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EDITORIAL 
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By the time you get this edition through your mailbox we hope to be on the high seas, on 
our summer holiday. So many thanks to Bill Bennett for agreeing to stuff and post it for 
me this time. I had hoped to get some Ilkley reports in this issue, but we had such a 
good response from the earlier trials that we are full. I even wrote a Mechanics report 
and Jonathan has almost finished a Lands End one, just in case (oh we of little faith!) so 
perhaps these will have to go on the web. People seem more happy and able to write for 
Restart these days and I guess most of this is due to computers and wordprocessing, 
which make it so much easier to compose, but I would like to think that it is also because 
contributors appreciate the magazine and want to be part of it. Thank you all and keep 
your stories coming in. 
 
For this edition I have had some good response to my many (yes I know!) requests for 
photographs. Some of these, as you will see are more about people and the atmosphere 
of trialling, so I have changed the focus in this edition a little away from action shots and 
have also included some ‘close and personal’ photos from Dave Cook as well. Don’t 
know what you think of this? Do you prefer action shots? I don’t expect any answers to 
this…. but you never know! 
 
As you will read later ACTC will be at the Go Motosport Live event at Silverstone, which 
aims to promote amateur motorsport. Jonathan and I will be there, manning the Hillclimb 
and Sprint Association’s stand (sorry Simon some of us also support the ‘go fast as you 
can theme’) If you are attending (it is free) do come and see us as well and say hello. I 
am the HSA’s Championship Co-Ordinator, amongst other things I do! What do they say 
about if you need a job doing give it to a busy person! (and these days an older 
person???)  
 
The speed v trials theme is interesting….. In the early days of motorsport it was very 
easy to take place in many disciplines. If you were lucky enough to own a car you could 
enter all sorts of events in it without much modification. These days we need specialist 
cars for each discipline, so I guess it is still all down to finance, except for marshalling 
etc Talking about finance Jonathan was commenting a couple of days ago about the 
way the Mazda and the Suzuki X90, in particular, have resurrected class 5, which is 
good, but he wishes he had bought  ten X90s when we bought ours…  Wonder whether 
Suzuki know about its resurrection? Guess they wouldn’t be interested! 
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T his time last year my “Simon 
says” piece announced my 
intention to step down as 
Chairman of ACTC. At the recent 

council meeting this change took place, 
and Giles Greenslade was elected to take 
my place. As Robin Moore stepped down 
from the Presidency I have stepped up to 
this role. Although the role of ACTC 
representative on the MSA’s trials 
committee is traditionally held by the 
chairman, with Giles’ agreement I will 
continue to carry out this function on his 
behalf Although the elections to officers 
roles within ACTC are made at the May 
meeting the new positions are not formally 
taken up until the September AGM so I 
will be continuing with the behind the 
scenes political stuff through the summer. 
 
Powys S56 may sound a strange title but 
it is the current Rights-of-Way cause that 
ACTC (through LARA) is concerned with. I 
will not bore you with the details, but it is 
to do with a legal loophole that Powys 
County Council thinks it’s found that will 
enable it to impose Traffic Restriction 
Orders on unsurfaced highways without 
having to go through the normal 
consultative channels. Whilst Powys itself 
in not exactly a classic trials hotspot, this 
action and the potential court cases that 
may arise from it are being watched very 
closely by other councils, such as 
Derbyshire, who see such action as being 
beneficial to them as it would allow them 
to close the lanes we use without giving 
any sort of notice, just because it seems 
like a good idea to them at the time. 
 

There were a few problems at 
scrutineering at the Ilkley Trial this year, 
and whilst I think these have all been 
resolved now and the future of this trial is 
secured for the next year the issues have 
highlighted the fact that there are a 
number of items that are considered to be 
accepted practice in our world, but which 
seem to contradict the rule book. I shall be 
taking some of these to the MSA Trials 
committee meeting with a view to making 
some clarifications. So those of you who 
study the “rules out for consultation” 
section of the MSA’s website may take 
note that I am just trying to clarify what we 
already do, and not put additional 
restrictions in place. 
 
My ideas about how we might adapt the 
current classes were discussed at the 
recent ACTC council and I think most of 
you will be glad to know that no changes 
were really felt to be desirable, but the 
engine change rules did raise more heat 
and this discussion will continue to be 
discussed at the September meeting. The 
current trend, if that is the right word, 
seems to be that engine swapping should 
be “in period” with the original vehicle. 
Quite what the definition of period might 
be will be a major part of the discussion.  
 
As a side issue to the class arguments 
was the perennial debate about the need 
for organisers to try to balance their event 
across the classes so that, in theory at 
least, it is possible for the winner to come 
from any of the classes. Apparently more 
than 50 of the last 100 trials have been 
won by a class 8 car. Although there are 
many weapons in the Clerk-of-the-
Course’s armoury to attempt to create this 
balance, the poor mutt on the ground has 
to make these decisions at least 24 hours 
before the event, whilst looking at a plain 
green sward, untrammeled at this point by 
wheel tracks, and is expected to guess 
accurately how vastly differing types of 
vehicle will perform on the same terrain. I 
always find it amusing that the strongest 
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Sect’
s 

Spin 

voices lamenting this imbalance are 
usually those with no organising 
experience. Non the less C-of-C’s do do 
quite a good job of getting it reasonably 
close most of the time. The problems 
arise when the weather on the morning of 
the event is radically different to that 
expected when setting up the course.  
And over the last couple of years the 
weather has definitely erred on the side of 
unpredictability. The C-of-C has to make 
decisions on the fly usually without being 
able to see the section, and under 
pressure from both competitors and the 
rest of his team to react quickly. He also 
has to convey those decisions to the 
individual section controllers without them 
being misinterpreted.  It is not surprising 
that he opts for a simple solution, when a 
complex one is really required. Be nice to 
your local Clerk of Course or he may not 
do it next year! 
 
Although the summer is not traditional 
trials time of year, there is an event that 
you might want to attend - Go Motorsport 
Live! at Silverstone Circuit. It’s free to get 
in (provided you have “preregistered”) 
and ACTC will have a stand there touting 
our version of club motorsport against a 
flurry of track oriented variations on the 

go as fast as you can theme. Come along 
and say hello, but please remember that 
the object of the exercise is to attract 
fresh blood, rather than just to chat to 
your mates. So be nice to would be 
triallers and make sure you tell them what 
fun it can be and how easy it is to start. 
 
For the past however many years this 
column has been entitled “Simon Says”, 
but the next issue’s column will need a 
new title. I suggested to Giles that it 
should be “Greenslade’s Garbage” or 
“Giles Gabbles On”, but for some reason 
he didn’t like either of these suggestions. 
Therefore, dear reader, I ask you for 
some (more polite) suggestions as to how 
the new title should appear in the 
November issue. 
 
I finish with a thank you to all the 
motorcyclists with read this car oriented 
stuff each time and bear with it. I don’t 
write much about bikes, I have to admit. I 
don’t, because in many ways I am jealous 
of the way you all just get on with your 
trialling and enjoy the day without the 
apparent need to wring the most out of 
the rule book all the time. Turn up, ride, 
have fun, go home. That’s how it all 
should be. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W e had a well-attended 
council meeting on the 
5th May with a very long 
agenda. It was also the 

last meeting for both our current 
chairman and president. President 
Robin Moore stood down after ten  

 
years of uninterrupted service with 
only a single meeting missed. Simon 
Woodall stood down after two long 
sessions as chairman. Our new 
president will be Simon Woodall and 
our new chairman will be Giles 
Greenslade. It will be good to 
welcome Giles back into the fold. 
 
We have yet to find someone to take 
on the role of motorcycle coordinator 
that is currently handled by Stephen 
Bailey. At the moment Chris Phillips 
is looking after the scoring of the 
motorcycles.  
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One topic of discussion at the meeting 
was the dissemination of information 
before council meetings such that the 
delegates could discuss with the clubs 
they represent before coming to the 
meeting. It was generally agreed that 
there should be a cut off date for 
information to be circulated of four 
weeks prior to a meeting. I, as 
secretary, am a great supporter of this. 
So in future if you have anything you 
want circulating to all the delegates for 
discussion at a council meeting it must 
be with me four weeks before the 
meeting. 
 
A reminder to all competitors, if you 
retire from a classic trial you must 
complete the damage declaration form 
and return it to the secretary of the 
meeting of the organising club. This is 
an MSA requirement. 
 
Another reminder. All AFFF fire 
extinguishers that are required to be 
carried on classic trial cars have a 
‘shelf life’. They are ‘good’ for five 
years and then must be discharged 
and refilled. You will see details on the 
sticker on the extinguisher which will 
carry the required dates and which the 
scrutineer could well want to see. 
 
Since my last ‘Sect’s Spin’ I was very 
busy with the Kyrle Trial. Due to the 
weather it became a trial for the 
organisers as well as the competitors. 
We had been planning for a fairly wet 
event and set things out accordingly on 
the Saturday, what not been forecast 
or we were expecting was the heavy 
Saturday overnight rain. This led to 
some cancelations and changes. It 
was not all due to the weather as we 
had a spectator fall on a section and 
badly injured himself and it took some 
time to get him off the section and to 
hospital. What is particularly annoying 
when cancelling a section is all the 
work the marshals have done in 

getting the section up and running. 
Some instant decisions were made on 
the run in an area where there is 
almost no mobile phone reception. 
With the steep hills that we have on 
the Kyrle and the wet ground it is 
almost inevitable that class 8 cars will 
do well. Even with no tyre pressures 
some classes really struggle to climb 
very far up our wet steep hills. 
 
With lots of talk the availability of tyres 
and especially the 15 inch diameter 
ones it is interesting to note that the 
sporting trials people are saying the 
latest Vredestein tyre that they use has 
too much grip! So if you run 15 inch 
tyres I would suggest you run out and 
buy some of these ‘super grip’ 
Vredestein now. The sporting trials 
people have been carrying out some 
tests with easily obtainable 15 inch 
tyres with a wider cross section but 
lower profile. Results from back to 
back testing look good. 
 
I have been very busy over the past 
few months with the organisation of the 
Welsh Road Trial for the MCC. This is 
a new event and will be the first time a 
MCC event has ventured into Wales 
for some ten years. What I have 
immediately noticed in Wales is that 
they seem to be able to keep even the 
most remote narrow roads in very 
good state of repair. Potholes are few 
and far between, it is a pleasure to 
drive and ride in Wales. 
 
If any motorcyclists are taking part in 
the National Motorcycle Rally in July I 
will be manning the Ross-on-Wye 
checkpoint so see you there. A week 
later I will, together with Chris Phillips, 
doing our usual three days of 
marshalling at the Goodwood Festival 
of Speed. It is always a fantastic three 
days of noise and speed with lots of 
nice people to talk to.   
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Levelling the car classes? 
by Andrew Brown 

 

T here has been a lot of recent 
debate about the class structure, 
the class eligibility, and creating a 
level playing field for all car 

classes, none of it remotely conclusive. 
Putting eligibility and technical issues to 
one side for now, I have long suggested 
that a key problem is that we treat the 
Wheelspin (for overall placings) as the 
more “senior” of our two main trophies, 
and the Crackington (for class placings) 
as the “junior”. 
 
Classic trials are unusual, but not unique, 
in the UK motorsport world in running 
events to classes but combining these 
classes to determine overall placings (the 
Top Ten run-off in hillclimbs is similar). If 
classic trials followed most other 
disciplines, we’d have separate 
championships for each class, and no 
Wheelspin or Crackington. But we (well 
most of us anyway) love tradition, and 
tradition dictates that the Wheelspin is our 
premier trophy. So how do we make it 
more accessible to all classes? 
 
I have a simple suggestion, which 
requires absolutely no changes to the way 
we run events, no extra work for anyone 
except the results team, and no rule 
changes to implement, just a clerk of the 
course prepared to take it on board for his 
event. Sections are set out, restarts 
positioned, tyre pressures selected, all as 
at present, the only change is to the 
scoring. 
 
Proposed scoring: The “best” score on 
each section in each class is given “0” 
and all the other scores are adjusted 
accordingly. 
 
So, for example: If the best score in class 
8 on a section was 0, the class 8 scores 
would be unchanged; if the best score in 

class 7 on the same section was 4, then 
(for class 7) 4 would become0, 5 would 
become 1, 6 would become 2, and so on; 
if the best score in class 4 on the same 
section was 8; then (for class 4) 8 would 
become 0, 9 would become 1, and so on.  
 
Simon Woodall (to whom I suggested the 
idea some time ago) has pointed out that 
this would probably mean that the overall 
trial winner would be decided by special 
test times between those with 0 points in 
each class, and no one really likes results 
based on times rather than hill scores. I 
agree, but, the only way to finish a trial on 
0 points is to outclimb all other 
competitors in your class on every hill, or 
for more than one person in a particular 
class to clean every hill in the event. 
Personally, I rather relish the very best 
competitors in, say, classes 1, 3, 5, and 8 
all having to take their time in the special 
test seriously because they could all end 
up on 0 points and the trial would be 
decided on the times (which is what 
happens now for the overall winner in the 
three MCC events).  
 
One major advantage, as far as I am 
concerned, is that it removes those 
unfortunate times when the  clerk of the  
course makes a completely wrong call on 
restarts or tyre pressures for a particular 
class on a particular section. We’ve all 
been there - the “impossible” restart for a 
class on tyre pressures when the rest of 
the trial cleans the section with no restart 
and no pressure limit, for example. 
 
So I throw the idea open to debate but 
remember, as I say above, that any event 
can try this and it requires no more effort 
than the clerk of the course deciding to 
give it a try, and the results team needing 
to do a few more spreadsheet calculations 
before finalising the results. Now which of 
the trials organising teams out there has 
the guts to be the first to try it? 
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The Northern Trial 
by Hamish White 

 

T his was the 9th year I have 
competed on the Northern Trial, 
which is very local to me. I was 
driving a 1926 Alvis 12/50 SD for 

the second year, with 2 of my friends on 
bouncing duties. Last year was very much 
a proving run for the car with it being the 
first trial since the car went back on the 
road in 30 years. It didn’t go very well 
suffering a misfire and lack of ground 
clearance. It has since been tweaked and 
used on all the major VSCC trials in 2012, 
and it is now approaching its maximum 
potential.  
 
The week before the trial the weather had 
been very wet this had caused some 
sections to be re-set. When we awoke on 
the Saturday the weather looked settled. 
There was an entry of 36 cars and 29 
bikes. We were the oldest of the cars and 
were running in 0A with me not having a 
competition licence. We had a start time 
in the last 5 cars meaning we were 
running at the back of the field all day. 
This was to be the last trial using the old 
auction mart in Wigton as it is to become 
a new Tesco. The new auction mart 
opened the following week just up the 
road, it will be fun to drag mud through 
the new one next year! 
 
The start of the normal route was revised 
to try and alleviate the usual delays at the 
Black Hole section in Setmurthy Forest. 
We instead set off via a traditional green 
lane to the first section, Carlisle Gate 
Lane. It was a long section with very deep 
ruts. This we cleared easily however 
others struggled with ground clearance. 
From there we then moved onto the first 
special test and second section in an old 
colliery. This was on very sticky slippery 
mud. The special test proved too tight for 
us to negotiate meaning we had to put a 
shunt in, failing the test. The second 
section started with a tight right hand turn 

then up over a hill. We managed to tame 
the understeer and power up and over the 
hill to clear it.  
 
We then proceeded into Wythop Forest 
which offers superb views out over 
Bassenthwaite, looking towards Skidaw. 
The first section was Routen Romp, at the 
bottom we were met by a queue 
containing all the cars! This section has 
always proved very difficult for many to 
clear. You have to come out of the top 
and this means having to tow vehicles out 
with a Land Rover. It always causes 
delays - perhaps more so this year being 
so close to the start of the trial. This 
caused us to loose 2 hours waiting for our 
turn. We just failed on the last bank like 
most years. From then on we didn’t see 
many other competitors as we were 
running a long way behind the rest of the 
field. 
 
There we a further 3 sections in Wythop 
with us missing out Falcon’s Crest due to 
being in 0A. Brown’s Challenge was next, 
which was a straight blast up a muddy 
bank which the car went well on. The next 
section was Little Cock Up which has a 
huge car eating hole on the final left hand 
turn. At the bottom we came across Keith 
Thomas and Edwin Cook looking very 
relaxed! It soon became apparent they 
were retiring with a broken differential in 
the Buckler. I tried to ride the outside 
wheel up on the bank of the final corner, 
which backfired as the car under steered 
badly just missing a tree! This lost us a 
few vital points from getting to our usual 
place half way up the final bank. The 
extraction system of a 4wd pulling a rope 
around a block attached to a tree works 
brilliantly! The final section was 
Lowthwaite Side which is very technical. 
There is a sharp left turn on top of a rock 
slab which needs treated with care. After 
the left hander it’s very rough up to the 
top. We managed to clear it and from the 
top you can escape out of the back of the 
forest.  
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We then moved around the Whinlatter 
sections. The first of which was Darling 
Howe. This was a long rough rocky 
section split into 2 by a track across it and 
this didn’t suit the Suzuki X90s in our 
class from looking at the results. It 
required a lot of ground clearance and 
even with massive amounts we still had 
contact with the sump and tank guard. 
Sheepfold was next. A short climb up a 
bank then into a left hand turn after which 
it flattens out. We got stuck on one of the 
many tree roots on the first bank. We 
again missed Lord’s Seat because of the 
class we were in. Ullister is a pure power 
hill being very steep at the start. We did as 
well as anybody on here. This hill being 
the only one to stop every car due to a 
very nasty finish! A few had issues 
reversing off this very steep section. A 
marlin held us up after getting well and 
truly stuck coming back down.  
 
We then moved on to Setmurthy, and 
were very pleased to clear Black Hole for 
the first time. This year there were also 2 
new sections in Setmurthy added to 
reduce the usual queues. One of these 
sections was cancelled due to difficulties 
getting to the start line. The usual delays 
were not present due to the field being so 
spread out following the earlier delays.  
 
We finished the sections with Sandale 
which is one of my and many others 
favourite sections on the trial. It has a 
narrow start alongside a house. It then 
opens onto a grass back which was at one 

time an original cobbled road. We ended 
up finding so much grip we had to lift off to 
negotiate, through the restart which we 
didn’t have to stop at. From there it was 
an easy clear which made up for last 
year’s disappointment of failing it with the 
car letting us down. Unfortunately the 
Austin Special of Odgie Danaan, which 
went just in front of us lost his passenger 
at the stop restart point. She was winded 
but luckily suffered no other injuries. 
 
Finally we proceeded to the last special 
test in darkness and light drizzle to just 
outside Wigton. The field was so sticky we 
ended up becoming stuck on the Rigg and 
Furrows and failed another special test 
adding 12 points to our total! We finished 
3rd in our class behind Nick Smith in the 
Marlin who took first and the Austin 
Special in 2nd. Without the 2 failures on 
the special tests we would have just been 
2 points behind Nick. 
 
Overall the marshalling was excellent the 
recovery guys with the 4WDs were very 
efficient. Everyone we spoke to had a 
great time. When you consider the entry 
fee for the trial, the off road mileage in 
some stunning scenery it is a bargain, and 
I am always rather surprised that more 
people especially trail bike riders do not 
enter. We will be back again next year for 
the 10th time! 

The Mechanics Trial from a 
Marlin point of view 
by Carlie Hart 
 

W e hadn’t used our Marlin 
since the Lands End last 
year so we were a little 
apprehensive when we set 

out for this year’s Mechanics. The 

weather forecast had at different times 
mentioned fog, mist and rain. We along 
with many others had also had difficulty 
getting 14inch 185 remoulds so had along 
with Mal and Murray invested in some 175 
kingpins. The question was would they 
work, we even took 2 spare slightly worn 
185s just in case. As it turned out the 
tyres did well and the weather did not turn 
out as predicted 
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On arrival at the start we quickly passed 
through very efficient scrutineering and 
signed on in the Stroud tent, a marked 
improvement on the Clouds. The lads 
then queued up for bacon rolls which are 
cooked to order and much appreciated.  
We left on time and soon reached the first 
hill Tin Pan Alley were we were held up 
and a queue developed as some saloons 
had to reverse all the way down the 
section having got stuck in the mud  
beyond section ends. It soon however 
was our turn and we all cleaned the 
section and continued to Alf’s Delight 
where the observed section was as usual 
a deviation and restart leading back onto 
the main track which was causing many 
problems Mark and Clair in their class 6 
Beetle and Murray managed to get to the 
restart but no further, so we expected a 
similar result. We however reached the 
restart taking a wide approach and then 
surprisingly drove forward but 
unfortunately could not steer the car back 
quickly enough so scored a 4. 

 
 We continued across the carpet (!) to the 
road and travelled on to Boxwell which 
has a lovely steep approach down past a 
lake. Here we met Gary Browning who 
was marshalling on his first section of 
three. The section caused no problem and 
we continued on to Hobbs Choice were a 
deviation up to a carefully positioned 
restart caused a number to gain 6 points 
for sliding into the top restart mark. More 
by luck than judgement we stopped high 
and just missed the marker. The route 
than continued down the valley and onto 
Wood Lane were the restart had already 
been cancelled. On arrival at the gate we 
were instructed to go like mad to reach 
the start. Once there the question then 
was what pressure was needed, too low 
and we would ground in the ruts in the 
gully and too high and we would lose grip. 
We all managed to clean the section but 
our Marlin was over heating at the top and 
we had to refill the radiator. 
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We then continued down through 
Nailsworth and Stroud to Cats Wood. We 
were now following an X90 whose 
previous trialing was MCC class 0 in a 
Beetle. We were glad that the trial had 
been rerouted to the middle level as the 
normal approach down across a field 
would have been lethal in the very 
slippery conditions. Once we had set our 
tyres we continued down to Sapseds 
Surprise which involves a slight 
downwards drive and then a sharp right 
turn up the slope. Past experience lead 
us to take a wide turn and the marlin 
romped up the shortened slope past 
section ends. Mal, whose engine was 
misfiring and losing oil, and Murray were 
not so lucky.  We then had to return to the 
control and up to Mini Hoskins. Here the 
X90 was stuck and despite lowering their 
tyres they could not even reach the start. 
Once we had negotiated around the car 
we made our attempt and along with most 
people just about made the turn and 
scored 7. Ian and Josh Moss however 
made spectacular climbs to reach 2 and 4 
respectively.  
 
On returning to the cross track/control we 
had to wait as the X90 was extricated. 
We then went on down and round to 
Don’t Blink were we were met by Andrew 
Brown who informed us that all Marlins 
were scoring the same. We headed up 
the track but unfortunately turned too tight 
into the upper section and scored 7 along 
with most other Marlins, Mal however 
excelled here and scored a 4, but later 

retired with one unhappy engine. We 
finally left the wood and headed up King 
Charles Lane and over to Bulls Cross 
were neither restarts caused problems. 
 
Our journey continued up the towards 
Cheltenham and Greenway lane. Here 
we had to wait in a queue and watch the 
cars in front struggle to get into the field 
and across the slope,. Eventually it was 
our turn so with  careful driving , lots of 
throttle and bouncing we eventually got to 
and beyond the restart were we were told 
only 2 class 8 cars had gone before. We 
returned back down the lane and along 
Old Bath Road were we completed the 
special test with a respectable score and 
headed on to Bull Banks (Pete’s Bete 
Noire). We stopped on the restart but did 
not move an inch and along with many 
others including some famous Stroud 
experts scored 6. The trial continued to 
Viaduct which is a great final climb and 
the new restart watched on by a now 
much more relaxed Nigel Moss (Clerk of 
Course) and Gary Browning caused few 
problems.  
 
The finish was not far away and due to 
our muddy clothing we sat outside to 
await Murray who much to Pete’s 
disbelief had cleaned both Greenway 
Lane and Bull Banks. Many thanks to 
Nigel, Emma and their team for 
organising another excellent event in 
somewhat difficult ground conditions. 

The Mechanics 2013 
by Sam Holmes 
 

T his is the second year we have 
competed on the Mechanics 
Trial. A slightly later start time 
than usual meant that, despite 

running number 13 (unlucky for some!), 
we could still have a lie in until 5.00am 

before starting the trek down from Derby. 
We arrived at the start to a misty, drizzly 
day, looking forward to some mud on the 
hills. 
 
Tin Pan Alley. A nice run to the first 
section allowing the car to warm up and 
blowing the cobwebs out. When we 
arrived cars were already backed up to 
the main road and we squeezed on the 
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end, wondering what conditions were 
going to be like; last year’s event was 
relatively dry compared to the current wet 
weather! We watched a trio of X90s 
struggle off the muddy start line and 
grapple for grip on the lower reaches but I 
think all 3 cleaned the hill. Next was the 
magnificent Trojan of John Wilton which 
plodded up resolutely, before it was our 
turn. We attacked the hill with plenty of 
gusto, winding between the overhanging 
trees, and found there was grip beneath 
the mud. Skirting around the sharp 
protruding edges of drains near the top we 
burst through the final mud for a clear – a 
good start. 
 
Alf’s Delight. We were held up on the 
approach track when some vehicles 
struggled with the ruts and we took the 
chance to lower our tires a bit. Finally we 
got to the start and I was pleased to find 
that the tire pressure limits had been 
scrubbed (I can fully understand the need 
for pressure limits but really appreciate 
decisions made on the day that reflect 
conditions) None of the X90s or the Trojan 
made it to the restart line. As we headed 
slowly off the line we struggled to turn 
right, sliding straight on. Eventually there 
came a point of no return and I put the 
boot in, flying up to the Restart line. At the 
drop of the flag I let fly and we started to 
creep off, however we weren’t turning and 
headed straight on before running out of 
grip. The class 8 restart was on a rocky 
step and looked very difficult. I think that 
we would have struggled to clean the hill 
even without a restart. I was a bit 
disappointed to realise that even though 
we got to and off the restart we scored the 
same as those who didn’t even make it 
that far. 
 
Boxwell. This hill is in a beautiful location 
down some wonderful lanes. Water was 
running down the track but with no restart 
for us this section was pretty straight 
forward, before more pleasant lanes to 
exit. 

Wood Lane. The approach to Wood Lane 
was ominous a number of very muddy 
cars returning including a Marlin and the 
class 8 Cannon of Stuart and Keiran 
Bartlett, suggested conditions were very 
different from last year. Again we were 
held up as vehicles struggled to get to the 
start line, hampered by mud and deep 
ruts. The trio of X90s let air out of their 
tires and scrabbled to the line. A Marlin 
and the yellow Escort of Alan Wear ran 
out of ground clearance and had to put air 
in and attack the ruts enthusiastically to 
make it to the start. This section is a very 
muddy, rutted track that follows a gully 
and gets progressively steeper and more 
slippery. Here, some of the cars in front of 
us struggled to get more than a few yards 
from the line, while the Marlin and Escort 
disappeared up the hill, but returned 
shortly. By the time it was our go there 
was quite a queue behind. Being in a 
Beetle the ruts on the approach didn’t 
trouble us and our pressures were low. 
We flew at the hill, perhaps a bit too 
enthusiastically as at one point we nearly 
bounced out of the ruts. Absolutely flat out 
we clawed our way up the hill to the finish 
– brilliant, a clear and a very enjoyable 
blast. Unfortunately fellow Derbian Liam 
Rafferty was stranded at the section ends 
with the bonnet on his DP Cannon off. We 
stopped to see if we could help and lent 
him our spare distributer cap which solved 
his loss of spark.  
 
Sapsed’s Surprise. After being directed 
by some very kind and helpful marshals 
we arrived at this hill, again pleased to find 
that due to the extremely slippery 
conditions the tyre restrictions had been 
lifted. We had a great climb on this hill last 
year and were hopeful that we could get 
the car turned right at the bottom and blast 
up the short, steep climb again. All went to 
plan as I inched down the slope and the 
front began to turn. I put the welly in and 
the car lurched off  - great, I thought, we 
have found some grip. Suddenly the 
engine fluffed however and we stopped 
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well short of the section ends, a bit 
disappointed. As we waited to return we 
watched the Imp of Nigel Weeks blast to a 
good score of 3 or 4. These Imps seem to 
have an awful lot of go and he made a 
great climb.  
 
Mini Hoskins. Here the section began on 
the track before deviating off into the 
woods at 90 degrees, where there was 
quite a hump and the ground very soft. 
We blasted from the start line and up the 
track at full whack, just hoping that we 
would steer around the 90 degree turn. 
We did and swung round to attack the hill 
straight on, but as soon as the back 
wheels left the track and hit the greasy 
bank we were going nowhere. Behind us 
the Imp did exactly the same and I felt 
that despite the high score, we had given 
it our best shot. 
 
Don’t Blink. This section has a sharp left 
hander on a track immediately followed by 
a sharp right hander off the track. We 
eased up to the first corner and began 
around it. We were not turning and I was 
inching and slipping the clutch, slowly the 
front began to come around, brushing the 
bank opposite. That was the easy bit 
done, the right hand turn led up a very 
slippery, muddy gulley complete with tree 
roots. We rounded the first corner and it 
was time for some momentum, however 
as we had run so wide our line was 
terrible and as soon as the front hit the 
right hand corner it cocked a rear wheel 
and that was it. Dad tried some valiant 
bouncing but we were going nowhere, 
and under the watchful eye of Gary 
Browning (taking a break from 
campaigning his well-presented class 6 
Beetle) spun around and returned. I felt a 
bit dispirited by our attempt here, thinking 
that we probably lost a fair few marks and 
could have done better. 
 
King Charles Lane. Despite pressure 
restrictions and a restart there were no 
problems here. Just before the restart line 

a couple of huge rock steps threw the car 
around and added to the collection of 
dents in the wheel rims. I carefully chose 
my place to stop, on top of a step, and 
drove off without drama. However, the 
restart looked as though it could be nasty 
if you stopped in the wrong place. 
 
Bulls Cross. I had no memory of this lane 
until I arrived, when it all came flooding 
back. A Dutton was parked at the bottom, 
retired due to transmission failure I think. 
Off the start line we had no problems 
although there didn’t feel to be very much 
grip on the greasy stones as I eased away 
from the restart. 
 
Greenway. There was only one section 
here that started on the track and headed 
up the long grassy hillside, the second 
one cancelled as the field was 
impassable. Here I was under the 
watchful eyes of regular class mates 
Nicola Butcher and John White – I was 
determined to put on a good show. With 
tire restrictions lifted we went as low as 
we dared and headed up off the track. 
Rounding onto the field I went all out and 
for a few meters there was grip and we 
made good progress up the field. Then, 
about 2 meters short of the 7 marker, the 
grip just disappeared and we floundered. 
No amount of revving or bouncing or 
sawing at the wheel was going to get us 
going, there was just nothing under the 
mud to grip on. We then watched Liam in 
his Cannon attempt the hill. Despite also 
having free tires, he too struggled for grip 
at the same place as us and it was only 
with much rocking and valve bounce that 
he managed to continue inching past the 
7 marker, before eventually being able to 
back off and find grip.  
 
Bull Banks. I struggle with this hill. In the 
past few years I have failed the restart on 
the Cotswold Clouds, only to do ok on the 
Mechanics. This time the restart was in 
exactly the same place as on the Clouds 
(when I only got off after much bouncing, 
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rocking and probable roll back and was 
quite fairly given a fail) and it was with 
much trepidation that we approached. I 
chose my space as carefully as I could 
and off we went. We moved a few feet 
then the grip went and I had to go for the 
‘flat out’ technique. We inched onwards, I 
kept trying to back off but there was no 
grip to catch until we were well up the hill. 
We only just made it and I really have no 
idea of the best way to go at this hill. 
 
Viaduct. This hill was a lot wetter than 
last year. Being the last hill we took no 
prisoners and flew up with low tyres, 
finishing an enjoyable event. At the top we 
stopped to watch Liam but he didn’t 
appear. He had been having more 
electrical problems, this time starting, and 
we set off down the hill to see if we could 
help. Just as we got the bottom he flew up 
to the restart line and then pulled away 
without too much drama, a great and 
picturesque end to the trial. 

We wended our way to the finish venue, 
signed off and that was that. This year we 
found the Mechanics was a very tough 
trial, partly due to the very wet conditions. 
We certainly scored a lot of points and 
can only hope that others also found it 
tough. However I think the organisers did 
a great job and made some sensible 
decisions regarding restarts and tire 
pressures that allowed the trial to run 
smoothly and allowed competitors to have 
a good days sport. I enjoyed the muddy 
blasts and, on the woodland sections, 
success continues to elude me, making 
me determined to do better next year! 
With the constant need for marshals to 
support events, it was also refreshing to 
see so many who usually compete doing 
their bit to help out. Well done and thank 
you to all involved in the organising and 
running of this event. 

The Mechanics 9th March 2013 
(or how we came to explore the 
Gloucestershire mud!) 

by Mike Webster 
 

F or some years, we have 
campaigned an NSU Sport Prinz 
with reasonable success in MCC 
Classic Trials, class 0. What has 

become apparent is that class 0 has 
become tougher and rougher in recent 
years and whilst we do not object to this 
evolution (it simply reflects the continuous 
development of 0 class competitors 
vehicles), our little Sport Prinz has been 
taking considerable punishment largely 
due to the limited ground clearance (swing 
rear axles limit how much one can raise 
the car) resulting in beaching on deeply 
rutted tracks and severe pummelling on 
rocky sections. Whilst the car has 
performed well, we decided it was time to 

find an alternative with more plentiful 
spares availability and the potential for 
greater ground clearance.  
 
Rear wheel drive was considered a must 
and due to advancing years, we ruled out 
the options of leaky, open cars without a 
decent heater. The choices seemed pretty 
limited as the pension sadly requires that 
we trial on a budget so a Mazda MX5 that 
had already had some trials mods 
seemed a reasonable choice. The fact 
that the car had expired on the 2012 Allen 
Trial and 2013 Exeter Trial suggested we 
needed to do some preventative 
maintenance if we were to achieve the 
reliability we have enjoyed with the NSU. 
 
Having prepared the new car for the 
Lands End Trial at Easter, we decided it 
might be prudent to “shakedown” the new 
car on a one day trial and selected the 
Mechanics to see what issues emerged 
when used aggressively. 
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So, after a very wet Friday, we left home 
at 5am Saturday morning to head for 
Stonehouse and scrutineering in time for 
our start time of 9-21am. We were 
accompanied by MCC class 0 friends, 
Malcolm Norman, John Guy and Richard 
Crew (plus respective navigators) in a 
Marlin, Toyota MR2 and Suzuki X90 
respectively. The Mechanics was also 
Richard’s first outing in the X90 as up to 
now, he has campaigned a VW Beetle. As 
class 0 trialists, we expected a tough trial, 
and we found it! 
 
As we queued for section 1, “Tin Pan 
Alley”, we were dismayed to see Colin 
Seaward in his X90 fail and reverse down 
the very muddy section. This did not bode 
well as clearly the X90 had much larger 
wheels and greater ground clearance than 
our MX5. Despite this, we gunned the 
Mazda through the section and just 
managed to keep it going out of the track 
above (seemingly as difficult as the 
section itself). One section cleaned (much 
to our surprise). 
 
On to section 2, “Alf’s Delight”, - but not 
ours. It was difficult to get to the start, not 
helped by cars that could not reach it, 
trying to come back down the same 
narrow muddy track. Whilst waiting behind 
a Marlin, (that was letting tyres down at 
the start), the driver of the car behind us 
asked the Marlin driver twice, what he 
was letting his tyres down to? I was 
astounded that the Marlin driver just 
ignored him completely. I had never seen 
this before as I have always witnessed 
extreme courtesy and friendliness in MCC 
trials. Clearly some competitors take the 
Mechanics very seriously indeed and wish 
to keep pressures very secret! OK, but 
surely a courteous response that he did 
not wish to reveal it was the least one 
should expect?  
 
We found the section very boggy and we 
only managed a 6 (along with all other 
class 5 and 6 cars). Getting out of the 

section was only achieved by some heroic 
marshals pushing us and getting 
somewhat muddy for their kindness. 
Thanks guys and sorry that the wheel-
spin made your assistance a very dirty 
task. 
 
The silent Marlin driver and another one 
just ahead of him then did something else 
we have never experienced over the last 
8 years of classic trialling. They blocked 
the tracks to sections whilst they let tyres 
down and then did the same to re-inflate 
after each section. We have always found 
on MCC trials, that cars always find a spot 
to adjust pressures that does not impede 
others. We were not adjusting pressures 
at each section so had to sit and wait for 5 
minutes at the start and 5 minutes at the 
end of each section whereas we could 
have been clear and gone so reducing the 
delays for all. After 3 such sections 
(meaning a totally unnecessary 30 
minutes stationary, (with no one in the 
respective sections), I politely asked the 
driver of the car in front if, after leaving the 
next section, he and the car in front of him 
could perhaps let us past, so we were not 
further repeatedly delayed. To his credit, 
this he did, but the one in front of him did 
not, so it was still a problem which we 
eventually solved by passing him on a 
public road at a pace we normally do not 
wish to travel at. Don’t get me wrong, we 
were not in a desperate hurry but in the 
interests of all competitors, it pays not to 
have empty sections with big unnecessary 
queues in and out of them. Maybe 
because we are used to hundreds of 
competitors in MCC, rather than 60 as in 
the Mechanics, MCC trials drivers have 
simply applied common sense courtesy? I 
do not think either driver was being 
deliberately obstructive, they just seemed 
in their own little world and devoid of any 
thought for others? 
 
Section 3 “Boxwell” was a short rocky 
section and gave us another clean but it 
all went wrong again on section 4, “Hobbs 
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Choice”, when we restarted and the rear 
of the Mazda side swiped the restart box 
marker as we set off up the second part of 
the section so gaining a 6. Put that down 
to pilot error! Two of our friends, Richard 
Crew with his X90 and Malcolm Norman 
in the Marlin cleaned this section whilst 
the MR2 gained a 6 also. I note that the 
X90 of Colin Seaward retired at this point 
(the first retiree, though we do not know 
the reason) 
 
Getting to the start of section 5, “Wood 
Lane” was a challenge for most and we 
queued for a long time whilst cars made 
repeated futile charges across a deeply 
muddy field in an attempt to get to the 
start. Immediately in front of us was the 
Hillman Imp of Nigel Weeks who had at 
least 6 attempts to traverse the field 
before finally giving up. The Imp simply 
did not have sufficient ground clearance 
and kept beaching in the deep muddy ruts 
(getting deeper with each attempt). We 
managed the field to the section start by 
charging at it and with the motor bouncing 
off the rev limiter (just under 8000 revs) 
but could not even get off the start line of 
the actual section! Whilst our friends all 
made it to the start, only John Guy in the 
MR2 and Richard Crew in the X90 
progressed some way into the section, 
both scoring 3 against our 6. 
 
On we went into Catswood where the 
conditions ensured many people were 
struggling. Just getting to the sections 
starts was a challenge. Section 6, 
“Sapseds Surprise” gave us a 5 and we 
struggled to get to the start of Section 7, 
“Mini Hoskins”. We made it with a small 
push from the competitor behind. One of 
our friends retired at this point, The MR2 
suddenly blew a vast cloud of smoke out 
looking like the motor had blown up. (It 
subsequently was determined that there 
was too much oil in the motor and the 
steep hill with very high revs caused the 
problem. The motor happily now seems 
fine. 

We only managed a 10 at “Mini Hoskins” 
and then struggled again to leave the 
section heading for section 8, “Don’t 
Blink”. Here we scored a 9 before heading 
down a very rough and narrow track out 
of Catswood. Whilst negotiating the rough 
track (and with the rocks pounding the 
floor pan, we experienced a harsh 
grinding noise and a snatching at the rear 
of the car. When we left the wood, we 
elected to turn onto the public road rather 
than risk going up the next track to 
section 10 (section 9 had already been 
cancelled). It was just as well for after a 
short distance, the nearside rear wheel 
locked then released. We thought we had 
broken a drive shaft CV so retired from 
the trial and called for recovery.  
 
We subsequently learned that Richard 
Crew had retired at the same point (with a 
broken exhaust) whilst there were 4 more 
retirees on the next two sections (reasons 
unknown). Our recovery from the outskirts 
of Stroud was a lengthy affair as we 
called for assistance at 14-15 and a truck 
arrived some 90 minutes later. Some 
miscommunication between our recovery 
service and the recovery company meant 
the truck was expecting a local collection/
delivery and was unable to take us home 
so off it went again. Another truck was 
arranged and arrived another 50 minutes 
later. He was only able to take us to 
Membury Services where we were 
relayed on another truck to home. The 
new driver was too busy talking and 
missed the required A34 exit off the M4 
which then meant we went all the way to 
Reading and then back down to 
Basingstoke and the M3. It was 20-00 
when we finally arrived home. 
 
Despite the breakdown, we deem the 
event a success for us. We proved that 
the mods we have done have improved 
the cars trials ability and feel it will be a 
reasonably capable class 0 car (our 
objective). It showed up 3 car 
weaknesses. The alternator drive belt 
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started squealing, A heater duct detached 
itself under the dash, and what we 
thought was a driveshaft problem, turned 
out to be a loose brake calliper, one bolt 
was missing entirely and the other one 
was loose (and no, we had not been near 
the calliper so we had not left it loose, a 
previous owner presumably had been 
there?) All three issues were easily fixed 
and whilst we were doing this, we 
changed the power steering belt, cam belt 
and alternator belt. Just as well as the 
alternator belt was breaking up and the 
cam belt was somewhat stretched (the 
motor showing no sign that the cam belt 
had ever been changed in 96,000 miles). 
We feel lucky that the rev limiter thrashing 
had not broken or jumped the cam belt, 
possibly totally wrecked the motor (they 
are due to be changed at 60,000 miles!) 
 
So, to summarize, The trial organization 
was good, the trial itself met our 
requirements entirely, identifying car 
capability, items for rectification/
preventative maintenance and we now 
hopefully have a car that will continue to 
give us reliable pleasure on our future 
class 0 events. So, a pretty good day, on 
the whole! The only regret is that we did 
not delve into the deep mud in the rear 

wheel arches at Stroud to find a loose 
calliper, had we done so, we could have 
tightened the one bolt and driven carefully 
home, so saving 3 to 4 hours delay in 
getting home via recovery. 
 
Will we do it again?, doubtful, as we 
prefer the  slightly less destructive class 
0, but that is not a criticism of the 
excellent event staged by Stroud  & DMC 
whose administrators are extremely 
helpful and welcoming. We may have 
struggled but in general, we still enjoyed 
ourselves. Seeing the full results, 
(impressively just one day after the trial) 
we can see that better competitors and 
cars than us/ours, can clean most of the 
sections or lose few marks on the ones 
they cannot clean. That suggests the trial 
is a good one, properly set and the 
sections are generally possible, it is 
simply the less demanding level at which 
we enjoy trialling that renders it less than 
an ideal trial for us. Don’t let that deter 
you though! 
 
In ending our thoughts, we would like to 
thank all the organising team and 
marshals for their cheerful hard work so 
we and all other competitors can enjoy 
the event 

Torbay Trial 2013 
by Claire Haskins 

 

W hat a start to the day - I left 
home at 6.30am with the 
bike on the trailer for the first 
time on my own, Dad 

(Buster) having man flu, to journey in 
sleet and snow. Luckily the snow was not 
settling on the ground, though a few cars 
and trucks had a covering on their entry 
to the car park. All sorted for the start and 
putting on helmet when I was raised by 
shouts of "come in number 8", I hadn't 
signed on! 
 

With my escort, Ian Myers in tow we did 
make the start. Riding up to Haldon 
Woods where there was a very real 
covering of snow and a plummeting 
temperature and grey sky, I started to 
think I should have stayed at home in the 
warm just like my Dad. 
 
As we were early on in the entry list I 
didn't get to see too many other riders 
attempting the sections; though in the 
second I did see the aftermath of Ian's 
attempt at bog snorkelling; I think I may 
have inadvertently created the right 
conditions for the bog, having got stuck in 
some fairly think, gluey and heavy mud 



19 

just at the first corner of section 2, by the 
number 10 marker, which is as far as I 
managed to travel in this section. I 
became ensnared in the mud and even 
when a plucky marshal came to my aid 
and we got the bike moving, I was nearly 
dragged off the bike as my left foot was 
still glued in the gloop. I found the stream 
just after the section before the road to try 
to wash the mud off when I realised that 
Ian, having gone around the section at 
least as far as the number 2 marker, on 
returning to the road had gone shoulder 
first into the pit I'd caused, his front wheel 
plummeting into the mud and coming to 
an immediate stop. After several minutes 
he appeared with only one quarter of his 
body clear of mud, now having mud cakes 
for hands we laughed a lot and continued 
on. I did see the guy on the big BMW 
making a hasty retreat from the section 
begins, probably the best idea he'd had all 
day. I do not know how many others were 
caught out by the mud corner, I'm sure 
most will have escaped by being able to 
ride around the corner and marshals 
frantically waving for them to avoid the 
hole. 
 
So on to the next section at Gale farm, 
this I remembered from a previous year’s 
trial, where I'd managed to get to the top 
but then scared myself coming down. So I 
wasn't keen on getting to the top; when 
we arrived the class A bikes were ready 
to go and looking at them it appeared 
slippery, Ian made a fair attempt but the 
Beta Alp doesn't really like mud and 
power combined so he didn't get to the 
top. My go, again I was aiming for a 10, I 
could ride up and around the marker 
without careering off down the hill, or so I 
thought, I'm not sure that I made it out of 
the 12. It turned out to be a very short 
climb for me, luckily Dad wasn't there to 
tell me off for failing to be committed 
enough. 
 

So with relief we hit Baddaford Lane, and 
I sailed up there no probs! I love lanes 
where there are no restarts! 
 
Now the cold really began to chill us 
down, the uplands of Dartmoor were 
white with snow , showing us such 
wonderful views it really looked like a 
postcard, but the air coming down to us 
was cold, I wonder if that's why I was so 
rubbish in the woods sections of Number 
6 & 7, there has to be some excuse. 
 
I know I was in first gear when I thought I 
was in second, but I made it off the line at 
section 6, but I just couldn't get traction 
and forward motion, though possibly a 
few more yards than a few riders of the 
Beta Alps who didn't manage to get off 
the line. Now I was sure I'd do better in 
section 7 as I'd realised my gearing 
mistake. But no disaster struck again, I 
followed Ian into the section, he'd not 
really got traction again, and I pulled off 
and aimed to go around the tree on the 
left, but the bike had different ideas, as it 
started slipping back wheel first sideways 
into the tree on the right! So now I was in 
feeling a little bit fed up!! Dave, and Andy 
Craddock, Ringo and a multitude of 
others were encouraging me as usual, I 
still wonder how these boys make almost 
every section look so easy. 
 
Ian and I had a catch up and I decided 
that he was the route of my problems , I 
was following his lead and it wasn't 
helping me - - So at Simms I went first, 
boldly round the corner to the lower re-
start board and I'm fairly sure I cleaned 
this, yep my plan was working . . From the 
bottom of this hill, when you first go 
around the corner its quite daunting, I'd 
forgotten what it was like until I got there, 
so I was very pleased with myself. 
 
Well on to Tipley, my confidence high I 
set off, now the second re-start to stop at, 
but I was enjoying riding the lane, not 
really understanding the re-start flags, 
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thinking there were more than one, oh no 
STOP. Well I did stop, I think on the 
correct place, when friends hiding on the 
side of the section cheered me on - but to 
no avail, that slight lack of concentration 
and I was done for, a wheel spin and I'd 
slipped off to the side, never mind, I 
enjoyed the section and made it to the 
end fine, hopefully the camera man at the 
top got a good shot of me. 
 
We managed to get a chin wag in when 
we stopped at Mole Valley lunch stop - 
everyone seemed to be having a good 
day out, even if the sections were a little 
slippery, many people wanted to know 
where Buster was, its so unusual for him 
not to make a trial. Slight drizzle starting 
now so everyone keen to make a start. 
 
The next four sections all in one place, 
chilled we arrived in the lane and were 
soon to warm up with some nice sections 
that many riders navigated with ease, I 
managed to get up Annies steep, my kind 
of section, not too much wiggling around 
trees and no rocks, some good grip up 
there. Andy Craddock now having a few 
tinkering moments with his BSA, he'd 
tightened the chain back at the lunch 
stop, and maybe had overdone it? 
 
Cod Wood section had a restart for some, 
Dave Craddock negotiated this cleanly, 
but when I got to that point, I thought I'd 
lost the bike on the corner, I was in too 
tight, but I managed to put some power 
on and make it round, with a shout to 
push myself on. (Sorry observers) The 
timed test was fun, I blasted, well for me, 
up and round the corner stopping quickly 
then panicking that I'd actually stopped 
before the line, the observer laughed at 
me and waved me on. 
 
The last section in the woods, was the 
only one I didn't like from memory, so I 
was exhilarated when I made it to the top, 
only to find out that I'd missed a marker, 
Ian came next, keeping to my plan, and 

he said he'd gone round the wiggly bit, 
I'm not sure where I went, but the fact 
that I made it over several greasy tree 
roots and out the top was good enough 
for me, don't they say "points make 
prizes"? 
 
Just along the road to the next 2 sections, 
just after the grit bin, not before as route 
card suggested, I wasn't sure from 
looking at it that I would make it up to the 
top, I was getting a little tired now and it 
looks so steep from the bottom, but 
though I had to force me and the bike, I 
may have been in the wrong gear (again), 
we made it to the top. Moving on to 
Wooston Steep, I can't remember making 
it to the top here before, but I do think I'd 
done the same before, that is take the 
easy route! One other rider had done this 
in front of me, whether he meant to go 
that way or got confused by the marking I 
don't know - maybe next year I will do the 
hard route. 
 
On the homeward leg now - so the sun 
came out, we arrived at Kingswell Lane 
and waited a while so the marshals could 
sort out changes, several riders in front of 
me, they all took their time, i arrived at the 
start line ready for the greasy run, I 
thought I was doing OK managing to 
keep upright, made it round the left hand 
corner and then disaster struck me again, 
a squirmy back end resulted in wheels in 
separate ruts, so I was completely done 
for, I struggled for a while with unstable 
legs in the mud, poor Steve the observer 
came to assist we ended up in a huge 
hole, I guess dug by a previous 
competitor, but with much pushing, 
shoving and groaning we managed to 
turn a 180 and I headed back to the start 
of the section, I'm sure I was only the 
second rider to do this! The queue that I'd 
caused were still in good spirits and all 
wanted an update of conditions ahead, I 
told them to give it a blast and they'd be 
fine. 
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Back around the corner to the other 
Kingswell section, this again I 
remembered had a huge mud pit, I 
slithered towards the hole, but powered on 
and made it out and around the corner of 
the section before squirming again, but on 
having a dab I felt really pleased. 
 
The remaining section in this trio always is 
different, little mud and a glassy grassy 
hill, the lady observer starting this section 
didn't think I was having so much fun, I 
now couldn't see my feet and I wasn't sure 
how I'd picked up so much mud, I made it 
into the gateway and then as I pulled back 
the throttle I found that I was pirouetting 
and somersaulting, I laughed out loud and 
was cheered on by the lovely man who 
was observing who told me that I was the 
best entertainment of the day!! I made it to 
the top of the hill and was met by Ian, he 
also looking fairly muddy and having had 
a struggle to complete the sections. 
 
On to the last , it now seemed a shame to 
be finishing as the sun was out and it 
really had been a great day, but I ended 
up wishing I hadn't tried this innocent 
looking section, a little ride along the edge 
of the field, I'm fairly sure I took the wrong 
rut, I tried to get into the middle but this 
only lasted a short stretch, I was back in 
the side rut close to the hedge, battered 
by the brambles and sticks I found the 
stinkiest mud ever, the only bonus was 
that it wasn't an early section in the day as 
I'm sure no one would've spoken to me if 
I'd smelt like that. 
 
A fine afternoon back at Kennford, putting 
the bike on the trailer in the sun, thanks to 
the observers and event organisers and 
as always to those people who have 
assisted me throughout the event; it really 
was a good day out, and as for me the 
saying does go "better to have tried and 
failed than never to have tried at all" and 
I'm glad I did give it a try. 
 
 

 
A Yorkshire Trial Anthem 
by Carl Talbot 
 
Wheear 'ast tha bin sin' ah saw thee, ah 
saw thee? 
 
       On lkla Mooar baht 'at 
Wheear 'ast tha bin sin' ah saw thee, ah 
saw thee? 
 
Wheear 'ast tha bin sin' ah saw thee? 
       On lkla Mooar baht 'at 
       On lkla Mooar baht 'at 
       On lkla Mooar baht 'at 
 
Tha's been a scoourtin many lanes 
       On lkla Mooar baht 'at 
 
Tha's bahn' t'catch thi deeath o'cowd 
       On lkla Mooar baht 'at 
 
Then us'll ha' to bury thee 
        On lkla Mooar baht 'at 
 
Then t'Wasps'll come an' eyt thee oop 
        On lkla Mooar baht 'at 
 
Then t'Trolls'll come an' eyt oop t'Wasps 
        On lkla Mooar baht 'at 
 
Then us'll go an' eyt oop t'Trolls 
         On lkla Mooar baht 'at 
 
Then us'll  ha' betten thee 
        On lkla Mooar baht 'at 
 
That's wheear we get us oahn back 
        On lkla Mooar baht 'at 
 
 
(Based on the original Yorkshire song—
see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
On_Ilkla_Moor_Baht_'at) 
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The 2013 Land’s End Trial 
by Andy Petherick 
 

A fter several years of competing 
in MCC trials on my Kawasaki 
outfit with Anita, I decided the 
time had come to try my luck on 

a solo. I would be accompanying Xanthia 
on her DT50 and we would ride as a team 
with Neil and Laura Browne on their Wasp 
outfit. Watch out world, here come the 
Kirton Krackers! 
 
The question was what bike to use? 
We've got a Beta Alp and a DRZ 400, so 
which to use, well in the end neither, the 
seat on the DRZ would bring tears to your 
eyes after 100 miles and the Beta Alp is 
simply too good. What I needed, of 
course,  was another bike and with luck a 
project to keep me from under Anita's feet 
during the winter. Back in the summer I 
had a ride in Rick Howell's Bantam and it 
started me thinking along the lines of a 
Brit bike. I'd not owned a Brit bike for 
about 30 years and looking through, 
whatever the opposite of rose tinted specs 
is, I remembered my first proper bike was 
a BSA C15, although we had a slightly 
troubled relationship I decided the thing to 
have would be its bigger brother, the 
350cc B40. 
 
In the end a eBay came up trumps and I 
bought a C15 with a sweet sounding  ex 
WDB40 engine, complete with suitable 
wheels, forks and a pretty little alloy tank 
for not too much money. The bike had 
been a trials bike all its life and so didn't 
have a battery or lights, had never been 
registered and was slightly scruffy - 
perfect. 
 
I spent the next few months in the garage 
sorting the bike out, I managed to get the 
bike MOT’d and registered before I went 
back to work after Christmas and then I 
just had to get it ready for the Lands End 
at Easter. I rode the bike to work for a 

week or so and despite a slightly 
unhealthy appetite for SAE 30 and 
unleaded I figured we'd be good to go. A 
week before the trial, after being unable to 
get the points and timing to stay where I 
put them, I broke out the credit card and 
got an electronic ignition kit and a new 
carb - much better and now quite 
economical too.  A trip up some of our 
local green lanes and I thought the bike 
felt really good. All I had to do is 
remember which foot does what and not 
do anything stupid. So the night before the 
trial I see a slight oil leak from the rocker 
spindles, give it a tweak and strip the 
thread! doh! Frantic phone call to my mate 
Chris gives me not only a couple of new 
dome nuts but also some useful advice - 
fit these nuts, if it leaks ignore it, do not 
touch the bike again!! 
 
In the mean time I had a bit of prep work 
to do on Xanthia's DT50, get an MOT, a 
new chain and some proper trials tyres 
and we were ready for the off. 
 
I had a couple of concerns, would the bike 
break down, would the weather be ok and 
would I remember I was on a Brit bike in 
the middle of the night! I knew Xanthia 
would be ok, she's a great rider and has 
been practising not going to bed since she 
was about 13 years old! 
 
We met up with Neil and Laura at the start 
and before we knew it we were on the 
road, Xanthia leading and me trying to 
keep up on the BSA. We made it to 
Crediton and when we filled up and 
discovered the B40 was using less fuel 
than Xanthia's 50. We didn't see Neil and 
Laura until the extended queue for the 
regularity test at Haske. I'd fitted my GPS 
system to the B40 and planned on using it 
as a stopwatch for the regularity test, 
slight problem, the vibration was killing the 
LCD screen. As Neil put it ' this modern 
technology is no match good old British 
engineering!'  So off I went 'Kangaroo one, 
Kangaroo two ..... hell where was I, 
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Kangaroo forty nine etc!'  Onwards to 
Bridgewater, no problems, the BSA just 
plodded away at a steady 40mph. 
 
Quick break and a look over the bikes, we 
changed the front sprocket on Xanthia's to 
give her lowered gearing for the sections 
and I topped up the engine oil on the B40. 
Had a quick chat with Andy Craddock, he 
was running a B40 too, he was even more 
concerned about his oil consumption than 
me and decided to retire before his 
engine reverted to its component parts 
somewhere on Exmoor. 
 
First section, Felons Oak, no problem, a 
lot smoother than on a sidecar where you 
can't really choose a line, I felt a lot 
happier now with the first section under 
my belt. Xanthia and the Browne's were 
clean too. 
 
The special test at Crook Horn Hill went 
well, I'd decided the best plan was to not 
go too fast but to stop just past the 
second line, then I wouldn't need to come 
back too far before setting off again. 
 
Then came my favourite part of the Lands 
End, the run over Exmoor at night, it's 
such a fantastic feeling being out there 
alone, it always amazes me how we all 
set off at 1 minute intervals and yet often 
don't see another soul for miles at a time - 
magic. 
 
We saw Jonathan Laver at County Gate 
and I was able to introduce him to 
Xanthia. The day before we set off she 
received a special award for her climb of 
Simms on her DT50 and a copy of the 
speech Jonathan gave at the Exeter 
dinner, to say she was pleased would 
have been an understatement. 
 
On to a welcome break at Barbrook and 
catch up with some friends, the social 
side of these trials is something Anita and 
I have always enjoyed. Beggars Roost 
could very easily have gone wrong for us, 

fortunately we managed to watch a few 
riders not get off the line very well, so we 
knew where to put the bikes for a good 
start. At the top we waited for the 
Browne's, after several riders came up 
and no sign or news we decided to press 
on. We later discovered Neil had 
problems keeping his carbs on and they 
eventually retired at Wilsey Down. 
Despite this Neil and Laura enjoyed 
themselves and we look forward to riding 
together again. 
 
Onwards to a new section, Hangman's 
Hill. I've only ever ridden down this hill 
before, when I've been trail riding, so it 
held no surprises for me, or most of the 
rest of the field, judging by the results. 
A quick stop at Roundswell, more oil for 
the BSA and on to Cutliffe Lane where the 
BSA stormed up, we went round the 
corner, put it into second and let her 'ave 
it, felt really good. Met at the top by a 
rather glum Xanthia, the DT50 had run 
out of puff near the 'A' boards. Two more 
teeth on the rear sprocket for next year 
and she'll be good! 
 
Near Bradworthy we came across Simon 
Ward and Nick Green, an oil pipe had 
come adrift on their Commando engined 
outfit, Simon hitched a ride on the back of 
a large Aprilia and was off to Wicketts to 
buy some oil. 
 
Sutcombe went well too, I tried the same 
approach as on Cutliffe and was greeted 
at the top by Peter, the guy who sold me 
the BSA, he was really pleased to see the 
bike in action. I've always enjoyed  the 
break at Sutcombe, an oasis of civility 
during the madness of an overnight trial - 
thank you Ladies. Into Wickets for fuel 
and some SAE 30 for the B40. 
 
Daracott, we tipped the sidecar over here 
on last year's Lands End, breaking Anita's 
arm. It happened near the restart box, so I 
was little apprehensive as I lined up at the 
Section Begins sign. I needn't have 
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worried, Roger Ugalde and his team had 
put in lots of concrete in and all went well. 
Crackington was dry for a change. The 
first time we came here was as 
spectators, Xanthia was a toddler and 
dropped her bottle on the track near the 
restart box (sorry Xanth!! ) 
 
Wilsey Down, managed to get 10 minutes 
shut eye, which was good, a spot of tea 
and toast and we were good to go. 
 
Warleggan went well for me, unfortunately 
Xanthia got a bit offline and ended up in 
the hedge.  
 
Ladyvale was straightforward  and onto 
Hoskins where it all went a bit wrong, I 
came up to the restart box and tried to 
hold the bike with the gear lever, oops! 
held it on the clutch ok but managed to 
spin the rear wheel and had to push off, 
extremely untidy and fairly, I think, given a 
fail. Xanthia managed to get cleanly off 
the higher restart box - good girl!! 
 
Bishops Path was fun, checked to make 
sure I put in a better time than Xanthia. 
 

Bishops Wood, double checked which foot 
I was going to use at the restart this time 
and even managed to get the wheels off 
the ground over the hump, yee hah!! 
Another clean for Xanthia too. 
 
Down to Bluehills, it's always quite 
emotional coming down and seeing 
Bluehills in all its glory, I felt quite sad to 
see the devastation the fire had caused. 
Double checked the instructions for 
Bluehills, it would be extremely silly to 
lose an award for not looking at the 
roadbook. I kept out of the water on 
Bluehills 1 and took it easy on Bluehills 2, 
Xanthia and I managed to clean both 
sections,  so we were both really excited 
when we met Anita at the top. 
 
All we had to do now was ride to the 
finish, sign off, enjoy a pint and swap tall 
stories, I'm sure I was at least six feet in 
the air at Bishops Wood!!  
 
The results show Xanthia was awarded a 
Bronze and I took a Silver off the club. 
The BSA, I think, will be a keeper and 
Xanthia has vowed to keep trying  with the 
DT50 until she gets a Gold. 

The 2013 Land’s End Trial 
A few remarks from the 
passenger seat of a Dellow, by 
Ruth Ross 
 

T here are a few choice phrases 
that pass through your mind on 
the way to the start of the Land’s 
End each year; what am I doing 

this for? Aren’t we getting too old for this? 
God isn’t it cold, What about a car with a 
lid? Those Suzuki X whatevers look nice 
and cozy, no No NO. Having dispensed 
with these preliminaries we settled down 
and headed for Bridgwater, after all, it 
wasn’t raining, it was quite nice really. 
 

The journey to Bridgwater was spent 
musing how to make a wind deflector for 
the Dellow to save my left arm from 
freezing solid. As a temporary measure I 
ended up duct taping some pieces of 
cardboard to my sleeve. 
 
We enjoyed the new route from 
Bridgwater to Felons Oak along the coast 
road and arrived on time for a change. 
Another plus point at Felons Oak was not 
losing all my paperwork out of the car as 
the Mk 2 has twice previously lozenged 
over a bump and opened the door. 
 
Driving over Exmoor was quite surreal 
with the moonlit snow glistening from 
along the banks. It had to be at least 
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minus five but the cardboard arm was 
holding up well. Less happy was the 
supercharger, and the engine, despite 
the radiator muff, was also suffering a bit, 
pinking away, Steve even resorted to the 
choke to keep it running at times. 
 
Barbrook time control was a sociable 
stop. We had some warming soup to be 
different, on a night when it’s possible to 
have more full English breakfasts than 
we’d have in a month. The cakes looked 
great as well and the toilets were 
magnificent! 
 
Next was Beggars Roost. The loose 
surface at the start seemed to be causing 
problems so we chose our start point 
very carefully and reached the top. On 
our route to the next hill an inexplicable 
detour gave us the opportunity to admire 
an abandoned Sprite caravan before 
returning to the main road and on to join 
the end of a whopping great queue for 
Hangman’s Hill. 
 
On via Roundswell holding to Cutliffe 
lane. This nice long stretch of smooth 
road usually gives me an opportunity to 
have a bit of a snooze but we were such 
a late number this time that it was well 
and truly daylight and I was a bit past it. 
Cutliffe lane itself seemed to be 
exceptionally rough this year, probably 
the lack of rain made it very hard. 
 
Next was Sutcombe and on along some 
rough forest tracks to the Gooseham 
holding area and Darracott. Here Steve 
chose a bad position on the stop/restart 
but we got away with it.  Sadly the 
Widemouth bay holding was all too brief 
for Steve who had been looking forward 
to enjoying the view of the lady surfers in 
action, but it was crack on to Crackington 
which this year was unpleasantly dry as 
opposed to unpleasantly slurried.  
 
Our first fail was at Warleggan, boo. 
Given the dry conditions it was 

surprisingly slippery and we came 
unstuck on the stop/restart yet again. 
Things started to go downhill for us from 
then on. Despite our best efforts the rut 
on the right hand side of the stop/restart 
at  Hoskins claimed us as victim. This is 
where the UJ broke as the subsequent 
vibration confirmed.  
 
The next challenge was the closure of 
the A30 at Bodmin due to an accident, 
the queue of diverted traffic gave us time 
to consider a contingency plan. Being so 
late in the running order placed us in a 
dilemma - do we make it to Bishops 
Wood and risk being too late for the 
grand finale of Bluehills which was so 
cruelly denied us a few years ago due to 
a failed rotor arm (yes, the spare one 
failed too!) It was a no brainer for me. I 
navigated straight to St Agnes. 
 
Well, Blue Hills 1. started ok – round the 
bend, then the stop/restart was like trying 
to climb up sheet ice. No way José.  Blue 
Hills 2. on the other hand was a 
tremendously bouncy climb, great for 
spectators. Not perhaps as fierce as 
Crackington - but hey, we’d been driving 
for hours. We’d got to the end, the car 
was still intact (almost) and family were 
there to greet us. Whoopee! 
 
PS Despite the broken UJ and a gearbox 
leak which reduced us to about 150miles/
pint of gear oil, the car got us back to 
Wiltshire. 

30 

Land’s End 2013: On a Baker’s 
Dozen – Plus One More? 
by Richard Andrews 
 

T his was actually my 17th time of 
competing my Dellow in the 
MCC’s biggest classic trial (my 
first was in 1972) and my 

favourite of all trials, though the persistent 
cold weather before the event did try the 
enthusiasm of my crewman Vic Lockley 
and myself. After completing all the usual 
pre-trial maintenance on the Dellow, 
including changing the diff (why? don’t 
ask) and packing all the spares that I 
always take, along with the 1960s plastic 
mock leopard skin (nice) overnight cases, 
it was time for a hearty early evening 
meal, then into bed for a few hours rest 
before leaving Ross at 10 p.m. on Good 
Friday. By then the bikers on the trial had 
left on the road from as early as 5 p.m. A 
pleasant run down to our class 0 Start at 
Bridgewater with the hood up, which 
stayed up till dawn. Here it was good to 
meet up with friends like Dudley Sterry 
and Eric Wall, two of the most 
experienced competitors on the trials 
scene. Dudley’s first Lands End in 1965 
was in the very MG J-type he drives now 
and this year he went on to win class 8. 
Eric first used a Hillman Imp, followed by 
the Canhi trials car and now stays faithful 
to his Dellow which he has used since 
1981. He and Dudley both took Gold and 
were members of the winning car team. 
 
Leaving on schedule at 1 a.m. we reach 
our first hill, Catsash, to find a long queue 
in the hold control. After quite a wait, it is 
time for us and up we go for a clean 
climb. The route then winds on over the 
Brendon Hills, down past Minehead and 
left into Mill Lane. Always wet along here 
and this year we, like others, hit a very 
large area of quite deep water. Thanks to 
the hood, we keep fairly dry but the 
engine goes down onto two cylinders until 
a few high revs dry it out. Then soon its 

Crook Horn Hill test – no heroics, just 
complete the test as per instructions. A 
fine run over Exmoor follows, to County 
Gate holding control with the temperature 
now even colder in a stiff wind; it keeps 
you alert! 
 
The time control some miles beyond at 
Barbrook was very busy, but again a 
chance to catch up with another Dellow 
fellow, Steve Lister. He would tackle 
Beggars Roost while we in class 0 went 
round to Barton Steep, a tarmac Hill with 
a stop & restart. These tests are even 
now a worry for me, thinking what if a 
handbrake cable breaks? (OK, I also have 
a hydraulic handbrake, but never learned 
to master it) or a slipping clutch? or some 
other malady? Silly boy, everything is fine, 
another clean, and so we go on to a new 
section for us, Lee Moor near South 
Molton. Although graded at roughness 
category 5 it caused us no grief, and we 
carry on the long main road run to 
Roundswell Control and Services, where 
we can take on fuel & coffee; day breaks 
and we stow the hood. 
 
23 miles later, out by Hartland Point it’s 
Wargery: from section begins, down steep 
descent, sharp left, “through river” (I’ve 
done this many times but have yet to see 
the “river”) and climb out and along some 
rough to Section Ends for a clean downhill
-uphill. 
 
On through Bude and climb up the coast 
road to look down on Widemouth Bay 
where there are splendid large breakers 
rolling in and a few hardy surfers braving 
the elements before breakfast; Hawaii it 
was not. Get our card signed at the 
Control in the car park, near the surfers’ 
vans, and move off to next section, Oozes 
Water. On the way, what super views of 
the cliffs as we climb and swoop along the 
coast road. Oozes is always the wettest 
section as we run down through the ford 
and to the restart beyond, taken on 15 lbs/
sq.inch rear tyre pressures to ensure the 
success we enjoy. 
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At Wilsey Down livestock market we have 
a sound test. Rev to 4000? What? No 
way! I go to 2,900 and hold it there; OK 95 
dB, off you go. Is it really necessary? If 
not, drop it – or at least set it up a lot 
better. Timing in and out of this one-hour 
‘rest & breakfast’ halt is looked after by 
Robin Barlow, another Dellow fellow who 
travelled all the way down from Edzell in 
Angus. Also here I see another Dellow, 
Mike Pearson, but this year he’s riding a 
Yamaha trail bike. The sun is now out and 
it’s very pleasant, showing better the 
Cornish spring flowers in the hedgerows. 
 
Happy faces greeted us at Petherwin Old 
Hill where I enjoy pulling second gear out 
through the top.  Shortly (that’s MCC-
speak for 4 miles) we get to Ruses Mill; 
what a delightful spot hidden deep down 
in the wooded valley with the fast-flowing 
river Inny and lovely old mill buildings. 
Remembering the tarmac restart renews 
all my worries and I wonder on which 
hairpin is it set? Off we go and bingo! It 
seems set lower than usual this year. As 
we climb away clean, I recall here some 
years ago a double-stop-and-restart which 
I failed as I slid over the second stop line 
with all four wheels. Also here I footed 
when riding my Rotary Norton motorcycle 
on the MCC Lands End to John o’Groats 
Run. 
 
The next group of sections are in 
woodland near Cardinham and start with 
Ladyvale, including a restart set high at an 
angle.  You must just leave your rear 
wheels in the box and get away for that all
-important clean.  Next Mays Hill, a long, 
steady climb with a right-hand hairpin 
halfway up, could have used second gear. 
While waiting here I was able to chat to 
long-time friend (and Steward for the 
event) John West; I first met him on the 
1973 Lands End when we started from 
Heston Services, he driving a Ford Pop 
but retired it at Crackington, I think. He 
later acquired the Oliver in which he and 
his wife Jenny won the first ACTC 

Championship, pushing myself and wife 
Celia down to 4th place – but we did win 
the Dellow Trophy! Then came Silver 
Lead Mine, a shortish, steep hill with a left
-hand hairpin, which we climbed for our 
third clean in this group. 
 
So on we go through Bodmin and out to 
Bishops Path, Observed Test 2; again, no 
heroics – just complete the test OK and 
on through the woods to queue for the 
class 0 Bishops Wood section, which is 
alongside the main trial hill. The route 
card says, “a forest track, fair gradient 
with steep nip and deviation near top.” 
This caught out some, but I like this 
section and it likes me, enough to give us 
a clean climb.  Out of the woods and 
down the very steep Hustyn Hill, which 
was in 1931 an uphill observed section, 
unmetalled and through the ford at the 
start. I have driven the Dellow and Norton 
up it, with restarts, on other MCC events, 
all very testing but good fun. 
 
The last hill, Blue Hills 2, which I have 
elected to have a crack at, comes next. 
The one we’ve been thinking of and 
wondering all trial, should I? will I? won’t 
I? and now here we are, winding down the 
narrow lane to Trevellas Porth around the 
last bend and there it is, spread out in 
front of us, a view I first saw in 1972 and 
as magnificent now as then! Adjust tyre 
pressures – what shall I go down to? I 
take a glance up at the rocky start of the 
hill and settle on 19 lbs/sq.inch. We move 
up to our start line passing hundreds of 
spectators lining the hill and then, this is it, 
“OK away you go!” First gear, take up 
drive, move away in a controlled fashion, 
picking one’s way up, up and into the ‘0’ 
restart box, stop, then on up to the top. 
Brilliant! Made it, and all in one piece. 
Thanks to all those who clapped and 
cheered. We spectate for a while to watch 
a few class 8 cars and others attack their 
restart; some are great, yes, but for 
others… there’s always next year. 
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One last sprint up the A30 to sign off at 
Penhale Round and claim a class 0 
Cornish Tin medal, which has since been 
confirmed in Provisional Results – so yes, 
a baker’s dozen plus one of class 0 
medals won on MCC events. Then we 
sink a very satisfying pint of Tribute Ale 
and I thank my crewman Vic. Soon after 
we booked into the Westberry Hotel in 
Bodmin where there are other 
competitors, so a good evening was spent 
discussing the day’s adventures, which all 
agreed made a very good event in the 
true MCC tradition. 

We say our goodbyes on Sunday morning 
and head up home to Ross-on-Wye. 
Cruising the M5, I have a couple of scares 
when the car jumps out of top gear, but 
we make it to our homes – and then came 
a further problem. The starter cries 
enough when I come to put the car into 
the garage! Needless to say, I am now in 
full mechanic mode again, changing 
gearbox, starter and tackling one or two 
other jobs I’ve been promising myself to 
do. All will be well for the next MCC foray, 
the Welsh Road Trial at the end of June. 
. 

Land’s End Trial 2013 
by Andrew Berry 
 

I t was with some concern that I 
returned along the route to find my 
two missing motorcycle competitor 
colleagues, after having ridden for 

several miles without noticing their 
absence. On one of the roundabouts just 
before Devizes I came across a scene of 
chaos…. Steve’s bike on the pavement, 
Steve on the ground with his belongings 
strewn about as if he had just come off 
the bike….  Jon emerging from the 
bushes looking very guilty and carrying a 
great big tree log….  and the two SCIT 
unit Police officers just getting out of the 
van erecting their roof top arc light… 
 
I considered riding past denying all 
knowledge… 
 
Then I noticed that Steve was not rolling 
around on the ground in agony, but was 
fighting his rear wheel nut… the situation 
became clearer. Just 40 miles into the 
trial and with no sections completed we 
had had our first puncture - brilliant. 
 
So the Police lent us a jack, Jon returned 
the log – the law observing but saying 
nothing and we went about the process of 
three highly trained and qualified chaps 

changing an inner tube, watched by our 
happening Police unit. If only we had 
been trained in the art of tyre changing! At 
one point Celia, as navigator in the 
Reliant Rialto (number 125) stopped to 
observe three men in an embrace, 
balancing on the rear wheel to break the 
bead all observed by the boys in blue – at 
this stage from inside the van. She left 
with no comment….  An hour later, fairly 
grubby, the tyre re-inflated but with 
ourselves somewhat deflated, we cleaned 
up with wet wipes supplied by her 
majesty’s constabulary and continued on 
our way. 
 
At the Popham start we should have been 
a four but had started as a three; my-self, 
Jon Robb and Steve Wickers, this time 
running without our usual partner Paul 
SKhambatta, who actually does know 
what he is doing with a tyre. Paul on the 
last trial famed for his three wheel 2CV, 
competing with his daughter in the Exeter 
(see last copy of Triple), but this time laid 
low with illness. So it was as a three we 
changed the tyre and duly arrived at the 
Steps Lane regularity test. Strangely Jon 
and I both failed this section last year – 
possibly down to a misreading of the 
Regulations - so this time with much care 
and calculation we rode Steps Lane 
towards Bridgewater. Many thanks to ALL 
at Bridgewater control for speeding us 
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through the process to get back on time, 
it’s a great help when car competitors 
allow us past with a cheery wave – any 
time on a bike whether moving or not is 
hard on these long distance events, so a 
helping hand to finish on schedule is very 
much appreciated. 
 
In a blur we were at the bottom of Felons 
Oak, Steve up first, I chatted to the start 
marshal (Nick Morris) and in a moment 
was on my way…. only to find Steve half 
way up the section scrabbling around in 
the mud…. Oh dear, now for Steve really 
not a good start to the trial! Whilst eating 
millionaire’s shortbread and drinking tea 
at Barbrook, a baulk was noted on the 
card. I suspect that it was only this 
sustenance that kept us all going in the 
witching hours. 
 
At 0300 in the morning I might be forgiven 
for confusion. Asking Steve about the 
section he replied “Hangman’s Hill it’s a 
new section” Despite having completed 
the trial 6 or 7 times on bikes and outfits I 
still am absolutely useless at 
remembering anything about the sections, 
often mixing sections and trials together. 
My notes here suggest: restart, long 
section all ok – very helpful for next year – 
not! 
 
So the sections come and go, punctuated 
by extreme cold and bizarrely – dust. 
Normally The Land’s End is a tricky event 
to dress for, cool overnight and for the last 
few years sweltering on Blue Hills. At 
least this year was slightly easier… 
 
1. Take out all your motorcycle kit, all your 
thermals and put everything on.   
2. Turn the heated grips up from “warm” 
to the red hot “roast” position  
3. Fidget continuously in the saddle 
endeavouring to keep the blood moving 
and you are all ready to go!   
 
Perhaps this dust was originating from the 
extreme wet weather washing mud from 

the fields, followed by the recent drying 
arctic NE wind. Anyway it was like a cold 
desert rally most of the night, particularly 
at the back of the three riders – so Jon 
tells me. His map reader having 
conveniently developed a night fault 
(rubbish light more likely), he promised to 
navigate by day and put up with dust by 
night. 
 
0500 Cutliffe Lane – Steep 
 
0600 Sutcombe – slippery rocks but ok – 
and Oh my Word was the coffee and 
bacon sandwich at the top sooo good! 
Thank you ladies !!! Xxx 
 
0651 Darracott – showed signs of some 
hard work, preparing the section. 
 
Widemouth Bay at 0741 was a delight. 
Normally the coldest most inhospitable 
(yet beautiful) of control stops was this 
time almost warm with some terrific waves 
coming in. The few camper van occupants 
stared at us staring at them with mutual 
incomprehension. They actually choose to 
go in the water, whereas what we were 
doing was perfectly reasonable… 
 
0806 Crackington was viewed with some 
trepidation due the incredibly slippery non
-indigenous clay of former years that I 
could not even stand on let alone ride on. 
However this time the section was hard 
on its own merits, warranting a red restart 
for two groups. 
 
At Wilsey Down and after the 4th or 5th 
breakfast of the night, I brushed my teeth 
and we discussed the remaining sections. 
It was with some concern that I noted we 
still had six sections to go, some of the 
more difficult ones at that. Just at the 
point when energy and skill levels are 
falling, to be replaced by fatigue and large 
doses of “whatever”. As we fired the bikes 
up again there was none of the usual 
disrobing of night time warm clothes, this 
was one trial where all insulation would be 
staying on until the end. We pootled down 
the lanes, our thoughts subdued. 
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Obviously Warleggan, Lady Vale, 
Hoskins and Bishops Wood blew away 
any such cobwebs. It’s great that these 
sections are so close together, really 
bringing the trial back to life after the long, 
cold night. The beauty and relief of 
sunrise almost measurable. Also helping 
greatly was the sugar boost provided by 
the MacMillan team as we exited 
Ladyvale and Hoskins. Fantastic!  Next it 
was on to the Special Test and Steve’s 
fate threw him another wobbler as he 
stalled the bike just after line B! Jon also 
dropped his only section of the night with 
the red restart at Bishops Wood. This was 
a nasty little steep rocky step similar in 
some ways to Blue Hills 1. Previously on 
an outfit this was cleaned when taken at 
speed and some perhaps reckless 
conviction, but this time a red restart 
lurked on the step. I managed the restart 
with a 40 degree slide from the back 
wheel as I crested the rise, but perhaps 
with a bit more power available, Jon’s 
rear slipped perpendicular to the section 
and despite (he says) some manful 
balancing, it was to no avail and a fail 
was recorded.  
 
At the Texaco Station we attempted to 
help a rider start his two-stroke Yamaha. 
The bike was not happy and nor was the 
rider. A mysterious cutting out and 
dropping of power had plagued him all 
night but was not going to prevent a 
finish, no matter what!! With some fine 
perseverance we later noted the 
competitor completing Blue Hills Two 
buoyed up the hill with much cheering.  
 
As we approached Blue Hills I began to 
contemplate just how temperamental 
Blue Hills 1 is. Last year was fine, but one 
earlier year the rear tyre had bitten hard 
looping the bike with me being fired off 
the back landing on my head. What would 
be this year’s deal, especially with the 
chance of a second gold for the year 
possible? In the event all went well - 
phew! Blue Hills 2 seemed in general 

slightly less bumpy and perhaps less of a 
challenge which was a shame. But the 
restart box being relocated more than 
made up for this and achieved both a 
tricky little start with the added pressure 
of looking hundreds of spectators in the 
eye as you watched the flag drop. 
 
In fact we saw a lovely bit of dry stone 
walling in this section completely 
dismantled by a TR7 mounting the wall 
fantastically, using it as banking to exit 
the section! Blue Hills has become so 
popular with regular crowds that perhaps 
the club should consider some form of PA 
system for the upper section. Certainly as 
we caught our breath for 10 minutes 
watching a few competitors, many of the 
people around us asked questions about 
the event and what entrants were trying 
to achieve, when it started and where 
they had all come from. Perhaps a few 
wise words as the competitor started their 
attempt would involve the public, 
increasing enjoyment – adding support all 
the more? 
 
So what now? As always we stood at the 
top of Blue Hills somewhat humbled by 
our experience together, caught between 
the desire to prolong and the relief it was 
all over. What a great event! Just looking 
through the programme quite rightly the 
organisers and marshals are all listed 
first. From entry taker to holding control to 
signing off to the mysterious person who 
puts out all the Ls, Rs and SOs which 
keep us tired motorcycle people on the 
straight and narrow – preventing us riding 
up the verge while we strain to read the 
ever increasing font of the edited route 
card! What a great team we ALL are in 
the MCC – I don’t know of any other 
group which keeps all the old machines, 
sections and routes open and running for 
long distance reliability trialling. 
 
What complete and brilliant madness!!! 
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The 2013 Kylre Trial 
by Adrian Tucker-Peake 

 

W hen did you last enter and 
finish a classic trial, and not 
clean a single section? Well 
that was the outcome for 

many of us on Ross’ Kyrle Trial in mid-
April.  Actually, I confess this is a little 
misleading: Lizzie and I in the class 6 
MGF did actually clean the first section, 
only to learn that it was later cancelled! 
Dave H had remarked ‘it’s carnage in the 
mud back there!’  So the event for us was 
one of endless reversing down muddy 
sections that had been rendered even 
more difficult by an overnight deluge 
since Saturday’s pegging out.  Ah, so 
that’s why I dropped the two spares down 
into the car’s boot when building the 
car…easier reversing. 
 
When we’d last entered the Kyrle with the 
Pug 205 in 2010, we’d cleaned all of the 
afternoon sections, so when the 
paperwork went in this time it was with 
keen anticipation of the merits of RWD on 
the ubiquitous steep climbs in the Forest 
of Dean. 
 
Anyway, joining the rather long 
scrutineering queue some 6 weeks later 
in the drizzle gives us a chance to get 
updated on some of the entrants, from 
Matt Facey’s BMW with enough ground 
clearance to drive an MGF underneath, 
to newcomer Dave Price leaping into 
class 6 under Adrian Marfell’s 
mentorship. Also great to see Hicky’s 
daffodil yellow Dodge, 4 up, brightening 
the scene, though he was soon to suffer 
a radiator failure. Once John Blakeley 
gets some Ross member assistance the 
scrutineering process picks up, so once 
noise tested and diff checked we down a 
breakfast butty, drop the roof and set off. 
Pretty soon, all of the eventual class 
winners promptly stamp their authority 
with cleans at Widowmaker, which 

features a restart for 6, 7 & 8…however 
we are spinning on the approach, let 
alone the getaway! 
 
Then it’s down to Pillbox, where a queue 
has already formed, not for a stuck car 
but for an injured spectator who has 
managed to somersault down a bank and 
torn his leg muscle.  Nick Farmer is on 
his phone guiding the ambulance into the 
woods, while marshals and competitors 
all rally round brilliantly to help resolve 
the situation. The ambulance arrives 
without a stretcher, so Ade Marfell 
commandeers a marshal’s Discovery and 
reverses uphill to carry the patient back 
down…great use of his trialling talents!  
Normal service is resumed, whereupon 
Ade’s and Gary’s Beetles roar to the 
summit, their confident bark carrying 
through the trees. 
 
It’s a low, low tyre pressure day and I find 
on approaching Jack that we’ve a pair of 
wonky rear valves asking for a side/side 
wheel swap – Andrew Rippon kindly 
loans his little jack (no pun intended) and 
the tyres are happier for the next two 
steep-uns. David and Carla have just 
pulled off a spectacular, assured climb to 
‘3’, though I don’t envy their descent.  We 
note the churned up approach bend, 
which lurks to catch Ade as he guns from 
the start and stuffs up the bank, though a 
series of later cleans redeem his day…
what a pair, local lad and his Beetle! The 
class 6 Camel Vale’ers and Triple man 
John White do well on Jill, and we feel a 
bit better with a ‘5’…good for us on this 
slippery Sunday. 
 
A few hundred metres on we assemble 
for the next three sections.  A welcome 
passing greeting here to Simon and 
Barbara, then to Richard Andrews who is 
marshalling the as yet unclimbed Piano 
Bend.  Most of us drop a ‘9’ here then 
swing round to Ty’s Trek (another ‘9’) 
then it’s ‘about turn’ to Pludds with its 
rock step restart…a toughie for 

36 

production class 6, but again two of the 
Beetles get away…we’ve already 
reckoned that our F needs to go on a diet 
this summer! 
 
A typical short road interlude takes us to 
the up-bank, flat-turn, up-bank Bluebell 
Mine section with another restart, 
marshalled by my co-Clee Clerk Graham 
Austin. Paul and Gary’s Beetles have just 
dropped a worthy ‘1’, choosing a good 
line, so we’re hopeful – but then we join 
this trial’s puncture club on the first crest 
to drop a ‘10’. The recovery Landie gets in 
a tizz here with all 4 wheels churning and 
going nowhere, so we swap the mud 
packed tyre on the spot. Julian Lack 
swings by to tackle Barty’s and pulls very 
well to a ‘7’ in his Liege. Mark Tooth 
patiently finds us a slot to attempt this 
one, another soggy section which features 
a diversion and restart which stymies 
most trialling mortals…more ‘9’s. 
 
Tomlin Splash needs a good bit of launch 
wellie and a satisfying blast for us is 
rewarded with a ‘1’, though Lizzie prefers 
a walk back down to my slithering off-
camber return run! We’re pumping up 
again (compressor is also on the ‘to do 
list’) for a short run to Wenchford, where 
the cheerful marshalling couple check us 
in for a 30 minute break. The picnic area 
is a rather drab un-spring-like spot this 
year, but is a flurry of tyre levers and 
puncture fixers; it does however give us 
five minutes to review the earliest days of 
a lane-based event with pioneering clerk 
Rob Baldwin who is out in another Liege. 
 
Half an hour done and away, we are all 
soon diverted past Charcoal Flats which 
has become too slithery and hairy even 
for the class 8s, and so to Blaize where 
Adrian M has excelled himself with 
another clean, along with Adrian D, but 
this Ade joins many others who are 
literally at sixes and sevens. We find more 
section diversions at Waterworks where 

most of the field has no steering response 
to oblige on the steep muddy bend, 
except for the green Golf pulling itself up 
where its driving wheels are pointed, and 
the Hornet on some of the baldest tyres 
known to trials – to the astonishment of 
Bill Bennett who’s off to get his buffed 
down! 
 
Point ‘n Press concludes the route and 
offers a handy spot for triallers to gather 
and critique, standing amongst some 
exceedingly muddy trials cars which 
themselves are a delight in spanning 
some 80 years. It’s nice to be given a 
choice of approach to the main gradient 
around the trees, and today we’re pretty 
chuffed with a ‘10’ though many even in 
class 7 bog down at the ‘12’, envious of 
Paul Bartleman’s sizzling climb to a ‘2’, 
taking the class 8 victory. 
 
The rain resumes as we sign off, so it’s 
roof up, onto the M50 and avoid the mud-
packed wheel shimmy speed for an hour’s 
run home.   
 
Not quite broaching the ‘century’ we didn’t 
trouble the scorekeeper, but class winners 
for the record were:  
 
(1) Dave H (2) Adrian D  (3) Matt F  (4) 
John W  (5) Keith S  (6) Adrian M and (7) 
Julian L. The Kyrle Trophy went to Dean 
P and the best Ross ‘Pepperpot’ was a 
close run thing between our new man 
Dave Price and Rob Baldwin, the Liege 
man finally taking the honours. 
 
Neil Forrest later commented that we all 
endured a cricket score day, but also 
many thanks are due to Clerk Derek and 
Secretary Stuart, plus Glenn and Tom the 
chief marshals and all of their crews who 
worked so hard and cheerfully on a wintry 
day. We look forward to a proper 
springtime run next year 
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The 36th Kyrle Trial 
by Murray Montgomery-Smith 
 

T he more I try to remember the 
story of this trial, the more it 
seems that to me this was one of 
the most trying trials I have had 

the fun of doing. Obviously the wet 
ground took its toll on us all, but have to 
say the combination of my lack of ability 
and perhaps the not completely perfect 
car caused a very high score, and for the 
first time that I can remember failing 
every hill, not one clear! Then again 
checking the results I wasn’t the only one 
afflicted with this phenomenon. 
 
So with a bit of rain falling on my bouncer 
Dave Parker (original owner of the Marlin 
when it was painted a hideous colour of 
red- so boring!) and self, had a good drive 
from Bristol to start. Scruted ok except we 
now all seem to need to buy new fire 
extinguishers as they ether have no date 
on them or some other half baked reason, 
they either work or don’t and surely if the 
dial is still in the green they must be ok – 
or why was the dial put there in the first 
place? 
 
So after a fill up off we go and first section 
we stop and wait, and wait, not a good 
scenario me thinks. Off we went after 
seeing Mal Allen stop and having difficulty 
getting back down, and we had the same 
problem as well, a great time was had 
getting out, it was rather good fun helping 
each other get out of the ruts etc. This 

section was cancelled in the end. 
 
Section 2 saw all our class stop around 
the 5 mark perhaps at the restart point. 
Pillbox being wet under foot was much 
harder than I can remember. Julian 
Archbold was the only clear in our class. 
Class 8 seemed to fair much better- it is a 
great section especially if you get all the 
way up the long steep finish straight and 
then look down it. Never failed Jack at the 
tight corner before – this was my lack of 
thinking more then anything else, and Jill 
was a struggle to get to the restart and 
there we went backwards! ‘Fraid Piano 
and Ty’s were abit of a waste of time and 
sure enough Pludds stopped us on restart 
as usual. Second mind failure on Bluebell 
as cut the right-hander too much and 
stopped, first time that’s ever happened 
as normally get to restart and even once 
cleared it. Not going to recount the rest of 
the sections as was not worth 
remembering, though the sections flowed 
well. May have been because only had to 
do a short reverse back down! 
 
Dean Partington was overall winner on 24 
which was 10 better than the next man so 
well done to him. And so I ended with an 
excellent score and still hopping on one 
leg until the next trial ie 111. 
 
Thanks to the organizers as they did a 
great job with the difficult weather scene, 
still one of the best in the calendar and 
look forward to next year – grippier 
please! 

The 2013 Bovey Down Trial 
By Brian Corfield 
 

I  had been looking forward to this 
event having not competed since 
December 2012, on arrival to what 
appeared a very different venue from 

before we were welcomed by a very 
friendly group of people from Windwhistle 
Motor Club. 

 
I had entered my Shopland MKII in class 
8 there were six entries in the class all of 
whom were very competitive, other class 
were very well supported with good size 
entries. We were all scrutinised and 
signed on after which we were sent off in 
what I think was two groups to undertake 
ten sections then  stop for a break.   
We set off hoping to do well, the 
conditions were dry so I guessed that a 
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good special test time would be important, 
we had to attempt this test just once on 
the first circuit. I did a couple of climbs 
and then onto the special test, I achieved 
what was an equal fastest time, which 
confirmed to me that I had to keep 
pushing on and do well on the hills such 
as Normans Hump, with only a few hills a 
bit damp I was fairly confident and at the 
end of the first circuit I was one of quite a 
few drivers on zero points. 
 
After what was a welcome break we 
attempted the sections for the second 
time some of which had now changed a 
little and once again at the end of the 
circuit I was still on zero so after a short 
tea break we set of for the final round. 

Several of the sections now had a restart 
which even though it was dry could still 
cause a few problems thankfully for me all 
the restarts were ok and were cleaned 
without much problem as did several 
other drivers, resulting twelve in total on 
zero marks after 26 sections. 
 
There were unfortunately some 
retirements which left 23 finishers all of 
whom I am sure had an excellent day of 
trailing, myself especially having won 
overall on the day, for which I was 
presented with a super trophy and medal.  
 
I would like to express my thanks to the 
Windwhistle Motor Club for organising a 
great trial. 

The Bovey Down Trial  
by Rob  Wells 
 

F or me this is a trial to look 
forward to. 26 or more 
challenging hills, all in the woods 
with little deflation and inflation of 

tyres. There are ten sections most of 
which are revisited up to six times, and a 
special test with the sections changed on 
the third round after lunch. The entrants 
are split into three groups which start at 
different points, so there are only short 
waits with two or three cars in front at any 
time. Sections include the infamous 
Norman’s Hump and Clinton from the 
Exeter Trial (normally tackled in the dark).  
 
The venue is on three levels with the 
passenger more of a navigator studying 
the three provided plans which guide the 
driver round what looks like a train set 
with up lines and down lines and 
sometimes two-way working to the next 
section. 
 
But I am getting ahead of myself, first the 
pleasant run down the A303 to Sidford 
coming from Hertfordshire via the M25. It 

was a bright and sunny day until we went 
past Stonehenge when the sky turned 
black, hailstones built up between the 
bonnet and the windscreen, the wipers 
went onto fast in our Suzuki X90 and the 
fields turned white. With the heater on full 
demist we were very glad that we no 
longer had a Troll!   
 
The Blue Ball Inn on the outskirts of 
Sidford just ten minutes past Hangman’s 
Stone, the trial venue on the A3052, 
provided excellent accommodation and a 
splendid restaurant for a convivial meal 
with Peter and Jim Mountain and old 
friends who live in Sidmouth. The Blue 
Ball which burnt down a few years ago 
has been restored to its former thatched 
glory but with modern plumbing and 
electrics, one could not ask for more. 
 
Pete and Jim were glad, after 
encountering the hailstorm, to be in 
Pete’s Supercharged BMW 3 series 
following on-going repairs to his Dellow, 
subsequent to its recent partial inversion 
on Crooked Mustard by he who shall be 
nameless (Jim). Pete was worried about 
the size of the BMW, the Dellow being 
more suitable to the confines of Bovey 
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Down, and the BMW bought for the long 
winter overnighters. 
 
After a hearty breakfast and a ten minute 
drive we were at Bovey Down for 
scrutineering at 8.30. However, it was like 
some other planet that was totally 
unrecognisable!  The Forestry 
Commission had cut down all and I mean 
all the trees on about three quarters of 
the site leaving only Clinton and a few 
sections round to the east unscathed. 
They had, however, planted new trees 
and we were warned not to drive off the 
tracks.   
 
The weather was dry, overcast and cool. 
The ground hard and rocky, so minimal 
tyre deflation was needed to avoid 
punctures. Having collected one myself 
with a new tyre on Section 2, I learnt my 
lesson. There were twenty seven entries 
and another two had withdrawn from the 
event. The sections were set out with 
flags numbered 12 down to 1, plus a 
special test to be completed during the 
first of the three rounds. 
 
This we nearly missed because of the 
tyre changing and when we arrived at the 
test the marshals were packing up. Their 
cheerful leader said that he had missed 
us because we were no 1, and there 
were no gaps down his list. The course 
was quickly reinstated and a fast run past 
line B had us doing a three point turn on 
what seemed like the edge of the cliff. I 
had never noticed just how steep the land 
is there previously when it was covered in 
trees. 
 
The X90 has many steering turns lock to 
lock and everyone has fitted a winding 
knob to the steering wheel. The power 
steering helps, however, making the low 
gear less of a penalty. The Suzuki is now 
the predominant car in class 5 front 
engined sports cars, and there were 
around twenty on the Lands End. 
 

So not a bad time of 31 seconds, but still 
third out of the four X90s. Things went 
swimmingly until section 10 scoring one 
point and just not quite getting to the top 
although we had made it the first time 
round when it was called section 5. Same 
one point again as section 20 although 
we cleared it previously when it was 
section 15. Our big problem was section 
17 where we scored five points. Finger 
trouble, I did not pull it out! 
 
Lunch break was after two rounds with 
excellent catering provided by the Sid 
Vale Carnival Club (proceeds to charity). 
Homemade cakes being particularly 
delicious. 
 
First overall was Bryn Corfield in his 
ingenious Class 8 Shopland Mk II and 
runner up Nick Cleal in his FWD Peugeot 
205 also with a clear score, and only two 
seconds slower in the special test. Jack 
Willey in his FWD Astra managed to 
equal Bryn’s special test time of twenty 
four seconds but collected 118 points 
along the way.  More ballast needed up 
front? Other class winners were Nick 
Farmer in his class 8 VW Fugitive (a clear 
score and only three seconds off Bryn). 
Nick Gibb (class 8 Marlin) just one 
second later. Roger Ugalde class 6 
Beetle three more seconds behind, and 
Peter Mountain class 3 BMW took 38 
seconds on the special test hampered by 
the size of his car. All the above and Ben 
Johnson class 8 VW Special had clear 
scores but Ben messed up the special 
test. Caroline and I managed to win our 
class in PINOP (taken from the Suzuki’s 
registration number P81 NOP).   
 
Five retired and I felt particularly sorry for 
Charles Shopland who spent ages trying 
to fix his own class 8 Shopland. All in all it 
was a very pleasant weekend including 
nineteen miles of pure trialling. With big 
thanks to Liz Hobbs, her team and the 
very friendly, oft visited, marshals. See 
you all next year. 
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BSW Accounting Services 
 

Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
Self Employed, need help with your accounts or self assessment tax return on 

line?  Need to set up a Limited Company? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

VAT   PAYE  NIC Pensions  Capital & Annual Investment allowances 
P&L Balance Sheet  Cash book  Purchase & Sale Books Cash Flow 

 
Free 1st consultation to work through options 

Contact - Barbara.selkirk@bswservices.co.uk 
www.bswservices.co.uk    01584 814594/ 07722 820933 

 

P D Q 
MoT 

 
 

Unit 5,  
1O5, Summerway, 

Exeter, 
EX4 8DP  

42 

Championship Chat 
 

H appily, since the last edition of 
Restart there has been no 
recurrence of the problems that 
beset the Clee Hills and 

Exmoor Trials, although the mud caused 
by heavy rain did present problems for 
the organisers of the Torbay and the 
Kyrle Trials, and gave a head-to-foot 
plastering to the crews of open cars! 
 
The results from the one-day events have 
followed form in some cases but certainly 
not in others, but we’ll come to that in a 
moment.  
 
I shall start this edition’s review with the 
Troll Trophy, or Team Award and an 
apology to Dave Haizelden, his son 
Aaron, Keith Sanders and Adrian 
Dommett for completely overlooking their 
joint entry in this category. However, I do 
have an email from Dave, dated 6th 
January, 2013 registering his team. So 
my apologies to them and you will note 
from the tables (included elsewhere) that 
Dave’s Team is only the score from one 
event behind the leaders, Team 
Eastwood. So, Messrs Partington, 
Knifton, Chatwin and Bartlett you might 
well have a fight on your hands for this 
category come December. 
 
Turning now to the Wheelspin League, 
the leader in March, Carl Talbot, still 
leads here but there is an ominous buzz 
of Wasps behind him, with last year’s 
champion, Dean Partington a mere one 
point behind with one scoring event in 
hand. Adrian Dommett is currently in 
third position some seven points behind 
Dean, with the second Wasp of Mike 
Chatwin just a single point further back in 
fourth. Fifth place is occupied by Julian 
Lack who is putting together a splendid 
string of results in his class 7 Liege and a 
special mention here for James 

Shallcross who won the recent Ilkley 
Trial by a single point from class 1, which 
shot him up this table. 
 
The earlier leader in the Crackington 
Championship, Nicola Butcher, decided 
not to travel to Yorkshire for the Ilkley 
and was duly overtaken in the standings 
by Bill Bennett, Julian Lack and James 
Shallcross, who did make the trip and 
scored big points. Carl Talbot is currently 
in fifth place with the two Wasp drivers in 
close attendance. 
 
The Navigator’s League is led by the 
ladies again, with Liz Bennett well out in 
front of a new name, Gaby Albertova, 
who passengers/bounces/navigates for 
James Shallcross. Although the gap 
between first and second is thirteen 
points Gaby has two events in hand over 
Liz. Third place is occupied by Ralph 
Talbot with Carla Smith in the classic 
and classy Model A Ford in fourth. Young 
Norton Selwood is in fifth place in his 
first year of competition and may well yet 
bag a prize at the end of the season. 
 
In the two - and three – wheel 
departments the Pouncy League is 
currently led by Phil Sanders by eight 
points from David Craddock with Ian 
Myers in third. David’s brother, Andrew 
Craddock is currently in fourth place. 
 
Al Lidgate leads the Red Rose Bowl on 
54 points with Simon Eddy some twenty 
eight points further back, followed by 
Geoff Westcott and Pete Adams.  
 
Space permitting all the tables should 
appear in this edition. The car versions 
will only contain those competitors who 
have actually scored points. As usual 
please scrutinise the tables carefully. I 
believe that I’ve had all the changes 
which might have happened between 
provisional and final so all the tables 
should be up to date. But please do let 
me know if you think that anything is 
wrong. 
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I’m off now for my summer, assuming we 
get one, for which the two highlights will 
be the ACTC Awards Dinner in deepest, 
darkest Somerset in June and then the 
glorious Festival of Speed at Goodwood 
in July.  Stuart Harrold and I are down to 
do three days of spectator marshalling 
this year, hopefully in our usual place 
between the tyre warming area and the 
turn round circle just before the start line. 
 

Do have a good summer’s break from 
trialling and no doubt I shall see you at the 
top of some sections come the autumn. 
 
 

Chris Phillips 
Championship Secretary 
 

Navigator's League 2013
Ex Clee Exm CotC Nor Tor LE Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Total Events

Liz Bennett C C 9.5 10.3 9.5 5.0 9.6 9.6 53.5 6
Gaby Albertova 10.2 10.4 9.4 10.3 40.3 4
Ralph Talbot C C 11.0 9.8 8.0 7.0 35.8 4
Carla Smith C C 10.5 8.6 10.6 29.7 3
Norton Selwood 1.0 C C 9.3 3.0 10.4 23.7 4
Lorraine Rippon C C 9.7 7.7 17.4 2
Peter Goode C C R 5.0 11.0 16.0 2
Donny Allen C C 8.0 8.0 1
Chris Phillips C C 6.8 0.0 6.8 1
Michael Hayward 3.0 C C 3.0 6.0 2
Sue Ludford 1.0 C C 0.0 1.0 1

Troll Trophy Table 2013
Ex Clee Exm CotC Nor Tor LE Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Total Events

Team Eastwood
Dean Partington DNC C C R 7.8 10.8 DNC 11.0 10.0
Charles Knifton DNC C C 10.8 9.8 DNC DNC 4.0 8.0
Mike Chatwin 5.0 C C 3.0 10.8 R DNC 5.0 11.0
Stuart Bartlett DNC C C O DNC DNC DNC 6.0 5.0

28.4 22.0 29.0 79.4 3

Dave's Team
Keith Sanders DNC C C 10.6 DNC 10.3 DNC 10.7 DNC
Aaron Haizelden DNC C C DNC DNC 8.8 DNC 9.6 DNC
Adrian Dommett 5.0 C C DNC DNC 10.5 5.0 10.6 DNC
Dave Haizelden DNC C C 9.0 DNC 9.4 DNC 10.4 DNC

30.2 31.7 61.9 2

Pouncy League
Ex Exm Nor Cha Tor LE Ilk T&T Tar Edi ExC Tam Har NW Ttl Events

Philip Sanders 12 C 9 5 8 8 10 52 6
David Craddock 12 C 12 12 8 44 4
Ian Myers 5 C 8 4 6 12 35 5
Andrew Craddock 5 C 12 1 12 30 4
Edward Griffin C 2 8 10 2
Nick Jones C 9 9 1
Stephen Bailey C 0 0
Chris Lidstone C 0 0

Red Rose Bowl
Ex Exm Nor Cha Tor LE Ilk T&T Tar Edi ExC Tam Har NW Ttl Events

Alexander Lidgate 8 C 12 10 11 1 12 54 6
Simon Eddy 12 C 1 12 1 26 4
Geoff Westcott 2 C 8 12 1 23 4
Peter Adams 2 C 7 8 2 19 4
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What it’s all 
about! 
 
 

Some happy 
‘bunnies’’ on 
recent trials 

 
(Photos by Dave 

Cook) 
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Crackington Table 2013

Ex Clee Exm CotC Nor Tor LE Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Total Events
Bill Bennett 3.0 C C 9.5 10.3 9.5 5.0 9.6 9.6 56.5 7
Julian Lack 5.0 C C 10.0 10.8 5.0 10.9 10.7 52.4 6
James Shallcross 1.0 C C 10.4 10.2 10.4 9.4 10.3 51.7 6
Nicola Butcher 5.0 C C 9.9 10.2 9.3 5.0 9.4 48.8 6
Carl Talbot C C 11.0 8.8 9.8 8.0 7.0 44.6 5
Dean Partington C C R 7.8 10.8 11.0 10.0 39.6 4
Michael Chatwin 5.0 C C 3.0 10.8 R 5.0 11.0 34.8 5
Charles Knifton C C 10.0 9.8 4.0 8.0 31.8 4
Keith Sanders C C 10.6 10.3 10.7 31.6 3
Adrian Dommett 5.0 C C 10.5 5.0 10.6 31.1 4
David Golightly C C 10.5 8.6 10.6 29.7 3
Gary Browning C C 9.6 10.7 8.7 29.0 3
David Haizelden C C 9.0 9.4 10.4 28.8 3
Nigel Jones C C 7.6 9.2 5.0 6.7 R 28.5 4
John Bell C C 8.5 9.3 R 7.6 25.4 3
Michael Leete 3.0 C C 9.2 3.0 10.2 25.4 4
Colin Perryman C C 8.0 10.3 6.8 R 25.1 3
Andrew Rippon C C 7.0 9.7 7.7 24.4 3
Harry Butcher C C 8.6 10.1 3.0 21.7 3
John White C C 10.9 10.4 21.3 2
Adrian Marfell C C 10.6 10.7 21.3 2
Simon Groves C C 5.0 7.8 7.0 19.8 3
Dick Bolt C C 7.0 R 5.0 7.6 19.6 3
Aaron Haizelden C C 8.8 9.6 18.4 2
Nick Cleal C C 9.4 8.4 17.8 2
Adrian Tucker-Peake C C 1.0 6.7 10.1 17.8 3
Roger Goldthorpe C C 8.8 8.7 17.5 2
Jonathan Toulmin C C 7.7 9.7 17.4 2
Stephen Potter C C 7.5 8.5 16.0 2
David Miller 1.0 C C 9.3 5.0 15.3 3
Mal Allen C C 8.0 6.9 14.9 2
Ed Wells C C 6.0 8.9 14.9 2
Dudley Sterry 3.0 C C R 6.8 5.0 0.0 14.8 3
Brian Andrew C C 8.7 5.7 14.4 2
Chris Thompson C C 8.3 5.7 14.0 2
John Wilton C C 6.5 R 7.5 14.0 2
Duncan Stephens C C 11.0 11.0 1
Stuart Bartlett C C 0.0 6.0 5.0 11.0 2
Stuart Highwood C C 3.0 7.7 R 10.7 2
Paul Bartelman C C 10.0 10.0 1
Peter Jones C C 1.0 8.7 9.7 2
Tony Branson C C 9.7 9.7 1
Michael Pocock C C 9.2 9.2 1
Mike Workman C C R 9.0 9.0 1
Tris White C C 8.8 R 8.8 1
Terry Coventry C C 8.4 8.4 1
Ian Moss C C 8.4 8.4 1
Richard Houlgate C C 0.0 7.9 7.9 1
Tim Dewar C C 7.4 7.4 1
Ian Davis C C 7.0 R 7.0 1
John Ludford 1.0 C C 5.9 6.9 2
Tony Young C C 6.9 6.9 1
Robert Hodgkinson C C 6.8 R 6.8 1
Joshua Moss C C 6.0 6.0 1
Brian Partridge 1.0 C C 0.0 3.0 2.0 6.0 3
David Symons C C 5.0 5.0 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith C C 0.0 R 1.0 3.9 4.9 2
Alan Black C C 4.8 4.8 1
Stephen Johnson C C 4.0 4.0 1
Alan Selwood 1.0 C C 3.0 4.0 2
David Jackson C C 0.0 R 4.0 4.0 1
Rob Hawarth C C 3.0 3.0 1
Neal Vile C C 3.0 3.0
Terry Mattin C C 1.0 1.0 1
Rory Pope C C 1.0 1.0 1
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Wheelspin Table 2013

Ex Clee Exm CotC Nor Tor LE Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Total Events
Carl Talbot C C 9 8 9 6 3 35.0 5
Dean Partington C C 7 10 10 7 34.0 4
Adrian Dommett 5 C C 8 5 9 27.0 4
Michael Chatwin 5 C C 10 2 9 26.0 4
Julian Lack 5 C C 3 5 8 21.0 4
Charles Knifton C C 5 9 1 4 19.0 4
Bill Bennett 3 C C 6 5 5 19.0 4
Keith Sanders C C 8 7 15.0 2
Nicola Butcher 5 C C 2 1 5 13.0 4
James Shallcross 1 C C 2 10 13.0 3
Adrian Marfell C C 6 5 11.0 2
John White C C 10 10.0 1
Paul Bartelman C C 8 8.0 1
Dudley Sterry 3 C C 5 8.0 2
David Golightly C C 3 5 8.0 2
Duncan Stephens C C 7 7.0 1
Mike Workman C C 7 7.0 1
Simon Groves C C 2 4 6.0 2
Michael Leete 3 C C 3 6.0 2
David Miller 1 C C 5 6.0 2
Tris White C C 6 6.0 1
John Bell C C 5 5.0 1
Dick Bolt C C 5 5.0 1
Nigel Jones C C 5 5.0 1
David Symons C C 5 5.0 1
Gary Browning C C 1 3 4.0 2
Brian Partridge 1 C C 3 4.0 2
Alan Selwood 1 C C 3 4.0 2
Stuart Bartlett C C 3 3.0 1
Harry Butcher C C 3 3.0 1
Rob Hawarth C C 3 3.0 1
Joshua Moss 3 C C 3.0 1
Neal Vile C C 3 3.0 1
Tony Branson C C 2 2.0 1
Peter Jones C C 1 1.0 1
John Ludford 1 C C 1.0 1
Terry Mattin C C 1 1.0 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith C C 1 1.0 1
Rory Pope C C 1 1.0 1
Adrian Tucker-Peake C C 1 1.0 1
Roger Goldthorpe C C 1 1.0 1
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
14th September Yorkshire VSCC * 
22nd September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
5th October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
12th/13th October Welsh VSCC * 
13th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
19th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC invite 
20th October Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
27th October Tamar L&NC Championship (C/M) 
9th November Lakeland VSCC * 
3rd November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
17th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
24th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
24th November Neil Westcott Exmoor Championship (M) 
1st December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 
2014    
4th January Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
19th January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
26th January Exmoor North Devon Championship (C/M) 
2nd February Cotswold Clouds Stroud Championship (C) 
2nd February North Coast Camel Vale * 
9th February Launceston L&NC * 
15th February Northern Fell Side Championship (C/M) 
23rd February Chairman’s Holsworthy Championship (M) 
1st March Derbyshire VSCC * 
2nd March March Hare Falcon ACTC invite 
2nd March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
16th March Bovey Down Windwhistle ACTC invite 
23rd March Torbay Torbay MC Championship (C/M) 
6th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
12th April Scottish VSCC * 
18th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
11th May Ilkley Ilkley MC Championship (C/M) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 


