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For this issue I shall give over my editorial to Chris Phillips: 
 
Electronic Regs 
 
During the course of the May ACTC Council Meeting a discussion took place on the 
possibility using the e-mail system to send out Supplementary Regulations and Entry 
Forms for one-day trials to ACTC competitors. This clearly has the advantage of saving 
the organising clubs considerable cost both for printing and postage. 
 
I was asked to set out a method by which this could be implemented so that competitors 
and organisers could consider the matter before the ACTC AGM in October. 
So how would the scheme work? My thoughts on how it should be set up and run are 
listed below. 
 
* The facility would be available to all events, which are ‘ACTC Invite’ 
* Both drivers andrRiders would be able to participate in the scheme 
* Drivers and riders would be asked to register their wish to receive electronic 

regs with the Championship Secretary (CS) on their ACTC entry form for the 
entire season and would supply a suitable e-mail address. 

* The CS would record the wishes of the competitors and set up a series of e-
mailing lists 

* If an organising club wished to use the electronic method, then when they send 
in their request for labels the CS would print and send only those labels for 
ACTC contenders who had NOT elected to have the electronic version.   

* The organising club would send an electronic copy of the SRs and entry form 
to the CS who would send it by e-mail to all those competitors electing to 
receive this service. 

* The CS would send an electronic list of the current competitors on the e-mail 
list to the organising club so that they would be able to collate their lists of 
competitors. 

 
I think that provides a good framework to instigate an electronic distribution method for 
SRs and entry forms. However, if anyone out there has any ideas for improving such a 
system, then I’ll more than happy to hear about it.                                   Chris 
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T here can be no doubt in anyone’s 
mind that 2007 will go down in 
history as the year when the 
general populace woke up to 

“green issues”. The word on everyone’s 
lips is carbon. As motor sport people, we 
find ourselves in the front line. Because 
we derive our fun from actually driving our 
cars we are somehow the bad guys, even 
though those who use their cars simply to 
get to wherever they plan to have their 
fun probably use more fuel to do so that 
we do. The question is, or questions are; 
Is this the end of life as we know it? What 
should we be doing about it? 
 
I believe that we already have a good 
environmental record. But what we do 
have to learn, and what we have often 
avoided in the past is how to tell the world 
that we are good. In the past the sports 
philosophy has been to keep its head 
down, to keep quiet and that way no one 
would notice us and our good 
relationships with our “locals” would 
ensure our continued existence. Alas 
now, there is a creeping inroad into all 
rural communities of people who want the 
countryside to be what they perceived it 
to be from the distance of their urban 
past, and not what it actually is when they 
get there. These people often have 
environmental issues high on their 
agendas but do not always see beyond 
their first impression or preconceived 
prejudices. Like them or not, we have to 
work with these people and have to pitch 
our point of view in a way they will 
understand. They need to know that we 
are the good guys. Planting trees is 

generally a good idea, trees are nice 
plants, there are an integral part of the 
British landscape and we need all the 
woodland we can get to provide 
ourselves with future sections – (The 
tricky bit there is to get them planted on 
slopes that are steep enough to be 
interesting and whose access provides 
some twists and turns). Planting a tree 
to offset the carbon generated by a 

single action is a prime example of short-
term politics. Yes, you can do the maths 
and say to yourself that in 25 years this 
tree will have absorbed all the carbon I 
generated, but can you say that the tree 
will last for the required length of time? It 
might has succumbed to disease, it might 
have been pollarded to make more space 
for someone else’s tree, or it might just 
have been mown down to make way for a 
motorway – wouldn’t that be ironic? 
 
As organisers of MAC’s Clee Hills Trial, 
Jonathan Toulmin and I have a very good 
relationship with the National Trust and 
this is based on the fact that we do a lot 
of the land management that they would 
otherwise have to pay someone to do. 
We don’t just keep the rights-of-way open 
by using them, we don’t just clear the 
brush away for our own benefit, it keeps 
the rides clear, it affects the populations 
of different species, and we help control 
the landscape by, for example, ensuring 
that the drainage works- you probably 
hadn’t thought that driving a car up a hill 
could be seen as improving the drainage, 
but it is, and the National Trust is glad of 
it. I’m sure that most if not all the other 
organisers do the same, but now we need 
to turn this into Green Spin. I believe that 
doing this kind of work is better that 
simply “carbon offsetting”. I think we must 
work with the communities through which 
we travel, and do things with them that we 
can tell the world about. It might be 
planting trees; but if we work with our 
local land owners we can create more 
good will that might make them amenable 
to letting us use more areas of their land, 
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and still have a good story to tell. 
In addition to all this, it must also be 
remembered that we are a minority sport. 
Not just in the classic trials world, but 
motor sport generally. I said at the 
beginning that others use more fuel just 
getting to their sports venues. Think how 
much carbon could be saved if football 
was played just to the TV cameras with 
non of the spectators that would have 
driven possibly hundreds of miles to get 
there. More power would be used to drive 
TV sets, but most of the power hungry 
ones such as those in pubs are already on 
and showing the game. 
 
The trick though is that in the end it 
matters not one jot what we do, what 
matters is how we tell our good news. 
 
I had hoped by this time to be able to 
announce the appointment of a new 
secretary for ACTC, but alas, no one has 
yet come forward. In truth, that is probably 
partly my fault for not spending as much 
time as I should on the gentle arm twisting 
that seems to be required to get people to 

realise that they do have the where with 
all to do the job, and that it is neither as 
technical or as complicated or time 
consuming as they thought.  On the other 
hand, I can report the arrival of a new face 
to take over David Haizelden’s role as 
Championship Quality Assurance Officer. 
That is Dave Foreshew. So those of you 
who lived constantly in fear of receiving 
post with an Exeter postmark should now 
quake at the thought of mail from Bristol. 
Dave probably needs little introduction, as 
the Foreshew family and their Golden 
Valley Special are well known. Dave 
recently purchased the ex Pete Fear 
“Dingo”, and although the car has a few 
teething faults to sort out, these have not 
stopped Dave from demonstrating his 
winning potential. 
 
Outgoing Dave, (H), has been doing the 
quality job for, a long time, and the 
Association is very grateful for the efforts 
that he has put into the job and I would 
like to publicly record my thanks to him for 
all the work that he has done. 

Robin Isaacs 
grounding out 
on the Dob 
Park special 
test on the 
2007 Ilkley 
Trial 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo by 
Dave Cook 
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A  few weeks after the very 
successful ‘gold rush’ Lands 
End, your officers and delegates 
met on a Bank Holiday Sunday 

to keep the affairs of ACTC in order at the 
Council Meeting. So, to keep you abreast 
of the issues and exchanges, alongside 
observations elsewhere from Simon and 
Chris, herewith some extracts. 
 
Trees for Trials: you will no doubt have 
keenly followed the arguments being 
bounced around on the MCC’s NOTW 
page, in support of which our Vice 
President Alan Foster had prepared his 
proposal (in political terms his ‘Green 
Paper!) for an arrangement to progress a 
form of carbon offsetting against our 
sporting emissions. Although the actual 
contribution of motor sport towards global, 
or even national CO2 emissions is 
probably immeasurably tiny, our kinds of 
activity could be seen as a target for 
criticism because we actually use our 
vehicles for the purposes of sport, and I 
am reminded of the phrase that 
‘perception is the only reality’, particularly 
to the public in such sensitive issues. 
Council agreed that, although at the 
highest levels the MSA has no strategy in 
this arena, it could be particularly fruitful 
for the trialling fraternity to be thinking pro-
actively along these lines, especially 
because we value the goodwill of many 
folk in the countryside. 
 
One route (no pun intended) might be to 
establish some kind of partnership with 
woodland or carbon offsetting groups, 
though we naturally would be seeking 
mutual ‘agendas’ and some influence on 
the application of any monies raised by 
clubs or competitors. We all get excited by 
pictures like Dave Cook’s of the Waters 
Pop bounding up ‘Jack’ on the Kyrle, but 
would our partner be so keen on this 
image? Additionally, we’d need to ensure 
that we gained good PR from the entire 
exercise, maybe even using ‘green’ 
stickers alongside our competition 

numbers. Clubs will be giving this matter 
consideration prior to the autumn AGM. 
 
Also on the ‘planet saving’ theme, a great 
deal of paperwork is generated by all 
member clubs who distribute their regs to 
hundreds of would-be entrants. This effort 
might result in only a 20% response rate: 
many competitors have no intention of 
entering every event through the season, 
and promptly assign their package to b1n. 
Such waste of time and resources has 
been raised before, and joint proposals 
made by Mark Tooth, Pete Hart and Chris 
Phillips have lead towards plans for 
delivering many more event regs to us 
electronically: Barrie Kirton remarked that 
about 60% of Lands End entries were 
made from downloaded forms. My own 
experiences of this kind of paperwork 
burden have shifted enormously over 7 
years – t’was a time when I’d photocopy 
and post 30+ copies of minutes, now its 
thankfully just 8. Read more on this in 
Chris’s article. 
 
Championship quality has been monitored 
and reported on for some years by David 
Haizelden, and indeed Stan and John’s 
Ilkley event has been observed this year 
with regard to inclusion in the 2008 
championship. Dave’s last report before 
stepping down suffered a software glitch 
(alert to the previous paragraph!) so could 
not be shared at the meeting. However, 
Pat’s since sorted the hieroglyphics and 
here’s a few extracts: 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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- organisers will have to consider a 

range of tools to keep their 
sections competitive in the more 
prevalent dry weather: tyre 
pressures, route deviations, off 
track markers and restarts for 
lower classes may all be fair 
game 

- nevertheless, there has been 
high competitor satisfaction with 
trials that have been run in both 
very dry, and conversely 
occasional monsoon conditions 

- all credit is due to those CoC’s 
who ‘step out of their comfort 
zone’ and introduce new sporting 
venues 

- there was another very popular 
application of a ‘relief scoring 
system’ to broaden the chances 
of success across all classes 

- we saw some worthwhile 

successes for those clubs who 
followed MAC’s lead by adopting 
cl.ass 0 and therefore opening 
the way for newcomers 

- however, although we might try 
to attract these folk, some young 
competitors are finding their 
insurance premiums to be 
prohibitively expensive, so 
perhaps this is an area of 
concern for the future that we 
should try to negotiate with our 
associates in this business. 

 
So with these thoughts for the future, my 
thanks to Dudley for access to a privileged 
trialling hot seat and complements to 
Simon for his insightful chairmanship, I’ll 
sign off and look forward to contributing in 
other ways to our sport. 

Adrian 

www.TJ TyRES.co.uk 
Tom Jefferis 

 

COLWAY tyres supplied and fitted in  
Taunton, Somerset 

please email me for a quote 
 

email: tom @tjtyres.co.uk 
 

mobile: 07745 246106 
 

advice  -  fitting  -  balancing  -  tubes  -  mail order 
 

other makes available 
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Holsworthy Chairman’s Trophy 
2007 

by Dave Haizelden 
 

I n the week before the Chairman’s trial 
restarts, deputy editor rang and asked 
me to do a report on the trial. Little did 
I know what a disaster I was about to 

commit. First of all I’m indebted to Adrian 
Dommett for allowing me to use and 
abuse the class 8 special.  
 
The event started from Killarney Springs 
and with the overnight rain the car park 
turned into a special test all on its own. 
Some 40 bikes started ahead of the cars 
and headed for Youldon Forest and 
section 1 Pheasant Plucker. Most of the 
car field had reached the hill before the 
motorcycles had finished causing a small 
delay. As for myself, my day was about to 
get off to an interesting start. My 
navigator, Mike Collins came rushing back 
to get in the car for the start, saying, “The 
section goes straight up with a turn to the 
right.” So off we went and I turned right, 
but to early and collected 9 points. “Well 
that was a good start!” Of special mention 
on this hill Simon Groves and Tristan 
White, Simon was up to something fishy 
when he battered two trees with the 
Escort, meanwhile Tristan in the “Green 
Gimp” collected a flat bit at the bottom of a 
tyre and a class loosing 6 points. The first 
retirement was the BMW of Nick Farmer 
and Alan Selwood, the super charger had 
a belting good time parting company with 
the drive pulley. Just around the corner 
from the hill was a very tight special test 
lined with traffic cones. Much to my 
surprise, while half way through the test, I 
found two motorcyclists parked on the A 
line while I was reversing towards them. 
Having avoided them, I then clipped a 
marker cone on the way out.  
 
On to section 4, Rookery Woods, I have to 
single out Richard Mattin the restart 
marshal who was doing a tremendous job 

pushing out the motorcycles, which failed 
to leave the restart. He also took the 
decision to remove the restarts for the 
cars due to the very slippery nature of the 
hill. For the only time that day the special 
and I were as one, and were the only car 
to clean the section. New comer Nicholas 
Cleal in his Peugeot, produced a 
remarkable one eighty degree turn while 
proceeding towards the 11 marker, 
onlookers are still perplexed as to how he 
did it (???) With Gordon’s Terror deleted 
due to naughty 4x4s, it was straight to 
Linton’s Field (which was a right muddy 
corker!) I have to say at this point I 
approached the start line with some 
apprehension, because Mr D was 
marshalling, and as he was to point out to 
me later I made a couple of glaring 
mistakes. Two words spring to mind: 
Complete and Burk.  
 
In a return to class 3 the old Phil Slugget 
Escort was now in the championship 
winning hands of Arnie Martin complete 
with Phil in the passengers seat. This duo 
had a poor showing on Litton but later 
showed what the car could really do. 
 
Across the road was Putshole 1, 
marshalled by John and June Blakeley. 
My day was about to take another turn for 
the worst. Having trickled up to the restart, 
and stopped at the top at the box, I had to 
turn around and look for the restart 
marshal. When he dropped his flag, so did 
the engine revs on the special, as I didn’t 
rev it hard enough and collected another 6 
marks, and yet the best was still to come. 
Harvey Walters had a particularly good 
climb on this hill reaching the one marker, 
also matched by Tony Young is his new 
Beetle.  
 
The route took us via Galsham to Cutliffe 
Lane. Notoriously difficult, and as I was to 
prove impossible when you make a 
blunder like I did. The MC and I 
approached the start and had to wait for 
the car in front to clear the section. With 
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Chairrman;s 
photos by Aaron 
Haizelden 
 
 
 
 

Simon Groves after 
Pheasant Plucker 

 

 
 
 
VW Golf in trouble! 

 
 
 
 
 
Tristan White on 
Special Test 1 
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the words “in your own time” off we went! 
Having gone between the gate posts on 
full throttle, we only just made the 10 
marker. At this point I was looking down at 
the dash board to see what was wrong as 
the car had come to a complete halt, in a 
state of some disbelief we reversed back 
down the section, and I noticed that 
something was dragging on the car, I 
casually mentioned this to the MC who 
suggested: “you did let the hand brake off, 
didn’t you?” Looking down at the floor, yep 
he was right! There was the hand brake 
full on. (Best not mention that to anyone! 
J)  
 
On the run back to Killarney Springs for 
the lunch halt, Harvey Waters Pop 
Popped a half shaft, requiring Harvey’s 
engineering skills to re-assemble it. From 
Killarney Springs it was onto Small Brook 
Woods which claimed Tony Young in the 
all conquering Marfel Beetle! A very costly 
5 points.     
 
The route took us to old Chairman’s 
favourites: Jewels Farm, Leigh Woods, 
GulliJohn and old Rocky. The Jewels 
Farm special test claimed Pete Barr with 
one roll and the slowest special test time 
ever to be recorded of 590 seconds. (Not 
something you had BARRgained for 
Pete!)  
 
Leigh Woods convinced the MC and I that 
the special had too much ballast over the 
rear axle, as the car refused to steer past 
the tree marker.  
 
Section 13 GulliJohn was the usual 
straight up blast. And the special 
managed a three. Dick Bolt, Andrew 
Martin and Tristan White all managed an 
excellent 2 in view of how slippery this hill 
was, making the return to the bottom more 
exciting then the climb itself.  
 
Terry Mattin had devised a devious 
deviation for Crossleigh, this claimed all of 
class 7 and two of class 8. A trip of a mile 

or so took us to Ivyleaf Woods with hills 
16, 17, 18 and 19. Ivyleaf 1 with its 
famous hairpin claimed a number of well 
known high profile cars. Oh course the 
most spectacular had to be Harvey, who 
refused to give up for some two minutes 
and there was some talk of calling the fire 
brigade to put the pop out, as for his 
carbon footprint it was about 6 inches 
wide and 20 feet long!  
 
Ivyleaf 2 left a number of competitors 
rooted to the spot around the 7 marker, 
but Tristan White made an excellent 
restart being the only 7 or 8 runner to 
leave the line. At around this time Dick 
Bolt ran out of fuel. In order to continue 
Dick siphoned fuel from sticker Martin’s 
Escort to get his running but sucked to 
hard and got a mouthful of unleaded 
which turned Dick a bright red to match 
his Escort and will probably fuel his 
conversation for months to come! Ivyleaf 3 
with its steep bank only claimed a few 
victims, while on Ivyleaf 4 low restarters 
failed to clean the hill.  
 
Despite his 11 marks on Litton Field, 
Andrew Martin put in a first class 
performance to win the Chairman’s trophy, 
which must have been a bit of an eye 
opener to Phil Sluggett sitting along side. 
Father Sticker Martin took home the 
Linton trophy.  
 
Tony Young in class 4 took home the 
Mitchell And Parnell trophy some 43 
points ahead of 2nd in class 4 Hans V. In 
class 7 Andrew Rippon took the class 
from Tristan White only by being faster on 
the special test as both finished on 39 
points. In class 8 Jeff Bright won the class 
from myself and the MC, which was quite 
remarkable on my part in view of the 
mistakes I made. Kieth Sanders wrapped 
up the class 5 , And a special mention for 
Dick Bolt who took home the “Petrol Head 
trophy” and to Holsworthy for putting on 
an excellent event.   
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Great to be Back 
by Michael Leete 

  
 

F alcon's March Hare was very 
special for me, as it marked my 
return to the driving seat after an 
enforced two and a half year 

sabbatical. Being a Falcon member, I 
always enjoy the event, but this was a 
very special occasion and my number one 
priority was to enjoy the day. Mind you, 
there would be no excuses if I didn't do 
well, as I knew most of the sections 
intimately, having spent quite a few days 
with the working party during the winter. 
This mostly involved clearing fallen trees 
but we also made some improvements, 
especially in Bingham’s Wood where we 
tried to make the sections as "classic 
track" like as possible. 
 
One of the March Hare problems is that 
there aren't that many really steep hills in 
the Chiltern area. It certainly isn’t possible 
to lay on a full blown rough, tough ACTC 
event, so the club have tried to make the 
March Hare have an appeal of its own, 
aimed at the class 0 type of competitor, 
newcomers to classic trials and locals who 
enjoy trialling in their own area. However, 
we don't want all the experts to clean it 
either, so a couple of "stoppers" are 
always on the agenda 
  
Arnold Lane was in his second year as 
Clerk of the Course, Mike Pearson and 
John Parsons having stepped down 
so they could compete themselves. Mind 
you, it didn't stop them coming out on the 
working parties, both wielding their 
chainsaws with great enthusiasm! Without 
them, many of the sections could not have 
been used as the February storms had 
blown quite a few trees across the 
sections. 
  
The early concern was that the sections 
were going to be so dry they would be 
uncompetitive. However, the rain during 

the week leading to the event rather 
reversed things and the day before the 
worry was if there would be enough 
recovery vehicles, especially after Arnold 
got his van stuck in the Bingham’s mud! 
  
Come the day there were a couple of non-
starters, but 41 cars still lined up at 
Markyate Truck Stop for June and John 
Blakeley’s scrutiny. Falcon were delighted 
to see Steve Potter and John Wilton again 
in their Trojans. The event seems to suit 
these wonderful cars. Steve was to do 
very well and if they keep coming back 
one of them will win soon! It was also 
super to see Tony Young in what I believe 
was his first outing in a Beetle. Back in 
1999, the first year Falcon put the March 
Hare "back on the road", Tony used the 
event to debut his Aly Special.  
  
David Maitland flagged the field away, an 
ex-Falcon stalwart who has rejoined the 
club after many years away from 
motorsport. David goes back to when 
Falcons Guy Fawkes was run in the 
Cotswolds and he competed or 
marshalled on the event many times in the 
60s and early 70s. 
  
The M1 widening program affected many 
of the roads around Markyate but 
somehow the club found a route out to the 
first group of sections in the Whitwell area. 
These were all on byways and the long 
Norton Street Lane was in especially good 
condition, needing a firm foot on the 
throttle to power through the mud and 
stones at the summit. Most of the entry 
cleaned the section but it did catch out 
some of the newer drivers. 
  
After these first three tracks, the route 
came back over the M1 and climbed high 
into the Chilterns where there were some 
wonderful views across the flatlands to the 
North. There was plenty else to see as 
well, including the gliders from the London 
Gliding Club and yes, while you were 
looking at them it was penguins your 
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passenger could see through the hedge 
as you also skirted Whipsnade Zoo! 
  
Falcons regular venue at Kensworth was 
at the summit and was followed by 
Edlesborough and Brickhill where the 
organisers had laid out two long hills at 
each, utilising all the best parts of the 
clubs regular PCT sections. The club had 
worked hard to define the routes, using 
tape where necessary, but there was 
some criticism of the marking at the 
second Brickhill section, which the club 
will rectify next year. Lunch was taken at 
Brickhill with toilets and a chuck wagon 
available. This gave the marshal’s from 
the local VW club a chance to have a 
good look at the competing cars. 
Speaking of marshals Verdun Webley 
mustered more than seventy for the event! 
  
Quite a few cars had clean sheets as they 
left Brickhill, but this was to change, as the 
event is planned with a sting in the tail! 
First came a section and special test at 
Ivinghoe where the seemingly innocuous 
restart reduced the clean sheets and 
although they didn't know it at the time 
Brian Colman and John Rhodes were to 
loose an overall win when Duncan Welch 
set a faster time on the special test. 
  
Mike Young has returned to trialling this 
year, driving his Austin Big 7 on The 
Lands End, he also made his land near 
Chesham available for a super new March 
Hare section, starting amongst his barns 
and following the hedgerow to emerge on 
the road at the top of the hill. You needed 
to build a lot of speed on the lower 
reaches to power through the mud at the 
top, which Mike assures us, was not due 
to a local shower of rain! 
  
After the county road at Hawridge Lane, 
where Ian Davis had laid out a demon 
restart, the cars headed to the finish via 
the three sections in the Woods near 
Potton End, not so far from the Buncefield 
oil depot that caught fire the other 

Christmas. The wood was made available 
to the club courtesy of Mike Pearson who 
knows the Landowner. Mike and John 
Parsons were both driving this year, after 
many years of organising the event. 
Unfortunately, John had retired by this 
time, along with Arron Homewood and 
Nicolas Cross. Mike was still going strong, 
still one of the twelve drivers with a clean 
sheet. However, the March Hare regulars 
all knew that would change after the final 
three sections in the woods. 
  
These sections lived up to their reputation 
and only Duncan Welch and Brian Colman 
emerged with clean sheets, Duncan 
winning on his faster Test times. Local 
man Jim Mountain was in with a good 
chance until the final class eight restart on 
the Binghams Warren hairpin.  I must say 
it did look impossible but both Duncan and 
Mark Worsfold got away.  As to my own 
efforts, despite knowing the woods very 
well and helping to prepare the sections, I 
failed Beetle Drive at "Verdun’s Bank" and 
couldn't get around the hairpin on 
Binghams Warren. This resulted in the 
humiliation of being towed out by my four-
wheel drive mate Alan in his Suzuki Jeep! 
I really enjoyed my return behind the 
wheel and the club were delighted with the 
entry and competitiveness of the event. 
 
 
Results:- 
 
March Hare Trophy Duncan Welch 
(Austin Healey SS) 0 
Best Falcon Simon Robson (Liege)  6 
Best Novice Ben Hardcastle  
(Skoda Favorit)  80 
 
Class Winners  
0   Don Stringer (Austin 7)  6 
2   Steve Potter (Trojan Utility) 6 
3   John Groves (Escort )          28 
4   Anthony Young (VW Beetle) 12 
7   Brian Colman (Dutton Phaeton) 0 
8   Jim Mountain (Dellow Mk1) 6 
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The Northern Trial 
by Hamish White  

 
 

T his is the fourth time I have 
competed in this trial each time in 
a 1928 12/50 Alvis. This car spent 
the war years in Wales as a 

“tractor” with 2 gearboxes, so it is used to 
“off road” and more importantly abuse! 
 
The trial is now in it 5th year and is now a 
round of the ACTC championship. It is the 
major event of the Fell Side Auto Club 
(www.FSAC.flyer.co.uk)  
 
The start at the usual Wigton Auction Mart 
was well organised. My navigator this year 
was more used to modern cars in standing 
start drag racing so was unsure as what to 
expect. In front of us for scrutineering was 
a chain driven Frazier-Nash and behind us 
a 1960’s Morgan. The motorbikes had 
long since departed. A short drive took us 
to the first special test, Mark Powley in the 
chain drive Nash has difficulties selecting 
reverse, and the Morgan failed to stop 
astride the required stop line, not that he 
seemed too bothered! 
 
The first section Black Hole lived up to its 
name. Very few of the motorcycles had 
any problems here, but some of the class 
7/8s had difficulties off the restart. Very 
impressive were Adrian Dommett / Judy 
Phillips in a S/C Wolseley Hornet and 
Pete Barr in a VW Beetle. Bill Bennett and 
Liz Bennett in a pre-war MG J2 were 
going really well when the crown wheel 
and pinion let go. They went on to change 
the differential and complete all the 
sections gaining a first class, talk about 
carrying spares! 
 
The next selection of hills were in Wythop. 
Tree felling by the Forestry Commission 
has considerably altered the outlook here; 
the views over Bastenthwaite to Skiddaw 
were stunning. We were blessed with 
excellent weather all day, a blessing for 

the many marshals to whom we own a big 
debt. Big Cock-Up was only really a 
problem to some of class OA it was 
surprising slippery at the start. Little Cock-
Up was different to previous years the 
start having being chewed up by forestry 
activities. We were grateful for the expert 
recovery by the 4x4 lads on this section 
who had us towed out of the top in no 
time.  
 
We then moved onto Routen Romp. This 
section, as used by the VSCC was 
described by the late Harry Spence as 
one of the best trials sections in his 
experience. It just keeps getting steeper 
and steeper and at the crucial point has a 
left hand bend thrown in. Classes 1 and 2 
had little difficulty here, the stop/restart, 
stopped all the class 7/8s and many 
motorcycles failed at 5. 
 
After a lengthy delay due to recover 
problems we then moved to Falcon’s 
Crest. This is a relatively new section, 
which has a combination of a climb on 
slate outcrop a flat section over tree roots 
a big muddy pool and a final climb 
between trees. So over enthusiasm on my 
behalf led to an excursion into a tree root, 
which knocked the side exit exhaust clean 
off! Jonathan and Pat Toulmin, Stephen 
and Caroline Kenny, David Forshew, Boyd 
and Sharon Webster, Antony Young 
passengered by Mark Milne, Dean 
Partington and Stuart Lambert were the 
only ones to clear this section. In 
comparison only 5 of the motorcycles 
failed on here. 
 
After jury rigging the exhaust we moved 
onto Whinlatter. The class 7/8s had one 
last section in Wythop on this section, 
Where Eagles Dare, only David 
Foreshew / Ben Johnston in a Ford Dingo 
and Antony Young/ Mark Milne in a 
fearsome VW special cleared it, well done!  
Based on previous experience on Lowry’s 
we kept well to the right literal in the trees  
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March Hare Winner 
Duncan Welch on 
the restart at Falcons 
Folly  
 
 
(photo by Mike 
Hayward) 

Aaron Homewood 
at Kenswort , March 

Hare Trial 
 
 
 
 
 

(photo by Nigel 
Jones) 

Michael Leete on 
Binghams Warren, 

March Hare Trial  
 
 
 
 

(photo by Clive Booth) 
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and managed to clear it, along with half 
the other cars. Ladyside was very deeply 
rutted and therefore extremely difficult, 
notable clearances here were Sticker and 
Andrew Martin in a Ford Escort, Jonathan 
and Pat Toulmin in the Marlin, and Hal 
and Tony Branson. 
 
The drive up to Lord’s Seat had fantastic 
views of Bassenthwaite over to Skidaw. 
Lords Seat was very much a mixture of 
either clearing it or failing at the restart. 
We found it very slippery way before the 
restart. The old familiar sections in 
Whinlatter proved little problem then it was 
onto the finale at Sandale. This has 
always been the section most people look 
forward to on the trial. Of the cars 14 
cleared it and 20 failed at various stages 
of the section. The hill has altered greatly 
over the years due to a local farmer 
removing gorse bushes and using it as a 
track for his tractor. As the years go by 
more rocks seem to appear, as this was 

originally a metalled road. Overall a great 
day out, very well marshalled and good 
camaraderie between all the competitors. 
A big thank you to the organisers for 
putting on such a great event year on 
year. Hope to see more of you entered 

Pete Barr on Sheepfold                                                             (photo by Sean Relph) 

2007 Northern Classic Trial  
 
DVD containing footage from Black 
Hole, Little Cockup, Sheepfold and 
Sandale with in-car footage of Lord's 
Seat, Sheepfold, restart at Darling 
Howe, Forest Yump, Black Hole and 
Little Cockup.  
 
If you liked last year's you'll like this 
one!   £10 including P&P.  
 
Please send cheque payable to: 
 V.Bamkin, 131 Dacre Road, 
Brampton, Cumbria, CA8 1BT and 
allow 28 days for delivery. 
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Northern Trial 2007 
by Adrian Jowett 

 

F or my second year competing in 
the Northern Trial the weather 
forecast predicted a cool sunny 
day, which for the Lake District 

seemed impossible. However I 
understand that for the last 7 years the 
FSAC have been blessed with dry 
weather for this trial. They, or at least the 
marshals, must have friends in high 
places. This year I had mixed feelings 
about predicting my performance in the 
trial. On one hand I thought that my skill 
level had improved over the year but 
conversely I felt fairly low as I was 
suffering from a horrible cold and had 
slept badly for most of the preceding 
week. So that’s the excuse in right at the 
beginning! 
 
As previously, the entry and joining 
instructions were clear and well managed 
and I received an email of the route in 
advance so it could be set up in the route 
roller. This only needed one minor 
correction on the day, presumably due to 
a change in the field where the second 
special test was to take place. Admirably 
the written instructions were correct 
suggesting that the club only copies these 
once every detail is correct. I suppose that 
is possible with a smallish entry. 
 
Saturday morning was brighter than I 
could have hoped and the journey to the 
first special test gave ample opportunity to 
get accustomed to the cool and damp air. 
At the first special test there was a little 
confusion as to whether motorcyclists 
were allowed, or required, to foot whilst 
stopped astride line B, but by placing the 3 
lines in a curve the test presented some 
challenge. Although the sun was 
developing some strength Black Hole lived 
up to its name, you couldn’t see into the 
woods beyond the 11 marker. The section 
looked muddy but this was deceptive as in 
reality there was plenty of grip. 

Nonetheless I nearly spoilt it as the restart 
marshal fidgeted and made me wonder if I 
should have stopped. No surely not…
Ouch! That was a lesson not to look at my 
route instructions whilst on a section. 
Luckily I fell off after the ‘section ends’ 
board, although unluckily the previous 6 
riders were waiting to descend the hill and 
found some humour in my mishap. I 
should have remembered, and learnt 
from, this event until the afternoon. 
 
The Cockups didn’t quite live up to their 
name. Big Cockup was firm and 
straightforward whereas Little Cockup had 
a loose rutted beginning where I managed 
to slide and foot in equal measure. It 
finished easily enough though and had I 
mastered the first half, a clear would have 
been in my reach. The results showed that 
this was a general pattern; if you cleared 
the 9 marker you could clear the lot. 
 
The approach to Routen Romp afforded 
lovely views over the northern lakes but 
then there was the debate of whether the 
central grass or edge ruts offered the best 
route. A bit of both routes got me to the 
very short restart box and although the hill 
progressively steepened there was 
enough grip. 
 
I recalled Falcon’s Crest from last year. 
The stony first few yards are easier than 
they look and the last bit steeper. So I set 
off with a little caution and tried to gain 
some momentum over the roots to have a 
chance at the ascent. My success was 
achieved in part by technique and in part 
by the drier conditions, which meant that 
few riders had difficulty. A handful of riders 
went ‘missing in action’ on the exit from 
Falcon’s Crest as the continuing path 
looked so welcoming. 
 
Lowry’s and Ladyside posed similar 
hazards to each other, the major one 
being restart boxes in damp mossy areas. 
Aren’t the organisers cunning? Luckily the 
bikes could ride through Ladyside and 
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Northern 
Trial Photos 
by  
Sean Relph 
 
 
 
 

Al Lidgate and 
John Webb on 

Lowrys 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dean Partington on 
Lowrys 

 
 
 
 
David Moffat on 
Lowrys 
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Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 

Air bottle repairs & refills 
Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 

Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 
 

If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 

 
4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 

Junction 10, M5 
Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

 

A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN    ULTRABURN UNIT  NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 
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otherwise I don’t think the final ascent 
would have been possible for me. With a 
handful of throttle it passed easily enough 
for all of the motorbikes.  
 
So until lunch things had gone pretty well 
for me and after an excellent sandwich 
and cake I set off feeling fairly confident. 
Lord’s Seat started solid enough but the 
slime got thicker and my forward speed 
got less and less as the engine speed 
increased. These weren’t good signs and. 
I slithered to a halt by the 7 marker. This 
was a popular point for a rest and stopped 
even the capable Roger on his Scott. 
There was some grip as after a little 
paddling I restarted; perhaps a slightly 
better line or a little less throttle and I 
could have cleared the section? 
 
Ullister hill is long, straight and the only 
catch is a sudden lump at the top around 
the 2 or 1 markers. Unlike last time I kept 
my bottle and saved some valuable 
points. This saving was crucial as I was to 
lose 7 on Sheepfold. What an easy 
section! It was a fairly smooth soil-covered 
loop with a teeny-weeny lump at the 7 
marker where I managed to take a 
complacent and totally unnecessary dab. 
At least I watched another rider do the 
exact same thing and the score sheet 
showed that others had been equally daft.  
 
The restart on Forest Yump was slippery 
but I maintained forward motion and 
things felt good. Perhaps the cake or my 
blocked sinuses were weighing me down 
but Darling How became my nemesis. It’s 
a firm, albeit rutted section with a tidy 
restart box that I totally ignored even 
though the marshal stepped out with his 
flag. Having not learnt my lesson from 
Black Hole (had you remembered?) I 
rechecked my route and ended up cross-
rutted and most decidedly stopped. The 
restart caught out one or two others so I 
don’t feel too awful about that. Just a few 
yards along the track, Widow Hause can 
cause problems as the start is wet and 

slimy and the finale steep and cambered. 
Actually, for me, the descent is the 
hardest part! Notably the only riders to fail 
this section were in the OC class due to 
their use of enduro-pattern tyres, perhaps 
this shows that knobblies aren’t the 
answer to all grip problems? 
 
By now the sun and exercise had got me 
pretty warm so I removed a layer before 
setting off on the 20 mile road journey to 
Sandale. Once again an example of 
muddled thinking. Sandale is notoriously 
muddy and lacking in grip, but this year it 
was firm enough for half of the field to 
clear it. Of course that wasn’t me and I did 
worse than last year as I persisted in 
riding on the right even though the left of 
the track, I discovered after stopping in the 
quagmire and getting pulled out by helpful 
hands, was relatively firm. Quite simply I 
was tiring and lacked the stamina to focus 
on the section 
. 
The second special test was laid out in a 
stubble field close to Wigton. Line B was a 
fair distance away and offered the 
opportunity to gain considerable speed. It 
was apparent that the test would 
determine the rankings at the top of the 
motorcycle class as a few had managed 
to clean every section. Speed was of the 
essence; but so was stopping on the line 
as overshooting it knocked Chris Poel into 
8th place… 
 
I am very grateful to the members of 
FSAC and the marshalling teams for 
setting such an excellent trial once again 
and inviting MCC members along. I 
promise that next year I’ll have learnt from 
a few mistakes, even if I make some fresh 
ones. 
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The 2007 Lands End 
by  Chris Brown 

 

T eam Beeza Geezers burnt much 
midnight oil preparing their bikes 
for this event. The team 
comprised of myself the “old git” 

Chris Brown, on my trusty 350 Royal 
Enfield, this being my 10th Lands End. 
 
Ian Watkins a mere youngster on his rigid 
350 Matchless and new boy Graham 
Lloyd whose machines were the cause of 
most of the oil!!! His original bike was to 
be a 250 AJS but after much input and 
tuning by Ian blew its big end just when it 
was going well. So out came the secret 
weapon a shiny G80 Matchless 500 but 
even after numerous dynamo and voltage 
regulator changes was not running 
particularly well!!  
 
We all rode to Popham from our 
respective homes in Surrey, Sussex and 
Berkshire and got over the formalities 
without problem. We decided Graham’s 
lack of top end poke was due to a 
restrictive air filter so this was removed 
and filed over the hedge!!, performance 
was improved. Off west on the dreaded 
A303 the first hiccup being at the A361 
Route Check where we found Mick and 
Roy Jeffries trying to get Mick’s MZ to 
behave, but it wouldn’t and had to retire. 
Roy was worried about his route reading 
capabilities so George Scowen on his 
Suzuki offered to team up with him which 
worked out well. On towards Bridgewater, 
what a marvellous sight the setting sun 
over Glastonbury Tor, should have 
stopped for a photo! Before Bridgewater 
Graham runs out of fuel, not a good 
omen!. The new Bridgewater control was 
a disappointment, the facilities were good 
but the food was marginal, not good for 
fuelling the inner man for the efforts to 
come. Every cloud has a silver lining as 
the time normally spent stoking our 
stomachs was used fettling and polishing 
Graham’s carb? 

 
1st section Felons Oak. Very nasty tight 
restart box but all OK. Graham’s bike 
sounded like the head gasket was blowing 
but after Spanners Watkins got to work it 
turned out to be the inlet tappet with a 1” 
gap. Adjusting this increased performance 
considerably. 
 
2nd section Stoneless Street was very 
tame after expecting Stoney Street!! Ian’s 
bike sounded like the head gasket was 
blowing at the County Gate control, 
Lynmouth, not leaving him much time for 
refreshments, after having tried to tighten 
the head down. 
 
Beggars Roost, Section 3 restart claimed 
Graham but spared me and Ian. We all 
missed the Simmonsbath turning , should 
know better by now!!. 
 
Taking the revised route to Rodneys 
Revenge was were it all went pear 
shaped, Ian’s float needle in the carb 
dropped out so the spanners came out 
once again and I was instructed to go on, 
as a triple was still in the frame. 
Reluctantly I did which as it turned out 
was just as well! At Section 4 Rodneys 
Revenge I met Arthur Walton riding a MZ 
Saxon on standard road tyres and teamed 
up with him for the rest of the event. 
Thanks Arthur! The nasty uphill corner 
could have been very tricky if wet but not 
to bad tonight. 
 
As we pressed on the Watkins and Lloyd 
dramas continued. Ian got to Section 4 
and then decided the head gasket had to 
be changed. He always carries plenty of 
spares!. This he did, cleaned the section 
and continued, about 2 hours behind 
schedule! Not so lucky was Graham 
whose crankpin broke so we shall hear no 
more from him tonight? 
 
Section 5 Cutliffe Lane was 
straightforward this year no wobbles on 
the bend! 
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Section 6, Sutcombe, 
is getting very rough 
near the top, or maybe 
cause it was dark and 
I was desperate for a 
cup of coffee with the 
lovely ladies of 
Sutcombe village? 
 
Section 7 Darracot 
was in good form and 
was satisfying to ride 
clean. 
 
I belive its getting light 
but still pretty chilly, 
come on sun lets have 
some warmth from 
you!! Now on the North 
Cornwall coast but the 
Widmouth beaches never seem to tempt 
me at this time of day! Section 8 
Crackington was up to standard, you’re 
never quite sure were the mud is going to 
be? Shall we go up the left side or maybe 
the right this year. I think the main 
requirement for success is a bit of speed. 
Now if you’re on standard road tyres like 
Arthur, you definitely need speed, if you 
can find enough grip. He almost made it, 
but had to use up one of his free foots! 
Now off to the Wilsey Hut Hotel for a well 
earned breakfast and a chance to rest and 
compare notes. Tom B and Richard 
Harvey were welcoming us to Cornwall 
and checking passports. 
 
Meanwhile Ian was carving his way 
through the cars trying to get back in the 
hunt. He would like to pass on his thanks 
to all the car drivers for their co-operation 
in letting him through the section queues!!. 
At Leddon Farm Special test he was 
struggling with a dragging clutch, which 
Sdictated another session with the 
spanners when he made it to Wilsey Hut. I 
didn’t see him there but he must have 
arrived just after I left. 
 
 

On to Section 9 Warleggan. Another good 
hill, rough with bends reminds me of 
Fingle Hill.  Section 10 a substitute Hoskin 
Hill was tame for bikes. Next section 11 
Bishops Wood, I always enjoy wooping 
over the restart box and hopefully up the 
hill. So almost all over now as Bluehills 
approaches! Bluehills1 Section 11 can be 
very slippery out of the restart box but not 
bad this time. Bluehills 2 last section, quite 
straightforward, plenty of room in the 
restart box to pick a nice spot. So that was 
it, on to the finish for a refreshing pint and 
chew the cud. 
 
Roger Tushingham looked pleased, the 
Scott had behaved itself and had claimed 
a gold. Ian Rennie was still talking about 
bringing out the AJS instead of the Jap 
thing he’s using at present! Ian W turned 
up eventually so at least 2/3 of the team 
made it to the finishArthur Walton only 
used two of his free foots so should be in 
for a Gold. Well done mate. 
 
Best weather in 10 years but strangely 
enough in my mind not the most enjoyable 
Lands End. My last thought on the event 
is where have all the sections gone, there 
used to be 16………….? 

  Nick Bayman, CCM 
(photo by Dave Cook) 
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2007 Lands End Trial from 
Class 0  

by Martin Halliday 
 

A s a recent returnee to classic 
trials (27 years ago I was ACTC 
Secretary and later Rights of 
Way Officer) my wife and I have 

found refuge among some old friends in 
Class 0. Our weapon of choice is a Fiat 
Panda, which has been the shopping car 
for the last 18 years. 
 
The start at Bridgewater gave us time to 
inspect “the competition”. Cars in the main 
trial have certainly moved on since the 
early eighties – if you do not have what 
appears to be 3 feet ground clearance 
then you are nothing. In Class 0 we found 
a very standard looking Ural motorcycle 
and sidecar ridden by first timers Tom 
Commander and Ron O’Rork. A proper 
road outfit but with the advantage of 
sidecar wheel drive. A couple of Bantams 
and a “modern” Royal Enfield took me 
back to my first Lands End Trial in 1962 
on a BSA Gold Star with road tyres. 
 
Among the cars in the “you don’t see 
many of those” category was a Triumph 
Herald Estate and a Triumph Vitesse 
convertible together with a wonderful 
looking Reliant Scimitar. None of these 
cars had huge ground clearance. 
 
The first hill Catsash was bone dry, setting 
the seal for the rest of the event. This was 
followed by a new hill called Crookhorn 
Hill – a forestry track of moderate gradient 
with a restart. I would have preferred the 
old hills of Upper Ewey and Gradhurst Hill 
which were not used as they have been 
reclassified from RUPP to Restricted 
Bridleways – the ramblers strike again. 
The route then went passed the famous 
old 1930s Experts Trial section called 
Cloutsham (see pages 40 and 71 of the 
book – Wheelspin by CAN May). We can 
only dream about using that again. 

Barton Steep – surfaced road – passed 
without problem and then to Upper 
Molland and DUST. Those in open cars 
had my sympathy. The hill itself is another 
forestry track with a surface like a wash 
board. Easy then but if it had been 
wet…..! 
 
Wagery is another old trials hill in the 
Hartland area but for Class 0 we go down 
the proper hill and up the approach track. 
The other way round would have been 
very interesting! 
 
Oozes Water is a hill new to the MCC and 
is a county highway. Starting before a 
shallow ford it then climbs a roughish track 
with – for the first time in this trial – 
moisture. Lovely hill – just right for class 0 
Next is Petherwin Old Hill. Another County 
Highway – straightforward but again a 
pleasant class 0 hill. 
 
Ruses Mill is a surfaced highway and it 
was good to see Alan Grassen standing in 
the sunshine on the start line. He said the 
locals avoid the hill when the leaves fall in 
the autumn – they say it becomes lethal. 
Even on a fine day there were a few 
failures and rolling back on the restart. 
 
On to the forestry land at Cardinham and 
more DUST – great clouds of it. The Lady 
Vale observed test was very tricky. Poor 
Reg Taylor in a very standard looking 
Ford Ka had troubles on the slippery line 
B. We found a few competitors who had 
missed the test and were retracing their 
steps. Both May Hill and Adrian’s Way are 
forestry tracks and good class 0 hills. 
 
Bishops Path forestry area contains a 
highly entertaining observed test and the 
two part Bishop Wood Section. Class O 
had to complete the first part of the hill to 
a cross track and then had the option to 
continue up the main hill over a huge rock 
slab. The marshal at the bottom asked if 
you want “to go all the way” – well it would 
be rude not to. Once on the cross tracks it  
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was a case of firing the Panda at the rock 
step, backing off as it leapt up the rock 
slab and then finding grip for the rest of 
the hill. 
 
And so to Bluehills where there appeared 
to be hundreds and hundreds of 
spectators. Class 0 had the option of 
attempting Old Bluehills or Bluehills 2. 
Bluehills 2 for Class 0 is a straight climb to 
a restart box near the deviation at the top. 
This hill is seriously rough for the Panda. 
We were going well – lots of crashing and 
bashing underneath but then I saw a 
marshal looking up the hill making a large 
0 with his arms. Well that is my excuse for 
this year. I backed off slightly, losing road 
(!) speed in the process resulting in a 
failure on the rock scree just below the 
restart box. As I stopped I came face to 
face with the Clerk of the Course, Roger 
Ugalde who commented “I thought you 
said you could clean Bluehills in that” 
Thanks Roger! 
 
Back at the finish we met up with Alex 
Allan and Adrian Klingenberg in their 
Renault 5. This was their first trial and 
they really enjoyed themselves. It is good 
to see new faces 
in these events. 
Sometime during 
the trial I had 
seen David Jockel 
who said he was 
“bumping along 
on the bottom” in 
his Scimitar. Our 
old friends Martin 
and Lesley Neal 
gained their first 
class 0 award in 
their super Austin 
Healey Sprite. 
 
In all an excellent 
trial in wonderful 
weather but we 
could have done with some moisture in 
the ground to liven up the forestry hills and 

reduce the dust. Thanks to all the 
marshals for their help and assistance  
 
Class 0 with 62 competitors accounted for 
23% of the entry. It is the biggest class, of 
which 26 (41%) gained an award. 
Compare this to the “serious” class 8 
competitors of whom 40% gained a gold 
medal or higher award. Makes one think – 
it is nearly as easy to win gold in class 8 
as an award in class 0 (I am now 
retreating to the fall out shelter!)  
 
Clearly there is a demand for class 0. 
Should more clubs try to accommodate 
this in their one day trials, for example like 
MAC does in the Clee Hills? 
 
 
(PS It should be remembered that the 
Midland Automobile Club (MAC), in the 
guise of Jonathan Toulmin invented class 
0 for the first Clee Hills Trial he organised  
in 1994. Great to see that it is such a 
success and is still growing– ed) 
 
(PPS – class 0 on the Kyrle for the first 
time in 2007—proof that it is growing) 
 

Martin in his  Fiat Panda  
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Lands End Trial 2007 
by Mac Taylor 

 

T wo days to go to the trial, with 
raging toothache and worse – no 
brakes on the Marlin!  The 
telephone rang, the caller 

introducing himself as Jonathan Toulmin 
and although we have never met my entry 
in the ‘Lands End’ would make me very 
suitable to write a report on the events of 
the 7th/8th. April 2007.  Jonathan continues 
that not only does he live 6 miles from me, 
he is a Marlin driving MCC member and a 
committee member of the MAC, had he 
mentioned the MAC I would have known 
that I was talking to ‘Blue Blood’. 
 
Friday found us with brakes and tooth 
cured, packing the car with far too many 
tools and spares and looking forward to 
‘The Off’. Last year the diff failed just after 
Felons Oak and so I was keen to see how 
all of the old hills had changed since my 
last Lands End in the early 90s, then 
driving a Ford Pop. 
 
Patrick my son and navigator drove us to 
Michael Wood to sign on. The weather 
was glorious and this seemed to have 
prompted early arrivals, as the car park 
was full of interesting vehicles, (and 
people of course). Scrutineering behind us 
we set off at our allotted time heading for 
Bridgewater passing through the route 
check where we were cheerily greeted 
and even offered sweets to send us on 
our way. 
 
Arrival at the Bridgewater Control revealed 
a very busy sight with car parking at a 
premium and some very highly worked 
scrutineers. Fire extinguishers were the 
first to be checked and both of my brand 
new ones were of the wrong type, ticket 
issued I felt suitably stupid. The next 
problem was the security of my spare fuel 
but eventually the decision came down in 
my favour and I was passed through. The 
Rugby club provided good shelter and 
adequate food and drink. 

And so time to start the observed 
sections. Felons Oak appeared in no time 
at all and although rough it was not as 
slippery as last year. The usual ‘dent’ at 
the restart did not prove a problem and we 
arrived safely at the end with the diff 
intact. So on through Minehead we went, 
on the way we saw someone dismantling 
the front hub of their car, but as Mr Plod 
was also having a discussion with them 
we passed on our way. Stoneless Street 
was a nice run through the woods with 
nothing much to report as the surface was 
dry and the grip good.  
 
We were following John Green’s Austin 7 
across Exmoor and commented on how 
well it was going although it seemed a 
little thirsty as we saw it several times 
topping the radiator up! The Culbone Inn 
was a friendly sight fully lit by fairy lights 
with lots of people parking neatly and 
thronging down the lane to the pub. The 
proprietor and his staff were working so 
hard and with good humour that I 
wondered if they would last the night. 
Their bacon rolls and tea were delicious 
and quickly served and equally quickly 
consumed. Off towards Lynmouth and 
heading down Countisbury Hill the thought 
of my troublesome brakes entered my 
head but all is OK. Beggars Roost, (I have 
never seen the top of this) I have now, 
although not as I remembered it, had the 
restart been moved to the right into the 
rough? But it was 15 years ago! 
 
Riverton apparently wiped out by 4x4s 
had been replaced by Rodney’s Revenge 
which was a Forestry Commission section 
with a nice long run down through the 
woods to the start which was a the base of 
a short sharp hill with a loose surface, the 
section then turned left onto a more 
gradual gradient followed by a hairpin 
right. As we had seen John Coplestone’s 
MGB bury itself, and we’re running on 
MGB bits, we thought the best policy was 
foot down from the off and don’t let up 
unless the eyes stick out like organ stops! 
It worked. 
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Simon Groves, 
Ford Escort, on 
Blue Hills 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter & Nicky 
Vaughan, Norton 

SMG 

Lands End
 Dave 

 
 
 
 
 
Michael Griffith, 
AJS 
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Jonathan & Ann 
Laver, class 0 
Toyota MR2, on 
Bluehills 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Leete on 
Blue Hills 2 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Unidentifiable 

Marlin on 
 Blue Hills 2 
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Approaching the Roundswell Control I’ll 
swear I can see frost on the grass – but 
still running with the hood down! Cutliffe 
Lane, I’ve been here before but what on 
earth does it look like? Descending a 
narrow unmade lane into the bottom of 
the valley where a right hand turn through 
a gate revealed a steep stony section, 
which even after the section ends is very 
narrow and rough, but no problem here. 
 
Sutcombe is next and I can remember 
some of this one, as I have been up in an 
Austin 7 in the late 60s, except that they 
have put a restart close to the top, but 
today the grip is good and the top is 
made in good order. We stop by the 
village green and seek refreshment in the 
near by house. On returning to the car we 
had the delightful MG of John Wells 
parked right behind us so after a short 
chat it’s off to Darracott.  
 
Darracott, I have a picture on my 
mantelpiece of my farther and I 
ascending this one in an Austin 7 Opal, 
this time I have boobed positioning 
myself to avoid the large weather gouged 
groove on the right, as soon as I started 
the car went sideways and backwards 
only to then find grip and climb out!……
Expletives!!!! 
 
Leddon Farm  - well special tests wind 
me up so do it calmly and slowly and all 
will be all right. Widemouth, what a 
pleasure to see the sea and feel the sand 
under foot, but what about those people 
in the sea! Are they a different race?  
 
Crackington – an old adversary, flat out is 
the policy of the day and so flat out it is. 
We were doing so well and then lost 
power and were claimed by the mud. 
How demeaning, a towrope to take us the 
last few yards! 
 
Wisley Down Hotel was another food 
stop but after eating well at the other 
watering holes we just reclined in the sun 

until our exit time and on to Warleggan. 
Although rough Warleggan was easily ‘do
-able’, so we did. 
 
The next hill was Hoskins, the young 
marshal asked if we had see it before 
and answering in the negative he 
gleefully told us it had a ‘sting in the tail’. 
How right he was, rocket fuel would have 
been useful for the restart but sadly we 
followed the Triumph Herald down the 
escape route instead. 
 
Special Test 2 in Bishops Wood – keep 
calm and we’re OK and on section II the 
engine fluffed again but we crawled 
onwards and upwards and made it. 
 
Bluehills – blimey! Those aren’t ants 
they’re people – people who watched me 
expend 300 mile of rubber on the restart 
of Blue Hills 1, the sad thing is I had 
climbed that rock in an Austin in the late 
60s, but not today. Bluehills 2 and nearly 
came to grief cornering after the restart 
but after a very ‘stop start’ ascent we 
finally saw the top. No wonder they didn’t 
want you to stop at the top, you couldn’t, 
and so on to the finish, what a lovely 
Lands End trial with exceptional weather! 
For us its straight back to the Midlands to 
watch the motor bike hill climb at Red 
Marley, another event not to be missed. 
 

Northern Trial 
photos 

available on : 
 
 

www.photoboxgallery.
com/classics  
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Kyrle Trial 22nd April 2007 
by Dave and Jayne Sargeant 

 

W e were looking forward to the 
Kyrle as we hadn’t used the 
Beetle since the Cotswold 
Clouds, and there had been 

a fair amount of changes to it since then. 
The biggest change being a freshly rebuilt 
engine by Adrian Marfell, I was anxious to 
see how the car performed on the hills, as 
it was a dramatic improvement in power 
on the road. The old engine had lasted 10 
years and was just starting to tire out, and 
we certainly had been well done on power 
for quite a while now. 
 
Nice late start time of 10.30am, we really 
only saw class 4, 5 and 6 cars all day. We 
joined Keith Vipond and Richard Peck in a 
hastily formed team as “Mugs in Bugs” at 
the start.  
 
Looking through the entry list class 4 
looked very competitive with some big 
names involved; it would be a very 
interesting day especially being very dry 
and dusty, there. Certainly wasn’t going to 
be a problem finding grip. 
 
We arrived promptly at the first section, 
which was Pillbox. We were there in time 
to see Pete Barr’s attempt, which 
unfortunately ended with him reversing 
back down scoring 2 points, he said there 
was too much grip even with high tyre 
pressures. Bill Rosten was next to attempt 
the section and promptly flew up. Now it 
was our turn, having never climbed the 
section before, I had tried plenty of times 
in the past but never had the power to go 
much past the first corner, this year was 
much different, I reached the corner and 
floored the throttle, I was shocked at how 
quick the car picked up as we promptly 
flew past the 3 board she started to bog 
down with too much grip and finished up 
stopping just shy of the section end 
boards, shame I think I let the tyres down 
a little bit too much. Still it was good to try 

out the new towing eye I had just welded 
on. Ryan, Giles, Emma, Nicola and Bill 
were all clear on this one. 
 
Goldsmith’s is quite a straightforward 
section (or so we all thought) this really 
shook the trial up, I can only blame going 
too fast up the section for my scoring of 10 
as I completely missed the deviation, and 
didn’t even know about it until the results, 
as I think many others did. 4 cars in class 
4 did the same, including Bill Rosten, Mike 
Pocock and Chris Veevers. Pete Barr and 
Emma Robilliard both dropped 6 points; 
this was for the restart or be it not 
stopping at it. I think Giles thought this 
might be his day with the very unusual 
error from Emma. Ryan and Nicola both 
cleared the section. 
 
Ropers is a steep hill, and when it is wet 
its extremely hard to turn the corner and 
power up it, but it was so dry this time 
there was a deviation in it at the 4 marker 
and penalties if you hit a marker. This was 
a great hill to watch as all the class 4 cars 
were together. Giles had just attempted it 
as we got there, but unfortunately had 
missed the deviation completely so 
dropped 4. Next was Emma who drove 
steadily up to the 4 and then comfortably 
carried on to clear the section. Bill went up 
and cleaned it also. Pete Barr then 
reached the 4 marker but was unable to 
go past it; Ryan got through the deviation 
and struggled for a few seconds but with 
persistence eventually dug his way up to 
clear. Nicola Wainwright drove nicely up to 
the marker but as she backed off to go 
through it, the car lost momentum and 
stopped. Next was our turn, I think I was a 
little too heavy footed as I blasted up the 
lower part of the hill, as we neared the 4 
marker I backed off to steer through it and 
the car jumped out of gear, which didn’t 
make a very nice sound, this resulted in 
us rolling back before I could get it back in 
first. Rather annoying when you know you 
would have gone much further. 
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Onto Jack, Really steep hill and it is 
difficult to get around the first corner with 
any momentum. Giles really showed his 
class here with a comfortable climb up the 
section and Ryan also reached the 
summit. Next best was Emma with a 2, Bill 
with a 4 and then Pete with a 6. I have no 
excuses for this one I just didn’t go very 
far with a 9, as did Chris Veevers and 
Mike Pocock. Nicola struggled as well 
dropping 11. 
 
Jill. More of the same by this time in the 
trial only Ryan Tonkin was clear in class 4. 
Giles had dropped 4 and Emma 8. Giles 
and Ryan again showed us all how to do 
it, both clearing the section. Emma again 
had a really good climb with another 2. As 
did Nicola, redeeming herself from Jack. 
Bill got 3 and Pete 4. We had the first gear 
problem again and she went with another 
bang at the 7 marker managed to keep 
going forward to gain a 6. Chris Veevers’ 
Beetle retired at this stage. 
 
Pludds is a hill I was particularly looking 
forward to, as I had never seen the 
summit! All but Pete Barr and Myke 
Pocock climbed this one; I had my hand 
firmly planted on the gear lever all the way 
up not taking any chances. 
 
Sallowvallets was a long way up this 
year; we got there in time to see a few of 
class 3 attempting the section, most of 
which made it look quite easy to pull away 
from the restart. Giles was first to attempt 
it from class 4 and soon found himself in 
trouble on the restart, there was a tree 
stump on the left hand side of the line, 
which could cause a problem depending 
where you stopped. Giles eventually got 
off the restart but was deemed to have 
rolled back first. Bill, Nicola and Pete all 
found similar problems and ended up with 
6 and 5. Emma and Ryan both cleaned 
the section, as did Myke Pocock in the 
only Skoda. We got off the restart well but 
again found lots of grip and stopped on 
the 2 marker. 

Winberry Slade was a great hill, I really 
enjoyed this one, I remember it from last 
year how the 3 marker was on the lump 
on the corner, and it shows how dry it was 
the 11 marker was there this year. It was 
nice to be able to take the corner on full 
chat. Most of the class climbed this, apart 
from Bill with a 1, and Nicola and Myke 
with 7 and 8. 
 
Bluebell is always a good section, in the 
wet the first right hand corner can be very 
tricky, and it usually is wet further up the 
bank after the restart. Not today dry all the 
way, Nicola had a bad time on the start 
dropping 11, Pete got off the restart but 
not much further dropping 4 and Bill 
dropped 2. Ryan was still clear with Giles 
on 10 and Emma on 10 also. 
 
Barty’s Bank was a new hill, and looked 
to be at least moist on the ground as it 
was sheltered in the woods. It was quite 
twisty in the middle and we were the only 
car in class 4 to fail after another first gear 
disaster jumping out on the 4 marker 
again. The air was slightly blue in the 
beetle by this point! 
 
Snompers looked different this year we 
went left instead of the usual long climb up 
to the right, this proved to be quite straight 
forward for class 4 only Nicola and Myke 
dropping points. 
 
Vixen was another new hill, a sharp left to 
start then a pretty straight forward climb to 
the summit, nasty rocks at the 2 marker, I 
didn’t fancy smashing the front panel so 
I’m afraid I stopped short. Every one else 
got clears. 
 
Moses Mount didn’t cause many 
problems for anyone in the trial, only Bill in 
class 4 dropped points with his Imp. 
 
We reached Point and Press as Giles 
had already made his climb, clearing it 
after some warming of the tyres on the 
start line, this is a steep climb again, but 
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had lots of grip after the start. There were 
only 3 clears in class 4 with Giles, Emma 
and Ryan.  Bill, Nicola and Myke all 
scoring 9, and Pete Barr getting an 8. We 
clutched our way to a 4 even with 20 plus 
pressure in the back tyres! 
 
Lane End was the last section and Ryan 
still hadn’t failed anything, and Giles and 
Emma were all square on 10 still. No cars 
failed lane end in the whole trial. It must 
have been a very difficult job for the 
organisers to stop anyone with how dry it 
was. 
 
Congratulations to Ryan Tonkin a 
fabulous drive well deserved and Giles 
and Emma only divided by speed times. 
Bill finished fourth in the Imp. 
 
Class 6 was a clear round for all, except 
the deviation on Goldsmiths which caught 
out Gary Browning and Keith Vipond, 
which was a shame as Gary would have 
won the Trial overall with the fastest 
speed times. Andrew Rippon took the 
class honours. Class 3 was won by Dick 
Bolt, again on special test times with four 
of the class going clear. 
 

Class 2 went to Adrian Dommett, followed 
home by Bill Bennett, class 1 again went 
to Dave Haizleden dropping 15 points 
along the way. 
 
Class 7 went to Harvey Waters in the Pop, 
just by a point from Tris White, great 
wheelie on Jack by Harvey! 
 
Class 8 was won by Emma Wall beating 
Ian Davis by a point. The Trial overall was 
won by Keith Sanders on his own in class 
5 well done. 
  
A fabulous day out, I'm off now to try and 
find a new gearbox so that next time out I 
can’t use that as an excuse for failing a 
hill! Thanks to Ade Marfel, for making the 
car competitive again. 
 
Also I would like to say best wishes to 
another class 4 competitor who wasn’t 
able to compete on the Lands End or the 
Kyrle, to Terry Ball, we’re all missing you 
and Ken hurry up and get better soon. 
 
Great trial, really well organised and 
plenty of hills with little queuing or road 
miles in between, thanks. 

The Kyrle Trial from the 
Novice’s Seat 

by Martin Price 
 

H aving reached ripe maturity, 
thirty years of age and also 
fatherhood; my son-in-law, Ben 
Carpenter, had a serious 

decision to make. Should he go for the 
chipped Ford Cosworth Sierra road car or 
buy a trials car? Common sense prevailed 
and when he heard that an old friend was 
retiring from trials and selling his class 5 
car, it didn’t take much thinking about. Ben 
had, on many occasions, witnessed me 
returning, bleary-eyed and shattered on a 
Sunday afternoon from a classic trial, 
having missed all sleep the previous  

 
Friday night and he had often doubted my 
sanity. 
 
Some years ago he bounced for me on a 
number of MG Car Club events and fully 
realised that there was more to the sport 
than met the eye but he is no novice to 
motorsport as a driver, as he has 
competed for several years in sprints, hill 
climbs, circuit racing and autotesting  
 
The car he ended up with for trialling was 
the ex Rob Cull MG Midget, which had 
been carefully sorted over the last ten or 
so years. I felt that an introduction to the 
sport in class 0 would be appropriate and 
so we contacted Stuart Harold at Ross 
and District Motor Club for an entry. 
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The weather leading up to the event had 
been warm and dry, so grip was not going 
to be a problem and that frequent use of 
low tyre pressures would not be the order 
of the day. After a gentle ‘tootle’ down the 
motorway from Worcestershire, we arrived 
at the start, successfully passed 
scrutineering and signed on. At our 
allotted time, we were waved away from 
the services to begin what was to be a 
great day’s sport.  
 
We made our way to the first section, 
Goldsmiths 2, a pleasant little section that 
presented Ben with no problems, so he 
was clear so far! On to Geddes, which 
looked to have a sting in the tail. This 
consisted of a fairly steep, straight 
gradient off the start, up into a hairpin left 
and onto a loose gravel surface. It was at 
this latter point where several class 0 
competitors were experiencing difficulties. 
Ben made a good start, eased off for the 
left-hander and drove over the loose bits 
with no problems.  
 
We then moved on to Jack and Jill, which 
I remembered from doing the event with 
Brian Osborn in the MGB. These were the 
first two sections of the main trial that we 
were attempting. On Jack, Ben made a 
great start and hurled the car at the hill. 
This is a very steep section and he 
managed the second best climb in the 
class, a 6.  
 
Next to it was Jill, a similar section where 
he equalled the best class score. Further 
along the forest track we soon found 
Jackson, which was another challenging 
hill. Again Ben made a good start and, as 
there was plenty of grip, he negotiated it, 
gaining another clear. The final section in 
this forest was Glen. This was a very 
enjoyable hill, which steepened towards 
the end, too much speed in the wrong part 
of the section would have been 
disastrous, but yet another clear. 
 
 
 

By now, Ben’s confidence was high as we 
progressed to Pludds Bypass, passing 
through some beautiful Gloucestershire 
countryside. Here, he shot up the section 
like an experienced driver to a clear. 
Sallowvallets was next and this was 
causing several of the class 0 competitors 
some difficulties. Several experienced 
early problems, scoring 8 and 9. However, 
a few got up to 5 and even 4. Ben drove 
beautifully and scored 3, the best in the 
class. 
 
By now, we thought that we were doing 
quite well in the class and, with eight 
sections and a special test under our belt, 
together with some great scores, could 
Ben be on for a pot on his first event?  We 
arrived at the end of a queue at bottom of 
the next section, Bluebell. This offered a 
steep climb away from the ‘section begins’ 
board, followed by a hairpin right along a 
cross track, then left and upwards to the 
section end. Ben had a great start, plenty 
of grip, then disaster; he cut the right-
hander too tightly and grounded the off-
side sill on the bank and we were stuck 
fast. A quick reverse, another attempt on a 
wider line was all it took to sail to the top 
of the section, but the damage had been 
done and a disappointing 10 was our 
reward.  
 
The next section was Barty’s Bank, again 
stacks of grip but we had a problem going 
too far to the right, loosing momentum and 
ended up with a 6. With these last two 
results, Ben was convinced that his 
beginner’s luck had finally run out. The 
last section before lunch was Stompers, 
which was one of the best sections of the 
day. It caused the majority of Class 0 real 
problems and only five cars cleared it. 
Happily, Ben was one of these and his car 
control was superb.  
 
On to the lunch-stop, which did not last 
too long, and we then made our way to 
Charcoal Flats where Ben was on form yet 
again and gained another clear. Point and 
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Press was next and this was a great 
section, for me the best section of the 
event, which Ben drove very well, again 
clear. The final section was Lane End 
where we had a good start and stormed 
up to the restart but it didn’t want to get off 
the line and we scored 6. 
 
We attempted two special tests during the 
day; the first, called Alfa, was very much 
Ben’s cup of tea as he could put into 
practice his autotesting skills but on a 
loose surface. He clocked 20.4 seconds, 
which was the best in the class and very 
competitive in the main trial. The second 
test, Bravo, was equally good fun and Ben 
was second fastest in class.  
 
We made our way back to Ross and 
District’s clubhouse where we were able 
to offer our thanks to some of the trial 
organisers.  
 
So what did we think about the event? 
From a personal point of view, I was 
delighted with the way Ben drove 
throughout the day and I was also relieved 
that he enjoyed it so much. He only made 
two mistakes all day and failed only one 
restart and that is some achievement for 
first time out. He thoroughly enjoyed the 
trial and he was over the moon to end up 
third in class, he can’t wait to do another, 
next time probably in class 5. He is very 
competitive and never enters events just 
to make the numbers up. He was annoyed 
with himself for the ‘grounding’ on Bluebell 
but has learnt from his mistake, which 
almost certainly cost him second in class 
at the end of the day. 
 
As an event, the Kyrle has always enjoyed 
a reputation for being a great but tough 
event. class 0 is still in its infancy and the 
first time Ross and District have included 
it. The MCC have being running this class 
now for a few seasons on the Exeter, 
Land’s End and Edinburgh and I am 
positive that they are both improving and 
also encouraging newcomers into our  

 
sport. We also see some less usual cars 
taking part in class 0. I have taken part in 
the MCC class 0 events with Brian Osborn 
and many of the sections are becoming 
more demanding, even for the less 
competitive vehicles. I took photographs 
on the Clee Hills Trial this year for MAC 
News and the class 0 route was described 
as great. 
 
Despite this being Ross and District’s first 
attempt at class 0 it was, without doubt, 
the best I have ever done. I appreciated 
the fact that we were attempting many of 
the sections that were in the main trial. In 
fact, in the second half of the event, we 
were running with some of the Beetle 
drivers like Richard Peck and Keith 
Vipond. This really made us feel a part of 
the main event and not in a separate 
event, sharing the event’s name. This, of 
course has tremendous benefits for the 
organising club as they are not effectively 
running two separate trials with the need 
for two sets of marshals. Nobody, to my 
knowledge, objected to attempting 
sections like Jack and Jill, just cut out the 
restart and if necessary modify the 
numbering and everyone can have a go. 
I’m not saying that class 0 should have to 
attempt the Tillerton, Blue Hills 2 type of 
rough sections but Ross showed us how 
class 0 can be both very challenging and 
tremendous fun. 
 
Many thanks to the organisers and very 
well done. It was a superb day’s trialling. 
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The Kyrle Dry Run 
by Myke Pocock 

 

F or Team Baldrick the 2007 Kyrle 
Trial was another first, the first 
time we had attempted this 
particular trial. My running partner 

from Fell Side Auto Club was Chris 
Veevers with his better half, Diane and 
their class 4 Beetle, fresh from a new 
MOT and some repair work following 
some damage sustained on the set up 
days for the Northern in February. Looking 
at the entry list I saw that we did, in fact 
have other Fell Side members entered, 
Julian and Becci Lack in their Marlin.  
 
The use of Baldrick as an OFAV (Official 
Risk Assessment Vehicle) on the Northern 
had highlighted a few problems that 
needed attention prior to any more 
competition whether it was a club PCT or 
a full-blown trial. I had fitted a new set of 
standard shock absorbers to the front end 
before last year’s Edinburgh and, apart 
from that trial they had only done the 
Northern set up day but were completely 
shot. Bite the bullet and go for some good 
ones this time so £120 later a set of 
adjustable AVOs resided on the sharp end 
of Baldrick and performed admirably all 
day long. A test on a local and convenient 
BOAT prior to the Kyrle led to the failure of 
a lower front shock absorber bracket 
mounting bolt, easily sorted but confirming 
my view that competition vehicles such as 
ours benefit from regular usage.  
 
For us Fell Siders that organise and set up 
the Northern, the only trial that doesn’t 
require us to stay overnight is the Ilkley so 
for the Kyrle it was a leisurely drive down 
the motorway on the Saturday with time to 
spare. We decided on a bit of sight seeing 
so went to Symonds Yat then had a 
pleasant evening meal before the 
following days competition. Sunday 
morning dawned bright and dry and with 
start times just after 10:30 am we were 
able to spend plenty of time at the start 

venue looking around before the off. 
Despite a silly miss read of the excellent 
route book we eventually arrived at 
Section 1, regained our position in the 
queue and dropped the tyres to, I believe 
15. Not knowing anything of the section 
we set off and it progressively got steeper 
and rutted until we bogged down at the 5 
marker, out of puff. I suspect that a higher 
pressure may have done us a favour but 
was still disappointed at my score. Not 
enough aggression.  
 
On to Section 2, Goldsmiths where we, 
along with half of the field, were out foxed 
by the organising teams cunning position 
of the deviation from the obvious track 
above the 10 marker. More cunning than 
Baldricks most cunning plan no less! 
Therefore not our finest moment. Two 
sections down and already 15 points on 
the board. Ummm.  
 
Section 3, Ropers, was to redress the 
balance somewhat. Waiting in the queue 
my observations were that I might not get 
far from the start line. However we set off 
and found so much traction that I had a 
good fight to squeeze through the 4 gate 
which was offset to the left and then 
turned back up hill finally stopping just 
before the 1 marker. Result! Interestingly 
the route book indicated that this was the 
only hill that there would be a penalty for 
hitting any marker. Had they been taking 
instructions from the organisers of the 
Ilkley? We waited on the exit track that 
overlooked the top of the section, and 
were concerned when Chris failed to turn 
up for some time. Eventually he arrived 
and reported that Ollie the Beetle was not 
running well and had struggled to get up 
the exit road. 
 
Nevertheless we set off for the famous 
twin hills, Jack and Jill that took us initially 
across some pleasant farm tracks near 
the River Wye and past Goodrich Castle 
and Flanesford Priory. On arrival there 
was a queue waiting to pit themselves  
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against the hills so we were able to view 
some of our class competition making 
their attempts. I reasoned that a little 
caution was required at the bottom of Jack 
as it required a 90 right that had an evil 
tree stump right on the bend. Baldrick has 
been known to disobey pilot’s instructions 
on sharp bends in the past with dire 
results. However this caution only resulted 
in a paltry 9 so it was off next door to Jill to 
try for better. No stump, more aggression 
and a slightly better 5 but not designed to 
ring the warning bells amongst the other 
class 4 chargers. We also had the benefit 
here of seeing Keith Sanders, the 
eventual outright winner, in his Reliant 
Scimitar SS1 make his leisurely way to the 
top of both sections although he may not 
describe it that way!  
 
I have, for some time now, had the 
advantage of being able to refer to in-car 
video that I take on trials that has also 
come in useful for our annual Northern 
Classic DVD. Hopefully this library may 
help me a bit when I start to do specific 
trials again. 
 
Chris’ attempt on Jill resulted in a score of 
8 and he then decided that the problems 
with Ollie were not going to rectify 
themselves and that a retirement would be 
his only option. Retirement is always 
disappointing but especially so after the 
long round trip and overnight stay, a hard 
decision to swallow. Now we were one. 
 
Special test Alfa then followed, taking care 
to make doubly sure of the Route Book 
instructions, with a reasonable time 
despite taking it a little sedately. Section 6, 
Pludds, was close at hand with few 
waiting so tyres were dropped once again 
to 15 but with slippery rocks on the class 7
-8 restart line and with a lack of 
momentum we stopped short of the 5 
marker. This was one of the few times all 
day that we saw any reasonably large 
rocky bits on any sections.  

 
Section 7, Sallowvallets, was a short road 
run then into the forests and, once again, 
there were a few waiting that allowed me 
to observe and plan. Starting on the 
forestry road we then took a sharp 90 right 
up through the trees then to a 90 left and 
then right to the restart and on up to the 
section ends. I decided that the dip shortly 
after the start should be treated with 
caution but too much welly off the start 
line destroyed theory, the front end took 
off and we shot up to the restart with 
plenty of speed. Here my observations 
failed me, as there was an evil tree stump 
right on the line. You guessed it! Perfectly 
placed near side rear wheel against it and 
a bit of smoke but precious little forward 
motion. A 6 despite the zero that the 
provisional results said. Very flattering but 
sadly not true. 
 
A further short run through glorious sunny 
weather amongst the woods took us to our 
next competition, Wimberry Slade, what 
lovely sounding section names. This was, 
once again as many of the sections, up 
through the woods on forestry workers 
access tracks similar to our own Northern 
Trial. The first part was smooth then a 
sharp left after the 10 marker and then 
steepened after the 7 & 8’s restart line, 
becoming rougher. Time to stop then and 
a score of 8! Worst in class so maybe 
different tyre pressure needed on the day 
or just rubbish driving?  
 
Bluebell, Section 9 followed and we didn’t 
need to bother June Blakeley who was 
officiating further up the hill from where we 
stopped, just after hubby John’s restart 
line. Possibly another case of higher 
pressures required. I detect a theme 
developing here. A further short, pleasant 
drive through the woods took us to my 
favourite section of the trial, Section 10, 
Barty’s Bank. This was, once again, up 
through the woods after a sharp right from 
the main forestry track. Although the 
section was covered with a good layer of  
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small branches it was rough underneath 
and twisty requiring plenty of steering 
input. Left, right, left etc, etc, plenty of 
variation on the throttle and wheel spin 
and I arrived at the section end having 
banged my head off the roof and bashed 
my arm up against the door. The in-car 
video sound track is evidence of the 
childish delight at having cleaned a 
section in some style. Flushed with 
success we were then off, with little time 
to celebrate, to my second favourite, 
Snompers. This required a shortish 
straight run on a forestry track to a sharp 
90 left off the track onto soil increasing in 
angle between trees to a right turn to the 
end of the section. We got plenty of 
traction, turned left and took off skywards 
on the bump between two trees, regained 
terra firma and direction and shot of 
towards the section ends with plenty of 
revs and ended up just short of the 1 
marker. Good fun!  
 
Our second special test, Bravo, followed 
and differed slightly to the first requiring all 
wheels over the BB and CC lines as 
opposed to astride on the first test.   
 
As there had been a few hold ups at some 
sections we had no time to stop at the 
lunch halt, simply signing in and then 
travelling to the next, Vixen. This was also 
up hill amongst trees after a sharp left turn 
and had some good-sized rocks at the 
top. Plenty of revs and some wheel spin 
saw us clean the section and then reverse 
out the same way.  
 
Moses Mount was another fun, twisty, hill 
through recently felled forest. The section 
turned right, left, right and left again 
requiring quick steering input to keep on 
the straight and narrow. I am beginning to 
build up a picture of my favourite kind of 
sections. Problem is that others clean 
these and some more that I don’t as well. 
Never mind. We were coming to the end 
of the trial with two sections to go and no  

 
car problems to report at all. This must 
have rung a bell amongst the grey matter 
as on section 14, Point and Press I made 
my best attempt to break something, 
namely the clutch. The start line was on 
an incline and I got little traction so in an 
attempt to improve things got plenty of 
revs up and dropped the clutch, several 
times. All to little avail as a paltry 9 was 
scored. Mind you, I was in good company 
amongst my other class 4 colleagues. The 
marshal at the bottom of the hill reported 
that he was surprised I had a clutch left 
such was the cloud of smoke emanating 
from Baldrick’s nether regions. Fortunately 
the last hill, 15, Lane End was nice and 
flat with an easy restart placed on a bend 
that required little in the way of heroics 
from driver or clutch.  
 
A thoroughly enjoyable first attempt at the 
Kyrle. Lovely countryside, glorious 
weather and some interesting and 
challenging sections and the results 
proved that they were not a class 8 walk in 
the park. Nice to see Ryan Tonkin in a 
class 4 car get into the top ten.  
 
We finally arrived home at 11:15 pm after 
a round trip of 500 miles but well worth the 
effort and having completed a trial with no 
problems to the car whatsoever. This must 
also have been the first trial we have 
completed that did not require a 
comprehensive pressure-washing regime 
on the following days. The dust in the 
engine bay and on the K & N filter on the 
carb was witness to how dry the 
conditions were.   
 
Plans are now being hatched for more low 
down grunt and a set of Honda 900 
motorcycle carbs are on their way to 
Baldrick Towers for modification and 
transplant into Balders nether regions. Will 
this be worth the effort? Hope so. The 
process will be fun anyway.                                   
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Ilkley Trial Photos 
by Dave Cook 
 
 
 
 
 
John Hind on Dob Park 
(taking the long way 
round!) 
 
 

 
 
 
Bill Bennett 
creeping up to 
the line on Dob 
Park 

 
 
 
 
 
Boyd Webster on 
Hey Slack 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration. 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                  £13.30 
Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating 1ltr               £9.99 
 
Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                 £4.25 
Box 10 special price                               £37.50 
CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                £6.75 
Box 10 special price                                           £62.50 
 

Octane Plus – gives your engine a power boost 
250ml treats 50 litres unleaded petrol               £4.75 
Box 10 special price                                    £42.75 
Diesel Power Plus 
500ml treats 500 litres                                       £8.60 
 
Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres      £9.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres              £5.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£9.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel / Fax 01460 66434 
tim@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

 

Beetle Specialist Workshop 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
NB: Although the advice is free, If that advice includes buying a product, it would be polite to buy it from us 
Stockists of Superblend Zero Lead 2000 – FBHVC Approved Lead Substitute – Will deliver to most trials 
 

Ballards Place  Eardiston  Tenbury Wells  Worcs  WR15 8JR 
Tel:  01584-881348                                          Fax:  01584-881684 

 
E-Mail:  BSW_HOLDINGS@COMPUSERVE.COM 

Spare Wheel Carriers 

T4 Engines 

Carburettor Kits 

“Next Generation” Parts 

I.R.S. Conversions 

Free Advice 

Oversize Barrels 

Restorations 
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The 2007 Ilkley Classic Trial 
by Mick Jeffreys 

 

T he start and finish venue was at 
the Ilkley Rugby Club, a pleasant 
location on the banks of the river 
Warfe, with ample space for 

parking and camping, plus the use of the 
ablutions for those staying overnight (it 
was just a pity that the clubhouse bar 
wasn't open!). Things got busy early on 
Sunday morning with the bulk of the listed 
62 entrants (approximately one third 
motorcycles) arriving. It was good to see a 
healthy sidecar presence since not all long 
distance events make provision for this 
class. A chuck wagon was also on site 
and soon dispensing much needed tea 
and bacon butties - the staple diet of 
motor sport I think! Signing on was friendly 
and efficient and scrutineering hassle-free. 
The "tulip" type road book supplied by the 
club was easy to follow, with this format 
being particularly convenient to use on a 
motorcycle. 
 
The trial comprised of 23 sections over a 
70-mile route (it should have been 25, but 
sadly two were cancelled due to the heavy 
rain earlier in the week). This compact 
course, with sections mostly grouped in 
pairs, meant that you were kept busy with 
no lengthy road mileage between the "fun" 
bits. This was mostly a "no look" type of 
event - which helped to keep things 
moving. Penalties through the observed 
sections were indicated by numbered 
poles, in the sequence 12, 9, 6, 3, 0, and 
on a number of sections, whether by 
design or accident, the course to follow 
could be confusing and required a lot of 
concentration to negotiate correctly. 
 
The marking of points was recorded on 
cards carried by each entrant and I found 
it very easy to forget to stop at the end of 
every section to have it endorsed. I 
imagine too that the unfortunate observers 
soon got tired of running after competitors 
riding off into the distance, their minds on 
other things. 

Since taking notes on a motorcycle is not 
really a practical proposition, I regret that I 
can only record such sections as my 
failing memory allows. 
 
Carrside 1 & 2 were both straightforward 
climbs up a grassy hillside and a nice 
gentle start to the day. Brown’s Wood 
was short curving left-hand ascent on an 
embankment from the road to a forest 
track, again no problems here but easy to 
miss the "section ends" marker. Dob’s 
Park watersplash. Here was something I 
have not encountered before, the 
SLOWEST time through the section being 
the objective. In all there were three 
sections such as this. The passage across 
a stream, with plenty of slippery rocks in 
the bed plus a nice slimy exit into the lane 
opposite, rapidly focused your attention. 
 
The Sword Point sections were next on 
the agenda. Sword Point 1 was a simple 
inclined section on a forest track with an 
easy chicane near the top of the section 
and Sword Point 2 a climb into an open 
paddock with a large right/left dogleg 
about midway. Good grip here but quite 
bumpy, with large grassy tufts everywhere 
to catch the front wheel. Finally Sword 
Point 3 – a twisting climb through a forest 
with a steep exit onto the track at the top. 
Here it was very easy to miss the course 
markers amongst the trees, and a sharp 
lookout was needed. 
 
Fewston 1 and 2 were next. For Fewsron 
1 it was into another paddock for a gentle 
meandering ride across its undulating 
surface and a few yards brought you to 
Fewston 2 section, which exited the 
paddock before turning sharp right uphill 
onto a track with an acute left-hand exit at 
the top of the ascent. The loose surface of 
the right-hander looked to be a problem, 
but using the opposite bank as a BERM to 
gain some grip appeared to work 
 
There were then divided routes on Peel’s 
Wood. Cars and outfits followed a track 
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running up, and parallel to, the side of a 
hill. Motorcycles started from the same 
point as the others, then descended into a 
hollow at the base of the hill before turning 
right up a steep slope to rejoin the track 
about halfway up. Again good grip and no 
real problems. 
 
It was onto open moorland for Hey Slack, 
and another divided course for cars and 
motorcycles. An undulating start for 
everyone through a shallow depression in 
the ground. Motorcycles exited to the right 
via a short, sharp incline through a gap in 
the bank, cars and outfits used a wider 
exit point just before this to climb out of 
the section. At this site there then followed 
the lunchtime rest halt, an ideal location 
with fine views over the moors. Once 
again the catering vehicle was on hand 
and did an amazing job of setting up so 
quickly, since we had been behind them 
going into the parking area not long 
before. 
 
Wilson’s Wood was first after lunch and it 
was a gentle climb along two forest 
plantation tracks with the first of the 
event's restarts on the apex of a fairly 
sharp left-hander. Here again, the marking 
could contrive to catch out the unwary. 
 
Brimham Lodge 1 was a steady curving 
left-hand climb on a small hill behind the 
farm with plenty of matted foliage 
providing traction and Brimham Lodge 2 
was another slowest time ride along a 
farm track. At this point the motorcyclists 
had an enforced halt since we were 
getting too far ahead of schedule. 
 
Inclines 1 & 2 were straight climbs along 
a grassy track, with the exit a pleasant 
ride through a disused quarry. At the 
approach to the sections we were advised 
to go very steadily, owing to complaints 
from some locals. Since so few machines 
could have passed through by this time I 
fear that these 'NIMBYS' must have been 
lying in wait for us! 

Watergate was probably the best section 
on the trial. Rocks, mud, a steep climb up 
an escarpment with a restart at midpoint, 
GREAT!! 
 
Cockhill Mine was another interesting 
section on the site of a disused lead mine. 
A blind, sharp left-hand ascent followed by 
a right to a re-start then a steady climb 
along a track to the finish. As pointed out 
by a colleague, the section was 
reminiscent of a "mini" Blue Hills Mine. 
Next was Strid Wood, but I’m sorry this is 
brain fade time and I can’t recall anything! 
 
Hawpike 1 was a  straight incline in a 
field, but on wet grass with an adverse 
camber and a deep, offset pothole near 
the end. Easy on a bike, not so easy in a 
car I should imagine. Hawpike 2 was one 
of the few sections where partial viewing 
was allowed, and the location of my one 
good deed for the day, as a group of us 
helped to extricate a Skoda that had fallen 
into a ditch. The route passed over the 
blind brows of two hillocks, and between 
trees, hence the "look", before following a 
shallow depression out into a field. Again, 
good grip and no real problems. 
 
Highfield Farm was the last section. A 
slow ride into a depression and through a 
gateway between two fields. Again, no 
problems and the added pleasure of a 
magnificent view over the dales on the 
exit. 
 
From here it was back to Ilkley for 
arguably the best part of the day - an 
excellent supper supplied by the club 
(another novelty for me). The Ilkley Club 
has done a splendid job of organising this 
event, and at all stages were friendly and 
helpful. It is certainly a trial I would do 
again and recommend to others. 
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Bennett’s Bah’ tat 
by Boyd Webster 

 
 

B ill Bennett won the I.D.M.C. a 
classic trial on Sunday May 20th 
in convincing style, on what was 
a thoroughly good day out on 2, 

3 and 4 wheels. There was a good entry 
for this time of year, which rewarded the 
Ilkley team for all their hard work and 
effort. All classes were well supported and 
judging by the results the hills were testing 
enough. However, I have to say the 15 psi 
limit for classes 7 and 8 was much talked 
about. 
 
The first group of sections at Carrside saw 
James Turner in the Fiat succumbing to 
gear box trouble on route to the sections. 
The two tricky glass slopes saw Bill 
Bennet lose 9 marks, however there was 
a good climb by the Morgan crew and 
Dudley Sterry also had a 9.  
 
The route carried on through Dob Park 
splash to Sword Point 3 which proved 
difficult. The only cleans were had by B. 
Webster, S. Lambert and R. Preedy and 
were gained over a very steep tricky hill 
with a sharp turn right to finish. R. Parker 
in his Austin Seven broke a half shaft, 
which was a shame as he was on for a 
clean, very good for an Austin Seven. 
 
The route proceeded through Nidderdale 
to Fewston 2, which claimed a variety of 
marks depending on where you started. 
The only cleans being had by D. Sterry, D. 
Partington and R. Preedy. 
 
Peel Wood provided the drivers with two 
routes – the hard route had no cleans 
setting us up for the lunch check with an 
opportunity to chat about all the “ifs and 
buts” over a sandwich. 
 
After lunch we enjoyed a drive through 
stunning scenery on to Wilson’s Wood, 
here as sneaky change deviating to the  

left caught several drivers unawares. Then 
on over the toll bridge to the dizzy heights 
of Brimham Rocks were there was no real 
problem as the weather was favourable.  
 
The route carried on through Pateley 
Bridge to Incline 1 and 2. Incline 1 proved 
a test for most road cars, and 2 saw only 6 
cleans with a good attempt by Steve 
Kenny in the Liege and D. Sterry showing 
great panache.  
 
On to Water Gate, a favourite hill, where a 
stop start was introduced making it a little 
tricky. Here there was a great drive by the 
Morgan crew in basically a well-sorted 
road car, judging by the spectators I am 
not on my own in thinking this. 
 
From here down to Cock Hill Mines with a 
stop start also deviously changed from 
last year which caught out class 8 winner 
D. Partington.  
 
We then drove down through Wharfedale 
to Strid Wood, here there were two good 
hills which due to the good weather had 
been tweaked making them challenging. 
Onwards to Bolton Abbey, which hosted 
two new sections, including a restart 
taking a variety of marks but mostly 
twelve. 
 
On the homeward stretch there was a 
special test at Highfield Farm which 
proved controversial with regard to how 
this should be attempted, with drivers 
nearly taking a detour via Harrogate! 
 
All in all a great day out in wonderful 
countryside, finished off by pie and peas , 
cream cakes, topped off with sunshine all 
day. Once again, congratulations to Bill 
Bennett, and all class winners, and to the 
I.D.M.C. team for a super event. 



41 

Northern Trial 
photos by Pat 
Toulmin 
 
 
 
 
Julian & Becci Lack, 
Marlin, on Little 
Cockup 

 
 
 
Hal & Tony 
Branson, Marlin,  
on the final special 
test  - into the sun! 
 
Where is the finish 
line? 

 
 
Richard Houlgate 
on Black Hole 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

2 007 and as I write it is once again 
Easter or perhaps more pertinently 
to readers of this tome “Land’s 
End” time. For my sister and I, 

prior to either of us piloting a car, it was a 
gentle stroll through Illogan Woods to 
Portreath where I used to watch the 
motorcycles and cars en route to Land’s 
End, the spiritual finishing point of the 
weekend competition. In later years it 
would be a visit to Bluehills and by 1966 I 
was competing in my first MCC trial in a 
875cc Hillman Imp gaining a Silver Medal 
– see Section Ends November 2002. 
 
Ten years later – or thirty one years ago – 
I won a Gold Medal driving a VW Beetle 
competing against renowned drivers such 
as Tom Threlfall, Simon Durling, John 
Groves, Duncan Welch, Peter Le Couteur, 
Sue Halkyard, Allin Penhale, Don Statton, 
Robin Moore, David Uglow, Tommy 
Kalber, Martin Appleton, Roger Bricknell, 
Dudley Sterry, Jack Frost, Geoff Jackson 
and David Turner to name a few; some of 
whom have featured in previous editions 
of Section Ends. A cursory glance at the 
2007 programme reveals only the names 
of Dudley Sterry, Duncan Welch and 
David Turner repeated as competitors, 
although the offspring of some of those 
who took part in 1976 are clearly evident. 
Regretfully some of our colleagues have 
passed on, some now act as officials and 
others are involved in alternative branches 
of motor sport, such as myself in historic 
rallying and Roger Bricknell currently 
concentrating on sporting trials. 
 
For the 1976 event four start controls were 
used – Fleet services on the M3, 
Lewdown, Oxford and Gordano services 
on the M5 with the trial finishing as it had 
done for some years at the Cornish 
Chough Hotel at Newquay (now converted 
into private houses). Before the 1939-45 
war the MCC trials were of great interest 

to enthusiasts, manufacturers and the 
motoring press. Manufacturers, notably 
MG, entered teams or helped private 
teams to some extent. Whilst the motoring 
press tended to concentrate their reports 
on racing or rallying, in 1976 interest in 
classic trials had not dwindled with 322 
entrants for the Easter pilgrimage – and 
that was many years before the 
introduction of class 0. There were no less 
than twenty-one teams from the car 
brigade alone. 
 
The trial was planned to be much tougher 
than in 1975, which was undoubtedly the 
easiest of the previous ten years. Apart 
from increasing the number of start 
controls there were an additional six 
sections to include known difficult hills – 
one section and speed test was to be 
attempted at night. If it had not been for 
the exceptionally dry weather, which the 
country was experiencing - am I writing 
this report on the 1976 event or the 2007? 
– it would have been really tough. 
Nonetheless because of the organising 
experience of “Tucker” who was Clerk of 
the Course, it still proved difficult and 
although ending in glorious sunshine in 
what was a beautiful Spring in Cornwall, 
competitors were extremely weary after 
the four hundred and twenty mile drive. 
 
In 1975 competitors battled through deep 
snow but it was fog – a real “pea souper” - 
throughout the night which caused many 
competitors to be late at Sug Lane near 
Keinton Manderville, after having 
completed the first speed test. Fog was so 
thick that negotiating the 90 degree bends 
over the narrow bridge needed caution 
and the continued lack of visibility was the 
major problem facing drivers at the next 
section at Edbrooke, near Bridgetown on 
Exmoor, although neither hill caused more 
than a handful of failures. 
 
Beggar’s Roost was once a mecca in 
north Devon for trials enthusiasts; so 
much so that in the past the local 
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electricity company had to boost output to 
meet the demand required by the huge 
influx of visitors to the area. In later years 
when the hill became easier, the Lynton 
and Lynmouth councils were concerned 
that the MCC might leave the area and so 
each year a few days before the trial the 
hill was covered with the well known thick 
layer of stones; the council justifying the 
expenditure on the grounds that it was 
necessary to protect the surface of the 
road! The hill had not been “doctored” in 
1975 but for 1976 the Roost had returned 
to its former notoriety. 

This picture of Dennis Greenslade 

in the ex-Rosemary Smith works 
Rallye Imp clearly depicts the very 
rocky surface of Beggars Roost in 
1967. Despite the car having won 
the 1965 Tulip International Rally, 
to the great surprise of the Rootes 
Competitions Department it failed 
to climb Beggars. The principle 
reason was the lack of ground 

clearance as the car was set up for 
the smooth mountain passes of the 
Vosges 
 

There were no less than 179failures, 
amongst them being current BMW driver, 
David Turner who was competing on his 
first MCC trial in a VW Beetle previously 
campaigned by Simon Durling who was 
driving a Dellow on this occasion. Duncan 
Welch’s Austin Healey also failed to reach 
the summit but Dudley Sterry driving his 
MG, what else, cleaned the hill and 
finished with yet another gold medal. 
Orange, Sutcombe and Darracott, which 

was split into two sections, caused few 
problems with my Beetle climbing the 
latter hill despite incurring a puncture in 
one of the Dunlop Weathermasters on the 
rocky gradient. Crackington took a few 
scalps lunch was taken at Lewdown and 
then on to the tarmac at Ruses Mill (now 
used on The Grand Tour – Cape to Cape 
route) where two timed restarts in very 
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quick succession on hairpin bends 
necessitated rapid footwork, a very good 
handbrake and a strong clutch. 
 
The Bluehills loop, which incorporated a 
timed Stop and Go test, caused more 
failures than the hill itself. At the end of the 
Easter Saturday the trial had not been 
quite as tough as predicted with a total of 
forty gold medals awarded amongst the 
cars. Peter Le Couteur (1172cc Dellow) 
won the Field Trophy with class awards 
going to Richard Uren (998cc Hillman 
Imp), Don Statton (1650cc Ford), Richard 
Webber (875cc Hillman Imp) and Gerry 
Kempthorne (1500cc MG Midget).  
 
One of the team awards was won by 
David Uglow (1496cc H.R.G.), Norman 
McKee (1292cc MG TA Cream Cracker) 
and current ACTC President Robin Moore 
(972cc Singer Le Mans) with the other 

being won by Jack Frost (1600cc VW 
Buggy), John Groves (1172cc Ford) and 
Geoff Jackson (1500cc Dellow). 

 
Robin Moore - 1934 Singer Le 
Mans 1982 Land’s End – 
Darracott 
 
This car was purchased in 1946 
by the late David Hilliard who 
undertook a full engine rebuild 
and body off restoration and 
when completed used the car 
very little. Robin purchased the 
car in 1966 and immediately 
forsook his faithful Wolseley 
Hornet and started to campaign 
the Singer with some success 
although not as much as with the 
Hornet. 
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Championship 
Chat  
 

T ime for the half-term report on the 
2007 championship season, and 
we’ll start off with the 
Crackington. Dave Haizelden, 

who’s won class 1 on all the one-day 
events so far, and has a perfect score on 
the MCC events, leads the way by a few 
points from Adrian Dommett. Adrian, 
likewise, has won class 2 on all five one-
day events so far, but blotted his 
copybook on the Lands End by dropping 
an uncharacteristic two hills.  Bill 
Bennett, also in class 2 has been second 
in the class on the one dayers and also 
has a perfect score on the MCC events, is 
a mere one point behind Adrian. Emma 
Robilliard, in her first Crackington 
season, is in fourth place but has done 
one event less than the leading three, 
whilst in the last of the award places at the 
moment is Sticker Martin, from class 3, 
fairly close on Emma’s heels. Next up is 
Pete Barr and Giles Greenslade, also 
representing class 4 and it’s not until 
position eight that we have the first class 8 
competitor, Dudley Sterry. 
 
The Wheelspin has a slightly more 
conventional look about it with Adrian 
Dommett leading the way by one point 
from Dudley Sterry, who has done one 
event less than Adrian. Next up is Andrew 
Martin, with Emma Robilliard, Dick Bolt, 
Dave Foreshew and Bill Bennett within a 
couple of points of Andrew. 
 
Over to the most important table of all, the 
Navigator’s League, has a reassuringly 
familiar look to it, with the ladies of class 
2, Judy Phillips and Liz Bennett nine 
points clear of Aaron Haizelden, who has 
only completed in four rounds so far, two 
less than the leaders. 

The Team Championship continues to 
struggle for entrants, and we have the 
same three teams from last year, albeit 
with a slight change in personnel in one of 
them.  
 
Leaders are the JVs, (Messrs 
Greenslade, Norman, Bennett and 
Young) by 20+ points from Bump and 
Grind (Messrs Martin Jr, Martin Sr, Bolt 
and Rosten) who are eleven points ahead 
of More Bump and Grind, (Messrs 
Bartelman, Groves, Waters and Sterry) 
 
As with all of the Championships, there’s a 
long way to go in the Team League until 
the Camel Classic in December and no 
doubt there will some major changes of 
positions in all of the tables before the end 
of the year. Especially if there is a normal 
amount of rain later on. 
 
No doubt Pat has been able to find space 
in this edition for the various tables. 
Please have a good look at them and if 
you see any mistakes, let me know. This 
is particularly true of the Navigator’s 
League, where the information I get from 
the results about who passengered for 
whom may not be entirely accurate. 
 
I shall, no doubt like everyone else, look 
forward to proceedings in the classic trial 
world getting underway again in 
September. Until then I have the prospect 
of three days marshalling at the Festival of 
Speed at Goodwood to which to look 
forward. 
 
If any of you do pop along to the Festival, 
Stuart Harrold and I can be found being 
‘jobsworths’ about 200yds before the start 
line. Do come along and say ‘Hello’. 
 
Have a good summer and I shall look 
forward to seeing some out and about in 
the autumn. 
 

Chris 
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Wheelspin Table 2007
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Adrian Dommett 5 9 10 9 1 1 35 35 6
Dudley Sterry 5 10 5 9 5 34 34 5
Andrew Martin 5 6 8 5 2 26 26 5
Emma Robilliard 5 5 6 3 5 24 24 5
Dick Bolt 5 6 5 7 23 23 4
David Foreshew 8 5 10 23 23 3
Bill Bennett 5 9 3 5 22 22 4
Sticker Martin 5 4 2 5 6 22 22 5
Andrew Rippon 5 5 9 19 19 3
Simon Groves 5 8 5 18 18 3
Peter Barr 5 7 5 17 17 3
Ian Davis 5 10 15 15 2
David Haizelden 5 1 4 5 15 15 4
Robin Preedy 5 3 5 13 13 3
Tris White 1 7 5 13 13 3
Giles Greenslade 5 4 3 12 12 3
Ross Norman 5 7 12 12 2
Keith Sanders 2 10 12 12 2
Mike Workman 5 1 5 11 11 3
Paul Bartleman 5 5 10 10 2
Gregor Dixon-Smith 5 5 10 10 2
John Ludford 5 5 10 10 2
Bryan Phipps 5 5 10 10 2
Mark Tooth 5 5 10 10 2
David Turner 5 5 10 10 2
Jonathan Toulmin 3 6 9 9 2
Harry Butcher 5 3 8 8 2
John Looker 5 3 8 8 2
Richard Peck 8 8 8 1
Nicola Wainwright 3 5 8 8 2
Michael Warnes 3 5 8 8 2
Terry Ball 5 2 7 7 2
Harvey Waters 1 3 3 7 7 3
Paul Allaway 3 3 6 6 2
Colin Biles 3 3 6 6 2
Barry Clarke 1 5 6 6 2
David Miller 3 3 6 6 2
Peter Mountain 3 3 6 6 2
Brian Partridge 1 5 6 6 2
Paul Royds 5 1 6 6 2
John Sargeant 3 3 6 6 2
Mark Smith 3 3 6 6 2
Mark Endley 5 5 5 1
Sam Payne 5 5 5 1
Stuart Roach 5 5 5 1
Bill Rosten 5 5 5 1
Mark Rosten-Edwards 5 5 5 1
Adrian Tucker-Peake 5 5 5 1
Tony Young 5 5 5 1
Stephen Bailey 5 5 5 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith 3 1 4 4 2
Ed Nikel 1 3 4 4 2
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Crackington Table 2007
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David Haizelden 5.0 10.1 10.5 10.1 10.1 5.0 10.3 61.1 61.1 7
Adrian Dommett 5.0 10.6 10.3 10.4 10.5 1.0 10.3 58.1 58.1 7
Bill Bennett 5.0 9.6 9.3 9.4 9.5 5.0 9.3 57.1 57.1 7
Emma Robilliard 5.0 11.0 10.5 10.9 5.0 8.9 51.3 51.3 6
Sticker Martin 5.0 10.6 8.0 10.4 5.0 10.0 49.0 49.0 6
Peter Barr 5.0 7.0 7.5 7.9 10.2 5.0 5.9 48.5 48.5 7
Giles Greenslade 5.0 10.0 9.5 9.9 3.0 9.9 47.3 47.3 6
Dudley Sterry 5.0 11.0 10.9 10.0 5.0 4.0 45.9 45.9 6
Andrew Martin 5.0 10.5 11.0 4.0 5.0 8.0 43.5 43.5 6
David Foreshew 10.0 8.0 10.5 8.0 36.5 36.5 4
Andrew Rippon 5.0 7.0 8.0 5.0 10.5 35.5 35.5 5
Simon Groves 5.0 6.5 11.0 5.0 7.0 34.5 34.5 5
Harvey W aters 1.0 9.0 7.0 3.0 11.0 31.0 31.0 5
Dick Bolt 5.0 10.0 5.0 11.0 31.0 31.0 4
Keith Sanders 10.5 10.0 10.1 30.6 30.6 3
Bill Rosten 5.0 5.0 8.9 7.9 26.8 26.8 4
Ian Davis 5.0 0.0 11.0 10.0 26.0 26.0 3
Tris W hite 1.0 10.0 5.0 10.0 26.0 26.0 4
Ross Norman 5.0 9.0 9.9 2.0 25.9 25.9 4
Mike W orkman 5.0 6.0 5.0 9.0 25.0 25.0 4
David Miller 3.0 7.5 0.0 9.4 3.0 22.9 22.9 4
Colin Biles 3.0 R 6.5 10.1 3.0 22.6 22.6 4
Jonathan Toulmin 3.0 8.8 10.6 22.4 22.4 3
Tony Young 4.0 7.9 2.0 8.5 22.4 22.4 4
Nicola W ainwright 3.0 8.0 5.0 4.9 20.9 20.9 4
Nigel Green 9.5 6.0 5.0 20.5 20.5 3
Mark Tooth 5.0 10.3 5.0 20.3 20.3 3
Bryan Phipps 5.0 10.0 5.0 20.0 20.0 3
Dave Sargeant 6.0 6.9 6.9 19.8 19.8 3
Derek Tyler 10.8 R 9.0 19.8 19.8 2
Murray Montgomery-Smith 3.0 5.8 3.0 1.0 7.0 19.8 19.8 5
John Ludford 5.0 9.8 5.0 19.8 19.8 3
John W ilton 8.3 8.4 3.0 19.7 19.7 3
Stephen Kenny 7.8 9.6 1.0 0.0 18.4 18.4 3
Gregor Dixon-Smith 5.0 8.4 5.0 18.4 18.4 3
Robin Preedy 5.0 8.0 5.0 18.0 18.0 3
Gary Browning 10.3 7.5 17.8 17.8 2
Michael Collins 9.5 8.3 17.8 17.8 2
John Looker 5.0 9.3 3.0 17.3 17.3 3
Julian Lack 4.8 0.0 6.6 5.0 0.0 16.4 16.4 3
Dean Partington 3.0 7.5 5.0 15.5 15.5 3
Stuart Harrold 6.0 0.0 6.5 3.0 15.5 15.5 3
Paul Allaway 3.0 3.0 9.3 15.3 15.3 3
Stuart Roach 5.0 9.4 14.4 14.4 2
John Sargeant 3.0 8.3 3.0 14.3 14.3 3
Terry Ball 5.0 9.0 14.0 14.0 2
Barry Clarke 1.0 7.6 5.0 13.6 13.6 3
Sam Payne 8.5 5.0 13.5 13.5 2
Ed Nikel 1.0 8.9 3.0 0.0 12.9 12.9 3
Mark Smith 3.0 8.5 11.5 11.5 2
Malcolm Curnow 6.5 4.9 11.4 11.4 2
Brian Partridge 1.0 0.0 5.0 5.0 11.0 11.0 3
Michael Chatwin 3.0 0.0 7.0 10.0 10.0 2
Russell Clarke 7.0 3.0 R 10.0 10.0 2
Paul Bartleman 5.0 5.0 10.0 10.0 2
David Turner 5.0 5.0 10.0 10.0 2
John Cox 9.5 9.5 9.5 1
Richard Peck 9.5 9.5 9.5 1
Alastair Queen 9.2 9.2 9.2 1
Paul W eston 6.0 3.0 9.0 9.0 2
Nick Farmer 8.6 8.6 8.6 1
Harry Butcher 5.0 0.0 3.0 8.0 8.0 2
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
16h September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
23rd September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
6th October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
13th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC invite 
21st October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
28th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
4th November Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
4th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
10th November Lakeland VSCC * 
10th November  Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 
18th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
25th November Allen BMCC&LCC Championship (C) 
25th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
9th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 
5th January 2008 Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
20th January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
27th January Exmoor North Devon MC Championship (C/M) 
3rd February Cotswold Clouds Stroud MC Championship (C) 
10th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
16th February Northern Fell Side Championship (C/M) 
16th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC * 

24th February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
2nd March Camel Heights Camel Vale ACTC invite 
8th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
9th March March Hare Falcon ACTC invite 
15th March Hereford VSCC * 
21st March Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
23rd March Presidents Camel Vale * 
19th April Kimber MGCC * 
20th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
20th April Scottish VSCC * 
27th April Bovey Down Windwhistle ACTC invite 
27th April Sphinx Cheltenham Championship (M) 
18th May Ilkley Ilkley MC ACTC invite 

17th February Launceston L&NCMC * 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible. 

Please note: 2008 dates are provisional 
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