

T he Sunday was a typical winter’s 
morning, with temperatures 
showing 0ºc during our travel 
down from Derbyshire. However 

this weather was welcome when 
compared to the rain and floods of the 
Allen Trial 2012! The parking had been 
changed to a new location which was 
conveniently a stone’s-throw from the 
motorway, and a mile from the Bull Inn 
which was our new start point. It must be 
said that they served some of the best 
bacon sandwiches we have sampled for a 
while! It was as always a packed start 
with some friendly familiar faces eager to 
attack the challenges that lay ahead. 
 
The first hurdle was not Tog Hill, section 
No.1; in fact the first challenge was 
finding section No.1! The organisers had 
done a great job of identifying many of the 
road junctions with directional coloured 
markers, but the first junction showed a 
road sign which was specified in the 
directions that contradicted the coloured 
marker; this did create a little confusion 
with many drivers! All managed to make it 
to Tog Hill, which turned out to be a good 
introduction into the day ahead. However 
no restart for any class and unspecified 
tyre pressures lured us into a false sense 
of security! 
 
Section 2 and section 3 were Bitton Lane 
and Little Uplands respectively, and we 
were now entering into the territory of 
restarts. The ground was hard enough to 
enable the car to have the grip to move 
through the sections, but was damp 
enough to provide a rough challenge. The 
restart at section 2, Bitton Lane, was for 
classes 3 to 8 only, on the bend as 
normal, but each year seems different. 
The restart at Little Uplands proved to be 

rather more straight forward but did catch 
a few out. 
 
Section 4 – Guys - The climb up the 
section to the restart line was relatively 
straight forward with plenty of grip on the 
start line, and upon initial assessment the 
ground of the restart appeared to be dry 
enough for plenty of grip. It wasn’t until 
the handbrake was released that we 
realised the grip wasn’t there due to the 
fact that we had sadly stopped an inch 
behind a large, shiny, slippy rock. Sadly, 
here were the first 6 points of the day. We 
also witnessed Dean Partington pick up 5 
points in the Wasp, the same as 
ourselves, unable to find grip. 
 
Section 5 – Travers – the restart caught 
me out last year so with a steady ride 
onto the restart line I was determined to 
get off, the Cannon picked up grip and 
away we went with no trouble at all. 
 
Sections 6 through to Section 9 were all 
based at Ubley Woods (Ubley Mud would 
be a better name). Here we saw Brian 
Partridge sat with a broken CV and the 
end of his trial. Ultimately this was the 
area that would lead to the destruction of 
our standings. The sections were not very 
long, but consisted of wet grass and thick 
mud; the approach to section 8 could 
itself have been a section as we struggled 
to get to the start-line! A gentle nudge of 
marker board 10 led to a firm penalty from 
the marshal; despite our best negotiating 
tactics at the 4 marker! Ubley4 saw us get 
to the restart line, and even with 
synchronised bouncing we still didn't 
manage to get off. Immediately after was 
our first of two observed tests. This was 
actually perfect timing as it provided an 
escape route for the pent up frustration! 
 
We departed Ubley Woods optimistic 
about the afternoon but stuck upon the 
reflection of gaining 16 points in one 
stage. Not to worry, we would drown our 
sorrows with a cup of tea as we were 



heading for the lunch break. The 
destination was Chew Valley reservoir, 
and on this winter’s day with the sun just 
trying to shine through was a welcome 
place for some respite. The organisers 
had reserved an area at the far corner of 
the car park, which provided us with some 
great views across the dam walls and out 
onto the lake while eating lunch and 
hearing some of the stories from other 
drivers which made us feel slightly better. 
 
The first stop after lunch was the observed 
test, Tubby's Torment. Based on the 
amount of food consumed we were 
expecting this one to be a little slower. 
Charlie was the first off in his Scorpion 
and the turbo kicked into life, but just 
before the “B” board he came to a halt – 
the Scorpion had jumped out of gear. On 
to the start line, quick assessment of 
which side to run and off, we posted an 
impressive time, losing out to Dean 
Partington in his quick Wasp by only 0.4 
seconds (If only the passenger had had 1 
sandwich less).This lead onto Burledge 
and the familiar face of Michael Leete 
(happy birthday greetings were 
exchanged) who informed us that the 
restart had caught a few out, plenty of grip 
on both the start and restart and we were 
clear. 
 
Onto Mill Lane and a lot drier than last 
year with no flood on the first corner, a 
steady drive up saw us clear. 
 
Big Uplands, Section 12. We heard both 
the Turbo of Charlie's Scorpion and 
Dudley's supercharger screaming and 
wondered what chance did we have in the 
1200cc Cannon. It is difficult to find the 
words to accurately describe this Section 
as we didn’t have time to consider what 
we were doing; this was simply a case of 
adrenaline fed through the right foot which 
led to a very bumpy ride of which we spent 
most of the time ‘holding on’ and a very 
enthusiastic passenger shouting “Go On” I 
think this will ultimately be the talk of the 

trial as it was unlike any section we have 
completed before. It was a brutal 
challenge which left very little room for 
error. The miniature valleys which ran 
down the section had to be straddled and 
were wide enough and deep enough to 
swallow a VW Beetle, the rocks in places 
were too large to tackle meaning there 
was no choice but to point towards the 
wall which ran up certain lengths of the 
section. At one point we were pinned 
against the wall of mud and clay, with no 
ability to turn the car, travelling at a 
considerable speed trying to balance the 
power to keep momentum as stopping 
here was not an option, and wondering if 
we were close.  
 
Due to the weather during the Allen Trial 
of 2012, Big Uplands was not possible, 
and I have only once ever seen the last 
corner of the section, so past this point 
was a journey of the unknown. Alas, with 
what can only be described as ‘a bit of 
everything,’ we cleared the section and 
survived with only a single puncture. 
Running on 7psi, at speed, on the terrain, 
a single puncture will do.  
 
Departing Big Uplands and heading for the 
final, Section 13, Johnnie Walker, we were 
no longer bothered about the tally of 
points we had accrued, or the tyre we 
were having to pump up every five 
minutes in a bid to avoid changing it at 
such a late time of the day because Big 
Uplands had been successful– thanks to 
Dean for stopping and giving us a blast of 
air from his bottle as the compressor was 
struggling to blow the flat up.  
 
We arrived at Johnnie Walker as the sun 
was starting to set, and were greeted by 
what must have been 25 other cars 
waiting to complete the section. This 
section was applicable to all classes but 
was by no means an easy stage; meaning 
some vehicles were having to be towed 
from half way up the long incline. This 
delay gave us the opportunity to change 
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our puncture and catch up with fellow 
competitors to discuss the events of the 
day. The spirits were generally high with 
happy, dry, and warmer than expected 
drivers and passengers. We witnessed 
the Kracken being towed by Keith 
Sanders as it decided not to start on the 
last section, it fired into life and Lee Peck 
had a smile on his face again – a nice 
looking car is the Kracken, credit to you 
Lee. We managed to clear the queue 
after 30mins of waiting with a good 
amount of daylight, however there were 
still many queuing who were facing the 
prospect of a challenging section in the 
dark. Johnnie Walker was a great section 
to end the day; a challenging run up a 
long section with plenty to think about, 
but an achievable quest. 

 
We arrived back at the Bull Inn shortly 
after 16:00. The long drive back to 
Derbyshire meant we departed almost 
immediately, however we would certainly 
visit again for another bacon sandwich. 
 
All in all this was an excellent day. A 
thoroughly enjoyable trial, organised and 
managed exceptionally well with strong 
directions and a great attention to detail 
with coloured markers throughout the 
route. The marshals handled each 
section well and were firm with their 
decisions! but fair with their approach. 
Thanks to Pete and his team. 

The Allen Trial 2013 
By Mal Allen (no relation!) 
 

T he last Trial I did was the 
Mechanics, retiring with a sick 
engine. After replacing the 4 
broken piston rings (1 on each 

piston), and on the advice of an expert 
trialler, I dumped the Weber carb in favour 
of my original SU. The engine is now 
going well, albeit with a flat spot around 
the 1500rpm range. So I was ready to do 
battle with the hills again. Having asked 
several people to passenger for me on 
this year’s Allen and heard many 
excuses, including one from a “friend” 
which involved him booking a holiday to 
South America after I asked him! I then 
asked Phil, who had sat in the seat a 
couple of years ago, the fact that he 
agreed confirmed my suspicions 
regarding his mental state.  
 
As usual the trial ran from the Tog hill 
area north of Bath into the Chew Valley 
and back - never more than 15 miles from 
my home, so nothing new to drive on, 
apart from a new 20mph speed limit in 

Keynsham (anyone remember Horace 
Batchelor) God, 20mph is slow. 
 
Not so usual was the closure of the Cross 
House pub (the start and finish venue for 
many years) a couple of months before 
the trial. Luckily, Pete and Carlie Hart 
found another local pub willing to host the 
event. The Bull at Hinton, which seemed 
to cope very well with the demand for 
coffee and bacon sandwiches in the 
morning and hot meals in the evening. 
The use of this pub required that trailer 
parking and scrutineering now took place 
in a field just off the A46 close to the M4, 
this was an improvement over the 
queuing in the village street of previous 
years.  
 
So, to the Trial,  
Scrutineering, firstly my apologises 
again to the Liege driver who was 
queuing quietly behind me, who I 
managed to spray with mud in my effort to 
close the gap that appeared in the queue, 
why do people think they can pull into a 
gap in the queue instead of joining the 
end as we all had to? We have all been 
through scrutineering before and know 
the first come first served rule, we are 

24 



25 

after all British (mostly) and know how to 
queue. Anyway, no problem with the 
scrutineer, but it was a different matter 
with the diff test, jumped off the rollers 
twice, a passing Pete Hart suggested I 
should be a bit gentler with the clutch 
pedal, Ahh, that’s how it’s done then. I 
should mention I had just changed the 
axle casing, the old one (at least 14 years 
on the car) had bent and was giving 
visible negative camber, so I was starting 
to think I had put it back together wrongly. 
Signing on, carried out efficiently and 
quick as ever by pretty ladies. As this was 
Phil’s second trial he knew it was his job 
to pay for the coffee and sandwiches so 
we munched away awaiting our start time. 
The Trial, 
 
Tog Hill Lane is always an easy run-
through type of hill, but I like to let the 
tyres down a bit because one day it will be 
a washed out challenge, also it means I 
have the tyre inflation system online 
before we get to the meat of the trial. This 
year it was a run-through hill. 
 
Bitton Lane can be muddy in the middle 
flat section, not this year, it has a restart 
which needs respect, but not this year, no 
problem.   
 
Little Uplands all classes attempted Little 
Uplands this year as the organisers 
deemed Big Uplands suitable for class 8 
only, no argument from me on that. The 
restart on Little Uplands used to be rocky 
and tight in a sunken lane but since the 
local council graded the lane it’s not a 
problem. 
 
Guys Hill, I like Guys Hill, (the first draft of 
this read “I like Guys” luckily I read what I 
type!!) It’s a hill with a restart that people 
attack in two ways, gently like you are 
driving your father in HIS new car or 
screaming revs and tyre smoke like WW2. 
Not sure which is best, but as I rebuilt my 
engine this year I took pity on it and drove 
gently, got to the top to find two no.1 
markers, quick decision to drive between 

them, I was right. Somehow I knew there 
would be a discussion at the finish about 
these two markers, I understand the 
organisers gave the benefit of the doubt to 
anyone who was confused. 
 
Travers Hill I will admit that I helped Pete 
clear some fallen trees on the approach to 
Travers so I had walked up the track and 
seen it was its usual rocky self so 
expected the usual restart, but this year 
yellow runners were given an “easier” 
restart, Thank you.  
 
Ubley Wood Here we had 4 sections and 
an observed  [test, although class 8 
missed out Ubley 2 as they had the 
pleasure of attempting the class 8 only 
Big Uplands later in the day (thereby 
giving all classes 13 sections to attempt). 
As we entered the field, Oh, did I not 
mention that Ubley Wood is a field with 
about 10 stunted trees in it? We followed 
the well set out direction posts to Ubley 1, 
this was an easy drive-through following 
the hedge line avoiding the other side 
tracks created by the 4x4 and scramble 
groups who also use this field.  
 
Ubley 2 was a nice blast up a track 
through the bracken and over slippery 
rocks.  
 
Ubley 3 was similar but with a restart at 
the bottom of a short but steep bank for 
Yellow and Red groups. Lots of revs, 
dump the clutch and hold on, cleared with 
big grins. 
 
I arrived at the start line of Ubley 4 with 
that sinking feeling in my stomach, I hate 
the sound and feel of a tyre coming off the 
rim, I smile at the start marshal and select 
reverse. Now the Mendips may be made 
of rock, but as I pumped the jack the car 
did not so much go up as the jack went 
down. After 10 minutes we had the wheel 
off but the jack had settled into the soil 
and I could not get a good wheel on, 
eventually the marshals took pity on me 
and grabbed a bit of car each and lifted. 

(Not F1 quick but definitely good team 
work) Thank you. Back to Ubley 4, 
another blast up the slippery clay and 
rocky hillside, just for good measure the 
organisers had extended the section ends 
line about 10 metres across the flat area 
at the top of the hill, as I hit this flat section 
my engine was revving like hell and I 
thought it would be best if I gave it a bit of 
a rest so I went for 2nd gear, don’t know 
where it was but I never found it and 
stopped at the 1 marker (my only point of 
the day).  
 
And so to the first observed test, this is the 
usual format, start on line “A” all wheels 
across “B” reverse all wheels behind “B” 
forward to stop astride line “C”. The 
interesting bit is that line “B” is perched on 
the top of what looks like a burial mound 
about 8 ft. high and 30 ft. long with 
approach and departure slopes of about 1 
in 3. The trick is not to let your front 
wheels drop over the end of the mound 
when stopping beyond “B” and I happen to 
know that the distance from line “B” to the 
drop off the mound is exactly the length of 
a short wheelbase Land rover, so careful 
braking is required. Fastest time was a Mr 
Partington on 18.4, most of us mere 
mortals were in the 22 to 25 second 
range. Next point of interest was the 
control at the Chew Valley reservoir picnic 
area, report to the control, nip into the café 
for a coffee and a bun, leave at appointed 
time. Not difficult, even I can do it. 
 
Onward to Special Test 2 for some reason 
called Tubby’s Torment, usual format of 
lines “A” “B” & “C” only this time along a 
rocky uphill track. Everything went fine 
until the pull away from below “B” when 
the engine dropped into a flat spot at 
about 1500 rpm and stuttered to cross line 
“C” I lost 2 or 3 seconds there but it 
wouldn’t have made any difference to the 
results, just embarrassing. Fastest time 
here 13.3 by Carl Talbot. Damn, that’s 
quick. The rest of us were in the high 
teens to low twenties. 
 

Burledge Just 50 yards up the lane, fairly 
short section with a restart for all, several 
drivers picked up a 6 here though not 
many, this used to be a hill to fear, but not 
now. 
 
Mill Lane Another drive-through hill, just 
miss the rock in the track just around the 
right hand bend, no one failed. The only 
point of note was Phil my passenger 
remarking that for 2 years he used to live 
200 yards from the top of the lane and 
didn’t even know the lane existed. 
 
At this point class 8 went off to play on Big 
Uplands and the rest of us motored 
through the outskirts of Bath to John 
Walker. 
 
Big Uplands From the results it looks like 
this hill may not have been the stopper 
expected, as more than half cleaned it, 
having got to and away from the restart. 
 
John Walker Throughout the day I had 
been running in the first dozen or so cars. 
To prevent any cars arriving at John 
Walker before its opening time, the 
organisers had set up a holding control 
just outside Keynsham. After 10 or 15 
minutes we were released to carry on to 
the last hill. The route took us through the 
edge of Bath (more 20mph limits) and up 
Lansdown Hill which is a fairly steep hill 
about ¾ mile long, unfortunately I found 
myself behind the two Trojans at this 
point, 1st gear/ 2nd gear/1st gear/ 2nd gear, 
eventually I could take no more and pulled 
into a gateway and read War and Peace. 
We still caught up with them on the 
approach to John Walker. (I’m just 
jealous, I would never be brave enough to 
use such nice vehicles on a trial). So what 
do I say about John Walker? It has 
everything you need for a classic hill. 
Water splash (can be 12/18 inches deep) 
deep ruts, mud, clay and is longggg. 
Being in the first dozen or so we did not 
have much of a wait, only about 15 
minutes. As we waited I spoke with Dave 
Greenslade, who was driving Pete Hart’s 
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Marlin on his first trial. Now Dave and his 
passenger are both very experienced 
sprint drivers, and as this was their first 
trial Pete had asked me to offer advice if 
required, so when we had been waiting to 
attempt this hill I had tried to describe 
what they should expect, luckily, I 
suggested using 12psi in the tyres, Dave 
smiled and said that that was what Pete 
had suggested before the start! Dave 
attempted the hill just before me and as I 
waited for the go signal I chatted with the 
start marshal Rob Gilmore, who, 9 hours 
ago had been scrutineering my car at the 
start. I hope that we, as competitors 
realise how lucky we are to have nutters 
like this who are willing to stand out in all 
winds and weathers marshalling for us. 
Eventually, Rob gets bored with me and 
says “on your way” so we go down into 
the ford (only about a foot deep this 
year), up over the clay, into the ruts, this 
hill seems to go on and on. Then we 
burst out through the gateway that is the 
finish. This hill is a Rush. We park behind 
Dave as they are pumping up tyres for 
the last time. He looks up and says “you 
can’t have mechanical sympathy and 
drive a trials car, can you?” I probably 
agree with him, but, as someone living on 
a small pension I just have “monetary 
sympathy”. I understand he is looking for 
a trials car to have something to play with 
in the winter months, just hope he doesn’t 
get a class 7 I’ve got enough competition 
for third place now and I think they will be 
a formidable team when they get up to 
speed. As usual with this hill there were 
long delays for the later drivers, because 
of the length of this hill it takes 2 or more 
minutes per car. Also there were several 
cases of punctures requiring recovery or 
tyre changing on the hill. A tyre pressure 
limit may be of benefit here to reduce this 
problem. 
 
So then we motored back to The Bull to 
sign off and partake of a beer and a meal 
of “beef something or other with rice” 
which was very nice!  

 
Now when I start a trial I usually have 4 
goals in mind: 
 
1. Finish the trial without any serious 
damage,  
 2. This one I can’t tell you 
about……………. 
3. Be top Marlin driver 
4. Win an award 
Unusually, on this trial I managed all 4, so 
I am a happy bunny. 
 
Congratulations to Duncan Stephens on 
winning the “Allen Cup” beating Joss 
Moss by less than 2 seconds on the tie 
decider. Shame there were so many 
clean sheets, but as the results had 4 
different classes in the top 5 positions the 
organisers must have judged it right. 
 
I am sure that all the competitors will join 
me in thanking the marshals and 
organising team from The Bristol Motor 
Club and beyond for the effort and time 
they spend putting on the Allen Trial. And 
let’s face it there is a lot of work involved 
in putting on these events in todays 
regulated, controlled and “health and 
safety” days. Let’s hope they do it all 
again next year and The Bull is happy to 
host us again.   
 
I would also like to mention the other 
Bristol motor club, Bristol Pegasus Motor 
Club, who although not known for its trials 
interest managed to put out 4 entries in 
this year’s event, mostly from the club 
committee, with Chris Thompson coming 
home a creditable 5th in class in his first 
run in his newly acquired Marlin. Which 
was not bad considering he drove half of 
John Walker using a small torch after his 
lights fused. 
 
I also got home in time to watch the last 
Grand Prix on the box. Just think what 
you could trial with Red Bull’s budget!  
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Bodmin Trial, Sunday 3rd 
November 2013 
 

S unday broke bright and sunny, 
but the forecast was for 
horrendous rain later in the day. 
During Saturday afternoon there 

had been reports that Cardinham Woods 
had been closed due to the extremely 
high winds.  
 
Following a cracking night out, where 
many texts were flying Harvey Waters’ 
way about shooting his load (setting off 
fireworks) battle was set to commence 
after the Haizleden’s had arrived having 
got lost! Tristan White had auctioned off 
the passenger seat for Cornish Hospice 
Care a month before whereby 14year old 
Jordi’s dad paid £70 for the ride, during 
an auction organised by Sharon Robilliard 
that raised £3,800. The rain started early 
with a couple of torrential hail storms 
before we even started. Duncan 
Stephens was the only none south west 
starter, but did have south west 
knowledge in the passenger seat, after 
Nick Deacon didn’t arrive in his X90. 
 
Running in class order, Simon Groves 
and Keelan Hancock had been busy 
devising ways of stopping everyone 
equally without tyre pressures. Having 
been set off at minute intervals, the first 
section Up and Down was just up, with a 
deviation for 6/7 and restart added for 
class 8. Not one saloon failed the car till a 
couple of big Beetles and expected class 
7 front runner Clive Kalber back out in his 
Melos, with his new girlfriend (Rob 
Williams sister) passengering. Dan Keat 
and Tubby both got off the restart and out 
of the top.  
 
Next came Clay Shoot Hill. An adverse 
dip into a dead end straight track with a 
restart for class 7/8. This proved 
extremely slippery as the top layer of 
leaves were removed for the Golfs and 
Escorts with only young Philip Thomas 

climbing in class 3 to take the class lead 
on his first trial, though Escort ace Arnie 
Martin had been recruited to advise in the 
back seat. The track was now cleared so 
most climbed until the restart stopped 
three of the first five in class seven, but 
Duncan Stephens got off first car.  
 
Ron n Jon’s a ninety right into a very 
steep climb with deep ruts. Just through 
the car in and not a lot happens if you can 
avoid the walls either side. All the entry 
got 8 or 9 apart from the last two in class 
8 whereby a shorted run resulted in a 
couple of marks further. Deviock was next 
when only one car failed the all classes 
restart as he forgot to stop, the honour 
falling to Ian Facey in the Z3 on stilts.  
 
Back over to the other side of the woods 
and Hoskin. Here a restart for 7/8 only 
stopped Rob Williams in his new Pop with 
the whole of the rest of the entry going 
clear.  
 
Now the mud started with Groover’s Gut 
that had been extended about 100yards 
past where you drop into the narrow 
gulley at the 9 where the camber stopped 
all the early cars. Ryan Tonkin started his 
charge in class 4 here, fresh from touring 
Europe in his Beetle (also for the Cornish 
Hospice Care amongst others) with a 
four. Harvey just touched the roof of the 
Pop dropping into the gulley and matched 
this. A couple of cars later Duncan 
Stephens steamed in and was the first to 
climb passed the very wet three with 
much bouncing by Zoe and out of the top 
and took the clear lead in the class. Dan 
and Tubby were the only others to climb 
the section. Paul Bartleman and Rich 
Haywood were kept very busy here 
manhandling cars out and away from the 
magnetic wall.  
 
Right next door Adrian’s Way only saw 
Matt Facey, Adrian Booth and Derek 
Rogers stop on the early deviation 
amongst the tree before the track offered 
lots of grip.  
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The evil Castle was next which start with 
a short drag up a track before taking a 
steep slot left over some big tree routes 
before the undulating top offers no grip on 
the clay type surface. This did not suit the 
Escort class well at all, with only Francis 
getting past the seven this time. Though 
on the second attempt he didn’t and 
Aaron and Lester did. Ian Facey made up 
for his earlier indiscretion and climbed 
Castle, and a very spirited two from 
Simon Hamer in his MX5. Duncan 
Stephens struggled to steer into the fork 
but managed to climb the section, despite 
nearly having both tyres off the bead. 
Fellow Melos driver Clive failed at the 
eight, as did Rob Williams lower, so 
perhaps it was a family failure!  
 
Lidcutt was only the bottom half in the 
morning, whereby plenty of grip was 
offered unless you were driving a 3series 
which must have got a puncture as a very 
uncharacteristic nine was dropped. Only 
Simon Hamer dropped any other points 
here, although Aaron managed two 
punctures on 18psi in the Escort.  
 
Weaner’s Wiggle was next which started 
on some tree routes with an S bend at the 
nine with a very inviting large tree stump 
on the outside just above. Ryan 
outclimbed all the saloons by a couple of 
points for a five. Clive pulled a massive 
wheelie under Dan Keat’s nose and flew 
over the tree stump with the front for a 
six. Perhaps he had a point to prove 
trying so hard. Duncan Stephens carefully 
positioned his Melos through the bend 
and got a four matched by the hard 
charging class 8 boys.  
 
The last hill before the lunch break was 
Humpty’s Corner. The start one side of 
the track facing a big step and no tracks 
past the class 8 restart at the six right 
next to the biggest tree route you have 
ever seen. Ryan nibbled another six, 
Clive flew to the same place, and Duncan 
climbed to the five.  

At lunch the Golfs of Ian Cundy and Dave 
Haizelden were a point apart, Francis had 
a five point lead over Lester, Ryan led 
class four and Ian class 5. Class 6 saw 
Roger Teagle two points up on Paul 
Rogers and Claire Rippon, who was out 
with a new engine. In class 7 Duncan 
twelve up on Andrew Rippon and further 
three on Clive. Tubby led Dan by a couple 
of points. Duncan’s trial here was finished 
with a bent axle from the heavy landing 
on the last hill meant it wasn’t sensible to 
continue which was extremely 
disappointing going so well.  
 
The afternoon was now very wet despite 
the tree cover. The afternoon saw many 
more punctures and competitors regularly 
seen changing tubes, and running out of 
tubes in some cases. Dave beat Ian by a 
single point despite some horrible engine 
noises on the last two hills. Aaron was the 
only class 3 to climb Hoskin (with a 
restart) but a puncture at the top resulted 
in no more spares and his retirement. A 
three on Hoskin and a great climb on the 
last gave class 3 to Francis with son 
Philip in third. Ryan won 4 and Ian 5 both 
by a good margin. Roger Teakle made a 
mistake on the start of Silverlead Mine 
just after lunch and dropped an eleven, 
which saw Claire take the initiative in 
class 6, until the penultimate section 
Broadhawk when a head on with a tree 
stopped her at the six and handed the 
class back to Roger by a single point, with 
Paul a point behind her. Duncan’s 
retirement saw Harvey pop up and see an 
award twinkling on the horizon so the 
crossflow was really singing but he could 
only manage third losing out on a couple 
of hills due to the nature of his car. Didnt 
stop him trying though! Andrew held on to 
win the class having had another busy 
week in the garage by a point from Clive 
and second overall.  
 
Dan Keat and Tubby were locked in a 
very tight battle. Dan’s extra length meant 
he sneaked a clean on Silverlead Mine, 
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and puncture for Tubs on the very long 
Long Lidcutt at the three was to prove 
costly. Dan won the class by a point and 
took overall. Jordi had had a great day 

despite the wet and cold and is expected 
back on a better day. It doesn’t get much 
tougher than this! 
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2013 Camel Trial 
by Francis Thomas 
  

D ecember 1st saw the final event 
of the 2013 trials season and 
ACTC and ASWMC  champion-
ships with 48 entrants lining up 

on a cold but dry morning.  The previous 
evening had seen a gathering of local and 
travelling trials folk for an early Christmas 
meal, very well organised by Kelly Thom-
as, with much conversation about the 
fortunes of those still in contention for the 
Wheelspin and Crackington Champion-
ships. Carl Talbot could win the Wheel-
spin if he won the event and Dean 
Partington, the 2012 Champion, was 7th 
or lower; Bill Bennet, James Shallcross 
and Nicola Butcher were all in contention 
for the Crackington.  Early starters were 
grateful for the generous portions served 
up the night before as the burger van with 
its breakfast baps arrived as they were 
leaving Roche Victory hall for what looked 
to be a lengthy set-up process. 
 
Only 2 miles separates the start venue 
from Vinegar Hill  - the first section in 
Cardinham woods  and despite competi-
tors leaving the start at 3 minute intervals 
a delay built up. Not because the forestry 
section was difficult but because on this 
event competitors could walk the sections 
and, as many of us haven’t been able to 
do this for 20 years or so, it seemed like a 
good idea. A little further into the woods 
and the traditional Bishops Wood section 
used on the Camel was rested this year in 
favour of the section used on the Lands 
End with the restart in the familiar place at 
the foot of the rock outcrop. But with dry 
conditions and no tyre pressure re-
strictions this was another straightforward 
section for most.   

 
As in the best traditions an Actress was 
lying in wait nearby with a restart to trap 
the unwary but with the dry conditions this 
usually sticky test proved straightforward 
with generous section marking allowing 
Class 8 re-starters to position themselves 
out of the ruts. Class 7 fared less well, 
despite a lower restart box with most fail-
ing to get away. Andrew Rippon in the 
Baja and Harvey Waters and Santa in the 
Ford Pop were among the few and the 
pair continued to have a ding-dong battle 
for class 7 honours for the rest of the day.  
For other classes without a restart the 
Actress was straightforward. 
 
Three sections in and a high proportion of 
the field remained penalty free and the 
club’s decision to rely on the event’s 
tough reputation to sort out the winning 
positions without special test tie deciders 
was perhaps looking a little interesting. 
 
But normal service was resumed with the 
fourth and fifth sections. Even in the dry 
the very steep gradient and slippery sur-
face of Hustyn was sufficient to take 
points from leading class 8 competitors 
including Dean Partington and Nick 
Farmer from the high powered rear en-
gined part of class 8 as well as Andrew 
Charney and Ben Johnson from the lower 
powered end of the rear engined class 8 
contingent, all failing near the top. Not 
wanting to add to this catalogue of fail-
ures from the rear engined brigade we 
opted for a no nonsense approach – 
7.5pis in the tyres and plenty of right foot 
saw the buggy emerge comfortably from 
the top. 
 
With almost half of the field still clear after 
Hustyn it was across the road to Pump 
House Climb, the fifth section in as many 



miles with the first real mud of the event, 
which was exactly where clerk of the 
course started class 8. In a way this 
helped line us up for the straight up as-
sault on this muddy climb under the trees 
and helped keep us away from the stone 
wall running up the right of the section. 
From the bottom it looked as if the section 
ends could have been somewhat higher 
up the hill but those that made it that far 
were probably grateful it hadn’t been any 
higher judging by the number benefitting 
from an additional passenger (seated on 
the bonnet) for the tricky reverse back 
down.  Six of us in Class 8 went clear with 
championship contender Dean Partington 
dropping a point.  
 
A feature of the Camel is that the classes 
tackle the sections in descending order 
from Class 8 to Class 1 with a second 
clerk of the course adjusting the marking 
after Class 6 have completed each hill to 
help equalize the scores and give all a fair 
chance of winning. Looking at the results 
it would seem there was more marker 
adjusting in the afternoon than in the 
morning with no other cleans on Pump 
House Climb. 
 
Half a mile or so further through the 
woods and we were met by the smiling 
face of Nigel Moss and a large gang of 
marshals from Stroud & DMC looking 
after the first of five sections all with ‘Hay’ 
in the name. The sections themselves 
were pretty dry so the organisers em-
ployed a lot of nadgery twists and turns to 
try and extract points.  On the first section 
it wasn’t twists and turns which were the 
biggest worry but the deep ruts running 
across the bottom of the section, taking 
the unwary straight on past the start of the 
section, including Josh Moss who had 
been clean up to this point. The second 
Hay Section had a greasy rocky start and 
then a steep sharp left hander on mud – 
on for Class 8 but too much for most of 
class 7 with the exception of Andrew Rip-

pon and Harvey. 
 
With 5 sections in this complex and only 5 
miles travelled from the start long queues 
built up here not least because the sec-
tions were in places very close together 
with little access in and out.  And the 
walking up and down the sections proba-
bly also added to the delays here, some-
thing which wouldn’t trouble those living 
west of the Tamar but starting to evoke 
some mild concern to those of us with 
200+ mile journeys home. 
 
Emerging from the woods after the first 10 
sections,  4 competitors, all in class 8, 
remained penalty free, Dan Keat doing an 
excellent job of piloting his lengthy fugitive 
round the bends, championship contender 
Carl Talbot, Wasp driver Mike Chatwin 
and ourselves in the buggy. 
 
A few miles of road led us to Polmorla – 
one of the feature hills on the Camel – 
starting in a market garden located within  
an old quarry before climbing a greasy 
track then a tight 90 right onto grass and 
a tight 90 left over a steep bank and up 
into the undergrowth. For those getting 
round the 90 right the question is how fast 
to attack the second hairpin. Not enough 
speed and you fail to get over the hump, 
too much and you end up in the bushes. 
Dean Partington wanting to have a proper 
go at this one opted for second gear from 
the first hairpin and foot to the floor, re-
sulting in a spectacular wheelie over the 
hump and a trip into the bushes.  Fellow 
Wasp Driver Mike Chatwin observing wrly 
that ‘Dean’s car is a bit of a handful in 
second gear’. Those staying on course 
gradually recorded higher scores with 
ourselves and Josh Moss dropping 5 and 
Mike Chatwin used a more measured 
approach to get to the 4 to take the lead 
in class 8. School equalising seemed to 
come into play around this point with a 
number of clears recorded in the lower 
classes, including Emma Robilliard in 
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Class 4 and several class 3 cars, with 
Lester Keat taking the overall lead at this 
point in the Avenger. 
 
A few more miles down the road and it 
was back into the forests with two tough 
sections at Helligan. The first featuring 
restarts for classes 7 and 8, with the class 
8 restart on the steep proving very tough 
with only the high horsepower Wasps 
moving any significant distance but still 
only reaching the 5. Lower classes with-
out a restart and course equalising faired 
well here and clears were commonplace. 
Helligan 2 is a steep and straight climb – 
up between the trees when I first tackled 
this nearly 20 years ago but now up be-
tween saplings the timber having been 
harvested a couple of years ago. Deep 
sticky, leaf filled ruts slow progress here 
but the course marking was such to allow 
the wily to start out of the ruts and trickle 
to the top. With the steep gradient and 
dry conditions there was a huge amount 
of grip out of the ruts and  torque was a 
premium, Mike Chatwin taking a very low  
speed approach but running out of power 
to drop 3 points. We went one better but 
again ran out of puff near the top. Lester 
Keat went clear in class 3 to stay in the 
lead overall with clears from Ryan Tonkin 
and Emma Robilliard in class 4 opening a 
gap from Nicola Butcher.  
 
Across the road and into Shellwood to 
tackle another feature hill. Starting on the 
level, tackling a rise  and then a fairly 
lengthy level section where speed can be 
built up to tackle the steep bank at the 
end. For classes 7 and 8 a restart as the 
flat starts to steepen added to the chal-
lenge. Having tackled this before we 
knew a fast trickle was again the way to 
build up speed and got away from the 
rooty rocky restart well but then applied 
too much right foot to spin to a halt on the 
steep. Others too heavy on the right pe-
dal on the restart failed to move at all but 
Dan Keat flew up to the two marker to 
establish a lead in Class 8 which he 

would hold onto for the rest of the event. 
But pipping him to the most spectacular 
climb award goes to Keith Sanders who 
took full advantage of Zetec power and 
second gear to send the Scimitar into a 
low orbit off one of the humps near the 
top of the section. 
 
Coldrinnick Wood across the road again 
was straightforward for most, leaving just 
three sections left all some miles down 
the road in the Clinnick complex. 
The first two sections here were greasy 
forest climbs, Pencastle 1 taking points 
off all classes apart from class 4 but could 
have been much worse with wetter condi-
tions. The second was a long muddy 
steep affair cleaned by the first three on 
the road in Class 8 but defeating the re-
mainder of classes 6, 7 & 8 once the top 
surface had come off. In the lower clas-
ses clears were also at a premium, com-
ing from Nick Deacon in Class 5 – the 
X90 bettering Keith Sanders for a 
change, Ryan Tonkin and Nicola Butcher 
in Class 4 and Matt Facey in the scream-
ing BMW in Class 3 – the only time Lester 
Keat was out-climbed all day. 
 
Onto the final section running alongside a 
spectacular railway viaduct before a 90 
right up a steep climb littered with loose 
rocks. Higher classes had a restart on the 
90 right which was easy in itself but 
served to reduce speed before the final 
assault and the fearsome lip at the top of 
the section.  Like most of Class 8 we 
romped up to be joined only by Andrew 
Rippon and Harvey Waters in Class 7 
and Keith Sanders in class 5. Some faced 
heart stopping moments failing right at 
the top, including Rob Williams in a very 
tidy Pop who stopped at the one with the 
front wheels swaying in the breeze before 
a rope was fixed to the front and the as-
sorted spectators pulled him out the top. 
 
With light fading we headed back to the 
Borough Arms at Dunmere to sign off and 
set off on the journey back.  Heading 
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back up the M5 we spotted Dean stopped 
at the side of the motorway, bonnet off the 
Wasp, with a long way still to drive back to 
Derbyshire, having driven down in the 
morning. Not long after I spotted some 
fast moving headlights approaching in the 
outside lane, quickly followed by the dis-
tinctive  buzz of the Wasp as Dean and 
Kieran stormed back up country.  
 
When the scores were totted up Ryan 
Tonkin emerged with the lowest points lost 
(4), just one ahead of Emma Robilliard 
with Emma dropping the vital extra point 
on the very last section. Keith Sanders 
however won overall on index of perfor-

mance. Despite the complicated permuta-
tions of the previous evening it was only 
the Crackington which was decided on the 
day with James Shallcross a clear winner 
of Class 1 taking the trophy from Bill Ben-
net and Nicola Butcher.  Dean Partington, 
despite having a poor day by his stand-
ards had done enough earlier in the sea-
son to hold off the challenge from Carl 
Talbot who could only finish 3rd in class on 
the day. All in all a fitting season finale 
despite the dry conditions and no count-
backs required to sort the places out – no 
ties being recorded. 

Allen Trial 2013 
by Richard Scott 
 

H aving acquired the BMW 318 in 
late 2012 this was going to be 
only its second outing after the 
rather difficult baptism on the 

Kyrle in April.   
 
As crew my daughter and her boy friend 
were to accompany me to see what clas-
sic trialling was all about. A late start 
number made for a leisurely start breez-
ing through scrutineering and arriving at 
the start venue after many competitors 
had already started. 
 
The first section was duly completed with-
out any drama. Bitton Lane proved ex-
ceptionally greasy, I guess being at the 
end of the field didn't help here, and we 
moved not an inch off the restart, I see 
that we were not alone here. Being a bit 
unsure about tyre pressures, I just 
watched what others did, much pressure 
adjusting was observed whilst waiting for 
Little Uplands so I duly complied and 
went down to 14. But this netted a similar 
result! 

Guys Hill was even more slippery and we 
just weren't able to get up any momen-
tum so another pretty high score was the 
result here. So on to the Ubley Wood 
series of sections. On the approach up 
Travers Hill I foolishly lifted off slightly at 
a particularly severe sequence of pot 
holes, rocks and roots and of course that 
was the end of that. Even minus crew I 
could make little further progress and so 
the Landrover was summoned. UB1 was 
pretty slippery but the marshal's predic-
tion that if we could get moving all would 
be fine proved accurate and spirited 
bouncing in the rear seats saw us to the 
top. UB 2 produced a high score and UB 
3 even higher as the start area was by 
now a quagmire the 90 right could only 
be achieved at a crawl, so we had insuffi-
cient momentum to crest the rise. UB 4 
was of course higher up, an alternative 
route was suggested but this proved quite 
impossible.  knobbly tyres when it comes 
to turf removal...... Landrover No.1 was 
summoned, 15 yards was gained with 
ease, but the right foot went to the floor 
(of the Landrover that is) and as progress 
slowed we witnessed the effectiveness of 
knobbly tyres. Whilst Landrover No.2 was 
summoned we got out the shovel to exca-
vate the windscreen and radiator.  
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We eventually crested the rise, having 
remembered to shut the windows this 
time, but further soil removal was still 
required – should we have left it on as 
ballast…..? Well, I guess it all proved 
entertaining to the 4x4 drivers as well as 
the spectators that had gathered. 
 
So to the lunch stop, where we had only 
a short time to grab a quick sandwich 
before getting on our way to Burledge. 
Managed to fail the second observed 
test, as we did have trouble getting mov-
ing again after the reverse. Being a little 
more adventurous with the tyre pres-
sures, now down to 10/12, still didn't help 
with the restart here so another 6 to add 
to the tally. So to the last 2 sections; Mill 

Lane and Johnny Walker. Managed to 
storm up both of these with new found 
abandon, well we were near the end so it 
didn't matter if we broke some-
thing.....After a long delay at Johnny 
Walker this was in fact climbed in the 
dark. 
 
After 2 ACTC events I realise that the car 
is probably more suited to the MCC 
events as its size, coupled with the 
steepness and severity of many of the 
hills on these events are always going to 
see us well off the pace! My crew are 
now thinking that they might like to have 
a go at the Land’s End class 0 if the car 
is available……. 

The 2013 Camel Classic Trial 
By Nick Farmer 
 

W e have entered the Camel 
Classic Trial for the last few 
years now and always go 
down the day before for an 

excellent meal in the evening at the Cally-
with organised by Kelly Thomas.It was a 
good evening with some good banter, 
although not a good one for Tubby as he 
got on the wrong end of a party popper 
filled with pepper! Think my young pas-
senger Norton Selwood might have had a 
hand in that! 
 
THE START We set off from the Callywith 
where we were staying and dropped the 
trailer off at the finish venue, the Borough 
Arms, and headed for Roche village hall 
for the start. After some scrutineering 
which involved all cars being jacked up by 
Duncan Stephens and differentials 
checked we looked forward to a bacon 
butty. Unfortunately that didn’t materialise 
as the caterers had overslept!! (IDEAL) 
 
On the way to the first section we came 
across Tubby and Dan Keat on the side 

of the road, Dan's fugitive's fuel pump 
had packed up, so they put on Tubby's 
spare and away they went again.(could 
be an expensive fuel pump that if Dan 
was to have a good day!)So off we set to 
Grogley woods for the first hill. 
 
VINEGAR HILL was a fairly straight for-
ward section to start off although the re-
sults show Rob Williams dropping a 3 in 
the very smart class 7 Ford Pop. Just a 
couple miles down the road and we enter 
Bishopswood along by the river. 
 
BISHOPSWOOD was for a change the 
usual Lands End Trial section with a re-
start on the slab for the higher classes 
which caught a few out. 
 
The next section ACTRESS in the Bish-
opswood complex and had separate re-
starts for 7 & 8, not too much trouble for 
class 8 but Roger Hoskin (Marlin),Harvey 
Waters with Sharon Robilliard riding shot-
gun(Ford Pop) and the Rippons (Baja) 
were the only class 7s to successfully 
restart. 
 
Approximately 1 mile of road section took 
us to HUSTYN, which was a hill I failed 
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last year so I wanted to clean this 
time,Iwas to be disappointed again! Alt-
hough only a 1 was dropped. Doh. Sur-
prise failures here for Claire Rippon and 
Alan Keat in their class 6 Beetles and in 
class 1 James Shallcross lost ground on 
his classmates early on. 
 
PUMPHOUSE CLIMB is my favourite 
section on the trial, a very steep flat-out 
blast between a low stone wall and a line 
of trees. A very good aggressive climb 
here from Claire Rippon to equal the best 
score in the class, think she’s been taking 
some lessons on finesse from the old 
man! Nick Deacon had a good climb here 
also to equal the class 5 conquering 
Scimitar of Keith Sanders. 
 
A few miles down the road brought us to 
HAY RAKE, which in itself was  fairly 
straight forward but had a horrid start line 
and left turn onto another track over some 
ruts, this was to catch out Josh Moss and 
pretty much spoil a good result, unfortu-
nate also that it was a hill marshalled by 
his own club Stroud. I believe the start 
line was changed for the lower classes 
due to the severity of it. 
 
HAYSTACK was very slippery off the 
start, this section claimed a few high 
points including Joe Browning and An-
drew Charnley in class 8 and Colin Jef-
fery and young gun Phillip Thomas in 
class 3 in the smart Escorts. 
 
The next section HAYWIRE had a fairly 
tight left turn off the start, this saw class 8 
winner Dan Keat struggle to make the 
turn in the Fugitive,but did so eventually 
after a bit of bouncing at the 12 mark-
er.This  had me repositioning on the start 
line in the similar long car,but after a bit of 
worry and fuss we got round no prob-
lem.Ian Facey in the very smart and ca-
pable BMW Z3 dropped 11 here to knock 
himself out of an award winning position 
in the class. 
 

HAY FEVER A straight section between 
high banks caused no problems other 
than a 6 for poor James Vivien in his 
class 3 Escort. 
 
HAY DAY A long section with a restart 
which didn’t cause too many issues but a 
tight right turn at the top was a sting in the 
tail albeit only at the 1 marker, this caught 
myself out and Dean Partington  in class 
8. Good climbs here from the 205s of 
Nick Cleal and James Shallcross to clean 
the section and also Lester Keat and Ken 
Bassett in class 3. 
 
POLMORLA This is a beauty of a section 
starting in a courtyard and a long right 
turn on a slippery track before turning 90 
right onto grass then 90 left onto some 
brambles and bracken. Being able to walk 
the sections on this event meant we were 
able to witness an awesome climb from 
Dan Keat who just missed catching the 
trickle on the bracken, had he of done so I 
think he may have had a class equalling 
climb if not better. Mike Chatwin and Alan 
Selwood had a very good climb here for 
4, it could have been the extra ballast 
Mike was carrying! 
 
HELLIGAN 1 This caused very few prob-
lems for the lower classes with no restart 
but the 7s and especially 8s with the high-
er restart struggled and none went clear. 
 
HELLIGAN 2 A steep climb up a rutted 
track between trees, this section was very 
slippery in the ruts but plenty of grip out of 
them if you could stop yourself from slip-
ping in and getting crossed up. Too much 
speed though and the trees were looming 
fairly close. 
 
SHELLWOOD A real good blast of a sec-
tion with the added trick of a class 8 re-
start this year, outstanding climbs here 
from Dan Keat in the Fugitive and a 
stormer from the Rippons in the Baja who 
were literally flying! Cleans were recorded 
by Emma Robilliard with plenty of ballast 
onboard! and Lester in the class winning 

37 

 
 
Photos by 
Calvin 
Talbot  

38 



Championship Chat 
 
 

I t comes as a bit of a shock in the dull, 
dreary and very wet days after 
Christmas, when the turkey and the 
plum duff are still a fond, but fading 

memory, that the trialling world doesn’t 
stop and the copy deadline for the 
January Restart is too close for comfort. 
 
So, here goes, starting with the 2013 
Crackington League, which provided the 
tension and the changes right at the last 
gasp, with James Shallcross winning the 

Crackington Cup and relegating Bill 
Bennett to second place and the 
Mottershead and Smith Cup by less 
than one point on the Camel Classic.  In 
the end James’ eight class wins to Bill’s 
seven just swung it for Class 1. 
 
In third place, and taking the Enthusiasts 
Cup was John Bell, like Bill in an MG, 
some way back from the leading pair, but 
comfortably ahead of Dave Haizelden, 
who thus adds the Mike Stephens Cup 
to his collection.  The Pegasus Cup for 
fifth went to Julian Lack by a couple of 
points from as fast-finishing Andrew 
Rippon. 

Avenger. Personally, well I just cocked it 
right up by taking a wrong choice of gear 
off the restart, never too old to learn I 
guess! Just a shame it was under the 
watchful eye of Mother Selwood with the 
video camera! 
 
COLDRINNICK WOOD 
This section was new to myself, and mar-
shalled by Windwhistle motor club mem-
bers Paul Brooks and family, it didn’t pose 
any threat to the higher classes, although 
in class 1 Paul Allaway and Judy Phillips 
lost ground to the rest of the class with 5 
points dropped here. A bit of a trek now of 
14 miles to the last 3 sections but they 
are definitely worth it. 
 
PENKESTLE 1 This is where the trial got 
away from eventual Wheelspin winner 
Dean Partington dropping 6 points, a very 
steep slippery section across tree roots 
and around stumps over a bed of moss 
and pine needles with an even steeper 
nap at the top. The 3 class 4 Beetles of 
Emma Robilliard, Nicola Butcher and 
eventual trial winner Ryan Tonkin all went 
clear here along with Lester and Matt 
Facey in class 3. 
 
PENKESTLE 2 This section caused a few 
problems for class 8 with Tubby (troll) and 
Dan Keat and myself(fugitives) going 

clean.Dean losing ground again in the 
Wasp dropping an uncharacteristic 7. A 
great clear here and the only clear in 
class 5 gave Nick Deacon in the x90  2nd 
in class by a point from Ian Facey in the 
z3. Another noteable climb was Matt 
Facey in the supercharged Bmw being 
the only clear in class 3. 
 
CLINNICK A very different looking section 
to what it used to be without the trees 
now, this is a great section, rough, steep 
and slippery with a restart for class 8. Not 
too many saw the top of this section and 
only the top two  in class 7 of Harvey Wa-
ters and Andrew Rippon went out the 
end. The only other car other than a few 
class 8s to see the top was Keith Sanders 
in the Scimitar, although Lester Keat real-
ly showed the Avenger’s merit to score 2 
points.(the next best in the class was 7) 
 
So after watching most of the field 
through it was back to the finish at the 
Borough Arms for a pint and a bite to eat 
while waiting for the results (not that I was 
to bother the engravers!) We struggled to 
keep up with the pace of the camerawom-
an in the burgundy discovery on the way 
back but just made it. All in all as usual, a 
very competitive but enjoyable days trial-
ling in glorious Cornwall put on by Hans 
and Camel Vale Motor Club. 
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The Wheelspin League was won for the 
second year in succession by Dean 
Partington who will be able to keep the 
Wheelspin Trophy on his sideboard for 
2014.   Second in the league, and winner 
of the Autofarm Trophy was Carl Talbot 
in his first full season back trialling for 
some time.   The Stalwarts Trophy for 
third place went to Keith Sanders, in his 
class 5 Scimitar and only two points 
behind Carl.    Mike Chatwin in the other 
Wasp took fourth place and the Dellow 
Trophy, ahead of Nicola Butcher in her 
class 4 Beetle who thus won the 
Cloudsmans Trophy, an extremely good 
result, I think you’ll agree. 
 
In the Pouncey League the Pouncey 
Trophy was won in convincing fashion by 
Dave Craddock from Philip Sanders in 
second place, who will need to find space 
for the Templeton Cup in his trophy 
cabinet.    The Andrews Trophy for third 
place went to Ian Myers whilst fourth 
place and the Bude and District 
Challenge Cup was won by Andrew 
Craddock.    Geoff Walker, who only 
joined the ACTC in time to score points 
on the Taw and Torridge, came a very 
creditable fifth which wins him the Muddy 
Fox Cup. 
 
Perhaps with a full season in 2014 Geoff 
will be challenging for higher honours. 
 
The Red Rose Bowl for combinations 
went to Al Lidgate, with Geoff Westcott 
in second place.    Having watched and 
admired the amount of work that the 
passengers in these rigs have to put in to 
help the outfit make progress I think a 
round of applause is due to all the people 
who occupied the ‘chariot’ on the various 
events, but in particular, perhaps, to 
Penney Watson who assisted Al to his 
RRB win. 
 
The Navigators League looked at one 
stage to be an easy ride for Liz Bennett, 

but whilst Liz did win and the 
Woolbridge Trophy, in the end it was a 
close run thing, with Gaby Albertova, 
passengering for James Shallcross, was 
only just over a point behind in second 
place and the Sportsmans Trophy.     
Ralph Talbot took a deserved third place 
for his efforts in helping Carl T to second 
place in the Wheelspin.   This could be a 
very interesting and close competition 
next year because I note that the person 
who was fourth here in 2013, Norton 
Selwood, has teamed up with a previous 
Wheelspin winner, Nick Farmer, for 
2014. 
 
Finally the Troll Trophy for teams, which 
was a two-horse race in 2013, but 
surprisingly close for all that with Team 
Eastwood, consisting of Messrs 
Partington, Chatwin, Knifton and 
Bartlett getting their noses back in front, 
just, on the Allen. 
 
You’ll find all the tables elsewhere in 
magazine for you to see where YOU 
came. 
 
My heartiest congratulations to all the 
trophy winners, commiserations to those 
that nearly made the awards list and the 
biggest cheer for those competitors who 
just come out for a good day in the fresh 
air, a bit of enjoyment and no expectation 
of ever bothering the engravers!    
Without this last category there would be 
no competition and we need more of you! 
 
I hope to be making a few appearances 
in the left hand seat of the red MG in 
2014 so I’ll be able to have a chat with 
you all and see most of you at the top of 
a few sections. 
 
Happy and successful trialling in 2014. 
 

Chris Phillips 
Championship Secretary 
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Crackington Table 2013
Ex Clee Exm CotC Nor Tor LE Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Best 9 Total  Events

James Shallcross 1.0 C C 10.4 10.2 10.4 9.4 10.3 10.2 10.2 10.4 8.5 10.3 91.8 101.3 11
Bill Bennett 3.0 C C 9.5 10.3 9.5 5.0 9.6 9.6 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.6 10.1 91.0 118.0 13
John Bell C C 8.5 9.3 R 7.6 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.6 62.6 62.6 7
David Haizelden C C 9.0 9.4 10.4 R 10.2 9.4 10.5 R 58.9 58.9 6
Julian Lack 5.0 C C 10.0 10.8 5.0 10.9 10.7 5.0 57.4 57.4 7
Andrew Rippon C C 7.0 9.7 7.7 10.3 R 10.0 10.7 55.4 55.4 6
Brian Andrew C C 8.7 5.7 10.2 10.3 8.3 9.7 52.9 52.9 6
Dudley Sterry 3.0 C C R 6.8 5.0 0.0 6.8 1.0 8.0 7.8 10.0 48.4 48.4 8
Nick Cleal C C 9.4 8.4 9.2 9.5 9.3 45.8 45.8 5
David Golightly C C 10.5 8.6 10.6 11.0 5.0 R 45.7 45.7 5
John White C C 10.9 10.4 10.4 10.5 42.2 42.2 4
Gary Browning C C 9.6 10.7 8.7 10.7 39.7 39.7 4
Charles Knifton C C 10.0 9.8 4.0 8.0 6.0 37.8 37.8 5
Aaron Haizelden C C 8.8 9.6 8.4 9.4 R 36.2 36.2 4
Nigel Jones C C 7.6 9.2 5.0 6.7 R 6.8 35.3 35.3 5
Tris White C C 8.8 R 9.8 R 8.0 0.0 8.0 34.6 34.6 4
Peter Jones C C 1.0 8.7 7.0 9.3 6.7 32.7 32.7 5
John Wilton C C 6.5 R 7.5 9.2 8.6 31.8 31.8 4
Adrian Dommett 5.0 C C 10.5 5.0 10.6 31.1 31.1 4
Ryan Tonkin C C 10.3 9.5 10.3 30.1 30.1 3
Harry Butcher C C 8.6 10.1 3.0 5.0 26.7 26.7 4
Simon Groves C C 5.0 7.8 7.0 5.8 R 25.6 25.6 4
Adrian Tucker-Peake C C 1.0 6.7 10.1 7.7 25.5 25.5 4
Michael Leete 3.0 C C 9.2 3.0 10.2 25.4 25.4 4
Colin Perryman C C 8.0 10.3 6.8 R 25.1 25.1 3
Jonathan Toulmin C C 7.7 9.7 1.0 5.8 24.2 24.2 4
Mal Allen C C 8.0 6.9 9.0 23.9 23.9 3
Ed Wells C C 6.0 8.9 8.0 22.9 22.9 3
Stephen Potter C C 7.5 8.5 6.6 22.6 22.6 3
Duncan Stephens C C 11.0 11.0 22.0 22.0 2
Joshua Moss C C 6.0 11.0 5.0 22.0 22.0 3
Adrian Marfell C C 10.6 10.7 21.3 21.3 2
Chris Thompson C C 8.3 5.7 7.0 21.0 21.0 3
Roger Goldthorpe C C 8.8 8.7 3.0 20.5 20.5 3
Peter Hart C C 10.1 9.7 19.8 19.8 2
Dick Bolt C C 7.0 R 5.0 7.6 19.6 19.6 3
Brian Alexander C C 0.0 3.0 8.3 7.6 18.9 18.9 3
Michael Warnes C C 6.0 5.0 5.7 16.7 16.7 3
Tony Young C C 6.9 9.3 T 16.2 16.2 2
David Miller 1.0 C C 9.3 5.0 15.3 15.3 3
Stuart Highwood C C 3.0 7.7 R 3.00 13.7 13.7 3
Colin Burrow C C 6.6 6.5 13.1 13.1 2
Mike Workman C C R 9.0 4.0 13.0 13.0 2
Ian Davis C C 7.0 R 6.0 13.0 13.0 2
Stuart Bartlett C C 0.0 6.0 5.0 0.0 11.0 11.0 2
Richard Houlgate C C 0.0 7.9 3.0 10.9 10.9 2
Michael Pocock C C 9.2 1.0 10.2 10.2 2
Paul Bartelman C C 10.0 10.0 10.0 1
David Symons C C 5.0 5.0 10.0 10.0 2
John Ludford 1.0 C C 5.9 3.0 9.9 9.9 3
Tony Branson C C 9.7 9.7 9.7 1
Claire Rippon C C 9.3 R 9.3 9.3 1
Brian Partridge 1.0 C C 0.0 3.0 2.0 3.0 R 9.0 9.0 4
Alan Selwood 1.0 C C 3.0 5.0 9.0 9.0 3
Murray Montgomery-Smith C C 0.0 R 1.0 3.9 4.0 8.9 8.9 3
Stephen Bailey C C 8.8 8.8 8.8 1
Terry Coventry C C 8.4 8.4 8.4 1
Ian Moss C C 8.4 8.4 8.4 1
Kevin Furnish C C 8.3 8.3 8.3 1
Alan Black C C 4.8 3.0 7.6 7.8 2
Tim Dewar C C 7.4 7.4 7.4 1
Robert Hodgkinson C C 6.8 R 6.8 6.8 1
Richard Peck C C 4.7 4.7 4.7 1
Ross Cookman C C 4.7 4.7 4.7 1
David Jackson C C 0.0 R 4.0 R 0.0 4.0 4.0 1
Stephen Johnson C C 4.0 4.0 4.0 1
Rob Hawarth C C 3.0 3.0 3.0 1
Neal Vile C C 3.0 3.0 3.0
Duncan Welch C C 3.0 3.0 3.0 1
Terry Mattin C C 1.0 1.0 1.0 1
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Wheelspin Table 2013
Ex Clee Exm CotC Nor Tor LE Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Total  Events

Dean Partington C C 7 10 10 7 6 3 8 5 9 65.0 9
Carl Talbot C C 9 8 9 6 3 10 10 2 57.0 8
Keith Sanders C C 8 7 4 9 10 6 5 6 55.0 8
Michael Chatwin 5 C C 10 2 9 8 3 6 3 46.0 8
Nicola Butcher 5 C C 2 1 5 3 7 2 4 29.0 8
Adrian Dommett 5 C C 8 5 9 27.0 4
Julian Lack 5 C C 3 5 8 5 26.0 5
Dudley Sterry 3 C C 5 5 1 5 4 23.0 6
Bill Bennett 3 C C 6 5 5 2 1 22.0 6
David Golightly C C 3 5 7 5 20.0 4
James Shallcross 1 C C 2 10 7 20.0 4
Ryan Tonkin C C 3 7 10 20.0 3
Charles Knifton C C 5 9 1 4 19.0 4
John White C C 10 8 18.0 2
Duncan Stephens C C 7 10 17.0 2
Tris White C C 6 9 1 1 17.0 4
Joshua Moss 3 C C 9 12.0 2
Adrian Marfell C C 6 5 11.0 2
David Symons C C 5 5 10.0 2
Simon Groves C C 2 4 3 9.0 3
Alan Selwood 1 C C 3 5 9.0 3
Paul Bartelman C C 8 8.0 1
Harry Butcher C C 3 5 8.0 2
David Haizelden C C 2 6 8.0 2
Peter Hart C C 7 7.0 1
Brian Partridge 1 C C 3 3 7.0 3
Mike Workman C C 7 7.0 1
Michael Leete 3 C C 3 6.0 2
David Miller 1 C C 5 6.0 2
Stephen Bailey C C 5 5.0 1
John Bell C C 5 5.0 1
Dick Bolt C C 5 5.0 1
Nigel Jones C C 5 5.0 1
Michael Warnes C C 5 5.0 1
Gary Browning C C 1 3 4.0 2
Roger Goldthorpe C C 1 3 4.0 2
John Ludford 1 C C 3 4.0 2
Claire Rippon C C 4 4.0 1
Andrew Rippon C C 4 4.0 1
Brian Alexander C C 3 3.0 1
Stuart Bartlett C C 3 3.0 1
Rob Hawarth C C 3 3.0 1
Stuart Highwood C C 3 3.0 1
Richard Houlgate C C 3 3.0 1
Neal Vile C C 3 3.0 1
Duncan Welch C C 3 3.0 1
Tony Branson C C 2 2.0 1
Mal Allen C C 1 1.0 1
Peter Jones C C 1 1.0 1
Terry Mattin C C 1 1.0 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith C C 1 1.0 1
Michael Pocock C C 1 1.0 1
Rory Pope C C 1 1.0 1
Jonathan Toulmin C C 1 1.0 1
Adrian Tucker-Peake C C 1 1.0 1
Rob Wells C C 1 1.0 1
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*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 

 2014 Dates Event Organising Club Status
Fri 3 Jan Exeter MCC Championship C/M
Sun 19 Jan Clee Hills MAC Championship C
Sun 26 Jan Exmoor North Devon MC Championship C/M
Sun 2 Feb Cotswold Clouds Stroud MC Championship C
Sun 2 Feb North Coast Camel Vale *
Sun 9 Feb Launceston L&NCMC *
Sat 15 Feb Northern Fellside Championship C/M
Sat 15 Feb Exmoor Fringe Trial VSCC *
Sun 23 Feb Chairmans Holsworthy Championship M
Sat 1 Mar Derbyshire VSCC *
Sun 2 Mar March Hare Falcon MC ACTC Invite
Sun 2 Mar Camel Heights Camel Vale *
Sat 8 March Ebworth Stroud MC ACTC Invite
Sat 15 Mar Herefordshire Trial VSCC *
Sun 16 Mar Bovey Down Windwhistle ACTC Invite
Sun 23 Mar Torbay Torbay MC Championship C/M
Sun 6 April Kyrle Ross & District Championship C
Sat 12 Apr Scottish Trial VSCC *
Fri 18 Apr Land's End MCC Championship C/M
Mon 21 Apr Presidents Camel Vale *
Sun 11 May Ilkley Trial Ilkley MC Championship C/M
Sat 14 Jun ACTC Awards Ceremony
Sun 6 Jul Testing Trial (TBC) MCC
Sun 7 Sep ACTC AGM
Sat 13 Sept Yorkshire Trial VSCC *
Sun 21 Sept Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship C/M
Sun 28 Sept Tarka North Devon MC Championship M
Sat 4 Oct Edinburgh MCC Championship C/M
Sat 11 Oct Welsh Trial VSCC *
Sun 12 Oct Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship C/M
Sun 19 Oct Mechanics Stroud MC ACTC Invite
Sun 26 Oct Tamar L&NCMC Championship C/M
Sun 2 Nov Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite
Sat 8 Nov Lakeland Trial VSCC *
Sun 16 Nov Hardy Woolbridge Championship C/M
Sat 22 Nov Cotswold Trial VSCC *
Sun 30 Nov Allen BMC&LCC Championship C
Sun 30 Nov Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship M
Sun 7 Dec Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship C

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

44 


