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The Fack Trials Differential 
Some Escort and BMC units ex stock, May 05 

 

A bolt in conversion for Escort & BMC ‘A’ Series axles 
Now well known in classic trials as well as sporting trials where it originated, this 
unit has solve the diff problem for those cars using Escort or BMC ‘A’ series axles. 
Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, instead of two in 
the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller bearings. No production 
components are used, and the superb new casing is machined from solid high 
grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £520 (no VAT, while stocks last) but what price can you 
put on having the confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your 
results are bound to improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and 
still be able to drive home after the event!  
 

All spares still available 
 
 

Julian Fack, Orchard Farm, Shareshill, Wolverhampton WV10 7LE 
Or leave a message on 07812 108 588 at any time 

 
j.fack@virgin.net 
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It’s time to apologise I’m afraid. Firstly I must apologise to Tim and Anne Whellock  
for how their advert appeared in the last issue. Technical problems and as I don’t 
see the hard copy of the magazine until 260 copies appear on my doormat, it’s often 
too late to do anything about problems, even when my printer offers to do a full 
reprint. Ideally I would like the time to accept a sample copy, with the luxury of a few 
days to proof read it—then it would almost be perfect. However I prefer to be kind to 
my contributors and so I  leave my copy date to the very last moment and small 
glitches have to be accepted. The technical  problem this time? I won’t go into detail, 
but it had to do with the fact that there was colour on a page that  was to be printed 
in black and white—not usually a problem, but it is when printing colour on the other 
side. It all means that I will either have to find a b&w Beetle for Simon’s ad or just 
watch where I put it.  I enclose a slip with Tim’s proper advert on—just in case you 
want to correct  your last issue. (glue required!) 
 
Secondly I must 
apologise to Fred 
Mills, who bounces 
for Derek Reynolds in  
the DAF. I am using 
one of his photos on 
the front cover for this 
year and last time I 
didn’t credit it to him. 
In my last minute 
haste to get the 
magazine out I 
couldn’t remember 
whose photo it was! 
While sorting out 
some photos for the 
ACTC dinner dance I 
realised who had 
taken it. Sorry Fred... 

 

MARLIN ROADSTER FOR SALE  
Marlin SWB Roadster 1985, Classic Trials Prepared  

Used once due to ill health  
Spec: Fiat 1600 Twin Cam Engine & 5 Speed Gearbox  

Marina 10 CWT Van Axle with Needleroller  
Bearing & Pin Conversion  

Full Engine Gear Box sump shield plus fuel tank guard  
Twin Spare Wheel carrier & tool box  

New Spax Shocks at front  
6 New Colway Remould Tyres & Wheels  

& 5 Spare Wheels  
Full Wet Weather Equipment & Ridged side screens  

Price: £3,250.00 (ono)  
 

Contact: John Summerhayes on home no:  
01460 - 54145 or 07976 - 983730 (Somerset) 
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I  ended my column last time with a 
bit about fire extinguishers. Since I 
wrote that paragraph, we have had 
two trials that have insisted on 

competitors carrying an extinguisher 
and, in spite of my comments it remains 
true that the vast majority of competitors 
do not carry an extinguisher that 
satisfies the MSA regulation Q3.1.1. I 
would be the first to admit that on both 
these events the SSRs only stated that a 
fire extinguisher was required, with 
specifying the sort.  
 
But I was quite surprised to find out just 
how many of you are not carrying one 
that matches the Blue Book regulation. 
Both of these events have stated that 
next year a regulation extinguisher will 
be compulsory, and whilst I have not yet 
spoken with the organisers I would be 
prepared to bet that the Camel will also 
be demanding compliance. This is NOT 
because we are concerned about the 
threat of fire. Thankfully such 
occurrences are few and far between. It 
is because the organiser's task becomes 
harder and harder each year as land 
owners demand more paperwork.  
 
Forest Enterprise, for example, insists 
on seeing a risk assessment for each 
venue being used, and this is not some 
standard form that can be trotted out as 
required, but has to be individually 
tailored to the venue. They also want to 
see the club's safety policy. One of the 
risks that have to be assessed is of 
course fire. Forest Enterprise works with 
the MSA all the time, and therefore they 
know what the rules are. They expect to 
see that the risk assessment states that 

to counter the risk of fire all competitors 
must carry, not just any fire extinguisher, 
but one that has been recommended by 
the sport’s governing body as being the 
most suitable for the task in hand. It is 
also pointless to have an extinguisher 
that is locked in the boot, or buried 
underneath the toolbox, - don't laugh, at 
least three people turned up at the 
scrutineering in this state. It makes 
sense to have it out of the way the rest 
of the time so that it does not attract the 
attention of those who prefer to acquire 
things without paying for them, but to 
turn up at scrutineering with it hidden 
away is at least just stupid, and even if 
the plan was to get it out, to have not 
done so before arriving at the front of the 
scrutineering queue is very discourteous 
to the scrutineers, wastes their time and 
holds up all of your fellow competitors.  
 
I would also draw to the attention of a 
number of competitors who were 
carrying Halon extinguishers that the 
discharging of these is illegal. Not just 
MSA illegal, but up before the magistrate 
illegal. Therefore the carrying of one of 
these does not constitute carrying an 
extinguisher for the purposes of event 
regulations. On any event where the 
SSRs say no extinguisher equals no 
start, a Halon one is the same as none 
at all. There is nothing to stop you 
having one in the car, but for 
scrutineering purposes a regulation 
extinguisher must also be present. 
However, should your car catch fire, the 
decision is yours - save the planet, or 
save the car.  
 
To remind those that have an aversion 
to reading the rule book, its not exactly 
bed time reading I know, the fire 
extinguisher requirement is for a 
minimum of 1.75 litres of AFFF. This is a 
foam spray, not a dry powder. For those 
with small cars, you do not have to carry 
it all in one extinguisher you can have as 
many as you want, so long as the total 

4 

volume of extinguishant is at least 1.75 
litres. If you are buying, it pays to shop 
around. My local supplier charged me 
less than half the price quoted in the 
Demon Tweeks catalogue. 
 
The next task for you is only relevant to 
those competitors that compete in class 
7. Just as the Inland Revenue has 
introduced a system of self assessment 
then so have we. If you are competing 
with one of the approved kit cars, we will 
now be asking you to possess a copy of 
the specification sheet for your car, 
which you will be expected to produce at 
scrutineering, signed to say that your car 
complies with the specification. During 
the autumn months, the scrutineer will be 
nagging you to obtain your certification, 
from January it will be compulsory, just 
as showing your MoT is. The spec 
sheets are available on the ACTC 
website, and full instructions as to 
exactly what is expected of you is given 
on the spec sheets. Currently, new style 
spec sheets exist for Marlin & Liege. 
Those for Duttons Melos & Phaeton, 
Vincent, Husky, Racecorp, Dellow and 
Jago Geep will appear over the summer. 
If you do not have Internet access at 
home, you can either (1) go down to your 
local library and access the website from 
there, or (2) send me an SAE (C5 
preferred) and I will post a copy to you. 
 
One of the questions that often arises, is 
the question of how to classify vehicles 
that don't quite fit into the technical 
regulations as they stand, but whose 
owners we would not wish to discourage. 
The MCC gets round this problem by the 
issuing of reclassification certificates 
which allow drivers to run in the class 
which the club deems most appropriate 
to the car-driver combination. Currently 
ACTC does not access these certificates, 
but I always believe, that as times 
change, such decisions should be 
reviewed to ensure that they are still 
right. It is easier for the MCC as their 

scoring system means that the 
performance of one vehicle has little or 
no bearing on the award winning 
probability of another. In one-day events, 
where a single mark can make the 
difference between reward and 
disappointment it is not so easy to 
confidently include vehicles. Should 
ACTC go down this route, now is a good 
time to do so as only one MCC 
Certificate is valid. Please don't think that 
such a change would be an opportunity 
to swamp class 7 with "rubbish" specials 
that have been badly designed without 
thought for what actually makes a car 
competitive, I would think that this would 
be more likely be about moving existent 
cars out of class 7 into a more suitable 
home, and giving the ACTC Technical 
Panel a way of reviewing what should fit 
into the new class 5b. It’s all just a 
thought. Please send me some 
comments. 
 
The most thorny question in trialling of all 
sorts, and certainly what seems to be the 
most emotive, is that of limited-slip and 
lockable differentials. ACTC continues to 
try to unravel the mysteries of these 
things, and how to confidently test for 
their existence. I would like to reach a 
stage where ACTC has a test in which it 
has sufficient confidence to be able to 
say, "This is our test, we care not what is 
actually inside your axle, if it fails this test 
for whatever reason, you are out".  
 
We have a team who are conducting 
experiments over the summer with a 
variety of different diff types to try to 
make this work. I do have to say though, 
that the whispers are always that "the 
other guy" has a dodgy diff, but no one 
has yet said to our scrutineers "I think so 
and so is not exactly kosher". To a 
certain degree therefore, I lose interest in 
the problem, as organisers have enough 
problems to get on with without having to 
second guess competitors who will not 
make their concerns plain If you think 
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H ow was your Friday 13th? Well, 
personally I hadn’t been 
bashed over the head by a 
disintegrating mirror dropped 

by a chap on a ladder nudged by a black 
cat, but all the same it had turned out to 
be a direly stressful day. Then before the 
sun set on this fateful Friday came the 
“We’ve won!” e-mail from Andrew 
Brown, declaring an about-turn by defra 
and an acknowledgement by the 
mandarins that motorsport on 
agricultural land should be subject to the 
28 day rule for SPS eligibility after all, 
meaning that thousands of threatened 
grass roots events could resume their 
normal service. 
 
On the very day that Manchester 
United’s ownership destiny hit the 
headlines every hour, the peaceful 
pursuits of many times Old Trafford’s 
capacity barely merited a printed 
paragraph. At May’s council meeting, 
your chairman suggested that the 
motorsport lobby should be in a fairly 
strong position, between the MSA 
actually engaging a QC in action against 
defra, and the latter’s unilateral action 

being at odds with EU directives. 
Complementing Simon’s observations, 
Greg Warren stressed the need for 
clerks of the course to talk to their farmer 
hosts in seeking solutions, though as 
Stan Peel from Ilkley observed to me, 
some defra inspectors had actually been 
specifically denying farmers the option to 
accommodate motorsport at all! 
 
Furthermore, as Stuart Turner points out 
in the latest ‘Wheels’ club newsletter, 
there are at least two certainties about 
the land access battle. The first is that it 
won’t be the last such one we have to 
fight; the second is that the better 

Sect’
s 

Spin 

someone has a limited slip diff, tell the 
scrutineer, so that the person concerned 
can be checked and possibly 
exonerated. One of the items doing the 
rounds of the nameless rumour mill 
involves the use of "line lockers". A line 
locker is a relative of the fiddle brake 
and is therefore totally illegal, and so 
clearly so that should I find that one has 
been discovered, I will make it my 
personal campaign to ensure that the 
person concerned is not just excluded 
from the event, but banned from the 
sport for life. 
 
I shall finish with some statistics that 
show the popularity of out sport. Based 
on the records kept as part of the 

scrutineering system, a total of 258 
different people have entered events 
since last September. The classes by 
popularity are class 1: 21, class 2: 26, 
class 3: 37, class 4: 22, class 5: 15, 
class 6: 18, class 7 61, class 8: 58 The 
class 2 numbers are inflated by the 
couple of trials for whom this class is 
popular, yet don't attract the same 
crowd. The Marlin and the Beetle share 
the top spot as most popular car, with 32 
entries, Ford Escorts come next at 26 
and Austin 7s at 12. 10 Dellows being 
the only other model to make it into 
double figures. 
 
Enjoy your summer…………. 
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organised we are next time, the better 
chance we’ll have of influencing 
decisions. Stuart goes on to advise that 
clubs should become more active in 
building bridges with the communities in 
which they work, because the warmer 
the links we have, the more likely people 
are to be on our side, or at least neutral 
rather than anti, over issues affecting us. 
He goes on to state the case for club 
committees to make ‘community 
relations’ an agenda item every quarter 
and to link it with club PR. I’m aware that 
some clubs already make charitable 
donations, such as to air ambulance for 
example, and this initiative can be a 
productive source of goodwill. 
 
Moving on now to the happier topics of 
our sport from the council meeting - 
Dave Haizelden had supplied his 
championship monitor’s report 
beforehand, since he was cycle riding for 
charity on the day: his document 
covered feedback made by observers for 
each trial, plus his own 
recommendations. The observations are 
compiled with a view to continuous 
improvement in mind, so they offer 
useful tips for all clubs wishing to run 
premium quality events. Dave noted that 
John and June Blakeley’s series 
scrutineering has become a great 
success, and we remind everyone that 
these folk can accept any genuine 
queries from competitors on technical, 
eligibility issues etc. without need for 
recourse to the full protest procedure. 
 
Your monitor’s 7 decrees on what makes 
a good event, for all to consider, are as 
follows: 
 
  A good start venue (reflecting moves 

by several clubs this season) 
 New sections to keep the trial fresh 

(credit to Exe Valley) 
 Competitive sections 
 All classes with a chance of finishing 

in the top 15 (Clee exemplary) 
 Careful setting out of markers, i.e. 

not stopping most of the field at the 
10 allowing a handful to go clean 

 More use of higher position restarts 
at 3 or 2 marker instead of the 6 

 Descending tyre pressure limits 
through classes, not a blanket limit 

 
And finally, out of the 18 agenda items, 
Council applied its ideas to the team 
championship which has withered of 
late. Currently, team members largely 
comprise the keen types running at the 
head of the championship tables, but a 
broader church would be welcomed. 
Like most things in life, it’s all been done 
before, and the pre-war concept of ‘3 out 
of 4’ competitors was raised again. 
 
After bouncing the details around 
officers and delegates, it was approved 
that the structure for the future team 
championships would be as follows: 
 
 abandon the current ‘rule of 17’ class 

combination 
 teams to be drawn from groups of 4 

competitors 
 3 of the 4 to be nominated before the 

start of each trial 
 a maximum of 2 of the 4 competitors 

to be drawn from the previous year’s 
championship top 10. 

 
We hope that this flexibility will 
encourage more of you into this great 
trialling camaraderie – perhaps a beer or 
three on the 4th of June will stimulate 
ideas and we’ll see some new teams 
and names after the awards ceremony 
at the Aztec… 
 
See you there 
 

Adrian 
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The Northern Trial  
by Roger Tushingham 

 

M y ‘Scott Trials Special’ 
celebrates its 75th birthday 
(or should that be build-day) 
this year, so what better way 

to get the party rolling than participation 
in Fellside Auto Club’s Northern Classic 
Trial? 

I like this trial. The Fellside team are a 
friendly, enthusiastic group who try very 
hard to lay on a good event and let’s 
face it, classic trials are a bit thin on the 
ground north of Shepton Mallet. They 
certainly had their work cut out this year 
because the damage caused by the 
winter’s extreme weather, which flooded 
Carlisle and felled over 80,000 trees in 
the northern lakes alone, is by no means 
cleared up. Having said that, this 
remains a very special part of the 
country, the grandeur of the English 
Lake District seen from its least 
exploited corner. It’s fantastic that 
they’re able to hold a motor-sport event 
here at all. Some of last year’s sections 
and parts of the forest were still 
impassable so key hazards were lost, 
but by clever use of the land that was 
still available, they managed to stage a 
very enjoyable and challenging event.  

The day started early for me, 5.30 am for 
the drive over from Yorkshire, in time to 
enjoy a full breakfast in the trial HQ 
before my start time of 8.32 am, running 
number 2 on the road. There was a 
reasonable entry of 38 cars and 20 
bikes, most of which, were a fair bit 
newer than the trusty old Scott. This bike 
attracts plenty of interest wherever it 
goes, but what most people don’t realise 

is that it’s actually a very good 
trials bike indeed. Despite its 
age, there are not many bikes 
I’d swap it for, when tackling 
many of the sections found in 
classic trials. In fact, I spent so 
long chatting to people at the 
start that I ran last bike on the 
road all morning and had no 
time for lunch if I was to get 
back in number order for the 
sole time check first thing in 
the afternoon. 
 

Big mistake number one was 
not wearing enough warm 
clothes. The day dawned 
clear, crisp and sunny, it was 

chilly first thing but I assumed it would 
warm up as the sun climbed over the 
yard. Wrong! – I knew I was 
underdressed within 5 minutes, but what 
with all my shilly shallying at the start, I 
thought I’d better just clench my teeth 
and get on with it. Things looked up at 
the first section with a good clean where 
others had struggled, but this was 
followed by a disaster at section two 
‘Forest Yump’ where almost everyone 
else went clean. The section was rutted 
mud with a restart, not too hard, but as I 
approached the restart slowly looking for 
the best spot, I didn’t take enough care 
with my riding and I was sideways in a 
flash, game over! Annoying, but that’s 
part of the game, so I just settled down 
to enjoying the trial and managed to 
keep my feet up as far as the lunch stop. 
The first opportunity I had to spend time 
with the other bikes and riders and a 

Roger & his Scott Spl 
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pretty interesting bunch they were too! 
Steven Edwards had travelled all the 
way up from Braunton with his Honda 
and looked neat and tidy all day. Dave 
Moffat was down from Scotland with his 
BSA, I’m not sure which model it is, but 
it’s always well turned out and serves 
Dave well in trials and vintage events. 
Dick Tett was riding his very tidy and 
rare Montesa trail bike, bought from a 
dealer on a whim one day, when he 
called in to pick up a couple of fork 
seals. I like your style Dick!  But perhaps 
the most interesting machine was Jeff 
Gouch’s Russian military Ural sidecar 
outfit. Passengered by his daughter 
Sarah, this bike sported two-wheel drive 
(disengaged for this event I think) and 
some serious looking tyres. Quite a 
beast, in fact it emerged that eight of the 
bikes had failed scutineering for tyres but 
had been allowed to ride on a non-award 
basis. 
 

Lunch was taken at the Whinlatter Forest 
Visitor Centre, but no lunch for me. After 
being late all morning, followed by 
further chatting in the car park, I didn’t 
even have time for a cup of tea. So it 
was back on the Scott and down the 
road for the afternoon time control and 
oh yes I’m cold, ****dy cold! Still can’t 
complain, the afternoon went pretty well, 
Hobcarton 1 & 2, back to Forest Yump 
with no problems this time, Widow 
Hause (where do they get these 
names?) and on to Little Cockup! It’s 
funny but sections that present problems 
to cars are often OK for bikes and vice-
versa. You have the luxury of a wider 
choice of line on a bike but on the 
downside, you do have to counteract the 
natural tendency of the thing to fall over! 
Little Cockup became a Big Cockup for 
many, but the trusty old Scott found her 
way up without fault so I was beginning 
to feel a little better about my result. All 
that would change at Sandale, however, 
the last section and one that I’ve ridden 
a number of times in the past. 

Sandale is about 100 yards long, not 
very steep but very boggy with a 
covering of grass so that it’s not obvious 
where the deepest mud is. I’ve never 
cleaned it on my Royal Enfield but was 
feeling fairly confident on the Scott as I 
lined up at the start. I think the hill is 
owned by the chap who lives in the 
house adjacent to the start, a trials 
enthusiast himself, he usually turns out 
to watch the action along with a good 
group of his friends. He must have been 
a bit disappointed last year because this 
year he’d been tipping slurry at the 
bottom, which, with a thin covering of 
grass looked very similar to the hard-
packed run in we’d enjoyed in previous 
years. I was number 2 so was a little 
surprised when Steve Edwards cut quite 
a rut on his way to a disappointing 9. 
Alarm bells rang so I chose a line just to 
the right of him and WHUMPH! Straight 
in up to the engine, twelve marks out of 
the window, but the really annoying part 
was that after a quick and hefty shove to 
get free, I rode the rest of the hill without 
problems. Took the edge off the trial 
those marks did, but that’s trialing so 
with hunched shoulders (against the cold 
– by now I was very cold!) it was down 
the road to the last special test and a 
nice hot tea. By the way, I understand 
from a marshal who was at Sandale all 
afternoon, that the owner’s house was 
absolutely covered in mud and slurry 
after all the cars had gone through. 
Perhaps next year we can look forward 
to a little less mud on the entry! 
 

The thing about Hypothermia is that 
you’re not actually aware of exactly 
when you cease to be cold and become 
hypothermic! They say that one of the 
symptoms is reduced mental capacity 
and an inability to think straight. Thus it 
was that arriving at a T-junction that was 
clearly marked as a left on my route 
card, I turned right. Steve Edwards, 
following behind was unable to attract 
my attention, but the fact that he was not 
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there when I couldn’t find the next 
direction marker drew my attention to 
the mistake. So after turning round and 
completing the final test I was waved out 
onto the road by a marshal who was 
surprised when I continued riding along 
on the wrong side! He may have been 
surprised but I’ll wager he was not as 
surprised as the chap who was 
approaching me in the family car. My 
though process went something like; 
what’s that idiot doing – oh oh – no time 
to look over my shoulder, better go on 
the grass – car along side – try to look 
cool, like I’m doing this as part of the 
trial, phew don’t look back, must be 
hypothermic!  I do drive on the continent 
quite a lot and I’m aware that it’s often a 
couple of days after returning, when 
pulling out onto a quiet road, that you 
run the biggest risk of making a mistake 
like this. However, it was at least a 
month since I’d driven in France. I’m no 

doctor, but I reckon I was close to 
becoming the trials rider they find in ten 
thousand years time, frozen solid like a 
Mammoth in a block of ice.  
 

Apart from that it was a really good day 
– The hot supper at the finish went some 
way to restoring life and I certainly 
perked up when I found out that I’d won. 
A very happy birthday indeed! 
 

Footnote – Of course it’s colder up 
north, but I’m supposed to be used to it, 
I live there. If I’d wrapped up properly I’d 
have been OK, the other riders were. 
This was a particularly cold day but it 
was also bright and fresh, the kind of 
day that makes you feel good to be 
alive. It’s a wonderful and not often 
visited part of the country and like I said 
earlier, it’s a trial that I always enjoy. I’ll 
be back next year (with hot bath 
installed in the back of the van) if you’ve 
not tried it, why not give it a go! 

Bikers line up for Widow Hause 
(Photo by Pat Toulmin) 
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2005 Fell Side Auto Club’s 
Northern Classic Trial 

by Richard Parker 
 

T his excellent annual event took 
place on Sunday February 19th 

in perfect trial weather, – dry 
and bright above ground but 

claggy enough under foot to make 
conditions sporting. As usual the event is 
based on Wigton in Cumbria and the 
action takes place in the Northern Lake 
District where the magnificent scenery 
includes mountains, fells and lakes and 
sea views across to Scotland. 
 

This report is written from the viewpoint 
of a competitor so inevitably is restricted 
in what was witnessed. For instance, I 
didn’t see a bike in action all day, so 
have little to say about the two and three 
wheelers. 
 

My mount is a 1928 Austin Seven 
“Chummy” running in class 2. It is my 
34th year of trialling in this car although 
inevitably, like George Washington’s 
axe, it has had a number of different 
heads and handles! Producing probably 
not much more then its original 13 bhp, 
with narrow 19-inch wheels and 3-speed 
gearbox, it has good ground clearance 
and manoeuvrability and performs 
adequately rather than spectacularly. 
 

I arrived at the start without a passenger 
due to last minute illness, so the word 
went out that I was looking for a “bouncy 
woman interested in dirty work”. Within 
minutes, Chris Veevers, Clerk of Course, 
produced an admirable one. She had not 
previously participated in a trial but read 
the road book impeccably, never 
complained about the car’s spartan 
conditions and seemed to have an 
enjoyable day. If you are reading this, 
Lesley Ashbridge, a very big thank you. 
 
Scrutineering and a differential test took 
place in the yard of Wigton’s Auction 

Mart and were carried out with friendly 
efficiency. This is a great base for a trial, 
- plenty of parking space and on-site 
catering in the Stocksman, before and 
after the event.  
 

The route took us out of Wigton to 
Special Test 1, about an 8 mile run. A 
rocky track with a gentle slope presented 
little difficulty but a rock outcrop in the 
right hand rut was to be avoided. I saw 
one Class 8 competitor hit this hard 
resulting in a very bent wheel rim. Roger 
Reed in his original Dellow failed this 
test by starting before the flag but it 
didn’t seem to matter much as he went 
on to win his class handsomely. On then 
to Setmurthy Forest where shafts of 
sunlight shining through the trees 
welcomed us to Section 1, - “Black 
Hole”. Exactly as described, this is a 
deeply rutted mud track leading to 
darkness where the sun never 
penetrates. Here we were defeated at 
the 9 marker by the width of the ruts 
which were substantially wider than the 
track of the Austin causing it to heel over 
and lose traction, - a common 
occurrence in this car. Bill Bennett got to 
a creditable 6 in his always well-turned 
out MG J2, by far the best score from 
the pre-war brigade. There was a restart 
for classes 6,7 and 8 and except for 
three class 8 cars this section took 
marks from the entire field. 
 

Next we were directed via Cockermouth 
and Lorton to Thornthwaite Forest where 
there were 3 sections. Forest Yump is 
challenging when really wet but on the 
day was cleanable by the majority. Next 
came Darling How with a restart for 
everyone. This section is my “bete noir” 
as I have failed the restart every year. 
This time was to be no different as I 
foolishly put a back wheel in the box 
thus attempting the restart on the 
steepest part. The results showed that 
quite a number of runners were 
penalised here, particularly in class 3 
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where only Colin Perryman’s BMW ran 
clean. Sadly, it was here that Jonathan 
and Pat Toulmin met their ‘waterloo’, 
holing the fuel tank of their Marlin and 
retiring from the event. 
 
The third section is Widow Hause, which 
is rough and fairly steep but seems to be 
less difficult than it appears and didn’t 
trouble many. Tony Branson was the 
marshal in charge here. Usually a 
competitor, his Marlin was out of action 
after an electrical fire on the Lands End.  
 
We then motored to Buttermere Old 
Road via quiet roads through quite 
spectacular lakes and mountain scenery. 
This section is well known to me as it 
has been used in the VSCC’s Lakeland 
Trial for over 30 years. Once the public 
road, it now resembles a rocky river bed 
and although the section itself is not 
difficult it generally includes a restart to 
sort the men out from the boys. This 
year the restart was over ambitious and 
defeated the entire entry except five in 
class 8. Because of icy roads earlier in 
the day, the alternative “snow and ice 
route” came into operation after this 
section so we retraced the route back to 
Lorton onto Whinlatter Pass and into the 
forest at Hobcarton Gill where there was 
a time control (penalties only for early 
arrival). 
 
There were two sections scheduled here 
but the first, Hobcarton 1, was cancelled 
after attempts by several competitors 
due, I understand, to risk of damage 
from nasty tree stumps.The second, 
Hobcarton 2, was a gentle, easy climb 
with a restart for everyone, and even 
fairly high tyre pressure limits failed to 
give trouble here. Then a short trip back 
down the road to have a second go at 
Forest Yump and Widow Hause, the 
latter with a restart this time for classes 
6, 7 and 8. We cleaned both sections, as 
did the majority but James Calver in a 
Marlin broke a spring and his prop shaft 

soon after the start of Widow Hause, 
ending his trial.  
 

A brisk run over Whinlatter Pass, 
through Braithwaite village and past 
Bassenthwaite Lake brought us to Beck 
Wythop Forest with two sections to 
attempt. Little Cockup had a steepish 
start, then levelled out and finished with 
a steep 90 degree left bend with deep 
ruts. Conditions and levels of grip varied 
throughout the day and the results 
showed wide-ranging scores. During the 
time we were waiting here, class 3 cars 
made their attempts. The revs and 
clouds of blue tyre smoke from some 
entrants had to be heard and seen to be 
believed but once again, only Colin 
Perryman’s BMW was clean. In class 0, 
Roger Reed in the Dellow was the one 
successful competitor. The following 
section, Lowthwaite Side, is a longish 
hill, generally straightforward except for 
the sharp left-hander, which has a 
slippery rock surface. There was a 
restart for classes 6, 7 and 8 which 
defeated some. 
 

Leaving the forest, we enjoyed a run of 
12 miles northwards, leaving the 
Northern Lakes, to Sandale, our final 
section. As a competitor, I have mixed 
feelings about Sandale. Unlike some of 
the sections we use, it is easily 
accessible from public roads and very 
popular with spectators so from this 
viewpoint must be a valuable PR 
exercise for our sport. Located in the 
middle of Sandale village, it consists of a 
deep sea of mud, which has to be 
attacked flat out until momentum 
generally fails, or it does in my case.  
Minimal skill is required and those cars 
that can put on a good turn of speed 
usually travel furthest. This year, out of 
34 runners, 10 cars were successful in 
reaching the top. Mention must be made 
here of Hamish White in the Alvis 12/50 
(I think with 12/70 engine?) running in 
class 0, who was amongst the 10.   
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Back then to the finish in Wigton, doing 
the Greenrigg Special Test on the way. 
This was a good blast on a level field 
with a surprisingly grippy surface, on 
which a ploughing match was to take 
place the following day.  

 

Total mileage for the day was about 60 
miles, which I feel is about right for this 
type of event. We had been blessed with 
mostly glorious weather, which certainly 
adds to the enjoyment.  
 
The results revealed that best performer 
was Ian Davis in the VW Buggy with no 
penalties, followed by Paul Bartleman, 
Ross Norman and Dean Partington, all 
on single figures. I was particularly 
pleased to see that Roger Tushingham 
won the bike class on his 2-stroke, water
-cooled Scott, the oldest bike competing 
and which was made up here in Shipley, 
close to where I live in Yorkshire. 
 
Well done Fell Side in providing another 

successful trial. I know how much hard 
work goes into organising such an event 
and it seems that this year additional 
work was required after the damage 
caused by January’s storms. We had an 
excellent mix of sections, many of which 

had tyre pressure limits in an attempt to 
even up the classes. The road book was 
excellent, easy to read and with snippets 
of interesting information added along 
the route. In terms of scenery this event 
is unique, - long may it continue.  
Thanks to everyone involved and here’s 
looking forward to the next one. 
 

Is it time that a new class or sub-class 
was introduced in classic trials for what I 
like to call “venerable” trials cars such as 
original Dellows, Ford and other period 
specials and the like? At present, unless 
they choose to enter Class 0 (which is 
another grey area), they have to run in 
class 8 in which they are hopelessly 
outclassed. What do you think?  

Richard Parker & Lesley Ashbridge reversing after a successful climb of  Widow Hause 
(Photo by Pat Toulmin) 
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Northern Trial 
 
 

Bike on Widow Hause 
 
(Photo by Pat Toulmin) 

 
 
Hamish White, Alvis on 
Forest Yump 
 
(Photo by Michael 
Toulmin) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tony Young on 
Widow Hause 
 
(Photo by Pat 
Toulmin) 
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Chairman’s Trial 2005 
by Dave Haizelden 

 

W ith the sad loss of Roger 
Pole, Holsworthy Motor 
Club once again put on the 
Chairman’s Trial, with the 

experienced duo of Terry Mattin / Jim 
Wood at the helm, the competitors were 
in for a hard day at the office, and with a 
certain green Golf driver cajoling the 
entire class 1/2 field out to play this ploy 
would later backfire on him! 
 

Even before the event started Adrian 
Dommett who was trailering the Hornet 
to the event ran into problems when the 
pick-up truck threw a brake pad at 
Exeter Services where the truck was 
abandoned and the rest of the journey 
continued in the Woseley. Giles 
Greenslade who was having problems 
with his rear end was escorted front and 
rear by the FWD team! The sedate pace 
by Giles caused the Astra to arrive late 
at the start as the two Golfs got fed up 
going so slowly and went on ahead to 
saver the culinary delights of a breakfast 
roll at the new start venue (Killarney 
Springs).  
 

First hill up for the Chairman’s was 
Gordon’s Terror and what a beast of a 
section this is! With a restart placed on 
top of a boulderous slab of rock all of 
class 6, 7 and 8 failed although Mike 
Chatwin in the Troll did get away but 
stopped on the wrong restart line. The 
lower classes did not fare much better 
but notable climbs were made by Kelly 
Thomas, Dick Bolt, Colin Jeffery and 
Nick Farmer from class 3. David Dyer 
was the only class 4 to get off the restart 
as was Adrian in amalgamated class 1 
and 2. Carl Talbot in his class 8 monster 
failed the restart which by the author’s 
reckoning was the first points he had 
dropped since the final hills on the Clee. 
 

With Tina Allaway taking over the reigns 
in the red Astra for her first drive in 

twelve months, the sheer look of terror 
on her face as she looked up the section 
and the vocal expletives meant that the 
green golf driver stayed well out of the 
way as it was his idea that she should 
enter. However, the red Astra by hook or 
by crook found its way to the top of the 
section undamaged and fully intact with 
a beaming driver (even though she 
missed the restart!), and a very happy 
Paul who shut his eyes for the entire 
section, the author also missed the re-
start but swears a certain Citroen class 1 
driver covered it over. Thanks Dave. 
 

Next up was Special Test 1 which 
involved a couple of tight turns which 
helped the FWDs who had working 
handbrakes, still Charlie Shopland set 
an amazing time of 26.5secs which was 
3secs quicker than Ross Norman in the 
bright yellow Deere Special. Further 
along was Hackmarsh with the only 
failure (who will remain anonymous) 
came from a class 4 Beetle, bad luck 
Dave Dyer…  
 

Further on in the event was Litton Field 
with its usual mix of deep ruts and slimy 
mud. With class 8 having no problems 
with the hill John Robiliard in his Class 6 
Beetle was the first of the lower classes 
to reach the summit which put pressure 
on Giles who duly managed to coax his 
Beetle to the top. With the Ccass 3’s 
suffering with ground clearance the two 
Golfs Messrs Collins and Haizelden 
managed to get some marks back with 
the highest non clearing climbs at 5 
which was also matched by Keith 
Sanders in the class 5 Reliant. 
 

Across the road was Putshole 1 which 
was being watched over by John and 
June Blakeley who were taking a rest 
from their scruitineering duties. The 
section which meandered up through 
some trees gradually getting steeper and 
steeper with tree roots exposed near the 
summit meaning only the more powerful 
vehicles gained a clean. Dave Dyer was 
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the only class 4 to the top but newcomer 
Courtney Yandle who used to campaign 
a motor bike and was now in a class 4 
Skoda managed a very creditable 2. 
Mike Collins who had never seen the 
section before, treaded to carefully over 
the lower part of the hill and spun out at 
the 3 marker. 
 

Next was Galsham which saw the 
retirement of Tina when the clutch cried 
enough! Further on was Walgery, an 
innocent looking section from the start 
line with a triple restart which turned up 
to the left out of sight, and cones keeping 
the competitors tight to the hedge. Tim 
Hellings in the fwd Golf came unstuck 
with too much air in his tyres and failed 
to reach the restart line. This had Dave 
Haizelden and Adrian Dommett reaching 
for their tyre gauges to let the tyres down 
even further allowing them both to clean 
the section with only Ross Norman from 
class 8 the only other clean. 
 

Cutliffe Lane was in very forgiving form 
and most of the competitors easily found 
their way to the top which should bode 
well for the forthcoming Lands End. Tim 
Hellings in his very last drive in the Golf 
before moving onto class 4 recorded his 
best ever climb to the 3 marker, matched 
also by Roger Vanstone in the Mexico 
from class 3, now Tim is campaigning a 
class 4 beetle, I expect Ade Marfell is a 
worried man. 
 

With the competitors duly refreshed 
Smallbrook Wood which was to be 
cancelled after some local four wheel 
drives had been playing, was reinstated 
for the lower classes (well done to the 
Clerk of the Course). The class 8’s had 
to tackle an extended route near the 
summit and most cleaned the hill 
although a couple of 1s were recorded 
by Chatwin / Norman, whilst the lower 
classes finished at the 5 marker which 
was just as well as the green Golf failed 
to get up to the summit and just 
managed to pass the 6 marker whilst the 

rest of the class turned around at the top 
to come back down. 
 

After doing Leigh Woods a new section 
for the cars was Gullijohn which used to 
be for bikes only. This section looked to 
be more testing coming down than going 
up as the hill was a very steep grassy 
climb up to a very high summit. The 
competitors who failed near the top 
found themselves coming back down 
quicker than when they went up. Kelly 
Thomas who was out in an Escort was 
watching the scene unfolding and was 
considering just putting her wheels into 
the field and taking a 12. Her competitive 
streak got the better of her and she 
made a very creditable 4. John Robiliard 
opened up a 5 point gap over Giles as he 
outclimbed his opponent by getting to the 
top. Nick Farmer powered the BMW up 
to the 2 whilst Colin Jefferys and Tom 
Jones made it to the 1 marker and nearly 
to the “green green grass of home”! 
 

Further along the track was Old Rocky 
which saw the retirement of Ray 
Goodwright in the Arkley when his diff 
cried enough. With a quick right at the 
end of the section and the next right 
competitors found their way to the start 
of Crossleigh. Kim Collins navigating for 
her dad managed to take a left and left 
and a quick phone call later put them 
back on the right track. Giles stopping for 
the first time on the famous stepped 
restart lost any chance of a class victory 
when the Beetle could not find any 
forward motion (more practice needed or 
a heavier bouncer!) Ross Norman who 
was leading Class 8 also came to grief 
and left Carl Talbot and Tony Young to 
battle for the overall honours. 
 

True fun and games started with the final 
four Ivyleaf sections. Ivyleaf 1 with its 
infamous tight left-hand turn was 
amazingly cleaned by Adrian Dommett in 
the class 2 Hornet who less than a year 
ago was berating the tight turns on the 
Kyrle and went on to take the 
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amalgamated class 1/2 win. Giles 
compounded an already bad day by 
taking a 10 and Nick Farmer saw his 
chances of a class victory go up in 
“smoke”. (time for another class Nick). 
With Ivyleaf 2 safely out the way Ivyleaf 
3 and 4 were for those who either had it 
or didn’t and only seven of the field 
came out of the woods with a clean 
sheet. Of these were Carl Talbot who 
took the Chairman’s Trophy for 1st 
overall and Tony Young who took first in 
class who equalled Carl’s total of 11 
points but lost out by 2 secs on time 

tests. Colin Jeffery also went clean in the 
forest and took first in class and a very 
creditable fifth overall. Sixth overall was 
John Robiliard who took Class 6 and the 
Mitchell & Parnell, (you wanted 
competition Giles and you got it!)  
 
Did anyone check under the bonnet of 
the Woseley as the Hornet put on a 
class 8 display – well done Ade on a well 
deserved win and a top ten finish which 
would have been even better if he could 
have convinced the restart marshal at 
Hackmarsh he was in class 2. 
 

Chairman’s Trial 27 Feb 2005, 
first half 

by Julia Browne 
 

A fter missing the whole of last 
season (except for an 
enjoyable Lands End) for one 
reason or another, it was good 

to turn up at the start of a trial again, 
somewhere in North Cornwall, and on a 
nice sunny morning to boot.  
 
The big difference today was that I’d left 
my skanky old XR safely in the garage at 
home and was out as chair-person on a 
500 Armstrong outfit. Keith Aldridge built 
up this trials outfit from a solo, as he has 
done with so many road-outfits over the 
years, with the intention of using it as a 
winter hack to save his very lovely 900 
Diversion outfit from the road salt, and 
may be for a bit of green laneing. Cue 
Andy and Anita Petherick, 500 GPz 
outfit, pointing out that the Armstrong 
was begging to be used in a trial. Steady 
relentless pressure applied over a time 
had Keith hunting around for a 
passenger. His wife, Julia (who I work 
with) and daughter Sarah (who has done 
photographs for Restart) both gave it a 
fair shot and decided it wasn’t for them. 
And I heard myself saying, Well, if you’re 
really stuck, I’d like to do it. I’d done 

some green laneing with my brother Neil 
in his XS840 Wasp and loved every wild 
minute of it, and now here was Keith, 
with lots of on-tarmac sidecar 
experience, looking for a passenger. We 
went green laneing for a day, felt okay 
about it, and entered the trial. What 
could possibly go wrong? 
 
Cut to the start of section 1, Gordon’s 
Terror, (hereafter to be known as Keith’s 
Terror), on the Chairman’s. Down into 
the stream, swung nice and fast up over 
the bank, snarled through the boggy bit, 
hurled ourselves aggressively at the 
climb, crashed up through the rocks, on 
to the restart slab, where the front lifted, 
crabbed left and the whole shebang 
climbed the nearest tree. Keith passed 
me on the way to the ground, I followed 
him within a nanosecond or two, then 
the outfit sailed through the air past both 
of us, upside down, on it’s way back 
down to the restart box. It landed on its 
head, smashed the front light, dials and 
ignition switch, and rolled itself back onto 
its wheels. 
 
After establishing that we were both still 
able to stand and walk, we rolled the 
dead machine back down the section 
and regrouped. Keith located all the 
necessary wires and reassembled the 
ignition switch, so after a few minutes, 
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Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 

Air bottle repairs & refills 
Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 

Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 
 

If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 

 
4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 

Junction 10, M5 
Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

we had a running bike again, but there 
was nothing we could do about the rest 
of the damage except disguise it by 
wrapping our front number around the 
space left by the headlight. A short 
discussion ensued on whether to retire 
or continue, and then whether to 
backtrack along the entry route, or to 
have another shot at the section itself 
and eventually we decided to try the 
section again. This was the right 
decision, and with some shoving from 
the marshals, we crabbed over the 
restart slabs and out to the top, where, 
with no further discussion, we picked up 
the route and carried on. 
 

After this we actually cleared a couple of 
sections, failed a couple more, had 
some practice at turning the outfit 
around on impossibly steep slopes, and 
bloody nearly got up Cutliffe – so near 
the top, we lost the front again, and had 

to spin around and retreat. Back on time 
now, we set off for the afternoon with a 
new tactic in mind to try and keep the 
front down and retain some steering.  
 
Two miles along the road the rear tube 
split, and we were parked up on the side 
once more. To change the tube and 
continue a losing battle, or get the trailer, 
which was within shouting distance? 
What would you have done??? 
 

We have small alterations on the chair to 
make, fairly big repairs on the bike itself, 
green laneing to do, and it wasn’t going 
to suddenly come right this afternoon. 
We quietly retreated with our plans. 
Down, but not out. 
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Chairman’s Trial 27th February  
by Jonathan Chatwin 

 

T hough it is some years since I 
last participated in a classic trial, 
the intervening time had done 
little to dim my memory of the 

unpleasantness of being brusquely 
awoken from peaceful slumber and 
forced to don waterproofs and goggles 
at an hour of the morning when it seems 
the rest of the world is still sensibly 
asleep. Nor had my memory deceived 
me; it still seems a truly ludicrous way to 
spend one’s Sunday morning, even with 
a bacon sandwich as a promised 
reward. God, however, had obviously 
taken note of my discomfiture, as the 
morning’s sunrise was truly spectacular, 
and (almost) worth all the effort. 
 

The event began at Killarney Springs, 
just over the border into North Cornwall, 
where my father and I arrived to find, 
rather unhappily, that we had only 
enough time to unload, sign on and 
depart; no time, then, for the promised 
bacon sandwich. This lack of proper 
sustenance may well explain our first 
climb, on which we achieved only a 
rather disappointing five. The section 
had been washed out to almost bare 
rock, which was both slippery and rough, 
although the Troll was having little 
difficulty until it came to the restart. 
classes six, seven and eight were to 
stop astride the first line, which we did, 
unaware that the left marker was rather 
lower than the right. That we got off the 
restart was incidental; we dropped an 
automatic five. However, as the class 
congregated for the subsequent special 
test, we felt rather relieved that we had 
got off so lightly; a number of our fellow 
competitors were nursing broken cars at 
the bottom of the section, we were told.  
 

The special test was uneventful, 
although it was made more interesting 
by my father’s rather alarming inability to 

see backwards as a result of his 
sunglasses’ thick frames (unsurprisingly, 
these were subsequently discarded), 
which made reversing something of a 
test of faith. Section 2, Hackmarsh, was 
also relatively straightforward, with an 
easy restart on the left hand bend.  
 

Section 3, Linton Field was rather more 
entertaining; a muddy field climb with a 
tricky bend at the top. The Troll cleared, 
but we worked for it, as did the other few 
we watched clear it, Tony Young and 
Carl Talbot included. The next section, 
Putshole One, was on the same site and 
was a relatively straightforward blast up 
a forestry track.   
 

It was only when we came to section 7, 
Wargery, that we encountered another 
significant challenge. The section was 
rough and rocky (seemingly typical of 
these North Cornwall hills) with a tricky 
restart on a right hand bend. The 
markers compelled us to stop, 
awkwardly, just below the step and the 
car never moved from that spot. Once 
the smoke had cleared, we rolled back 
and made our way out, rather 
disappointed and having unfortunately 
damaged a brand new tyre. Only three 
cars from any class made it out of the 
section, two of which were from class 1, 
who had a slightly easier restart. Hats 
off, then, to Ross Norman in his Deere 
Special, who was the only member of 
class 8 to go clear.  
 

Cutliffe Lane was the final section before 
the enforced mid-trial halt, and was 
relatively straightforward, the weather 
not having been wet enough to make 
this flinty section much of a challenge. 
Thus, it was back to Killarney Springs for 
a cup of tea and – just maybe – a bacon 
sandwich? 
 

Having availed ourselves of the 
refreshments on offer, we rather 
reluctantly got back into the (by now 
rather muddy) Troll and set off. I’ve 
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never been convinced of the wisdom of 
these mid-trial halts, as they rather sap 
one’s enthusiasm for the afternoon 
session. However, the bracing breeze 
flowing from the Atlantic soon perked us 
up and we were ready for the first section 
of the afternoon. 
 

Smallbrook Wood was something of an 
exception to the rule of the day; having 
grown used to the gruelling, rocky 
ascents of the majority of the first 
sections, we were pleased to be 
confronted with something slightly more 
muddy. The section followed a winding 
path through the eponymous wood, 
almost entirely on the level apart from 
one small hump. The mud was so 
slippery, however, that any gradient 
would have been superfluous; it was 
tricky to get grip even when horizontal. 
Terry Mattin, the Clerk of the Course, had 
clearly realised this, and made the route 
as tricky as possible, with a sharp left 
hand on the last section that we didn’t 
make. We were, admittedly, travelling a 
little fast at this point; however, as the car 
didn’t even move in the direction the tyres 
were facing, our speed was essentially 
academic. We later discovered that the 
deep ruts on this section had been 
caused by unknown Land Rover drivers 
who had dug the section out; hence only 
class 8 attempted the whole hill, with 
classes 1 to 7 being marked clear at 5.  
 

After another special test, we were on to 
a trio of sections on the same site: Leigh 
Woods, Gullijohn and Old Rocky. The 
first, Leigh Woods, could have been a lot 
more treacherous had Cornwall been 
blessed with a little rain in the run up to 
the event. The hill wound over a large 
hump between some trees to a restart, 
which we cleared without too much effort. 
The next section, Gullijohn, though great 
fun, was something of a missed 
opportunity. Essentially a straight, foot-
down, blast up a steep, muddy field, the 
marshals sabotaged any challenge for 

class 8 by giving everyone a 20 metre 
run up on the level. Clearly, this was 
appropriate for classes 1 to 7, but with 
Tony Young almost achieving take-off 
(rather appropriately) in his VW special, 
the hill became little more than a bit of a 
laugh, when it could have been a real 
challenge had the class been denied a 
run-up. Old Rocky lived up to its name; 
however, despite a challenging restart it 
presented little difficulty ; indeed all of the 
cars and most of the bikes went clear.  
  
The next section, Crossleigh, caught us 
out. Though not an inherently difficult 
section, we picked the wrong spot to stop 
for the restart, sitting lower than was 
desirable, and we simply didn’t move. It 
was the most irritating of the day’s 
failures, as we had felt (perhaps rather 
self-deceivingly) that our other points 
were unavoidable, whereas our 5 on 
Crossleigh was attributable squarely to 
our own errors.  
 

We now made our way to the final set of 
sections, Ivyleaf One to Four. Set in 
dense pine forest, these hills would have 
been much trickier in the wet, being both 
steep and narrow. As it was, the dense 
tree cover and lack of rain meant there 
was plenty of grip, for class 8 at least. 
The organisers were generally unlucky 
with the weather; had the preceding week 
seen some serious downpours, scores 
for class 8 would have been substantially 
higher. As it was Carl Talbot won the 
event, and the Chairman’s Trophy, with a 
score of 11 in his Morris Trialmaster; 
equal to Tony Young, but with a quicker 
special test time. We ended up on 17, 
which we were happy with; me, 
particularly, as it had been close to a 
decade since my last outing. Thanks 
must go to Janet & Terry Mattin, and 
indeed all those who came out to 
marshal, for organising the event, which 
was done with admirable efficiency. Now, 
if they could just make that start time a 
little later….  
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Chairman’s 
Trial 
 
 
 
 
Carl Talbot on 
Gordon’s Terror 

 
 
Photos by Aaron 
Haizelden 

Adrian Dommett & 
Judy Phillips, 
Putshole Woods 
 
 
 
 
 
Nick Farmer on 
Ivyleaf 1 
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The 2005 Lands End 
by Steve Dear 

 

W hen one reaches a certain 
age (my first Lands End 
was in 1969), there are 
various obstacles and 

hazards to negotiate if one is to make it 
to the signing-on desk, which have 
nothing to do with the relative frailty of 
one’s 1927 motor car. 
 
This year, for example, Brian my 
bouncer, found himself in hospital with a 
virile infection with two weeks to go, 
whilst his daughter was due to produce a 
grandchild around Easter (not my idea of 
family planning….but it’s none of my 
business, so there you are). 
 
Meanwhile, with ten days to go, I trod on 
a sharp piece of metal, which sank into 
my right foot by an alarming amount, 
which in turn caused me to require a 
tetanus injection and a course of anti-
biotics, just in case of something 
worse…. 
 
With commendable timing Brian’s 
granddaughter arrived on the 
Wednesday and he was showing signs 
that he might recover from his infection, 
which just left me with a suspect 
digestive system, due to the anti-biotic 
pills.  If this report sounds more like an 
episode of ‘Dr Finlay’s Casebook’, then I 
apologise, though the reasons will 
become clear if you haven’t gone all 
squeamish and turned the page over 
already. I was optimistic that once the 
trial got under way the stomach cramps 
and supercharged flatulence would 
recede in the excitement, and all would 
be well. 
 
Class 0 (for frail machinery or wrinklies 
taking time off from their ailments) was 
due to miss out the 100 miles or so of 
night driving and start from North 

Petherton at midnight. Good Friday/
Saturday morning was a beautiful clear, 
moonlight night of the kind to stir the 
romantic instincts of your scribe (had it 
been thirty years ago) but it was to be a 
blessing for those with dodgy dynamos 
and six-volt headlights, struggling to 
keep going until dawn. 
 
Having caused our usual degree of mirth 
and merriment at scrutineering with the 
Wolseley’s ‘Barker dipping headlamps’ 
we greeted some old friends amongst 
the row of cars. Tom and Di Threlfall 
were back from a raid on New Zealand 
in their Frazer Nash, although there 
were mounted in the trusty model A Ford 
for this occasion. Then there was Annie 
Templeton, back with her Troll after a lay
-off of six years, whilst husband Jim was 
in class 0 in a Rover saloon, as 
benefited his seniority. We took the 
opportunity to have a closer look at 
Adrian Dommett’s Wolsley Hornet 
Special, which had won class 2 on the 
recent Exeter and much else besides. (If 
it keeps winning everything it could find 
itself in class 8 before long!) 
 
It was soon time to head off for the first 
class 0 hill, Cat’s Ash near Milverton, 
which is widely viewed as a nice easy 
little warm up hill to build up confidence 
for the 250 miles ahead. Experience has 
told me NEVER to be too complacent 
about such hills, and any over-
confidence was soon displaced by the 
sight of a queue of at least a dozen cars, 
with much waving of flash lights up 
ahead. 
 
Having failed the restart on Orange last 
year (another of those ‘easy’ ones) we 
had invested in two new tyres for the 
rear end this time. Notwithstanding the 
brand new treads with the little rubber 
whiskers still standing up, we thought it 
prudent to lower the pressures, 
especially when we witnessed a Ford 
Pop and an Escort reversing down the 
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hill. Although our 16/45 Wolsley weighs 
30 cwt it has a fine two litre six cylinder 
OHC engine, which is perfectly capable 
of climbing all class 2 hills, given enough 
grip; do we took off at a fair lick and 
lurched past the big tree on the left rather 
faster than we normally feel to be 
necessary. To no avail. HORROR! The 
unthinkable was about to happen. Cat’s 
Ash had grown an extra layer of mud and 
no amount of charging, bouncing, 
dipping of clutch and squirting the throttle 
was going to make any difference this 
time, and we spun to a halt some way 
from the top, requiring the reversing lamp 
at the earliest stage in any trial ever. 
 
Degrees of Intrepidness: 
I have the greatest admiration for people 
like Sir Ranulph Fiennes, the explorer 
and adventurer. Faced with some crisis 
at minus 40 degrees in the Antarctic he 
will amputate a frost-bitten toe with his 
Swiss army knife, pull on a new pair of 
woolly socks and trudge off to conquer 
the next glacier or climb the Eiger, if it 
happens to be handy. He has this inner 
core of steel. Faced with a much more 
modest bit of adversity I find that where 
he has a core of steel I have a pink 
marshmallow. 
 
After a friendly exchange of expletives 
with my crew I developed an attack of 
stomach cramps, which had me doubled 
up (except that it wasn’t very funny), and 
I pondered the wisdom of trying to 
continue. There should be something in 
the Highway Code about trying to drive a 
motor vehicle, whilst doubled up with 
one’s teeth clamped on the steering 
wheel. I decided to seek my inspiration 
from the late W C Fields, who famously 
said, “If at first you don’t succeed, try 
again and then quit, there is no point in 
making a damn fool of yourself about it”. 
Minehead being a comforting ten miles 
away by 2.30 am I had dropped off my 
long-suffering bouncer (who was game 
to continue) and was home washing 

down some pain killers with the flask of 
mushroom soup which I was carrying as 
an early morning pick-me-up.  
 
After some four hours of sleep, which 
was as blissful as it was undeserved, 
Brian and I were off again in my trusty 
Subaru, to watch the fun at Bluehills 
Mine, in the hope of seeing my son Kim, 
who was having his first drive on an 
MCC event, in the ex Ken Vest Wolsley 
Hornet Special, which we co-own. (He 
was the real thing in class 2). But this is 
a story for another time, because I am 
supposed to be reporting on the trial as 
seen by class 0 competitors. 
 
By good fortune I have been chatting to 
Paul Warren, who having gained a class 
0 award on the Exeter, was trying his 
luck on the Easter classic. He tells me 
that he too failed on Cats Ash (I feel 
better already), and that he was unable 
to even reach the start of the special 
timed test at Lady Vale. 
 
The hill which caused us the most grief 
last year had been Adrian’s Way, which 
had an enormous rut soon after the 
strart, which had removed a large chunk 
of our rear wing. Word reaches me that 
this rut had not been repaired since last 
year, and the hill failed most of the class 
once again. Until such time as this rut is 
filled in this hill should not feature in 
class 0, which is billed as being ‘non-
damaging’. (Organisers please note…) 
Though I dare say we shall all be back 
again next year. What else does one do 
at Easter? 
 
PS. It was good to see ‘Old Number One’ 
giving demonstration runs up Old 
Bluehills. The Heritage people had 
brought Cecil Kimber’s old MG special 
down to celebrate the 80th anniversary of 
his gold medal in 1925. FC 7900 looked 
and sounded wonderful, though I doubt 
there will be many gold medals this year. 
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The Kyrle Trial 
by Sue Norton 

 

W ell the week leading up to 
the trial had seen the 
weather changeable to say 
at the least, sun (very 

good), cloud (acceptable) and rain, well 
no one wanted to see that. Old hands at 
this trailing lark all doom and gloom, oh! 
A small car, low power oh! Oh! This is 
just what one wants to here when trying 
another form of motor sport for the first 
time. To begin at the beginning, a nice 
warm garage with coffee in hand and an 
offer to in my words co-drive, (in real 
terms as I was later to find out, one is in 
fact, a moveable sack of spuds that 
reads a load of words) it seemed like a 
perfectly plausable thing to do, so I said 
yes and the entry was duly filled in over 
a pint later that week (that part crosses 
happily from my side of the sport to this 
new part) and the dye was cast. 
 

Having been the other party in the 
course-opening car with Ian B on the 
Lands End Trial I now know I had been 
spoilt, a short wheel based Land Rover 
with low drive and diff-lock and big 
chunky boots (and by the way a very 
good heater) is not the way to approach 
an open car on a trial. Not to mention the 
bigger events all appear to have some 
form of hard surface i.e bloody big 
boulders under the mud and this trial 
was to be a damn long way from what I 
had seen previously. So the crew and 
car are formed, driver John Parsons, he 
of the Motoring News Night Event 
Rallies, the cutting edge cars from the 
1960 and 1970s, tarmac, speed and lots 
of front facing lights. The co-driver re-
built a Mitsubushi Lancer (1978 ex 
works) and campainged it first on single 
venues and then into the forest, 
graduating to an RS2000 also in the 
forest, navigated in various machines, 
including 4x4 Cosworth Sierra and 6R4, 
all on Cat A forest roads using fully rally 

tulips. Well as you can imagine we did 
not on paper fit together as a crew for a 
trial, but background aside we had said 
we would do it and the day was drawing 
near, so best wheel forward. 
 

As Ian was involved with marshalling the 
first section we were quite early arriving 
considering our start time, so it was 
down to the trailer park, where just a 
short while later John pulls in with the 
Midget on the trailer, so amongst banter 
from several other crews unloading we 
set about getting the car onto all four. A 
couple of yards down the car park 
another crew was also unshackling their 
vehicle. The vehicle is started and is 
sitting on the trailer waiting for the ramps 
to be unloaded and is sounding like it 
wants to get started, the driver Mike 
Chatwin gets in the vehicle and it’s off 
the ramp and back across the park, the 
car sounds sweet but you have heard of 
black Monday well this is gloomy 
Sunday, no clutch the driver says to his 
passenger (Robert Grounds), so the 
checks begin, (and there is one thing 
which comes through with trials and not 
the more expensive competitive types of 
motor sport and that is most people will 
help in any way they can) so we all walk 
over to the stricken Troll, a few checks 
are done and there is no reason why the 
clutch has gone on holiday, but Mike 
takes a decision to "try it around the car 
park" there are fingers crossed, not to 
mention other bits that the gremlin which 
caused the problems has left, but a lap 
of the car park and a bad tempered 
white line ridge all of two centimetres 
prove that the gremlin is still there and 
the Troll is not going to take part in 
today’s event (did it have inside 
information regarding what was ahead, 
and was this a ploy by the Troll, not to 
get itself muddy?). So with nothing more 
that could be done it is back to unloading 
the Midget and thinking about feeding 
the "tape worm". PS It also seems to 
require a quantity of beer on regular 
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intervals to keep it happy (guessed who I 
am talking about yet?). Just as the car is 
about to roll of the trailer we are joined 
by Jonathan and Pat Toulmin and their 
Marlin, but they are well practised at this 
game and apart from a bit of cheek to 
Jonathan from his wife as to how long he 
will be putting the locks on the new trailer 
once it’s a bit muddy, all is well. A snide 
comment was ‘must watch Sue get into 
the car!’ (Thanks Ian, looking forwards to 
seeing you on skis!), well I did not 
embarrass myself too much and we 
follow the Land Rover to the breakfast 
halt and signing on. 
 

The tape worm has gone to sleep so Ian 
sets off for the first of his marshalling 
duties and we are left with the 
scrutineering, signing on and route 
amendments, all paper work duly done 
and I fall into full navigator mood of out 
with the map, roamer, pencil ready to 
plot the route from the road book just in-
case. A sharp intake of breath, this is not 
tulips, where are the map refs for stage 
starts, where are the time cards, arrival 
controls, radio points, rescue and 
recovery points? Yes to say was 
shocked at the lack of paper work and a 
road book was an under statement, all 
we have is a time out (well that is 
something). I have tried to translate the 
written word to the maps but that just 
filled in the time we had spare and 
produced nothing so we elect just to read 
from the book and hope that the words 
make sense, but it feels very alien not to 
know where we are heading. 
 

We do get to the first forest and are 
informed just follow the track and it will 
bring you to the first section, so we set of 
and the first few yards are dryish and the 
little car is feeling reasonably happy, but 
then the mud appears and this is a 
different story, with our form of motor 
sport you avoid deep ruts as they have 
been made by the previous car who has 
possibly gone of the stage, so no way do 

you drop your wheels into them and this 
is what John tries to do, but the mud is 
so deep and as the Midget has no weight 
to speak of we are sliding off the track 
and down a bank in the forest, no way is 
our vehicle getting back under its own 
power. Oh well, some one will pass the 
message onto the Stage Commander 
who will roll up in a kitted up recovery 
vehicle – wrong - its left to other 
competitors to pull us out! Thanks to a 
crew just behind us and Ian Moss for 
their help, had I known what the day had 
in store I wish they had not had 
bothered, but we do get to the first 
section and try to line up for the start. 
The car by this time is saying why have 
you brought me into this and we start to 
have the first of a day of either fuel 
flooding or starvation any way the car will 
not accelerate cleanly, so we do get very 
far in fact hardly anywhere, we head for 
the fail route and are told by the marshal, 
that's about how far most people have 
got, the story is repeated again and 
again. 
 

We arrive at section 4 and we are still 
having a lots of problems, do not ask 
what forest we are in - without map 
references and a marked map I do not 
have a clue, we could be in Scotland for 
all I know. We attempt the section and as 
customary we do as much sideways and 
backwards (properly more with the slides 
and corrections) than we have forward. 
Now unbeknown to me Mr Moss (Ian) 
has got to Ian B first and informed him 
that I am in a really good stinker of a 
mood, so when we drive up to the top of 
the fail section ready for the next part Ian 
is trying to hide (I have a…. Temper) and 
he approaches with silk gloves only to 
find it's a Mr Moss wind up. We take 
heart on the section we had just failed as 
the Land Rover who usually goes 
through anything even said with a capital 
N, No I do not want to play and settled 
for a 4 and a back ward slide (not a 
pleasant experience I have been told!), 
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Lands E

Blue Hills 1 
 
Simon Groves, Escort 
 
 
John Wilton, Trojan 
 
 
Ross Norman, Deere Spl 
 

 
 
 
Photos by Dave 
Haizelden 
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End Trial 

 
 
 
Neil & Alison Bray, 
Ford Primrose, on 
Blue Hills 2 

Peter & Jim Mountain, 
Dellow, on 
Crackington 
 
 
Photos by Mike 
Hayward 
 
 
Emma Flay & Kelly  
Thomas on Hoskin 
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so we did not feel so bad for the little car 
we are in. It is still giving a lot of 
problems with over heating and what 
could be a misfire but we suspect by 
now is fuel vapourisation, due to the 
heat of the engine. 

We attempt the next section and score 
along with most people a similar 
number, but with the misfire, steep and 
very muddy sections its getting a little bit 
soul destroying, still we plug on and 
decide we are not going to do any good 
with scores, so we will just enjoy a run 
through the Gloucestershire countryside 
with a few muddy interruptions, the little 
car seams to like this idea and when she 
is running on nice smooth tarmac with 
plenty of air flow she a delight to be in, 
we do not hold our breath but hope what 
ever the problem with the fuel was its 
cleared itself and we may have a better 
afternoon, but like all good thoughts it 
goes out of the window the minute we 
ask it to perform on the hills, up goes the 
temperature and hop, clough, burble we 
are at it again. 

 
Jack and Jill come and go and we just 
resigned ourselves to the fact that the 
car just is not going to perform, we have 
a go at Burnbrae, but a tree route just is 
the final straw and we stop so yes you 
have guessed it we are going backwards 
again. However we do see a car, which 
has cleared the section, car 43 being 
driven by Simon Groves with his trusty 
assistant Michael Leete. However the 
Escort had taken quite a bit of damage 
getting up and its not going to come out 
with 'T' cut and polish, both doors and 
the door pillar are crumpled in and the 
driver's side front wing has taken a 
thump, so for the crew they are pleased 
they have cleared the section, but are 
not happy about the damage. 
 
Our luck continues for the rest of the 
day, well by now you would not want a 
'C' to spoil a row of 'Fs' on a score sheet 

would you? and no 'C' does defile the 'F', 
on the last section we are told how to 
drive it but with the overheating and 
problems we have had, maybe our 
hearts are more in a pint then attempting 
another muddy bog and yes we get 
stuck, thanks to about 6 or so marshals 
for pushing us out, so we head for the 
finish venue, arrive safe, the car cooled 
down after leaving the forest and once 
again is a delight to be travelling in, we 
have had no rain and there is even a 
little bit of warmth from the sun. Being 
one of the two Sues who have MS we 
take full advantage of the disabled 
parking and go and hand in all paper 
work, but the is one hill we will not fail 
the 17th, we get a clear on this (oh shut 
up! Yes its the stairs to bar) a laugh and 
joke with a lot of people already there, 
when in walks Ian Cummings and his 
driver and having a mischievous sense 
of humour and knowing that the day is 
Ian’s birthday I spread the word and an 
albeit un-tuneful rendering of "Happy 
Birthday" takes place. 
 
Well it’s now back to the car park to load 
the little car onto the trailer and head for 
home, John is going to the garage to 
unload before partaking of another dust 
killing medicine and Ian and I are 
tempting fate with a meal on the way 
home, but even the Land Rover is 
having problems at a certain piece of 
road, my own car has also had the same 
problem and I know for a fact Keith 
Vipond (yes he is still alive - just has 
problems with reading, dates and 
calendars) has had the same thing 
happen, there just happens to be a pub 
selling good quality beer and the road is 
a bugger its affects all car to stop 
outside it - well that is my excuse and I 
am sticking to it. The only draw back is I 
get handed a set of keys upon entry, the 
tape worm has complained to the 
RSPCA about ill treatment today, 
so………..Well you can guess the rest. 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration. 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                  £10.99 
Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating 500ml                £3.60 
 
Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                 £4.00 
Box 10 special price                               £35.00 
CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                  £5.50 
Box 10 special price                                           £50.00 

Octane Plus – gives your engine a power boost 
250ml treats 50 litres unleaded petrol               £3.60  
Box 10 special price                                    £31.00 
Diesel Power Plus 
500ml treats 500 litres                                       £6.99 
 
Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres      £9.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres              £5.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£8.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  
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The Kyrle Trial 2005 
             by Diana and Eric Wall 
 

B ack in 1977 Richard Andrews 
and his team from Ross on 
Wye decided to promote a 
classic trial – the Kyrle Trial. 

The first event used classic sections on 
the flanks of May Hill, but there were no 
road sections, no special tests and, from 
memory, no tyre pressure limits. By 
some quirk of fate, in the Canhi, we were 
the first winners of what must surely be 
the most unusual trophy in our sport, that 
wonderful handcrafted stone obelisk 
marked from 12 to 1. The trial was soon 
put “on the road”, wonderful sections in 
and around the Forest of Dean were 
found and some member of the Wall 
family has been represented on just 
about every intervening Kyrle, either as a 
competitor or marshal. For 2005 Eric 
drove the Dellow, eldest son Dave was 
driving the Canhi and Chris was driving 
his Cannon. Would it be three successes 
in class 8? 
 
Running with others in your class, 
starting with class 8, means that you 
have a rather blinkered view of any trial – 
running car 2 behind last-year’s winner 
Mike Workman in his GVS was a further 
incentive to do well. The Kyrle is one of 
the few trials where a team can consist 
of three competitors from any class, and 
the Billy Goats Gruff was to consist of 
Dudley Sterry in the J2, Mike Chatwin in 
his Troll and us. Sadly the first retirement 
of the day was Mike, whose clutch failed 
as he unloaded the car; nothing daunted 
he offered to marshal and Mike 
Workman was drafted into the team. 
 
After an excellent breakfast at the start 
(what a great venue with plenty of 
parking, fuel and easy to find!) it was 
only a short drive to the first few sections 
on the international leg of the trial – 
technically they are in Wales. The heavy 

rain on the previous day meant that the 
organisers had not imposed any tyre 
pressure limits, and Griffin’s Grove 
proved a good opener, the restart on 
Widow Maker was not quite as hard as it 
looked and Howard’s Way was a further 
clean for us. Returning through the 
woods you have the chance to greet 
other competitors who are about to 
tackle the climbs; one good feature of 
this trial is the provision of a stiff brush to 
clean your tyres before rejoining public 
roads, an excellent PR feature. 
 
Disaster struck the Wall family here with 
Chris retiring the Cannon with diff. 
problems. The noise he heard on the 
way to Ross was magnified on the 
sections, and he decided to retire and 
limp home, passenger’s AA card at the 
ready! Goldsmith’s 1 came next, a long 
steep grassy climb, and here the Dellow 
ran out of power just past the six marker. 
An ignominious return downhill, and 
journey round the escape route did allow 
us to watch the climbs of Bill Foreshew 
(GVS), Nigel Moss (Troll) and Russ 
Norman (Deere Special), but the gradient 
also stopped the Dellow of David Bache 
and Tony Rothin’s Cannon AR. 
Goldsmith’s 2 with its left hand bend was 
less of a problem, and all class 8 cars 
cleaned it. 
 
Next was the drive through Goodrich, 
where the council had thoughtfully closed 
the road – not for the trial, they were 
digging it up. The poor JCB driver must 
have been fed up with reversing to allow 
cars through by the end of the morning! 
A steep downward track led towards the 
River Wye (a good test for the brakes) 
and to Ropers, which looked more like a 
field of docks than a trials section and 
stopped most competitors. Paul 
Bartleman made an excellent climb in the 
Troll, but for most the score you 
achieved was inversely proportional to 
the horsepower. Geddes was a pleasant 
relief, and then came a drive along a 
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track below the walls of Goodrich Castle, 
past the foot of Castle View (classes 1 to 
5 only) before rejoining the tarmac at 
Kerne Bridge. 
 
The next part of the route is one of the 
most pleasant on the trial, alongside the 
Rover Wye and then up through the 
former mining villages of Lydbrook and 
Brierley to the forestry sections. Jack and 
Jill are parallel to one another, between 
the trees, and on the former both David 
Bache and Bill Foreshew just failed to get 
out. Jill with its restart proved harder for 
many class 8 cars, as did Burnbrae, 
where the stream at the bottom ensured 
the tyres were wet before you even got to 
the gradient, or the restart. Both Dellow 
and driver appeared to like these three 
sections, and did not pick up any 
penalties on this part of the trial, although 
the time on the first special test was not 
as quick as we would have liked. 
 
Clerk of the Course Adrian Marfell had 
decided to impose a tyre pressure limit of 
14 psi for class 8 on Pludds and marshal 
Richard Andrews was conveying the 
news at the foot of the section; his own 
Dellow was parked nearby but we didn’t 
find out if he had attempted the section. 
We got to the restart line and the front 
offside wheel dropped neatly into the 
pothole and stayed there. Others were 
luckier – Tony Rothin got his Cannon out 
and both our team mates climbed it. It 
was only a short drive then to the lunch 
halt. 
 
Second disaster for the Wall family – 
Dave appeared on a towrope behind 
Howard Stephens’s Marlin, his engine 
had let go just before the restart on 
Pludds. Help was organised to get him to 
a friend’s trailer in Ross, but Eric 
discovered a puncture in one of the rear 
tyres (the penalty of low pressures on 
hills?) and a rapid change made us late 
leaving the lunch halt. The second 
special test followed, accurately executed 

but rather slow, and then it was along a 
gravel track to Snompers. Graham 
Elsmore, more used to these tracks from 
his rallying days, made an excellent climb 
in the Troll, cheered every inch of the 
way by R.M.C. members. After Bluebell 
there was another scenic road section 
through Mitcheldean and the eastern 
flanks of the forest to Dawes Tump, a 
short, steep section with a vicious step of 
stone and tree routes, which saw most of 
the class returning whence they came – 
only the brave (or foolhardy?) daring to 
put the foot down. The final hill, as 
always, was the long winding climb of 
Lane End, then reflate the tyres, 
exchange a few words with other 
competitors and motor the few miles into 
Ross on Wye. 
 
The greatest asset of the RMC must be 
the clubhouse in Kyrle Street, where one 
of the event highlights is the meal 
prepared and served by the ladies of the 
club. A huge plateful of beef, ham, 
potatoes and mixed salads, rolls and all 
the garnishes you could want, choice of 
desserts, hot drinks – and the bar was 
open if you could persuade your 
passenger to drive home. Time to reflect 
on hills climbed, restarts failed, 
mechanical maladies - what more could 
you want at the end of a challenging, but 
above all friendly, trial. 

CAR FOR SALE 
 
Cannon style class 8 special with  
an Alfa  Romeo 2 Litre engine, Alfa 
trans axle drive line and De Dion 
rear suspension.  
£4,500  ono.   
 
Full details from Tony Rothin  
01562 850084 
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Kyrle Trial 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Howard 
Stephens, Marlin, 
on Goldsmith’s 1 
 
 
 
 
 
(Photos by Chris 
Phillips) 

Eric Wall on 
Dawe’s Tump 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Goodright, 
Arkley MG, on 
Dawe’s Tump 
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The Kyrle Trial 2005 
as seen by Terry Coventry 

 

A fter a good drive down from 
Stroud in my Peugeot 205 GTi 
(which I am still learning to 
drive) we arrived at Symonds 

Yat Services on the A40 in plenty of time 
for a cup of tea and a good breakfast. 
This was a very good start venue with 
plenty of parking and facilities. Following 
a very wet Saturday the conditions were 
ideal and we were eager to start. 
 
The first three sections were in 
woodland, and with a map to guide us, 
and following the arrows we made it to 
the first section ‘Griffins Grove’. We were 
following class 3 at this point and we 
watched as all of the Escorts failed due 
to their diffs grounding out in the deep 
ruts, but the two BMW s faired better 
with their remote diffs. Most of the front 
wheel drives (including ourselves) 
managed to clean it. The second section 
was ‘Widow Maker’ and due to my brain 
fade I was not going fast enough past 
the class 6, 7 & 8 restart and failed at a 
5, on then to ‘Howards Way’ which we 
cleaned. 
 
Back then along the A40 to sections 4 
and 5 ‘Goldsmiths 1 and 2. ‘Goldsmiths’ 
1 was very steep with all of our class 
getting a 5, then on to Goldsmith 2 
where Dave Haizelden in his Golf 
struggled to a 1 with the rest of us only 
getting between a 5 and a 8, we scored 
a 7 so the note in the route card advising 
us to turn round at the top of this section 
was not really relevant to us. 
 
With 5 sections completed we had 
already dropped 17, but we were not 
down hearted and carried on to section 6 
‘Ropers’ another 7 points lost but as the 
other four competitors in class 1 also 
had 7s or 8s we felt we were keeping up. 
On again to ‘Geddes’, then to ‘Castle 

View’ The ‘Castle View’ section was 
reached by travelling along side the river 
with the remains of the castle on the hill 
to our right. This was the only grass 
section of the trial and I watched as 
Dave Haizelden and Michael Collins 
both cleaned it without any problem, but 
was amused at their laughing faces as 
they watched me struggle with 
vigorously bouncing passenger past the 
one marker. 
 
On once again to the famous, or should I 
say infamous, sections of ‘Jack’ and ‘Jill’, 
these two sections were as usual 
marshalled by our Stroud & District 
Motor Club members so it is always 
good if you can score well here. Once 
again Dave had a really good climb on 
Jack scoring a 6, with the rest of us only 
reaching 10s or 11s, we were more 
evenly matched on Jill with a score of 5. 
 
Then on down the track to Burnbrae 
which starts off down hill, through the 
stream and then a sharp right turn 
across the tree roots. To the left of the 
roots is a very nastily positioned tree, 
which caused damage to the Ford 
Escort of Simon Groves and the BMW of 
Nick Farmer amongst others. Having 
watched Nick damage his car we were 
rather apprehensive, but gave it our best 
shot and managed to equal Dave’s 
score of 6 but Michael this time was able 
to attain a 5, although in the process 
they both gained a puncture. 
 
Next was Special Test Alfa, and then on 
to ‘Pludds’. Here we were able to watch 
a couple of the competitors from class 3, 
and Colin Perryman in his BMW 2002 
made it look easy as he stormed out the 
top, but as anyone who has done the 
Kyrle in the past will remember, this hill 
is not only very steep but has large holes 
in the area of the restart and this is 
where we ground to a halt. This hill also 
claimed some casualties in our class 
with both Dave and Michael breaking a 
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driveshaft. Next was the lunch halt were 
we had to wait for an hour. Dave Wall 
was here waiting for a tow after having 
had the big end go in his Canhi. When 
we were due to leave Dave and Michael 
still had not appeared but we later heard 
that although Dave had been able to 
repair his car Michael had not be so 
lucky and had had to retire.  
 
At special test Beta we did a good time, 
or did we hit that cone? (As the results 
show yes we did hit the cone). Three 
more sections to go for us as section 15 
‘Dawes Tump’ was class 8 only. We 
reached the 4 on ‘Stompers’ and then it 
was on to ‘Bluebell’ with our only restart 
of the day. We saw a competitor fail on 
the brow of the first part of the section 
before the restart, but although we 
managed to clear this part easily and 
were able to get off the restart, which 
was on the flat we only reach the 5. 
While Bill Bennett in his class 2 MG had 
a good climb to the 4, Adrian Dommett 
had a storming climb in his class 2 
Wolseley Hornet and cleaned it, 
 
Onto the last section ‘Lane End’ which 
we cleaned last year, so we were very 
disappointed to only reach the 9, but 
looking at the results 9 seemed to be 
quite a good score as there were quite a 
number of 10s, 11s and 12s. Again in 
class 3 it was only Nick Farmer in his 
BMW who got over the difficult part of 
the first section, and Colin Perryman 
making a clean climb. 
 
With the last section over it was back to 
Kyrle Street and Ross & District Motor 
Sports Clubhouse for signing off and 
food. The ladies had again excelled 
themselves and served a splendid meal 
which we enjoyed while awaiting the 
results, and to help us pass the time 
there was a quiz in pictures for us to 
ponder over. 
 
 

Adrian announced the results with 
Adrian Dommett winning the Kyrle 
Trophy by only dropping 5 marks, ‘Well 
done Adrian’. Congratulations also to the 
class winners, especially to Keith 
Saunders in the Scimitar dropping only 
11:- 
 
Class 1 – Dave Haizelden  52 
Class 2 – Bill Bennett  3 
Class 3 – Colin Perryman  2 
Class 4  - Dave Shaylor  4 
Class 5 – Keith Saunders  1 
Class 6 – Jonathan Robilliard  3 
Class 7 – Andrew Martin  2 
Class 8 – Ian Davies   09 

 
Our thanks go to the organising team, 
especially to Adrian Marfell, and to all 
the marshals for a terrific days 
motorsport. 

 
 

June Blakeley would 
like to thank all those at 

the Kyrle Trial who 
kindly sponsered her for 

"Race for Life"  
in aid of  

Cancer Research.  
 

Her hat collected  
almost  £70.  

 
Many thanks, we will let 
you know the final total 
after the event in June. 
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A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN ULTRABURN UNIT NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main Distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 

Derek Hibbert offers 
trialing holidays in 
Andalucia! 
 

“Away from the bustle of the coast you 
can relax, and see a little of what is on 
offer. The basis of the holiday is to 
explore rural Andalucia, while avoiding 
much of the tarmac. There will be various 
routes navigable from trial style notes 
which you can drive at a pace you think 
fit.  
 

There will be some scored sections, 
sprints, and special tests. The 
competition will be as friendly as you 
decide to make it. At the end of the week, 
the highest scoring driver will be awarded 
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Bovey Down 
Trial 

Andrew Shepperd 
driving Bugrat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eric Smith class 
winner, Marlin 

 
 
Ross Norman, 
Deere 
Special,Overall 
Winner  
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Photos by Tim 
Whellock) 
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Second Bovey Down Trial 
by Anne Whellock 

 

T hirty-three car entries received 
from 18 MCC members, 8 
Minehead members and seven 
Windwhistle members, two non-

starters and four retirements. Twenty 
marshals, two catering staff, one 
recovery crew. Twenty-five sections in 
three loops around Norman’s Hump, 
Clinton, Marilyn, Monica and Hilary. Two 
special tests that were not needed for tie 
deciders. Plenty wet mud, slippery stuff, 
grippy stuff and steep stuff to keep all 
crews and marshals entertained all day 
in bright April sunshine. 
 

After the first round of 11 sections two 
drivers were on 0. Bryn Corfield, 
Minehead Motor Club in the Shopland 
Mk II with the 1600cc engine (as distinct 
from Charlie’s Shopland with a 1700cc 
engine) and Ross Norman in his Deere 
Special fresh from his class 8 win on the 
Lands End Trial. Bryn was only 0.3 of a 
second ahead of Ross on special test 
times. Nick Farmer had dropped 3 points 
in his BMW and Steve Vincent had 
dropped only four points in his Austin 
Special. So after lunch it was eyeballs 
out for the second special test. Ross 
was determined not to lose out as he 
says he did on the Lands End when he 
misinterpreted the instructions and drove 
the special tests slowly in order to 
comply with the 10-second rule. 
 

A stop for lunch, possibly a bit long, with 
more marshals the lunch break could 
have been shorter. Special test times 
were not required, in the end, to decide 
the winner. However drivers could not 
afford to back off on the second special 
test. So Ross Norman clawed back 2.9 
seconds from Bryn and put himself in the 
lead. 
 

Ross Norman: Deere Special dropped 
his only four points of the day on the 

second round of 10 sections. Charles 
Shopland: Shopland Mk II scored 0 to 
add to his 7 points lost on the first round.  
Steve Vincent: Austin Special scored 0 
to add to his 4 dropped on the first hill 
and Cliff England: Fiat Panda – the only 
entry in class 9 for production car style 
4x4 (at the organisers discretion) 
dropped 3 to add to 8 on the first round. 
Bryn Corfield’s five points on this round 
meant the overall win was still up for 
grabs. 
 

The third and final round after tea break 
comprised 4 sections where 6 drivers 
went clean.  Nick Farmer: BMW, Brian 
Partridge: Ridge Cannon, Ross Norman: 
Deere Special, Terry Flay: Troll, Charles 
Shopland: Shopland Special, and Cliff 
England: Fiat Panda. Steve Vincent lost 
his claim for the overall win by dropping 
2, as did Bryn by dropping 4. 
 

Driver’s favourite section was the new 
one named Marilyn established by a 
Windwhistle working party in the woods 
in February, after consultation with the 
landowner last November and finished 
off at the bottom by the Terry and Jason 
Flay in April. A curvy, steep section 
demanding concentration, throttle 
control, good eyesight and quick 
steering to avoid the tree stumps as the 
car dives in and out of the bushes to 
either side of the main track. The lower 
classes went straight up.  
 

1st Overall: Ross Norman, Deere Spl 
1st Class 8: Steve Vincent, Austin Spl 
1st Class 3: Nick Farmer, BMW 
1st Class 9: Cliff England, Fiat Panda 
1st Class 7: Eric Smith, Marlin 
1st Class 2: Graham White, Lea Francis 
1st Class 6: Peter Daniels, VW Beetle 
 

Many thanks to all competitors for 
supporting one of the ACTC’s newest 
members and hope to see you again, 
and more perhaps, for a bigger better 
event in 2006. 
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The Ilkley Classic Trial 
by Bill Bennett 

 

T his trial was the first time for a 
number of experiences. It was 
the first time I have travelled to 
Ilkley for a trial, we’ve used tulip 

route instructions on a trial and I’ve been 
the first car, (well I actually started 
second car but at the third section the 
car in front had a puncture and so 
dropped back). 
 
Liz and I left Horton at about 12.30 on 
Saturday afternoon to start our journey 
North. During the week before, we had 
received a phone call from some friends 
who had heard we were competing in 
the trial, offering us a bed. Coincidently, 
their next door neighbours are friends of 
the Toulmins and it was planned that we 
would all meet up for dinner on Saturday 
evening. Unfortunately, Jonathan was 
unwell and unable to come, meaning 
they missed out on an evening of good 
food and wine in the company of some 
great Yorkshire folk. 
 
On Sunday morning Liz and I had to 
leave at about 06.30 hrs, as our friends 
lived at Denby Dale and were about an 
hour from Ilkley Rugby Club. Our 
quickest way was back onto the M1, 
through Leeds and out on the A65. 
Fortunately our early start meant we got 
past the car boot sale just before Ilkley 
without any problems. Apparently last 
year quite a few competitors were 
caught up in the heavy car boot sale 
traffic and were late arriving at the start.  
 
With scrutineering and signing on done it 
was off to the chuck wagon for a great 
bacon butty and coffee and then back 
into the car for a prompt start. The first 
two sections, CARR SIDE 1 & 2 were 
about 9 miles from the Rugby Club and 
were two sections marked out in a field 
on wet lush grass. Now I love my little 

green MG but the one thing it will not 
cope with is wet grass, especially when 
running on 12 p.s.i., which was the tyre 
pressure limit for class 2 for the day. 
(Class 8 apparently were restricted to 15 
p.s.i.) You can imagine how I felt when I 
managed to get 12 points on the first 
section especially when I saw an Austin 
seven romp to the top. The next section 
wasn’t much better, I managed an 8 
here giving a total of 20 for the first two 
sections!  
 
Not feeling my usual chirpy self, I drove 
the 1.7 miles to the next section, 
BROWN’S WOOD which was a short 
section with a tightish left hand bend and 
a restart for everybody. This successfully 
completed, it was a short hop to section 
4, DOB PARK SPLASH, ‘a traditional 
splash which has been used since the 
turn of the century’, and beside a 
beautiful old narrow stone bridge. This 
was a timed section through a stream 
and it was only by accident that I found 
out it was the SLOWEST time that won. I 
managed a time of 42 seconds.  
 
Another mile on the road and we were at 
section 5, SWORD POINT 1 this was a 
steepish climb up a track in a wood, with 
a detour into the trees. No problem here 
but SWORD POINT 2, which was 
another climb between poles on wet 
grass saw me get my second score of 
12! Things were definitely not going well 
for the Green Car Team! SWORD 
POINT 3 was a little loop around some 
trees and fortunately allowed us not to 
increase our score further.  
 
Sections 8 & 9 were cancelled before 
the trial started so we travelled for 
another 6.3 road miles to section 10, 
PEEL’S WOOD. When we arrived at the 
section, it looked as if we were about to 
get our third 12 of the day. The start, 
although not steep, was on more wet 
soft grass and immediately went through 
a bog before climbing a steepish grass 
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bank and onto track. It was also here 
that our friends who gave us such a 
good time the evening before, turned up 
to spectate. How could I fail on the start 
line in front of them? Fortunately after a 
number of the bikes had failed the 
section marshal decided to move the 
start to give cars a better chance. This 
allowed me to only loose 1 point and 
save some of my pride in front of our 
friends.  
 
Roughly 2½ miles took us on to section 
11, HEY SLACK the last section before 
the lunch stop. This section was in a 
hole on a moor incorporating a wet patch 
of ground. Here the motor bikes and 
classes 7 & 8 cars went one way and all 
other classes another. Again we 
managed to keep our score increase 
down to one point. From here it was only 
a few yards to the chuck wagon and a 
cup of tea and piece of cake. We also 
had to hand in our score card of the 
morning which we had to get marked at 
the end of each section before moving 
on. Although the trial was running right 
on time for us, (though being the first car 
I guess we wouldn’t suffer the worst of 
any delay), I would have thought this 
could lead to delays especially with more 
entrants. 
 
After a short break we were summoned 
to the start line for the afternoon, the 
marshals worked hard to get people 
away on time. It was just under 8 miles 
to section 12, WILSON’S WOOD. Once 
again motor bikes and classes 7 & 8  
had a deviation but we all had to do a 
restart which I could imagine might catch 
out one or two if they didn’t watch out for 
the smooth stones. The class 7 & 8 
deviation looked pretty evil, I shall be 
interested to see how many managed to 
climb it. 
 
3 miles further on and we arrived at 
sections 13 & 14, BRIMHAM WOOD 1 & 
2. Brimham Wood 1 was yet another 

section on long wet grass and I 
managed to increase my points tally by 
5. Brimham Wood 2 was another timed 
section where the slowest time was 
required. I managed to take 44 seconds 
but probably took quite a bit of life off my 
clutch plate. While en route to the next 
two sections we were stopped by a guy 
who informed us that they had been 
cancelled due to the fact that they were 
too cut up to use and we were diverted 
to the next section WATERGATE.  
 
This was a steep track with bends, up 
through a field and in my opinion, the 
best section of the trial. I managed to 
climb to an 8 but probably should have 
done better. When trying to back out we 
became very stuck in a wet hole and 
required a tow backwards from a Land 
Rover. The failures route took us past 
the top of the section where I stopped to 
inflate my tyres. I decided to watch a 
couple of the following cars attempt the 
section and was rewarded by witnessing 
a superb climb by Richard Parker in his 
Austin Seven. The next section COCK 
HILL MINE was another good track 
albeit quite easy and with a restart for 
everyone. 
 
The next three sections were STRID 
WOOD 1, 2 & 3. The first section looked 
like a good section up through a cutting 
in a field but about half way up there was 
a big patch of peat which seemed to be 
bottomless. Even the recovery Land 
Rover was stuck at one point and 
needed assistance from another with a 
winch. The second one was a slippery 
bank mainly on, yes more grass and the 
third, also on grass had a restart for all 
cars and stopped quite a few of the 
earlier ones at least. 
 
The last two sections were through a 
farm and down in the bottom of a valley, 
on grass. Marshals showed you the 
route down, which seemed to follow a 
motor bike track. Both sections were wet 
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and slippery and between them took 
another 11 points off me. From here it 
was a short journey back to the Ilkley 
Rugby Club where we were met in the 
car park by two marshals who took our 
score card and signed declaration. They 
also insisted on confiscating our vehicle 
numbers meaning there will be no record 
of my taking part in this trial in my 
garage where the numbers of every trial 
I’ve competed in for the last 9 years are 
hanging on the rafters. After loading the 
green car onto the trailer ready for the 
trip home, we went into the clubhouse 
where we enjoyed a free meal supplied 
to everybody by the Ilkley Motor Club. 
 
Those of you who didn’t compete in this 
trial will not have experienced the 
Northern hospitality and Yorkshire 
scenery, both of which were fantastic. 

It’s quite clear that Stan Peel and his 
team had put in a lot of hard work to 
provide us with 19 tests, even after the 
four cancelled sections. Talking to Stan I 
learned that the Ramblers are 
particularly obstructive in his area not 
even prepared to allow us one day of 
sport per year leaving them the other 
364 days to walk the tracks in peace. I’m 
a walker as well as a trialist, but I cannot 
defend or even understand this selfish 
attitude of trying to prevent others 
sharing the countryside and enjoying 
their sport. Live and let live seems to be 
a thing of the past.  
 
In conclusion, I think the 460 miles we 
did getting to the event and back again, 
was well worth it and thank the 
organisers and marshals for all their 
hard work and good humour. 

F rom Brian 
Osborn:  
 

Here’s a little 
something 

that the readers of 
Restart  might be able 
to help with. 
  

This photo comes 
indirectly from a 
Nephew of Harold 
Avery, whom he 
knows was British 
Experts Trials 
Champion sometime 
in the early 30's.  
 
He would like to know 
more, I presume 
about what happened to the car, as there are snippets of info on Harold in 
"Wheelspin" (p18 & 25 at least) and Harold's life is presumably known to the family.  
 
Harold Avery’s nephew is  Mick Clarkson who is a keen pre 65 motor cycle trialer 
and he would like any info on the car or Harold Avery. 
 
Any info please contact Brian—brian@osbornmg.fsnet.co.uk 
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Ilkley Trial 
 
Brimham Wood Special Test 
 
Sidecars and front wheel drive 
having problems…... 

 
 
Whereas the ‘oldies’ find it easier to 
keep on the straight and narrow…... 

 
Photos by  Henry Carr 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

I nevitably with the halt on rallying 
caused by the fuel situation in early 
1974, a similar fate had befallen the 
long distance classic reliability trials 

– the Exeter was cancelled. 
 

Single venue events were not as 
critically affected and consequently I 
began the year by entering Croydon and 
District Motor Club’s Winter Trial held on 
the 20th January. A break in the rather 
wet weather enabled the club to 
efficiently organise various testing 
sections at Layhams Farm near the 
wartime Biggin Hill airfield. A maximum 
of 50 competitors, with no less than 
fourteen reserves, arrived on a cold 
morning all eager to participate in some 
form of motor sport. 
 

Altogether a total of six observed 
sections were planned, with four 
attempts at each, with all taking place on 
smooth grass slopes. Two were almost 
straight climbs, but the remainder had 
built in bends, with one commencing by 
descending via two hairpins prior to 
negotiating a sharp left-hander on an 
adverse gradient with an extremely 
slippery climb to follow. Although rain 
threatened throughout the day, it held off 
until late evening and generally surface 
conditions were quite good. 
 

The entry was very varied ranging from 
no less than fourteen Minis, ten Ford 
Escorts (they were by now beginning to 
replace Ford Populars), Fiats, Triumph 
Spitfires, Hillman Imps, Renault R8s, 
Vauxhall Vivas, an MG YB, a Ginetta 
and surprisingly the only Volkswagen 
was my 1302S Beetle. The “grip” tyre 
class in which I was competing 
contained Mike Shotter’s Mini, fully 
prepared for rallying in Holland the 
following weekend and five Escorts 
including “Egg Rally Scheme” runner-up 

John Payne-Benstead in his Mexico. I 
won the class with ease also incurring 
the lowest penalties of the whole entry, 
the overall winner, based on Index of 
Performance for which the “grip” tyre 
class in this trial was ineligible, being 
David Carr in his 998cc Hillman Imp. 
 

The following month I competed in a 
trial, which at the time was unique in 
concept. Bournemouth Motor Club’s 
Sopley Cup Trial, although classed as a 
trial, was in reality more akin to special 
stage rallying and I suspect incorporated 
a slight bending of the then RAC MSA 
rules.  
 

The event was organised to take place 
on the extremely rough and deeply 
rutted Sopley Common near the village 
of Mudeford on the outskirts of 
Bournemouth. A total of 11 sections (or 
were they stages?) were carefully 
arranged with competitors being 
required to traverse them on four 
occasions. For each run a target time 
was fixed with penalties of one point per 
second being incurred in excess of the 
target, with the target time itself being 
progressively decreased after each run. 
The maximum time allowed for each 
individual section was sixty seconds, 
otherwise further penalties were incurred 
and in addition the trials element of 
penalty points for each section or part of 
a section not completed were also 
applied. 
 

The Bournemouth Motor Club was 
rewarded with a total entry of 68 cars 
with, as may be expected, many of them 
fully prepared for stage rallying. Well-
prepared trials cars were also entered 
and there was much speculation as to 
which cars would prove to be the most 
successful for this type of event, known 
as a speed trial. Minis of all types were 
very much in evidence as were Hillman 
Imps and Ford Escorts in various stages 
of tune. There were also entries from 
Ford Anglias, Populars, and Cortinas, a 
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Hillman Avenger, Volkswagen Beetles, 
Austin Healey Sprites, MG Midgets, a 
Triumph Spitfire plus trials’ specials such 
as Cannons. 
 

Competitors were started at one-minute 
intervals although delays occurred at the 
end of most sections because start and 
finish lines were quite close together. It 
was great fun with 
cars racing about in 
all directions with 
many of them getting 
fully airborne on the 
hard packed shale 
surfaces. Within a 
short space of time 
large ruts and pits 
were dug out by the 
spinning wheels of 
each car, causing 
more than one to 
retire with 
transmission 
problems. Whilst 
most of the sections 
were rough, a couple 
of slippery twisting 
ones were included necessitating 
opposite lock techniques if fast times 
were to be achieved. 
 

The piece de resistance was a final 
section incorporated into the last leg. This 
was longer than those earlier in the day 
and included traversing a 2-foot deep 
streambed and finally climbing out on 
loose sand through a gully. 
 

Class wins were achieved in a Mini 
Cooper, an Escort Mexico, a Hillman Imp 
and when using “grip” tyres. Murray 
Barber driving a VW Beetle beat me into 
second place against a gaggle of Imps, 
Minis and Fords. The overall win was 
achieved in an Austin Healey Sprite. 
 

I continued to enter these production car 
trials, (although at the time longing for the 
return of the true classics), winning a 
class of 11 in Bexley Light Car Club’s 

Alexander Trophy Trial run at Canada 
Heights, Swanley and repeating that 
result a month later in West Hants and 
Dorset Car Club’s Hartwell Cup Trial. The 
latter event, which attracted an entry of 
54, was contested on rather steep slopes 
which were laid out in a miniature valley 
at Darknoll Farm, Oakford Fitzpaine near 
Blandford Forum.  

 

On the Alexander Trophy Trial Andy 
came second in class in his Mk 2 Sprite 
which was primarily used for autotesting. 
It had been purchased in 1973 as a 
rolling shell and was fitted with a 
standard 1275cc engine and gearbox 
from a Mk 4 which Andy had rolled twice, 
first on a 12 car rally and secondly in a 
road accident.  It had a Ford axle and 
was fitted with a limited slip differential 
which was why he was running in the 
same class as my Beetle. For fixed 
ballast Andy used an engine block bolted 
to the boot floor! 
 

Andy who is currently Clubmans Rally 
Championship Coordinator for the 
Historic Rally Car Register navigated 
Malcolm Pickering to a superb third 
overall and first in class in their 1965 4.7 
litre Sunbeam Tiger on the 16th Winter 
Challenge to Monte Carlo from 26th 
February to 4th March 2005.  

Andy Gibson – Austin Healey Sprite 1975 Maidstone and 
Mid-Kent Trial in Detling Woods  
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As usual on the Hartwell Cup event I 
was competing with town and country 
pattern tyres whereas Ken and Graham 
Hoare, in a different class, were using 
Pirelli Cinturatos on their 1302 S VW 
Beetle. Ken was a very experienced 
production car trials driver, having been 
a former BTRDA champion, and Graham 
was later to become BTRDA All-
Rounders champion driving Beetles in 
autotests – a 1776cc 1303 S and at 
autocross – using a 2.1 litre engine and 
then subsequently a VW Golf in 
trials.1974 happened to be the year 
when the Volkswagen Group introduced 
their successful Golf to the world. 
 

With the industrial crisis continuing and 
the Land’s End 
cancelled I entered 
the Volkswagen 
Owners’ Club Lupin 
trial held in very dry 
conditions at Bury 
Farm, Houghton 
Conquest on the 12th 
May. This was a 
qualifying event for 
the Combined One 
Make Car Club’s 
national trials 
championship, which 
had been won two 
years earlier by none 
other than Angus 
Stewart driving his Ford Popular – see 
Section Ends – March 2003 edition. 
 

There was an entry of only 27, the 
majority of which were competing in two 
classes. Jon Poynter easily won the front 
wheel drive class of three Minis using his 
1275 GT model. In the rear engine class 
using standard tyres there were 3 
Hillman Imps and 4 Volkswagens with 
Cliff Morrell’s Imp taking class honours. 
As it was a single venue I entered for the 
first time since 1971 on Michelin ZX 
tyres but also used my trusty Dunlop 
SP44 tyres for the very well supported 
“grip” class, undertaking no less than 7 

wheel changes throughout the day. I 
was younger and fitter at that time! 
 

The popularity of being able to use town 
and country pattern tyres was reflected 
in the largest class entry, of 
Volkswagens and Imps plus Ford 
Populars and Escorts. The easy class 
and overall winner, using both Index of 
Performance and minimum points 
incurred was current Marlin pilot, John 
Ludford on 1 point penalty, at that time 
driving his 998cc Hillman Imp with his 
then wife Janet on 2 points in the same 
car and with me taking the last “podium” 
place on 3 penalties. John advises that it 
took him a further 29 years before once 
again achieving an outright win! 

John Ludford – 998cc Hillman Imp  
Bluehills Mine – 1978 Land’s End Trial. 
 

This is the car in which John won the 
Lupin Trial but equivalent success was 
to elude him on this Land’s End event 
when he failed Hindon Hill, and a speed 
test plus over running a line on 
Darracott. So you can’t win ‘em all. 
     
The proliferation of these trials continued 
throughout the summer but the industrial 
climate began to improve with a 
welcome return to road events by the 
Autumn. 
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MOTORCYCLE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
The 2005 Lands End Trial 
It was John Hind who set out in another 
august journal, 50 ways to lose a Triple. 
Well I found one of the ways by dabbing 
on Blue Hills 2 after remaining clean all 
night on this year’s Lands End trial. 
 
The trial itself was superb, particularly 
the blast over Exmoor at the dead of 
night with moonlight highlighting the 
layers of mist lying in the valleys. It’s 
moments like this that make long-
distance trialling a truly atmospheric 
experience. 
 
A total of 122 motorcycles and sidecars 
were entered in the main trial and of 
these entrants, 22 secured gold, 16 
silver and 19 bronze awards. There were 
17 non-starters and 10 retirements. C 
Brown secured class A, ACTC 
Championship contender Chris Poel, 
class B, I Mitchell, class C and John 
Hind, another ACTC Championship 
contender, the sidecar class D. 
 
Again my night was not without incident. 
No petrol consumption problems this 
time, but a rear brake cable that decided 
to go AWOL before [or was it after] 
scrutineering at North Petherton. Despite 
my failure on Blue Hills 2, I really 
enjoyed the 2005 Lands End and my 
sincere thanks go to all the officials for 
organising an extremely pleasurable 
event. 
 
Championship registration 
This was a key issue for the ACTC at the 
time that I took up appointment and 
Council approved recommended 
changes to the registration arrangements 
at their AGM last year. The changes 

effectively harmonised the motorcycle 
competitors with car competitors 
requiring a positive membership 
registration with the ACTC in order to 
compete in the two championships. 
 
Over the past six months the changes 
and membership of the ACTC have been 
actively promoted through articles in 
Trail, the membership magazine for the 
Trail Riders Fellowship and the Motor 
Cycling Club’s Triple magazine. 
 
The membership secretary advises me 
that as at the end of April 5 drivers have 
registered for the Red Rose Bowl and 22 
for the Pouncy Championships. At least 
10 are ‘new’ members, which is most 
encouraging. 
 
The Championships  
The Pouncy League for solo motorcycles 
has a total of 14 rounds in 2005 and the 
Red Rose Bowl, 13 rounds. Cheltenham 
Home Guard motorcycle club has 
rejoined the ACTC for 2005. My thanks 
go to member Dave Mason for helping to 
achieve this outcome and thereby 
securing the retention of the Sphinx trial 
in our calendar of championship events. 
 
The changes to registration 
arrangements have significantly 
simplified the updating of the 
championship tables. 
 
In terms of current championship 
positions, after the Sphinx trial, Chris 
Poel is leading the Pouncy 
Championship on 35 points, hotly 
pursued by Roger Tushingham on 32 
and Tom Beckerleg on 21. Andy 
Petherick and Trevor Griffiths jointly lead 
the fight for the Rose Bowl on 31 points, 
followed by John Hind on 20 points. 
Promotional activity 
 
Updated motorcycle related material for 
the website was prepared earlier this 
year including a guide to taking up long 
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distance motorcycle trials. This material 
has now been posted on the ACTC web 
site. 
 
All motorcycle entrants for the 2005 
Exeter Trial were mailed a letter during 
April promoting the ACTC championship 
and membership of the Association. This 
resulted in a flurry of phone calls and a 
handful of new members. 
 
Tyres 
This previously mysterious issue was the 
first tackled in my tenure. Quite simply, 
the ACTC rules on tyres followed the 

ACU rules, however the MCC had 
dispensation to allow variations which 
enable the larger trail bikes to be 
entered. This had led to some 
misunderstanding on the part of entrants 
at a non MCC round of the 
championship. The common sense 
approach was to adopt the MCC rule for 
all ACTC events and this was effected, 
after consultation, in time for the 2004 
championship year. No adverse 
feedback has been received following 
this change. 
However, at least three class C 
competitors on large capacity trail bikes 

Pouncy League 2005
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Chris Poel 10 9 6 10 35 4
Roger Tushingham 10 10 3 9 32 4
Tom Beckerleg 10 8 3 21 3
Andrew Westlake 10.0 6 5.00 21 3
Graham Makepeace 10.0 10 20 2
Stephen Edwards 10 8.00 18 2
Keith Johnston 10 6 16 2
C [Yoshi] Adams 10.0 6.00 16 2
Ian Rennie 10 6 16 2
John Webb 3 10 13 2
Andrew Berry 10 3 13 2
Melvyn Poel 10.00 10 1
Martin Marriott 10 10 1
Richard Eaves 10.0 10 1
David Waldron 0 0
Michael Wadsworth 0 0
Stephen Pearce 0 0
Dave Mason 0 0
Ian Mackie 0 0
Stephen Jones 0 0
Edward Griffin 0 0
Stephen Bailey 0 0

Red Rose Bowl 2004  Date:8/5/05

E
xe

te
r

E
xm

o
o

r

C
h

ai
rm

an
s

N
o

rt
h

er
n

L
an

d
s 

E
n

d

T
aw

 &
 T

o
rr

id
g

e

E
xe

 V
al

le
y

E
d

in
b

u
rg

h

E
xm

o
o

r 
C

lo
u

d
s

T
am

ar

T
ar

ka

H
ar

d
y

N
ei

l W
es

tc
o

tt

T
o

ta
l

Trevor Griffiths 10.0 7.0 8.0 6.0 31
Andrew Petherick 10 10 5 6 31
John Hind 10 10 20
Stephen Fuller 10 10
Stephen Pearce 0
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fell foul of the tyre regulations on the 
Lands End Trial. If we are to encourage 
entries on these types of motorcycles, 
then perhaps we should adopt the car 
approach of listing approved tyres at 
least for 17 inch rear wheels – the size 
that presents the greatest difficulty due 
to tyre availability. In such a way we 
could provide guidance for those 
competitors who are keen to both ride 
large capacity trail bikes AND remain 
within or close to the regulations. This 
however is not something that I would 
want to pursue alone and will sound out 
the motorcycle representative on the 
MCC Committee to see if there is broad 
support. 
 
I would welcome the views of ACTC 
motorcyclist members on how helpful 
[and indeed how straightforward] it 
would be to develop such a list. In 
addition, it would be helpful if you could 
email me your experiences and the 
details of any particular tyres for 17 inch 

rear wheels which you or friends have 
found to be either outside or near to the 
spirit if not the letter of the current tyre 
regulations. 
 
One option that Council suggested was 
developing a list of ‘approved’ tyres that 
would be permissible in addition to the 
current regulation. However, I really do 
not think that MT21s would fall within 
this group! 
 
Motorcycle contacts: 
 
Keith Johnston   
keith.johnston2@virgin.net   
01225 760415 
Home address: 260, Hill Street, 
Hilperton, Trowbridge, Wiltshire,  
BA14 7RS 
 
Tom Beckerleg  
tom.beckerleg@tesco.net     
01736 362568 
 

Championship 
Chat 
 
Before looking at the state of the various 
Car Championships prior to the summer 
break, I thought that I’d remind members 
and event organisers of the services that 
I can provide for their trials. 
 
Any Trial which is an ‘ACTC Invite’, in 

other words ALL members of ACTC 
are invited to compete, then I can 
supply the latest set of address labels 
for use by the organisers in sending 
out the SRs to potential entrants.  

Remember also that we have a 
separate list for the bikes this year, so 
if your trial includes bikes you will also 

receive a set of their labels. 
I’m also supposed to cast an eye over 

the SRs on behalf of the ACTC so it 
helps if the request for labels is 
accompanied by a set of the regs. 

All sets of contestant’s labels sent to 
organisers also have with them labels 
for Pat Toulmin (2) and me, and if 
Bikes are involved, two labels for Keith 
Johnston. 

These labels are for a set of the SRs 
to be sent to Pat and Keith for their 
records. 

The second label is for a set of results 
to be sent to each of us by post if the 
results don’t exist in an e-mailable 
electronic form.. 

 
(FURTHER TO THIS FOR THE 
TOULMINS DO NOT IGNORE THE 
ABOVE AND ONLY SEND A SET TO. 
JONATHAN. HE HAS TAKEN EARLY 
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RETIREMENT & OFTEN BY THE TIME I 
GET HOME FROM WORK THE REGS 
HAVE BEEN FILLED IN, PUT IN THE 
POST & FILED AWAY SO I DON’T 
KNOW THEY ARE OUT (same with 
RESULTS) – surely clubs can afford an 
extra stamp or two…………. ALSO 
ELECTRONIC FORMAT DEFINITELY 
PREFERRED -  pat@toulmin.info..  
 
Sorry for this rant, but I have been talking 
to ACTC council about this for years and 
the people there are not necessarily  the 
people who deal with SRs and results. It 
is important that we keep the website up 
to date and I don’t have time to chase 
event secretaries all the time. -ED) 
 
The electronic version of the results is 
much preferred by all three of us as it’s 
much easier to manipulate the results for 
the tables for Keith and I, and easier and 
quicker to get up on the ACTC website 
for Pat. 
 
On now to the car championship tables 
(which are reproduced elsewhere) as 
they exist at roughly the half-way point in 
the season.  Each of the Wheelspin and 
Crackington tables is led by a different 
Class 2 driver, which must be pretty 
unusual. 
 
In the Wheelspin, Adrian Dommett has a 
16 point lead over his nearest 
challengers, Ian Davis and Sticker Martin, 
with ever-presents Dave Haizelden, Tony 
Young and Paul Bartelman just a further 
point behind.  After Adrian’s result on the 
Kyrle who’s to say that the traditional 
Class7/8 strengths in the later part of the 
season will come through this year. 
 
Bill Bennett leads the Crackington, with a 
reasonable lead over Dave Haizelden, 
Adrian Dommett, Ross Norman and the 
father and son pairing of Sticker and 
Andrew Martin. 
 
 

 
The Navigator’s League is currently 
headed by the ladies in the form of Liz 
Bennett and Judy Phillips with young 
Aaron Haizelden not so far back in third 
place, even though he’s missed the two 
MCC events so far this year. 
 
On the Team front we actually had eight 
teams registered at one time, the most 
I’ve had since doing this job.  
   
Unfortunately several of the teams have 
dropped out due to a variety of factors 
and we’re left now with four. The leaders 
at this point in the season are ‘More 
Bump and Grind, consisting of Lucky 
Bart, Craner Waters and Arnie Martin 
(this team insisted on pseudonyms to 
protect their identities!) followed pretty 
closely by FWD All Stars II, with Adrian 
Dommett, Michael Collins and David 
Haizelden as members. This team was 
reformed after the Exeter with the 
substitution of Adrian D for Paul Allaway. 
 
Other scoring teams are the Mud 
Plugging Maidens (Emma Flay, Kelly 
Thomas  and Nicola Wainwright) and  the 
JVs (Giles Greenslade, Bill Bennet and 
Tony Young) 
 
The ACTC Awards event will be on us 
shortly so I hope to see many of you in 
Bristol for those festivities.     
 
For everybody, have a very good 
summer in or under your cars and see 
you back on the hills in the autumn.  
 

Chris 
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Wheelspin Table 2005 28 April 2005
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Adrian Dommett 5 9 9 5 10 38 38
Ian Davis 3 10 9 22 22
Sticker Martin 5 7 5 5 22 22
David Haizelden 5 8 3 5 21 21
Paul Bartleman 8 9 4 21 21
Tony Young 5 6 3 7 21 21
Ross Norman 8 5 6 19 19
Bill Bennett 5 5 5 15 15
Michael Collins 3 6 1 5 15 15
Andrew Martin 5 3 6 1 15 15
Simon Woodall 5 1 1 8 15 15
Tommy Kalber 5 7 12 12
Michael Chatwin 5 5 10 10
Ray Goodright 5 5 10 10
Adrian Marfell 10 10 10
Dean Partington 3 7 10 10
Colin Perryman 5 5 10 10
Stuart Roach 5 5 10 10
Carl Talbot 10 10 10
Tim Whellock 5 5 10 10
Dudley Sterry 5 3 2 10 10
Paul Allaway 5 3 8 8
Roger Bricknell 3 4 1 8 8
Nick Farmer 5 3 8 8
Stuart Harrold 5 2 1 8 8
Bill Rosten 5 3 8 8
Mark Smith 5 3 8 8
Mark Tooth 5 3 8 8
Dave Wall 5 3 8 8
Mal Allen 3 3 1 7 7
Barry Clarke 3 3 6 6
Gregor Dixon-Smith 5 1 6 6
Mike Pearson 5 1 6 6
Tony Rothin 5 1 6 6
David Symons 3 3 6 6
Dick Bolt 5 5 5
Jeff Buchanan 5 5 5
David Dyer 5 5 5
Giles Greenslade 5 5 5
Peter Hart 1 4 5 5
David Miller 5 5 5
Brian Partridge 5 5 5
Bryan Phipps 5 5 5
Jonathan Toulmin 5 5 5
Harvey Waters 2 2 1 5 5
Rob Wells 5 5 5
Keith Sanders 5 5 5
Emma Flay 3 1 4 4
Dave Sargeant 3 1 4 4
Nicola Wainright 3 1 4 4
Tristan White 4 4 4
Terry Ball 3 3 3
Colin Biles 3 3 3
Nigel Hilling 3 3 3
John Ludford 3 3 3
Stephen Potter 3 3 3
John Sargeant 3 3 3
Kelly Thomas 3 3 3
Mike Workman 3 3 3
Phil Pontin 1 1 2 2
David Bache 1 1 1
Peter Barr 1 1 1
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Crackington Table 2005 28 April 2005
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Bill Bennett 5.0 9.4 9.6 10.3 5.0 9.3 48.6 48.6
David Haizelden 5.0 10.6 10.5 5.0 10.5 41.6 41.6
Adrian Dommett 5.0 10.4 10.6 5.0 10.3 41.3 41.3
Ross Norman 10.0 8.0 9.0 5.0 8.0 40.0 40.0
Sticker Martin 5.0 10.9 10.5 5.0 7.0 38.4 38.4
Andrew Martin 5.0 11.0 10.0 1.0 11.0 38.0 38.0
Colin Perryman 5.0 6.9 9.8 5.0 11.0 37.7 37.7
Harvey Waters 8.9 9.5 10.8 1.0 5.0 35.2 35.2
Tristan White 9.9 8.5 7.8 9.0 35.2 35.2
Paul Bartleman 8.0 10.0 10.0 7.0 35.0 35.0
David Symons 3.0 8.6 8.5 3.0 8.5 31.6 31.6
Tony Young 5.0 0.0 7.0 7.0 3.0 9.0 31.0 31.0
Simon Woodall 5.0 11.0 5.0 10.0 31.0 31.0
David Dyer 9.5 10.6 9.6 29.7 29.7
Ian Davis 3.0 3.0 11.0 11.0 28.0 28.0
Michael Collins 3.0 9.6 9.5 5.0 R 27.1 27.1
Dudley Sterry 5.0 6.0 6.0 3.0 5.0 25.0 25.0
Peter Barr 1.0 6.5 9.6 6.6 23.7 23.7
Roger Bricknell 3.0 10.0 9.0 1.0 23.0 23.0
Jeff Buchanan 5.0 9.3 8.7 23.0 23.0
Keith Sanders 10.2 10.7 20.9 20.9
Simon Groves 5.9 8.8 6.0 20.7 20.7
Mal Allen 3.0 7.0 9.5 1.0 20.5 20.5
Dave Sargeant 3.0 7.5 1.0 8.6 20.1 20.1
Carl Talbot 9.0 11.00 20.0 20.0
Ray Goodright 5.0 5.0 10.0 20.0 20.0
David Miller 5.0 7.9 6.8 19.7 19.7
Colin Biles 3.0 9.2 6.7 18.9 18.9
Mark Smith 5.0 10.5 3.0 R 18.5 18.5
Mark Tooth 5.0 10.1 3.0 18.1 18.1
Nick Farmer 5.0 3.0 10.0 18.0 18.0
Chris Symons 1.0 6.6 9.7 17.3 17.3
Terry Coventry 7.6 9.5 17.1 17.1
Derek Tyler 9.0 8.0 17.0 17.0
Peter Hart 1.0 5.0 10.5 16.5 16.5
David Malin 4.9 6.5 4.8 16.2 16.2
Stuart Harrold 5.0 4.0 6.0 1.0 16.0 16.0
Tommy Kalber 5.0 11.0 16.0 16.0
Giles Greenslade 5.0 10.2 15.2 15.2
Tim Hellings 6.5 7.6 14.1 14.1
Bryan Phipps 5.0 9.0 14.0 14.0
Gregor Dixon-Smith 5.0 1.0 7.7 13.7 13.7
John Ludford 3.0 4.0 6.0 13.0 13.0
Dick Bolt 5.0 8.0 13.0 13.0
John Sargeant 3.0 9.5 12.5 12.5
Terry Ball 3.0 8.5 11.5 11.5
Dean Partington 3.0 8.0 11.0 11.0
Mike Workman 5.0 6.0 11.0 11.0
Stephen Potter 3.0 7.6 10.6 10.6
Adrian Marfell 10.5 10.5 10.5
Alistair Queen 10.1 10.1 10.1
Michael Chatwin 5.0 5.0 10.0 10.0
Stuart Roach 5.0 5.0 10.0 10.0
Tim Whellock 5.0 5.0 10.0 10.0
Thomas Jones 7.5 2.0 9.5 9.5
Gary Browning R 9.3 9.3 9.3
Nigel Hilling 3.0 5.8 8.8 8.8
David Bowlas 8.3 8.3 8.3
Paul Allaway 5.0 3.0 8.0 8.0
Brian Partridge 5.0 3.0 8.0 8.0
Bill Rosten 5.0 3.0 8.0 8.0
Dave Wall 5.0 3.0 R 8.0 8.0



51 

Crackington Table 2005 28 April 2005
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Timothy Smith 6.0 2.0 8.0 8.0
Jonathan Toulmin 5.0 R 3.0 8.0 8.0
John Parsons 1.0 5.7 6.7 6.7
Brian Alexander 6.6 6.6 6.6
John Wilton 6.6 6.6 6.6
Barry Clarke 3.0 3.0 6.0 6.0
Tim Foster 2.0 4.0 6.0 6.0
Mike Pearson 5.0 1.0 6.0 6.0
Tony Rothin 5.0 1.0 6.0 6.0
Richard Shirley 6.0 6.0 6.0
Kim Dear 5.6 5.6 5.6
Eric Smith 5.0 5.0 5.0
Rob Wells 5.0 0.0 5.0 5.0
Murray Montgomery-Smith 1.0 R 4.0 5.0 5.0
Emma Flay 3.0 1.0 4.0 4.0
Nicola Wainright 3.0 1.0 4.0 4.0
Tony Branson 3.0 3.0 3.0
Ed Nikel 1.0 2.0 3.0 3.0
Kelly Thomas 3.0 3.0 3.0
Nigel Moss 3.0 3.0 3.0
Phil Pontin 1.0 1.0 2.0 2.0
Stuart Ridge 0.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
David Bache 0.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Neil Bray 1.0 1.0 1.0
Andrew Brown 1.0 1.0 1.0
Jonathan Elliott 1.0 1.0 1.0
Denis Johns 1.0 1.0 1.0
Ivan Sharrock 1.0 1.0 1.0
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Liz Bennett 5.0 9.4 9.6 10.3 5.0 9.3 48.6 48.6
Judy Phillips 5.0 10.4 10.6 5.0 10.3 41.3 41.3
Aaron Haizelden 10.6 10.5 10.5 31.6 31.6
Jane Beer 11.0 10.0 21.0 21.0
Donny Allen 3.0 7.0 9.5 1.0 20.5 20.5
Janet Biles 3.0 9.2 6.7 18.9 18.9
Carlie Hart 1.0 5.0 10.5 16.5 16.5
Chris Phillips 5.0 4.0 6.0 1.0 16.0 16.0
Dale Bazley 10.5 5.0 15.5 15.5
Francesca Plimmer 5.0 10.2 15.2 15.2
Alan Selwood 5.0 10.0 15.0 15.0
Sue Ludford 3.0 4.0 6.0 13.0 13.0
June Sargeant 3.0 9.5 12.5 12.5
Tina Allaway 5.0 5.0 10.0 10.0
Brian Malin 4.9 4.8 9.7 9.7
Ken Martin 8.5 8.5 8.5
Pat Toulmin 5.0 R 3.0 8.0 8.0
Anne Whellock 5.00 5.0 5.0
Helen Bliss 3.0 3.0 3.0
Janet Bailey 0.0 0.0
Paul Brisco R 0.0 0.0
Elizabeth Butcher 0.0 0.0
Ady Fawcett 0.0 0.0
Rob Gilmour 0.0 0.0
Paul Gregory 0.0 0.0
Cecil Hawkesworth 0.0 0.0
Fred Mills R 0.0 0.0
James Mountain 0.0 0.0
Matt Robson 0.0 0.0

Navigators League 2005
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
10th July Testing Trial MCC * 
11th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
18th September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
1st October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
8th October Welsh VSCC * 
8th October Ebworth Stroud MC ACTC Invite 
16th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
23rd October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
30th October Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
6th November Lakeland VSCC * 
6th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
13th November Mechanics Stroud MC ACTC Invite 
20th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
27th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
27th November Allen BMC&LCC Championship (C) 
4th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 
    
7th January 2006 Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
22nd January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
29th January North Devon North Devon MC Championship (C/M) 
5th February Cotswold Clouds Stroud MC Championship (C) 
12th February Launceston L&NCMC * 
12th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
18th February Northern Fellside Championship (C/M) 
26th February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Championship (M) 
5th March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
12th March March Hare Falcon MC ACTC Invite 
19th March Bovey Down Windwhistle MC * 
26th March President’s Camel Vale * 
2nd April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
14th/15th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
29th April Kimber MGCC * 
30th April Sphinx Chelteham Championship (M) 
21st May  Ilkley Ilkley MC ACTC Invite 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible. 

Please note: 2006 dates are provisional  
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