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EDITORIAL 

 
Editor: Mrs Pat Toulmin 
Northbrook            Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands        Jonathan Toulmin 
Heath End         Tel: 01789 731332  
Snitterfield                                        jonathan@toulmin.info      
Stratford on Avon                    
CV37 0PP         
Tel:   01789 731332                    ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
pat@toulmin.info       
 
 
As I write this on Sunday afternoon the temperature has not got above freezing all day 
and I am so glad that I made the decision a few years ago not to do the Exeter anymore! 
This decision was mostly due to fear of the cold, but also I dislike the amount of hanging 
about on this trial, particularly at the Haynes Motor Museum. Somehow there seems to 
be more waiting on the Exeter than the other two long distance trials and also I find it 
very difficult to be sociable and cheery in the middle of the night. Luckily fellow MG 
driver John Reid enjoys his annual passengering for Jonathan and I can concentrate on 
catering for our trials’ visitors from Northumberland. Fortunately the BBC website 
suggests that it might be warmer next weekend….. I hope so for all the competitors, 
officials and in particular the marshals. 
 
As you will read later on Triple Editor, Celia Walton, had a bad accident on the Neil 
Westcott Trial, but fortunately she is now on the mend and it hasn’t put her off trialling. 
Her piece shows the great camaraderie of trials and I’m sure we all wish her well. 
 
Whilst mentioning motorsport accidents I fully endorse Stuart’s comments about 
supporting the air ambulance service. In torrential rain at Anglesley this year (Sprint 
Championship Round) there was a very bad accident when a saloon car aquaplaned 
backwards into the armco and the driver was badly hurt. Fortunately the air ambulance 
got him quickly to hospital and he is also planning his return to competing. 
 
For this issue an old problem has unfortunately reared its head again—a shortage of 
photographs and I have had to use some from earlier in the year or cover trials I have no 
reports for. I thought about leaving blank pages or having a mostly text only issue, but 
thought you wouldn’t like that. Once again it shows the error of depending on one 
photographer (Dave Cook at present), which is one of the reasons why I have always 
tried to include as many different photographers as possible. It is difficult for competitors 
to take photos, but I think clubs should consider having an ‘official’ photographer, just 
needs to be a friend of one of the competitors. Also it would be helpful if marshals could 
keep an eye open for enthusiastic photographers on the day and give them the club 
details or my email address. Any donations of photographs are very welcome and if I 
have too many I can publish them on the website. 
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I n my column of October I commented 
on the discussion that followed the 
fitment of a Duratec engine to Dick 
Bolt’s car. At the time the 

correspondents seemed to suggest that 
this was “the end of life as we know it”. As 
I scroll through the final tables as part of 
my preparation for this version, I note with 
amusement that at the end of the year, 
Dick scored better in the early part of the 
year than he did after the transplant. 

This time of year my life seems to be 
dominated as usual, not by the festive 
delights that no doubt most of you have 
been enjoying, but by the organisation of 
the Clee Hills Trial. An exclusive group 
spent a couple of the days between 
Christmas and the new year shaking down 
the mince pies by clearing sections ready 
for your fun.  

Our regular clearing of Harley Bank and 
Easthope Woods was supplemented by 
major works to provide a new version of 
the Strefford Wood section that nearly 
completely defeated the class 8 
contingent last January. The new section 
reflects one of the more frustrating parts of 
organisation. I think it’s a great section, 
and will be a challenge to all. Hopefully a 
picture elsewhere in this tome will show 
you what’s there.  

The problem however is how to deal with 
failures. The flow of forest tracks do not 
naturally lend themselves to an in-and-out 
system, and to have cars returning the 
same way along a track not wide enough 
for two way traffic suggests a build up of 
delay that many would find intolerable. At 
the moment I’ve no idea how I’ll solve the  

 

problem, you just have to join us in 
Shropshire to find out. Those of you who 
are fans of the “Allez ‘Oop” section 
should make sure you enjoy this year’s 
attempt as it will probably be the last, as 
the landowner is asking for an 
unacceptably high pay rise.  

Although the beginning of June may seem 
a long way away you should be putting the 
ACTC Thirtieth Birthday dinner in your 
diaries. Join us in Culompton on the 13th 
June for an evening of celebration. 

I suppose I should be congratulating the 
winners of our championships, but with 
Adrian Dommett taking the Wheelspin 
Trophy for the fifth time, and Dave 
Haizelden taking the Crackington Cup for 
the fourth time, its just seems to be 
business as usual. Interestingly, Adrian is 
the only person to have lifted the 
Wheelspin Trophy more than once, but 
both Ian Davis and Mike Chatwin’s cars 
have each won it twice in different hands. 

There are still one or two calendars left, 
which can be extracted from Pat Toulmin 
for the discount price of £7.50 inc. P&P. 
Call her now to grab the last one. 
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I t’s midwinter and we are well into the 
trials season. As I write this, I am 
looking at the frozen ground outside 
my window and with anticipation to the 

Exeter Trial next weekend. Being an open 
car driver I much prefer cold frosty 
weather to wet weather, I can generally 
manage to keep warm but not always dry. 
Let’s hope that just a week after the 
Exeter the Clee Hills will also be dry and 
frosty with some of those fantastic views 
from the top of the Long Mynd.  
 
The issue of electronic event regulations 
and results appears to be working very 
well and is certainly saving a few trees 
and postage stamps. Just one plea, could 
the secretary of the trial ensure that the 
name and address of where to send 
entries is included on the entry form and 
not just in the body of the regulations. The 
cunning way that Chris Phillips sends out 
the electronic regulations means that you 
only have to print out the entry form, if 
there is no entry taker details on the entry 
form you then have to go back to the 
email and open up the regulations bit to 
find where to send the entry. I always find 
that I have shut down my computer and 
have to restart it again to find the address. 
 
Now a little bit on what I call trialing 
etiquette. All trials organisers want their 
event to keep moving with no hold ups. 
There is inevitably time lost after a hill as 
competitors stop to inflate their tyres. 
What is very annoying is to find a single 
car, or in many cases, a small gaggle of 

cars all stopped on the exit road, 
completely blocking it, as they inflate tyres 
and have a chat about how they 
performed on the hill. Please do not stop 
to pump up until you can find a place to 
pull over and allow other competitors to 
pass. Remember, not all cars need to 
pump up after each hill, especially if there 
are minimum tyre pressure restrictions, 
some competitors like to drive out of a 
muddy track to find a place on hard 
standing to pump up. So before you stop, 
think, can other cars get past.  
 
As people who have competed on the 
Kyrle Trial in the past know, we have been 
trying to insist on competition numbers, 
particularly the front number being 
mounted in an upright position. A number 
stuck on the inside of a saloon car 
windscreen is NOT in an upright position. 
The standing supplementary regulations 
of the MCC already require this. You ask 
why? As an organiser of a trial that 
regularly runs in sunny weather it is 
sometime impossible for marshals to read 
the number on the inside of a sloping 
windscreen. So please help the marshals 
to help you by making up a little holder for 
your competition number and fit one to the 
front and preferably to the back of your 
car. If you need inspiration on what to 
make just take a look at pretty much any 
class 2, 5, 7 or 8 car, remember 99% of 
trials all use the same size numbers. 
 
Since I wrote my last Sect’s Spin I have 
been Clerk of the Course on the Pete Fear 
Pinford Sporting Trial. This event is a 
round of the MSA and BTRDA 
championship. It is a major problem trying 
to stop these latest high tech cars 
cleaning every hill. However good old tyre 
pressures still help, or hinder, depending 
upon if you are a driver or organiser! We 
had a beautiful sunny October day for our 
trial and things were running very well. 
Unfortunately a very experienced 
competitor managed to roll his car, not on 
a section I hasten to add. The passenger 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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received a very nasty cut and bang on the 
head such that I called an ambulance and 
as we were ‘off road’ the local air 
ambulance was dispatched together with 
a road ambulance. As it happened the air 
ambulance was not required as the 
passenger became walking wounded 
once the paramedics had treated him. The 
point of this story, most air ambulances 
are funded by voluntary donations so 
please give generously to them, you never 
know when you might need them. 

 
I look forward to meeting lots of you at the 
May 10th Council Meeting, held as usual at 
The Major’s Retreat, Tormarton. 
 

Stuart Harrold    

Stump clearing on 
Strefford Wood 2 
 
 
 
 
 
Ann & Paul Fairbanks, 
Barbara Selkirk and 
Tom Eyre 

 
 
 
 
 
Photos by Simon 
Woodall 
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The Richard Egger Insurance ASWMC Classic Reliability Trials 
Championship 

 
The Association of South West Motor Clubs organises its own Classic Reliability Trials 
Championship (and is probably the only Regional Association to do so). It takes place 
over 13 rounds, 11 of which are ACTC Championship events, the remaining two being 
ACTC invitational events. 
 
In order for you to join the Championship you simply have to be a member of an 
ASWMC member club. As a guide all of the event organisers are ASWMC member 
clubs as is the MCC, but there are over 80 member clubs which should cater for most of 
you! The cost is a mere £10. 
 
The championship scoring system is predominantly on the basis of your class 
performances (7pts for 1st – or 6pts if there are fewer than 3 starters in the class – then 
5, 4, 3, 2, 1 for 2nd – 6th) plus each starter in an event gets 1 point and a further point for 
each finisher. A table containing each competitor’s score is used to determine an overall 
winner. The number of awards available depends on how many competitors register in 
the Championship.  
 
This is the 2009 Championship calendar: 
 
 18.01.09  Midland AC   Clee Hills 
 25.01.09  N Devon MC   Exmoor 
 01.02.09  Stroud MC   Cotswold Clouds 
 22.02.09  Holsworthy MC  Chairmans 
 29.04.09  Ross & DMSL   Kyrle 
 20.09.09  Holsworthy MC  Taw & Torridge  
 10.10.09  Stroud MC   Ebworth 
 18.10.09  Minehead MC   Exmoor Clouds 
 25.10.09  Launceston & NC MC Tamar 
 01.11.09  N Devon MC   Tarka 
 15.11.09  Woolbridge MC  Hardy 
 29.11.09  Bristol MC   Allen 
 06.12.09  Camel Vale MC  Camel Classic 
 
You can see from this, if your primary aim (as it is, I am sure) is following the ACTC 
Championship then, with 8 rounds to count, you will essentially, be able to “piggy back” 
an ASWMC campaign on top of your existing ACTC commitments.  
 
It would seem a shame, for the sake of £10, to turn down the opportunity wouldn’t it? So 
simply complete the registration form, which is included in this issue of “Restart” and 
send it back to the address shown on it, with your registration fee. 
 
You’ll receive back a registration card and a copy of the ASWMC Yearbook. 
 
The Championship Co-ordinator, Peter Gibbons, will provide you with regular updates 
by e-mail, as the season progresses. These can go to an email address at home, work 
your son, your daughter, father, mother or anyone else in regular contact that has an 
email address we can send these to. Just include an address on the registration form.  
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Exmoor Clouds 2008   
by Stephen Bailey 

 

S tart Ralegh Cross Inn 8.06. Yoshi 
and Sarah first away on the 
outfit. Then the teams of Al 
Lidgate & John Webb, Mike 

Maddocks & Julia Browne, Geoff Westcott 
& Ray Waterman then me on the MAC. 
 
Three hundred yards down the road stop 
for a couple of minutes for a herd of cows, 
then on to section 1, Middleton the mud 
was very deep on the first bit causing 
trouble for the sidecars. Numbers 7 & 8 
were already treating it like a race and 
overtaking me in the queue, as in their 
norm.  
 
Then once extracting myself out of the 
section and the long escape road, off to 
turn left at a crossroads, except 6 miles on 
I realise I should have turned right. The 
cars of Tim Wellock 29 and Leslie Newell 
34 letting me past at the place of the 
deepest puddles, err thanks guys.... Don't 
know where the other cars got to, guess 
they were lost as well. Then Buster arrived 
with a couple of first timers, who also had 
taken a wrong turn somewhere. 
 
Kings 1 was the usual through a small 
stream then up round some tape, however 
I managed to come to a stop rather lower 
than expected and returned. On to Kings 2 
where Buster had cleaned the section and 
I got the Velo to the 2-marker before 
loosing traction. 
 
Ski Slope (well named) was a place where 
everyone else watched everyone else, it 
was not as slippery as last time and not as 
chalk white as last year, though still 
caused a few problems on the restart and 
some hairy moments for some coming 
down. 
 
Can’t remember Middlecombe (I think I 
managed a clean here). Then it was 
Lena's with a right deviation up a foot high 

bank, Yoshi and Sarah having 3 attempts 
to get out the top. 
 
Then Hindon. Same farm as the MCC 
Lands End Trial, but a different section, off 
to the left up a field over some ''bumpy'' 
grass. Then to exit over two more fields 
with some rather surreal orange pointy 
markers on sticks to direct the way 
through the sheep. By this time I was 
getting rather knackered as the tracks into 
and out of the sections were as good (or 
bad) as the sections themselves. I can’t 
remember it being like this last year. 
 
Then through Minehead to Aville Section 
8, and a restart. Where I met competitor 
Christopher Bush on a GasGas, who lent 
me a towrope on last year’s trial, as the 
teeth stripped of the magneto drive. 
(Thanks and also to Geoff for towing me 
back to the finish) Number 14, Dave 
Mason on a Honda taking a dive here and 
breaking a front brake lever... later 
repaired by a cast of thousands, err.... well 
a good five other competitors. Well done, 
chaps & chapesses. 
 
I was now laughing rather uncontrollably 
into the cassette recorder, as the sections 
or approaches got worse and more 
exhausting to battle with. 
 
Perly Lane up between some houses 
resembled a rough track between some 
ten-foot high banks. I stuffed the bike into 
the bank trying to avoid a chasm about 
three quarters of the way up, and 
struggled to get the bike facing the right 
way some marshals appeared on top of 
the bank and ''Helped'' by shouting ‘’Can 
you get the bike to one side as there is 
another competitor coming up’’. Thanks a 
lot. It was Christopher who kindly stopped 
at the top of the section to see if he could 
help, however I managed to get the bike 
over the foot high rock steps and up the 
rest of the staircase.... errr... lane. 
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Then on to Tarr Cott, The grass track 
disintegrated into large ruts, where at the 
five marker just before the restart, I threw 
the bike up a tree. Returned to start 
slowly. I do not like going down sections 
however to try and continue up was not an 
option. 
 
Section 11 Leigh. Approached by what 
resembled several long steep severe 
sections strung together. Thinks after 
getting to the start the section its self 
couldn't be any worse...? Wrong..... Down 
a waterfall???? Then up a slimy grass 
bank. This section would not be out of 
place on a single site bike trial..., for 
experts.... No escape road so got help 
pushing the bike from two marshals out 
virtually from the base of the bank all the 
way up. By now I was beyond any care in 
my recording of events. 
 
Eastern Woods Section 12 ......... Ha... 
(Lost interest by now....) Down what 
seemed like four hundred miles of track. 
Must be near the centre of the earth by 
now surely? The section itself was a long 
straight climb, however I hit a boulder at 
the two marker, and bounced off into the 
undergrowth. Struggled to push the bike 

out the remaining thirty yards, helped by 
another two competitors. 
 
Then through the woods.. (Mmmm this 
track looks too familiar) (Oh no I'm back 
on track for a second go at section 12 
again) Finally found a track that lead out 
onto Hook Hill.  Final section and joined a 
queue. Some solos that had got in front of 
the sidecars were coming back then the 
outfits (All) were seen to stop just around 
the first right hand corner. 
 
Apparently there were ruts in the track that 
made them run out of ground clearance all 
of a sudden. Sarah was seen yet again to 
fly over the front of the chair. (Bruises). 
(Big ones). (All joined together). My turn. I 
tried to ride round the outside of the bend, 
along the ledge formed by the bank and 
the left hand rut. Ran out of ledge, bike 
and me plummeting earthwards 
unfortunately Me first, Bike lands on leg, 
.rut too deep to push bike off leg, 
marshals run to assist..... Well done 
chaps. Only a small bruise and a bit of 
skin missing that would probably heal 
before the new year.....Then on to the 
finish, Class win, Yeah.OK there was only 
me in class A. Mmmmm Probably the 
toughest trial entered yet........  

 

ACTC have produced a club calendar for 2009 
 

A different scenic photograph for each month 
 

Complete with the dates of all ACTC trials 
 

A4 spiral bound 
 

Only £7.50 inc postage 
 

Please send orders to Mrs Pat Toulmin, Northbrook, 4, Briery Lands,  
Heath End, Snitterfield, Stratford on Avon, CV37 0PP 

 
Please make cheques payable to The Association of Classic Trials Clubs 
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The 2008 Exmoor Clouds Trial  
by Nick Farmer 

 

S hortly after giving up trialling for a 
while, Dave Dyer said to me “if 
you ever need a passenger Nick 
give me a ring, I’d love to come 

along”, so when a passenger was required 
for the Exmoor Clouds I decided to call his 
bluff, he agreed to come but at the time 
thought I was still driving the BMW with a 
nice heater! Never mind I’m sure he’s got 
a decent jacket from his motorcycle days, 
which will keep him warm. We arrived at 
Raleghs Cross at about 7.30 for a 
leisurely signing on, scrutineering and a 
bacon roll accompanied by a nice strong 
coffee. We were starting at 8.37 so lined 
up 10 minutes before and were waved off 
by Dick Hutchings. 
 
The first section was MIDDLETON and we 
got there to find the last of the bikes there, 
so we dropped the tyres down a little and 
wander down to see what it’s like, once 
the cars were going it became clear that it 
was very wet and some ruts were 
appearing so we didn’t want to go too soft 
on the tyres as we had a class 8 only 
restart, we watched several fail and then it 
was our turn, didn’t do anything much 
different to anyone else really but with a 
bit of a struggle managed to go clear, well 
chuffed as the results showed we were 
the only ones to get off the restart, this 
means things can only get worse! There 
were very good climbs for the girls in class 
4 here (no not you Giles) well done to 
Emma and Nicola who both cleaned the 
section. 
 
The next section was KINGS 1 with a 
restart for 6,7 & 8,starting off through a 
stream then weaving through the trees to 
the restart, somehow managed to get off 
the restart but was very short lived for a 6 
which was lucky to say the least. 
 
Along the track we arrived at KINGS 2, a 
short section with some fairly deep mud 

near the end, we seemed to struggle to a 
1 which I was pleased with, until along 
came Bart in the Troll and drove 
effortlessly through the section ends board 
for a very good clean, Gary Browning 1 
and Dave Haizelden 2 were also very 
good climbs here. 
 
Now a little drive to SKI SLOPE, I wasn’t 
really looking forward to this as last year it 
claimed my diff, I decided to drop the tyres 
and try and pick my way up the section, 
which was completely the wrong idea as I 
drove like a granny and dropped 7 in front 
of some friends who were watching, Oh 
bugger! Tubby was the only car in class 7 
to clear the section and Nicola did likewise 
in class 4. 
 
Off now to MIDDLECOMBE woods just 
outside Minehead, a long section with 
some dips like a mini roller coaster, again 
with a restart for 7 & 8, these dips 
unfortunately saw the end of James 
Shallcross in the 205 with diff failure. 
There weren’t too many other problems on 
this hill. 
 
Follow the arrows through the woods and 
we end up at LENA’S, a long steep 
section with a deviation off the main track 
and restart for class 8, Dick Bolt was the 
only clean in class 3 with the Duratec 
powered Escort, and Mike Collins was still 
hanging on to Dave’s shirt tail in class 1 
equalling his 4. 
 
A few hundred yards (or is it metres 
nowadays?) across the road was 
HINDON, a long grassy section with a 
restart for class 8. Dave H was the only 
class 1 car out the top to give himself a 
little breathing space, but Nicola, and Matt 
Facey gave themselves some work to do 
by dropping 6 & 11 respectively. At the top 
Dave and I swapped wheels from side to 
side as the valves were turning and set off 
across the fields to the next section, Dave 
decided to have a coffee whilst crossing 
the fields which looked very nice down the 
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Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 

Air bottle repairs & refills 
Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 

Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 
 

If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 

 
4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 

Junction 10, M5 
Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

 

A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN    ULTRABURN UNIT  NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 
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front of his jacket, sorry Dave but it was 
rather bumpy! 
 
Next on the agenda was AVILLE with a 
restart for 6, 7 & 8, all class 7s dropped 3 
here at the restart and very surprisingly 
Bart also dropped a 3. Tim Hellings 
dropped a big 10 and fell back from the 
leading class 4s and there were good 
climbs from the pre-war cars of Adrian 
Dommett and Bill Bennett in class 2. This 
hill claimed the gearbox of Mike’s Golf, 
which was very unfortunate as I was 
supposed to be borrowing the car the 
following week for the Tamar Trial. As it 
happens thanks to Dave H and Paul 
Allaway I used Paul’s Astra, thanks very 
much both of you.  
 
The next section PERELY LANE was the 
roughest in the trial and in my opinion 
should either be left out next year or at 
least repaired considerably. It spelt the 
end of Nick Cleal in the 205 with 
driveshaft failure and Tim Hellings in the 
Beetle with a broken steering box 
mounting. Both cars were left there and 
recovered the next day, Charlie Shopland 
had a major hand in the retrieving of Tim’s 
Beetle, thanks Charlie. There were also 
many tales of punctures and panel 
damage at the finish. Alan Selwood was 
getting to grips with how the BMW is used 
to being driven, as the video on You Tube 
shows him throwing it at the section to 
great effect. 
 
A short drive through a couple fields and 
we arrive at Maddocks special test, no 
problems here but we achieved a time 
here fast enough to suggest a problem 
with the stopwatch! 
 
TARR COTT was next which is a very 
long rutted section and very greasy near 
the top, with a restart for 6, 7 & 8,only half 
a dozen cars clean here, the class 8s of 
Bart, Tim Whellock in the Fugitive, Bryn 
Corfield in the Shopland and Simon 
Woodall in the VW Buggy, two very good 

clears here from Nicola in the Beetle and 
Adrian in the Wolseley Hornet. 
 
The next section just outside of 
Luxborough was LEIGH, kept in the trial 
for 6, 7 & 8, was a downhill start through a 
stream to a soft boggy area and then 
winched out the top, apart from a 9 for 
Gary Price in the Jago, everyone scored 
3s and 4s until the winch packed up then 
some were given a nominal score of 3, 
bummer seeing as I got 4 . 
 
EASTERN WOOD was up now and a long 
drive down into the woods was taken very 
carefully, as the day before saw the 
course opening Range Rover of Brian 
Shore and Neal Vile get crossed up in the 
tracks and ended up on its roof, good job 
Brian has several other Land Rovers to 
choose from. The section itself wasn’t too 
bad if you could get going, as Alan and 
family found out in the BMW dropping 11, 
maybe too much right foot or put the wife 
on a pie diet! Charlie Shopland 
uncharacteristically dropped a 3 here but 
was keeping tyre pressures up a bit as he 
was running out of spares. 
 
The final section was HOOK HILL, a steep 
slope to a right hander, followed by very 
deep ruts and a restart for classes 6, 7 & 
8. We were going great guns until we fell 
in a hole the size of Porlock and stopped 
instantly. Very good climbs here were 
Adrian Dommett, Nicola, Matt Facey and 
the top 3 in class 7 of Tubs (Imp), Harvey 
Waters (Ford Pop) and Sticker Martin in 
Arnie’s Melos. The only 2 clears in class 8 
were Bryn and Bart. 
 
Well done to the main award winners 
which were Ad Dommett 1st overall in the 
class 2 Wolseley, and there were class 
wins for Dave Haizelden (1) , Bill Bennett 
(2) , Dick Bolt (3), Nicola Wainwright (4), 
Colin Biles(5), Matt Facey (6), Tristan 
White  (7) and Paul Bartleman (8). Best 
Minehead went to Bryn Corfield. 
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All in all a cracking day and a very good 
event, thanks to the marshals and 
organisers especially Dick Hutchings who 
puts in a phenomenal amount of work for 

our pleasure. Thanks also to Dave for a 
good day’s sport. Looking forward to next 
year already! 

The 37th Exmoor Clouds Trial 
by Jonathan Elliott 

 

M y day out on Exmoor began 
with the alarm going off just 
after 5.30am and by 6.00 I had 
picked up Rory, my passenger 

and navigator for the day. We headed 
west along the A303 and took on a full 
tank of petrol in Taunton arriving at 
Raleighs Cross a bit behind time. There 
was no queue for scruntneering as we 
were the last car! John, June and their 
grandson were their usual friendly and 
efficient selves, they signed our card and 
with a few good mornings to other 
competitors we signed on. Ten or so 
minutes later we were off to the first 
section Middleton.  
 
This was only a couple of miles from the 
start, reached down a forestry track. The 
section starts on the flat, fords a small 
stream and then goes into a hairpin left. 
We arrived to watch Emma Robillard and 
Nicola Wainwright in their VW Beetles 
make good climbs and both were 
rewarded with no marks dropped on this 
section. The rest of the car classes were 
not so lucky, only 9 cars going clean. We, 
like a majority of the cars had to reverse 
out which was fun and not helped by a 
spectator vehicle being parked in such a 
way that an easy 3 point turn grew into 
something approaching a 6 or 7 point turn. 
We pumped are tyres up and headed off 
to Kings 1 and 2.  
 
This was a drive of 10-15 minutes, 
passing across the dam at Brompton 
Regis lake and taking us into woodland. At 
Kings 1 you started pointing downhill 
crossed a stream where ground clearance 
was important otherwise further forward 

progress would be halted. Once over this 
hump the section continued up through 
the pines, dodging between trees and 
watching out for axle breaking tree 
stumps, the par score here seemed to be 
7. The next section, Kings 2 was in the 
same woods. This is an off camber steep 
climb. Half way up around the 6 marker is 
a large Oak tree who’s roots reach across 
the track, I only know this because this is 
where we came to rest. Whilst we waited 
for our turn we watched Dave Haizelden 
make a good climb to get to the 2 marker.  
 
Ski Slope was next. We set off on the 6 or 
7 mile journey and soon caught up with an 
Austin 7 special. Whilst following him we 
became aware of the unique handling 
qualities of this car, which led to the car 
implanting itself fairly deeply in a hedge. 
We stopped and offered assistance and 
with the help of the two following Escort 
drivers extracted the 7 from the hedge. 
Both driver and passenger were OK. but 
the car’s front end was badly damaged.  
 
We left car and crew awaiting recovery 
and headed off to Ski Slope. This hill is 
very steep, straight and rutted. The mode 
of attack seems to be build up the revs, 
drop the clutch and see how far you can 
get. We, like the rest of class 4, got a 7. 
Notable climbs on the hill came from Bill 
and Liz Bennett in their pre war J2 MG 
and again from Nicola Wainwright who 
was the only class 4 to clean the hill.  
 
There was now a long drive between Ski 
Slope and the next hills, Middlecombe and 
Lena‘s, which are located in woodland just 
off the A39 near Minehead. The first hill, 
Middlecombe, starts with a left hand bend 
and then heads upwards. It’s a fairly long 
hill, wet under the trees but with plenty of 
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grip. We a had short wait here whilst the 
205 GTi of James Shallcross was 
recovered, his trial coming to an end when 
he broke the diff of his car.  
 
Further through the wood was Lena’s, 
where there was a longish queue. This 
was because failures had to reverse down 
to the start where a run at the hill and the 
bypass of the deviation meant that you 
could exit at the top. The section itself was 
a steep climb up a recently smoothed out 
forest track following a long left hand 
bend. The sting in the tail was the 
aforementioned deviation. To get through 
this you had to leave the track, drive round 
a tree and then back onto the track. We 
spun to a halt at the 5 marker, the only 
class 4 car to clean the section was Dick 
Bolt in his Escort. After reversing down 
and having a run and missing out the 
deviation we saw the top of the section.   
 
We left the woods and crossed the A39 
and made our way to section 7, Hindon. 
This section is on grass following a fence 
line up a field. It’s a section that looks 
easy and then you spin to a halt at the 6 
marker. Which is what we did. In our 
class, class 4, the two Escorts of Dick Bolt 
and Ken Wagstaff both went clean. The 
two BMWs, myself and Alan Selwood and 
family in the other scored 6 and 7 
respectively. The exit from this section is 
across fields, climbing steeply to the top 
where you are rewarded with fine views 
across Exmoor to the south and the Bristol 
Channel and South Wales to the north. 
Not a bad place to blow up your tyres.  
 
The height gained is very quickly lost with 
the descent down into Minehead. 
Minehead was still busy with tourists and 
Sunday day trippers and there was the 
odd bemused expression as our small 
convoy of muddy cars made it’s way 
through the crowds. A few more eyebrows 
were raised when we drove through 
Dunster, the exhaust notes echoing nicely 
round the buildings. 

From Dunster the next section is Aville. 
This is a rocky climb under trees. We 
caught up with Alan Selwood here and 
watched him tackle the climb. I don’t know 
what the top of the hill looks like as we’ve 
never made it that far, spinning to halt at 
around the 10 marker. We reversed down 
the section to re-inflate our tyres and 
watched the Golf of Mike Collins have a 
go. Unfortunately for him this was his last 
hill as he lost first gear here and retired.  
 
The next hill was Perely Lane which was 
some miles away. More miles were added 
when the route book’s rather vague details 
led us down the odd wrong turn. We 
arrived at the holding control for Perely 
Lane and had a long chat with Alan 
Selwood and his two young sons, who 
where out bouncing for their Dad for the 
first time and loving every minute of it too!  
 
We were sent up to the start of the hill in 
threes, the start line for the hill is just 
passed a farm and first away in our trio 
was the red BMW of Alan Selwood. He 
romped away from the line banging and 
crashing his way to the top. The hill itself 
is not that steep but is deeply rutted and 
narrow with high banked hedges most of 
the way up. We pulled away from the line 
and crashed and banged our way to the 
top, passing a stricken Marlin in a gateway 
halfway up.  
 
We cleaned the section with what felt like 
two flat back tyres, on closer inspection it 
was just the nearside rear that had taken 
a bit of a beating. A gateway just up the 
track gave us somewhere to change the 
wheel and a good view down the track to 
watch Tim and Andy Hellings in their 
Beetle come up next. We heard them 
before we saw them and they were going 
very well but suddenly came to an abrupt 
halt with the two front wheels pointing in 
different directions.  
 
A marshal’s Land Rover pulled the 
damaged VW off the track and into a field. 
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On closer inspection the front suspension 
as well as the steering seemed to have 
failed and with offers of assistance turned 
down we carried on way. Next up was 
Maddocks special test. We did this slowly 
and without drama.  
 
Returning to the road we headed off 
towards section 10, Tarrcott. The 
vagueness of the route book returned to 
haunt us and we ended up in the village of 
Roadwater before we realised we had 

gone wrong, retracing our steps we got 
back on the correct route and made our 
way to Tarrcott. We arrived to find a long 
queue and an even longer wait. We 
waited for half an hour with very little 
movement so I decided what with time 
getting on and a 2 month old baby boy at 
home to call it a day. It had been a good 
day out, the weather dry, the people 
friendly and the sections hard but 
enjoyable. 
 

The 2008 Tamar Trial  
by Andy Petherick 

 

T his is the fourth year I’ve entered 
the Tamar trial and each time I’ve 
enjoyed it. We had a new start 
venue this year, the Pie Stop at 

Plusha, where we enjoyed a good 
breakfast and had time to catch up with 
some friends before scrutineering and 
signing on. It always amazes me how 
quickly the time goes before the start of a 
trial, luckily I’ve got Anita to stop me from 
spending too much time talking and 
missing the start.  
 
This year I had our middle daughter 
Yasmin in the chair. This was Yasmin’s 
first event and she was a little 
apprehensive, mainly about following the 
route; so we decided as a backup I would 
load the route onto the GPS unit that I use 
for trail riding, just in case things went a bit 
pear shaped on the day. I’d also arranged 
to travel with Mike Maddocks and Julia 
Browne, and also Keith and Julia Aldridge. 
It was also Julia Aldridge’s first trial so we 
followed in number order with Julia 
Browne taking on route reading duties.  
 
At the start we were told that the route to 
the first section was changed so this 
meant the GPS would be of little use until 
after the first section. Just before the start 
the rain started and this was the beginning 

of our problems, Yasmin wears glasses 
and with the visor on her helmet steaming 
up and a soggy piece of paper in her hand 
we set off keeping Mike and Julia firmly in 
our sights to:- 
 
Section 1, School Lane, Unfortunately 
near the top of the sections we were 
stopped by a marshal and could see Mike 
and Julia’s outfit being pulled out of a 
bank, it had made a bit of a mess of the 
right hand controls so we waited at the top 
while Mike tried to repair the outfit, after a 
couple of minutes we were off to:- 
 
Section 2, Wild Boar Lane, After a bit of 
a wait Mike and Julia set off up the section 
then shortly after hitting third gear he 
clipped the hedge on the left and tipped 
over in quite spectacular fashion, perhaps 
enduros aren’t the best training ground for 
classic trials after all. Neither Mike nor 
Julia were badly hurt but decided to call it 
a day and retired. We carried on with 
Keith and Julia looking out for Guanacos 
to:- 
 
Section 3, Water Main Lane, This was a 
fairly straightforward section with our only 
restart of the day, which we managed OK. 
 
The rain was still coming and we were all 
finding visibility a bit of a problem. I was 
the only one not wearing glasses but as 
my arms seem to be getting shorter in 
inverse proportion to my age we were all 
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having problems with route reading; still at 
least we had the GPS, which was a great 
help. 
 
Section 4, Barretts Mill, This was, I think, 
my favourite section of the day, a nice 
long section with enough going on to 
make it interesting. 
 
Section 5, Chillaton, Just caught sight of 
Anita taking pictures on the way up, didn’t 
get chance to wave though. She often tells 
me off for waving to friends on sections - I 
should be concentrating on my riding 
apparently. 
 
Section 6, Angel Steps, First failure of 
the day, we just didn’t carry enough speed 
to get over the last bit of the steps, a 
couple of spectators gave us push and we 
continued on up the hill to Marystowe 
Church Hall for some very welcome fruit 
cake and cup of tea. Yasmin is asking 
how many points we lost on Angel Steps, I 
can’t quite remember but it seems I may 
have unearthed a hitherto hidden 
competitive streak, must get it from Anita!  
 
Had a chat with Graham Makepeace and 
Yoshi, it seems we’re not the only ones 
having problems reading the route in the 
rain. Yoshi seems to have taken a gaggle 
of riders under his wing who he now calls 
his ducklings, did I mention it had been 
raining? Decide the problem with 
waterproof gloves is they don’t let the 
water out! 
 
Section 7, Eastcottdown, Fairly straight 
forward in the woods and onto:- 
 
Special Test 1 Eastcott, Which I rode 
steadily, don’t think we’ll be setting any 
records here, a nice ride through the 
woods to:- 
 
Section 8, Lew Woods, Quite a 
challenging section for us and we got 
caught at the end of the section by some 
cunning marking, we popped over the 

edge and onto the track, saw the marker 
pointing right and turned right, missing the 
last marker, doh! Yasmin is distinctly 
unimpressed by this, but is given the 
chance to vent some of her frustration by 
helping me push Keith and Julia out of the 
section when they get stuck. 
 
Section 9, Lee Quarry, Another failure, 
we nearly made it but just couldn’t quite 
find the grip we needed on the grassy 
slope, a bit of push from the marshal had 
us on our way to:- 
 
Section 10, Park Impossible, I’ve never 
made it to the top of this section and I 
thought we had it the bag when near the 
top the outfit slid over onto its side leaving 
Yasmin sat on the sidecar three foot in the 
air. She was obviously in the right place 
so it must have been driver error, most 
unusual in any sidecar team in my 
experience! She coolly jumped down and 
laughed, a couple of spectators pushed us 
out of the section, we’d got that far I was 
determined we would finish the section. 
Anita was near the middle of the section 
with some friends and missed all the fun 
we had at the top.  
 
We gave Anita and Anna a lift on the outfit 
whilst Tony cadged a lift with Keith and 
Julia back to the car; they’re on their way 
to watch at Crackington. Just up the road 
we come across Tom Beckerleg with an 
HT lead in his hand, we stop to see if we 
can help, Keith comes up with some long 
nose pliers and some tape unfortunately 
this doesn’t help, some of his buddies 
come back to look for him so we press on 
to:- 
 
Section 11, Sallerton, I remember 
watching a load of solos here last year 
having real problems getting back down 
the section so I’m not holding any real 
hopes here, the start marshal tells me 
most of the outfits aren’t even making it to 
the hill proper so we’re quite pleased to 
get the front wheel on the bottom of the 
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hill pointing in the right direction, 
unfortunately I put too much weight on the 
bike to try and get some grip and promptly 
landed on my backside. Yasmin is now 
getting quite used to climbing down from 
the sidecar so we have a bit of laugh with 
some spectators and head off to:- 
 
Section 12 Zig Zag, This has been a bête 
noir for me and this year I’m determined to 
string it altogether and clean the section, I 
manage not to stick it in the hedge on the 
first corner (year 1) we make it round the 
second corner without tipping over (year 
2) or run out of space on the second 
corner (year 3) and on up the final 
straight, YES WE MADE IT!!!, we 
celebrate with a Mars bar and a drink 
whilst we wait for Keith and Julia to make 
their way up the section. 
 
Special Test 2, Scarsick, Buoyed up with 
our success at Zig Zag I give it a bit of 
stick from line B and much to my surprise 
managed to get the front wheel in the air, 
didn’t know the old girl had it in her, 
Yasmin remains unfazed and gives me a 
‘you’re a daft old man’ look. 
 
Section 13, Crackington, Much easier 
than after you’ve ridden all night on the 
Lands End. I catch sight of Anita with 

Tony and Anna half way up and manage 
to give them a good wave before it got too 
rough nearer the top. 
 
Section 14, New Langleys, Almost made 
it to the top but just ran out of grip right 
near the top and three or four strong 
blokes pushed us out. 
 
Section 15, Trevilla, A really enjoyable 
last section, which we managed to clean, 
almost like a one day section, we only had 
15 minutes to get back to the finish so we 
press on without Keith and Julia. We didn’t 
see any markers so we spent quite a while 
trying to find our way out to the road, 
judging by the tyre tracks around the field 
we weren’t alone. 
 
Back to the finish and signing off, had a 
quick pint and a chat. Yasmin really 
enjoyed the trial and would like to do 
another, but did say she was glad not to 
have school the next day. Keith and Julia 
rode really well together and I think she’ll 
be up for some more trialling. They say 
with a sidecar passenger you should 
either marry ‘em or breed ‘em! 
 
We’d like to thank everyone for a really 
enjoyable trial; we’ll see you at the top of 
Park Impossible next year!! 

Launceston and North Cornwall 
M.C. Tamar Trial, 26th Oct. 
2008 

by Brian Alexander 
 

A fter many years striving to make 
my beloved Fiat 850 more 
effective in the face of the 
awesomely powerful Beetles in 

class 4. I finally ran out of enthusiasm 
after the 2008 MCC Lands End. After 
struggling all night with a mysteriously 
recalcitrant engine and massive oil leaks 
from the rear main, I received a timely 
offer for the car the very next day which at 

the time seemed the best solution to all 
my problems! 
 
Now seeking a cheap but robust trials car 
with reliability and good spares availability 
as a priority the Suzuki X90 seemed a 
good way to go. Reluctant as I was to 
abandon the splendid little 850, I feel that 
the ever more challenging trials sections 
were probably no longer an appropriate 
activity for it in view of increasing rarity 
and the difficulty in finding genuine 
spares. 
 
Thus faced with a completely different 
challenge, the Suzuki’s first outings 
revealed a ridiculously forward weight 
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distribution for a rear wheel drive car, 
resulting in minimal traction, and 
surprisingly no more ground clearance 
than I had achieved with the 850. 
However the newfound reliability was a 
huge plus, and grip was appreciably 
improved with higher profile tyres and 
copious amounts of ballast. Moreover, the 
unprecedented experience of romping up 
Bamford Clough in the Edinburgh with 
power to spare went a long way to 
restoring faith in the car’s potential.  
 
The Tamar was to be the first West 
Country outing for the car, and L.& NC 
MC. had this year secured the highly 
intriguing Dingles Steam Village, near 
Lifton, as the start venue. Torrential rain 
and low cloud on the way to the start 
promised challenging conditions, and an 
excellent entry of 29 bikes (including John 
Turner’s 150cc Lambretta scooter!) and 
49 cars provided some interesting 
competition. The Class 5 entry was 
unusually strong varying from John Cox’s 
stripped and jacked up Porsche 924 to 
Thomas Adrian’s Austin 7, (all the way 
from Telford,) plus two Reliant SS1s 
another X90 and a Midget. (The Austin 7 
entry, regrettably, was apparently 
withdrawn) 
 
An initial 16 miles of road run via the A30 
took us past Launceston and South 
Petherwin to the first timed test at 
Knighton, dauntingly through the river, 
where over-enthusiasm could easily result 
in swamped electrics, as the Oakley’s in 
their rare V4 Saab 96 were soon to 
discover! We achieved an averageish 
28.8sec. Ben Tonkin’s FTD of 20.2 in the 
class 6 Beetle must have been impressive 
to watch! 
 
Back on a rainswept A30 the route now 
took us past the famous Jamaica Inn and 
Colliford lake through ever deepening 
puddles to St Neot, where the queue at 
the holding control for School Lane, 
section 3. was not really appreciated by 

the local vicar on his way to administer the 
church service. .However, the marshal in 
charge managed to move everyone and 
get the vicar on his way, albeit maybe a 
little late for his sermon!  
 
The section itself, though somewhat 
rough, proved no problem for the Suzuki 
although Peter Jones in the other X90 lost 
marks here as, surprisingly, did Tristan 
White’s class 7 VW powered Imp. (still 
some teething problems?) Tristan Burn’s 
Cannon and Peter Bullen in the Dellow 
apparently both retired at this point. 
 
The next four sections encouragingly saw 
us remain clean, together with most of the 
entry, although Wild Boar Lane, section 4, 
defeated one or two and surprisingly 
Nicola Wainwright (class 4 Beetle) and the 
Mark Willis Marlin managed to drop marks 
on Water Main Lane. Section 5. 
 
The real challenge started with Mine View, 
section 9. Here we struggled to get any 
grip at all through the gate at the start line, 
to score 11, as did the other Suzuki, the 
Oakley Saab, Colin Biles class 5 Midget 
and Bill Bennett’s M.G. among others. 
Even the Whellocks in their class 8 
Fugitive were apparently caught out here.   
 
The notorious Angel Steps, section 10, 
just before the lunch halt at Marystowe 
Church Hall, seemed to be in a more 
benevolent mood than usual only 13 cars 
actually failing, however we were one of 
them, particularly discouraging as we 
cleaned it last year in the 850. I think I 
must have become slightly less 
courageous in the Suzuki, maybe a sign of 
advancing years, but also due to a certain 
lack of confidence in the car’s directional 
stability!   
 
After lunch things got much harder, at 
Eastcott Downs sections 11& 12, we were 
in a lot of trouble, even the escape route 
grounding us out. The Land Rover sent to 
recover us also got itself stuck and a 
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second one was needed to retrieve both 
of us. Obviously I need to find more 
clearance to cope with these local trials. 
We dropped 20 marks on the two 
sections, but 12 cars did actually manage 
to clean both. 
 
Lew Wood, section 13 provided some 
respite, the Suzuki and indeed most of the 
car entry not finding it a challenge, but 
The Ramps, section 14 was an entirely 
different story, here we dropped yet 
another 10, but at least nobody else 
managed to clear this, although David 
Haizelden (in the fwd Golf!) and Ray 
Goodnight in the Arkley both reached the 
3.marker with fabulous climbs.  
 
Lee Quarry, section16, also stopped all 
the cars, but Paul Bartleman’s Troll, the 
Sticker Martin Escort, Tony Young’s ex-
Adrian Marfell class 4 Beetle and Keith 
Sanders Reliant SS1 all made it to the 6 
marker.  
 
The last section, Park Impossible, proved 
once again that it’s title is well justified, 
only Matt Facey  and Ben Tonkin’s class 6 
Beetles, Tony Young and Nicola 
Wainwright’s class 4 Beetles and Sticker 
Martin in class 2 getting to the 2 mark. We 
only achieved a 7 as did the Peter Jones 
Suzuki and Colin Biles’ Midget in our class 
5, which had been dominated by John 
Cox’s ever improving rorty sounding 
Porsche, which was rewarded with the 
Saloon Cup (presumably calculated on 
index of performance) after remarkably 
dropping only 15 marks all day.  
 
Tony Young, with 12 points, actually 
achieved the lowest score of the day, 
taking the Tamar Trophy in his class 4 
Beetle, a single point ahead of Giles 
Greenslade and Sticker Martin, who 
brilliantly outclimbed the Duratec powered 
Escort of Holsworthy team mate Dick Bolt 
on the last two sections to claim victory in 
class 3 by just 2 points.  
 
David Haizelden in the all conquering Golf 
GTI again triumphed in class 1, but the 

emergent challenge of Ian Cundy in the 
second Golf is to be noted, after losing 
just 3 points to Dave on The Ramps he 
pulled 1 of them back on Park Impossible 
and was also considerably faster on both 
special tests.  
 
In class 2 Adrian Dommett’s Wolseley 
defeated Bill Bennett’s always immaculate 
J2 M.G (how does he do it?) which did not 
like the ruts at the bottom of Mine View. 
Class 7 was won by the VW Baja of 
Andrew and Claire Rippon with 19 points 
and Class 8 by Dudley Sterry in the other 
M.G. with 22. Although not really qualified 
to comment on the motorcycle classes, I 
cannot fail to show my admiration for 
David Craddock on the Class A1 GasGas 
who actually cleaned every section to 
show that it could be done, and also 
achieved fastest overall time in the special 
tests with a combined time of 38.8 secs 
Impressive! Fastest car time for 
comparison was Ben Tonkin’s 1600 
Beetle with 43.0 secs. 
 
To sum up it was a really enjoyable and 
highly challenging event. A near perfect 
result, amazingly closely contested, with 6 
cars in three different classes finishing 
within 3 points of one another. 
 
As for the Suzuki, it is back to the drawing 
board. After three trials I am greatly 
impressed by its resistance to under body 
damage, reliability and consistent power 
delivery, not to mention unaccustomed 
comfort and amenities for a trials car! With 
a little more ground clearance and better 
weight distribution I feel it could even be 
quite competitive.  
 
The Launceston & North Cornwall M.C. 
must be congratulated once again on an 
event that sets a standard that others 
must struggle to emulate. Enormous 
praise is also due to the teams of 
marshals who give up their Sunday leisure 
time to enable these events to run so 
efficiently. We would be absolutely lost 
without them.  
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The 2008 Hardy Trial  
by Bill Bennett 

 

A s is becoming the norm for us on 
trials weekends, we met up with 
some friends on the Saturday 
evening prior to the trial and 

enjoyed some good beer, fine food and 
good company. Although this part of 
Dorset is not very far from home we 
decided to do the same before the Hardy 
trial and were certainly not disappointed. 
The 2008 Hardy trial organised by the 
Woolbridge Motor Club was a little 
different for us in two ways, first of all the 
trailer park, scrutineering, signing-on and 
tucker wagon were all at the Clay Pigeon 
Kart Track, then we drove just over 3 
miles to Hogcliffe farm for the start of the 
trial. Secondly, it was the first trial I have 
competed in where there was a class for 
the 4x4 guys, not only that but they 
represented just under 25% of the total 
field! Being an early number and the fact 
that class 9 (4x4 class) were running last, 
I didn’t see much of them, so the only 
knowledge I have of their performance 
was what I read on the results sheet. 
 
The first two sections at Hogcliffe Farm 
were very much the PCT type of sections 
being marked out with posts on some 
steep grassland. I was very pleased to be 
running early because I’m sure these 
sections would get much harder once the 
grass had been turned into mud. We 
managed a 1 on the first section, only 9 of 
the 35 in classes 1 – 8 cleaned this 
section and only 3 of the 12 class 9 
entrants failed to clean it. On to section 2 
where we managed a 2 as did John Wilton 
and Steve Potter in their Trojan. We were 
running with John and Steve all day and 
after the first two sections we had just 
managed to gain a 1 point advantage over 
this remarkable team. The other member 
of class 2, Adrian Dommett who according 
to the list of entrants had left us for class 
8, was so confused by all this that he 
actually left Hogcliffe farm having only 

completed one of the two sections, having 
realised his mistake and back tracking the 
13 miles from the holding control for 
Meerhay, he was too late and the section 
was closed gaining him a uncharacteristic 
12. He also failed the first Special Test 
meaning Hogcliffe farm was not the most 
successful start to a trial for him. Only two 
cars cleaned section 2, they were Tony 
Young with his class 4 Beetle and Duncan 
Welch with his class 8 Austin Healey SS. 
The 4x4 guys did slightly better on this 
section with 5 of them cleaning it. 
 
The first dozen or so cars all got to the 
Holding Control for Meerhay before the 
Control Marshal, so there was plenty of 
time to catch up on all the local gossip. On 
time we left the control and went the half-
mile or so to Meerhay. This section will be 
known by those who have competed in 
the MCC Exeter trial and has a lot of trials 
history, it is a true classic trial section and 
although not too difficult does deserve 
some respect. It caught out 6 cars and 3 
4x4s. 
 
Having successfully climbed Meerhay and 
pumped up my tyres we travelled the 10 
miles to Boarsbarrow. We were lucky 
enough to negotiate the lane leading to 
Boarsbarrow, apparently a number of 
other cars could not get up this lane and 
had to take a slightly longer route to get to 
section 4. I think it was the first time we 
managed to climb this hill which is just 
inside a wood, quite steep and with a left 
turn at the top which was quite slippery. 
This section apparently caused the 4x4 
guys some trouble because of the slippery 
left turn at the top, some of them slipping 
off the track and getting quite stuck!  
 
Section 5 had been cancelled before the 
start of the trial, so we returned across the 
field, pumped up our tyres and continued 
down through the farmyard and on to 
Section 6 Knowle Lane. This is another 
good section which starts up a stoney lane 
but as we have come to expect with this 
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trial, there is a sting in the tail! You are 
directed off the lane, through a steep 
gateway into yet another steep grassy 
field. This time however my little car made 
it to the top which I’ve never seen before. 
Only 7 other cars climbed this section 
without loss of points although it gave no 
trouble to class 9. 
 
The next sections were once again grassy 
hills, Uploaders 1 & 2. I was one of the 4 
cars that managed to clean Uploders 1 but 
in common with most, I only managed a 1 
on Uploaders 2. Getting out of the field 
and back on to the road was almost as 
hard as the 2 sections. From here it was a 
9 mile trip to the next three sections in 
‘Nick’s Pits’. Once again we had got 
ahead of the time schedule and had to 
wait for the arrival of the marshals, but this 
was OK having another chat in the nice 
mild weather. These three sections are 
once again grassy field sections on some 
steep ground and with some twists and 
turns. When everything was ready, we 
managed to clean the first section but got 
a 2 on the next two. John and Steve in 
their Trojan beat us by 1 on the last of 
these three sections, proving how 
competitive they are and that you always 
have to respect these guys. Having 
completed these sections we travelled the 
six miles to the last section, Bayard where 
once again we were ahead of the 
marshals and had to wait about 25 
minutes before the section was fully 
manned and ready for competitors.  
 
I was the second car to attempt the 
section and all went well across the field, 
up the track past the restart until we got to 
yet another sting in the tail and had to turn 
very hard right off the track and up a steep 
grass bank. I had to almost stop to get 
through the markers at the 6 point, having 
done this it was a struggle across and 
steep slope turning left to exit the section. 
Unfortunately I couldn’t quite get out of the 
section and that was when the fun really 
started. Every time I tried to back out on 
the section as directed by the marshals I 

slipped further down the slope until I was 
close to tipping over and amongst the 
briars. After quite a bit of time and with the 
help of three or four marshals and a 4x4 
pick-up we eventually safely exited the 
section and were able to continue to the 
finish and last special test. 
 
Four cars finished with the days lowest 
score of 7 with Dudley Sterry taking 1st 
overall from Duncan Welch by 0.1 secs. 
The other two with the lowest score were 
two class 4 entrants Giles Greenslade and 
Tony Young. 
 
I was interested to see how class 9 (4x4 
class) had got on. Of the 12 entrants 2, 
both Suzukis did very well with one having 
a clean sheet and the other only picking 
up 4 marks, two others retired and the rest 
of the class all had quite large scores 
ranging from 21 to 55 and this was after 
Boarsbarrow had been dropped for this 
class as so many of them had trouble at 
the top of the section. It seems the 25 psi 
tyre pressure might have been their 
downfall in spite of them having four wheel 
drive, diff lock and chunky tyres. It will be 
interesting to see if class 9 becomes a 
regular feature of our trials. 
 
To summarise, Liz and I enjoyed the trial 
and would like to thank the organisers and 
marshals for allowing us to have a good 
days sport, but had it been a little wetter I 
think all those grassy sections would have 
been much, much harder. As always the 
company of the other trailers was 
enjoyable and we finished in good time 
which allowed us to get home, unload the 
car and get cleaned up in readiness for 
work on Monday, although this did earn us 
some criticism from one of the Club 
Stewards for not staying on for the awards 
presentation, for which we apologise, 
once we have retired and don’t have to 
work on the Monday we will be happy to 
stay on after the trial. 
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The 2008 Hardy Trial  
by Duncan Welch 

 

I t was a glorious drive down to 
Dorchseter for the start of the trial. It 
was warm, dry and no traffic. Lots of 
four legged wildlife on Ashdown 

forest, deer, foxes and bunnies. The sun 
came up at about 7-30, just in time for 
scrutineering with the Blakeleys who were 
just setting up their stall when we arrived. 
 
There was not a huge entry of our cars but 
they were supplemented by a fearsome 
array of Land rovers, Suzukis and other 
four-wheel drive machines. They had to 
follow the main trial and run on 25 psi, 
whereas we had no such restrictions. 
 
Hogcliffe was the first venue with two 
grassy hills and a special test. Hill number 
one was a short sharp rush up a very 
steep bank. Front wheel drives were at a 
disadvantage here, getting “3” s at best, 
Bill Bennett’s MG managed a “1” but it 
was Sticker Martin who was first over the 
top followed by the Escorts of Thorne and 
Bartleman. Dudley Sterry just got out, but 
then slid back down to the bottom and we 
managed a rather wild climb over the top. 
 
The next one was much longer and 
stopped all but Tony Young and us. Most 
climbed to “3” or less, but Adrian Dommett 
missed the hills altogether and scored 12. 
The special timed test on the way out was 
very slippery grass on a camber, but it 
was obviously drying out, as we managed 
to go fastest. 
 
After a pleasant drive down to Meerhay, 
and a short halt at a holding control, we 
attached the hill and all but classes 1 and 
2 did a restart. Most succeeded and made 
for Boarsbarrow. The approach road was 
deeply rutted and most cars were directed 
the long way round, but we and Dudley 
blundered up the rutted road and arrived 
in front of the pack. Somehow Sterry 
climbed and did the restart with a flourish, 

but we had no such luck and failed 
miserably. Notable successes here on the 
restart were Tris White’s Imp and Harvey 
Waters Ford Pop who got off it. The usual 
suspects climbed OK and Nicola 
Wainwright got her Beetle to the top. 
 
Knowle Lane is well known to cause 
trouble, being an innocuous muddy lane 
from which one turns left into a grassy 
field up a steep bank where classes 7 and 
8 did a restart. After the restart, one’s 
troubles really begin, as the field is steep 
and muddy. We got up OK along with 
Bennett, Wainwright, Greenslade and 
Young (VWs), Sanders (Reliant SS1), 
Waters and Sterry. 
 
As usual, Uploders was a wet boggy hole, 
but the hills were not as miry as the 
bottom and kost climbed to the first hairpin 
and about half a dozen got over the top. 
Uploders II had a very fierce slope at the 
end, but most managed a “1”. I reckon 
that I could have got over the top had I let 
out a bit more air. The only one to climb it 
was one of Suzukis driven by Lee Drage 
who completed the trila with no loss of 
marks. 
 
We got lost on the way to Nicks Pits 
having missed a turn up what looked like a 
private drive. These pits are very steep 
and slippery banks on flinty chalk and 
clay. Hill One was a tortuous affair but 
provided that you could get past “6”, you 
could clean it.  Hill Two was in a bowl, 
starting downhill and hopefully climbing 
the other side and then turning left uphill. 
There were quite deep ruts which stopped 
the Escorts dead. Tony Young’s VW got 
up, as did White’s Imp, Dommett in his 
Wolsley and Sterry’s MG. By dint of 
getting our front wheels in the air, we 
cleared the ruts and crept over the top. Hill 
three had a very slippery turn halfway up 
which caused many to understeer off the 
course. Dommett, Bartleman and Martin 
succeeded here, as did Giles Greenslade 
and us. I managed to slide the tail round 
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the corner and with much wheelspin 
climbed out. Wilton’s Trojan did well here 
getting a “1” which for a car with no diff 
was very good steering. 
 
Bayard is a weird hill as far as I am 
concerned. I’ve never managed to climb it. 
It always changing and for years I have 
not even managed to get into the meadow 
and on those occasions when I have, I 
have managed to get lost. This year, 
some of the most unlikely have climbed it 
and the great have not! From the start, 
one crosses a damp field onto a firm track 
and then upwards on slime to a restart for 
classes 7 and 8. Having let out nearly all 
the air from the back tyres, we got away 
from the restart, which looked awful but 
provided enough grip to get away easily. 
The next bit was to turn right through a 
hedge into the meadow whereupon I was 
faced with a forest of white sticks and no 
idea which way to go. Jenny in the 
passenger seat seemed to have some 
idea, but her squeaks and gesticulations 
did not help me much.  After much wheel 
winding and 
struggle, I 
negotiated the 
hated sticks and 
proceeded across 
the field and up 
towards the crest 
of the hill where I 
never been 
before. Bill 
Bennett made to 
number “1” and 
spent some time 
being pulled out. 
Dudley got to”1” 
as well but the 
great Trojan 
climbed right over 
the top and out of 
sight. Some of 
the Escorts got 
up and so did lots of VWs including Emma 
Robilliard, Nicola Wainwright and Jim 
Walsh. How on earth did John Cox get his 

Porsche 924 to the top? A wonderful 
effort. Peter Mountain cleaned the section 
in his Dellow, after a day of scoring rather 
more points that he would have wanted. 
 
The final special test was at the finish on 
tarmac, but was the same four lines and 
backwards and forwards driving. Lots of 
squealing of tyres here. Dave Haizelden 
was quickest, followed by White’s Imp. 
The Sterry MG came third, which bagged 
him the best performance of the day. Four 
cars ended up on seven penalties at the 
end. In order of aggregated special test 
times, these were Sterry, Welch, 
Greenslade and Young. Bennett and 
Martin had nine each, with White’s Imp on 
eleven. 
 
The Land Rovers and Shoguns had been 
shown the way by the lightweight Suzukis 
on a very fine day. Many thanks to Mervyn 
Brake and his team for providing an 
excellent event in a wonderful part of the 
country.  

Two thirds of class 2 on the Hardy. John 
Wilton & S Potter with the Trojan and 
the J2.                 (Photo by Bill Bennett) 
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The 2009 Allen Trial  
by Paul Parker 

 

T hose of you reading this many 
wonder whom the dickens the 
author is. Unsurprising since I am 
not a regular participant, as a 

passenger in classic trials, so far I have so 
far managed one Clee Hills and three 
Allen Classic trials over the years. I am 
also, as part of a Bristol MC contingent, a 
regular marshal at various classic trials 
most often our annual trip to the Cotswold 
Clouds but occasionally others too. So 
who am I? Well I am Chairman of both the 
Allen’s organising club Bristol MC and the 
ASWMC and just to keep me out of 
mischief in the summer I organize the 
British Sprint Championship (Jonathan 
Toulmin being one “my flock”) and also sit 
on three MSA Committees too. So you 
can see I have an eclectic interest in 
motorsport.  
 
One thing of which I do have a firm 
opinion is that participants in classic trials 
are the friendliest folk I meet in 
motorsport. The discipline itself I feel is 
one of the most important in motorsport 
for a variety of reasons and primarily 
because it IS motorsport’s history. This 
was the basis from which all motor sport 
evolved. It wasn’t “how fast” it was “how 
far”. Secondly it continues to use so many 
historical venues, which have been in use 
since the depths of time. They must, at all 
costs, be maintained and to do so they 
must continue to be used.  
 
The other trials’ disciplines are of lesser 
significance. Sporting car trials have only 
a modest number of active competitors, 
because it has evolved into something 
very specialised both in driving technique 
and the cars themselves, which have 
become very sophisticated (and very 
expensive!) Car trials (or PCTs as most of 
us continue to know them as) only seem 
to exist at a “clubbie” level these days to 
any notable extent. Neither of these 

disciplines encounters the massed hoards 
that turn out for the MCC Classics! 
 
So enough of my thoughts and opinions - 
how was the Allen for us? I was 
passengering for Mark Chater in his 
Singer Chamois, Mark being a died-in-the-
wool Impophile (there’s apparently no law 
against it) since childhood. As ever we 
began our Allen Trial just around the 
corner from the start at Tog Hill, a gentle 
opener providing no dramas for us, and a 
“clear” scored. Our problems began in the 
glutinous mud ruts at Bitton Lane where 
the car was registering over 100C whilst 
we sat waiting to be released at the start 
of the section. Mark nonetheless attacked 
the hill with some gusto with the car 
swinging from opposite lock one way to 
opposite lock the other as we marched to 
our second “clear”. After the end of the 
section we started an investigation into the 
why the car had suddenly got so hot and 
eventually solved the issue having poured 
lots of anti freeze into all available orifices 
in the cooling system (and helped along 
the way by our friend Mal Allen who also 
helped up out with the provision of some 
water for “just in case” later). After one or 
two attempts, the problem seemed to be 
solved, and didn’t surface again for the 
remainder of the day.  
 
Then to Big Uplands and we wondered 
what state it was in this year, Little 
Uplands having been “ruined” by Bath & 
North East Somerset Council who had 
attended over zealously to their legal 
requirements and repaired it too well! 
Sadly it had rendered it benign now and 
no longer suitable for use as an observed 
section for a classic trial. Big Uplands 
however had suffered with the ravages of 
the weather (much to Pete Hart as Clerk 
of the Course’s delight, I suspect). Last 
year we got a 3, however this year we 
only managed a 4 but were pleased with 
that as Mark again attacked as only he 
knows how (and the bruise on the top of 
my head also knows as my body was 
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bounced from seat to roof contact 
alternately). Ground clearance is 
something we are hardly over laden with 
and we loosened the exhaust not, as one 
would suspect, climbing the hill. Oh no on 
the way back down to the start of the 
section! So more repair work ensued 
when we got through Little Uplands and 
out on to a side road. 
 
Next we were off to Guys Hill, where we 
remembered getting a puncture in 2007, 
probably Mark thought from running the 
pressure too low. Not willing to make the 
same mistake twice, Mark was 
conservative with the pressures this time. 
Nonetheless we still managed to repeat 
2007’s “clear” with a fun climb which gave 
us both smiles. We actually had more 
problems getting into the field after the 
section where we almost attacked the 
gatepost on its entry; however we 
reversed back and tried again and went 
straight in. Then on to Travers, which we 
failed in 2007, so maybe we might do 
better this year? We found it very rough 
and very stony but more “maximum 
attack” from Mark and we got ourselves a 
result another “clear”. Our joy was to be 
only short-lived, as we knew that we were 
about to encounter next would be one of 
our nemesis’ Ubley Woods 1 & 2.  
 
We also discovered that we had picked up 
a puncture on Travers so that had to be 
changed. But the decision was made we 
would lose little by trying Ubley Woods 1 
without doing so, as the lack of pressure 
may work to our advantage. The Singer 
does not like wet grass. A PCT car it is 
not! Apart from anything else the engine is 
too cammy and perhaps the substantial 
“sack of potatoes” might have been better 
placed in the rear seat? However a 5 on 
Ubley Woods 1 and then, after changing 
the wheel, a 4 on Ubley Woods 2 could 
have been worse. On the special test 
Mark tried not to be too ambitious, only 
ensuring we got it right. This was 
improvement on 2007’s 9 & 7 respectively 

but a source of disappointment 
nonetheless, not helped by the presence 
of one of my neighbours in the recovery 
team!  On to the Chew Valley picnic area 
halt for a quick sandwich and a chat 
before heading off to embark on the 2nd 
half. 
 
The second special test, which preceded 
Burledge, enabled us to view what other 
earlier competitors’ techniques were, we 
learnt from the experience, and put it into 
practice. Our time was much closer to that 
of our class competitors this time, than in 
Ubley Woods. With that academic 
exercise out of the way it was on to 
Burledge. This we failed in 2007 so was 
there any chance of anything better this 
time? Well it did seem to be rockier than 
2007 (more of Pete Hart’s prayers 
answered!) but Mark battled through to a 
“clear”.  
 
Somewhere along the line another 
problem presented itself for solution. A 
ghastly noise emerged on one occasion 
when Mark put his foot on the brake 
pedal. After some investigation, much 
head scratching and moral assistance 
provided by fellow Imp driver Bill Rosten, 
who kindly stopped to help, it was 
discovered a bolt had fallen out of the 
front offside disc mounting. It was thought 
at one stage we were finished, however 
when it was found that said bolt was 
threaded and only the spacer was 
missing, said bolt was reinserted with 
washers acting as spacers. Eventually we 
were back on the road again with no 
apparent ill effects.  
 
Then to another area, containing three 
sub-divided sections, new to the event. 
Lakeside 1 sent us down into a dip and 
then a final turn to the right, where there 
was a tree stump in the middle of the 
track. Sadly we ran out of lock and as 
Mark was steadily understeering toward a 
tree he considered discretion was the 
better part of valour.  So a satisfactory “1” 



29 

was recorded. However next there were 
the grassy banks of Lakeside 2 & 3, which 
we were not looking forward to. On 
Lakeside 2 we just failed to overcome the 
initial “hump” and picked up a “9” but we’d 
have done much better had we got over 
the hump which only needed another foot 
or two. Then much the same problem with 
Lakeside 3 but we were far from alone on 
that one! An “11” was the result of our 
attempt.  
 
So to finally John Walker which 
“miraculously”, according to Deputy CoC, 
Mark Tooth, a branch had again 
unfortunately fallen into the stream to 
prevent its flow and form a pond. We 
cleaned this last year and hoped to do so 
again. Sadly we were confronted with one 
last problem, just as we emerged from 
“the pond” and heading strongly up the hill 

we’d managed to dislodge the exhaust 
again. With no back pressure the engine 
wouldn’t run cleanly and we ascended 
John Walker in a series of short bursts 
before the engine failed to run cleanly 
each time. So we recorded a thoroughly 
disappointing fail.  
 
Overall we were both very pleased with 
our effort but gutted by John Walker. So 
maybe now it’s a matter of getting the car 
back together and considering what else 
might attract us? All in all it was an 
enjoyable day for us, despite all the 
problems. It’s just as well Mark is an 
accomplished Imp mechanic, his 
passenger being as much use as a 
chocolate teapot, being mechanically 
inept! 
 

2008 Allen Trial 
by John Cox 

 

S aturday and it is the Allen 
tomorrow. More to do than usual 
as firstly the car refuses to start 
when cold, and when it does it 

will only run on three cylinders until 
thoroughly warm. Secondly I am staying 
with friends John and Phillippa Paget, 
which meant driving up to their house on 
Saturday afternoon. John is bravely 
coming with me (why does nobody ever 
come more than once?) and whose land 
practically abuts Uplands, up which he 
has travelled in all sorts of vehicles from 
Austin 7s to tractors, so perhaps he might 
have a bit of inside knowledge! He used to 
rally a works supported Healey Sprite so 
should know a thing or two. 
 
Cold starting eventually cured by hot 
wiring an injector, so give the car its usual 
pre trial service with the aid of an aerosol 
can of purple paint plus generally nailing it 
back together, not helped by the electric 
fan not getting any juice so a little rewiring 

required. Luckily, with the help of number 
1 son, who is an excellent welder, the rear 
suspension had been sorted earlier in the 
week so that the rear wheels are now 
upright AND pointing in the general 
direction of travel. 
 
Sunday morning and a civilised get up 
time thanks to already being in Keynsham. 
On arrival at the Doynton Arms John 
Blakeley (bless him) does his usual 
thorough scrutineering aided by the fact 
that the bonnet has holes in it, solely for 
his convenience, so that he can see the 
throttle return spring without opening said 
piece of body work. I proudly show off my 
now obligatory new green decal declaring 
that compressed air is on board. As usual 
lots of friendly faces, remarkably cheerful 
in spite of snow flurries. I realise being in a 
tin top can have its advantages! 
 
Thanks to the professional organisation 
we are off on time to Tog Hill where there 
is very little delay, and, as usual, a 
relatively easy climb to get one in the 
mood. At the top, after tyres, we turn right 
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straight into a traffic jam, as the local 
police have closed the main road. After a 
quick U turn and the local knowledge of 
my bouncer we are soon at Bitton Lane 
where the restart is overcome without too 
much difficulty followed by a very muddy 
right-hander that needs to be taken at 
some speed to avoid getting bogged 
down, involving a certain amount of low 
flying technique. 
 
Onwards to Uplands, which is one of my 
favourite sections. Long, very bumpy, 
challenging, requiring testicular fortitude 
from drivers and bouncers alike. Pedal to 
the metal from the corner onwards with 
wheels coming into contact with the 
ground every now and then for a very 
satisfactory climb in true purple with black 
roof Porsche (and Escort?) style. Stopped 
at top to replace punctured and strangely 
re-contoured rear offside wheel and tyre. 
The hill was obviously taking its usual toll 
as no one came up behind during this 
procedure.  John asks if the front tyres are 
OK to which, with all my experience, I 
reply "No, front tyres very rarely puncture" 
After all, there is very little weight on them 
- right? - except in class 1 (you heard the 
story about the green Golf...?) 
 
And so to Guys Hill where, after a bit of a 
wait, I commit the great trialer’s sin of over 
confidence, if I can get up Uplands etc. All 
those who do not have a restart seem to 
be going up without trouble and a 10 PSI 
limit so it must be easy - WRONG. No 
restart for us so no worries - WRONG. 
Leave tyres at 18 PSI so no more 
punctures - WRONG. Slight problem 
getting to the start, but it is uphill from 
stationary. There is much spinning from 
the start and going nowhere. Fail at 8 and 
reverse down ignominiously. Get to 
bottom of hill where we find a flat front 
tyre, which must have acquired a slow 
puncture on Uplands. A bit like trying to 
push an anchor up hill. How are the not-
very-mighty fallen! 
 

Travers Hill is accomplished with a bit of a 
scrabble, perhaps because I was looking 
out of the window at the magnificent view 
of the reservoir - one of the joys of trialling 
for me is seeing the best of British 
countryside usually only viewed by 
residents, people who are seriously lost, 
or trialers,- and a puncture for the third 
year running. 
 
After the third wheel change we turn left 
into the area where the challenging Ubley 
Woods sections await.  I always feel as I 
slide down to the bottom of the field that it 
will be impossible to get back to the top 
unless in a four wheel drive with very 
knobbly tyres, unless one is a mountain 
goat. Observed by a very well wrapped up 
marshal (Thank you to all for giving us 
such a good day in such cold conditions), I 
apply a vacuum pump to the rear tyres 
and set off for the first corner where I run 
wide, but somehow manage to scrabble 
up over a hump to an unexpected clear. 
Onto Ubley 2 where I see a 4 WD with 
huge tyres whose drivers grin clearly says 
"Here comes another customer for a tow" 
Red rag to bull so invest in serious welly 
followed by serious slithering and serious 
application of will power to get us to the 
top. 
 
The special test, on a strange hillock, 
perhaps the burial mound of a trialer from 
ages past, seems to be all about not going 
too far across "B" or you will never get 
back again and then achieving an astride 
on "D". Sort of succeed so on to the lunch 
break. It is fantastic how a hot cuppa in a 
lovely warm room with an aquatic view 
can restore the will to live. After the 
required break we set off again. The car 
has cooled down and decides that three 
cylinders will do. Luckily the fourth decides 
to join the party just as we arrive at 
Tubby’s. 
 
Tubby's Torment presents an interesting 
special test conundrum in trying to judge 
how far back to go after stopping astride 
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"B". Not enough and you are in a tricky 
restart situation, and too much means 
valuable seconds lost. I think I played it 
too safe and probably went too far back! 
Burledge is fortunately accomplished 
without too much difficulty. 
 
On to Lakeside where there is the first 
serious hold up all day. I ruefully think to 
myself whilst waiting "I would be clean if I 
had not made that stupid mistake at Guys 
Hill" as I watch an interesting little section 
which starts with a short down hill and 
then up round a tight "U" with apparently, 
so we are informed by our spies, a large 
log to negotiate. I say apparently because 
as I gently engage the clutch at the start 
there is a nasty bang from one of the oily 

bits followed by a metallic whirring and NO 
GO. For the technically minded the spline 
connector between the torque tube drive 
shaft and the input shaft to the gearbox 
decided it had enough of trialling and 
disintegrated. So I never got to see the 
mysterious log, so here endeth my report 
on the ALLEN, except to say thank you 
once again to all the many people who put 
in so much effort to organise and put on 
one of the best trials in the calendar. 
 
PS John Paget, whilst still in shock, said 
he enjoyed it and would like to come again 
next year!! 

Allen Trial Report 2008 (Or how 
not to succeed in classic trials) 
 
by Brian Bailey/Neil Smith  Ford 

Escort II 
 
Having entered MCC Trials for some 
years and finding tiredness at the wheel 
becoming an increasing problem, (could it 
be something to do with age?) I decided it 
was time to try one these ACTC One Day 
Classic Trials I had heard so much about.  
Having had a successful Edinburgh, only 
a bronze but the car went well and we 
were finding more grip than expected. So, 
which event to do? I had heard that the 
‘Allen’ was a good event, not too hard and 
non- damaging (How naïve can one be?) 
Anyway, licence obtained, entry forms 
completed and car sorted we felt 
reasonably confident of a fair day’s sport. 
My navigator/bouncer for the day was Neil 
Smith a complete newcomer to the sport, 
as my regular bouncer was busy 4X4 
trialing in his Fiat Panda bodied Range 
Rover. 
 
 

We arrived at the Cross House, Doynton 
for the start in good time and drove 
straight into the scrutineering bay and had 
all formalities completed very quickly. With 
an hour to spend we wandered the car 
park comparing other competitor’s cars 
with ours, we met Graham Price who was 
navigating for Adrian Marfell as his VW 
Special was suffering serious engine 
problems, more reassurances of an easy 
event. 
 
Start time soon arrived and we set off for 
the first section, Tog Hill, which as hoped 
was an easy warm-up, we still managed to 
turn the wrong direction at the exit but 
soon realised our mistake and returned to 
the correct route. We had been warned at 
the start of a lorry carrying a large 
transformer that would probably hold up 
the traffic and sure enough we soon 
slowed to a crawl. When it came our turn 
to pass the wide load it was an impressive 
sight, a low loader with one ‘tractor’ at the 
front and two more at the back pushing, 
must have been quite a load!  We 
continued our tour of the byways to 
section 2, Bitton Lane. A short delay and 
then we were at the start, the start 
marshal told us that it was ‘a bit rutted 
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around the corner’ so we set off gaining as 
much speed as possible hoping to clear 
the ruts. Rounding the corner we found 
the roadway to be very rutted and halfway 
through we stopped with a bang, the diff 
jammed solid on the centre of the track. 
For the first time ever in trial we had to be 
towed out of a section, a Land Rover with 
a long towrope, which threatened to tow 
us through the bushes instead of around 
them.  
 
Onward to Section 3, Big Uplands and 
long wait while the majority of the entry 
attempted the hill and reversed back 
down, at the start I overheard a marshal 
say that no Escorts had cleared the hill. 
So we set off as usual at maximum speed 
to the first obstacle, a very badly washed 
section of track, we leapt from side to side 
but kept going only to be stopped by more 
deep ruts further up the hill, we extricated 
ourselves with difficulty and reversed 
down the hill. Section 4, Guys Hill was a 
little more straightforward and after a bit of 
trouble reaching the startline we made it 
up to the 4 or 5 board. 
 
Travers Hill was slippery but we managed 
to get through without too much difficulty 
along with most of the entry. A few yards 
along the track we came to Ubley Woods, 
open moorland with 2 sections, 
reminiscent of a PCT, and a special test 
marked out among the bracken.  We 
dropped the tyre pressures as far as 
possible, to no avail – 2 more fails, 
although we did get through the special 
test. Next stop was the lunch break at 
Chew Magna a quick meal of the ‘Trial 
Special’ of sausage & chips and away as 
we found we were running in the last 
group on the road. 
 
Tubby’s Torment, Special Test 2, is best 
forgotten – another fail.  
 
Burledge followed with a restart, which 
looked difficult and so it proved, I stopped 
against a very shining rock and went no 

further, dropping back a few yards we 
pottered slowly over the obstacle on the 
other side of the track with no problem.   
 
The next obstacle was the group of three 
sections at Lakeside. The first in a small 
copse very deeply rutted and muddy, most 
of the entry seemed to have a problem 
here with those able to reach the lower 
numbers having to shunt around an 
obstacle, we completely bottomed out on 
the ruts. Some modifications are going to 
be necessary before our next event for 
sure. Lakeside 2 & 3 were again like PCT 
sections, which I have to say I don’t 
believe have any place in a Classic Trial.  
 
The area around the bottom of the 
sections was total chaos when we arrived, 
with cars struggling to get through the 
mud in all directions. We were in for a 
surprise on Lakeside two. Most cars were 
stopping on the 9 or 10 marker, but when 
we arrived at the 10 mark the Escort 
managed to find some grip and we went 
on up the field, getting to the 5 marker flat 
out in 2nd gear using every ounce of 
power. I was well aware that I demolished 
the 9-marker board but it didn’t seem to 
matter, as we had made a decent effort on 
a tricky section.   
 
Lakeside 3 was a matter of reaching the 
start-line, we helped push several 
competitors out of the mud, we made a 
half-hearted attempt at the section, as we 
did not see anyone get further than the 
first few yards. All we had to do then was 
get out of the field back onto the road. 
 
Onward then to the last section, John 
Walker, where we had a short delay. 
Waiting on the line we couldn’t see further 
than the stream crossing the track so I 
went a fast as I dared through the water, 
too fast it seemed as the engine began to 
misfire. We had just enough power to 
reach the halfway mark and thought we 
might make to the top but then the ruts 
appeared on the horizon and despite our 
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efforts we stuck solid on the diff again. 
Thanks to the marshals for helping us to 
get out of section. We made it to the 
escape road and found that we had a flat 
rear tyre as well as the misfire. With the 
wheel changed and darkness descending 
we decided to limp to the finish. With 
signing off completed we investigated the 
misfire, the distributor and ignition were all 
dry and we had just completed a plug 
change when Graham & Adrian appeared 
on the scene. When I started the engine 
Adrian immediately suggested checking 
the air filters and sure enough the Weber 
was trying to devour the foam air filter. 
With this removed it was service as 
normal and the car ran perfectly.  
 
(Looking back I wondered whether the 
problem was a result of our full power 
attempt at Lakeside 2, I have never driven 
the car this hard before.) With the problem 
solved we return to the bar of the Cross 
House to find the results ready to be 

announced. Listening to the top ten scores 
being announced was quite depressing for 
us, with so many with single figure scores 
and an Escort in the top ten! 
 
To round up, the event was very well 
organised and the marshals were 
fantastic, but the sections were much 
rougher than expected. Reading the 
results I was surprised to see how many 
cars (including Escorts) were able to climb 
the very deeply rutted sections, perhaps 
running at the tail of the field didn’t help 
us. We certainly need to make some 
changes to the car before venturing out 
again, thoughts are for more weight in the 
rear, more ground clearance (although 
there’s not much can be done about the 
diff) and different tyres the Trayals which 
seemed so good on the Edinburgh didn’t 
seem to grip at all on the Bristol lanes. Or 
on the hand perhaps we should just 
change the driver!! 
 

The 2008 Allen Trial 
by Rory Pope 

 

T his was to be my third Allen trial; 
my first two had not exactly gone 
to plan. In 2006 we spent most of 
the day running on three cylinders 

after attempting an impression of a 
submarine on the way in to Uplands. 2007 
saw Big Uplands destroying my diff just 
after the section end boards. So this year I 
was determined to get to the finish in one 
piece. 
 
I feel I should also explain that I’m very 
much a novice in the classic trials world 
and that more often than not I navigate 
rather than drive. My car is what I like to 
think of as interesting. It’s a class 8 Skoda 
Rapid based kit car, made by RV 
Dynamics called a Bugrat. It’s probably 
not the best choice of car for class 8 and 
almost certainly not the best choice of 

class or car for a novice. What we lack in 
power and ability we make up for in style 
and enthusiasm. As I’m sure is the case 
with every trials car it’s an ongoing project 
and it’s constantly fiddled with in an effort 
to improve the results, with varying 
degrees of success. For all its faults (and 
mine) it’s always superb fun to drive.  
 
As the Allen trial starts at Doynton it’s 
about an hour and half from home. As one 
of my more local trials I put in for an early 
start, we were car number 2 behind Steve 
Johnson in his Triumph special. This 
caused some debate between me and my 
navigator John Elliott, as to whether an 
early number is an advantage or 
disadvantage and even after the event I’m 
still not sure. 
 
So after leaving home at 6am on a very 
drab, dull, and chilly morning, I never tow 
and always drive, we arrived at 
scrutineering just after dawn break. 
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Thankfully all was in order and after a 
quick warm up by the Cross House fire 
and a good cup of tea we were off just 
before half eight. 
 
Section One, Tog Hill is literally just 
around the corner and is a nice way to 
settle the butterflies. It’s a reasonably 
gentle surfaced track although it seems to 
be getting rougher and more rutted each 
year. No problems here and just a short 
trip to section Two. 
 
Bitton Lane hadn’t caused me any 
problems in the past but sat at the start 
line we could hear Steve Johnson giving 
his car some stick. The cause soon 
became apparent. Just around the first left 
hand bend were some very deep, wet, 
muddy ruts, we should have gone hard to 
the right but were already committed so 
attempted to plough through but failed and 
picked up a six. A rather large tractor 
came to our rescue and we were once 
more on our way. 
 
Being class eight we skipped Big Uplands 
in the morning and sailed on up a rather 
smooth Little Uplands.  
 
Section Four, Guys Hill, caught me on the 
restart a couple of years ago. It’s one of 
those hills that doesn’t look that tough but 
there appears to be very little grip 
available. We had jumped Steve here so 
we were the first to go. Being the first car 
up everything was covered in leaves 
adding to the dilemma of where to position 
ourselves on the restart. We went left and 
high and then went nowhere, not even the 
slightest whiff of grip. The marshals asked 
us to hang on for twenty minutes in the 
field at the bottom of the section to get 
back on time allowing us to break out the 
flask. Suitably refreshed we headed off to 
section five. 
 
Travers Hill is a lovely long windy climb 
up through a wood. It’s a fairly rough, 
rocky track with some reasonably steep 

sections. It caught me on the restart last 
time and did the same again this year. We 
did get off the line but came to a halt in 
cloud of tyre smoke half a car length later 
after hitting a small ridge; we should have 
gone lower on the line to have gained a bit 
more momentum. After a quick roll back 
and a bit of a run at it and we were at the 
top and turning to Ubley Woods. 
 
Ubley Woods was home to sections six, 
seven and the first special test. Classic 
trials often deliver you to stunning 
locations you would never otherwise find; 
Ubley Woods is one of those locations. 
The view over Chew valley and lake is 
stunning, even with a bit of snow blowing 
in the wind! We had to wait ten minutes or 
so for the wind blown marshals to get into 
position so broke out the flask again. 
Steve was back in front now and was first 
to attempt the section only to terminally 
break his car. This put us at the front for 
the remainder of the trial. 
 
The first of the two sections didn’t go too 
well. It’s a fairly short section up a very 
muddy grass slope. You start at ninety 
degrees to the slope and after a short run 
in turn right up the bank. Things didn’t look 
promising when we started to slide back 
off the restart and surely enough we just 
span and threw mud everywhere. The 
second section, a straighter run up an 
equally muddy slope with a small hump 
near the top, was only slightly better with 
us spinning to a halt at the three marker. 
The special test was an interesting twist 
on the ‘start at A, all over B, all behind B, 
astride C’ type. The twist being line B set 
on top of a large hump, too quick over B 
and you would disappear down the other 
side meaning a reverse back up the 
hump.  
 
We arrived at the Picnic area next to 
Chew Lake on time and after some chips, 
a quick chat and a cup of tea we were 
ready for the off once again. 
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In trouble on the Taw & 
Torridge! 
 
 
 
 
(Photos by Julien Slade) 
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Special test 2, Tubby’s Torment, was 
first up and then a short distance up the 
track was section 8, Burledge. Thankfully 
there were no problems here. It’s a fairly 
straight run up a roughish track with the 
restart in view at the start of a left hand 
bend. 
 
Sections 9, 10 and 11 were all at a new 
venue called Lakeside. Being the first car 
proved to be a disadvantage on section 
nine. Sat at the start line it seemed to be a 
short climb through a silted up stream and 
up into some trees. It looked very wet and 
very muddy. The ditch seemed drier and 
narrower on the right so we adopted the 
flat out and stay right technique. As it 
turned out grip wasn’t a problem but the 
tight right hand hairpin at the top was. 
Being so far right we just couldn’t turn 
tightly enough and picked up a one. If only 
we had seen some else do it first! 
 
Section 10 was a quick turn left followed 
by a long climb up a grassy rutted bank. 
Luckily we caught tons of grip and flew up 
only to be denied a clean by passing the 
last marker on the wrong side. Looking at 
the results it seems we weren’t the only 
ones to do this! 
 
Section 11 was another quick turn left but 
this time between two trees and up a very 
steep grass hump. We got to the nine 
marker which looking at the results was 
about average. 
 
So we arrive at Uplands ready for our shot 
at Big Uplands. Despite this hill breaking 
my diff last year and drowning my car the 
year before it is a genuinely classic hill. 
Reasonably long, slightly winding, fairly 
smooth at first, then producing some very 
deep car twisting holes progressively 
getting rougher followed by deep ruts. The 
Bugrat’s lack of power and ground 
clearance showed itself here and we took 
some major knocks. It has to be one of the 
roughest hills around although I think 
Perely Lane on the Exmoor Clouds wins 

that award. Despite cleaning the hill the 
previous year we span to a tyre howling 
stop just before the restart and had to 
reverse back down. 
 
This just left section 12, John Walker, to 
go. This is another superb section. A quick 
drop into the nicely dammed stream and 
climb up a roughish track then at around 
halfway the track turns to a greasy muddy 
climb. I think we were around the second 
or third car at the section, which meant 
that the badger sett about three quarters 
of the way up was still pretty much intact. I 
saw it coming and despite John shouting 
at me to punch it the car came over the 
hump just before it and belly flopped down 
on to it and came to a halt. With a bit of 
shoving from the marshals we came off 
and had to claim a six. 
 
After a few minutes we were back at the 
Cross House handing our numbers in. It 
has to be pointed out that this trial is 
always over subscribed and for good 
reason. It has a good mix of section types. 
The route card and marking are superb; 
there really is no excuse for getting lost. 
The information given before and after the 
trial is exceptional. The marshals as 
always were a happy and obliging bunch. 
Pete and Carlie Hart, and the Bristol Motor 
should be heartily congratulated on a trial 
very well run. I thank you all. 
 
We hadn’t done that well but we were in 
one piece and happy. It didn’t even rain 
until the journey home. Roll on 2009. 
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It was all going so well…. the 
Neil Westcott Trial 2008 

by Celia Walton 
 

W e’d made the usual few 
bloomers, of course, we 
haven’t competed with the 
WASP together for ages, but 

we were beginning to work together as a 
team really well.  We’d agreed that the 
only approach to Stetfold Rocks was to hit 
the root across the section really hard – 
we’d watched John Hind and Jon Stobbs 
(Husqvarna and sidecar) fail to get over it 
– so that’s what we did.  A bit too hard 
perhaps and I, as passenger, went flying.   

 
I lay on the ground as you do, mentally 
feeling all the bits and one ache, in my 
right arm, didn’t go away. It was a sharp 
pain, making my hand useless. Bother, I 
thought, broken something. After a bit 
(luckily no queue at the Section Begins) I 
managed to sit up, and was rather giddily 
walked down the section and to the 
nearby road by the two Johns. There I 
was sat on the sidecar presumably ridden 
down by Arthur, for my trip to the finish.  If 
it looks as though I had nothing to say in 
the matter, that was certainly so; I wasn’t 
contributing to proceedings at all. The first 
thing I remember clearly was seeing a 
signpost saying Minehead 13. 

 
Suffice it to say that that was a jolly long 
13 miles. On arrival we stumbled into the 
Rugby Clubhouse. Geoff Westcott’s sister 
Jill, bored waiting for someone to finish, 
took me to Minehead Hospital A&E. 

 
They were wonderful, simply wonderful. 
‘Oh, isn’t it lucky, our X-ray lady’s here’ 
and we all looked at the mess my arm was 
in. It wasn’t straight any more. ‘Nasty 
break,’ said the doctor cheerfully, I had a 
few lungfuls of gas of some sort, horrid 
pain, and ‘That’s a bit better,’ said he. 
Much better to look at anyway. Then it 
was off to Taunton in an ambulance car, 

trying to explain to the driver what a trial 
was, to see an expert. 
 
Arthur rode rather shakily back to the 
finish again, and told everyone what had 
happened; problem was, he hasn’t passed 
his driving test yet and there was this van 
and trailer to get back to Oxford… John H. 
sped into action, donning his reading-
glasses-on-a-string, consulting a road 
atlas and organising my rescue. Neil 
Browne found he’d agreed to drive our 
Transit to Taunton; his sister and 
passenger Julia drove their van. John led 
the way with his car and trailer after a bit 
of phoning and texting. 
 
Another sidecar man (unaccountably not 
entered) Malcolm Brown, back in Thame, 
was about to have lunch with his son 
Steve when they received the call.  ‘Fancy 
a trip to Taunton?’ 
 
At Taunton I met a very grumpy 
orthopaedic surgeon, I’d wrecked his 
Sunday. I asked if I could leave my 
revoltingly muddy bag and jacket in the 
cubicle – ‘As long as you understand that I 
can’t take responsibility for them’. Would 
you steal those? I asked and he cheered 
up a bit. After being X-rayed again (‘Oh, 
you’ve seen the Orthopod,’ said a nurse) I 
got the text message: Neil bringing Arthur 
and van to Taunton, Malcolm fetching you, 
stay at hospital. Since I had no idea what 
else I could do but stay there, I did.  
 
A cavalcade of John H., (car and trailer 
with outfit), Neil Browne (Walton van, 
trailer with outfit), and Julia Browne (van, 
trailer with outfit) arrived at Taunton 
Hospital to the amazement of all present. 
Arthur came in to find me and the rest 
dispersed. At last I had that cup of coffee 
– two actually – and was helped with the 
removal of muddy trousers. Human again. 
 
We sat in the waiting room, discussing 
they way we should have approached the 
section and whose fault it was (each 
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claiming the 
blame) until the 
familiar forms of 
Steve and 
Malcolm appeared 
at the doorway. 
Steve cheerfully 
took over our van 
with Arthur, and I 
was tenderly 
ensconced in 
Malcolm’s Jaguar 
to travel home in 
super-luxury; not 
really the journey 
home I’d expected. 
 
And now, a week 
later I’ve got a nice 
new metal plate in the arm, the Exeter’s 
out of course, and as far as next year’s 
Westcott goes? Well, we’re discussing 
how to approach Stetfold Rocks next time, 
and agreeing how lucky we are in our 
friends. 

The 2008 Camel Classic  
by Giles Greenslade 

 

S o the end of another trials season 
and the final Championship 
decider. For 2008 however most 
of the leagues had already been 

decided with David Haizelden wrapping up 
the Crackington on the Allen, Judy Phillips 
already unassailable in the Navigators and 
Adrian Dommett almost certainly the 
winner of his fifth Wheelspin Trophy. 
 
The only change to the above was the 
vague possibility that my class four Beetle 
could come in the top three of the Camel. 
This would result in me overtaking Adrian 
at the top of the Wheelspin championship, 
a very unlikely scenario, although both 
Adrian Marfell in 2006 and Emma 
Robilliard in 2007 had won the event in 
class four. Could the winner of the trial 

therefore come from the same class for 
the third year in a row? 
 
The weather looked good for the day with 
rain the week before and then sun for the 
event itself. What we weren’t quite 
prepared for was just how cold it was 
going to be that morning. Letting tyres 
down at the start of the first section, it felt 
as if frostbite might set in.  
 
The first three sections were all stoppers 
and there was no easy hill in which to get 
the feel of the car. In fact only six cars 
cleaned the first of these of which we were 
fortunately one. As we came out of the 
wooded complex things already looked 
good, we were the only car in class to still 
be clean and one of only three still penalty 
free overall. Just the start required but 
from then on it all went downhill (mostly in 
reverse). 
 

Competitor no 63 on the 2008 Neil 
Westcott Trial 

(Photo by Trevor Short) 
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Section after section proved to be a 
stopper, usually due to lack of grip but on 
the odd occasion simply power. This 
wasn’t necessarily a problem as the trial 
was clearly going to be high scoring. What 
was a problem, for us in particular, was 
watching the 1300 Beetle of Tony Young 
climb hill after hill in front of us. First, he 
pulled out a lead of a couple of points on 
Penkestle One, and then another three on 
Clinnick. We actually died on power 
whereas Tony was heard to lift off as he 
went over the final lip. The escorts all 
struggled for ground clearance with 
Sticker Martin putting in the outstanding 
climb of the class getting to the four 
marker. Ian Moss proved that even with 
little wheels and no clearance that he 
could still get his imp to a three. 
 
Simon Woodall finished his event by 
Clinnick, retiring from the event for the 
third year in a row. Ryan Tonkin was the 
next to drop by the wayside after breaking 
his diff, an unusual occurrence for a small-
engined Beetle. 
 
After pulling a point back on Tony on 
Where there’s a Hedge we then dropped 
another two on Robbydugun. So half way 
and there were still only a few points in it 
for class honours with Emma Robilliard 
just a little further behind again. 
 
Nicola Wainwright was the next to retire 
from our class after dropping a valve on 
Bishopswood Two. Without a restart this 
was a relatively easy hill this year 
although it did catch out Alan Keat who 
wasn’t carrying enough momentum. Class 
six was witnessing another tight battle with 
Adrian Marfell eventually beaten to a very 
rare second place by Matt Facey. 
 
On to Hustyn where Roger Bricknell was 
marshalling the start line. I’d never got my 
Beetle out the top before and have 
preferred to fail half way up than near the 
top due to the steepness of the final 
incline. Emma Robilliard stopped with 

wheels just over the lip but was pushed 
over to save the tricky reverse, unlike Ian 
Moss and Nigel Scotford who both got to 
the two. We gave it everything the car had 
and flew over the final lip, as did Tony just 
behind us.  
 
On to Polmorla and for the first time ever I 
made it over the final hump and burned to 
the four marker. Finally I was sure we had 
pulled some points back, but Roger 
Hoskin then proceeded to tell me that 
Tony had cleaned the hill. An absolutely 
outstanding climb that was equalled by 
Harvey Waters in the Pop. In fact Harvey 
had been the first to attempt the hill and in 
doing so was the first to clean Polmorla in 
six years. 
 
The final three hills were typical of the 
Camel, steep and slippery. On each Tony 
Young again proved how well his car was 
climbing and how well he was driving. 
Dropping a single point on Shellwood he 
was only outclimbed by the class eights of 
Paul Bartleman and Bill Appleton. 
 
The final results were announced at the 
finish and once again a class four had 
managed to finish in the top three. It was 
however Tony Young who had done it and 
took the overall on index of performance. 
Paul Bartleman had a slightly lower points 
score and therefore took the honours in 
ACTC terms.  Tristan White was the best 
Camel Vale member, Dave Haizelden won 
class one and Adrian Dommett class two 
to seal his record fifth Wheelspin 
Championship. Sticker Martin beat 
Andrew Martin to take class three and 
finally, of those not already mentioned, 
Keith Sanders won class five. 
 
Another excellent Camel Classic with 
Hans getting his annual exercise running 
up and down every hill in order to 
implement their unique relief scoring 
system. Thanks to all involved. 
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Red rag to a bull – or a 
challenge I couldn’t resist!                   
PART 2 

by Jonathan Toulmin 
 

T he project to fit an MG Montego 2
-litre fuel-injected engine with 5-
speed gearbox into my Marlin 
continued with the removal of the 

old 1.8 litre “B” series engine and the 
standard Marina (Triumph) 4-speed 
gearbox, which I gave away to a trialling 
friend with a 1.3 litre Marlin. 
 
The badly cracked front bulkhead was 
removed, and the rather tired wooden 
floors taken out and cut up for fire wood 
(I’ll recycle anything)! A quick trial fit of the 
O-Series engine, with the 5-speed 
gearbox attached, proved what I had 
feared – that the gearbox was too large to 
fit into the existing transmission tunnel, so 
the tunnel was taken out also. As the rear 
bulkhead was also cracked, I discarded 
that too! However, even with the inside of 
the car completely naked, and with 
essential parts removed, it was obviously 
going to be a tight fit. I did get the engine 
and box roughly in place, dangling from 
my engine hoist with the gearbox 
mounting consisting of a price of angle 
iron held across the complete chassis by 
two ‘G’ clamps. 
 
From this first trial fit, it was evident that 
there was another problem! The gear-
lever was far too far forward – being right 
under the dashboard, and almost out of 
reach of the driver – oops! Luckily the 
extensive British Leyland parts bin came 
to the rescue – again !! 
 
Sherpa vans using the O series engine 
have used different engine mounts over 
the years. The first ones that I got were no 
use, but a second visit to the scrap yard 
(one specialising in Sherpa vans!!) 
revealed a different design that was just 
perfect. They bolt directly to the engine 

block (not the front plate as on a Marina), 
using a large(ish) round rubber mount that 
might fit directly to the existing Marlin 
chassis mounting point and, the Lord be 
praised, turned out to be exactly the same 
width as the standard Marina/Marlin 
engine mounting set up, so no welding or 
drilling was necessary. 
 
This, of course, did not necessarily put the 
engine in the ‘correct’ place, and anyway 
where was the ‘correct’ place? I was 
mindful of the ACTC rules, which specify a 
maximum distance from the front spark 
plug hole to the front axle centre-line (not 
easy to measure accurately). However, at 
this stage the issue was more about 
physically being able to fit the engine in – 
it was going to be a tight fit! 
 
The engine is slightly longer at the front 
than a B-series because the tooth belt that 
drives the camshaft on the ‘O’ is wider 
than the chain drive on the ‘B’, and the 
belt drive to the water pump and alternator 
is wider with a further additional pulley on 
the front of the water pump which, on a 
Montego, drives the power steering pump. 
Whilst I would not be using a power 
steering pump, the pulley is still there, so 
the front of the engine, using the standard 
Sherpa mounts is pretty close to the 
steering rack, but just OK even allowing 
for some movement of the engine on its 
mounts under heavy braking.   
 
Things get worse at the back of the 
engine! The ‘O’ engine with fuel injection 
has no normal distributor (no contact 
breakers, vacuum advance or centrifugal 
bob weights) - the ignition timing being 
entirely controlled by a “black box” and a 
crankshaft sensor. But it still retains a 
rotor arm and distributor cam, which, 
unfortunately, are driven directly from the 
back of the camshaft, effectively making 
the cylinder head a couple of inches 
longer than a ‘B’ series, and so is very 
very close (too close) to the bulkhead.  
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Someone did warn me that it was not 
possible to fit this engine to a Marlin! 
Actually I must come clean, and I knew 
that it was possible as YKC had built one 
which had been road tested to good 
effect, and I went to see an ‘O’ EFI – 
engined Marlin somewhere near the M25, 
but that would not have been suitable for 
trials as the engine was nearly touching 
the ground. The YKC version had at least 
one feature that I did not like – more of 
that later. 
 
I had a plan, which would not be sensible 
to everyone contemplating this 
“transplant”. As stated previously, the 
car’s bulkhead was cracked almost right 
across the car, so this would be replaced 
anyway. The standard Marlin bulkhead, 
made out of folded aluminium sheet, has a 
step in it just below the pedal assembly. 
This is needed for rigidity to withstanding 
heavy pedal loads, but the folds in the 
aluminium also produce stress-raisers, 
and this is where the cracking occurs. To 
deal with two problems at once, I decided 
that the new bulkhead would have no step 
in it, which would increase the length of 
the engine bay by nearly 1 inch and it 
would be made out of galvanised steel 
sheet, which would be much stronger than 
aluminium. The necessary stiffness would 
be achieved by fitting a ¾” square section 
tube right across the car, and bolted to the 
bulkhead and pedal assembly. 
 
As far as the gear-lever position was 
concerned, the solution proved to be very 
simple and showed an advantage with the 
Rover “modular” engineering system. I 
said before that the LT77 gearbox was 
used in Rover SD1, and some Triumph 
TR7, Morgan and Jaguar models. In these 
applications, the gearbox was fitted with a 
remote gear change and one of these 
could be fitted without any cutting and 
welding, it being necessary only to unbolt 
the “Sherpa” gearlever mounting, and fit 
the “Rover” remote control linkage, the 
gearbox itself being entirely undisturbed. 

The result gave a perfect position for 
lever, appreciably further back than the 
standard Marlin position, which is too far 
forward anyway. 
 
Another gearbox issue was the output 
flange to which the prop shaft connects. 
Surprisingly, the LT77 gearbox is slightly 
shorter than the standard Marina gearbox, 
so the existing prop-shaft would be too 
short and anyway the new gearbox uses a 
larger prop-shaft than the Marina, so the 
existing Marlin prop-shaft would be no 
use, or would need the larger universal 
joint fitted to one end. I left that problem to 
the well-known kit car company in 
Yorkshire should have known how to 
engineer a robust solution. Sadly they did 
not! They made up a larger prop-shaft that 
fitted the gearbox perfectly, but then did 
not fit the rear axle! To overcome this 
problem, they made up an adaptor, with 
an arrangement of bolts such that some of 
the bolts could not be tightened or 
checked without removing another set of 
bolts, nor could they be secured with lock 
nuts or locking wire, so another solution 
had to be found. An alternative solution 
actually proved to be simple and 
dramatically cheaper than the “Yorkshire” 
bad idea.  
 
Sadly I had already paid the Yorkshire 
company real money for their bad idea, so 
I thought that I would have to pay twice for 
the real solution. All that was required to 
achieve the elegant real solution was for a 
small adaptor to be made that would have 
a ‘male’ end that would fit the new 
gearbox, and a ‘female’ end that would fit 
the old prop-shaft, and would be the right 
thickness to make up the distance by 
which the new gearbox was shorter that 
the old one (about half an inch); and the 
new gearbox flange re-drilled to accept 
the smaller size UJ of the Marina prop-
shaft. In the end this adaptor and re-
drilling didn’t cost anything, as it was 
entrusted to a friend who runs an 
engineering company, and despite two 
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reminders he has yet to present me with a 
bill – and that was four years ago! (I hope 
he doesn’t read this!). 
 
The feature of the YKC version that I did 
not like was that the steering column had 
to be modified to clear the induction 
system (plenum chamber). The 
modification was to add an extra universal 
joint and a steady bearing into the steering 
column between the rack and the 
universal joint just rearward of the 
bulkhead. The steady bearing must be 
very firmly fixed, or there will be play in the 
steering, and universal joints are not a 
feature to be welcomed in any steering 
system – even though they are 
extensively used. I was determined to 
leave the steering exactly as standard, so 
the way to achieve a gap between the 
column and plenum chamber was to lean 
the engine over to the left away from the 
column.  
 
 

This was achieved by moving the nearside 
front engine mounting by about two and a 
half inches up the block with a thick steel 
plate. The mounting bolts that would have 
gone into the lower threaded mounting 
bosses on the block, were screwed into 
the upper pair of bosses, and the plate 
had three rows of bolt holes, the upper 
and middle ones being attached to the 
original rubber mounting bracket, with the 
lower and middle ones being bolted into 
the four bosses on the block. There were 
two, fairly minor, disadvantages of doing 
this – one was that the plenum chamber 
moved up, and would poke out further 
through the bonnet, and the other was that 
the gearlever would not be angled slightly 
away from the driver, but an advantage 
was that the exhaust system run would be 
significantly improved. 
 
 
Progress was being made……………to be 
continued 

The 2008 Annual Awards  
by Giles Greenslade 

 

T he 2008 Annual awards were 
once again held at Padbrook 
Country Park and Hotel, just 
outside Cullompton. This is still a 

bit further South West’ish than we would 
ideally like, but allows us to provide what 
we believe to be excellent value for 
money. 
 
Unfortunately the numbers were slightly 
lower than the previous three years, but 
hopefully this will change for 2009 when 
we celebrate twenty-five years of the 
Championships and thirty years of the 
ACTC itself. 
 
The evening did however see almost all 
the award winners in attendance and with 
sponsorship from Richard Egger 

Insurance, we were able to provide free 
wine on the tables with each of the major 
Championship victors displayed on the 
labels. The trophies were kindly presented 
once again by Marjorie Moore, wife of our 
President Robin. 
 
The usual trials discussions took place 
with plenty of stories told, involving many 
“if onlys”. After the awards the music 
began and the dancing and drinking 
continued through to the early hours. We 
were even treated to some interesting 
piano playing by Simon Groves until the 
bar manager pointed out the sign 
requesting that it is not be used by guests. 
 
As already stated 2009 will be the 25th 
anniversary of our Championships and I 
hope we can put on something special, so 
I hope to see you all there. 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration. 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                  £13.30 
Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating 1ltr               £9.99 
 
Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                 £4.25 
Box 10 special price                               £37.50 
CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                £6.75 
Box 10 special price                                           £62.50 
 

Octane Plus – gives your engine a power boost 
250ml treats 50 litres unleaded petrol               £4.75 
Box 10 special price                                    £42.75 
Diesel Power Plus 
500ml treats 500 litres                                       £8.60 
 
Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres      £9.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres              £5.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£9.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel / Fax 01460 66434 
tim@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

 

Beetle Specialist Workshop 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
NB: Although the advice is free, If that advice includes buying a product, it would be polite to buy it from us 
Stockists of Superblend Zero Lead 2000 – FBHVC Approved Lead Substitute – Will deliver to most trials 
 

Ballards Place  Eardiston  Tenbury Wells  Worcs  WR15 8JR 
Tel:  01584-881348                                          Fax:  01584-881684 

 
E-Mail:  BSW_HOLDINGS@COMPUSERVE.COM 

Spare Wheel Carriers 

T4 Engines 

Carburettor Kits 

“Next Generation” Parts 

I.R.S. Conversions 

Free Advice 

Oversize Barrels 

Restorations 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

S o, history does repeat itself. As 
explained in Section Ends - Re-
Start March 2008 - in 1977 Team 
Beetling, consisting of Philip 

Mitchell, David Turner and myself all 
driving Volkswagen powered cars set out 
and won the M.C.C. Annual Team 
Championship at the first attempt. For For 

2008 Philip and myself, now accompanied 
by Giles Greenslade driving his 1285cc 
VW Beetle and, as Philip now uses a 
Skoda, named Team Skeetling, in our first 
year of formation also won the Annual 
Team Championship. It was not an easy 
achievement, firstly following the Exeter 
being led by Keith Vipond, John Looker 
and Richard Peck - "Mugs in Bugs" - with 
us taking the lead after winning the team 
award on the exceptionally cold Land's 
End.  

 
However the Championship could have 
been won by the" Mud Plugging Maidens", 
consisting of Emma Wall (Ford Escort), 
Kelly Thomas (Ford Escort) and Nicola 
Wainwright (VW Beetle) on 44 points or 
Dudley Sterry (MG J2), Duncan Welch 
(Austin Healey) and Eric Wall (Dellow 
Mk1) on 40 points against our total of 50. 
On the Edinburgh the non-traditional and 
in my view totally unnecessary route 
deviation to Moneystones, which most 

annoyingly cost some their Triple Awards, 
actually worked in our favour - sometimes 
we all need an element of luck! 
 
Back to the Future - 1977 - after the 
summer recess I competed in the Singer 
Owners Club Jubilee Trial and Inter 
Association Team Trial. This was very 
much a Production Car Trial attracting fifty
-seven entries with many of the renowned 
aficionados of that branch of our sport 
competing. The Midland "B" Team 

Team Beetling 1977 
 

Dennis Greenslade                          Phillip Mitchell                                  David Turner 

46 

consisting of John Hodgson (1275cc Mini), 
Dennis Wells (Skoda Combi) and Malcolm 
Brown (1098cc Austin Healey Sprite) won 
the major team award, the South Western 
team not scoring following the retirement 
of Richard Uren's 875cc Hillman Imp. I 
was not representing any Association but 
competing in the Combined One Make 
Car Club's trials championship. I came 
fourth overall but beaten in the class by 
Alan Foster's 1584cc VW Beetle. The 
overall winner was Mike Hinde driving a 
998cc Hillman Imp. 
 
It was former RAC Production Car Trials 
champion Mike Hinde and I, who at the 
turn of 1976, proposed the introduction of 
a national classic trials championship. The 
various clubs were un-coordinated and it 
appeared that there was an increasing 
level of interest in the classic style of trials, 
which were now more prolific with entries 
for production car trials decreasing. Whilst 
we realised that we could not return to the 
heyday of trials of the 1930s we believed 
that a championship would prove 
attractive to the seasoned competitor and 
would encourage prospective entrants to 
the sport.  
 
Our proposals were very much in an 
embryonic state and although not 
accepted in totality they soon led to the 
introduction of the David Paull National 
Championship (Cornish Hillman Imp driver 
David Paull was the sponsor), which was 
very successfully administered by Chester 
Motor Club for a number of years. 
 
The proposals were to include the three 
M.C.C classics, Stroud and District Motor 
Club's Cotswold Clouds, Minehead Motor 
Club's Exmoor, Woolbridge Motor Club's 
Vogue Motors (now the Hardy), Maidstone 
and Mid-Kent's Tyrwhitt-Drake (now no 
longer run as a true classic), Sporting 
Owner Drivers' Club's Conquest, Camel 
Vaie Motor Club's Wadham Stringer and 
Bristol Motor Club's Alien. Perhaps more 
on the David Paull championship, the fore-

runner of the A.C.T.C championship, in 
future articles in Section Ends. 
 
Clearly interest in classic trials was on the 
increase. In the autumn of 1977 Silverton 
Motor Club decided to promote their 
Tyreservices Trial. The event was 
sponsored by the company of that name 
and it provided decals for each competing 
car plus oil and a temporary portable 
windscreen to each class winner. 
 
The Ruffwell hotel on the A396 between 
Exeter and Tiverton served as the trial 
headquarters, start, lunch (yes, we had 
lunch halts in those days!) and finish 
controls. It was from here that the route 
headed north of the village of Silverton to 
three closely situated sections followed by 
two more hills near the hamlet of 
Stockleigh Pomeroy. Whilst the tests were 
interesting owing to the very dry 
conditions most cars were through with 
very little penalty.  
 
It was the section known as Stumpy Wood 
which caused problems as apart from 
negotiating various tree stumps along the 
route (or should that be root?) it contained 
a large hump which, if climbed, needed a 
quick left turn to avoid hitting a rather 
large tree. Simon Woodall's VW Buggy 
approached said tree at speed 
endeavouring to move it but not 
unsurprisingly said tree remained 
steadfastly fixed! 
 
The sections at Iron Hill and Heifer 
Paradise were rougher than anticipated 
but it was the very long climb at the 
double section at Quarry, which caused 
problems, particularly after the re-start. 
The only clean climb was achieved by 
Simon, some recompense for hitting the 
tree earlier in the day, although David 
Turner almost made it in his VW Beetle. 
Only seven cars managed to negotiate a 
very tight left-hander through a stream at 
Sheep Dip but the remaining sections 
were rather easy in the dusty conditions. 
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Championship Chat  
 
Looking back over the 2008 season I think 
that we have all had a pretty good year, 
notwithstanding the fact that we lost the 
Exe Valley event mid-way through the 
season.  
 
One thing I do find slightly worrying and 
that is the increasing proportion of our 
members who enter ‘Retired’ as their 
occupation on the ACTC Entry Form. 
Don’t get me wrong. I’m all in favour of 
being retired, but I do think that we need 
to go all out to encourage more younger 
people (which in this context I guess 
means over 50!!) into the sport. 
 
2009 may well be a very difficult season 
with the dreaded credit crunch and 
depression in place. Already it is clear that 
the number of ACTC entrants for all 
categories is down on what it was this 
time last year. This is particularly the case 
amongst the motorcyclist entrants.  

 
So a plea: Those of you who have been 
meaning to send off your entry form 
please do as soon as possible so that you 
continue, or start, to receive you SRs for 
events direct. And if you have decided not 
to compete in 2009, why not take out a 
subscription to Restart so that you can 
keep in touch with what’s going on. 
 
The E-Regs system will continue to 
operate in 2009, as will the new E-
Results system, where I will send results 
for the one day events out to those 
contenders who have registered for E-
Regs, whether they competed in the event 
or not. 
 
You will have read elsewhere of the loss 
for 2009 of the Northern and Chairman’s 
Trophy events. This reduces the car 
events to 14, so it will again be ‘Best 9’ 
scores to count for the championships. 
 
 
 
 

Dust was also in abundance during the 
long rally type speed test with the local 
photographers seemingly delighted at the 
spectacle. This would be an event worthy 
of the newly proposed championship. 
 
The Sporting Owners Driving Club's 
Conquest Trial, for that autumn was for 
the first time being held on the road using 
tracks and bridleways in the Chilterns and 
was won by Bob Rule driving his VW 
Beetle who together with Reg Taylor 
(Ford) and Geoff Jackson (Dellow) were 
all on zero penalties. Bob was  -
exceedingly quick on both speed tests. I 
dropped a single point coming fourth 
overall and a class win with Sue Halkyard 
in her ubiquitous Austin Seven winning the 
ladies prize on only three penalties. 
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Now on to the champions of 2008 
 
The two protagonists from 2007 also 
fought out the top two places in the 
Wheelspin in 2009, with Adrian Dommett 
(Wheelspin Trophy) again condemning 
Dudley Sterry (Autofarms Trophy) to 
second place.  
 
In an excellent third place was Tris White 
(Stalwarts Trophy), who, not content with 
his very powerful Imp in class 7, has now 
decided to come out and play in class 8 in 
2009 is his newly acquired Troll. Fourth 
place was occupied by Giles Greenslade 
(Dellow Trophy) and his Beetle whilst the 
Cloudsmans Trophy was well earned by 
Sticker Martin. Apparently Sticker can’t 
make up his mind which pleases him 
more; this trophy or becoming a Granddad 
again. 
 
The Crackington Cup deservedly went to 
Dave Haizelden, who won his class ten 
times on the one-day events during the 
course of the season. Apart from one 
retirement on the Exmoor that was clean 
sweep in all the one-day events he 
entered  
 
Bill Bennett won the Mottershead and 
Smith cup in second place and the 
Enthusiasts Cup for third pace was well-
won by Nicola Wainwright. Good to see 
the ladies represented at the top.  
 
Tony Young, having forsaken class 8 for 
the time being, obviously had a good year 
in his very smart Beetle and captured the 
Mike Stephens Cup in fourth place, with 
Harvey Waters taking the Pegasus Cup 
in fifth place. 
 
Judy Phillips retains her Navigators’s 
League Woolbridge Trophy for getting 
Adrian to all the right places and bouncing 
the Wolseley up the hills and we have a 
new name on the Sportsman’s Trophy 
for second place, which goes to Dale 
Bazely. Liz Bennett completes the 

awards list for the Navigators in third, but 
a special mention to Dick Munns for a 
very creditable fourth place. 
 
The Team League was quite a close run 
thing, with only a relatively few points 
separating first and second. But in the end 
the JVs team consisting of Dean 
Partington, Giles Greenslade, Bill 
Bennett and Tony Young won the Troll 
Trophy. 
 
I would like to say very well done to all the 
people won actually won a trophy; 
commiserations to those that came close 
and the best of luck to all competitors in 
2009. See you on a hill or two in 2009. 
 

Chris Phillips 

5th Bovey Down single venue 
clubsport classic trial for cars 

organised by Windwhistle Motor 
Club 

 
Venue located near Seaton, Devon 
MR 192/203913  
 

Sunday 26th April 2009  
 
No competition licence required. 
Maximum entry is 40. Day 
membership of Windwhistle Motor 
Club available  
 
Ideal event for novices - entries from 
younger drivers will be accepted 
provided the passenger seat is 
occupied by an experienced trials 
driver over the age of 25.  
 
Valuable daylight attempts at Clinton, 
Norman's Hump and other sections in 
the woods, catering van, loo.  
 
Marshals welcomed. 
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EX CH EXM COT NOR LE KYR ILK T&T EDI EXC TAM HAR ALL CAM Best 9 TTL EV
Adrian Dommett 5 4 10 8 3 4 5 10 7 4 57 60 10
Dudley Sterry 5 7 3 9 1 5 9 5 1 2 10 55 57 11
Tris White 5 2 3 8 7 3 9 4 5 8 52 54 10
Giles Greenslade 5 5 4 10 5 3 9 8 49 49 8
Sticker Martin 5 8 7 6 5 1 8 5 45 45 8
Dean Partington 5 6 5 9 2 5 10 42 42 7
Nicola Wainwright 3 6 9 5 8 1 8 1 41 41 8
Bill Bennett 5 9 7 5 3 6 35 35 6
Tony Young 3 3 10 7 9 32 32 5
Andrew Martin 5 9 8 5 1 2 30 30 6
David Haizelden 3 1 4 5 5 6 24 24 6
Andrew Rippon 5 10 5 4 24 24 4
Simon Woodall 7 3 6 8 24 24 4
Michael Chatwin 6 8 7 1 22 22 4
Paul Bartleman 3 7 2 10 22 22 4
Dick Bolt 3 5 4 3 3 2 20 20 6
David Foreshew 10 6 16 16 2
Adrian Marfell 10 5 15 15 2
Simon Groves 5 1 5 3 14 14 4
Kelly Thomas 5 3 6 14 14 3
Duncan Welch 3 1 1 9 14 14 4
Harry Butcher 5 5 1 11 11 3
Tim Foster 3 5 2 1 11 11 4
Stuart Harrold 3 5 2 1 11 11 4
Stuart Roach 5 3 3 11 11 3
Emma Robilliard 5 3 3 11 11 3
Mike Workman 5 6 11 11 2
Harvey Waters 5 1 3 2 11 11 4
Mark Endley 1 3 7 11 11 3
John Looker 5 5 10 10 2
Richard Peck 5 5 10 10 2
Mark Smith 5 5 10 10 2
Courtenay Yandle 5 5 10 10 2
Stephen Bailey 5 1 3 9 9 3
Nick Farmer 5 4 9 9 2
Michael Leete 5 3 8 8 2
Brian Partridge 3 5 8 8 2
Mark Tooth 5 3 8 8 2
Brian Colman 5 1 1 7 7 3
Ed Nikel 1 3 3 7 7 3
Jonathan Toulmin 1 3 3 7 7 3
Barry Clarke 1 5 6 6 2
John Cox 6 6 6 1
Ian Cundy 5 1 6 6 2
John Ludford 3 3 6 6 2
Murray Montgomery-Smith 3 3 6 6 2
Peter Mountain 5 1 6 6 2
Robin Preedy 3 3 6 6 2
Paul Allaway 5 5 5 1
Terry Ball 5 5 5 1
Colin Biles 5 5 5 1
Peter Hart 5 5 5 1
Mike Pearson 5 5 5 1
Colin Perryman 5 5 5 1
Bill Rosten 5 5 5 1
Mark Rosten-Edwards 5 5 5 1
Mal Allen 3 1 4 4 2
David Bache 1 3 4 4 2
Nick Cleal 1 3 4 4 2
Ian Davis 3 1 4 4 2
Graham Price 4 4 4 1
Terry Coventry 3 3 3 1
Nigel Hodkinson 3 3 3 1
David Miller 3 3 3 1
Ian Moss 3 3 3 1
Sam Payne 3 3 3 1
Stephen Potter 3 3 3 1
John Sargeant 3 3 3 1

Wheelspin League 2008
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EX CH EXM COT NOR LE KYR ILK T&T EDI EXC TAM HAR ALL CAM Best 9 TTL EV
David Haizelden 3.0 10.3 R 10.4 10.4 5.0 10.3 10.4 5.0 10.5 10.4 10.4 10.6 10.4 93.8 117.1 13
Bill Bennett 5.0 10.3 9.4 9.5 5.0 9.2 10.8 9.2 3.0 9.2 9.2 10.6 9.8 9.2 88.0 119.4 14
Nicola Wainwright 3.0 10.0 10.6 8.0 9.5 5.0 9.9 6.7 10.8 10.5 6.4 8.7 8.8 R 86.8 107.9 13
Tony Young 8.6 9.0 8.5 10.9 8.8 8.5 10.4 9.7 7.8 10.8 85.2 93.0 10
Harvey Waters 5.0 5.8 7.0 8.7 1.0 8.0 6.9 8.6 9.8 7.0 9.5 9.0 8.9 76.5 95.2 13
Colin Biles 5.0 9.2 8.3 9.2 R 10.5 8.4 10.3 7.6 7.5 76.0 76.0 9
Andrew Martin 5.0 10.4 10.0 5.0 7.0 7.6 1.0 9.0 10.9 10.0 74.9 75.9 10
Ian Cundy 5.0 1.0 9.4 9.4 50.0 74.8 74.8 5
Keith Sanders 10.3 10.3 10.4 10.4 9.6 10.5 10.2 71.7 71.7 7
Dick Bolt 3.0 9.8 10.0 3.0 6.0 8.9 10.7 3.0 10.4 9.3 71.1 74.1 10
Simon Groves 5.0 8.8 8.0 9.7 5.0 7.9 8.7 3.0 8.3 6.9 5.0 68.3 76.3 11
Dean Partington 5.0 9.0 10.7 10.0 R 8.8 5.0 11.0 59.5 59.5 7
Gary Browning 10.4 10.3 10.3 9.3 9.5 8.6 58.4 58.4 6
Emma Robilliard 5.0 11.0 8.9 6.8 9.5 6.7 8.8 56.7 56.7 7
Andrew Rippon 5.0 8.0 10.6 5.0 7.8 11.0 R 7.9 55.3 55.3 7
Paul Bartleman 3.0 6.0 11.0 9.9 9.7 10.4 50.0 50.0 6
Thomas Aldrian 10.2 8.3 10.2 9.4 9.5 R R 47.6 47.6 5
Michael Chatwin 10.0 9.7 9.0 10.0 R 8.4 47.1 47.1 5
Brian Colman 5.0 9.0 10.0 1.0 6.0 10.0 41.0 41.0 6
Simon Woodall 8.0 8.00 6.0 10.0 9.0 R 41.0 41.0 5
Matthew Facey R 10.3 10.3 9.3 10.6 40.5 40.5 4
Mal Allen 3.0 11.0 9.0 1.0 8.0 8.0 40.0 40.0 6
Michael Leete 5.0 5.0 6.5 5.9 9.7 3.0 4.8 39.9 39.9 7
Kelly Thomas 5.0 3.0 5.0 10.9 5.9 8.0 37.8 37.8 6
Murray Montgomery-Smith 3.0 7.0 7.0 9.0 5.6 3.0 R 3.0 37.6 37.6 7
Nick Farmer 7.0 8.7 5.0 R 8.0 8.4 R 37.1 37.1 5
Nick Cleal 9.5 8.4 1.0 R 8.4 9.6 36.9 36.9 5
John Wilton 1.0 8.3 8.4 R 8.6 8.8 35.1 35.1 5
Peter Jones 9.4 6.6 8.5 10.3 34.8 34.8 4
Tim Foster 8.0 9.0 6.7 3.0 6.0 32.7 32.7 5
Adrian Marfell R 11.0 10.5 9.6 31.1 31.1 3
Alan Mills 9.3 8.5 7.4 5.6 30.8 30.8 4
Stuart Harrold 3.0 3.0 0.0 7.7 5.0 7.0 1.0 3.0 29.7 29.7 7
Nigel Jones R 3.0 7.5 3.9 8.7 4.8 1.0 R 28.9 28.9 6
Jonathan Toulmin 1.0 10.0 6.0 3.0 3.0 5.0 28.0 28.0 6
Stephen Potter 3.0 9.3 7.4 7.8 27.5 27.5 4
John Looker 5.0 8.4 8.3 5.0 26.7 26.7 4
Richard Peck 5.0 7.4 9.3 5.0 26.7 26.7 4
Stuart Roach 5.0 9.3 3.0 3.0 5.8 26.1 26.1 5
Julian Lack 1.0 4.0 7.0 4.0 7.0 1.0 2.0 26.0 26.0 7
Bill Rosten 5.0 8.0 6.0 6.8 25.8 25.8 4
Colin Perryman 5.0 5.0 7.7 4.0 3.9 25.6 25.6 5
Jim Walsh 6.6 5.8 5.7 6.8 24.9 24.9 4
Duncan Welch 3.0 8.4 1.0 R 1.0 9.3 22.7 22.7 5
James Shallcross 7.4 R 7.4 7.6 R 22.4 22.4 3
Brian Alexander 5.6 7.5 8.6 21.7 21.7 3
David Foreshew 11.0 R 10.0 21.0 21.0 2
Mike Workman 5.0 7.0 7.0 2.0 21.0 21.0 4
Dave Sargeant 7.0 7.0 6.9 20.9 20.9 3
Terry Coventry 3.0 9.4 8.3 20.7 20.7 3
Eric Smith 6.0 3.0 8.5 2.9 20.4 20.4 4
John Cox R 10.6 9.5 R 20.1 20.1 2
Robert Hodgkinson 6.0 5.00 3.0 6.0 20.0 20.0 4
Stephen Kenny R 9.0 2.0 9.0 0.0 20.0 20.0 3
Jonathan Ellwood 6.0 7.0 6.0 19.0 19.0 3
Ian Moss 3.0 7.9 7.8 18.7 18.7 3
Mark Smith 5.0 8.3 5.0 R 18.3 18.3 3
Chris Symons 9.3 8.3 17.6 17.6 2
Mark Tooth 5.0 9.4 3.0 17.4 17.4 3
Paul Allaway 9.4 5.0 14.4 14.4 2
Peter Mountain 5 0.0 1.0 8.3 14.3 14.3 3
Jonathan Elliott 4.8 2.0 R 7.4 14.2 14.2 3
John Ludford 3.0 8.0 R 3.0 14.0 14.0 3
Michael Pocock 4.9 7.7 12.6 12.6 2
Christopher Stephens 5.0 7.5 12.5 12.5 2
Tony Branson 8.0 4.0 12.0 12.0 2
Tim Smith 9.0 3.0 12.0 12.0 2
Peter Hart 6.6 5.0 R 11.6 11.6 2
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EX CH EXM COT NOR LE KYR ILK T&T EDI EXC TAM HAR ALL CAM Best 9 TTL EV
JVs

Giles Greenslade 5.0 11.0 9.6 10.0 10.5 5.0 7.8 3.0 7.5 9.4 10.7 10.8 9.8
Dean Partington 5.0 9.0 10.7 10.0 R 8.8 5.0 DNC DNC DNC 11.0 DNC
Bill Bennett 5.0 10.3 9.4 9.5 5.0 9.2 10.8 9.2 3.0 9.2 9.2 10.6 9.8 9.2
Tony Young 8.6 9.0 8.5 10.9 8.8 DNC 8.5 10.4 9.7 7.8 10.8
Team Total 15.0 30.3 0.0 28.4 30.7 0.0 30.1 0.0 26.8 11.0 25.2 29.0 31.0 31.6 29.8 267.7 318.9 12

Bump and Grind
Andrew Martin 5.0 10.4 10.0 5.0 7.0 7.6 1.0 DNC 9.0 DNC 10.9 10.0
Sticker Martin 5.0 9.4 10.8 9.0 10.7 10.0 9.9 9.7 1.0 8.8 10.3 10.7 8.9 11.0
Dick Bolt 3.0 9.8 10.0 3.0 6.0 8.9 10.7 3.0 10.4 9.3 DNC DNC DNC
Bill Rosten 5.0 8.0 6.0 DNC 0.0 DNC DNC DNC 6.8 DNC
Team Total 15.0 27.8 30.6 25.0 0.0 0.0 23.0 0.0 28.0 5.0 0.0 28.6 0.0 26.6 0.0 209.6 209.6 9

More Bump and Grind
Paul Bartelman 3.0 6.0 DNC DNC 11.0 9.9 9.7 DNC 10.4
Simon Groves 5.0 8.8 8.0 9.7 5.0 7.9 7.7 3.0 DNC 8.3 DNC 6.9 5.0
Harvey Waters 5.0 5.8 7.0 8.7 1.0 8.0 6.9 8.6 DNC 9.8 7.0 9.5 9.0 8.9
Dudley Sterry 5.0 10.0 10.7 11.0 1.0 6.0 8.8 10.8 5.0 6.0 10.9 10.3 4.0 DNC
Team Total 15.0 0.0 25.3 26.0 0.0 7.0 0.0 23.6 27.1 0.0 26.8 29.1 29.5 19.9 24.3 231.6 253.6 11

Mud Plugging Maidens
Nicola Wainwright 3.0 10.0 10.6 8.0 9.5 5.0 9.9 6.7 10.8 0.0 10.5 6.4 8.7 8.8 R
Kelly Thomas 5.0 3.0 5.0 10.9 DNC 0.0 DNC DNC DNC 5.9 8.0
Emma Robilliard 5.0 11.0 8.9 6.8 DNC 9.5 DNC 6.7 DNC 8.8
Emma Wall 0.0 DNC 3.0 DNC DNC DNC 6.8 DNC
Team Total 13.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.0 23.8 0.0 0.0 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 21.5 0.0 69.3 69.3 5

Team League 2008

EX CH EXM COT NOR LE KYR ILK T&T EDI EXC TAM HAR ALL CAM Best 9 TTL EV
Judy Phillips 5.0 10.7 10.4 10.5 3.0 10.2 10.2 5.0 10.2 10.2 9.6 10.8 10.2 93.4 116.0 13
Dale Bazely 5.0 9.4 10.8 9.0 10.0 9.9 1.0 10.3 10.7 8.9 11.0 90.0 96.0 11
Liz Bennett 5.0 10.3 9.4 9.5 5.0 10.8 9.2 3.0 9.2 9.2 10.6 9.8 9.2 88.0 110.2 13
Dick Munns 9.2 8.3 9.2 R 10.5 8.4 10.3 7.6 7.5 71.0 71.0 8
Chris Phillips 3.0 3.0 10.7 0.0 7.7 5.0 6.0 7.0 10.8 1.0 10.9 3.0 64.1 68.1 11
Lorraine Rippon 5.0 8.0 10.6 7.8 11.0 R 7.9 50.3 50.3 6
Jade Bray 5.0 10.0 7.0 5.0 3.0 3.0 9.0 5.0 47.0 47.0 8
Tina Allaway 3.0 10.3 8.7 5.0 8.0 6.9 41.9 41.9 6
John Rhodes 5.0 9.0 10.0 1.0 6.0 10.0 41.0 41.0 6
Paul Gregory 5.0 7.4 9.3 5.0 26.7 26.7 4
Scott Kelly 5.0 8.4 8.3 5.0 26.7 26.7 4
Becey Macey 5.0 10.4 10.0 25.4 25.4 3
Sue Ludford 3.0 8.0 R 4.0 5.0 20.0 20.0 4
Donny Allen 3.0 11.0 1.0 15.0 15.0 3
Jim Mountain 5.0 0.0 1.0 8.3 14.3 14.3 3
Rebecca Lack 1.0 7.0 4.0 2.0 14.0 14.0 4
Jayne Sargeant 7.0 6.9 13.9 13.9 2
Carlie Hart 6.6 5.0 R 11.6 11.6 2
Caroline Kenny 9.0 2.0 11.0 11.0 2
Anne Whellock 4.0 6.9 10.9 10.9 2
Janet Bailey 5.0 1.0 3.0 9.0 9.0 3
Andy Hellings 6.0 R 6.0 6.0 1
Katasi Kironde 5.7 5.7 5.7 1
Eileen Lowson 2.0 2.0 2.0 1
Virginia Endley 1.0 R 1.0 1.0 1
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
9th January 2009 Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
18th January  Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
25th January Exmoor North Devon MC Championship (C/M) 
1st February Cotswold Clouds Stroud Championship (C) 
8th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
14th February Northern Fell Side Championship (C/M) 
14th February  Exmoor Fringe VSCC * 
15th February Launceston L&NCMC * 
22nd February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
1st March Camel Heights Camel Vale ACTC invite 
7th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
8th March March Hare Falcon ACTC invite 
14th March  Hereford VSCC * 
15th March Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 
22nd March President’s Camel Vale * 
29th March Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
10th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
18th April Kimber MGCC * 
19th April Scottish VSCC * 
26th April Bovey Down Windwhistle * 
27th April Sphinx Cheltenham Championship (M) 
17th May Ilkley Ilkley MC Championship (C/M) 
12th September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
20th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
3rd October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
10th October Ebworth Stroud * 
10th October Welsh VSCC * 
18th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
25th October Tamar Launceston Championship (C/M) 
6th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
29th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
3rd December Camel Camel Vale Championship (C) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible. 
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