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B rian Alexander has asked me to 
highlight the Association of 
South West Motor Clubs 
(ASWMC) Classic Reliability 

Trials Championship, so here goes! 
 
“The ASWMC organises its own classic 
reliability trials championship and is 
probably the only regional association to 
do so. The 2010 championship has 14 
rounds, 12 of which are also ACTC 
championship events, with the remaining 
2 being ACTC invite. To join the ASWMC 
championship you simply have to be a 
member of an ASWMC member club. As 
a guide all of the event organisers are 
ASWMC member clubs, but there are 
over 80 member clubs, which should 
cater for most of you! The cost is a mere 
£10. 
 
The championship scoring system is 
predominately on the basis of your class 
performances. 7 points for 1st (or 6 
points if there are fewer than 3 starters in 
the class), then 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 for 2nd to 6th 
places. Also each starter in an event gets 
1 point and a further point for finishing. 
The number of awards available depends 
on the number of registered competitors. 
 
The 2010 ASWMC championship 
calendar has the following events: Clee 
Hills, Exmoor, Cotswold Clouds, 
Chairman’s, Torbay, Kyrle, Ebworth, Taw 

& Torridge, Tarka, Hardy, Allen, Camel 
Classic. See the ACTC website for dates 
and other details. 
 
You can see from this, if your primary aim 
is following the ACTC championship, with 
8 rounds to count you could easily 
include the ASWMC championship. 
Would it be a shame to turn down the 
opportunity for the sake of £10? The 
registration form is on the ACTC website, 
news page. Once registered you will 
receive a registration card and a copy of 
the ASWMC yearbook. For competitors 
with an email address regular 
championship results will be sent 
throughout the season.” 
 
So, a final word from me. This edition of 
Restart is jam packed with good copy 
and has gone to 52 pages, BUT once 
again I am short of photos. If Jonathan 
had not gone to photograph the Allen it 
would have been even worse. As I have 
said before we cannot rely on the likes of 
Dave Cook, good as he is (remember 
Derek Hibbert?) Thanks to the drivers/
riders who sent some shots waiting for 
sections. I am not expecting drivers/riders 
to take great action shots themselves, as 
they are busy competing, but hopefully 
for organisers, friends, family, hangers 
on…… whomever to help! How many 
more times do I have to mention 
this??? 
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T his quarter I start with the good 
news. Last time out I put two 
“wanted” ads in this piece to 
appeal for volunteers and I am 

very please to be able to report that within 
24 hours of the magazine dropping 
through your letterboxes both positions 
had been filled. I am therefore pleased to 
welcome Brian Partridge as the new vice-
chairman of ACTC and to publicly express 
my gratitude to Dean Partington for 
picking up the task of developing our 
“Quaife Diff Finder”. Looking back at 2009, 
the last year of the decade has been a 
mixed one for our sport. We lost the 
Northern Trial as they change their 
organizing team, but we gained the 
Torbay Trial as a returnee in place of the 
Exe Valley Trial. The Northern is back this 
year, and I hope that as many of you as 
can will support this event. On the down 
side, once again the Hardy did not run. 
 
Following the cancelation of this year’s 
Hardy Trial the Stewards of the ACTC 
Championship convened to discus the 
future of this event. The event has been 
organised by Woolbridge only twice in the 
last six years. (2006 & 2008) Tony Young 
stepped in to rescue the event in 2005. 
ACTC has always had the belief that ours 
is a quality championship, and the poor 
track record that Woolbridge has shown 
does not reflect this quality approach. 
ACTC’s concern has been expressed to 
Woolbridge, and an offer of help has been 
extended. Alas, no response has been 
received from the club. It has therefore 
been decided that the Hardy will NOT 
form a part of the 2010 championship. 
This was not an easy decision to make, as 
the history of this event goes back prior 

even to the formation of ACTC itself and 
the trial does run in an area not otherwise 
visited by our sport, but the stewards feel 
that championship contenders need to be 
able to plan their season, and to be able 
to rely on events taking place as 
scheduled. I would hope that Woolbridge 
will organise the event this year, as part of 
the ASWMC championship, and that it will 
return to stability over the next couple of 
years and that we will be able to welcome 
it back into our championship in 2012. 
 
Without wishing to steal Chris Phillips 
thunder elsewhere in this issue, I would 
like to offer my congratulations to Paul 
Bartleman who seems to have dominated 
the events this year, and taken the 
Wheelspin trophy in convincing style. 
Normally the talk at the Camel Trial is of 
“will he / won’t he” but not this time. I 
came second to Paul on the Camel, yet 
the points gap between us was three 
times as many as on the previous 
weekend’s Allen where I was a lowly 18th. 
I must also congratulation James 
Shallcross who was awarded the “Wait 
Until Next Year” trophy in 2008. The 
stewards of the championship who decide 
on these awards privately refer to this 
trophy as “the kiss of death” award as the 
recipient seems usually to go on to have a 
dreadful season but this time James has 
proved us right for a change and gone on 
to take a place in the Crackington awards 
list. 
 
During the autumn, the research into the 
ways of detecting limited slip diffs, 
especially those of the Quaiffe variety, 
continued, and as part of the 
experimentation a front wheel drive car so 
fitted was entered in one of the events 
with the foreknowledge of the organisers, 
but not the awareness of the other 
competitors. It was clear from the word go 
that this car was streets ahead of its 
classmates and plainly a vehicle of a very 
different hue. Arguably such dominance 
would make it easier to spot a car so 
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A  Happy New trialling year to you 
all, climb every hill, stop astride 
every line and get away from 
every restart! 

 
What a pleasant surprise, after the pleas 
in the last 'Restart', Simon received 
volunteers for the job of vice-chairman 
and someone to build the differential 
tester. Brian Partridge is the new vice-
chairman and Dean Partington has agreed 
to build a diff test machine. Well done 
men! 
 
I have not had my Troll out on a trial since 
the Edinburgh due to a number of clashing 

commitments. So the Exeter will be my 
next event and I hope it will warm up a 
little as it was a very cold minus six 
degrees outside my house last night. The 
only good thing about this cold weather is 
it hardens up all the mud. 

Sect’
s 

Spin 

equipped, but it would rely on someone 
actually making a formal protest if the 
fitting of the dodgy diff were to be denied. 
On the other hand, whilst the car was 
better than the other FWDs, it was not 
better than those with rear wheel drive (or 
so I am told).  
 
This resulted in my being accosted by the 
combined might of all of class 1 at the 
finish of the last event of the season with 
what to my mind was definitely a left of 
field idea. One of the problems that all the 
FWD cars have is getting a strong final 
drive. The vast majority of rear wheel drive 
cars can buy a Fack diff or a modified 
Transit diff. The VW fraternity can obtain 
four planet wheel diff assemblies from any 
number of aftermarket suppliers. When 
the final drive in a FWD car lets go it’s not 
just the final drive that is destroyed, but 
the resulting destruction tends to take the 
whole gearbox with it resulting in the need 
for a very expensive rebuild. The 
argument that the FWD mafia came up 
with is that if they were allowed to use 
Quaiffe diffs, the cost of such a unit would 
be less than the cost of a single 
commercial gearbox rebuild. In addition 
such cost would be reclaimable if the 
owner wanted to give up trialling as the 
Quaiffe unit could be resold to any number 

of interested parties, whilst a bespoke 
trials’ legal four planet wheel assembly 
would have a somewhat smaller appeal. 
 
On the other hand, any newcomer to the 
sport would be obliged to purchase one of 
these units almost before they started 
competing and if they didn’t then the 
distance between them and the current 
top exponents would be even further than 
it is at the moment. At least there would 
be an easy answer to the question of what 
the newcomer needed to do to try to catch 
up. One also has to consider the problem 
of what happens to people whose vehicle 
does not appear in Mr Quaiffe’s catalogue. 
Such a change would be a major 
alteration of the current trials organiser’s 
philosophy and would have to come with 
some major “quid pro quos”. Class 1 
would have to lose some if not all of its 
current differentials (if you’ll pardon the 
pun). Out would have to go preferential 
start lines, out would have to go generous 
tyre pressure allowances and in would 
come more restarts. Whether or not to 
implement such a significant change is not 
a decision that is going to be made 
overnight, but I think that it is important 
that the idea is aired and all parties get a 
chance to express their opinions both for 
and against.  Let us know what you think. 
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I am really amazed at the popularity of 
class 0 on the Exeter; I think its 89 entries, 
a very large proportion of the trial. One 
may assume that if there was not a class 
0 then a large proportion of these people 
would not enter the trial. It would be nice 
to have more ACTC one day trials cater 
for class 0 but I know from experience 
with running a class 0 on the Kyrle Trial it 
stretched our organisation just a little too 
far. If only there were  more people out 
there willing to marshal. 
 
Well done to all the ACTC award winners 
and to Chris Phillips for working out all the 
results. I am, of course very biased, but its 
nice to see a well-driven Troll at the top 
again. 
 
I have been well impressed with the speed 
in which the MSA has been issuing the 
2010 competition licences. I did not make 
my application online, I just filled in the 
form and sent it off with my cheque and 
received my licence within one week 
despite the rush of Christmas mail. 
 
You may recall that the FIA had millions of 
dollars from the fine it imposed on 
McLaren earlier this year. Well they have 
spent some of it on safety. I was invited to 
attend an FIA/MSA Officials Safety 
Seminar in Coventry early in December. A 
complete day with lunch and travelling 
expenses provided! There were delegates 
from thirteen countries at the seminar and 
professional clerks of course from 
Silverstone, Thruxton and the Spanish F1 
GP. The seminar was chaired very 
enjoyably by Stuart Turner, with six first 
class speakers. 
 
The topics covered included safety 
statistics, role of the Environmental Health 
Officer, communications with the media, 
links between motor sport and road safety, 
role of the event safety officer and judicial 
proceedings. As might have been 
expected the seminar was mainly geared 
to circuit racing and special stage rallies. 

In fact many delegates were really 
surprised when I stated that if you were 
the clerk of the course for any form of trial, 
autotest or navigation rally you did not 
have to be licensed by the MSA. 
 
However some of the discussions were 
really thought provoking from a trials 
angle, especially on risk, environment 
safety officers and dealing with the media. 
When it was recommended that all events 
should have a crisis plan and a place for 
the crisis team to meet with phone, fax 
and email available I thought of how you 
could do this on the side of a wet hill in the 
middle of the night with no mobile phone 
reception. It is not easy for us trials’ 
organisers but perhaps its time to think 
about it. 
 
Especially important was dealing with the 
media and it was stated that if you had an 
incident and did not tell the media then the 
media would just make up a story. The 
worse thing you can say to the media is 
`no comment'. Thankfully I do not think 
there has ever been a really bad incident 
on a classic trial, but for our own good all 
organisers should think about how they 
would handle one. It was again flagged up 
how dangerous to any form of motor sport 
internet forums and You Tube can be. The 
anti motor sport brigade monitor all these 
forums and such to use against our sport. 
 
We split into a number of small groups to 
come up with some recommendations. 
The MSA have been asked to standardise 
on some generic risk assessments and 
guide lines for officials especially in the 
grass roots motor sport. 
 
I hope to see some of your smiling faces 
at the club supper at the end of the Exeter  
 
 

Stuart Harrold 
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Exmoor Clouds Trial 18/10/09 
by Julia Browne 

 

M ikey started his day by loading 
the reluctant Wasp onto the 
trailer under the early morning 
street lights. Twice it jumped off 

and threw the ramps onto the road, and 
there was a lot of clanging and swearing. 
I'm still waiting for our neighbours to have 
go at me about waking them up at 5.30 on 
a Sunday morning.  Do they really think 
we sounded happy about it either? We 
reached Raleigh's Cross at a still-dark 
o'clock and, to our surprise, found frost on 
the grass. Hmm, don't think I'm wearing 
enough... 
 
We got scrutineered, Dick Hutchins giving 
the Wasp a good shake and joking about, 
“Anything falling off this one? Apart from 
you?” Or maybe he wasn't joking. 
Scrutineering was followed by a delay for 
signing on while Les nipped back to 
Williton to get the paperwork. In the end 
we were started only about 15 minutes 
late but it was all a bit of a last minute 
rush. And with five sidecars riding close 
together, two of them vying for ACTC 
championship (Red Rose Bowl) points, 
the day was set to be violently 
competitive. 
 
The sections were more or less in reverse 
order to last year, with some new ones 
thrown in and (allegedly) the roughest old 
ones taken out. More of that later! 
 
Green was a nice little section in a lane 
that all us chairs cleaned, and the restart 
on Felon's Oak was the least of our 
problems. Mikey and I started to mess up 
on the third section, a steady climb on 
long frosted grass, when we drifted the 
wrong side of the markers and Mikey 
didn't notice. And having left a black line 
up the hill, we lured at least a couple of 
the solos up the wrong side of the tracks, 
too. Sorry, Buster... That's one Claire 
cleaned, though! 

The special test at Maddocks was a bit 
controversial. We got there well before the 
marshals, so had a look at where we had 
to go and as one, all the sidecars agreed 
we wouldn't make the deviation up the wet 
bank to line B. When the marshals 
appeared they were slightly mobbed and 
to prevent any unseemliness they moved 
line B for us, and put it back for the solos. 
Believe me that saved several hours' 
delay so early in the trial. 
 
Lux was one of the new sections, started 
in a pleasant little green lane, then 
deviated hard right through the hedge... or 
so it seemed. Yoshi went up last of us, 
and having seen four lines that hadn't 
worked, he found a less wrong line and 
got another marker further up than anyone 
else. 
 
And so to Aville, scene of great terror, 
wheelspin, lurching and very close trees 
last year. We almost repeated the 
successful attack this year, although with 
a bit less terror, but at the 2 marker the 
font end bounced and put us across the 
section for a fail. Well that was 
disappointing, and the clutch complained 
but we did a good restart from that point 
and got out the top of the section. Aville 
Ball, immediately after it, was even worse 
and words were... expressed... about my 
positioning in the chair. Well I know that if 
the driver berates the monkey, the 
monkey's job is to take it. Besides, I'd just 
failed us the section so I wasn't in a strong 
position to argue about it! 
 
Another new section, Lawns, took place in 
the rolling, palatial fields in front of 
Dunster House, complete with roaming 
herd of English Longhorns (cattle, 'k?) The 
cow-pack galloped across the field and up 
the section, moving in beautiful unison like 
a flock of birds. Then a deer and young 
'un bounded across the field in front of us. 
It looked like the section might be less of a 
problem than stock dodging! Anyway... 
after we'd failed the section at about the 
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same point that all the other sidecars 
failed it, (Ian and Gary holding a brilliant 
drift as they vanished out of sight around 
the turn, we were sure they must have 
cleaned it) we headed back towards the 
road, and as we crossed the field, the 
cow-pack returned in full thunder. We 
managed to split the herd safely and didn't 
look back, but by crikey they were cattle 
on a mission! 
 
Through Minehead via refuelling and we 
were on our way to Lena's.  Lena's is 
almost impossibly steep, a wide sweeping 
track with a nasty little kink off the main 
track into the trees near the top. We had a 
long wait here, and even once the section 
was opened, Mikey and I sat and watched 
the first three chairs come back down, and 
have to take a fast run up the main track 
just to get out of the top. Not good... In the 
event, we got quite along way into the 
deviation before the Wasp started rearing 
and stuffed us into a tree.  I'd meekly (!) 
positioned myself where I was told, and 
we even managed to get going again after 
we'd stopped. Not having to return to the 
start and take a run at it was some 
consolation. Yoshi cleaned the damned 
thing, of course. I blame myself for 
reminding him that he'd cleaned it on the 
Westcott last year, which thought had 
cheered him up enormously. 
 
On our way to Pin Quarry we passed the 
runners on the Exmoor Stagger, a fifteen-
mile run from Minehead, over Dunkery 
Beacon. The fastest bloke will be running 
for about 2 hours, the slowest for nearly 
five. It isn't significantly harder than the 
Exmoor Clouds, and you get a t-shirt for 
finishing... 
 
The Pin Quarry special test was a nice 
little hoolie up a track, spin around a cone, 
and back down, and then we were off 
through Winsford to Ski Slope. Silly name. 
No sidecars got up Ski Slope this year. 
Mikey and I tried a radical tactic, though, 
putting the chair in the left hand bank, thus 

forcing the weight onto the drive wheel. It 
didn't work because we couldn't maintain 
that position in time and space. 
 
We had a nice long ride through Kings 
Woods to the next section, where we were 
held again waiting for the section to open. 
Once allowed to start we failed at the 
restart rocks, I mean box. Several other 
sidecars got further up than we did. Still 
disappointed, we had a nice long ride out 
through the woods. Following Yoshi and 
Sarah, I was really impressed with how 
they flew along so effortlessly, the 
suspension working with them, while 
Mikey and I had to work our little butts 
ragged to keep pace with them on a Wasp 
that's a mere thirty years older... 
 
Middleton used to be an early section; this 
year it was a late one. We cleaned the 
bog and spun up around the corner to a 
clean. Good. Finally. And then, we were 
mightily pleased to clean the bog again on 
the way out, having seen first Yoshi, and 
then Geoff get handsomely stuck trying to 
leave the section. 
 
By the time we got to Eastern Wood the 
end was in sight and daylight was fading. 
You drop down and down through the 
woods to the centre of the earth and then 
climb sharply up to the start of the section. 
The section is steep, fairly rough and tree 
rooty, and very, very long. We got up it 
OK, although with a bit of breath holding, 
and eventually all five sidecars were at the 
top debating the way out. The only way 
was down... 
 
We're local and we walk in these woods 
quite a bit, and so I'd seen Hook Hill fairly 
recently and decided No Way could they 
use it as a section, far too deeply washed 
out, only one just-possible line for a 
sidecar, and anyway, hadn't we been told 
the worst sections wouldn't be in this 
year? That's the last time I shall believe 
that. 
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We went up first and ran out of talent on 
the right-hander, but stayed pretty much 
out of the gulley. As we turned around 
Mikey thinks he saw another just-possible 
line so we'll try that one next year. Ian and 
Gary were next up, a completely banzai 
attack on a line for certain death which 
ended suddenly when the front dropped 
into the gulley and pinged Gary out over 
the front of the chair. Yoshi exercised his 
right to ignore my advice and went up the 
left side. He got further than I'd expected 
but still ended up on his side in the gulley. 
Geoff and Mechelle repeated our line with 
a similar result, and Al and John got quite 
a long way around the corner on the right 

hand side before they stopped. No chairs 
got beyond the 9 board. 
 
But at least it was all over now and, faintly 
exhausted, we headed back to the finish. 
We signed off and – vague 
disappointment continues – didn't even 
get a finisher's certificate, and certainly not 
our plastic trophy for last year's win, which 
we knew we wouldn't be able to repeat 
and was the main reason we'd come back 
this year! Pot hunters, bah. 
 
The Exmoor Clouds' reputation as a 
toughie remains, and it may even be 
getting bigger. 

Exmoor Clouds Trial 
by Peter Jones Suzuki X90 

 

S unday morning dawned and the 
weather promising. I set off from 
home with navigator Robert Stone 
at 8am. A very sensible time as I 

only live about 10 minutes away from 
Raleghs Cross. This was my first Exmoor 
Clouds Trial. Soon at the start and lined 
up for a painless scrutineering we signed 
on and ready to go. As we waited I 
contemplated what lay ahead having read 
previous accounts of this trial. We were 
soon sent on our way by chief marshal 
Nigel Winkworth. We made our way down 
to Roadwater then turned towards 
Luxborough and onto section 1. 
 
Section 1 Green 
Made an acute right turn down to the start 
of section 1, which turned out to be a very 
pleasant easy section to start the day. 
Were we being lulled into a false sense of 
security? 
 
Section 2 Felons 
Again a narrow hard track with a restart 
for all classes normally not a great fan of 
restarts but this one suited the X90 — so 
far so good. 

Section 3 Slowley 
Up across a field with a hard track passing 
a collection of rural artefacts on route to 
the start. The section started on a slippery 
grass field with a few tight turns around 
small tress and gorse finishing up a 
slippery slope and another clear. (There 
has to be a catch further on) 
 
Special test 1 Maddocks 
After a climb up across a field to the this 
test which started up a slight incline and 
reverse up a left track to stop astride line 
B then a short burst to stop astride line 
C — on up the track & down the blow up 
the tyres and proceed to the next stage. 
 
Section 4 Lux 
This was a short muddy up hill section 
with a tight right turn, which for the 
standard cars proved to be a stopper. 
 
Section 5 Aville 
Turned into Knowle Lane, I had often 
wondered where this road went. Turned 
into the woods to join a queue, had a 
wander up to the start to have a look, 
most cars seem to go up the section only 
to return. We soon got to the start, pulled 
away and made quite rapid progress 
snaking our way up through the trees only 
to collect a large stick jamming under the 
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car which brought a halt to progress at 
gate 2. (That is my excuse for stopping) 
As we came back down we stopped to 
watch the X90 of Brian Alexander he was 
making progress but seemed to go off 
course and get stuck. On the way up to 
see 6 we could see the MG of Steve 
Kingstone who came to a halt at gate 2. 
 
Section 6 Aville Ball 
Further up in the same woods we followed 
on behind Brian Alexander also in an X90. 
We watched as he made light work of the 
steep loose stony section. The pressure 
now on to also clear this section. We 
cleared the section but we seemed to 
struggle mid way, back down the hill we 
could see the MG midget of Steve 
Kingstone still stuck fast on section 5. 
 
We travelled on down through the old 
market streets of Dunster to the Dunster 
Showground fields. 
 
Section 7 Dunster Lawns 
Set on a steep grass bank we let the tyres 
down the start marshal kept beckoning us 
to the start it appeared the starter has just 
acquired an X90 and was keen to extract 
information as to what mods I had carried 
out. After he threatened to score me a 12 I 
relented and passed on some info. We set 
off at a good rate of knots and some how 
slide around a tight left turn and onwards 
and upwards to score a lucky 5. Back 
down to the level part of the field to try and 
find a cow pat free area to pump up the 
tyres. 
 
Section 8 Lena's 
We had travelled via Minehead sea front 
and town centre - very tempted to stop for 
an Ice cream. Back to the Porlock road 
and shortly turned into the woods where 
we had many times raced a 4 x 4 comp 
safari vehicle, so very nice to see them at 
a slightly slower pace. We lined up at the 
bottom of the steep section (which I 
normally race downwards) got off to a 
good start near the top of the hill a right 

turn, through 2 trees which seemed quite 
narrow at the time then a quick left turn 
back onto the main track and finish. Back 
down through the woods and came across 
the stricken Volvo of Alan Black who had 
lost all drive. Along with many others we 
managed to push the car to one side. 
 
Special Test 2 Pin Quarry 
Dropping off the road onto a track to join 
the queue. Everybody was watching the 
action as cars struggled to stop astride 
line D on the slippery grass. We started on 
line A and shot up the track turn left 
astride line B and reverse across the track 
to stop astride line C then down the track 
onto the grass to try and stop astride line 
D. Off down through Winsford the section 
9 called the Ski Slope and driving into the 
field I could see why. 
 
Section 9 Ski Slope 
We let the tyres down and lined up, we 
watched the 2 previous cars of Adrian 
Dommett and Keith Sanders clear, so I 
thought there could be a slight chance to 
get to the summit. We shot off the line and 
scrabbled up the hill through the restart 
then due to lack of ground clearance we 
came to a halt gate 5 now for an 
interesting reverse down trying to keep 
straight - blow up the tyres and off to 
section 10 just below Brompton Regis. 
 
Section 10 Kings 
At Kings Wood we had quite a good drive 
through the woods to reach the start. We 
left the start line and turned right over tree 
roots then proceeded along to a long right 
up hill turn which had been washed out 
exposing tree roots momentarily we 
struggled but slowly edged our way to get 
a clear. Out of the woods and off to the 
next section. 
 
Section 11 Middleton 
Down a long hard track we turned left 
towards the start, stopped on the right 
side of the track and got stuck after much 
spinning and shunting I managed to get 
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The 2009 Tamar Trial 
by Murray Montgomery-Smith 

 

O ne of the perks of having 
children, who live in the 
southwest, is having a place to 
stay when the trial happens to 

be miles away from your own house. So a 
pleasant trip down to Okehampton on 
Saturday 24th October with the Marlin was 
followed up with a comfortable evening 
meal and refreshment. This time no 
problems occurred with the car unlike the 
previous occasion when on arriving in 
Okehampton for the Exe Valley Trial I had 
a load of water coming from the water 
pump and therefore a DNS. 
 
My son in law – Phil was bouncing for me 
and so a not too early start saw us at the 
cattle market where Pete and Carlie Hart 
were scrut’in us, no problems, and left our 
entry for the Allen Trial with Carlie just in 
case the postal situation got worse. Had a 
breakfast and chatted to various people 
including Bill and Liz Bennett who were 
wondering how dark it was going to be for 
them towards the end as they were tail-
end-charlies. 

 
We got away and immediately had to get 
our brain(s) into gear as the first turn to 
Crackington was quickly found to be 
incorrect and 20 yards further the correct 
turning was made. A few others made a 
similar mistake eh Beccy! First section 
was slightly different as at first we thought 
we were going into someone’s garden, but 
with a nod from the owner or renter we 
followed a track down to the section, 
which was a bit, muddy and long but not 
too problematical. 
 
Second section was Crakington with a 
restart for us. Always think to myself when 
doing this on the Lands End how glad I 
don’t have the restart, so slightly 
apprehensive at the start, but in fact it was 
quite grippy and not horrendously cut up, 
so we were OK here. 
 
Section 3, New Langleys, and we were 
seeing various class 8s having some 
problems here, was rather a good section 
with a sharp turn on a steep slope and 
then a good climb up to a point where it 
just got too steep for us, got a 4, we 
believe. Nice tractor pulled us out with no 
trouble. 

back onto the hard track to await my turn. 
We got to the sticky start line — set off 
down a short slope through a stream and 
stopped shortly afterwards stuck in the 
thick wet clay - managed to reverse out 
and scrabble up the escape route. Now 
onto what turned out to be the last section. 
 
Last section 
Back near the start we turned left down a 
long track, which zigzagged down through 
the woods and up the other side. We 
queued at the start to watch cars 
disappear up through the woods with 
some returning. We were behind Colin 
Biles MG Midget. Colin left the start line 
only to stop before all 12 gates. This made 
me a little wary of the start but we left the 

start line quite well and climbing the hill 
quite rapidly. The finish line was in sight 
but the last few yards suddenly turned 
very rutted and slippery — disappointedly 
we finished at the 2nd gate, then for a 
very tricky reverse down until we were 
able to turn around. At the bottom we 
stopped to watch the X90 of Brian 
Alexander climb the hill only to stop at the 
10th gate. We then travelled back to 
Raleighs Cross to sign off. 
 
I would like to thank Minehead Motor Club 
for a very enjoyable day's trialling. The 
route was very well marked and well 
organised I look forward to next year’s 
Exmoor Clouds. 
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Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 

Air bottle repairs & refills 
Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 

Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 
 

If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 

 
4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 

Junction 10, M5 
Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

 

A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN    ULTRABURN UNIT  NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 
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Scarsick with a restart was OK, having to 
clear a line B in 10 secs, perhaps if it had 
been wetter this could have been a little 
more challenging? 
 
The first special test had a load of water to 
plough through, but I went steadily as a 
stream of water injection via the Webbers 
was not on my list today. 
 
Section 7 Barretts Mill was definitely a 
good section being rocky and fairly rough, 
and it made the suspension work for its 
living. 
 
Mineview was a good section as well, 
having to negotiate a tight turn to the left 
then up a slippery slope through trees and 
then a blast up last steep slope, made a 2 
here, nearly made it just needed a little 
more speed, but the tree before the slope 
was all present! and Marlins are great at 
under steering. 
 
Both Phil and I did this trial a few years 
ago but we really could not remember any 
of the hills so far, but we did remember 
Angel Steps as Arnie got up that time in 
his Melos, and I think he was the only 
class 7 to do so, therefore we knew it was 
difficult. Blow me down I was pathetic! I 
got to the restart and let clutch in gently 
and nearside wheel immediately spun, not 
the slightest inclination to move forwards 
at all. I gather from Pete Hart who was 
spectating that the answer was to let it all 
hang out and also bounce like the devil, 
as did Robert Williams in his Dutton and 
also Martin Burnard in his Dutton, but the 
biggest grin was on Ray Goodright’s face 
who got up with a puncture to boot! A cup 
of tea and a pasty were our reward. 

 
The Eastcottdown sections came next and 
really nice sections within the woods 
where the sections had a good length and 
steepness, though surprisingly grippy 
even with a few good muddy patches. The 
bikes must have liked these. Second 
special test where all went OK, Section 13 

Lewwood had a restart for us and this was 
more grippy than expected and all OK. We 
were in company with Paul Tucker in his 
Marlin and as he was a local man it was 
useful to follow him as we did miss the 
odd turning at times, especially at this 
point and eventually found The Ramps, 
this was a steep section going up and 
down, we got a 4 here.  
 
Section 15 Lee Quarry was slippery and 
steep with a diversion which was pretty 
impossible for us, the return and the climb 
out using the route the other classes has 
to follow was good though! Martin in his 
Melos had a problem with the gearbox 
here, but somehow he got out of the 
section as we came across them on the 
road where the engine was crying enough! 
 
Last section Park impossible I’m afraid 
lived up to just that, got to the restart and 
nothing great happened so grabbed 2nd 
gear and still nothing happened except we 
went backwards, hey ho. Paul Bartleman 
in his Troll was the only clean climb of the 
car field here, and seeing as he also didn’t 
fail any of the other sections he came first 
overall –very well done. 
 
Signed off at the finish, which seemed 
more like a wedding reception place, but 
still a beer was enjoyed and an easy trip 
back to Okehampton and another good 
nosh up. Many thanks to the Petes for 
their sterling efforts to provide us a 
splendid day’s sport and to the marshals, 
many thanks 

Just a reminder….. 
 

MAC’s Clee Hills Trial 
in beautiful Shropshire, 

24th January 2010 
 

www.actc.org.uk/news for SRs 
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The 2009 Tarka Trial 
by Stephen Bailey 

 

W ell during the night it 
bucketed down. Seven 
o’clock and scrutineering was 
at the Cedars, with Dick & 

Chris Lidstone doing a good job here. 
Twenty solo bike, eight sidecar and 
fourteen car entries. Still raining, however 
the TV promised it would stop very soon 
and it did look a bit brighter, so I went 
back to the room and dispensed with the 
extra layer of waterproofs. 
 
The first section also used on the Exmoor 
trial was OK. I was on the Beta as 
opposed to the Velocette, which I am 
giving a year off. However then came 
section 2, Heaton somewhere down a 
hidden valley of a track that time has 
forgotten. A struggle to get to the start 
through a deep gully, which was not wide 
enough for feet and bike at the same time. 
Then on to Sugworthy where on the road 
the rain decided it had enough of messing 
about and chucked an entire week’s worth 
down in a couple of minutes. Jacket and 
boots were as waterproof as blotting-
paper. Mmmmm. Note to self......... 
 
Onto the grass field.... errrr make that a 
grass lake. Queued up to take a go at the 
first special water feature errrr special test. 
only to watch Paul Exon gently face-plant 
himself and his Beta into the surface. It 
was OK for me though. Then onto a nice 
wooded section at the lower quarter (Ten 
out of ten for the person that set this one 
up). Really nice. And out to do more 
sliding on another test and then out 
through the gate. Weren’t there hot drinks 
in the barn last year? By that time the first 
of the cars were splashing through the 
gate 
 
It was blowing up to force six to seven and 
Jill Ollis (who somehow was now in front 
due to my ability to take wrong turns at the 
merest attempt to read my road-book) 

spotted a folded in half sign stuck to a 
village-green post. ‘’Deviation for Tarka 
Trial follow signs’’ 
 
Ah.... But what sort of signs? (The route 
out of the second section had been 
marked by a piece of paper the size of a 
Christmas stamp hanging off a twig.) so 
we scoured the hedges en-route. Finding 
none we came to the main road where 
right. A mile down this road a lady ran up 
to us waving her arms shouting that a tree 
was down and we would have to turn back 
and go through Burrington. Not even 
questioning who she was we attempted 
that. (Was she part of the trial? An 
organiser? A trial saboteur?).  
 
And promptly got lost till we spied a 
bunch? Group? Of what could have been 
competitors disappearing down a lane off 
to our left, on a crossroads that was 
signed for straight on. However a large 
(make that huge) pickup truck was 
backing up out of the lane so while we 
waited, more joined and we decided 
straight on as the best way to proceed. 
Lost again would we ever see the finish let 
alone the next section? Now also joined 
by Al Lidgate and passenger John Webb 
on their outfit and Buster Griffin on his 
Honda we all were directed correctly. Well 
done chaps. 
 
Section six, Hill Head, we were joined by 
Keith Johnston on his Triumph. Twisty & 
muddy up and down & seven, Spittle, 
through a small raging torrent of a 
brook.... However at section eight, 
Oakwell. sidecars and cars straight up the 
X route... solos up the Y route..... 
Mmmmm, The Y route had more mud. 
What a surprise... A lot more mud.... A lot 
more deep mud.... Then at the restart a 
large holly tree jumped out in front of me 
and despite my best efforts I managed to 
go through the centre of it and out the 
other side.... At least the jacket was 
reasonably thorn-proof 
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Following numerous deviations all 
unintentional I found I was now running as 
the last bike. Section nine, Quarry. What 
were they quarrying here? Oh maybe it 
was a different type of quarry. The cars 
were now in the queue.. Leslie Newell, 
Kevin Speed. Nice Buggy there. Leading 
the way and having an impromptu picnic. 
Sidecar teams were waved forward in 
front of the solos most to reappear back 
after five or so minutes with tales of a 
huge pit of slime into which they drove 
and stayed there. And then Holdridge. A 
nice dry stone track for a change. 
However I could not figure how any of the 
cars were to get into the section, as 
between them there was an acute right 
angle drop into another mud pit pretending 
to be a track, both being about forty 
degrees in accent to each other. We learnt 
later that a couple of cars were stuck 
either in the previous section or in the lane 
junction. I hope they are out by now! 
 
Then on to Walscott. (Still picking bits of 
holly out of various places.) Down an ever 
steepening and narrowing and darker 
lane. Section was then down a white-rapid 
waterfall. I expected to see rafts being 
furiously paddled past me on the way 
down. Yes down.... Yes.....  
 
Then up to High Bray. (Where is Johnny 
Kingdom these days?). Almost normal in 
comparison to the last hills. Still rocky and 
a bit slimy though. And onto.... 
 
Lewis Bank. Down another dark narrowing 
lane to what is a steep bit of meadow. 
Now I always think if you are going up 
something like this the exit route should 
be somewhat less steep. However the 
way down was in effect the same bit as 
up. Yes it was reasonably foreseeable. 
Unfortunately Jill was the one to come 
back down quicker than she went up. A lot 
quicker. The car crews that had 
assembled at the start line and I watched 
as the quick decent of Jill could only result 
in one thing.  

I went across the bridge to help and it was 
obvious that she had a dislocated 
shoulder and concussion. An ambulance 
was called, Jill having to be got to the top 
of the lane. About three quarters of an 
hour later the trial resumed.  
 
Up Beccott then on to Montys where I had 
a chat with Terry Mattin who was 
marshalling on the restart line then and 
Hurscott and sign off at The Cedars. Then 
with Keith to contact Jill’s husband and 
make sure everything that could be done 
was. Jill was taken to hospital where she 
had her arm relocated and is OK. Her bike 
and items were collected up by Stewart 
Ayre. Cheers. 

 
ACTC members have 
been invited to compete 
in the Falcon Motor 
Clubs ‘March Hare 
Classic Trial’ on Sunday 
7th March 2010. 
 
Regulations will be 
available on the Falcon 
website from mid 
January at http://
falconmotorclub.
googlepages.com/
eventregulations or 
direct from David 
Maitland at 3A Weston 
Road, Stevenage, 
Herts., SG1 3RH  
Tel. 01438 210793 
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2009 Tarka Trial, the trial with a 
difference! 

by Brian Alexander 
 

V ery little of the Tarka trial follows 
orthodox procedure, but it always 
turns out to be a great event 
nevertheless. The route card 

features an amazing variety of typefaces 
and symbols and is a challenge in itself, 
but is at least easily read and once 
mastered provides great detail including a 
description of the type of terrain to be 
encountered on each section. My latest 
navigator, Barry True (another Fiat 850 
exponent!) was unsurprisingly a little 
confused at first but once tuned in coped 
very well. 
 
Refreshingly we found that class 5 were 
starting at the front of the field, a welcome 
change from our usual ”lantern rouge” 
position. I have always wondered why 
classes do not run in their numerical order 
of capability, i.e. 1-8. I am not convinced 
by the theory that lower classes are 
always the cause of delays, they are now 
in the minority anyway and it seems 
illogical to subject the least competitive 
classes to the (normally) toughest 
conditions at the rear of the entry. Class 7 
and 8 surely need the greatest challenge. 
Another benefit must be a tendency to 
keep the trial together, with less need for 
marshals to hang about for stragglers. 
 
From our point of view it was a plus to be 
running with our rival Suzuki X90, that of 
Peter Jones, which had so convincingly 
trounced us in the Exmoor Clouds two 
weeks earlier, getting within 10 marks of 
the all conquering Reliant of Keith 
Sanders. This at last proving that these 
cars can be quite competitive, as well as 
bombproof. What really surprised me 
however was that Peter is at a loss to 
know why he did so well, as nothing new 
had been done to the car, he was carrying 
little ballast and still running on his by now 

well worn general XP tyres. All of which 
leaves me with no valid excuses 
whatsoever!  
 
However some confidence was restored 
at the first restart of the day at Kingscott 
where we managed to get away OK to 
pick up a six point lead over our rival on 
the very first section, However as the only 
other car to fail this restart was the class 6 
Beetle of Brian and Kirsty Andrews, I 
suspect it was just a case of his stopping 
in the wrong place.  
 
Moving on to Sugworthy we were 
confused to find a third blue Suzuki 
parked in the field, which turned out to be 
that of Holsworthy’s Richard Tappin. 
These things are definitely catching on. 
The Holsworthy club alone now have four 
(all the same colour!) The first timed test 
here went rather well, we took three 
seconds out of the other Suzuki and were 
only beaten by Bryn Corfield’s Shopland 
for FTD. 
 
Not so good in Foxy Copse, in the corner 
of the field, a very tight and slippery 
section where I understeered into a tree 
and had to stop, collecting an 8. Not too 
much of a disaster, as everyone except 
the two Shoplands failed this one. 
However we had dropped three of our six 
points lead over the Jones’ Suzuki.  
 
I was really going for FTD on the second 
test, Sheeptrack, which finished with a 
straight flat run over slippery grass, here I 
really found momentum, only to find that 
stopping was not an option, and we sped 
past the finish line at seemingly 
undiminished speed, demolishing the 
bollard and very nearly the start marshal 
as well. Even the waiting queue for he test 
was alarmed I imagine! I guess I should 
be old enough to know better, but it is 
always good to provide entertainment! 
 
A fallen tree caused problems with the 
route to the next section, Steve Knight 
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commendably managed do some last 
minute re-routing but this confused one or 
two, and cars were encountered travelling 
in a variety of directions although all 
seemed to eventually arrive at Spittle, an 
interesting section starting downhill 
through a rocky river bed, cleared by 
everyone except the front wheel drive 
Peugeot of Jason Byrom. 
 
Oakwell was a twisting slippery climb 
through woods featuring a restart, which 
defeated half the entry including all of 
class 5. There was a brief lunch halt at the 
Murco petrol station in South Molton and 
then it was on to a long wait at Quarry, a 
challenging section, which was causing 
chaos among the sidecar classes with a 
nastily placed tree on a hump just after the 
start. The Jones’ X90 mastered this 
beautifully and set off into the distance but 
we then had a very long wait before he 
eventually reappeared. The reason for this 
soon became apparent when we set off to 
find a very long increasingly steep and 
rutted section. We ground slowly to a halt 
just before the 2 marker but became firmly 
beached on a half submerged rock in the 
centre of the track when attempting to 
reverse down. We must have been all of 
15 minutes before a willing gang of 
helpers appeared to lift us off and remove 
the offending huge lump of rock before we 
could continue back down. The same fate 
had apparently befallen the Jones’ Suzuki, 
but he had managed to get a little further 
and clawed back another point from us. 
Brian Andrew’s Beetle and Charlie 
Shopland were the only ones to actually 
clear the section, Charlie even coping with 
the restart. 
 
Continuing through the woods we came 
upon Holdridge, an easy climb up a stony 
track with a restart, which apparently 
defeated no one and so on to the 
notorious High Bray. For once there was 
no queue here, but although we stormed 
up the lower slopes, once we encountered 
the savage holes and slippery stone slabs 

all momentum was rapidly lost and we slid 
to a sudden stop. We were actually 
credited with a clean here – some 
confusion among the marshals apparently, 
but fortunately it appears not to have 
affected the class awards. 
 
Arriving at the next section we found that 
the intrepid Jill Ollis had parted company 
with her 225 Yamaha and there was some 
delay while she was transported back up 
the track to the road to meet the 
ambulance, called out from Barnstaple. Jill 
had suffered a suspected dislocated 
shoulder and was apparently suffering 
from shock, but otherwise seemed OK, if a 
trifle confused. 
 
Lewis Bank was through a river and up a 
virtually unclimbable grass bank. In 
common with most others we slid out at 
the 8 marker but Sticker Martin in Arnie’s 
latest Fiat powered class 8 special and 
Charlie Shopland both climbed to a 2. 
 
Beccott was a steepish track alongside 
the same river valley, with a restart very 
near the top. Here we ran back slightly but 
got away on the second attempt incurring 
a 2 penalty as did Stephen Glover in the 
class 6 Beetle. After Beccott we found the 
route card somewhat confusing and made 
some involuntary scenic diversions around 
the North Devon lanes, finally rejoining the 
correct route, but now near the back of the 
field. 
 
The next section, Montys was a quite 
brilliant new one, introduced, I believe by 
Stuart Ayre. It started with a tricky restart 
on a hump followed by a long straight 
climb with a sharp right hand bend onto an 
even steeper final climb. Here we 
achieved an exultant 1, for once the best 
in class 5, tying with Brian Andrew’s 
Beetle and bested only by 4 of the class 8 
specials. However the Suzuki did not 
seem to like the sticky mud of Hurscott, 
the final section of the day, one little bit 
and we had to reverse ingloriously back 
from the six marker. 
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So to the finish at Cedars Lodge where 
the highly efficient team came up with the 
results and awards presentation 
remarkably soon after the last car had 
finished. Overall winner Charlie Shopland 
dropped only 3 points all day, 3 ahead of 
Minehead team mate Bryn Corfield in the 
other Shopland with Sticker Martin, in 
unfamiliar territory in class 8, only a further 
2 points away, class 7 saw Arthur Ell in 
the Fiat powered Marlin the only 
contender with 27 points dropped, 2 less 

than class 6 winners, Brian and Kirsty 
Andrew’s Beetle, but 2 more than David 
Symons in the class 5 winning Reliant 
SS1.and (allegedly) only five ahead of the 
two Suzukis. Regrettably classes 2, 3 and 
4 were not contested but Jason Byrom in 
the Peugeot 205 was the valiant winner of 
class 1 dropping 48 points.  
 
Many thanks to the hard working Steve 
Knight and team for another most 
enjoyable event. 

The Terrific Tarka 
by the West Somerset 

Wanderers 
 

S unday 1st November and four 6 
am alarm clocks ring out, followed 
by mutterings of, “why the hell am 
I doing this?” Wind and rain are 

lashing all around and whichever route we 
take from Minehead to Barnstaple 
involves travelling over Exmoor – good job 
we are going in a van with a trailer!  
 
At the signing on at the Cedars Inn all are 
jolly and friendly in spite of the appalling 
weather – then some two and a half hours 
after our alarm calls all is forgotten as we 
clear Kingscott restart on the first section 
of the 2009 Tarka Trial and we are 
pleased that we made the effort and came 
to the event. 
 
However, having said that, the second 
section was Heaton, an infamous lane and 
notorious for picking up points. Even the 
marshal describes the section as ‘once 
ridden never forgotten’. Then followed 
some special times tests on wet and 
slippery fields. 
 
9am the rain cleared and by 10.30am the 
sun came out ………. briefly.  
 
The Tarka Trial, with its 16 sections has 
11 restarts, which vary between easy and 

impossible and from mud to lose stone, so 
it caters for all abilities. Hill Head and 
Spittle must have sorted out a few riders 
and Quarry had a difficult start and an 
impossible restart, with the sidecar outfits 
failing at the end and several having to 
return. 
 
Walscott was a lovely section, the greatest 
demand being the track down to the start. 
Highbray is always a favourite, but the end 
of the section with wet leaves on wet 
stone requires good control. 
 
Monty’s had a tricky end and Hunscott 
was very heavy going. Come the finish we 
were all smiles, so congratulations must 
go to the organisers and particular thanks, 
of course, to the marshals. Well done to 
all concerned, a good day’s riding. 
 
As we returned home passing through 
North Molton, Withypool and our Winford 
Hill we passed several old RUPPS that we 
have all used for years and the 
conversation inevitably turned to bemoan 
the fact that they now are all but closed 
down. Funny we were out all day and 
didn’t see one rambler – I wonder where 
they all were roaming. Perhaps we should 
start a campaign ‘Right to Ride’. A slightly 
sober end to a great day out – long may it 
continue. 
 

Peter, Andrew, Martin & 
Duncan 
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Trialling a BMW Compact 
by Brian Hampson 

 

I  got “hooked” initially after visiting a 
friend, who was competing in the 2009 
"Exeter Trial", at the breakfast stop. 
Lots of amazing vehicles and friendly 

people! The hook really bit after spectating 
at Crackington on the 2009 "Lands End 
Trial", following which, my son, Alex (aged 
28) and I decided that we just had to have 
a go!  
 
We were contemplating a BMW E30 as 
the likely stead (my son had owned one a 
few years ago and it had always seemed 
strong and unbreakable!) until talking it 
over with my more experienced friend 
[who shall remain nameless, other than 
the fact that he achieved his first 'Gold' on 
the Edinburgh]. He reckoned that a BMW 
Compact would be a better proposition 
due to less overhang front and rear. And 
so it was to be - £650 later and I was the 
proud owner of a 318ti. 
  
The "Testing Trial" was looming up and 
we felt that would be a good place to 
start – so raising the ride height and 
getting some protection underneath were 
the first priorities. Two-inch spacers above 
the McPherson struts gave the front some 
height, but the back was not so 
straightforward with an independent rear 
end.  We decided to leave that alone in 
the short term and see how it went! We 
got a bit carried away with the 10mm alloy 
plate and ended up with 1½ metre 
“toboggan” under the front end and a 
couple of 600mm squares to protect the 
tank under the back seat! A smaller rear 
exhaust box to get some more exit 
clearance and remove the rather low 
bumpers – we were ready – or so I naively 
thought! 
  
Up to the "Testing Trial" and a very 
friendly crowd with loads of advice 
regarding more preparation that would 
help in the future. Two comments that 

stuck in my mind – one I took seriously, 
the other a little less so! The serious 
one [from a very well respected MCC 
'elder'], was that the Compact would look 
a little ”calmer” and less aggressive with 
the bumpers back on – even if they were 
shortened to prevent “digging in” on steep 
approaches/exits. The other suggestion 
was in reply to my question as to how to 
approach the driving on the trial -“Drive it 
like you stole it!” - is still imprinted on my 
brain! We had great fun on the day, learnt 
a great deal and made some good 
friends.   
 
We had realised very quickly that we 
needed more ground clearance at the 
rear – I was pointed in the direction of one 
Dave Turner, and he has been the most 
useful person in helping to develop the 
Compact - particularly with his source of 
longer springs! 
  
T h e  “ E d i n b u r g h ”  w a s  f a s t 
approaching and I’d heard some scary 
tales about this event, so decided that a 
more local outing in Devon would be 
useful for the learning process as my total 
experience had been the Testing Trial.  
 
The "Taw and Torridge" was hard (well, 
very slippery) and we were starting to get 
despondent – would we ever clean a hill! 
The driver clearly needed some serious 
“reprogramming and training”! I should 
add that our daughter’s boyfriend, James, 
had been “loaned” for the day as my 
passenger, and when we finally made the 
top of section 15, the whoops of joy would 
have overshadowed Jenson Button! 
Only Section 16, Holwell Quarry, 
remained – and more pressure –
spectators! Low and behold, this was our 
best section, with James performing in the 
back seat like a man possessed – we 
were ecstatic and happily returned to 
Clovelly to sign off. 
  
And so to the "Edinburgh" with a start time 
of 04:23am and a four-hour drive to the 
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start, we decided that a room at the 
Tamworth Travelodge would be a good 
investment for an enjoyable day. One 
again, I had “borrowed” a passenger – this 
time it was my son’s girlfriend’s father, 
Peter.  He came with some passenger 
experience from several years ago and 
navigated faultlessly around Derbyshire.  
 
I should point out, that in case you are 
wondering where my son has been in all 
the proceedings, he is a Royal Navy 
Helicopter pilot and is on his second tour 
of a hot and dusty country that is in the 
news most days.  However he will be back 
in time for the "Exeter" to experience first 
hand what he has got us into! We set off 
from Tamworth with some trepidation 
(certainly in my case) for a gentle run 
north to Wigber Low, taking care not to 
arrive too early! 
 
The BMW has never missed a beat and I 
thought it was “pilot error” as we 
“kangarooed” away from the start of 
section 1. 
 
All was well on the way to Section 2, but 
once again we “kangarooed” off up the 
hill – only worse this time! Maybe the 
car was like us and didn’t like dark, early 
morning starts  - or maybe it’s something 
more important – fuel or electrical? It still 
ran perfectly on the road, so on we went, 
cleaning each hill – although the 
kangarooing was getting much worse, 
every time maximum power was 
needed.  It seemed like fuel starvation or 
the coilpack breaking down under load. 
We had used the same fuel stations as 
other competitors, so we were confident it 
wasn’t dirt/water in the fuel and the BMW 
had been treated to a new fuel filter in the 
last 6 months. 
 
But Putwell proved too much for my 
“Antipodean machine”!  We hopped up the 
start of the hill and over the scary stone 
step, but as we got nearer the top, power 
was needed and it wasn’t forthcoming! 

Retirement loomed as we couldn’t find the 
problem – it still had perfect manners on 
the road – except for moving away from 
stationary. On to the breakfast halt – some 
good food and further investigation – had 
we squashed a fuel pipe, which was 
causing starvation? Surprisingly (after 
Putwell) no sign of any damaged 
underneath. I was baffled and very 
frustrated at having to retire, but as we 
had come all this way, we decided to 
make the most of the Derbyshire scenery 
and spectate for the rest of the day! The 
supper in Buxton was great with some 
wonderful tales from our fellow 
competitors, we had a few consolatory 
beers, slept well and drove back to Devon 
on the Sunday. 
  
Found the problem on the Monday! 
The plastic 'concertina' air hose between 
the air flow meter and the injection inlet 
had a split in it, which only opened when 
t h e  e n g i n e  t w i s t e d  o n  i t s 
mounting.  Lesson learned – must think 
more laterally in the future when problem 
solving! The development of the Compact 
continues – taller springs on the front for 
even more clearance, a lower ratio diff to 
increase our ability to restart (I hope!) and 
I’ve finally managed to find some more 
steel wheels - BMW alloys are “two a 
penny” – I’ve been given three sets FOC -
 but steels are like rocking horse poo!  
 
I don’t know how competitive the Compact 
will ever be – the driver could turn out to 
be the ultimate drawback! However, the 
mechanical components seem strong – 
the engine with chain driven cams has a 
good reputation and the diff swaps with 
other models fairly easily. It’s a heavy car 
up against an Escort – particularly as the 
interior is still complete – we relax to 
Classic FM (Stig style) as we attack the 
hills!  This may get stripped out in time. 
We’ll have to see how we progress on the 
Exeter – as long as we keep improving, 
I’ll be happy to keep trialling! 
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Exeter Centenary Celebration 
Friday May 28th and Saturday 
May 29th 2010 
 

T he Exeter Trial, the youngest of 
the three MCC long distance 
reliability trials will be celebrating 
its centenary in 2010. The 

January event on Friday 8th and Saturday 
9th will happen in the usual way and 
competitors may not notice any difference 
from previous January Exeter trials until 
they get to the finish. Such is the success 
of the January event the Clerk of the 
Course does not wish to alter it too much 
in any way. 
 
To celebrate the centenary, therefore, and 
to repeat the successful centenary 
celebration events of the Edinburgh in 
2004 and the Lands End in 2008 the club 
is planning a long distance reliability event 
to include many of the traditional hills 
which are now tarmac and considered of 
insufficient challenge to the extremely 
reliable modern motor vehicles of today. 
 
The May 2010 Exeter Centenary 
Celebration will be based in Exeter. The 
traditional night-time part of the event will 

start after supper on Friday 28th May and 
will head east from Exeter on the first loop 
as far as Shaftesbury in Dorset and return 
to Exeter for breakfast. A route of around 
200 miles has already been worked out to 
include untimed ascents of historic Exeter 
tarmac hills.  
 
The daytime Saturday route will leave 
from Exeter after breakfast and head west 
taking in many of the traditional hills 
around Dartmoor and return to Exeter 
during the afternoon. Just under 100 miles 
to include visits to and ascents of historic 
hills. A club supper will be held in Exeter 
on Saturday evening. An optional Sunday 
route will visit Sidmouth, a Devon town, 
which has often been the scene of the 
finish of the Exeter Trial during the last 
100 years, where car parking will be 
available on the sea front. 
 
The aim is to enable as many different 
types of vehicles as possible to participate 
so that entrants can opt to take part in 
whichever formula suits them best. All 
three routes – Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday – or two elements or just one. 
 
Anne Whellock 

Missing Trophy Update 
 
A big thank you to Richard Dawe, as 
he has generously replaced the 
missing Muddy Fox Trophy. Richard 
presented the first one when he set up 
the ACTC trials championship for 
motorcycles in 1996.  This is very good 
news indeed. 
 
The Bude and District Motor Cycle 
Challenge Cup is still missing, this is 
an old trophy and is a two-handled cup 
with a lid. It is engraved with famous 
Cornish Motorcyclists from the past. 

Please can you all check your lofts, 
and storage spaces, it was handed to 
an ACTC member about three years 
ago and not been seen since. 
 
Launceston and North Cornwall Motor 
Club will discuss the possibility of 
finding a replacement, however the 
original cup has a lot of history 
associated with it, and it would be well 
worth tracking down. I am in contact 
with Robin Moore about this. Keep 
looking  
 
Best wishes,  Janet 
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Red rag to a bull – or a 
challenge I couldn’t resist!  
Part 4 

by Jonathan Toulmin 
 

T he project to fit an MG Montego 2-
litre fuel-injected engine with 5-
speed gearbox into my Marlin 
continued. So the engine and 

gearbox had been located in the chassis, 
there being virtually no choice on how far 
forward or backward to fit the engine in 
the engine bay, as it was a close fit on the 
bulkhead at the back, and almost touching 
the steering rack at the front. The engine 
was, however, canted to the left slightly to 
keep the inlet tract (plenum chamber) 
clear of the steering column, as I wanted 
to leave the steering entirely standard. 
With the exhaust on the right side of the 
engine (as opposed to it being on the left 
on A and B series engines), the canted 
engine made the exhaust run a bit easier 
to manage. The engine and gearbox was 
kept as high in the chassis as possible for 
ground clearance reasons. The new 
transmission tunnel is slightly taller than 
the standard one, and this made fitting the 
heater quite difficult. Even so, the gearbox 
still hangs below the floor line slightly 
more than on a standard Marlin. 
 
The exhaust system turned out to be 
pretty straightforward. I retained the 
standard Montego cast-iron exhaust 
manifold. For the down pipe (which is 
mostly horizontal to keep it above the 
chassis rail), I carefully shortened a 
standard Montego double down pipe, and 
welded in a boss to take the oxygen 
sensor (also known as the Lambda 
probe). The sensor was mounted vertically 
just outboard of the engine compartment 
bodywork, so a small shield was fitted to 
protect it from any stones that might be 
thrown up from the front wheel especially 
when on right lock. I went to my local 
motor factors, and was allowed (after 
some negotiation) to rummage around in 

their silencer and exhaust stores, 
eventually finding a fairly large Volvo 
silencer that had a 90 degree bend at the 
front, and a reasonably straight pipe at the 
back, and was of exactly the correct pipe 
size to fit the modified Montego down-
pipe. With a very minor modification, this 
fitted the car perfectly, running under the 
offside wing, just missing the hydraulic 
handbrake and exiting immediately in front 
of the rear wheel. 
 
The fuel injection and induction system 
was simplicity itself. I found that I could 
accommodate, without any modification at 
all, the entire inlet system as far as the air 
meter. This was bolted directly to the 
horizontal part of the bulkhead alongside 
the steering column, (but care was 
needed here as in drilling holes for the air 
meter, the drill almost went through the 
heater!). A proprietary air filter (A “Green” 
cotton air filter from Demon Tweeks) fitted 
straight onto the air meter and just clears 
the bulkhead, so it is much neater than the 
standard Montego system which has half 
a mile of elephant’s trunk connecting the 
air filter to the air intake at the front of the 
car. The only downside would be that the 
intake roar would be most audible as the 
air filter was, in reality, only a few inches 
from the instrument panel. The throttle 
linkage proved simple too, even using a 
standard Montego throttle cable – only a 
very minor modification to the throttle 
pedal was needed for it to accept the 
Montego cable end. 
 
So we now had an installed engine and 
‘box, a complete fuel system, a coupled 
up cooling system, and an installed 
exhaust system, and a fully operational 
throttle and intake system. The clutch 
hydraulics were straight forward, but, on 
the Sherpa gearbox, the clutch slave 
cylinder is bolted to the engine back plate, 
as low down as it could be, but at least it 
was on the driver’s side. It looked as if 
bleeding the clutch might be difficult, so 
instead of fitting the bleed screw into the 
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cylinder, I added a further hydraulic pipe 
which ran back up to near the master 
cylinder, and fitted the bleed screw at the 
end of the pipe – very accessible! [After 
the initial build, I have not had to use it in 
the last five years]. 
 
So the only difficult job remaining was the 
wiring! And there was plenty of it too! The 
engine came from a friend’s Montego, 
which he was converting to diesel power!! 
Thankfully, he very carefully unpicked the 
engine wiring harness from the rest of the 
car’s wiring loom, so with the engine came 
a mass of wires. But what did they all do, 
and to where should they be connected? 
There are forty connections onto the fuel 
injection computer, and a further twelve 
wires connected to the ignition computer. 
The connections to the computers 
themselves were easy, as the harness 
came with the “mouth-organ” connectors 
that simply push onto the two computers – 
but where did the other ends go?  I didn’t 
have a clue! 
 
Luckily, someone came up with a Lucas 
wiring diagram which showed where all 
the wires go. But still each wire had to be 
identified. Just as I was about to sort out 
this little nightmare, the “trouble and strife” 
reminded me that we were going on 
holiday to a friend’s house on the main 
island of Orkney. The trouble was that I 
had set my goal as doing the Edinburgh 
Trial in the car, and, perhaps stupidly, told 
several friends of this. It was already late 
July, so time was getting short. Mrs 
Toulmin noticed that I packed an extra 
plastic storage box into the boot of the car 
just before setting of for the far north of 
Scotland. Whilst relaxing with our friends 
at their house on Orkney, I sneaked to the 
car and got out the plastic box. It 
contained the Montego wiring harness, an 
electrical continuity tester and the Lucas 
wiring diagram. Going through each 
contact in every connector in turn, I was 
able to identify each wire, except one, 
relative to the wiring diagram. That one 

wire was a green wire coming from the 
fuelling computer but not shown on the 
Lucas circuit diagram. I contacted my 
friend who had so carefully cut the 
harness out of his Montego. He thought it 
was an earth wire. I was not so sure, as all 
the other earth wires (and there are lots of 
them) are black. 
 
After the holiday, I couldn’t wait to get the 
car running. The two computers were 
bolted to a plate fastened to the bulkhead 
using shock absorbent mounts, and 
mounted as high as possible to try to keep 
them dry. Ideally, they should have been 
mounted inside the car, above the 
passenger’s feet, but they would have 
been awkward to get at, and the huge 
number of wires would have to pass 
through the bulkhead – a potential 
problem with chafing and sealing. I did not 
want to shorten any of the wires between 
the two computers and the various 
sensors and activators scattered around 
the engine, partly because the on-board 
diagnostics is sensitive to the resistance 
of each wire, and also because my joints 
would be less reliable than the 
professionally made ones of the original 
harness manufacturer. Now you will all 
know, I am sure, that a Montego engine 
bay is rather larger than a Marlin one, so 
there was far too much wire. It was simply 
coiled up and hidden under the two 
computers between their mounting plate 
and the bulkhead, with some carpet to 
cushion them and prevent chafing. 
 
Whilst I was in the wiring mood, I made a 
new dashboard, with all new instruments, 
and made a new chassis harness for the 
lights, heater, electric tyre pump, cooling 
fans etc. I had the speedo re-calibrated to 
suit the new gearbox and low ratio rear 
axle. At the same time, they made a new 
speedo cable so that the road speed 
sensor could be inserted so that the 
engine management computers inserted  
 
Progress was now really being 
made……………to be continued. 
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OK. So we’ve had the articles 
on how the trials went and the 
results now let’s check some of 
the people who won the 2008 
awards....  
 
Ian Thompson. First place. 2008. The 
Pouncy League. The Pouncy Cup. 
Autobiography 
 
I started trials in 1982, my first event in my 
native Lancashire on an OSSA MAR 250. 
In those days events were harder with no 
dual routes. Result was a retirement with 
a pair of broken handlebars after an over-
enthusiastic attempt at a hill climb. I've 
competed on and off in modern events 
ever since and continue to do so.  
 
I remember in the early 1980s reading 
about some mysterious events called the 
Exeter and Land's End trials, which were 
run overnight. In 1999 I had got round to 
entering the Land's End - turning up at the 
start on an old Tenere with no means of 
reading the route, let alone reading it at 
night. Fortunately I was invited to 
accompany MCC veteran Sid Hill who I've 
ridden round with in MCC trials ever since. 
In 2006 I decided to start taking LDTs a bit 
more seriously and bought a Beta Alp. 
After a couple of years learning the 
sections in detail and getting lots of 
practice it all came together in 2008.  
 
Current feet-up efforts are focussed on 
getting a finish in the Scottish Six Days 
Trial, in my experience not an easy feat. 
On the positive side the training's a good 
way of losing the beer belly. Apart from 
trials I have done a little bit of two-wheeled 
overland touring, having twice ventured 
into West Africa via the Saharan void in 
the past few years. A desert rally was 
undertaken in 2007 but I don't think that 
activity's for me - I'm not a racer though 
the endurance aspect was a good 
challenge.  
 

For me there are number of key factors 
that make classic long distance trials such 
a great pastime. Within reason, age and 
your choice of machine is no bar to 
enjoying oneself. It would be difficult to 
find a more friendly and sociable crowd 
than those who compete in and run the 
trials, and you're nearly always 
guaranteed an enjoyable day or night out - 
although with the weather. In the 2009 
Exeter I'm struggling to remember that 
one as a pleasurable experience! But 
that's part of the challenge. 
 
Happy trialling to all and as they say, keep 
your feet up. 
 
Cheers, 
Ian 
 
Stephen Bailey. Second place. 2008. 
The Pouncy League. The Templeton 
Cup. 
Written by Janet Bailey 
 
Stephen is a Chartered Medical Scientist 
and a Chartered Safety Practitioner but he 
does not know what he wants to be when 
he grows up. 
 
Stephen started trialling in a MG Midget in 
1986. His first event being the Lands End. 
(Though he owned motorcycles a few 
years before cars) and since then has 
hand built a couple of trials cars and 
bikes. The present and most successful 
car being the Midge, in which we got an 
MCC triple in 1997. The name being the 
only similarity to the other Midges being 
trialled. He taught himself how to weld 
with a 180amp arc welder. And now has a 
lathe and milling machine amongst other 
equipment in his workshop. 
 
Stephen’s first motorcycle trial was in 
1992 at the MCC Testing Trial on a 1955 
Velocette Viper 350. Preferring Velocettes 
he uses a 1936 Velocette MAC 350. 
(Which is a rigid with girder forks) in ACTC 
trials. This netted him the Andrews Trophy 
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(third place in 2007).  He would like to do 
more trials, however living in Sunbury it is 
somewhat of a journey to get to most of 
them. He also uses a homemade 
Velocette MAC Special on single site 
trials. Though he enjoys clearing sections 
and setting them out more than riding in 
them.  
 
He uses a Beta Alp 350 on the occasional 
MCC Trial, and recently a Beta Alp 200 
has made an appearance for some ACTC 
ones. His road bike is a 1203 Buell M2 
Cyclone.  
 
He also was a member of the London and 
Middlesex Rifle Association and 
competitively shot both .303 and then .762 
Target Rifle in local, as well as Queens 
Prize and Imperial events at Bisley. He 
now takes part in the occasional local 
Sporting Clay Pigeon competition. 
 
Other interests include a large collection 
of: punk, reggae-dub, gothic and dance 
music, which can sometimes be heard 
from the garage late at night.  
 
He also has a collection of flags, pirate 
related items and nauticalia.  
 
Buster Griffin (Edward). 
Fourth place. 2008. The Pouncy 
League. The Bude and District 
Challenge Cup. 
Life story 
 
My riding career started in the late sixties 
on a 197 Greeves. A bit late in life 
compared to present day riders. It started 
when my elder brother was demobbed 
from the RAF. He purchased a Matchless 
350, which we rode to and from events, 
taking excess equipment off such as lights 
an exhaust etc, to scramble on the day. 
 
I later bought an MDS Greeves from 
Bager Goss, and used it with some 
success. I then bought a Morris van to 
carry the bike around in with Dennis my 

mate, sat in back holding on to the bike. 
Sometimes down to Cornwall ride in an 
event and come back in the same day. 
(Quite a trip then) 
 
After a few years I stopped riding when 
family arrived on scene. I then took up 
trials riding on Cottons and a Miller framed 
Honda. Later Aprillias and a JCM. I also 
had two Bob Gollner Hondas. 
 
Then later got interested in enduros locally 
and when I got more experienced I took 
on Welsh events such as the Powys and 
the Welsh 2 days, which are time card 
enduros. These are quite challenging. I 
have ridden in these for about twenty 
years, with the help of my daughter Claire 
and son-in-law Stuart, It is a family team. 
 
I now concentrate on long distance trials 
on a Honda CRF230. In the ACTC trials. 
In 1998 I won the Pouncy Cup. And in 
1999 and was runner up to Dave Mason. I 
also have a Honda TLR 200 for Twin' 
shock class rides in local trials. 
 
Amongst my other hobbies I organize the 
Jubilee, a long distance trial on the 
Brendon hills. I shall keep competing in 
events as long as I enjoy riding with fellow 
competitors and the body is willing 
 
Buster 
 
Tom Beckerleg. Fifth place. 2008. The 
Pouncy League. The Muddy Fox 
Trophy. 
 
My interest in motorcycles began in the 
1950s, here in the village of Madron, near 
Penzance. A family named White lived at 
Landithy farm close by. Arnold White, the 
father of two young men, Barrie and 
Roger, had competed since before WW2, 
and was a leading organiser in the West 
Cornwall Motor Club. This club put on 
three or four scrambles a year plus 2 
hillclimbs at Trengwainton, all within half a 
mile of my house. Arnold’s two sons were 
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Jonathan sorting out the Montego wiring harness on Orkney!          (Photos by Pat Toulmin) 
 
 

Back in  Warwickshire and about to fit the computers ( see page 23) 
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The 2009

(photos by Jon

Myke Pocock,  
Skoda Estelle 

 
and 

 
 

Jim Walsh, VW Beetle 
 
 

on Big Uplands 

 
 
 
 
Eric Wall, Dellow Mk 
2 on Ubley Woods 1 
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9 Allen Trial 

 

 
nathan Toulmin) 

Alan Spencer, Parsons 
 
 

and 
 
 

Bill & Liz Bennett, MG J2 
 
 
 

on Chimney 

Murray & Creanne 
Montgomery-Smith, 

Marlin, on Ubley 
Woods 1 
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Brian Hampson’s 
BMW Compact 
 
 
 
(See page 18 for 
more information) 

 
 

Harvey Waters and 
Andrew Martin on the 

Camel Classic  
(see page 38 for 

details of what they 
are up to!) 

 
 

(Photo by Jade Bray) 
 

 
It was rather muddy on 
the Camel Classic. 
 
 
Dick Bolt, Ford Escort 
well stuck! 
 
 
(Photo by Jade Bray) 
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leading competitors in Cornwall. As a 
young lad I spent hours on the farm 
watching them maintain and test their 
competition bikes, so you can see where 
my interest came from. 
 
In 1959 I came by a Greeves scrambler 
and competed in a few events, starting at 
the local course at Madron. In about 1962 
I acquired a Mini Cooper and soon 
regularly competed in Autocross and Hill 
climb events. I graduated eventually to the 
South Western rounds of the Autocross 
championship. Motorcycle competitions 
were put on hold for a while. 
 
In 1969 I got married and a family followed 
in the early 1970s. No more motor sport 
for a time after this, but I did continue to 
play rugby which was local and not so 
time consuming. Just about 1980, when I 
had a little more time, I got out my Ariel 

trials bikes which had been in the shed for 
some years. Classic road trials had 
become more popular by then and I was 
keen to have a go at these events. I 
started in 1982/3 with the Cornwall ACU 
End to End trial and the Salisbury M/C’s 
Arbuthnot trial. Both really great days out 
on a motorcycle. From this time to the 
present I have continued with MCC and 
ACTC trials, which I have hugely enjoyed. 
Other interests I have. Well, briefly. A little 
after 2000 I began playing double bass in 
local Country-rock bands, different, but 
fun. Finally, I am just off to the Irish 
National Vintage Motorcycle Rally on an 
old Ariel VB side-valve, with John Lees for 
company. About 600 miles of riding in a 
wonderful country. Let’s hope we make it 
back in one piece! 
 
All the best, 
Tom 

2009 Allen Trial 
by Dave Haizelden 
 

W ith the onslaught of the 
monsoon season through 
November the Allen trial did 
not escape the rain gods. 

The rain never relented throughout the 
entire day with some competitors who can 
remember back to 1996, remarking that it 
was as bad as all that time ago, 
wondering how many competed on both?? 
 
Asking for a late start, when I arrived at 
the Doynton Arms 3 quarters of the 
competitors had already left, leaving just a 
few of bedraggled souls in the car park. 
Once again the first hill Tog hill was 
cleaned by all competitors (probably time 
for a restart on this section?) Next up 
Bitton Lane was causing a few more 
problems on the restart for the lower 
classes with only Phil Tucker and Reg 
Salway getting away in class 3.   
 
First big challenge of the day for the lower 
classes was Big Uplands, marshalled by 

Stroud Motor Club. The best way to 
describe this hill is - it looks like a 
concerted bombing raid on an un-surfaced 
track.  This section is usually a stopper for 
class 1 but this year Adrian Tucker-Peake, 
James Shallcross and Nick Cleal all made 
it to the top in their highly tuned Peugeot 
205s. Joining them at the summit and 
making a welcomed return was Paul 
Allaway in the red Astra. Surprising failure 
was myself, who eventually spun out at 
the 2 marker. In class 2 Bill Bennett and 
John Wilton in the Trojan also cleaned the 
section. With ground clearance stopping 
the Escorts in class 3, the BMWs with a 
higher clearance still could not find their 
way to the top.  The Beetles of Hans 
Viertel and Jim Walsh forged ahead in 
class 4 with the only cleans.  
 
Next up was Guys Hill which in the past 
would usually stop the entire field, lately 
this hill has become a lot easier but this 
year caught out Duncan Stevens in the 
Nova, who stopped at the 3. Chris 
Veevers who had travelled all the way 
down from the far reaches of Northern 



30 

England, was finding his Beetle lacking in 
power, and could only get as high as the 
9. The higher classes, who had to attempt 
the infamous restart, were mainly finding it 
easy to get away, although notable 
failures were Simon Woodall and Bill 
Foreshew.  
 
The rough, rocky section Travers was next 
up, but with all the rain, plenty of grip was 
found by all, and most went clean. After 
cleaning the section the competitors 
turned into the Ubley Woods complex, 
which the organisers had to do some 
quick thinking and change the layout of 
the section due to the worsening weather.  
Paul Allaway in the class 1 Astra powered 
too hard off the start line and completely 
wiped out the 10 marker, which was a 
shame, because he was joint leader in 
class at the time. Allen Mills in the Citroen 
2CV ran out of grip and stopped at the 6. 
John Bell who up to now had been giving 
Bill a run for his money could not coax the 
MG TB over the section ends, and 
stopped at the 1. In class 6 Emma 
Robilliard took charge of the class with the 
only clean, whilst Brain Andrew had to 
retire his class 6 Beetle. 
 
Next was Ubley Wood 2 which claimed 
most of the field, but surprisingly all the 
Peugeots in class 1, Bill Bennett in 2, Phil 
Tucker in 3, and Emma in 6, were the only 
ones to find any grip and clean the 
section. Keith Sanders in class 5 fell 
behind Adrian Dommett and Carl Talbot 
by dropping a 3 to their 2s. Keith is very 
surprised with his new comrades who 
have joined him in class 5, and has been 
busy on ebay and is planning a summer 
surprise!!   
 
Next was special test 1, which the driver 
of the green Golf failed to spot the 6 points 
for a failed test. Oops. Nick Cleal threw 
away a class 1 win by misreading the 
instructions and also failed. Andrew 
Rippon in the Baja and Dave Wall in the 
Dellow set the fastest times in their 
respective classes.  

After a welcomed break at the Chew 
Valley Control, the competitors moved on 
to Burledge, which is now a special test. 
Adrian Dommett set the fastest time in 
class 5, with a time of 17.4 seconds, to 
claim the class 5 win from Carl Talbot. 
Fastest time of the day went to Bart in the 
Troll with a scintillating time of 14 seconds 
exactly. Further up the hill a new Burledge 
section has been added, with an 
innocuous looking restart, which caught 
out all the front-runners in class 1, these 
were the first points dropped by Adrian 
Tucker-Peake and James Shallcross. 
Phillip Tucker up to now was having a 
great drive but uncharacteristically failed 
the restart collecting 6 points for his 
trouble, and 2 smoking tyres.   
 
The sections at Lakelands had been 
modified and the new section called 
Chimney had been found. This section 
was a straight run in avoiding a tree 
stump, with a sharp left turn with a climb 
through deep ruts. Adrian Tucker-Peake 
won class 1 by cleaning the section, and 
unfortunately, James Shallcross at the 
back of the field found the ruts to deep, 
demoting him to 2nd in class. James Smith 
in a class 3 BMW, who previously had 
problems cleaning the car park, had a 
remarkable drive and was the only one to 
clean in classes 3 and 4. Eric Wall 
dropped a 4 and lost his chance of a top 5 
finish  
 
With another new section called 
Mulholland many found their way to the 
top but one casualty was Norman Tonking 
up the hill, who was not, and stopped at 
the 7, his only fail of the day. 
 
The final hill, John Walker did not cause 
many problems and the final competitors 
were back at the finish in good time. With 
Pete and Carlie working their magic with 
the computer the results were quickly 
announced, with Paul Bartleman taking 
the overall. The real heroes of the day 
were the marshals who preformed their 
duties in exceptionally foul weather. 
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Baldrick and Ollie meet Allen 
by Myke Pocock 

 

I  think all would concur that we in 
Cumbria had received more than our 
fair share of the wet stuff recently, so I 
was looking forward to a trial a little on 

the dry side of things. However the ‘rain 
god’ and his assistant in the shape of 
Carol Kirkwood had other plans for the 
Allen Trial. Fortunately that left me and my 
travelling fellow competitor from the 
wastes of Cumbria, Chris Veevers, off the 
hook from an accusation of bringing the 
rain with us. Anyway, share and share 
alike. 
 
My last competitive outing had been in 
October on the Edinburgh when a popped 
drive shaft on Bamford and two restart 
failures had dampened the experience. A 
replacement for the twisted radius arm 
and new arm bush had restored the 
geometry something akin to what Mr 
Skoda had originally planned some years 
ago. A slight problem with an errant bob 
weight in the distributor which machined 
the inside of the unit and spread a nice 
layer of fine alluminium swarf didn’t 
exactly lead to the sparking bit travelling in 
the intended route. Luckily my policy of 
saving bits rather than dumping them 
saved the day and a bitza distributor found 
its way into Baldrick’s nether regions. 
 
With a one-way journey of 285 miles to 
Doynton we set off at 1:30pm on the 
Saturday, arriving at about 7:15 having 
endured a series of 50mph restrictions 
and driving rain, not exactly my choice of 
enjoyment. Sunday’s weather at the start 
was inviting, not much of a hint of the 
conditions to follow. Scrutineering and 
signing on were efficiently dispatched and 
then we were off to the first section having 
been recognized by the start marshal 
through my previous articles on Baldricks 
exploits in Retart. 
 
Tog Hill is a nice and easy starter hill with 
very little to bother us, but complacency 

can haunt you so concentration was still 
needed. A short run to the next section 
was accomplished easily with the 
excellent route book and the use of plenty 
of roadside coloured markers to confirm 
the instructions. Bitton Lane was a twisty 
and rutted section with some good traction 
in places that should have been a good 
zero on the score sheet had I not totally 
messed up a fairly easy restart. Another 
failure later in the day indicates that 
restarts are an area that I must 
concentrate on, especially when similarly 
mounted competitors are cleaning them 
 
I had heard of the delights and reputation 
of Big Uplands but had never seen it 
before. Last year we had a head gasket 
failure after Little Uplands so never got 
there. What a super hill, plenty to 
concentrate the mind with ditches not 
placed at the side of the hill but cunningly 
across it in an artistic sort of way. I was 
very pleased to get to the 4 marker but 
had forgotten to set the video camera so 
cannot relive the exploit. Having done it 
once, does it still get the wow factor when 
you do it again? Unfortunately Chris’ 
Beetle, Ollie, had started to give problems 
so a 6 for him was a disappointment.  
 
I had also done Guys Hill some years ago 
with Chris riding shotgun so knew what 
was to come. Whilst we all cleaned it in 
class 4 it was great to have a plan and for 
it to go as intended, gently of the line, 
getting traction on the slippery stones as 
soon as possible then give it the gun even 
over the roots. Nice! When we got to 
Travers Hill there were a good few waiting 
in the queue, as a Beetle had broken its 
transaxle and was taking time to be towed 
out. By now the rain was coming down 
well, but Ollie was causing problems again 
and stalled half way up meaning a tow 
was needed as well. We cleaned it with 
ease and it was then on to two sections 
more akin to a PCT competition really. 
They were both in a field of sorts, the first 
starting on the flat through some scrub 
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then turning right to a steep final part. 
Traction on the very slippery surface was 
at a premium so a score of 1 meant that I 
finished just on the lip of the finish hill. I 
needed a quick and efficient tow for the 
last few feet. Still pleased to get that score 
though. The second and adjacent hill was 
again through scrub that had been 
churned up into a muddy and switchback 
track, bearing right then up a slippery 
slope. I knew that traction would be very 
difficult and so it proved with Baldrick 
doing a passing impression of a ballet 
dancer on the bend and ending up at 50 
degrees to the intended direction. Looking 
at the score it appears that, apart from the 
class 8s you had to get the positioning on 
the last part of this hill just right to get 
anywhere.  
 
Special Test 1 was organized over a 
manufactured bump in the field that would 
have been oh so easy to fail. From the 
start it was up on to the top of the bump 
with little available space to get over the B 
line before reversing. Traction was at a 
premium due to the greasy nature of the 
hill by now but we posted a time anyway. 
The next attempt by a Midget ended in 
failure as he slipped gracefully down the 
hill from the B line with no chance 
whatsoever of getting back up. It was a 
few days later that I realized just how 
much muddy slurry there was on these 
last sections when I investigated the inner 
confines of the engine compartment. It 
looked like someone had plastered it in 
mud! 
 
It was then off to the lunch halt at Chew 
Valley Lake but Baldrick developed a 
vibration at anything over 40mph leading 
to me thinking I had bent a rim until it 
occurred to me that I had come across 
this phenomenon before. Remembering 
just what the surface was like at the two 
previous sections led to me believing that 
a good proportion of mud was stuck to a 
rim and on arrival this turned out to be the 
case. Chris decided to inspect Ollie’s 

innards and we cleaned and reset the 
points, more in desperation than anything 
else. After a quick bite to eat we were off 
again to the 8th section, Burledge. Once 
again the curse of the failed restart reared 
its ugly face and the 6 on the scorecard 
was an unwelcome addition. Sections 9 
and 10 were in close proximity with the 
start of 9 actually downhill and then along-
side a ditch. With things so slippery on this 
bit and a drop on the off side it was easy, 
easy, easy before a sharp left needing 
some welly amid deep, sticky mud up an 
impossible hill. Baldrick has always taken 
a dislike to left or right turns under power 
so a visit to the scenery and some 
unwelcome attention from rigid 
undergrowth was anticipated if I took it too 
fast. Result? A 5 but, pleasing none the 
less.  
 
Section 10 was administered by June 
Blakeley who always manages to conjure 
up a smile wherever she is. I set off as 
intended, but then got totally confused 
about just what, why, where and which 
feet to use on which pedal. I wish I could 
replicate this at will because when some 
form of control was eventually regained 
we shot up to the top of the hill for a zero 
with me shouting encouragement. Not, of 
course, that Baldrick was taking any 
notice of the pilot at all!  
 
The last time I attempted John Walker, we 
finished the section with a ripped out 
sidewall but a clean and a whoop of 
delight at the fun factor of this section. I 
had bent Peter Hart’s ear in the pub on 
the Saturday night regarding the damming 
of the stream at the start of the section 
and, based on his reply, coated the 
ignition system with a copious quantity of 
WD40 prior to the start. On arrival there 
were a good few cars waiting in the well-
controlled holding zone and it was 
something like 30 or so minutes before we 
were off. Easy down the slope, through 
the water at a slow pace then a good blast 
up the first hill, level out at the cross roads 
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and then boot it up the rest of the section 
taking it fairly carefully on the deep bits. 
Ever mindful of the need to protect my 
cook, cleaner, director of finance etc and 
all round ‘good egg’, the video footage 
sound is witness to me calling out for her 
to take care on the back seat over the 
bumps. All heart me eh? Anyway no 
drama this time. Only 3 scored points on 
this one but it is a cracking way to finish 
the trial and more so in the gloom. 
 
After signing off we set off home with two 
stops on the way and more 50mph 
restrictions. We must have had rain for 
near on 200 miles of the return journey 

and eventually arrived home at about 
11:35pm. Only time for a quick brew, take 
some bits out of the car and then for a 
deep sleep. Big thanks to the organizing 
team for the route book, signage on the 
road and the efficiency of the marshalling 
despite the appalling weather. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the trial and was delighted that 
Baldrick has finally managed a full trial 
with no problems to report. It’s now on to 
assisting our new organizing team on the 
Northern. Look forward to seeing as many 
of you there as possible. If you haven’t 
tried it, speak to those who have and then 
give us a try.  

Allen Trial 2009, adventures in 
a Cannon 

by Tristan Burn 
 

A fter losing the nearside front 
cycle guard and framework on 
the way to the Tamar Trial, 
somewhere between Winchester 

and Cornwall, (light blue cycle guard with 
contrasting dark blue framework if anyone 
happens on it), our work was already cut 
out just to get the car ready for the Allen. 
As lightweight and nimble as the Cannon 
is, perhaps it doesn’t lend itself to being 
pulled to and from London and the West 
Country. Maybe I ought to invest in a 
trailer! 
 
After several evenings and a couple 
weekends work with Kevin, my navigator, 
at his West London workshop, the day 
before the trial we actually had a car with 
two new cycle guards; well we couldn’t 
just make one, two new heat shields for 
the carbs, a rear axle whose centre line 
was now not too far from the middle of the 
car, a full width aero screen as demanded 
by my navigator, (he did help build it) and 
one brand new calibrated Brantz trip 
meter. For the first time in 12 years we 
had a fully functioning speedo and 

odometer. Land’s End Trial, “Bring it on!” 
Things couldn’t be better! 
 
We left a very gloomy looking London at 6 
in the morning towing a very respectable 
gleaming polished Cannon. I guess we 
arrived at the trailer park from the wrong 
direction, nothing new there then, as it 
required both of us to steer both cars at 
the same time to get round the corner to 
the trailer park, “Put her into four wheel 
drive”, came the prompt from Kevin 
perched atop the Cannon steering behind 
me as I neared the first hill climb section, 
er sorry the entrance to the trailer park. 
 
Twenty minutes later, after the now 
summary amount of pfaffing about with 
tow hitches, all weather gear and spare 
equipment we piled into the Cannon 
whereupon the battery failed to deliver any 
juice at all, off came the spares bag and 
out came the tools again and our now 
lucky spare battery was hastily fitted. I 
seem to remember the same thing 
happening at the last trial, not that a 
recharged battery, reset regulator points 
and a tightened fan belt had done 
anything to improve the situation!  
 
Finally, we arrived suitably ruffled at 
scrutineering to be met by the charming 



34 

husband and wife team, and just as I 
thought the scrutineering gods were, for 
once smiling down at me, I was told that it 
might be an idea to fit a cover over the 
exhaust which runs along the side of the 
car. Apparently someone might burn 
themself pushing the car. The thin edge of 
a very short wedge I thought. Signing in, a 
quick glug of coffee and a very tasty 
bacon sandwich saw us under starter 
orders to be told that we had a ten minute 
wait before we could proceed which was 
the cue for the clouds to open up. 
 
The first section Tog Hill is a lovely first 
section, with no other competitors in sight 
this feels like a good day out as we amble 
up a pretty little lane. At the top we turn 
right and Kevin navigates us to Bitton 
Lane, where we park up behind 
competitor number 60, Bill and Carole 
Foreshew in their 60’s special, Bill informs 
us that this hill is his nemesis. Two 
minutes later and to the astonishment of 
the start line marshal, the sound of his 
revving engine at the restart higher up the 
hill confirms this, better luck next year Bill. 
Our turn, well we negotiate the deep clay 
ruts fairly easily and achieve a clean 
restart. Fantastic! Two hills down and no 
points dropped so far. In fact this is the 
furthest we have ever gone as our last 
and only attempt two years ago found us 
atop this hill with a blown head gasket. 
We’re now heading into the unknown. 
 
Four and a half miles later we arrived at 
Uplands, still behind Bill and Carole, to 
see them parked in a massive puddle 
behind a Midget which looks to have got 
stuck. In fact the Midget is pulling itself out 
on its starter motor. Nervously spying 
through the gaps in the floor our fears are 
unfounded as the water isn’t deep enough 
to enter the cockpit. Our convoy of three 
cars all successfully climb the section and 
head off to Guys Hill. 
 
 The drizzly seven miles to the next 
section proved too much for our “all 

weather” gear and we were now getting 
pretty wet. Delays at the start of the 
section meant that we had a good half 
hour wait before we could start. So out 
came the sandwiches, brolly out we 
waited for our turn. At the start line, Adrian 
Dommet, whom I’ve heard a lot about, 
(probably because unlike us he wins quite 
a lot), but never actually chatted to before, 
kindly informed us that there was a ten 
centimetre patch of grippy stuff at the start 
line. I think he was pulling my leg.  
 
After watching the two competitors ahead 
of us fail the restart, and having been told 
not to get stuck on the slippery roots that 
lay across the section I was starting to 
wonder how I would fare. At the restart 
line which was much steeper than the 
previous hills I gently let out the clutch and 
just a few more revs were enough to see 
us pull away fairly easily and clean that 
section. On the way back down we were 
congratulating ourselves on a job well 
done. After clearing the next section, 
Travers Hill, the fifth hill of the day and 
with three successful restarts we were 
feeling really good about ourselves, if a 
trifle wet. Could we be on the way to a 
competitive final placing? 
 
Turning left into the field we entered Ubley 
Woods, a god forsaken windswept hilltop. 
Was this a sign of things to come? Here 
we were presented with two sections and 
a special test. Will the newly added heat 
shields prevent our perennial fuel 
vaporisation problems? 
 
Ahead of us that lovely green Midget was 
making its ascent of section 6, a 
thoroughly evil section ending with a steep 
hump. My mirth at watching the Midget’s 
attempt quickly faded as the muddy restart 
claimed us as a victim, as we only 
managed to gain a foot or two from the 
line. We immediately attempted section 7 
to misfires from the engine: the heat 
shields hadn’t worked either! We did, 
however, managed a respectable time on 
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special test 1.  To add insult to injury we 
failed the diff test that followed. Lessons 
learnt, deflate tyres when it’s muddy and 
inflate them for diff tests. 
 
The lunch stop was not a moment too 
soon, signing in I was given the usual line 
albeit from a different marshal, “you 
should have left here half an hour ago”. 
So a quick cup of coffee and sandwich 
were hastily consumed. 
 
After the special test, Tubby’s Torment, 
we approached observed section 8, 
Burledge, where we had spectated two 
years previously, remembering this 
section to be pretty steep to our surprise 
the restart wasn’t too hard, I think the 
rainfall exposing the rocks helped us no 
end on this hill as it did on others. 
 
Lakeside with sections 9 and 10 in quick 
succession, followed. By now my gloves 
were totally soaking and whilst waiting at 
sections I was taking to putting them on 
the cylinder head / dynamo and radiator to 
dry them out. It’s quite effective actually, 
though Adrian, who pulled up behind us in 
his Hornet, did mention that the dynamo 
shouldn’t really be that hot. With tyre 
pressures checked, following the 
marshal’s advice to go left to avoid a tree 
stump the sharp left hand corner that 
followed took me completely by surprise, I 

under-steered into the corner lost all 
momentum and consequently failed to 
climb the steep bit that followed: our third 
failure of the day. Luckily we redeemed 
ourselves at the restart on Mulholland 
Bank, which I thought was quite an 
impressive little hill. 
 
After completing Uplands we were on our 
way to the last section of the day, John 
Walker. Inevitably there was a bit of a 
delay here, but it gave us time to catch up 
with Thomas Aldrian who I had met a 
couple years earlier on the Tarka Trial. 
Explaining that his Austin Special had had 
an earlier altercation with a tree he was 
navigating Alastair Queen’s Skoda. The 
glove on the dynamo trick came into use 
again before it was our turn to start the 
section and befitting an MCC event this 
last hill was climbed at night-time, a first 
for Kevin. Whether it was the throw of the 
headlights or not, this was a really 
impressive long climb with a massive step 
half way up. Fearing losing Kevin 
overboard a slight reduction in throttle was 
deemed necessary at this point. At the top 
it was just a short hop back to the pub and 
finish at Doynton.   
 
Was it a competitive final placing? No! But 
we had finally completed the Allen Trial. 
 

The 2009 Neil Westcott Trial 
by Colin Bentham 

 

A  very wet start awaited the 135 
entrants for the Neil Westcott 
memorial trial on the 29th of 
November. This, the 19"' running 

of the trial was organised as ever by Geoff 
Westcott and his fellow members of the 
Exmoor Motor Club. First job of the day 
was scrutineering. On -joining the queue, I 
pondered the wide range of two and three-
wheeled machinery used for long distance 
trials. This to me makes the sport 

interesting and enjoyable. Scrutineering 
over, time to sign on, all competitors made 
welcome by Geoff and his team. Suitably 
sustained by excellent bacon rolls and tea, 
we joined the queue for the start. The 
sidecars were sent away first, with an 
impressive entry of 24. Next away were 
the pre 65s. This was a little disappointing 
with only 7 entries, given the sensible 
nature of the sections. These were 
followed by the trail bike classes making 
up the rest of the field.  
 
After being waved away at our due time 
by Celia Walton with a cheery smile and a 
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wave of her flag, off we went following the 
concise and accurate route sheet 
supplied. In addition there were markers 
at all turnings so no excuse for getting 
lost! Naturally with so much rainfall before 
and during the event the sections would 
demand maximum concentration and 
throttle control.  
 
The first section, Aville, a muddy climb 
mixed with small logs then looping back 
down, looked worse than it was, as 
testified by a large number of cleans. 
Section 2 Vinegar Hill took very few 
marks. By far the worst performance 
coming from myself with 8 marks lost. Oh 
well, try again next year!  
 
I have never seen the 3rd section Bakers, 
looking so muddy, with lots of people 
losing their clean sheets here. It was a 
very cold and wet ride to slowly for a 
section and the special test. This section 
took a host of marks, the exceptions being 
superb cleans by A. Leahy, R. Treble and 
J. Gurnett, in class A and a handful of 
sidecars, a fantastic effort.  
 
Next the special test and a chance to let 
off steam! What a cracking test, very 
technical and slippery. After Slowley we 
encountered a sidecar crew with a rear 
wheel puncture, lots of tools, but no tube, 
so after a brief chat, I gave them my tube 
and off we went.  
 
The next section, Maddocks, a steep 
muddy climb with a turn at the top .By the 
time we arrived, the climb was a one line 
muddy slot, so I was most surprised to 
clean it. The next sections Allercott and 
Stetford were quite benign, but the later 
numbers suffered as the sections 
deteriorated.  
 
So then it was on to my favourite section 
of the day, Stone Lane. I knew I would 
mess it up when I spied ace photographer, 
Jack Stringer at the bottom of the section! 
To make matters worse, half way up the 

section stood Jill 0llis also armed with a 
camera. Jill would have been riding today, 
but for a nasty fall at the Tarka trial. The 
rumour that this section is to be renamed 
Niagra Falls is only partly true! Just after 
the section my riding partner for the day, 
Fred Clutterbuck and myself were diverted 
slightly by a sidecar crew up to the petrol 
tank in water. Thanks fellas!  
 
The road sections were now becoming 
quite painful what with the combination of 
thin trials gloves, being soaking wet and a 
biting wind reducing the temperature even 
further, but long distance triallers are 
made of the right stuff! Sections 9 and 10,  
Leigh 1 and 1 Leigh 2, were fairly kind 
with few marks taken. Similarly the next 
section, Broford, were we getting used to 
the glutinous mud? The last three sections 
where straightforward, except for not 
seeing the right turn near the top of 
Bratton 2. A small amount of roadwork 
saw us back at the Ellicombe Rugby Club 
from where we started approx 5 hours 
ago.  
 
Thanks to all the observers for smiling 
tirelessly through the cold and rain, we 
competitors are extremely grateful for your 
freely given time. As a sometime observer 
myself, may I ask riders to call out a 
"thank you" whilst riding past these super 
enthusiasts? It means so much. Thank 
you Geoff and members of Exmoor Motor 
Club for yet another superb trial, I hope 
the other competitors enjoyed it as much 
as me.  
 
On speaking to Norman Blakemore after 
the trial, he said he had what he thought 
was a brilliant idea for keeping dry, put a 
cagoul over the top of the jacket with the 
hood over the head, topped by the crash 
helmet. Result? A very wet Norman with 
his own weather system inside his jacket, 
monsoon!  
 
I wish you all the success you wish 
yourselves for 2010. 
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Solo motorcycle on the Neil 
Westcott Memorial Trial 

By Julian Slade. 
 

L ast minute entry, unprepared, no 
transport, no time. A tornado of 
activity, sparks, intense light, 
cutting, joining, transport ready, 

trusty steed as ready as she’s going to be.  
Onto the wet roads of southern England 
towards the West county. 
 
Sunday and precipitation greeted the early 
riser, grey, uninviting, mild. Minehead 
Rugby Club, varied machinery and 
characters wetting the clubhouse floor 
signing on with Geoff and the team, 
numbers acquired and attached. Join the 
starting queue and soon away. 
 
Woodland tracks lead to Aville. Bikes rest 
against firs as tyres are deflated. Join the 
line up discuss tyre pressures and off up 
the muddy hill care over the slimy tree 
limbs, loop at the top and cautiously back 
down. Left right left along the road and 
another challenge, Vinegar Hill. 
Recollection dim. 
 
Cross country adventure to Baker. Fun 
these woodland tracks, duck, lean, twist, 
jump, slide as we fly along between the 
sections. At Baker, those waiting are 
entertained by the dancing machines and 
riders attempting to escape from the 
section. Mud, mud, deep deep slippery 
mud. 
 
To Slowley Farm via Fellons Oak –brief 
stop for some restart practice – wrong 
queue, right queue, sloping woodland, 
twisting mud caked route. The better pilots 
with impressive scores. Slowley special 
test – speed test - too much and 
overshoot – cheer rises from waiting 
competitors. Some pirouette and tumble 
into the muddy field – a soft landing. 
 
Maddocks found, tackled, but now lost. 
Map out, section located, I know the way. 

Combinations pass heading in the 
opposite direction. On track again find tyre 
tracks at Allercott, must be section, but 
gate closed and abandoned. Map out 
again, long way round to Stetfold Rocks, 
should have used route card, also closed 
for business. Another blat along flooded 
roads to Stone lane and machinery – 
Where did you get to? 
 
Stone Lane read Stone river – waterfall to 
ride. Section cleared, but continues and 
continues – challenge all the way to the 
road. Water filled ruts and they’re deep. 
Drowned bikes litter the track. Steeds 
drained and then bump started had them 
on their way again. 
 
Now Leigh – ford the gushing torrent, up 
the grassy hill now flat and mud again 
suddenly facing the wrong way and not 
past Marker 2. Turn and join the line for 
adjoining section. Must be some 
interesting wildlife as many off into the 
bushes without their machines having 
warmed hands on exhausts. Unbelievable 
mud here, believe it. Possible? Easier 
than it looks, but not so easy at the top. 
 
Later in the woods, long exciting tracks to 
challenging hills – sizeable mud steps, 
sharp corners, slippery exits,  twisting 
narrow rutted, keep the momentum, watch 
the ridges.  
 
Final hill – looks like a wide  woodland 
track, throttle open good speed, suddenly 
aware, section runs off to the right 
between trees, pull machine right hit bank, 
front wheel where it shouldn’t be, bring it 
down no, not there, into rut and quickly 
facing the wrong way ( again). She wants 
to go over and throw me down the slope; I 
manage to restrain her, but only just. 
 
Winding woodland paths again, eventually 
the road and a final rinse on the home run  
to Minehead Rugby Club – sign in,  warm 
tea, coffee, soup, bacon rolls…..nice. 
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Camel Vale Classic Trial 
by Bill Bennett 
 

S aturday morning saw me in the 
garage carrying out final checks 
on the car making sure everything 
was as good as it could be in 

readiness for our annual trip to Bodmin for 
the last trial of the year and the hardest 
test for both car and occupants of the 
whole year. By that I don’t mean it’s 
rough, they have found ways of stopping 
cars without breaking them but you do 
need every bit of power your engine can 
produce as the hills are very steep and 
usually quite slippery. The car was loaded 
around midday in time for a short rest and 
a bowl of soup before setting on our 
journey south, having checked that we 
had our passports ready for the Cornish 
border control.  
 
The journey down was without incidence 
and we arrived at the Premier Inn, Bodmin 
at about 17.30hrs, just right to book into 
our room before joining friends in the bar 
for a pre-meal drink. We were joining 
about 40 others for a Christmas meal 
organised by Kelly Thomas and friends, 
as we did last year when we had a good 
meal with good company. This year we 
were sitting with Colin Biles and Dick 
Munns of MG Midget fame and John and 
June Blakeley who do a sterling job all 
year travelling from trial to trial making 
sure we all keep our vehicles in good 
shape and legal. The meal was I think 
even better than last year and the service 
was brilliant especially considering they 
had to cope with such a big crowd. A very 
big thank you to Kelly for organising 
another great evening. 
 
Next morning we were up at about 
06.00hrs in readiness to drive the few 
miles to the Camel Trial car park behind 
the Borough Arms at Dumere, just North 
West of Bodmin. Here we had arranged to 
meet Tony Young to collect some cups 
rather than he or I carry them all around 

the trial. It was nice to see Tony and Ben 
again, they have not been out trialling 
much recently but I guess they couldn’t 
resist coming to this trial as they were 2nd 
overall last year. Having unloaded the car 
we drove the 7 miles or so to the Victoria 
Village hall in Roche, which was the start 
venue, having stopped on the way and 
filled up with petrol. First job was to get 
the car scrutineered and here we once 
again met John & June although this time 
without their little helper Alex who, by the 
way I’m told is close to getting his black 
belt in martial arts, so don’t mess with 
him!! Once through scrutineering we 
parked up and signed on, then it was off to 
the burger van to get our breakfast. 
 
We had quite a long wait now as with a 
running number of 52 we had a start time 
of 09.40 hrs. This late start time is due to 
a number of reasons, first of all cars are 
dispatched at two minute intervals instead 
of the more usual one minute and 
secondly, there is a 20 minute break after 
the last class 6 car has left giving Hans 
Viertel and his team a chance to 
rearrange the sections before we lower 
mortals have to attempt them. Eventually 
it was time for us to start and we drove the 
15 or so miles to the first group of 
sections. When we arrived there was quite 
a long queue of competitors all eagerly 
awaiting their chance to attempt the first 
hill. We waited and waited and waited! 
Because of the long wait Dave and Aaron 
Haizelden entertained the crowds with 
their impression of beavers, whilst Harvey 
Waters being the proud car owner he is, 
and with the help of Arnie decided to give 
his wheels a wash. Actually Harvey had 
already had two punctures and so he had 
to set about fitting some new inner tubes 
to give him usable spares for the rest of 
the trial. Slowly competitors attempted the 
hill, going up three at a time then backing 
all the way back down to the first junction. 
This is what was causing the long delay 
coupled with the very difficult conditions 
both getting to the section and the section 
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itself. Dick Bolt decided it might be easier 
to turn round rather than back such a long 
way but unfortunately this resulted in his 
red Ford Escort getting well and truly 
stuck between two banks. Not even the 
4x4 could sort this out so a gang of fit 
people were mustered and with the help of 
a long rope, finally Dick & Jackie were on 
their way again. We actually attempted 
this first section, Bakewood 1 at 12.10 
hrs, two and a half hours after leaving the 
start at Roche and a good two hours after 
arriving at these sections. This first section 
took a total of 352 points off those who 
attempted it with an average score of 7.33 
per car. Unfortunately I didn’t even make 
this average! 
 
Next came Bakewood 2 which was just 
across the road and where the start was 
reached by driving up the first part then 
backing to the start line. This was another 
muddy and very slippery hill, we only 
managed to get just past the 12 marker 
giving us a score of 11. One advantage of 
not getting very high on a hill is that you 
don’t have to back quite so far to get out.  
 
The track taking us to Bakewood 3 was 
worthy of being a section itself. Having got 
to the section we managed to do a little 
better but still came to rest earning 
another 6 points. If only points meant 
prizes!!  
 
Another track took us to the final section in 
this wood, Bakewood 4. All I will say 
about this section is that if you thought the 
total points score on the first section was 
pretty shocking then as they say “you ain’t 
seen nothing yet!” We actually managed a 
4 but looking at the score sheet it is very 
obvious that classes 6, 7 & 8 faced a 
much greater test than we did. This hill 
took a total of 411 points off the field, 
which when allowing for the total numbers 
taking part in the two events, represents 
nearly 60% of the total points lost by 
everybody on the whole of the Allen trial 
the week before, at least this time my 
score of 4 easily beat the section average 

of 8.75!! I know the Cornish are a hardy 
bunch of guys but this trial is certainly 
going to sort the wheat from the chaff. 
 
We now had a 15 mile journey back 
towards Bodmin and to the next section 
No 5 Trenay. Here we started on the lane 
and entered a track of the same slippery 
mud as we have by now come to expect. I 
can’t comment much on this section 
having only managed to get high enough 
to score an 8. Another 5 road miles and 
we came to section 6 Tawnamoor which 
was being run by the Bricknell family. This 
was a good section and one I should have 
cleaned except that the narrow track of 
the MG meant that one drive wheel had to 
be out of the now well established ruts. I 
got over the stream midway up the section 
but in spite of a lot of bouncing from both 
Liz and me we came to rest and scored a 
2. We had a short chat with Roger 
Bricknell who I haven’t seen for a while, 
then reversed back down the section and 
pumped up our tyres. 
 
We then travelled another 11 miles to 
Bishops Wood 1 which was a section we 
were allowed (even encouraged) to walk. 
This was mainly because of some stumps, 
which were about 9”-12” high. There were 
a choice of routes in the middle of the 
section but it seemed only one offered any 
amount of grip and this was the longest 
way round. We didn’t quite get over the 
steep brow and therefore earned 
ourselves another 5 points.  
 
On to Bishops Wood 2 which was being 
marshalled by friends from the Stroud 
Motor Club and is the section which goes 
up beside the big rock slab used on the 
Land’s End Trail. The first part of the 
section is quite straight forward but then 
came the sting in the tail in the form of a 
hard right hand corner closely followed by 
a steep greasy slope. We managed about 
half way up this slope to get another 5 
points. Having backed back down to the 
corner and then taken the escape road we 
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were quickly at Bishops Wood 3 which is 
the section where last year Nicola Butcher 
damaged her engine. Incidentally Nicola 
was driving her father’s Buggy this year 
and so ventured into class 8.  This section 
was to be the only section that we were 
going to clean today but looking at the 
score sheet it seemed most other people 
also found it easier apart from classes 7 & 
8 who obviously had it much harder. 1 
mile further and having passed the top of 
the section on our way in, we were at 
Hustyn which is a steep climb from a 
lower track up to the higher track which 
brought us into the wood. We were going 
quite well up this section until we got to 
the big yump about half way up. I tried to 
steer to avoid the worst of this hole but still 
got airborne and lost a lot of momentum. 
We finally came to a stop earning 
ourselves another 5 points.  
 
Hustyn Woods 1 saw us with another 7 
points so on to Hustyn Woods 2 which is 
a sharp right turn into the section which 
had two BIG tree roots going across the 
section from right to left. I thought I had 
worked out a cunning plan of squeezing 
my narrow car past the roots on the left 
side but soon found that this plan was 
pretty hopeless causing us to gain another 
10 points. Apparently the section was 
longer for classes 7 & 8 and they had a 
very steep finish to overcome. Hustyn 
Woods 3 was another steep climb after 
crossing a stream and up beside a wall. 
We were given a start line a bit further 
back which allowed us to take a bit more 
speed into the section but we still 
managed to earn another 7 points.  
 
From here we travelled another 4 miles to 
reach Polmorla, which is accessed by 
passing a rather nice modern house, 
which has been built in an old quarry. The 
section starts up behind some sheds, 
goes up a track which is considered far 
too easy by the Cornish boys so they take 
you off to the right where it gets much 
steeper and very slippery. I only 

remember this from past years because 
this year I failed on the easy track scoring 
another massive 11!!! Quite a few cars 
had problems backing out of this section 
and down the “escape road”, a couple of 
them nearly slipping off onto the steep 
bank and being in danger of getting into 
serious trouble except for the help of 
others and a little 4wd Kubota tractor. We 
were told to go back down through the 
start and back into the yard, which was 
much easier. 
 
We had to travel another 14 miles from 
here to reach Helligan 1 which was down 
a long track past Helligan 2. It was now 
getting quite dark making headlights very 
necessary for this section, but this was not 
my biggest problem, it was the lack of grip 
which we had suffered from all day. Still 
we managed to get high enough to only 
have to add another 7 points to our 
scorecard. I was quite pleased I had a 
reversing light to help me back down this 
section.  
 
We then back-tracked to Helligan 2. 
Would I have done any better if it had 
been light? I doubt it because it also was 
very greasy from all the recent rain. The 
lowest score on this hill was a 3 for Paul 
Bartleman and Kelly Thomas, I guess 
Kelly must have done some excellent 
bouncing to get Paul this high, (only joking 
Paul).  
 
Well another 1.5 miles at the end of quite 
a long day brought us to the final section, 
Shellwood. It was now so dark that when 
on the start line I could not see where to 
turn into the section. Thanks to Harvey 
Waters who positioned his Ford Pop so 
that his headlights pointed up the section 
we were able to get up the first steepish 
part and onto the “landing” and I guess 
about half way up the next steep part 
earning us another final 5 points. From 
here it was about 6 miles back to the 
finish. 
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A CHRISTMAS SONG 
which came to Colin Biles and Dick Munns 

as they journeyed around the Camel 
Classic 2009 

 

O n the first day of Christmas 
My bouncer said to me 
Make sure you post an entry for 
the Clee 

 
On the second day of Christmas 
My bouncer said to me 
What an excellent pre trial party” Thanks 
Kelly, Tris & all who made it possible. We 
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.. Not many 
clear heads in the morning though! 
And did you post our entry for the Clee? 
 
On the third day of Christmas 
My bouncer said to me 
Make sure you’re fully signed-on 
Remember Exeter 09, when you didn’t & 
got excluded! 
What an excellent pre trial party 
Just check you sent our entry for the Clee 
 
On the fourth day of Christmas 
My bouncer said to me 
Section 1’s a lot going backward almost 
reversed to Dobwalls ! 
I think you really signed-on 
What an excellent pre trial party 
And did you post the entry for the Clee? 
 
On the fifth day of Christmas 
My Bouncer said to me 
Hans Viertel’s working very hard ’hats- off’ 
to you Hans. Excellent planning and your 
marshals. Their assistance and good 
humour kept us going. A long day for you 
all. thanks 
Section 1’s a lot going backwards 
Did you really sign-on 
What an excellent pre trial party 
And did you post the entry for the Clee? 
 
On the sixth day of Christmas  
My bouncer said to me 
Bill Bennett thinks his watch stopped. Kept 
shaking it to make sure it was working 

Hans Viertel’s working very hard 
Section 1’s a lot going backwards 
Confirm you really signed-on 
What an excellent pre trial party 
And have you sent our entry for the Clee? 
 
On the seventh day of Christmas 
My bouncer said at me 
Turn left means going my side! 
Bill Bennett thinks his watch stopped 
Hans Viertel’s working very hard 
Section 1’s a lot going backwards 
Just check you really signed-on 
What an excellent pre trial party 
And did you post the entry for the Clee? 
 
On the eighth day of Christmas 
My bouncer said to me 
Brilliant Cornish weather. It hasn’t rained 
for over an hour, then it hailed buckets 
Turn left means going my side 
Bill Bennett thinks his watch stopped 
Hans Viertel’s working very hard 
Section 1’s a lot going backwards 
Have you really signed-on 
What an excellent pre trial party 
And did you post the entry for the Clee? 
 
On the ninth day of Christmas 
My bouncer said to me 
Look. Adrian’s being towed out by a motor 
mower! in the Exit lane from Polmorla . 
Brilliant Cornish weather 
Turn left means going my side 
Bill Bennett thinks his watch stopped 
Hans Viertel’s working very hard 
Section 1’s a lot going backwards 
Confirm you really signed-on 
What an excellent pre trial party 
And have you sent our entry for the Clee? 
 
On the tenth day of Christmas 
My bouncer said to me 
It’s good to see the Stroud crew. Much 
support for ACTC events, thanks boys. 
Adrian‘s being towed out 
Brilliant Cornish weather 
Turn left means going my side 
Bill Bennett thinks his watch stopped 
Hans Viertel’s working very hard 
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Section Ends 
By Dennis Greenslade 

 

1 978 and the first ever national classic 
trials championship – The David 
Paull Classic Trials Championship 
administered by Chester Motor 

Club – had commenced –see Restart 
November 2009. The second round was 
the long running and famed Cotswold 
Clouds organised by Stroud and District 
Motor Club. In sharp contrast to the poorly 
supported Allen the event attracted a 
quality entry of sixty-one cars.  
 
However, unlike regulations governing 
classic trials today, there were certain 
anomalies relating to the type of tyres 
permitted for this competition. I had last 
competed in the Cotswold Clouds in 1975 
at which time “Town and Country” pattern 
tyres were permitted and tended to be 
favoured by the majority of entrants at that 
time. The regulations were changed the 
following year disallowing “grip” tyres for 

rear-engined cars over 1300cc and 
subsequently amended yet again for 1977 
and 1978, the restriction being for rear-
engined vehicles over 1500cc and Imp 
variants over 875cc. However, providing 
the vehicle did not have its power base at 
the rear the modifications permitted 
appeared limitless viz. larger engines, 
larger diameter wheels with or without 
“grip” tyres. It was the only trial at that time 
with such iniquitous rules but as it was, 
quite rightly, included into the 
championship. I purchased a set of new 
“standard” Uniroyal Rallye tyres that were 
hastily fitted at the start. 
 
(Photo) The Tamar Trio Trials Team of 
MGs setting off to compete on the 
Edinburgh (Derbyshire) Trial – September 
1976  
 
As previously mentioned there had been 
much discussion relating to the banning of 
“Town and Country” pattern tyres. The 
changing regulations for the Cotswold 
Clouds Trial highlighted the dilemma at 

Section 1’s a lot going backwards 
Make sure you really signed-on 
What an excellent pre trial party 
And did you post the entry for the Clee? 
 
On the eleventh day of Christmas 
My bouncer said to me 
Congratulations to all the class winners” 
Paul Bartleman  Andrew Rippon, Alan 
Keat, Tony Young, Andrew Martin and 
Dave Haizelden 
It’s good to see the Stroud crew 
Adrian’s being towed out 
Brilliant Cornish weather 
Turn left means going my side 
Bill Bennett thinks his watch stopped 
Hans Viertel’s working very hard 
Section 1’s a lot going backwards 
They say you really signed-on 
What an excellent pre trial party 
And did you post the entry for the Clee? 
 
 

 
On the twelfth day of Christmas 
My bouncer said to me 
That was a good day’s motor sport. With 
special thanks to all in Camel Vale Motor 
Club, Scrutineers ; John, June & Andrew, 
Hans and the marshals and not forgetting 
our fellow competitors who gave 
assistance when necessary. So 
Thanks to the Camel Motor Club 
Congrats to all class winners 
It’s good to see the Stroud crew 
Adrian’s being towed out 
Brilliant Cornish weather 
Turn left means going my side 
Bill Bennett thinks his watch stopped 
Hans Viertel’s working very hard 
Section 1’s a lot going backwards 
No problem at the sign-on 
What an excellent pre trial party 
And Pat’s confirmed our entry for the Clee 
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the time and the previous edition of 
Section Ends depicted a picture of Pete 
Moore’s MG J2 on the 1978 Land’s End, 
the car fitted with Land Rover grip tyres. 
  

The Tamar Trio Trials Team, probably the 
most successful MG trials drivers since 
the 1930s, transported their three cars 
and eight people from Cornwall to Buxton 
in a Safari Land Rover with a top speed of 
35m.p.h. – It was a very long trip. Once 
again note the “grip” tyres. Whilst they 
were one of the teams to beat in MCC 
Trials, on the 1976 Edinburgh only Pete 
managed to obtain a medal (Bronze), all 
three failing the test on Putwell 2, the 
climb of Litton Slack and with only Pete 
cleaning Bamford Clough. 
 
However their overall list of successes is 
impressive. Apart from the winning of an 
MCC Team Championship and a number 
of team and class awards on MCC trials 
both Pete and Colin Bird have each won a 

Triple Award. Pete, Colin and Barry Smith 
also use their Ms for racing and between 
them have won awards at Silverstone, and 
Wiscombe Park, Werrington Park and 
Babbacombe hillclimbs. 

 
The first section of the Cotswold Clouds 
was Mackhouse, an easy gradient 
containing loose stones. There was a 
delay here as some enterprising “learner” 
driver drove her Hillman Imp down the 
long track necessitating ten or so cars 
reversing back to the country road as 
there was no room for the young lady and 
her chariot to pass. Clearly the 
“Unsuitable for Motor Vehicles” sign had 
escaped her notice!  
 
Following an easy timed restart – five 
seconds allowed  - on Ferriscourt, which 
included a right hand hairpin, there was a 
very long delay as competitors queued to 
await their turn on the first real tester at 
Ham Mill. The climb which commenced 
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from a very narrow high walled lane 
traversed a large step as it opened out 
into a ninety degree right hand bend, 
thence over a hump into deep slippery 
mud prior to turning left then right again 
and then along a wide but greasy track to 
the summit. All needed to be on their 
mettle but almost half the entry failed 
forward motion at the first right-hander. 
Only Mike Hinde – 1280cc Hillman Imp, 
Mike Heskins – 998cc Hillman Imp and 
myself - 1776cc VW Beetle - achieved 
penalty free climbs driving cars using 
standard tyres, “grip” tyres really proving 
an advantage on this section. 
 
An eight second timed restart at Hobb’s 
Choice proved fairly easy, as was the 
notorious Nailsworth Ladder, hitherto one 
of the “terrors” on the “Clouds”. It was the 
exceptionally deep mud in the narrow lane 
at Axe that caused the next batch of 
failures. Ground clearance was at a 
premium with many drivers pumping their 
tyres up to obtain as much clearance as 
possible. Climbing the lane at Fort with its 
diagonal concrete drains made the going 
a little rough before attempting the near 
impossible mud and clay quagmire at 
Sandfords. Indeed only two drivers 
successfully beat the gradient and the 
quagmire – Duncan Welch in a modified 
M.G Midget and Eric Wall with his Canhi 
special. 
 
The aforementioned drivers were also the 
only two to “clean” the “Clouds”, the 
overall award going to Duncan who put up 
the fastest combined time from the two 
speed tests. The Cotswold Cloudsmen, 
Eric Wall – Canhi – Frank Roseblade – 
Ford Escort and John West - Oliver, won 
the team award. 
 
On the 24th/25th March the MCC organised 
the 70th Anniversary Land’s End Trial 
which was not an event which qualified for 
the new championship, the MCC 
committee at the time voting against 
inclusion of the three historic classics into 
the national competition. As it was an 

“anniversary” all entrants were anticipating 
a special event but owing to the 
cancellation of the more testing sections 
the trial was pathetically easy being more 
akin to a Sunday afternoon run than a real 
trial. This was now the second year in 
succession where the trial was regarded 
as lacking in bite. 
 
For the forty-four years that I have been a 
member of the MCC I have noted the 
clubs attraction to the competitive motorist 
vary tremendously and this was a time 
when the Land’s End in particular was 
losing its appeal. Whilst the event has 
regained its rightful place as one of the 
principal trials, with the current 
concentration on class “0”, at times to the 
detriment of the trial “proper”, the MCC 
may be in danger of losing its place as the 
premier classic trials club. In this regard I 
quote the message dated 6th Match 1958 
from Weymouth Bennett, the then 
chairman of Newquay Urban District 
Council prior to the Jubilee Land’s End – 
 
“For 50 years the London – Land’s End 
Trial has been an outstanding event in the 
Cornish year. 
 
In our thousands we have watched you 
flashing down the A.30. Some have 
wondered what it is that impels you to 
leave the comfort of your kids and spend 
the night travelling up hill and down dale 
for 300 miles until the Atlantic Ocean 
brings you to a halt. 
 
Now we have the pleasure of meeting you 
all in person, Newquay awaits your arrival, 
and I personally am looking forward to 
greeting you all at the Dance to be held at 
the Trial Headquarters, the Headland 
Hotel” 
 
How times have changed – the 
thousands, which eagerly awaited the 
passing of the mud stained vehicles, have 
gradually dwindled over the years, apart 
perhaps from Bluehills where in recent 
times there has been somewhat of a 
revival. The grandiose Headland Hotel 
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overlooking the sea at Newquay has been 
replaced with the Crossroads Motel on the 
outskirts of the mining town of Redruth – 
hardly the same. 
 
Nonetheless an entry of three hundred 
and twenty eight vehicles contested the 
Anniversary Trial commencing from 
Oxford, Bristol, Virginia Water and 
Lewdown. As on previous occasions the 
routes converged at Sparkford where 
following a brief halt and an extremely 
simple stop and restart test the entourage 
traversed the narrow but moderate 
gradient at Sug Lane. The Exmoor Clouds 
section at Hindon Hill, some sixty miles 
later was particularly tricky for those who 
attempted the bank in the early hours of 
the morning, when the clinging mud soon 
clogged even the deepest tyre treads. 
Indeed from the first forty cars attempting 
the section there were only eleven 
reaching the summit – Laurie Knight – 
Ford Escort, Cyril Charlesworth – Morgan, 
Keith Turner – Porsche 911, Dudley 
Sterry – MG J2, and John Sargeant and 
Keith Vipond in their VW Beetles being 
amongst them. As the section dried there 
were very few failures. 
 
It became easier as the morning wore on 
with Beggar’s Roost likened to a 
“moderately rough farm track”. Following 
an auto test type speed test in a disused 
quarry the route progressed to the rutted 
Orange Hill near Torrington and a Stop 
and Go test at Sutcombe. This was being 
used in reverse direction in that the climb 
was up the high walled lane that is 
generally used today to descend to the 
stream. 
 
Darracott contained an easy restart at the 
very bottom of the hill and an even simpler 
double re-start test on virtually level 
ground near the summit. Crackington was 
devoid of its quagmire-like slowing 
properties and the “grip tyre” restart at 
Barratts Mill was cancelled. The relatively 
new hill of Brickannan would have shown 
promise, but yet again a further 

cancellation ensued for the “standard” tyre 
brigade. This left only Bluehills where, 
thankfully, in the midst of gale force and 
very cold winds from the Atlantic a restart 
on the recently concreted surface at the 
hills steepest part was causing extreme 
difficulty. Amongst the early arrivals only 
Laurie Knight’s Ford Escort and Keith 
Turner’s Porsche 911 managed to pull 
away from this greasy area. As the 
surface dried pending yet a further shower 
David Turner and Alan Foster in their 
1835cc and 1584cc VW Beetles made 
successful climbs but it really pelted with 
hail just prior to my own attempt. 
However, I managed to emulate their 
achievement but within a further ten 
minutes the only really competitive section 
of the day was cancelled. 
 
As one competitor stated “ We had a very 
trouble free trip in what was probably the 
easiest Land’s End Trial for many years. 
The only hill which might have caused us 
some trouble, if not failed us, was the 
restart on Bluehills, which was cancelled 
just before our turn to attempt it, which 
destroyed one of the only fillips we had 
had all day” The Field Trophy was won by 
Duncan Welch – MG Midget beating Chris 
Betson -  Hillman Imp by 0.1 seconds on 
the combined tests. Class awards were 
won by Mike Hinde – Peugeot 504, T. 
Tead – Hillman Imp, A. Millhouse –
Morgan, Alan Foster – VW Beetle, Peter 
James – Dellow, and Chris Betson – and 
Philip Mitchell in Hillman Imps. The team 
awards were taken by Messrs. Goodall, 
Margetts and Owen in Morgans and the 
VW Beetles of David Turner, Alan Foster 
and myself. 
 
In the third round of the championship on 
the 2nd April a class win on Hertfordshire 
Constabulary Motor Club’s Park Woods 
Trial kept me in a “podium” position 
alongside Mike Hinde – Hillman Imp and 
Frank Roseblade – Ford Escort with John 
West – Oliver – Peter Le Couteur – Dellow 
and Duncan Welch – MG Midget snapping 
at our heels. 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration. 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                                                                    £13.30 
Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating  1ltr                         £9.99 
 
Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                  £4.25 
Box 10 special price                                           £37.50 
CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                £6.75 
Box 10 special price                                           £62.50 
 

Octane Plus – gives your engine a power boost 
250ml treats 50 litres unleaded petrol               £4.75 
Box 10 special price                                        £42.75 
Diesel Power Plus 
500ml treats 500 litres                                       £8.60 
 
Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres      £9.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres                                       £5.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£9.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel / Fax 01460 66434 
tim@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

Whitchurch 

MOT 
Centre 

 

Adrian Marfell 
01600 890218 
 

  Air Cooled VW Experts 

  Class 4 Beetles a speciality 

  Tyre Racks 

  Sumpguards 

  Turn-Key Cars 

  In fact, everything you need 
to keep your trials VW 
competitive 

Just off the A40 between Ross and 
Monmouth,  where the Kyrle starts 
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Championship Chat  
 

I  think on reflection that the 2009 
trialling season was a bit like the 
curate’s egg; good in parts, but bad in 
others.  The bad parts were the loss of 

the Northern, Chairman’s and Hardy trials 
for 2009, but good bits – the re-
emergence of the Torbay trial, for 
instance, together with the usual good 
humour and sportsmanship of the 
competitors – certainly made it a very 
enjoyable year for me. Also, I guess, 
enjoyable for the winners of the various 
bits of silverware. 
 
Pride of place, I think, must go to Paul 
Bartelman for taking the Wheelspin Cup 
by such a convincing margin, some 35 
points. Paul won five events outright, 
which is over half the one-day events he 
competed in. Second place, and the 
Autofarms Trophy, went to Tris White, but 
only by dint of a second place on the 
Cotswold Clouds, from Dudley Sterry 
whose highest event placing was third on 
three events. That means that Dudley gets 
the Stalwarts Trophy with Bill Bennett in 
an extremely creditable fourth place and 
the Dellow Trophy. Dean Partington won 
the Cloudsmans Trophy in fifth place and 
will certainly challenge for a higher 
position next year – if only he didn’t live so 
far away from most of the action. 
 
Dave Haizelden won his class nine times 
out of the ten events and was quite a clear 
leader in the Crackington League and so 
takes the Crackington Cup. Keith 
Sanders in class 5, who wins the 
Mottershead & Smith Cup (only finishing 
in 8 one-day events) followed Dave home. 
 
Andrew Martin took the Enthusiast’s Cup 
for his efforts in about four different cars, I 
seem to recall, but by a very narrow 
margin from James Shallcross, who thus 
won the Mike Stephen’s Cup. I do enjoy 
watching James’ in-car videos on 

YouTube, but I don’t understand how he 
and his passengers don’t need the 
‘expletive deleted’ button more. Fifth 
place, again by a very narrow margin, and 
winner of the Pegasus Cup is Andrew 
Rippon. 
 
The ladies had it all their own way in the 
Navigator’s League (again!) with Liz 
Bennett winning the Woolbridge Trophy, 
quite some way ahead of Lorraine 
Rippon who takes the Sportsman’s 
Trophy. The third award winner is Judy 
Phillips who just took third place from 
James Curtis in fourth. 
 
The Team Trophy really did go down to 
the wire with the eventual winners, More 
Bump’n’Grind (Messrs Bartelman, 
Groves, Waters and Sterry) snatching 
the Trophy from 1-2-1 (or should that now 
be 1-5-1?) and Messrs Haizelden, 
Collins, Dommett and Allaway. Those 
were the only two legal teams for 2009, 
and so far from the 2010 entries I think we 
only have one, and that’s not strictly legal 
because one of the team have not yet 
joined ACTC for 2010. 
 
Which brings me on to the subject of 2010 
entries, which as ever you have been 
sending in nice and early. But, remember, 
by the time you see this magazine I will 
have switched to the 2010 address lists 
for SRs despatch, so if you want to 
continue to have the one-day event 
information drop through your mailbox or 
into you in-box make sure you send me 
your entry pdq. 
 
Let me finish by congratulating all the 
award winners, and sympathising with 
those of you, who ran them close. Have a 
good trialling 2010 and I hope to see you 
around and about on the hills. 
 
 

Chris Phillips 
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BSW Accounting Services 
 

Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
Self Employed, need help with your accounts or self assessment tax return on 

line?  Need to set up a Limited Company? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

VAT   PAYE  NIC Pensions  Capital & Annual Investment allowances 
P&L Balance Sheet  Cash book  Purchase & Sale Books Cash Flow 

 
Free 1st consultation to work through options 

Contact - Barbara.selkirk@bswservices.co.uk 
www.bswservices.co.uk    01584 881351/ 07722 820933 

2009 Ex
et

er

Ex
m

oo
r

La
nd

's
 E

nd

Ilk
le

y

Ta
w

 &
 T

or
rid

ge

Ed
in

bu
rg

h

Ex
m

oo
r C

lo
ud

s

Ta
m

ar

Ta
rk

a

N
ei

l W
es

co
tt

To
ta

l

B
es

t 7

cc
.

Po
si

tio
n

POUNCY LEAGUE
Chris Poel 3 NE 10 NE NE 10 NE NE NE 5 28 1
Keith Johnston R 8 6 NE NE 0 NE NE 10 NE 24 2
Edward Griffin NE 5 NE NE 3 NE 0 8 6 0 22 3
Tom Beckerleg NS NS 0 NE NE 6 NE 10 NE NE 16 4
Stephen Bailey NS 4 ECC NE 1 ECC 4 0 6 NE 15 5
Nicholas Ellery 3 NE 10 NE NE NS NE NE NE NE 13 6
Stephen Grinter NE NE NE NE 1 NE 10 NE NE 0 11 7
Richard Dawe NE NE NE 3 NE NE NE NE NE NE 3 8
Michael Messervy NE 0 0 NE NE 0 0 NE NE 0 0 9
John Webb NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE 0
Jeremy Slatter NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE 0
Michael Wadsworth NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE 0

RED ROSE
Yoshi Adams 10 7 10 10 9 10 10 9 4 7 86 68 600 1
Alexander Lidgate 10 10 6 9 10 10 8 10 8 9 90 68 650 2
Simon Eddy NE 6 6 NE NS 10 NE 7 10 0 39 3

Key. NE = Non Entry.  NS = Non Starter. R = Retired. ECC = Entered Car Class.
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Motorcycle 
Championships 
 

W ell just when you think you 
have everything sorted. The 
Neil Westcott Trial saw all 
types of machines entered. 

The sidecars had Enduro, Time Trial and 
Sporting Trials outfits entered which do 
not conform to the accepted classification 
of the ACTC. 
  
Therefore the final positions of Yoshi & 
Sarah and Al & John ended up (once 
sorted for the best seven out of ten). 
Equal. Then after some discussion with 
the chairman, Simon Yoshi & Sarah were 
awarded the Red Rose Bowl, as Yoshi's 
bike had the smaller engine size. What a 
finish......!  
 
Well done to both teams! 
  
I was asked to become the Motorcycle 
Championship Coordinator so the events 
and the championship could be sorted out. 
And it did need some sorting.......... 
 
For 2010 it is hoped that trials’ organisers 
conform to the standardised formulae and 
If they allow Enduro or ''Trials'' machines 
to enter they must be placed in a separate 
class and not be eligible for the 
championship points. They also must use 
trials tyres. And any bike not using trials 
tyres is not allowed to compete. I do so 
hope this will happen fully in 2010. 
However the organisers of the events 
need to do their bit to achieve this. It is 
good to see events with their own 
individual character lets hope they 
continue and to a formulae that is fair. 
  
A while ago a ''Trials'' bike was entered in 
the Edinburgh, and the rider achieved a 
silver medal. There was some discussion 

and the result was that Classic Trials are 
not about ''banning'' entrants’ vehicles. 
However for all classes there are set 
specifications and to this affect many 
vehicles are outside these specifications. 
Road legal tyres, full road legal lighting 
etc, etc 
  
I have heard from some competitors that 
their machine does not need certain items 
to be ''road legal'' and have removed 
items, also as their machine is less than 
three years old they have no requirement 
for an MOT which could prove otherwise? 
Big loophole here? As many scrutineers 
rely on an MOT to prove the legality of a 
machine. I have seen machines ridden 
with no lights on a daytime MOT, the other 
way is to take the lights off after getting a 
full MOT and still enter.  
 
So there are many variants for the 
organisers to be aware of. It is good that 
in the main the real competitors stick to 
the rules and the spirit of the events It 
must be remembered that the ACTC 
events are for Trail bikes and the classes 
are arranged for such. 
  
Organisers can (and do) have extra 
classes to cater for ''Other Machines''. 
Though sometimes it is not appreciated by 
the organisers what exactly qualifies for 
the standardised ACTC classes. I bring 
everyone's attention to the ACTC Rule 
pages (5). Technical Requirements for 
Motorcycles. (Also allowing for classes B1 
& B2) and (6) championship scoring. 
  
Have a very Happy New Year.  
Best regards & have fun. 
 
 

Stephen Bailey 
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Wheelspin League 2009
Exe ClH Exm CoC Kyr LaE Ilk Tor T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Best 9 Total

Paul Bartleman 5 9 10 3 9 10 9 5 8 10 10 10 85 98
Tris White 5 7 9 2 5 5 6 5 6 50 50
Dudley Sterry 3 8 8 5 5 8 4 5 4 1 3 1 50 55
Bill Bennett 5 7 4 5 6 5 6 7 45 45
Dean Partington 3 6 6 8 10 5 38 38
David Haizelden 5 8 5 6 3 5 4 36 36
Keith Sanders 9 3 4 5 7 5 33 33
Simon Woodall 5 10 8 9 32 32
Adrian Dommett 5 4 10 10 29 29
Andrew Rippon 1 8 5 5 6 4 29 29
Andrew Martin 5 10 5 5 2 1 28 28
Mike Workman 3 5 8 7 23 23
Ian Moss 5 7 5 5 22 22
Nick Farmer 5 7 2 1 4 19 19
Ryan Tonkin 7 3 9 19 19
Simon Groves 9 8 2 19 19
Emma Robilliard 5 5 5 15 15
Eric Wall 5 5 5 15 15
Stuart Roach 5 5 3 13 13
Mark Smith 5 3 5 13 13
Gary Browning 10 1 11 11
Michael Collins 3 5 3 11 11
Nigel Jones 5 5 10 10
James Shallcross 1 4 5 10 10
Paul Allaway 5 1 3 9 9
Stuart Harrold 1 3 5 9 9
Ed Nikel 3 1 5 9 9
Terry Coventry 4 1 1 3 9 9
Dick Bolt 3 5 8 8
Philip Bovill 5 3 8 8
Barry Clarke 3 5 8 8
Richard Peck 3 5 8 8
Alan Selwood 5 3 8 8
Michael Warnes 5 3 8 8
Mal Allen 5 2 7 7
Sticker Martin 5 1 1 7 7
Duncan Welch 1 1 5 7 7
Stephen Bailey 1 5 6 6
Peter Hart 3 3 6 6
Stuart Highwood 3 3 6 6
Tim Lakin 3 3 6 6
John Looker 3 3 6 6
Murray Montgomery-Smith 3 1 2 6 6
Leslie Newell 6 6 6
Brian Partridge 1 5 6 6
Colin Perryman 5 1 6 6
Harvey Waters 3 3 6 6
Tony Young 6 6 6
Harry Butcher 5 5 5
Richard Houlgate 5 5 5
John Ludford 5 5 5
David Miller 5 5 5
Mike Pearson 5 5 5
Claire Rippon 5 5 5
Bill Rosten 5 5 5
Reg Salway 5 5 5
Mark Tooth 5 5 5
Rob Wells 5 5 5
Brian Alexander 1 3 4 4
Giles Greenslade 4 4 4
James Smith 1 3 4 4
David Foreshew 3 3 3
Michael Leete 3 3 3
Peter Mountain 2 1 3 3
Adrian Tucker-Peake 1 2 3 3
John Wilton 3 3 3
Courtenay Yandle 3 3 3
Tony Branson 1 1 2 2
Stephen Johnson 1 1 1
Stephen Kenny 1 1 1
Stephen Kingstone 1 1 1
Julian Lack 1 1 1
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Crackington Table 2009

Exe ClH Exm CoC Kyr LaE Ilk Tor T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Best 9 Total

No 
Events
Scored

David Haizelden 5.0 10.5 10.5 10.7 10.5 5.0 10.6 10.4 10.2 5.0 8.4 10.4 5.8 10.3 94.1 123.3 14
Keith Sanders 10.4 10.7 10.2 R 10.5 10.4 9.6 10.4 9.8 82.0 82.0 8
Andrew Martin 5.0 10.3 9.4 11.0 10.5 10.4 5.0 9.0 4.0 10.9 81.5 85.5 10
James Shallcross 8.5 7.5 7.7 9.5 9.6 R 5.0 9.4 9.4 9.8 9.3 80.7 85.7 10
Andrew Rippon 1.0 8.6 11.0 5.0 7.5 10.4 5.0 9.8 11.0 11.0 79.3 80.3 10
Adrian Dommett 5.0 9.3 10.4 9.7 10.3 10.6 10.8 10.2 76.3 76.3 8
Colin Biles 7.4 7.7 8.6 8.3 6.5 7.4 5.6 8.4 4.8 9.2 69.1 73.9 10
Brian Alexander 1.0 8.4 6.7 9.2 R 9.3 8.5 3.0 6.6 7.4 5.8 64.9 65.9 10
Emma Robilliard 5.0 9.6 5.0 5.0 9.2 10.4 9.6 53.8 53.8 7
Peter Jones 8.7 10.6 7.5 8.4 8.6 7.8 51.6 51.6 6
Michael Collins 3.0 9.5 8.5 8.7 8.5 3.0 6.0 47.2 47.2 7
Simon Woodall 0.0 8.0 5.0 11.0 9.0 0.0 10.0 43.0 43.0 5
Simon Groves 11.0 4.0 10.4 10.5 5.0 40.9 40.9 5
Ryan Tonkin 10.2 10.1 10.3 9.2 39.8 39.8 4
Gary Browning 9.4 10.6 10.2 9.4 39.6 39.6 4
Nigel Jones 5.0 6.5 R 3.8 9.6 5.0 8.6 38.5 38.5 6
Harvey Waters 8.0 10.0 3.0 8.4 9.0 38.4 38.4 5
Mal Allen 9.0 8.0 9.5 10.0 36.5 36.5 4
Murray Montgomery-Smith R 2.0 6.0 3.0 1.0 9.5 5.8 8.0 35.3 35.3 7
Stephen Kingstone 10.3 9.4 1.0 7.6 6.8 35.1 35.1 5
John Wilton 3.0 7.4 5.7 9.3 6.5 31.9 31.9 5
Nick Farmer 5.0 8.0 8.8 1.0 3.0 6.0 0.0 231.8 31.8 6
Peter Hart 11.0 3.0 6.5 10.5 31.0 31.0 4
Stuart Roach 5.0 8.7 5.0 3.0 8.8 30.5 30.5 5
Philip Roberts 8.4 10.3 10.4 29.1 29.1 3
Giles Greenslade 9.5 8.6 10.0 28.1 28.1 3
Mike Workman 3.0 8.0 9.0 8.0 28.0 28.0 4
Ian Moss 5.0 11.0 5.0 5.0 26.0 26.0 4
Derek Tyler 10.0 9.0 7.0 26.0 26.0 3
David Miller 5.0 8.3 5.0 7.0 25.3 25.3 4
Jim Walsh 5.6 4.8 6.6 8.3 25.3 25.3 4
John White 7.0 8.8 9.2 25.0 25.0 3
Mark Smith 5.0 2.0 9.6 3.0 5.0 24.6 24.6 5
Stephen Potter 8.4 6.7 8.3 23.4 23.4 3
Leslie Newell 9.0 5.0 7.0 2.0 23.0 23.0 4
Stephen Kenny 3.0 3.0 9.9 1.0 6.0 22.9 22.9 5
Charles Knifton 7.5 7.6 7.8 22.9 22.9 3
Stuart Harrold 1.0 7.0 2.0 3.0 R 4.8 5.0 22.8 22.8 6
Eric Wall 5.0 2.0 0.0 5.0 5.0 5.6 22.6 22.6 5
Michael Leete 3.0 8.5 10.6 22.1 22.1 3
Richard Houlgate 8.0 5.0 5.0 4.0 11.0 22.0 4
Dick Bolt 6.0 3.0 5.0 R 7.9 21.9 21.9 4
Bill Rosten 5.0 7.5 9.0 21.5 21.5 3
James Smith 1.0 9.3 3.0 7.6 20.9 20.9 4
Terry Coventry 0.0 11.0 1.0 7.8 1.0 20.8 20.8 4
Reg Salway 6.0 5.0 9.6 20.6 20.6 3
Adrian Tucker-Peake 1.0 8.6 10.8 20.4 20.4 3
Tony Young 9.8 10.2 20.0 20.0 2
Kevin Barnes 4.0 8.9 7.0 19.9 19.9 3
Nicola Butcher 7.6 6.8 5.0 0.0 19.4 19.4 3
Geoff Stone 9.4 9.6 19.0 19.0 2
David Symons 9.5 9.4 18.9 18.9 2
John Bell R 9.2 9.5 18.7 18.7 2
Terry Ball 10.5 7.8 18.3 18.3 2
Colin Perryman 5.0 10.0 2.0 R 1.0 18.0 18.0 4
Michael Warnes 5.0 3.0 9.6 17.6 17.6 3
Alastair Queen 8.6 7.6 16.2 16.2 2
Michael Chatwin 3.0 6.0 4.0 3.0 16.0 16.0 4
Julian Lack 5.0 4.0 4.0 R 1.0 2.0 16.0 16.0 5
Richard Peck 3.0 7.6 5.0 15.6 15.6 3
Sticker Martin 5.0 10.4 15.4 15.4 2
Harry Butcher 3.0 0.0 0.0 6.8 5.0 14.8 14.8 3
David Foreshew 10.0 4.0 14.0 14.0 2
Ed Nikel 3.0 5.0 1.0 5.0 14.0 14.0 4
Paul Allaway 5.0 1.0 3.0 4.8 13.8 13.8 4
Stuart Highwood 5.0 R 3.0 5.0 13.0 13.0 3
John Looker 3.0 6.6 3.0 12.6 12.6 3
Michael Pocock R 5.6 6.6 12.2 12.2 2
Peter Mountain 5.0 6.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 12.0 12.0 3
Brian Partridge 0.0 0.0 1.0 5.8 5.0 0.0 11.8 11.8 3
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
8th January Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
24th January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
31st January Exmoor North Devon MC Championship (C/M) 
7th February Cotswold Clouds Stroud MC Championship (C) 
7th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
13th February Northern Fellside Championship (C/M) 
13th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC * 
14th February Launceston Launceston * 
21st February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Championship (M) 
1st March Camel Heights Camel Vale ACTC invite 
6th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
7th March March Hare Falcon MC * 
13th March Hereford VSCC * 
14th March Mechanics Stroud MC * 
21st March Torbay Torbay MC Championship (C) 
2nd April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
4th April President’s Camel Vale * 
17th April Kimber MGCC * 
18th April Scottish VSCC * 
18th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
25th April Bovey Down Windwhistle MC * 
16th May Ilkley Trial Ilkley MC Championship (C/M) 
12th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
2nd October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
9th October Ebworth Stroud MC ACTC invite 
9th October Welsh VSCC * 
17th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead MC Championship (C/M) 
24th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
31st October Tarka North Devon MC Championship (M) 
6th November Lakeland VSCC * 
7th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
14th November Hardy Woolbridge  
28th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
28th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
5th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 
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