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  ● On event accident 
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components are used, and the superb new casing is machined from solid high 
grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £465 (no VAT) but what price can you put on having the 
confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your results are bound to 
improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and still be able to drive 
home after the event!  
 

NEW Low cost Escort roller diff pin conversion, solves pin/star wheel 
lubrication problem 

 

ALSO – Roller diff pin conversion for Morgans using the 7HA Salisbury axle 
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A ‘bumper bundle’ edition for the summer means that there is little space for an 
editorial, but I’m sure you don’t want to listen to me. We are a little late this time, on 
purpose, to report on the resurrected Ilkley Trial which took place on 23rd May. 
Jonathan and I marshalled on one of the special tests and then took in a couple 
more sections in the afternoon. There were (I think) 19 sections in all, which is fine 
for May but we couldn’t imagine running that many in January. I think a good day 
was had by all. 
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E lsewhere in this issue is 
reproduced the eulogy that I 
was privileged to give at Roger 
Pole's funeral. Roger will be 

sorely missed by the entire trials 
community for the amount of behind the 
scenes effort that he put in. Those of 
you who so glibly say thanks to the 
marshals at acceptance speech time 
might like to reflect on just how much 
you owe this one man. 
 
With this issue we also say thanks and 
farewell to Mark Rosten-Edwards for all 
the help that he has given our esteemed 
editor by chasing copy and cajoling 
people into providing reports. Mark has 
had to step down from this role as his 
life moves in other directions. His has 
been an unsung role, but I would like to 
publicly assure him that we all 
appreciate what he has been doing. This 
therefore means that there is an opening 
for a replacement for Mark as sub-editor. 
The role consists, in simple terms, of 
contacting the organisers of events in 
the weeks leading up to the event, 
getting an entry list and selecting from 
that list one or two people who might be 
persuaded to write an article on the 
event for Restart. The lucky person then 
has to be persuaded to do their bit and 
chased to ensure that the words are 
forthcoming in time for Pat's deadlines. 
 
As part of the encouragement of older 
vehicles to return, the ACTC Council 
proposed a change to the class structure 
to allow what might crudely be described 
as "pre-war specials" to run in class 5. 
This has now been accepted by the 
MSA and should appear in the Blue 

Book next year. The basic rule of thumb 
that these vehicles must comply with is 
that they are of entirely pre war 
components. This is not to say that a 
later built body will not be acceptable, so 
long as it is in keeping with the vehicle 
(which means no fibreglass). Period 
engine, gearbox and axles plus a 
chassis from a pre-war production car, 
and of course crossply tyres. So this 
means no tubular frame cars, but all 
those Ford 10 engined; Austin 7 chassis 
cars that people keep telling me are 
waiting in the wings to return can now do 
so. I'm not going to hold my breath. 
 
I encouraged a young colleague of mine 
to go down to the Kyrle Trial and see for 
himself what all this motorsport stuff was 
all about, and how getting involved at a 
low level was far more fun that just 
talking about how great it all could be if 
only he had a hotshot car. The trick 
worked, and he is now fired with 
enthusiasm for having a go. The 
problem now comes with finding a 
suitable car. Being young he is not in a 
position to build a car from scratch - he 
has neither the knowledge or the space. 
So the only solution is to buy one. Alas, 
unlike most other forms of sport where 
last year's car is no good to the top dog, 
second hand trials cars rarely seem to 
come to market. Also it would seem that 
when people "give up" trialling, they 
have this curious belief that against the 
odds, they will come back to the sport at 
some mythical time in the future. They 
then leave the car to moulder in the 
garage until it reaches the stage when 
the amount of work required to return it 
to usable condition far exceeds their 
enthusiasm for the job. The car is then 
either thrown away or offered for sale. 
Alas, by this time so much work is 
required that it is no longer suitable for 
my young colleague, and anyone who is 
prepared to undertake a task of this 
magnitude would rather start from 
scratch. To put this in perspective, is 
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there one of you out there who can 
identify by owner more than 12 Trolls? I 
am told there should be 19. 
 
After all the "threat to Motorsport" hassle 
caused by our esteemed Minister for 
Rural Affairs it would seem that we 
came out of it all in a stronger position 
that when we went in. Andrew Brown did 
a stirling job in raising the profile of 
classic trials in high places, being one of 
only three members of the pro motoring 
lobby to actually get a face to face 
meeting with the mandarins. Full marks 
to him. Now as we move into the 
summer another threat seems to hover 
in the wings. With the cost of fuel 
creeping ever upwards, it is going to 
become even more difficult for some, not 
to do events, but to justify the cost of 
travelling outside of their own immediate 
area to take part. 

 
Although more the MCC's remit than this 
magazine’s, and I don't wish to tread on 
the toes of Triple's editor, I am told that 
a very successful weekend was spent a 
couple of weeks ago sorting out some of 
the surface problems of Bamford 
Clough. A two day exercise resulted in 
the laying of much sympathetic concrete 
and the addition of some water channels 
to protect the new works. Although I was 
not there myself, my spies tell me that 
the character of the hill remains, and 
that it has not been converted into a 
motorway. With Ian Bates as the new 
clerk of the course, putting his 
experience of running the Chase Clouds 
Trial to good effect, prospects for the 
Edinburgh look good. 
 
 

 

Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration. 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                  £10.99 
Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating 500ml                £3.60 
 
Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                 £4.00 
Box 10 special price                               £35.00 
CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                  £5.50 
Box 10 special price                                           £50.00 

Octane Plus – gives your engine a power boost 
250ml treats 50 litres unleaded petrol               £3.60  
Box 10 special price                                    £31.00 
Diesel Power Plus 
500ml treats 500 litres                                       £6.99 
 
Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres      £9.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres              £5.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£8.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel / Fax 01460 66434 
mail@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 
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W hile most of you enjoyed a 
fine May Sunday out in the 
sun on the 16th, your 
officers and delegates 

gathered for the Council meeting near 
Bristol. And an epic meeting it proved to 
be, though due more to lively content 
than any reflection upon Giles our vice 
chairman, who was sitting in for Simon 
on this occasion. 
 
Early items on a typical meeting agenda 
are nominations and elections for 
officers, where we look towards the 
future.  However on this sad occasion, 
Robin Moore addressed the assembly to 
summarise the desperately ill condition 
of our once-hearty President Roger 
Pole, prior to his death two days later.  
All in the room reflected on their 
personal memories of this amiable, 
achieving man who’d been a figurehead 
in Holsworthy Motor Club and our 
association since 1990, whilst also a 
school governor, council chair and even 
building his own house. 
 
Gathering ourselves together and 
moving on to electoral affairs, we have 
found ourselves again in need of a well-
versed chap to handle the minefield of 
class 7 co-ordination, in which it seems 
no two cars are alike and competitors’ 
imagination abounds! Pete Hart has 
already devoted much effort towards the 
specification sheets that you sign for 
your Marlins (you have….of course!) and 
is widely respected as both a competitor 
and organiser. Council were therefore 
pleased to elect Pete unopposed, and 
he will continue to wrestle with Medusa 
on our behalf and hopefully please 
everyone! 
 
Club membership of the association 
remains static at 22. New folk Ilkley and 
District MC have been encouraged to 
(re) join, and have benefited from much 
guidance towards putting together their 
trial in Yorkshire, but have decided to 

base their decision to join our ranks in 
future upon the success of their end-of-
season trial. (Those of us reviewing the 
event whilst savouring a spread of local 
fare in the Rugby Club finish after 19 
sections felt that their organisation would 
be worthy of membership and that their 
enthusiasm would be well focussed by 
the association’s support)  
 
Andrew Brown addressed Council to 
summarise the mammoth exercise that 
he has lead with help from trials 
colleagues, building defences through 
forging alliances with Tim Stevens 
(LARA) and Geoff Wilson (TRF). Their 
efforts concluded with an hour’s 
consultation in the company of our 
‘favourite’ minister. Two key items 
emerged: (1) DEFRA were quite taken 
aback at the volume of responses to the 
consultation (15,000!), needing to recruit 
extra staff to process material, and (2) 
the ministerial observation that 
‘motorsport has its house in order’ which 
at least is perceptive. Andrew conveyed 
thanks to all who had written to 
represent our sport and stressed that we 
must now capitalise on this breathing 
space to gain favour with public opinion.   
 
So, a personal thought here: so much of 
our PR effort is low key: it’s carried out 
one-to-one with local residents and often 
therefore quite invisible to the wider 
public who are otherwise exposed to the 
R.A’s tirade. Yet in our local papers we 
read of weekend sporting successes by 
football teams, tennis teams, sailing 
teams, horseriders, swimmers and 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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cricketers. When did we last read of a 
successful, fuss-free classic trial in our 
neighbourhood? The low-speed sporting 
fun, the driving skill development, the 
spectating pleasure and the lane 
clearance preparations are all 
ingredients that could be scripted to both 
wrap up the months of hard 
organisational work and to ease the 
passage of approval for next year’s 
event. 
 
Back in the meeting room, Dave 
Haizelden our championship quality 
monitor reported on ‘a fantastic year of 
classic trialling’, offering many 
compliments to all organisers from 
Camel Vale to Carlisle.  However, 
David’s brief is to maintain standards 
and to seek improvement, so his review 
of each event pulled out individual 
weaknesses for review before ‘next 
time’. Five items are highlighted here, 
which competitors might recognise: 
 

- tyre pressure limits are OK for 
dry weather, but CoC’s should 
avoid giving advanced notice, 
and be seen to check en-route 

- penalties for hitting markers 
should be removed from all 
classic trials 

- Index of Performance has no 
place in the ACTC 
championship 

- some organisers show a lack of 
willingness to investigate 
questionable scores 

- irregular scrutineering: some 
for legality, some for eligibility 
and some confusion over diff. 
testing. 

 
As you will no doubt read in the words 
from the chairman, scrutineering 
consistency is being established through 
the kind services of the stalwart 
Blakeleys, though naturally it will be 
implemented with full consent of clubs 
and their ‘regular officials’. 

 
 
However, this Kaizen policy of 
‘continuous improvement’ does not only 
bear upon the hardworking organising 
teams – competitors also have their 
responsibilities. Recalling the issue of 
PR, many in the room voiced their 
concerns about NOISE – difficult to 
measure perhaps, yet easy to perceive 
and the main enemy to users and 
residents of the countryside. The 
scrutineering system will be monitoring 
your silencing and tracking any lapses, 
but please remember that the problem is 
also from banging doors and loud voices 
in a quiet lane.  
 
Next up on the agenda, the reviving of 
the motorcycle championships. 
Encouraged by their success with 
sorting out the tyre rules, Keith and Tom 
have proposed a structure to stimulate 
wider competition for the Pouncy and 
Red Rose trophies, essentially taking on
-board all elements of the car’s 
championship. Council approved the 
steps which would carry over these 
elements, ie: a register for all 
contenders, promotion of ACTC 
membership through the MCC and ACU, 
offer automatic Restart subscription, 
automatic receipt of regs… AND… 
 
Nicely wrapped up by Giles’ promotion 
of a mid-year annual awards 
presentation, bringing all ACTC 
members together (two wheels to tin-
tops) for a grand social dinner dance in 
the Bristol area. An event to look forward 
to for 2005, where we might get to learn 
more about each other away from the 
trials environment of waterproofs, 
helmets, hats and goggles.  
 
 
 

Adrian 



7 

The 2003 Wheelspin 
championship winner 

by Julia Bricknell 
 

R oger’s first recollection of 
motor sport is when he was 
six years old and was taken to 
watch his father, who was 

competing on the Lands End Trial, 
tackle Hustyn Hill on a motorcycle. His 
father was a regular competitor on the 
three MCC events and when he was 11, 
Roger, father, mother, younger brother 
and sister all competed on the Lands 
End in a Ford Consul. It was hopeless! 
The following year his father bought a 
two-seater NHC special from Nick 
Coates and so there was only room for 
himself and younger brother to squeeze 
into the passenger seat for the next 
Lands End Trial. Fortunately his brother 
did not become a motoring enthusiast 
and Roger continued to follow in his 
father’s footsteps alone.  

At 17 he passed his driving test and 
immediately started trialling a Ford Pop, 
which lasted for four years before being 
replaced by a Morgan Plus 4, with which 
he won the Baddeley Award and the first 
of four triples. An Anglia van followed 
and then an Anglia saloon. Rather down 
market for the girls, but far more 
competitive! He also started to compete 
in PCTs, branched out into autocross 
with a TR3 through the sixties and 
seventies and regularly navigated in 
night road rallies in Escort Twin Cams 
and the like. This was all a long time ago 
and a rather blurred memory. He won 
the S.W. Championship before venturing 
further afield for the RAC PCT 
championship events, winning the 
championship in 77 & 78.  
 
1976 had seen the purchase of his first 
sporting trials car, a Cannon, and he 
was therefore able to compete in PCTs 
in the summer and sporting trials in the 
winter. At the end of the 1978 season 

both the Anglia 
and the Cannon 
were sold to 
fund a Facsimile 
kit for a more 
serious attempt 
at sporting trials. 
 
Living in 
Cornwall had 
hardened him 
against long 
distance driving 
for events and 
he gained the 
RAC sporting 
trials 
championship in 
1980, 1982, 
1984, 1986, 
1987 and 1989. 
In 1986 he had 

purchased an Escort with a view to filling 
his summer months again with PCTs 
and naturally MCC classics followed with 

 

Roger and father climbing Darracott in a 
Ron Kemp Special in 1960.  
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his wife Julia and son Thomas then 
aged 7 and so another generation of 
motoring enthusiast was launched.  
 
He continued to alternate sporting trials 
with classic trials, as the seasons were 
the same but in 1993 the decision was 
taken to complete a season in classic 
trials. That year he won the Crackington 
Cup, which he again won in 1994. He 
has been known to compete in the 
Edinburgh Trial Friday/Saturday with the 
Escort followed by a sporting trial in 
Cumbria on the Sunday with the 
Facsimile and been back at his desk first 
thing Monday morning. The logistics 
alone were too complicated to mention! 
 
With Thomas now able to drive in off-
road events the use of the sporting trials 
car was now a wild card and Roger 
encouraged Thomas to prepare the 
Mk11 Escort he had purchased for 
classic trials. This reduced the pressure 
on the ‘ownership’ of the Facsimile. So 

at 17 Thomas appeared in the classic 
trials arena winning a gold on his first 
outing.  
 
By 1996 Roger decided to change 
classes in classic trials – was it the 
pressure of competing against the next 
generation – who knows, but he built a 
Vincent MPH kit car for class 7. This 
took three years and during this time he 
returned to sporting trials for relaxation. 
The Vincent is a most enjoyable car and 
has taken Roger to various degrees of 
success in the championship. He still 
managed to fit in the odd sporting trial 
and rally (London - Sydney Marathon 
Rally in 2000 – a real highlight in his 
motor sporting career). However, the 
greatest success of all he feels was 
winning the Wheelspin League in 2003. 
Look out - he is talking class 8 now or is 
it classic rallying? He has boundless 
energy and is very difficult to keep up 
with! 

The 2003 Red Rose Bowl 
championship winner 

by Julia Browne 
 

T revor Griffiths, winner of the 
2003 ACTC Red Rose Bowl, is 
a man known to all of us on the 
trials scene.  He’s been around 

since about 1998 acting as chair-man for 
Mike Crocker, and this was the start of 
Trevor’s involvement with bikes.  In his 
youth, he did some Oval racing and 
some grasstrack with a formula 2 stock 
car, but eventually that came to an end, 
and it wasn’t until he teamed up Mike 
Crocker that he really started with LDTs. 
 
I saw him at the start of the Land’s End 
last year and he first mentioned that he 
had this KTM VMC outfit as a project, 
and his partner Alison was a willing 

passenger, despite this being something 
she had never tried before. At that stage 
the main hold-up was that Trevor hadn’t 
actually got a licence to ride a bike on 
the road. He was going through the 
theory test and as Alison had spent as 
much time as he had, reading up the 
theory, she was going to sit her test too. 
Trevor got his full licence in April, and 
did the inaugural ride at the Testing Trial 
with the new outfit, and that went quite 
well for them.  They were second out of 
16 outfits, and only 1½ seconds, over 
four laps, behind the winner. Some 
useful ability there. 
 
This year he burst into the competition 
late in the season – the Taw & Torridge 
was his and Alison’s first proper long 
distance trial – and from there the new 
driver with his new passenger in a new 
outfit proved just about unstoppable.  
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Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 

Air bottle repairs & refills 
Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 

Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 
 

If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 

 
4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 

Junction 10, M5 
Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

They weren’t sorted out in time to enter 
the Edinburgh, but by virtue of 
campaigning the full autumn season of 
one-day trials, they overtook all the other 
outfits and deservedly won the 
championship.   
 
There was, I have to mention, a small 
problem on the Launceston Trial, their 
third outing, when the local police pulled 
Trevor over and had a word, because 
Alison had moved off the seat for a 
moment while they negotiated a 
junction.  The Cornwall constabulary is 
quite certain that the passenger MUST 
be on the seat at all times on a public 
highway.  The result of this was a fixed 
penalty fine and 3 points on that shiny 
new licence. No-one was very happy 
about it, except, possibly, the local 
police, and it does potentially raise all 
sorts of issues. 
 

This season Trevor and Alison are 
hoping to do all three MCC trials – they 
have started with a silver on the Exeter 
(but Simms caught all the outfits bar 
one) – and the usual run of one day 
events. It should be an interesting 
season. 
 
Addendum; Noisy and frightening was 
even closer than I expected. While we 
were catching our breath at the top of 
Blue Hills 2 on this years Land's End, 
there was a lot of yelling, the sound of 
an engine being thrashed without mercy, 
a rear wheel spinning and roosting the 
spectators, and Trevor and Alison spun 
into sight with their KTM outfit, 
completing a very enthusiastic, clean 
ascent of Blue Hills 2 and a gold medal 
on their first Land’s End. There was 
nothing tidy about it: Trevor and Alison 

have arrived! 
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Recipe for a successful first 
attempt at organising a single 
venue clubsport classic trial 
 
Windwhistle Motor Club’s Bovey 
Down Trial, Sunday 21st March 

by Tim Whellock 
 
Ingredients 
A good date in the trials calendar 
An enthusiastic landowner 
An enthusiastic organising team 
Enthusiastic marshals with recovery 
vehicles 
Enthusiastic competitors 
 
Method 
Go to the ACTC to find out which 
Sunday in a busy March calendar you 
could squeeze your new event in to.  
 
Find that you’ve got Mothers Day. 
Mistake. 
 

Chat up the landowner and satisfy him 
that you can ensure safe, competent 
and considerate organisation.  
 
Get you local motor club to send him a 
big cheque.  
 
Get key members of your local motor 
club to do what they know how to best.  
 
Make two or three site visits to work out 
a circuit and plan the sections for the 
day.  22 sections, 2 special tests, three 
circuits, four hills – Norman’s Hump, 
Clinton, Monica, Hilary and one new 
section that has never been used 
before.  
 
Hand out flyers at trials before yours.  
 
Make loads of phone calls to local 
triallers to convince them that they would 
rather be playing in the woods than 
visiting their mother on Mothers Day.   
Marshal at as many local trials as you 
can to make sure local clubs send 

marshals to 
help you on 
the day.  
 
Spend hours 
working out 
the sequence 
and layout of 
the sections 
and special 
tests.  
 
Book a mobile 
loo.  
 
Book a 
catering crew 
to provide 
breakfast, 
lunch, tea, 
coffee & cake 
all day.  

 
 

Bovey Down winner Jason Flay, Lorcha, with his trophy 
(Photo by Tim Whellock) 
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Source/design/weld a suitable trophy for 
the winner made up of broken bits of 
rear axle from an Austin 7 – small 
enough to fit comfortably in the winning 
car that has to take it home.   
 
On the day. Don’t panic when you find 
you don’t have enough marshals and 
that the marshal you have given a hand 
held radio to cannot operate it.  
 
Start promptly at 9.30 am like you said 
you would in the regs.  
 
Chase round and round all day 
remembering to stop at the pie van 
every time you go past it to buy 
something so that the caterers will come 
again when you need them.  
 
Help the lady driver of the only Austin 7 
entered to change a wheel when she 
gets a puncture. Take some pix. 
 
Keep on talking at the finish when you 
announced that the results were ready 
and you find your computer operator/

chief marshal has to rejiggle a few inputs 
to get the computer to issue forth.  
 
Finish at 4 pm like you said you would in 
the regs so that those who have to visit 
their mother can do so. 
 
Thank everyone for coming especially 
the marshals and Terry and Jason Flay.  
Congratulate yourself that all the hills 
were climbed by at least one competitor 
even if it did take 3 attempts for Chris 
Bale in John Summerhayes’ old Ford 
Special to climb the new one. 
 
Convince your local motor club that it is 
worth having another go next year 
because next year you’ll have more 
competitors and you wont make a loss.  
 
Hope to see more competitors next year 
for some valuable daylight attempts at 
Clinton, Normans Hump, Monica and 
Hilary. 
 
Tim Whellock: Clerk of the Course, Pete 
Young: Chief Marshal, Sheldon Ware: 

Entries 
Secretary and 
Jerry Shepperd: 
Scrutineer were 
pleased to see 
the 19 
competitors who 
entered their 
first Bovey 
Down trial. They 
hope everyone 
enjoyed the 
event as much 
as they enjoyed 
organising it.  
 
Hope to see you 
all and more 
next year. 

Alistair Stevenson, Ford Escort 
(Photo by Tim Whellock) 
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The Northern Trial 
by Dave Miller 

 

T his year for the Fellside 
weekend we had our usual 
houseful of competitors. We 
had the Escort team of Harvey 

and Nigel, the Troll team of Paul and 
Emma and the Melos team of Arnie and 
Jane all staying with us. Our guests 
arrived at tea time, even Harvey despite 
an impromptu tour of Carlisle!, and we 
had a traditional English supper of chilli 
and rice. Then. After a night out, 
sampling the hostelries of Wigton, it was 
time for bed. Saturday morning arrived 
all too soon! 
 
Not much trouble for us to get to the 
start venue, as the Stocksman is within 
three miles of our house. ‘Signing On’ 
and other formalities sorted and we’re 
off to section 1, Sandale. I think 
everyone likes this one, it’s quite long, 
slippery and a right good flat out blast. I 
picked up a two, but Harvey showed me 
how it was done with his similar Escort 
and cleaned it. From here we set off to 
Winlatter Pass for a jolly in the forest, 
Section 2 was Forest Yump, not too 
difficult, but a bit slick in the middle to 
catch out the unwary. There were cleans 
for Harvey and me, however the rest of 
the class were caught out.  
 
Section 3, Darling How, was a wet stony 
track, which didn’t look too bad. As I 
struggled to the restart line I mentioned 
to John Blakeley that I had mad it look 
difficult. He agreed and then, as I 
disappeared in a cloud of steam he said, 
“but you made the restart look 
impossible”. I was a bit miffed to drop 
this restart, especially as it cost me 
eleven points, which seems a bit harsh, 
but the rest of the class, except you 
know who (ie Harvey) didn’t get off the 
start line. 
 

Section 4, Widow Hause, was a nice 
section. Starting steeply up to a restart, 
then a nice long and not too difficult 
climb to the section end. I was awarded 
six points here, which makes me think I 
must have done the restart wrong. There 
were no instructions in the route book 
and I had forgotten to memorise the 
regulations before setting off! I suspect 
this happened to more people than just 
me.  
 

Section 5 was Buttermere Old Road, 
which is one of those little bits of road 
that get left when the main road is 
rerouted. All this was a restart test, but it 
was the proper job - only two class 8s 
and a handful of motorcycles got away 
from this. 
 

It was back into forestry for section 6, 
Big Cockup. This is a pleasant section, 
with a fairly easy restart, with only Derek 
dropping a clanger here. Little Cockup is 
section 7. There was a momentous 
occasion here – the only time I got one 
over Harvey on the trial – I got a two and 
Harvey a six. I was so pleased that I will 
say it again – I got a two and Harvey got 
a six! 
 

Routens Romp was section 8 and this is 
a lovely long section that really should 
be called Routen Blast. Any dilly dallying 
here and you’ll be caught out at the 
class 7 and 8 restart point. In our class 
only Simon was dilly dallying and he 
copped a nine. Osprey’s Lair is section 9 
– good fun again, up into forestry for a 
beautiful climb among the pine needles 
and Osprey droppings. 
 

Eagles Dare was next. This is quite an 
apt name for this section, as I suspect 
one or two drivers needed new 
underwear after their reverse back down 
the section. Most of our class got a 3 
here, Simon Groves must have hit the 
overtake boost at the right time to get a 
2. It doesn’t sound a lot better, but it 
was. 
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Section 11 was Black Hole – it is named 
thus, as it is dark and disappears into 
trees – a bit like a black hole really. Only 
motorcycles and class 8s cleaned here 
and there were 7s for us mere mortals. 
Murphy’s Law, section 12, starts at 900 

to the forest track and goes almost 
vertically up into the 
trees. I watched 
Harvey launch his 
Escort to a four. I did 
exactly the same and 
with the speed of a 
scalded tortoise I made 
a nine! This one killed 
classes 7 and 8, as 
their start line was too 
silly. Only Tony Young 
managed to move at all 
and he made a nine. 
 
Section 13, Déjà Vu 
and so it was, as it was 
back to section 1 for 
another go. However I 
still couldn’t do it and 
got a one. Somewhere 
in amongst it all we 

had three special 
tests, the second 
of which was 
ridiculous, with the 
exception of Boyd 
Webster’s Cannon 
and the 
motorcycles no 
one managed to 
complete it. Having 
said that it was an 
enjoyable trail, 
which was won on 
points, not times 
and that’s how it 
should be. 
 
After the trial 
Harvey and Arnie 

were heading south 
to compete in the 
President’s Trial the 

next day. After a few beers Paul and 
Emma thought it would be a good idea 
to do it too. I was fortunate that I had my 
book of ‘101 excuses why I should not 
go to Cornwall tomorrow’ with me. I 
hope to remember to take it next year. 

Paul Bartleman & Emma Flay on Sandale 
                                                                      (Photo by Fred Mills) 

Simon Woodall & Barbara Selkirk on Little Cockup 
                                                                        (Photo by Fred Mills) 
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The President’s Trial 2004 
by Harvey Waters 

 

F or some of us it all started at 
about five in the morning, only 
about two and a half hours after 
we got back from the last one at 

the other end of the country. For we, 
Paul Bartleman, Andrew Martin and 
myself had just done the Northern Trial 
in Carlisle. Now it was time for the 
President’s Trial in Bodmin. I had had 
this planned for weeks but for Paul and 
Andrew it was a last minute 
arrangement. Did we all know what we 
were letting ourselves in for? Lots of 
driving, no sleep, not good.  
 
We arrived at Safeway in Bodmin about 
half past nine. Right, let’s get 
scrutineered and signed on. Lots of 
comments about the state of the car, 
well it had just finished a trial a few 
hours ago. Time for scrutineering, 
everything went fine except the dirt. We 
were sent to a local car wash to hose it 
all down. Did South West Water know 
what it was letting itself in for? Back to 
the start! I had a fresh passenger for this 
Trial, didn’t stop us taking wrong 
turnings though. Off to the first 
section…………….. 
 
We got to the first section, St Ingunger. I 
took a look, let the tyres down and off 
we go to the bottom of it. It was quite 
windy with two posts in the middle of 
nowhere. Had to get round them and 
with my right foot – would it be possible? 
Section felt fine, couldn’t tell if I hit the 
markers until I got to the top and my 
passenger let out a weird girly cheer. 
Anyone would think I’ve never cleaned a 
section before! She knew I hadn’t hit the 
two markers. Then the marshal told us 
we were the first to clean that section –
ideal! The biggest test was trying to get 
back to the bottom. I wasn’t feeling too 
tired yet – must have something to do 

with the four cans of Red Bull and king 
size Mars bars on the way down! 
 
Now at the bottom of Tawnamoor. We 
had to more or less drive this one blind. 
There were a few arguments and raised 
voices about not being able to go and 
walk the section. This section has a 
restart and there were special 
instructions for this one. Look for a black 
“R” on white boards. That’s OK my 
passenger will remind me. I can never 
keep her quiet in the car. I got away 
from the restart with no problem, with 
only a couple of bounces from the back.  
 
Next we were on our way to section 3 
Kingswood. On the way up we spotted 
Norman and his boys waving us on. Bit 
of encouragement – as if we needed it. 
My right foot was already glued to the 
floor (as per usual). 
 
Next was Trenay. We got there and 
were told that Greg and Kelly Thomas 
got a seven. That was the best climb so 
far. Sounded like we had our work cut 
out here. This might call for some work 
from the back. We got as far as the 
eight. Bouncing didn’t get us very far but 
at least she tried.  
 
At the bottom of Newham Lane we all 
had a bit of a get-together. Kelly talked 
about her skiing holiday and my 
passenger stayed in the car reading the 
News of the World, one of the only times 
I can keep her quiet. Section was great, 
with lots of grip so no problems for 
anyone. We got to the top and found 
Dick Bolt with a puncture and Greg 
Thomas with clutch problems. Everyone 
fixed up and ready to go to section 6 – 
Kingston. 
 
I don’t remember much about this 
section except the fact that I managed to 
fall out with my passenger who then 
wouldn’t talk to me. This is great for 
some peace but rubbish if you need 
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Lands End 
2004 
 
Photos by  
 
Derek Hibbert 
 
 
Blue Hills Mine 

Mike Telford & Alan 
Smith, Ford Nipper Spl 
 
 
 
 
Kenneth & James 
Brooks, BCM Wasp 
 
 
 
 
 
Greg & Karen Warren, 
Ford Anglia 
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them to read the route card! Just as well 
I was following another competitor, Neil. 
If he got lost then so did we. Got to the 
next section and quickly made up with 
passenger! 
 
Trenedden had a restart. It wasn’t as 
bad as last years. We did get to the top 
with a puncture though. Although I 
shouldn’t complain as it was the first 
puncture of the two days. 
 
Ivybridge and yet another restart. The 
only problem with this section, apart 
from the fact that I didn’t get off the 
restart, was Neil Allen at the bottom 
eating his lunch. When we got there, 
there were only three cars, Neil, John 
Cox and myself. By the time we got 
going and after poor Adrian Booth ran 
down to find out where we all were, I 
think the rest of the competitors had all 
caught us up. 
 
To get to the next section we had to 
cross a few fields to Trebrown Bridge. 
This was quite twisty through trees and 
slippery. All I could do for this one was 
to put my foot down, hold on and hope 
for the best. Can’t have been that bad 
an idea as I only dropped a 3. Getting 
out of the section was interesting. 
Driving down through another field we 
came across some interesting scrap 
cars and bits in hedges. After we 
stopped for a short while to work out 
what it was and whether it would make a 
good climber, we were on our way again 
to…. 
 
Roseland Quarry. This looked good. On 
this one we had something to aim for – 
or should I say “someone” as Tubby was 
stood at the top with his video camera. 
Sorry, Tubby. At least we didn’t get to 
you as I dropped 3 here too. 
 
Section 13, Looe Mills, yet another 
twisty one and a lovely narrow section 
was next. We got to the top, mainly on 

the sidewalls and rims of the wheels. I 
don’t care how we get to the top as long 
as we do. 
 
Finally we got to Scawn’s Mill to find 
Thomas Bricknell with his pressure 
gauge as we all had a 16lb pressure 
limit. There was also a restart for all 
classes. This one was quite stony but 
we got away and out the top. 
 
All in all it was a very enjoyable trial. I 
would like to congratulate Paul 
Bartleman for the overall. Not bad for 
someone who only planned to come 
down just a couple of nights before and 
not forgetting Andrew Martin who also 
won his class. Dick Bolt too who 
deservedly won our class. Well done! 

 

Assistant Editor 
required. Computer 
skills not essential, 
although access to 
email is desirable. 
Influencing and 
negotiating skills are 
essential! It is not a 
difficult job, but you 
need to be good at 
arm twisting at times. 
 
Restart is crucial to 
the Association of 
Classic Trials Clubs—
please help to keep it 
going, by volunteering 
for this important job. 
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Roger Pole, 1944 - 2004 
 
I first met Roger when He and Jim 
Wood organised the first Taw & 
Torridge Trial twenty something years 
ago and Roger because Holsworthy 
MC's representative on the ACTC 
council. 
  
These two facts reflect Roger's 
enthusiasm for his motorsport.   
Although he enjoyed driving in 
competition he was never the hot shot 
championship chaser. An occasional 
outing to enjoy his car was all he ever 
needed. He was a dedicated organiser, 
and that was where Roger's flair 
showed through.  
 
From those early days, 20 years ago, 
Roger has a continued to run the Taw & 
Torridge making him the longest 
standing Clerk of Course in the current 
championship. Not content with this, he 
inspired the club's second classic trail - 
The Chairman's Trophy. Although his 
name would not appear on the 
paperwork, he was there behind the 
scenes, cajoling and helping, lending 
encouragement to others. 
 
In addition, he was always to be found 
doing some job or other, doing 
something, anything, however menial or 
dull, on almost all of the trials run by 
other clubs throughout the South West.  
 
In the mid eighties, Allin Penhale found 
a new section for the MCC's Exeter 
Trial. An extremely difficult route was 
devised for it, which was to prove 
impossible even for the top-flight cars to 
achieve. This section was called 
Wooston Steep and to ensure that 
everything went smoothly, Allin put his 
top man in charge - Roger. So difficult 
did this hill turn out to be that Roger put 
up a small cup for the first person to 

beat the challenge and it was some 
years before the cup was claimed. And 
there, every January, was Roger to be 
found, with his crew from Holsworthy 
motor club, come rain snow or shine, 
from then until now. 
 
In 1990 ACTC recognised the value of 
the balanced words coming from the 
Holsworthy representative and 
persuaded Roger to take the chair. He 
continued in this role until 1994. When 
he felt that he had done his bit, he 
persuaded me to take over his role, and 
I persuaded him not to set down, but to 
step up to the presidency where the 
association could benefit from his 
considered opinions without any 
pressure on him to do jobs that had to 
be done. 
 
I am a somewhat more volatile 
character than Roger, and would often 
be dashing down some path when from 
the front bench I would hear a quiet 
voice saying "Errr Mr. Chairman….." As 
Roger dragged me back from the brink 
of stupidity. He continued in this role, 
Officially President, but in reality Simon 
Woodall's mentor, until just last year 
when as part of his overall slow down 
plan he stepped down. It came as no 
surprise to anyone when at the next 
meeting he surfaced again back in his 
original role of representative for 
Holsworthy Motor Club. 
 
Roger's career in motorsport clearly 
reflected Roger as a person. Not for 
him the giddy heights of personal 
success, but the unsung hero of 
organisation, giving his time, and 
probably some of his own money, to 
provide pleasure for others without 
thought for reward. 
 
Simon Woodall 
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The Lands End Trial 
by James Paterson 

 

D on’t worry Ian said, ‘you don’t 
need any experience, just 
don’t bring too much; but 
make sure it’s warm’. With 

very little idea of what I was in for I 
agreed to partner Ian Davis in his VW 
Buggy on ‘an overnight drive to Land’s 
End’. A friend suggested I was merely 
ballast, maybe, but as it turned out 
ballast that could follow a route card. 
 

Ian picked me up on a warm sunny 
afternoon to head down to Popham 
Airfield; the warmth however, quickly 
turned into an icy blast on the M3 and I 
hastily added the extra layers I didn’t 
think I’d be needing. Scrutineering at 
Graham’s Transport Café gave me my 
first impressions of just how many 
people were ‘mad’ enough to take part in 
this event and the multiplicity of 
machinery they were using. 
 

Most were the sort of cars and bikes I 
expected to be hidden away in garages, 
tended occasionally with a chamois and 
an oily rag and taken out when the sun 
shined. Not, as it turned out, driven to 
the end of the earth and at specified 
intervals launched skyward up muddy, 
rutted tracks alongside bum-clenching 
precipices. 
 

My introduction to classic trials (if you 
include being threatened with having our 
limbs torn off by two rottweilers after an 

erroneous ‘Straight-On’ leading to 
Felons Oak) was exhilarating to say the 
least. I soon realised that Ian was a dab 
hand at this and I’d better not be making 
any navigational mistakes. That would 
involve not falling asleep, but, I figured, 
how could anyone fall asleep in an open 
Buggy? 
 

We got through the pea-souper on 
Exmoor and even a lighting problem that 
alarmed both me and probably the 
marshals on the hairpins of Riverton 
didn’t phase Ian. By the time the sun 
came up the grin on my face was there 
for all to see, how enjoyable was this? 
I’d mastered the route card; taken 
charge of re-inflating the nearside rear 
tyre, with some aplomb I might add; and 
even given the black art of bouncing a 
good go. 
 

The sight as we came over the crest to 
Bluehills was something else and for me 
summed up the whole trial. I really 
wanted to hang-around at the top to 
watch but we duly moved on to the finish 
at Newquay where I found it was 
perfectly possibly to fall asleep in an 
open Buggy. 
 

My mind still boggles at the organisation 
of it all stretched over 240 miles and the 
efforts of the tireless marshals standing 
in the middle of nowhere for hours in the 
cold and dark for our enjoyment. If Ian 
calls again in need of some ballast he 
can be sure I’ll be ready and raring to 
go. 

The Land’s End 2004  
by Ian Davis 

 

T wo weeks before Easter and I 
had my first entry to the Land’s 
End lined up since 1996. 
Unfortunately I didn’t have a 

passenger, accommodation or, perhaps 
most importantly 2nd gear! The last was 

thanks to a fluffed gear change on the 
Northern Trial. Anyway thanks to Adrian 
Marfell , who took an evening-off Kyrle 
organising duties to dig a gearbox out of 
one of his collection of VWs, some long 
nights in the garage and a few frantic 
phone calls we were all set with days to 
spare. “I love it when a plan comes 
together” as Hannibal used to say on the 
A-team! 
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My passenger James knew nothing 
about trials and you can read his first 
time impressions elsewhere – suffice to 
say he had a great time and was 
amazed that such huge and well 
organised events could take place on a 
regular basis without he and his 
motorsport enthusiast Dad finding out 
about them. 
 
In common with many other competitors 
we had our shades on down to the start 
at Popham but traded these in for 
something warmer for the picturesque 
(until it got dark) drive down to North 
Petherton. Scrutineering was fairly quick 
but not entirely straightforward as the 
eligibility scrutineer and I seemed to 
have very different recollections of a 
conversation we apparently had on the 
Exeter! Anyway he kindly gave me a 
note spelling out what he’d like to see 
done before the Edinburgh.  Despite the 
apparent lack of room, breakfast was 
served up in plenty of time and we were 
soon off on the trial proper.   
 
Along with a few others we had a bit of a 
moment with a local following a wrong 
slot on the way to Felon’s Oak. First he 
threatened us with his dogs, then the 
police and finally (and most worryingly) 
his children (!). Can’t blame him really as 
it was gone 1am and he soon calmed 
down when we apologized profusely and 
promised to try and stop other 
competitors following the same route. I 
understand from Roger Ugalde that after 
a suitable apology from the club and a 
bottle of Chateau MCC he apparently 
can’t wait for us to go back in 2005! 
 
The first few sections seemed pretty 
straightforward for us running early in 
the field although delays built up later at 
Beggars with cars queuing right down to 
the garage. The drive through the fog 
over Exmoor was something else though 
and Mike Chatwin was grateful that the 
throttle cable on his Troll snapped close 

to a convenient place to a pull in as it 
wouldn’t have been much fun if he’d had 
to change it on the road. It’s great to get 
the early sections out of the way but one 
of the highlights for me on the Land’s 
End used to be the stunning Exmoor 
scenery, which we enjoyed on the A39 
as day broke. 
 
I was looking forward to Riverton as I 
hadn’t done it before and the pictures 
I’ve seen of it seemed fairly dramatic.  
Apparently there is a hairpin and a large 
bump somewhere but we wouldn’t really 
know as the lights went out 10 yards into 
the section. I’m not quite sure how but 
we did get to the top, guided by 
sidelights, brief flashes of main beam 
and the occasional dim glow of a 
marshal’s torch! This was to be the start 
of recurrent earthing problems 
throughout the day, which caused much 
grovelling around under the car at 
Torrington and Wilsey Down and not a 
few bump starts…it later transpired that 
all of this was caused by a poor 
connection to the recently changed 
gearbox. What was it I was saying about 
plans coming together? 
 
Got to Sutcombe in the daylight and got 
off the restart OK although it looked 
much rougher and rockier than I 
remember it. As the starter motor was a 
bit on/off we didn’t stop for the traditional 
refreshments at the top but pressed on 
to Darracott and a long delay whilst a 
few class 0 failures were towed to the 
top of the hill by the tractor. Before long 
it became apparent that even the good 
surface on the hill was going to be too 
much for class 0 and they were diverted 
elsewhere. The eagle eye of the restart 
marshal proved too much for quite a few 
of the re-starters too with a good crop of 
RBs in the results. 
 
On via Widemouth Bay to that great 
coast road to Crackington and the usual 
doctored slimy restart which we blasted 
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through OK but which caught quite a few 
of the early runners. Down into Cornwall 
via the A39 ‘Atlantic Highway’- a bold 
attempt at marketing by the council but 
let’s face it it’s not quite the same as the 
spectacular Pacific Coast Highway 
running up the West Coast of the USA is 
it?  Especially on a grey and overcast 
day! 
 
The stop at Wilsey Down included a 
lengthy walk to the control through an 
empty livestock market– presumably to 
make sure we were all awake. At the 
control we saw a notice warning of the 
risk of fire in Cardinham woods from 
Roger Ugalde.  Was this left over from 
last year? Seemed pretty odd to us ‘up-
country’ types as we’d had plenty of rain 
but sure enough once we got into the 
woods it was bone dry in places. 
Warleggan and Treworld were pretty 
straightforward despite the steep 
downhill start and deep ford at the latter. 
 
The dry conditions didn’t mean Hoskin 
was any easier unfortunately…we 
stopped in the wrong place and never 
moved off the restart. We weren’t the 
only ones to lose our clean record at this 
point and the rocks and slippery pine 
needles meant that those who got to the 
top had put in a really good climb. There 
were some gallant retirements here 
including Bryan Foreshew, who tried so 
hard in the family GVS that he melted a 
piston in the blown engine, and Mike 
Chatwin who despite that mild mannered 
exterior clearly has a bionic left arm, as 
he ripped the gear lever clean out of the 
Troll when attempting a quick change 
into second!  
 
The second special test at Bishop’s Path 
was to play a crucial role as the first test 
had to be discarded following conflicting 
instructions between route card and 
officials on the day. Bishopswood was a 
new section to me although I have a 
faint recollection of a hill with a similar 

name from the Camel Classic. The 
restart box was apparently lower down 
this year allowing drivers to blast off 
from the dry track and launch 
themselves over the hump with relative 
ease. Still caught a few out though, 
including Tony Rothin who otherwise 
would have been on for a Triple. 
 
Blue Hills was as spectacular as ever 
with the sun trying its best to come out 
and a huge crowd up top. The bottom 
section was under the eagle eyes of 
Dennis Greenslade and Nigel Allen and 
had a fittingly challenging restart. Early 
numbers dragged a lot of water up onto 
the rocks and that combined with a 
blanket tyre pressure restriction led to 
the ramp back onto the main track 
becoming very slippery.  
 
Blue Hills 2 was as exciting as usual and 
this year the restart had been moved 
round the top left hand hairpin to just 
before the really steep bit. This seemed 
to work pretty well as there was plenty of 
grip and the end result was probably 
fewer spectacular shots for the 
photographers but also less chance of 
someone launching into the crowd ‘a la 
Gigi’ which can only be a welcome thing.        
Although there was no marshal at the 
top of Blue Hills to check timing we 
dutifully pressed on to the finish and 
thought we’d maybe come back to 
spectate on our way down to our B&B in 
Sennen Cove. Any such thoughts were 
quickly dispelled by the huge numbers of 
spectators and cars clogging up St 
Agnes and so after signing off in the 
very plush (for us triallers) hotel that was 
it. With the fog, the delays at Darracott 
and our earthing problems it was a 
pretty gruelling event considering there 
were only 13 sections in 240 miles of 
driving (or 450 miles of driving if you 
include the journey to North Petherton 
and the final bit to the B&B…)     
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The results 
show that in 
terms of 
awards the 
2004 Land’s 
End was all 
about the sting 
in the tail at 
Hoskin and 
Blue Hills with 
golds a rarity 
among the cars 
and few people 
in the running 
for the coveted 
Triple. The 
competition for 
the overall and 
class awards 
was fast and 
furious with 
Emma Flay 
setting FTD on the special test to stake 
her place in history as the first woman to 
win an MCC event overall (in recent 
history anyway). The class 8 award went 
to the wire and with only one test the 
deciding factor was engine size where 

Dudley Sterry lost out because of that 
famous blower. Three teams tied for the 
class award but the fastest were the 
Ford Pop enthusiasts - clearly in a hurry 
to get back to their asylum! 
 

Harvey Waters & Norman Tonkin of the Pop Asylum Team on      
Blue Hills 2 

 (Photo by Derek Hibbert) 

Another Easter in the dog 
house 

by Richard Peck 
 

I n the traditional fashion preparations 
of “Beetle” for the trial is completed 
in ample time, before a short 
weekend break in Rome, just a few 

jobs left to do when we get back.  As we 
are scheduled to be home early on the 
Tuesday morning before the trial the 
cunning plan is to complete these jobs, 
and fit a pair of new tyres on Tuesday, 
then back to work. But “Murphy” will 
have his little joke, and the flight from 
Rome is cancelled due to a “technical 
problem”, so I arrive home almost 24 
hours later than scheduled and am 
immediately faced with two very long 

days at work, the jobs not done, I am 
slowly losing the will to live, but Good 
Friday dawns, into the office bright and 
early, with a couple of wheels and tyres 
in the back of the car; lunchtime down to 
the local tyre fitter, tyres on, job done.  I 
decide to run the tyres that are on and 
change to the new ones at the breakfast 
halt.   
 
After a couple of hours sleep I leave at 
4pm, collect my passenger, Paul, and 
head off to the start at Michaelwood, 
meeting John Looker on the way down 
at Strensham. We arrive at the start sign 
on, scrutineer with no problems and take 
on a caffeine infusion. 8.42pm arrive and 
off we go on the run down to North 
Petherton, after a mile or two we catch 
up John Looker who suffers a blow-out 
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as we pass through Dursley – must have 
been the memory of abuse suffered on 
Crooked Mustard. Quick wheel change 
and away. 
 
At North Petherton scruitneering is 
passed without problem and as we park 
up and head off to control and then 
breakfast we are approached by a 
competitor in an Escort who has lost a 
nut off a steering joint, sadly there was 
nothing in the tool box to suit; I hope you 
managed to solve the problem and 
continue. 
 
After breakfast it’s off to Felons Oak, 
with the tyres still not changed, gently off 
the line, stop somewhere in the restart 
base, and drive off with no problem, the 
only thing not in gear and working is the 
brain! On to Stoney Street, which poses 
no problems then a foggy run over the 
moor to the County Gate Control.  
 
On to Barbrook Fitting Station, re-fuel 
and off to Beggars Roost where we 
meet quite a long queue. Our turn 
comes and the section is cleared, again 
with no problems from the restart; this 
time we thought about where to stop! 
Then on to Riverton a section which is 
new to me, once again climbed steadily, 
a nice driver’s section bumpy and 
twisting.  
 
On to Sutcombe, much revving is heard 
in the distance, presumably the restart 
causing entertainment, once again we 
drive off the restart without the slip of a 
wheel, then off to Darracott where we 
are delayed for about an hour, before 
climbing the section without difficulty, 
and on to special test 1, which is 
completed in a mediocre time, but 
safely.   
 
Now the run down to Bude, onto 
Widemouth Bay and Crackington Haven, 
a beautiful run. Crackington climbed with 
no problems, as was Trewold then to 

Wilsley Down for a vigorous diff test and 
a one-hour break. Comparing notes with 
other competitors there is a consensus 
that the “sting-in the tail” awaits. So off 
to Warleggan, a section I always feel 
has the potential to be evil, but once 
again we climb with ease, still on the old 
tyres. 
 
We arrive at Hoskin Hill, a long queue, 
lots of cars coming back down the 
section, and comments such as “no-
one’s got up recently”. Quick, change 
the tyres! We creep into the restart box, 
carefully placing the car, creep off, build 
up some speed and clear the section. At 
the top we nearly get lost, so few people 
have been out that there are no tracks to 
follow. We later discover that we are the 
only class 6 car to clean this section. 
 
Onwards ever onwards to the special 
test at Bishops Path, once again 
completed carefully, and then onto 
Bishops Wood with some trepidation. 
Last year we moved off the restart about 
a foot, backwards!  This time the restart 
gave us the chance to just get the front 
wheels in the box on the level, stop. At 
the drop of the flag gently move forward, 
plant the right foot and fly out of the 
section.  
 
On the run down to Blue Hills, as we 
drop into Bodmin the car starts to cut 
out. Time I shut off. A quick stop for 
petrol, dive into the engine compartment 
and adjust the points and off we go. All 
is well. On later reflection, this is another 
of those little jobs that did not quite get 
done and this was the second Lands 
End Trial that these points have do so 
what can I expect.  Exactly the same 
thing happened last year. 
 
As we approach Blue Hills 1 we see 
clouds of smoke as other competitors 
fail to get off the restart. As we approach 
the start, a disappointed Brian Osborn 
asks if we can come back and give him 
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a tow back to the hotel. He has just 
broken his diff trying to get out of the 
section. Bad luck Brian – so near yet so 
far! 
 
We once again creep the front wheels 
over the restart line and oh so gently 
move away with the ignition warning 
light flashing, but clean the section with 
no problem, apologies to Denis 
Greenslade who seemed so surprised 
that we got out that I nearly ran him over 
before the end of the section!  
 
And finally on to Blue Hills 2, which was 
cleaned with ease this year much to the 
disappointment of one spectator who at 
the end of the section observed that we 
had not looked very impressive. The 
new restart position seemed easier than 
last year’s, but I bet there are plenty of 
other competitors who will disagree and 
so back to the finish, where we claim a 
Gold and other competitors suggest that 

we may have won the class. We wait to 
see. Some days later the provisional 
results arrive and we had won the class 
for the second year running, so I shall be 
in the “Dog House” again next year! 
 
Brian Osborn is recovered and we retire 
to the hotel which has its own brewery, 
where we proceed to drink them out of 
Cornish Corgi.  
 
Sunday morning dawns and we have a 
good breakfast, change back to the old 
tyres and head for home, with additional 
passengers split between our car and 
John Looker’s. Brian and his passenger 
were initiated to the delights of a Beetle 
on the motorway, while Brian’s MGB 
was recovered to his home later.  

Peter Morris and Brian Cook, Marlin on Blue Hills 1 
 

(Photo by Derek Hibbert) 
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Lands End Trial 2004 
by Kelly Thomas 

 

C 
ompetitor number 274 Emma 
and I were running between 
her father Terry and brother 
Jason for our first Lands End 

trial together in the Troll. A pleasant 
Cornish evening meant we were able to 
spend a good hour chatting with other 
competitors before leaving at 9:47pm 
destined for North Petherton. What a 
route the Clerk of the Course chose to 
keep the men awake, a drive through 
Launceston and see the scantily clad 
women leaving the various bars! 
 
A couple of miles from the night route 
check the Lorcha driven by Jason 
developed a slow puncture and Emma’s 
Escort, being driven by Terry a puncture. 
One tyre blown up, the other changed 
we preceded onto Taunton for fuel 
where we encountered a taxi driver who 
lives at the bottom of Catsash and knew 
about the bacon rolls at Minehead 
Rugby Club. 
 
Our journey to Stoney Street was 
eventful with Jason losing all lights. 
Finding the bad connector took us about 
20 minutes, resulting in us being last car 
bar a lost looking Beetle and Special. 
 
The queue we encountered at Beggars 
Roost was the longest for some years, 
which was a little worrying and definitely 
surprising as not many cars seemed to 
be returning to the bottom. We 
approached the restart and picked our 
place calmly and relaxed, as there did 
not seem to be a bad place to stop. 
However, Emma picked it and it was 
only with my bouncing that we got away 
successfully. What made things worse 
were Terry and Jason driving off without 
spinning a wheel. 
 
 

 
John and June Blakeley greeted us the 
Torrington Hold Control before our 
journey from Sutcombe onto Darracott. 
Pete Barr in the Beetle in front seemed 
to have difficulty on the restart; however, 
since seeing the video taken on Hoskin I 
need to congratulate him on his great 
climb of Hoskin. We however did not 
have a problem and climbed away off 
the restart well to the new Leddon Farm 
special test. 
 
On arrival at Crackington we joined a 
number of other female competitors. 
Polly Williams did a great job climbing 
successfully out of the class 8 restart in 
front of us and Gina Mallett was in the 
stream trying to remedy a problem with 
her fuel pump. Here Jason saw the 
demise of his gold award having failed to 
make it successfully away from the class 
8 restart. 
 
Onto Wilsley Down…. at last, and a 
huge breakfast purchased as we hadn’t 
eaten properly for 12 hours. Then onto 
Warleggan where, despite the more than 
friendly marshals, the hill ran slowly and 
we were held up for around an hour. The 
hill did look difficult for the lower saloon 
classes, which probably caused the 
delay, however we maintained speed 
and climbed successfully out. 
 
Onto Hoskin’s to see my Dad who was 
chief marshal. For the second year we 
asked him how it looked and for the 
second year running he replied ‘you’ll be 
fine’. Terry went first spinning his way to 
stop above the class 8 restart, I think 
that is the end of those rear tyres. Us 
next, and by stopping in a good position 
and applying some thought we climbed 
off with hardly spinning a wheel. Jason 
also got off well thanks to his passenger 
Emma Robilliard who bounced him off 
the restart to join us at the top. 
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Bishops Path special test was fast and 
fun, and having now seen the results of 
the event proved an important test for 
us. Our concern then moved to 
Bishopswood, which had caused difficult 
for classes 7 & 8 the previous year. 
However, on our approach to the restart 
we found the restart box low and the hill 
in front achievable. At the top there was 
the unfortunate sight of Helen and 
Rachel Opie with a broken diff. 
 
Arriving at Bluehills 1 we saw only one 
competitor in front attempt the high 
restart and for the first time since 
Beggars Roost we had to work hard to 
climb over the cobbles and out. Jason 
followed suit but Terry much like most of 
the other class 3 entrants failed. 
 
 

 
Onto the final hill of the day, Bluehills 2 
to meet 3-year old Annabel Harry who 
had demanded to stay to watch us even 
though she was shivering. We did her 
proud and climbed out successfully to 
win a gold and now having seen the 
results overall in the car classes. Jason 
did well gaining a silver and Terry a 
bronze. 
 
A huge thank you has to go to the 
organisers and in particular the marshals 
who due to the delays encountered 
during the day spent additional hours 
marshalling for our benefit. 

Michael Collins and Tony Chamberlain, VW Golf, on Blue Hills 2 
 

(Photo by Derek Hibbert) 
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MG Car 
Club’s 
Spring Trial 
 
 
 
 
 
(Photos by 
Jonathan Toulmin) 

 

 

Roland Paynes, 
Marlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colin & Michael 
Weeks, MG Midg-
et 

 
 
 
Howard Blackwell 
& Peter Butt, 
Liege 
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Windwhistle 
Motor Club’s 
Bovey Down 
Trial 
 
 
 
 
(Photos by Tim Whellock) 

 
 
Chris Bale, Ford Spl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nick Farmer,  
MG Maestrro 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Mountain, 
Dellow Mk 1 
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Clee Changes Challenge  (for 
the organisers and the 
drivers!) 

by Jonathan Toulmin 
 

F or my sins, which must be 
many, I got landed, way back in 
2000, with the job of master-
minding the Midland Automobile 

Club’s centenary celebrations due to 
start on January 11th 2001, and run 
through the year with several unique 
events. This occurred at just the time 
that my boss at BMW had ‘suggested’ 
that I take over a job which would 
require my presence in Brussels every 
other week, and Geneva or Paris 
several times a year, and there would be 
a fair bit of (unpaid) overtime too. Very 
reluctantly I decided that I really didn’t 
have the time to organise the 2001 Clee 
Hills Trial, and I really thought that it 
would have to be dropped from the 
ACTC championship for at least one 
year.  
 
Simon Woodall didn’t think much of that 
idea at all, and suggested that he 
organise the event for three years, and 
then hand it back to me. I bit his hand 
off! Simon was familiar with the event as 
he had been a regular competitor in 
previous years, but more importantly 
had been Clerk of Course (CoC) for the 
Clee Hills Trial in the late eighties and 
early nineties when it was run under the 
VW Owners Club banner. 
 
The clock waits for no man, and in no 
time, Simon had completed his three 
years at the helm, and it was back in my 
court to organise the 2004 event. Could I 
remember what to do – organising a 
classic trial becomes more bureaucratic 
every year. Not only that, but what sort 
of event did I want to put on? They say 
that you can’t please everyone, and 
“they” are right. 

 
Since MAC took over the event in 1994, 
the Clee has incorporated several 
features to make it slightly different from 
other one-day trials. These may not be 
unique to the Clee, but we have always 
strived to put on something that was a 
little different. One such feature was to 
include running a class 0 – originally 
conceived for novices/those who didn’t 
have a competition licence – to broaden 
the appeal of the event and hopefully 
entice in new blood who would progress 
to the full event in subsequent years. 
This was run in our first event in 1994, 
therefore MAC claims to have invented 
class 0. It ran using the same route as 
the main event, merely missing out two 
or three of the more difficult, or car 
damaging, sections.  
 
Other features to make the event 
‘different’ include three special tests, 
running in some sort of class order, 
manipulating the class “handicaps” (by 
tyre pressure limits, different start lines, 
extra restarts, deviations and even 
different sections) to try to give every 
class (excluding class 0) an equal 
opportunity of winning the event outright. 
This aim has largely been achieved as, 
during from the last nine events, the 
overall winner has come from, in order 
since 1994, classes 5, 3, 7, 8, 8, 3, 1, 6, 
and 7; so next year I hope that a class 2 
or class 4 car will win. We deliberately 
try to vary the route every year, and try 
to find new sections every year to make 
every Clee Hills Trial different from its 
predecessors. 
 
Personally I love doing MCC events, but 
hate the paperwork – too many different 
forms to fill in, and instructions all over 
the place in the route book or other bits 
of paper, so MAC works hard at getting 
all the information together, and putting 
it in the route book where you need it. 
 
There is almost nothing worse than 
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loosing the route on a trial, so the route 
book is very detailed, and route marking 
employed on every junction except I 
generally omit white markers (straight 
on) on A and B class roads. But some 
think that there is too much in our route 
book. As an aside, when MAC ran the 
Manx trial in 1998, competitors were 
given a route card (including the map 
references of all sections) and a new OS 
map of the island a week before the 
event. In addition, route marking was 
employed and the entire route marked in 
black felt pen on an OS Map pinned up 
at signing-on. But still one very well 
known competitor found himself on the 
wrong side of the Island! Perhaps we 
ought to provide everyone with GPS? 
(Entry fees increase to £100 each). 
 
Of course, different people want different 
things from their ‘day in the country’ and 
many competitors put an enjoyable trial 
above a very competitive one. But I have 
always believed that a trial should be 
won on steep, slippery sections, rather 
than against the clock test on tarmac. If 
you want to win by driving fast round 
cones, then enter Autotests. With this 
attitude, we try to incorporate at least 
one unclimbable section to get a real 
result. But I also know that it isn’t much 
fun to fail every section, nor to score any 
“12”s Where possible I set the twelve 
marker, on a difficult section, by driving 
my normal road car, at normal 
pressures, and without bouncer, up the 
section, and where it fails, I put the 12 
marker – surely everyone would do 
better than that? To ensure that 
everyone gets a reasonable go at a 
section, we have employed start boxes 
(rather than a line which might ‘dig out’) 
or even a flying start. If you have ever 
driven Hungerford section, you will know 
that the challenge lies in the gulley and 
beyond, and the position of the start line 
is immaterial – you could start in 
Bridgnorth, and it wouldn’t help you. But 
some have objected to this – “It isn’t how 

classic trials are run”. 
I entirely agree with Andrew Brown’s 
concept of the perfect trial - his 1/3, 1/3 
1/3 rule. That is that one third of the hills 
should be easy (almost everyone climbs 
clean), another third of the sections 
should be climbable but with some 
challenge (about 50% go clean), and a 
third should be very difficult to almost 
impossible to give a real challenge to the 
real aces of the sport and get a result 
not dependent on special test times. 
 
One of the main difficulties of putting on 
a trial in mid January is the shortage of 
daylight hours. It is a bit unfair on later 
competitors if they have to tackle the 
most difficult sections (which ought to 
come towards the end of the trial) in the 
dark. It can be cold at that time of year, 
and after 15 sections or so, many 
(including the marshals) want to get 
home at a reasonable hour, so effort 
was put into minimising delays and the 
road mileage. A cunning plan evolved 
which enabled more competitors to enter 
the event, and still, hopefully get 
everyone to the finish in daylight. But 
would it work? Were there hidden 
problems, and what would our 
“customers” think of it………and was it 
getting all too complicated? 
 
For 2004, I had to find a new start/finish 
venue as our traditional one had lost half 
of its already rather small car park. This 
gave me the opportunity to put into 
practice the MAC’s fiendishly clever plan 
to eliminate delays – essentially by 
increasing the gap between vehicles to 
two minutes, or even more, and running 
several sections simultaneously. So the 
start was moved to the centre of a 
possible “figure of eight” course – which 
would shorten the route and reduce 
delays by sending alternate vehicles off 
to the eastern loop and every other 
vehicle off to the western loop, and then 
they would effectively swap over at 
lunch time.  
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Whilst I was sure that this would 
significantly shorten the duration of the 
trial – possibly by as much as two hours, 
it would create a lot of extra work for the 
organising team. MAC would require two 
course opening cars - one for each loop 
– and hence also two course closing 
vehicles. Two route books would be 
required (3 if you include Class 0), and it 
would add complexity for the results 
team. More marshals would be required, 
since it would no longer be possible to 
marshal an early section and late one as 
all sections could be running 
simultaneously. I was concerned for the 
marshals since this layout would actually 
increase the length of time marshals 
were at their posts – and it can be cold 
and wet in January. I need not have 
worried, as several marshals 
commented that they actually preferred 
the new arrangement. One snag with the 
“figure of eight” route is that it will be 
very difficult to significantly change the 
route year-on-year.  
 
It was important to work out the timing 
for each loop. It was necessary to 
ensure that the first car from the western 
loop did not start on the eastern loop 
before the last car had left the start for 
the eastern loop. In fact I ensured that 
there was an appreciable delay between 
the last car of the first loop and the first 
car of the second loop. This gap 
ensured that any delay that had built up, 
would have time to dissipate itself, and 
should give the marshals a break – 
before the second batch appeared and 
generally this proved to be the case, 
which was why the marshals liked the 
arrangement. I do know that the first 
“western loopers” could up the tail of the 
“eastern loopers” with two or three 
sections still to run, so those marshals 
worked through without a break. 
 
I managed to find four new sections for 
this year’s Clee. Walkmill is a real 

traditional type of section being an old 
byway and running almost straight up 
the hillside between trees and bushes. 
Mostly the surface seemed hard and 
without a restart I doubted whether it 
would prove difficult, but it fitted in to the 
route well, would make up the one-third 
easy criterion, and had character. In 
fact, the last few yards proved to be 
slippery and it stopped six. The main 
drawback was the amount of mud 
brought onto the road, and the marshals 
worked hard to leave the road clear at 
the end of the day.  
 
The second new section (Medlicott) was 
actually well known to Clee regulars – 
they had been down it several times as 
the approach to Adstone. It was to 
cause some head-scratching as it was 
for classes 6, 7 and 8 only, and the 
approach to Medlicott is….you’ve 
guessed it…..down Adstone. Both 
sections were marked out, so whichever 
loop you did first, or in whichever class 
you were, you found yourself driving 
down a track clearly marked out with 
poles and numbers facing the other way! 
Previous years’ competitors had 
commented about the descent to 
Adstone, and now was their chance to 
drive it competitively. When I first found 
those two sections, Simon and I had 
driven it in the way MAC would now run 
it for the higher classes this year. In 
those days, it was completely unused, 
with no wheel ruts at all, and we had 
decided that the Adstone side would be 
the better for the majority. Interestingly, 
although a “county road”, this track down 
to the stream and up the other side is 
not marked on my OS map (1983,  
1:50,000 second series), even as a 
footpath. Sadly, Ordnance Survey has 
corrected this error, and it is now used 
by many an “off-roader” causing the 
considerable ruts now so evident.  
Despite these ruts it stopped only a few 
– perhaps tyre pressure limits next year?  
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The third new section was in the 
National Trusts’ Easthope Woods, and 
this proved to be a real challenge – only 
five or six getting to the summit. Least 
lucky here was Paul Bartleman who got 
to the top, but the marshal, who is a 
judge of fact, spotted a momentary stop 
and roll back, before the Troll continued, 
unaided, to the top. But for this Paul 
would have won the trial outright – his 

third in 10 years. I checked this 
specifically with the marshal immediately 
after the event, but he clearly 
remembered the ‘offence’. Bad luck 
Paul, and try again next year.  
 
The last new section was Plowden, 
which is an easy hard track over the 
very southern tip of the Long Mynd only 
a few hundred yards from “Allez ‘Oop” , 
which MAC had used a few years 
previously. It was tackled only by the 
lower classes (0 to 5) and was very easy 

– I had no difficulty getting my Mondeo 
over it. But there were reasons for its 
inclusion! Firstly, it balanced the trial, 
giving a handicap to classes 6,7 and 8 
who were doing Meadowley instead – a 
section that, in some years, has stopped 
everyone. This year Meadowley was 
relatively dry, and without a restart, it 
stopped only ten out of the thirty-four 
who tackled it.       Plowden has stunning 

views, but more importantly for the 
organisers, it was ‘a sprat to catch a 
mackerel’.  We had never a run on 
section before on Mr Plowden’s land, 
and I felt we needed to establish some 
credibility before asking to use another 
track on his land that would probably 
stop some class 8 cars. In fact, Mr 
Plowden personally spectated at the 
section and was very happy with what 
he saw. 
 

TO BE CONTINUED…. 

John Cox comes to grief on Easthope 

Photo by Fred Mills 
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The Kyrle Trial 
a report from the Muddy Fox 

 

H ow nice it must be for a clerk 
of the course to have a direct 
link to the weather gods – a 
couple of days heavy rain 

midweek and then a warm and balmy 
weekend – trialling bliss! 
 

Handy, then, that the Kyrle organising 
team have such a link for the traditional 
season closer, which taken together with 
a civilised start time and two minute 

starting intervals lulls everyone into 
believing that the day was going to be 
gentle stroll in the sunshine.  Gullible, 
these trials people, you know. 
 

The first group of sections were fairly 
similar – climbs up through woodland, 
and each one was progressively steeper 
than its predecessor.   However grip was 
definitely available and most conquered 
all three – Nick Farmer, however, 
picking up an uncharacteristic 10 on the 

first one in the Maestro. On to the 
second pair, which again were very 
steep indeed, although mostly straight – 
only the front wheel drive contingent 
suffering.  Then to some old favourites – 
Jack and Jill.  For those unfamiliar with 
these delights, they are a pair of 
firebreaks about thirty yards apart up the 
same hill.  Time was when they were 
covered in grass with a few hidden ruts 
– now they are just ruts! And pretty 
steep as well, with the odd rock for fun.  
Both start lines are at right angles to the 
hills, which can encourage a spot of 

scenery 
bashing from 
the over-
eager – one 
D. Haizelden 
was sporting 
a crumpled 
left wing at 
the finish!   
 
Additionally 
the Ross 
team operate 
an 
‘equalisation’ 
formula – the 
lowest score 
in each class 
is given a 
clean and the 
remainder of 
the scores 

are reduced 
by the same 

amount – it helps to level the field 
between the production and non-
production classes.  In fact only classes 
one and four had to be so assisted since 
someone climbed clear in the others – 
Keith Sanders in the SS1 conquering 
both as did Bill Bennett in the J2 and 
Adrian Dommett in the big Hornet.  Jeff 
Buchanan broke a steering ball-joint in 
the ex-Greenslade Reliant, Richard 
Dawe did an involuntary restart at the 
two marker on Jill when the engine died 

 Emma Flay on Jill                                       (Photo by Aaron Haizelden) 
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through lack of fuel and then instantly 
started, and Emma Flay retired her 
Escort. 
 

Down the lane for Burnbrae – a dive 
down into a stream (thoughtfully 
dammed to make the water deeper – 
can’t imagine who did that), through the 
trees and then a sharp uphill right-
hander over a whole bunch of tree roots 
– tends to favour the early numbers as 
the roots become more and more 
slippery as more and more cars collect 
their eight points! A special mention, 
then, for David Haizelden (Golf), Dick 
Bolt (Escort), John Looker and Gary 
Browning (Beetles) who were the only 
production cars to clean the section.   
 

A split of routes – classes 6, 7 and 8 
attempting Andrews Alley, a little horror 
under very low hanging trees, while the 
rest went to play at Glen – an easy start 
leading to a short steep climb with no 
exit – it took points from everyone with 
David Dyer (Beetle) and Richard Dawe  
(Midget) being best on a 2 and a 3 
respectively.  Across the road to Pludds 
– another old favourite – straight and 
steep, a slippery sort of shale surface 
with some evil rocks around the class 6 
7 8 restart – the rocks tend to get you 
even if you weren’t stopping on the 
restart!  Ben Dyer in his Troll lost the trial 
to Mike Workman here, collecting his 
only score – both Mike and third place 
man Dudley Sterry got away cleanly as 
did several others. 
 

On to Rock Garden – a strange sort of 
pct-like section with tapes to avoid and 
no exit – the trick was to go slowly, 
however odd that felt, and then have a 
blast at the Ends board once round the 
last corner.  Very easy to get a five, 
which most of class 8 did, or a one for 
not actually getting the front wheels up 
the last bit of the slope – a bit of an 
oddity.  Then Bluebells – and I am not 
sure there were any – but a hill of two 
parts – the first not a problem but then a 

longer steeper slope – 7 and 8 struggled 
on the restart. 
 

Then Cudleigh Bank – sadly not the 
Cudleigh of old which was an absolute 
blinder, but a relatively gentle climb at 
right angles to the old hill – only seven 
cars failed here – all with twelves – the 
start was a bit greasy.  In fact the exit 
from the hill was tougher – a winding 
downhill track on peaty earth with a 
scattering of tree stumps.  Bring back 
the old hill!!  On to Point and Press – 
well named – a short wind up a gentle 
slope, restarts for all, and then lead foot 
heaven all the way to the top!  You 
needed power and speed – a few of the 
FWD boys just ran out of puff, but it 
didn’t trouble too many others.   
 

Then past Daws Tump, not used this 
year, and onto Lane End.  This is one of 
those. You know, it’s a twelve or clear.  
To be fair it was mostly dry this year, as 
it can become very gloopy indeed in the 
upper reaches if the ground is wet.  The 
first corner is a 100-degree left-hander 
covered in loose deep earth – horrible.  
Then a sharp right-hander, up a gully 
over some rock steps, sharp left into 
another gully and a long blast to the top 
– a great section to finish with.  In class 
5 only Keith Sanders in the ‘other’ 
Reliant made it round the corner to 
consolidate his win, David Shaylor 
dropped a 12, but had done enough 
already to take class 4, Arnie Martin and 
Dave Haizelden staying clean to take 
their respective classes. 
 

Unusually for the Kyrle it turned out to 
be a bit of a class 8 benefit, with only 
Dave Haizelden and Arnie Martin 
breaking the top ten mould – probably a 
reflection on the fast-drying conditions. 
Lovely weather, a beautiful location, 
slick organisation and some great hills – 
congratulations and thanks to the Ross 
club and their team.   
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Kyrle 2004 
by Paul and Tina Allaway 

 

T he 2004 Kyrle started from the 
Little Chef on the A40 to 
Monmouth. Scruitineering was 
being conducted quickly and 

efficiently by John and June Blakely 
before everyone signed on inside the 
Little Chef. The Kyrle organisers had 
promised a route of around 58 miles 
making the event very compact, so it 
was a short run up and down the dual 
carriageway to the first three hills - 
Griffen Grove, Widow Maker and 
Howards Way. Nick Farmer collected a 
10 on Griffen Grove by dropping the tyre 
pressures so low the car bellied out on 
the 10 marker. He blamed this on a 
faulty tyre pressure gauge, more likely 
Nick it's through looking at it through 
beer glasses. 
 
Widow Maker was next and from the 
results everyone was prepared for the 
muddy restart round the comer as most 
of the field went clean on this hill; 
however the Allaway Astra somehow 

managed to pick up a puncture. 
Following the one-way system in the 
forest led everyone to Howards Way, 
which the entire field cleaned. 
 
Back onto the A40 and two miles up the 
road were two new hills Goldsmith 1 and 
2. In the front wheel drive class Dave 
and Aaron in the green Golf was the 
only class 1 car to clear Goldsmith 1 
with everyone else dropping between 5 
and 9 points. Bill Bennett and Adrian 
Dommett in class 2 also went clean 
along with the entire class 8 field. 
Goldsmith 2 and Dave repeated his 
clean followed by Mike Collins and 
Adrian Tucker-Peake making the only 
three cleans in class 1. In class 3 Colin 
Perryman's BMW and Rick Neale's 
Volvo had both entered the retirement 
list. 
The next road section took us back into 
Kyrle territory with the infamous Jack 
and Jill. Jack was in smashing form 
collecting a number of competitors. 
Quite a number of Stroud's Motor Club's 
leading lights were running these hills 
with Brian Moss the start marshal on 
Jack and Ian Moss as the restart 

marshal on Jill. 
Historic Lands End 
winner Emma Flay 
claimed a 2 on Jack 
but a broken front 
strut mount meant 
she joined the 
retirement list on Jill 
along with Northern 
Trial winner Tony 
Young, who lost his 
gears in the Special. 
 
The deep ruts of 
Jack took its toll on 
the Golf's. First to be 
stumped was Dave 
in the green Golf, 
gently reshaping the 
near side front wing 
on the tree stump 

 Tim Hellings after Jack                    (Photo by Aaron Haizelden) 
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and almost performing a restart to get to 
the 6 marker. Star of the Day has to be 
Tim Hellings who tried to remove the 
tree stump from the ground with the front 
of his Golf and from the state of the Golf 
the tree stump won. Tim then spent 15-
20 minutes with the help of several other 
competitors reattaching the near side 
front wing. Such was the shape of the 
front wing that I feel sure Tim could have 
exhibited it at the Tate Modern under the 
title "Stumped by Jack"! Jack also 
claimed Adrian Tucker-Peake's front 
bumper. 
 
Dick Bolt continued to" Forge" ahead in 
class 3 being the only Escort to clear 
both Jack and Jill. Gary Browning having 
dropped 12 on Jack was the only class 6 
to get of the restart and clean Jill, This 
year Ade Marfell decided to run all the 
classes up the steep part of Burn Brae, 
this put paid to a lot of clean sheets 
especially in the lower classes with only 
two cleans. 
 
Andrew's Alley was only for 6, 7 and 8's 
and in class 6 
Mark Smith's 
Beetle was 
given a clean. 
In class 7 
Andrew Martin 
specially 
renamed 
"Arnie Martin" 
for the event 
continued his 
clean sweep in 
class 7. In 
class 8 14 
runners 
cleared 
Andrew's 
Alley. 
 
The lower 
classes 
attacked Glen 
and with a 

restart and pressure limits stopped 
everyone. The best climb of the day was 
Dave Dyer's new Beetle with a 2 and 
close behind was Richard Dawe in the 
Midget with 3. 
 
Special Test Alpha was next and Nick 
Farmer was at it again going for fastest 
time, he broke an engine mount, 
damaged a front shock absorber and 
ripped a brake line off. I think Nick the 
idea is to keep the components on the 
car while doing the special test rather 
than discard them before the finish line 
and to cap it all having done a time 
some 6 seconds quicker than anyone 
else he touched a marker and picked up 
a time penalty as well! 
 
Before leaving the forest for the dinner 
halt everyone had to attack Pludds. With 
the large boulders best avoided, Bill 
managed to aim the MG at all of them 
and stopped at the 3 marker with a few 
choice words. Arnie Martin dropped his 
first points of the day by dropping 5 
marks on the restart. 

  Bill Bennett on Pludds                                (Photo by Aaron Haizelden) 
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Ben Dyer also failed to leave the restart 
dropping 5 marks, which cost him the 
overall win as he was faster than Mike 
Workman on the special tests. 
 
With a long wait at the lunch halt in the 
sun, the passenger in the red Astra was 
getting a little hot under the thong and 
was duly dispatched into the river to cool 
down. Then it was on to Special Test 
Beta and then Rock Garden whose tight 
turns claimed the Wolseley Hornet of 
Adrian Dommett who dropped a 4. Paul 
Bartleman failed to restart and claimed a 
5 in the Troll. 
 
On Bluebell the Allaway Astra struggled 
to leave the restart 
line as the clutch 
had gone out to 
lunch and refused 
to bite and 
struggled to a 4. 
Classes 7 and 8 
didn't fair much 
better with only 6 
cleans, notably Tim 
Whellock from 
Windwhistle motor 
club in the Fugitive 
seeing the top. 
 
A short road 
section took us to 
Cudleigh Bank 
which only seven 
competitors failed, 
although the route 
back down too the 
main track was tricky. 
 
Point and Press had a shorter run up 
this year but the green Golf saw the top 
for the first time and frightened the 
marshals at the top. Bill Bennett and 
Adrian Dommett continued their battle 
both going clean. Mike" Tiger" Collins 
got the red Golf up to the 3 mark with 
Tina bouncing hard all the way. Dave 
Shaylor was the only clean in class 4 

Last hill of the day was Lane End. The 
Allaway Astra having struggling all day 
with a sick engine found Adrian Marfell 
spectating at the start. I suggested to 
Adrian that next year they have a special 
route for cars with wheezy engines and 
then I won't have to rebuild the one I’ve 
got! Lane End's tight turn claimed Adrian 
Dommett, whose Wolseley did not have 
enough steering lock to complete the 
turn and collected a 12. Nick Farmer's 
day of woe continued right to the end 
when he collected a puncture halfway up 
the hill. But to his credit and Alan's 
rocking the Maestro made the end of 
section which is more than can be said 
for the Allaway Astra with a remarkable 

piece of driving that enabled the Astra to 
get stuck at the 9 marker. After only 
dropping 5 points all day Dick Bolt 
stopped at the 12 marker and handed 
the class win to Harvey Waters. To 
make matters worse Dick restarted the 
hill and got to the top, minus his exhaust 
which Dick" Bolted" back on later. 
 
Once again a big thank you to all 
concerned. 

 Paul Allaway on Burnbrae                (Photo by Aaron Haizelden) 
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Phew what a scorcher – The 
Ilkley trial! 

by Tony Branson 
 

T ools, tyre gauge, MOT, club 
membership card, MSA licence, 
suncream – SUNCREAM? Yes 
suncream. Not the usual item 

on the trials preparation list. For the 
Ilkley trial it was a must. It’s 10 years 
since the last event and we northerners 
were delighted at its reappearance. 
 

The weather was so good I expect 
everyone was expecting it to be easy but 
by judicious use of some very slippery 
grass along with some truly classic 
sections the 
organisers 
laid on a 
really 
excellent 
event. All of 
the sections 
offered a 
challenge if 
only who 
could make 
an idiot of 
themselves 
on the easy 
ones. I felt the 
need to oblige 
on Browns 
Wood and 
Incline 2. On 
the latter, a 
simple grass 
slope, I set off 
with no 
problems and felt that the section was all 
too easy. Mindful of the photographer's 
request for a bit of wheelspin and drama 
I floored the pedal assuming I could 
back off and get some grip. It was not to 
be and we failed at 8 a fitting penalty for 
showing off. 
 

Watergate may have been Nixon’s 
downfall but not for us, a truly classic 

section, steep and with a succession of 
tight corners. 
 

The final section Langbar had a corner 
with a deep quagmire in the middle I 
decided I would go straight through it at 
speed and sort out the direction change 
afterwards. This worked but the 
following steep slope stopped us, but 
only just. A slight push and we were 
going and out of the section. And so to 
so to a most hospitable finish. 
 

All in all a tremendous event, 
congratulations to the team at Ilkley. It 
was a triumph to lay on 19 sections all of 
which were enjoyable. We liked the tulip 
diagram route card, an Ilkley standard 

but would have appreciated a little detail 
about each section. I would prefer 
boards instead of cones for the restarts. 
We enjoyed the novelty of slow timed 
sections although I imagine some may 
not. Most of all we appreciated the 
friendly marshals and the welcome from 
the club. 
  

Tony and Hal Branson, Marlin, coming to an unplanned stop on 
Incline 2 

(Photo by Pat Toulmin) 
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Ilkley Trial 
photos by 

Pat Toulmin 
 

 
 
Peter Fear & 
Dick Andrews on 
Incline 2 

 
Dean 
Partington on 
Langbar 

 
Barry Clarke 
and Dudley 
Sterry on 
Langbar 
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Two men in a Daf in Yorkshire 
by Fred Mills 

 

S 
unday 23rd May 2004 5.00am 
saw Derek arrive at my house 
ready to set off on our 2-hour 
journey to Ilkley. After a short 

diversion back to Derek’s house for the 
paperwork, we were on our way in 
brilliant sunshine down an almost 
deserted A1. As we approached the 
Ilkley Rugby Club we passed a two-mile 
queue of cars and sellers waiting to get 
into the local car boot sale. To think 
some people believe we are odd, 
spending our spare time trying to climb 
hills in old cars! Everyone was very 
friendly and relaxed at the scrutineering 
and signing-on.  
 

It was about 9 miles to the first sections, 
which turned out to be the club’s much 
treasured PCT venue. Carr Side 1 
started on long grass and turned right 
onto the traverse, it was very slippery 
and we managed a 5. Carr Side 2 was a 
climb round a curving hillside, very easy 
to slide side ways and touch a marker. 
Just above the 8 marker it was much 
dryer and dusty, but you had to get there 
first! 
 

Browns Wood was a very narrow, quite 
steep, tight hairpin with a restart on the 
bend. Our short wheelbase was helpful 
here and we cleared it. On to Dob Park 
Splash, described in the route instruction 
as having been used since the turn of 
the century, I think they meant turn of 
last century. There was a very 
interesting book on show in the 
clubhouse with a photo of a 
motorcyclists going through the splash, 
the water must have been 2 feet deep! 
Fortunately today it was only 6 inches 
and we stood a good chance of keeping 
our drive belts dry. The test here was to 
go as slow as possible without stopping. 
Our time was average. 
 

Sword Point 1 is a straight run up 
through the trees with a restart on a sort 
of chicane. We should have had no 
trouble here but unfortunately the gear 
lever didn’t engage properly and we tried 
to climb the hill with the clutch slipping 
all the way. By the time we reached the 
top the marshal had trouble seeing us 
through the blue smoke. Needless to 
say we couldn’t get off the restart and 
scored 9. Sword Point 2 had a very 
cheerful starter who took great delight in 
positioning everyone in a hidden hole 
that made it almost impossible to make 
a clean start. Sword Point 3 was a timed 
section and entailed a circuit through the 
trees, lots of tree stumps and roots to 
catch you out. 
 

Fewston 1 was really interesting and 
involved trying to climb through very 
long grass up a gently side sloping hill to 
a ridge where it was possible to get 
some grip for the real climb.  Everyone 
experience huge amounts of wheelspin 
on the first part of the hill, and 
movement was very slow. Our effort was 
quite dramatic. After about 2 minutes of 
crawling towards the ridge the back end 
of the car broke away and we shot off 
backwards down the hill almost 
collecting the marshal on the way. We 
had to get to top of this section to reach 
the start of Fewston 2 and with a little 
help we made it.  We may as well not 
have bothered, as it was another one of 
those grassy start lines with a hidden 
hole to trap people like us. 
 

At this point our navigation went wrong 
and we became totally lost.  After about 
45 minutes bumbling around the 
Yorkshire countryside we made it to next 
section. Peel’s Wood looked a fairly 
straight forward climb up a dry twisty 
track. What a joke! What we didn’t know 
was that the start line was partially in a 
bog and that if you didn’t approach it 
correctly you just sank down and 
forward motion became impossible 
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without a great deal of pushing from the 
navigator and some marshals. I hope to 
get my trousers clean again one day. 
 

Hey Slack was a short steep quarry type 
hill, down into a hole and back out the 
other side. We stopped a few inches 
short of the crest and felt a little unlucky 
in this case. At this point we had to hand 
in our penalty card and collect a new 
one for the afternoon sections. It was 
also a refreshment break but we chose 
to carry on as we had lost so much time 
earlier in the day. We were able to have 
our pork pies etc at leisure in the queue 
at the bottom Wilson’s Wood.  There is 
no way out of the top and everyone had 
to retrace their steps back to the bottom. 
 

We were asked to be very 
careful when we were 
around Pateley Bridge as it 
was a sensitive area 
(something to do with one 
of the great and good from 
The Ramblers 
Association). The hills here 
were on an old inclined 
plane and strangely 
enough were called Incline 
1 and Incline 2. They 
proved to be fairly easy 
though I believe one or two 
people were caught out. 
 

Watergate was well named 
with a boggy stream just 
after the start line followed 
by a twisty rocky climb up a 
hill. The stream didn’t seem very deep 
so we didn’t worry about wet drive belts 
and just went for it trying to get some 
momentum for the steep bit. At the 11 
marker the engine stopped, we had 
forgotten about water splashing on to 
the engine and paid the penalty. Cock 
Hill Mine was full of people and their 
motorcycles, ideal place for them to 
practice/compete. The section was an 
easy rock climb with a restart, no 
problem. 

Strid Wood 1 ran up what at one time 
could have been a stream bed, narrow, 
rocky, twisty with steep sides. Easy until 
we hit the 6 marker on a left hand bend, 
the cause of this error was put down to 
the puncture we sustained on the 
driver’s side front tyre. Next was Strid 
Wood 2 a straight blast up the hill. 
 

The last section was Langbar. This 
entailed driving about half a mile down a 
very steep twisty track to the valley 
bottom, before passing through a paint 
ball gaming site and on to the bottom of 
the section. The start was craftily 
positioned with a large gorse bush 
between the competitor and the section. 
Once again the boggy bit got us and we 
stopped dead at the 6 marker. 

On to the finish, where there was 
complimentary food. The pie and mushy 
peas were very welcome as was the 
wonderful choice of desserts. Thank you 
very much to all the very friendly and 
efficient people involved with the 
organisation of the event. You made us 
feel very welcome. We are looking 
forward to the next Ilkey, which I believe 
is going to be held in November next 
year. It should be very different. 

Dobs Splash                                 photo by Fred Mills 
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 THE MOTORCYCLE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

A s I predicted in the last issue of 
Restart that in class E it looked 
as though the Trevor Griffiths/
Alison Nutt team would be 

pushed throughout the year by a 
determined John Hind and Harry 
Stoopman. As things stand, after the 
Lands End Trial, John is leading Trevor 
by 3 points after three rounds.  
 
I also predicted that the men to watch in 
the chase for the Pouncy Championship 
would be Chris Lidstone and Ray 
Gerring, together with Buster Griffin and 
Dave Mason and the new kid on the 
block Yoshi Adams. Well I can’t get 
everything right and after the 
Cheltenham Home Guard Sphinx trial it 
is in fact BSA rider Mark Worsfold in the 
lead on 28 with Yoshi breathing down 
Mark’s neck on 26. In equal third, by 
virtue of their 100% Exeter and Lands 
End records are Graham Makepeace, 
Ian Mitchell and R. Thompson. 
 

I would be grateful if event secretaries 
note that I took over maintenance of the 
Pouncy and Red Rose Bowl 
championship tables from Chris Philips 
with effect from 1st January 2004. It 
would therefore be appreciated if event 
secretaries could therefore please send 
a copy of their results to me at the 
address below. 
 
Proposed changes to the rules and 
regulations for motorcycle 
competitors 
Tom Beckerleg and myself attended the 
ACTC council meeting on 16th May and 
presented our proposals for changes to 
the registration arrangements. Further 
details of these proposed changes are 
included elsewhere in this issue of 
Restart. 

 
To summarise, what I propose is: 
 

 That entry to ACTC registered 
events will be open, as at 
present, to affiliated members 
of the ACU, the ACTC and the 
local organising club/centre as 
appropriate 

 That registration for the Red 
Rose Bowl and Pouncy 
championships will be required 
to score championship points 

 That registered members will 
be automatically included on 
the mailing lists of all 
organising clubs  

 That registered members will 
receive Restart upon payment 
of the necessary subscription 

 
This proposal, together with your 
comments will go to the AGM of the 
ACTC in the autumn and once approved 
will come into place from 1st January 
2005. Comments regarding this proposal 
are invited from member clubs and 
motorcycle competitors. Please contact 
either Tom or myself at the addresses 
below. 
 
I took the opportunity to re-read the 
ACTC classic trials rules and regulations 
the other evening [available on the 
ACTC website] and was particularly 
struck by section 5.1, which sets out the 
motorcycle classes. Comparing the 
ACTC classes with those for the MCC it 
struck me that these are long due for a 
touch of modernisation. 
 

MCC has one not two classes for single 
cylinder motorcycles up to 401 cc. In 
addition, ACTC has a sixth class [class 
F] for cycle cars. Now, I can’t recall 
seeing a cycle car entered in an ACTC 
trial over the past 5 years. Does this 
mean that this class is therefore 
obsolete? 
 

42 

Red Rose Bowl 2004 Date:30/1/04
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John Hind 10 9 10 29 3
Trevor Griffiths 6.0 10.0 10.0 26 3
John Young 10 10 20 2
Andrew Petherick 7 10 17 2
Malcolm P Brown 10.00 10 1
Kenneth Brooks 8 8 1
Roger Ashby 3.0 3 6 2
John Grimshaw 6 6 1
Andrew Grintner 6 6 1
Peter Vaughan 3.0 3 1

A further development, particularly in 
the MCC trials, has been the 
emergence of Indian built Enfields. 
Because these are not solos of ‘British 
Manufacture’, they are not eligible for 
the ACTC’s class C or the MCC’s class 
A. Instead, they have to compete 
against the modern monoshock trail 
bikes in classes A1, A2 [ACTC] or B or 
C [MCC]. There is also no class for the 
twin shock trail bikes. Would it 
encourage owner/riders of twin shocks 
to enter ACTC motorcycle trials if class 
F was converted into a twin shock 
class? Would organisers support this 
move? 
 
I would therefore like to propose a 
change to the ACTC motorcycle 
classes with effect from 1st January 
2005 as follows: 
 

Class A Single or Multi Cylinder 
solo motorcycles of British manufacture  
[engine and frame] 
Class B Single cylinder solo 
motorcycles up to 401cc 
Class C Single cylinder solo 
motorcycles over 401 cc 
Class D Solo Motorcycles with 
multi-cylinder engines 
Class E Sidecars [unchanged] 
Class F Twin shocks  

Competitors and organisers comments 
are invited please. 
 

The Network 
As reported in previous issues of 
Restart, I have been keen to develop a 
network to ensure that members have 
the opportunity to influence decisions. 
The most cost effective approach is of 
course via email and I still want to 
develop an email group for rapid two 
way communications. The network is 
however building very slowly, therefore, 
if you have not done so already, please 
make contact with either Tom 
Beckerleg or myself at the addresses 
below. In addition, if you know of 
motorcyclist competitors in the ACTC 
championships, who do not receive 
Restart [and why not join and 
subscribe?], please draw our efforts to 
their attention and ask them to contact 
us to be added to the network. 
 

Keith Johnston   
keith.johnston2@virgin.net   
01225 760415 
260, Hill Street, Hilperton, Trowbridge, 
Wiltshire, BA14 7RS 
 

Tom Beckerleg  
tom.beckerleg@tesco.net     
01736 362568 
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Pouncy League 2004 At 30 March

E
xe

te
r

E
xm

o
o

r

C
h

ai
rm

an
s

N
o

rt
h

er
n

 

L
an

d
s 

E
n

d

S
P

IN
X

Ju
b

ile
e

T
im

b
er

 W
o

o
d

s

T
aw

 &
 T

o
rr

id
g

e

E
xe

 V
al

le
y

E
d

in
b

u
rg

h

E
xm

o
o

r 
C

lo
u

d
s

T
am

ar

T
ar

ka

H
ar

d
y

N
ei

l W
es

tc
o

tt

T
o

ta
l

Mark Worsfold 10 10 8 28
C [Yoshi] Adams 7.0 9.00 10.00 26
Ralph Brown 10 10 20
Graham Makepeace 10 10 20
Ian Mitchell 10 10 20
R Thompson 10 10 20
Ray Gerring 9 10 19
Tom Beckerleg 3 9 6 18
M. T Bishop 10.0 7.00 17
Chris E. Brown 6.0 10 16
Ian Watkins 10.0 6 16
Richard Harvey 6 7 13
Dave R Hewlett 3 10 13
Martin Keat 10 3 13
Mike Robinson 3 10 13
Mike I Wills 10 3 13
Patrick Bramman 6 6 12
Sid Hill 6 6 12
D Busby 10.0 10
Clyde Ferguson 10 10
Keith Johnston 10 10
Mike Leeke 10 10
John Lees 10 10
Chris Lidstone 10 10
Peter Smith 10 10
Jeremy Stephens 10.0 10
Jon Stobbs 10 10
Roger Tushingham 3 1 6 10
Steve Venn 10 10
Steve Saunders 10.00 10
Adrian Clissold 10.00 10
Godfrey Hannan 10.0 10
Stan Ducker 10 10
L C Timms 10 10
David Freeman 9.0 9
Mark V Harris 3 6 9
Dave Mason 4 5 9
C D Poel 3.0 6.00 9
Ben Falconer 9.0 9
R David Wood 9.00 9
Mark Kemp 9.00 9
Chris Harvey 9.0 9
David Elliott 8.00 8
Duncan Fish 8.0 8
Dick Lidstone 8 8
Martyn Goodall 8 8
Richard Ferrier 8.00 8
Cliff Hannan 8 8
Dave Eeles 7 7
Jeremy Walters 7.00 7
Stephen Hodge 7 7
Duncan Bain-Smith 6 6
N. P. Bayman 6.0 6
Neil Browne 6 6
I Chapman 6.0 6
R Eaves 6.00 6
Buster Griffin 6.0 6
S Hands 6.00 6
Roy Jeffreys 6 6
T Jones 6.0 6
David Moffat 6 6
R A Morris 6.0 6
John Russ 6 6
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

I  answered the telephone. It was 
Clive Davis, the always 
immaculately dressed and respected 
“man from the MCC”. “Mr Dennis 

Greenslade I am telephoning to 
congratulate you on winning a Triple 
award, particularly as only seven have 
been won for this season”. 
 

This was the first occasion that I had 
taken any notice of a Triple award but it 
highlighted the immense regard that the 
stalwarts of classic trials had for their 
premier and most coveted trophy. As 
stated in the last edition of Section Ends 
it appears that some of the present 
incumbents of the MCC committee are 
determined to, and to some extent 
already have, devalued a renowned 
motor sport award by the introduction of 
the very controversial “two up rule”. By 
what right did they arbitrarily change a 
recognised practice, applicable to both 
trials and rallies, that if one competitor 
cleans a test then that test is considered 
acceptable for all? No matter that at 
least for the time being following 
pressure from many aggrieved 
competitors, the rule has been revoked. 
 

The telephone call followed the 1972 
Exeter Trial, which at that time was the 
final event for the 1971 season. It was 
the 45th Exeter contested over the 
weekend of the 7th/ 8th January and 
attracted 286 entrants, of which 109 
were on motorcycles, including the 
irrepressible Jack Pouncy on his famous 
250cc Pouncy Dot, who finished the 
event by winning his class.  
 

In that year Tillerton was the first section 
followed by restarts on the average 1 in 
5 gradient of Fingle Bridge, first used in 
the Exeter in 1932 at which time there 
were eighty one failures. Then 
Waterworks and thence to Simms, prior 

to traversing east of Exeter to tackle 
Stretes, Waterloo, Meerhay with another 
restart and finishing with Knowle Lane 
now regularly used on Woolbridge Motor 
Club’s Hardy Classic Trial. At that time 
the Exeter finished at Weymouth in 
Dorset. 
 

There were notable performances and 
failures by competitors whose names 
would become more familiar as the 
years progressed. It will come as no 
surprise to learn that Simms proved 
difficult but there were many who 
climbed Simms but failed Stretes, 
Meerhay or Knowle Lane, for instance, - 
an uncommon occurrence today unless 
as the result of mechanical failure. 
 

Some of those who successfully climbed 
“the Exeter stopper” but who failed other 
sections were: Nigel Roper (1500cc 
Beach Buggy), Ruth Atkinson (1598 cc 
Morgan), Laurie Knight (1498cc Ford 
Escort), Mike Furse (1592cc Hillman 
Husky), Steve Dear (939cc MG PB), 
John Tucker-Peake (1600cc “Runner 
Bean”), Norman Bricknell (1600cc 
Morgan), one time MCC President Basil 
de Mattos (1108cc Renault) and 
surprisingly both John Buncombe and 
Ben Sheppard in their highly competitive 
998cc Hillman Imps, both failing the 
Meerhay restart.  
 

Magnificent performances were 
achieved by Dudley Sterry (250cc MG 
J2),Ted Briant (now campaigning a 
1598cc Ford Escort Estate), Alan Cundy 
(584cc VW Beetle) and Peter Morgan 
(3528cc Morgan Plus 8), all of whom 
won gold medals and took their 
respective class awards. An exceedingly 
well known competitor, one C.A.N. May 
– he of “Wheelspin” fame – also won a 
gold in a 998cc Hillman Imp, as did 
Norman Higgins, the instigator of the 
Ibex sporting trials car as well as 
Maidstone and Mid-Kent Motor Club’s 
Tyrwhitt- Drake classic trial, who also 
used a 998cc Imp. 
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The Triple awards were won by Brian 
Granger (998cc Hillman Imp), Mike 
Hinde (1221cc Skoda), Victor Loupart 
(1300cc Ford Anglia Estate), Peter 
Morgan (3528cc Morgan Plus 8), Dudley 
Sterry (1250cc MG J2), who also won 
the Baddeley Award, plus Frank Edkins 
and myself in 1584cc VW Beetles. There 
was no annual Team championship 
award as not a single team finished with 
the same personnel in all three events. 
 

An established classic and a relatively 
new one followed in the next two months 
– the Cotswold Clouds and the Tyrwhitt-
Drake – those two being interspersed 
with Falcon Motor Club’s March Hare.  
The Cotswold Clouds consisted of an 
entry of eighty three competitors, most 
of whom tended to take part in the three 
MCC events (inter alia: Ted Briant, Mike 
Furse, Roger Bricknell, Laurie Knight, 
John Groves, Eric Moxom and Eric Wall, 
Ruth Atkinson, Roy Newton, Dick 
Andrews, Colin Pook, Simon Woodall 
and John Buncombe), with class awards 
being won by Mike 
Hinde, Dudley 
Sterry, Steve Dear 
and myself, 
although I was 
beaten by one point 
by the meticulous 
Frank Edkins in his 
VW Beetle, who 
was awarded the 
Lansdown Motors 
Trophy. Whilst no 
overall classification 
was given the top 
five positions were 
Dudley Sterry on 9, 
Nigel Roper 17, 
Frank Edkins 20, 
and Steve Dear and 
myself on 21. One 
of my better awards 
is the glass bottomed 
pewter tankard 
awarded at that time 

by Stroud and District Motor Club for a 
class win.   
 

In early 1972 I was “on a slight roll” – a 
confirmed Triple for the 71/72 season 
followed by a valuable class win – in a 
VW Beetle that was deemed likely to be 
uncompetitive by some only one year 
earlier owing to the introduction of the 
double jointed rear suspension. A first 
class award was gained on the March 
Hare, which took place in very wet 
weather with the top award going to 
Mike Furse who was closely followed by 
Geoff Jackson, Cliff Morrell, Peter Le 
Couteur and John Tucker-Peake. 
 

Then came the Tyrwhitt-Drake run on 
the 19th March, which as hitherto ran 
over the chalky hills of Kent with the 
observed sections being classified into 
primes and selectives, the former being 
essential to “clean” if a good result were 
to be achieved. Amongst the competitive 
drivers of the day were: Gerry Paice – 
Austin Mini, Martin Appleton – 
campaigning his well used Ford Cortina, 

The late Peter Morgan who often successfully led a “works entered” 
team of Plus 8 Morgans in the three MCC classics. In 1960 Peter 

competed in the Exeter Trial in a Plus 4 seen here near the bottom 
of Stretes  
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Chris Daisy and Chris Betson – Hillman 
Imps, Len Davis – Morgan, Duncan 
Welch – Morris-Riley, and Simon Durling 
in a VW Beetle. Appleton, Durling, 
Daisy, Davis, Lowe (Morgan) and myself 
were the only six from the thirty one car 
entry to return clean sheets on the 
primes with my total of eleven penalties 
overall ensuring that I won the Tyrwhitt-
Drake Trophy for the third time (once in 
an Imp and twice with the Beetle), the 
runner up being Simon Durling in his 
Beetle on a total of fourteen. The two 
Beetles plus the Morgan of Len Davis 
also won the trial team award. 
 
This level of success for me couldn’t 
last…. and it didn’t. The Land’s End Trial 
of 1972 attracted three hundred and 
sixty contestants most of whom were 
entered in no less than forty one teams 
with such diverse names as The 
Flinstones, Pen Poisoners, Speed 
Bashers, The Mexies and our own 
Assorted Beans consisting of Norman 
Higgins and Philip Mitchell in Hillman 

Imps and myself in the Beetle, although 
both Norman and Philip failed to start. It 
was a tough trial, and so much the better 
for it, with a total of only eighteen 
gaining gold medals.  
 

I was the leading car and thus the first to 
fail the most difficult hill that year, 
Cutliffe Lane. Max King in his 998cc 
Hartwell Imp, who was just behind, also 
failed as did the vast majority of the 
entry, the crossing of an “A” line being 
deemed “section ends” for the under 
1300cc rear engine and front engine 
rear wheel drive classes. At that time the 
998cc Imp variants were classed with 
the over 1300cc rear engine cars as 
were the Plus 8 Morgans with their 
limited slip differentials. 
 
Some of the experienced competitors 
who cleaned or reached the “A” line on 
Cutliffe Lane were, Mike Furse – 1592cc 
Hillman Husky, Dave Merson – 1192cc 
VW Beetle who unfortunately had earlier 
failed Sutcombe, Roy Verran and Angus 
Stewart in 1172cc Ford Populars, Don 

Statton – 998cc 
Sunbeam Imp, Alan 
Cundy – 1584cc VW 
Beetle, Dave Keat – 
1600cc Ford Anglia 
Estate who also won 
his class, and Mike 
Hinde -1192cc VW 
Beetle, who 
subsequently failed 
Crackington. D.R. 
Simmons driving the 
penultimate car in the 
trial, a 1192cc VW 
Beetle won the rear 
engine class with Roger 
Bricknell using his Ford 
Thames van winning 
the “sports and 
modified” class despite 
his failure to climb 
Cutliffe. 

A regular competitor in both rallies, classic and production car 
trials (having won the BTRDA championship) was Mike Hinde 
who used a variety of cars in all three disciplines of motor sport. 
Here in a 1340cc Simca Aronde Estate he is tackling the initial 
gradient of Darracott on a Land’s End Trial in the early 1960s.  
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Championship Chat 
 
One would need to be Mystic Meg or 
have a supercharged crystal ball to be 
able to predict with any certainty the 
winners of the various car 
championships at this stage of the 
season. Nevertheless, they do present a 
fascinating snapshot of who is currently 
‘hot’, especially as far as the Wheelspin 
and the Crackington are concerned. 
 

In the Wheelspin line honours have 
been shared between four different 
winners of the four one-day events held 
so far.  Andrew Martin, Adrian Dommett, 
Tony Young and Mick Workman have all 
got their hands on one trophy apiece but 
Class 8 dominates the top ten with five 
contenders, then Class 4 with two and 
Classes 2, 3 and 7 with one apiece. 
Overall, Andrew Martin has an eight-
point lead from Ian Davis followed by 
Paul Bartleman, Dudley Sterry and Giles 
Greenslade. 
 

Over in the Crackington the classes are 
slightly more evenly represented and 
only Class 6 doesn’t have an entry in the 
top ten. Andrew Martin also currently 
leads this table, but by only five points 
from Harvey Waters with Bill Bennett 
also in close attendance. Dave 
Haizelden is nearly ten points behind Bill 
closely followed by Paul Bartleman and 
Dudley Sterry. 
 

Liz Bennett currently has a commanding 
lead in the Navigator’s table over Janet 
Biles with Neil Allen, Francesca Plimmer 
and Judy Phillips filling the rest of the 
top five places. 
 

There are only four entries in the Team 
League this year with Harvey Waters, 
Andrew Martin and Giles Greenslade 
leading the way with a team they haven’t 
got around to naming yet with Paul 
Allaway, Michael Collins and David 

Haizelden’s FWD All Stars in second 
place. 
 

A couple of words now on the 
administrative front.  Firstly, trial 
organisers who avail themselves of the 
label printing service for mailing out regs 
etc can, if they wish, have those labels 
printed in alphabetical order of driver’s 
surnames, as opposed to the numerical 
order that I normally use. If this method 
would suit you better then please let me 
know when the labels are requested and 
I will do the necessary. 
 

The second point concerns the drivers 
and navigators contender’s cards. At the 
May Council Meeting of the ACTC it was 
agreed to stop issuing these and there 
are a number of reasons for this. Firstly, 
in their current form they are very 
expensive to produce; secondly, they 
are very rarely requested when signing 
on and lastly, they are not a ‘legal;’ 
requirement to compete in a trial as is 
say, the membership card of the 
competitor’s motor club. So we’re going 
to save a bit of your money and do away 
with them. Everyone who registers in 
either the driver’s or the Navigator’s 
championships will receive a letter, very 
similar to the current version, 
acknowledging their entry and letting 
them know their championship number 
for the season, but there will be no peel 
off card as is used now. I hope that we 
will be able to continue to allow the vast 
majority of the competitors to keep their 
same number year-on-year, so 
remembering your number shouldn’t be 
a problem. I also intend to keep the 
tradition of providing the top five in the 
Wheelspin and the Crackington with 
numbers,which reflect their finishing 
positions. but even these august 
personages will have a contender’s 
number reserved for them for the rare 
occasions when they don’t finish in the 
top ten.  

Chris 
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Navigators League May 2004
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507 Liz Bennett 5.0 6.0 9.5 10.3 5.0 10.3 46.1
521 Janet Biles 8.4 6.2 10.2 7.5 32.3
509 Neil Allen 10.4 10.0 10.5 30.9
506 Francesca Plimmer 5.0 9.7 9.4 5.0 29.1
668 Judy Phillips 9.0 10.5 9.3 28.8
508 Tina Allaway 5.0 9.6 5.0 6.9 26.5
502 Aaron Haizelden 4.8 10.6 10.9 26.3
613 Donny Allen 1.0 9.0 3.0 8.0 21.0
576 Alan Selwood 3.0 8.6 5.9 17.5
544 Ronald Chiswell 3.0 3.0 8.4 14.4
554 Fred Mills 7.4 6.5 13.9
627 Paul Gregory 5.8 5.0 10.8
524 Chris Phillips 4.0 5.7 1.0 10.7
593 Jayne Sargeant 7.7 3.0 10.7
542 Samantha Dean 10.5 10.5
558 Rob Gilmour 7.8 1.0 8.8
530 Ken Martin 8.8 8.8
529 Sue Ludford 3.0 4.0 7.0
549 Anne Whellock 5.0 1.0 6.0
645 Philip Tucker 2.0 2.0

Team League May 2004
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Ross Rasca ls
Pete Fear DNC R 9.0 9.7 DNC 6.0
Stuart Harrold 0.0 4.0 DNC 5.7 1.0 0.0
Stuart Ridge DNC 6.0 DNC DNC DNC 4.0
Team Tota l 10.0 10.0

????
Giles Greenslade 5.0 9.7 9.4 DNC 5.0 DNC
Andrew Martin 5.0 11.0 10.0 10.4 5.0 11.0
Harvey W aters 10.5 10.0 10.5 5.0 10.8
Team Tota l 31.2 29.4 15.0 75.6

FW D All Sta rs
Paul Allaway 5.0 3.0 6.9
Michael Collins 5.0 4.8 10.6 1.0 9.9
David Hazelden 5.0 R 9.6 5.0 10.9
Team Tota l 15.0 9.0 27.7 51.7

VMs
Bill Bennett 10.3 10.3
Colin Biles 10.2 7.5
Tony Young 10.7 R
Team Tota l 31.2 31.2

R Retired
DNC Did Not Compete
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Crackington League May 2004
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Andrew Martin 5.0 11.0 10.0 10.4 5.0 11.0 52.4
Harvey Waters 10.5 10.0 10.5 5.0 10.8 46.8
Bill Bennett 5.0 6.0 9.5 10.3 5.0 10.3 46.1
David Haizelden 5.0 4.8 10.6 5.0 10.9 36.3
Colin Biles 8.4 9.2 10.2 7.5 35.3
Dudley Sterry 5.0 10.0 6.0 5.0 9.0 35.0
Paul Bartleman 10.0 11.0 8.7 5.0 34.7
Adrian Marfell 10.7 10.4 10.1 31.2
Ben Dyer 8.0 10.0 3.00 10.00 31.0
Dick Bolt 5.0 11.0 5.0 9.8 30.8
Ian Davis 3.0 11.0 7.7 1.0 8.0 30.7
Giles Greenslade 5.0 9.7 9.4 5.0 29.1
Simon Groves 3.0 8.5 8.5 8.8 28.8
Adrian Dommett 9.0 10.5 9.3 28.8
Richard Dawe 9.4 9.2 9.5 28.1
Nick Farmer 3.0 8.8 8.6 1.0 5.9 27.3
David Symons 3.0 10.8 10.1 3.0 26.9
Roger Bricknell 3.0 9.0 11.0 3.0 26.0
Keith Sanders 10.2 5.0 10.5 25.7
Michael Collins 5.0 R 9.6 1.0 9.9 25.5
Terry Coventry 3.0 9.8 3.0 8.9 24.7
Peter Fear R 9.0 9.7 6.0 24.7
Gary Browning 10.8 1.0 9.5 21.3
Mal Allen 1.0 9.0 3.0 8.0 21.0
John Looker 1.0 6.8 1.0 10.5 19.3
Simon Woodall 3.0 9.0 6.7 0.0 18.7
Adrian Tucker-Peake 3.0 7.8 7.9 18.7
Jeff Buchanan 3.0 10.4 3.0 16.4
Peter Morris 7.0 9.4 16.4
Peter Barr 7.4 1.0 7.4 15.8
John Ludford 8.0 3.0 4.0 15.0
Derek Tyler 5.0 10.0 15.0
Paul Allaway 5.0 3.0 6.9 14.9
Michael Leete 3.0 8.7 3.0 14.7
David Dyer 3.0 3.0 8.4 14.4
Derek Reynolds 7.5 6.5 14.0
Antony Young 3.0 10.7 13.7
Denis Johns 3.0 9.2 1.0 13.2
David Turner 5.0 5.0 3.0 13.0
David Miller 3.0 9.5 12.5
Michael Chatwin 5.0 7.0 12.0
Jeremy Flann 11.0 11.0
Peter Hart 8.0 3.0 11.0
Sticker Martin 3.0 7.0 1.0 11.0
Stuart Roach 5.0 3.0 3.0 11.0
Mike Workman 11.0 11.0
Richard Peck 5.8 5.0 10.8
Stuart Harrold 4.0 5.7 1.0 0.0 10.7
Dave Sargeant 7.7 3.0 10.7
Christopher Symons 6.8 3.9 10.7
Stuart Ridge 6.0 4.0 10.0
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Crackington League May 2004
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Philip Mitchell 3.0 6.0 9.0
Terry Ball 8.8 8.8
Mark Tooth 7.8 1.0 8.8
Andrew Burt 5.8 2.9 8.7
Peter Davies 8.5 8.5
Tony Branson 8.4 8.4
Emma Flay 3.0 5.0 8.0
Nigel Moss 3.0 5.0 8.0
Tony Rothin 5.0 0.0 3.0 0.0 8.0
Kelly Thomas 8.0 8.0
Arthur Vowden 5.0 3.0 8.0
Nigel Hilling 7.5 7.5
David Bowlas 7.4 7.4
Roland Panes 7.0 7.0
Christopher Veevers 6.7 6.7
Colin Perryman 6.5 6.5
Stephen Potter 6.5 6.5
Paul Royds 6.0 6.0
Tim Whellock 5.0 1.0 0.0 6.0
Tim Hellings 1.0 4.9 5.9
Andrew Waterfield 5.8 5.8
Jonathan Ellwood 5.0 5.0
Ian Moss 5.0 5.0
Simon Robson 5.0 5.0
Myke Pocock 4.7 4.7
Mike Pearson 3.0 0.0 1.0 4.0
Eric Smith 4.0 4.0
David Bache 1.0 2.0 0.0 3.0
Clive Booth 3.0 3.0
Barry Clarke 3.0 3.0
Tommy Kalber 3.0 3.0
Dave Nash 3.0 3.0
John Parsons 3.0 3.0
Phil Pontin 3.0 0.0 3.0
Mark Rosten-Edwards 3.0 3.0
Colin Marshall 3.0 3.0
Daniel Fitton 2.0 2.0
Steve Tucker 2.0 2.0
Neil Bray 1.0 1.0
Harry Butcher 1.0 0.0 1.0
Mike Wordsworth 1.0 1.0
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W heelspin League May 2004
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Andrew Martin 5 10 1 6 5 6 33
Ian Davis 3 9 7 1 5 25
Paul Bartleman 7 6 8 2 23
Dudley Sterry 5 4 5 8 22
Giles Greenslade 5 3 8 5 21
Adrian Marfell 8 9 3 20
Ben Dyer 1 5 3 9 18
David Haizelden 5 5 7 17
Peter Fear 3 9 3 15
Dick Bolt 5 4 5 14
Simon W oodall 3 6 5 14
Antony Young 3 10 13
Keith Sanders 7 5 12
Adrian Dommett 10 10
Mike W orkman 10 10
Harvey W aters 4 5 9
Michael Chatwin 5 4 9
Paul Allaway 5 3 8
Roger Bricknell 3 2 3 8
Emma Flay 3 5 8
Nigel Moss 3 5 8
Stuart Roach 5 3 8
Tony Rothin 5 3 8
David Turner 5 3 8
Arthur Vowden 5 3 8
Jeff Buchanan 3 3 6
Michael Collins 5 1 6
Terry Coventry 3 3 6
Michael Leete 3 3 6
David Symons 3 3 6
Tim W hellock 5 1 6
Bill Bennett 5 5
Jeremy Flann 5 5
Ian Moss 5 5
Richard Peck 5 5
Mal Allen 1 3 4
Nick Farmer 3 1 4
Denis Johns 3 1 4
Sticker Martin 3 1 4
Mike Pearson 3 1 4
Clive Booth 3 3
Gary Browning 2 1 3
Barry Clarke 3 3
Simon Groves 3 3
Stuart Harrold 2 1 3
Peter Hart 3 3
Tommy Kalber 3 3
John Ludford 3 3
David Miller 3 3
Philip Mitchell 3 3
John Parsons 3 3
Phil Pontin 3 3
Mark Rosten-Edwards 3 3
Dave Sargeant 3 3
Adrian Tucker-Peake 3 3
John Looker 1 1 2
David Bache 1 1
Peter Barr 1 1
Neil Bray 1 1
Harry Butcher 1 1
Tim Hellings 1 1
Mark Tooth 1 1
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
11th July  Testing Trial MCC  * 
18th July Timberwoods Sidcup Championship (M) 
12th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
19th September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
26th September Autumn Trial MGCC  * 
2nd October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
9th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC Invite 
9th October Welsh VSCC  * 
17th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
24th October Tamar Launceston Championship (C/M) 
31st October Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
7th November Mechanics Stroud ACTC Invite 
7th November Lakeland VSCC  * 
14th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
21st November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
21st November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
28th November Allen BMC&LCC Championship (C) 
5th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 
  
* Events organised by a member club, but there are restrictions as to which clubs 
are invited or which vehicles are eligible. 

 

A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN ULTRABURN UNIT NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main Distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 
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