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The Fack Trials Differential 
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A bolt in conversion for Escort & BMC ‘A’ Series axles 
Now well known in classic trials as well as sporting trials where it originated, this 
unit has solve the diff problem for those cars using Escort or BMC ‘A’ series axles. 
Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, instead of two in 
the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller bearings. No production 
components are used, and the superb new casing is machined from solid high 
grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £520 (no VAT, while stocks last) but what price can you 
put on having the confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your 
results are bound to improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and 
still be able to drive home after the event!  
 

All spares still available 
 
 

Julian Fack, Orchard Farm, Shareshill, Wolverhampton WV10 7LE 
Or leave a message on 07812 108 588 at any time 

 
j.fack@virgin.net 
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EDITORIAL 

Editor: Pat Toulmin 
Northbrook            Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands        Jonathan Toulmin 
Heath End         Tel:  01789 731332  
Snitterfield                                        jonathan@toulmin.info      
Stratford on Avon                    
CV37 0PP         
Tel:   01789 731332                    ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
pat@toulmin.info       
 
Jonathan has been competing in motorsport from the early 1970s—both in trials and 
hillclimbs & sprints. His highest point was 8th in the British Sprint Championship in the 
1980s. However he had a 14 year break from the tarmac, mostly due to pressure of 
work. When a couple of years ago he, now retired from Land Rover, said that he would 
like a  test day at the Curborough sprint course in his 1100 cc K series engined Lola 
single seater I knew that this was the first step back towards his competing seriously 
again. I was right of course—he hadn’t forgotten how to drive quickly and the ‘bug’ was 
back  and of course this year he is back in the championship! 
 

So to cut a long story short one brief season with the Lola showed that, as the only car-
engined car in the 1100 cc class, he was not as competitive as he had hoped. At the 
end of the season Rodney Barbour was selling the Suzuki engined Marengo 2 and 
Jonathan made him an offer he couldn’t refuse! The car changed hands at the Shelsley 
Walsh centenary meeting—the cheque was handed over in the top paddock after 
Rodney’s last run, courtesy of a mutual friend, who happened to be clerk of the course! 
 

The reason for the above is that since we have been back on the speed scene I have 
realised that there are quite a few trials drivers, who like Jonathan, also do a speed 
discipline. I feature the ones we have bumped into this year in the centre spread. You 
may know more of course…………... 
 
And of course it was ever thus. Jonathan’s father was successful on the Craigantlet 
hillclimb in 1936 in his Cream Cracker 
and he also won a scratch race at 
Brooklands in his first J2 MG TJ2.  
 

F1 drivers used to enter other races—
for example Jim Clark and his Lotus 
Cortina— I can’t see current FI ’stars’ 
doing that. 
 

Opposite is Maurice Toulmin and Jack 
Bastock with their MGs in the paddock 
at Brooklands. This is before these cars 
were converted to the first Cream 
Cracker cars. 
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J ust occasionally something new 
comes along in our sport, which 
might move the entire sport along 
a new path. This time it was the 

Camel Vale variation on the theme of 
balancing the performance of the different 
classes. The Camel Classic has a 
reputation for being a no holds barred 
event – “Tough but never Rough,” is their 
slogan. In the past this has also meant 
that the championship season finale has 
always had a class 8 bias. This bias has 
never been a problem for the organisers 
as they use index of performance to sort 
out the overall winner.   
 
They have however always been 
conscious of the slant that this gives the 
results when they are expressed as 
marks lost. So this year they came up 
with a novel approach that required no 
tyre pressure limits, and no extra restarts. 
They simply allowed the upper classes (6-
8) through the course, and then adjusted 
the marking on the hills so that the lower 
classes would record similar scores. A 
success? On paper it would seem so. 
Four out of the eight classes were 
represented in the top ten in marks lost 
terms. That is a level that most balanced 
trials would regard as just what they 
wanted. So it seems to work, but is it 
“socially acceptable”. Tyre pressure limits 
were not readily accepted initially but are 
now treated as part of the game.    
 
Restarts are accepted as a necessary 
evil, and events with too many, whatever 
that means are less popular than those 

with fewer. The commonest 
reason that people seem to 
give me for the popularity of 
class 4 over class 6 is the lack 
of restarts. But changing the 
numbers, changing the 
fundamental judgement of how 
far up a hill someone climbed 
that is a whole new world and 
only time will tell if it is 
accepted. 

 
In my last column I was discussing tyres, 
and the problems that car drivers were 
starting to have with tyres that had 
previously been acceptable now 
appearing with the fatal words M&S on 
the sidewall. Those of you who are super 
efficient in sending off for your 2007 
competitions licence and are also close 
readers of the Blue Book will see that the 
2007 version of M6.7.3 has had the word 
pattern slipped into the description. It also 
either cleverly or unfortunately omits to 
define exactly what constitutes an M&S 
pattern but I do think that any competitor 
might argue that any tyre that has a 
pattern previously deemed to be 
acceptable could not possibly be of an 
M&S pattern. 
 
Over the summer, the banter on a certain 
web forum was once again discussing the 
question of insurance for trials cars, per 
event coverage versus the problems of 
explaining to ones insurer exactly what a 
classic trial constitutes. There is an 
undercurrent that the additional cost of 
going to a broker who can give this cover 
makes their quote uncompetitive. But 
have you really done the maths? The 
Exeter this year charged £15 for 
insurance. If that is extended over just the 
three MCC events, then your per event 
insurance is costing you an additional 
forty five pounds per year. Is the 
alternative quote more that that? Your 
cheapo insurance may have said they 
would cover you for trials, but do they 
know what that really entails? Are they 
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actually going to pay out when they 
discover what you have done to the 
suspension and how much ballast you are 
carrying?  
 
More importantly, do you want to find out 
the hard way? Competition Car Insurance 
provides cover for trials cars, and more 
importantly they do so in the full 
knowledge of exactly what a classic trial 
really involves and what modifications are 
likely to have been done to the car. 
Competition Car Insurance provides 
support for both ACTC and ASWMC trials 
championships. Show your appreciation 
by supporting them, and drive confident in 
the knowledge that your cover is not going 
to float away on some dodgy 
misunderstanding on the part of the 
broker. 
 
In the late fifties, car trials found 
themselves at a crossroads. Sporting 
trials cars had become so specialised 
when compared to the sports cars of the 
day that they had events of their own. 
Production cars developed their own 
events, and the MCC continued in its own 
way supporting both camps.  
 
Sporting trials continued to develop and 
pressure from competitors driving cars 
that were really too highly developed to be 
drivable on the public highway resulted in 
events firstly have greatly reduced 
mileages and finally leaving the highway 
altogether. I see a performance gap 
growing between the cars in class 8 and 
the production based classes similar to 
that of the fifties.  
 
At the same time, eco-pressure is growing 
to imply that we should reduce the 
mileage of our events. But history has 
shown us, and some of the current class 8 
cars emphasize the point that reducing 
the mileage just plays into the hands of 
those that would develop their cars with 
less regard for their road performance. 
Should we start to put restrictions on 

these cars bearing in mind that it was the 
lack of such restrictions that saw the 
survival of classic trials through the dark 
ages of the sixties and seventies?  
 
How would we invoke such restrictions 
without throwing the baby out with the 
bathwater? Should we ignore the 
environmental considerations and keep 
event mileages high, with some form of 
time schedule to ensure that the over 
developed cars have to keep up with the 
flow?  
 
Or do we just let nature take its course? 
Will the ramblers force us onto private 
land long before car development? Will 
the environmentalists ban motor sport 
before we can do anything? I believe that 
we are back at that 1950s crossroads and 
we must do something, whatever that 
might be. 

FOR SALE Cannon 
style class 8 special 
with Alfa  Romeo 2 
Litre engine, Alfa 
transaxle drive line 
and  De Dion rear 
suspension 
 
£3500, plus lots of 
spares 
 
Full details: 
Tony Rothin  
01562 850084 
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M y opening words are to 
congratulate our 
championship winners from 
yet another packed trials 

season: Yoshi for the Pouncy, Andrew 
and Anita for the Rose Bowl, David for 
the Crackington and Andrew for 
Wheelspinning his way to victory.  The 
Camel has nearly cheated David before, 
in claiming his only retirement, while I 
also noted the irony that his three golds 
in the ‘major’ classic trials eventually 
counted for nowt in the final reckoning, 
which somehow seems a pity. 
 
Anyway, moving on now…I took on this 
role, as many do, when receiving some 
encouragement by Simon some seven 
years ago.  The time has now come for a 
change, maybe for another form of 
contribution, so to likewise encourage 
you to consider a stint on ACTC’s 
Council, I offer herewith a potted 
summary of the Secretary’s main duties.  
There is, in fact, a nine point ‘job 
description’ which is provided for all 
officers’ roles, and this helps to put a 
‘box’ round what is expected of the 
volunteer. 
 
Job 1. To keep the business of the 
association ticking over and to talk turkey 
over tea and cakes, two meetings are 
held annually in May and October.  All 
officers attend, join in some banter and 
much well considered debate by about 
thirty delegates from the growing throng 
of our member clubs. 
 
Secretary’s task:  generates a meeting 
agenda to include outstanding actions 
and collates any extra material from 
officers that’s cropped up over the 
preceding months.  Then scratches down 
notes during the meetings, and types 
them up into minutes that cover the 
discussed topics such as the recent M&S 
tyre labelling, Rights of Way, the fees 
you pay and the championship quality 
reports.  I’ve adopted a standard minutes 

format that speeds up their production, 
and nowadays distribution is so much 
easier with about 90% zapping out 
through the e-mail ether. 
 
Job 2. Because its competition, you guys 
come up with the wrinkles, while the rule 
men try to keep a lid on things – t’was 
ever thus since even before Colin 
Chapman. So a sub group of officers sit 
on the Technical Panel, handing down 
wise judgments on anything from crafty 
class 7 modifications, unusual engines in 
‘production’ saloons, fearsome fuel tanks 
and imaginative axle linkages. 
 
Secretary: sits on this panel, which in this 
century means chipping in via e-mail to 
proposals and solutions, or simply just 
saying ‘pull the other one!’ 
 
Job 3. Next, this magazine’s literary slot 
provides an opportunity to bring you up 
to speed with topical issues from the 
secretarial angle, or simply to comment 
on events or trends from a personal 
standpoint…a bit like some of you do 
through the letters page. 
 
Secretary:  writes what is hopefully an 
‘informative, educational or entertaining’ 
article for Pat four times a year. 
 
Job 4. As I’ve already noted, our club 
membership grows, and it’s a great 
pleasure to be in contact with 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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www.TJ TyRES.co.uk 
Tom Jefferis 

 

COLWAY tyres supplied and fitted in  
Taunton, Somerset 

please email me for a quote 
 

email: tom @tjtyres.co.uk 
 

mobile: 07745 246106 
 

advice  -  fitting  -  balancing  -  tubes  -  mail order 
 

other makes available 

 

ACTC have produced a club calendar for 2007 
 

A different scenic photograph for each month 
 

Complete with the dates of all ACTC trials—
championship, ACTC invite and closed to club 

 

A4 spiral bound 
 

Only £5 inc. postage 
 

Please send orders to Mrs Pat Toulmin, Northbrook, 4, Briery Lands, 
Heath End, Snitterfield, Stratford on Avon, CV37 0PP 

 

Please make cheques payable to The Association of Classic Trials Clubs 
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prospective clubs and to work towards 
welcoming them into the fold: recent 
successes have been with clubs 
representing members on 2, 3 and 4 
wheels. 
 
Secretary:  responds to club membership 
enquiries through telephone, letter or e-
mail, then arranges to send off the 
appropriate batch of forms to their 
competition secretary. 
 
Job 5.  Spinning off from the above, 
there’s now quite a database of over 50 
officers and delegates stored on my 
Works software, which as I’m sure all 
clubs do, can be accessed for jobs like 
grouping, e-mailing and posting mail to 
everyone. 
 
Secretary:  updates these records, and 
annually circulates a full list to Council. 
 
So these are the routine things, plus a few 
oddies to handle; like for instance the 
recent one from Corgi who fancied making 
trials car models from some of their old 
Beetle and Escort moulds…a nice idea 
but they admitted that only a handful of 

collectors, plus the original car’s owner, 
would probably buy about 50 of each 
model, so what chance of any sales of the 
other 2450 models from the ‘limited’ 
production run?  It’s not quite the same 
business case as reproducing Roger 
Clark’s Escort! 
 
Anyway, all of the info is kept on a CD and 
in tidy files, so here’s an opportunity to 
use your experience to ensure a healthy 
future for classic trials, and to bring ‘the 
word on the street’ into the ‘corridors of 
power’! 
 
I have to say that it’s also a pleasure 
working with a great bunch of officers, all 
of whom are hands-on and run the 
association in a relaxed yet professional 
manner. 
 
So please give myself or Simon a call if 
you’d like to know more, but meantime 
may the grip be with you through 2007. 
 
 

Adrian 

 
4th Bovey Down single venue  

clubsport classic trial in the woods near Seaton in Devon.  
3 valuable daylight a empts at Normans Hump and Clinton plus an 
addi onal 7 sec ons in the woods at around £1.00 a sec on or 

there abouts.  
 

Excellent event for beginners 
 

 Sunday April 29th 2007 
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The 2006 Tamar Trial 
by Phil Parker 

 

I  had been working myself up quite 
badly on the build up to the Tamar trial 
as the previous two years I hadn't 
managed to complete it. Since the Exe 

Valley two weeks previously I had 
refinished a bent wing and door on my Mk 
1 Escort after a very silly run in with a 
stand pipe at the Shell Garage in Crediton. 
I had also stripped and rebuilt the engine, 
then taken the car to a rolling road for a 
tune up.  
 
We arrived at the start in good time for 
scrutineering which was, as ever, fast and 
efficient. This left us plenty of time for 
signing on and breakfast. The weather at 
the start was foggy, but by the looks of it 
was going to be a nice sunny day and we 
weren't to be disappointed.  
 
Section 1 New Langleys had quite a 
queue across the field. We watched a 
Skoda and a few Beetles reaching the first 
corner then being quickly pulled up by a 
very impressive winching system. Then 
came time for the Escorts. Tristan White 
was first to go, he also reached the same 
first corner. K Bassett was in front of us, 
he disappeared around the corner and 
could be heard making a spirited climb. 
We were next to go and my passenger 
Jon commented that "that was going to be 
a hard act to follow". As if the gathering 
crowd and first section butterflies wasn't 
already enough pressure. But we also 
managed to get past the first corner and 
carry on to take a 4. Other notable climbs I 
heard of here were Simon Groves, Sticker 
Martin and Dick Bolt who almost came out 
off the top. 
 
The drive across the field was hairy in 
itself on the wet grass and a slope off to 
the left, onto section 2, Trevilla where 
there was no queue. I've always loved this 
section with its humps and tight turns. Last 

time I tried this section I didn't take it 
tightly enough at the top and couldn't get 
past the tree before the climb out. This 
time I took it much more slowly, lining 
myself up for the final climb out, but it was 
probably too slow as I didn't quite get out, I 
think I got an 1 for my efforts. Talking 
others it seemed that most people 
managed to clear it this year.  
 
Section 3, Trencreak was cancelled for 
cars, apparently as the river at the bottom 
had cut deeply into the banks, it sounded 
like it would have caused delays with 
people getting stuck in the river. Although 
it was proven climbable when a wayward 
Escort managed to go up.  
 
The first special test, Scarsick was a fun 
dash through a small ford for all wheels 
over B then all wheels back over B then 
finish astride C.  
 
Section 4, Oozes Water was for class 0 
only. 
 
Section 5, Tregeare was a fairly 
straightforward climb, as far as I can tell, 
cleaned by all.  
 
Section 6, Petherwin Old Hill was also for 
class 0 only. 
 
Section 7, Ruses Mill was up a tarmac 
road. We knew there were two restarts 
and we were assuming that they were 
going to be on seperate steep hairpin 
corners. So despite it being tarmac, we let 
the tyres down anyway for fear of failing 
just for the sake of a few minutes saved 
pumping the tyres back up at the top. 
When approaching the restart it looked like 
a one box restart, but luckily we realised 
that it was actually two very closely 
spaced lines and you had to stop astride 
both. I am sure it must have caught a few 
out though.  
 
There was a bit of a delay at the bottom of 
section 8, Barratts Mill while Dick Bolt, 
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who had picked up a puncture, was towed 
out. On the section I realised how easily it 
would be to get a puncture on this rough 
section, although it was a fairly 
straightforward climb I wished I hadn't let 
so much air out of the tyres, I trickled up 
managing to avoid any punctures though.  
 
Any memory of section 9, Danescombe 
has unfortunately slipped away into the 
mists of time, but looking at the results 
everybody cleared it. 
 
Section 10, Mineview is an enjoyable 
section due to its length. It’s a fairly 
moderate climb up the first part followed 
by a downhill run, allowing plenty of run up 
for the real steep bit. It can be a bit scary 
at the crest because you can't see where 
you’re going when the track is obscured 
by the bonnet. No restart here for the 
higher classes this year so as far as I can 
tell most people were going clean.  
 
Section 11, Chillerton was another fairly 
straightforward climb. But waiting in the 
queue I was able to have a good look at 
an impressive Beetle with a 2-litre Ford 
Zetec engine sticking out of the back. 
  
I was looking forward to section 12, Angel 
Steps with much trepidation as my past 
two attempts of this really rocky section, 
once in a Sierra Estate, had only seen me 
go just past the killer hump. I thought I had 
messed up again this year too as I 
chickened out a bit and slowed right down 
for the hump. I just managed to get 
enough grip and pick up enough speed 
again to squeeze a clear, despite picking 
up a puncture for my efforts. But we were 
so excited about seeing the top for the first 
time it was price gladly paid. Up to the rest 
stop at the top of the hill and it appeared 
that most people had also cleared Angel 
Steps. We took advantage of the time 
allowed to grab a bite to eat and change 
an inner tube. I also took advantage of the 
fine collection of trial cars parked up in the 
field to take a few photos.  

After lunch and a short drive to section 13, 
Lee Woods which was observed for class 
0 only so a drive through for us, and on to 
section 14, Lee Quarry where we had a 
good opportunity to watch a few others go 
first. From what we could see it looked like 
the best approach was going to be to get 
around the first corner and just floor it. It 
seemed to work anyway, for as far as I 
could tell we seemed to go about as far as 
the other Escorts that had gone before us 
apart from K Bassett who managed to get 
a 6. Unfortunately for us this is just when 
the fun began. We had managed to go 
quite far right on the hill which meant that 
on the way back down we were getting 
very close to a large tree right behind us. 
It looked like the easiest way to get us out 
would be to use a 4x4, but unfortunately it 
couldn't get up the hill far enough to reach 
us so with a great deal of manhandling we 
were freed. But unfortunately by this time 
the 4x4 was now stuck and had to be 
recovered by another 4x4. 
  
On then up the track to the second special 
test, which was on a forked bit of track. 
Forward to stop astride B on the left fork, 
reverse back and drive up the right fork to 
stop astride C. Whilst pumping up the 
tyres we were treated to the gorgeous roar 
of a V8 Marlin carrying out the special 
test.  
 
Off then to section 15, Park Impossible, 
which from memory always seemed to live 
up to its name well, but this year it looked 
totally different with the trees having been 
cleared back and a new route having been 
cut. There were quite a few spectators 
here and I am sure the lack of trees must 
have made this a very entertaining section 
to watch. As I arrived a Beetle was just 
making his attempt, but from where we 
were we couldn't see how he did. I just 
floored it and as we went over the cross 
track it felt like there was quite a bit of air 
between the front wheels and the ground. 
We were very pleased to get a 3.  
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Next to section 16, Sallerton which from 
the start looked like an almost vertical 
climb, a short winding track allowed us a 
bit of a run up, but once we hit the real hill 
we went about a cars length and then 
practically stopped dead. Evidence of 
tracks further up the hill showed that it 
must have been possible and indeed the 
marshal informed us that Sticker Martin 
had done very well. On backing back 
down the escape road we managed to get 
hooked up on a pile of logs which were 
lying to the side, but with some 
manhandling from the ever willing 
marshals and spectators we were soon on 
our way again.  
 
Section 17, Zig Zag is a section that has 
caused me many sleepless nights 
wondering how on earth I was ever going 
to get around that first hard hairpin corner 
as every previous attempt had resulted in 
me sitting firmly on the diff and going 
nowhere fast. Sitting at the bottom of the 
hill the butterflies had returned. I watched 
as Sticker cleared the section, as I heard 
someone quote “as if he was on the A30“. 
Up to the start line and I was still unsure of 
the best way to attack it, so unfortunately I 
just 
charged at 
the corner 
and 
promptly 
bounced 
straight out 
of the ruts 
leaving my 
front offside 
wheel hard 
up against 
the bank. 
But I was 
so 
determined 
that the 
corner 
wasn't 
going to 
beat me 

again this year I wasn't going to give up 
that easily so I just kept flooring it. Jon 
was throwing himself madly about in the 
back, I noticed that we were still creeping 
forwards slowly so something must have 
been working. I could just about see 
people ahead in the dark waving 
frantically for us to keep going, although 
their cheers were drowned by the roar of 
the exhaust. I just kept working the 
steering wheel from side to side and 
working the throttle trying to find grip until 
finally we edged far enough forward to get 
back in the track and gain some speed to 
have a go at the second corner, but 
unfortunately by now we had gained a 
puncture and became stuck fast on the diff 
which meant we had to be recovered by a 
Land Rover. But it didn't matter to us that 
we hadn't cleared the hill because we had 
managed to defeat my Nemesis and get 
around that first corner.  
 
Then to the finish for signing off, also at 
Hallsworthy this year. Third time lucky this 
year, as I had finally managed to get 
completely through a Tamar trial. In doing 
so we had easily had one of the most 
enjoyable days trialling ever. 

K Bassett on New Langleys 
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The 60th Tamar Trial 2006 
by Stephen & Janet Bailey 

 
Janet’s bit..... 
 

A  damp dank foggy morning. 
Competitors signing on in the 
Wilsey Down Hotel Cafe. Mr & 
Mrs Bennett in ACTC jumpers 

stayed in the hotel before the trial. Mr 
Bennett used to compete in motorcycle 
trials up until 1993 & then changed to 4 
wheels (MG J2) & has an MCC Triple. 
They were the only class 2 entrants. 
 
No:5 (D. Tengrove & passenger Jamie 
Bagnall) Sidecar outfit has a new front 
after hitting a tree on the Western Trial in 
Wales (A two day event) he is out for his 
second time after the collision on this trial 
with new shocks, bolts & forks. They 
collected a puncture on the second 
section Trevilla and returned to the start to 
put in a new tube. 
 
John Turner, Clerk of the Course, 
commented that it was a circular route 
going to Marshgate and most favourite 
hills to Lifton Park, which is totally 
different. John said here were 75 entries 
35 bikes, 5 outfits & 35 cars and class 0 
had 2 bikes and 3 cars. 
 
The event was planned in June and there 
was a drive-through in September. The 
course was set out on Saturday. There are 
still 4 sections which are not able to be 
used because of the floods 2 years ago. 
David Uglow in capacity of Trial Steward 
was at the start in his HRG, It used to be 
his father’s and now gets used for MCC & 
VMCC events. 
 
Saturday night, dark, raining, misty. Jill 
Ollis here having ridden from Wedmore 
100 miles away. Graham Makepeace 
around somewhere, presumably joining us 
later. Ian Rennie saying that the fog would 
lift..... 
 

Stephen’s bit...... 
 
Sunday morning. FOG! 
 
Scrutineering, Sign on, then a quick chat 
to the starter Mr Robin Moore and I'm 
away.  
 
Found the first section New Langleys only 
by seeing the rear wheel of another 
competitor that had just overtaken me, 
vanish through what looked like a hedge, 
this turned out to be a very narrow 
gateway I got off to close the gate and 
another three competitors that had missed 
it first time went through. 
 
On reaching the section (a stream to cross 
first then a greasy bank) there was 
number 9, M. Pote on what should have 
been a 250 Kawasaki, surrounded by 
small bits of Honda and still dismantling it. 
That was as far as he would get on the 
day. I collected a large bit of detached 
branch in front of the rear wheel, when I 
went slightly (well OK a lot) off track and 
also collected a 10. Others either collected 
similar scores or went clean - strange....  
 
Section 2 another 10 mmmmmm........ 
Nice section though and just as slippery, 
 
A while later and the first special test 
loomed up. Chris (clear so far) Poel giving 
me the instructions as I had forgotten to 
copy them onto my route map and then to 
section 4 where I met Buster (also clear so 
far) Griffin who later only dropped a 5 on 
the very last section of the day. When I got 
to section 7 Ruses Mill. I caught up with a 
large group waiting to have a go at it. I 
could not recall anything about it or even if 
I had ridden or drove up it before. Chatted 
to Jill (eyes in the mist) Ollis for a while 
and noticed that the rest of the bikes had 
now joined the queue including nos 7 & 8 
(a tad late for the start) A half hour behind 
schedule and anticipating the ''double'' 
restart, the lane wound its way up the hill? 
Tarmac?? No mud?? 
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Restart in Vim (could have been Ajax or 
other similar cleaning related product) its 
hard to tell for the line(s), across the road. 
Caught a few out not sure how. 
 
Hill 8 Barrets Mill. Pogo'ed to the top, the 
first time I had noticed any real difference 
between girder forks and telles. 
 
On getting the tank topped up at the petrol 
stop quite a few riders caught up with me 
(again) including Graham who I 'm sure 
was in front. Then Danescombe and a 
stop by some inquisitive cows to change 
the route map over for the second half. 
 
Angel Steps more like Angel rockery. Then 
onto Tea & Cakes and another little chat 
with Robin at the Village Hall. Found out 
that quite a few had screwed up the last 
section somehow. However no 20 M 
Williams & 21 G Prink (apologies for not 
getting the first names) doing alright, and 
26 T Barnicoat on a Honda 200 only 
putting a foot out for a 6 on the 2nd section. 
 
Lee Quarry, a special test on pine needle 
leaf mould. The competitor two in front of 
me setting off at a very good pace and 
doing a face-
plant in the 
mud on line B. 
The next 
competitor 
also as quick 
and turned on 
the spot with a 
half donut. I 
requested that 
the Marshal 
put away the 
stopwatch and 
get a calendar 
for my attempt. 
One 27-point 
turn later......... 
 
Park 
Impossible 
became Park 

almost possible when I got to the 1 marker 
however it took three of us to extract the 
MAC from the section. 
 
Then Sallerton the last but one Hill. I 
sailed past the entrance and only at the 
last moment saw off to the left a bunch of 
riders waiting, not to have a go but to see 
others attempt it. I rounded the right hand 
bend, got caught in the ruts and stuffed it 
into the bank. ''Just as well'' said the 
nearby marshal ''You’re a lot better off 
down here than up there'' I looked up to 
the top of the cliff where the one marker 
was...... 
 

Chris (clear so far) Poel went past that one 
marker and looking for the section ends 
board almost flipped his XL. How anyone 
got down from there in one bit I don't 
know. Note: Re-name this section..... 
Sallerton-Vert. 
 

Then Zig-Zag with the usual rutted mud 
and the road to the finish. Met up with Tom 
Beckerleg the only other competitor in 
Class D who had a very good day... and 
Jill & the rest of the crew in the Hotel. Very 
pleased that the trial finished at the same 
location as the start. 

Bikes at the start of the Tamar 
(Photo by Janet Bailey) 
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Dear Pat,  
 
Organisers wonder why they can’t 
get marshals. Here are a few 
reasons based on our experience on 
the Exmoor Clouds Trial .  
 
We arrive at section 11.00 a.m. to 
open it at 12.00. First bike arrives 
11.20 a.m. Marshal i/c not arrived 
with paperwork so we cant open 
section. Course opening car arrives 
with no paperwork so we can’t sign 
on and we still can’t open section. 
We take delivery of the radios 
allocated to the section.  
 
Marshal i/c turns up 11.45 a.m. Says 
we don’t need radios as he has a 
set. Hands paperwork to restart 
marshal (me) who takes out the 
results recording sheets and hands 
the rest back including the entry list. 
Glances through the instructions to 
check the restart is for class 8 only. 
Rushes off up the very steep hill with 
the recovery vehicle and get in 
place.  
 
First bike goes up 11.55 a.m. Last 
bike goes through 12.30 a.m. First 
car arrives 1.30 p.m. and last car 
goes through 4.30 p.m. Four and a 
half hours for 60 competitors (20 
bikes and 40 cars). Apparently the 
course opening car got stuck in an 
earlier section so they had to find 
the farmer with a tractor to pull him 
out causing a delay which continued 
through the day. We were section 6. 
6 more sections after us.  
 
 

 
 
Marshal i/c of our section never did 
get to see the section so he did not 
know that we had changed one of 
the tapes around to get rid of the 
wiggle after the restart for the cars. 
Otherwise I think we would still be 
there now.  
 
Lost the recovery vehicle half way 
through, as one of the cars he towed 
out broke a half shaft and lost a 
wheel in the exit after the section 
and the recovery vehicle could not 
get back in place. So four blokes 
had to sit on bonnets and boots to 
get the cars back down the section 
and turned round so they could exit 
front wards.  
 
Two girls with no waterproofs 
operated a holding control so we 
could manage without recovery until 
such time as the recovery vehicle 
could relocate himself by driving 
round the loop, getting past the 
queue of competing vehicles and up 
the section to the holding bay. And 
organisers wonder why they can’t 
get marshals!!!! A great trial by all 
accounts.  
 
We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves 
but without a set of dry clothes to 
change in to we went straight home 
and failed to take advantage of the 
free beer on offer for marshals at 
Raleigh’s Cross. Next time take dry 
clothes.  
 
Tim + Anne Whellock 
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Beware of the Waltons 
by  Sarah Williams 

 
 

T he Westcott is usually one of my 
favourite trials. I have previously 
competed twice on a solo and it is 
always an adventure. I entered 

my first Westcott in 2004. As usual my 
boyfriend Yoshi Adams was working on 
the bikes until late the evening before and 
then trailored them round to my house. As 
we had an early start (5am) we didn’t lock 
the bikes for a quick getaway. 
 
Our dogs were collected by my Dad at 10 
pm and we went straight to bed. 
Immediately Yoshi was snoring. I tossed 
and turned trying to sleep. Then I heard a 
noise like someone shaking my garage 
door. I crept across the house and looked 
out the window. There was a man opening 
my garage door. I shouted to Yoshi. I 
have never seen him move fast except on 
two wheels but in this case he was 
through the house and out the door in 
seconds – STARKERS! This sight would 
be enough to scare most and the would-
be burglars’ drove off. Obviously they 
couldn’t believe their eyes because thirty 
seconds later they drove past the house 
again! As a result of this, we reinforced 
the garage door and said to each other 
‘no-one will get in without a power tool 
now’.  
 
A couple of months later I awoke in the 
middle of the night hearing a small motor 
noise coming from the vicinity of the 
garage. I was quite worried if I woke Yoshi 
he would run after a man with a power 
tool in his birthday suit – you can imagine 
my thoughts! I woke him and said we 
need to be quiet and call the police. He 
crept across to the front of the house 
(naked of course) and found Ben, our dog, 
growling and barking at……. the 
hairdryer!! I had left if on his bed and he 
had laid down on it switching it on! 

Anyway, back to the Westcott. This year I 
had been persuaded to passenger for 
Celia Walton on her wasp outfit.  Every 
one tells me how stable the WASP outfit 
is! As the sidecars go off early, we 
decided to B&B it down in Dunster. Celia 
booked rooms a gorgeous 17th Century 
Pub with really low ceilings and tiny 
doorways. We dropped the bike and trailer 
off at the rugby club before going to the 
B&B. We arranged with a few people to 
meet at our B&B for a meal and drinks. 
We had a lovely meal and loads of wine 
and Yoshi praised Arthur for being a true 
biker, as he doesn’t hold a car licence. 
 
The next morning we went down to an 
early breakfast. Funny, no Celia, no 
Arthur, they are usually prompt. We could 
hear Arthur making a bit of a moaning 
noise upstairs and thought he can’t be a 
morning person. 
 
Suddenly Celia comes running down 
stairs, ‘Arthur has had an accident, does 
anyone know first aid?’  The place was in 
darkness, no staff or light switches to be 
found. Eventually Yoshi finds a first aid kit 
in the kitchen. Arthur had walked into the 
bathroom doorframe, reeled back in pain 
and cut his head open on the clothes 
hooks. There was a big pool of blood, 
which we tried not to look at. Yoshi 
patched Arthur up with a bandage and he 
had a rest upstairs while we had 
breakfast. A true Walton, Arthur insisted 
we go to the start, not to the hospital. He 
was very concerned his passenger had 
driven all the way from Oxford and 
wouldn’t be able to compete and wanted 
to try his helmet over his bandage.   
 
At the start a gentleman kindly offered to 
take Arthur to hospital to allowing us to 
ride the trial. We quickly accepted and 
had a late start. All the other outfits were 
well ahead of us. This was fortunate as 
they wouldn’t see how bad we were but 
unfortunately we couldn’t pick up any tips 
from watching them. 
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The first section Vinegar Hill was an easy 
but slippery muddy rutted track. Easy on a 
solo. Celia instructed me to get over the 
bike anticipating grip would be our main 
problem. The bike was in the right hand 
rut, which got deeper and deeper until the 
outfit tipped. We were very disappointed 
but vowed to learn from this. A 
disappointing start. 
 
The next section was Tony’s Delight. I 
have never done very well on this slippery 
section but hoped it might be easier on an 
outfit. We couldn’t even get enough grip to 
get off the start-line. We embarrassedly 
pushed the outfit through the section. We 
were a bit worried we were out of our 
depth. Then we watched Yoshi ride the 
section on a solo. He spun the bike 
around at the five board. We felt better, if 
Yoshi can’t ride it there wouldn’t be many 
that could. 
 

On to Bakers, again struggled for grip and 
couldn’t get round the corner. We 
ashamedly drove round on the road to the 
special test. Yoshi was already there and 
as we watched him struggle for grip off the 
start line we knew it would be bad. Again 
we couldn’t get off the start line. Celia was 
getting very demoralised by now. ‘Never 
mind’ I said ‘ All we aimed to do is finish, 
we can still do that’. Little did I realise how 
seriously she took this.  
 

Next was Maddocks, we got a five and 
were pleased we got off the start line This 
boosted our confidence a little. 
 
Then Allercott, which always scares me on 
a solo. If you fail the section and have to 
go back down, its like skiing on a bike with 
a big drop off the one side. The wheels 
lock, there is no grip and you slide 
uncontrollably towards the drop. I have 
had nightmares about this section on a 
solo. Ever the optimist I hoped it would be 
easier on the outfit. Happily it was easier, 
we got to the 1 scoreboard, the section 
end board, a previously unseen sight to us 
was right in front but we couldn’t quite 

make it. We were pleased with our score 
but worried about going back down the 
section because of the drop.  
 

A kindly marshal directs us out an escape 
route to the left of the section. I hang out 
the chair as far as I possibly can (or 
probably ever will) because I am scared of 
sliding off the drop to the right.  
Unfortunately, Celia didn’t see the marshal 
and thought we had to go back down the 
section. What happens when the 
passenger is going one way and the driver 
the other – we went straight on instead, 
doing a wall of death along the section 
banking. I am screaming, balanced on top 
of the chair, eventually it flips, catapulting 
me over the outfit and down the banking. I 
fly through the air thinking it will hurt if the 
outfit lands on me. I hit the ground and 
roly poly to the bottom of the hill as fast as 
I can to get away from the outfit. I 
eventually come to a halt, I look up and 
Celia is trapped under the bike. I scream 
to the marshals to get it off her. I climb 
back up the hill and we ride the rest of the 
way up the section. Celia has hurt her leg 
and the front brake master cylinder has 
broken off.  Yoshi repairs the bike with 
‘40thou wire and 8 twists per inch’ ever the 
engineer. Celia wants to continue. We 
have a short break and chat with the 
marshal.  The marshal asks Yoshi if ‘HIS 
DAUGHTER is alright’. He strops ‘she’s 
my girlfriend; there is only eight years 
between us’. This made the whole day 
worthwhile for me, I am still laughing as I 
type it. 
 

Off we go to the second section in 
Allercott. We have a 7. Celia can no longer 
push; she can’t put any weight on her right 
leg. I helplessly try to push the outfit on my 
own and several marshals and 
competitors come to our assistance. 
 

Next was Stetford rocks.  More sections I 
find difficult on a solo. The first of the two 
sections the sidecar hit a root and tipped, 
again catapulting me out head on into a 
tree. This really hurt, I still have the 



17 

bruises three weeks on. Luckily Celia 
wasn’t hurt this time. 
 

We finally caught up with Arthur at the 
next section. He had had four stitches and 
was wearing a net tea cosy on his head!! 
 

Onto Stone Lane, a section I have 
previously cleaned on a solo. It wasn’t 
looking good when we got stuck three 
times and had to have a push before we 
even got to the start line but consistent as 
ever we cleaned it. We were elated. This 
was the turning point in the trial and the 
last few sections were fairly uneventful. 
 

We arrived at the finish very pleased with 
ourselves. We thought the adventure was 
over and we had survived it. Yoshi rushed 
off to get a celebratory pint. Celia hadn’t 
moved off the bike since Allercott it turns 
out because she couldn’t. I had to lift her 
off the bike.  
 

We signed off and Celia removed her 
boot. Then we realised how badly she had 
been hurt. She had played it down all day 
wanting to finish the trial. Her calf 
immediately swelled up to the size of a 
football and there was a horrible mark 
where the foot peg had gone into her leg 
when the bike landed on her. On seeing 
this she collapsed and we had to call an 
ambulance. 
Arthur went off 
with Celia for 
his second visit 
that day to 
A&E. Yoshi and 
I were stuck 
with two cars 
and two trailers.  
 

Everyone 
rallied round 
and eventually 
it was agreed 
Yoshi and I 
would take 
Celia’s van and 
trailer to Dave 
Holly’s place a 

stones throw from Taunton Hospital. Ian 
Burton would then take things from there 
the next day depending how Celia was 
when discharged from hospital. 
 

The ambulance paramedics had 
diagnosed Celia with a broken leg and 
said she would be kept in overnight but 
she was actually booted out around nine 
o’clock that night, neither she or Arthur 
able to drive. Ian sorted out B&B for them 
and collected them the next day, driving 
the van to the motorway then cycling back 
to Taunton. Celia proceeded to drive back 
to Oxford in the one gear with her one 
good leg. 
 

Congratulations to Celia for finishing the 
event when it must have been extremely 
painful. A big thank you to every one who 
helped us, especially the marshals’ and 
competitors that had to push us. 
 

For the first time ever I was last in an 
event but this finish meant more than most 
of the other awards as it was so hard 
earned. When the results came out, the 
winning outfit had a total rider and 
passenger weight of over 35 stone. Celia 
and I will be indulging in lots of chocolate 
and mince pies this Christmas for that 
extra grip. 

(Photo by Jack Stringer) 
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The 2006 
Hardy Trial 

photographs 
by Dave 

Haizelden 

Andrew Martin , 
Dutton Melos, on 
Bayards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul, & Emma 
Allaway, Vauxhall 
Astra, on Nick’s Pitts 

 
 
 
 
 
Harvey Walers & 
Emma Robilliard, 
Ford Pop, on 
Nick’s Pitts 
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Hardy Trial, Sunday 19th 
November 

by Dave Haizelden 
 

W ill it or won’t it? In the end it 
did! Tony Young trying to 
book the start venue for this 
year’s Hardy was rather 

surprised to find he was unable to due to 
the fact that it was booked for a classic 
trial to be run by Woolbridge. After a quick 
phone call to Simon Woodall and Merve 
Brake it was found that Tony’s services 
were not required this year, after rescuing 
the event from extinction last year. 
Somewhat perturbed, 20 minutes up the 
road Tony gave a loud whoop of joy and 
duly sent his entry off along with Ben 
Johnson who helped out last year. 
 
Unfortunately due to the late sending out 
of the regulations and the poor publicity 
entries were disappointingly down, 
although the top 10 in the championship 
were all out in force. The superb start 
venue at Freshwater Caravan Park once 
again provided the competitors with 
spacious parking and a relaxed 
atmosphere to enjoy their early morning 
breakfast. 
 
With a new clerk of the course installed in 
Vic Fancey the competitors were soon on 
their way to the opening two hills, 
Boarsbarrows 1 & 2. This year the start 
line on Boarsbarrow 1 was moved further 
up the hill, not allowing any run up. This 
proved impossible for all the class 1s and 
2s who never left the start line, except 
Adrian and Judy in the Hornet who 
powered to the top to be one of only a few 
cleans. Simon and Sticker’s closely fought 
class 3 battle came to an abrupt end when 
Sticker’s diff let go within 10 feet of the 
start line. Simon very generously offered 
his spare diff to Sticker (good job Sticker 
declined) as Simon would be in need of it 
later on. 
 

Boarsbarrow 2 involved some tree 
weaving which the two Golfs in class 1 
didn’t manage to weave as Mike hit the 
passenger door and Dave went head to 
head with a tree! Simon in class 3 found a 
new adversary in Dick Bolt who took a 
class lead by cleaning both sections. Giles 
made a better fist of the second hill after 
some amateur driving on the first! Nicola 
Wainwright found the going very tough on 
the first two hills as a usually enthusiastic 
bouncer Paul was incapacitated with a 
very bad back caused by sleeping in a 
caravan (so he says!) 
 
Just around the corner was Knowle Lane, 
a rough and rocky track, which takes a 90-
degree left into a field and then a sharp 
turn right into direct sunlight. Most of the 
field managed to power their way up to the 
2 marker with the two class 7s of Harvey 
and Arnie clearing the section. Stuart 
Harrold/Chris Phillips in the Troll were the 
first to fail the section and on their way up 
the escape route managed to collect the 
farmer’s wire fencing and spent the next 
20 minutes untangling the car! 
 
After a short drive Meerhay with a restart 
for all classes was next up. The section 
was marshalled by Windwhistle Motor 
Club but didn’t trouble the scorers. The 
field next made their way on to a very 
pleasant half way halt at Rodney Thorne’s 
Frampton Garage where the ladies served 
up bacon and sausage sandwiches. A diff 
test was attempted but unfortunately the 
rollers were not rolling and not one of the 
competitors managed to stay on the rollers 
much to everyone’s amusement. 
 
Just around the corner were two sections, 
Pook’s Peak and Frampton’s Folly. 
Frampton’s Folly stopped everyone bar 
Adrian Marfell and Tony Young. Adrian 
exited the section pulling a high wheely 
and landed on top of the stone wall. Simon 
Groves thought his championship had 
taken a nose-dive when the diff let go at 
the 5 marker. Fortunately for Simon, 
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Rodney Thorne, the owner of the garage 
leapt into action, recovered Simon’s 
stricken Escort and quickly had a 
replacement diff fitted. Giles, Dave and 
Adrian were ever so pleased!! 
 
After the longest drive between sections 
all the competitors except Harvey Tom! 
Tom! Sat Nav Waters aided by Emma 
turned up on time at Bayards. Paul and 
Liz Allaway in the class 1 Astra treated 
everybody to a bovine shower off the start 
line but paid the penalty by going too 
quickly up the section and finished up 
nearly on Chisel Beach! 
 

The trial then made it’s way to Bridport 
and then called in for the last three 
sections, Nick’s Pits. Nick’s Pits 1 can 
best be described as a massive bomb 
hole, which the competitors had to power 
their way out of onto a grassy field. Only 
Adrian Marfell, aided by Dave Forshew in 
the class 8 Buggy managed to clean the 
section. Dudley/Barry Clark came ever so 
close but spun out at the 1. The crew in 
the green Golf had a nasty moment when 
stopping at the 3 marker only to find the 
car sliding back down the hole sideways. 
Aaron managed to jump out quickly 
leaving Dad to figure it out for himself! 
 

Nick’s Pits 2 once again saw Adrian and 
this time Dudley as the only two cleans. 
Harvey who had been 
battling hard all day against 
Arnie finally got the Pop 
ahead of the Melos by 
getting to the 1 to Arnie’s 4. 
Mike Collins in the white 
Golf kept the pressure up on 
Dave by getting to the 3 
which, meant class 1 still 
had to be decided on the 
final hill. 
 

Moving on to the final hill, 
some good entertainment 
was witnessed by the 
entourage who were all 
spectating. This hill once 
again involved a down hill 

start into a large hole but this time the exit 
was on an adverse camber into a wet and 
slippery field before a sharp turn right up 
through the gorse. Surprisingly none of 
the class 7 and 8s managed to get pass 
the 7 marker but everybody was waiting to 
see what Simon was going to do and he 
didn’t disappoint! With the Escort on full 
song he exited the hole and completely 
lost control of the car down the field and 
managed to do a 180 degree turn and 
power up through the hedge and on up to 
the 5 marker with everyone cheering him 
on to take a well deserved class win from 
Dick Bolt and pick up the Ted Briant 
Award for the best performance for class 1
-6 (where were you Giles?) 
 

The overall award, the Wessex Motor 
Trophy went to Adrian Marfell who 
dropped 8 points, 2nd was Dudley on 10. 
Up until Nick’s Pits Tony Young was 
leading the event but eventually finished 
up in 3rd place with 15. Arnie Martin won 
class 7 by a country mile and further 
cemented his position at the top of the 
Wheelspin. 
 

A big ‘thank you’ to Vic and Merve and to 
all the marshals who put on a very 
challenging and enjoyable day’s trialling 
and a special ‘thank you’ from Simon 
Groves to the owner of the garage for all 
his help. 

Trials’ hill hunting on Exmoor 
(Photo by Jonathan Toulmin) 
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The Hardy Classic 
by Murray Montgomery-Smith 

 

A s I have found rather a lot of 
lovely time on my hands due to 
being offered early retirement, I 
have been doing a few more 

trials than in the past, trying out one’s that 
I haven’t had the time to do before. The 
Hardy was entered at the last moment as 
having done the Mechanics with my 
daughter as bouncer, on the 10th and 
having entered the Allen on the 26th I 
thought that doing three on the trot was a 
bit greedy, but with the new found freedom 
I decided to have a go. I remember the 
Woolbridge club from my days of hill 
climbing at Wiscombe and so looked 
forward to this trial. 
 
Got my old pal Dave Parker to bounce for 
me, he had to or I mentioned he would 
have to spectate on the Allen as opposed 
to bouncing with me, in what after all was 
his old car. Got up rather too early on what 
looked as being a wet trip down to 
Bridport, but in fact is was OK with a touch 
of frost Honiton way, found the start and 
settled into a good bacon sarnnie. 
 
Spoke to Andrew Martin who knew the 
hills and I did wonder how we would do as 
there were quite a few grassy type hills 
which, with the long wheel based Marlin, 
aren’t my favourite. The car has loads of 
grunt from the 2-litre Fiat twinkie but, well 
let’s leave at that! 
 
First pair of hills seemed to come up with 
expectations Boarsbarrow 1 giving me 
difficulty getting round the corner, and 
much the same with number 2, though 
Arnie cleared both, so well done to him. 
The weather was rather magnificent with 
bright sunshine and great scenery, which 
is really what so much of trailing is all 
about, so we were rather content as the 
way it was all going, enjoyment being the 
name of the day. 
 

Knowle Lane was a fun grassy climb but 
we stopped somewhere near the top, and 
this was our only grumble of the day, the 
“follow the arrows” to get out were not 
there and we nearly went the wrong way – 
big time down a steep hillside but Dave 
stopped me in time. I guess we should 
have climbed it then there wouldn’t have 
been a problem! 
 

Uploaders, well a bit confused here more 
poles jumping around the fields than I 
could deal with and I wrong slotted, never 
was any good at PCTs! Had a wait at the 
holding control which because the weather 
was so good and luvly bacon sarnies 
again, which gave us all a breather and 
time to chat to fellow competitors, all very 
pleasant 
 

Good old Meerhay, remember this one 
from the Exeter when I was in the Morgan, 
seems a bit easier with the Marlin. The 
next two were interesting, Pooks because 
I didn’t know the layout and the sun was a 
bit dazzling, but made it OK with directions 
from everyone, then Frampton Folly where 
a bit of discretion came into the equation, 
as I didn’t really give my all as it seemed if 
one didn’t clear it, the slope being about 
90 degrees straight up, well, the slide back 
down may have been a bit too exciting! 
 

I saw Dudley resting against a tree near 
the top! Bayard was next and my memory 
fails me here as I can’t remember it though 
I see I cleared it. Into the last 3 hills in a 
splendid setting, where we could watch 
how the other guys were getting on, it was 
pretty slippery, so our scores weren’t that 
good but not that bad either. 
 

Decided to move on after watching a few 
others, back to the finish, where signed off 
and got on our way back to Bristol. Arrived 
back after a quick half at the Blue Flame 
up on the hills just south east of Bristol 
and a good roast to finish the day off. 
Brilliant day, many thanks to the 
Woolbridge club and all the marshals, may 
do better next time now I know the layout 
of the hills. 
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Allen Trial 2006 
by Barry Clarke 

 

T his year’s Allen Trial provided its 
trusting organisers with a series of 
particularly stiff tests, starting with 
a bum steer from the met office 

which left them wide open to the effects of 
a cloudburst early on Sunday morning.  
The day dawned in promising fashion with 
the trailer field virtually impassable and all 
sections (not to speak of their return 
roads) steaming merrily in the sunshine: 
ideal conditions for class 2 cars such as 
my own Austin 7, which, unfortunately, 
was soon to let me down. Not so the 
organisers, who triumphed over erratic 
road closures and a van wedged under a 
bridge to get competitors on their way.  
Score one all. 
 

The first section, Tog Hill, a gentle climb 
through a sheltering tunnel of trees, is 
designed to imbue competitors with a 
sense of false confidence. The entire field 
climbed clean. Sadly, the following special 
test managed to grind all the gears off the 
Austin’s half shafts (we’re still trying to 
explain how) so the rest of this report is 
more hearsay than honest reportage, and, 
in particular, it should be noted that any 
inaccuracies, omissions, or unfair opinions 
in the following text are not your reporter’s 
responsibility!  
 

Birch Hill (presumably because of its lethal 
camber) has been supplanted by Henry’s 
Hitch, a new section hidden behind a 
hedge not a hundred yards downhill from 
the special test. I deduce it presented few 
difficulties because only two of the cars 
that disappeared behind the hedge failed 
to make it back into view in good time, 
these being Mike Workman’s tidy little 
Ford Y saloon from class 2, and a class 7 
car, that shall be nameless. Happily the 
return road (in plain view and of course 
uphill) gave competitors ample chance to 
demonstrate their skills, full marks going to 
Dudley Sterry whose MG showed the way 
to trickle it without fuss or wheel spin. 

Maybe the Henry’s Hitch return road would 
make a good section for next year? This 
year’s next section was as usual Bitton 
Lane, a surprising little narrow track 
almost in the middle of a built-up area 
beside an MOT station that may, for all I 
know, one day come in useful. Classes 1 
and 2 found the going easy, but the 
muddy, stony restart began to sort the rest 
of the field, of whom seven, including, 
surprisingly, Dean Partington’s usually 
excellent D.P. Wasp, failed to get away. 
 

Following Bitton, the route card (normally 
superb for this trial but subjected to last 
minute revision due to a blocked bridge, if 
you remember) became a little obscure: 
fortunately those resorting to the map 
made their way back onto the standard 
route and found the blockage had been 
removed – a lucky reprieve for the intrepid 
organisers, except that the approach to 
Uplands now lay under a flood of biblical 
proportions. But yet again our heroes were 
in luck, no cars capsized, none were 
carried away downstream, and of the 
entire flotilla only the Wasp seemed in real 
danger of sinking. Doubters are referred to 
the Bristol Motor Club website photograph 
of this car with its plimsoll line well and 
truly submerged.  
 
Uplands used to be notable for delays, but 
the current arrangement, classes 1 to 5 
doing Little Uplands in the morning and 
Big Uplands in the afternoon, and classes 
6 to 8 the other way round, works 
extremely well. The morning session 
competitors on Little Uplands were spared 
the restart and lost no points, but in the 
afternoon classes 6 to 8, faced with what 
is more a giant doorstep than a restart, 
had a much harder time. In class 6 only 
the Beetles of Mike Hobbs and John 
Hooker went clean, and classes 7 and 8 
did not do very much better – among 
survivors being the revived Wasp, 
obviously none the worse for its ducking. 
Big Uplands is always more challenging, 
with a forbidding array of rocky holes at 
the bottom and a finely polished limestone 
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skateboard track at the summit. In the 
afternoon David Haizelden was to put up 
his usual incredible performance in the 
Golf to go clean, as also Bill Bennett’s 
beautiful J2 MG, incomprehensibly 
beating Adrian Dommett’s business-like 
Wolsely Hornet by one point, thus winning 
class 2. As Trojans do, the two Trojans 
climbed nobly and doggedly from start to 
finish. But the morning had already seen 
almost half of classes 6 to 8 clocking up 
assorted penalties. 
 

The trial continued to Guy’s Hill, famous 
for sorting out sheep from goats. There 
was a 10lb pressure limit for all cars, 
making the restart for classes 6 to 8 
particularly daunting, but the attrition rate 
was high even among class 1 to 5 cars. 
Once again it was the restart, slippery as 
a pig, I am told, that caused mayhem on 
Travers. None of class 6 were successful, 
and going on a third of cars failed in 
classes 7 and 8. Competitors now 
proceeded to Ubley Wood, the promised 
brand new venue in the run up to the 
Mendips above Blagdon Lake, a sloping, 
undulating meadow divided into a 
selection of ski slopes well marked out by 
tyre tracks, down, round and up, down 
and round, up again, and again for the 
special test, with inviting trees at the 
bottom. 
 

This kind of venue is familiar in production 
car trials but a new venture for the Allen. 
And here, it has to be said, the organisers 
almost met their Waterloo. Napoleon (as 
we all know, of course) was ill-served by 
the muddy conditions of the battlefield. 
The plight of our own heroes was more 
subtle: of the two planned sections, an 
unaccountable mix-up over tyre pressure 
requirements led to Ubley Wood 1 being 
cancelled for classes 6 to 8, and 
subsequently, in order to equalise the 
number of sections for all classes, Ubley 
Wood 2 was cancelled for classes 1-5. 
Confused? Don’t be. This was actually a 
master-stroke, the section was incredibly 
slippery and class 1 to 5 cars would have 

had to be pulled out till midnight if they’d 
been allowed to try it. The approach was 
even worse than that to Ubley 1, a heart-
stopping slither downhill followed by an 
almost impossible turn and as much 
backing and filling and side-stepping to 
get onto the start as you’d expect from a 
line-up of dinghies in a gale.  
 

The special test, Ubley 3 so to speak, 
conventionally enough involved stopping 
astride line B halfway to the finish, 
reversing behind it, then restarting. The 
creative novelty lay in the extreme 
difficulty of getting behind line B, which 
was situated on a short ledge (terraced 
might have been a better description than 
undulating) without sliding all the way 
back to line A – which would, with 
hindsight, have been a useful tactic. 
Andrew Marfell made it look easy with 16 
seconds. Keith Vipond’s Beetle slid 
around for a good half minute before 
showing it could be done after all. Many 
failed. Somewhere in among the trees the 
inseparable two Trojans came to shameful 
halts and had to be pulled out. Never was 
the lunch stop at Chew Lake better 
deserved. 
 

In the afternoon, Nanny Hurns had sadly 
been discontinued, apparently levelled off 
and replaced by a gateway. Burledge had 
been resurfaced into a fair imitation of the 
M1. A diversion, in the shape of a hole, 
had been introduced to add a little spice, 
those who couldn’t get out of it (not many) 
being allowed to return backwards to the 
motorway and so on and out without 
significant hold-up. Next came the 
afternoon sessions back at Uplands, and 
finally John Walker. We are told a family 
of badgers had done their best to 
undermine this much-loved final section 
but had been mercifully defeated. It’s best 
to go gently through the stream but 
thereafter there is only one stratagem, on 
and up, at maximum power, throwing up a 
wake of thick oily mud every inch of the 
way, from which no spectator should be 
allowed to escape. As Matthew Sterry 
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passengering in one of the MGs was 
heard to say at the top “You got them all, 
Grandad!” Well done Dudley, a good 
result. 
 
Overall this was a satisfactorily 
challenging trial, with the organisers out 
ahead by a very short nose. There were 
six clean sheets, David Haizelden, Bill 
Bennett and Sticker Martin from classes 1 
and 3, Andrew Martin and Harvey Waters 
from class 7, and Adrian Marfel from class 
8. Adrian’s VW special had a 1.3 second 

lead over Andrew Martin’s Dutton Melos in 
the special tests, making Adrian a second-
time winner, and this is where the photo-
finish comes in. As everyone knows, class 
8 cars – even one as well-sorted and 
driven as Adrian’s – are not supposed to 
win the Allen, so next year Pete, Carlie et 
al will have to work a little harder. 
Meanwhile, very well done, and thanks 
from everyone. Next year I must try to get 
Grotty Chummy to keep going a bit longer. 
When was it an Austin 7 last won the 
trophy? 

2006 Allen Trial 
by Derek Chatto 

 

T his year was the sixtieth 
anniversary of the Allen Trial. I 
competed in the fiftieth 
anniversary event so it was 

interesting to see how the trial had 
developed. When I competed ten years 
ago it was at the wheel of an MG Midget. 
This year I was navigating for Robin 
Preedy in the VW Scorpion. It was sad for 
me to note that class 5 is poorly 
represented these days and only three 
vehicles had entered this year and not an 
MG Midget in sight. The ranks of class 8 
have swelled though and this has 
necessitated the introduction of some very 
challenging hills.  
 

It was nice to depart from the start and 
within a couple of miles be at the first 
section Tog Hill. Time does not seem to 
have changed the nature of the hill much 
and it remains a benign hill suitable for 
pretty much any car. 
 
Henry’s Hitch looked to be much more 
difficult than it proved to be in practice; a 
downhill start followed by a short muddy 
climb. A purposeful looking Land Rover 
with snow chains on its wheels must have 
been there to scare competitors because 
in the end the points dropped on the hill 
were very few. 

Moving on to Bitton Lane we were greeted 
by the sound of a high revving engine 
working up through the gearbox. 
Suspecting the restart was going to be 
difficult a very cautious approach was 
made but in practice it was not as bad as 
we had feared and the section was not 
much of a problem for most of the field. 
What was to come was far more of a 
challenge for most of the field though; the 
route card had a cryptic note “BOAT” 
under the section name of Uplands. 
Naively I thought this meant Byway Open 
to all Traffic. Wrong.  It meant a boat 
would be needed to reach the next 
section; heavy overnight rain had flooded 
the approach road to a depth of probably 2 
feet. The rear-engined cars suffered few 
problems but many front-engined vehicles 
were drowned and there was much 
messing about drying out wet engines. 
 
Waiting at the bottom of Uplands before 
attempting the section I was relieved I was 
in the VW Scorpion with its very compliant 
suspension rather than in my old Midget. 
The section had been washed out by the 
heavy rain and a series of horrendous 
gullies ran across the hill at regular 
intervals. The results indicate that some 
cars fell victim to the ruts although there 
was a good amount of grip available. This 
hill has certainly deteriorated over the 
years and would have required a very 
careful approach in a Midget to avoid 
damaging i 
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Guys Hill remained just as I remembered 
it and does not seem to have changed 
much. The restart caught out many and 
required a very gentle technique if one 
wanted to pull away from the restart. A 
relatively small tree root around the two 
marker defeated a number of determined 
competitors; Tim Hellings being a case in 
point who made a spirited attempt in his 
Beetle. 
 

Travers Hill had a cunning placed restart 
for classes 6, 7 and 8; the line being 
placed such that the car needed to be 
positioned very accurately if one was 
going to pull away. Clearly this was too 
much to ask of the class 6 drivers as 
every one of them failed to get away. This 
is no criticism of their skills though; by my 
estimation the car needed to be placed 
within an area only a few inches in length 
if one was to get on top of the step 
immediately before the restart line but not 
cross the line.  
 

The approach to Ubley Woods must have 
caused a few anxious moments for some 
competitors – especially those in the two 
Trojans with two wheel brakes. The steep 
muddy slope down the start of the section 
could easily have developed into a chute 
with a pile of broken cars at the bottom! 
The two sections themselves caused 
some disappointments but was also the 
scene of some spectacular climbs. Of 
particular note was Dean Partington who 
managed to clean sections 7 and 8 in his 
Wasp, the Toyota Starlet engined special, 
and this was using 15 psi tyre pressure! 
Had these results featured in the overall 
classifications then the results would have 
been skewed somewhat. There was some 
confusion about the permitted tyre 
pressures on these hills; a limit being 
imposed at the last minute but as is the 
way of these things the message did not 
reach everyone concerned. Certainly 
these two hills favoured powerful cars and 
skilful drivers. After the excitement of 
Ubley Woods lunch at Chew Valley Lake 
was a welcome rest, an opportunity to 

compare notes and prepare for the 
challenges to come.  
 

A short drive brought us to Burledge, how 
this has changed since I last attempted 
this hill! What used to be the class 8 
deviation is now the section and Burledge 
Hill itself is the escape road from the hill. 
The once rutted and muddy ditch that was 
this hill is now merely a smooth well 
surfaced track. The few failures that there 
were occurred around the 1 marker, at this 
point competitors were forced to make a 
sharp left turn. I suspect not being able to 
position the car well lower down the 
section left an unfortunate few in a 
position where they had to back off if order 
to make the turn- just at the place where a 
bit of momentum was required. John 
Wilton in the Trojan found that not having 
a differential can occasionally be a 
disadvantage as the car refused to make 
the turn and he failed at the three marker. 
 

The route then took us back to the deep 
puddle at the approach to Uplands, this 
time we were diverted to the left to attempt 
Little Uplands. With a 15psi tyre pressure 
restriction we were a little apprehensive 
about the restart – and rightly so - this 
gave many competitors a problem; only 
two cars in class 6 making a clean get 
away. A bit of satisfaction for John Hobbs 
who had dropped 11 on Ubley Woods but 
was then able to show his chums what he 
was really made of. It is always good to 
finish a trial with a corker of a hill and this 
year John Walker was in prime condition. 
A slippery start followed by a good blast 
through the mud leaves one feeling elated 
at the top of the hill. A splendid climb was 
made by the Trojan Utility proving what 
can be done with a relatively modestly 
powered vehicle. 
 
In summary a well-organised and well run 
event, the sections around Ubley Woods 
could benefit from a review but all in all a 
good day out. Many thanks to all those 
involved with staging the event and here’s 
to the next sixty years! 
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The Allen Trial 
By Peter Mountain 

 

M y son Jim was navigating for 
me, and this was our third 
Allen Trial. The week before it 
looked as if it would be a 

repetition of my first Allen Trial, which I 
remember as heavy non-stop rain after 
lunch. 
 
On the Saturday, we met up with fellow 
competitors Rob & Genevieve Wells to 
stop overnight in Keynsham; my other son 
Richard and his wife Iona joined us for a 
convivial evening in the local Indian 
restaurant in Keynsham. 
 

The Sunday morning sunshine was a 
surprise after heavy rainfall in the small 
hours of Saturday night and made up for 
the thick head from the night before. 
 
The first excitement was trying to unload 
the Dellow and park the tow car and 
trailer, but the marshals coped well with 
the waterlogged field and eventually we all 
got off the road and unloaded but were left 
with little time for idle chat before the start. 
In the rush to unload we forgot to take 
Jim’s camera.    
 

Tog Hill was a nice straight run to get us 
all in the right mood for a day’s open air 
sport. 
 

At the special test at Dyrham Barn we 
were greeted with the sight of Barry 
Clarke’s Austin being pushed off the 
course with a very expensive transmission 
noise. I made a mental note not to slam 
the Dellow into reverse too harshly on the 
special tests. 
 

Watching the earlier competitors trying to 
get back up from the start we thought that 
Henry’s Hitch was going to be really 
difficult. Not so, the hill was greasy but not 
too bad and we got to the end but getting 
back up past the start was interesting, lots 
of revs, lots of flying mud and very little 

traction. 
I positioned the car wrongly on Bitton Lane 
and could not get off the restart. 
 
Rob Wells got separated from us and 
managed to get lost in the diversions in 
Keynsham, but a call on the mobile soon 
found which red route marker card he had 
missed. 
 

An interesting wade through deep pools of 
water to Big Uplands; Greg Dixon Smith 
had a Morgan full of water and many other 
cars had wet floors inside the cabins. 
There were a few spluttering engines after 
the water and I wonder if any cars failed 
the hills because of damp electrics. The 
theory about going just fast enough to 
keep a gentle bow wave ahead of the car 
seems to work, but then the Dellow is very 
tall and the floorboards are a long way off 
the ground. 
 

The wait at Guy’s Hill showed that the 
restart was a bit tricky, we saw many 
competitors reversing back down the hill 
even Dudley Sterry came down 
backwards. Our Dellow may not have any 
grip on mud, but it did get off the restart 
here, which made up a bit for messing up 
on Bitton Lane and there was the unusual 
pleasure of doing better than Dudley on a 
hill. 
 

Next was Travers Hill. I managed to get off 
the restart but stopped a few feet later; this 
seemed to be the same result for a few 
other drivers as well. 
 
Ubley Woods was actually in an open field 
on a hillside partly covered in bracken. 
Here clerk of the course, Pete Hart, was 
faced with a problem of some cars already 
having gone through the first section at 
higher tyre pressures, an impossible 
looking second hill and a delay building 
up. The problem was quickly resolved by 
Pete deciding that classes 1-5 would only 
do the first section and 6, 7 & 8 doing only 
the second section and everybody would 
do the special test as and when they 
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managed to get back up there. 
15 psi on the greasy clay was going to be 
nearly impossible for us. It was so greasy 
that even our crossply front tyres did no 
steering whatsoever. The main problem 
was getting out after we had scored 8 on 
the hill. Some competitors managed to get 
out with little trouble but sprayed us with 
mud in doing so; we had to let the tyres 
down and others had to get towed out. 
 

There was much better grip than expected 
on the Ubley Woods special test, and 
going up a very steep incline foot on the 
floor with the sun in your eyes was 
interesting. 
 

One of the things that I dislike about trials 
hills where you can see the section is that 
you can see some other competitors 
succeeding and it is such a 
disappointment when you then fail. 
 

Lunch was welcome, but a very short stay, 
so no socialising again. Rob Wells retired 
his Troll here with a pair of Weber 
carburettors that had just been set up by 
the rolling road to run far too rich. That 
was a shame for Rob and his daughter 
Genevieve, who was navigating on her 
very first trial; even so she says that she 
wants to try it again. 
 

Not much to say about Burledge except 
that I enjoyed it. 
 

Back to Uplands where the water was a 
little less deep until we got on the track to 
Little Uplands and found an even deeper 
puddle, there must have been a few wet 
backsides here in the lower slung cars. 
The restart was very slippery and beat us.  
 

John Parsons bent the steering on his 
Buggy in the large puddles and went up 
the hill with his front wheels pointing out at 
very odd angles; wisely he decided not to 
attempt the restart. Soon after the hill 
John was seen hammering things straight 
with Mike Pearson in attendance. 
 

On to the last section, John Walker; this is 
a wonderful old trials hill, the sort that I 

really enjoy, rocky but not too harsh. For 
the organizers, the trouble with a hill like 
this is that almost everybody gets up it. 
 

I remember sitting here in the car park a 
few years ago waiting for our turn on the 
hill, in the dark, in the pouring rain with the 
umbrella up, resolving to buy a new 
waterproof jacket which did not let water 
down the neck to soak all the 
underclothes as well and wondering what 
sort of perverse pleasure I got from 
trialling. 
 

It was good to finish in the daylight and 
considering the heavy overnight rain it is a 
credit to the Bristol MC that there were so 
few delays and the trial went so well. We 
could not stay for the prize giving as I had 
to get my borrowed trailer back to its 
owner that night. 
 

We (class 8 drivers that is) moaned about 
the 15 psi on some hills but some drivers 
still managed to get up all the hills, so the 
organizers must have got it right. The 
shorter route was much appreciated by 
me; apart from the long distance MCC 
trials where high road mileage is an 
integral part of the trial, I can see no 
purpose in driving anything but the 
shortest, most convenient or scenic route. 
 

I waited until the following weekend before 
I cleaned the mud off the Dellow only to 
find that the Ubley Woods clay had eaten 
through the polish had etched into the 
paintwork leaving matt spots all over the 
bonnet. There must be something fairly 
corrosive in that mud; a retired farmer told 
me that it could be cattle droppings! 
 
Pete Hart and the Bristol Motor Club are 
to be congratulated on arranging a trial 
with a good mix of hills and proper old 
road sections, which are challenging but 
not too damaging. 
 
Before the Exeter Trial I have got to do 
some thinking about how to get some 
better grip for the Dellow, and find a polish 
that is corrosive resistant.  
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The Camel Classic 2006 
by Ray Goodright, Arkley-MG 

Midget (class 7) 
 

I  have previously competed in four or 
five Camel Classic Trials and I’m sorry 
to say it has for me been one of the 
least enjoyable trials of the year and if 

I hadn’t retired from the Exmoor Trial 
earlier this year I would already have 
completed the required nine scoring 
rounds of the ACTC Championship and 
would have given it a miss. I can’t say I’m 
glad I broke down on the Exmoor because 
I was very close to the end at the time and 
had been having a really good day, but I 
would certainly have missed easily the 
best Camel Classic I have competed in 
and for me, one of the two or three most 
enjoyable trials of the year. 
 
You might be wondering why I thought it 
was so much better this year and it’s hard 
to pinpoint the reason, but probably 
several small things coming together and 
making it feel right. The start venue at 
Roche was the same, but with only a small 
queue at scrutineering and well organised 
signing on and then only a brief wait to our 
start which took place exactly on time. 
 
The first sections at Bishopswood 
consisted of a special test and two 
sections, the first section having a restart 
for class 8 only. A restart for class 8 only 
was also noted at Shellwoods later in the 
trial. Well done Camel Vale, too many 
clubs seem to think that class 7 cars are 
as competitive as class 8 and give both 
the same restarts. Yes, I know that 
Andrew Martin should have the same 
restarts as class 8 but the rest of us in 
class 7 are mere mortals and need to be 
treated differently. Without a restart 
section 1 in Bishopswood was cleanable 
but the restart on 2 proved impossible for 
me and also for the likes of Dave Prowse 
and Phil Montgomery Smith, although I 
now think keeping well over to the left 

might be a more likely route to success. 
Pity a second attempt isn’t allowed!  
 
It was then just a short distance to Hustyn 
Woods where five more sections were set 
out, with the first section, Hustyn, for 
classes 1 to 4 only while section 5, Hustyn 
Woods 2 was for classes 5,6,7 and 8 only. 
Route marking to the sections was very 
clear and not too much time spent 
queuing. Most of the sections were 
probably cleanable (though not by me!) 
and if the top was reached reversing down 
was not required. I’m not sure if the 
weather had made a difference to sections 
or if the sections were set out differently, 
but it seemed to me that fewer sections 
required reversing down this year and this 
certainly helps my enjoyment of a trial. 
 
Leaving Hustyn we swiftly arrived at 
Trerice. We knew this would be difficult as 
when approaching the section we watched 
a Class 8 Troll, I think Mike Chatwin, being 
dragged out by the recovery vehicle! Eric 
Smith in his yellow Marlin was in front of 
us and from the delay in having our go 
guessed he too had needed recovery. 
Helpful advice from the start marshal to 
get as much speed on as possible from 
the restart resulted in a loss of just 1 mark 
in the deep mud at the top of the section, 
but extricating the Arkley was very slow 
and difficult even though we were only a 
couple of metres from section ends. I was 
later told by Phil Montgomery Smith that 
the section was cancelled because of the 
delay that built up here. 
 
We arrived at Polmorla with no cars in 
front of us and having deflated the tyres, 
succeeded in getting around the double 
bend near the top before spinning to a halt 
on the last steep hump. I believe this is as 
far as most cars got! In previous years I 
have had some difficulty in getting out of 
this section and two years ago spent quite 
a time assisting other competitors and 
marshals extricating a car that had slipped 
off the narrow, adverse camber track down 
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2006 Allen Trial 
 
 
Is it a car or is it a boat?  
 
Timothy Withey  
approaches Uplands in 
his Singer Chamois 
 
 
 
(Photo by Dave Cook) 

 
Bill & Liz Bennett, 
MG J2, on Big 
Uplands 
 
 
(Photo by Dave 
Cook) 

 
 
 
Michael Collins, 
VW Golf, on Big 
Uplands 
 
 
(Photo by Dave 
Cook) 
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2006 
Mechanics 
Trial 
 
(Photos by 
Jonathan 
Toulmin) 

 
 
Gillian Hayward, 
MGB, on Ferris 
Court 

Roger Apew, 
Reliant Rebel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Spencer, 
Parsons Ford 
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the bank into the trees. This year the edge 
of the track was clearly marked with 
yellow stakes and we had no difficulty 
getting out. Much better!  
 
A road journey of about 7 miles to 
sections at Helligan followed, with a petrol 
station indicated on the route sheet at 
Wadebridge. We stopped here, mainly to 
make use of the toilet facilities, something 
much appreciated by my wife Rosemarie 
who was navigating/bouncing for me. 
 
The special test at Helligan was efficiently 
manned by Roger and Julia Bricknell and 
we only waited for one car ahead of us 
before we had our turn at the test. 
Helligan 1 was then cleaned, including the 
restart, and we waited for just a few 
minutes before a group of four cars 
assembled at the top to drive down to the 
bottom. Helligan 2 was a straight blast up 
a very steep track, resulting in the loss of 
4 marks. This was very much a power 
section, gaining as much momentum as 
possible off the start line to carry you up 
the hill. We got most of the way up 
Helligan 3, with a loss of 3 marks, having 
spent much of the section with the front 
wheels several feet above the ground as 
we found plenty of grip! Dave Prowse 
informed me he managed to get a little 
higher, dropping 2 so clearly it wasn’t 
easy. Class 8 were not required to do this 
section but I think it might well have 
stopped some, especially if a restart had 
been included.  
 
A short road journey took us to the two 
sections in Shellwood. If my memory 
serves me right we cleaned section 13, 
but lost 3 or 4 marks on section 14, 
Shellwood 2. A few more road miles took 
us to two sections in Church Park Woods 
but I’m afraid I cannot bring the sections to 
mind and have no idea how I or anyone 
else got on other than recalling there was 
some delay before we were able to 
attempt the second section. 
 

A very clear and correct amendment to 
the route sheet due to a fallen tree across 
a track took us to the next section, 
Clinnick. This is a section that has always 
caused me difficulties resulting in the loss 
of many marks and never less than 7 or 8. 
It starts on a steep slope into woodland, 
turns right, levels out a bit then turns 
sharp right again leading to a very steep, 
slippery climb through trees finishing in an 
almost vertical assent over slate and mud 
to a cross track. We got away well and 
keeping my right foot well planted took the 
second right turn at good speed and 
completely out of control. We bounced out 
of the tracks on the left, then back across 
them to the right before somehow getting 
back in them before the final steep part, 
foot hard down all the way. We finally 
came to a halt aaround the 3 marker with 
the car slewed at an angle across the 
steepest part of the section with a quick 
thinking marshal stopping us from rolling 
over by getting his weight on the left, front 
wing of the car and Rosemarie calmly 
leaning out of the passenger door. We 
were delighted with the climb although I 
know other Class 7 cars managed to 
clean Clinnick. 
 
Warleggan was a welcome addition to the 
route this year because although not 
difficult, even with a restart, it adds variety 
to the trial being a steep, rocky climb that 
is almost always wet and is a genuine 
unsurfaced old through road. A few miles 
on the road took us to Loopnwheelie 
where with much tyre smoke we managed 
to get into the 4 marks lost area. This 
section was approached from the opposite 
side this year, turning in right rather than 
left and was much more satisfactory as it 
was possible to get some power on earlier 
and make an attempt rather than sliding 
out to the side on the bend or not getting 
out of the start track at all. Robbydugun 
was the last section and probably the 
most disappointing. A long queue 
developed here due to the slippery 
surface, adverse camber turn near the 
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start and difficulty getting into and out of 
the section. Along with many others we 
lost 8 marks.  
 
Unfortunately the route marking out from 
this last section was missing and/or wrong 
and caused great confusion for several 
cars, ourselves included. We found 
ourselves at a locked barrier out of the 
woods where we encountered two other 
cars, plus we saw two others aimlessly 
driving around hoping to find a way out. 
We eventually went out the way we went 
in but I am sure this wasn’t correct as the 
previously exemplary route sheet did not 
match the way back to the finish. We used 
road signs and our local knowledge to find 
our way to that most excellent finish 
venue, The Borough Arms. 
 
Despite the comments in the last two 
paragraphs, this was a very well 
organised trial with a total of 21 sections 
plus 2 special tests covering a good range 
of section type and severity. Although the 

weather was far from perfect we finished 
at 4.30 pm, about the time I expected and 
we had experienced very few delays. 
Throughout the trial marshals were 
friendly and helpful. I hope the planned 
arrangements to alter some section 
marking after classes 7 and 8 had gone 
through proved a success as this was an 
innovative way of trying to equalise 
performance differences between classes. 
 
Although I am sure my performance will 
be well short of the top drivers in class 7 I 
really enjoyed the Camel Classic this year 
and am sure I will be back again next 
year. My only suggestions for 
improvement would be to remove 
Robbydugun as it was a disappointing 
final section and one less section out of 21 
would not be missed and to double check 
route marking. Well done and a big “thank 
you” to Pete Allen and Hans Viertel and all 
the members and helpers of Camel Vale 
for putting on such a good event. 

QQ (Very Quite, Sensitive 
Area) 

by Bill Bennett 
 

W e often see the above in 
route instructions and I’m 
sure we all drive accordingly. 
 

I’ve just come home from a Christmas 
meeting where the guest speaker was 
Victoria Humphries who was a member of 
the first all women team to walk to the 
North Pole. She is an excellent speaker 
and had a very interesting tale to tell. 
Anyway, this is not my reason for writing 
but to relate the following. 
 
Whilst having a pre-dinner drink I was 
talking to Victoria and in conversation 
asked her where she lived. She replied “in 
Lower Hamswell”. Now for those of you 

who don’t know the area around Chipping 
Sodbury too well, Lower Hamswell is in 
fact the little Hamlet just before the last 
section, John Walker on the Allen trial and 
where the route instructions state “QQ 
(very quite, sensitive area). 
 
I wasn’t sure whether to mention the trial 
or not. She had already told me she rode 
horses and had moved to Lower Hamswell 
to find peace and quiet. If she viewed the 
trial as a bloody nuisance wrecking their 
tranquillity, I could very quickly loose a 
friend I had only just met. Not being known 
for my common sense I decided to test the 
water with “Oh that’s close to John Walker 
isn’t it?” The reply came back “I’m afraid I 
don’t know John Walker”. Well, do I now 
go further? Oh hell, in for a penny in for a 
pound, so I continued “No, John Walker is 
the name of the rough track going up the 
hill just beyond your cottage.” She replied 
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with surprise “Well I didn’t know it was 
called John Walker and I quite often ride 
my horse up that lane, how did you know 
it’s name?” Well, I thought here I go, “I 
drive up it once a year whilst competing in 
a classic trial”. I stepped back at this point 
to make sure I was just out of reach but to 
my surprise she laughed and exclaimed, 
“Oh you must be one of those people who 
seem intent on wrecking their cars, you 
must be totally mad! 
 
Now one of the other members of the 
group was a rambler and said in jest (I 
hope, well at least he had a smile on his 
face,) that he thought those people who 
wreck the peace of the countryside driving 
their noisy vehicles where people are 
trying to walk or ride their horses should 
be stopped. I was ready to start my 
defence of the sport but before I could 
speak our guest said, “They are actually 
no trouble at all. The first time it happened 
to us we were a bit nervous but they are 
very considerate, drive very slowly and 
quietly past our house and if we happen to 
be in the garden, they always wave to us 
and after all it’s only once a year, I just 
make sure the dogs are not running 
around loose and I don’t ride my horse 
that day in that area.” She then went on to 
say “It’s a very different story when those 
groups of noisy motor bikes use the lane; 
they seem to have no regard for others.” 
Apart from repeating she thought we must 
all be mad wanting to wreck our cars in 
this way, she finished by saying they quite 
enjoy watching us and complimented us 
for being able to make our lovely little cars 
climb such a rough track. 
 
The main reason for writing this is firstly to 
thank all trials organisers for the excellent 
PR work they do before each trial and to 
thank all competitors for driving slowly and 
quietly when asked to do so in the route 
card, as you can see, it is actually very 
important and it does make a big 
difference. This is the second time I’ve 
witnessed a local resident defending our 

sport against ramblers, the other occasion 
was last year at Bamford Clough when 
walkers were trying to disrupt the trial only 
to be told by a local resident to go and 
sling their hook, (or something like that.) 
Anything we do to keep local people on 
our side, whether it be taking refreshment 
and supporting local fund raising, slowing 
down for horses and walkers, or taking the 
trouble to acknowledge people as we 
pass, will all help us to keep our sections 
and save our sport. 
 

By the way, if you ever want a good 
entertaining speaker I can recommend 
Victoria Humphries, details can be found 
on www.anythingispossible.co.uk  
 

PS John Walker was the name given to 
the section by John Hayes after the former 
MCC competition secretary. The real 
name for the lane is Hall Lane 
 
(Bill’s resident on Bamford may be a friend 
of ours who lives at the bottom of Bamford 
Clough and who is an MAC member and a 
competitor at Shelsley - he told me that he 
vociferously supports the use if the hill for 
trials, even with his neighbours - ed!) 

The Cape to Cape 2007 
 
This seven day classic car tour 
over a challenging 1,400 mile 
route will see participants setting 
off from Cape Wrath and 
finishing at Cape Clear in the 
Republic of Ireland. 
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dg@carbisbay,eclipse.co.uk 

 
Macmiilan Cancer Support  
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Section Ends  
By Dennis Greenslade 

 

A s mentioned in the two previous 
editions of Section Ends, 1975 
was an exceedingly hectic year 
for my 1776 cc 1302S VW Beetle 

and I. I competed in no less than twenty-
two trials – sixteen production and six 
classics – without a single retirement, 
whilst chasing the Combined One Make 
Car Club’s national championship. By the 
end of the year I had won, joining such 
illustrious Ford Popular stalwarts as Angus 
Stewart and the late John Simmons-
Hodge. It was the first occasion that this 
prestigious championship had been won 
by a member of the Volkswagen Owners 
Club, it being won hitherto, usually by 
members of the Singer Owners Club 
although the Morgan Owners and MG Car 
Clubs had won in 1973 and 1974 
respectively. 
 
Production trials in which I competed in 
the second half of 1975 were, one at 
Wadhurst organised by the Sussex Car 
Club – 28 entries – MG Car Club’s 8th 
Phoenix – 29 entries – Sevenoaks and 
District Motor Club’s Muckspread – 27 
entries and Winchester and District Car 
Club’s Whaddon Worgle where Alan 
Foster was clerk of the course – 44 
entries. My main competition amongst 
others came from Ted Edwards driving a 
Sunbeam Stiletto and David and Robert 
Carr who shared a Hillman Imp, although I 
managed to beat them to secure class 
wins when using standard Uniroyal 180 
tyres in the first two events but was beaten 
by Ted and Robert on the Muckspread. 
For the Whaddon Worgle I chose to run on 
“grip tyres” to secure yet another class 
win. 
 
The first classic trial for the second half of 
the year was the forerunner to the current 
Hardy Trial, Woolbridge Motor Club’s 
Vogue Motors, which was sponsored by 

the Renault Distributors for Weymouth and 
Dorchester. The fact that it was run only 
one week before the Edinburgh Trial 
clearly did not have a negative impact on 
the number of entries, which totalled 
seventy-eight. 
 
This event, which to some extent has 
always incorporated some production car 
trial hills, took the usual format of using 
varying sections on mud and rock but 
unlike the year before did not include the 
loose stone tests at Bovington Camp. 
Three reasonably easy sections within four 
miles of Weymouth led competitors to 
Waddock Wood where six sections 
amongst the trees required very careful 
manoeuvring, particularly as heavy 
overnight rain had caused slippery 
surfaces. After a lunch break in the village 
of Osmington the hill climbs at the Hardy 
Monument, overlooking Chesil Bank, 
proved sufficiently difficult to cause 
additional penalties to all but ten entrants. 
 
Knowle Lane, which was possibly much 
rougher in those days, was a 
straightforward climb without the deviation 
through the gateway into the field. John 
Curd, complete with black top hat, hurtled 
his 1500 cc VW Beach Buggy up this 
former Exeter Trial hill having roared off 
the rutted start line at a rather rapid pace 
causing the carburettor air cleaners to 
blow off into the mud. The section was 
controlled from top to bottom by a field 
telephone and a message relating to his 
mishap was passed to the pretty female 
marshal near the hill’s summit. Clearly the 
message was misunderstood as she 
shouted to John that “his ear cleaners had 
fallen off” and will be brought up by the 
driver of the following Ford Popular! 
 
Whilst I performed badly making some 
careless errors, Keith Richards drove his 
Dunlop Weathermaster shod 1650cc cut-
away Beetle – featured in the March 2006 
edition of Restart - in fine style. The 
shorter overhang of the vehicle, which 
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would currently place the car in class 7, 
proved an advantage on some of the tight 
sections and he ended by winning the 
Lombard Trophy.  
 
The Edinburgh Trial held on the 4th 
October attracted 231 entries and 
included the no longer used sections at 
Millstone Edge, New Tunstead, Taxal and 
Old Longhill. It proved to be a very tough 
event with only eleven car drivers gaining 
a gold medal although motorcyclists 
gained sixteen golds. Indeed there were 
only twenty-five silver medals won by 
drivers and riders combined. A flavour of 
the trial can be obtained from the following 
contemporary article: 
 

“ People do funny things for kicks. 
Take Dennis Greenslade for 
instance. A pin-striped Midland 
Bank manager from Monday to 
Friday but come the weekend and 
it’s like Jekyll and Hyde all over 
again. With denims and obligatory 
rally jacket he takes his hairy, 
green, slogan covered Beetle in 
search of action. 

 
And action is no misnomer. Dennis 
and his venerable VW enjoy 
nothing more than assaulting the 
country’s stiffest trials event just 
like the other weekend. 
 
Somehow I was cajoled into 
lending my bulk in an effort to keep 
the Beetle grounded during the 
MCC’s Edinburgh Trial. The car did 
not always appreciate my efforts 
and it’s only my sore hind quarters 
which ridicule the idea that the 
Beetle sprouted wings and flew up 
some of those sections. Short of 
being towed by a herd of mountain 
goats you would think this the only 
possible way for any hunk of 
machinery to reach the top of some 
of these sadistically designed 
obstacle courses. 

Only nine cars managed to clear all 
eleven hill climbs – Bamford 
Clough and Litton Slack were 
excluded for two classes – two 
stop and re-start tests plus two 
special speed tests and our 
Bucking Bronco of a Beetle was 
one of them. We crashed over 
transmission breaking boulders, 
lurched drunkenly through craters, 
bounced around body-bending tree 
trunks and slid through a swamp 
land of mud; and all this in teeming 
rain and howling wind. Some of our 
opposition had trouble conquering 
the terrain that led to the start of 
sections let alone climbing them. 

 
But the dynamic partnership of 
Cornish determination and 
Teutonic engineering is not easily 
beaten. Feared names like Litton 
Slack, where we were the only VW 
to climb this notorious hill and 
Bamford Clough were left behind 
with broken cars of other 
competitors. 

 
We needed head and auxiliary 
lights to guide us through the last 
section some fifteen hours after 
setting out. We were tired, cold and 
very wet. The Beetle was 
concealed under a cocoon of mud. 
As I said earlier the things some 
people do for kicks!” 

 
(By Richard Gibbs – co-driver to Dennis 
Greenslade on the Edinburgh) 

 
It can be seen that owing to the very wet 
conditions not surprisingly Litton Slack 
caused the majority of failures. Richard’s 
report is not strictly accurate in that whilst I 
might have been the only driver of a VW 
Beetle to climb Litton, Allin Penhale also 
succeeded in reaching the summit but 
was probably driving his Type 3 VW and 
unfortunately he had already failed the 
first special test at Putwell, which caught 
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out no less than forty nine on the very 
slippery and polished rock surface.  
 
By now the MCC had split the rear 
engined class at 1300 cc and it was Alan 
Foster in his fourteen-year-old Beetle who 
took the smaller capacity class with me 
winning the larger – see photograph. 
Geoff Jackson – 1500 cc Dellow won his 
class and “Sticker” Martin took class 
honours with his 1500 cc Ford. Four Triple 
Awards for that year were won by R.J. 
Webber- 998 cc Hillman Imp, Roger 
Bricknell – 1500 cc Ford Anglia plus Nigel 
Brown and Peter Le Couteur in their 
1172cc Dellows with the latter two being 
joined by Mike Hinde - 1971 cc Peugeot 
504—to win the annual team 
championship. 

Both much younger - Dennis Greenslade 
and Alan Foster with their respective class 
winning VW Beetles. 
 
The final classic for that year was 
Minehead Motor Club’s Exmoor Clouds. 
Fifteen Imp variants, twelve Volkswagens 
and twelve Fords made up the majority of 
the forty nine car entry, the remaining 

contestants driving a Triumph Spitfire, an 
Austin 7, a Rallye Simca, two in Minis and 
Colin Pook in his Mudlark being the only 
currently recognised class 8 vehicle. 
 
Whilst this scenic event took the usual 
format throughout Exmoor some new 
sections were introduced with Beggar’s 
Roost being dropped, possibly because it 
is much further west than the other tests. 
The spacious car park adjacent to Butlin’s 
Holiday Camp served for scrutineering. 
This passed without incident except for 
Nigel Atkinson’s 1300cc Beetle, which 
was placed in the “grip tyre” class, as the 
car did not have any bumpers! Nigel 
quickly changed wheels and ran 
throughout the day on his Michelin M & S 
tyres in a class containing no less than 

nineteen of the 
entry. 
 
Five of the hills 
were not sub-
divided and if 
failed the 
drivers incurred 
six penalties, 
the eight 
remaining 
sections being 
marked in the 
usual manner.  
 
The first two 
hills at Hindon 
were fairly 
easy although 
a tight chicane 
caught out four 
of the Fords, 

the Minis, the Spitfire, Ray Weeks’ Hillman 
Imp, Arthur Ell’s VW Variant and the 
Beetles of Nigel Atkinson, Simon Woodall 
and David Brian. 
 
The route then led via Porlock to Oareford 
near the ludicrously narrow Robber’s 
Bridge for a stop and restart test on 
transmission breaking loose gravel. One 
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of the new sections and certainly the 
steepest climb on the 1975 trial was Venn 
Hayes, named after clerk of the course 
and former Beetle 
and N.S.U driver 
Roger Venning 
and secretary of 
the meeting, 
Peter Hayes. It 
was a grass bank 
thick in trees with 
a fairly straight 
devilish route 
indicated through 
them. The “track” 
ran directly off the 
road and 
contained two 
very steep 
humps, which 
stopped all but 
three of the entry 
– Colin Pook’s 
Mudlark and Roger Bricknell’s Ford Anglia 
incurring three penalties and my 1302S 
incurring four. 
 
The extremely picturesque section, which 
climbs along the coast in the Glenthorne 
Estate was very easy, but later the section 
at Butchers lived up to its name with no 
less than twenty-one vehicles failing to get 
off the start line. Of the remaining tests it 
was Hawkwell Humps, which really gave 
some problems, the only saloon car to 
incur less than 5 penalties being Mike 
Hinde’s Hillman Imp, which scattered the 
stones to reach the four marker. At this 
point Roger Brewer’s 1294 cc Rallye 
Simca retired with a broken differential. 
 
It had been a tough event with only two 
competitors ending the day in single 
figures – Colin Pook’s Mudlark (3) and my 
Beetle (9) but as we were excluded from 
winning outright, one a “special” and the 
other running on “grip tyres”, the overall 
winner was Mike Hinde who incurred ten 
penalties. 
 

Another class win on the Larches 
production car trial in Kent, ended 1975 
but what would 1976 bring? 

 
John West – 1949 Oliver Special 
1981 Edinburgh Trial – Clough Wood 
 
Although featured in the last edition of 
Section Ends this interesting class 8 
Special warrants further comment. ACTC 
Vice President, John informs that the 
chassis is of tubular construction along the 
lines of the early Dellow. Designer and 
engineer Louis Oliver had quite a hand in 
building Dellows. The two-seater body is 
of aluminium and as can be seen the car 
has sloping wings at the front. There are 
no doors and it is devoid of weather 
protection with the exception of a folding 
windscreen. 
 
John completely rebuilt the Oliver and 
fitted it with an 1172cc Ford 100E engine 
which was equipped with an Aquaplane 
head, twin 1 1/8” SU carburettors and a 
four branch exhaust manifold. The car has 
enjoyed a great deal of success in John’s 
hands winning a Triple Award in 1980 and 
taking the Wheelspin Trophy in 1984, the 
first year of the ACTC championship. 
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The Camel Classic Trial 
by David Prowse 

 

N o this is not a trial for classic 
camels, but one run by the 
Camel Vale Motor Club. Part of 
the course runs along the river 

Camel, giving the trial and the club their 
names. Camel Vale Motor Club was 
formed way back in the last century to 
organise motor sport for both cars and 
motorcycles, but in the 1950s there was a 
parting of the disciplines when cars and 
bikes went their own ways and formed 
separate clubs, since then both clubs have 
been hugely successful. 
 
This year’s trial was the 22nd and as 
always a championship event, of the 47 
contenders 27 were entered for either 
ACTC or ASWMC honours. Competitors 
were spread evenly over the classes, 
except for Bill Bennett who was alone in 
class 2. In the past overall winners have 
been Roger Hancock (3 times), John 
Robilliard (3 times) and Paul Bartleman (4 
times). 
 
Many drivers had travelled a long way to 
be with us, not least Tony Young, who left 
home at 3.45 in the morning only to retire 
the VW with major mechanical problems 
just half way round.  
 
Scrutineering and bacon buttie activities 
took place in dry conditions, but the rain 
came down by section 5 and remained 
with us throughout the rest of the trial. This 
made most sections even more of a test 
than was anticipated, but most were 
possible for the mountain climbing class 8 
cars to reach ones and twos. 
 
Many old favourites were used and some 
new sections were included giving a good 
variety of mud, roots, rocks, clay and leaf 
mould – what more could a classic trialer 
ask for? Several sections were changed 
after classes 7 and 8 had gone through, 

but the event proved to be pretty fair for 
all. A new winner emerged this year with 
Adrian Marfell taking the honours in his 
class 4 Beetle and not only did he win on 
Index of Performance but also by the 
greatest class margin. Other class winners 
were Paul Bartleman, Andrew Martin, Dick 
Bolt and Michael Collins.  
 
Retirement rates were high with eight 
drivers not making it to the finish – these 
included star men Nigel Moss, Tony 
Young and Dave Haizelden, which was 
quite a surprise really because the 
sections were hard but fair and certainly 
not rough.  An old favourite, Clinnick, was 
perhaps a little easier this year with 
thirteen clean climbs, including Adrian. 
Bishops Wood 2 remained unclimbed and 
the new Hustyn Woods 1 was only cleared 
by Ian Davis. The deep mud at the top of 
Trerice became almost impossible for 
class 7, who were running second and 
only Andrew Rippon and Derek Tyler 
cleared it in their Baja Beetles. All the rest 
of us floundered and needed towing out. It 
was closed for the other classes to avoid 
further delays. 
 
Polmora was more difficult than ever 
before and remained uncleaned. Helligan 
and Shellwood were, as usual, a good 
challenge and the last hill, a new one 
called Robbydugin defeated all in classes 
7 and 8. It was then altered and gave 
everyone else a clean to finish on. 
 
This was a great trial and many thanks 
must go to all the officials and marshals 
who made it all possible. If there is anyone 
out there who is looking for a good day’s 
sport in glorious Cornwall then enter next 
year and see if we can boost the entry 
beyond 47 – it certainly deserves more. 
 
PS Congratulations to Andrew Martin and 
Becey Macey on the birth of their 
daughter, whose arrival coincided with the 
Tarka Trial. 
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MGCC anniversaries 
by Brian Osborn 

 

M ost trialers will be familiar with 
CAN (Austin) May's books, but 
by far the best, in my opinion, 
is his first - "Wheelspin" which 

tells of the trials scene during the 1930s. 
This account not only tells us of some of 
the hills that we are still using, but also 
some of the cars that still appear from time 
to time on the MCC events. 
 

As an M.G owner, Austin was a member 
of the fairly young M.G Car Club, and also 
a committee member of the Midland 
Centre which was one of the first regional 
centres of the club, and so we also get 
snippets about the club that the present 
members find of interest as the pre-war 
minutes have long since disappeared. 
 

So it is with interest that we read in 
Chapter VI, that within a few days of 
22nd October 1936, the committee of the 
Midland Centre threw a party at The 
King's Head, Aston Cantlow 
(Warwickshire) - see page 79. In pre TV 
days they knew how to party, and many 
pubs had pianos, so with various musical 
motorists present they seemed to have let 
their hair down. 
  
In October 1996 the then committee 
decided to commemorate the occasion 
with a 60th Anniversary supper at the 
same venue, which was well received and 
probably better behaved. Time flies by and 
before you can say Section Ends it is 2006 
and what better excuse do you need for 

another Anniversary supper. Hence on 
30th October some 34 folk tucked into the 
current grub at the pub. Since 1996 the 
place has had a re-furb and is now more 
up-market and expensive than previously, 
but still very good. Several of us had the 
duck supper, which is what this pub was 
famous for in the 1960s. 
 

As there is now no piano (and probably no 
music license), and few musicians present 
(as far as I am aware), there were no high 
jinks. Instead we persuaded Jonathan 
Toulmin to dust off his cine-projector and 
after the meal show a couple of films as 
per club meets of our youth. So we 
enjoyed, and the ladies endured, seeing 
the Standard-Triumph film of the 1960 
Monte Carlo Rallye with commentary by 
Raymond Baxter, and then the Castrol film 
of the 1958 European Grand Prix at Spa 
with Mike Hawthorn, Peter Collins and 
Stirling Moss participating amongst many 
others we could remember. Great stuff, 
except of course the risks were such that 
most of them didn't get to draw their 
pension.  
 

Thanks to our able projectionist who could 
remember how to thread the film after a 
ten year rest. 
 

A highlight of the evening was that Austin 
May's son Tony was able to join us. 
Unfortunately, so he said, his dad never 
taught him to play the drums, nor did he 
tell him of "the all-time classic about the 
prize-winning baby and the father with an 
impediment in his speech".  Probably non 
PC nowadays, but if anyone knows the 
story, "we must have it told to us". 

Championship 
Chat  
 

T he 2006 season in the 
Crackington League ended as 
something of a nail-biter. Going in 
to the final event Dave Haizelden 

was just two points ahead of Simon 
Groves – and then disaster, Dave’s diff 
gave up the ghost and he had to retire. 
Simon managed a second in class 3 and 
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as a result ended up with the same 
number of points as Dave.  
 

Time to consult the rulebook which lays 
down that in the event of a tie the person 
having most class wins in the season 
prevails. On that basis, Dave with eight 
wins just pipped Simon who had only five. 
Keith Sanders in class 5 was a very close 
third, and only just ahead of Giles 
Greenslade and Bill Bennett in fourth 
and fifth places respectively. 
 
Andrew Martin had wrapped up the 
Wheelspin League after the Allen, so only 
the minor places were up for grabs. This 
didn’t stop Adrian Marfell, this time 
running in his class 4 Beetle, taking 
second on the Camel Classic and getting 
within three points of Andrew’s final score. 
Dudley Sterry was a very good third, 
someway ahead of Adrian Dommett and 
Ross Norman. Andrew only won one 
event throughout the season, but did 
score in all fifteen rounds of the 
championship, a very high level of 
consistency over the whole year. 
 
The Navigator’s League was won, 
courtesy of a class win on the Camel, by 
Becey Macey, Andrew’s normal 
passenger, just beating Liz Bennett into 
second place. Considering that Becey 
also managed to have a child in the 
middle of the season and still resume 
bouncing before the end is to my mind 
and even greater achievement. Tina 
Allaway, in third made it a clean sweep 
for the ladies, although Aaron Haizelden 
would probably have figured in the top 
three but for the Haizelden’s unfortunate 
retirement on the Camel. 
 
The revamped rules for the Team 
Championship certainly seem to have 
achieved one aim, that of making scoring 
on an event rather easier, but the number 
of entries, three, was something of a 
disappointment. This proved to be another 
trophy for the Martin household with 

Bump and Grind (Messrs Martin Senior 
and Junior, Dick Bolt and Carl Talbot) 
running out winners. More Bump and 
Grind (no relation) with Paul Bartelman, 
Simon Groves, Harvey Waters and 
Dudley Sterry only just took second place 
from the JVs consisting of Giles 
Greenslade, Ross Norman, Bill Bennett 
and Tony Young, by a small matter of 
three points The same rules for building 
the teams will be used for 2007 so why 
don’t you get a team together and let me 
know – it all adds a bit more fun to the 
season. 
 
I’m sure that Pat has found room 
somewhere in this edition for the final 
tables for 2006. As ever, please have a 
good look at them and let me know if you 
think there are any errors. 
 
Last but not least I hope you all have a 
splendid 2007 season thrashing or 
crawling your way up the hills of next 
year’s events and I hope to see you out 
and about sometime soon. 

Chris 
 

PS 
Your editor has also been sent  the results 
of the Association  of South West Motor 
Clubs 2006 championship, which was won 
by Andrew Martin, with Dave Haizelden 
second and  Keith Sanders third. 
 
Points can be scored on the following 
events—the Exmoor, the Chairmans, the 
Kyrle, Taw & Torridge, Exe Valley, 
Ebworth, Exmoor Clouds, Tamar, Tarka, 
Hardy, Allen and the Camel Classic. 
 
If you are interested in entering next year 
please contact : 
 
Peter Gibbons  
ASWMC Trial Co-ordinator  
email : pgibbons08@tiscali.co.uk  
Tel : 01453 811266 

44 

Wheelspin Table 2006
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Andrew Martin 5 7 10 9 7 5 4 5 9 5 4 9 7 9 4 72 99 15
Adrian Marfell 10 2 9 10 1 8 10 10 9 69 69 9
Dudley Sterry 5 3 7 3 3 9 5 3 10 7 9 5 60 69 12
Adrian Dommett 3 2 8 10 5 5 8 3 44 44 8
Ross Norman 1 8 10 8 7 8 42 42 6
Bill Bennett 5 8 3 5 4 5 6 36 36 7
Carl Talbot 9 9 9 7 1 35 35 5
David Haizelden 5 3 7 5 5 1 8 34 34 7
Paul Bartleman 5 5 5 6 10 31 31 5
Simon Groves 5 2 6 3 6 2 6 30 30 7
Sticker Martin 5 6 2 3 5 3 5 29 29 7
Harvey Waters 3 6 1 3 3 7 23 23 6
Ian Davis 6 9 8 23 23 3
Tony Young 1 3 10 8 22 22 4
Keith Sanders 1 3 7 5 4 20 20 5
Dick Bolt 5 3 4 7 19 19 4
Peter Hart 5 8 1 14 14 3
Ian Moss 10 1 3 14 14 3
Brian Partridge 5 1 5 2 13 13 4
Nicola Wainwright 5 5 3 13 13 3
Michael Chatwin 3 8 1 12 12 3
Nigel Green 10 10 10 1
Richard Peck 5 5 10 10 2
Terry Ball 5 3 8 8 2
Michael Collins 3 3 2 8 8 3
John Looker 5 3 8 8 2
David Miller 3 5 8 8 2
Bill Rosten 5 3 8 8 2
Tristan White 3 4 1 8 8 3
Andrew Rippon 3 3 1 7 7 3
Mike Workman 7 7 7 1
Paul Allaway 1 5 6 6 2
Ray Goodright 1 5 6 6 2
Stuart Harrold 1 5 6 6 2
Bryan Phipps 3 3 6 6 2
Mark Tooth 3 3 6 6 2
Rob Wells 3 3 6 6 2
David Bache 5 5 5 1
Giles Greenslade 5 5 5 1
John Parsons 5 5 5 1
Mike Pearson 5 5 5 1
Colin Perryman 4 1 5 5 2
Robin Preedy 5 5 5 1
Kelly Thomas 3 2 5 5 2
Michael Warnes 5 5 5 1
Tim Whellock 5 5 5 1
Peter Barr 3 1 4 4 2
Tom Jefferis 4 4 4 1
Derek Tyler 4 4 4 1
Mal Allen 3 3 3 1

Final
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Crackington Table 2006 15 Dec 2006
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Andrew Martin 5.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 9.8 5.0 11.0 10.6 10.6 5.0 10.8 10.9 10.4 11.0 11.0 98.3 144.1 15
Adrian Marfell 11.0 11.0 10.0 10.9 10.4 9.0 10.5 11.0 10.5 94.3 94.3 9
David Haizelden 5.0 10.5 10.6 10.6 5.0 9.4 10.2 5.0 10.2 10.2 10.4 10.5 R 92.6 107.6 12
Simon Groves 5.0 10.5 10.7 11.0 7.7 11.0 7.0 9.8 9.7 9.7 10.5 7.7 9.7 92.6 120.0 13
Adrian Dommett 3.0 11.0 10.5 9.4 10.5 5.0 10.2 R 10.6 10.2 10.2 9.6 92.2 100.2 11
Keith Sanders 10.3 10.3 10.1 10.2 10.1 10.2 10.2 10.3 10.1 91.8 91.8 9
Giles Greenslade 10.5 9.2 10.4 10.2 R 10.2 10.1 10.1 10.1 6.7 10.20 91.0 97.7 10
Bill Bennett 5.0 9.0 10.4 9.5 5.0 10.2 9.6 5.0 9.2 10.1 9.2 10.6 10.1 88.9 112.9 13
Dudley Sterry 5.0 7.0 9.9 4.0 3.0 6.0 9.9 11.0 3.0 11.0 8.5 9.5 4.0 9.0 81.8 100.8 14
Sticker Martin 5.0 9.7 8.0 10.7 R 10.0 8.8 5.0 R 10.7 R 10.7 R 78.6 78.6 9
Nicola Wainwright 5.0 9.4 5.6 5.0 6.9 8.6 3.0 9.5 10.1 9.7 69.8 72.8 10
Dick Bolt 5.0 8.5 5.7 5.0 3.0 3.0 8.7 9.5 9.7 10.7 65.8 68.8 10
Michael Collins 3.0 10.4 9.2 3.0 9.2 9.4 9.5 10.3 64.0 64.0 8
Ray Goodright 1.0 8.0 R 8.0 5.0 7.0 7.6 8.8 6.9 4.0 6.0 61.3 62.3 10
Ross Norman 1.0 9.0 6.9 6.0 11.0 8.9 8.0 9.5 R 60.3 60.3 8
Harvey Waters 3.0 10.0 8.8 3.0 5.0 R 9.4 10.0 10.0 59.2 59.2 8
Tony Young 2.0 7.9 0.0 8.8 10.0 5.0 10.5 8.5 6.0 R 58.7 58.7 8
Carl Talbot 10.0 10.9 10.0 10.8 R 7.9 7.0 1.0 57.6 57.6 7
Tristan White 3.0 7.5 5.0 10.0 1.0 9.0 R 8.6 6.7 6.7 57.5 57.5 9
Ian Davis 8.0 7.0 9.8 4.0 10.0 5.0 10.0 53.8 53.8 7
Andrew Rippon 3.0 7.0 3.0 10.0 6.6 7.9 9.0 46.5 46.5 7
Paul Bartleman 5.0 9.0 5.0 5.0 7.0 11.0 42.0 42.0 7
Kelly Thomas 9.0 10.0 8.0 7.8 6.7 41.5 41.5 5
Peter Barr 3.0 10.4 1.0 7.9 R 10.4 7.5 R 40.2 40.2 6
Paul Allaway 1.0 9.6 7.6 5.0 8.4 8.5 40.1 40.1 6
Philip Parker 2.0 9.0 5.8 7.7 8.5 5.7 38.7 38.7 6
Murray Montgomery-Smith 5.0 0.0 4.0 9.6 3.0 8.4 2.0 5.0 37.0 37.0 7
Mike Workman 6.0 8.0 8.0 7.6 5.0 43.6 34.6 5
Ian Moss 10.6 1.0 7.0 7.5 8.5 34.6 34.6 5
Richard Peck 5.0 6.5 9.2 5.0 8.7 34.4 34.4 5
Stephen Potter 7.5 8.4 6.6 1.0 8.6 32.1 32.1 5
Nick Farmer 1.0 9.5 4.0 6.8 10.7 32.0 32.0 5
Michael Chatwin 3.0 3.0 9.0 R 10.0 7.0 32.0 32.0 5
Tim Hellings 4.9 9.6 7.7 7.5 29.7 29.7 4
John Wilton 8.5 7.4 5.6 6.6 28.1 28.1 4
Terry Coventry 1.0 8.5 8.6 9.5 27.6 27.6 4
Tom Jefferis 9.0 7.6 9.8 26.4 26.4 3
Mal Allen 7.0 0.0 7.8 3.0 8.0 25.8 25.8 4
Peter Hart 5.0 9.0 10.8 1.0 25.8 25.8 4
John Looker 5.0 7.5 3.0 9.7 25.2 25.2 4
Derek Tyler 10.0 9.0 R 6.0 R 25.0 25.0 3
Colin Perryman 4.0 8.7 6.0 1.0 4.7 R 24.4 24.4 5
Mark Tooth 3.0 9.5 7.4 3.0 22.9 22.9 4
Stuart Harrold 1.0 7.8 5.0 6.5 2.0 22.3 22.3 5
John Ludford 6.0 5.0 8.0 3.0 22.0 22.0 4
Brian Partridge 5.0 0.0 1.0 3.0 5.0 7.5 21.5 21.5 5
Dave Sargeant 8.6 5.9 6.7 21.2 21.2 3
Nigel Green 2.0 8.0 10.8 20.8 20.8 3
Tim Whellock 5.9 9.0 5.0 19.9 19.9 3
Gregor Dixon-Smith 1.0 8.3 8.3 27.6 27.6 3
Bill Rosten 5.0 8.9 3.0 16.9 16.9 3
Nigel Scotford 3.0 0.0 4.8 8.7 16.5 16.5 3
Terry Ball 5.0 8.4 3.0 16.4 16.4 3
Gary Browning 8.5 7.7 16.2 16.2 2
Robin Preedy 3.0 5.0 7.0 15.0 15.0 3
Michael Warnes 5.0 9.3 14.3 14.3 2
Courtenay Yandle 7.4 6.5 R 13.9 13.9 2
Tony Branson 4.0 5.80 3.00 12.8 12.8 3
David Miller 3.0 0.0 9.7 12.7 12.7 2
Simon Woodall 0.0 0.0 6.8 0.0 5.9 R 12.7 12.7 2
Stuart Roach 3.0 9.3 12.3 12.3 2
Roger Reed 4.0 7.5 11.5 11.5 2

DateFinal
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Navigators League 24 Dec 2006
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Becey Macey 5.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 9.8 5.0 11.0 10.4 11.0 11.0 91.2 96.2 10
Liz Bennett 5.0 9.0 10.4 9.5 10.2 9.6 5.0 9.2 10.1 9.2 10.6 10.1 88.9 107.9 12
Tina Allaway 5.0 10.5 5.0 10.5 10.4 9.2 5.0 R 9.2 9.4 9.5 10.3 84.0 94.0 11
Aaron Haizelden 10.5 10.6 10.6 9.4 10.2 10.2 10.4 10.5 R 82.4 82.4 8
Chris Phillips 1.0 9.9 4.0 7.8 6.0 9.9 5.0 8.5 6.5 58.6 58.6 9
Ralph Talbot 10.0 10.9 10.0 10.8 7.9 7.0 56.6 56.6 6
Judy Phillips 5.0 10.2 10.6 10.2 10.2 9.6 55.8 55.8 6
Richard Jones 8.0 7.0 9.2 6.5 30.7 30.7 4
Nikki Jones 8.0 8.0 5.0 7.0 28.0 28.0 4
Alan Selwood 9.5 6.8 10.7 27.0 27.0 3
Carlie Hart 5.0 9.0 10.8 1.0 25.8 25.8 4
Ben Johnson 0.0 5.0 10.5 8.5 24.0 24.0 3
Scott Kelly 5.0 7.5 3.0 15.5 15.5 3
Donny Allen 7.0 0.0 7.8 14.8 14.8 2
Sue Ludford 6.0 5.0 3.00 14.0 14.0 3
Fred Mills 6.5 4.7 11.2 11.2 2
Paul Gregory 5.0 5.0 10.0 10.0 2
Caroline Kenny 6.8 6.8 6.8 1
Andy Hellings 4.9 4.9 4.9 1
Pat Toulmin 4.8 4.8 4.8 1
Jonathan Chatwin 3.0 R 3.0 3.0 1

Date

Team League 2006
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JVs
Giles Greenslade DNC 10.5 9.2 10.4 DNC DNC 10.2 R 10.2 DNC 10.1 10.1 10.1 6.7 10.2
Ross Norman 1 DNC 6.9 6.0 DNC DNC 11.0 8.90 DNC DNC 8.0 9.5 DNC DNC R
Bill Bennett 5.0 9.0 DNC 10.4 9.5 5.0 DNC 10.2 9.6 5.0 9.2 10.1 9.2 10.6 10.1
Tony Young DNC 2.0 7.9 0.0 8.8 DNC DNC DNC 10.0 DNC 5.0 10.5 8.5 6.0 R
Team Total 0 21.5 24.0 26.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 29.8 0.0 27.3 30.7 27.8 23.3 0.0 211.2 211.2 8

Bump and Grind
Andrew Martin 5.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 10.8 5.0 11.0 10.6 10.6 5.0 10.8 10.9 10.4 11.0 11.0
Sticker Martin 5.0 DNC 9.7 8.0 10.7 0.0 R 9.0 8.8 5.0 R 10.7 R 10.7 R
Dick Bolt 5.0 8.5 5.7 5.0 DNC 0.0 3.0 DNC DNC 3.0 DNC 8.7 9.5 9.7 10.7
Carl Talbot R 10.0 10.9 10.0 10.8 0.0 R 7.9 7.0 1.0 DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC
Team Total 15.0 29.5 31.6 29.0 32.3 5.0 0.0 27.5 26.4 13.0 0.0 30.3 0.0 31.4 0.0 253 271 11

More Bump and Grind
Paul Bartelman 5.0 DNC DNC 9.0 DNC 5.0 DNC DNC DNC 5.0 7.0 DNC DNC DNC 11.0
Simon Groves 5.0 10.5 10.7 11.0 7.7 0.0 11.0 6.0 9.8 DNC 9.7 9.7 10.5 7.7 9.7
Harvey Waters 3.0 DNC 10.0 DNC 8.8 3.0 5.0 DNC DNC DNC DNC R 9.4 10.0 10.0
Dudley Sterry 5.0 7.0 9.9 4.0 DNC 5.0 6.0 9.9 11.0 3.0 11.0 8.5 9.5 4.0 9.0

Team Total 15.0 0.0 30.6 24.0 0.0 13.0 22.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 27.7 0.0 29.4 21.7 30.7 214.1 214.1 9
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Following on from Keith's paragraph in the 
last Restart, a few more words to 
introduce myself as the motorcycle 
coordinator.  
 

I've taken on this task as a way of putting 
something back into this wonderful sport. 
I've been riding in motorcycle trials of one 
sort or another for the past 24 years, and I 
have to say I've found the long distance 
classic variety the most enjoyable.  
 

As well as maintaining the championship 
tables, I'd also like to try to improve the 
championships and the events. Of 
particular concern is the relatively low 
numbers of championship contenders 
when one considers that the ACTC 
championships are effectively a national 
championship for our sort of trials, and that 
some events have a relatively low number 

of entrants. If anyone has any suggestions 
of how the situation may be improved then 
I'd be happy to hear them. If you have any 
motorcycling friends in possession of a 
suitable machine, then why not invite them 
to join you on your next competitiive 
outing?  
 

Similarly, any other constructive 
comments are welcome and if there's any 
newcomers to the sport in need of advice 
do not hesitate to contact me. My details 
are below. Anyway, now it's time to head 
into the freezing garage to put the finishing 
touches to the bike for the Exeter Trial. 
Keep your feet up!  
 

Ian Thompson  
Motorcycle Coordinator  
i1_wjt@yahoo.co.uk  
07717 093228 
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Y o s h i  A d a m s 6 8 1 0 6 1 0 1 0 6 2 9 1 0 7 7 7 5
C h r i s  P o e l 1 0 9 3 1 0 1 0 1 0 7 5 6 4
T o m  B e c k e r le g 3 9 9 3 9 8 3 1 0 5 4
G r a h a m  M a k e p e a c e 1 0 1 0 3 2 1 0 2 8 4 5
R ic h a r d  H a r v e y 1 0 6 6 2 2
A n d r e w  W e s t la k e 1 0 9 1 9
B u s te r  G r i f f i n 8 1 5 1 4
M a r t in  M a r r io t 1 0 3 1 3
R ic h a r d  E a v e s 1 0 3 1 3
S te p h e n  B a i le y 9 9
Ia n  T h o m p s o n 6 6
k e i t h  J o h n s to n 6 6
R o b  D i x o n 5 5
Ia n  R e n n ie 3 1 4
S te p h e n  G r in te r 4 4
S te p h e n  E d w a r d s 3 3
R ic h a r d  B la n d 1 1

P o u n c y  L e a g u e  2 0 0 6
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A n d r e w  P e th e r i c k 1 0 1 0 7 1 0 8 1 0 6 7 1 0 0 7 8 6 5
A le x a n d e r  L id g a te 6 1 0 6 9 7 6 1 0 8 9 4 7 5 5 9
J o h n  H in d 3 8 3 1 0 3 2 7 2 7
S te p h e n  F u l le r 6 6 6

R o s e  B o w l  2 0 0 6
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 

21st January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
28th January Exmoor North Devon MC Championship (C/M) 
4th February Cotswold Clouds Stroud MC Championship (C) 
11th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
17th February Northern Fellside Championship (C/M) 
17th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC * 
18th February Launceston L&NCMC  
25th February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Championship (M) 
4th March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
10th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
11th March March Hare Falcon MC ACTC Invite 
17th March Hereford VSCC * 
1st April President’s Camel Vale * 
6th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
21st April Kimber MGCC * 
22nd April Kyrle Ross Championship (C) 
22nd April Scottish VSCC * 
29th April Bovey Down Windwhistle MC ACTC invite 
29th April Sphinx Chelteham Championship (M) 
20th May  Ilkley Ilkley MC ACTC Invite 
9th September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
23rd September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
6th October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
13th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC invite 
21st October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
28th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
4th November Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
4th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
10th November Lakeland VSCC * 
10th November  Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 
18th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
25th November Allen BMCC&LCC Championship (C) 
25th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
9th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

6th January Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible. 
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