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EDITORIAL 
Editor: Mrs Pat Toulmin 
Northbrook                                                             Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands                                                      Jonathan Toulmin 
Heath End                                                             Tel: 01789 731332     
Snitterfield                                                              jonathan@toulmin.info                    
Stratford on Avon                                            
CV37 0PP                                                      
Tel:   01789 731332                                                ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
pat@toulmin.info                                                                
 
 
As I finish putting this edition of Restart together it is Bank Holiday Monday and the sun 
has just come out, although I think it is still a little cold for late May. I did quite a lot of 
editing on Saturday, when it was much more like trials’ weather, ie heavy rain. After the 
coldest winter for some time, luckily we had some snow chains or we would not have 
been able to get to the village shop, Jonathan has sold the Marlin (to Tony Branson). He 
wants to concentrate on sprinting, while he’s still ‘young’ enough to be fast and 
competitive (new to him Force 1500cc single seater racing car with a Megabusa engine 
this year)  
 
However another reason is that he now feels the cold quite badly and doesn’t enjoy the 
overnight stints and even some of the very cold one day events. His fingers go white. He 
may return to trials in the future, but it will be in tin top with a good heater! He was quite 
taken with the Ford Ka on the web………  
 
Although Tony has borrowed the Marlin before it is odd to see photographs of it on the 
web. Jonathan has written the final part of ‘Red Rag to a Bull’ and hopefully I will have 
room to put it in the next issue. 
 
Although this issue is full and goes to 52 pages we have had quite a few people let us 
down this time—no names, no pack drill. This tine I have tried to feature photographs of 
my authors as a thank you and maybe as an incentive to future authors. If any of you 
would like to write something, but haven’t been asked please don’t be shy in coming 
forward! Also if anyone would like to be a regular correspondent we would be delighted 
to hear from you. 
 
Photographs are, as usual, an issue, but thanks to Don Stringer and Anne Whellock for 
sending me some. Also thanks to Dave Cook. I also sourced some on the Ilkley website, 
but it would be good to have this flagged up.  
 
Finally you may notice that in the credits for some of the photos I don’t have the name of 
the passenger, as most clubs (MAC included!) only put the driver on the results. I don’t 
see a way round this, as even if I had the entry lists the actual passenger on the day 
may be different. 
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A  simple query posted on the 
“Classical Gas” website seems 
to have prompted one of the 
most fervently argued debate to 

be seen on that forum for quite some time. 
Jason Byrom asked the straightforward 
question “was there any benefit in splitting 
class 1 by engine capacity?” This 
immediately brought in a discussion that 
had been raised at ACTC council namely 
“should class 1 cars be allowed to use 
Quaife diffs”. 
 
There is, in my mind, no doubt that class 1 
is the future. The cars are cheap to buy 
and as Jason says, they are what the 
potential newcomer understands. They 
have "street cred". Turning up at work or 
play with a FWD that’s all jacked up and 
dirty may not be an instant hit with the 
street racer crowd, but they are going to 
understand that its someone doing 
something a little different and possibly 
interesting. Turning up with an Escort or 
Beetle is just completely alien to them. 
How we achieve this future is something 
altogether different. 
 
My instinct is that torque-biasing diffs have 
always been a no-no and it’s difficult to 
tear oneself away from a traditional idea. It 
also make the rules more complex, at the 
moment its simply "No LSDs", end of. 
Introducing them to class 1 slides some ifs 
and buts and maybes into the equation 
and of fers the possibi l i t y of 
misinterpretation. Already "Baldrick" (a 
forum nom-de-plume) is asking if he can 
fit one to his rear wheel drive Skoda. 
Giving class 1 the option to use a torque 
biasing diff is not going to turn them into 
class 8 beaters overnight, but it might 

bring them a little closer, and that has a 
potential advantage to organisers who 
would no longer have to find hills that suit 
such a wide variety of climbing abilities. I 
think that resolving the issue of diffs for 
this class is far more important that 
considering splitting the class.  
 
Consideration was given some years ago 
to the possibility of splitting class 3 at 
1300cc but the decision was made that it 
would not achieve the aims for which it 
was originally mooted. Class 4 was sort of 
created originally to offer newcomers a 
cheaper way in, by providing somewhere 
that a newcomer could run his standard 
1300 Beetle without getting involved in the 
expense of a "hot" 1835cc in class 6 at a 
time when Imps, Skoda and Beetles were 
the cheaply available saloons. Now you 
have to spend a lot on a sophisticated 
motor to be anywhere in this class. In 
addition, as the only restricted class it the 
sport, it also seems to generate the most 
controversy. 
 
In the longer term therefore I suspect that 
there would be as much a problem with 
someone running a highly tuned 1400cc 
as there is a standard 2 litre. And that 
initially puts me off the idea of a capacity 
split. On the other hand, we could take the 
Quaife diff out of the equation by saying 
that a 1400cc motor is probably not going 
to produce the sort of power that would 
break a conventional free four planet 
wheel diff. This gives us a starter class of 
reliable cars. We could do away with the 
start line benefits for the over 1400cc cars 
and we have a starter class.  
 
There are a number of companies that 
produce a conventional LSD for FWD 
cars, indeed one cited of the web forum, 
“the Gripper” actually advertises the fact 
that it can be ordered with the amount of 
limit specified by the customer. This 
therefore suggests that one could be 
ordered with no limiting at all. The use of 
this unit currently contradicts T9.4.3 which 
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I t’s May; the Ilkley Trial has run so we 
now enter the summer recess. 
Although weather wise, except for one 
nice hot weekend it doesn’t seem 

much like summer yet. I am writing this 
just after getting back from competing in 
the MCC Exeter Trial Centenary Run. A 
good event,  so well done to Dudley Sterry 
and his band of helpers. I navigated for 
Richard Andrews in his trusty Dellow once 
again. Just over 500 miles Ross-on-Wye 
to Ross-on-Wye, with only a top up of oil 
and lots of expensive petrol, not bad for a  

 

 

prohibits the use of a “freed up” LSD but 
the ACTC Council mandated me to repeal 
this rule at the next MSA Trials 
Committee. 
 
In an ideal world I would like to see the 
availability of a strong four planet wheel 
diff for all class 1 cars whatever their 
capacity.. Is the Gripper strong enough for 
a 2 Litre car? A brief look at their website 
shows that the planet wheels still run on 
plain shafts, unlike a Fack diff where the 
planet wheels have bearings. Are the 
materials strong enough? Even the Fack 
diff has had to up rate the grade of metal 
used in its construction to handle the big 
power.  
 
The TI-Motorsport website (http://
timotorsport.typepad.com/ti_motorsport/
workshop_/) shows a 205 diff with badly 
chipped planet wheels (all 4- and I believe 
though I don't know that this is James 
Shallcross' car) If the Gripper diff is not 
strong enough, who’s to say that a Quaife 
will be strong enough? It may be 
advertised as having a lifetime warranty, 
but that does not cover thrashing it to 
death in a highly ballasted car. There's no 
point in going down a difficult road if it’s 
not going to take the sport where it need 
to be. 
 
A straw poll conducted on the website 
suggested that competitors were in favour 

of a capacity split by a ratio of about two 
to one so ACTC Council should at least 
consider it at it September meeting. 
 
At the May ACTC Council meeting the 
assembled delegates were introduced to 
ACTC’s new “Quaife Buster” Diff testing 
machine. At last we have a tester that can 
identify these units, and it will be out and 
about during the coming season. I am 
extremely grateful to Dean Partington who 
has assembled this awesome device for 
us. If there was an ACTC New Year’s 
Honours List, his name would be on it. 
 
The MSA has introduced a new scheme 
whereby proposed rule changes can be 
view online, and comments from 
competitors are invited. There are some 
proposals this time round that will effect all 
of us. Have a look at these proposals on 
the MSA’s website - http://www.msauk.
o r g / u p l o a d e d f i l e s / r e g u l a t i o n s /
TrialsMarch2010.pdf or via the News 
Page of the ACTC website and 
understand them. If you have comments, 
please could you make them to me 
(simonwoodall@actc.org.uk ) rather than 
directly to the MSA, so that the sport can 
present a united front to the committee in 
August. If you wish to comment freely and 
publicly without being censored by the 
establishment, that’s what Michael Leete’s 
site is for. 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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60 year old car. But back to the weather, 
the night run was as chilly as some 
Exeters I have done in January, but at 
least it warmed up just a little for the 
Saturday run. This is now the third 
centenary run Richard and I have done in 
the Dellow so we are hoping to get a 
Centenary Triple if there is such a thing!  
 
There was a good attendance at the May 
ACTC Council meeting and several 
important subjects discussed. There were 
some decisions made on noise testing 
trials cars to the static MSA 98 decibel 
limit. This testing, where possible will be 
carried out by a licensed MSA 
environmental scrutineer.  
 
The long awaited ACTC differential testing 
machine is finished and had been 
transported to the pub car park where it 
was effectively demonstrated to all 
delegates. The machine easily detected a 
rear wheel drive car fitted with a torque-
biasing differential. The machine will now 
be taken down to the South West where it 
will be used during the summer to check a 
variety of cars, some with and some 
without free differentials. The machine is 
big and heavy so will need a trailer or 
flatbed to transport it and a number of 
‘bodies’ to get it on the ground. If the 
summer testing is satisfactory then from 
September it could be appearing at a trial 
that you have entered. 
 
A proposal has been received from five 
regular competitors in class 1 suggesting 
that ‘Quaife’ torque biasing differentials 
should be allowed in class 1. The main 
driver for this being that the Quaife diff is 
very strong, readily available for most front 
wheel drive cars and doesn’t break. It was 
felt that many newcomers to trials start in 
class 1 and are quickly put off by a diff 
breakage which usually also results in a 
broken gear box and a very expensive re-
build. All delegates have been asked to 
take this proposal back to their clubs for 
discussion with the intention that a 

decision may be made at the September 
ACTC meeting. So please, all of you give 
your ACTC delegate instructions. 
 
My own club’s Kyrle Classic Trial once 
again ran in very dry conditions but by 
careful use of tyre pressures on some hills 
we found a winner who managed to 
‘clean’ everything. Everyone else then 
dropped marks from 4 to the second place 
back to 95 for the last placed man.  
Congratulations to Adrian Dommett for a 
fine win. The conditions allowed the trial to 
run quickly with few hold ups such that the 
Clerk of Course, Derek Tyler and the 
equipment pick up van was back at the 
finish by 4:30 pm. 
 
With summer looming I am going with a 
group of friends to the classic Le Mans 
race in July. Six of us are going down in 
two Morgans and an MGB so we very 
much hope for a dry event. It will be my 
first trip to the classic Le Mans having 
previously always gone to the main 24-
hour race. Everyone tells me I will enjoy 
the ‘Classic’. 
 
I mentioned the Ilkley Trial at the start of 
this report; well Tiff Needel again had a go 
at classic trialing on this year’s event. 
Rather than the unsuitable ‘outfit’ he used 
last year David Haizelden loaned Tiff the 
well-sorted ‘green golf’. This resulted in 
very competitive fourth in class. Should be 
worth watching the coverage on ‘Fifth 
Gear’ some time soon.  
 
Enjoy your summer, fettle that trials 
machine and head back to the hills in 
September.  
 

Stuart Harrold 
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A Trial of Two Punctures 
(based on a Tale of Two Cities 
by someone whose name I 
forget) 

by Mal and Donny Allen 
 

I  have this theory that in a previous life I 
have upset “Axleback” the Norse god of 
class 7, (whose name can be heard 
spoken in low whispers after many 

trials, usually in the bar). He has in the 
past encouraged my passenger to turn off 
the electrical master switch whilst on a 
section (twice), had my passenger make 
me stop on a restart that was for classes 1 
to 6 only, put a hole in the sump, break my 
diff into shrapnel and my favourite, make 
me drive out of a section on the Kyle at 
the 12 marker. Sometimes I feel this trials 
business is not worth getting out of bed 
for. 
 
Anyway on the 2010 Cotswold Clouds 
“Axleback” had more fun with me, it 
started the night before the Trial, I noticed 
that a back tyre had lost a few PSI so 
swapped it for one that was on the car tyre 
rack. Up early the next day and drive the 
40 odd miles to the start, no problems. I 
must say that signing on in the SKF 
reception office reminds me of the 
company that I did my apprenticeship with 
40 years ago, so much for progress. 
 
Scrutineer and sign on, no problems 
except the trainee scrutineer, he called me 
old! Must remember to run over his foot 
next time I see him. Even though we were 
reasonable early at the start the queue for 
bacon baps and coffee was so slow we 
had to leave before I had my breakfast, 
maybe the vanman could buy another 
primas and cook more than one piece at a 
time. 
 
Off to the first section, Crawley, this is 
always a good easy hill to warm up on, I 
drop the tyres to the usual 10psi and 
move up to the line, the marshal mentions 

that there are some concrete cross drains 
this year and waves us off. I let clutch in 
gently and immediately have that sinking 
feeling, we don’t move far, the tyre that I 
changed the night before is off the rim, 6 
points in the bag and I haven’t gone 3 
yards, I look up to the heavens and give 
the appropriate hand gesture to 
“Axleback” I’m sure I heard him laughing. 
So I put the original tyre back on and drive 
through the section with no problems. At 
the top it’s nice to see that the organisers 
have a tractor with brush attachment to 
clean the road after we pass. 
 
After the driver calms down and regains 
the power of coherent speech the driver 
and passenger agree that as a good result 
is now unlikely, we will just have a nice 
drive in the country, how many times have 
we said that I wonder? Looking at the 
results I wonder if Kelly Thomas said the 
same thing as she also acquired 6 points 
on this hill, without which she would have 
finished the event as overall winner!! 
 
Onward to hill 2 Crooked Mustard, the 
queue at the holding control gave an 
indication of the problems on this hill, the 
cars were lined up down into the housing 
estate, it wasn’t long before even the 
course closing vehicle was with us. Still, 
after half an hour or so we got to the hill, 
Andrew Brown was waiting to tell us how 
hard it was this year, but, we flew up, 
maybe I was still a little wound up after 
Crawley or maybe it was that I had taken 
off my hat and could see the hill! The 
results show a lot of points were scored 
on this hill. 
 
Section 3 Axe, We wait at the holding 
control again! Another 20 minutes or so, 
when we get to the section start the 
marshal mentions that only about half of 
the first 20 or so cars cleared, the rest had 
to reverse, no wonder there was a delay. 
Off we go, still in attack mode, clatter off 
the ruts and rocks, plough through what 
looked like a couple of tons of sand and 
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clear the section. When pumping up the 
tyre I have to scrape a few pounds of the 
sand out of the wheels before I can find 
the valve!  
 
Section 4 Nailsworth ladder, yet another 
classic hill, The marshal checks the tyre 
pressures and agrees with my gauge, 
(which is always nice) but then ruins it by 
suggesting that it would probably be better 
if I had both front tyres inflated. I get out of 
the car and kick the front n/s tyre, (why do 
we do that?) Inflate the tyre, listen to it 
deflate, squirt in a can of sealing gunk, 
listen to it deflate a bit slower, inflate it a 
LOT and line up for the hill.  
 
The passenger tells me “There are 2 
restart lines, make sure you stop on the 
right one” I do what I’m told, (unlike a Mr 
Spencer who stopped on the wrong line 
and got a clip around the ear from 
passenger- it’s on video!). We leave the 
restart line on the rev limiter (valve 
bounce) and launch over the step I hear in 
the spectators a fellow committee member 
from my motor club (Bristol Pegasus 
Motor Club) shouting advice; I ignore his 
help and clear the hill. I later see some of 
the pictures taken at this hill by our club 
chairman and am impressed by some of 
the airborne antics at this step, especially 
a certain Bill Bennett (Liz, you should be 
on danger money).     
 
Onward to the Section 5 Ham Mill holding 
control, another wait, this time long 
enough to change the front wheel for my 
last spare, we debate cutting our losses 
and heading home or just having a nice 
day in the Cotswolds, we press on to Ham 
Mill, this hill was easier than previous 
years, the restart not too bad and we clear 
the hill. Passenger says right at top of hill, 
but I know we go left. We always go left. 
She EXPLAINS to me that it’s right, how 
could I doubt her? 
 
We head for Wicked Juniper section 6, 
now here they know how to have a 

queue!! OK a wheel and half shaft fell off a 
car blocking the track. It was clever of the 
organisers to know that there would be a 
need for a portaloo here; the ladies 
appreciated this no end!!!!!!!  An hour later 
we get to the start-line, the route 
instructions tell us it’s a restart box, does 
this mean something special? Are we 
supposed to get all wheels in? No one 
knows, so we treat it like an MCC box, 2 
wheels in. Clear the hill with no dramas. 
The results though show that this hill was 
another to rack up the points on. 
 
Section 7 Pheasants Run. A new hill to 
me this one and it was evil, basically you 
start from the flat, drive 30 yards up to the 
steep slick with mud restart, drop clutch, 
look at marshal as you slid back down the 
hill and claim your 5 points. 
 
By now it’s getting late and we are starting 
to think we should have cut and run for 
home, but we press on to Section 8 
Merve’s Swerve, as soon as I see the 
restart marshal is John Blakeley I know 
I’m in trouble, he is my Nemesis, So I get 
to the restart and give it a blast, we move 
a bit but all the time I can hear John 
laughing, we make it to a 4, better than 
most years. Thanks John. 
 
And so to Highwood, 2 special tests and 2 
sections.  
 
Test 1  
Drive around cones try not to fall into 
ditch, stop astride line. Completed gently, 
no problems. 
 
Test 2 
Accelerate, drive around cones and tape 
to stop astride line. Completed gently, no 
problems. 
 
Section 11 Highwood 1 This, one of the 
sections run by the other Bristol motor 
club which is called, funnily enough, the 
Bristol Motor Club, who run the Allen Trial. 
We stop at the start-line and talk to old 
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friends until they get bored and tell us to 
get on with the hill. No restart this year just 
14 psi to give us a challenge, the first 50 
yards or so of this hill are relatively easy 
and I think it would be easy to get a bit too 
much speed on and lose control, I backed 
off a bit too much, but we just clawed our 
way though the old restart area and 
cleared the hill, just. 
 
Section 12 Highwood 2. This hill requires 
grip from your tyres and grunt from your 
engine so I was surprised when we 
ground our way to a 3 on this hill, the 
spectators were amused when my 
passenger turned around and knelt in her 
seat so she could give directions on 
reversing down this section, I tell you as 
you get older it becomes more difficult to 
twist your neck around, you wait, you’ll get 
there eventually. 
 
We had not had to queue in Highwood, so 
when we got to section 13 Climperwell we 
were surprised - no queue! Yet more 
Bristol Motor Club marshals, damn, they 
are keen. Another exchange of 
pleasantries and off we go, this year the 
restart is on a step with 2 tree roots on the 
nearside to give it a bit of spice, we stop 
and give it a blast, the roots are a 
challenge but with a bit of handbrake we 
climb over the step and go, but what’s this 
I see? Someone has put an orange tape 
across the track. As we get closer I see 
we have to turn left and right between the 
tape and a hard place (a big tree). More 
by luck than intent we squeeze through 
power on and clear the section. 
 
About now, on most events I begin to 
hope that the next section is the last and 
my passenger starts to lie to me to keep 
me going. 
 
Sections 14 & 15, Bull Banks 1 & 2. I’m 
sure that here I spoke to some friends 
from the MG Club who were out 
marshalling. Both hills had restarts for us 
but we were on a roll and cleared both, 

the results indicate that the restarts on 
Bull Banks 1 caught about 50 percent and 
Bull Banks 2 about 25 percent of the field. 
 
And so to the last section, thank God. 
Section 16 Station Lane. I think I know this 
section but as we approach down the hill I 
realise I was thinking of somewhere else, 
the light is beginning to go, so it’s let the 
tyres down and join the queue. A few of 
the previous competitors were watching 
from the start line area and gave us 
encouragement, so we blasted through 
the deep ruts and mud over blind brows 
and up steep slopes to clear the section. 
What a great section to finish on. OK 
perhaps not so good if you have to 
reverse out after failing on the last slope! 
 
 We follow the route out of the woods to 
the sealed road, which was a trial in itself; 
stop to inflate the tyres, again scraping the 
mud out of the rims to find the valves. 
Drive to the finish at the Crown Pub in 
Minchinhampton and sign off. 
 
I have to say that in the end we had a nice 
day out in the Cotswolds and a damn 
good trial, thank you to the S & DMC, the 
organisers and the marshals who all seem 
too know what makes a good trial.  
 
Congratulations to Mike Workman for 
winning overall and to the class award 
winners. Next year let’s hope for fewer 
queues, especially at the Breakfast van! 
 
P.S. My passenger has just reminded me 
she has a name. I’m sure that will come 
out as a bruise. 
 
P.P.S.  Do other classes have a God? The 
one that springs to mind is class 2. The 
Spanish God “Tyrescostaplenty” 
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More tea (lead) Vicar? 
 by Dominic Hodge 

 

H aving been a long time colleague 
of Dave at Ti Motorsprt, it was 
with some surprise when Dave 
asked if I would like to do a 

“Trial”. Dave has been working on a 205 
of James Shallcross who regularly 
competes in this “alternative” form of 
motor sport and James needed a 
passenger/navigator (large sack of spuds 
is closer to the truth). Those who regularly 
read the daily blog from Ti, have seen the 
revisions and updates that Dave has been 
posting that has thrown all of his many 
years experience out of the window. Trials 
cars ADD weight not remove it, the clever 
bit is it putting or adding the weight in the 
most advantageous places to aid traction. 
I pity the local churches in Upper 
Basildon, there will be leaks in the vestry! 
 
After a small amount of communication 
and confirmation that I was available, the 
day arrived. James arranged to come to 
my house at 7.00am for a short drive to 
Stonehouse where signing on and 
scrutineering was arranged. When the 
sight of a 205 with the back raised to 
maximum and the front raised as well 
arrived it was a bit of a shock!! Not at all 
what I was expecting, but I was coming 
from a very different perspective having 
been around rally Peugeots for some 
considerable length of time. 
 
After filling with petrol we arrived to join 
the queue for scrutineering, I was trying to 
be incognito and not make my presence 
known at all. Well that lasted all of 30 
seconds before a fellow competitor came 
running up and asked how I was and what 
was I doing here, this is not your normal 
habitat!! 
 
Scrutineering passed with no dramas and 
on to signing on. To be a passenger, it 
costs the princely sum of £1 for lifetime 
membership, this must be the bargain of 

the century in motorsport terms. I was 
then presented with the route directions 
and list of tests. Well the route book was a 
little more basic than that what is normally 
presented for a stage rally, “at sign post 
go left, after 3,4 miles L at T” was about 
the maximum information provided, 
thankfully James had done the event the 
previous year and therefore had a rough 
understanding of where we should be 
going. 
 
First was a special test in a muddy field. 
After suitable modifying the tyre pressures 
(this I was to find out is a major part of 
trialling) From the start you proceeded to 
stop across a line, reverse behind the line, 
up a small bank, round a bollard and stop 
across the same line. Simple you might 
think, but in a field that most cars would 
have got stuck in and need a 4x4 to assist 
with the recovery, not at all easy. I found 
out later that this style of test was used in 
a tie breaker situation to determine 
winners. However the car behind us was a 
pre war some thing on skinny tyres, he 
had no bother at all. Where we were 
sliding around tying to find traction, he just 
did what was asked in a very sedate and 
controlled manner – respect !!  
 
This is where I discovered more of the 
secrets of trialling ! After you have let the 
tyre pressures down for a competitive 
section, guess what has to happen 
afterwards, yes you’ve guessed right, you 
have to pump them back up again !! 
James has a very nifty compressor on 
board that inflates the front (driven) tyres 
back up to normal road pressure 26 psi. In 
our class the lowest pressure allowed was 
10 psi. I am not allowed to state the actual 
pressure as this appears to be a closely 
guarded secret. As the passenger it is 
your job to clean the wheel rims and 
remove the valve caps so that the driver 
can re-inflate the tyres to the correct, road 
going pressures. Yes I got dirty – every 
time! 
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The next section was up a steep wooded 
bank, I believe that the 4 x 4 boys call this 
green laneing. I just could not believe that 
we could even get up, let alone be told, 
“Oh there is a stop and restart on this 
hill”!! James was very relaxed and said oh 
this is a doddle. A quick check of the tyre 
pressures, and off to the start line. I belt 
up and notice that James has unbuckled 
his seatbelt and moved the seat even 
further forward. Got that wrong then ! Off 
we start up the hill, a quick stop half way 
up, and smoothly off again cleared the 
summit no problems. At the top tyre 
pressures again, am I glad James has a 
compressor on board. 
 
A road section took us to the next section. 
This track looked more suitable for 
packhorses rather than horse power. The 
test had a stop on a very tricky hairpin and 
James again excelled himself and 
completed the restart successfully. At the 
end he did admit that there was a slight 
hesitation that may be classed as a 
potential fail. (You are not allowed to slip 
or move backwards). With trials you do 
not know 
the result 
until the 
end, which 
adds  a 
c e r t a i n 
element of 
t h e 
unknown.  
 
This of 
course also 
allows for a 
c e r t a i n 
amount of 
bluff and 
double bluff 
with your 
f e l l o w 
competitors. 
 
The next section took us on some glorious 
Cotswold country lanes, up and down 

tracks that a Land Rover would be using. 
Fantastic. Further sections, I think 19 in 
total, took place in different locations 
between Stroud, Cheltenham and 
Cirencester, with a group of 4 in woods 
called Catswood. This is where we had 
great success with a clean hill. Having 
watched at least 4 other vehicles failing 
this test, being able to clean the hill was a 
great feeling. However on the next test we 
had total failure with a 12. The others 
were either a 7 or a 5. The are no 
consistent scores in trialling!! The last test 
quickly came and with a short run back to 
the finish to hand in the no damage cards 
the day was complete. 
 
I would like to thank both Dave at Ti and 
James for allowing me to have a fun day 
in the glorious sunshine, yes it was sunny 
all day. I must add that I think that James 
reduces the average age of most trials 
competitors by 20 years. Will I be taking 
trials up - not yet - however I can see the 
attraction and it was great to experience 
1st hand a very different form of 
motorsport.  

James and Dominic on Viaduct, 2010 
Mechanics Trial 
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Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 

Air bottle repairs & refills 
Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 

Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 
 

If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 

 
4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 

Junction 10, M5 
Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

 

A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN    ULTRABURN UNIT  NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 
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Torbay Trial 21st March 2010 
by Julia Browne 

 

M ike and I decided to ride the 
Torbay Trial as a chance to 
have a go at Simms and Tipley, 
missed when the Exeter was 

cancelled, and because it looked very 
similar to the old Exe Valley Trial, which 
we always enjoyed. 
 
We got the Wasp MOT’d and an entry in, 
just as the closing date came around, 
fitted a new tyre and off we went at stupid 
o'clock on the Sunday morning. There was 
the promise of rain later but the morning 
itself was dry and all looked good and 
challenging. Waterless Lane was wetter 
than I've ever seen it, the puddle and mud 
was deep but we cleaned it, even the hard 
right on the section exit, a direction our 
Wasp is usually reluctant to turn. My 
brother Neil had waited at the end of the 
section for us to catch up so we would ride 
with him and his Triumph Metisse for the 
rest of the day. 
 
We had a long road slog to the second 
section, Baddaford Lane, and when we 
got there people were waiting and no-one 
seemed to be clearing the section very 
quickly. So – good lord – what was up 
around the corner? It was one of those 
sections you have to attack, and the rocky 
slabs on the restart area were very 
slippery and we were all over the place, 
but we got up clean and were quite 
relieved. 
 
Simms was next, nice and early in the 
trial, and as you know, Simms messes 
with your head, so we were keen to get a 
good ascent. We didn't get a particularly 
good slingshot off the bottom corner, I had 
to spend longer out over the chair than I 
would have liked and we had to straighten 
up on the first part of the climb - however 
it spat and scrabbled and spun and 
stopped suddenly about 2/3rds of the way 
up. That was... annoying. We rode back 

up the escape road just in time to see 
Simon and Debby Eddy ride out the top of 
the section. They were the only sidecar to 
clean it, which made us feel a bit less 
dismal. 
 
Courtney Yandle was marshalling at the 
foot of Tipley and we had a good chat 
before we set off – the section was rough 
as usual and a bit spinny but we got up 
okay and rode on to the three sections in 
the Teign valley. 
 
We got lost on the way and had to retrace 
our step for quite a distance but eventually 
got to Rebel's Way, a short progressive 
climb, where with handfuls of throttle, we 
got to the 3 board. I do think the early 
chairs cleared the mud for the later ones 
as people got progressively further up the 
hill.  Neil and the Triumph cleaned the 
climb beautifully, although when he 
cracked it open as he crested the rise it 
twitched and spat so there was potential 
even for a solo to fail. 
 
The next progressive climb was much 
longer and much wetter; all the sidecars 
struggled badly here, and once again 
Simon and Debby Eddy were the only 
outfit to see the top. 
 
The next section was the very rough, 
rocky and twisty Northwood Lane and 
here is where it gets reeeeal interesting... 
Al Lidgate and John went up in front of us 
and presumably cleaned it okay and then 
it was our turn. 
 
It seemed to be going okay, we were 
spinning but climbing and had enough 
steering to pick a line, we crossed the 
gulley and started to swing back for the 
right-hander when the damn thing 
suddenly found grip and launched itself up 
the right hand bank and reared up and 
came back over on us. I fell out safely, but 
Mike got trapped in the arc of the falling 
outfit and... er... got squashed underneath 
it. Even as I rolled to my feet and clocked 
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the Wasp completely upside down I heard 
him yelling – I think the whole Teign valley 
probably heard him yelling – and the 
marshals got to him even before I did and 
lifted the Wasp off as though it weighed 
nothing, and it was immediately obvious 
from the noise that Mike was more than 
just a bit bruised.  
 
This stuff wasn't covered in my First Aid at 
Work training – however, a quick couple of 
questions established the need for 
professional help and a lad was 
dispatched to the top of the section to get 
a phone signal and an ambulance.  And 
then one of the spectators came down the 
section, a nurse in her other life, and with 
further questions and a gentle brush along 
his leg, established that it might be broken 
and we wouldn't risk moving him.  Mike 
was lying in the ditch, with his butt on a 
sharp rocky ledge and insisting we move 
him, but we all refused to comply. 
 
 Alan Selwood was one of the drivers 
waiting in the queue and he took charge of 
the immediate situation, keeping Mike still 
and relaying information on the likely 
injury. The Clerk of Course had decided to 
abandon the section and had sent 
everybody on their way; he'd also 
telephoned through the co-ordinates of the 
section to enable to helicopter to land... 
somewhere.   
 
Within a few minutes we heard the 
welcome sound of the air ambulance 
circling above, and one of the crew got to 
us at about the same time as the 4wd 
ambulance crew. They got Mike on gas 
and air, and the paramedic proceeded to 
cut all Mike's clothing off. At least the coat 
had had a few seasons and wasn't as 
waterproof as it once was, but the 
overtrousers were only on their third trial. 
They even cut off his Camelbak – 
although I've since sewn it back together – 
and would have cut his boots off if Simon 
Eddy hadn't said that he knew how the 
buckles worked and could get them off!  

Once the helicopter found a flat field to 
land the second crew member got to us. 
They gave Mike four syringefuls of 
morphine but he still wouldn't shut up. 
Even with all those drugs sloshing around 
his wretched little body we was still in 
great pain as they loaded him onto the 
stretcher and carried him half a kilometre 
back down the section, over a hedge and 
out into the field to the waiting helicopter.   
 
With Mike on his way to Exeter Hospital it 
was left for everybody who had been 
hanging around helping and offering 
support to get on their way. Neil and I 
decided to recover the Wasp immediately. 
While we put the chain back on Simon 
and Debby, then Geoff and Mechelle all 
rode on up. The Wasp started happily 
enough, a broken headlight was the only 
visible damage (well it'd had a nice soft 
landing) and we followed them up. Neil 
ran back down the section for the Triumph 
while I thanked the marshals for all they'd 
done. Riding the Wasp solo scares the 
proverbial out of me, so Neil agreed to 
ride it back to the trailer while I rode his 
Metisse. I can cope with the gear change 
being backwards, but I can't judge the rear 
brake with my other foot so it was still an 
exciting ride! 
 
I dumped the Wasp at home and rushed 
into the hospital where the news was as 
we'd expected – Mike was in A&E with his 
femur broken just below the head of the 
hip. It would be pinned and plated the next 
morning, and he wouldn't be riding the 
Lands End in two weeks time, or anything 
else for quite a while. There were also 
some broken/dislocated ribs and damage 
to the knee but at the time Mike couldn't 
feel much other than his hip. 
 
I'm really pleased that Simon and Debby 
Eddy won the overall motorcycle class, 
especially as they had willingly made 
themselves very late to ensure that Mike 
and I were sorted out. And to everybody 
else who had a late finish because of the 
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accident and us holding up the marshals, 
I'm really sorry, but you'll believe me when 
I say we didn't do it on purpose! 
 
Addenda: in work on Monday I had to tell 
my boss and colleagues what had 
happened so there wouldn't be any 
problem with me leaving on time each 
evening. They were very understanding 
and all thought it must have been very 
frightening.  About half way through the 

morning I reached some sort of decision 
and rang Neil. “How d'you feel about riding 
the Land's End?” I asked, and he was up 
for it so we agreed he'd come around the 
next weekend to help me clean and 
straighten the outfit. When I hung up, my 
boss and co-workers were staring at me in 
disbelief. “Don't you ever LEARN?” they 
said. Well... apparently not.  

Some background on Keith 
Johnston 
by Keith  
 
Second place: The Templeton Cup. 
Pouncy League, 2009 
 
My trialling experience dates back to 1995 
when I joined the MCC. My first trial was 
the Lands End in 1996 on a Yamaha 
Tenere and I will never forget the first 
sight of Blue Hills on a sunny spring day. 
That feeling remains with me on every 
subsequent visit. I have campaigned 
mainly on solos [Serow, Honda XR250’s, 
A 500 Triumph Cotton, Triumph TR5T and 
most recently a BMW R80g/s]. 
 
There was a time when I was deluded 
enough to believe that the way forward 
was three and not two wheels. I 
campaigned a Honda 500 single sidecar 
outfit for a couple of years with little 
success, but a whole load of fun in both 
MCC and ACTC events. There were some 
notable events like the first Edinburgh trial 
when the lights failed and I ’cleaned’ 
Bamford Clough only to discover that my 
passenger had fallen out at the bottom of 
the section. I thought more power was the 
answer and moved on to the Ex Gagg 
Triumph TR7 outfit but soon realised that I 
was well out of my depth! Having done it, I 
have tremendous respect for all sidecar 
competitors. 
 

My other motorcycling interests include 
navigational rallies like the ACU National 
Rally and the Rally of Wales. I’ve also 
taken part in a couple of Tour de Cols 
organised so effectively by Ed and Ruth 
Stobbs. Over the past 10 years I’ve also 
ridden extensively in Europe including the 
Baltic States, Russia, Sicily and the 
Crimea. This summer I’m road testing a 
500 Enfield in India and the Himalayas, 
riding in the 2010 Tour de Col in Northern 
Spain and future plans include Romania 
and the former Yugoslavia, New Zealand 
and maybe the Americas. 
 
I became a member of the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists in 2001 and qualified 
as a senior observer in 2008. I lead a 
team of observers in the Wiltshire and 
Bath Advanced Motorcycling Group. 
 
Other interests include occasional trout 
fishing, Southampton FC and I’m a trustee 
of a regional charitable organisation. I’m 
also attempting to learn to play the 
saxophone [badly]. 
 
My favourite ACTC event is the Exmoor 
Trial held each January. The new year 
heralds a sense of expectation, the north 
Devon hills are at their finest [particularly 
after a sprinkling of snow] and the 
sections including the classic High Bray 
are in great condition. 
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Torbay Trial 2010  
by Peter Jones X90 

  

S unday morning and the weather 
looked promising after a rather 
damp week. Navigator Robert 
Stone and I set off down the 

motorway to the Exeter Court Hotel for the 
start. After a thorough scrutineering 
by Team Blakeley, we signed on and 
awaited our turn to start.  
 
We left at our allocated time and made our 
way through the Devon countryside to the 
first section 'Waterless Lane' to join the 
end of a long queue, our turn soon arrived 
and we set off through a large deep 
muddy puddle (remember the name of the 
lane) up a long rutted muddy track which 
had a surprise finish - a very sharp right 
turn where many cars failed, but my X90 
scrabbled around and I had a clear, which 
was quite astonishing. 
  
We set off for the next section 'Baddaford 
Lane' which was 17 miles away. We 
joined the end of the queue as many of 
the cars were returning down the section 
with either flat tyres or damaged wheels. 
When we got to the start line and told that 
the restart had been cancelled. We knew 
the lane was steep and very rough, we set 
off weaving our way up through the 
washed out lane then near the finish we 
could see the trouble previous cars had 
encountered - several large tree roots 
across the lane, now at this point I ought 
to have stopped having seen  
 
Brian Alexander return with a dent in his 
X90's front wing but ever hopeful I thought 
I would press on. The front wheels jumped 
over the first tree root sending the car 
skywards and into the high right hand 
bank. This is where we stopped with mud 
and stones scattered across the bonnet, 
reversed back to the start and examined 
the damage just a rather large dent in the 
right wing. 
 

The next section 'Lower Dean' had been 
cancelled at the start so off we went to 
'Simms' 
 
We pulled away at 'Simms' up to our 
restart, away from the restart up to that 
large slab of shiny smooth rock and a 
stop, as most cars seemed to do. Now on 
to 'Tipley'. 
 
'Tipley' is a long rough hard rocky lane 
with a restart. We set off quite happy up at 
what looked like a simple restart. We went 
to pull away the wheels turning forwards 
but we slid backwards (I was in first and 
not reverse) it must have been driver error 
as the X90 of Brian Alexander managed to 
pull away. Exiting this lane was nearly as 
exciting as driving the lane - very large 
potholes. 
 
We now made our way to 'Rebels Way' 
after a slight detour along with Giles 
Greenslade and Brian Alexander we now 
had 2 sections and 1 special test. The first 
section was an attempt to drive up a steep 
slippery grassy bank, with a similar 
second section we made little progress on 
each. The special test was slotted in 
between the sections, which we 
completed successfully.  Section 8 
'Northwood Lane' had been cancelled so 
onwards to the complex of sections at 
'Beardon Farm'. 
 
The first of the section started on a small 
hump in a gateway once over the hump 
we got away to complete this section with 
a clear. The following cars of Brian 
Alexander X90 and Steve Kingstone 
Midget failed to get away from the 
hump.  The next 3 sections were very 
muddy and very slippery the very 
conditions that do not suit the X90 and we 
failed dismally. 
 
Onwards and upwards towards 
Moretonhampstead area. There were 3 
sections at 'Cod Wood'. The fist of which 
Annie’s Steep we only just made it off the 
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start to collect an 11. The next section 
started level with a sharp right up a hill 
turn once we scrabbled around the corner 
we had a good uphill track to follow, which 
like ourselves most cars cleared. Our 
confidence restored we tackled section 15 
Cod Piece. A steep climb up between fir 
trees to score a 7, which looking through 
the results seem to be the average. 
 
We now set off for the last 3 sections at 
Kingswell, all 3 sections were very muddy 
to say the least. The first of which was 
quite level but a very deep track with good 
ground clearance. It was a case of 
planting the throttle pedal and sitting back 
as the X90 made its way with self-steering 
the end. Getting to the start of section 17 

proved to be a little difficult for ourselves 
as we moved to wards the start the car 
decided it would like to hug a large 
tree.  At this point I would like to thank all 
those people who helped to extricate us 
and the car away from the tree, we 
suffered some damage to the side of the 
car now called battle scars. Once we left 
the start we almost got stuck on the first 
hump, luckily we slid off and continued 
onwards for a very pleasing 3. Down to 
the last section which for ourselves was a 
very short section only scoring a 10. 
 
I would like to thank all the many people 
who gave their time so we could have a 
good days sport. Well done! 

Lands End Trial 2010 
by Dave Craddock 
  

M y brother and I, Andrew 
Craddock no. 84 and I Dave 
Craddock no. 83 left Plusha 
enroute to Bridgewater dressed 

expecting to get very wet only to get to the 
start, dry after an enjoyable trip. We left 
Bridgewater at 11pm heading for 
Minehead, we arrived at the first test, 
Felon's Oak, no restart for me in "class A" 
but Andrew did have a restart, which was 
cleared. The lane out of the section was 
very wet and muddy, here we came 
across two competitors just picking their 
bikes up covered in mud. Next on to the 
famous Beggars Roost, which was quite 
easy with no restart this year. We got to 
Rodney’s Revenge with a small queue in 
front of us due to some holdups. Both of 
us cleaned this section and on to the next 
challege which was Cutliffe Lane.   
 
We arrived there at 04.30am with yet 
another hold-up, competitiors emerging 
back down the hill, sidecars being told not 
to attempt it, now it was our turn!! I was 
first, I progressed to the first corner, got 
round it and opened the throttle of my 

750cc Triumph holding on until the top for 
a clean, I then heard Andrews 250cc 
Yamaha coming up behind, also cleaning 
the section. Next to the lovely 
refreshments at the top of Sutcombe, then 
on to Darracott, now heading for "localish" 
territory. We hit Crackington at 06.30am 
ish, quite a tricky secton with a nice bit of 
clayish gloop dropped at the top for the 
locals to enjoy, with 2 more cleans.  
 
On to Cardinham Woods with two restarts 
then on through Bodmin heading for home 
ground. Next section Bishop’s Woods 
special test and section. Here we were 
greeted by our families, who had come 
along to support us and cheer us on. 
Leaving here in the pouring rain, we knew 
the end of the trial was in sight, only the 
famous Blue Hills 1 and 2 to go. On 
arriving at Blue Hills 1, I went first, 
completing the bottom loop and only Blue 
Hills 2 to negotiate, got to the restart box 
at the top only to see a mound of earth in 
our way, I managed to clear this section 
and headed to the top to await Andrew. 
He also cleared both sections. On to the 
finish at Scorrier, with hopefully two gold 
medals on the way!! Here we met fellow 
rider friends, catching up with their own 
tales of the trial. 
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2010 Bovey 
Down Trial, 
photos by Liz 
Hobbs 
 
 
 
 

Emma Wall & 
Dorothy Flay 

 
 
 
 
Justin Llewellyn & 
Rachel Beaumont 

 
 
 

 
 

Peter Daniels & 
David Stokes 
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The “0”ther Lands End Trial 
2010 

by Brian Osborn 
 

O ur annual Easter venture to 
“Oggyland” nearly didn’t happen 
this year. All ready to go a few 
days before with me and Martin 

Price in my ’54 MG TF. We were 
accompanying first time - as a driver - 
John Fry and Tony Lake in the ex Vic 
Lockley MGB, when on the Wednesday 
Martin goes down with man flu or 
something viral and even worse. 
 
What to do? A quick phone around 
confirmed that all other likely suspects 
were at this late stage already committed 
for Easter. Until on relating this to Mrs Fry 
(Judy) found that her Saturday morning 
had been cancelled and she would like to 
go, phew! So Friday evening found us 
meeting up and heading for the class 0 
start at Bridgwater, to sort out a change of 
passengers, as Judy naturally preferred to 
go with hubby John. 
 
After starting we met up with Sue and 
Alan Scott (MG Midget) so that they could 
follow. She is hearing impaired/almost 
deaf and he is nearly blind now after 
diabetes has affected his sight over recent 
years, class 0 is certainly a challenge for 
them. He puts the route onto a Dictaphone 
in advance and then follows the route by 
listening. It can have its failings, so it is a 
lot easier for them to follow someone else. 
He still has to keep up in case we get 
parted and he needs to find out where he 
is. Judy on her first MCC event followed 
them, so our bunch was up to the 
maximum already. 
 
Class 0 this year was well up in numbers 
to previous years with 73 entries and 
included some notable “proper” trailers 
like the Tamar Trio folk who were 
accompanying their mate Bernard Curren 
MG TA on his first Lands End and Gregor 

Dixon-Smith who was giving his Morgan 
4/4 a shakedown after a bit of a re-build. 
 
We were about a third of the way back as 
number 524 which was OK, with few hold 
ups and those we did have were when we 
met up with the main trial. The sections on 
class 0 are not rough, but still challenging 
so one has to take care not to come 
unstuck, or should I say stuck. 
 
Our first was Catsash a restricted byeway, 
not one to cause problems, or so we 
thought. However we had a bit of a wait 
here due to a previous competitor getting 
stuck and there being only two marshals 
plus a helpful local on hand it took a while 
to clear the section and then get the 
message back down to the start. We were 
later to find several sections running on 
the bare minimum of marshals. Our 
thanks to those that did turn out as it can 
make it even more difficult if they has to 
keep moving up and down the section.  
 
Another wait at Crook Horn Hill special 
test, because here we met up with the 
main trial and hence cars were arriving at 
2 per minute for a while. The best of class 
0 was the Triumph 2000 of Jo Caudle with 
16.4 secs. Then on to a bacon bap at The 
Culbone Inn, I don’t know about you but 
the bacon here is nothing like the stuff 
from our local supermarket, really great 
even at 3.30 in the morning. 
 
Carefully down Countisbury Hill where I 
have had my only experience of brake 
fade in the past in the MGB with disc 
brakes and now I’m on drum brakes all 
round! 
 
Barton Steep is a steep tarmac lane with a 
restart, we managed OK, but Sue thought 
she might have failed it as she did last 
year. Restarts must be tricky if you can’t 
hear the engine revs! The results show 
otherwise. Molland RIse came and went, 
so couldn’t have been a problem, met up 
with the proper lot at Roundswell then off 
to Wargery a nice interesting section. 

19 

Meet the proper lot again at Widemouth, 
bit too cold to hang around beyond our 
allotted time, not too sure if Graham 
Austin the marshal survived his stint 
here – are you still with us Graham?? If 
so - well done. My intentions of going 
topless from here on soon changed when 
it started raining which continued more or 
less till the end, 
 
Oozes Water is another nice section, 
down into a slightly rocky ford and then 
out and up a slippy track, so easy to lose 
traction. Then to a 9am brunch at Wilsey 
Down where the steak pie was very 
more’ish, might have been mooing in the 
market a day or so previously. 
 
Petherwin Old Hill is another delightful 
lane. We usually pause at the tarmac road 
at the end to see if the chap who lives 
across the road is about. Last year he 
showed us around the traction engine that 
he had half rebuilt, but no sign of him this 
year. 
 
Up until now there hadn’t been many class 
0 failures, but Ruses Mill had a sting in its 
tail. This is a picturesque steep narrow 
lane with a couple of close-coupled tight 
hairpin bends one of which has the restart. 
Even though this is tarmaced it can be 
quite tricky to get away without the inner 
wheel losing traction and this year even 
more so. The surface had recently been 
renewed and then overlaid with very fine 
gravel, almost sand like. This acted like a 
slippery interlay and wheelspin was 
almost unavoidable, the results show 
many RBs or DNS, 17 in all. 
 
Then on to Cardingham Woods to join the 
others on one of the few shared sections. 
Lady Vale is probably the main challenge 
of the class 0 event. We not only share 
the section with the proper trial but also 
the same restart and start line – no 
concessions here. I note from the results 
that there were few failures for classes 1 
to 8, but there were 18 failures in class 0, 

including Sue. This section certainly 
looked worse in the rain than it was, there 
was grip in those clayey ruts. It was the 
only section that we let the tyres down 
significantly, as we did for the next two 
sections in the woods. 
 
Mays Hill has slightly rocky start, a climb 
up a not too difficult track with a sharp RH 
bend at the top into a very muddy forestry 
track or ruts, a nice interesting section, it 
claimed 10 scalps, including a couple of 
VW Beetles. One of which was Vic 
Lockley in his newly acquired Beetle and 
hence lost his “Tin”. 
 
Silver Lead Mine is another forestry type 
track leading up off the main track in the 
valley bottom with a sharp LH turn that 
can catch the unwary, however there was 
only one failure here - by an MGBGT no 
less. 
 
Off to Bishops Wood Special Test where 
Martin Curren in his MG TA set the fastest 
class 0 time in 11.6 seconds, well up on 
anyone else in the class and in with the 
class 8 boys being only marginally slower 
than Dean Partington’s 11.1, well done. 
 
Bishops Wood is a fun section but not 
difficult for us unless one takes the option 
of going up the slab which non of us did, 
not wishing to risk any damage this close 
to the finish. 
 
At Bluehills, class 0 has the option of 
going up the old hill, which is fairly easy 
tarmac or having a non counting go at 
Bluehills 2. Bluehills is far too rough for my 
low-slung car so we went for the easy 
option. The results however show that 
many class 0ers did have a go, 23 
actually, but only 7 got a clean on the 
class 0 version, which was straight on 
after the restart and past the winch. 
 
The main trial results show interesting 
reading for Bluehills 2, so many failures 
after the modifications at the top, perhaps 
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it was not only Rodney taking revenge this 
year! Saved the club a few awards no 
doubt. 
 
Bluehills Bitter was much more cleanable 
at the finish, which we managed before 
heading to our hotel in Perranporth. There 
was quite a little group of us there who 

met up with the Vic Lockley and Richard 
Andrews party for a sociable dinner in the 
town, where we heard all about Rodney’s 
and Bluehills from John and Alan Wells 
(MG PA) who failed both and so let Bill 
Bennett have the class 2 award without 
challenge this time. 

Two men and a dog witness a 
flying Midget 

by Colin Biles  
   

“ Hello boys. You made it then!” “Who’s 
that calling us boys?” Asked Dick. It 
was Ian Moss from Stroud (very 
successful trials yellow and black Imp) 

who had travelled down to watch the 
competitors on Blue Hills. “There’s a bit of 
a delay at the moment.” Ian said. “Grab a 
few minutes kip.” Tired, yet pleased to be 
nearing the end of the ‘2010 Lands End,’ 
we sat in the green Midget, waiting to 
descend into the sections.  
   
“Well it’s been a good run from 
Gloucester, hasn’t it” Said Dick. “Yes.” I 
agreed. “It’s hard to believe we’ve done 
four hundred miles since we set out from 
Malmesbury, last night.” Despite the rain 
trickling down my neck and the 
discussions on what the MCC Cornish 
boys had done to the top of Blue Hills 2, 
my mind started to drift…. I must have 
nodded-off.  
   
I was back the day before, thinking of the 
run over to Michael Wood Services. How 
good it was, to get friendly waves from the 
early number bike competitors coming 
towards us, already on the first part of 
their route to Malmesbury. It reminded us 
that whatever is driven, whether bike, 
chair or type of car, there’s great 
friendship in trials. “Hats-off to them, for 
staying upright on two wheels and 
navigating these long courses.” Said Dick. 
I heartily agreed.  

 
We had a good send-off at Michael Wood. 
In addition to the ‘crack ‘ with other 
competitors as we signed-on, it was good 
to meet Stroud Club members Nigel Moss 
and Brian Phipps, who had come along to 
support their members starting the ‘LE.’ 
Somebody I hadn’t seen for years 
was MG historian and car club former 
chairman Mike Hawke, who had joined the 
scrutineering team.  He was on good form, 
as usual. Also, there was ‘Spam,’ real 
name Barry the chap who, just a week 
earlier had tuned the Midget, taking the 
engine torque to places never believed 
possible. He dropped by, accompanied by 
his wife, to wish us well. Secretly, I think 
he wanted to see, with his own eyes, were 
these two old farts, really going to venture 
out into the cold and wet for the long 
distance run?  They should know better! 
MG stalwarts Rob Cull and David Bowlas, 
officially started us off. It was good to see 
them all and raised our spirits.  
   
“Now Colin. You’ve got to take it steady on 
this one!” Out of the dark came the voice 
of an ‘Angel.’ Actually it was Doreen 
Richards  checking  numbers at the start 
of  Steps Lane Test. She and Husband 
David officiate at many types of motor 
sport events and were running the new 
Regularity Stage for the MCC. Dave or 
“Bounce” as we know him in Cirencester 
Car Club hurried us along. “There’s no 
time for a chat Boys.” He said. “We’ve got 
to keep you moving. I’ll count you down 
Rally style!” “Three, two,  one…,…go!” 
And we were off.  
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I could hear Dick counting-off the seconds 
from my alarm clock, specially adapted 
with duck tape. “Twenty six, twenty 
seven…there’s a corner coming up.” He 
shouted. “Twenty eight…,Twenty 
nine.”……then in no time…. “fifty five…,
fifty six….the line is there by the light…fifty 
nine…, Sixty!”…. and it was over. “I think 
Stuart was on the Finish Line.” I said.  
“Couldn’t really see.” Said Dick. “ I was 
looking at the clock.” “Right.  Next  we go 
to Frome ” He added, in a matter-of-fact 
way…  
 
At  the Rugby Club there was tea and 
crumpet. Tea, hot and sweet 
accompanied ‘First Fifteen’ sized 
breakfasts served by the Bridgewater 
ladies. Crumpet, ‘hot and sweet’ was 
partying the night away up stairs. “Did you 
see that?” asked Dick, as two skimpily 
dressed, fragrant fillies brushed past us on 
their way up to the disco. “At one time, I 
would chase after them, but that was fifty 
years ago.” He mused. “Now, I couldn’t 
catch one, even given fifty yards start! ” 
“Let’s hang on to the memory.” I 
suggested. ”Before Alzheimer’s gets us 
both.”  
   
Felons Oak was the Bogey hill for me, last 
year. ‘Don’t cock-it-up this time!’ I 
thought.    Watch out for the very small 
Restart Box. Try and stay out of the hole. 
Make a steady get-away and drive up into 
the rough lane. “Plenty more power this 
time.” Said Dick. “Spam did well on the 
engine, didn’t he?” “Well, that’s the first 
one done!”  He added.  
   
In the clear air on Exmoor, we could see 
the red taillights of ten or so earlier cars 
twinkling, as they wend their way across 
the moorland coombs. “Don’t they look 
like fire-flies?” I observed. “They could 
well be, if it wasn’t so bloody cold.” replied 
Dick.  Across the Bristol Channel, the 
lights of South Wales resembled some 
remote flat constellation found by the 
Hubble telescope. We made our Earthly 
way to County Gate.  

“Do you know who Rodney is?” Asked 
Dick. “It’s one of life’s unanswered 
questions.” I replied. “One thing I do know 
however, he’s getting his full quota of 
‘Revenge’ tonight!” Enough said. It turned 
out that the ‘Spirit of Cutliffe Lane’ was 
also in league with ‘Rodney!’  On the hill 
class 5 compardre Thomas Aldrian gave 
us great encouragement, but could not 
prevent our second disappointment. “After 
Cutliffe, finding your way back to the Bude 
Road is like trying to escape from the 
Bermuda Triangle!” Said Dick. “We’ll have 
to re-name it the ‘Hartland Triangle’ from 
now on”.  I offered.  
   
As dawn progressed, the weather was 
determined not to help and started to 
‘chuck it down.’ Normally, on Easter 
Saturday local folk come out to wave and 
support LE competitors.  It’s part of the 
good-natured atmosphere. Save for some 
cheerful youngsters handing out biscuits 
on the coast road, the inhabitants of West 
Devon and East Cornwall stayed indoors, 
in the dry. Even the surfers at Widemouth, 
hoping to ‘Ride the Big One’ remained 
snug in their camper vans. They say when 
the pressure comes-off you start to relax. 
Well, it worked and I recalled the drives up 
Sutcombe and Darracott were particularly 
good.  
   
The two men with the black Labrador dog 
were standing on the bridge just below 
Crackington. As we drew up one man 
said, “You look wet.” “We are.” Replied 
Dick. “Do you think you’ll make it up the 
lane in that?”  Enquired his friend. “Yes.” I 
explained.  “You have to gain sufficient 
speed and momentum ‘to fly’ across the 
sticky part near the top.” Up to this point 
the dog had said nothing, but it was quite 
clear he knew what I meant. “What sort of 
car is it?” Asked the first man. “It’s an MG 
Midget” I offered. “Oh! an MG.” Said his 
friend, without expression.  
 
“We’re off to the pub in a minute.” Said the 
First man “The beer’s good and it’s dry 
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and warm in there.”  The dog seemed 
pleased to hear this. He added. “But we’ll 
see you go up the lane, first. Best of luck!” 
“Thank you” we said. It was the fastest 
I’ve ever driven up Crackington. This, and 
Dick bouncing with ‘gusto’ produced the 
‘clean’ result for us. “We’ll award you 
‘fastest climb of the day’ said the young 
lady STOP marshal at the top, cheerfully. 
That felt very good. Warleggan was rough. 
On the way down to Ladyvale, we passed 
above the exit to Hoskin, where Bill 
Bennett was reinflating tyres. “You’ll enjoy 
this one.” He said and to be sure, we did.  
 
“I’ve never gone ‘all the way’ before! ” It 
was comment from the driver of a Triumph 
TR7 waiting behind us at Bishop’s Wood. 
Scheduled for Class ‘O’ he was 
determined to get his car to the top of the 
main section. “To see what it’s like!” 
“Ease-off as you come up to cross over 
the road.” I offered. “You won’t be able to 
see anything, until your bonnet drops and 
the restart gully comes into 
view. Then go for it!” We 
enjoyed the climb up Bishops 
Wood section for a ‘clean’ and 
at the top we were inflating our 
tyres ‘TR7 man’ drew- up 
behind us. His broad grin said 
it all.... Well done to him!  
 
As it turned out ‘Blue Hills’ was 
also in cahoots with ‘Rodney’ 
and ‘Cutliffe.’ We reported into 
the Finish, to collect our 
certificates, ‘sans medal.’ 
There’s no need to re-organise 
the trophy cabinet ” I told the 
wife on the mobile. She 
reminded me “Actually Dear, 
it’s a small shelf, but I’m glad 
you’ve both finished safely.”  
 
At the hotel we swapped stories with tired, 
yet well-scrubbed trials competitors 
including Tim and Anne Whellock; experts 
in packing so much into that small Austin 
Seven and our near neighbour Matthew 
Little, who had just completed his first solo 

LE on his Royal Enfield Crusader. Well 
done, Matthew.  
 
This year, in complete contrast to the cold 
and miserable weather, it was the warmth 
and cheerfulness of the people we met, 
which made, for us, the 2010 Lands End 
trial an enjoyable event. Special thanks 
goes to the MCC officials for their 
organisation and an especial ‘Hats Off’ to 
all the marshals who endured the cold and 
wet to see us safely through their 
sections.  
 
As I went to bed that night, my thoughts 
returned to the pub at Crackington Haven. 
It was the wet Easter Saturday afternoon. 
Two men were seated at a table staring 
into their beers. Close by, a black 
Labrador dog was curled up in front of a 
warm fire.   After a moment’s thought 
Labrador man asks. “That little open car. 
You know the  green one with the two old 
boys in it?” “Yes.” “They got to the top 
alright, didn’t they?” “Yes. They went 

clean.”  Confirmed  his friend.   Both took 
long draughts on their pints. “You know 
something?” said Labrador man. “What? ” 
enquired his friend.  “I’ve been coming to 
watch the Lands End at Crackington for 
more years than I care to remember, but 
this is the first time I’ve seen an MG 
Midget that can fly!”  

The flying Midget! 
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Kyrle Trial 18th April 2010  
by Dean Yarranton 

 

H aving been an occasional trial 
driver with the All Wheel Drive 
Club and a fairly regular 
motorcycle trials rider, my near 

neighbour and ACTC chairman, Simon 
Woodall, would often say to me “Why 
don’t you come and have a go at some 
proper trialling, it’s great fun!” I thought to 
myself that it sounded a little boring – 
what can you expect to achieve from a 
normal two wheel drive car? Boy was I in 
for a surprise! 
 
After purchasing a Marlin trials prepared 
car from Nick Cross, I set about trying to 
familiarise myself with the driving of it. I 
entered myself and navigator, Dean 
Ryder, into the Clee Hills Trial in January. 
This was to be our first event and we did 
have some fun. We have both competed 
in motorcycle trials and Enduros in the 
past and we both agreed that the Clee 
Hilsl had been the best day’s sport we had 
ever had, so much for it being boring.  
 
Some of the sections were comparable 
with four-wheel drive sections, I could not 
believe where a two-wheel drive car would 
go, with the correct tyre pressures of 
course!  During the day we developed a 
chronic misfire and had a brake pressure 
build up problem but managed to finish 
seventh out of seventeen in class 7 – not 
bad for our first event. (PS. Dean also won 
the best MAC member award on the 
Clee – well done - ed!) 
 
After sorting out our mechanical problems, 
I entered us for the Kyrle Trial.  We had a 
nine o’clock start so we set off bright and 
early arriving at Whitchurch Services at 
half past seven. We got ourselves into the 
short queue for scrutineering and then 
signed on. This is when we made our first 
mistake of the day. We were so distracted 
by the smell of the full English breakfast 
that we forgot to read the special 

instructions for the trial! It was time for us 
to depart so we made our way to where 
we were greeted by a delightful old 
gentleman whose parting instruction in a 
broad Forest of Dean accent was to “slip 
her into gear, boy”. 
 
We made our way to section 1, Pill Box, 
which we managed to clear without any 
problems. Most of our fellow competitors 
also managed clears with only a total of 
fifteen not making it to the top. 
 
On to section 2, Pheasant Pens which 
involved a rather pleasant drive along the 
banks of the River Wye and across the 
meadow into the woodland where we 
came upon it, a climb up through the 
woodland track which again we managed 
without any problems. Every other car 
also managed to clear this section. 
 
Section 3 Ropers – we had to drive past 
the section, which was on our right and 
turn in the track and approach the section 
from the other side. We had a sneaky look 
as we made our way down to turn around. 
This was more like it, we agreed. It was a 
steep grassy climb with a few twists. We 
managed an 8 here which we were happy 
with, as only Tris White had gone any 
further prior to our climb. Only Adrian 
Marfell, Dick Bolt and Adrian Dommett 
managed to clear this section. 
 
Section 4, Jill – a rather spectacular 
descent to the start of this section had my 
passenger hanging on for dear life. “Trust 
me” I said, “ I’m alright at going down hill, 
its up hill that we have the problem with”. 
A nasty restart caught us all out in class 7 
with only Stuart Highwood in the Ford Pop 
making it to the top. Congratulations to 
him. 
 
Section 5 – Burnbrae. We enjoyed this 
section even though we failed the restart. 
After dropping back a few feet, we even 
managed to drive out. A drop down and a 
water crossing, followed by a tight right 
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turn which caught out many and the 
restart sorted out many more. 
 
Section 6 Pludds.  A steep rocky climb 
with another nasty restart, which we made 
a complete hash of.  I have to admit I think 
we would have struggled to get up even 
without the restart.  Again only Stuart 
Highwood in our class managed to get up 
for clear.  The reverse back down was 
rather scary for us as we had the nearside 
front wheel in the air at one point. 
 
Section 7, Sallow Valletts. Another steep 
woodland climb with only Tris White 
making it to the top in class 7 with Tony 
Underhill making a good climb for 1. 
 
Section 8, Bluebell.  A twist and a turn and 
another steep woodland climb where we 
failed the restart again. Most competitors 
in class 7 cleared this section. 
 
Section 9, Barty’s Bank. This is the one 
we got lost in. This is why it is important to 
read the special instructions and keep the 
white markers to your right. We got into 
the section, did slalom style course 
making it more difficult for ourselves then 
we got away from the restart and made it 
to the top. Alas we went the wrong way at 
the bottom and were awarded with a 9. I 
do not think we were the only ones, as 
Dave Mason, Tris White and Timothy 
Withey were the only drivers in our class 
to clear. 
 
Section 10, Rock Gardens. We managed 
a clear here, which cheered us up no end 
as a failed restart would have given us 
another 9 points. We made our way to the 
top of the section where we were met by a 
marshal doing a sterling job stopping the 
cars from going over the top and falling 
into a big hole on the other side!  Well 
done that man! Many clears here but also 
quite a lot of 9s. 
 
Section 11 Snompers. Another good 
section with a tricky climb to the left.  In 
class 7 only four clears here. 

Special Test Alpha. Adrian Marfell was the 
quickest here with a time of 21.1 seconds. 
 
On to the lunch halt for a welcome break 
in a nice picnic area with proper loos – 
very impressive! Time for us to stretch our 
legs and have a chat with fellow 
competitors. 
 
Section 12, Blaize. Over half the entry 
clearing this section. 
 
Section 13, Fran’s Frolic. At last we have 
some mud, which we promptly got stuck 
in. Most competitors clear here with only 
15 fails. 
 
Special Test Bravo. Paul Bartleman 
quickest here with a time of 11.8 seconds. 
 
Sections 13 and 14, Sharpridge and 
Badgers both very easy but would have 
been a different story if we had had some 
rain. 
 
Conclusion from the new boys. Another 
excellent trial very well organised. Only 
criticism is that there were maybe too 
many restarts, which we didn’t enjoy but 
certainly need to practise them. Thank you 
to all the Ross and District organisers, 
marshals and officials who made the day 
go so well. 
 
Congratulations to the award winners: 
 
Overall           Adrian Dommett        0  
Class 1           Dave Haizelden         29  
Class 2           Bill Bennett                22  
Class 3           Simon Groves           10  
Class 4           Tony White                12  
Class 5           Brian Alexander        36  
Class 6           Gary Browning          33  
Class 7           Tris White                  19  
Class 8           Mike Workman           4  
Best Ross       Paul Bartleman         10 
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Chairman’s Trial 2010 
by Andrew Rippon 

 

I t was 6.45 am on a bright and sunny 
Sunday and I was heading for the 
Bradworthy Transport Museum on 
route to meeting up with our daughter 

Claire and her passenger Tubby, along 
with the Tonkin Trials Team to travel up 
together with our Beetles. We Cornish like 
to think there’s safety in numbers! 
 
On arrival we were greeted by what we 
thought to be a garden gnome in a blue 
suit and red hat, with the hat perched 
precariously on top of his head. On close 
inspection it turns out to be no other than 
Arnie Martin, who was organising the 
parking and informing us of the way to the 
scrutineering and signing on.  
 
With the directions all sorted we were on 
our way to the first section, Orchards Rise. 
We were told on arrival that the best climb 
so far had been a 5. Even though a restart 
for class 7 had been taken out, due to the 
rain the previous week, this section had 
become quite claggy. This made it very 
difficult to climb and with a few words from 
Arnie saying how much it griped him to 
say to a VW driver " Do your best to clean 
it" we duly obliged. Jon Robillard, Ben 
Tonkin , Matt Facey and Claire followed  
suit in their class 6 Beetles. 
 
Milltrack, just across the field was 
marshalled by Dick (should’ve gone to 
Specsavers) Bolt. This was only the 
second section, but it was proving to be 
difficult on the first left-hand corner for 
some. We managed the first corner but 
the sharp right-hander through the 
gateway proved to be a points dropper for 
us, and barbed wire and fibre glass were 
not a good combination! All the FWD cars 
cleaned this and a few from all other 
classes, but no car from class 7 went 
clean. 
 
 

The special test was also on the same 
land, through gateway turn left, reverse, 
forward stop astride and Ben Tonkin had 
the fastest time in 16.4 secs. 
 
Gordon's Terror, I like to also call it "The 
Devils Teeth", through past experiences I 
have learnt to drive this section with 
caution as it has been the reason for my 
retirement on two occasions, this time all 
went well but not for Graham Matthews 
class 7 Marlin and also Ben Tonkin class 
6 Beetle both breaking their diffs. 
 
Speacial Test 2 Straight forward with 
Charlie Shopland being fastest on 
16.41secs. Hackmarsh arrived at section 
begins only to reverse back for 
greenlaners in their 4x4s coming down the 
section, rocky, but grippy restart for all, 
only 4 failed. 
 
Linton Field and once again the restart for 
classes 7 and 8 had been cancelled, 
through gateway into muddy, slippery field 
best climb here for Dan Keat reaching the 
5. Putshole 1 and a restart for 6, 7 & 8 and 
proving to be a slippery climb and our first 
puncture of the day. On Putshole 2 the 
restart was cancelled for class 7 but the 
start line was moved higher, again another 
steep rocky climb. 
 
Cutliffe Lane restart was for 7 & 8s only 
and tyre pressures for class 6 were 10 psi. 
Unfortunately I chose the wrong position 
to stop in the box, resulting in 6 points 
dropped. According to the results half the 
cars went clean, with the remainder 
dropping points here, onward to mid-trial 
halt.  
 
Smallbrook Wood this section resulted in 
everyone dropping points, all but Paul 
Bartleman the only car to go clean here 
with the majority getting caught out on the 
sharp right-hander, if you did manage this, 
the next left-hander caught you, with 
exception of Paul and Charlie Shopland 
scoring 1, both class 8 cars. There was 
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Dudley Sterry & 
Chris Phillips, 
MG J2, on 
Fran’s Frolic 

Simon Groves, 
Ford Escort, on 
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Burnbrae 
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Burnbrae 
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class 6 VW 
Beetle, on Jill 



28 

also a driver in a gold Escort, not wishing 
to name names, for the risk of 
embarrasment who dropped an 11 here, 
and admitting he drove like an "amateur", 
I'm afraid the jury is still out on this one!! 
  
Leigh Woods 1 marshalled by Tonkin 
Team had restarts for 7 and 8s only. 
Tonkin Snr throwing the gauntlet to Claire 
"you won't go any further than where I'm 
standing", now never underestimate girl-
power Norm. Claire made Norm's little 
legs run by climbing to score a 2, being 
the best climb here. Leigh Woods 2. Only 
10 cars cleaned this section, so once 
again the Leigh Woods sections proved 
stoppers for some, but with others having 
good climbs. 
 
Gullijohn 1 is a section you love or hate, a 
steep climb in usually a very slippery field, 
making your exit faster than your climb, 
once again it failed to disappoint. Pleased 
to have reached the 1 marker and I 
removed most of the markers on my exit. 
Claire, Paul and Dan were the only three 
to go clean. Gullijohn 2 was for classes 
6/7/8 only, it’s a slippery climb in the 
adjoining field, points dropped here for all 
with the best being a 2. 
 
Old Rocky caused no problems for 
anyone. Crossleigh unfortunately had to 
be cancelled due to the recovery tractor 
being unable to access the lane. Ivyleaf 
Woods 1 with infamous hairpin left which 
always catches out a fair percentage of 
the entry and its reputation for this 
continued with over half the cars failing 
here, with the exception of all the fwds, 5 
class 8s and Jon Robilliard the only class 
6. 
 
Ivyleaf 2 seperate restarts the higher line 
for classes 7/8 to which no one could 
manage, the remainder of the classes on 
the lower line again more than half the 
cars failed. Ivyleaf 3 a steep rooty climb, 
which is a definate points dropper 
resulting in only 11 cars going clean. 

Ivyleaf 4 the longest steepest section of 
these woods with a restart for 7/8s only, 
12 cars going clean, including Claire who 
seemed to take this section flat-out, only 
to find out at the top that her throttle had 
stuck open, good climb but a little scary 
for the driver. 
 
Finish and back to Bradworthy Museum to 
sign off, I would really like to thank Arnie 
and all his team for all the hard work going 
into what I personally feel to be the BEST 
TRIAL of the season so far, could it be 
beaten that remains to be seen. Well done 
to all. Congratulations to David Haizelden 
on winning overall dropping 31pts 
 
Paul Bartleman class 8         32pts 
Claire Rippon class 6           34pts 
Andrew Rippon class 7         36pts 
Ken Bassett class3               39pts 
Hans Vertel class 4              72pts 
Michael Vanstone class 5     109pts 

And a view of the 
Chairman’s Trial from a 
biker’s perspective, 

by Stephen Bailey 
 
Mud. Lots of thick gooey mud. So 
much so that Elevens, Tens and such 
were the most popular scores of many. 
 
If you tried to ride through the middle, 
chances were you wheelspan or slid 
and stopped. If you went the long way 
round you went the wrong side of the 
markers, bounced of a tree or stuffed it 
into a hedge (or all three) 
 
Bradworthy Museum seemed a 
reasonable venue for the start, lunch 
and finish and had some interesting 
motors and motorcycles amongst their 
exhibits. 
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Ilkley Classic Trial – Celebrating 
100 Years of Motor Sport 

by Fred Mills 
 

O ne of the great advantages of 
holding a trial at the wrong time 
of year is that you have 
sufficient daylight to be able to 

start at a reasonable time and still run 
over 20 sections. In this year’s Ilkley & 
District Motor Club’s Classic Trial there 
were approximately 68 road miles in a 
countryside varying from bleak moorland 
to lush forested valleys.  
 
The start and finish venue was once again 
at The Ilkley Rugby Club where there was 
a one way system around the outside 
perimeter of the pitch and ample parking 
for cars and trailers etc. Signing on and 
scrutineering were both handled in a very 
friendly and relaxed way then we headed 
off to eat a second breakfast. The strange 
thing about trials is that even though we 
had our breakfast before leaving home we 
were starving by the time we reached 
Ilkley at 8 am. 
 
We were in my Marlin and consequently 
had a late start; the organisers were 
setting car classes off differently to normal 
with class 1 first and class 8 last. No more 
grumbles about class 8s digging restart 
holes for DAF 66s to fall into. We were 
given score cards to carry with us for 
completion by the marshal at the end of 
each section. This system certainly 
concentrates the mind and hopefully 
eradicates the likelihood of complaints 
after the event. 
 
The first section Langbar is usually the 
last and carried a warning that it wouldn’t 
be used if very wet. The opposite was true 
and it was the driest I’ve ever seen it and 
we cleared the section without any 
problem, apart from losing my hat. Many 
thanks to the marshal who ran up the hill 
to return it to me. As we exited we came 

across John & Tom Bamber repairing a 
broken radiator fan on their Austin 7 
Sportsman. A couple of miles down the 
road we found Robert Hodgkinson’s 
Marlin parked up. He’d lost all the oil from 
his engine and was cobbling up a repair to 
replace a pipe that used to connect an oil 
cooler. Hal Branson was able to help him 
out with some oil and I decided that I must 
carry a full can with me in future. 
 
Hawpike 1 is another one, which can be 
very wet but was dry this time. To 
compensate a very convoluted path had 
been constructed which required 
concentration. Hawpike 2 was back 
through the farmyard and down to start 
line just across a small stream. Whilst 
waiting in line Julian lack’s Liege decided 
it wouldn’t start any more. When he 
caught us up later it turned out a brand 
new coil fitted the previous day had failed, 
fortunately he’d brought the old one with 
him for some unknown reason. This 
section began sharp right, through some 
twists and turn then through a gap in trees 
and on into a hidden gully that you could 
miss if you didn’t follow the markers 
accurately. 
 
It’s a short drive across several fields to 
Highfield Farm. This is a timed special 
test, which involves driving as fast as you 
can through a series of gates finishing 
astride the line in the last one. We 
managed 48 seconds, the slowest time in 
class 7. Just after the finishing line we 
came across a vintage tractor, complete 
with air compressor attached to the front, 
where we were made roadworthy with 
nice fat tyres. A little further along the road 
we came across Myke Pocock and his 
Skoda, which was blowing fuses in the 
petrol pump circuit. 
 
Strid Wood 1 was next and this is the one 
where you drive up a gully with a very soft 
patch half way up.  This was my third 
attempt, first one stopped when Carol 
knocked the ‘Doomsday’ ignition switch 
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and it did. The second finished up in a 
very soggy soft patch. This year was dry 
and I managed to keep to the gully 
bottom, through the soft bit and out of the 
top. I wasn’t given my score immediately 
and there were deep discussions between 
the marshals. Apparently the pole at the 
top of the section had fallen over and I 
hadn’t followed the correct line. As it 
hadn’t been my mistake an instant 
decision was made to give me a clear. 
 
I’d had a clear round up till now, but Strid 
Wood 2 caught me out and I was given a 
5, everyone else in class 7 cleared it. 
 
A short run through a beautiful bluebell 
valley, in the company of a couple of 
dozen Lycra clad cyclists, took us to 
another timed section. Hazelwood is on a 
country lane and involved a stop astride 
then roll back half way up the section. For 
some reason the engine decided it didn’t 
want to play on this one, we almost stalled 
and just managed to chug up the hill to the 
finish line. 
 
We had just finished commenting that we 
hadn’t seen Derek and his DAF, so he 
must be going OK, when we came across 
him in a layby. A very familiar scene to 
me, he was under the car removing shims 
from his clutch assembly but expected to 
underway again very soon. The entrance 
to Peel’s Wood can be extremely boggy, 
trapping the unwary. This year it was dry 
as a bone and cars passing through the 
restart were raising quite a cloud of dust. 
Common opinion was that slow off the 
start and restart was the best way to do 
this one, so I promptly managed to spin 
my wheels on the restart and failed it. 
B****r. 
 
Hey Slack next, Tony Branson’s wife, 
Sally, refuses to navigate on the lkley 
because of this one. It is very short and 
runs up a very narrow steep gully. We 
ended up just below the 1 marker rocking 
gently on one front wheel and one rear 

wheel. With help from the marshals we 
were able to reverse a little and then drive 
out of the top. Hal Branson followed us 
and managed a 3 but unfortunately Brian 
Colman in his Dutton broke a half shaft 
during his attempt. One more section and 
then the lunch stop, my stomach was 
rumbling by now we hadn’t eaten for five 
hours. 
 
But, first we had to climb Wilson’s Wood. 
There was a separate route for class 6, 7 
& 8 cars, which involved a very sharp left 
round a tree stump just after the start line. 
This caught out a few people as did the 
diversion half way up the section, but we 
cleared it. 
 
Lunch was provided by the same catering 
van that was at the start, pretty good 
quality and very welcome, as were the 
Portaloos. 
 
Last year, in the rain, we barely managed 
5 yards on Brimham Lodge. This time it 
was dry as a bone and had been set out in 
a much more twisty route, another clear. 
 
From here we drove along a very 
attractive route through fields and on to 
the road to Pateley Bridge and from there 
to Incline 1. Last year we gave up on this 
one and had to retrace our route back 
through to the town. What a difference a 
lack of rain makes, it was very easy this 
year as was Incline 2. 
 
Back down to Pateley Bridge, out of the 
other side and on to the road to Watergate 
1. This is one of the great classic trial 
sections, starting off through a stream and 
climbing steeply up to a restart. Great fun 
when it’s not raining.   
 
Watergate 2 was new to us, a real roller 
coaster.  The route goes down almost 
vertically from the start line with a sharp 
left at the bottom and almost immediately 
an equally steep climb back up to same 
level as the start.  This caught out quite a 
few competitors in classes 0 to 6 but only 
two in classes 7 & 8. 
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Harping back to last year, when we 
attempted Cock Hill Mine in torrential rain 
we could hardly see where we were going. 
There was no restart this time and once 
the initial very steep bit was cleared the 
rest was no problem apart from being very 
bumpy. Back to Peel’s Wood for a second 
go. The restart had been moved slightly to 
make it fairer for the lower classes that 
had to do it this time. I didn’t mess it up 
this time. Ellers is a few yards down the 
road from Peel’s Wood and is a straight 
run up the side of a hill, no problem. 
 
Swordpoint 1 is a very twisty run up 
through numerous tree stumps and I came 
to a halt at the 7 marker where my lack of 
steering lock couldn’t get me round the 
corner. That was my 
excuse until Mal Allen 
showed me how to do it in 
his Marlin. 
 
Swordpoint 2 was originally 
a straight run up through 
trees but now has two 
diversions one to the left 
and the other to the right. 
The top half was incredibly 
b u m p y  b u t  q u i t e 
exhilarating. 
 
Last but not least was 
Brown’s Wood, which we 
approached from the 
direction of Dob Park Water 
Splash. I think I must have 
fallen asleep on the approach to this 
section and didn’t position the car on the 
start line at all well. Consequently I 
managed to touch the 12-marker, as I 
turned into the section. The marshal 
admitted that he hadn’t seen me touch it, 
thanked me for my honesty and gave me 
12 points. 
 
The return to Ilkley was in bright sunshine, 
what a super day we’d had. I’ve only been 
trialling in my own right for a couple of 
years, having navigated for Derek 
Reynolds in his DAF for the previous 
fifteen years or so, and this was the best 

day I’ve had. Many thanks to Jane Tindall, 
Stan Peel, Robert Barker, John Busfield 
and everyone else who helped organise a 
great event. If you haven’t been up to 
Yorkshire to take part in this trial before, 
make an effort to do it next year you can 
be assured of a great day’s sport and a 
very warm and friendly welcome from a 
great bunch of people. 
 
The results were very close in all classes 
and several awards were decided on the 
results from the timed sections. I don’t 
know how they do it but the results were 
available by 6.30 pm on the day, it took 
me a whole day to do them for the 
Northern Trial. 
 

I 

didn’t mention it but we had Tiff Needell 
and the Fifth Gear team with us again this 
year. He was driving Dave Haizelden’s 
VW Golf and managed to only drop 10 
points, on his first ever trial in a car and 
came fourth in class 2. I got the 
impression that he was much more 
serious about this attempt and that the 
programme will be less jokey than the one 
with the Ural. 

Fred & Carole Mills on Wilson’s Wood 
(Photo by Henry Kitching) 
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The Ilkley Trial  by motorcycle 
by Julien Slade 

 

A  sunny morning, now that can’t 
be right. Friends plan to stay 
indoors any weekend that I am 
going trialling, as it always rains. 

Down to the car and trailer to find the 
trailer surrounded by the contents of my 
pannier (tools, spare chain, fuel) – a 
Saturday night reveller having fun. 
Thankfully everything was still there; I 
repacked the pannier and off for the 2-
minute drive to the Rugby Club. 
 
This was more like it, a change of weather 
in a quarter of a mile, threatening clouds 
with the odd spit of rain. Not much to do 
now as I had signed on the night before – 
a quick scruit and to find the chuck wagon 
for tea and nosh. 
 
Literally minutes before setting off (why 
did I leave it until now?) I decided to 
reduce my tyre pressures, however the 
anti-puncture goo in my rear tyre had 
sealed the valve nicely. I removed the 
valve – still no air escaped and now I 
could not get the valve back in. Thankfully 
Stephen Bailey had an assortment of tools 
with him and some poking about with a 
very small penknife and I managed to get 
the valve back in – a trial at 25 psi would 
be interesting. 
 
I set off with number 22 Peter Kieghtley 
and followed him until he popped off for a 
brief diversion. Very pleasant scenery on 
route to the first hill, Langbar, accessed 
via a long track through a farmyard, 
waved on by the farmer, past fields of 
horses and into the trees. Peter re-
appeared soon afterwards. 
 
Dry! What a novelty. A twisting climb up 
the section and off through the gate – 
shouts from the marshals brought me 
back “Don’t any of you bikers stop”. We 
had to get our cards signed at the end of 
each hill on this trial. 

Out onto the road again and off to 
Hawkpike 1 I passed a gaggle of bikes in 
the 40s coming the other way (own up, 
who was navigating?). Hawkpike 1 – a 
gully in a field – large lumps and holes to 
the top – too much throttle and I bounced 
out of the section. Watching the more 
experienced, they took it nice and easy 
and came through clean. Hawkpike 2 – 
twistier and then v-shaped gully – will be 
very tricky for combos and cars. I am very 
pleased that it is dry. If it was wet I 
suspect that it would be as tricky as the 
Charimans. 
 
Then it was hrough the fields (again 
superb views – no surprise there) to 
Highfield Farm special test. Here were 
cones, cones and more cones and the 
Fifth Gear film crew hiding behind the wall. 
A tight turn on an adverse camber at the 
end caught out No.13 John Boothroyd and 
No.36 John Kenny who both layed their 
bikes down here. 
 
Now it was onto Stridwood, with two 
sections just off the road. The first section 
a tricky deep gully with a sharp right at the 
top, the second, step up, right into track 
then left off track up a steep bank. This 
one stopped the combos halfway. 
 
Peels Wood looked tricky, through a gate, 
sharp left downhill then sharp right up 
steep bank, left onto track and finally right 
to clear. Again the dry weather made this 
relatively easy. 
 
I was beginning to get spoilt with the 
scenery and weather. 
 
Hey Slack also looked difficult from the 
start line, but having been re-assured that 
the section I was looking at was the easy 
route for the cars, it did not look at all easy 
to me, I was rather apprehensive of what 
was around the corner. The section was 
not easy to ride as it was difficult to read 
the surface (deep in long grasses and 
lumpy), however, if lucky enough to have 
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chosen the ‘correct line’ it was not too 
bad. The combos must have been at quite 
and angle at the top of this one. 
 
The sun really came out now and I begin 
to overheat (thankfully it cooled down 
soon after) 
 
We lined up for Wilson’s Wood, Yoshi & 
Sarah and another couple of combos 
returned down the hill to loud cheers from 
the rowdy group of spectators – they must 
have been entertaining to watch. A sharp 
left then a rocky earthy step and off up the 
track – with a diversion at the top to catch 
out the unwary. 
 
Brimham Lodge rest halt  - a sun washed 
field with a lonely portaloo and no chuck 
wagon, as they were lost. I ate my rather 
bruised banana, Stephen Bailey slurped 
his powergel and John Kenny had dates, 
as his body is apparently a temple (most 
of the time). The three of us were so 
involved in a conversation of the most 
inappropriate bike for trialling and 
therefore the one to have, that we were 
still chatting past our due leaving times. 
As we left, the chuck wagon arrived. 
 
Brimham Lodge section – fine in this 
weather but last year in the wet some 
vehicles could not move from the start 
line. 
 
Incline 1 & 2 was found due to helpful 
locals pointing furiously as Stephen and I 
passed the entrance to the field – up the 
field and then up the inclines. One long 
steep track split into two. Again, in the wet 
this would have been a very different 
story, especially at the top of Incline 2, 
where it got a little more interesting. Later 
I heard that a rider had suffered a broken 
ankle here. 
 
Nidderdale Motors was mayhem – bikes 
everywhere, taking on at least £1.23’s 
worth of fuel each. The man behind the till 
was flat out. The rain started – then 
stopped. 

Somehow I ended up in front and 
therefore was the first to tackle some of 
these later sections. I like to watch others 
cock it up before I take my turn and also to 
see the route. We all rode past the 
entrance to Watergate 1 but thankfully the 
marshals shouted and we turned back. 
The marshals were not ready as we were 
a little early. This was very good news as 
it gave Stephen and I time to discuss the 
growing characteristics of bog plants. The 
section was across a stream, then a bog 
and up a hill to a sharp left at the top. The 
bog was full of green plants in varying 
health and we were trying to work out 
which areas were boggier – where the 
plants were lush or where they were 
struggling? (It was all very wet) We failed 
to reach a conclusion – so I simply pointed 
the bike towards the other side and held 
on. 
 
Once up the hill, Watergate 2 – looked 
very nasty, steep dip, left and up a steep 
bank, but was not too bad, then Watergate 
3 – an extremely narrow section – bikes 
only – footed just before the top – Stephen 
followed and came to a halt on the 
steepest part – I assisted with a pull then 
a push to get him over the top. We then 
watched a few fellow competitors make it 
look all too easy. 
 
There are either a lot of identical twins in 
Ilkley or the marshals were working very 
hard as the same people kept re-
appearing marshalling, gate holding etc on 
various sections. Thank you. 
 
A long winding track brought us to Cock 
Hill Mine – a good section with a steep 
rocky start, left, then right to a restart then 
up a track. Phil Sanders went first, 
followed by Stephen – both appeared to 
clear it. When we were exiting the section, 
Phil was waiting with the gate open for 
us – thanks Phil. 
 
The three of us rode off to Peels Wood for 
the afternoon section there. Again we 
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were early, so spent the time admiring 
Phi l ’s ‘amazing magic folding 
mirror’ (natty bit of kit that can be folded 
away for sections). There was a slight 
change here from the morning, but very 
similar. Stephen cleared it followed by 
Phil who came through the final marker 
on one wheel. 
 
Close by was Ellers – just off the road 
and a ride up a track alongside a stone 
wall. We all cleared it and the chaps 
kindly hung around while I scribbled 
some notes for this article. Then the three 
of us set off for Sword Point 1. 
 
Now this was more like the Northern 
Trial – along a forest track with sections 
through forestry commission type woods. 
Again we were a touch early for the 
marshals (Who had a very impressive 
collection of 4x4s ready to recover the 
stuck) – which gave us a good 
opportunity to peer into the woods to get 
an idea of the section. I am again the first 
and take it slowly – fortunate as the 
number 8 marker is rather sneakily back-
tracked. Stephen follows and does not 
see the 8 and carries on straight up…and 
he is not the only one, we watch other 

bikes do exactly the same thing. Then it 
was off to Swordpoint 2. 
 
Somewhere, I cannot recall where, there 
was a rather daunting river crossing 
between sections. There were two Land 
Rovers parked nearby (I assume to 
recover any who did not make it). We 
made it through – but I should think that it 
would have been very easy to fall off. 
 
The final section was Browns Wood, with 
a tricky right turn off the road up a gravel 
track, soon left and a restart. After the 
restart the section ended rather abruptly - 
I rode as slow as I could to see where the 
section went, but it did not go anywhere. 
This was the shortest section of the trial 
and perhaps a good one to end on. 
 
Then it was back to the Rugby club for 
complimentary pie and pea-goo and tasty 
tart. A beautiful summer’s evening 
following a trial without deep mud or 
rain – what a novelty. 

Graham Lloyd, AJS G3 Rigid, on 
Cock Hill Mine 

(Photo by Dave Cook) 
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Ilkley Centennial Classic Trial 
by Robert Hodgkinson & David 

McCarthy - Car 89 Marlin  
 

O ur weekend began on Friday 
evening being hosted by John 
and Denise Rhodes who very 
kindly offered to put us up for 

the night (typical Yorkshire hospitality) We 
sampled the delights of a Bradford curry 
house and lived to tell the tale, many 
thanks to John and Denise. 
 
Saturday morning on arrival at the Ilkley 
Rugby Club in bright sunshine we were 
immediately met by an army of well 
organised marshals who promptly guided 
us to our parking area, hats off to the 
organisers everything was very well 
prepared and registering and scrutineering 
was a breeze. Special mention must be 
made to the wonderful signing on ladies 
Jane, Sheena, Karen and Janet. 
 
We set out at our allotted time and 
proceeded in glorious weather and 
headed to Langbar 1, unfortunately 
passing the magnificent car 71 Model A 
Ford of David Golightly having roadside 
problems. We breezed the hill and headed 
for Hawk Pike 1 in very high spirits, but 
this was short lived I’m afraid, as we burst 
an oil line and evacuated all of our oil. 
Roadside repairs and the donation of 
some much needed oil from car 95 Hal 
Branson in his white Marlin (many thanks 
Hal) put us a the back of the field, but did 
not dampen our spirits and we cleared the 
hill and headed for Hawk Pike 2.  
 
Here we had a slightly delayed start here 
as the competitor in front of us, car 93 the 
Liege of Julian Lack, was having trouble 
restarting his engine, due to an 
accumulation of fluff on his points. This 
was an interesting climb with a deep gully 
in the centre section and a sharp right 
turn, which nearly caught us out.  
 

Next was Highfield Farm and the timed 
trial which we attacked with gusto and was 
very enjoyable. We were impressed with 
the old tractor and compressor, which 
greeted us at the end of the section 
offering tyre inflation if needed. Now for 
Stridwood 1, we cleared it with gusto and 
with still a clean sheet we gave Stridwood 
2 all we had, unfortunately (according to 
an eagle eyed marshal) clipping gate 7 
(start of the rot).  
 
On the way to Hazlewood timed section 
we passed car 74, the DAF of Derek 
Reynolds, with obviously serious trouble 
as the vehicle was up on jacks having 
under car repairs, effected on the 
roadside.  
 
Peel’s Wood 1 was a challenge for us as 
we missed the turning for Blubberhouses 
Quarry and had to turn back, a local 
passer by offered us a shortcut, which 
luckily we didn’t take, as a cunning 
marshal was waiting on the cross-country 
route to mark cards. We almost completed 
the climb, having a good restart but stalled 
at the last gate (too much grip and not 
enough grunt). 
 
Hey Slack next and our start was slightly 
delayed whilst marshals recovered car 96 
Brian, which was Colman’s Dutton 
Phaeton, who had a broken propshaft. 
Again we cleared the hill with so much 
speed the marshal had a short walk to 
catch us and mark our scorecard.  
 
Wilson’s Wood.  Here we took a wrong a 
turn but eventually with a bit of intuitive 
map reading found our way and it started 
to rain for all of 10 minutes. We had a long 
wait as there was limited holding space at 
the section start and there was a pig of a 
first gate, with the choice of a sump 
breaking large rock or wheel snapping 
tree stump. We threw caution to the wind 
and hit the start at speed with a good leap 
over the obstacles, but unfortunately took 
out a couple of markers with the 
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momentum. We made the restart and 
finished the climb. Of note was car 103 
the Wasp of Mike Chatwin with a teddy 
bear mascot complete with flying hat and 
goggles. 
 
Brimham Lodge Refreshments. A much 
welcomed rest halt and many thanks to 
the chuck wagon staff, our bacon egg and 
mushroom baps were excellent.  
 
Brimham Lodge the drive through the 
grounds was very pleasant with some 
interesting architecture and to top it all we 
made the climb. 
 
Incline 2 at the quarry was rough and 
challenging, but once again with some 
sterling driving we shot out of the top and 
headed off for the exit with a clean run, 
only to fall foul of a strategically placed 
rock which threw the car sideways and 
impaled us on a sheep fence. We limped 
away to inspect the damage “OH DEAR!!!” 
front wheels pointing in opposite directions 
having bent the steering rack retaining 
bracket, scratching our heads and thinking 
our game was up, but not willing to admit 
defeat we jury rigged a road jack and 
levered the bracket somewhere near, but 
the steering trajectory and handling was 
somewhat interesting. We limped on but 
were now well and truly the last 
competitors on the road. 
 
Watergate 1 and Watergate 2. Despite our 
steering problems we amazingly cleared 
both hills and the steering got no worse. 
 
Cock Hill Mine fired up with our success at 
the previous hills we gave Cock Hill a 
thrashing only to be told that we had hit 
gate 8 (I think it was mistaken identity, but 
the marshals are always right). On leaving 
the section we found a brand new fire 
extinguisher lying the track complete with 
brackets, manner from heaven? No, it had 
come of the previous competitor’s car and 
we returned it at the next section, he did 
not know he had lost it. 

Peels Wood 2  was our second visit to 
Peels Wood and we gave it a good go, 
cleared it this time but caught a marker on 
the way. 
 
Ellers is a very tricky slow section with a 
sharp right-hander at 7 & 8 which 
according to the marshals caught lots of 
drivers out, including us, as with our 
rearranged steering geometry right hand 
turns were not our best option. Sword 
Point 1 we cleared but caught yet another 
marker, I think as we were the last 
competitor and the markers were all loose 
and falling in on us (only joking). Sword 
Point 2 we blitzed and all the markers 
stayed out of our way 
 
Browns Wood whilst waiting at the start 
point we met the film crew from 5th Gear 
and learnt that Tiff Needell had been 
competing for the show in car 64, a VW 
Golf, and that the show would be 
screened on Channel 5 June 17th, we 
ended on a low as it was a right hand turn 
into the start gate, which with our modified 
steering we did not make. 
 
Back to the Rugby Club clubhouse for the 
‘Infamous Floating Pie Supper’ courtesy of 
the I.D.M.C. and it was most touching that 
the Clerk of the Course, Stan Peel, should 
take time out of his busy schedule to 
personally seek us out and welcome us as 
new members to the Ilkley Club. Many, 
many thanks to the organisers and 
marshals, for a splendid event, we can’t 
wait for next year. 

Robert on Wilsons Wood 
(Photo by Henry Kitching) 
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Baldrick’s Nursemaid 
by Myke Pocock 

 

S ome time before every trial that 
Me, ‘Er and Baldrick enter I 
become obsessed with weather 
forecasts and this was particularly 

so this year as last year’s Ilkley Trial was 
devastated by torrential rain. Those who 
have never had the pleasure of competing 
on this trial will not know that a drop of the 
wet stuff is the last thing needed due to 
the nature of almost all of the sections. 
 
So with relief we set off at 5:30am from 
Castle Baldrick in convoy with Chris and 
Diane Veevers to travel the 100 or so 
miles to Ilkley. This was the first time I had 
towed Baldrick on my newly acquired 
trailer and it towed a treat. Predictably not 
everything had run smoothly in the weeks 
up to the trial. Fell Side Auto Club had 
acquired the use of a terrific piece of fell 
land near to Alston in the North Pennines 
to use for PCTs. I missed competing in the 
first competition organised there so was 
really looking forward to the second. The 
first problem to rear its head was a major 
radiator leak originally diagnosed as a split 
in the unit until a closer look showed that 
probably the only remaining original 
Skoda hose clip had quit. An easy repair 
and back into the fray until some 
exuberance on one section resulted in a 
drive shaft popping out.  
 
Strange, as I had not had any problems 
recently in that direction. I carry two 
spares so after the necessary exercising 
of a variety of four letter words, twenty 
minutes or so saw me back up and 
running but I had decided to retire so as 
not to delay the proceedings. Driving over 
the fell to marshal on a section saw the 
shaft inner end popping out again but this 
time jamming against the pot joint locking 
everything solid. Another change and I 
was able to drive home OK. I decided that, 
as everything else in the rear suspension 
was in good nick that thicker drive shaft 

packers were needed so my Myford lathe 
came in use again and the necessary 
parts were made and fitted but not tested 
before the trial.  
 
On the run out to the first section Langbar 
1, a worrying vibration occurred on any 
gentle right hand bends leading me to 
suspect that I had been a bit generous 
with the thickness of one of the packers. It 
is not unusual, I gather, to have to make 
the packers of different thickness on either 
side. This problem also caused some 
strange creaking from the rear end of the 
car that had not been there before but 
none the less I had no drive shaft 
problems throughout the day, fortunately. 
Langbar 1 is entirely on grass so a 
nightmare in the wet but things were so 
dry that dust was being lifted into the air 
by some competitors.  
 
David Hazelden was competing in an 
Escort a few cars in front of us having 
trusted his evil Golf to Tiff Needel to have 
a sensible go at a trial. David got all of a 
few feet up the section before coasting 
back with a dead engine. I got good 
traction off the line, managed to get the 
front end nicely in the air off the step part 
way up, gently round the hairpin so as not 
to attack the bank then a blast up to clean 
the section. Not QUITE like that as the 
marshal informed me I had hit the 1 
marker with my wing mirror. My personal 
opinion, but I do not like this ruling about 
penalising the competitor for hitting a 
marker but I suppose it is something that 
gives this trial its own character.  
 
A short run took us to the next two 
sections, Hawpike 1 and 2. The first is 
purely on very long grass in a gulley and 
was a bit more twisty than in previous 
years. The organisers had, by doing this, 
found more dips and bumps but we shot 
out the end with a nice zero on the card. 
On to the next one which starts just after a 
small stream with a tight right hander over 
a steep bump then shorty between two 
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trees and on into a twisty, grassy groove 
that swung left and right to the end. Plenty 
of traction got us to the end with a 
comment from the marshal that we had 
given it our all! The throttle was, at this 
stage, giving me some problems as it was 
sticking open at about 2000 rpm, not 
exactly conducive to controlled driving on 
a section or on the road. Off across farm 
land to the first special test which I really 
like. A long course across flat farmland 
through a series of gates of cones allowed 
the red mist to come down in bucket fulls. 
Coming up to the last gate before the 
finish line, the throttle decided to stay 
open and I comprehensively swiped a 
cone out before straddling the finish line 
and getting a comment from the marshal 
that I had made it look spectacular. 
Perhaps he was so impressed with my 
performance that I got a time in the final 
results.  
 
A quick look at the problem with the 
throttle linkage was inconclusive so we set 
off once again to the tow sections in Strid 
Wood. After a couple of miles all was not 
as it should be with the engine running 
roughly. I pulled into the very and found 
that the Facet pump was not ticking away 
merrily. The fuse had blown and another 
did the same again. I replaced the pump 
without luck, another fuse used up and 
running short of them now. With no spare 
manual pump, something that I had 
removed from the toolbox in the past and 
will replace for the future just in case I 
thought that was that. However I had word 
processed and laminated a list of 
components covered by each fuse and 
stuck it to the dashboard. On looking at 
what components were covered by fuse 2 
on the list I reasoned that indicators and 
brake lights were useful and couldn’t be 
disconnected but at this stage the wipers 
were of a low priority so disconnected the 
wiper motor and wonder of wonders, no 
more blowing fuses. What a result and it 
proved the value of my list.  
 

We were back in but now travelling and 
competing with all the big guns of class 7 
and 8. I have cleaned Strid Wood in the 
past including last year where there was a 
nasty big rock part way up. Where had it 
gone? This time there was a hole at about 
mid section that had been dug out by 
previous competitors and it looked like it 
could swallow Baldrick, so declining the 
invite to do a wall of death job I parked it 
nicely on the lip of the hole at a crazy 
angle and waited for an efficient tow out. I 
should have done a lot better on Strid 
Wood 2, scoring the worst in class. The 
sticking throttle was not an effective 
excuse!  
 
On to Peel’s Wood which, once again, is 
on grass and was a nightmare last year in 
the wet. This time an easy run up to the 
end which turns sharp right up a very 
short bank that I couldn’t get right this time 
and later in the day when the section was 
used again, scoring a 1. We were then off 
to Hay Slack which, whilst it is a short 
section, still needs good traction just after 
a sharp right to get up a short steep hill 
and fly, literally of the top. Dave Cook’s 
excellent photo shows me with both front 
wheels in fresh air. Magic!  
 
Wilson’s Wood was the last section before 
the lunch break and we had about a 15 
minute wait in the holding control before 
the off. This one had an easy restart 
lurking just around the bend from the start 
line then a shortish run to the end of the 
section, not forgetting to deviate to the left 
as they have done on this one in the past. 
Mind you I was a bit confused as to where 
to go as the marshal was standing right on 
the edge of the section by the end of the 
deviation meaning that if I had given it a 
bit too much he may have sported a 
Baldrick shaped groove over him! 
Considering our problems the lunch halt 
was welcome for some respite as was the 
loan of some WD40 from a class 8 
competitor to squirt on the throttle linkage 
which returned it to fully functional 
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operation and one less excuse for the pilot 
to use for poor performance. 
 
On to the next one, Brimham Lodge which 
was our 11th section and I was confident 
of a good performance on this as it was 
dry. However the Skoda gods had other 
ideas and my driver’s door decided to 
open at the most inopportune moment and 
become intimate with the number 9 
marker. My in-car video is of questionable 
use when it confirms my ability to use 
Anglo Saxon terminology at such times, 
even more so when I forgot to switch it off 
and the next 5 minutes or so of 
soundtrack confirmed my original opinion 
of my performance in the same vein! 
Never mind, I will make claim to the worst 
score on this one.  

 
From there on my passengers grab strap 
was called into service as a tie strap to 
hold the door closed. Next one up was 
Incline 1, 2 being kept only for the 7s, 8s 
and bikes unfortunately. The lower 
classes were allowed a crack at it in the 
early days but it is deemed too dangerous 
for us lowly mortals. Anyway my plan to 
creep slowly through the gate and then a 
sharp right over the grass worked a treat 
until I noticed that the upper part of the 
section had been well worn through to the 

slippery stuff below by all the previous 
traffic. Bury the throttle then and snake it 
through to the finish line. Nice. 
 
Next up was many people’s section of the 
trial and it also figures amongst the top 
sections in the country. Just why 
Watergate should be so popular is hard to 
define exactly but it is my favourite on the 
trial also. The final instructions were 
intriguing this year as there were two 
Watergates listed for the cars for the first 
time. The run of a few feet down into and 
across the stream was taken steadily and 
then I gave it all, bouncing over the rough 
surface and then pulling it round the 
hairpin at the top for a clean and a cheesy 
grin.  
Watergate 2 was just a few feet away and 

on arriving at the start I 
couldn’t see where it 
went at all as the view 
through the screen 
was of sky. This was 
due to the fact that the 
start dropped at an 
impossible angle into 
ma bomb hole. I was 
invited to get out and 
look at the section 
from the start line by 
the marshal. Very 
steady away from the 
start, drop down into 
the hole and a short 
run across the bottom 
then a tight left up a 

steep finish slope saw me clear the 1 
marker but park it on the lip. I was chuffed 
until a marshal said that I had touched the 
11 as I dropped down. Oh blast! I wasn’t 
the only one with 11 others looking to 
have done the same. What a 
disappointment. However, once again a 
section that would be impossible in the 
wet.  
 
On last year’s trial I had bypassed Cock 
Hill Mine as a push rod popped out and 
fortunately caught on the side of the 
rocker, not exactly conducive to good 

Myke on Hey Slack 
(Photo by Dave Cook) 
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running but it got me back to the finish 
venue. With everything running pretty well 
I gunned it up the steep, short start hill, 
deciding that a clean was more important 
than showing off to Dave Cook who was 
positioned just in the site line. The 
organisers have, in the past, put in a 
sneaky deviation just after this part but 
there was nothing like this so it was an 
easy run to the finish line. The exit track 
would also make a good section or special 
test.  
 
We were then off back to Peel’s Wood for 
a second crack at it and a restart this time. 
As reported earlier i still couldn’t get a 
clean despite prior knowledge from earlier. 
Must do better in the future as I have 
cleaned this one in harder conditions.
Ellers was only just down the road and 
was cancelled last year as too dangerous 
at the start as vehicles could easily slip off 
the slope. No such problems this time and 
the whole entry scored a zero here.  
 
After Watergate, the last three sections 
were possibly my most favourite with the 
first being Sword Point 1. This is a 
cracking run up between pine trees on 
peaty soil with a short, steep run at the 
end over exposed, slippery rocks. It 
needed a steady approach amongst the 
trees to avoid contact then a blast to try 
and clear the top. A 2 was my reward with 
a bit more aggression at the last bit 
possibly giving me a better score.  
 
I elected to be towed out instead of 
reversing down and was winched but told 
to drive as well. Not the best decision as it 
led to me cooking the clutch and the 
familiar smell of overuse. I then decided to 
do what I should have in the first place 
and reverse out. Fortunately there was a 
delay before the next section due to Hall 
Branson parking his Marlin in the ditch by 
the roadside calling for Dad’s help in 
pulling him out.  
Sword Point 2 used to go straight up but 
the organisers now send us first left then 

right through the trees on a similar surface 
to the previous section. My bouncer is 
usually fairly quiet in the back with the 
occasional encouragement. This time she 
shouted out a warning not to hit a tree that 
was threatening to jump out in front of me, 
or maybe it was my driving towards it at a 
rate of knots. Perhaps the latter. I gave it 
my all none the less and bounced left and 
right towards the end of the section. This 
one has got rougher over the years also. 
 
Our last competition was Brown’s Wood, a 
seemingly innocent looking short section 
that starts straight off the tarmac road. We 
were at this stage running almost last due 
also to a wrong slot on the road a bit back 
so the previous crowd had deposited a 
good covering of gravel and small rocks 
on the road leading to a lack of traction at 
the start. Never mind, once on the actual 
section it was a few feet to a sharp left 
bend with a restart. One of my best as the 
clutch was not doing its best impression of 
the day and I had to work away at it to 
gain traction then up to the finish a few 
feet away.  
 
Well, after all our problems we had 
finished, had a great day and put up some 
pleasing performances. After a quick chat 
to Derek Reynolds who was in his usual 
position of lying on his back, removing 
clutch shims, something that I think Derek 
could do in the dark after so much 
practice, we were off to the finish venue to 
sign off, consume a well earned pint with 
the pie and peas then off home to arrive 
just after 9pm. A terrific day out, well 
organised and run. It was pleasing to see 
that the organisers had taken on board the 
need to check tyre pressures, mine being 
done three times on the day. 
 
That completes my trialling for some time 
now, the Northern possibly being my next, 
as Baldrick’s nursemaid is to be fitted with 
a bionic right hip courtesy of the NHS. Will 
it make any difference to my trialling 
success? I very much doubt it.               
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Yoshi Adams 
Red Rose Bowl winner 2009 

 
First bike on the day of 16th birthday. At 
20 first off road bike a Montessa twin 
shock trials bike At 25 had first trail bike, a 
DT175 and then progressed to a KMX200, 
on which I won the Welsh Two Day 
Enduro Trail bike class for seven years 
running. 
 
Then tried a bit of twin shock motorcross 
on a mate’s vintage CCM (only award I 
won was last off the start line.) 
 
First desert rally was the Optic 2000 FIM 
world round on my CCM. Talk about in at 
the deep end, I got lost on day 3 and blew 
up the engine, resulting in a day and a half 
in the desert 
 
2002 I won the Transdanubia 7 day 
Amateur Rally Munich to Hungary. 

Several desert rallies over the next couple 
of years with varying success, usually a 
top five finish. Then broke my leg on the 
Altoturia Rally, realised I was approaching 
40, it hurt more and took longer to heal, so 
decided to slow down. 
 
Back to classic trials and the ACTC 
championship. I am the only person to win 
the ACTC Pouncy (solo) trophy for three 
years, and the first person to win both the 
Pouncy and Red Rose (side-car) Bowl. My 
ambition is to win the Red Rose Bowl 
three times then look out four wheel gang. 
 
Current collection: 
8 off road solos 
4 road bikes 
2 sidecar outfits 
1 race transporter 
1 sports car 
1 Percy Peugeot (the life boat) 

Chris Poel,  
Pouncy Cup Winner 2009 

 
I started riding trials late on at about 13 in 
modern events on a Beta, when i was 17 I 
started MCC events on my XL, I got a 
bronze I think.  
 
I have also ridden the XL in hillclimbs and 
enduros and it’s been good enough 
usually to win the class, it was my daily 
transport until I was 18. The only thing the 
XL was no good at was as a sidecar on 
the Exeter!!   
 
Aged 16 I studied horology (watch and 
clock making) at university for 3 years, 
then went self employed and opened a 
small shop in Stratford upon Avon, 
specialising in Rolex, Cartier and Omega.  
 
I rode the pre 65 Scottish four times, ssdt 
once (just!!!), Manx modern and classic 
events several times. I have developed a 
trick Triumph cub with lots of engineering 
skills been used from watchmaking. I went 
enduroing about 2005 and competed in 

several British championship events, 
Weston beach race, the tough one and 
loads of Cotswold enduro championship 
rounds. 
 
In 2007 I bought an 1875 Victorian house 
in Stratford and spent 2 years renovating 
it, big extension and almost everything 
you can think of, I have had to do!! About 
the same time as the house i started 
focusing on business, so riding almost 
stopped (only MCC events really were 
ridden and a small handful of LDTS) I 
thought I was going to go rallying after the 
house so did my licence and I bought a 
Subaru Impreza, but found the car events 
to be huge amounts of prep and money 
and little time racing in the event, 
motorcycling is the best pleasure per 
buck, and definitely where my heart is!!!  
 
I have only just got back riding, with a 
focus on pre 65 events, I have bought a 
1967 Husqvarna to go classic scrambling 
and my cub in trials. I’m trying to get on 
my bike most weeks and it’s the best 
stress relief I know!! 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

A s the second half of the 1978 
trials season continued I was 
involved with a non-stop record 
breaking attempt at the dual-

driver record from Land’s End to John 
O’Groats and return. My co-driver was 
Alroyd Lees who held that record driving a 
Mk. 10 Jaguar and we were to undertake 
the journey in my newly imported 
Volkswagen Brasilia. The Brasilia was the 
second most successful Volkswagen 

model produced in Brazil being overtaken 
only by the ubiquitous Beetle. The car was 
fitted with the standard 1584cc engine 
with twin Solex H32 PDSI carburettors 
and it was my intention to consider the car 
for use in classic trials. In point of fact I 
drove the whole distance, apart from 
Alroyd at the wheel for two miles before 
entering Land’s End, and created a new 
record of 32 hours 44 minutes. This was 

to give me the incentive that with  better 
planning a much faster time could be 
achieved and five years later I smashed 
that time as the sole driver by more than 
eight hours driving an Audi 80 quattro. 
The performance of the car also led to me 
acquiring another Brasilia which I soon 
began using in trials. 
 
However, in Derbyshire of that year no 
less than two hundred and fifty 
competitors took part in the 56th Edinburgh 
Trial. As happens throughout the country 
on occasions a member of the public 
cancelled the first section at Clough Wood 

owing to a last 
minute objection. 
In order not to 
r e d u c e  t h e 
n u m b e r  o f 
c o m p e t i t i v e 
s ec t i o ns  a n 
additional test 
was incorporated 
a t  P u t w e l l , 
becoming Putwell 
2.  
 
T h i s  r e -
introduction of 
t h e  o n c e 
innocuous track 
known as Putwell  

incorporating a Stop and Go test on 
Putwell 2 immediately provided a sting at 
the beginning of  what proved to be a 
tough event. The slimy and deeply 
entrenched rock gradient caused no less 
than two hundred and six differing failures 
principally by not clearing the Stop and Go 
test in their required time. 
 
To add to many drivers early 
disappointments Litton Slack followed. 
This year’s slippery grassy surface was 
the result of another one hundred and fifty 
four failures leaving only forty one 
competitors penalty free – and with only 
three sections attempted! After traversing 
the rough hair-pinned Millstone Edge and 

The first VW Brasilia to be imported into 
Great Britain. Alroyd Lees was 74 years 
of age at the time of the record breaking 

drive which raised £1,000 for the 
Leukaemia Research Fund.  
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racing against the clock over the sandy 
and rock strewn speed test on the lower 
reaches of Barbage Moor combatants 
found themselves waiting to attempt 
Bamford Clough, which as usual stopped 
yet another batch of vehicles. 
 
Haggside, which twists its way up the 
edge of Alport Moor, was relatively easy 
as was the then recently introduced 
grassy gradient at Haydale. A speed test 
at the Trial Headquarters of Bennetston 
was followed by the rough and wet 
surface from the farmyard at New 
Tunstead. Current ACTC chairman Simon 
Woodall’s VW Buggy retired at this point, 
possibly with a broken gearbox casing, 
although the damage might have been 
caused at Bamford.  
 
Three miles later yet another Stop and Go 
test on a very slippery bend on Taxal 
caught a fair number including VW Beetle 
driver, Alan Foster, who unfortunately took 
one second too long losing a Gold Medal 
and a Triple Award in the process. 
Another failure on time on this twisty hill 
was the current David Paull Trophy 
championship leader, Frank Roseblade in 
his Ford Escort although he was having a 
poor trial having already succumbed at 
Putwell and Litton Slack. 
 
Likewise a restart on the penultimate 
section of Corkscrew caused many 
failures. The Re-Start was sited just after 
a left-hand bend, the surface being deeply 
rutted with competitors finding great 
difficulty in selecting the ideal position to 
place the driving wheels. Six to nine 
inches was making a difference when 
trying to pull away on this slippery, rocky 
gradient within the time limit of two or 
three seconds depending upon class. 
Owing to delays the last section at Cheeks 
was cancelled. 
 
Redoubtable class winners included 
names from past and present: Alan 
Cundy – Ford Escort, Geoff Jackson – 

Simca,  Allin Penhale – Volkswagen, Brian 
Bradbeer Volkswagen, Dudley Sterry – 
MG J2, and Duncan Welch – MG Midget. 
The best team result came from Alan 
Foster, David Turner and myself all three 
driving VW Beetles. 
 
Originally North Cornwall Motor Club were 
to include their well known Tamar Trial 
into the new classic trials championship 
but problems arose which resulted in the 
inclusion of their Fulford Cup Trial which 
formed round 7 of the championship. 
From the competitors viewpoint it made 
little difference, the organisational 
experience of the club ensuring a 
worthwhile and testing days motor sport 
despite the lack of rain on the Cornwall – 
Devon border area. 
 
The first section, Bridge Plantation, 
situated in the Tregeare Estate began 
from a hard rock surface up a relatively 
straight leafy hillside between trees – very 
similar to Venn Hayes on the Exmoor 
Clouds event. As the surface was quite 
dry grip was easily obtained with the vast 
majority achieving penalty free climbs. 
 
Not so the following test of Tregeare One, 
which turned right very sharply over a tree 
stump with all competitors being penalised 
between eleven and eight except for 
Vernon Perry’s Hillman Husky Estate 
which literally took off and bounced its 
way up to the four marker. The woodland 
track of Tregeare Two basically allowed all 
cars to climb out of the Estate and as the 
steep farm track at Bad Harlick was very 
dry the penalties incurred on the second 
section were decided overall positions. 
 
The trial now moved eastwards into 
Devon for a section at Lifton Park, close to 
the hamlet of the same name. This was a 
short section, the lower half on a hard 
track and then turning right up a  
steepening slope, the turn requiring 
particular care. Only two competitors 
managed to achieve this task without 
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penalty – Dick Andrews with his Dellow 
and Cornishman Graham Carlyon driving 
his Ford Popular – although Allin Penhale 
managed to halve my penalties by 
reaching the four marker with his Type 3 
Volkswagen. 
 
Park Impossible was next. However it 
proved possible for some this year, 
including my Reece-Fish carburettored 
Beetle, which was the only car to reach 
the summit in the class. Rather 
surprisingly Vernon Perry’s Hillman, which 
started out so well hardly, moved off the 
start line. Allin Penhale, John West, Dick 
Andrews and Graham Carlyon also 
managed to reach the summit. 
 
It was section eight at Sydenham Two, 
which caused the next batch of penalties. 
A steep climb starting from a level ride it 
narrows half way up between two trees. 
This year a “wiggle” was also introduced 
catching out half the entry, including Allin 
Penhale who slowed to negotiate and 
control the rear end, but then lost the 
necessary “urge” to proceed further. 

Only Dick Andrews managed a “clean” 
climb at Lee Wood where a hard stony 
track led competitors to the top of the 
hillside to attempt a very steep bend with 
a loose surface joining a horizontal ride. 
On the heals of Lee Wood came the hard 
track of slate quarry waste at The Ramps, 
before continuing some four miles to 
Coryhill. This test appeared to be close to 
half a mile in length along a winding 
woodland track with interesting changes of 
surface. Once again, owing to the dry 
conditions it proved to be very easy. 
 
The trial ended with two sections over 
loose rocks at Eastcottdown incorporating 
a speed test. The overall winner based on 
Index of Performance but also with 
minimum penalties was Dick Andrews with 
his Dellow. 
 
Following the Fulford Cup Trial I now led 
the David Paull Trials Championship 
closely followed by Frank Roseblade – 
Ford Escort, Mike Hinde – Hillman Imp, 
Dick Andrews – Dellow, and John West in 
the Oliver Special. 

Championship Chat  
 

B efore I launch into a resume of 
the current status of various 
championship tables, I have 
couple of points I’d like to make to 

event organisers. 
 
The first concerns the event regulations. 
As part of my job as Championship 
Secretary I am supposed to cast a beady 
eye over all the one-day ACTC-Invite 
event SRs to make sure that all the points 
that the ACTC wishes to see covered are, 
in fact, included. Latterly, possibly 
because of the increasing use of e-mails 
to circulate this information, some SRs 
arrive with me at the last minute. My plea, 
therefore, is that all originators of SRs for 

ACTC-Invite events send me a draft 
electronic copy right at the beginning of 
the organisation process so that I can just 
give them a check over on behalf of the 
ACTC. This will allow any urgent 
inclusions/changes to be done without 
causing to much upheaval. 
 
My second request concerns results and 
the resolution of ties therein, and to make 
CoCs and other members of the 
organising teams aware that there is no 
universal set of rules to resolve ties. This 
has to be done within the SR’s and may 
be different from club to club. The normal 
method is to use the times on the special 
tests, which is fine until there are a lot of 
people tied on score and even a tie on ST 
times. Blue Book paragraph T7.4.2 can be 
invoked, but specifies ‘furthest cleanest’ or 
‘furthest low score’. Good, but doesn’t 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration. 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                                                                    £13.99 
Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating  1ltr                         £9.99 
 
Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                  £4.80 
Box 10 special price                                           £42.20 
CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                £7.49 
Box 10 special price                                           £67.40 
 

Octane Plus – gives your engine a power boost 
250ml treats 50 litres unleaded petrol               £5.49 
Box 10 special price                                        £49.40 
 
CVL Turbo 500 ml                                           £10.49 
 
Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres      £9.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres                                       £6.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£9.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel / Fax 01460 66434 
tim@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

Whitchurch 

MOT 
Centre 

 

Adrian Marfell 
01600 890218 
 

  Air Cooled VW Experts 

  Class 4 Beetles a speciality 

  Tyre Racks 

  Sumpguards 

  Turn-Key Cars 

  In fact, everything you need 
to keep your trials VW 
competitive 

Just off the A40 between Ross and 
Monmouth,  where the Kyrle starts 
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work if the hill penalties for the tied 
entrants are zero. So plea two, please 
include a second and third method of 
separating tied competitors in the SRs 
please. 
 
Turning now to the latest Championship 
Tables (which should appear in the mag 
for your consultation) and starting with the 
Wheelspin. Although the current leader, 
Tris White was in that position at my last 
report, two sterling drives by Dudley 
Sterry on the Torbay and the Kyrle had 
temporarily allowed him to overtake Tris. 
However, as the results of excellent effort 
on the Ilkley Tris has now retaken the 
lead by one point only. Third is Nick 
Farmer who has put together a string of 
good performances, whilst in fourth is 
Simon Woodall who takes that position 
on countback (two outright wins) from 
Dean Partington as they both have the 
same score. 
 
Lurking not far behind are Bill Bennett 
and Pete Hart, which is the highest 
position I can recall for a Marlin driver in 
this championship, so well done to Pete. 
 
The Crackington is led by Bill Bennett, 
who has won class 2 on all the one-day 
events that he has entered this year, eight 
points ahead of Tris White and a further 
three ahead of Dave Haizelden. Dave’s 
class 1 rival James Shallcross is fourth 
(but only 0.3 points behind Dave) and only 
one point ahead of Dudley Sterry. An 
honourable mention here to Stephen 
Kingstone in his class 5 Midget, only six 
points behind Dudley. 
 
The Team Championship remains very 
poorly supported and even with the option 
of having four members for a three man 
team (an option only taken up by one 
team!) scoring is very sporadic. However, 
the team of Giles Greenslade/Bill 
Bennett/Keith Sanders continues to 
enjoy a healthy 50+ point lead from Dave 
Haizelden/James Shallcross/Adrian 
Dommett. 

 
I’m unable to bring you an up-to-date 
report on the Navigator’s Championship 
because I do not yet have a list of the 
passengers on the last event. I will, 
however, make sure that a table is 
available for the website as soon as 
possible. After the Kyrle the top three 
places were occupied by Liz Bennett, 
James Curtis and Kerry Greenland.  
 
So with eight down and six to play all the 
championships are wide open (even the 
Team) and I’ve no doubt that there will be 
a few surprises between now and when 
the final hill on the Camel Classic delivers 
our 2010 championship winners. 
 
For the rest of the summer I will be 
occupied accompanying Dudley in the 
course opening car on the MCC’s Exeter 
Centenary Trial; teaming up with Stuart 
Harrold and a few other fellow triallers for 
my three days of motoring nostalgia as a 
spectator marshal at the Festival of Speed 
at Goodwood in July. If you’re coming to 
the event we’ll be located 200yds before 
the start line and we will pleased if anyone 
comes across to say ‘Hello’. Then lastly, 
heaven help me, my wife and I are taking 
my two grandsons down to Minehead for a 
week’s holiday in August. 
 
So I hope the summer is good and that 
you all enjoy yourselves and I expect to 
see you out and about on more hills 
during the latter part of the year.  
 

Chris Phillips 
Championship Secretary 
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BSW Accounting Services 
 

Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
Self Employed, need help with your accounts or self assessment tax return on 

line?  Need to set up a Limited Company? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

VAT   PAYE  NIC Pensions  Capital & Annual Investment allowances 
P&L Balance Sheet  Cash book  Purchase & Sale Books Cash Flow 

 
Free 1st consultation to work through options 

Contact - Barbara.selkirk@bswservices.co.uk 
www.bswservices.co.uk    01584 881351/ 07722 820933 
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PO UNC Y  LEAG UE
Tom  B eckerleg 9 NE 10 9 R 28
David C raddock 10 NE 5 R 10 25
Stephen B ailey R NE 7 10 6 23
Chris Poel 10 NE NE NE 10 20
Roger Tushingham 8 NS NE NE 10 18
Julien Slade R 7 0 R 10 17
Andrew  Craddock 9 NE 4 NE 3 16
Stephen G rinter NS NE NE 10 6 16
K eith Johnston 9 NE NE NE 0 9
Edw ard G riffin 6 NE 0 NS R 6
Ian Jones NS NE NE NE 6 6
Jill O llis NE NE NE NE 0 0
Nicholas Ellery NS NE NE NE 0 0
Tim othy B arker NE NE NE R NE 0
M ichael W adsw orth NE NE NE NE NE 0
Richard Daw e NE NE NE NE NE 0
John W ebb NE NE NE NE NE 0

RED RO SE
Y oshi Adam s 10 10 8 9 6 43
Sim on Eddy 9 NE 9 10 10 38
Ian B urton 8 NE 7 NE ESC 15
Alexander Lidgate NE NE NE 8 6 14
PeterA dam s 4 NE 3 5 R 13

K ey. NE = N on Entry.  NS = Non Starter. R  =  Retired. ECC = Entered Car Class.
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Motorcycle 
Championships 
 
Well the numbers of motorcycle 
competitors this has increased from fifteen 
in 2009 to twenty two for this year, that is 
some 45% increase. Let’s hope it keeps 
that way. 
 
The Final results for 2009 were: 
1st: Chris Poel: The Pouncy Cup. 
2nd: Keith Johnston: The Templeton Cup. 
3rd: Buster griffin: The Andrews Cup. 
4th: Tom Beckerleg: The Bude and District 
Cup. 
5th: Stephen Bailey: The Muddy Fox 
Trophy. 
Sidecar: Yoshi Adams & Sarah Williams. 
The Red Rose Bowl. 
 
This year at present Tom Beckerleg is 
leading with Dave Craddock second. 
Myself third, Cris Poel fourth and Roger 
Tushingham fifth. Yoshi Adams is leading 
Simon Eddy in the Red Rose Bowl 
championship for sidecars. This year 
seems to be an even closer run thing than 
previously. 
 
Janet has given £50 of her own money 
again this year towards the trophies, 
replicas and the engraving. 
 
Continental TKC 80 tyres are now 
acceptable for classic trials in ACTC 
rounds for motorcycles in class C (above 
450cc). 
 
The Neil Westcott Trial and the Tamar in 
2009 and the Northern Trial 2010 did not 
run to the agreed motorcycle 
standardisation formulae. The Northern for 
some reason ran standardised car classes 
but put all the solos and the outfit into 
class 0???  
 
The Tarka ran to the formulae but with 
their own class lettering system. The 

standardised formulae was agreed in 
2005 and reinforced by a further 
unanimous vote in May 2009. The ACTC 
committee and its members look forward 
to these events conforming when they are 
next run. 
 
I have had several e-mails as regards the 
tyre regulations and a few asking for 
advice on how to start trailing, so the 
system seems to be working. I have now 
given out or sent out over 400 entry forms 
for the ACTC since the beginning of last 
year. 
 
I have put out the ACTC web address in 
the Trail Bike Magazine forums. Brian 
Sussex has included all The ACTC rounds 
in his nation wide list and included the 
ACTC web address in his advertised links. 
And I have made a request that the ACU 
include the ACTC championship rounds in 
their information as published on their web 
site and in the rule book. 
 
John Aley has put in information on ACTC 
events in his News of the Week e-letter. 
However I am now formally asking that the 
MCC put in a link in the MCC Website and 
their Triple magazine. I still am aware that 
a lot of riders do not understand that the 
ACTC actually holds a championship with 
t roph ies awarded.  So ,  ACTC 
championship contenders please also 
spread the word. 
 
The Torbay Club put on a very good trial 
for the bikes. Well done Keith Saunders 
and the team. I would like the Kyrle to do 
the same thing next year. 
 
Also good to see the Ikley offering 
camping at the start however there are no 
facilities until seven am on Sunday? 
Starting at the site and finishing in the 
same place at least, which is what we all 
like. 
 
Have fun, 
Stephen Bailey 
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Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
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Crackington Table 2010 After:

Ex Clee Exm CoC Nor Tor LR Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Total

No 
Events
Scored

Bill Bennett 10.2 10.1 10.5 10.3 10.2 5.0 10.3 10.5 77.1 8
Tris White 10.0 10.6 11.0 8.8 7.0 11.0 11.0 69.4 7
David Haizelden 10.4 10.4 10.5 9.6 9.6 5.0 10.5 R 66.0 7
James Shallcross 9.4 9.4 7.5 8.6 8.6 3.0 8.5 10.7 65.7 8
Dudley Sterry 9.0 11.0 7.0 7.8 11.0 5.0 10.0 3.9 64.7 8
Stephen Kingstone 9.3 8.6 7.4 10.3 5.7 6.6 10.5 58.4 7
Simon Woodall 11.0 5.0 10.8 10.0 3.0 6.0 5.9 51.7 7
Nick Farmer 8.0 8.0 9.0 5.0 9.0 10.9 49.9 6
Keith Sanders 10.3 10.6 10.4 9.7 8.6 49.6 5
Kelly Thomas 8.0 10.0 9.4 9.3 8.9 45.6 5
John Bell 9.2 9.5 9.3 8.3 8.5 44.8 5
Dean Partington 10.0 4.0 9.8 5.0 5.0 9.9 43.7 6
Giles Greenslade 9.5 9.4 10.7 9.6 39.2 4
Brian Alexander 7.6 6.7 3.0 9.6 9.5 36.4 5
Peter Hart 11.0 10.4 5.0 10.0 36.4 4
Peter Jones 9.6 8.4 7.7 7.6 33.3 4
Dick Bolt 10.0 10.3 3.0 9.5 32.8 4
Andrew Rippon R 9.6 4.0 10.4 8.7 32.7 4
Colin Biles 8.3 6.6 9.3 R 7.5 31.7 4
Adrian Tucker-Peake 7.6 7.6 7.5 8.7 31.4 4
John White 7.5 8.7 5.0 9.5 30.7 4
Charles Knifton 8.4 10.6 1.0 9.7 29.7 4
Nick Cross 8.6 10.1 10.1 28.8 3
Michael Leete 8.5 9.4 1.0 9.6 28.5 4
Kevin Barnes 0.0 3.0 9.6 6.0 9.0 27.6 4
Jim Walsh 6.5 6.6 6.5 7.6 27.2 4
Andrew Martin 9.6 11.0 R 5.0 25.6 3
Stephen Kenny 7.0 0.0 10.6 8.0 25.6 3
Nicola Butcher 6.7 10.4 1.0 7.5 25.6 4
Mal Allen 8.0 8.0 R 3.0 6.0 25.0 4
Stuart Highwood 3.0 8.4 1.0 10.0 22.4 4
Mike Workman 11.0 11.0 22.0 2
Nigel Jones 5.7 7.4 8.6 21.7 3
Adrian Dommett 10.7 10.6 21.3 2
Russell Clarke 7.0 9.0 5.0 21.0 3
Reg Salway 7.6 5.0 8.4 21.0 3
Julian Lack 0.0 8.6 1.0 3.0 7.0 19.6 4
Simon Groves 9.0 10.5 19.5 2
Michael Chatwin 3.0 5.0 3.0 7.9 18.9 4
Tony Young 7.6 10.5 18.1 2
John Wilton 6.5 9.2 1.0 16.7 3
Paul Allaway 8.5 1.0 6.5 16.0 3
Paul Bartleman 8.0 8.0 16.0 2
Murray Montgomery-Smith R 2.0 9.4 4.0 15.4 3
Neal Vile 8.4 5.6 1.0 0.0 15.0 3
David Miller 6.0 1.0 7.5 14.5 3
Richard Peck 7.4 6.7 14.1 2
David Symons 8.7 5.0 13.7 2
Bill Rosten 9.7 3.0 12.7 2
Robert Hodgkinson 6.0 6.6 R 0.0 12.6 2
Eric Wall 7.5 5.0 12.5 2
Stuart Roach 9.4 3.0 12.4 2
James Smith 8.6 3.0 11.6 2
Terry Ball 10.5 1.0 11.5 2
Philip Tucker 8.0 3.0 11.0 2
Tristan Burn 10.7 10.7 1
Rob Wells 6.6 4.0 10.6 2
Colin Perryman R 10.4 R R 10.4 1
Tim Whellock 7.0 3.0 10.0 2
Dean Yarranton 5.0 5.0 10.0 2
John Ludford 9.0 0.0 9.0 1
Ryan Tonkin 8.6 8.6 1
John Looker 8.4 8.4 1
David Golightly 8.3 R 8.3 1
Duncan Stephens 7.4 7.4 1
Philip Bovill 6.9 6.9 1
Alistair McVittie 6.8 R 6.8 1
Michael Pocock 6.6 6.6 1
Bruce Aitken 6.5 6.5 1

Date 24/5/10Ilkley
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Wheelspin Table 2010 After:

Ex Clee Exm CoC Nor Tor LR Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Total

No 
Events
Scored

Tris White 6 10 9 8 6 8 47 6
Dudley Sterry 7 9 7 10 5 8 46 6
Nick Farmer 4 3 8 5 7 10 37 6
Dean Partington 9 9 5 9 32 4
Simon Woodall 10 10 9 3 32 4
Bill Bennett 8 4 6 5 3.5 27 5
Peter Hart 8 5 6 19 3
Mike Workman 10 9 19 2
Adrian Dommett 6 10 16 2
Kelly Thomas 8 1 7 16 3
Russell Clarke 3 5 5 13 3
Andrew Martin 6 5 11 2
Paul Bartleman 4 6 10 2
Dick Bolt 3 3 2 8 3
James Shallcross 3 5 8 2
Michael Chatwin 5 2 7 2
Giles Greenslade 7 7 1
David Haizelden 1 1 5 7 3
Terry Ball 5 1 6 2
Nicola Butcher 5 1 6 2
Keith Sanders 6 6 1
Simon Groves 5 5 1
David Symons 5 5 1
Eric Wall 5 5 1
John White 5 5 1
Michael Leete 3 1 4 2
Colin Perryman 4 4 1
Kevin Barnes 3.5 4 1
Brian Alexander 3 3 1
Sticker Martin 3 3 1
Peter Mountain 3 3 1
Rory Pope 3 3 1
Stuart Roach 3 3 1
Bill Rosten 3 3 1
Philip Tucker 3 3 1
Duncan Welch 3 3 1
Tony Young 3 3 1
Tim Whellock 2 2 1
Paul Allaway 1 1 1
Stuart Highwood 1 1 1
Stephen Kenny 1 1 1
Charles Knifton 1 1 1
Julian Lack 1 1 1
David Miller 1 1 1
Jeremy Slatter 1 1 1
Neal Vile 1 1 1
John Wilton 1 1 1
Nicholas Woollett 1 1 1

Date 25/5/10Ilkley
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
12th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
2nd October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
9th October Ebworth Stroud MC ACTC invite 
9th October Welsh VSCC * 
17th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead MC Championship (C/M) 
24th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
31st October Tarka North Devon MC Championship (M) 
6th November Lakeland VSCC * 
7th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
14th November Hardy Woolbridge ACTC invite 
28th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
28th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
5th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 
    
7th January 2011 Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
23rd January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 

6th February Cotswold Clouds Stroud Championship (C) 

13th February Launceston Launceston * 
19th February Northern Fell Side Championship (C/M) 
19th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC * 
27th February Chairmans Holsworthy Championship (M) 
5th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
6th March March Hare Falcon ACTC invite 

30th January Exmoor North Devon Championship (C/M) 

6th February North Coast Camel Vale * 

6th March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
13th March Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 
19th March Hereford VSCC * 
20th March Torbay Torbay Championship (C/M) 
27th March Bovey March Windwhistle * 
10th April Kyrle Ross Championship (C) 
16th April Kimber MGCC * 
16th April Scottish VSCC * 
22nd April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
24th April Presidents Camel Vale * 
14th May  Ilkley Ilkley Championship (C/M) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 
 

PLEASE NOTE 2011 DATES ARE PROVISIONAL 
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Date 25/5/10Ilkley


