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ACTC Council has agreed that we are going to bind versions of our magazines for 
posterity. This will cover Four Wheels Out and Wheelspin from the Brian Cope era and 
Restart, initially the Anne  Templeton Restarts. Brian very kindly donated Four Wheels 
Out and Wheelspin, but I am short of 2 issues of Four Wheels Out, namely January 
1984 and July 1987. If you have these and are happy to donate them please let me 
know—please don’t send them yet! Brian had duplicate copies and Barry Kirtton has 
taken these for the MCC. 
 
Re the Anne Templeton Restarts I am looking for a full set. Not sure what the exact 
dates are………. Jonathan has July 1991 to December 1997. The latter is correct, as my 
first Restart was March 1998, but the last Wheelspin I have is May 1990, so was there a 
year without a magazine? If you would like to donate yours please let me know. 
 
I will be contacting the National Motor Museum at Beaulieu to see if they would like to 
house the bound volumes. They have a great archive of trial photos from the 1930s, so 
this would be a good home for our magazines. Another possible location is the MAC 
archive at Shelsley Walsh, although I think Beaulieu would be preferable. 
 
Next I think ACTC council need to consider archiving the very many photographic CDs I 
have—sorry once a librarian, always a librarian! An agenda item for the next meeting I 
think. 
 
A couple of weeks ago we went to marshal on the VSCC’s Welsh Trial. The VSCC 
always man a Clee section for us, so this was by way of saying thank you. In fact 
Jonathan marshalled and I took some photos. One of the things that struck me about the 
event was the number of women drivers, who take part, indeed at least one crew of four 
were all female! Why don’t ACTC events attract more women drivers?  Another 
observation was the large number of spectators. Apologies for two sets of VSCC photos 
in this issue, but I can only publish what is sent to me!  Enough said!!!! 
 
With one of my other hats on work is in full swing for the 2013 Clee Hills Trial. We hope 
to have a full entry again, and we have had interest already from the VSCC, so please 
get your entry in early. 
 
Keep in touch with www.cleehillstrial.info.  
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I need to start by apologising to Pat and to 
you all for the lateness of this issue, which 
has been caused by my inability to get my 
act together. Sorry, Sorry, Sorry 
 
I have to make it plain that the following 
represents the unregulated thoughts of 
Simon Woodall. The ACTC Council 
representatives are seeing this at the 
same time as you and it should therefore 
not be considered to be official ACTC 
Policy. They are my thoughts, put down in 
the hope of provoking some discussion 
and getting the ball of change rolling. 
 
Is it time for a change of viewpoint in 
our technical regulations? We have a 
rule which states (roughly) that you can 
change the engine for one which is of the 
same manufacture and configuration as 
the original.  This was originally written to 
allow the use of pre-crossflow 1500 Ford 
engines into 100E’s – a very popular 
rallying mod in the 1960s. It was then 
picked up by the class 6 VW fraternity to 
fit “Type 4” engines and more recently to 
replace older Ford units with Zetec and 
Duratec engines to take advantage of 
modern engine management systems.   
I’ve always been a supporter of these 
mods in the past, as I think that many of 
our competitors derive some of their 
pleasure from the modifying and fettling of 
their vehicles (even those that just have 
the ideas but don’t do the work 
themselves). This is great for those in the 
sport, but I’m starting to feel that it is 
causing a gap between the current 
contender and the newcomer which is 
getting harder and harder to close. Is it 
time therefore to step back from this 
position and to insist that we go back to 

original engines? Easy to say, but not 
quite so easy to implement. We have to 
consider those that have spent money 
engineering a car within the rules which 
might not now be legal. We have to 
consider that whilst reducing the level of 
modification that can be done to a 
production car makes it easier for the 
newcomer in his near standard machine, it 
also risks extending the gap between 
Class 8 and the production classes at a 
time when consideration needs to be 
given to reining in the performance of that 
class. There was a time when class 4 was 
considered to be the “starter” class, - buy 
a cheap Beetle, turn up and have a go 
with not too many restarts to worry about - 
but now it requires the use of a fairly 
sophisticated engine to get anywhere. 
Maybe this class too needs reigning in? 
The trick with rules is to identify where you 
want to go, and then to try to write the rule 
plugging as many of the loop holes that 
you can, and if necessary compromising 
the end target to achieve the greatest 
gain. 
 
This is my (possibly too radical for some) 
target. It is written as ideas not hard and 
fast rules and some things will probably 
have to go by the board when we try to 
turn ideas into print :- 
Class 1 - No immediate changes, 
certainly no approval of ATB diffs 
Class 2 - I see no immediate need for 

change, but the current class 
structure does include the 
word production. Should we 
be looking more closely at 
bodywork changes? 

Class 3 - A return to Kent/Pinto/
TwinCam engines in Escorts; 
Removal of the Type 9 
Gearboxes 

Class 4 - Single Carburettor Engines 
only; Imp variants up to 925cc 
on 12” wheels; Skodas up to 
1400cc 

Class 5 - a) No immediate change, but 
we need to be aware that 
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Holsworthy M.C.'s Taw and Torridge 
trial on 23rd September provided a very 
wet and muddy start to the second half of 
the 2012 championship.  
 
The demanding conditions resulted in 
single figure scores for only Dean 
Partington (4) and Mike Chatwin (7) in 
the highly effective class 8 DP Wasps. 

Their nearest challengers in class 8, Bryn 
Corfield, Dean Yarrington, Dudley 
Sterry and Emma Robilliard were all on 
32, although Holsworthy's Colin Jeffery, 
with another brilliant performance in the 
superbly prepared Escort in class 3, was 
actually second overall on 22.  
  
Heavy rain in the afternoon resulted in the 
normally popular Langtree Common 
section having to be abandoned after 
several cars slid uncontrollably into the 
same tree causing considerable damage, 
worst affected being Dean Vowden in the 
immaculate V 2 litre engined "Notchback" 
who was not a happy man! Whether his 
award for the best prepared car (at the 
start!) was sufficient compensation is 
doubtful! 
 

some of the Scimitars are 
sporting Zetec engines and 
therefore any change to what 
happens in class 3 may have 
a knock on effect on them. 
b) Allow postwar engines in 
otherwise standard class 2 
cars.  This would allow a 
Reliant or A-Series engine in 
an Austin 7 for example. 

Class 6 -  No Type 4 Engines in 
Beetles; Imp variants over 
925cc, allowed to run 13” 
wheels 

Class 7 -  With the points system to 
define where a “Modified 
Beyond” become a class 8 
special this class should not 
need further amendment 

Class 8 - As this remains a free 
formula class in technical 
terms I can see no sensible 
way of controlling their 
performance by technical 
means. This has to be down 
to Clerks of Course to use the 
options at their disposal. A 
subject for another column! 

 
There are lots of tricky bits in these ideas. 
I’ve always believed that there is little 
point in banning something if you cannot 
scrutineer it. I don’t want to get into a 
situation where people have to take their 
cars to be scrutineered (and sealed) prior 
to an event. Competitors always seem 
reluctant to protest vehicles, and even 
those competitors who prefer the quiet 
word in a officials ear can sometimes be 
reluctant to actually name and shame. 
John Blakeley has been obliged to step 
back from his impressive performance of 
being at every event, and the first couple 
of events this autumn suggest that the 
appointment of a club scrutineer is a 
return to the dark ages of 20 years ago. 
With no standardisation, no feedback and 
certainly no hope of understanding a 
radically new technical formula. 
 
There are my ideas for the future out in 
the open. Now it’s down to competitors 
and organisers to discuss them and pull 
them apart. 
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ASWMC contenders as usual featured 
prominently in the results. In spite of an 
influx of Mazda MX5s and Suzuki
(resulting in class 5 now challenging class 
8 for the biggest class entry) Keith 
Sanders once again dominated this class 
to further consolidate his championship 
lead Dave Haizelden (Class1 Golf) and 
Duncan Stephens (Class 7 Melos) 
however were also class winners, both 
strongly maintaining their championship 
challenge in 2nd and 3rd places, very 
close behind Keith, while James 
Shallcross dropped to 4th place as a 
result ofjust losing out to both Dave and 
Nic Cleal in the very tightly fought Class 1 
battle. 
 
Stephen Glover moved up into 7th place 
in the championship above Bill Bennett 
and Dick Bolt as a result of an excellent 
3rd place in a well supported class 6, won 
by Adrian Marfell, new in this class(?). 
and Peter Jones and Ben Dixey were 
the leading Suzuki and MX5 contenders.  
  
Minehead's Exmoor Clouds, re-
affirming its reputation as the West 
Country's most car challenging trial, once 
again saw Keith Sanders (on 48) and 
Duncan Stephens (on 45) victorious in 
classes 5 and 7, both gaining a point on 
Dave Haizelden (62) who although 
winning the class lost out because of the 
minimal two car class 1 entry. Stephen 
Glover also won a two car class 6, albeit 
with a very respectable score of 56. 
 
Bill Bennett made a welcome re-
appearance in the J2 MG dropping 52 to 
beat John Bell's T type (64) for the class 
win, but losing a front wing (I am told) in 
the process. Peter Jones, facing the ever 
increasing class 5 competition finishing 
3rd in class behind Nick Deacon in yet 
another "new" Suzuki X90. 
 
Stroud's Ebworth Woods trial on 20th 
October saw Duncan Stephens achieve 
yet another class 7 win, which resulted in 

him overtaking both Dave Haizelden, 
who retired on the first round, and Keith 
Sanders (who gave this one a miss) to 
become the new championship leader. 
Nigel Moss finished second to Paul 
Bartleman in class 8 to belatedly enter 
the competition in 17th place and Simon 
Groves (5th in class 8) now moves ahead 
of Tristan White who has not been out 
since the Kyrle. 
 
North Devon's Tarka Trial suffered from 
a much reduced entry, probably because 
of  three local championship trials taking 
place on consecutive weekends however 
those that competed enjoyed another 
excellent Steve Knight event in dry 
conditions. Stephen and Dan Glover 
were rewarded with yet another class win 
to move up to now contest 4th place in 
the championship table with James 
Shallcross.  
  
Although Duncan Stephens now leads the 
Championship he has now competed in 8 
rounds to Keith’s 7. and one more class 
win from Keith  means he has attained an 
unbeatable score of 8 maximums. 
However however Duncan has now 
also achieved  seven maximums and with 
still 4 rounds to go is almost certain to 
also  attain a maximum score and force a 
tiebreak, in which case the 
result might well  go down to the final 
round, Camel Vale's  Camel Classic on 
2nd December. 
  
Note that the date for  Wooldridge's 
revamped Hardy Trial was changed from 
11th to the 18th of November , which is 
not as  has been shown in the ASWMC 
calendar . 
  
Launceston's Tamar Trial follows this 
week-end, October having been 
an exceptionally  busy month for South 
West triallists 
 
Brian Alexander 
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I  started typing this ‘Spin’ into my 
computer on the 1st September, 
summer is over, or never was, the 
September ACTC Council meeting is 

just two weeks away and Classic Trials 
restart this month. At least this year the 
ground should be sufficiently wet for good 
trials early in the second half of the 
season. It has been so very wet this 
summer, my own club had to cancel our 
MSA/BTRDA championship PCT in mid 
June as the ground was just too wet. We 
eventually ran it in mid August but it was 
touch and go on the actual day and we 
delayed the start by half an hour due to a 
huge down pour of rain. It must all be to 
do with climate change! Watching the best 
PCT drivers in the country driving on 
waterlogged ground is quite something, so 
much good throttle control. 
 
I managed my usual 3 days marshalling at 
the Goodwood Festival of Speed in the 
company of Chris Phillips. Windy and wet 
we had our trialing gear on for most of the 
3 days. As usual there were lots of 
interesting cars and drivers there as well 
as a number of Classic trials people 
spectating. The changeable weather and 
damp track made for some exciting runs 
up the hill for both the two and four wheel 
brigade. 
 
I was very lucky in being able to test drive 
the new Morgan Three Wheeler on a nice 
warm afternoon. It is just fantastic, a great 
deal of ‘grunt’, a wonderful noise and 
great road-holding. In fact the ride is 
smother than my old four wheeler. But the 

noise, with the twin exhaust pipes you can 
only actually hear one cylinder from the 
driving seat and it sounds as if you are 
driving a Manx Norton or BSA Gold Star. If 
you get the opportunity to drive one, jump 
at the chance. On the way back from 
driving the Mog I stopped off in Ledbury to 
attend an evening motor-cycle grass track 
racing event for solo’s and sidecars. Its 
many years since I have been to a grass 
track meeting and I had forgotten hoe 
exciting they are. Lots of very close racing 
with plenty of fast moving action. If there is 
one on near you go and have a look, I am 
sure you will enjoy it.  
 
Further to my last ‘Spin’ when I wrote 
about passenger seating. Now that trials 
have started again keep and eye on how 
passengers are behaving, if they are not 
correctly seated, tell them. Do this if you 
are competing, marshalling or just 
spectating. A good, or bad example of 
passenger seating appeared on the front 
cover of the latest MCC ‘Triple’ magazine, 
the passenger of a red Dellow appears to 
be sitting on the top of the seat backrest, 
take a look. 
 
July was a busy month with several 
events. Together with five friends we 
drove three cars down to the Classic Le 
Mans race. The two MGB’s and my 
Morgan made it there and back with no 
problems. The weather was not so good 
this time being cool and showery. We got 
a good soaking in France on the way 
down as all three of us erected hoods in a 
massive downpour, we eventually dried up 
and found one of those great set lunches 
for 12 euro’s, four courses and wine in a 
small village well off the main roads. Our 
run down was all on minor back roads 
without any traffic other than the odd 
tractor. We all remarked on what good 
condition even the French back roads are 
compared to our potholed roads. The 
racing and 600+ cars entered for the races 
were great and we spent a long time in 
each of the six paddocks. Weather at the 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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circuit was windy with showers and not 
really warm but we had a good time 
wrapped up in trialing gear. The run back 
on the Monday was very good, warm sun 
and top down all the way up through 
France to the ferry and then a top down 
drive home from Portsmouth on a dark 
mild night. The Classic Le Mans is held 
every two years and I can really 
recommend it. 
 
Home for a few days and then back to the 
Goodwood area as I had taken on a last 
minute job of navigating the course 
closing car of the Historic Endurance Rally 
Organisation’s Summer Trial. This event is 
not a trial but the same as the Scottish 
Malts that I have previously written about. 
The Summer Trial attracts lots of 
beginners and European entries. We 
suffered from the normal summer rain but 
did manage to start each of the three days 
in dry sunshine. The event was based at 
the Goodwood Park Hotel and used parts 
of Lord March’s drive for special tests. 
There were also tests at Brooklands, 
Beaulie, Thruxton and Dunsfold airport 
where ‘Top Gear’ is based. In between the 
tests there were lots of regularity sections 
on some lovely country roads. The award 
presentation dinner was actually in the 
ballroom of Lord March’s house, very 
impressive. Running at the back and 
collecting the marshals check sheets it 
surprised me how many very experienced 
marshals had made mistakes by not 
reading the instructions for that particular 
control. So always read the instructions 
when marshalling, you might learn 
something. 
 
The September ACTC Council meeting 
went well and we finished A.O.B. and the 
meeting in good time, and then had tea 
and then all went home. 
 
Nice to see vice president Alan Foster 
driving his recently restored Morgan +8 in 
a production car trial, pictured on the front 
cover of the Morgan Sports Car Club 

October ‘Miscellany’ magazine. Alan is 
really using his car as I watched him 
competing at the Autumn Classic Prescott 
hill climb yesterday and I know he has 
recently covered several thousand miles 
driving it in the Alps. 
 
Sad news to see the recent passing of 
Peter James, the designer and 
manufacturer of the Troll. Peter had been 
ill for some time. His car gave me 15 
years of fun and good competition. 
 
I volunteered to act as a Driving 
Standards Observer on the Edinburgh 
trial. I was positioned on the exit from 
Putwell 1 & 2 where the track passes 
through several gates and past the farm 
buildings which are now nice weekend 
cottages. I am very pleased to report that 
all the 142 competitors who made it to the 
top of Putwell 2 then closed gates and 
rode or drove quietly and slowly past the 
houses, well done. However, around 90% 
of the riders or drivers complained about 
the roughness of both Putwell sections. 
The consensus seems to be that Putwell 
is well past its ‘use by date’ unless some 
serious repair work is carried out. It is 
such a shame as the views from exit track 
are really wonderful. 
 
If you keep your old ‘Restart’ magazines 
Adrian Tucker-Peak has found a supplier 
of some nice binders to keep them in. The 
binders will take ‘Restart’ and the MCC 
‘Triple’ and they are available in a nice 
dark blue. Go to Modern Bookbinders at 
www.modernbookbinders.com and search 
for ‘Cordex’ A5 size binders. I recently 
purchased some and am very pleased 
with the looks and quality. 
 
That’s it; hope to see you on a trial 
somewhere soon. 
 

Stuart Harrold 
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Fifteen Mad Days in March 
by David Golightly 
 

“ You didn’t tell me they were all one 
after another did you”? “Well no, but 
then you didn’t ask and you know I 
like a good adventure, it takes my 

mind off the pressure of the day job”. So 
began 15 mad days in March, 3 trials in 3 
consecutive weekends. First up was the 
John Harris Derbyshire Trial, a VSCC 
event for Vintage cars (pre1931).  This is 
the one round of the VSCC championship 
on which we have never scored 
particularly well, I think mainly because 
the most of the hills are not that steep and 
with our Ford Model A having an engine 
better suited to the role of sea anchor, 
tipping the nose up high transfers a lot of 
weight to the rear and so increases 
traction. With this in mind I decided to 
experiment with a softer rear spring and a 
little added ballast in the form of a large 
bottle jack etc stored in the rear. Just to 
give us the best chance a new pair of 
Michelins were fitted to the rear. 
 
We arrived at Chatsworth nice and early 
on Saturday 3rd March to be one of the 
first in the queue for scrutineering. For 
those not familiar with VSCC events the 
field is divided up and each entrant is 
given a start hill which of course you must 
tackle first. As the hills usually get 
chewed up quickly, arriving early and 
having a ‘good’ hill to start at can make all 
the difference. This year we felt we had 
been very lucky to draw Clough Wood as 
our start hill. If we had made the right 
difference to ‘Bertha’ and we were in with 
a ‘shout’ then Jonathan Mellor and Don 
Skelton were our likely competitors for a 
win with a few others not far behind. A 
virgin and slightly revised version of hill 
lay in front us as Mr Mellor lined up on his 
start hill, the adjacent Mill Close Mine 
(any current MCC competitors will be 
familiar with these hills from the 
Edinburgh Trial) We scored a maximum 

25 (VSCC score their hills from zero at 
the bottom to 25 at the top) on both our 
start hill and Mill Close Mine and as 
Jonathan only managed 12 on Mill Close 
we were pretty sure Bertha was now in 
with a chance. 
 
On the Derbyshire the hills are in groups 
and you must complete the group and 
then move on to the next group, but you 
are free to choose the order in the group. 
The one hill that I think is key to winning 
this event is Grange Wood. It has a tricky 
off camber bend just after the start, it 
chews up badly after a few cars and we 
have never scored higher than 4, so we 
made a bee line as fast as we dared to 
that hill which is a bit out on a limb. 
Walking is allowed on most VSCC hills 
but soon after I started walking it began to 
spit with rain I rushed back to where Carla 
had already dropped the tyres to the 
allowed 7psi on the Michelins. With much 
haste we set off and for the first time we 
not only passed number 4 we also arrived 
at the stop restart line catching the 
marshal napping as he wasn’t expecting 
anyone up that far. We eased away from 
the restart and climbed all the way to the 
25 winding in and out of the trees as we 
went. Bertha certainly had a lot more 
traction now but at a price. The price 
being more understeer and this had 
resulted in me just clipping the number 20 
peg and so 5 valuable points were lost, 
but hey it was now raining quite a bit so 
anything could happen.  
 
It was off to the 3 Dudwood hills for us 
where Jonathon had achieved a hill best 
of 22 on Dudwood Dragon. We could only 
manage 17 there but did manage 25 on 
both the other hills in this group. Two new 
hills north of Bakewell were next on the 
list and the rain was getting worse. These 
unknown sections were very grassy and 
with the rain very slippery as the Mellors 
found out to their cost with a poor 6 on 
Rupert’s Revenge and 25 on its 
neighbour. I looked at the sky and taking 
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into account the weather forecast 
suggested we had just enough time in 
hand to go for a spot of lunch and return 
in say an hour. Carla was of the opposite 
opinion, but fortunately wise words from 
friend Stan Peel convinced her to accept 
my advice. It worked a treat, after our 
spot of lunch, the rain had stopped, the 
sun was shining and tracks were drying. 
With 25’s on both hills we headed for the 
village of Beeley with the feeling that a 
win was possible, but time was tight. Of 
course with the VSCC system you rarely 
get to see what your main competitors 
have done but the grapevine somehow 
gets word around and the talk was it was 
between the Skeltons and us. The Beeley 
hills are a doddle normally for Berthas 
prodigious power and so was the case 
this time with two more 25 scores.  
 
This just left the three hills at Butts 
Quarry, hills that we had fared badly on at 
the Christmas PWA7 meeting and on top 
of that it on the way it was sleeting. We 
had to rely on a following Stan Peel for 
route instructions at one point as failing 
brakes and poor visibility resulted in a 
missed signpost. Eventually we arrived at 
Butts and a quick reccy’ revealed Don 
Skelton had cleaned all three earlier in 
the day so the pressure was on us. The 
local VSCC crowd were marshalling our 
first hill and just added to the pressure by 
saying we would easily clean these. With 
only the handbrake working now steady 
was the order of the day and it worked 
three more 25’s in the bag. Flat out 
(45mph) back to Chatsworth saw us 
make the deadline with just 10 mins to 
spare. Had we done enough to take that 
elusive win? Don was nowhere to be 
seen, the Mellors had gone home early as 
they had fallen out of contention. David 
Barker seemed to think we had won and 
on that basis claimed a kiss from Carla. 
Well when the results were finally posted 
we had to give best to Don and Helen 
Skelton in Ethel their Austin 7 special. 
They had matched us score for score all 

day, but crucially had scored a brilliant full 
25 on Grange Wood where I had clipped 
the 20 marker dropping the 5 points they 
beats us into second place with. Hey Ho 
there is always another day and 
anywhere in the top ten on this excellent 
run event would have felt great. Good 
planning, a few inspired choices and 
some good luck gave us an excellent 
result. No time to dwell on what might 
have been we had to get ready for The 
Mechanics. 
 
The first job on returning home was to 
check for any damage and then find out 
what had happened to the brakes. Well 
no important damage to anything else but 
the brake master cylinder bracket was in 
two pieces (Bertha has been converted to 
hydraulic brakes which makes a big 
improvement on the original rods). With 
the time available a sticking plaster job 
was all that could be done and given the 
heady top speed of just 45 mph and an 
excellent handbrake I felt I could manage 
to drive allowing a safe margin. We also 
decided to save our best tyres for the 
VSCC events.  
 
So off we headed to Stonehouse staying 
at the Travelodge less than a mile from 
the start venue at SKF Bearings making 
for a relatively easy Sunday morning 
getaway. With competitors running in 
order and leaving at minute intervals 
there wasn’t any VSCC style forward 
planning required.  With no walking 
allowed and no stop restarts for class 2 it 
was a fairly straightforward day. Just get 
to the section set the tyre pressures and 
do it. John Bell looked to be our main 
competitor for class honours and all 
seemed rosy in our garden with us 
cleaning the first five hills whilst John 
scored a 6on Hobbs Choice, OS4. On 
OS6 Sapseeds Big Surprise a tricky 
downhill section to a 90 right and then a 
long climb we came unstuck at a tree 
root. as did John and we both collected 
five penalty points for our trouble. Another 
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tree root caught the pair of us out on OS7 
Mini Hoskin with four penalty points 
apiece this time. The next section Don’t 
Blink to my mind was totally pointless and 
a blot on a good event. Halfway along a 
track there was a Junction left, there were 
no markers, it wasn’t a natural track, 
basically without actually looking up in the 
trees at just the right moment it was 
invisible and to prove my point nobody 
saw it. So everyone, not only scored 6 
penalty points, but we all missed the 
chance to climb what looked like a nice 
demanding end to the section. What 
would have been even worse, say 
halfway through, someone had by chance 
seen it and turned, his tyre marks would 
have given the clue to the rest of the field 
so skewing the result. I will say no more. 
It was fairly academic for us because on 
the timed tie deciders Bertha’s brakes 
failed and on both occasions we overshot 
the lines collecting 12 extra penalty points 
dropping us to second in class and 
another ear bashing from my dear 
partner. The remaining observed sections 
were no problem with cleans on them all. 
David Wall won outright with a superb 
score of only 7 penalty points, whilst John 
Bell collected 21 penalty points in his MG, 
giving him a well deserved 18th overall 
and a class 2 win. We had a broken 
motor car and only five days to fix her 
before heading off for Herefordshire. Was 
this really a good idea? Some midnight oil 
saw Bertha ready for action and the next 
Friday we left for the Welsh border. 
 
The format of the VSCC Herefordshire is 
unique in the trialling world, with a start 
time of 12 noon on the Saturday at How 
Capel. Half the sections are on Saturday 
afternoon and the remainder of the hills 
on Sunday morning and a finish back at 
How Capel just after lunch, leaving 
competitors and marshals alike plenty of 
time to return home on Sunday evening. 
Socially there is a nice twist with a meal 
laid on in the big hall at How Capel on the 
Saturday evening with good food and 

drink for those who want it. A nominated 
start hill for both Saturday and Sunday is 
the order of the day but other than that 
the order is free. The layout is quite 
compact on Saturday but much more 
spread out on the Sunday meaning one 
eye on the clock is a good idea on 
Sunday. As you receive your start hills in 
advance you can gain an advantage by 
planning your section order when you 
know the weather forecast the previous 
evening and I have to admit, this is an 
extra element to trialling that I enjoy. The 
weather is never very kind to Clerk of the 
Course Mark Garford, being either too dry 
or too wet but Mark is usually up to the 
challenge and this year was no exception. 
With gallons of discarded cider being 
poured down one hill and an optional stop 
restart that was rewarded with 10 extra 
points if you took up the challenge and 
made it to the top of the hill. Good Game 
or what.  
 
This is an event that Carla and I have 
nearly always excelled on so it was a 
great disappointment to hit yet another 
marker on only our second hill and this 
time it was the number 15 dropping 10 
valuable points. I should point out to non 
VSCC members that the championship is 
a running total of your scores on each 
event, so not only were the points lost on 
the event they also can affect your 
championship position throughout the 
year. Boy was I in the mire. Carla spent 
the rest of the event chastising me for 
going too fast at that point and not 
trusting enough in Bertha‘s ability and the 
worst thing was she was absolutely right. 
This really focused the mind and with the 
scatter format it is almost impossible to 
know how others are performing until the 
scores are all in, so you just have to focus 
on your own efforts. Well we scored 
maximum 25’s on all the other hills and 
collected the extra 10 points for the 
optional restart plus we were one of the 
few who managed the other stop restart 
at Chandos Farm Unfortunately that only 
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netted 4 points back on those who failed, 
which included our arch rival Don Skelton. 
At the evening break we were down in 
19th spot with 10 clean sheets.  
 
What would Sunday bring?  Well an early 
start to make sure we had an early run 
through our start hill, Royal Bounty. Being 
in the shade of woodland, this section has 
little gradient and is more about traction 
through deep mud and even deeper ruts. 
Just about ideal for Bertha’s latest format. 
She did just romp home to the 25 marker. 
We had chosen to have a look at the next 
nearest section Herbert’s Hump, which, 
while drier than for many a year, 
appeared to be cutting up badly near the 
finish, causing cars to under steer out the 
course.  We decided to do it, scored yet 
another 25 and heard that Don had only 
managed 22.  
 
We appeared to be clawing our way back 
into contention  We drove on to Sipping 
Cider where the aforementioned waste 
had been released from bowsers which 
had then ‘worked it into the section and to 
add to the drama it had begun to rain. 
Well the section runs through part of the 
orchard then you wade through a water 
splash, immediately climb an off camber 
120 degree bend which 
is just mud and grass 
and if you manage that 
lot, after a few hundred 
yards there is another 
off camber climb 
between gate posts and 
then you have arrived at 
the Bowser’s Bog. Well 
we just made it around 
the first climb, missing 
the markers by 
millimetres and arrived 
as fast as I dared at the 
bog and Carla bounced 
so hard she couldn’t 
even manage to 
congratulate me as we emerged passed 
the 25 marker, one of only a handful of 

cars to do so. We really felt elated after 
that, to hell with the result this was brilliant 
fun. ‘Shame you hit that marker’ could still 
be heard echoing around Bertha’s cockpit 
though.  
 
25s on the remaining hills saw us heading 
to the finish with a clean card from 
Sundays hills. Nobody who was clean on 
Saturday had a clean sheet on Sunday. 
Keith Dobinson in an Austin 7 deservedly 
won outright with just three points 
dropped on Sipping Cider Simon Price  
also 7 mounted, came home 2nd with just 
four points dropped on Saturdays 
Chandos. Don managed 3rd having lost 6 
points in total over both days. Our 10 
points for the marker demoted us to 7th 
overall such was the competition. Three 
trials into the VSCC season and three 
different winners, could we make it four 
on the Scottish? Well it was a hectic 15 
days but well worth the effort and I have 
another challenge in line for Carla! She 
wanted to try the Kyrle for the first time 
and I wanted to try and gain my first 
VSCC win on the Scottish. Problem was 
the Scottish is, unsurprisingly in Scotland 
on the Saturday with the Kyrle in Wales 
the following day. Well Bertha was up for 
it! 

David and Carla on the 2011 Herefordshire Trial 
(Photo by Don Stringer) 
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Taw & Torridge Trial  
23rd September 2012  
by Duncan Stephens 
  

H olsworthy Motor Club were all 
ready for a dry Taw & Torridge 
trial on Sunday 23rd September, 
but then that plan was thrown 

out of the window with torrential rain all 
day and the trial saw tyre pressure limits 
been abandoned from the start. If the trial 
had been the day before dust would 
probably have been the issue, not 10 
degrees and rain more akin to Camel 
Classic weather! 
 
Team DP Wasp had driven both cars 
down in the rain, in what was going to be 
a very long and wet day for Mike, Peter, 
Dean and Liam. Duncan Stephens had 
come down overnight following a wedding 
reception, with his freshly painted Melos. 
Duncan had left Helen at home, who once 
again had elected to miss a wet trial 
somehow. 
 
Class 8 were first away from Clovelly and 
soon joined a queue of bikes at Cutcliffe 
Lane with a tricky restart and it was 
extremely slippery further up the section. 
Only five cars in classes 6-8 got off the 
restart and out of the top, these being 
Dean Yarranton, Emma Robilliard having 
her first drive of Groover’s Troll, the two 
Wasps and Duncan Stephens who had to 
clutch it up passed the finish when the 
engine started missing. Classes 1-3 had a 
much easier time of it with all but Pete 
Bishop climbing out of the top. Pete was 
to retire the Panda after the second 
section. However the massive class 5, 
with ten competitors, didn’t fare so well. 
Luke Blaber, who had moved from his 
diesel 205 to an MX5 struggled on his first 
hill in rear wheel drive but got the hang of 
it as the day went on to finish 2nd in 
class. He commented that picking tyre 
pressures was more challenging in class 
5.  

A short trip to the Wembsworthy complex 
and the first special test and two very 
different sections, starting on rock and 
gravel before finishing on what started as 
grass and no doubt ended in mud. Mike 
Chatwin could be heard blasting out of the 
top of the first hill, shortly followed by a 
restrained trickle from Dean, who has 
learnt far too much from his PCTs! The 
tight hairpins proved too much for many, 
before getting to the grass. Duncan was 
the only other competitor to climb the first, 
trickling out of the top. The second hill 
included a steep start with the restart box 
across a track, on the crest and before 
two big bumps on grass. Emma caught 
the trickle on two punctures and trickled 
slowly up to the 1, which Dean was the 
only person to better. Colin Jeffery 
equalled Emma’s score in his Escort with 
his crossflow screaming, which must have 
been a brilliant climb.  
 
Class 7/8 detoured right down into the 
woods, with Adrian’s Aisle mixing the 
running order up completely. The section 
didn’t prove too difficult, but getting out of 
the top was much harder, as passing 
through the gate into the field everyone 
slid straight off the camber and had to be 
manhandled by all the other class 7/8 
competitors to get out. Charles Shopland 
was to retire shortly after having had 
engine problems, a front puncture and a 
wheel bearing starting to collapse - he 
thought he would quit while it was still 
driveable. 
 
Ade Marfell was now first on the road with 
Bart in the back in his newly engined 
immaculate orange Beetle. The next 
complex of five hills was going to decide 
the trial, all offering basically no grip at all, 
but with Bart reeling Ade in from the back 
seat they flew up Week Vale, and were 
the only ones to do so until the Duratec 
Escorts of Aaron and Ken Bassett arrived. 
Class 7/8 had a restart half way up, which 
saw Dudley trickle off and out of the top 
with no effort at all, Mike struggle over the 
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crest a little at the 5, and Dean 
disappeared in a cloud of smoke for what 
was going to be his only points of the day. 
Keith Sanders was the only other climb of 
the day and joined a queue at The Loop.  
 
The Loop wasn’t a full loop this year to 
stop everyone sliding back in the trees but 
was taking a while to get out of the deep 
mud at the bottom. The Wasps were the 
only clears with Dean climbing right out 
and onto the track.  
 
A few yards along the track was Across 
The Stream, which should perhaps be 
renamed Across The Tree Root. Starting 
in water all had a restart just up a steep 
bank on a bend with a tree root diagonally 
across the whole box. This proved to be 
far too much for everyone apart from the 
two Deans (Yarranton/Partington).  
 
Tarzan was under the watchful eyes of 
Tristan White, Andrew, Lorraine and 
Claire Rippon who were probably glad 
their cars weren’t ready, as it saved a lot 
of washing the next day. A fairly 
innocuous looking climb up to the restart 
and beyond, until you turned onto the 
bank and found it was like glass with no 
grip. Only the Deans, Mike, Bryn, Paul 
Rogers, Sticker and Colin got to the 
restart, only two got away well enough to 
climb to the 0 who made it look very easy 
apparently. 
 
The last section in these woods, Week 
Bottom, looked horrible from the bottom, 
and was a test of how committed you dare 
be into the bend that was covered in very 
slippery looking mud, before slotting 
between the trees. Those that climbed to 
the restart on the last hill got through the 
trees and to the second climb of this 
section too, with the addition of Ade which 
apparently was a wild ride first car!  
 
The second special test was on the exit 
track from the woods with a simple layout 
where James Shallcross was fastest from 
Richard Pentney in a Suzuki X90!! 

A very welcome late lunch break could be 
enjoyed if you wanted, or just push onto 
the next hills, still six more hills to go, and 
it was already around 3pm! Tuckers Mill 
was next with a restart half way up the 
straight climb. This was easy for class 8, 
the Escorts were getting off, so when 
Duncan got stuck and had to bounce hard 
of the restart it was a shock, but then the 
engine started missing again costing four 
points.  
 
Watergate was next and proved a 
welcome relieve with all but Chris 
Redmore climbing straight out of the top. 
Just down the track was Graham’s Hill 
which crossed a stream before the restart. 
This caught a handful of competitors who 
were probably getting a bit weary but now. 
 
Langtree Common was next just off the 
road. Here Dave Haizelden announced he 
was having a bad day and was getting 
thrashed by the 205s, finding no grip what 
so ever (he ended up two points behind 
James the class winner). Up round the 
right hander probably stopped a lot, but 
the camber along the next bit inflicted a lot 
of damage to various Beetles, Dean 
Vowden’s lovely Notchback, and 
Duncan’s Melos, however the hill was 
removed from the results. 
 
Before the last two Henbury hills Dave H 
decided to not listen to Katie in the 
passenger seat and take a bit too much 
grass bank on the left and was suddenly 
in the ditch and on three wheels at a fair 
angle, needing to be towed out!! Henbury 
Extra called for totally flat tyres and full 
commitment round the bend as it was that 
slippery. Aaron lost second in class here 
with an 8, with only class 5 struggling 
consistently. News soon got up to the hill 
above that an X90 had climbed it though, 
driven by Richard Pentney, with Keith 
being the only other climb in the class.  
 
Henbury Castle restart was for all classes 
up the top. However, Arnie forgot to tell 
Sticker that who powered straight up with 
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three generations of Martin in the car, 
perhaps Jayelin should read the route 
card next time!! Only Keith, Colin and 
Aaron got off in the lower classes, but it 
proved much easier for classes 6-8.  
 
A long wet day concluded with the last 
cars getting back to Clovelly at nearly 
7pm. There were three fantastic drives 
justifiably rewarded with the top three 
overall placings. Dean won having 
dropped just 4 points, from fellow Wasp 
driver Mike who dropped seven in 
different places, followed by Colin in his 
Escort with a wonderful 22. The second 
hand looking Beetles of Ade and Paul 
completed the top five of what as a very 
tough September day’s trialling. The 
Wasps then had a 200+ mile journey 
home to test their dedication to the 
Wheelspin, both probably doing 600 miles 
in the day! Class 8 was incredibly close 
with Bryn Cornfield, Dean Yarranton, 
Dudley and Emma all finishing on thirty 
two points and next best in class behind 
the dominating Wasps. 

 
A huge thank you must be said to all the 
marshals that came out in such dreadful 
conditions and for all within Holsworthy 
Motor Club who helped put the trial on for 
forty bikes and forty three cars. 
 
Class 1 – James Shallcross (Peugeot 
205) 48 points, 18th overall 
Class 2 – John Bell (MG) 70 points, 28th 
overall 
Class 3 – Colin Jeffery (Ford Escort) 22 
points, 3rd overall 
Class 4 – No Entrants 
Class 5 – Keith Sanders (Scimitar SS1) 
33 points, 10th overall 
Class 6 – Adrian Marfell (VW Beetle) 27 
points, 4th overall 
Class 7 – Duncan Stephens (Dutton 
Melos) 33 points, 11th overall 
Class 8 – Mike Chatwin (DP Wasp) 7 
points, 2nd overall 
Overall – Dean Partington (DP Wasp) 4 
points 

Taw & Torridge Trial 2012 
by Keith Sanders 
 

T he second half of the season to 
kicked-off with the Taw and 
Torridge Trial on Sunday 23rd 
September, under pretty wet 

conditions following sustained heavy rain 
over the Saturday night. The entry list 
saw what must surely be a record for 
class 5 entries in a non-MCC event with 
11 entries and 10 starters. The existing 
X90s and MX5s being boosted by some 
“new kids on the block”, including Luke 
Blaber who’s just made the transition 
across from class 1. In contrast class 4 
was empty and John Bell was out on his 
own in class 2. 
 
Good to see some new faces out 
competing along with the welcome return 
of some “older” faces such as Sticker 

Martin (operating under the command of 
Arnie) and Greg Warren bouncing for 
Dean Vowden. 
 
So with scrutineering, signing-on and 
breakfast completed in that order it was 
off to section 1 Cutliffe Lane.  PR is very 
important in our sport and the route 
instructions often tell you to stop and give 
way to the public and that’s exactly what 
Richard Pentney did – pulling in tight to 
the hedge without realising there was a 
hidden 2ft ditch! After lots of grunting and 
pushing, 2 ropes and a Land Rover, soon 
he was on the way again. 
 
First section was Cutliffe Lane and it was 
no surprise that a fair queue had built up 
by the time we arrived, however once the 
restart, for classes 6-8, had finished 
things started flowing more quickly. This 
is a tough restart which caught about half 
of the class 8s. Notable climb here for 
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Duncan Stephens getting away and going 
clean in the class 7 Melos and for Dean 
Vowden getting as far as 3 in the VW 
Notchback. 
 
A quick blast through Wembsworthy 
Observed Test then down the field to 
Wembsworthy 1 holding control. From 
here we were able to watch some 
competitors ahead of us and as always 
the knack here is to get cleanly around the 
tight left-hander without burying your front 
wing in the bank opposite. Aaron 
Haizelden tried taking a different line by 
keeping right as he approached the left-
hander but this cunning plan was 
scuppered by a hidden ditch, which 
caused the car to fall off the track and cost 
him 9 points.  Last year I got around the 
left-hander but only by sustaining some 
front corner damage, not sure exactly 
what I did different this year but got 
around it fine and went on to score a “1” 
which I was pleased with.  
  
Wembsworthy 2 was bikes B1 & B2 only 
so on to Wembsworthy 3 which has a very 
hard restart, previously on a grass step 
but this year brought a car length back on 
to the lane for a fighting chance! The only 
clean sheet here went to Dean Partington 
in the class 8 Wasp but a very good climb 
from Colin Jeffery in the class 3 Escort 
who somehow managed to get over the 
two steps and burn his way to a “1”. 
 
Adrian’s Aisle was cancelled for all cars 
except class 7 & 8, not due to the section 
but the condition of the long access lane 
through the woods. The next sections for 
us were therefore those on Week Farm 
consisting Week Vale, The Loop, Across 
the Stream, Tarzan and Week Bottom. 
We managed to go clean on Week Vale 
and joined an elite club consisting Mike 
Chatwin and Dudley Sterry (both from 
restarts) and Adrian Marfel, Aaron 
Haizelden and Ken Basset (who perhaps 
tried too hard as his scores from here 
went downhill and he retired shortly 

afterwards). These woods also took their 
toll on the Beetles of Brian Andrew and 
Anthony Andrew who retired shortly 
afterwards. 
 
Like many people who survived, we came 
out of the woods with significantly more 
points than we entered so after blasting 
through Observed Test 2 we were glad to 
be back on the road and heading to the 
lunch halt. 
 
The next Section was Tuckers Mill with a 
restart for all car classes and tested the 
reversing skills of many drivers. 
Watergate saw almost everyone through 
without incident although I managed to 
pick up a puncture, which was odd as the 
tyre pressures weren’t particularly low and 
I was driving fairly gently!? 
 
Graham’s Hill restart only stopped a few 
cars so with Pencleve cancelled it was 
back on the road and heading to Langtree 
Common where we were greeted by Brian 
Alexander and the team of marshals who 
had just closed the section.  Apparently 
the top part had become very slippery and 
some significant damage had been 
caused to cars which had slid in to a tree 
– including a fair amount of damage to the 
previously immaculate VW Notchback of 
Dean Vowden and I believe rear wing 
damage to Adrian Marfell’s Beetle. 
 
From here we moved on to the final two 
sections – Hembury Xtra and Hembury 
Castle. From the score sheet it looks like 
the recovery Land Rover had been quite 
busy, pulling out most of the class 1 – 5 
cars. Dave Haizelden had a bit of a 
problem before he even got to the start, 
decided to keep well-left before the turn 
down to the start line and the Golf fell in to 
another deep hidden ditch and rested on 
the sump guard. People rushed back to 
their cars, he thought to grab their tow 
ropes, but instead returned with their 
cameras to ensure the embarrassment 
was captured! 
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I seem to remember last year that 
Hembury Castle was a bit of a “drive 
through” but quite different this year. The 
rain of the previous night had made the 
restart area very greasy. Sticker Martin 
blasted through without stopping for the 
restart – I’d blame the passenger! 
 
Congratulations to Dean Partington for 
first overall, only picking up 4 points all 
day, very closely followed by Mike 
Chatwin (who then had to drive the open 
top Wasp all the way back up the 
Midlands in heavy rain!). Class 7 went to 
Duncan Stephens, Adrian Marfell took 
class 6 (closely followed by Paul Rogers), 
I took the class 5 honours with 2nd place 
going to Luke Blaber on his debut outing 
in the MX5, a clear class 3 victory for 
Colin Jeffery, class 2 to John Bell and 
Dave Haizelden winning a very close 
contest in class 1, where he’d been 
battling all day with James Shallcross and 
Nick Cleal - all separated by just three 
points. 
 
A big thank you to Holsworthy Motor Club 
for putting on a great event, which looking 
at the scores had been set out very fair 
across the classes and for the weather 
conditions encountered, and of course the 
marshals who turned-out and took what 
the weather threw at them and kept 
smiling! 
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Edinburgh Trial 2012  
by David Child  
 

I  competed in the Edinburgh for the 
first time in 1978 in my then only car, 
an MG Midget. I immediately realised 
this was not wise and subsequently 

bought my Ford Pop in 1980. The car had 
been trialled extensively prior to this in the 
1960s and 1970s and was set up, as 
much as Pops need to be, for trialling with 
twin SUs and originally a 4 speed gearbox, 
since replaced with a 3 speeder with a low 
1st. It still has an 1172cc Ford 10 engine.  
It’s not brilliant on the road, particularly as 
it now also has a Cornish (E83W) back 
axle conversion which is hopefully 
unbreakable. 
 
I picked Rod, my navigator up from near 
Holmfirth and we trailered the car to the 
Bull in the Thorn before motoring down to 
Tamworth for our 4.00am start. Except for 
a reluctant light switch and being stopped 
by the Police in Ashbourne, who were 
interested in what we were doing out in the 
middle of the night in an old car, it was an 
uneventful run. 
 
We then returned back the way we had 
come to Carsington control and to Haven 
Hill. There was bit of a queue at the 
bottom but no problem on the restart. 
 
On to Cliff Quarry, a new section to me 
and I didn’t, a) let enough air out and/or b) 
wasn’t brutal enough. Oh dear! First failure 
after 5 metres. 
 
Riley’s Rise. It was here 3 years ago that I 
broke the, standard, diff in my son’s Pop 
so I had better make amends. No problem 
this time and a nice interesting hill. 
 
It was now early morning and we had a 
very nice run to Deep Rake Observed 
Test. I never really go for broke on special 
tests as we will never get fastest time and 
I don’t need to overreach myself. 
 

Black Harry isn’t quite the difficulty it used 
to be now that it has been resurfaced but 
nevertheless a good hill. 
 
Putwell. Ah Putwell. There was a long 
queue and an even longer wait. Cars were 
coming back down with tales of woe about 
how rough Putwell 1 was. Eventually our 
turn and the top few metres of 1 were 
rough but with 16” wheels and good 
clearance, not insurmountable. 
 
Putwell 2 is a different matter. I remember 
doing Putwell in my Midget in 1978 and 
the top outcrop was never, ever, as rough 
as it now is. It appears to be exposed rock 
rather than loose stuff. I assume that all 
the loose stuff has gone over the years 
leaving big steps and ruts. We ploughed 
on and cleaned it but with a lot of banging 
and with a very nastily bent wheel. A few 
miles on we had a puncture in the other, 
undamaged one. Both tyres appear ok. 
Good thing as they are Blockleys and not 
cheap. 
 
At the breakfast stop I tried to straighten 
the rim with a borrowed lump hammer with 
limited success. Nigel Hilling in his Anglia 
had an identical bent rim. We must have 
hit the same step. 
 
After breakfast we went to Litton Slack. 
Sadly a shadow of its former self with the 
(very) old escape road now used as the 
section.  I peered over the edge at the 
proper section, a hill I have only ever 
managed to clean twice. Perhaps one day 
sense can prevail and we can use it once 
more. 
 
Anyway the section was very slippery but 
with 10 psi and a gentle right foot, we 
cleared it ok. A car was pumping tyres up 
in the lane against instructions - very 
naughty as we need all the goodwill we 
can get in the Peak District. 
 
By now we are running a couple of hours 
late. I don’t really know where the delays 
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had come from -they just seemed to add 
up. They would increase severely at 
Bamford where the queue started just off 
the main road but there was good banter 
with other competitors and residents. 
Stories filtered back about the bottom 
being slippery but with grip further up. 
 
My experience of Bamford is that you 
have to floor it and hope the car keeps 
together. Last year in the heat wave we 
had disastrous fuel vaporisation and only 
just got to the turning bay. It had been 
very embarrassing. As we waited, Nigel in 
his powerful Anglia returned back down 
saying that he couldn’t get the power 
down and was left with spinning wheels. 
 
Our turn and one chance only. Off round 
the bottom corner and floor it, quite rough 
on the approach to the turning bay but still 
ok keep to the right by the worst of the 
holes and foot still on the floor, still going, 
onto the hill proper, good grip, 
encouraging Rod my passenger and the 
car on and keep on climbing, over the 
crest and ease off for the first time where 
they are some very deep holes. We had 
cleaned it! 
 
We had a very happy trip to Calton. 
Climbing Bamford is worth the trial in 
itself. Calton and back to earth where we 
failed the restart, with slippery stones 
providing no grip. Oh well! 
 
Hollinsclough Tea Stop and we had a 
welcome malt slice and cup of tea. By 
now we were hugely late and the light 
was beginning to go. Up the hill to Rakes 
Head, which is a short but lovely hill. 
There was no problem with the restart. 
This is the sort of interesting section I like. 
 
On to Excelsior. Thankfully the restart had 
been abandoned. I have had problems 
with this hill in the past with slippery 
stones but with a good wide swing at the 
last corner, we didn’t try to cut it, and up 
to the top. 

We now approached Clough Mine from a 
new direction, for me anyway. As we 
drove down to the mud bath below I felt 
another puncture. We had to put on the 
front spare with no room for any more 
punctures and there were no Pop variants 
around to borrow one from if required. I 
have never seen this bit of the Clough 
Mine complex before and it was obvious 
we wouldn’t be getting anywhere, 
although a few specials were blasting to 
the top. We had a fair attempt but couldn’t 
get going at all. Clough Wood had been 
cancelled. 
 
Dudwood was next, another hill I do not 
know and now very much at the end of 
the trial. A sea of mud and progress 
limited to about 20 feet. It was very 
difficult to get back on the road, we had to 
reverse and needed pushing. 
 
It seemed a long way back to the Bull in 
the Thorn, perhaps we went a long way 
round. By now we were 4 hours late and 
getting tired. We returned our numbers 
and signed off, no award claimed! 4 
failures but we had cleaned Bamford, a 
fair day out. 
 
The car hadn’t missed a beat and used no 
oil or water. There was no significant 
damage to the bodywork. Having a 
Cornish axle with substantial radial tie 
struts/arms does give good protection 
underneath. It was a very good day’s 
trialling, notwithstanding the delays. 

 

Don’t forget to 
send off your 
2013 ACTC 
Entry Form 
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THE MOTOR CYCLING CLUB’S 88TH 
EDINBURGH TRIAL 
ONE RIDERS VIEW: Roger Morris 
Rider No 54 
 

S hortly after arriving at Tamworth 
Services, I had my Suzuki DR 
350 scrutinised and control card 
signed. The card then has to be 

taken to the signing on desk inside and 
collected at the competitors’ departure 
time. This is a new system and saves a 
marshal working outside all night. It was 
working well and no-one could leave 
early without a control card! Before my 
start time I was pleased to have a coffee 
and meet with my riding partner, Steve 
Wildmore. He had just got out of bed at 
the local Travelodge; I had ridden from 
home in the rain! 
 
02.24. Control cards in hand and ready to 
do battle. At this time of night the only 
traffic is HGV, A5 and A38 quite busy to 
Alrewas. After that it was quiet apart from 
the A50 through to Ashbourne, leave on 
the B5035 to Carsington Water: Check. 
This is a popular visitor centre for a 
family day out, cycle hire/routes are 
available. Control card held by marshal 
until departure time. Tyre pressures let 
down for off road and time for a 
chocolate bar. Collect card then 2 miles 
to the first section. It is still raining and 
visor is misting up so I have to ride with it 
part open, so by breakfast my eyes are 
feeling sore! 
 
SECTION 1: HAVEN HILL 
No queue so thank marshal and off I go. 
This section is not steep but up hill with 
the dreaded restart! Easy section used 
by tractors to access yonder fields, flag 
waved at restart on to ends cards, all OK, 
a good’ warming up’ section to ‘break you 
in gently.’ Three gates to open/close on 
the way back to tarmac. 
 
A road closure was the cause of a detour 
to the second section, more a problem 

for the club than competitors. 
 
SECTION 2: CLIFF QUARRY 
This is a new addition so unfamiliar to all. 
The start marshal showed me a map of 
the course I am a class B motorcycle, it 
was pointed out where the restart was 
and a detour round a tree, which would 
be taped, had to be ridden. Off I go, very 
dark, follow the path uphill, getting 
steeper stop box – STOP! I could see a 
right turn onto a path 15 feet from the 
stop box! Go for it OK along the path – 
some lights – red and white tape – oh no! 
left hand turn up the hill, skid marks 
everywhere warning of danger, then left 
across hill, a touch of throttle and up I go 
out of the section ends – all OK, round 
the tree speak to marshals and exit 
where tape had been removed to access 
a path back to the road. A great section, 
very well marshalled (not everyone would 
get out of it with a clean sheet!) I was 
lucky! 
 
Re-group with Steve, he is a great route 
follower. I have difficulty reading at night 
and need glasses for reading, but I 
cannot ride in glasses! On for petrol in 
Bakewell, the petrol station open only for 
this event (thank you to all concerned). 
Ride on to section 3. 
 
SECTION 3: RILEYS RISE 
The start of this section is ¼ of a mile 
along a slippery track. I lost the front 
wheel and crashed!! Steve helped get the 
bike upright with great difficulty. Arrived 
at the start ”shaken & stirred”. Two 
female marshals set me off uphill through 
bushes with several corners and restart, 
all OK. 
 
SECTION 4: OBSERVED TEST 1 
Next came observed test 1, which all 
regular riders will have done before. This 
is nearly a figure of 8.  Start on line ‘A’, 
stop astride line ‘B’ stop astride line ‘C’, 
all against the clock. I do not worry about 
the time but do not wish to fail the test – 
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the finish was a water splash! This is a 
quarry complex so off road from here to 
section 5. 
 
SECTION 5: BLACK HARRY 
It is now daybreak so the views of 
Derbyshire are fabulous. No queue so 
onwards and upwards, plenty of grip – 
restart OK, ride out of section. Ride to 
section 6. 
 
SECTION 6: PUTWELL A 
This is a climb over boulders and rocks 
through a wood. Quite testing! Half an 
hour wait for my turn. A tough test but no 
restart. 1st gear 10-12 mph, and hang on 
and hope! All OK. In ¼ mile it is Putwell B. 
 
Half an hour wait again, all good banter 
with other riders. This section has been 
my downfall on many occasions. The 
restart on uneven sloping rock and the 
next 100 yards is very rough. The start is 
OK and easy ride to restart, I decide to 
stop left of box despite big step, left foot 
on floor right on brake, flag waved, go for 
it with heart in mouth bouncing over rocks 
for the next 100 yards, passing end cards!  
I breath again and pull up at the gate. I 
look around, fabulous views in the 
morning sunshine. When Steve arrives the 
gate is open and he rides on to open the 
next one as I close this one; three more 
gates and a relaxed 10 mile road ride to 
the ‘Bull i’ the Thorn for a 1 hour break 
and well-earned breakfast! Excellent food 
and drinks available and lots of happy 
triallers all with a story to tell! 
 
After 1 hour control card collected, and I 
feel better for the break, ready for the 12 
mile ride towards Buxton before turning for 
Millers Dale and section 7. 
 
SECTION 7: LYTTON SLACK 
This is an historical section with a steep 
slippery climb but owing to objections from 
non motor sport groups cannot be used so 
another softer slope is used.  This is not 
the challenge the old hill was. Clear blue 
skies and sunshine now very welcome for 
the 15 mile ride to section 8. 

 
SECTION 8: BAMFORD CLOUGH 
This is a tough climb and tough restart, 
lasting for at least half a mile and one foot 
down will result in a fail, as do all the 
sections! After the start you have time to 
settle on the bike, not too rough but a few 
drainage channels to go over and then 
come the concrete slabs and steeper 
slopes. Stop in box, flag down now loads 
of revs., gentle with the clutch, left foot 
push, don’t touch the bank, all OK. Good 
encouragement from the spectators as I 
progress to the finish of the section. Petrol 
and coffee after Bamford Clough. On the 
way to Calton we lost the route somehow 
(what is another 10 miles?) 
 
SECTION 9: CALTON 
Calton is a steady climb of 2 deep tracks 
with grass up the middle, so your road for 
a motorcycle is about 18 inches wide and 
slippery!  The stop box is not steep but 
traction is poor. I managed to clean this 
section OK. Back on the road for 9 miles 
to Hollinsclough control. The locals man 
the village hall for us to have homemade 
cake and drinks at bargain prices. A very 
welcome break, everybody is happy and a 
big ‘thank you’ for all the hospitality. 
 
SECTION 10: RAKES HEAD 
Rakes Head is ½ mile from the Village 
Hall. It is only 150 yards long running 
between Derbyshire stonewall on both 
sides, not too steep but includes start on 
slope; restart on slope, just before a right 
hand bend, all mixed with loose stone and 
tractor ruts. My start was poor, straight 
into the stop box, did not get away clean 
and dabbed 3 or 4 times before end of 
section (was I still in tea and cake world I 
wonder?). How could I have failed that 
after cleaning all the other much harder 
sections! Six miles on road to section 11. 
 
SECTION 11: EXCELSIOR 
A field access road, walled on both sides 
and a mixture of limestone and mud. The 
restart is on a corner and can be slippery, 
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no problems for me as I pass section ends 
cards. After this section some green lane 
riding before 16 miles of roads to navigate 
and watch the scenery roll by and arrive at 
Clough Mine 1 for us. 
 
SECTION 13: CLOUGH MINE 1 
Whilst waiting for our turn I was able to 
see all of the section. Some were 
struggling on the mud and coming to a 
stop. At the signing on this restart was 
cancelled, but marshals informed me 
before I set off that I had to stop at the 
start of section. I went down the bank, up 
hill on clay, right hand bend on for 100 
yards. Restart box in front of a 20 foot 
steep climb out to ends. I just made it with 
no penalty. Next section follows in 200 
yards. 
 
SECTION 15: CLOUGH WOOD 
The start was tricky because of a rock 
step on start line. The restart was 
cancelled, so after the start I just kept 
going, trying to find a good line on an 
uneven road, all OK. One mile green lane 
before road is reached.  In 2 miles left into 
Dudwood Farm for section 16. 
 
SECTION 16: DUDWOOD 1 
Approach is on muddy grass. Start 6 foot 
climb, loads of skid marks (a warning of 
no grip!). Turn left uphill under trees with 
no warning of a) how steep, b) where the 
stop box is or, c) end of section. I got 

away and round the corner on a bit of an 
uphill. Stop in box, just short of a very 
steep climb, pull away was poor, on to 
steep bit not enough speed, wheel 
spinning, going backwards, lost the bike 
and crashed!! Willing marshals switched 
the engine off and got me upright (thank 
you guys!), turned me round to ride back 
down the section!!  Ride through farm to 
Dudwood observed test 2. 
 
Start on line A. Clockwise round an oak 
tree. Stop astride line B proceed to and 
stop on line C, round the tree. Was 6 
inches of goo mud which took away all 
control of the bike so my feet were down 
before line B – fail!! I waited for Steve at 
the exit gate and we rode one mile past 
section 2.  We were there at 05.00 a.m. It 
is now 14.30!! We just have another 10 
miles to relax on the bike and arrive at the 
Bull i ’the Thorn to sign off. What a day!! 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped put on 
a trial of this magnitude, only competitors 
will fully understand what is involved. I 
was very proud of my successful sections 
but three fails will not win a medal!!A great 
day, endurance and riding skills pushed to 
the limit, not bad for a guy with a bus 
pass! Anyone needing help or advice on 
this or other events are welcome to get in 
touch with me. 

2012 Edinburgh Trial – a view 
from class 0 

By John and Dot Parsons 
 

H aving taken part in the Brickhill 
Trial the previous weekend I 
decided that I ought to change 
the clutch plate on the Suzuki 

and this I did during the week. Everything 
checked through and we were ready to 
start from home at 2.30am on Saturday 
morning. Had an easy drive up to 

Tamworth, took 1 3/4 hrs which wasn't 
bad. It was persistently raining all the way 
up to Tamworth. Scrutineered, and signed 
up ready to go 5 minutes before due time 
out at 4.58am. 
 
We arrived at Carsington Water Centre at 
6.15ish and time out would have been 
6.40 but there was a delay on the hill so 
they were holding in batches. We left at 
7.18. By this time dawn had arrived and 
the view as usual over the lake was 
beautiful. 
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The first hill, Haven Hill, had a restart 
which we did successfully but it was 
slippery. By 8.00am the sun was shining 
and we had blue blue skies. 
 
Next observed Section 2 Cliff Quarry, we 
arrived in the area and then had to wait, 
long delay. Restart for all Classes. Notes 
on this one read, muddy, slippery, tight 
bend after restart on adverse camber but 
did it OK. Sun went in! Stopped in 
Bakewell for petrol. 
 
Deep Rake was for class 0 only with a 
restart. This was a short, slippery, very 
bumpy stony area but OK. Observed Test 
1 was fast and fun, with a big deep dirty 
puddle before the finish line, but we 
remembered this from previous occasions 
and slowed down just in case we overshot 
the finish line. 
 
Arrived at Black Harry, restart for all 
classes. Short delay on this one. This was 
a long hill with the restart at the end. It 
was rocky but had plenty of grip. Sun out 
again! 
 
We arrived at breakfast half at 10.12 
(should have been 9.28) Had a very good 
breakfast for only £5.00 per head. Very 
welcome, but we probably would have 
eaten a horse by this time, as it was way 
past our usual 'feed time'. 
 
Section 7 was Litton Slack. The restart 
had been taken out for this section. The 
start area was very slippery and quite 
difficult to get traction but eventually we 
managed to find some grip and cleared 
the section. 
 
Next to the dreaded Excelsior. Restart for 
all except class 0. This was very rough 
especially after the restart area but 
thankfully reached the top OK. So we 
thought! 
 
Moneystones Section 12 was for class 0 
only with a restart. This was very stony 

but doable. Somewhere on route between 
the last two sections we had very narrow 
track between stone walls where twice the 
wall on the right hand side had collapsed 
and there was nowhere to avoid the 
stones in our path and serious bangs and 
grinding noises evolved. Also discovered 
that it was a lottery as to what gear had 
been selected, could be 1st, 3rd or 5th 
which doesn't help pulling away from 
junctions, or restarts. 
 
Clough Mine 2 was for class 0 only with 
no restart. Had a very tight right hand 
bend to start with and we just didn't get 
round. In hindsight had probably pulled 
away in 3rd, so didn't get round. Very 
disappointing as we had been going so 
well. 
 
Dudwood 2 class 0 only with restart, was 
in a small wooded area. This had another 
sharp bend after the start and we didn't 
get far - more disappointment! 
 
Observed Test 2 at Dudwood was next. 
This was off round a tree - simple! Only 
round the tree was a foot deep of mud /
slurry before the B board (how can that 
happen on a steep slope - we don't know) 
and anyway we got well and truly buried 
up to the sills.  Thanks to 4 marshals and 
2 bike competitors we eventually got out 
of it. Much more disappointment!! The 
time marshal at the end of this section 
said her clock had run out of time! 
 
Back then to Bull I'Th Thorn to hand in our 
card on our DUE TIME. During the last 
part of the drive we found that we couldn't 
get 5th gear and all gears had to be held 
in or we had a box of neutrals. Couldn't 
find out what had gone wrong but decided 
to try and make it home. Eventually gears 
seem to sort themselves out and we 
arrived home safely. 
 
We were having a thoroughly enjoyable 
day until the dreaded FAILS. Derbyshire 
is absolutely beautiful for its scenery of 
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dry stone walls, little cottages and 
villages, and vast rolling countryside.  The 
food at Bull I'Th Thorn is reasonably 
priced and the ladies at Hollinsclough 
Control do a wonderful job with their 
cakes and refreshments. Looking forward 
to next year's event. 
 
Well done and thanks to all marshals and 
officials who endured the Event. 
 
PS. Got the car on the ramps on Monday 
and discovered the third cross member 

had come into contact with a very large 
rock which bananad and ripped out from 
the chassis rail on the offside. A new 
cross member has been fabricated and 
fitted giving another three inches of 
ground clearance. The gear selector 
housing had been forced up into the floor 
and hence was unable to select any of the 
forward gears and this has now been 
repositioned and stronger locating springs 
fitted. All OK. 

Edinburgh Trial 2013 - Sharks 
Teeth! 

by Richard Houlgate 
 

W e spent the week before the 
trial anxiously looking at the 
weather forecast; heavy rain 
was forecast for the trial 

which is unpleasant enough during the 
day, never mind overnight 
 
Equally the Marlin had run perfectly when 
I put it away a few weeks beforehand, 
only to develop a misfire when pulling 
away from low revs. I’m still not sure what 
it was, perhaps the not completely 
pushed home plug lead? Or perhaps the 
carb retune? (But they weren’t far out). 
Or, most likely, attention seeking! 
 
On the night there was rain until about 
4am which cleared away to give a misty 
dawn, then the sun peaked through the 
mist which gradually cleared from the 
valley bottoms to give a really special 
day. There is little to beat the scenery and 
views in the Peak District in such 
weather, surely one of the main reasons 
to compete or marshal in any trial. 
 
Initial confusion at the start was caused 
by a new system. We looked long and 
hard for the traditional start – a marshal 
flagging us off at one minute intervals, 

until we finally realised that this had been 
replaced by us not being allowed to have 
our card until 5 minutes before the off. I 
have to say that I preferred the old 
system as it gave more a sense of 
occasion to the start of the trial. 
 
A long and rather monotonous run 
through Ashbourne to the Carsington 
holding control was completed without 
incident, the first challenge, Haven Hill, 
was much the same as usual, an easy 
climb over stones to complete a moral 
boosting first hill clean. 
 
Cliff Quarry, a VSCC hill proved relatively 
easy until the deviation for classes 7 & 8, 
the bend proved far too sharp to get the 
Marlin round and we understeered very 
slowly into the markers. apparently others 
had the same problem although as there 
was plenty of grip no doubt one of the 
Lieges will have made it. 
 
The drive up to Riley’s Rise was a 
confusion of mist, condensation on the 
outside of the windscreen, or the inside, 
or all three! The approach is deeply rutted 
and we feared the worst, but the hill 
seems to have become rougher and 
grippier over time. Despite the overnight 
rain we had no trouble in making a clean 
climb. 
 
The pool at the Deep Rake special test 
seemed deeper than ever, I thought we 
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went quickly but some folk were 10 
seconds faster than us. Through the 
quarry workings to Black Harry which was 
an easy climb, made even better by the 
removal of the large rock just after the 
start which had disabled several cars in 
the past 
 
We thought that Putwell A was slightly 
less rough than before and were lulled 
into a false sense of security during the 
long wait for Putwell B as the bikes 
struggled to make it to the top. Dudley 
Sterry’s diaphragm air pump had stopped 
working so we took the time to pump up 
his spare wheels to 60 psi using our on 
board electric pump, while doing this one 
lad on a Honda 50 took a heavy fall on 
Putwell A, picked himself up and arrived 
laughing. What it must be to be young! 
Finally our turn came, we motored slowly 
up to the restart which we cleared only to 
discover the horrors of the sharks teeth, 
large slabs of limestone laid at angles 
causing the car to lurch, bang and crash 
over them despite going as slowly as 
possible. It’s not surprising that the bikes 
had difficulty. Surely this hill has become 
far too rough to use? 
 
The Bull I’Thorn provided a splendid 
breakfast quickly served at an affordable 
price and continues to show other 
locations how to do it. 
 
We are not allowed to use Litton Slack 
because of some bureaucratic nonsense. 
The organisers keep pressure on the 
bureaucrats by running a simple drive 
through section up a grass track high on 
the banks above the original section. Let’s 
hope that we will be allowed to use the 
real hill very soon. A bonus was the views 
down into the valley of the River Wye, and 
to remind my self that to do the Monsal 
Trail on my push bike is a must. This runs 
along the old London to Manchester main 
line railway which runs along the valley. I 
continue to marvel that in the 1920s 
Millers Dale station was extremely busy; 

in 1922 there were 43 departures a day 
with trains to London, Manchester, 
Nottingham and Derby. Imagine the 
chaos, noise and pollution that must have 
been generated all those years ago by 
main line steam trains passing through 
the valley 
 
Bamford Clough proved as tough as ever 
with the restart on such a steep slope that 
the only way off was to give lots of revs 
and dump the clutch, spinning the wheels, 
finding too much grip, dipping the clutch 
and struggling to the top, man and 
machine exhausted!  
 
Calton was eroded after the start, deep 
ruts causing even the highest car to 
scrape its sump guard. The restart always 
looks easy, but in company with many 
others we failed on a very slippery 
surface. 
 
The cakes and tea at the Hollinsclough 
control were just as good and as welcome 
as ever. Rakes Head lies just around the 
corner and the restart was very rough, we 
just managed to hook a front wheel over a 
boulder so got off, but had no such luck at 
Excelsior where we failed, fortunately this 
was subsequently cancelled. 
 
Clough Mine, another VSCC hill was as 
usual a mud bath. We set off at a steady 
pace to make sure we didn’t bounce out 
of the ruts, this achieved we struggled just 
past the A board which was as good as 
anyone else in the class 
 
Clough Wood has become much rougher 
since I first used it in my Austin 7, it was 
rough and long but easily climbable, 
mysteriously it was cancelled and so not 
included in the results 
 
Dudwood 1 started on a grass slope 
which was very cut up for us as one of the 
first cars and we wondered how the last 
cars were even going to get off the start. 
We cleared the restart at the bottom of the 
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big clay bank and struggled about half way 
up. Apparently Dean Partington selected 
2nd gear at the restart and acclerated up 
the hill, the only car to clear 
 
The Dudwood special test was cancelled 
by the marshals as the ground round the 
tree we had to circumnavigate was a mud 
bath. 
 

What a contrast to last year! 39 Golds 
were awarded in 2011. in 2012 zero. 
David Golightly will be very proud to have 
won the overall event in Bertha, his Ford 
Model A special, ably encouraged by 
Carla Smith. Well done David! 
 
Very many thanks to the organisers, 
marshals and all involved in what was an 
excellent trial 

Taw and Torridge Trial Review 
by Francis Thomas – driver 
Ford Escort MK 1 
 

T he start of the trialling season. 
The cars are ready after months 
of tinkering. We opened the 
curtains and guess what? Yes 

you’ve guessed. Another rainy day! Not to 
be deterred we loaded the car and set off. 
 
When we arrived at the Clovelly start 
everyone was excited, eager to be 
scrutineered and signed on. After which 
we all bundled towards the burger van for 
nourishment and a chat. The 
conversation being in general who’s done 
what to their cars but not giving away too 
much information…The usual friendly 
banter! 
 
It was great to see a good number of 
entries considering the weather 
conditions. We made our way to Cutliffe 
lane where we heard lots of revving and 
roaring while we eagerly awaited our turn. 
Finally the marshal dropped the flag and 
with foot to the floor we managed to get 
halfway up the hill, I eased off and my son 
Phil shouted,” Don’t ease off, keep your 
foot down, keep going!” I did as I was told 
and cleared the section and with no 
punctures…bonus! (Back seat drivers, oh 
well I suppose he keeps me on my toes). 
 
We made our way through the sections 
and on occasions we would catch up with 
other classes. It was interesting to watch 

how they faired on some of the hills. I 
thought the class 7s put up a good fight 
against the elements and the Beetles did 
very well too. (Well done to Paul and Nina 
Rogers!). 
 
By lunchtime it was clear we were lagging 
behind so we only managed a quick bite 
to eat and moved off once again. We 
carried on through the day and thanked 
the marshals on every section who we 
cannot manage without. They all did an 
absolutely wonderful job despite the 
conditions that we had. 
Some of the hills seemed to be extremely 
challenging even for the class 8s which 
was unusual. I felt it was tough going for 
the Escort class with one team member, 
Ken Bassett having to retire halfway 
through with overheating. Colin Jeffreys 
Escort did very well and seemed to 
overcome the difficulties of the sections, I 
think there was a bit of friendly 
competition going on between Colin and 
Sticker Martin who also did well. Nice to 
see Aaron Hazelden back with his MK1 
Escort with better gee gees under the 
bonnet! 
 
Not forgetting David Hazelden in his 
Volkswagen who decided to nose dive 
into a ditch (funny way to change a rear 
tyre!). Luckily Hans Vertal  was around to 
assist and towed him out so he could 
continue. 
 
All in all it was a hard old trial. Our car 
took a bit of a battering, third section from 
last we diffed out just yards from the 
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section start, we reversed out into the road 
and went to pull away, selected bottom 
gear, let the clutch out and heard an 
almighty BANG! We were initially 
convinced we had chipped a tooth in the 
gearbox but soldiered on regardless, 
determined to finish.  
 
Finally at the last section we tried to pull 
away at the restart - no good. We then 
reversed back down and took a faster 
approach to get out of the section…Then 
BANG-HUGE BANG and lots of 
RATTLING! Not a nice noise, I thought I 

had blown the engine! Phil thought the 
transmission had broken! Fortunately we 
managed to limp back to the trailer at 
Clovelly, loaded up and headed for home, 
What a day! 
 
Fortunately the problem was not 
terminal…It seemed to be the flywheel, 
Phew! The weather wasn’t kind to us 
during the day but we did enjoy ourselves. 
The organization was top notch so a big, 
THANK YOU to Brian and Kirsty Andrew 
and all the team. We’ll be back! 

Edinburgh Trial, 2012 
by John Boothroyd 
 

O ctober had seemed a long way 
off as I filled in my entry for this 
year’s Edinburgh. I (Triumph 
T100), Roger Gill (Suzuki 

DRZ400S) and Pete Burke (CCM 404DS) 
had entered the trial but as usual it soon 
came round and it was time to check the 
bike over and get myself organised, I had 
ridden the Beamish trial in Co Durham two 
weeks before and the bike had been ok, 
so preparation was limited to checking the 
oil, filling with petrol, oiling the chain and 
kicking the tyres. Being regular trail riders 
and coming as we do from the 
Manchester area, we think of this the last 
MCC trial of the year as the home round 
and most of the route and sections are 
well known to us.  
 
As I live the furthest south, the other two 
rode to my house in Chapel-en-le-Frith at 
about 9:00 pm from where we set off in 
plenty of time to reach the start at 
Tamworth, we needed to call at the Bull 
in’th Thorn breakfast and finish venue on 
the way so that Pete could drop off a tent 
and some gear, he intended to camp 
overnight at the pub after the trial and 
enjoy a few beers before riding back to 
north Manchester on Sunday, not to be, 
but more of that later.  

We then had a pleasant 50 odd miles via 
the A515 from Buxton through Ashbourne 
to Kings Bromley then A513 and A5  to 
the Tamworth start. We arrived in plenty of 
time as the tea/butty/kebab van south of 
Ashbourne where we usually stop for 
coffee wasn’t there this year. When we 
arrived scrutineering was open as was the 
signing on where there was a route 
alteration to avoid a temporary road 
closure and a couple of cancelled restarts 
to note on the route. With the paper work 
done we had a couple of hours to chat 
and find out what others had been up to 
since we last met at the Lands End last 
April, and to watch the rain start falling 
outside. 
 
As number 29 I was the first of us away at 
02:59 with Pete and Roger a few minutes 
later, it rained moderately for about the 
first hour or so then it eased up. Heading 
back up the A5 and A38 I remembered 
Pete who was leading missed the turning 
for Kings Bromley last year, he surely 
wouldn’t do the same this year? But he did 
and Roger riding second followed, I was 
too far back to catch them before the 
junction and knowing that the next 
roundabout was a good few miles further 
on I decided to leave them to it and we 
met up again at the Carsington control. 
 
When the time came to leave Carsington 
Pete’s CCM decided to play up, it was a re
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-occurrence of a problem he had before 
the start of the Ilkley trial in May which we 
thought had been fixed. Somehow there 
is an electrical short via the throttle cable 
which had overheated and melted the 
plastic liner which jammed the throttle 
cable, with no spare available his trial 
was over before it had started. Pete 
sportingly insisted we carry on while he 
sorted out ‘recovery’ and got himself 
home. 
 
That left Roger and I to set off for section 
1 Haven Hill complete with restart on 
what is a gentle climb along a green lane 
that didn’t cause us any problems. Then it 
was a 10 mile run to the 2nd section Cliff 
Quarry which I hadn’t done before,  we 
had different routes at the end me being 
class A and Roger in class B, waiting at 
the bottom it wasn’t possible to see 
anything of the wooded  section but at 
least everyone seemed to be getting up 
so on the thumbs up from the marshal I 
set off keeping to the centre and hoped 
for the best,  after a steady climb and turn 
up through the wood, then a wet muddy 
turn onto the exit track at the top of the 
climb, all went ok, class B also had a 
climb round a tree to contend with before 
the exit but we both came away 
unscathed and set off for Bakewell and 
petrol. 
 
After filling up, a quick drink and a butty 
we were away again to section 3 Rileys 
Rise, we had a couple of minutes to wait 
at a control before the marshal  let us 
cross the road into the track that leads up 
to the section proper ¼ mile higher up, 
the cause of the short delay soon 
became clear, the track up to the start 
line consists of two deep muddy ruts and 
a shallower centre rut, this is a challenge 
in itself and would have ruined a few 
clean sheets if it had been part of the 
section proper, once away from the 
begins cards the section was cleaned ok, 
it may have been more tricky for those 
needing to restart but we both managed it 
clean.  

The route out of the section goes past the 
Riley Graves where the seven members 
of the Hancock family are buried that fell 
victim to the plague outbreak in 1666, 
and for which the nearby village of Eyam 
is famous. From there it was on to the 
first special test at high rake which 
passed without any drama, I 
concentrated on getting round correctly 
and clean because trying for a quick time 
would have needed me to rush the deep 
puddle/small lake just before line C which 
if it didn’t drown the motor, would have 
meant having no brakes for the next few 
miles.  
 
After a few miles of quarry roads and a bit 
of tarmac we arrived at section 5 Black 
Harry which uses part of Black Harry lane 
that takes its name from the 18th century 
highway man that used to harass the 
pack horse trains travelling across these 
moors. The section and restart itself 
didn’t cause either of us any problems so 
it was onward into Monsal Dale and the 
two sections on Putwell hill.  
 
On arrival at the bottom of Putwell A it 
was obvious by the amount of loose 
stone and debris  in the road  there had 
been a lot of water down the section 
recently and that competitors  were taking 
time to clear the section with one or two 
failures coming back down, the marshal 
warned of a photographer lurking part 
way up and then let me go for my 
attempt, it was a bit touch and go at some 
points as the section is now loose stone 
and  bedrock, but i made the ends 
without stopping as did Roger on the 
DRZ. 
 
Further up the track is Putwell B, a long 
firm limestone track that gets rougher 
towards the top with a restart on the 
worst of it, luckily I didn’t have to restart 
and after a bit of a fight,  managed 
another  clean, Roger needed to ‘foot’ 
after the restart and was off the gold 
standard . 
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We continued along the rest of the lane 
which runs high along the edge of Monsal 
dale to Brushfield farm and rejoin the A6 
and then through Monyash to breakfast 
at the Bull in’th Thorn and chance to see 
how some of the others were getting on, 
the three members of the Wild Bunch 
rolled in after 20 minutes or so, they like 
a few more had found Putwell a bit of a 
challenge but were still clean.  
 
After a leisurely breakfast a few coffees it 
was back on the bikes for the 10 miles to 
Litton slack which used to be a “stopper” 
but not much of a section at the moment 
but still worth the ride to admire the 
scenery and gaze longingly at the section 
proper in the bottom of the valley, a quick 
chat with marshal Phil Granby at the 
section ends and then on to the Hope 
Valley and Bamford Clough.  
 
At this time we seemed to be well in front 
of the pack with not many bikes in front in 
front of us and there was no queue as I 
rolled straight up to the begins cards and 
was almost straight away waved  into the 
section by the Ilkley clubs Stan Peel on 
duty at the start line, I was dazzled by the 
low autumn sun as i got out from under 
the trees after the first few yards of the 
section the low autumn sun  and I found it 
difficult to see what I was going to hit next 
so but managed to keep  going until I got 
higher up where the trees gave some 
shade and I could see again and with no 
restart completed the climb ok. Bamford 
is mainly concrete sections with big gaps 
in between on the steepest bits and is 
getting trickier by the year, I know the 
restart was very slippery my riding pal 
Roger came to grief, he said he’d 
stopped in the box with both brakes on 
and just slid backwards.  
 
As I had gone first I had a few minutes 
wait at the top while Roger untangled 
himself from the DRZ and arrived at the 
top and we continued through Bradwell, 
Litton village and Millers Dale to section 9 

Calton, a check of the road book 
confirmed that we both needed to restart, 
Calton is typical of the lanes in Limestone 
areas ie. well drained and solid based but 
very slippery, akin to riding on wet glass 
except when it’s bone dry,  gently with 
throttle and clutch on the restart worked 
fine and the hill passed without trouble.  
 
Next stop was Hollinsclough for tea and 
cakes in the village hall. The hamlet of 
Hollinsclough has seen a lot of trials 
activity over the years with several well-
known trials sections Lymer Rake, Hawk 
Nest, Tenter Hill all within a few miles, 
plus the hill behind the village just known 
as ‘Hollinsclough’ and for the second 
year running we were sitting outside, in 
sunshine, in Derbyshire, in October, 
waiting for our time to restart and ride the 
500 yards to Rakes Head where again a 
restart was required. The section I 
thought was easier than last year without 
the sharp 120 turn off the road from the 
begins cards.  
 
Next up is Excelsior close to the village of 
Hartington the approach to this section is 
along muddy walled lane well used by 
cattle and guaranteed to get the bike dirty 
whatever the season and was in prime 
condition, the section itself is a climbing 
double bend on a solid limestone base 
with the restart on the rocky outcrops of 
the top left hand corner, all the mud from 
the approach is carried up by the wheels 
and makes the restart very slippery, there 
is quite a camber to the left at that point 
especially if you are on the right hand 
side, not so bad on British iron with the 
rear brake on that side but can be difficult 
for the short of leg on modern trail bikes 
to hold both brakes and get a foot down, 
good entertainment for spectators 
though.  
 
We both manage to clear the section un 
penalised and then in another 10 miles 
we arrived at one of the few artificial 
sections found in MCC trials Clough Mine 
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1, this section has more of the look of a 
one day trial section in that waiting at the 
begins cards you can see the ends cards 
and everything in between plus how other 
competitors get on. I’d done this section 
twice before, cleaned once and failed 
once and of the half dozen in the queue in 
front only two cleaned the others falling or 
footing  in the rutted muddy part after the 
initial steep drop in, or on the restart just 
before the final climb out. With no restart 
for class A, I was ok but Roger ground to 
a halt after the restart and was out of the 
medals.  
 
We continued to Clough Wood which 
would be a straight climb as the restart 
had been cancelled (the entire section 
was eventually cancelled). The bikes in 
front seemed to be taking a while to clear 
the section so I guessed there may be 
problems higher up the section, so when it 
was my turn I took it steady and kept to 
the centre of the track but didn’t see any 
problems, with the section anyway, the 
bike was a different matter, after clearing 
the ends cards and happily motoring 
along the rest of the lane I got that feeling, 
is the back wheel just moving about on 
the surface a little or have we got a 
puncture? Unfortunately it was a rear 
puncture. I carried on until I found a 
suitable spot of the lane and with 
something to rest the bike on so I could 
get the wheel out.  
 
By this time Roger had arrived and we set 
about repairs, we had plenty of time, and 
the sun was getting up, my Triumph 
doesn’t have the excellent but heavier QD 
wheel of earlier bikes so it’s a bit of a 
fiddle getting the wheel out and in again, 
but it wasn’t too bad and half an hour 
spent and a new bladder fitted we were 
away again and on to the last sections at 
Dudwood.  
 
I knew from previous years that this 
section can be difficult when it’s wet and 
with the recent weather that’s how it was, 

a wet and grip less climb up through the 
woods and  without much run up because 
of the turn just after the start. The six or 
so bikes and combos that went before me 
all came back down again shaking heads 
and making comments like “no chance”. I 
think a lot of medal hopes were 
downgraded or lost here.  
 I didn’t do any better I got as much speed 
up as could and went for it but only got to 
the second rise just after the restart box 
and ran out of momentum and scored my 
only fail of the day. My mate Roger didn’t 
fare any better, he had a restart to 
contend with and didn’t get much further 
than that.  
 
All that remained was the Dudwood 
observed test which was also causing 
problems and was eventually cancelled as 
the ground was very soft with the recent 
rain where the 360 degree turn around the 
tree was, the couple of solos in front both 
needed a ‘dab’ to get round, I decided to 
go wide and slow slipping clutch to try and 
keep balanced, I got round clean but it 
must have been a slow time.  
Then that was it, the end of the trial with 
just a short ride to the Bull i’th Thorn to 
sign off and enjoy a post trial pint (Coke, I 
had to ride home) and swap tales of 
successes and lost medals with other 
competitors after what was a tough trial by 
MCC standards. I thought it was an 
excellent trial, I was just glad I wasn’t in 
the running for a ‘triple’. All those I talked 
to seemed to have enjoyed the event 
which is the main thing. It was a shame 
that the section at Clough Wood and the 
final observed test at Dudwood were 
eventually cancelled (especially as i had 
managed both ok) but there will always be 
an element of luck involved in any trial 
and living and trail riding in the peak 
district i know how careful the club has to 
be to continue running this trial at all in the 
national park. 
 
Hopefully we will all be back next year, roll 
on the Exeter! 
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March Hare Trial History Part 2 
by Mike Hayward 

 

I n 1970, the March Hare was held on 
the 2nd November as, the Guy 
Fawkes was held in March (very 
confusing). The venue was Tring 

Park, a picturesque park on the outskirts 
of Tring, which became very popular with 
competitors. The 1971 event also took 
place in Tring Park but it had returned to 
a date in March. 
It was touch and go as to whether the 
1972 March Hare would take place as 
there was snow on the ground. Tucker 
took the decision to let the event run. It 
was a brave decision but in the end the 
weather got worse and the event had to 
be abandoned with one and a half inches 
of snow on the ground.  
 
Enough hills were run however to get a 
result, which was just as well as there 
would have been 57 very unhappy 
competitors to deal with. The largest class 
was class 3 with 31 entries including, J & 
A Tucker-Peake sharing the Runner 
Bean, H.W. & Mrs S Tucker-Peake 
sharing an Escort, Miss S Tucker-Peake 
in a Corsair with David Ovey. Also in 
class 3, Mike Furse was driving a Hillman, 
Geoff Jackson was in a Morris Tourer, 
John Groves had an Escort GT. The Best 
Falcon award went to P. Le Couteur 
(Dellow), The Venus Cup, M.Furse 
(Hillman),1st class awards, D.Greenslade 
(Autocavan VW), C.Morrell (Alexis), 
W.Hone (Alexis), J.Tucker-Peake, D.Ovey 
and A.Davies. I only have a copy of the 
entry list and a few notes from the 
Committee minutes but as you can see 
there are at least two first class winners 
from the same class, so perhaps the 
results were split in to Clubman and 
Invited which would explain  
 
The following year the conditions were 
completely different. Very dry. Despite 
Tucker’s best efforts to stop the 

competitors, there were still seven clean 
sheets from the entry of sixty six. The 
result was decided on a tie deciding test 
with John Tucker-Peake the eventual 
winner in his 1600 cc Ford Pop. Laurie 
Knight took the award for best invited club 
in his 1500 cc Ford Escort fitted with a 
down draft SU carburettor. Other class 
winners were Jan Blackburn, (Singer Le 
Mans), M Clarke, (VW), J Bonnett, 
(Morris), R Walker, (Mini) and Jack Frost, 
(Beach Buggy), who beat J Whalley, 
(Ford Special) and Mike Furse (also in a 
Ford Special) in the tie deciding test. Cliff 
Morell was the best Imp on the day 
dropping 10 marks.  
 
The March Hare of 1974 had 46 entries 
spread over 6 classes. There were seven 
hills run four times. Looking at the scores 
of the competitors you have to assume 
that conditions were less than favourable 
or at best deteriorated through the day. 
The best score of 8 went to Venus cup 
winner J Bailey and the worst score of 
286 went to J Hare. Other notable 
Falcons not having quite such a good day 
were Neil Bray with a score of 178, David 
Maitland with 76, Murray MacDonald 82, 
Alan Davies had a disaster with a score of 
246. But worst score by a Falcon on the 
day went to Simon Robson who managed 
to lose 258 points. The awards were 
presented as follows:- Venus Cup: J 
Bailey (8). Duckhams Cup: J Poynter 
(98). Class 4a: D Greenslade (20). Class 
4b: G Jackson (46). Class 2: C Morrell 
(44). Class 6: M Harvey-Murray (76). 
Class 3: Miss S Halkyard (92). Class 1: M 
Furse (196). 1st Class award winners 
were:- W Durling (30), J Frost (44), D 
MacIver (70), R Walker (152), J Groves 
(140). 2nd Class winners:- A Booth (70) 
and L Knight (174). Best team went to 
Falcon represented by, D MacIver, M 
MacDonald and J Poynter. 
 
The missing committee minutes are no 
help again in recording events until 1977, 
when The March Hare trial took place at 
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Bury Farm, Houghton Conquest. 
Secretary A Davies. Clark of the Course, 
D Maitland, Scrutineer, S Robson, Chief 
Marshal, C Brown. There were 32 entries, 
but one was sent home for misbehaviour. 
By 1981 The March Hare Trial had been 
dropped from the calendar due to a lack of 
venues on which to run the event. With 
the loss of Tring Park, we had only one 
good venue at Bury Farm, Houghton 
Conquest and that was lost due to 
problems with the land owner and other 
clubs that used it to run events there. I 
have found an entry form for the 1980 
March Hare to be run under classic 
regulations at Bury Farm. But as I can’t 
find any results or reports, I can only 
assume the event had to be cancelled. It 
wasn’t until 1995 when the influx of 
enthusiastic members came along, 
bringing with them some very nice 
venues, that Trials were welcomed back 
into the Falcon calendar and in 1996 the 
March Hare took place on 3rd March on 
Edlesborough Hill. 
 
The 1998 event was given the name The 
March Hare Mini Classic. The event was 
again held on Edlesborough Hill, only 
instead of having 8 or more hills laid out, 
there were only four. These were much 
longer than the previous year’s PCT type 
sections. The idea was to make them 
more like Classic Trials sections. The 
organisers (Mike Pearson & John 
Parsons) tried to run everything as close 
to Classic rules as possible. The morning 
went brilliantly with 8 challenging hills and 
2 special tests for the 26 starters to enjoy. 
Unfortunately after lunch rain made all the 
hills unclimbable and the event had to be 
abandoned. The special test times were 
used to decide the winner from the three 
clean sheets of, Fred Gregory (Dutton 
Melos), Ian Davis (VW Buggy) and Henry 
Allen (Racecorp). Ian Davis was the 
winner with Fred Gregory, Tom Goggin 
and Murray MacDonald all winning their 
classes.  
 

After the success of the first Mini Classic, 
the possibility of running another event 
linking suitable start/finish venue should 
be found. The Big Pub on the old A1 
Trunk Road at Jacks Hill had the space 
but was a long way from the venues we 
wanted to use. The answer was to find 
some section between Jacks Hill and the 
other venues to the west. A new route 
was planned taking in two sections in 
Whitwell. Cress Bed Lane & Water Tower 
Lane. Both lanes were used in the fifties 
(they were probably named differently). 
Cress Bed Lane is not very challenging in 
the dry but is a nice opening to any trial, 
as is Water Tower Lane which was again 
used in the March Hare of the fifties. This 
hill is a lot longer than Cress Bed Lane 
and despite being only a few yards further 
up the hill, is more mud covered than 
Cress Bed Lane, which has a more stony 
covering. The route then headed out to 
Miletree Farm and Brickhill. After Brickhill 
there was another new section used as a 
special test at Ivinghoe before continuing 
to Edlesborough and Kensworth. After 
Kensworth, Half Moon Lane at Markyate, 
was added before the competitors 
returned to Whitwell to climb Nortonstreet 
Lane and return to The Big Pub and the 
finish. Nortonstreet Lane was again used 
in the March Hare of the fifties but it had a 
lot more mud on the hill than it does today 
and as a result was much more of a 
challenge to the competitors. 
 
Well that was the plan. However delays in 
submitting the route to the RAC MSA 
because the local Route Liaison Officer 
didn’t reply to our requests for approval, 
the event became a navigational scatter. 
Not what the organisers (John Parsons, 
Mike Pearson joint Clarks of the Course, 
or Verdum Webley, Secretary) or the 
competitors wanted at all. However 30 
cars started from the Big Pub, with most 
of the competitors returning some hours 
later having enjoyed the hills, but not 
finding their own way to them. 2000 
winner was Mathew Sharrett. 
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Having been caught out the previous 
year, the organisers of the 2001 Murrays 
March Hare started to prepare early in 
October. All was going well with the route 
submitted and approved and the entry 
getting close to the maximum permitted 
(fifty). With a month to go to the big day, 
Foot and Mouth disease reared its ugly 
head and the event was cancelled.  
 
All that hard work was not wasted as we 
now had an approved route ready for the 
2002 event and with three new sections 
added in Devils Pit, south of Barton-Le-

Clay and a lunch halt at Ivinghoe, 
everything was set for another March 
Hare Trial. 
 
TO BE CONTINUED 

FOR SALE 
TRIAL PREPARED BMW 318 IS  
 
Red 1990 BMW 318 IS two door 
prepared by David Turner and in his 
hands a Triple award winner and a gold 
winner in last year’s Exeter Trial. 
 
Modifications include raised 
suspension, sump guard and fuel tank 
guard, competition fuel tank in spare 
wheel well, second fuel tank, air system 
with air tank, lightened interior, and 
battery in boot, 
BMW 325 
differential fitted 
with roller bearings 
on planetary 
gears, two spares 
in boot and other 
relevant 
modifications. 
 
110,000 recorded 
mileage with MOT 
until 20th Jan 2103 
and taxed to 31 
July 2013. 
 
The car has been 
very reliable in my 

hands and has been successful in 
many other MCC and ACTC events and 
PCTs. 
 
The car is ready to go on a trial and is 
also a very useable every day road. 
Please make contact for pictures and 
any enquiries. £1650 
 
James Smith 
james@keswickevents.com  
020 8874 1306 
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My Tarka :- it’s a bit like a Tikka 
but a little otter 
by Ian Myers 
 

S o, there I was, sat enjoying the 
peace, wife away on holiday with 
her friends, and the phone rings, 
“Ian?”, “Speaking”. “Are you still 

riding the Tarka Trial at the weekend?” 
“Yes I am”. “Would you like to write a 
piece on it for the Restart Magazine?” 
Slight pause on my end……. “Yes I could 
do that”, “Thanks very much I’ll email you 
some details” 
 
Now you see, that all sounds like a 
perfectly reasonable request, and it is, but 
for the fact that I have the memory span 
of a goldfish and a stunning ability to 
forget names, faces and places. You can 
see where this is going now can’t you. So, 
to all of you that I misname, or downright 
slander, please accept my apologies now. 
That is also why you may well have seen 
me scribbling pencilled notes on bits of 
paper during the trial. 
 
The day started well, I was awake before 
my alarm, I would like to say the sun was 
up and we had the makings of a lovely 
day, but I can’t as it was only   5 o’clock 
and still very dark. I had however, had the 
foresight to make a bacon butty to eat on 
the way up and my riding kit was already 
in the car, so the bike was loaded on the 
trailer and I was on the road for twenty 
five  past, and making good time as you 
would expect that early on a Sunday 
morning. I was about 10 miles from 
Barnstaple, when I passed Pete & Shani 
Adams, I know it was them because the 
Cox Bonny was nestled in the back of 
their truck, so imagine my surprise when I 
pulled into the parking area to see them 
ready to unload the outfit. Is my 
navigation that bad? Probably, is the 
answer, but not as bad as some, more on 
that later. I pulled in next to the Craddock 
brothers just as Andy was unloading his 

BSA c fer, and I asked him where he had 
disappeared to last weekend on the 
Exmoor Clouds, I saw him at the top of 
section 3 but not after that and knowing 
he was running in a rebuilt motor that 
weekend prompted the question “Did you 
blow it up?”, “No” he replies, turns out it 
was just a loose HT wire from the coil, but 
just too far out of reach for a running 
repair, with that he kicks it up and it 
sounds sweet. 
 
The Alp was unloaded and I got into my 
riding gear, I hadn’t put any petrol in the 
bike as the final instructions said “Fuel 
available at Sainsbury’s from 7 o’clock”, 
checking my watch, 5 past, I went to find 
the petrol station, easy to spot, it was right 
next to a very big illuminated Sainsbury’s 
sign, however, I couldn’t get into the 
station due to a line of bollards across the 
entrance, “Are you open?” I enquired, 
“Not for another hour” he replied, mild 
panic. There was, thankfully, another 
filling station on the trading estate that 
was open and I topped off the tank. By 
now I had been down a couple of roads 
and round a couple of roundabouts and 
followed the sign for Barnstaple, didn’t 
seem quite right and I ended up back at 
the Sticklepath junction. Is my navigation 
that bad? Probably, but not as bad as 
some, more on that later. 3 miles later I’ve 
found The Cedars, and having passed the 
exhaustive scrutineering, I sign on, make 
a mental note, section 11 cancelled, and 
retire outside to wait for my start time. 
 
At a couple of minutes past eight I roll up 
to the front drive of the hotel to find………
nothing, nobody, just me.  Am I in the right 
place? I’m just about to go back to the car 
park when Dave Craddock rolls up, we 
look at each other and turn off engines to 
wait. Shortly the start marshal arrives, 
looks at his watch and says to Dave, 
being no3, “you can go if you want”, with 
that he’s away and after a bit of idle 
chatter it’s my turn, “Away you go” he 
says, good job I checked behind me as 2 
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bikes, one of them a KTM Freeride, and 
neither of them part of the trial, come 
barrelling past me.  
 
I’m away, and with very light traffic, 
there’s plenty of time to look around, 
following my road book I arrive at the first 
section with no problems and proceed to 
adjust my rear tyre pressure to the exact 
and highly scientific pressure of  “a bit 
squashy at the bottom”, but not too much 
don’t want to puncture this early. I pull up 
to the line and the start marshal informs 
me the hill is mine, The Alp finds good 
grip and I’m up on the pegs and away, 
now at this juncture I should like to point 
out that the final instructions did say 
“Tarka restarts etc are astride an 
imaginary line at the post.”, in fact so 
imaginary was this line that I failed to spot 
it at all and went sailing all the way up, a 
beautiful climb, apart from not stopping, In 
fairness, I suppose the marshal hanging 
out of the bank should have given me a 
bit of a clue.  
 
Section 2 was a little harder to find with 
myself and DR350 mounted Alan March, 
(I think), coming to a joint decision of “let’s 
try down here.” The track down to the 
section was getting worse and I was 
hoping we had made the right choice, I 
didn’t fancy going back up, when all of a 
sudden there’s Dave Craddock again, 
waiting for the section to open. The road 
book said “irregular washed out gullies”, 
and boy was it, the marshal commented 
that it had changed a lot from last year, 
this was lost on me as it was my first 
Tarka, the “irregularity” of the “gullies” was 
however, not lost on me and I footed early 
on for big points lost all rhythm and 
paddled my way out, once again not 
stopping at the restart, which I did see this 
time, but having taken the points already, 
I saw no sense in wasting tyre or clutch. A 
very challenging section and this led on to 
Heaton 2, which was more of the same, 
and to someone with my lack of ability, 
looked a bit like a proper trials section. I 

made a much better fist of this one and 
the Alp wriggled and bounced its way 
along to the restart, plenty of grip and 
away for a clean, (I think).   
 
With a big grin, and feeling better after 
first 2 sections it was back to the road and 
passing the start of section 1, now with 
the cars waiting their turn, on to the 
special test in a farmer’s field. As I came 
along the road I was again surprised, this 
time by seeing what looked like most of 
the bike entry, solos and outfits, I was 
second away this morning, had had a 
straight forward ride to the test, i.e. not got 
lost and had only been passed by one 
other rider, and yet most of the other 
bikes were now in front of me, I was 
considering all options, a time warp 
seemed improbable, so I settled on a 
guess at local knowledge and a shortcut. 
At this point I would like to remind you 
about my navigational abilities, and my 
earlier comment on there being some 
worse than me, hands up all the solo 
riders who followed the outfits and missed 
out sections 2 and 3. Oops. Still the sun 
was out and it was warming up nicely 
. 
The special test was a great laugh, and 
the longest special test I’ve done. I 
couldn’t see the end bollard from the start 
line, which led to a fine time of 75 
seconds and to all the sidecar crews who 
let us queue jump a very sincere Thank 
You. No stopping to the corner of the field 
and into Section 5, Foxy Copse, a flat 
meander through the tree’s with a restart 
on a short steep bank and back out to the 
field, and to the road via a gate, which 
had been left open by whoever went 
through before me, I’m not sure the 
farmer would have been too impressed 
had his sheep got out, and there were a 
fair few of them, I suspect we wouldn’t be 
invited back. 
 
The road drive to the solo bike only 
section 6, did cause a few problems, after 
missing the sign post for the Portsmouth 
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Arms I carried on all the way through 
Burrington, about 1.5 miles too far, but 
being a modern man wasn’t too proud to 
stop and ask the dog food delivery man, 
yes really, “Have I missed the Portsmouth 
Arms sign”, “I should say so”  he replied, 
so I turned and retraced my steps, It now 
became clear why I had missed the turn, 
the sign for the pub was high up and 
surrounded by foliage from an ill placed 
tree rendering it invisible from the direction 
I had come first time round. I normally end 
up riding round with Richard Dawe, 
(where were you this weekend Richard?), 
and remember him saying to me that “Trial 
routes are great if you know where you 
are going”, true enough here. Back on 
track I arrived at Hill Head, another of the 
solo bike only sections, a 90 degree right 
off the track, round a tree, drop down a 
bank, round to the left, drive back up the 
bank to cross the track again climb the 
bank on the other side turn right and come 
to grief in the mud, it seemed to be that 
you either cleaned the section or footed 
around the same point as your fellow fails. 
Section end here came right up to the 
start of section 7 which gave me a nice 
clean climb. 
 
Another 5 miles saw us into Oakwell, the 
first half of which was ok, but out of the 
restart, the track, through the woods was 
very slippery and it seemed that if you 
could get away you would clean else 4s to 
6s were the order of the day for the bikes 
at least. Straight after Oakwell was 
another solo bike only section in the 
shape of Cawsey, a point that seemed a 
little lost on Geoff & Jon Westcott, as 
usual Geoff had the CCM wound well on 
and came sliding round the corner behind 
me, I was waiting to start slightly to the 
side, looking like he was going to carry on 
into the next section, and I’m sure he 
would have had the start line marshal not 
stopped him. The section was again very 
slippery, especially off the start line, and it 
didn’t get any easier, the results show that 
no bike made it all the way up. This led us 

on through the curiously named village of 
George Nympton, a name I’m sure, has 
been made up, and onto South Molton for 
fuel and a breather, 4 litres of unleaded for 
the Alp and a Mars for me, (other 
chocolate confectionary bars are 
available), the sun was making its 
presence well and truly felt for the start of 
a beautiful warm afternoon. 
 
After a short stop, people started making a 
move, Buster and Claire, on their 
respective Hondas and Scorpa mounted 
Steve Grinter pulled out, so I thought I 
would make a move as well, leaving about 
a minute or so after them, I was surprised 
to see them coming out of a turning on the 
left, true enough the route said “uphill then 
left” but we had done nowhere near the 
1.8 miles we should have done, in fact it 
was closer to half of that distance, so we 
all joined up and carried on, the correct 
distance brought us to a roundabout on 
the main road, obviously not right, so we 
turned around and retraced our steps, to 
pass more riders going the wrong way, 
who immediately turned around and 
followed us back to the original junction at 
the top of the hill, it was the correct turn 
we found out, just at the wrong distance, 
so with cries of I told you so, we carried on 
to section 10, Holdridge, a gentle jaunt 
through the trees, with another restart, at 
least the route said  there was one, I just 
never got anywhere near it, and looking at 
the results I was in good company, with all 
the bikes bar one succumbing to the thick 
clag between the 12 and 10 markers. 
 
Section 11, the 2nd special test was 
cancelled, so it was forward to Walscott, 
another solo bike only section, and just for 
novelty value it was a downhill ride, but 
not before we had paddled and skied 
down to the start, so washed out was one 
side of the lane I found that whilst we were 
waiting for the section to open I could just 
get off the bike and it didn’t fall over, it just 
sat in the V. There was much discussion 
from those who had ridden the section 
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before, as to which side you should be 
on, left to this point  then move to the right 
and so on, I on the other hand tend to be 
guided by the bike, in other words it goes 
where it wants and I try to stay with it and 
not put my feet down, so with that in mind 
I slithered to the corner, off a big rock and 
managed to ride down the rest of the 
river, (did I mention the river?), swapping 
from left to right for a nice clean, a 
hundred yards or so more brought us to 
the foot of High Bray.  
 
As soon as I turned off the road I knew I 
was going to have a spot of bother on this 
one, because there to the side was the 
very nice Suzuki Dr Big belonging to one 
Mike Maddocks, and this could only mean 
he was around somewhere ready to point 
his camera and jinx me, this tends to 
happen every time he’s about, or maybe it 
just happens to me anyway and he tends 
to capture the  evidence on video, this 
prompted me to adjust the rear tyre 
pressure again this time to “a bit more 
squashy at the bottom”, to no avail, 
suffice to say there are several clips now 
available for all to see on YouTube, (other 
media sharing sites are available), 
including me getting it wrong, Buster 
uncharacteristically getting it wrong, 
Claire Haskins not bothering to stop at the 
restart, and then getting it wrong, the 
Westcott boys getting it wrong and 
capsizing the outfit, and restoring honour 
by showing how it should be done a nice 
climb by Serrow mounted Chris Lidstone 
and others. 
 
We were nearing the end now, section 
14, Lewisbank, was a steep climb up a 
grassy field, spoilt only by having to start 
in the river, note to self: - more dubbin 
required on the boots. My little Alp doesn’t 
normally like climbs like this, as there’s 
not much in the way of power or wheel 
speed, but up the hill we went, right up, in 
fact way past the 1 marker, this did mean 
there was further to come back down 
causing a couple of clenching moments. 

back at the bottom turn left out of the field 
and straight on to Beccott, with barely 
enough time to admire the waterfall 
dropping on to the lane I was waved 
away, sideways off the restart box, gather 
it together and put foot down before the 
end, fool. 
 
Finally another couple of miles brought us 
to section16, Hurscott, I found the climb 
easier than it first looked with plenty of 
grip to be found as long as you avoided 
the gulley to the left at the bottom, a 
handful more road miles brought us back 
to the Cedars for signing off and 
collection of a rosette proffered by a very 
attractive young lady of European origin.  
Finally it just remains for me to thank the 
organising team, CoC, and all the 
marshals for an excellent day out in the 
north Devon countryside, and organising 
some lovely warm sun, much otter than 
last week. See you next year! 

 
 

Phil Winnel, 1948—2012 
 
Sad news to report the death in 
June of Phil Winnel after a long 
illness. 
 
Phil had been a member of 
Ross & District Sports Car Club, 
the MCC and was a part Clerk 
of the Course of the Kyrle Trial. 
Phil was a very active trials 
driver in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s, being the owner of 
a Troll, which he had bought as 
a kit and had it assembled by a 
local engineer 
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BSW Accounting Services 
 

Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
Self Employed, need help with your accounts or self assessment tax return on 

line?  Need to set up a Limited Company? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

VAT   PAYE  NIC Pensions  Capital & Annual Investment allowances 
P&L Balance Sheet  Cash book  Purchase & Sale Books Cash Flow 

 
Free 1st consultation to work through options 

Contact - Barbara.selkirk@bswservices.co.uk 
www.bswservices.co.uk    01584 814594/ 07722 820933 

P D Q 
MoT 

The best in 
Exeter and 

beyond 
 

Unit 5,  
1O5, Summerway, 

Exeter, 
EX4 8DP  
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Motorcycle Championships 
by Stephen Bailey 

 

W ell there is quite a bit going 
on. Firstly there was a very 
difficult Edinburgh Trial with 
some very rough sections. 

(How much longer can Putwell and 
Bamford be used in their present 
condition?) There were possibly way too 
many restarts and if you lost traction at a 
restart that seemed to be it for the rest of 
the hill. It seems to me that trials are still 
getting harder to try to stop one or two 
good riders at the expense of the rest of 
the field. This surely is the wrong way to 
go? It seems a lot of trials are set out by 
car minded people, not realising that for a 
motorcycle competitor a different set of 
criteria apply. 
 
Scrutineering: There does not seem to be 
any standard when bikes are involved. 
MOT and a quick safety check (ball end 
levers, brakes, lights, loose spokes, 
chainguard, security of tail-pack) and the 
correct tyres for solos and sidecar 
specification conformity for the outfits is 
the norm. Also the positioning of the 
competition number (not on helmet or 
clothing) However yet again we saw a non 
ACU specification outfit entered and 
compete in class D in the Taw and 
Torridge. Scrutineers and entry takers 
need to be aware of the regulations. The 
same as if a six wheel drive entry was 
received in class 8. At least the rider of 
that outfit is known to me and at least one 
other competitor and the results were 
corrected. (The entrant must know by now 
that his outfit does not conform and either 
modify it or declare this when entering). 
There was a solo entry that was excluded 
from the results also. 
 
Possibly a good thing to put on the entry 
form would be: 
Does your vehicle conform to the ACU 
Trials specification of sidecars? If NO then 
you will be re-classed to class X. Or be 

refused entry, at the discretion of the trial 
organisers. Note: trials tyres or road tyres 
of less specification of tread pattern than 
that specified in the regulations must be 
used. Incorrect tyres will mean a non start. 
 
I have had a group of motorcyclists ask if 
they could give it a go on Enduro tyres, as 
they do not want the expense of buying 
trials tyres for one event. The answer is 
NO. No exceptions however cheap good 
part used trials tyres are available from 
many sources. Strange also that green 
laners would not use the “Far better for 
Green Laneing” trials tyres anyway. Also 
scrutineers and entry takers need to be 
aware that soft trials tyres are also not to 
be used i.e. Pirelli MT73s, etc, as they 
may break up on the road. 
 
Now another point.. Some (most) 
motorcycle trials in the ACTC are run 
under ACU permits. In fact those that run 
under AMCA still use the ACU and ACTC 
specifications for entries to ensure 
conformity and standardisation. However 
to enter an ACU run event you personally 
need an ACU Trials licence. 
 
However: (Trials Organisers please take 
note) 
 
There is the proviso that ACU clubs may 
hold a “Try Our Sport” event, where riders 
don’t have to hold a trials registration and 
the ACU can issse two permits per centre 
per year for this type of event. Good for 
motor clubs holding one or two bike 
included event a year. This would 
certainly? Attract more into the sport and 
possibly the championships. 
 
To enter an AMCA run event (there are 
only a couple in the ACTC) a personal 
AMCA licence is not needed, as the club 
cover that, as part of their club AMCA 
licence. Note: if you have not got an ACU 
licence then you cannot enter ACU club 
run events, except with the “Try Our 
Sport” exemption. And you need to be a 
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member of an ACU club to get an ACU 
licence. 
 
This was not the case about six years 
ago, and those coming back into the sport 
might not realise this. I am working on 
getting this reversed so as to attract more 
into the sport.  
 
Again ACU club entry takers take note: 
unless running an approved “Try Our 
Sport” event, no ACU card.... No entry! 
 
Woolbridge Motor Club together with 
Bridport & Dorset Motorcycle Club are 

putting on the Hardy Trial this year, If all 
goes well this may be included in the 
Championships in 2013 and Woolbridge 
may apply for ACU registration in their 
own right. I am also in contact with 
Eastbourne and District Motorcycle Club 
to see if their August long distance Trial 
would be suitable for ACTC inclusion 
either as an invite or Championship round. 
 
All the best. 
Stephen,  
 
ACTC Motorcycle  Co-Ordinator 

ACTC Championship points 
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Total 

POUNCY LEAGUE 
David Craddock 12 8 NE 8 11 12 NE NE           51 
Andrew Craddock 8 11 NE 6 10 12 NE NE           47 
Edward Griffin NE 9 NE 10 12 NE NE 10           41 
Ian Myers 2 6 NE 2 4 12 6 4           36 
Philip Sanders 8 NE 9 NE NE 2 8 NE           27 
Richard Dawe NE 5 8 2 2 2 4 2           25 
Stephen Kingstone NE NE 8 NE 9 5 NE NE           22 
Ian Jones 8 NE NE NE NE 8 NE NE           16 
Stephen Bailey NE 7 NE NE 2 5 NE NE           14 
Chris Lidstone NE 12 NE NE NE NE NE NE           12 
Julien Slade NE NE NE NE NE 8 NE NE           8 
Keith Johnston 2 NE NE NE 2 2 NE NE           6 
Tom Beckerleg NS NS NE NE NE NE NE NE           0 
RED ROSE 
Al Lidgate 8 10 12 10 11 8 11 11           81 
Simon Eddy 12 12 NE 11 10 2 12 NE           59 
Geoff Westcott 8 9 NE 8 12 2 NE 12           51 
PeterAdams 2 7 NE 7 9 2 NE 5           32 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                               £13.99 
 

Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre-ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating                               £9.99 
 

Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                 £4.80 
Box 10 special price                               £42.20 
 

CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                  £8.50 
Box 10 special price                                           £76.50 

Petrol Power Eco Max One Shot Boost 
Increases power and MPG. Reduces emissions. 
Cleans injectors fast. Adds up to 3 octane numbers 
250ml treats 60 litres petrol                                 £5.99 
 

CVL Turbo 
An ultra high performance octane booster for use with 
unleaded petrol to maximise engine performance. 
Adds up to 4 octane numbers. Ideal for turbo engines. 
Provides flame front control to increase resistance to 
high speed detonation and mechanical damage. 
500ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                £10.49 
 

Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres       £10.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres                  £7.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£9.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Telephone 01460 66434 
Visit our new Online Shop @ 

www.vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

 

Whitchurch 

MOT 
Centre 

 

Adrian Marfell 
01600 890218




 Air Cooled VW Experts 

 Class 4 Beetles a speciality 

 Tyre Racks 

 Sumpguards 

 Turn-Key Cars 

 In fact, everything you need 
to keep your trials VW 
competitive 

Just off the A40 between Ross and 
Monmouth,  where the Kyrle starts 

48 

Championship Chat 
 

T ime once again to distribute next 
year’s ACTC entry forms with this 
edition of Restart and to request 
once again that you try to get the 

completed ones back to me before the 
Christmas postal rush sets in. To help 
defray the iniquitous costs of postage with 
which we are inflicted in this country if 
you’d like to save yourself the postage 
then bring along your completed form and 
cheque (in an envelope please) to either 
the Hardy or the Allen trials where I shall 
be passengering Dudley, and you can 
offload it when you see me. 
 
2012 has seen a significant drop in the 
quantity of people entering the ACTC with 
a similar drop in entry levels at most of the 
one-day trials. I think it’s essential for the 
continued health of Classic Trialling that 
we have a strong and well-supported 
ACTC. If you are thinking about not 
entering the ACTC championships in 2013 
then I would urge you to please think 
again and if you’ve decided not to 
compete in 2013 then subscribing to 
Restart will keep you in touch with the 
sport until you return.  
 
There are also quite a lot of triallers who 
compete quite frequently in the one-day 
events who are not members of the ACTC 
nor do they take Restart. If you know 
anyone like that please try to persuade 
them of the benefits of joining ACTC (SRs 
in your inbox or through the post; four 
copies of Restart a year; results of one-
day events sent by e-mail; periodic 
distribution of car championship tables by 
e-mail). 
 
Now, on to the exciting stuff, the state of 
play in the various car championships. 
 
There’s a distinct black-and-yellow striped 
look to the top of the Wheelspin because 
with four events to be scored (I don’t have 

the Edinburgh results at the moment) two 
WASP drivers lead the way. Mike 
Chatwin is currently ten marks ahead of 
Dean Partington, but the critical point is 
that Mike has scored in nine events whilst 
Dean has only done so in six. Third 
position is occupied by the current class 7 
ace, Duncan Stephens, some thirteen 
point behind Mike, but with two events in 
hand. There is then a twenty-one point 
gap to fourth place, occupied by Keith 
Sanders in his Class 5 Scimitar, with 
evergreen Bill Bennett in his immaculate, 
evergreen MG only one point behind 
Keith. Tris White, Kevin Barnes and 
Gary Browning are fairly close behind 
Bill, so there certainly will be some 
changes before the end of the season. 
 
Duncan Stephens has won class 7 eight 
times this year so not surprisingly he has 
the most number of points in the 
Crackington. Duncan is followed by the 
two WASP drivers, Mike Chatwin and 
Dean Partington, but the first real 
contender for Crackington honours is John 
Bell with James Shallcross only half a 
whisker behind. Two more drivers, 
currently in Wheelspin-award positions, 
Bill Bennett and Keith Sanders follow 
James, before we come to Dave 
Haizelden, David Golightly, Dick Bolt 
and John White. I’ve given up trying to 
forecast who might be in what position in 
the Crackington come December, suffice 
to say there will be some changes made 
before the ‘Section Ends’ board is 
passed.You’ll be able to find the 
appropriate tables elsewhere in this 
Restart. 
 
Liz Bennett maintains her substantial 
lead in the Navigator’s League, even 
though the Bennett MG has not been out 
on its usual number of events. Pete 
Goode, passenger for Mike Chatwin, is in 
second place and there is then quite a gap 
to Lorraine Rippon, Donny Allen and 
Carlie Hart. 
 



49 

The Troll Trophy for the Team 
Championship is heading for Team 
Eastwood, as it has from season start 
because they are the sole entrants. So 
Messrs Knifton, Partington, Chatwin 
and Bartlett can start sorting out their DJs 
for next year’s annual dinner and award 
ceremony. 
 
I hope that next year there will be more 
teams entered for the Troll Trophy 
otherwise it becomes a pretty pointless 
exercise with only on or two teams.  
 
Time to sign off now, but not before 
repeating my exhortation to make sure 
that you complete and return your 2013 
entry form as early as possible (Hardy and 
Allen Trial would be excellent) but most 

importantly please make sure that you DO 
return it because we need to maintain and 
improve the numbers of people belonging 
to the ACTC. 
 
Final point: this is the last Restart before 
Christmas so I shall wish you all a 
splendid time then and at New Year and 
expect to see you at the top of some hills 
in 2013. 
 
 

Chris Phillips 
Championship Secretary 
 

Navigator's League
Exe ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor LE Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Total

Liz Bennett 5.0 10.0 10.3 8.6 10.5 9.5 10.2 64.1
Peter Goode 11.0 8.0 9.7 10.0 8.6 47.3
Lorraine Rippon 9.6 R 9.8 1.0 9.0 29.4
Kevin Edwards 10.3 7.6 3.0 20.9
Donny Allen 9.0 6.8 5.0 20.8
Carlie Hart 7.0 8.8 3.0 18.8
Del Broom 7.8 9.4 17.2
Christine Andrew 7.5 8.8 R 16.3
Neil Forrest 9.5 6.8 16.3
James Curtis 9.4 9.4
Chris Phillips 4.0 5.0 9.0
Pat Toulmin 8.4 8.4
Sue Ludford 1.0 1.0
Tim Cookman 0.0
Amanda Peirce 0.0
Tim Thompson R 0.0
Jan Ziomek 0.0
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W h e e ls p in  T a b le  2 0 1 2
E xe C lH E xm C oC N or T o r L E K yr Ilk T & T E d i E xC T am A ll C aC T o ta l

M ichae l C ha tw in 6 6 6 9 10 6 8 9 8 68
D ean P arting ton 10 10 9 10 1 0 9 58
D uncan S tephens 2 10 8 4 5 9 7 45
K e ith  S ande rs 8 3 8 1 4 24
B ill B enne tt 5 4 1 7 3 3 23
T ris  W h ite 10 9 19
K e vin B arnes 1 5 5 7 18
G a ry B row n ing 9 9 18
S im on G rove s 7 1 0 17
Jam es S ha llc ro ss 5 4 5 3 17
A d rian D om m ett 7 7 14
D ick B o lt 5 5 10
N ico la B u tche r 5 5 10
John W h ite 5 5 10
D ud le y S te rry 1 5 3 9
H arry B u tche r 5 3 8
N ick F a rm er 5 3 8
M ike W orkm an 8 8
E ric W a ll 5 2 7
John W ilton 7 7
John B e ll 5 1 6
C harles K n ifton 6 6
A n drew R ippo n 5 1 6
D avid S ym ons 3 3 6
C aro line U ga ld e 3 3 6
C ourtney Y and le 5 1 6
M a l A llen 5 5
B a rry  C la rke 5 5
D avid G o ligh tly 2 3 5
D avid H a ize lde n 5 5
R icha rd H ou lg a te 5 5
M ichae l Lee te 3 2 5
Jam es S m ith 5 5
N ea l V ile 5 5
R ob W e lls 5 5
P a u l B a rtlem an 4 4
N ick C lea l 4 4
Joshua M oss 3 1 4
D ean Y arran ton 4 4
P e te r H art 3 3
D avid M ille r 3 3
P e te r M oun ta in 3 3
R icha rd P eck 3 3
C o lin P e rrym an 3 3
S tephen P o tte r 3 3
S im on R idd le 3 3
A lan S e lw o od 3 3
M ichae l W arnes 3 3
D uncan W e lch 1 1 2
S im on W oo da ll 2 2
C o lin  B iles 1 1
T ony B ranson 1 1
N ick C ross 1 1
P e te r Jones 1 1
V ic Lock ley 1 1
John  Lud fo rd 1 1
B rian P artridge 1 1
Lee P eck 1 1
R yan T onk in 1 1
A d rian T ucke r-P eake 1 1
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Crackington Table 2012
Exe ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor LE Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Total

Duncan Stephens 11.0 8.6 11.0 10.8 10.8 11.0 11.0 10.4 10.3 94.9
Michael Chatwin 10.0 7.7 11.0 9.4 10.3 8.0 9.7 10.0 8.0 84.1
Dean Partington 11.0 3.0 10.4 9.3 10.0 10.7 11.0 9.0 74.4
John Bell 11.0 9.3 7.6 8.5 R 8.3 10.3 10.1 9.2 74.3
James Shallcross 5.0 10.5 9.4 10.3 10.8 9.5 10.2 8.4 74.1
Bill Bennett 5.0 10.0 10.3 8.6 10.5 9.5 10.2 64.1
Keith Sanders 10.6 10.4 10.5 10.4 11.0 10.5 63.4
David Haizelden 5.0 8.4 9.2 10.5 10.4 10.2 53.7
David Golightly 9.0 10.6 9.5 9.3 7.3 45.7
Dick Bolt 5.0 7.6 10.0 5.0 8.7 6.6 42.9
John W hite 5.0 10.3 8.0 7.6 5.0 6.8 42.7
Peter Jones 9.4 1.0 9.4 6.0 9.5 35.3
Gary Browning 10.5 9.8 10.9 31.2
Michael Leete 3.0 8.3 10.2 9.3 30.8
Andrew Rippon 9.6 R 9.8 1.0 9.0 29.4
Stuart Bartlett 5.6 9.4 8.4 5.7 29.1
Kevin Barnes 1.0 R 3.0 9.8 5.0 10.0 28.8
Stuart Highwood 0.0 5.0 7.8 4.8 9.3 26.9
Mal Allen 9.0 6.8 5.0 6.0 26.8
Jonathan Toulmin 8.6 8.4 9.8 26.8
Luke Blaber 7.4 8.8 10.0 R 26.2
Dave Broom 7.6 7.8 9.4 24.8
Vic Lockley 9.5 6.8 8.4 24.7
Brian Andrew 8.5 6.8 7.8 R R 23.1
Rob W ells 5.0 9.6 8.5 23.1
Tris W hite 10.6 10.0 2.0 22.6
Richard Houlgate 5.0 8.0 8.0 21.0
Adrian Dommett 10.5 10.3 20.8
Nicola Butcher 5.0 10.0 5.0 20.0
Simon Groves 8.7 11.0 19.7
Dudley Sterry 1.0 4.0 2.0 5.0 7.0 19.0
Harry Butcher 5.0 10.8 3.0 18.8
Peter Hart 7.0 8.8 3.0 18.8
Charles Knifton 9.5 0.0 8.4 0.0 R 17.9
Michael Pocock 9.2 8.3 17.5
Simon W oodall 8.0 8.7 16.7
Caroline Ugalde 3.0 4.8 4.9 3.0 15.7
James Smith 5.0 10.2 R 15.2
Roger Goldthorpe 0.0 8.8 6.0 14.8
Murray Montgomery-Smith 3.0 5.8 1.0 5.0 14.8
John W ilton 6.6 7.5 14.1
Robert Hodgkinson 4.0 3.0 7.0 14.0
John Ludford 1.0 R 9.0 4.0 14.0
David Miller 3.0 5.0 4.7 12.7
Eric W all 5.0 7.0 12.0
Dean Yarranton R 0.0 4.0 8.0 12.0
Stephen Potter 3.0 8.5 11.5
Stephen Kingstone 4.0 7.5 11.5
Nick Farmer 5.0 3.0 3.0 11.0
David Symons 3.0 3.0 5.0 11.0
Neal Vile 5.0 5.8 10.8
Paul Bartleman 10.7 10.7
Tony Branson 5.0 1.0 4.0 10.0
Nick Cleal 9.4 R 9.4
Brian Partridge 0.0 8.3 1.0 9.3
Joshua Moss 3.0 6.0 9.0
Mike W orkman 0.0 9.0 9.0
Claire Rippon 8.9 8.9
Anthony Andrew 8.8 R 8.8
David Jackson 2.0 0.0 0.0 6.7 8.7
Rob Hawarth 8.4 8.4
Duncan W elch 7.4 1.0 8.4
Terry Coventry 7.8 7.8
Lee Peck 4.0 3.8 7.8
Colin Perryman 3.0 R R R 4.8 7.8
Tony Young 7.8 7.8
Ed W ells 0.0 7.0 7.0
Peter Mountain 3.0 3.0 R 6.0
Courtney Yandle 5.0 1.0 6.0
Roger Ugalde 5.9 5.9
Nick Cross 4.8 1.0 5.8
Richard Banbury 5.6 5.6
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
11th November Hardy Woolbridge ACTC invite 
25th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
25th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
2nd December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 
4th January 2013 Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
20th January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
27th January Exmoor North Devon Championship (C/M) 
3rd February North Coast Camel Vale * 
3rd February  Cotswold Clouds Stroud Championship (C) 
10th February Launceston Launceston * 
16th February Northern  Fell Side Championship (C/M) 
24th February Chairman’s Holsworthy Championship (M) 
2nd March Derbyshire VSCC * 
3rd March March Hare Falcon ACTC invite 
3rd March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
9th March Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 
16th March Herefordshire VSCC * 
17th March Torbay Torbay MC Championship (C/M) 
29th March Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 

13th April Kimber MGCC * 
14th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
28th April Bovey Down Windwhistle ACTC invite 

22nd September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
5th October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
5th October Welsh VSCC * 

12th May Ilkley Ilkley MC Championship (C/M) 

14th September Yorkshiire VSCC * 
6th June  ACTC Dinner    

1st April Presidents Camel Vale * 
5th April Scottish  VSCC * 

13th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
19th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC invite 
20th October Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
27th October Tamar L&NC Championship (C/M) 
2nd November Lakeland VSCC * 
3rd November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
17th November Hardy Woolbridge ACTC invite 
24th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
24th November Neil Westcott Exmoor Championship (M) 
1st December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 


