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EDITORIAL 
 
Editor: Mrs Pat Toulmin 
Northbrook                                                             Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands                                                      Jonathan Toulmin 
Heath End                                                             Tel: 01789 731332     
Snitterfield                                                              jonathan@toulmin.info                    
Stratford on Avon                                            
CV37 0PP                                                      
Tel:   01789 731332                                                ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
pat@toulmin.info                                                                
 
 
I always leave my ‘editorial’ to the last and hope for some inspiration. Simon also does 
the same…. So it’s always challenging to sort out the pages at the last moment, as his 
contribution is always the last to arrive. This time he didn’t fill the space I had left so I 
have had to include a photo of him (better not tell him as he might use this ploy next 
time….) 
 
As a child I quite enjoyed doing jigsaw puzzles and I guess Restart is a bit like a jigsaw, 
but without the picture on the box lid…. The picture is up to me. 
 
However back to Simon—he asks about people attending Race Retro, which is going on 
just up the road as I write. Jonathan is there officiating on the Midland Automobile Club 
stand. As the hillclimb and sprint seasons haven’t begun yet we don’t know what the 
effect of the ‘credit crunch’ will be on these disciplines, but I image that there will also be 
fewer entries, especially as most are spread across the country. MAC has a good 
number of members, but only a very few are interested in classic trials and the club 
depends on others to marshal the Clee Hills Trial, for which we are very grateful. 
 
Some members of the MAC committee were concerned about the lower entry this year, 
but according to Simon’s analysis we are not as bad as some others, and we are still 
able to attract some interesting VSCC entries. I could have included several 
photographs of the Model A Ford and its enthusiastic driver. 
 
The Clee continues to attract some enthusiastic amateur photographers and I still wish 
that other ACTC clubs could do the same. 
 
Jonathan and I will be back in a trials car for the Lands End...not a Marlin, but what 
could be the new equivalent  of the Mk 1 Ford Escort…. no prizes for guessing what it is 
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The year seems to have started with signs 
of the recession biting on the budgets of 
trialling folk. Although the MCC would tend 
to be thought of as slightly more immune 
(can you be more immune?) to fluctuation 
it like every other trial so far this year has 
b e e n  d o wn  o n  i t s  e n t r i es . 
Look at the numbers (for cars {except the 
Lands End}, rather than totals for which I 
apologise to our motorcycling colleagues). 

Even the Cotswold Clouds, which receives 
huge local support, did not run a full list, 
and the Northern probably most the 
blighted by the cost of fuel in getting to 
and from has taken a huge hit. The only 
event showing any immunity is the March 
Hare, which has closed with a full entry. 
Albeit, this event only offers fifty places 
and is run by another club which boasts 
local support. It is also the local event for 
all those supposedly rich people who live 
in the South East. Yes, yes, I know, if you 
were that rich you’d be racing at Le Mans 
rather than up some muddy bank in 
Hertfordshire.  
 
As I write this, there is muttering of fuel 
going up by 5p per litre in the wake of 
events in the Middle East who knows what 
effect that is going to have on our sport. 

My fear is that it will all become much 
more parochial, with people being 
reluctant to travel far to compete. In the far 
south-west, this is probably less of a 
problem as there are more clubs offering 
more events but further east there could 
be significantly less demand, with the 
danger that clubs will not be able to justify 
running what are quite expensive events 
(when compared with a single venue) to 
put on.  
 
This has the potential to develop into a 
Catch-22 situation whereby there are not 
enough events to justify developing a car, 
and there are not enough competitors to 
justify putting on events. Should the sport 
degenerate into a South-Western 
speciality, then it is unlikely that the 

powers that be will view it just 
as an outmoded curiosity akin to 
dwile-flonking, and not worth 
protecting when reviewing 
legislation. The cost of petrol 
has a knock-on effect on entry 
fees as well, as organisers 
spend more on the precious 
substance whilst going round 
the routes. 
 

So, that’s the doom and despondency out 
of the way. It was great to see James 
Shallcross joining the elite ranks of overall 
winners on the Northern Trial. James 
joined “the gang” as a result of seeing the 
Fifth Gear program on the Exeter Trial 
back in 2008. Does this prove the old 
adage that “it pays to advertise”?  
 
There is another new motorsports show 
starting this November based at the Ricoh 
Arena in Coventry. Its advertising claims 
that it is designed to appeal to everyone - 
particularly those just starting to get 
involved in club motorsport. Alas it then 
blows its credibility (in my eyes at least) by 
saying that it will be showcasing all the 
different types, styles and formulae 
available to national motorsport racers, 
teams and enthusiasts. There they go – 

Event 2010 2011 Down by 

Exeter 234 171 27%
Exmoor 49 37 24%
Clee Hills 63 55 13%
Cotswold Clouds 82 78 5%
Northern 36 17 53%
Lands End 378 312 17%
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I  start this month’s Spin with something 
a bit technical and rather important. 
You all no doubt remember a few 
years ago the MSA decided to change 

the specifications of the fire extinguishers 
that were acceptable for use in motor 
sport. This resulted in most of us having to 
buy a new extinguisher to carry in our 
trials car. In fact most people ended up 
buying a 2 litre AFFF filled extinguisher as 
an ‘off the shelf’ item. The actual MSA 
specification was for a 1.75 litre unit. 
 
This week I decided to take my unit, 
bought in 2004 to my local fire equipment 
specialist for checking. When I looked 
closely at the label that had been fixed on 
the extinguisher by the company I bought 
it from I noticed that it said it must be 
discharged by 2009, that is, five years 
from the date I bought it. The local 
specialist confirmed that AFFF 
extinguishers must be discharged every 5 

years, so my extinguisher was a year 
overdue. What they actually did was swap 
my old unit for a new unit that is now good 
until 2016. My old unit will be discharged, 
refilled and swapped to another customer. 
This, of course, was not free of charge, as 
it cost me £15 plus VAT. But now I am all 
legal again for the most ‘eagle eyed’ 
scrutineer. Did you know that this had to 
be done? 
 
 

Sect’
s 

Spin 

using the “R” word. I don’t suppose they 
even know that trials exist. So the 
question has to be, is it worth exhibiting 
at a show like this, or is it 
better to rely on the word 
of mouth and accept that 
the majority of “the great 
unwashed” who frequent 
these shows are even 
less likely to take up 
classic trialling than they 
are the roundy-roundy 
sport at which the show 
is primarily pitched. 
Hands up anyone who’s 
reading this who was first 
attracted to us by looking 
at a show stand and 
being tempted. Please, 
just one person can 
prove me wrong. It’s 
RaceRetro this weekend 
as I type. Did you go, 
and if so why; to see old 
friends; to make contact 

with a supplier; to admire the machinery; 
or what; let me know, I’m curious. 
                                             

Simon on the 2011 Clee Hills Trial, on the Slab 
(Photo by Jonathan Toulmin) 

5 

The Exeter was run in weather that for an 
open car driver was quite good. We 
managed to get from Ross-on-Wye to our 
Cirencester start in the dry and then onto 
Haynes Motor Museum where it started to 
rain as we queued for the scrutineer. The 
rain had stopped by the time we left 
Haynes. Then more rain as we got to 
Meerhay and as we reached the end of 
the section the heavens really opened and 
combined with a heavy ground mist 
reduced us to about 10 mph as visibility 
was so bad for the next few miles. 
Eventually the rain stopped and we slowly 
dried out on the hills and road sections to 
breakfast, which, as we were a very early 
car, we reached in darkness. Daylight 
bought out the sun and the remainder of 
the trial was driven in glorious weather.  
 
I managed to get off the Wooston Steep 
restart but just ran out of grip a little further 
up the track in the very deep leaves, so 
deep we could not see ruts or tree roots. I 
put a new tube in a punctured tyre at 
Ilsington village hall car park in between 
eating a pasty and drinking a mug of tea. 
Suitably refreshed and with two good 
spare wheels we could then attack the 
rocky horrors of Simms, Tipley and 
Slippery Sam. We were in the first ten 
cars to attempt Simms. Off the restart no 
problem but ran out of grip on ‘the slab’, 
which was covered in a liquid mud slurry.  
 
Perhaps I should have used second gear 
off the restart and a little more speed, who 
knows. Survived Tipley and Sam with no 
problems and claimed a ‘Bronze’. Time for 
two hours sleep before the supper and 
wonder of wonders could actually hear the 
speeches this year. Only disappointment, 
the bar had no hand pumped ‘real ale’ on 
offer. The pump was there but no beer so 
had to drink fizzy stuff. 
 
After my lay off of last year I have so far 
this year had outings on the Clee Hills and 
Cotswold Clouds trials as well as the afore 
mentioned Exeter. The Clee was its usual 

clever two loops and we started with the 
nice rocky Western loop over the Long 
Mynd. I really enjoy these sections and 
the Troll seems to go well on them. Then 
onto the muddy Eastern loop. I managed 
to clean Stretford Wood and Easthope 1 
which was a new achievement for me. It 
took two days to get all the mud and clay 
off the car after the trial, that Shropshire 
clay really sticks to things. Enjoyable trial 
with most finishing in daylight and home 
early.  
 
For the Clouds I always drive the Troll 
there and back and enjoy the run to the 
start. I was running at number 13 and sure 
this had something to do with my very 
poor performance! I think I had my worse 
day’s trialing ever even scoring a 12 on 
one muddy hill when I could not even get 
off the start line. Managed to pick up three 
punctures one low down on Wicked 
Juniper and the other two I know not 
where but there were two flat back tyres 
on Monday morning. The sun came out 
briefly on my run home and I was home 
before it was dark. 
 
The organisation for the Kyrle Trial is well 
under way and regulations will be out by 
the time you read this. Two good long 
sections we cleaned out last year have 
been completely destroyed by logging so 
we will have to find some replacements. 
We at Ross Motor Sports Club are very 
pleased that the Forestry sell off has 
stopped, as there were some real anti 
motor sport people trying to get their 
hands on the Forest of Dean. Our local 
Forestry Commission office could not be 
more helpful with the organisation of the 
Kyrle. 
 
The next ACTC Council meeting is on 
Sunday 8th May. It would be great if we 
can get representatives from all ACTC 
member clubs, please try to be there.  
 

Stuart Harrold 
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2011 Exeter Trial 
by Bill Bennett 

 

F or the first time for a very long 
time I had to miss some time from 
work after the Christmas / New 
Year break due to a bad attack of 

man flu, to the extent that I was beginning 
to wonder if I was going to be fit enough to 
drive in this year’s Exeter Trial. 
Fortunately come Friday 7th, although still 
not 100% I felt I would be able to tackle 
the riggers of the event. 
 
We had been watching the weather 
forecast very carefully for the last week or 
so and it had been alternating between 
snow, heavy rain and occasionally even 
some sun. Driving an open car with only 
fly screens the weather during the trial not 
only gives some indication of what the 
sections might be like but also how high 
the “fun factor” might be. The worst 
situation is when you leave your chosen 
‘start’ in heavy rain, getting so wet you 
experience that trickle of water running 
down your back making everything 
including your knickers soaking wet, you 
then stay wet for the whole trial and the 
battle is then to keep warm, which in 
advancing years gets a little harder each 
time. Thank goodness for man-made 
fibres! 
 
With our number of 148 giving us a start 
time of 22.13 hrs from Cirencester it 
meant that we would be leaving home at 
about 20.20 hrs to allow for the journey of 
48 miles to Cirencester and time for 
signing-on, scrutineering, etc when we 
arrive. We also need a little bit of time to 
catch up with news from other competitors 
and enthusiasts who are at the start, this 
being one of the pleasures of taking part 
in the event. 
 
We were very lucky with the weather 
whilst travelling from home to Cirencester 
and from Cirencester to Sparkford with 
only a few drops of rain just as we 

approached Sparkford. There was quite a 
long queue waiting for scrutineering and 
from arriving to actually getting dealt with 
was about 45 minutes. I understand that 
as the evening went on this queuing time 
increased to over an hour, I expect this is 
something the MCC might be looking into. 
 
After a first breakfast and a short nap on 
the floor of the entrance to the museum it 
was our turn to start the business part of 
the trial. Needless to say the weather had 
worsened and light rain was falling, but on 
our short journey to the holding control 
before Meerhay this light rain turned into 
rain so heavy that it was difficult to see to 
drive. As you might imagine in less than 5 
minutes both Liz and I were wet through to 
the skin. Driving was made all the more 
difficult because of a mist which came with 
the rain. It was nice to get to the holding 
control because then at least we could put 
up the umbrella and get some shelter from 
the pouring rain. 
 
Meerhay was probably a little rougher 
then usual but in spite of the river of flood 
water coming down the section there was 
quite a lot of grip so presented no 
problems. A quick pump up of the tyres 
and we were on our way to Musbury 
Garage for the “passage control”. I could 
not find any definition of a “Passage 
Control” in the MCC yellow book but was 
informed by steward Tim Keeling at 
Sparkford that it was not a “Time Control” 
and there would be no penalty for early 
arrival apart from the ¾ rule. 5 miles 
further down the road and we had reached 
Bovey Woods where we would tackle 
Norman’s Hump and Clinton. 
 
Norman’s Hump although just beginning 
to get a little rougher since its re-grading 
following timber extraction a couple of 
years ago, was still not the section of 
earlier times. Once again there was quite 
a bit of grip on this section and no real 
problems experienced. After the usual 
short trip through the wood, out on to the 
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road, down the hill and re-entering taking 
the right hand fork on entering the wood 
and we were soon at the bottom of 
Clinton. This was the hill that claimed a 
diff from me a few years ago. Since then, 
when I spent about 1 ½ hours half way up 
Clinton changing diffs in the middle of the 
night, I have treated the hill with as much 
caution as I dare. This year I have to say 
the hill was probably a bit easier than 
usual for us, but I’m glad we didn’t have to 
perform the restart as this gave one or two 
a problem. 
 
Approx 4 miles down the road and we 
were queuing for our go at Waterloo. This 
is another hill, which can claim a number 
of scalps but according the Graham 
White, who was on the start line, this year 
most were coping with it quite well. 
Another 10 road miles and we were ready 
to attempt Rill Path, which was very 
straight forward. It was then on to Streets 
where we in class 2 had a preferential 
start line. This was very kind of the 
organisers but not really necessary or 
much advantage. Next was the first 
special test at Core Hill. This was where I 
nearly made a stupid mistake. The test 
was very straight forward, starting with 
front wheels on line A, all wheels over line 
B then all wheels behind line B then 
forward to stop astride line C. Simple 
enough except when I started from line A I 
passed over line B and because line C 
was so close, for some reason thought I 
had to put all wheels over that line. 
Fortunately my passenger was more 
awake than me and with her reminder I 
managed to complete the test properly, 
albeit with a slow time. 
 
Another 3 miles brought us to Bulverton 
Steep where once again we were offered 
a preferential start. While letting my tyres 
down near the start I heard a voice I 
recognised as that of Libby Dibble who 
used to live about three miles from me 
and with whom I played mixed hockey 
some 43 years ago! Libby and I were both 

fullbacks and because we had quite 
strong forwards, often had spells with not 
too much to do, so we would lean on our 
hockey sticks back by the goal and put the 
world to rights! It was nice to see Libby 
again. Having successfully climbed this hill 
which was quite slippery towards the top, 
we pumped up our tyres and made for 
Exeter Services and our second breakfast 
of the day. 
 
For the first time for many Exeter trials we 
were virtually on time at this point and had 
not suffered any major hold-ups since the 
wait in the rain at Meerhay Holding 
control, full marks to the organisers! 
 
At our appointed time we left the Exeter 
Services and drove the 18 or so miles to 
Tillerton. Here again there was virtually no 
queue and by the time we had adjusted 
our tyre pressures the start marshal was 
ready for us to start the hill. Tillerton is 
always quite rough in the mid part of the 
section and this year was no exception, 
but there was plenty of grip and therefore 
no need to attack the section too hard and 
risk breaking the car. Once tyres were re-
inflated we set off for Fingle Bridge but 
after crossing over the A30 and whilst 
accelerating up the hill towards Cheriton 
Bishop I heard one of those noises you 
never want to hear from your engine and 
immediately we were down to two 
cylinders. We coasted to a stop and 
having checked plugs and a couple of 
other things, with the help of John Wells 
who seems to be immune from the effects 
of sparks, by pulling off the plug leads in 
order whilst the engine was running we 
came to the conclusion that at best the 
head gasket had blown between numbers 
one & two cylinders, at worst, well that 
didn’t bear thinking about! 
 
It looked as if our Exeter trial was over 
making it the first MCC event we have 
retired from since 1993, having 
participated in almost all the events run 
during that period. There was nothing left 
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to do but to phone the RAC who we had 
been paying for the last 8 years so that on 
such occasions we can be taken home 
without worry. Little did we expect the 
attitude of the patrolman when he arrived 
who made it very clear that as we were 
competing in a motor sport event we were 
not covered for recovery!! After a few 
moments and after offering to get “his 
mate” to take us home which would have 
cost us £250, he drove off leaving us on 
the side of the road. If you have RAC 
recovery for such occasions then I 
strongly recommend you cancel your 
membership and save yourself some 
money because if you do call them out 
you will not get any help. 
 
Liz and I were on the side of the road for 
over 5 hours with not so much as a roof to 
shelter under while we waited for our son 
to bring a trailer from home to collect us. 
This long wait was made more pleasant 
because of all the other competitors and 

friends who stopped to offer help. Even 
three members of the general public 
stopped to see if they could help, one was 
a well suited gentleman who with his 
family were passing by in a new Range 
Rover, he offered to tow us to somewhere 
where there was more shelter and even a 
pub we could sit in, but our son already 
knew of our current position so we 
thanked him very much for his kind offer 
and waited a bit longer for our rescuer to 
arrive. 
 
Needless to say having endured the night 
run, the heavy rain, etc and to break down 
at about 09.00 hours in the morning did 
not make this our favourite MCC event 
although this was absolutely no reflection 
on the organisers. I must admit the 
question was asked if we were getting too 
old for this sort of “fun” but I’m sure once 
the little car is running again our 
enthusiasm will return. 
 

The 2011 Exeter Trial  
by Richard Dawe 

 

I  have a problem; it is midday on Friday 
7th January, my start at Cirencester for 
the Exeter is eight hours and eight 
miles away and I seem to be ready. 

This is not a normal situation and requires 
serious thought, there must be something 
else that needs doing. Time for a beer. 
 
The root of the problem is that for only the 
second time in nearly 30 years of MCC 
trials I have the bikes at home and am 
starting out from there – normally I would 
start from Popham which requires 
transport of bike or car from lock-up to 
madam’s house and go from there, but 
there have been one or two mutterings of 
late about ‘b----- trailers’ so it was time for 
a change. Cowardly, I know. 
 
So off to Cirencester, interviewed by a 
nice lady from the Wiltshire and 

Gloucestershire Standard, and off into the 
night – weather mild but rain threatening. 
Discovered I had forgotten a timepiece, so 
called in at home to pick one up – handy 
that the route goes within 100 yards of 
home! Bits and pieces of rain now 
beginning to fall but nothing too serious. 
Arrived at Haynes, met up with riding 
companions and old friends, scrutinised, 
signed, most excellent breakfast – tasty 
and good value, and off to Meerhay. 
 
More determined rain now and this is a bit 
of a pain when trying to navigate, but hey 
ho, if you can’t take a joke etc. I remember 
Meerhay as a gravely track with many 
concrete drainage gulleys across it, which 
just shows that you shouldn’t trust to 
memory when attempting a section – it 
was stony and very muddy – a sizeable 
dab needed here to keep things on 
course – all feels a bit ring rusty – have to 
get the act together. On to Normans 
Hump and Clinton. 
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Starting at an angle to the hill is always a 
tad difficult – it means you can fail a hill 
before you have got to it, if you see what I 
mean. The sharp right turn was extremely 
muddy although the hill and the restart 
were really no problem at all. Clinton was 
its usual rough and ready self, but as it is 
dark one only has a limited idea of how 
rough. 
 
On to Waterloo – another very muddy hill 
and another sizeable dab needed to keep 
going – first time I have had that problem 
on Waterloo, I think, but then a well-
controlled memory bank tends to delete 
previous errors, as they say in IT. Rill 
Path, Stretes, Core Hill special test and 
Bulverton Steep all in rapid order before a 
monumentally expensive breakfast and 
rest at Exeter Services. Still the rest was 
most welcome. 
 
Off to Tillerton, usually guaranteed to give 
you indigestion, and it didn't disappoint. 
Even at walking pace with very careful 
placement of the front wheel it required 
immense concentration to escape its 
clutches with a clean sheet. Maybe the 
flat-out blast is a better approach – it has 
certainly worked in the car in the past, but 
it does carry some risk! My riding 
companion lost his Gold here – the engine 
just died halfway up the section – he 
restarted it and rode out no problem. Ah 
well, there is always next year. Fingle was 
lovely as always – a pleasant climb up 
through the trees from the delightful 
valley, always with more hairpins than 
there were last year. Curiously there was 
a notice on the start line warning of 
something unpleasantly lumpy around the 
first corner – wait a minute, isn’t this a 
trial? The notice for Tillerton would be a 
four page essay……. 
 
Wooston with its two routes next – now 
that the trees have been replanted it has 
gone back to something like its old self – 
still very steep but now slippery as well – 
less of a problem for the bikes as there 

was a nice clear single track up the 
middle, but the cars will have struggled. 
Into Ilsington School for more excellent 
refreshments and a most amazing 
collection of drawings from the children – 
aren’t young inventive minds wonderful? 
Vote of the day definitely goes to the one 
with the gun – who knows how useful that 
could be on a section? 
 
There are many amazing sights and 
sounds to be had in the trials world, but 
sitting in the restart box on Simms on a 
small capacity trail bike looking up at what 
appears to be the North face of the Eiger 
has to be one of them. Add in the dozens 
of expectant faces turned your way and 
you wouldn’t be human if you didn’t have 
the odd qualm or two. Still, its no use 
whingeing, just drop the clutch and get on 
with it! The rains had washed away any 
loose stuff and the top half was just bare 
stratified rock – medium speed and a very 
steady throttle hand required – such is the 
relief on sailing over the top that 
remembering the stop and go line is an 
effort. 
 
Tipley appeared to be a fast-running 
stream – which is the best place to ride it 
really as there won’t be anything untoward 
in the bottom – it will have been washed 
away. As always when an MCC section 
the whole of the lane is observed, which 
can lead to the early relaxation-type 
problem if you are a regular Torbay Trial 
competitor - the Torbay section ends after 
the step. 
 
Slippery Sam at last – rough and awkward 
as ever but a great way to finish a superb 
trial. A competitor’s thanks can never 
really do justice to the time and effort put 
in by organisers and their teams, the 
marshals, the administrators and the 
many unsung helpers – but thanks 
anyway! 
 
                                              MUDDY FOX 
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Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 

Air bottle repairs & refills 
Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 

Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 
 

If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 

 
4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 

Junction 10, M5 
Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

 

A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN    ULTRABURN UNIT  NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 
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The Exeter Trial 7/8th January 
2011 

by Pat Morgan 
 

T here is one problem with being an 
"occasional" Classic Trial car-
competitor rather than a "regular". 
This concerns maintenance, or 

rather the lack of it! I like to use my trail 
bike for MCC trials, but I also enjoy using 
my Marlin for the occasional (colder) 
event, for which, of course, one needs a 
passenger. The car does not get much 
use during the rest of the year neither 
does it get much in the way of timely 
maintenance! Enter, stage left my long-
suffering wife, Sue, protesting loudly about 
several previous years' non- starting, 
being cold, breaking down en-route, 
general discomfort, lack of luggage space, 
etc. All perfectly justified I have to agree.  
 
So, after several years of these problems 
and disappointments, she issued the 
ultimatum:-" Find something other than the 
Marlin in which to do the Exeter Trial, or I 
will not passenger for you!". So, the hunt 
was on for a replacement trials car. In 
recent years a number of fellow 
competitors have taken to using the 
Suzuki X90 with its1600 engine, short 
wheelbase and reasonable ground 
clearance. Some have had notable 
successes with the X90, although I was a 
bit put off by the photo in the MCC 
magazine Triple, of an X90 lying on its 
side on one section during the 2010 
Edinburgh Trial! But I do remember that it 
was a particularly difficult section! I had 
been on the trail bike and could not get 
very far up the section! 
 
A suitable-sounding X90 was advertised in 
Eastbourne, so after several phone calls, I 
set off with car transporting trailer, a 
sturdy pal and a big bag of money, to see 
if it would be suitable. It had already 
received a number of minor scratches, 
scrapes, biffs, and other blemishes, which 

suggested that a bit of trials use would not 
unduly reduce its value! There were one 
or two question marks about the car 
however! The battery was on charge when 
we arrived. Always a worry, that one! The 
passenger side window (motorised) did 
not operate very enthusiastically, and the 
driver's side window did not operate at all! 
However, there was a spare window-
winder motor in the boot! There was a 
strange roughly cut out section in the 
passenger door panel, which had really 
spoilt the panel itself, but must have been 
there for a reason. I thought it may have 
been evidence of a previous window 
winder replacement exercise which 
perhaps had not been carried out in the 
conventional way. Anyway, the window 
winder was working, however slowly! 
There was some evidence of the car 
having been repeatedly squeezed through 
gaps which were not really wide enough, 
(hence the lack of mirror on the left hand 
side), but I was mindful that it was 
destined to be used as a trials car after all! 
 
The deal was done on the basis of a 
going, stopping (albeit diagonally), MOT'd, 
window – winder less, left-hand side 
mirror-less "work in progress", and back to 
Grantham we went for a bit of fettling. 
Unlike the Marlin this Suzuki was MOT'd, 
went well, stopped (sort-of), started easily, 
had a (fierce) heater, some luggage 
space, a radio, and the prospect of 
Japanese reliability. Sue issued the good 
housekeeping seal of approval for the use 
of the Suzuki for the Exeter and I 
proceeded to check it over mechanically. I 
did not have time to do any modifications. 
A sump guard would have been nice, but 
there was already reasonable ground 
clearance, and there is a cross member 
under the sump which would provide a bit 
of protection anyway. After all, this was 
class "0" we were entering! 
 
The biggest problem was finding tyres. 
The standard tyres are 195 x 65 x 15. 
Finding something with full profile and a 
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reasonable trials pattern tread, which is 
also listed in the RAC approved list proved 
impossible. I had to settle for Pirelli 
P3000s with the prospect of checking with 
other competitors during the Exeter Trial 
to see what they had managed to find in 
the way of approved tyres.  
 
After a week or two spent checking all 
fluid levels, fitting a replacement battery, 
new brakes on the front left, a new set of 
P3000s, a new driver's side window 
winder motor, and a decision to risk the 
absence of a sump guard we were off to 
the class " 0" start. So far so good. 
Scrutineering went OK. Declaration of 
change of vehicle went smoothly. Signing 
on - no problems. Route changes noted. 
 
At the first time- control: - "I can't get out", 
said the passenger. The door handles 
simply did not engage with the locking 
mechanism at all. She was stuck in the 
passenger seat with no easy means of 
escape! The torrential rain did not help! 
The only way out was by climbing over the 
transmission tunnel, brake lever and 
gearlever, and through the driver's side 
door. This of course meant some delay 
during which the driver got soaked! This 
was then repeated in reverse order after 
the time check. A brief examination of the 
door suggested that this failure of the door 
handle / lock might be the reason for the 
oddly rough-cut panel in the door. It had 
obviously happened before!!! 
 
The removal of the rough-cut panel, a 
quick torchlight inspection and a bit of 
probing with pliers and screwdriver 
produced no solution, so we continued on 
our way in our one-door, 2-seater 2-wheel 
drive Suzuki. Every time we stopped Sue 
had to exit and enter via the driver's side 
door. 
 
The sections were very interesting, 
especially in the dark. Some were rougher 
than I had anticipated, this being only our 
second outing in class "0" .In the previous 

class "0" attempt at the Exeter (which had 
been in an MGB), we had only managed 
the first section before writing-off the 
exhaust on a drainage up-stand across 
the trackway. Thus had perished our first 
class "0" outing! 
 
I was delighted to find that the Suzuki 
managed to get up some of the hills 
without too much trouble. Until, that is, the 
hill where a marshal developed a strange 
fascination with the front left hand corner 
of the car. His searchlight continued to 
play on the front wheel, way past "section-
ends" and on up the hill until we turned a 
corner. It took me a while to realise that 
the heavier than usual steering meant that 
we had a flat tyre on the front. Jacking a 
car up on mud is not ideal. We found a 
sort-of flattish area where we could stop 
without holding up the other competitors, 
and then found that jacking a car up on 
deep leaf - mould is not ideal either! The 
tyre was off the rim but for no obvious 
reason. The wheel change went well, 
albeit slowly, and then we had to decide 
whether or not to risk any further sections 
with no serviceable spare wheel. We 
decided to play safe and to cut out the 
next few sections and head for Exeter 
Services and breakfast, to catch up with 
friends who had gone on ahead following 
our flat tyre.  
 
This worked well, and we then left the 
breakfast stop at 7.30 am to find an early-
opening tyre dealer who might be able to 
fix the tyre. A National Tyre depot was 
located, and after some difficult 
negotiations with a reluctant employee 
who clearly did not want to be there at that 
time on that particular Saturday morning, 
and who was not prepared to refit or repair 
the tyre or fit an inner tube, we had to 
settle for a replacement tyre, just to get 
going again. The replacement tyre was 
not suitable for our purpose, nor was it 
RAC listed, but at least it was the right 
size and would get us out of trouble in the 
event of another puncture. 
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Back we went to find the remainder of the 
trials hills. I have to admit that the Suzuki 
got up some hills, which I did not expect it 
to clean. This included one particularly 
rocky hill, which I would have struggled on 
with a bike, but it got up cleanly. We ran 
out of grip mid-way on a number of climbs 
and stopped just short of "section ends" 
on another and had to be rescued by Land 
Rover. At Simms, where there was a long 
queue, the class 0 hill should have been 
straightforward, but I could not get enough 
grip to even reach the start line. Five or six 
attempts, with longer and longer approach 
runs each time we finally made the start, 
and then happily managed to clean the 
hill! 
 
I think that the Suzuki, with a few 
modifications, with a decent set of tyres (if 
I can find them), and with a sump-guard 
(more to inspire confidence than to guard 
the sump) will make a very competent 
occasional trials machine. 
 
On the Exeter I did see one X 90 with an 
interesting modification. It was clearly 
being used as a serious trials machine, 
and was entered in the main trial rather 
than class "0". The owner had two spare 
wheels in the boot, with another one 
mounted on a rack on the back. The 

prospect of being able to carry 3 spare 
wheels is particularly appealing, after 
experiencing our mishap in the forest. I 
have therefore invested in a towbar onto 
which I hope to fit a spare-wheel mounting 
frame of some description. I have entered 
the Suzuki in the Land's End Trial and if I 
have not managed to design and build a 
wheel carrier by that time, I think I shall 
have to take a tape-measure with me to 
copy the design and wheel-rack 
measurements of the other X90 
competitors, who seem to have the 
problem cracked!  
 
The car has now been serviced, and its 
timing belt replaced. Two further P3000s 
need to be ordered, and I need to find two 
spare wheels from somewhere. The door 
catch/lock problem is now fixed. I found 
what to fiddle with by a process of trial and 
error so when it happens again I should 
be able to open the door again. 
. 
Sue says that overall the X90 was a big 
improvement over the Marlin in the 
luggage and comfort departments. It was 
a big bonus not only getting to the start 
this time, but also getting to the finish, 
(even if we did have to go via National 
Tyre Services and cut out a few sections 
on the way!) 

2011 Exeter Trial  
by Nigel Jones 

 

I t was always going to be a difficult 
event. I’m always a bit nervous before a 
night trial and having no car to use just 
four days beforehand didn’t make the 

lead-up any more comfortable.  
 
My Skoda had gone for an MoT in 
November and it soon became apparent 
that I had done far more damage on the 
Edinburgh than realised. In fact there was 
so much damage to essential mounting 
points that economical repair of the old 
and tired body was ruled out (unlike me, 

the car has no private health insurance!). I 
have another Skoda in stock, but there 
wasn’t enough time to make all the 
changes. Things were looking a bit grim. 
 
Dave Hunt, my navigator and long-time 
pal was roughing it in Thailand, doing the 
beach bars and preparing to leave for 
Xmas in Singapore. He would be home on 
New Year’s Eve. Communicating by 
email, he suggested we use the (ex-Peter 
Grenyer) X90 that was sitting on his 
driveway in Liverpool (well it was when he 
left anyway!) I could pick it up on New 
Year’s Day, have it checked over and 
further-prepare it for our use. Things were 
starting to look brighter. 
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2011 Exeter Trial 
by Jonathan 
Toulmin 
 
 
 
Stuart Harrold & Chris 
Phillips on Tillerton 

 
 
 
 
 
S K Roach, HRG on 
Tillerton 

 
 
 
 
 
MJ Crosby, Marlin on 

Slippery Sam 



16 

So after a relatively sober New Year (the 
first away from my wife in 37 years – the 
sacrifices we make for trials!) watching 
loads of Chinese lanterns and Joules 
Holland, I took a cautious drive home to 
Leicestershire in the X90 on New Year’s 
Day. My first impressions weren’t brilliant, 
as it seemed really strange after more-
normal cars. Two and a half hours later it 
was starting to grow on me, which was 
good, because just a few days later we 
were sitting at the start of this year’s 
Exeter Trial. 
 
I enjoy the touring assembly, although I 
wish it used more interesting roads. I try to 
understand the reason for so much 
distance on A roads, but miles and miles 
of white lines bore me to tears and playing 
I-Spy in the dark is almost impossible. It’s 
a shame because we pass so much good 
stuff on the way. I’d certainly support the 
challenge of basic OS map navigation for 
cars on the road section, using 6-figure 
references, potty lights and Romers. Proof 
of achieving could be route-check boards 
or simple questions. Now that would 
provide really good fun to this rather 
boring section of the event, but more 
importantly, it would stop people “cutting” 
and driving straight to Haynes. It wouldn’t 
suit the bike riders of course as I can 
imagine that following the road book at 
night is challenging enough, without 
having to carry a map-reading pillion 
passenger as well! Anyway, I digress. 
 
We left Haynes eager to get going. In no 
time at all we stopped to lend our lights to 
car 536 who had an early puncture. There 
was a hint of damp in the air.  
 
Meerhay is a good opening hill. Set down 
between high hedges, currently disturbed 
by the worsening weather, the narrow 
stone track rises gradually, through an S 
bend and past the unusual sight of a 
bonfire (must be some Pagan ritual) and 
finally negotiating one of the horrible 
concrete drainage channels near the 
summit. The X90 took it in its stride.  

The wind was well and truly up now as we 
drove on through the night. Amazingly we 
drove through thick mist, mixed with 
crosswinds and lashing rain, passing bike 
riders and drowned rats in open vintage 
cars. Undoubtedly these were certified 
loonies, let out for the weekend and I was 
glad to have a modern car. Before the 
passage control at Musbury Garage we 
joined the car park of waiting competitors 
under the familiar road bridge. Timing is 
just another annoyance of the road 
section. 
Normans Hump is a favourite of mine and 
it presented no real challenge to us this 
year. Confidence was building and things 
were starting to look promising. 
 
Clinton is an awesome hill. We were 
elated the first time we cleaned it in the 
Skoda however I wasn’t sure the X90 
would perform as well. I needn’t have 
worried as we climbed it with ease. But it’s 
only at the crossover point afterwards, 
waiting for other cars that you appreciate 
just how steep it is! The X90 was starting 
to gain my respect. 
 
However this was almost shattered as we 
struggled over the lump at the bottom of 
Waterloo and then again as we came out 
of the S bend. I really thought we were in 
for our first fail but we managed to claw 
our way to a clean. It wasn’t as easy as I 
had expected and chinks were appearing 
in the armour. Rocking madly from side to 
side in a big jelly mould was disturbing my 
usual calm demeanour. 
 
Rill Path and Stretes passed without 
incident although Stretes had a slippery 
start. The special test at Core Hill was fine 
where old autotesting skills proved a 
benefit. 
 
We arrived at Bulverton in time to watch 
Barrie Parker, our old friend, throw the 
Scirocco into the hill. It was an interesting 
approach to the uphill, adverse-camber 
left-hander at the start of the hill. What’s 
good for Barrie is good enough for me I 
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thought so, instead of trickling around the 
bend, I floored it! “Always watch and 
learn” We made the restart with ease and 
completed the hill in a most satisfying 
manner. I was looking forward to 
breakfast. 
 
At Tillerton, the daylight exposed the 
ground conditions after the mucky night 
we’d had (No, not that sort. Behave 
yourself). They didn’t look too good, but 
we’ve always cleaned this hill in the Skoda 
so I wasn’t too concerned.  However the 
X90 struggled up to the restart, putting up 
smoke on the rock 
slab as we slithered 
and crawled across it 
and out the other side 
for a hard earned 
clean. It was almost a 
fail and I was 
beginning to have my 
doubts.  
 
Fingle is one of the 
best hills to drive due 
to its length and 
sweeping bends, 
though the holes and 
lumps seem to get 
bigger each year. 
Fortunately the route 
s ep ar a t ed  h e r e 
overcoming any 
delays, though I feel 
sorry for class 0 to 
miss the hill. Last year 
I flew up in the Skoda, 
hanging the tail out on some of the bends 
but took a more cautious run in the X90 
this year. The morning sun was pouring 
through the trees as we caught Barrie up 
at the summit. I felt it was going to be a 
good day. 
 
We encountered our first queue of only 4 
or 5 cars at Wooston Steep. It allowed us 
to stretch our legs, take in some fresh 
morning air and watch the dreaded 
Beetles (Skoda enemies) have a go. I was 
surprised to see them reversing down as 

we’d cleaned it last time in the Skoda. So, 
with a hint of apprehension we made our 
attempt, sailing up the hill with ease, 
through the restart box with only a little 
effort to a clean. I was comfortably 
pleased with myself and pushed on to 
complete the second special test at 
Clifford. 
 
We had a slow puncture and decided to 
change the wheel in the village hall car 
park before Simms. There was the usual 
delay getting to the bottom of the hill. I’m 
not sure how this can be avoided but it’s 

very frustrating. Whilst lining up at the 
start, two smartly dressed women came to 
the window in an excited manner, saying 
that they were from a nearby village in 
Leicestershire, knew my car and 
mentioning names to qualify it. They had 
come to see the Skoda in action! I nearly 
fell over, but within seconds we were gone 
and even now I have absolutely no idea 
who they were! Could this be fame or 
better still, were they groupies like in 
Fo r mu la  1 ?  No w  t he r e ’ s  a 
thought…………… 
 

Nigel on Tilllerton Steep 
(Photo by Jonathan Toulmin) 
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Our climb up Simms was pathetic, albeit a 
serious attempt by the driver. A friend in 
the crowd overheard someone 
commenting seriously that they thought a 
4WD would have done better………. They 
were probably right.  
 
Tipley passed without incident in the now 
strong afternoon sunshine. The night’s 
heavy rain had obviously washed away 
any slime, allowing good grip. We drove 
along the A379 on our way to Slippery 
Sam, taking time to have an ice cream in 
the car park overlooking the English 
Channel. It was a gorgeous afternoon and 
we were feeling relaxed. 
 
Finally, Slippery Sam, the last hill and one 
that holds no fear for us. We’ve failed it 

before but only with mechanical problems 
Our Japanese, ultra-reliable and 
seemingly un-burst-able, quiet running, 
warm, dry, slightly under-powered, oddball 
car hadn’t missed a beat and it wasn’t 
going to now. Sure enough we cleaned 
the hill with ease and cheered loudly at 
the summit (though no-one was there to 
hear us).  
 
We had completed another Exeter Trial. 
Nobody in class 5 reached the A boards 
on Simms so consequently the hill was 
scrubbed and we were awarded a Gold. 
An excellent result followed by dinner at 
the Trecarn with friends completed 
another great event. 
  

The 2001 Exeter 
by Peter Mountain 

 

T his Exeter was the 25t h 
anniversary of my first drive in a 
classic trial, back in January 1986 
in my Morgan +4, my passenger 

then was Rob Wells, who this year was 
driving the Mk 2 Escort, one car behind 
us. It was wet in 1986 as well, but this 
time the rain was overnight, in 1986 it was 
at the Devon end of the trial. 
 
The week before was weather forecast 
watching, hoping it would not be too cold 
or wet. I had been selected to be a 
traveling marshal and this is usually 
regarded by the Dellow as a good reason 
to break something and retire early! 
 
We had rain for part of the 70 mile drive to 
Popham and then set off as first car from 
Popham for a very wet run down to 
Haynes Motor Museum. We had to wait 
half-an-hour in the scrutineering queue at 
Haynes but that got us in at the right time 
to get our scheduled 1-hour compulsory 
stop and a very welcome early breakfast. 
During the drive to the first hill the 
heavens opened on us; a hood is not an 

option for a Mk 1 Dellow with no doors 
and a large crew. Passenger Jim’s new 
fishing suit proved very waterproof, except 
for the water that hit us when I went too 
fast through a large puddle and the 
resulting bow wave went down the open 
neck of his jacket. 
 
When we stopped in the long queue for 
Meerhay the rain stopped as well, what a 
relief! The hill itself was rutted but grippy 
and we wondered what caused the hold 
up; if this was to be the same on all hills 
we expected to be delayed by hours by 
the end of the trial. 
 
On to Norman’s Hump and Clinton in the 
Bovey Down Woods, both to be attempted 
in the dark. In 1986 these hills were the 
last sections in the trial that finished at 
Sidmouth. They were also tackled in the 
dark and I remember it was raining heavily 
and I could not get my Morgan up either 
hill, even without restarts. This time we 
managed to get up both hills and drove on 
to Waterloo, which is the sort of classic 
trial section that I really enjoy. Looking 
back I recall that it was much more difficult 
in a long wheelbase car with minimal 
ground clearance and long rear overhang. 
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Near Rill Path we came across a Marlin 
being towed out of a ditch by Rob Well’s 
Escort. No damage to car or occupants, 
even though one of the crew was walking 
round holding a disconnected Marlin door, 
so we drove on. 
 
Daylight was most welcome but the clouds 
looked ominous. Bulverton Steep can be 
very slippery but the rain seemed to have 
cleaned it up nicely. On to Exeter Services 
with a clean sheet but the difficult part of 
the Exeter Trial are the hills after Exeter 
Services. Is that because we are very tired 
or are the later hills more difficult? 
 
Tillerton has been one of my bogey hills in 
the Dellow, but this time we stopped in the 
right place and the restart was kind to us. 
On to Fingle and no wait, so we took a 
chance on not lowering the tyre pressures 
and found that the hill was not nearly as 
rough as 3 years ago when we last went 
up it. 
 
On to what has become for me the most 
difficult Exeter section, Wooston Steep. 
No trouble with the restart but the mud 
immediately after the restart robbed us of 
speed and traction and we did not even 
manage the A board on the steep part that 
is tackled only by classes A, B, 7 & 8. I 
thought I used too much power through 
the mud, Jim thought I did not use enough 
power through the mud; next year we 
might find out who is right. The results 
show that only four class 8 and three class 
7 cars got up, which has eased the 
disappointment a little. 
 
The rest and refreshment at Ilsington 
parish hall was very welcome, followed by 
the usual queue on the approach to 
Simms. 
 
Returning spectators kept telling us how 
difficult Simms was this year, so it was 
with some trepidation that I started off 
quite slowly to get a good position in the 
restart box. I did not see the flag marshal 
but after a short stop in the box pushed 

the accelerator pedal down and went as 
fast as I could given the big bumps just 
before the slippery bit. At the top the sun 
was full in our faces and I could not see 
anything except a vision in my mind of a 
not very wide gap between the spectators. 
Jim looked over the screen and urged me 
not to stop until we got to the line. In 1986 
we got up Simms, but only because of the 
gentle low down grunt of the TR engine. 
 
Looking at the 2011 video clips of Simms 
climbs on YouTube I decided that it was a 
tie between two of the Escorts for Fastest 
Time of the Day. On video evidence, best 
climb of the day must go to Bill Rosten in 
his Imp and most spectacular climb to 
Simon Groves, who just never gives up. 
 
Just two sections to go and I was hoping 
that the car stays in one piece. Tipley can 
have a difficult restart but most people 
seemed to manage it this year. 
 
There were lots of rocks to catch the 
unwary on Slippery Sam but plenty of grip 
on the restart this year. I was glad that 
there was only a short run through the red 
mud after the hill. On to the finish and 
claim a Silver – no Triple this year. We 
were about on time at Exeter despite the 
delay at Simms, so the scheduling on the 
route card must have been pretty good. 
 
Rob Wells in his Escort also got a Silver 
having been beaten only by the bumps 
and slime on Simms. 
 
I enjoyed the dinner and hotel, the 
speeches were commendably to the point 
and a good time seemed to be had by all. 
I recall having been involved in a much 
longer after dinner drink in 1986, the 
difference being a function of age related 
stamina. Good weather on Sunday for the 
drive home was a welcome bonus to end 
an excellent weekend. In 1986, I drove the 
Morgan home at 80mph, in 2011 we went 
at 55mph in the Dellow; illustrating the 
respective road manners of these two 
cars. 
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Thanks to organizers and marshals 
for their much appreciated hard 
work, especially in the rain. 
 
There were no Morgans in class 5 
this year, but six in class 0, 
including two 3-wheelers. The 
main trial sections are now too 
rough for Morgans and they and 
many others who don’t want to 
wreck their fairly standard, 
valuable and loved cars and bikes 
are now entering class 0, which 
has become by far the biggest 
class, even though it caters for a 
great diversity of vehicles. Class 0 
is here to stay and if it expands at 
the present rate I think it may well 
become the backbone of MCC 
trials in years to come. 

Peter & Ed on the 1986 Exeter, 
Simms. 

(Photo by Dick Lankester) 
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The 2001 Clee Hills Trial  
by Mike Chatwin 

 

W hen speaking to Jonathan 
after this year’s Clee Hills 
trial, I feel I must have waxed 
too lyrical as I was 

immediately asked whether I could pen a 
few words for the magazine. As I had 
taken no notes on the way round, I said a 
hill by hill account would be difficult; 
however he said an overview would be 
fine. 
 
The Clee Hills in 1983 was the first trial I 
ever competed in. It had snowed 
overnight, which made an interesting day 
for everyone! We arrived in our orange 
1300 Beetle with foot pump, jack, not very 
accurate tyre gauge and no idea what we 
were doing. I would like to say that we 
excelled, but if we did it was only in trying 
to attain the highest score.  
 
My passenger on that event was Jeremy 
Bouckley, and, by an amazing 
coincidence, 28 years later after a longish 
break (!) he was passengering again. Yes, 
after 28 years he had decided he had 
enjoyed it so much he would give it 
another try. I have competed in the trial 
over the years, however I have missed 
quite a few due to a conflict of dates. I 
passengered last year in Adrian 
Linnecor’s Cannon, and really enjoyed the 
event, so was determined to enter this 
year. My regular passenger was ill, so 
Jeremy offered to cover.  
 
We arrived at the start in good time to go 
through scrutineering and have time for 
coffee and a bacon sandwich. We were 
running car 3, so 8:35am saw us on the 
road. The first few hills were relatively 
easy, and included a special test through 
a ford. Soaked my passenger who had 
failed to activate wipers! Then an 
interesting run through the gliding club. 
Three hills in that area; nice to see Martin 
Webb marshalling, who I had not seen for 

a few years. Then on to Strefford Wood, 
where the trial really changed up a gear. 
We had quite a few airbound moments - a 
really good hill. 
 
Then onto holding control for Meadowley 
Wood. Time for a coffee and food. I had 
thoughtfully remembered my passenger’s 
capacity for food, which had not 
diminished with the years, and had 
ordered two extra sausage baps to take 
with us. (so that’s who they belonged to.. 
the staff at the Craven Arms thought I, as 
Secretary of the Meeting, might know – 
ed) It was at this point that I had to 
confess that I had forgotten to pick them 
up when we left the pub. His bottom lip 
started to quiver, so I thrust a Kit-Kat into 
his hand before he broke down 
completely. He muttered something to me, 
but I don’t think it was thanks.  
 
Onto Meadowley. We got off the start, but 
with so much tyre smoke we were having 
trouble seeing. However, we cleared the 
section. Then onto Jenny Wind, which 
was in great form. Simon Woodall climbed 
it; we got stuck on the very edge for a 1. 
Dropping back down from our perch was 
hazardous. Simon helpfully said that he 
was glad he was not in our position. My 
passenger was still muttering how hungry 
he was, so seemed oblivious to our 
situation. Anyway, landed safely.  
 
We then inflated the tyres; a big mistake. 
The special test had a real sting in its tail. 
We had to reverse off the track onto 
another off-camber muddy track. It took us 
quite a few attempts to get all four wheels 
back over line B; but at least no markers 
touched. We then missed our left turn in 
the woods, and had a scenic tour. Then 
onto Jenny Wind Out. No one seemed to 
be able to make much headway on this 
hill. We got a 7, which I think was probably 
about par.  
 
Onto the final three sections. All incredibly 
slippery, but great fun. Easthope had a left 
turn at the very top. Should have taken it 
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slower! On Major’s Leap we seemed to 
keep changing from first to second, then 
back again. We cleared it, though. Hilltop 
was very, very slippery. We kept in first 
gear; the car was sliding and I kept telling 
my passenger to stop bouncing. But with 
his woolly balaclava (hand-knitted, circa 
1983), he seemed oblivious to 
instructions. We got to the top, and he 
enquired what I had been shouting. It 
turned out he thought I had been saying 
‘Keep Bouncing’.  
 
Back to the Craven Arms for a drink and a 
chat (unfortunately they were not serving 
food!). It had been a great day out, 
weather conditions were perfect for a 
challenging event, and those last half 
dozen hills were really tremendous, 
particularly for the class 7 and 8 cars.  
 

I’ve always enjoyed the Clee and over the 
years it has evolved, with Simon, 
Jonathan and now Adrian all putting 
tremendous effort in to create a wonderful 
trial; challenging but not damaging. And 
what I really appreciated – no restarts at 
all. They really did not need them. Just 
thinking of how I can arrange my entry 
next year and avoid birthday dates. 
 
We had a great run home in the Wasp, 
which had run perfectly all day, thanks to 
Dean and his amazing build quality. Not a 
single warranty claim have I had to make! 
Finally for my long-suffering passenger: 
fish, chips and mushy peas, after which he 
smiled and said that he might perhaps do 
it again in twenty-eight years...  
 
P.S. I know it’s close to the date of the 
Exeter but I think it has become one of the 
must do trials.  

Mike on The Slab 
(Photo by Jonathan Toulmin) 
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Clee Hills 2011 
by Tony Branson 

 

I t’s been several years since I drove on 
the Clee. Last year I was passenger for 
Fred Mills who borrowed the Branson 
White Marlin, which left us stranded at 

the bottom of Ratlinghope for most of the 
day although it did recover and attempt 
the Jenny Wind and Meadowley. 
 
This year I entered SRT the Toulmin 
constructed EFI O series Marlin that you 
will read about in ‘Red Rag to a Bull’ and 
my son Hal came as passenger. Fred 
Mills brought his own Marlin and Derek 
Reynolds was extracted from the DAF to 
bounce for him. 
 
The first section for the upper class loop 
was Castle Hill. It didn’t trouble the score 
sheet but was great fun to drive up. Every 
trial needs a classic section like this. 
 
Ratlinghope Special Test caused us no 
problems this year and we were soon on 
our way to Far Gatten. 
 
Many of us have felt that the descent from 
Gatten’s Gamble would make a 
challenging section. It seems that the 
organisers felt the same. Unfortunately 
when we arrived I saw a Dutton getting 
thoroughly stuck in the ruts. I then decided 
to do something clever (always a 
mistake). I set off slowly keeping out of the 
ruts on the right. Predictably the back 
wheels slid back into the ruts and we ran 
out of speed before I could get the front 
wheels over. 
 
As soon as we had reversed back we 
powered out of the section without 
problem, which is what I should have done 
in the first place. 
 
The route to Priors Holt past the gliding 
club was fun and we were soon at the 
Blakeley noise test, 97db, we could have 
had another 3.  

Priors Holt 3 was the scene of a great 
coup for Hal on his first trial as a driver 
when he got off the restart when a certain 
JJ Toulmin in an EFI Marlin did not. 
 
This year there was no restart but the 
section still looked pretty intimidating. In 
fact it was a sheep in wolves clothing but 
we were taking no chances and rocketed 
out of the top. 
 
The last time I saw the slab the 
aforementioned JJT got a long way up 
before stopping and then reversing into a 
position where it took a number of us to 
push him out and collect the bits of rear 
light lens. This year it was benign but still 
great fun to ascend with large amounts of 
air under the front wheels. 
 
Priors Holt 1 is long. You get round the 
corner, get a bit of speed on and then 
realise how far it is to go. We kept going 
and going and the wheelspin started to get 
worrying. Hal bounced and I took my foot 
off the loud pedal and bounced. We did 
the bit from 4 to 2 at about 400rpm, Oh 
the torque of that engine.!! We then got 
some grip and shot out of the top. 
Particular gratifying as Jonathan was 
there and said he had never cleaned that 
section. 
 
End of the first loop, back through Craven 
Arms and on to Strefford Wood. 
 
The last time I was here I was Fred’s 
passenger and we struggled to get off the 
start. This year despite being in second I 
still couldn’t get up any speed and we just 
couldn’t get up onto the cross-track, 
should have had less air in the tyres and 
perhaps changed into 3rd. (Tony obviously 
didn’t read the route book where the 
instructions say ‘flat tyres and flat out’! – 
ed) We were disappointed with a 7. Fred 
had got a lot further only to be rewarded 
with a 6. 
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The drive to Meadowley seemed to go on 
forever, particularly as we drove past the 
foot of Hungerford, such a miss. 
 
Meadowley is always fun and this year 
was no exception. On the way to the start 
we came across Mal and Donnie Allen 
changing a wheel. A puncture had caused 
them to stop at 7. The main challenge 
here was to keep the car on the track. I 
have to admit to bouncing off one of the 
trees but nothing was going to stop us. I 
don’t know if it was the same tree that that 
kicked Murray Montgomery-Smith up the 
rear mudguard. 
 
The Jenny Wind was in good form and we 
had a good blast in the lower part but 
succumbed to wheelspin for 6. 
 
The Harley Special Test was causing a lot 
of problems. We took it very slowly and 
went very high before reversing over line 
BB. Despite this we did the fastest time in 
the class. Pity we couldn’t match that 
performance on the sections. 
 
The less said about Jenny Wind Out (or 
Jenny Wind Up) the better. We spent a lot 
of time with the front wheels and the 
sparewheel carrier being the only points of 
contact with the ground. 
 
On arrival at Easthope I notice a 
suspicious dark trickle emerging from the 
front of Fred’s car. Inspection from the top 
revealed no obvious cause but when Fred 
looked underneath he realised that the 
sump plug was missing. I had visions of 
tracing the oil slick to its origin to find the 
plug, as had been the case with Allen 
Foster’s Morgan on a previous Edinburgh. 
However as the majority of the oil had 
been trapped in the sump guard this could 
not be done. Fortunately aforementioned 
sump guard had also captured the plug, 
which was replaced and Fred had 
sufficient spare oil to allow him to 
continue. 
 

I like Easthope 1 but I’m sure there is a 
tree on the right with my name on it. We 
set off well and gathered lots of speed, 
enough I felt to get to the corner and 
perhaps a bit round it. However just before 
the 4 marker the Marlin went all Prince of 
Wales on me and went to hug the tree. It 
didn’t manage to get as intimate as on 
previous occasions and both car and tree 
escaped unscathed. The marshals 
extracted us with considerable efficiency. 
 
To get anywhere on Major’s Leap it 
seemed that you needed to slot the car 
into the grooves at the foot of the section 
extremely accurately. I’m afraid we went 
for approximation rather than accuracy 
with a significant loss of momentum and 
had to be content with 8. Fred misses the 
slot completely for 12.  
 
By the time we got to Hilltop the mud had 
been completely churned in the lower part. 
We saw Derek Tyler in the VW Baja 
bounce over this into the higher but still 
slippery reaches and disappear out of the 
section. We tried the same line but could 
only struggle to 11 and this seems to have 
been the popular score for class 7. 
 
The exit took us up Ippikins Rock a 
section much enjoyed in the past. I 
thought I would explore the theory that the 
O series would pull almost any gear and 
chugged up the section comfortably in 3rd.  
 
It was an excellent trial and the 2-loop 
system worked well again with no 
significant delays. Congratulations and 
thanks to the organisers and marshals. 
Also congratulations to Pete Hart for 
showing what can be achieved in a Marlin. 
On seeing the results Hal emailed me 
saying ‘What has Pete Hart got under the 
bonnet of that car?’ I felt I had to point out 
that the vital component was located 
nearer the rear of the vehicle.                
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2011 Exeter 
Trial by 
Jonathan 
Toulmin 
 
 

Bill Rosten, Hillman 
Imp, on Tillerton 

 
 
 
 
 

D Haste, Gas Gas, on 
Slippery Sam 

 
 
 
Mike Maddocks & Julia 
Browne, Yamaha Wasp 
on Slippery Sam 
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2011 Cl
by G
at P

 
 

 
 
Michael 
Leete & 
Mike 
Hayward, 
VW Beetle 

Mark Tooth & Rob 
Gilmour, VW 
Beetle 
 
 
 
 

Keith Sanders & 
Mike Warnes, 

Reliant SS1 
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lee Hills Trial  
eoff Aston  

Priors Holt 

Dave Haizelden & Paul 
Allaway, VW Golf 
 
 
 
 
 
Rob Northover & Chris 
Adeney, Austin Chummy 

 
 
David Golightly 
and Carla Smith, 
Ford Model A 
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2011 Clee Hills 
Trial by Jonathan 
Toulmin 
 
 
 
 
Adrian Marfell & Giles 
Greenslade, VW Spl on 
the Slab 

 
 
 
 
 

Dave Hunt & Nigel 
Jones, Suzuki X90, 

Priors Holt 2 

 
 
 
 
James Shallcross & 
James Curtis, Peugeot 
205, Priors Holt 2 
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From Zero to a Six on the Clee 
Hills Trial 

by Vic Lockley 
 

H aving previously only ever taken 
part in a class '0' car an MGB 
Roadster (still trialing) and having 
missed out in 2010 due to a 

major holiday, I entered my recently 
acquired VW Beetle in class '6' to 
experience what the full Trial is like. Neil 
Forrest my navigator from previous trials 
informed me that we were first car off on 
the Easterly Loop time 8.31am. An early 
start from home (Ross-on-Wye), up at 
6am having only had 5 hours sleep, silly 
me having DJ'd at a party on the Saturday 
evening!! The day dawned fortunately not 
freezing cold but slightly damp, so far so 
good. 
 
Scrutineering over we had 30 minutes to 
wait, time to down a cup of tea and a 
bacon butty, NO, it had to be sausage as 
they had run out of bacon. Then we're off, 
our first section was No:8 Strefford Wood 
in charge Ross Club member Greg Dixon-
Smith a Morgan driver and asked what it 
was like? Very muddy and slippery - you 
bet, off the line round the corner, slid off to 
right in ditch - no way out (fail) that's a 
good start. 
 
Next up, the same again except, it's 
longer, well if it was I didn't find out score 
9. Five miles on we arrive at Pinstones to 
be confronted by two very nice ladies who 
showed us a diagram on what to do, 
which included two tight' bends one of 
which we could reverse once without 
penalty and it was very tight with a steep 
drop on one side. That done we had a 14 
mile road section to arrive at Jenny Wind, 
having done this in class '0' I knew what to 
do, floor it and go, achieved a 6, one day I 
will get to the top!! 
 
Special Test 2 Harley Bank my time of 
22.3 seconds was not beaten by anyone, 

maybe it had something to do with the fact 
that I was first car to tackle it - still it felt 
good. Easthope 1 came up next, class 6 
cars had a tyre pressure limit of 15psi, 
much too high. Hilltop Section 17, more 
mud, dropped tyre pressure to 9psi, still 
no good, scored 11, my worst of the day.  
 
Seven miles on to Section 18 Heywood 
Common, clean or fail - clean for us. Half 
a mile on, find a wide section of road to 
pump up tyres (pumping by foot). Whilst 
doing this an estate car pulled up 
alongside and an old lady got out, my 
thought was she was going to tell us off 
for making a mess but NO, she opened 
the back door and produced an electric 
pump and told us to use it as it as it was 
much easier. Well, this has reinforced my 
faith in people who are not apposed to 
motor sport. We thanked her for the offer 
and explained what we were doing and off 
she went shaking her head, probably 
thought we were a little mad. 
 
Special Test 2 up next then on to For 
Gotten, very rough with a hole big enough 
to modify the nose of a Beetle. John 
Sargeant at the start said "Go on Vic you 
can do it" and do it we did - thank you 
John. 
 
On arriving at the top of Long Mynd and 
driving past the Gliding Club on to the 
bridleway the view takes your breath 
away, you feel on top of the world. Three 
more sections in the woods, Priors Holt 1, 
2 & 3, No: 1 we scored 2, No:3 we scored 
0, No:2 we had our only restart and 
scored 2 but struggled to go on, the VW 
seemed to stick in the deep track, we 
required a push from Mark Tooth & Rob 
Gilmore - many thanks. While in the forest 
Neil & I decided to have our lunch break 
and talk over the day's events, our score 
of 46 seemed GOOD, but we will have to 
wait for the results. 
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Exmoor Trial 2011 
By Chris Phillips 

 

T he Exmoor Trial has long been 
one of my favourites, and I 
suspect one of Dudley Sterry’s, 
because of the start venue, the 

Cedar’s Hotel, and the magnificent 
breakfasts that they serve – oh and the 
sections as well!  Of course, the breakfast 
was better when it was a buffet, but that 
was back in the days before Dudley 
bought the trailer and he drove the J2 to 
and from events. I can tell you that 3-4 
hours in an open car very early on a 
Sunday morning sharpens up the appetite 
a treat. 
 
The drive down to Barnstaple from 
Lyndhurst this year promised reasonable 
weather for the trial, and the section along 
the North Devon Link Road from the M5 
saw a clear sky and the sun breaking 
behind us to make good on that promise. 
Signing-on revealed that there were to be 
no restriction of tyre pressures and no 
route changes, so with breakfast inside off 
we went. 
 
Clear skies normally mean that in January 
it’s cold and so it proved with the in-car 
thermometer on the MG telling us that it 
was –6C outside, which explained the 
sheets of ice that we found in the holding 
control on the way to the first section and 
at King’s Cott . This section is fairly rough 
with one or two ruts but the results show 
that only one car dropped any points here, 
and that there were more problems for the 
bikes. This was a fairly straightforward 
drive for Dudley and the MG and we 
emerged from the top quite easily. 
 
The second hill, Hurstcott, and its 
approaches were also very icy and we 
saw one of the bikes in front of us had a 
tumble just before the section. The bikes 
had lots of problems here with as few 11s 
and 12 being scored It also proved very 
costly to the first car on the road, Alan 
Black in his UVA Fugitive, when he just 

couldn’t get off the line without rolling back 
a foot or so. Again we found this hill pretty 
simple is spite of the ruts, but there was a 
sting in the tail. Embarrassingly, we 
bottomed out in the mud on the track and 
had to re-inflate the tyres before Dudley 
could blast clear. This also had the effect 
of giving Brian Corfield and Charles 
Shopland a mud bath. Sorry chaps. We 
also discovered that the engine was 
boiling but the problem turned out to be a 
faulty fan thermostat, which was bypassed 
after which normal service was resumed. 
 
The Tordown Special Test provided us 
with the down side of the brilliant 
sunshine, in that it was in the driver’s eyes 
for the reverse. However, the marshals at 
that point had twigged there was a 
problem and were being very helpful. The 
results show that we weren’t particularly 
quick on this test. 
 
The Exmoor approach track to Riverton  
is much better than that used by the MCC 
and cuts out most of the really difficult part 
of the hill. Alan Black’s trial came to an 
end here with a bent track road and the 
hill only troubled two other cars. It did 
seem a lot smoother than the last time I’d 
been up it. The Lee Moor Test followed 
Riverton and included more reversing into 
the sun. The MG is neck-snappingly quick 
going forward, but isn’t so rapid going the 
other way, so another average time. 
 
However, the easy stuff was coming to an 
end with the approach of the Hunstone 
pair of sections.  
 
Hunstone 1 was no problem for the MG 
although it caught out a few on the restart 
in classes 3, 4 and 7. Hunstone 2 
seemed much drier than of late and the 
restart succumbed to Dudley’s routine of 
getting out of the ruts and trying a trickle. 
When that didn’t work give the hill the 
benefit of the MG’s supercharger and out 
we popped. The restart caught out a 
couple of people in class 8, all of classes 
7, 6 and 4 and all of classes 3 and 5 with 
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the exception of Arnie Martin in his Escort 
and Keith Sanders in his Scimitar. 
 
High Bray was next up, which if there are 
tyre pressure restrictions is a major 
problem, especially off the restart. With no 
such restrictions this year Dudley’s view is 
that the car is going to slip into the gully at 
the Restart so we might as well start 
there. It seems to work because we had 
very little trouble getting out of the top, 
passing a spectating Tris White on the 
way Thanks to the wonders of modern 
science and the internet I was able to see 
later on YouTube what I considered the 
best climb of the day at this hill when 
James Shallcross in his class 1 Peugeot 
was successful. 
 
Again we benefited from relatively dry 
conditions at High Molland, although we 
were very surprised by how much the 
trees on the left of the section had grown 
in the past year to the extent that we 
couldn’t now see the position of the 
restart. Very few points dropped here by 
the field and this was also the same at the 
next hill, Lower Molland, which I 
remember from a VSCC trial a year or so 
back. Even with a restart it was very easy, 
taking points from only two in class 7. 
 
Easy could not be used to describe the 
next section, Jimmy’s Hill which I first 
saw a few years ago with Dudley and 
watched in trepidation as the four class 8 
cars in front of us all failed; some not even 
getting to the restart line. I was quite 
surprised on that occasion when we drove 
up to the restart, stopped, and then drove 
off again with any great problems. The 
problems here for us all come at the top 
where a three-point turn has to be 
executed in a very narrow space. This 
time Jimmy’s caused few problems for 
class 8 but wreaked havoc in the other 
classes with notable climbs for Nick Cleal, 
Bill Bennett, Arnie Martin, Dick Bolt and 
Aaron Haizelden (beating the old man) 
plus Keith Sanders. The rest scored quite 
a lot of points. 

Badger’s Hill is very steep with a big step 
about 20 ft up, which can throw the front 
of the car off the ground and take a lot of 
the away off. Again not too many 
problems for class 8, but the rest 
struggled here with lots of points dropped. 
 
The overall honours for the trial were 
settled on the next section, Rodney’s 
Revenge (who is or was Rodney and 
what did he want revenge for?) with Nick 
Farmer clearing the dreaded restart very 
easily and quietly. Unfortunately for 
Dudley and I we got a rear wheel slightly 
in the wrong place and just did not move 
on the restart for a five-point penalty. A lot 
of other people also came to grief here 
with only eight clean sheets. Now we had 
the long drive over to Begger’s Roost, 
where there was a restart for all and 
surprisingly, on a very dry section, three 
people failed. 
 
On now to the final hill, Floyd’s Bank, 
which always sees a good attendance of 
spectators, with this year being no 
exception. We saw Nick Farmer go clean 
and when it was our turn there was a lot of 
grip in the area before the last hump, so 
climbing it was no problem. Getting round 
the right angle bend poses some 
problems for a relatively long car like the 
MG and we had to do a bit of 
mountaineering on a spoil heap before we 
got the front wheel past the ‘1’ marker- to 
much applause from the assembled 
crowd! 
 
Well done to and thank you to all the 
marshals, who for once had a reasonable 
day to stand around and let us play; and 
to the organisers for coming up with some 
sunshine in the midst of a spell of 
depressingly bleak weather, and some 
very good sections and an excellent 
roadbook. I shall certainly be hoping for an 
invitation to navigate/bounce/passenger 
the MG next year so that I can come back 
for an excellent day out. 
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Exmoor Trial 30th January 2011 
by Julia Browne 

 

W e met Keith and Peter in a 
layby on the North Devon 
Link road for the ride up to 
the Cedars for the start of the 

Exmoor Trial. We knew it was going to be 
a cold ride, but really, forty minutes sitting 
on the Wasp in the dark, at minus 9C plus 
windchill at 45mph was no way to treat 
anyone! When we reached Roundswell to 
fuel up before heading to the Cedars for 
the start of the Exmoor, I could have cried 
from the cold. Mikey was whining and 
feeling sick, and even Keith commented 
that his hands were a bit chilled. A hot cup 
of tea at the Cedars at signing on was a 
brief respite. 
 
Interesting how all the sidecar crews 
swarm over any new outfit they see... Alan 
Selwood's handsome Rotax Wasp was 
the subject of intense interest as several 
of us tested the suspension and 
handholds for him. Also under scrutiny at 
the start was Kenneth Brooks' beautiful, 
clean, almost pristine, BMW R800GS. 
Very nice to see it being used properly but 
also somehow cruel... 
 
It didn't seem to have warmed up as we 
set off into a bright, sunny, winter morning. 
Everywhere was white and frozen, even 
(especially) the section at Kingscott. 
Always a bit rough and wet, today it was a 
bit rough and frozen. We watched Simon 
and Steve each leap away up the section 
in a spirited attack, we watched Keith's 
Armstrong throw itself up the bank (I 
retrieved his broken number plate and put 
it in our nosecone for later) and then we, 
too, lurched off the start line, spun, 
scrabbled, stopped on the ice, lurched off 
again, ground out on the right hand bank, 
scrabbled, spun... It wasn't a dignified 
climb and it wasn't clean, but we were a 
little warmer at the top. 
 
 

We regrouped with the Armstrong and 
made our way to Hurscott. We made a 
much nicer ascent of this one, except for 
the mud-bog just after the section ends, 
where we plunged straight to the bottom 
and had to roost our way out. I think that 
was the only mud we saw all day. 
 
The first special test was a bit of a hoot. 
We were planning our attack when we 
noticed Steve, already under the 
stopwatch, slamming into line B on just 
two wheels and the hedge. The thick 
Devon hedge punted him clean off the 
bike and there was a good half-second 
while Julie was the only person on the still 
rolling outfit... 
 
We went for a much more controlled 
approach and eventually the sidecars met 
up at the start of Riverton. Two things: that 
bloody step at the top of the first straight 
on Old Riverton, is now a cliff face and 
thus it's good that we join the section 
immediately after it, and, Steve was 
looking proper bloodied after the hedge 
had whacked him in the face. A third thing, 
Riverton went well for us, no delays and 
the top track seemed a bit smoother than 
previously. 
 
Hunstone Woods just outside South 
Molton was bathed in weak winter 
sunshine, and we didn't mind a bit of a 
queue here. Two nice sections, the 
second a fairly challenging, grassy climb 
up through the woods. Geoff turned over 
in front of us, and with that in mind we 
managed to find the balance between grip 
and staying upright. This time, anyway. 
 
On the way to High Bray we passed Alan 
Selwood who was having clutch problems 
and unsure how much longer he would 
stay out. Waiting in the queue we heard 
Simon and then Steve nailing it all the way 
up. We, however, bounced to a stop pretty 
low down, with Mikey's newly re-built leg 
pinned between the bike and the bank. 
We would not have got going again if 
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Andy Petherick hadn't pulled us out of the 
hedge and given us a good shove. As it 
was, we saw the top of High Bray, even 
though far from cleaning it. On the exit 
track, though, Mikey had to get off the bike 
and hobble around saying, “Owwwww....” 
Geoff also stopped on High Bray, I'm not 
sure if he said we'd baulked him or if he'd 
just stopped, while Keith and Peter made 
a good ascent on the Armstrong. 
Whatever Keith says about the 
Armstrong's ability on grassy climbs, he 
always makes less fuss on High Bray than 
we do! 
 
Higher Molland is that wet, boggy, slippery 
climb up a track over heath land that we 
always fail, then push and spin up and get 
really warm. Not this year. The track was 
freeze-dried and we flew up. Lovely. 
 
Decibel test next. There's a lot of 
ignorance about decibellage (?) which I 
amply demonstrated to John Blakeley by 
commenting that if our Wasp recorded 
97db, then 100db wasn't all that loud. I 
didn't know the noise level doubles every 
3db, but I will not, ever, forget that now! 
Oh, and there was some discussion about 
whether Mikey held the throttle at three-
quarters revs or just off tickover, but hey, 
why would anyone need to work the 
system? It was hot topic amongst all of us 
as we waited for the section! 
 
Lower Molland was a nice enough climb 
with a right-hander half way up, and then it 
was off to the regular three sections in 
these woods – Jimmys, Badgers and 
Rodneys. Jimmy's Hill is a short, steep, 
straight climb, which quite frankly scared 
me to see Simon and then Steve attack it 
and get airborne. Geoff ran out of grip and 
polished the line for us. We managed to 
drag our way up clean. Keith ran out of 
grip and started to slide back down the hill 
backwards. He managed to turn so it was 
across the hill and stopped. And then the 
damn thing tipped, bike over chair. Peter 
was quick to get out of the way but when 

the Armstrong stopped its roll, fully upside 
down, Keith was still underneath. 
Thankfully he was undamaged, they rolled 
it right way up and it started immediately! 
 
In the wait for Badgers, Geoff was 
handing around toffees, which I'm sure is 
something they warned us about at 
school. Well, maybe not Geoff specifically, 
but the principle of taking sweets from a 
man in the woods. As Muzzy said, “He'll 
be offering to show us his puppies next!” 
 
We failed Badgers, which Mikey thinks is 
because we realigned to avoid mowing 
down a marshal. I'm not sure. Simon, 
however, has got our measure as he was 
waiting at exactly the point where we 
stopped, and steadied us back down the 
section. 
 
Rodneys is getting very rough at the 
restart area and really needs a gear 
change, but for this year, again, we just 
crashed over the stones in first. 
 
The long, deadly cold ride over to 
Beggars. We'd been starting to think it 
was warming up in the sheltered sunshine 
of Molland Woods, but that blat over the 
top showed us we were wrong. We lost 
Geoff to a puncture on the way, though it 
was reported that he had a tube and 
everything, so nobody seriously 
considered going back to look for him. 
Leaving the petrol station, the Armstrong 
wouldn't start and sounded terrible. Keith 
got it going on the kicker, but he wondered 
if the battery had cracked and dumped it's 
acid during the tumble on Jimmys, or if the 
starter gear was quite right. 
 
We all got to Beggars for our first and only 
restart of the trial. We cleaned it, although 
the Wasp chose it's own line all the way 
up. No Scoresdown this year, we were off 
to Brendon Common for Floyd's Bank. 
 
From the start line we saw Simon and 
Debbie Eddy clean the section in 
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spectacular, vertical style. It could have 
gone either way but the front came down 
again, they stayed right way up, and they 
were the only sidecar to get out of the top. 
 
We found grip all the way until the crest at 
the 1 board, where my staying over the 
bike meant that when the front lifted, the 
chair wheel came up and we fell over. 
You'd almost think people were expecting 
us to roll. Simon Eddy and Andy Craddock 
leapt and grabbed the Wasp before it 
could complete it's roll onto us, leaving 
Mikey lying on the ground nursing his 
bionic leg and saying “Owwww....” again. 
 
Over coffee and roast potatoes in the Stag 
Hunters Inn we agreed it had been 
another good day's entertainment laid on 
by NDMC, perfect weather once the sun 
came up, very nice going underfoot and a 
useful test for Mikey's newly deformed leg. 
 
 

As we started our ride home, I was 
pleased to see Geoff and Jonny riding in 
to Floyd's Bank. I'd felt a bit uneasy 
knowing that he'd had mechanical trouble 
and we'd done nothing to help; and it's so 
cold after dark that I doubt anyone would 
have survived a night in the open on 
Exmoor...  

P D Q 
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Exmoor Trial 2011 
by Dave Haizelden 

 

W hilst returning from the Allen 
trial, Aaron in his white class 
3 Escort broke the camshaft 
on the way down the M5 

motorway, so now fitted with another 
Cosworth head the Escort was ready to do 
battle against the Crossflow and Duratec 
powered Escorts.  With Matt Sparks in the 
navigators seat, the duo hit their first 
problem when they missed the turning for 
Tiverton and headed up the motorway to 
Taunton, with a 30-mile detour the pair 
raced into scrutineering at Barnstaple to 
be meet by John & June.  Jerry Sparks 
who has purchased ex Mike Collins white 
Golf GTI was out on his very first road trial 
with his wife Karen in the hot seat. Also a 
late comer into scrutineering was James 
and Jimmy in the class 1 Peugeot, who on 
the way down to North Devon had a close 
scare when a deer jumped in front of the 
car and came off second best, hardly 
surprising. James was further delayed 
when John B pointed out his rear light 
wasn’t working and James duly give it a 
smash with his hand and completely broke 
the light, and then spent the next 10 
minutes gluing it back together.  
 
After a lighting breakfast we all set off to 
the first section Kings Cott, which is a 
horrendously rocky section, which 
everybody managed to clear. However, 
the real fun started after the section ends 
board when the end of the track was 
completely frozen and the front wheel 
drives all got stuck. 
 
Section 2 Hurscott, which is also the last 
hill on the Tarka, did not present any 
surprises as the section was very dry 
offering plenty of grip apart from Lester 
Keat and Ian Cundy failing the restart for a 
loss of 5 points. The sun caused more 
problems by shining directly down the 
section, which nearly caused Aaron a 
heart stopping moment when he didn’t 

realise the track turned 90 degrees to the 
right at the summit. 
 
The next section Riverton had a restart for 
all classes. Alan Black in class 8 came to 
grief when he broke the steering on his 
special and had to retire. I lost ground to 
James and Nick in class 1 when I parked 
in a large hole and didn’t manage to move 
off the restart and dropped 9 points. Later 
when the results were announced the 
restart was dropped from the results, 
bummer ☺. 
 
The trial then moved on to the Hunstone 1 
and 2. The restart on 1 did not cause any 
issues for the top runners, but Hunstone 2 
was a different proposition. With only 
Keith Sanders in the Duratec powered 
Scimitar, the only car from classes 3,4,5,6 
or 7 to get away, “Great Climb”. The class 
8s which did manage to restart were Nick 
Farmer, Dudley, Shaun Webber Bryn 
Corfield and Charlie Shopland, who were 
still clean. Dan Keat was a casualty in 
class 8 on the restart, which dropped him 
behind the leaders.  
 
The famous High Bray section was up 
next. James “Bambi” Shallcross, was the 
only FWD to see the summit with a very 
spirited attacking climb. I would have liked 
to have said how elegantly the Peugeot 
climbed the hill, but in fact it preformed a 
series off spectacular belly flops on the 
way to the top! Aaron and Matt were 
another crew to be beaming at the summit 
with a first time climb, despite sustaining a 
puncture, and at one point were 
completely sideways on the hill. Arnie 
“Mad Dog” Martin made his customary 
controlled climb followed by a cacophony 
of pops and bangs from Dick “Bulldog” 
Bolt. Bryn Corfield failed the restart and 
droped 7 points and Bill & Liz Bennett lost 
3 marks which turned out to be his only 
fail off the day, but still a great effort. 
 
The Molland Wood complex contained the 
next 5 hills with Higher and Lower Molland 
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not causing the scorer any problems. 
Section 9 (Jimmy’s Hill) really sorted out 
the classes. This section consisted of a 
straight vertical climb, which only the 
toughest could surmount and what looks 
to me an impossible restart for the higher 
classes. Nick Cleal took the lead in class 1 
when he got to the 11 marker, but was 
given a clean in the results (hope you put 
you hand up to that one Nick). Although 
John Bell was going like the “clappers” Bill 
Bennett’s clean was enough to wrap up 
class 2. Class 3 had a surprise failure in 
Simon “caress the pedal” Groves who 
stopped at the 7, whilst Arnie, Dick and 
Aaron saw the top, is it true there is a 
Costa Coffee at the summit?  
 
Further along the forest track was 
Badgers Hill, this section starts 
off with a hard right turn onto a 
slab of rock and a large bump 
for the n/s wheel to pass over, 
Bill and Keith kept up their 
remarkable drives and Arnie 
forged ahead in his Escort with 
the only class 3 clean. Next 
was Rodneys Revenge with its 
infamous restart. This year 
both Arnie and Dick managed 
to clear the hill. Keith “Colonel” 
Sanders who had already 
wrapped up class 5 by “50” 
points, dropped his first and 
only points of the day on the 
restart, hurry back Aid 
Dommett!!! Nick Farmer in his 
Alfa Cannon banged in 
another clean and took control 
of the trial leaving Nick the only 
clean sheet after Dudley dropped five 
points. Dan Keat made amends for his 
earlier slip with a spirited climb. Andrew 
Rippon had the best climb in class 6 to 
pull a point back on Roger Ugalde. 
 
Jerry Sparks who was having a decent 
first outing, unfortunately dropped the 
Beggar’s Roost restart along with Pete 
Jones and Brian Alexander, but Jerry still 

won the best novice on the day, ‘Well 
Done’ mate.  
 
The final section Floyds Bank, this section 
starts on a slippery surface and quickly 
gets very rutted before a tight  turn to the 
left and a final wall of death accent onto 
the track along the top. This took its usual 
toll on the competitors scores In class 1, 
James “I killed Bambi” Shallcross took the 
class despite dropping two points on this 
easy FWD hill!! The view from the top is 
soooo much nicer. With only 3 points 
dropped all day Bill made sure he needed 
no RAC help to take second overall, Arnie 
had the bare cheek to wrap up class 3 
with his crossflow 1300 Escort, despite 
some foul practice from a fellow 
competitor. Lands End clerk off the course 

Roger Ugalde beat Andrew Rippon by 1 
point to take class 6. Nick Farmer was first 
overall with the only clean sheet. Well 
done Nick, a big improvement after the 
Clee, but things could only get better eh 
Nick? 
 
Big thank you to NDMC, marshals and all 
concerned for a great days sport. 

Andrew Martin on Floyds Bank 
(Photo by Dave Haizelden) 
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Cricket Scores on the Clouds - 
a report from the Mid-Field 

by John Hammill 
 

I n cricket a century is good, a duck is 
bad. In trialling the opposite is the case, 
and the 2011 Cotswold Clouds 
produced scores across the full range 

from zero to 108 points lost. Having 
personally racked up a disappointing 54 
points I am definitely qualified to report 
from the mid-field on this occasion. This 
was a challenging Clouds and one 
competitor was overheard to say it was 
the toughest he had experienced. Rain in 
the days preceding the event resulted in 
some very slippery sections and 
challenging restarts. (In one case that 
challenge extended down to the start line). 
Here is a summary of our event in a Class 
7 Marlin, together with some more general 
observations as we proceeded through 
this hugely enjoyable trial. 
 
First of all, hats off to Moss Bros., Nigel 
and Ian, who recorded the only clean 
sheets of the day, Nigel and John Wheeler 
in the Troll eventually winning from Ian 
and Josh Moss in the Imp by 0.3 seconds 
on special test times. This translates into a 
2% margin; who’d be a special test 
marshal with that level of responsibility? 
Commiserations to Bill & Liz Bennett who, 
frustratingly, dropped one point on 
Highwood 2 to mar an otherwise fault free 
result. Fellow competitors will note that all 
three of these cars were as immaculately 
presented as ever; perhaps there is a 
message there for the rest of us? 
 
Closer to home in class 7, my passenger 
had to withdraw shortly before the event. 
However, I was fortunate to secure the 
services of Graham Penny, who has 
marshalled on the Clouds and other 
SDMC events for many years, and 
welcomed the opportunity to experience 
all the Clouds’ sections in one day for a 
change. Shame I didn’t get him to the top 
of them all… Graham was scheduled to 

marshal at Merve’s Swerve and I am 
indebted to Chief Marshal Royston May 
for generously granting Graham leave of 
absence to join me in the Marlin. 
 
I live on Stinchcombe Hill close to the top 
of both Axe and Crooked Mustard, whilst 
Graham lives near the bottom of Mustard. 
As I drove from home past the top of the 
two sections to collect Graham I wondered 
if I would be making two more journeys 
along that stretch of tarmac later in the 
morning. Alas, I was only 50% successful, 
and there are no prizes for guessing it was 
Crooked Mustard that I failed, having 
turned in a bit too early on the approach to 
the step. Class 8 had a restart on the hill 
this year; talking to Simon Woodall at the 
Ham Mill holding control, it was clearly 
sufficient to upset the rhythm of a ‘normal’ 
ascent, resulting in some points being lost 
by experienced competitors. Axe, by 
contrast, was very dry and certainly not a 
problem in the middle section, which is 
normally very sticky. 
 
On to Nailsworth Ladder, where I have a 
reasonable record. Having decided to 
head left after the restart I failed to keep to 
the right hand side of the line where there 
was more grip. That and poor throttle 
control limited our forward motion to a few 
feet and I had to shamefacedly head back 
down to the start line. 
 
With my surname, cleaning Ham Mill is a 
bit personal. I’m happy to report that we 
successfully cleared a challenging restart, 
which was well polished by the time we 
arrived. 
 
My record on Wicked Juniper is patchy, 
and that’s putting it charitably. Last year I 
failed to reach the restart and was ready 
this year to grab second in the high-speed 
upward dash to the summit. In fact there 
was a reasonable amount of grip this year, 
and my mistake was momentarily backing 
off towards the lower restart line before 
carrying on to the class7/8 line at the top 
of the track. Having lost concentration and 
a bit of momentum I failed to position the 
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2011 Cotswold 
Clouds by 
Jonathan 
Toulmin 
 
 
 
Richard Houlgate on 
Crooked Mustard 

 
 
 
Wicked Juniper 
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car properly at the restart and was never 
going to get away. In contrast there are a 
couple of excellent video clips available on 
YouTube, one of Duncan Stephens in the 
Dutton Melos finding grip and leaping over 
the brow, and another of Carl Talbot in the 
Buckler exhibiting fine throttle control to 
climb gently out from the centre of the 
restart area. 
 
It was good to have Fred’s Folly back this 
year, shame about the restart. I will draw a 
veil over our performance on Pheasant’s 
Run. Suffice to say that the email from 
Gary Browning, which accompanied the 
results, suggested that work will be carried 
out for next year’s event to address the 
rapid deterioration of the restart line during 
the event. Message to Gary, ‘I need a few 
metres of good quality tarmac please, in 
order to get away and gather momentum 
for the rest of the section!’ 
 
Merve’s was Merve’s; will I ever lose 
fewer than 5 points here? 
 
Highwood 1 had a restart this year. The 
car was capable but the driver lacked 
finesse. We scrabbled to a 7 on Highwood 
2, then watched in amazement as Mal 
Allen powered up to clean the section. A 
combination of driver skill, car 
performance and a small matter of tyre 
pressures. I made a schoolboy error, 
forgetting that our 14 psi limit only applied 
to Highwood  
 
We cleaned Climperwell, where stopping 
low at the restart was the order of the day, 
as confirmed by the blackened tree roots 
close to the line. Then it was on to two of 
my favourite sections at Bull Banks 1 & 2. 
The attractive approach to Bull Banks 1 
usually catches out some experienced 
competitors on the less than attractive 
restart. It must be one of the least 
damaging sections around which is still 
capable of inflicting penalties. Bull Banks 
2 is a more obvious challenge and the 
restart caught a surprising number of 
class 8 cars this year. We managed to 

clean both sections, but had to work a bit 
on Bull Banks 2 after leaving the line. 
Interestingly, we also started losing 
traction after the restart on Bull Banks 1, 
but backing off restored grip and 
momentum; the need for precise throttle 
control was a big message for me on this 
event. 
 
And so to the final section at Cowcombe. I 
much prefer this to Station Lane, even 
though I failed the restart this year. Having 
positioned the car tolerably well (I thought) 
it shifted to the left on take off, placing the 
offside rear in front of a substantial lump 
of limestone. After making a small amount 
of tyre smoke to show willing I concurred 
with restart marshal Paul Wear’s 
measured assessment, ‘I don’t think it’s 
going to go John’. ‘You’re right Paul’. 
Reverse and exit, stage left. Mal Allen, 
who had flow the Marlin flag superbly all 
day, dropping only 20 points in total to 
come second in class, showed me how to 
clean the section, followed shortly after by 
Duncan Stephens, the new man to beat in 
class 7, who lost only 5 points overall to 
win the class handsomely. 
 
The Marlin is now in maintenance mode, 
with the diff., which has gradually been 
developing more backlash, removed and 
awaiting refurbishment by Steve Holder. 
This is one of a number of shortcomings 
which contributed to our under-
performance in the trial this year, but I 
know the fundamental problem and he 
doesn’t seem to be improving with age! 
 
However, I try not to forget that we do this 
for enjoyment and what a privilege it is to 
still be able to tackle these superb 
sections in such a magnificent part of the 
Cotswolds. My sincere thanks to Clerk of 
the Course, Tony Underhill, Chief 
Marshal, Royston May, the long serving 
scrutineering team of John & June 
Blakeley and all the marshals and other 
contributors to another superb SDMC 
production. 



40 

A Slightly Reduced Cotswold 
Clouds Trial 

by Murray Montgomery-Smith 
 

H ad my good pal Chris Adeney, 
Morgan owner and trialer as my 
bouncer, met up with him at SKF 
in good time. Signed on with no 

amendments so straight to bacon buttie 
van where said item purchased and very 
nice too it was. 
 
We were number 15 so fairly early away 
to the first hill Crawley, where a clean was 
acquired – as did all my fellow class 7. 
Then onto the Crooked Mustard section, 
it’s a fabulous section but it is difficult, so 
mentally I think about it too much, least 
this time I got round the Left hand wall of 
death, but I was not aggressive enough 
and the steep step got us. There again 
only 4 of class 7 cleared, so definitely 
need to do better next time.  
 
Axe next on list, which seemed a bit more 
friendly than in previous years, the ruts not 
being quite as bad, clear here. Weather 
was pretty good and though annoyed 
about the Mustard was really enjoying the 
driving and chatting etc. Waited a minute 
and then down to the Nailsworth Ladder. 
Don’t always get up this so wound myself 
up and got to restart – the correct one – 
and away we went, though that step 
seems to be getting higher every year, so 
clear here.  Noticed old pal Rob Wells 
retired here in his Escort, not sure why - 
rear end? 
 
Ham Mill next where we added a bit more 
knowledge about Trojans, like where the 
engine is, with agreeable chat to John 
Wilton, then onto the hill after a slight 
delay. Last year managed to get the tool 
roll shorting across the battery near the 
top, which stopped the electrics very 
neatly, this time no such problem, but the 
restart wasn’t the easiest! Fun started in 
earnest then with Wicked Juniper stopping 

us on the restart, Carl Talbot and Duncan 
Stephens being the only clear in class 7. 
Have to say at this point that Duncan went 
on to fail only Merve’s Swerve, so he and 
his Melos look like trouble to us class 7 
lads!  Freds Folly got us again at restart, 
Howard in his Marlin cleared though.  
 
Pheasants Run and just got off restart but 
stopped on a four, which looking at results 
wasn’t that bad! Merve’s Swerve next and 
the normal fail. Do think some restart 
positions could be adjusted so us not so 
clever guys could see what’s around the 
corner after these restarts, having so 
many – why? Yes some hills need them 
but others just waste a good hill. I reckon 
if the restart here was just 2-3 yards down 
it would still be challenging especially for 
us class 7s. I see Andrew Rippon 
disappeared after here, hope not too 
serious, as he has been out of the Baja for 
a few trials since an engine problem 
occurred. Highwood test and my mind is a 
blank so skip over that one. Highwood 1 
was where I was told my mate Mal Allen 
had cleared the Mustard, so we knew we 
were up against it.  We got a 4 ie just got 
restart, and Mal cleared it, and therefore 
even more against it. Highwood 2, gave it 
a good try but restart did us.  
 
And that is where things came to a noisy 
stop as the silencer broke/fell off taking 
the end of the downpipe and not giving me 
enough left to rehang it. I believe car 19 
Ian Loxely very kindly enquired etc, 
grabbed some wire off him and did the 
best I could to reconnect. No way was it 
going to stay on in competition mode, so 
sadly returned to start to drop off Chris 
and made my way back home to the 
Reading area rather cautiously. All fixed 
now – Chairmans here we come. Thanks 
to all the Stroud marshals and the team, 
we really enjoyed the trial – truly 
exhausted 
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The 2001 Cotswold Clouds 
Trial 

by Robert Hodgkinson 
 

T he BBC weather forecast for the 
coming weekend was not good, 
heavy rain all day Sunday. 
Discussion – if not improved by 

Saturday noon – cry off – if improved go 
for it and it was and we did. 

 
Miserable conditions on the drive down 
from North Wales much improved by the 
warm welcome extended to us at the 
Crown in Minchinhampton where we were 
shown far too much hospitality resulting in 
navigator Jim doing his best impression of 
a zombie following morning at the start. 

 
Whilst I in the manner of the ‘foolish 
virgins’ had lost my gloves and with a 
vision of frostbite I mentioned this to the 
lovely lady scrutineer who selflessly 
insisted I should borrow hers – a Christian 
soul if ever. 

 
Once underway we managed to find the 
first section Crawley, which proved to be 
an ego boosting clear for every one – a 
joy to ascend! Next to the holding area for 
‘Crooked Mustard’ a long wait enlivened 
by a chance meeting with a fascinating 
fellow competitor who not only raced a 
db9 but reclaimed stolen yachts from 
gangsters mainly resident in Spain, who 
not unsurprisingly found trialling a risk free 
relaxation. 
 
Whilst waiting our turn at the bottom of the 
hill we sought the advice from fellow 
Marlineers in car 46 who suggested we 
‘floored it round the corner in the manner 
of the wall of death’! It was sadly not to be 
as we ran out of puff before reaching the 
wall. 

 
Undaunted we pressed on only to find our 
directions did not coincide with our route 
and after some miles realized we were 

lost – then spotted a trials car in the 
distance, gave chase only to find it was 
number 28 making it quite clear we had 
missed ‘AXE’, so we carried on regardless 
discovering en route that our mistake was 
due to looking at the wrong side of our 
directions! How many of you remember Mr 
Magoo! So it was we arrived at Nailsworth 
Ladder. 

 
The number of spectators was an 
indication of the challenge but was of little 
help as we wheezed off the restart to fail 
on the bottom rung. On our way to the 
next section we again found car No 28 
Dutton Melos with deflated driver and 
defunked fuel pump – poor chap. 

. 
Ham Hill :- A bit of shuffling at start to 
allow failed TR7 and Sierra to escape who 
I think were the only ones to fail. Next to 
‘Juniper’ where the curse of Mr Magoo 
struck again – we failed to leave the start 
line as we had forgotten to deflate the 
tyres and it was very slippery with a 
justifiably uncompromising lady marshal. 

 
Fred’s Folly: Failed at restart again and 
frustrated as a short roll back allowed us 
to clear easily. 

 
Pheasant run: Another blow to the ego as 
we failed to move off the extremely slippy 
start line.  

 
Although this report of our performance 
may give the impression we had a 
disastrous day – we did, but still enjoyed 
ourselves due to the efforts of the 
organising team and all other volunteers 
who gave us a great day out in better than 
expected conditions. Many thanks. 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

D iscussions in 1979 centered 
upon the night runs on MCC 
trials prompted by the increase in 
the price of petrol to more than 

one pound a gallon. If only, today! 
However the majority of correspondence 
indicated in favour of keeping the 
traditional night driving, it being a feature 
almost unique to the three major classics. 
It was not quite unique as the much 
lamented Guy Fawkes Trial organised by 
Falcon Motor Club and held around the 
Cotswolds also incorporated a number of 
sections attempted during the hours of 
darkness, or at least semi-darkness as 
vehicles were constantly being lit up by an 
array of coloured fireworks. To this day 
the night runs remain and long may they 
do so, thus retaining the individual 
characteristics of at least the Exeter and 
Land’s End Trials. Regretfully the 
Edinburgh Trial has already lost its “real” 
night run and as I understand it is 
becoming almost another day event with a 
number of single venue sections, not in 
keeping with the true MCC spirit – 
sacrilege.  
 
The 58th Land’s End Trial held on the 13th 
and 14th April attracted three hundred and 
thirty one entries, pre class “0”, with the 
first car, John West’s Oliver (see Section 
Ends – January 2007) starting from 
Bristol. As was normal in those days – the 
latter hey-day of trialling! – there were 
twenty-seven teams from the car entry 
alone. These teams included those of 
Sargeant, Vipond and Burrows – Midland 
Muppets – West, Wall and Heskins – 
Cotswold Cloudsmen  - Jackson, Taylor 
and Frost – Jackobites – Bird, Moores and 
Davies – Tamar Trio – Brown, Le Couteur 
and Hinde – Rockhoppers, Goodall, Owen 
and Margetts – Morgan – Bolton, Richards 
and Moyse – Sprite Trialling and Turner, 
Mitchell and Greenslade – Team Beetling, 
amongst others, all no doubt aiming for 

the sought after MCC Annual Team 
Championship. 
 
It was in the days when the four start 
controls of Bristol, London, Lewdown and 
Oxford converged on the Frying Pan Café 
(known to some of us as The Greasy 
Spoon) at Sparkford, ultimately replaced 
as a Little Chef following a fire and at 
present boarded up completely. The first 
section containing a subsequently 
cancelled timed restart was a very easy 
and extremely short broken tarmac, with a 
mild gradient, alongside the Shell fuel 
station, although it caught out five 
competitors who were presumably not 
quite as alert as they might have been 
following the night run.  
 
The bumpy track at Sug Lane that crosses 
the main London-Penzance rail line 
included another restart, after the narrow 
bridge, although this caused few failures. 
Dawn broke during the long road journey 
with convoys approaching Exmoor via 
Wiveliscombe and Bampton to tackle a 
new introduction, a lane known as Make 
Do close to the hamlet of Bridgetown. The 
test was ‘Make Do by name and make do 
by nature, with only six cars failing. Tim 
Cookman piloting a 21 year old 1192cc 
VW Beetle on his first M.C.C Trial 
surmised that, “The first three sections 
were obviously put in just to kill time. The 
notorious Beggar’s Roost was the real 
challenge. One look at the ’ Roost ‘and I 
knew this was it. No way could I handle 
that with so many casualties. At the foot I 
was ready to ring for help” However, Tim 
achieved a successful climb and finished 
to win a silver medal, but the steep rocky 
hill claimed the scalps of seventy-two car 
competitors. 
 
The muddy track at Orange, near 
Torrington, only failed two Singers, an 
Austin 7 and a Triumph TR6, so at this 
stage it was only Beggar’s Roost that had 
caused a loss of a premier award for 
many. Then it was onwards to Sutcombe, 
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which included a speed test on the lower 
very wet reaches. With no reversing, 
which on occasions can be my bete noir, I 
achieved a very fast time only being 
beaten by Dudley Sterry – MG J2 – 
Owen’s Plus 8 Morgan – Richard Welch – 
Ford MG Midget (see Section Ends – 
June 2009) – Chris Betson – Vauxhall 
Firenza and Peter Le Couteur in his 
Dellow, who went on to win The Field 
Trophy for best overall performance. 

Dudley Sterry – MG J2, 1969 Cotswold 
Clouds Trial 
 
This was in the early days competing on 
Town and Country pattern tyres with an 
un-supercharged 1250 cc MG XPAG 
engine. 
 
Clerk of the Course, H.W. Tucker-Peake 
had stated that in view of the late Easter 
(!) that “It should be primroses all the way 
for this the 58th trial”. The approach lane to 
Darracott was full of primroses but the 
hairpinned hill whilst stopping a few was 
easier than of late, although it caused the 
retirement of Clive Booth’s Hillman Imp. 
The additional new hill of Roly Poly was 
also very easy but not so the deeply rutted 
Crackington tackled following lunch at the 
Coach House at Lewdown. It was 

extremely slippery near the summit 
causing the next batch of major failures 
following the “Roost”. Probably owing to 
low ground clearance it stopped all three 
of the “works” Morgans, which were also 
penalised, amongst others, for being over 
the time limit on the road.  
 
It is interesting to note that the club 
decided to rigorously enforce the time 
schedule applicable for awards. Those 

who were running 
consistent ly late 
throughout the event, 
were badly out of 
number sequence 
and well below 
bronze standard, or 
were early at the 
Gooseham t ime 
control where all were 
“timed on sight” or 
p e n a l i s e d  f o r 
stopping prior to that 
control or who were 
beyond the target 
time at the finish. 
Personally I would be 
pleased to see a re-
enforcement of such 

regulations which would stop some known 
regular competitors from “holding back” in 
the belief that it might be of some benefit 
to them and on occasions causing our 
valuable marshals to remain at their posts 
longer than necessary. 
 
As a portent to the future competitors 
were not permitted to examine the sump 
crushing Warleggan – otherwise, if 
desired, it was permitted to walk all 
sections in advance of driving providing 
that it caused no hold ups and that the car 
contained at least one person capable of 
driving at all times. This rule at Warleggan 
necessitated faster climbs than were 
perhaps necessary in order to ensure a 
successful climb. Finally in the evening 
sunlight it was the climbs at the natural 
amphitheatre at Bluehills Mine that 
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brought the trial to an end, prior to the 
short trip to Cornwall’s “Blackpool” at 
Newquay. This cliff climb caused many 
failures, with clutch problems causing the 
retirement of David Platford’s Volkswagen 
Fastback and Keith Turner’s Porsche 911. 
 
Three teams scored maximum points – 
Dick Andrews – Dellow, Dudley Sterry – 
MG J2 and Adrian Tucker-Peake – Ford 
Popular all in Team Category e and in 
Category f, David Turner – VW Beetle, 
Philip Mitchell – VW Imp and myself VW 
Brasilia, where I also won the class with a 
combined speed test time only beaten 
overall by Gold Medal winners Peter Le 
Couteur, Ian Bolton and Simon Durling 
driving their Dellows and Dudley Sterry 
with his ubiquitous MG. Team Beetling 
was beaten on combined speed test times 
of 0.6 seconds by Geoff Jackson – 
Dellow, Reg Taylor – Ford Escort and 
“Jack” Frost VW Buggy. 
 

Dudley Sterry – MG J2 1983 Exeter Trial – 
Stafford 
 
By now the J2 had been developed and 
fitted with a rare 1466 cc MG XPEG block 
and was supercharged. This is the same 
engine block currently fitted in the car 

although bored out to approximately 1540 
cc and having acquired a bigger 
supercharger. 
 
Dudley won the Austin Hannam Cup for 
the best performance overall. 
 
Although run on the 10th June, owing to 
very unseasonal weather of which some 
of the worst had been in the 
Gloucestershire area, Ross and District 
Motor Sport club were forced to change a 
new single venue for their Kyrle Trial – 
round four of the David Paull 
championship - as it was waterlogged and 
impossible to utilise. Consequently a 
steep grass field at Delburne Farm, 
Whitchurch, Ross-on-Wye was used, 
which although offering a challenging 
day’s sport did not typify a classic event.  
 
Naturally with such a restricted venue with 
all of the sections on grass, the degree of 
wheelspin depended very much on how 

quickly the gradient 
had drained following 
almost a week of 
incessant rain. On 
the day of the trial the 
s u n  c o u l d 
occasionally be seen 
with a result that as 
each of the four 
rounds progressed 
penalties became 
lower. The club 
arranged a speed 
test to decide any 
ties and whilst the 
t i m e s  v a r i e d 
c o n s i d e r a b l y , 
depending upon 
when this was 

undertaken, it was not necessary to resort 
to them to decide placings. Local entrant 
Dick Andrews driving his well-used Dellow 
came out on top from the forty two-car 
entry. 
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Chester Motor Club’s premier trial, The 
Lady Mary Grosvenor, formed round five 
of the championship and took place one 
week later. The club used their usual 
venue at Afronwen in the Clwydian 
Mountain range in North Wales. This area 
contained an abundance of differing 
surfaces ranging from bracken and moss 
to loose shale and hard rock. It was 
surprising comparing the venue with the 
week beforehand. The ground was very 
dry, with a small stream that usually 
meanders from a coppice having been 
reduced to no more than a trickle. Thus, 
unfortunately for the organisers they found 
that they could not divert unsuspecting 
drivers into a black quagmire caused on 
previous occasions by undertaking 
overnight work regarded more as the 
province of beavers. 

 
The trial was run on classic lines with 
varying minimum tyre pressures relating to 
class and with rear engined cars required 
to undertake restarts. There were fifty-
three entrants some using standard and 
others using town and country pattern 
tyres. The trial was won overall, by then 
local lad and Peugeot distributor Michael 
Hinde driving a Panther Lima, Dudley 
Sterry – MG J2 -second and myself – VW 
Brasilia - third with the Team Award being 
taken by Dick Andrews – Dellow - Michael 
Hinde and myself. 

Dave Craddock 
 
 

I  started to ride trials in the early 
eighties, through my Dad who was a 
very keen trials rider himself, he used  
to compete in Classic Road Trials until 

he had to retire after a serious riding 
accident.  
 
I carried on. riding road trials with some 
success, I was awarded a Second Class 
in The End to End Trial in 1982 and also 
won the L & NCMC Cycle Bowl in the 
same year.  
 
I stopped riding in the early nineties, due 
to getting married and having children, 
although I still showed a  
keen interest in the sport, attending Trials 
whenever possible (but only as a 
spectator, unfortunately). 
 
I got into the more leisurely sport Cricket 
and played for my two local teams 
Pencarrow and Wadebridge, who I still 
play for through the Summer months.  
 

I got back into riding when the children 
were a little older, along with my brother 
Andrew, in early 2000. 
 
I have two motorbikes a modern Gas Gas 
250cc Trial Bike and a Triumph Rickman 
750 cc which I use for the MCC based 
events, which I have had good success in 
winning different events.  
 
I have won "Class A" Awards and Team 
Awards and in 2009 I won the British 
Motorcycle Award for all three MCC 
events. I ride the Gas Gas in the more 
local events where, I came second this 
year in the ACTC Championship. I also 
won the Tamar Trial and came second in 
this years Exmoor Trial, and Im looking  
forward to the rest of the season.  
 
I have met a lot of great riders who have 
become good friends and also some 
great observers and organisers of the 
Trials, which us riders cannot do without, 
a very big thank you to them all for all 
they do 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                                                                   £13.99 
 

Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre-ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating                                £9.99 
 

Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                  £4.80 
Box 10 special price                                           £42.20 
 

CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                  £8.50 
Box 10 special price                                           £76.50 

Petrol Power Eco Max One Shot Boost 
Increases power and MPG. Reduces emissions. 
Cleans injectors fast. Adds up to 3 octane numbers 
250ml treats 60 litres petrol                                 £5.99 
 

CVL Turbo 
An ultra high performance octane booster for use with 
unleaded petrol to maximise engine performance. 
Adds up to 4 octane numbers. Ideal for turbo engines. 
Provides flame front control to increase resistance to 
high speed detonation and mechanical damage. 
500ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                £10.49 
 

Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres       £10.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres                                           £7.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£9.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Telephone 01460 66434 
Visit our new Online Shop @ 

www.vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

 

Whitchurch 

MOT 
Centre 

 

Adrian Marfell 
01600 890218 

 

 
  Air Cooled VW Experts 

  Class 4 Beetles a speciality 

  Tyre Racks 

  Sumpguards 

  Turn-Key Cars 

  In fact, everything you need 
to keep your trials VW 
competitive 

Just off the A40 between Ross and 
Monmouth,  where the Kyrle starts 
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Motorcycle 
Championships 
 
Hi. Well only a couple of trials have taken 
place, however already we see Stephen 
Kingstone tie first place with 23 points. He 
uses a Matchless G3C or a Serrow 
depending on the day (and he entered the 
Exeter in a car as well) With David 
Craddock (Usually competing on a 
GasGas 250 however a Triumph Mettise 
on the Exeter) and who skipped the 
Northern trial. Bringing up third place with 
20 points is Julien Slade, He uses a Beta 
Alp 350 on all the trials. 
 
In the Red Rose Bowl Geoff Westcott
(With Michelle Maidment or John Westcott 

passengering) are on 22 and Simon & 
Debbie Eddy close on 20 points. Watch 
this (these) space (s).  
 
There is interest from some three 
Lancashire competitors who gave the 
Northern Trial a go and are interested in 
Joining up and also I am in 
correspondence with a chap from Ireland 
(Sorting out with him: Road Tax, MOTs, 
Competition Licenses and such) who is 
very keen on competing. All good stuff. 
 
See you on or near a hill soon. Have Fun. 
Best regards 
 

Stephen Bailey 
Motorcycle coordinator 
 

ACTC Championship points http://www.actc.org.uk/
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David Craddock 12 11 NE 23
Stephen Kingstone ECC 12 11 23
Julien Slade 8 2 10 20
Andrew Craddock 8 10 NE 18
Chris Lidstone NE 11 NE 11
Dick Lidstone NE 9 NE 9
Edward Griffin NE 9 NE 9
Stephen Grinter NE 8 NE 8
Richard Dawe 8 NE NE 8
Stephen Bailey 5 NE NE 5
Keith Johnston 1 3 NE 4
Ian Jones 2 NE NE 2
Tom Beckerleg NS 1 NE 1
Philip Sanders 1 NE NE 1

Geoff Westcott 12 10 NE 22
Simon Eddy 8 12 NE 20
Alexander Lidgate NS NS 12 12
PeterAdams 2 NE NE 2
Key. NE = Non Entry.  NS = Non Starter. R = Retired. EC/SC = Entered Car/Solo Class.

RED ROSE

POUNCY LEAGUE
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2011 Exmoor Trial 
 
by Dave Haizelden 
 
 
 
 
Dick Bolt on Floyds Bank 

 
 
 
 
 
Simon Glover on 
Hunstone 1  

 
 
 
 
Arthur Ell on the 
Riverton restart 
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Championship Chat  
 

S o, another trialling year starts, 
thankfully without the cancellation 
of the Exeter this year, although 
when we emerged from Meerhay 

to rain coming down in stair rods AND 
thick fog, I admit to a passing wish for 
calling it all off. We did eventually dry out 
and thoroughly enjoyed the Trecarne 
supper, as usual. 
 
My thanks to all of you that responded so 
well to my request for an early return of 
your 2011 ACTC Entry Forms. This year I 
acknowledged all competitor applications 
that had opted to receive their SRs 
electronically with an e-mail providing 
them with their details for 2011. I tried to 
distribute as many 2011 ACTC stickers by 
hand to save on postage but still had to 
resort to the Royal Mail for quite a few.  
 
Everyone should now have received his or 
her bits and pieces for 2011. If you haven’t 
please let me know and I’ll do what I can 
to sort it out. This year I also 
acknowledged receipt of all Restart 
subscriptions electronically, if I had a valid 
e-mail address. 
 
Let’s have a look now at where we are in 
the various championships after five 
events. 
 
Nick Farmer leads the Wheelspin from a 
clutch of people including Dean 
Partington, James Shallcross, Bill 
Bennett, Dudley Sterry and Arnie 
Martin. There a lot of very competent car/
driver combinations just behind them so I 
expect there to be fairly major changes 
before the mid-season break. 
 
In the Crackington, James Shallcross 
has a seven-point lead over class 2 MG 
driver..... John Bell. Then we have 
another pair of class 1 drivers, Nick Cleal 

and Dave Haizelden, before we come to 
Nick Farmer, Keith Sanders, Bill 
Bennett, Dean Partington and Dudley 
Sterry. 
 
The ladies stranglehold on the Navigator’s 
League has been broken temporarily 
because Neil Forrest (bouncing for Vic 
Lockley in class 6) and James Curtis 
have their noses marginally in front of Liz 
Bennett. I suspect that things will change 
soon as the Navs League table shown 
elsewhere (I hope) is updated with the 
Nav’s points from the Northern when I get 
a copy of the entry list. As usual many of 
the passenger names on entry lists and 
results sheets are the enigmatic ‘tba’. If 
that’s you and you want the points for your 
efforts please let me know. 
 
The Team Championship has three 
teams this year with FWDs +1 (James 
Shallcross, Adrian Dommett, Nick Cleal 
and Dave Haizelden) having scored in 
four events so far this year. They are 
comfortably ahead of Derbyshire All-
Stars (Charles Knifton, Dean Partington 
and Tim Foster) who have picked up 
points in two events. More Bump’n’Grind 
haven’t yet broken their duck. 
 
I’m looking forward to the Torbay and 
Kyrle events and will probably be out 
marshalling somewhere on the Lands 
End. So I will wish you all successful 
trialling and hope to see you at the top of 
a few hills somewhere. 
 
 
 

Chris Phillips 
Championship Secretary 
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Wheelspin Table 2011 After:
Exe ClH Exm CotC Nor Tor Kyr LR Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Ttl Ev

Nick Farmer 5 10 8 23 3
Dean Partington 5 7 7 19 3
James Shallcross 5 3 10 18 3
Bill Bennett 3 8 6 17 3
Dudley Sterry 3 7 6 16 3
Arnie Martin 5 9 14 2
Michael Chatwin 9 4 13 2
Duncan Stephens 5 1 6 12 3
Dick Bolt 5 4 3 12 3
Nigel Moss 10 10 1
Michael Leete 1 9 10 2
Keith Sanders 7 2 9 2
Simon Woodall 1 8 9 2
Leslie Newell 8 8 1
Tim Foster 4 3 7 2
Peter Hart 6 6 1
Terry Ball 5 5 1
Colin Biles 5 5 1
Barry Clarke 5 5 1
Simon Groves 5 5 1
David Haizelden 5 5 1
Nigel Jones 5 5 1
Stephen Kingstone 5 5 1
Andrew Rippon 5 5 1
Stuart Roach 5 5 1
Bill Rosten 5 5 1
Eric Wall 5 5 1
Michael Warnes 5 5 1
Charles Knifton 1 4 5 2
John Bell 5 5 1
Giles Greenslade 3 1 4 2
Paul Bartleman 3 3 1
Russell Clarke 3 3 1
Nick Cleal 3 3 1
Richard Houlgate 3 3 1
Vic Lockley 3 3 1
Peter Mountain 3 3 1
James Smith 3 3 1
Mark Smith 3 3 1
Neal Vile 3 3 1
Duncan Welch 3 3 1
Rob Wells 3 3 1
John White 3 3 1
Julian Lack 1 2 3 2
Derek Tyler 2 2 1
Stuart Harrold 1 1 1
Richard Peck 1 1 1
Stephen Potter 1 1 1
Jeremy Slatter 1 1 1
David Symons 1 1 1
Courtenay Yandle 1 1 1

Date 22/2/11Northern
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Crackington Table 2011 After:
Exe ClH Exm CotC Nor Tor Kyr LR Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Ttl Ev

James Shallcross 5.0 10.4 10.4 8.4 10.2 44.4 5
John Bell 9.2 9.2 9.4 9.2 37.0 4
Nick Cleal 3.0 9.4 9.4 10.4 32.2 4
David Haizelden 5.0 8.4 8.4 9.4 31.2 4
Keith Sanders 10.3 10.5 10.4 31.2 3
Nick Farmer 5.0 5.0 10.9 R 10.3 31.2 4
Bill Bennett 10.2 10.4 10.2 30.8 3
Dean Partington 7.0 10.0 9.3 26.3 3
Dudley Sterry 3.0 8.0 8.9 6.0 25.9 4
Duncan Stephens 5.0 9.0 11.0 25.0 3
Dick Bolt 5.0 9.8 10.0 24.8 3
Nigel Jones 5.0 7.4 10.1 22.5 3
John White 3.0 9.4 9.2 21.6 3
Vic Lockley 3.0 10.2 8.3 21.5 3
Michael Chatwin 10.0 9.0 19.0 2
Simon Groves 7.8 11.0 18.8 2
Michael Leete 1.0 7.4 10.2 18.6 3
Peter Jones 8.5 9.4 17.9 2
Charles Knifton 1.0 7.4 9.2 17.6 3
Mal Allen 7.0 10.0 17.0 2
Brian Alexander 9.3 7.5 16.8 2
Arnie Martin 5.0 10.8 15.8 2
Julian Lack 1.0 4.0 10.6 15.6 3
James Smith 3.0 10.2 2.0 15.2 3
Derek Tyler 10.0 5.0 15.0 2
Andrew Rippon 5.0 9.3 R 14.3 2
Tim Foster 6.0 8.3 14.3 2
Terry Ball 5.0 8.4 13.4 2
Michael Warnes 5.0 8.4 13.4 2
Giles Greenslade 3.0 10.3 13.3 2
Rob Wells 3.0 9.2 R 12.2 2
Bill Rosten 5.0 6.7 11.7 2
Peter Hart 11.0 11.0 1
Nigel Moss 11.0 11.0 1
Roger Ugalde 10.3 10.3 1
David Golightly 10.2 10.2 1
Ian Moss 10.2 10.2 1
Nick Cross 10.1 10.1 1
Brian Partridge 7.0 3.0 10.0 2
Simon Woodall 1.0 9.0 0.0 10.0 2
Leslie Newell 9.9 9.9 1
Michael Pocock 9.2 9.2 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith 8.0 R 8.0 1
Mike Workman 8.0 8.0 1
Colin Perryman 7.7 7.7 1
John Wilton 7.4 7.4 1
Russell Clarke 3.0 4.0 7.0 2
Tony Branson 6.0 6.0 1
Sam Thompson 5.7 5.7 1
Colin Biles 5.0 5.0 1
Barry Clarke 5.0 5.0 1
Stuart Harrold 1.0 4.0 0.0 5.0 2
Richard Houlgate 3.0 2.0 5.0 2
Stephen Kingstone 5.0 5.0 1
John Ludford 5.0 0.0 5.0 1
Stuart Roach 5.0 5.0 1
Eric Wall 5.0 5.0 1
Paul Bartleman 3.0 3.0 1
David Jackson 3.0 0.0 3.0 1
Stephen Johnson 3.0 3.0 1
Peter Mountain 3.0 R 3.0 1
Mark Smith 3.0 3.0 1
Neal Vile 3.0 3.0 1
Duncan Welch 3.0 3.0 1
Richard Peck 1.0 1.0 1
Stephen Potter 1.0 1.0 1
Jeremy Slatter 1.0 1.0 1
David Symons 1.0 1.0 1
Courtenay Yandle 1.0 1.0 1

Date 22/2/11Northern
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
5th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
6th March March Hare Falcon ACTC invite 
6th March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
13th March Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 
19th March Hereford VSCC * 
20th March Torbay Torbay Championship (C/M) 
20th March Bovey Down Windwhistle * 
9th April Scottish VSCC * 
10th April Kyrle Ross Championship (C) 
16th April Kimber MGCC * 
22nd April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
25th April Presidents Camel Vale * 
15th May  Ilkley Ilkley Championship (C/M) 
11th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
1st October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
8th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC invite 
8th October Welsh VSCC * 
16th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
23rd October Tamar Launceston Championship (C/M) 
30th October Tarka North Devon MC Championship (M) 
5th November Lakeland VSCC * 
13th November Hardy Woolbridge ACTC invite 
27th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
27th November Neil Wescott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
4th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 
 


