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EDITORIAL 

 
Editor: Mrs Pat Toulmin 
Northbrook                                                             Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands                                                      Jonathan Toulmin 
Heath End                                                             Tel: 01789 731332     
Snitterfield                                                              jonathan@toulmin.info                    
Stratford on Avon                                            
CV37 0PP                                                      
Tel:   01789 731332                                                ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
pat@toulmin.info                                                                
 
 
I always wonder what I am going to talk about  in my editorial. I usually leave it to the 
last minute and hope that something will spark some comments. This certainly 
happened this time. As I was about to finish this issue off Jim Miller ‘s interesting 
Edinburgh article arrived and I had to revisit several pages. He did the Edinburgh in 
what he calls class O. As the MAC in the guise of Jonathan Toulmin invented this class, 
we know it is class 0 (zero!) and it should be so. However I enjoyed Jim’s title for his 
article and left it as it was. But the class for more fragile cars and drivers should be class 
0….. zero not the letter o. 

 

Ideal stocking filler or must have ACTC accessory?? 
 

ACTC have produced a club calendar for 2010 
 

A different scenic photograph for each month 
 

Complete with the dates of all ACTC trials 
 

A4 spiral bound 
 

Only £7.50 inc postage 
 

Please send orders to Mrs Pat Toulmin, Northbrook, 4, Briery Lands,  
Heath End, Snitterfield, Stratford on Avon, CV37 0PP 

 
 

Please make cheques payable to The Association of Classic Trials Clubs 
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T his quarter I start with two 
“wanted” ads. Firstly ACTC is 
short of a vice-chairman. The role 
calls for attendance at just two 

meetings per year, the chairing of the 
ACTC Technical Panel, where doubts 
about rule interpretation are resolved. This 
person would also become a steward of 
the championship and become involved in 
the decision process for the allocation of 
the subjective trophies. The second is for 
someone with an engineering bent and 
some spare time who can build us a Diff 
Testing machine, which will detect Quaife 
diffs. If you’ve ever fancied being on 
Channel Four’s “Scrap Heap Challenge” 
then this might be just up your street. 
There is an outline design for this 
machine, on the proverbial fag packet, but 
we need someone who can turn an idea 
into reality using scrounged bits. 
 
The recent AGM of the ACTC Council was 
different in that there were a couple of 
topics that were raised as discussion 
points for long term consideration rather 
than making specific decisions. So as you 
read the following remember that we’re 
not planning to change structures or ban 
things, we’re just airing ideas so that 
competitors can discus these things 
amongst themselves and make their 
opinions. 
 
It is twelve months now since Dick Bolt 
appeared with his Duratec powered 
Escort, and at the time the class 3 brigade 
seemed to think it was the end of life as 
they knew it. This has not proved to be the 
case, as although Dick has won a few 
times, he tended to do that before he 

changed his engine anyway. But should 
we curtail engine transplants? On the 
one hand, all our cars are getting older 
and therefore spares and engines are 
becoming harder to come by. By which 
the protagonists of this argument 
probably mean “harder to come by at a 
reasonable price”. Cost is always a 
consideration with everything we do, and 

as a sport that prides itself in being at the 
bottom of the fiscal ladder we have to be 
aware that perceived cost can be an 
important decision making factor for the 
competitor. But one cannot make rules 
solely based on cost factors. They just 
don’t work, as any such legislation would 
be too easy to work round. Was the 
Duratec conversion really as expensive as 
the argument claims?  
 
I’m not a Ford person, although I did work 
for them indirectly for quite a period of my 
career, and therefore I don’t know how 
much the aftermarket bits and pieces cost 
but I don’t believe that Burton Power gives 
its bits away. If we find ourselves in the 
position that everyone in a class feels that 
they have to have a transplanted 
“different” engine, then the newcomer 
finds it even more difficult to break into the 
sport.  If we prohibit such conversions and 
insist on an engine from the original model 
range, how many other competitors do we 
find that have already made conversions 
that would potentially be disallowed. The 
only class that I can think of that would 
NOT be effected would be Class 4. We 
must avoid throwing the baby out with the 
bathwater. 
 
Handicapping has been a part of the 
racing scene since the days of 
Brooklands. It has received a resurgence 
of popularity recently with the keen 
interest that is shown in the British Touring 
Car Championship, where the winning car 
is required to carry additional ballast. The 
same practice is applied to the GT 
championship at both national and 
international levels. Currently, in classic 
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I  am writing this just two days after 
being blown all around Derbyshire on 
the Edinburgh Trial. Summer is over 
and trialing has resumed but those run 

to date have been very dry, that is unless 
you have a farmer who loves to ‘doctor’ a 
wooded track! 
 
The revived Torbay Trial was well 
supported by competitors but the 
organisers would have welcomed a lot 
more marshals, some sections were a 
little short staffed. The weather was 
fantastic all day with some really great 

views. An excellent start and finish venue 
with plenty of space and easy to get to. It 
was nice to see some of the traditional 
hills like Simms and Tipley in sunny late 
summer conditions rather than dark 

Sect’
s 

Spin 

trials, we attempt to handicap the more 
competitive classes by the use of 
additional restarts, tyre pressure limits, 
deviations and occasionally additional 
sections. The judgment as to how to 
impose these different practices is down 
to the experience of the clerk of the 
course. Excessive use of restarts is 
always unpopular, and although everyone 
seems to accept tyre pressure limits these 
days, their enforcement, or at least the oft 
lack thereof is an area for which the down 
trodden C-of-C gets a lot of stick. Is the 
alternative to this some form of individual 
handicapping? Could a system be devised 
that would impose a penalty on success? 
Is it possible to create a fair imposition so 
that a previous winner starts an event with 
enough points already allocated to them to 
bring their performance into line with the 
rest of the competitors? A sub-committee 
of the main ACTC Council has been 
tasked with answering this question. 
 
There is much talk in MCC circles at the 
moment regarding the use by John Kenny 
of a “one day” trials bike on the Edinburgh. 
The car fraternity has debated the use of 
sporting trials cars on classics long and 
hard and the general concensus seems to 
be that making such a car road worthy 
brings its performance back into line with 
the rest of its class. In addition, it would 
seem that the very lightness of such a car 

often works against it on our style of 
section. The Beta Rev-3 that John Kenny 
used has no saddle, so he had to stand 
for the entire trial. It has a very small fuel 
tank so he had to carry a spare can 
strapped to the back of the bike. He won a 
silver, which I personally think is just 
reward for attempting something that 
might be described as “utterly barking”. 
Others probably disagree with me and so 
the question should be asked. Should out 
and out trials bikes be banned from our 
trials, and if so, how does one define such 
a machine. Must have a saddle might 
work, but I’m sure a saddle could be 
squeezed somehow onto the machine in 
question. Factory fitted lights seems good, 
but how many older, classic, machines 
would fall out of class A with that one 
(there go those babies with the bathwater 
again). There are no quick and easy 
answers in a sport that prides itself in 
finding a space for those that gain 
pleasure from using obscure and illogical 
machinery. 
 
Back to the subject of Quaife diffs as a 
tailpiece, the last issue of Four Wheels 
Out magazine (see my ACTC article 
elsewhere in this issue) has a letters 
column full of opinions about the 
impossibility of detecting such diffs. 
Plus Ca Change!! 
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winter. Waterless Lane really was water 
less but the rock slabs on Lower Dean are 
just as frightening in sunshine. The club 
had found some great new hills in Cod 
Wood, which I think have got a lot of 
potential for future years. Well done to the 
team from Torbay who put in so much 
hard work to revive this trial and they are 
going to do it all again in March. 
 
The annual dinner and awards evening 
was another superb event. I had not been 
to one for a couple of years and really 
enjoyed it. Giles and Tina put in a lot of 
hard work to make such an enjoyable 
evening at a really good venue. It’s 
amazing how well the ACTC members 
‘scrub up’ when not actually trialling! 
 
Unfortunately I missed the ACTC AGM 
meeting in September but thanks to all 
those who attended and to Chris Phillips 
for taking the minutes. Currently the ACTC 
is without a vice-chairman, is there 
anybody out there who fancies a go at this 
important but not too onerous job? If you 
feel you could take on this job please let 
me know, likewise if you have any ideas 
for a good candidate, again please let me 
know. 
 
At the time of the AGM I was actually on 
holiday touring South West Ireland with a 
group in classic and vintage cars. Whilst 
driving the mountains in Cork and Kerry I 
kept looking and thinking that there was 
great potential for a classic trial, hills 
would be either rocky or boggy or a 
combination of both. It’s a pity that there 
seems to be no classic trialing in Ireland.  
 
The Edinburgh Trial was run in very dry 
conditions but the winds were gale force 
all day. I am sure that there will be many 
‘golds’ claimed although some tricky 
deviations caught out a few competitors. 
The imposition of a hold control before the 
first hill, Wigber Low was novel, especially 
as there was no standard time given and 
dire warnings of penalties for early arrival. 

Chris and I were running just third car on 
the road so had the pleasure in being 
mixed up with the solo and sidecar 
motorcyclists. It’s always interesting to 
hear a motorcyclist’s view of a hill; it’s 
usually the opposite of us car drivers. It 
seems to me that some of the hills used 
this year are well past their ‘use by’ date 
due to the roughness, I am sure there 
were many damaged vehicles on this 
year’s event. The restart on  Putwell 
resembled a moonscape with all those 
nasty rocks sticking up like teeth. It’s a 
real shame that Litton and Haggside have 
been lost; let’s hope it’s only temporary. 
The special tests were enjoyable, being 
long enough to really get your teeth into 
them.  
 
There was the usual good club supper at 
the end with lots of socialising. If you did 
not go to the supper you should give it a 
try next year, it is fun and excellent value. 
I must say a personal thank you to Dave 
Loveys who was passenger for James 
Smith in the red BMW 318. When the top 
mount on my nearside front suspension 
fell apart on my Troll on the exit track from 
Elmore, Dave had it back together in no 
time as I hunted for and found the small 
spacer and half inch UNF nylock nut just 
down the track. Unfortunately some of the 
locals and a farmer whose land adjoins 
the track did not seem too happy with us 
using it, they claim that the 4x4 drivers 
have ruined the track and want to stop all 
vehicular access. Just another one of 
those problems that trials’ organisers have 
to face. 
 
Trials are now coming thick and fast on 
the run up to the year end so I hope to see 
some of you on a hill somewhere in the 
next few months. 
 
 

Stuart Harrold 
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Technical 
Topics  
 
This is the first of what is to become a 
regular slot to discuss technical issues 
and keep you informed of the activities of 
your technical panel. I thought to kick off, 
it would be a good idea to introduce the 
panel and explain it purpose. It’s made up 
from officials of the ACTC: 
 

Chairman (Simon Woodall) 
Secretary (Stuart Harrold) 

Championship Secretary (Chris Philips) 
Class 7 co-ordinator (Pete Hart) 

MCC Technical Officers  
(Dudley Sterry & Barrie Kirton) 

Scrutineer (John Blakeley) 
 

Invited guests are included to add 
technical expertise where needed.  
 
It meets on an “as required” basis and 
many discussions are conducted by email/
phone. Its purpose is to provide an official 
interpretation of the rules of our sport and 
to administer things like the tyre list and 
class 7 spec sheets. It does not have the 
power to make or amend rules that has to 
be done by the ACTC council or MSA. It 
met during the summer to discuss two 
issues that were raised by delegates in 
the May council. 
 
What should be the model break points for 
the Toyota Corolla, and should type 9 
gearboxes be allowed in class 3 Escorts.
The decision on model break points is not 
always obvious. 
 
Escorts are an easy example, Mks 1 and 
2 being very close so can be assumed as 
1 model the Mk 3 being totally different is 
another. 
 

The panel decided to split the Corolla E30 
and E50 as one and E70 and E84 as 
another. This was based on the fact that 
between the E50 and E70 the wheelbase 
is increased and the rear suspension 
changes from leaf to coil, this was 
considered sufficient change to warrant 
the split. 
 
There was also a request to allow type 9 
gearboxes in class 3 Escorts this was 
based on the cost and availability of the 
existing boxes. The panel decided that as 
no significant competitive advantage 
would be gained (in fact the panel was 
split as to whether a type 9 being heavier 
was in fact a disadvantage) and the box 
casing is very similar if not identical then 
type 9 gearboxes can be used in Mk 1/2 
Escorts in class 3.  
 
This is a good example of the route any 
competitor can use via their club’s 
delegate to request a ruling or clarification 
from the panel on technical issues. 
 
The tyre list has been updated; latest 
version September 2009 is available on 
the ACTC website. If you have any ideas 
for topics to be covered in the future 
please let me know.  
 
Pete Hart 

 
 

Please Don’t 
forget to send 
in your ACTC 

entry form 
ASAP  
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The 2009 Ilkley Classic Trial 
By James Shallcross 

 

W e arrived at the Ilkley Rugby 
Club to see everyone 
hovering around Tiff Needel 
and Tom Ford from Channel 

5’s ‘Fifth Gear’ who were competing in a 
Ural sidecar outfit. The days prior to the 
trial had seen some heavy rain with more 
rain forecast for the afternoon, it was nice 
to start the day in the dry. Paperwork and 
scrutineering dealt with, cups of tea drunk, 
we were off. With the Langbar sections 
cancelled due to being waterlogged, we all 
headed straight to Strid Wood 1. Mike 
Collins was on top navigational form 
working the tulips in Dave Haizelden's 
Golf and judging from the direction they 
were going when they left the start it 
looked like they were going shopping in 
Ilkley rather than going trialling! 
 
Our first section of the day was Strid 
Wood 1, a slightly bumpy PCT affair with a 
restart for all classes. We couldn’t get 
much past the restart. Dave and Mike 
finally arrived after their detour and also 
spun out from the restart. Strid Wood 2 
was still on grass but on very different 
terrain - a downhill start, slippy 90 left then 
into a narrow gully, with a deeply rutted 
path, followed by a sharp climb out. We 
got to the churned up peaty bit at the 6 
and ground out, so with no drive in either 
direction we had to be towed over the mud 
wall and then made it up the bank out of 
the cutting. A fairly short drive away was 
Hawpike Farm, the first section here was 
another slightly bumpy PCT, all the front 
wheel drives made it to the restart and no 
further. A pattern seems to be forming and 
there is some general murmuring about 
restarts, pressure limits and conditions. 
 
Back down the hill, into another field and 
over a small stream was Hawpike 2, which 
starts in a gateway and then almost 90 
right up a very slippy bank before the 12, 
which we got over to a big cheer, then 

between some trees and over some big 
humps up to the restart – to find nobody 
there! Not knowing what to do, my right 
foot made the decision for me and we 
carried on, looking back at the marshals 
who were running from the start to catch 
up with us, by this time we were well past 
the restart box so we carried on to the end 
of the section, the marshal called the 
Clerk of the Course who awarded us with 
a clear. Dave and Adrian Tucker-Peake 
got up the bank and through a now 
functioning restart but Charles Knifton, 
Nick Pullan and Lee Huck spun out to a 
12. Looking at the scores and knowing a 
few cars were running out of order, I think 
we must have been the first car for over 
20 cars to get up the bank, which might 
explain why the restart was unmanned, 
with all the action going on between the 
start and the 12 marker.  
 
After driving through a few fields we found 
the Highfield Farm Special Test, we left 
our tyres too low after the last section so 
steering was not as good as it could have 
been. I thought I had done well, but 
quickly realised that I had stopped a set of 
cones too early! So we were five seconds 
down on the joint class best times of Lee 
and Adrian. 
 
Next was the Hazelwood test, which there 
was a little confusion over. Mike's skills on 
the routebook were being tested to the 
limit again as we saw Dave do the section 
at a very sedate Sunday drive pace, to 
meet the beep of a stopwatch at the finish 
line and a realisation that the section was 
timed! The restart was cleverly positioned 
so that the left wheels dropped off the 
edge of the tarmac into slippery mud - 
almost serving as a diff test. 
 
Some great green lanes led us to Ellers 
1 – where, after doing a several hundred 
point turn in a single track lane (if you 
have seen the film Austin Powers you will 
know what I mean!), we joined a long 
queue. The start was up a heavily 
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cambered path up a bank, all the class 0s 
ahead of us were slipping off the path 
before the start line, down onto road, 
which looked a bit precarious. We were 
confident this would not affect us as much. 
We watched cars attempting Peel's Wood 
1 while we were waiting and there was 
much debating of tyre pressure limits and 
restarts. Charles decided to not attempt 
this section, take a 12 on it, do Peel's 
Wood 1 and get moving, hoping to get 
ahead of the impending rain. Just as we 
got to the front of the queue the section 
was cancelled which was a shame as we 
were feeling confident about it. 
 
Peel's Wood 1 - having had time to watch 
a lot of attempts on this section and only 
seeing one clear, we had all had a good 
chance to decide on the best line to take 
from the start to get to the gateway, then 
blast up to the restart. Lee didn’t quite 
make it to the gateway, Dave and Adrian, 
after valiant efforts stopped a few feet past 
the restart. We stopped to the right of their 
holes and managed to get moving - more 
cheers, then got stuck on the steep bank 
at the end to claim a 1 which put us in the 
class lead as up to this point we had been 
on the same scores as Adrian and Dave. 
 
The first rain of the trial began to fall on 
the way to Hey Slack, which started flat 
through some very boggy grass and reeds 
then a sharp 90 right up a steep bank. 
Dave managed to get out the top but the 
rest of us couldn’t, managing either 3 or 6. 
 
Another short drive and we found a queue 
on the road for Wilson's Wood. Cars were 
going into the wood in groups of 3 and 
attempting the section. After about 40 
minutes we headed in and found an 
extremely slippery track, due to the delays 
there were only 2 marshals as the rest 
had to go and open a later section. We 
were told by the start line marshal "if you 
get off the restart just go straight on up". 
Got to the restart which was marshalled 
by last years IDMC president Henry 

Kitching who was giving everyone huge 
encouragement to get off the restart. 
Luckily we did and made it away up the 
long straight, only to find that we had 
missed a deviation at the 2 marker, as had 
all but 2 cars who had got off the restart. 
Charles Nick and Lee all got to the restart 
but couldn’t get away. 
 
The heavens opened. We arrived at the 
lunch halt and somehow ended up a little 
behind the other fwd cars, our cars now 
nicely steamed up. Made an attempt at 
Brimham Lodge in torrential rain and got 
an 11 which, given the conditions at the 
time, looked as good as it was going to 
get. We later found out that Dave had 
somehow got to 1 and retaken the lead – 
it turned out that just as they left the 
section was when the rain started! The 
only other car getting anywhere close to a 
1 was Dean Partington in his Wasp who 
managed to clear the section. A few miles 
away in Pateley Bridge we found a closed 
gate into the field at the start of Incline 1 - 
another section cancelled for classes 0-5 
due to the rain. 
 
Watergate was going to be the highlight of 
the day as it was easily the best section 
last year; we arrived at the queue to watch 
all but one class 0 fail and have to back 
down. Adrian made it up, then Dave. Next 
was Lee who was determined to make it 
to the top. Last year’s event was his first 
classic trial as he navigated for me in 
class 0 (which was my 3rd trial ever) and 
caught the bug just as I have, he now has 
his own Peugeot 205 and with his parents 
spectating at the top of the hill, the 
pressure was on. The start area was a 
muddy mess, the only visible grass was to 
the very left of the start line but this meant 
a steeper approach into the wide stream. 
10 out of 10 for effort Lee flew across the 
stream and boggy banks and up the other 
side but unfortunately spun out to get a 
10. We came to the conclusion that the 
only area of grip was the rock floor of the 
stream itself so we crept off the line, 
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dropped into the stream and nailed it, 
covering the car in boggy mud, flew up the 
other bank and soon found ourselves at 
the top of the hill with just a steep hairpin 
left up a small bank to navigate, which last 
year, we failed to see until too late. This 
year, we made it round to a very satisfying 
clear. 
 
Tiff was parked up at the entrance to Cock 
Hill Mine, which was worrying as we had 
heard he was having some clutch issues. 
We got a great getaway up the steep 
rocky bank then 90 left and up another 
much softer bank, only noticing the restart 
boards as we were going through them 
and stopped too late to get a 7, luckily 
Dave and Adrian who had stopped 
correctly could not get moving so we didn't 
drop any more points. Reversed and went 
up the escape road which then cut back 
into the section higher up, then the track 
carried on for a long way back up the hill, 
which, without a restart, would have all 
made a great classic trial section.  
 
Back on the main road we caught up with 
Tiff and Tom doing some typical 5th 
Gear / Top Gear “on the road” shots, they 
obviously didn’t want a muddy Peugeot 
205 in the background so waved for us to 
go past. Given that we were on a long 
sweeping left-hander, it wasn’t that easy 
as I couldn’t see past their MPV with its 
boot open and two guys hanging out the 
back with camera equipment. Finally 
made it past.  
 
Arrived at Peel's Wood 2 and Ellers 2 to 
find a safety marshal saying both were 
now cancelled so back to the main road 
where we again saw Tiff fly past about a 
metre behind the camera crews MPV, 
waving for them to go faster as it looked 
like he was having trouble changing gear 
and didn’t want to lose any momentum 
going up and down over the dales. We 
didn’t see them again and, from the 
scores, it looks like they headed straight 
back to the finish. 

We headed on to Sword Point 1 with more 
rain starting to fall. Into the woods and got 
away into Sword Point 1 nicely, bumped 
straight over a tree stump and then 
attacked the steep bank and made it to a 
2. Sword Point 2 was a different matter 
though, somehow on the track out of 
Sword Point 1 whilst going into the verge 
to get past the cars queuing for the 
section, I hit a large hidden rock and got a 
puncture. By this point it was absolutely 
bucketing down again so we pulled over 
onto the verge of the single track lane at 
the start of the section and changed the 
tyre.  
 
The rain continued and by now to say the 
car was totally steamed up would be an 
understatement, the fan managing to clear 
2 holes at the base of the screen about 
the size of pound coins, so navigator was 
on screen wipe duty while I lined up for 
the start of Sword Point 2. We had been 
allowed to start from the road rather than 
the original start line in the gateway so we 
got a good start across the tarmac and 
into the field to find a mud bath, spun up 
to 9. 
 
Slightly further down the road was Sword 
Point 3 with a similar arrangement at the 
start but with less of a run up as the verge 
was thinner. Got a good start and through 
the gateway into woods this time, still 
some grip in there, diverted to the left but 
not quite far enough and bumped over 
some big roots, then turned back across 
to the right and ran out of momentum at 
the 4 marker. In typical fashion as we left 
the section the rain stopped. Headed 
through the ford to Brown's Wood and 
started nice and wide on the left of the 
start, to swing round almost back on 
ourselves to the right and got away from 
the restart to a clear. We finally got back 
to Ilkley Rugby club for about 7pm, wet 
through and feeling rather sorry for 
ourselves, had a great pie and peas and 
then set off home finally getting through 
the front door at 12.30am. 

11 

2009 llkley Trial 
 
 
 
 

Brian Coleman & 
John Rhodes, 

Dutton Phaeton, on 
Strid Wood 

 
 
 
James 
Shallcross & 
James Curtis, 
Peugeot 205, 
on Sword Point 

 
 
 
 

Michael Leete & 
Chris Bird, VW 

Beetle, on Sword 
Point 
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After looking at the scores it seems 
conditions, coupled with the tyre pressure 
limits, affected the whole field with the 
best overall car being Simon Woodall in 
his VW Buggy with a score of 47. Cock 
Hill Mine has great potential for the future 
and hopefully the IDMC can find a few 
more sections like this and Watergate for 
next year and maybe drop a few of the 
more PCT style sections.  
 

We finished the day on 62 to come 2nd in 
class and 7th overall, Dave winning the 
class on 53. I have to say a massive thank 
you to all the organisers, marshals, 
recovery drivers and spectators who stuck 
it out through some really horrible rain and 
wind. Hopefully the conditions will be 
slightly better when we come back next 
year. Not too good though!!! 
 
 

ACTC at 30 
By Simon Woodall 

 

O n the 24th June 1979 a group of 
five people got together to 
discus the possibility of forming 
an association to represent the 

interests of those clubs that were involved 
in the organisation of a fledgling revival of 
classic trials. Although the MCC events 
continued to run as they always had done, 
the RAC Motor Sports Council only 
recognised two types of trial, production 
car and sporting. The clubs that ran 
“classic trials”, a term that had been in 
popular parlance for only a few years at 
that time, all ran on permits based on 
either version and to their own rules. 
Some chose to try and reflect the MCC 
rules and classes, whilst others adhered 
strictly to PCT rules. In addition to this, 
there was a threat of legislation, which 
might effectively eliminate all road-based 
events. The driving force behind the 
legislation was the increasing problem of 
noise and nuisance caused by road 
rallying, and it was perceived that trials 
might be swept away by any new ruling.   
 
An initial move to get some semblance of 
unity had started a couple of years earlier 
when Chester Motor Club backed a 
classic trials championship. Various 
drivers had mooted the idea, but it was not 
until CMC, pushed by Mike Hind, took up 
the idea, that it got under way. The 
championship was run as a club 

championship, therefore contenders had 
to join Chester and the club had to be 
invited by the various clubs to their events. 
Chester had no background as an 
organiser of classic trials and it was soon 
clear that they were not going to address 
any of the political issues of technical 
regulations and vehicle classifications that 
most drivers were interested in getting 
sorted. After an initial high of some 25 
registered drivers, the figure dropped 
down to reflect only those who were 
primari ly interested in winning 
championships. Chester Motor Club did 
eventually run a classic trial, The Lady 
Mary Grosvenor; named for the Allard 
owning wife of the club’s patron, but by 
that time the clubs primary driving force 
for trials had moved to Cornwall and it 
fizzled out after just two years. 
 
The initial group met near Thame and 
were HW & Betty Tucker-Peake (for 
Falcon); John & Jenny West (for Stroud); 
Laurie Knight (for SODC.) and Vernon 
Lovett (for the MCC). Jim Cullimore (for 
Bristol) sent his apologies. A constitution 
was the prime agenda item, and it was 
agreed to hold the first formal ACTC 
meeting a few months later and to invite 
the secretaries and clerks of course of the 
clubs running trials at that time. In view of 
the problems with the recent Edinburgh 
Trials it is interesting to note that one of 
the items on the agenda for that meeting 
was the difficulties in dealing with the 
Derbyshire Peak Park and the difficulties 
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of organising motorsport in that area. The 
motivation for the association was to have 
a seat on the RAC Trials Committee and 
to produce a standard set of regulations. 
Early minutes note that, “there was no 
enthusiasm for a championship”. 
 
Possibly the most significant achievement 
of the early years was the creation of a set 
of standard classes that remains pretty 
much in place today. The MCC classes of 
the seventies consisted of just seven. Two 
for motorcycles, and three for cars. The 
three car classes were Specials, Saloons 
and Sports. The saloons were then split 
into (4f) Front engined and (4r) Rear 
engined. As VW and Imp engines grew in 
size, it was recognised that these cars had 
a significant performance advantage and 
the specials class was split in two, 3a to 
accommodate the specials, and 3b for the 
larger rear engined cars – including the 
998cc Imps. Even then these saloons 
were expected to do the same restarts as 
the specials – although they did have the 
perceived advantage of knobbly tyres. In 
the late seventies, the FWD cars were 
split from their RWD brethren, and kit cars 
started to become a significant group in 
their own right.  
 
Up until this time, the sports car class 
tolerated a complete change of body, 
provided the chassis remained the same 
and the pedals did not move. This allowed 
the plethora of Ford Pop based kits of the 
50s & 60s to run against the modern and 
pre-war MG Midgets. At the same time the 
motorcycles were split into their alphabetic 
classes; starting with Class A for 
scooters!; and the cars were renumbered 
into six classes 1- FWD; 2 – FERWD 
Saloons, 3 – Sports, 4 – RERWD up to 
1300 (but excluding those pesky 998cc 
Imps), 5 – RERWD over 1300, and 6 – 
Specials including the kits that could not 
squeeze into Class 3.  
 
It was clear almost from the word go that 
this set up did not suit the new breed of kit 

cars and a quick tweek was the splitting of 
class 6 into those cars with the driver 
seated forward of the rear wheels, as was 
the case with most kits, and those with the 
driver seating within the radius of the rear 
wheels. This was a short-lived idea as the 
driver position allowed the buggies into 
the same class as the increasing numbers 
of Marlins. In the summer of 1982 almost 
the entire council meeting was given over 
to a complete revamp of the class 
structure, which resulted in the set up that 
we have now. I believe that this 27-year 
stability has been a major contributor to 
the popularity of the sport. 
 
Fast forward now to the summer of 1983 
when Brian Cope produced a beautifully 
prepared proposal document resurrecting 
the idea of a classic trials championship. 
Up until that point, the council had always 
rejected such an idea believing that a 
championship would detract from the 
friendly nature of the sport and attract 
those who would throw money at the sport 
and produce highly modified “win at all 
costs” vehicles. Brian’s pitch had an 
answer to all the councils concerns and 
wowed them into launching the 
championship with the Exeter trial of 1984. 
The other trials that were in on the ground 
floor were:- Clee Hills; Cotswold Clouds; 
Tyrwhitt-Drake; Lands End; Kyrle; 
Edinburgh; Exmoor Clouds; Tamar; 
Conquest and Allen. The Tyrwhitt-Drake 
was organised by Maidstone & Mid-Kent 
Motor Club, and was run along the North 
Downs. Although it had run through most 
of the Seventies, the organisers, none of 
them regular competitors; struggled with 
the problems of Rights of Way usage and 
getting landowner permissions and it soon 
fell by the wayside. The Conquest was 
organised by Sporting Owner Drivers 
(SODs) a Luton based club and initially 
ran over what would now be considered 
March Hare territory. When its Clerk of the 
Course (Laurie Knight) became Edinburgh 
C-of-C the event moved to Derbyshire but 
the difficulties of motorsport in Derbyshire 
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combined with a club based in 
Bedfordshire became too much and that 
too went by the wayside. It was however 
temporarily resurrected by Sheffield & 
Hallamshire as The White Peak but that 
too floundered. The Hardy trial was 
around at this time, but even then 
communication between the association 
and Woolbridge MC was not what it 
should have been, and as they were not 
members, their trial was not included. 
 
As part of the launch publicity, Brian Cope 
introduced the classic trials world to “Four 
Wheels Out” the magazine of Sporting 
Trials and arranged for a section of the 
magazine to cover the events of the 
fledgling championship. Brian edited the 
classic part and Paul Sheldon ran the 
sporting bit and took overall control. This 
ran up until the summer of 1987 when 
Paul needed to move on. Brian then 
stepped in and launch “Wheelspin” this 
was a much more professional item, 

properly printed as against Four Wheels 
Out’s photocopied slant. Alas, with such 
an approach came increased costs, and it 
would seem that too many baulked at 
shelling out for the improved quality and 
the magazine only lasted until 1990.  
Classic Triallers appetite for the written 
word had been whetted by these 
publications and at the end of 1990 Jenny 
Vowden produced “ACTC News” with the 
assistance of Anne Templeton.  It included 
a competition to name the magazine and 
the title RESTART won. The magazine 
quickly became more of an Anne 
Templeton offering, and less of Jenny’s, 
and as the printing revolution took hold 
quality went up and up. This did us well 
until nearly the end of the century when 
Anne’s business commitments made it 
difficult for her to dedicate enough time to 
create the class of publication that she 
wanted. Into the breach stepped Pat 
Toulmin and the rest, as they say, is 
history. 
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The 2009 Torbay Trial 
by Carlie Hart 

 

W e travelled down on Saturday 
afternoon and joined sixteen 
other competitors who spent 
the night in and around the 

Exeter Court Hotel, which had definitely 
improved since we were last there for the 
2005 Exe Vale Trial. It proved an ideal 
start and finish with ample parking and 
good hospitality.  
 
The entry was 40 with 7 non-starters. The 
route went through lots of Devon villages 
and lanes and not too many stretches of 
fast A roads was the reverse of the last 
Exe Valley but had some additions 
including the old Exeter hills Baddaford 
Lane & Lower Dean last used in the 1990s 
and the new Beardon farm complex. Tyre 
pressures were applied to a number of 
hills, as the conditions were very dry. An 
interesting approach was used. 10 + class 
number, so we were on 17 only one psi 
below class 8. 
  
The first few sections caused few 
problems but the first special test which 
had  to be changed at the last minute 
resulting in a very tight bend. Surprisingly 
we managed it without reversing hence 
got a very respectable time. The day went 
“down hill” for us from there on and the 
Marlin’s normal inability to turn, lost us a 
number of points later on.  
 
Baddaford Lane sorted out the restarters 
with Mal Allen, Arnie Martin & Andrew 
Rippon being the only successful ones in 
class 7 and Dudley Sterry & Paul 
Bartleman in class 8. Apparently you 
needed to stop low, we stopped high and 
despite both bouncing didn’t move an 
inch.  
 
The route then took in the very rough 
Lower Dean where the restart caused few 
problems. Sims was next and we had a 
restart on the slab and other classes just 

above the bend, despite tyre pressures 
most cleaned the sections and continued 
to Tipley where the restart was relatively 
easy.  
 
Cod Woods provided 4 sections including 
one with an impossible restart, which 
defeated all of class 7 & 8 and another 
awkward restart, which was muddy and, 
whilst Tristan did it easily and smoothly, 
others that cleaned it had to work hard. 
Nick Farmer had to change a wheel, 
which caused the only hold up of the day.  
 
Next came Upper Kingswell, which was 
surprisingly wet and claggy. The well- 
placed refreshment van, with tea and 
cooked-to-order bacon rolls and burgers 
proved a welcome break before 
descending down into the mire. Tris tried 
really hard and only got to the restart 
scoring 6. We decided to keep left on the 
higher land but then like most others the 
clag dragged us down and we bottomed 
out. 7 was a popular score, perhaps the 7 
& 8 markers were a little too far apart. 
There were only 6 cleans including both 
Trojans. Palfreys formed an interesting 
hill, which caught out all of class 1 & 2 
except Bill Bennett, after a very steep 
descent which would have been very 
tricky if wet. 
. 
The final complex of three sections and a 
special test at Beardon Farm should have 
been easy but we managed to fail two 
sections, one due to driver error and one a 
very tight bend which caught a number 
from all classes. 
 
The event was won by Paul Bartleman on 
6 with Simon Groves second on 10 and 
four on 13. 
 
It was a good and enjoyable event, which 
ran very smoothly and was well 
marshalled with most people covering two 
hills. We will be back next year. 
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The 2009  Torbay Trial 
By John White 

 

S imon has asked me to write a few 
words about life in class 4 as 
opposed to life in class 8, also 
why I have changed from one to 

the other and to include the Torbay Trial. 
For those of you who don’t know me I 
used to trial a white golf engined VW 
Buggy, now after lots of consideration I 
have changed to a 1300 class 4 Beetle. 
 
The main reason for the change is due to 
the good old British weather, the final nail 
in the Buggy’s coffin so to speak was the 
2008 Exeter. After leaving home to drive 
to the start we had not gone more than 5 
miles when the heavens decided to open 
and we had 2 inches of water in the Buggy 
quick smart! I love trials but am totally fed 
up of having to dress like a Michelin man 
in water proofs and warm clothes to fend 
off the elements, maybe I feel the cold too 
much or just a wimp? If it is a dry sunny 
day I would rather be out in the Buggy, but 
when it gets wet having a roof over your 
head is a pleasant luxury. 
 
Other pluses are for us less experienced 
trailers there are fewer re-starts in class 4. 
It does wonders for your moral when you 
get to the top of more hills than you used 
to do. It is also a lot easier and quicker to 
wash off a Beetle than a Buggy after an 
event. My regular bouncer Nathan is 
happier with his warmer, drier 
surroundings. 
 
On a personal note I find class 4 is much 
more sociable. All the class members I 
have met on various trials I have done so 
far in the Beetle have always been keen to 
chat and discuss things. 
 
So onto the Torbay Trial, this was the fifth 
outing for the Beetle. It began for us with a 
drive down the preceding night and a stay 
in the Exeter Court Hotel. Driving down on 
the morning of the event would have 

meant a stupidly early start and neither 
Nathan or I were keen to do this. 
 
Scrutineering and signing on went without 
a hitch so we proceeded to the start and 
wait for the off. Our class should have 
consisted of three competitors, Ryan 
Tonkin in his Beetle, Nigel Jones in a 
Skoda and us. Unfortunately Nigel was a 
non starter so that left Ryan and us. Ryan 
showed us how it should be done on the 
Kyrle and I expected him to do the same 
again ...............I was not to be 
disappointed! 
 
So onto the hills, please excuse me if I 
make any mistakes in getting the right 
name for the right hill but the memory ain’t 
what it used to be, well that’s my excuse 
and I’m sticking to it! 
 
Waterless lane was Section 1, an easy 
climb up a narrowish lane, no problems as 
everyone cleaned it. 
 
Section 2 Pitts farm was cancelled before 
the start. 
 
Section 3, Rebels Way was the next 
section. This was a straight climb up a 
grassy bank which fortunately was not too 
greasy and we made it up without any 
bother. 
 
Special test 1 followed, this was the usual 
start at line A, stop astride B, then stop 
astride C. What wasn’t usual was to get to 
B you had to turn a very sharp left turn, 
which could not be managed without a 
shunt. I arrived at the turn a little too fast 
and made a total pig’s ear of it gaining a 
fail! Looking at the results I wasn’t the only 
one! 
 
Section 4, Northwood section came next, 
this was another straight grassy climb but 
far more slippery than the previous one. 
This time we managed to get a 1 after a 
bit of a struggle and lots of bouncing on 
Nathan’s part. 
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Section 5, Baddaford lane was next, this 
was a stony track, which wasn’t too rough 
and had plenty of grip. This we cleaned 
without trouble. 
 
Moving onto Lower Dean Section 6, this 
was another stony track, slightly narrower 
and a little rougher than the previous one, 
but again we had no problem with grip and 
cleaned it. 
 
Then along comes Section 7, Simms, this 
hill I had previously been up before in the 
Buggy but was a little anxious about it in 
the Beetle, this also was the first of our 
restarts. Arriving at the start, tyre 
pressures were checked and adjusted. 
Everyone was amazed to find that their 
tyres were way too low according to the 
marshal’s gauge! So up they all went, not 
a problem really as it was the same for 
everyone. Giles Greenslade, who was the 
owner of the gauge and marshalled the 
restart, had bought it new for the event; he 
did get a bit of a ribbing later on from 
many people. After my worries about the 
Beetle and Simms it sailed off the restart 
and up to the top, no problem. 
 
Section 8 was Tipley, I had a quick look at 
this from behind the start line and decided 
what tyre pressures to use. This was 
another narrow stony/rocky lane but this 
time with a re-start. I got the pressures 
totally wrong and never even reached the 
restart earning a 6..............oops lots of 
embarrassment! 
 
Section 9 Arnie’s Steep: this was steep as 
the name says and is a stony lane up 
through a wooded area. We started off 
well but as the gradient increased so did 
our lack of low down torque. We came to 
a grinding halt and scored a 4. 
 
Cod Wood was section 10: this started off 
with a right turn into a grassy high hedged 
lane. Sitting at the start waiting our turn, 
we could see and hear someone was 
having problems due to the smoke haze 

that was rising above the hedges. We 
managed to clean this much to my 
surprise after seeing others problems.  
 
Section 11, Chips Turn, was another 
grass track which then turned right and 
had a restart  right on the turn. Classes 7 
and 8 had a harder restart on the right 
side of the track giving them a tighter turn. 
We approached the re-start and I decided 
where I wanted to stop, not a problem so 
far until we tried to move off it; no amount 
of bouncing or revving would make the 
Beetle budge, so a 6 was achieved! 
 
Cod Piece was section 12. This was a 
sharp left up into a wooded area 
immediately after the start then up through 
the woods. Again started off no problem 
but getting towards to top the engine 
started to run out of steam so clutch 
slipping was the order of the day and we 
made it to the top. 
 
When we arrived at Section 13 Upper 
Kingswell,  there was a long queue. 
Looking at the section from the other side 
of the hill we could that it went down a 
grassy bit to an extremely muddy track 
going very steeply up through some trees. 
Many people were watching the cars 
trying to slither their way up the other side. 
Near the start of the section was a very 
welcome refreshment trailer, so a butty 
and cuppa were definitely in order...........
nice one ladies, thank you! 
 
Drinking and munching we carried on 
watching the entertainment on the other 
side of the hill. The two Trojans received a 
huge cheer as they plodded their way to 
the top much to the surprise of many 
spectators, myself included. Those who 
got stuck half way up, and there were 
plenty of us, were towed up by the farmer 
in his 4x4 tractor. He seemed to be 
enjoying the day as much as we were, 
many thanks to him for his efforts and the 
use of his land. 
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From this point on my memory of the 
sections is sketchy (should have made 
more notes), from what I can remember 
the special test at Beardon was the usual 
A B C but in a much easier route than the 
earlier one. This time I didn’t mess it up 
thankfully. Beardon’s Steep was exactly 
that, a steep slippery grassy bank which 
had a crowd of entrants watching who had 
already finished by the time we reached it. 
We didn’t embarrass ourselves too much 
achieving a 1. The last section 17 
Beardon Lane had a very tight corner, 
which caught out quite a few people, me 
included so we achieved a not so clever 7. 
 
The overall winner was Paul Bartleman 
who only dropped 6 points all day, a very 
good achievement, well done mate. 
 
My class 4 was won by Ryan with an 
excellent score of 13, again well done. 

We achieved a score of 35 which I am not 
too unhappy about, yes with hindsight we 
could have done better, but with every 
event we learn a little bit more. Trials are a 
learning process and I know we have 
plenty to learn. The best part is its very 
enjoyable learning. Would I go back to 
class 8? Maybe one day, definitely not on 
long distance events though, at the 
moment the Beetle is great fun and we are 
thoroughly enjoying ourselves AND 
staying dry and relatively (as much as a 
Beetle heater will allow) warm. 
 
Many thanks to the organisers, marshals, 
land owners who made the event 
possible, also thank you to Nathan for 
bouncing yet again. 

The 2009 Roger Pole Taw & 
Torridge Trial  

by Ian Davis 
 

3 9 bikes and combinations and 30 
cars were on the entry list for this 
year’s event, held on 20th 
September and on a beautiful late 

summer’s day. Nearly all started, the only 
omissions being two of the combinations 
and James Shallcross who’d bent all the 
valves on his Pug’s engine with a 
wayward power steering belt on the 
previous week’s Torbay Trial.  
 
Nevertheless James was still present, 
passengering for Dave Haizelden. Whilst 
the bike entries seem to be holding up, 
has the recession started to affect the 
number of car entries on our events? Or 
were some wary of the note in the Event 
Regulations and Final Instructions warning 
that overly noisy cars would not be 
allowed to enter?  One would hope that 
the latter would not put people off – given 

that most car exhausts can be easily and 
effectively silenced. Dean Partington had 
taken steps to ensure his DP Wasp could 
not be adjudged too loud having fitted a 
special racing ‘noise trap’ silencer over the 
summer to good effect. 
 
As in the last few years, the start was at 
the excellent Clovelly visitor centre where 
lots of trailer parking, decent toilets and a 
decent breakfast could all be found. The 
first few sections were all in the Hartland 
area and its is amazing how remote and 
quiet this area feels – beautiful views of 
the Bristol Channel and Lundy from the 
tops of the tiny little lanes the route took 
in. Despite the dry, summery weather the 
organisers managed to put on a 
challenging event and found some 
unexpectedly damp patches. These were 
mostly where the restarts were located 
and these caught out quite a few of the 
first cars on the road, especially on the 
first section, which was the Land’s End 
favourite Cutliffe Lane. 
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Then it was onto what looked like a trial 
bikers dream B&B – Wembworthy Farm - 
for a couple of field type sections.  Again 
the first of these caught out a lot of the 
early car competitors with a greasy grass 
cross camber surface followed by a steep 
dry gravel climb.  We were one of the first 
cars in class 8 and like a couple of others 
tackled this in rather too lead-footed a 
manner so that the back end slid off the 
camber and brought us to a halt. Dean 
Partington looked to have done something 
similar but he kept his foot in and 
managed to get going again. Luck was 
with him as the results show the marshals 
adjudged that he had somehow 
maintained forward motion and he went 
on to win the trial despite dropping 4 
points on the grassy restart of 
Wembworthy 2. Bryn Corfield’s Shopland 
Special had an unfortunate coming 
together with a very stout fallen tree trunk 
here which snapped his track rod end 
clean in two, forcing an early retirement. 
 
The bikes faired quite well on these early 
field sections, mostly cleaning them both 
but the combinations faced a stiff 
challenge with only Al Lidgate & John 
Webb cleaning both whilst even class 
winners Andrew Seward & Simon Rogers 
dropped a solitary point on the second, 
the only point they were to lose all day. 
 
Next up was Adrian’s Aisle, formerly quite 
a challenge for the cars – a tight uphill left 
hand corner followed by a rocky rough 
climb to a right hand hairpin onto another 
track. But this year more cars cleared the 
section than failed. The cars and 
combinations then headed off to the usual 
group of sections at Weak Vale Farm with 
the solo bikes doing an extra section in 
the woods, most cleaning it. 
 
These sections are all short and steep and 
muddy and being first at Weak Vale didn’t 
seem the best place to be – the first 
section being a very steep muddy tump 
followed by a straight climb on drier 

ground. If you could blast over the tump 
you were guaranteed a clean but for most 
of the cars, between 8 and 12 points were 
racked up which seemed a somewhat 
unfair result. Exceptional climbs here 
however from Bill Bennett in the wonderful 
J2 and Dave Haizelden in the front wheel 
drive Golf – quite a feat given that the 
tump caught out a lot of the class 8 
specials, including Dudley Sterry who had 
been clear up to this point, all bar one of 
class 7 and all of classes 6, 5 and 3. 
 
Next up or rather down was ‘The Loop’ 
where the main challenge is working out 
where you are going. Les Newell was one 
of those not quite certain and his trip into 
the bushes landed him an extra 7 points.  
‘Across the Stream’ featured a motorbike-
style up and down s-shaped route with a 
restart on the second very steep uphill 
section.  
 
The restart caught out Paul Bartleman in 
his Troll who was leading overall at this 
stage and the points dropped him down to 
second overall. There was another ‘can’t 
see the Woodall for the trees’ moment 
when Simon and Barbara got off the tricky 
restart but then suffered a directional 
control problem and dropped 3 points. 
Unfortunately we didn’t get that far, caught 
out by the deep ruts at the top of the first 
climb, as were nearly all the saloons and 
all of class 7. Honourable mentions then 
to the only saloons to clear this section 
Ryan Tonkin in a 1300 Beetle, Andrew 
Rippon in daughter Claire’s 1776cc Beetle 
and Matt Facey in another big-engined 
Beetle.   
 
The solo bikes enjoyed a second 
additional section down in the woods 
before all entrants tackled a fairly 
straightforward section before a warm 
sunny lunch on a well equipped common 
with toilets and greasy burger bar. 
 
Then on to Tucker’s Mill where the restart 
was straightforward for most although 
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quite a few of saloons really struggled to 
get past the restart area. Watergate was 
again straightforward for most being fairly 
dry, unlike the next section – Graham’s 
Hill. This again featured a downhill start 
into a watersplash followed by a climb 
over a steep muddy rutted tump. Despite 
having to restart right in the mud classes 7 
& 8 mostly blasted through OK but all the 
saloons were caught, the only success 
from Classes 1-6 being Keith Sanders in 
the Reliant. 
 
Only a few sections left now, mostly fairly 
straightforward with Langtree Common 
seeming to have lost some of its old bite 
although it did catch out Harvey Waters in 
the Pop. This was expensive for Harvey 

who would have otherwise won the class 
from Andrew Martin in the Dutton. 
 
The final section was yet another to 
feature a watersplash and a tight boggy 
route on almost flat ground although most 
mastered it OK. 
 
All in all a very well organised and 
enjoyable event with quite a variety of 
sections, some unexpectedly wet and 
muddy given the summer-like conditions. 
None of the cars managed a clean sheet 
but 3 of the bikes managing this with Chris 
Bush being the quickest on the special 
tests to take the overall win. 

Beetles’ Eye View of the 
Edinburgh 2009  

by Richard Peck 
 

F ollowing a most frustrating year on 
the trialling front, including 
withdrawal from the Lands End on 
the Friday morning, the Edinburgh 

was anticipated with some scepticism, the 
excitement meter being firmly stuck on 
zero. A couple of weeks before the trial 
the thought occurred, to my wife, that I 
should really check the car over, it having 
been shut in the garage since before the 
Lands End, flat tyres and battery were 
anticipated, as a minimum: wrong, the 
tyres were all inflated, give or take a 
couple of pounds, and the starter spun the 
engine over willingly and when fuel 
reached the appropriate point the engine 
burst into life and ran as sweetly as a 
Beetle engine can be expected to. A run 
round Derbyshire and everything 
appeared in order so the car was put 
away with no further attention. 
 
Friday had been planned as a days leave 
prior to the trial, but this was cancelled on 
Thursday evening due to the unwelcome 
intrusion of work! – but then perhaps I 

should be grateful to have work to do in 
the present circumstances.  So, Friday 
evening, load the car with tools, 
sandwiches etc, grab a few hours sleep 
and pick my passenger, Paul, up at 
2.00am, and then Derek Chatto, who has 
hitched a lift to the start. Off we go to 
Tamworth, car running well, duly arrive, 
sign on, and head for scrutineering, where 
upon the car declines to start, the starter 
motor refusing to engage, the only 
reaction to turning the key being a barely 
discernable dimming of oil and ignition 
warning lights, suggesting a poor contact, 
broken wire etc.; a 2 minute check of the 
wiring reveals all to be in order, but still no 
action, so resort to bump starting. 
Scrutineering completed, park up and 
head for a caffeine infusion. Start time 
approached, return to the car, insert the 
ignition key, give it a twist and the engine 
burst into life, and does so faultlessly 
throughout the trial! 
 
Having read the dire warnings about 
penalties for early arrival at the Wigber 
Low time control, and noting the cunning 
absence of a “due time” in the Route 
Details, we lay up just outside Ashbourne, 
deciding to arrive at “due time” for the 
section, there being no apparent penalty 
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for late arrival. On arrival at the time 
control, on time, we were surprised to find 
a number of competitors, running 20 or so 
numbers behind us, already there, I 
assume there are going to be quite a few 
time penalties! Having successfully 
completed Wigber Low, we proceed to 
Haven Hill where we encounter a delay of 
about 20 minutes, but duly complete the 
section and move on to Clough Wood. 
 
Having survived assault by 4 x 4s a 
couple of months ago while walking the 
dog up the section I thought it was rather 
rougher than I remembered from previous 
trials. On tackling the section that 
perception was well reinforced, especially 
when encountering another competitor 
who had buckled a front wheel, which was 
then destroying the brake calliper. I hope 
you managed to fix it and continue guys. 
From there onto the Deep Rake special 
test, which I guess I enjoyed, Paul’s 
comment on the route card is simply 
“nutter!!” 
 
From here onto Putwell, via Black Harry, a 
delay of about 45 minutes at Putwell puts 
us 1½ hours late for breakfast, not only do 
our stomachs believe that our throats 
have been cut, but the car starts to run 
extremely badly, with an unwillingness to 
pick up, and billowing black smoke from 
the exhaust, eventually returning nearly 10 
mpg for the whole trial, this is normally 
nearer 25 mpg – more work required! 
Eventually our turn comes, and we coax 
the car up the section, as we do for the 
remainder of the trial, and are grateful not 
to have a restart, the section was very 
rough especially at the top, with “sharks 
tooth” rocks which would not have gone 
amiss in “Jaws”, and on to breakfast. On 
arrival we are amazed at the amount of 
work being carried out on cars, especially 
the delicate surgery being undertaken on 
wheels and bodywork with lump hammers 
and other equally sophisticated tools. 
 
After a hearty breakfast we depart for the 
Litton Slack drive through, eager to see 

the flora, which justifies the SSSI status, 
all we see is Ragwort, a notifiable weed! 
and so to Bamford Clough, which is as 
rough as I ever remember it, fortunately 
plenty of grip and so a gentle climb, no 
banging and crashing, no passenger with 
a headache or cracked ribs. 
 
Onwards to Calton where the heavens 
open, just as we leave the start line, and 
lays down sufficient water to make the 
restart a little “testing”, probably the most 
difficult of the day for us, which was not 
expected at all. Having cleared the section 
we hurry off to Hollinsclough, and a 
welcome cup of tea and lump of cake.  We 
leave to the optimistic strains of “see you 
next year” from the helpers; Rakes Head 
cleared, and on to Excelsior where, due to 
the dry conditions, the restart poses no 
problem, but are we in the “Derbyshire 
Triangle”?  At the start we are following a 
group of Marlins and Dellows who have all 
disappeared when we arrive at 
Moneystones, and we haven’t overtaken 
anyone! Probably six or seven cars 
vanished. 
 
Following Moneystones onto the special 
test at Dudwood, which proves an 
interesting end to a breezy day. We head 
for the finish at the Bull i’th Thorn, sign off, 
claim an award, say our goodbyes, 20 
minutes later we are home, the car in the 
garage, where it remains, with no flat 
tyres. I imagine that round about New 
Year, preparations for the Exeter will 
begin. Many thanks to all the intrepid 
Marshalls who turned out and despite all 
the challenges were cheerful and 
interested in what was happening 
throughout the event, even though all the 
starts appeared to be on exposed westerly 
facing slopes, so they endured the breeze 
all day! From our point of view, an 
enjoyable day, the excitement meter is 
working again, and we look forward to the 
challenges of Edinburgh 2010. 



22 

Dolly goes to Derbyshire 
by David Spraggett 

 

D olly (a not very original name I 
admit) is a 2CV we have had in 
our family from new. Amongst 
her many adventures over the 

past few years has been an annual outing 
to Derbyshire on the Edinburgh.  
 
Over the years it has become obvious that 
trialling in a 2CV is an experience where 
the aspiration of a medal is rarely 
achieved (Dolly has on one occasion only 
achieved a bronze on an Edinburgh). As 
differential start lines seem to be 
disappearing and restarts appearing for 
class 1 the medal aspiration is becoming 
nearer to a dream. I still regret that 70 
years ago Pierre-Jules Boulanger had not 
been given the design brief to produce a 
vehicle that could climb impossibly steep, 
slippery and rocky slopes with ease 
instead of one for 4 French farmers and 
their eggs to cross a ploughed field! 
 
As with all good trialists I use the ‘just in 
time’ method of car preparation in order to 
increase the challenge of competition. 
This year I started early, the day before 
the event. All was well (she started) until I 
remembered that when she was parked 
after the Lands End there had been a few 
problems with the tyres. It was obvious 
that at least 3 of the tyres were beyond 
redemption so I nipped out to the local 
friendly tyre man for replacements to 
discover, to my surprise, that they don’t 
stock tyres that fit 2CV routinely and they 
would need to be ordered. Fortunately I 
remembered that ‘her indoors’ (my 
beloved and wonderful navigator) had 
been on at me to clear ‘rubbish’ out of the 
loft and amongst the ‘rubbish’ were a set 
of tyres I’d taken off my +4 Morgan a few 
years ago although they are 3 sections 
wider than the 125s of a 2CV they were 
15 inch diameter. They fitted the rims a 
treat and we were good to go.  
 

So after a pre event training evening of a 
couple of heavy high fat meals, with 
intervening chocolate snacks, and a 
couple of hours sleep, Bron (she insists on 
coming because Dolly is actually her car) 
and I set off for Tamworth. Unusually for 
us going anywhere we misjudged our 
timing and actually arrived early at the 
start and were amazed to see that the 
DAF of Derek Reynolds was present and 
running at the start (he has been known 
not to have sufficient reliability to get from 
Newcastle to the start of some trials). We 
then heard from Derek and Fred that they 
also had used the same ‘just in time’ 
maintenance as we do and had 
impressively replaced an exhaust the day 
before the trial, and again on the trip down 
to the start! Tony and Sally Branson, who 
we also usually try to start in convoy with, 
were also at the start and their Marlin 
seemed to be working OK. For some 
reason, Derek had a start time an hour 
before us, so he set off into the darkness 
not expecting to meet again until the 
finish. 
 
There then followed a superb early 
morning drive up through Staffordshire 
into Derbyshire to the first section, Wigber 
Low. It is never a comfortable experience 
to arrive at a section in a 2CV to be told 
that “everyone has got up this without 
problems.” Over the years Citroen 
increased capacity from 375cc to a 
gargantuan 602cc (9bhp to 29bhp) and 
with the latter engines twig pulling torque 
any incline can be a challenge never mind 
one with mud and ruts. Despite this 
handicap Dolly flew up without hesitation, 
Bron commented it must be the new tyres 
but I naturally dismissed this idea as 
clearly on this occasion it was me as 
driver that should have the credit (the 
aspiration of gold medal remains!). Next 
stop was Haven Hill where we had a 
restart and a last minute deviation on the 
hill. Again magnificent driver skill took us 
successfully up the hill but Bron did 
comment that she didn’t think we would 
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have got up it if it had been wet (I thought 
passengers should be there to give 
encouragement but I suppose as we’ve 
been married more than a couple of 
decades her approach must be correct). 
 
Clough Wood section was a further 
exhibition of superb driver skill and the 
first special test loomed. The gold 
aspiration still was achievable in my head 
so much discussion took place within the 
car over tactics. As driver I was convinced 
I would get a gold so needed an absolute 
banzai time to get a class win, Bron on the 
other hand had the experience to 
comment that I always fail Bamford, Litton 
and Putwell in Dolly so a gentle fault free 
test is what’s needed. Why is she always 
right? I completed the test carefully and 
without penalty! 
 
The now becoming standard superlative 
driver expertise took us up Black Harry 
(including restart) and then to Putwell. The 
very long wait at Putwell was ominous for 
Dolly and even with the loft matured new 
tyres and my current optimistic euphoric 
state I realised that if many cars were 
failing, my aspiration may have to be only 
silver. Putwell did became the first fail, but 
on this occasion it was definitely not driver 
error but Dolly’s fault as she obviously did 
not have enough power to get up the hill 
(even Bron agreed, so she can be 
supportive). At this point we got to the 
event we had trained hard for the previous 
evening; full English breakfast at the Bull 
I’th Thorn. This was despatched with 
consummate skill by both driver and 
passenger (and I must say with great 
efficiency by the staff at the pub). 
 
Our arrival at Litton was the first time we 
realised that we would not have the usual 
challenge to get to the start line as the 
‘real Litton’ has become out of bounds. 
Bron was pleased however as it is the first 
time she claims that she has ever seen 
the top of Litton. Is this a sign that a 
number of our classic hills are to become 
legends in history? 

Still having silver aspirations on to 
Bamford where I often wonder why Dolly 
waits in the queue for the start! True to 
form the silver will have to become bronze 
but I did get close enough to the restart to 
see it without binoculars. On this occasion 
the now legendary driver skill was 
demonstrated in the difficult reverse off 
the section. Could I propose an additional 
award for the drivers that show the most 
dramatic reverse in the event? It was also 
on the drive away from Bamford that we 
discovered a DAF with a pair of legs 
sticking out from underneath. It would 
appear that Derek was becoming a bit of 
an expert exhaust fitter. Just as well he 
started an hour earlier than us to allow for 
the roadside repairs! 
 
Elmore was next and I watched with envy 
the four ladies in front using double my 
horsepower walk casually and slowly up 
the hill (I suppose it is a bridleway and 
horses are allowed). I did not watch with 
envy the struggle the rather wind-beaten 
marshals had even standing up in what 
seemed to be storm force winds, hats off 
to you chaps! Dolly naturally showed that 
2 horses are sufficient and cleared the 
section easily. 
 
Calton in the dry posed no challenge and 
therefore I made no attempt at putting a 
bid in for the new ‘reverse award’ 
particularly as tea and cakes beckoned at 
a certain church hall. Yet again the pre 
event training would show its value. Over 
the tea we pondered the genuine belief 
that a bronze was a certainty. 
 
You would think that after 22 years driving 
around Europe an attractive little thing like 
Dolly would have learnt to ignore the 
paparazzi. However, as with most 22 year 
olds, the lure of the camera lens was too 
great. Despite leaving Rakes Head start 
and getting round the rather tight corner 
easily she spotted a certain Jonathan 
Toulmin with his camera and to ensure he 
got a good picture she stopped right 
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beside him. As driver I obviously had no 
control over this and now realised that the 
aspiration again had to be downgraded to 
finisher’s certificate. 
 
The next section proved to be the only 
one where driver skill failed (in my opinion 
anyway). I had to agree with Bron, who 
naturally is always right, that I should have 
stopped lower in the restart box at 
Excelsior (why didn’t she mention this 
before I stopped?). How many times have 
you heard in the bar after an event “I failed 
the restart but just rolled back a couple of 
feet and then restarted and cleared the 
hill”?  
 
The final two sections of Moneystones 
and Middleton Steep were master classes 
in driver control to prove that Excelsior 
was merely a lapse. Although Dolly was a 
tad nervous at the start of Moneystones 
as last year she managed to seize a rear 
wheel bearing in the mud (last years 
excuse for a fail although the thick mud 
did make a contribution). On to the last 
section of the trial, Dudwood ST 2. 
 

What can be said about this special test? 
The line drawing of the route to take was 
artistic but didn’t seem to help you to know 
which way to go. The Morgan in front of 
Dolly clearly got confused but my 
wonderful and excellent navigator (never 
miss an opportunity to praise the wife!) 
made sure we performed the test correctly 
if a little slowly. 
 
We finally arrived at the Bull I’th Thorn and 
Dolly was again going to achieve the 
coveted finisher’s certificate. Roll on the 
Exeter! 
 
So what lessons have been learnt from 
the event? Don’t throw away any car 
related bits, as they may become useful 
one day? Don’t ever stop to have your 
picture taken? Don’t ever let Derek fix 
your exhaust? No, the real lesson is that 
you can use a car that has little chance of 
getting gold and still have a great trial. 
 
PS A joke from a 5 year old. What’s the 
difference between a 2CV and a snail? 
Answer; a 2CV doesn’t eat lettuce. 
 

The 2009 Edinburgh Trial 
by Sid Hill 

 

T his is the event that, to me, seems 
to herald the start of winter. It is 
usually quite cold, misty and 
drizzly, sometimes with ice on 

roads at night. The scenery in the Peaks 
can be stunning, that is if you can see it 
through the mist! However, this year it was 
looking to be warm and dry which posed 
the question will dry ground conditions 
mean an easy event? Well the ground in 
Derbyshire was bone dry but it did not 
seem to suit my Goldie. 
 
Starting from Tamworth at 02.11 a very 
warm and clear night meant a pleasant 
ride up to Ashbourne and on to Wigber 

Low time control, before which, time had 
to be 'lost' in a lay-by. A local police officer 
stopped to offer assistance but not 
needing any, we were able to have a 
conversation about the event and the 
good steady riding by the competitors, to 
which he agreed! 
 
The first hill at Wigber Low gave a good 
indication of ground condition: and was 
cleaned together with Haven Hill which 
soon followed, despite the 'diversion' 
which was seen at the last moment; next 
up was Clough Wood, which used to be 
the first hill of the trial with the first 
competitor at dawn. However, much 
footing was needed to get away from the 
re-start, well past the 3-yard mark, 
resulting in a fail. The dry ground meaning 
that the rocks were very loose and moved 
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around under the bike resulting in much 
self-steering. 
 
The special test at Deep Rake held no 
problems and Black Harry in the quarry 
likewise. A few miles on brought us to 
dear old Putwell, a hill not used for some 
years which used to have a special test 
followed by an observed section with a 
dodgy restart on rocks at the top; 
therefore the first part was quick, but not 
any more, it is now a jumble of loose rocks 
which sent the Goldie off into a bank on 
the first part and I am told it was worse 
higher up! I returned down the hill and by 
following my nose (better than sat nav) I 
found the breakfast stop at "Bull I'th 
Thorn", arriving 35 minutes late but finding 
most others late too. 
 
I remember that for several years I had 
not seen anything at the top of Putwell 
because of the mists, then one year it was 
bright sunshine and the view off the right 
of the track was spectacular and took me 
by surprise. Over the fry up I learnt Ed 
Stobbs had already missed his Triple, 
commiserations there; then now on a 
Bronze I was out and onto Litton Slack, a 
travesty that we could not use it, but keep 
fingers crossed for next year.  
 
A pleasant ride brought us to Bamford 
Clough, a proper trials hill if ever there 
was one. Despite becoming rougher one 
can still blast it and the usual technique on 
the Goldie is to use 2nd gear, with plenty 
of revs and let it fly up. This year though 
not to be, it would not gain speed and the 
rear wheel was doing the steering; a drop 
to bottom was needed and then it became 
a real struggle to keep forward motion, 
with the bike going anywhere except 
where it was pointed, finally hitting the 
bank just before the ends card.  
 
Up on the road I realised the rear tyre was 
flat (a compression puncture soon after 
the start line) so it was out with the wheel 
and change the inner tube. With help from 

number 14, C. Bentham, the job was soon 
done and I was away again. Despite 
allowing a higher pressure than usual in 
order to avoid a compression puncture it 
had still happened, bad luck or an 
indication of conditions? 
 
Amends were made at Elmore, a new hill 
and a good one too, which should be an 
asset to the trial for future years. High up 
and with those loose rocks again, but my 
only problem was trying to keep to the 
better line on the right; every time I got 
over the gale blowing across from the right 
pushed me straight back to the left. After 
three attempts I just stayed on the left but 
was still clean. 
 
A good ride/attempt at a hill always bucks 
you up and so to Calton, which has not 
caused me any trouble for years. By now 
though I had an even higher pressure in 
the rear tyre, to avoid further troubles, this 
resulted in not finding grip at the restart 
and another stop. More care in selecting 
the stopping position would have helped 
too! Hollinsclough, a beautiful hamlet in a 
beautiful valley, meant the tea stop and a 
chat with old friends, Gerry and Barbara 
Woolcott. 
 
The rest of the trial was attacked in a 
somewhat carefree manner. Rakes Head, 
which can be tricky at the restart was no 
problem. At Excelsior, I was given a "ran 
back" at the restart, well I don't remember! 
The route wended its way over the peaks 
and moors. The weather still warm and 
the sun shining most of the time meant 
plenty of good views of the stunning 
scenery. Moneystones came up next, no 
problems, quickly followed by Middleton 
Steep, again no problems, but care 
needed to stop in the correct 'box' for 
one's class. Dudwood for my class was a 
ride around the farmyard followed by a 
special test, a little tight but okay. 
 
10 miles brought us to the finish back at 
"Bull l'th Thorn", where I was early, 



30 

despite my problems, and a well-earned 
rest. Enquiries were made about the solo 
riders who were going for a Triple, but 
none achieved their aim. Was that due to 
nerves or the conditions? Commiserations 
were made with those riders, particularly 
my usual riding partner, Ian Thompson, 
who missed a Triple by one dab on 
Elmore. 
I am convinced that a long dry spell brings 
loose ground that can be tricky to ride. 
Grip sometimes difficult to find and loose 
rocks rolling away from the bike, making 
holding a line also difficult. Added to this, 
warm weather can mean an over 
confidence by the rider and lack of 
respect, of what might be found up the hill. 
To counter this one has to say that there 
was still a fair number of Golds, 
particularly in class A, but then this could 
be the long experience of the riders. 

The Triple is an elusive award to achieve 
as this seemingly easy event has shown, 
with none of the solos receiving one. To 
achieve a Gold in any of the three classic 
long distance events is one thing, to 
achieve three Golds consecutively another 
thing and to achieve these in the same 
calendar year yet another. It can be quite 
frustrating. On the Goldie I have achieved 
Gold in each event but this year after a 
Gold in the Exeter, a Bronze on the Lands 
End finished any idea of a Triple and this 
event became what I call "just a nice ride". 
 
The MCC must be congratulated on yet 
another very good trial, well up to top 
standard and my thanks to each and 
everyone of the marshals for giving their 
time to allow its to enjoy myself on the 
Goldie. 

Enthusiastic for Ebworth 
by Jonathan Toulmin 

 

I f I rummaged around in the attic, I 
would be able to find when I last 
competed in Ebworth Woods, but it was 
doubtless more than a dozen years 

ago. Why had Pat and I stayed away for 
so long? In a way we had not, for in recent 
years, we had marshalled or 
photographed on the event, and once tried 
to do both, but don’t tell anyone about 
that – strictly against the rules! Our efforts 
in recent years had, at least, added to the 
pages of this journal. The reason for not 
driving at the Ebworth Trial was simply 
that my Marlin couldn’t cope with the 
pace. Twenty-four sections in quick 
succession, with no road mileage, meant 
that the car eventually got so hot that you 
could have fried an egg on the bonnet, 
and we retired with another twelve 
sections still to do. 
 
In previous issues, you may have read 
about the saga of my “heart transplant” in 
my Marlin, with the normal Marina 1.8 

engine being replaced by a two-litre fuel-
injected MG Montego unit. At the same 
time as upgrading the engine, I also 
improved the cooling system, and, having 
not driven in a trial since January, I was 
suffering from withdrawal symptoms and 
the Ebworth seemed a golden opportunity 
to have a massive injection of trials 
adrenalin. 
 
Stroud and District had a new team this 
year to handle the event, which may have 
been why the regs arrived only two weeks 
before the event. Perhaps this was also 
the reason that there was a most 
disappointing entry of only twenty-six, but 
at least there was quality there with the 
likes of Bartleman, Moss, Workman, 
Woodall, Greenslade, Groves and 
Haizelden.  
 
The finals contained the threat of 
exclusion for anyone adjusting their tyre 
pressures during the day – it didn’t say 
that inflating the tyres was permitted, nor, 
if a spare wheel had to fitted after a 
puncture, whether its pressure could be 
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adjusted to the specified minimum 
pressure. On the day, a tyre pressure limit 
was set and checked at the start, but not 
subsequently. There was a timing error in 
the finals too, which robbed us of an hour 
or more in bed! Class 7 competitors were 
required to be ready for scrutineering by 8 
a.m., whereas the event did not start until 
9.45. Scrutineering was carried out 
efficiently, so we had a pleasant ninety 
minutes to chat to organisers and fellow 
competitors. I do wish there had been tea 
and coffee available then.  
 
We were split into two groups, with 
classes 1 to 6 going off to tackle section 5 
first, whereas classes 7 and 8 started on 
section 1. Curiously, the running 
sequence for group 1 was in reverse class 
order (i.e. class 6, 5, 4, 3, 2 and finally 1), 
whereas the order was reversed for my 
group, with class 7 leading ahead of class 
8. By chance Pat and I were the first car in 
class 7, so we were the trail blazers, 
whose main job was to clear away some 
of the leaf mould for the ‘big boys’ in class 
8. Conditions could hardly have been 
better. There had been appreciable rain 
during the previous week and even some 
overnight, but the day itself was mild and 
sunny. 
 
We started off at Butlers Grove, 
marshalled by Colin Biles, Dick Munn and 
Terry Coventry. Ebworth Woods contain 
dozens of tracks – indeed a veritable 
maze of them, but this was not one of 
them! But it was a lovely section in a small 
valley with gently sloping sides. The 
ground steepened to the restart, then 
turned sharp right and left between trees 
with the Section Ends soon afterwards. 
On the first round, Pat and I had to 
“double bounce” to get off the restart, but 
then under-steered into a tree at the sharp 
left corner for a “4”. We managed to clear 
it on rounds two and four, but not quite on 
round three. Curiously, it stopped quite a 
few class 8s on rounds three and four, but 
only Derek Tyler on round four. 

Carols was next. Another section that was 
not on an established track, but was a 
good challenge. It had a bit of a killer bank 
near the start which caught us out, and 
others, during the first two rounds, but was 
changed during the lunch break, with a 
sharper bottom corner, but an easier bank 
to get up. Then there was the restart, with 
Andrew Brown marshalling it. Again, we 
had to double bounce to get off, and 
managed to get to the top, but a slippery 
tree root stopped our final attempt at the 
section. Andrew told us that he had been 
talking to someone at the trial and both 
were sceptical about our double bouncing. 
Then we arrived at his restart, tried to get 
going with only Pat bouncing, and the car 
did not move, but with the driver also 
bouncing in unison, we cleared the 
section, so perhaps it works after all! 
 
The route then brought us to Beechwood, 
where scrutineering and signing-on had 
taken place. A proper hard track, with a 
level start followed immediately by an 
acute hairpin bend leading into a steep 
stony track, with a restart at the start of 
the steep bit. We never made it, and in the 
first round, neither did any of the class 7 
or 8 drivers. For the last round, they 
moved the restart a few yards to make it 
more difficult! For round two and 
subsequent rounds, a section, 
Beechwood 2, further up the steep track, 
was added. This was my least favourite 
sort of section because it was only about 
the restart. The section was short, on a 
deeply rutted muddy track with a fairly 
sharp corner. Getting to the restart was 
easy, but this was on a slippery tree root, 
and stopped quite a few. We made it 
once.  
 
We then followed a long track winding its 
way through the woods for perhaps half a 
mile to Lakeside. Again, no established 
track here, but a section winding through 
large trees in a bowl with fairly steep 
sides – great fun! Thankfully no restart 
here, (yippee!) but some massive camber 
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changes, (causing some anxiety to the 
passenger) as we were diverted up the 
hillside and back down again. On the first 
round, it stopped everyone in classes 7 
and 8 except Bryan Phipps, proving that it 
was possible – even for a Marlin! On the 
second round, I missed seeing a small 
arrow on a tree and I went the wrong side 
of it.  
 
We were told to take lunch at 1pm 
wherever we happened to be in the woods 
at that time. Luckily for us, we genuinely 
arrived at the lakes at 1pm, and so did 
quite a few others! The sun shone brightly 
and it was pleasantly warm. Having had 
breakfast at six, I was looking forward to 
lunch. It was good to meet up with Paul 
Parker, chairman of Bristol MC, who also 
runs the British Sprint Championship, so is 
my “boss” during the summer months. 
With Donington Park looking most unlikely 
to stage the British GP next year, I 
suggested that Paul organises a sprint 
there – perhaps on the day before the 
British GP – as Donington should be very 
quiet then! 
 
After lunch, we resumed the fun at 
Lakeside section, and we managed to 
clear it on both the last two rounds - a 
really great section, heavy on the fun 
aspect of our sport. Shortly after Lakeside, 
on the first round, there were two special 
tests run together, so the finish line of the 
first, was the start line of the second. They 
were straightforward, caused no 
problems, but my time was decidedly 
average. I was glad to get those out of the 
way, as they were run only on the first lap. 
 
Then it was a good long amble (15 mph 
max in the woods – gosh, I bet I exceeded 
that on the special test) to Fostens Bank. 
This was a real Marlin killer, with a sharp 
downhill right hand corner on a very 
slippery surface. On the first two rounds, 
both Bryan Phipps and I failed to get our 
Marlins round the corner to score 11. The 
rest of the section was easy but fun. There 

was a restart, marshalled by Carlie and 
Pete Hart, just before a very steep bank, 
but there was grip here, and just enough 
distance between the restart box and the 
bank to get up speed, so at the top of the 
bank we popped out like a champagne 
cork – good fun! On the final round, the 
restart box was moved to the very foot of 
the bank, which made it more challenging 
and four of us, from classes 7 and 8, got a 
“1” here.  Actually I thought this was an 
excellent example of how restarts ought to 
be used. In my view, far too often the 
restart is the challenge itself – can you get 
the car off the restart line, sometimes 
positioned cunningly on a piece of slimy 
rock, or a tree root or in a big hole. That’s 
OK sometimes, but I prefer restarts that 
are not difficult in themselves, but make 
the subsequent part of the section 
difficult – and that was definitely the case 
here. 
 
After what seemed like a run of well over a 
mile through the glorious woods, with the 
dappled sunlight shining through, we 
came to Now Here (or was it No 
Where?). From a short but steep muddy 
bank, the section wound up through the 
trees, with yet another very slippery 
restart. The initial steep bank stopped 
many, but eleven cars saw the top on 
round one, including the author – at least 
according to the official results! We did 
less well on subsequent rounds, and 
certainly it was not the best section of the 
day.  
 
Cotswold Avenue 1 was next. Deep ruts 
at the start led to a short bank, but there 
was sufficient grip to get up to the restart 
box (only for classes 7 and 8). This was 
not steep, but was on a slippery cross 
slope and it was inevitable that the car 
would slide sideways into the marker post. 
It stopped the vast majority on round one, 
about ten on round two, but almost no one 
on round three. I think that it had been 
revised at lunchtime. By round four, it was 
stopping many again. Dave Cook was 
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wielding his camera here. Starting from 
almost the same place as CA1 was 
Cotswold Avenue 2. A level start on mud 
led to a very steep bank. Colin Perryman, 
marshalling this section, had his work cut 
out, as the numbers were about one foot 
apart! On the first round, only Paul 
Bartleman cleaned it, but four got up on 
round two, five on round three and, on the 
last round, 3, including Simon Woodall, 
but not Paul Bartleman, cleaned it. 
 
Farbank looked fun, turning abruptly to 
the left from a downhill start line on the 
main track. Dudley Sterry was in control of 
us here, with Chris Phillips manning the 
restart flag, and Paul Parker keeping an 
eye on everyone, and perhaps getting 
some ideas for Bristol MC’s trial at the end 
of November. The section ran up a gully, 
but again a devilish restart stopped many 
including Barty and Nigel Moss, but Nick 
Farmer and Simon Groves did 
exceptionally well to drop only a single 
mark here on round one. At the second 
attempt, only Paul Bartleman, Ryan 
Tonkin and Dave Haizelden saw the top, 
and with the ground drying during the day 
five made it at the third attempt. Perhaps 
the section was changed for the last 
round, but no one cleaned it at the end of 
the day. Our best was a “2”, but three 
times we failed the tree root restart test! 
 
The last section, Workman’s Tump, was 
rather obscure – we nearly missed the 
discreet arrow to it on the first round. As 
we drove through the undergrowth to the 
start line, Pat thought we were in the 
wrong place, but I saw Giles Greenslade’s 
white Beetle winding its way between the 
trees, so I guessed we were right. Emma 
Wall was in charge here and it was an 
easy little section with a soft and slippery 
restart. Another section which was really 
only about the restart, although 
surprisingly, three failed early on. Seven 
got up at the first attempt, whereas in 
rounds two and three only six failed to get 
up and all came from the lower classes. 

For the last round, no class 7 or 8 did 
better than a 7, but Giles got his Beetle 
up, as did all of classes 1 and 3 – perhaps 
they were excused the restart? 
 
So after a run of 23 miles around the 
woods and ‘only’ 43 sections, (no 
overheating with the new engine) and still 
only 3.30 p.m., we headed for home. What 
a brilliant day. Well done Stroud & District 
MC for putting on a super day’s trialing, 
and really amazing value for money in 
these hard times. Where else can you do 
43 sections in six hours for a total cost of 
fifty quid? So why so few entries? 
 
The results arrived a few days later and 
showed that overall victory went to Simon 
Groves (class 3) on only 37 penalties. 
Bartleman won class 8, and Phipps won 
class 7. In class 6, the only entrant 
Christopher Simons retired early on, and 
Brian Alexander was the sole 
representative of class 5. Greenslade took 
class 4, and Stuart Deacon class 3. Matt 
Johnson was the only class 2 competitor 
and David Haizelden won class 1 from 
James Shallcross. How did we do – well, 
we achieved our goal – of enjoying 
ourselves, and the car ran perfectly. 
Fourth in class was nothing to write home 
about, as there were only four in the class! 
 
I have always thought that someone ought 
to organise a testing trial. Many will say 
“The MCC organise one every year”, but 
they don’t – they organise a “special test” 
trial, a very different proposition. What I 
mean is that it would be really helpful if 
there was a non-competitive event where 
we could practice our trials driving and 
carry out a few experiments such as the 
effects of tyre pressures, ballast and gear 
choice. Ebworth Woods would be an ideal 
venue for such an event, with the 
opportunity to tackle the same section 
several times by varying one’s car or 
driving technique. Anyone else interested 
in this idea? Stroud, what about it? 
Comments to the Restart editor please! 



34 

End of Term: O-level results 
by Jim Miller 

 

I t is a common mistake to consider 
class O as an “easy” option.  Although 
it is touted as “suitable for Novice Cars 
and Fragile Drivers”, or some such, I 

have never found there to be that much 
difference in its ability to break the Singer 
compared to class 2. 
 
A good rule of thumb for a 75-year-old car 
is that if it can break it will.  Our 1934 
Singer 9hp Le Mans has had extensive 
modifications since 2003 including 10 hp 
differential, up rated halfshafts, new 
gearbox internals, lightened flywheel, 
high-lift short duration camshaft, new head 
with small inlet ports and an auxiliary head 
cooling pump (the “Magic Supercharger”!). 
We now sport a very light aluminium 
bonnet, reputedly from a 1935 Candidi 
Provocatore car, and the petrol tank, 
batteries and two spare wheels are slung 
out the back a good 18 inches further than 
standard. 
 
On this occasion, the 2009 Edinburgh, I 
have the expert services of my daughter, 
Lizzie. I have 4 children and all are 
experienced navigators. Top tip—keep 
them well fed and warm and you get fewer 
mistakes. Humming down to the start in 
Tamworth we meet long lines of earlier 
starting motorcyclists slowly ghosting 
along making chains of fairy lights, rather 
surreal until we realised Wigber Control 
was a NOT EARLY arrival. 
 
Wigber Low. We noted this as stony, dry 
and rough, a nice pipe opener and fails 
none in the main trial. However it takes 
out two 0s: Triumph Trophy (503 I. White) 
and Lambretta (504 J. Turner).  We first 
spotted “Scooter-Man” at No 2. Haven Hill 
getting a helping hand from another 
competitor to kick over the engine. Having 
negotiated this long, rutted hill plus nasty 
looking re-start (not for us Os, thank 
goodness), we found him sitting under a 

tree looking very pink and short of breath 
“waiting for the plug to cool down”. Rather 
unfairly at the “brunch “ stop later at the 
Bull in the Thorns pub a somewhat 
overkeen lady marshal announced to all 
and sundry that he and a Triumph Herald 
(524 Rawlings) had been excluded for late 
running. Sensibly neither seemed to take 
that too seriously and the results show 
both forgoing the first special test but 
continuing reasonably successfully till the 
end. At least they competed whereas 10 
others, 1/5th of the O entry, didn't even 
make it to the start line. 
 
On our way to Deep Rake I became 
aware in my mirrors that we headed a 
small procession and just behind us was a 
beautiful green J2 MG (211 B. Bennett).  
In the early days this model, known to 
Singer owners affectionately as “Miserable 
Goer”, had a very embarrassing habit of 
snapping clearly under-engineered 
crankshafts. They then suffered the 
ignominy, with P types, of appearing in 
The Practical Motorist in the early 50s with 
advice on how to shoehorn Ford side 
valves in! I find them highly attractive but a 
trifle narrow for my taste. I was once 
accosted in our Homebase carpark by a 
batty old dear, who confided that you 
“could do it in an MG”. In a J2 you would 
need to be very small, very agile or very 
desperate.  A Singer 9 is altogether more 
luxurious, at least 3 inches wider—a true 
“Tart Trap”! 
 
However, at the rather delightful section 
Deep Rake (O only) where we performed 
a little wiggle woggle on a rustic green 
complete with miniature restart box, I saw 
that the following train of main triallists had 
halted and were watching us, no doubt 
stifling giggles, and then waved us back 
onto the road ahead of them. Typical 
gentlemanly behaviour of MCC members I 
think.  We watched in amazement at the 
Deep Rake Special Test as two Hillman 
Imps (193 Moss and 207 White) 
absolutely belted round, flying over the 
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bumps at the end and looking positively 
schoolboyish. In contrast we engaged 2nd 
gear and pottered round playing the 
percentages - to finish first, first you must 
finish. In Class O one slip and you are out. 
  
Black Harry. The weather now began to 
break up and got very windy. The hill was 
rough for us because ironically we did not 
have to restart, and thus went through the 
area of rocky boulders at some speed. An 
O travelling marshal (501 L. Bowler) put a 
Foot Down here unfortunately on his very 
interesting shaft drive 250cc BMW. 
 
At heart I think I remain a motorcyclist. I 
embarked on my biking career with a very 
lowly underpowered BSA Bantam D5 
courtesy of my school’s section of the Civil 
Defence Despatch Riders Corp. 
Apparently our life expectancy was 
approximately 36 hours if the Big Bang 
occurred and land lines “went down”. We 
didn't care; we were 16 years old and 
whizzing round the countryside having 
FUN!  You would have been amazed at 
the number of cold-war bunkers in the 60s 
lying in the corners of English fields, which 
we had to identify and deliver messages 
to - scores in Bedfordshire and 
presumably thousands in the UK. Later I 
moved on to a sprung-hub 5T Triumph 
hotted up with twin carbs and clip-on 
handlebars, fast and noisy and a perfectly 
good handler despite its reputation. 
 
I have to confess that I converted to four 
wheels quite quickly as a student but in 
mitigation I have faithfully carried on 
reading all the magazines, still wave at 
bikers on the road and wear my treasured 
Italian Motorcycle Cop’s leather jacket on 
trials - it is totally windproof.  
 
After breakfast there was a little excursion 
to Litton Slack, which appeared not to be 
a “real hill” but involved driving up the O 
route at the side. On wet grass this has 
been a real “stopper” in the past and 
involves very low tyre pressures, the right 

make of tyres and very delicate clutch 
action - none of which I had when I last 
failed it! 
 
Calton. Competitors had to wait for 
various walkers to exercise their “right to 
roam” whilst it began to softly rain, and 
then a minor altercation with a spectator 
who wanted to exercise a couple of dogs 
halfway up the hill. This was firmly 
resisted by the chief marshal. Well done 
Mr Murfin! Having failed here last year 
through lack of “brio”, it was foot to the 
boards, 4,500 rpm (quite noisy) and up we 
sailed. Ford Escort (516 C. Chippendale), 
Toyota (517 P. Spur), Citroen 2CV (534 R. 
Northover) and Suzuki X90 (542 A 
Burchnall), all missed an O award by 
failing this deceptively long and muddy 
incline. In the main trial, with restart, some 
19 motorcyclists succumbed. 
 
On the way to Hollinsclough Control we 
were definitely in dairy cow country and in 
the space of a hundred yards the car was 
completely plastered in “organic product”. 
For the rest of the trial I definitely didn’t 
fancy getting too close to the door 
handles! At the village hall with good tea 
and cakes and very welcome toilets (!) we 
were chatting to another O and discovered 
that he had passengered for Ian 
Blackburn in  “Buttercup” in the 60s in 
PCTs at Aldershot. This is the car that 
inspired me to buy my own, and despite 
its quite utilitarian appearance must be the 
most successful Singer trials car ever.   
 
Excelsior. Camera! Action! Daughter 
Lizzie holds up her little i-phone and we 
have the whole thing “in the can” including 
my cheery wave to a bunch of walkers at 
the first corner. Over the rather rattly 
soundtrack you can hear her “come on 
Dad - concentrate!” In the last trial the 
ignition switch was inadvertently knocked 
“off” in the excitement of mounting the 
very sharp hump in the middle of the 
track. By revolving the switch through 180 
degrees it can now only be knocked “on “- 
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ACTC Awards 
Ceremony 2009 
 
 
Nigel Moss receiving the 
Trial of the Year Award, 
on behalf of Stroud MC 
 
 
 
 

Photos by Chantal 
Street 

 
 
 

John West, ACTC Vice 
President, presenting 

Tom Beckerleg with the 
Pouncy Trophy 

 
 
John presents the 
Team award  to the 
JVs—Tony Young, 
Giles Greenslade and 
Bill Bennett  
 
(4th member of the 
team is Dean 
Partington) 
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attention to details can make all the 
difference. 
 
It should have been a nice scenic cruise to 
Moneystones. Unfortunately at a 
crossroads that was actually a bend in the 
road with two spurs off it, confusion 
reigned. It said L but the obvious (and 
correct) route didn't look very likely so the 
sign was removed by a slightly over 
excited competitor, who had decided it 
had been tampered with by the local 
“yoof”’. We formed an orderly queue and 
trotted off in the opposite direction until all 
arrived inevitably at a dead-end in a 
farmyard some two miles down a one-
track road. Much huffing and puffing got 
everyone turned around only to be 
confronted by more cars who of course 
had been misled by the –ahem—absence 
of signage. More huffing, more puffing and 
the sorry little convoy scuttled back to the 
crossroads. Said “leader of the pack” 
replaced the L and normal service was 
resumed. After all that, the hill, which was 
stony, straight and had a restart was fairly 
easy—phew!   
 
Middleton Steep. Fatigue must have 
been setting in here as neither your 
intrepid correspondent nor navigator has 
any memory of it and there is simply a 
blank in the notebook. It must have been 
the location where a well-drilled young 
marshal correctly gave us the  “it’s for you 
to find out and me not to tell” routine when 
enquiring which restart box we should 
use. We went for the easiest and were 
correct. 
 
Dudwood 2. If we had been asleep 
previously this little section soon woke us 
up. Starting in a very picturesque farmyard 
the route turned sharp right into a really 
difficult “nadgery” section totally unlike 
anything else we saw in the trial. It was in 
woodland, muddy, complete with restart, 
and had a steepish climbing turn to finish. 
The charming “Toon” team running it must 
have had fun because they failed more 

O’s than all the other sections combined. 
Citroen 2CV (511 C. Beaumont), MGB 
(528 B. Osborn) and Marlin (545 D. 
Dalton) lost their awards here amongst 12 
failures. 
 
Final Test at Dudwood. We were 
entertained here by the farmer’s son 
performing very fancy trialling tricks on a 
really nice looking Bultaco. This took our 
attention away from the special test where 
we began to realise that there was a very 
tight-gated route that was failing cars. Last 
winter many happy hours had been spent 
patiently filing away the steering stops to 
improve the lock—thank goodness! I think 
the car just shaved the pylons but nobody 
noticed. In the rough finish the choke tube 
of the leading Solex came adrift leaving 
only 2 cylinders firing so it was a very slow 
and anxious crawl, now in a howling gale, 
back to the pub to sign off. We claimed a 
Trio, as did Dutton Phaeton (506 K.
Oakes) and MGB (543 J. Laver). 
 
The brave “little blue ‘un” has now attained 
its target and so we now return to class 2 
with some trepidation to join the Big Boys. 
“Ave atque Vale” as our Latin master 
saluted us after the O-level results  - Hail 
and Farewell! 
 
Postscript 
Buckler serendipity: Whining our way 
home from the 2005 Lands End across 
Salisbury Plain, passenger keening for 
food - differential slowly destroying its 
bearings - we spotted a sign advertising 
pub lunches. Pulled into car park to find 
no lunches but a small sleek green Ford-
based sports car. Admiring it, hungrily, we 
met a very pleasant chap who told us he 
was looking for a windscreen for it. It turns 
out that he was Derek Buckler’s SON and 
this car used a Singer Le Mans 
windscreen (20 years old?)  from new.  He 
said his brother-in-law was in the (2005) 
trial in a blue version—would that be 
Buckler MK5 (148 D.Malin) who won class 
5 this year? 
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2009 Ebworth 
Trial 
 
 
Simob Groves & 
Emma Robilliard, 
Ford Escort, on 
Cotswold Avenue 
1 

 
 
 
 
 
Bryan Phipps, 
Marlin, on 
Lakeside 

 
 
 
Tony Underhill 

& Jade Bray, 
Triumph Spl, 
on Cotswold 

Avenue 1 

39 

Section Ends 
By Dennis Greenslade 

 

T hirty-one years ago, the 50th 
Exeter Trial was held over the 
weekend of the 6th/7th January. 
The 1977 MCC championship 

winning team did not re-enter, as Philip 
Mitchell –VW-Imp – could not take part. 
Consequently Alan Foster – 1584cc VW 
Beetle – joined David Turner and myself 
entered as Team Beetling 2. The trial 
attracted 306 entries with an amazing 34 
teams of eclectic vehicles. 
 
For the first time after covering 69,000 
miles in my trials’ Beetle I retired from the 
event on Slippery Sam, which was the fifth 
section that particular year. In lining up the 
car to negotiate the right-hand hairpin, just 
after the rocky re-start, I clipped a tree 
outcrop with such force that both my 
hands left the steering wheel. Although 
the car endeavoured to climb the natural 
bank I managed to gain control but it 
succumbed at the left hand hairpin coming 
ignominiously (particularly so as my great 
friend and rival for the David Paull national 
championship, Dick 
Andrews – Dellow, was 
the following number) to 
an abrupt halt. The front 
strut had broken at the 
ball joint and I was 
forced to retire. 
 
Consequently this report 
on the Exeter is gleaned 
from records in my 
possession. Firstly I am 
pleased to record that 
Alan finished with a Gold 
and also took the class – 
for the third year in 
succession to boot. 
Having narrowly missed 
gaining a Triple Award in 1977 it was an 
excellent start in his attempt towards that 
goal in 1978 using a car shod on standard 
Semperit tyres. David Turner – also 

1584cc Beetle - finished with a Silver 
medal only failing Clinton. 
 
Gerry Kempthorne, MG Midget, was the 
sole starting entry from the Sprite Trialing 
Team and he records that the first section 
Windmill Hill, which was successfully 
climbed by the whole entry apart from one 
unfortunate Austin 7, as being more 
difficult “leaving than climbing”. Slippery 
Sam caused a few failures, and then it 
was onwards to Simms via the easy 
Baddaford Lane. Alan Cundy driving his 
competitive Ford Escort Estate (see 
Restart November 2008) entertained the 
large crowd with his determined driving 
whilst David Keat – Hillman Avenger – 
(also Restart November 2008) left the 
crowd in a mist of tyre smoke as he 
powered his way at 7,500 r.p.m. to the 
summit. Both David and Alan together 
with David’s son Lester – Hillman Imp – 
obtained Gold medals with all three 
winning their respective class. Alan and 
David are brothers in-law, so it was a 
highly successful family achievement, 
probably never before recorded in the 
annals of the MCC.  

 
Tamar Trio Trials Team, 1977 
Cotswold Clouds 
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In addition the three of them won one of 
the three Team Awards together with the 
“Woodalls” in an Imp, a Morgan and a VW 
Buggy (guess who drove the Buggy?) and 
Messrs David Platford, Keith Vipond and 
Kei th  Turner a l l  campaigning 
Volkswagens. 
 
Without doubt the MCC Annual Team 
Championship was very much sought 
after thirty years or so ago and the pewter 
salver awards were cherished almost as 
much as a Triple Award. One of the 
competitive teams in the ‘70s was the 
Tamar Trio pictured above en route to the 
1977 Cotswold Clouds Trial. The team 
then consisted of Pete Moores and Colin 
Bird in MG J2s and Alan Davis driving a 
MG TC. At that time Pete’s 1932 car was 
fitted with a MG 1500 Z type engine whilst 
Colin’s 1934 car was fitted with a 1250cc 
engine. Alan’s MG TC ran with the 
standard 1250cc unit. In 1981 Barry Smith 
joined the Tamar Trio Team with his 1935 
950cc MG PB. 
 

Pete Moores – 1932 MG J2, 
1978 – Land’s End Trial 

The picture depicts Pete with 
navigator Tony Bolt taking a corner 
almost too wide on Darracott. Note 
the Land Rover grip tyres allowable 
at that time. The successes of this 
team will be covered in a future 
edition of Section Ends.  

 
I have previously referred to the proposed 
formation of a national classic trials 
championship and 1978 was to be the 
year of its commencement. Sponsored by 
the late David Paull and administered by 
Chester Motor Club, for the first year the 
championship rounds consisted of the 
Allen, the Cotswold Clouds, Hertfordshire 
Constabulary Motor Club’s Park Wood, 
the Kyrle, Chester’s own Lady Mary 
Grosvenor, Silverton Motor Club’s 
Tyreservices, North Cornwall Motor Club’s 
Fulford Cup, Camel Vale’s Wadham 
Stringer Octo and the Sporting Owner 
Driver’s Club’s Conquest. 
 
The first round on the 22nd January was 
Bristol Motorcycle and Light Car Club’s 

very popular Allen 
although it was a 
s o m e w h a t 
d i s a p p o i n t i n g l y 
small entry of only 
twenty five cars 
boosted by no less 
than one hundred 
a n d  e i g h t 
m o t o r c y c l i s t s ! 
Somewhat different 
from recent events. 
The start on a 
rather brisk morning 
was from the Yew 
Tree Motel on the A 
38 six miles south 
of Bristol. The first 
section was the 
very tight, craggy, 
h a i r  p i n n e d 
Towerhead where 

the majority including myself immediately 
incurred maximum penalties. Mike Hinde 
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driving his bright yellow 1280cc Hillman 
Imp negotiated this obstacle with ease 
and consequently gained a quick and 
substantial advantage. The only remaining 
saloon cars to clear the section – it was a 
maximum twelve or a clear! – were Tim 
Maynard’s 875cc Hillman Imp and David 
Harris’s Ford Escort, although not without 
damage to the latter vehicle which 
suffered a broken drive shaft and retired. 
 
Sixteen twisty miles later, drivers charged 
their vehicles up the lane at Ninebarrows 
which finishes in a sharp right turn 
between two trees where the gap always 
appears to be half the width of the car. 
One usually shuts at least one eye and 
hopes for the best. Ford Escort driver 
Frank Roseblade clearly tried this method 
of approach but must have shut the wrong 
eye because his car reversed down the 
section with one of its “eyes” the worse for 
wear together with the surrounding front 
apron and offside wing panel. The Allen 
trial had a reputation as being rough and 
damaging in those days. 
 
Believe it or not Burledge was relatively 
easy and on first impressions the long 
lane at Cameley appeared likewise. The 
organisers, using their usual cunning, built 
in a detour on this lane forcing cars to the 
right of the track, thence around some 
rather large bushes and up and over a 
greasy hump before reaching the track 
again – although called Cameley sounds 
like Nanny Hurns to me! Only three 
production cars, Sue Halkyard’s little 
Austin 7, Chris Ellis’s Hillman Imp and my 
Beetle managed without any penalties 
although the batch of current class 8 
vehicles achieved similar success. 
However, for me this success was not 
gained without damage to the nearside 
front wing and running board to the extent 
that Bill Box, my passenger, could not 
extricate himself from the car.  
 
A very long delay ensued at Mountains 
Lane where axle-depth, black mud 

stopped all but Peter James, Dellow, and 
John West’s Oliver Special. Unfortunately 
the nearby alehouse had closed for their 
Sunday afternoon siesta thereby 
aggravating the situation and seemingly 
doubling the waiting time on that very cold 
afternoon. 
 
By the time I arrived at the loose rock 
miniature valley at Sprin, Chris Ellis had 
already broken the differential on his Imp. 
In the fast fading light I towed his car back 
to tarmacadam and then attempted this 
rather tricky test that partly uses a 
streambed. I took the wrong line on a tight 
left-hander dropping the Beetle into a hole 
from which the overworked Dunlop 
Weathermasters had little chance of 
pushing me out. 
 
The extremely twisty and very tight section 
at Reddings caused penalties to most and 
was in my opinion unsuitable for inclusion 
into a classic trials championship round. It 
gave the small cars a definite advantage 
with Mike Hinde undoubtedly pleased that 
he had chosen to compete in his Imp as 
opposed to his Peugeot 504 coupe. He 
went on to win overall with class awards 
won by John Hayes, Tim Maynard, Ian 
Blackburn, John West and myself. 

 
The SRs for the 2010 
Clee Hills Trial will be 
sent out  by the end of 
November. If you have 
not received them by 
then please contact  

Pat Toulmin -  
pat@toulmin.info  
or  01789 731332 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration. 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                                                                    £13.30 
Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating  1ltr                         £9.99 
 
Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                  £4.25 
Box 10 special price                                           £37.50 
CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                £6.75 
Box 10 special price                                           £62.50 
 

Octane Plus – gives your engine a power boost 
250ml treats 50 litres unleaded petrol               £4.75 
Box 10 special price                                        £42.75 
Diesel Power Plus 
500ml treats 500 litres                                       £8.60 
 
Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres      £9.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres                                       £5.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£9.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel / Fax 01460 66434 
tim@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

Whitchurch 

MOT 
Centre 

 

Adrian Marfell 
01600 890218 
 

  Air Cooled VW Experts 

  Class 4 Beetles a speciality 

  Tyre Racks 

  Sumpguards 

  Turn-Key Cars 

  In fact, everything you need 
to keep your trials VW 
competitive 

Just off the A40 between Ross and 
Monmouth,  where the Kyrle starts 
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Championship Chat  
 
2010 ACTC Entry Form 
As usual with the November edition of 
Restart you will also receive the 2010 
ACTC entry form. And again I’m 
requesting that it would help me greatly if 
you could complete the form as soon as 
possible and send it back to the address 
shown on the form. In the past your 
response to this request has been 
excellent, so I’m hoping for a similar level 
of replies this year. This is particularly 
important if you wish to continue to 
receive one-day event SRs and entry 
forms direct because the organisers of at 
least two events request the address 
labels etc prior to Christmas and the New 
Year. Because of the postal situation I 
shall e-mail an acknowledgement to those 
of you who let me have their e-mail 
address. For the non-internet equipped, 
don’t worry too much about a lack of 
letters etc as I always try and hand deliver 
as many envelopes as possible at the 
Exeter event to save postage. 
 
Team Entries 
There has been a woeful lack of legal 
teams this year – in fact just two! Being 
part of a team can add another dimension 
to your trialling season, so why not get 
together and have a go. Just remember 
that all members must be ACTC 
registered contenders. Teams of four are 
allowed, with the best three scores on any 
one event to count. The restriction on the 
make up of the team can be found on the 
entry form. 
 
Navigators 
We had far fewer Navigators registered for 
2009 than in previous years. It adds a lot 
of fun to the bouncing, so why not make 
sure that your driver includes you for 
2010. Or you can apply direct and be a 
mercenary! 
 

Event Results 
There have been a couple of instances 
this year where the championship tables 
have been incorrect when published 
because I have not been sent amended 
results. My plea to all organisers is that if 
the results do change, even in minor way, 
between provisional and final, then please 
let me have a copy of the amended 
results. 
 
E-Mail Regs and Restart 
Take up in both these categories has 
increased quite substantially in 2009, 
particularly for the distribution of the event 
SRs and anyone that can receive them 
this way is urged to opt for that method on 
the entry form. The SRs are normally quite 
small packages and dial-up access will be 
perfectly suitable, but you will need 
broadband for Restart because the 
posting is much bigger. Going the e-route 
will help both the clubs and the ACTC 
save time and money – all of which will 
help to stabilise costs during the credit 
crunch. Also, don’t forget that you will 
receive one-day event results by email, 
even if you didn’t compete in the trial if 
you sign up to receive your SRs 
electronically. 
 
Current Championship Standings 
The tables for the various championships 
are included elsewhere in this edition and 
here is a summary of the leading positions 
after the Edinburgh provisional results 
became known. 
 
Wheelspin 
Class 8 has a bit of a stranglehold at the 
top of the Wheelspin with the top three 
places being held by drivers in that class. 
Paul Bartelman leads by twelve points 
from Dudley Sterry, with Dean 
Partington a further eight points adrift in 
third. Tris White (class 7 – so far!) is 
another five points further back, ahead by 
one point of Dave Haizelden and Bill 
Bennett (classes 1 and 2 respectively) 
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Crackington 
Dave Haizelden leads the Crackington, 
just, courtesy of class wins in all the one-
day events so far and maximum points 
from the three MCC Trials, from Bill 
Bennett. There’s then a thirteen-point gap 
to third and Dudley Sterry who has 
scored in all ten trials, but has yet to win 
his class this year on a one-day event. 
Dave, Bill and Dudley have already had to 
drop the score from one event. This factor, 
together with the embargo on competitors 
in the Wheelspin top five winning 
Crackington trophies, means that the 
people further down the table, like 
Andrew Martin, Keith Sanders, Andrew 
Rippon James Shallcross and Brian 
Alexander all have realistic chances of 
winning some silverware this year.  
 
Navigators 
Liz Bennett currently leads the 
Navigator’s League by a colossal 33 
points, but she has scored in each of the 
ten events held so far, so further 
increases are likely to be small. Lorraine 
Rippon in second place still has three 
events to score full 
points, so may yet 
catch up. James 
Curtis has moved 
up to third place, 
less than one point 
behind, with Dick 
Munns only two 
points further back 
in fourth. 
 
T h e  T e a m 
Championship 
This really is a 
two-horse race, 
with 1-2-1 (Messrs 
H a i z e l d e n , 
Collins, Dommett 
and Allaway) 
enjoying a 23-point lead over More 
Bump’n’Grind (Messrs Bartelman, 
Groves, Waters and Sterry). However, 
with thirty points available for each event, 

that lead may not last long, especially if 1-
2-1 don’t start scoring points again.  
 
And finally ......... Did any one else see 
the ostriches at the top of Clough Wood 
on the Edinburgh? On the left hand side of 
the track at the top there was a farm 
building with a very clear sign reading: 
‘Dangerous Creatures.  Do Not Handle 
or Enter.’ Just passed the building was a 
substantial gate and fence enclosing a 
paddock in which I saw at least three 
female ostriches seemingly enjoying them 
selves. Maybe they’ve been there for 
years but I haven’t seen them in the dark. 
 
So, have a have successful second half of 
the season and I hope to see you at the 
top of a few hills (perhaps with more 
ostriches) in the not too distant future. Oh, 
and since the next edition of Restart will 
be January 2010, have a splendid 
Christmas and New Year. 
 

Chris Phillips 

Stuart & Chris on Wigber Low, 2009 
Edinburgh 

(Photo: Don Stringer) 
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Motorcycle Championships 
 

W ith the results up to the Taw 
and Torridge….. 
 
The Pouncy League 

Keith Johnstone in the lead with 14 then 
Chris Poel second on 13 points tie with 
Nicholas Ellery. 
 
The Red Rose Bowl 
Very close Yoshi on 46 and Al Lidgate on 
45 Points ….. 
 
Since 2005 the ACTC  Classification for 
bikes in Classic Trials, has been 
standardized in the same way as the car 
classes have been since 1992. This is so 
that competitors know which class they 
are in to avoid ambiguity in the entry 
forms, to give the organizers an easier 
time and also the marshals when it comes 
to restarts and deviations for some 
classes. 
 
I know it is down to the competitor to 
understand what they have to do, however 
when it comes to route deviations it is very 
easy to forget that the bike that was given 
the class A Prefix three weeks ago, and 
the class C prefix last week, has somehow 
become class D for the current trial……. 
 
We all know that class 1 is front wheel 
drive and class 8 is specials for the cars 
no matter which trial is taking place… 
 
So from the Start of 2010. All Motorcycle 
Classic Trials will be using the format: 
 
Class A. Pre 65 (British) 
Class B. Up to 450 cc. (B1: Up to 225cc.   
B2: 225cc - 450cc.) 
Class C. Over 450cc 
Class D. Sidecar outfits 
 
Chris Phillips the Championship Secretary 
will be keeping check on the trial entries 
that have to be submitted to him by the 
organising club to see that all is OK. 

 
There is an additional attempt to get older 
machinery competing by the organizers 
looking at class A following class B in the 
running order and doing the same route… 
 
The Taw and Torridge ran to the 
standardised structure and formulae on 
the 20th September and was extremely 
well received by the competitors. 
 
It has also been considered that many 
hills have evolved to be bike only, Whilst 
this may prove to be good for the experts, 
more than a few have expressed concern 
over some of these sections and trials 
organizers have been asked to take all 
competitors into consideration when 
setting sections out. 
 
 
In an additional effort to get more 
competitors I put out over one hundred 
ACTC entry forms at the Exeter Starting 
with the bikes then the three wheelers and 
finally the cars that looked like suitable 
candidates. I also put out 50 Entry forms 
at the Testing Trial in June and another 50 
or so forms at Popham Mega meet. Since 
the start of the year three more Pouncy 
entrants have joined and one Red Rose 
Bowl competitor….. 
 
Tell your friends…… For Both cars and 
bikes…. We are all doing the same 
sport…… 
 
See you out there…. 
 
Best regards 
Stephen. 
 

Stephen Bailey 
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Wheelspin League 2009
Ex CH Exm CC Kyr LE Ilk Tor T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC TTL

Paul Bartleman 5 9 10 3 9 10 9 3 58
Dudley Sterry 3 8 8 5 5 8 4 5 46
Dean Partington 3 6 6 8 10 5 38
Tris White 5 7 9 2 5 5 33
Bill Bennett 5 7 4 5 6 5 32
David Haizelden 5 8 5 6 3 5 32
Andrew Martin 5 10 5 5 25
Simon Woodall 5 10 8 23
Ian Moss 5 7 5 5 22
Keith Sanders 9 3 4 5 21
Adrian Dommett 5 4 10 19
Andrew Rippon 1 8 5 5 19
Nick Farmer 5 7 2 1 15
Emma Robilliard 5 5 5 15
Eric Wall 5 5 5 15
Stuart Roach 5 5 3 13
Mark Smith 5 3 5 13
Gary Browning 10 1 11
Michael Collins 3 5 3 11
Ryan Tonkin 7 3 10
Nigel Jones 5 5 10
James Shallcross 1 4 5 10
Simon Groves 9 9
Paul Allaway 5 1 3 9
Stuart Harrold 1 3 5 9
Ed Nikel 3 1 5 9
Philip Bovill 5 3 8
Alan Selwood 5 3 8
Michael Warnes 5 3 8
Mike Workman 3 5 8
Dick Bolt 3 5 8
Barry Clarke 3 5 8
Richard Peck 3 5 8
Sticker Martin 5 1 1 7
Duncan Welch 1 1 5 7
Tim Lakin 3 3 6
Leslie Newell 6 6
Harvey Waters 3 3 6
Tony Young 6 6
Terry Coventry 4 1 1 6
Colin Perryman 5 1 6
Stuart Highwood 3 3 6
John Looker 3 3 6
Stephen Bailey 1 5 6
Brian Partridge 1 5 6
Mal Allen 5 5
David Miller 5 5
Claire Rippon 5 5
Bill Rosten 5 5
Mark Tooth 5 5
Harry Butcher 5 5
Richard Houlgate 5 5
John Ludford 5 5
Mike Pearson 5 5
Reg Salway 5 5
Rob Wells 5 5
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Crackington League
Ex CH Exm CC Kyr LE Ilk Tor T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Best 9 TTL

David Haizelden 5.0 10.5 10.5 10.7 10.5 5.0 10.6 10.4 10.2 5.0 83.4 88.4
Bill Bennett 5.0 10.3 9.4 10.7 9.3 5.0 10.9 10.3 10.1 5.0 81.0 86.0
Dudley Sterry 3.0 9.0 10.0 10.0 5.0 5.0 7.0 9.8 7.0 5.0 67.8 70.8
Paul Bartleman 5.0 11.0 11.0 3.0 10.0 10.8 10.0 3.0 63.8 63.8
Tris White 5.0 10.6 11.0 9.0 5.0 R 8.5 9.4 5.0 63.5 63.5
Andrew Martin 5.0 10.3 9.4 11.0 10.5 10.4 5.0 61.6 61.6
Keith Sanders 10.4 10.7 10.2 R 10.5 10.4 52.2 52.2
Andrew Rippon 1.0 8.6 11.0 5.0 7.5 10.4 5.0 48.5 48.5
Dean Partington 3.0 11.0 9.0 R 9.0 11.0 5.0 48.0 48.0
James Shallcross 8.5 7.5 7.7 9.5 9.6 R 5.0 47.8 47.8
Brian Alexander 1.0 8.4 6.7 9.2 R 9.3 8.5 3.0 46.1 46.1
Colin Biles 7.4 7.7 8.6 8.3 6.5 7.4 45.9 45.9
Adrian Dommett 5.0 9.3 10.4 9.7 10.3 44.7 44.7
Michael Collins 3.0 9.5 8.5 8.7 8.5 3.0 41.2 41.2
Peter Jones 8.7 10.6 7.5 8.4 35.2 35.2
Simon Woodall 0.0 8.0 5.0 11.0 9.0 33.0 33.0
Gary Browning 9.4 10.6 10.2 30.2 30.2
Nigel Jones 5.0 6.5 R 3.8 9.6 5.0 29.9 29.9
Harvey Waters 8.0 10.0 3.0 8.4 29.4 29.4
Giles Greenslade 9.5 8.6 10.0 28.1 28.1
Mal Allen 9.0 8.0 9.5 26.5 26.5
Derek Tyler 10.0 9.0 7.0 26.0 26.0
Ian Moss 5.0 11.0 5.0 5.0 26.0 26.0
John Wilton 3.0 7.4 5.7 9.3 25.4 25.4
Simon Groves 11.0 4.0 10.4 25.4 25.4
David Miller 5.0 8.3 5.0 7.0 25.3 25.3
John White 7.0 8.8 9.2 25.0 25.0
Emma Robilliard 5.0 9.6 5.0 5.0 24.6 24.6
Mark Smith 5.0 2.0 9.6 3.0 5.0 24.6 24.6
Stephen Potter 8.4 6.7 8.3 23.4 23.4
Nick Farmer 5.0 8.0 8.8 1.0 22.8 22.8
Stuart Harrold 1.0 7.0 2.0 3.0 R 4.8 5.0 22.8 22.8
Michael Leete 3.0 8.5 10.6 22.1 22.1
Stuart Roach 5.0 8.7 5.0 3.0 21.7 21.7
Bill Rosten 5.0 7.5 9.0 21.5 21.5
Terry Coventry 0.0 11.0 1.0 7.8 1.0 20.8 20.8
Stephen Kingstone 10.3 9.4 1.0 20.7 20.7
Peter Hart 11.0 3.0 6.5 20.5 20.5
Ryan Tonkin 10.2 10.1 20.3 20.3
Nicola Butcher 7.6 6.8 5.0 19.4 19.4
Geoff Stone 9.4 9.6 19.0 19.0
Philip Roberts 8.4 10.3 18.7 18.7
Terry Ball 10.5 7.8 18.3 18.3
Colin Perryman 5.0 10.0 2.0 R 1.0 18.0 18.0
Richard Houlgate 8.0 5.0 5.0 18.0 18.0
Jim Walsh 5.6 4.8 6.6 17.0 17.0
Eric Wall 5.0 2.0 0.0 5.0 5.0 17.0 17.0
Stephen Kenny 3.0 3.0 9.9 1.0 16.9 16.9
Richard Peck 3.0 7.6 5.0 15.6 15.6
Sticker Martin 5.0 10.4 15.4 15.4
Charles Knifton 7.5 7.6 15.1 15.1
Harry Butcher 3.0 0.0 0.0 6.8 5.0 14.8 14.8
David Foreshew 10.0 4.0 14.0 14.0
Leslie Newell 9.0 5.0 14.0 14.0
Julian Lack 5.0 4.0 4.0 R 1.0 14.0 14.0
Dick Bolt 6.0 3.0 5.0 14.0 14.0
Ed Nikel 3.0 5.0 1.0 5.0 14.0 14.0
James Smith 1.0 9.3 3.0 13.3 13.3
Michael Chatwin 3.0 6.0 4.0 13.0 13.0
Kevin Barnes 4.0 8.9 12.9 12.9
John Looker 3.0 6.6 3.0 12.6 12.6
Peter Mountain 5.0 6.0 0.0 1.0 12.0 12.0
Murray Montgomery-Smith R 2.0 6.0 3.0 1.0 12.0 12.0
Dave Sargeant 6.0 5.8 11.8 11.8
Brian Partridge 0.0 0.0 1.0 5.8 5.0 11.8 11.8
Philip Bovill 5.0 6.0 11.0 11.0
Tim Foster 8.0 0.0 3.0 11.0 11.0
Mike Workman 3.0 8.0 11.0 11.0
Stuart Highwood 5.0 R 3.0 3.0 11.0 11.0
Reg Salway 6.0 5.0 11.0 11.0
Tony Branson 1.0 7.9 1.0 9.9 9.9
Tony Young 9.8 9.8 9.8



48 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
15th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
29th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
29th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
3rd December Camel Camel Vale Championship (C) 

2010  
8th January Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
24th January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
31st January Exmoor North Devon MC Championship (C/M) 
7th February Cotswold Clouds Stroud MC Championship (C) 
7th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
13th February Northern Fellside Championship (C/M) 
13th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC * 
14th February Launceston Launceston * 
21st February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Championship (M) 
1st March Camel Heights Camel Vale ACTC invite 
6th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
7th March March Hare Falcon MC * 
13th March Hereford VSCC * 
14th March Mechanics Stroud MC * 

2nd April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
4th April President’s Camel Vale * 
17th April Kimber MGCC * 
18th April Scottish VSCC * 
18th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
25th April Bovey Down Windwhistle MC * 
16th May Ilkley Trial Ilkley MC Championship (C/M) 
12th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
2nd October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
9th October Ebworth Stroud MC ACTC invite 
9th October Welsh VSCC * 
17th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead MC Championship (C/M) 
24th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
31st October Tarka North Devon MC Championship (M) 
6th November Lakeland VSCC * 
7th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
14th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
28th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
28th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
5th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

21st March Torbay Torbay MC Championship (C) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 
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