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Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, instead of two in 
the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller bearings. No production 
components are used, and the superb new casing is machined from solid high 
grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £465 (no VAT) but what price can you put on having the 
confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your results are bound to 
improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and still be able to drive 
home after the event!  
 

NEW Low cost Escort roller diff pin conversion, solves pin/star wheel 
lubrication problem 

 

ALSO – Roller diff pin conversion for Morgans using the 7HA Salisbury axle 
(most 4/4s), may also be suitable for  3HA (TR engined +4), only £60 
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I  have been most impressed with the perseverance of some of the contributors to 
this edition of Restart. Philip Roberts reporting on the Taw & Torridge had to 
retire with clutch trouble, but as he did he handed on the finishing of his report to 
John Cox.  Then Anne and Tim Whellock had to abandon the Exe Valley before 

the first hill, due to very sad personal circumstances, but as they did they passed the 
Restart torch onto Dave Parry. That’s dedication. Then poor Dave had troubles with 
emailing the article to me, so reverted to fax, but my fax machine turned out to not 
be playing, so he sent the copy on CD and by then one of his emails had got 
through! More dedication!  Is Mark that scary?? We are very grateful to all our 
contributors, please keep it coming. 
 
Also interesting is Doug Hagerman’s report of the Exe Valley. Doug is from 
Worcester, Massachusetts in the USA and has become fascinated by our eccentric 
sport, initially via the internet  and Michael Leete’s Classical Gas website. Over here 
he got a ride with Roger Bricknell and I have published part of what he had to say 
later in this issue. The full report will be available on the ACTC website, as it gives 
an excellent idea of what classic triallling is all about.. Doug has now subscribed to 
Restart, so he can keep up with our antics. 
 
That’s the positive part over. Sorry to have to mention it again BUT  - once again I 
am short of photographs………. I realise that it is difficult for drivers to take action 
photos, but surely clubs have photographers or interested spectators.? Many thanks 
to those who do send photos and I realise that I could use more from Classical Gas, 
as Michael is very supportive, but I feel it is better to have a spread of photos that 
have not been published elsewhere. We are now getting plenty of articles  but need  
more photos to support them. Watch someone outside the sport flick through Restart 
and what do they look for………..? 
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I n the last issue of Restart I 
introduced the concept of moving 
the pre-war hybrids and specials into 
class 5. Not surprisingly, none of 

you had any comments to make on the 
matter so from the beginning of January, 
one day trials will now be accepting cars 
made from pre-war components into 
class 5. I say one day trials, because the 
MCC with its much longer lead times for 
the production of SSRs and event forms, 
had to make its decision before the main 
ACTC council meeting, decided to say 
as they are for one more year. At first 
this may seem a strange choice, but 
would be entrants are reminded that the 
MCC has its reclassification system 
which allows them to move individuals 
vehicle around the class structure and I 
am fairly confident that any vehicle 
running under the new ACTC class will 
get a favourable review under this 
system.  
 
I would remind would be entrants that 
these cars will be expected to have the 
look and feel of what they purport to be, 
and if anyone tries to run an early 
Cannon in this class on the grounds that 
it has a Ford 10 engine and a Morris 8 
front axle they will get short shrift from 
the organisers. On the other hand, if you 
know of someone who has a suitable 
vehicle in their shed, but does not use it 
because they feel that it is not 
competitive under the old system, then 
spread the word, encourage them to 
have a go. 
 
Changes are a foot also with respect to 
the way owners of class 7 cars establish 
that their car is built to the ACTC agreed 

specification. From next year, owners of 
cars running in class 7c will be expected 
to sign a declaration that they have seen 
a copy of the spec sheet for their car 
and that their car complies with this 
spec.  At events owners will be expected 
to show their form to the scrutineer. In 
addition, they are asked to send a copy 
of the form to the ACTC Championship 
Secretary for countersigning, partly to 
verify that the owner has the form, and 
partly so that ACTC has a list of current 
owners who can therefore be informed if 
for any reason the specification 
changes. Currently, the form only exists 
for the Marlin, but during the next few 
months we hope to catch up with all the 
other listed vehicles.  
 
Specification sheets for all vehicles can 
be found on the ACTC website, and 
these sheets will have the correct forms 
attached as they become available. 
Those of you who are not world wide 
web sentient can get copies by 
contacting either Simon Robson or 
Andrew Brown. Don't Panic!! During 
2004, no one is going to be excluded 
from an event for not having such a 
form, but you may rest assured that you 
will be nagged rotten by the scrutineer 
until you have one. 
 
This leads me neatly on to the next plan 
for 2004, which is the introduction of a 
series scrutineer. In order to try to get 
uniformity of standards, and continuity of 
inspection, the same person is going to 
be carrying out scrutineering throughout 
the year. This means that when the 
scrutineer asks you to fix something for 
next time, you will find the same cheerful 
face smiling at you next time and 
reminding you that you should have 
done it. It means that you will not be 
able to bullshit you way out and if you 
have not fixed something that you were 
asked to do, YOU WILL NOT BE 
ALLOWED TO START.  
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We will also be carrying out a much 
stricter diff test, with an official way that 
you the driver will be asked to perform 
the test. Entrants who do not pass the 
test  WILL be excluded. Not only this, 
but the council is currently discussing 
putting at least a 12 month ban on 
anyone who is found to have an illegal 
diff. YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED. 
 
One of the curious items that came up 
over the summer is the existing MSA 
rule E12.19.7 which prohibits the use, in 
any branch of motorsport, of any vehicle 
with a wheelbase of less than 183mm. 
There are a number of production cars 
around now which are shorter than this, 
the Smart being perhaps the most well 
known. With this in mind, the MSA has 
said that it will allow clubs to waive this 
rule with respect to production cars, if 
any organiser so wishes. But the 
organiser has to apply to the MSA to do 
so and the MSA is not going to change 
the rule in the near future.  
 
The practical side of this is that if anyone 
wishes to entry the ACTC championship 
with such a vehicle, they can do so, but 

they should be aware that if any 
organiser is concerned about the 
stability of the individual vehicle on the 
course that they have laid out, they have 
legitimate grounds to refuse that entry. I 
for one would be very interested to see if 
it is possible to drive a Smart up 
Bamford Clough without it toppling over 
backwards. 
 
Finally, a plug for the forthcoming 
Historic Motorsport Show at Stoneleigh 
on February 22nd. The NEC Classic Car  
Show in November is becoming more 
oriented towards those who regards 
such things as Concours d' Elegance as 
the most important form of competition 
and so ACTC will be supporting this new 
show, which is firmly motorsport 
oriented. It seems to have a lot to offer, 
and I urge you all to come and have a 
look for yourselves. (See details on page 
40 – ed)  
 
Come and say "Hi" on the ACTC Stand, 
which will be next to the MCC stand. - 
We'll all be there. 
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B y the time you read this, our 
eternal summer has probably 
dissolved into the warm wet 
westerly winds beloved of my 

geography teacher, but as I write this in 
surroundings resembling New England 
in the ‘fall’, I wonder if we’ll all be 
running on 18 psi as routine and leaving 
the jet washer in the shed!  Ever since I 
bounced for my Dad in his Cortina, I’ve 
never just arrived at the bottom, then the 
top, of Litton with no time to gaze upon 
that fearful valley in trepidation. This 
year, any impact upon the awards of the 
MCC’s ‘2 up’ rule seems to have been 
dwarfed by nature’s ‘2 dry’ rule! 
 
Perhaps these circumstances will 
accelerate the quest to limit climbing 
competitiveness? Good rules need good 
research, and the MCC have already 
conducted their second weight 
distribution survey: all of our 4 wheeled 
steeds could be checked for say a 40/60 
proportion on a simple ‘see saw’ balance 
device set up on a firm flat surface en 
route. And discussions are in progress 
to guide the future of LSD’s and traction 
control, where we need to be mindful of 
the practicalities of policing, the impact 
of penalties, and the strategic direction 
of our future ‘customer base’. 
 
Which neatly brings us on to a few 
topics from September’s AGM. 
 
Association finances: Barbara has 
maintained her professional control over 
our pennies and pounds: this should 
make it easier to find a volunteer auditor, 
so if you have the basic skills and could 
spare a few hours annually, please let 
her know. Budgeted for this year is a 
major overhaul of the trophies, many of 
which are exhausted in life or in 
engraving space, so if you’re a fortunate 
holder of one this year, please be 
prepared to hand it in early for some 
TLC. 
 

Rights of way: Andrew has continued to 
‘wave the flag’ on behalf of our sport in 
front of governmental bodies, to good 
effect, ie: 
  
(1) DEFRA’s consultation paper on the 

re-classification of RUPP’s now 
acknowledges the need for the 
Road Traffic Act 1988 to allow 
‘motor vehicle trials’ on restricted 
byways 

(2) ACTC have been invited to respond 
to a ‘national organisations’ 
questionnaire about motor vehicle 
rights of way on BOATS, being 
researched by Faber Mauncell.   

 
In (2) Andrew’s response document 
countered the public’s bad perception 
caused by illegal users, through his 
references to our good practices such as 
PR, MSA regs, scrutineering and 
highway maintenance etc, but we must 
all do our bit to sustain local acceptance 
of a pastime that is a nuisance to some. 
Roger Bricknell and I encountered a livid 
farmer’s wife at the top of Wigber Low 
this year; two were gates left open and 
her cattle herd had dispersed. The club’s 
polite PR, good repute and annual 
welcome were wiped out by a few 
seconds’ carelessness. 
 
Public relations: on the upside of this 
subject, Bill Bennett kindly offered 
council his services to manage ACTC’s 
presence at two major events, 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 
Air bottle repaiors & refills 

Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 
Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 

 
If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 

Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 
 

4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 
Junction 10, M5 

Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

November’s NEC Classic Car Show, 
then at Ian Williamson’s new brainchild, 
the Historic Motorsport International 
exhibition due next February.  Bill will be 
seeking motors, motorcycles and 
manpower for both, so do bear in mind 
that the HMI event will be indoors at 
Stoneleigh if you’re approached. Pat has 
invested in the production of some fine, 
up to date action posters that will do us 
proud for years to come. 
 
Do unto others… ACTC is approached 
occasionally by organisations seeking 
our business: one group are insurers, 
some of whom I’ve found to have no 
comprehension of our sport or the 
necessary ‘vehicular modifications’. On 
the other hand, Richard Egger and his 
CCI crew provide a quality service and 
sponsor this magazine, so council urged 
those who need such a service to 
‘support those who support us’. 

 
Motorcycle championship: Keith 
Johnston and his team look forward to 
strengthening this activity, sorting out 
rules and compiling a riders register, so 
look out for progress and support them 
where you can: spread the word from 
your angle and approach assistant. 
editor,. Mark with a write-up before he 
approaches you! 
 
Enjoy this season and all the places it 
takes you, 
 

Adrian 
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Presidential Mutterings 
by Robin Moore 

 

I mmediately after being elected your 
new president on the 11th May 2003 
I was given notice from several 
quarters that I needed to pen notes 

for Restart and no excuses would be 
accepted. In fairness to our editor I have 
previously intimated that I would 
acquiesce to her request for material, 
only to be ‘black marked’ for not coming 
up with the goods. It’s not that I do not 
like writing articles, quite the reverse in 
fact, but like all of us I find it really 
difficult to find time for everything. I 
count it an honour to have been elected 
president of ACTC and would like to 
thank the officers and member clubs for 
their confidence. 
 
I feel we all owe a sincere debt of 
gratitude to Roger Pole for his guidance, 
wisdom and leadership throughout his 
term as president. I will find it difficult to 
follow his act, but I draw strength from 
the knowledge that he will continue to 
support our organisation 100%. 
 
I am indebted to John West for 
confirming that ACTC was inaugurated 
on the 24th June 1979, the venue for that 
first meeting being the Swan Hotel, 
Thame. Four clubs were represented, 
Stroud, Falcon, Sporting Owner Drivers 
Club and MCC, whilst apologies were 
received form Bristol MC&LCC and the 
Black Palfney MC. 
 
We are indebted to the late Howard 
Tucker-Peake (Tuck) and John West for 
kick starting our organisation. Item 1 on 
the first agenda read: 
 
“This meeting was called by universal 
agreement in the fear that certain 
proposed changes in government 
legislation could harm our sport of 
Classic Trials, if left unchallenged or not 

presented with sufficient weight of 
backing as in the case of individual 
clubs.” 

Nothing changes! 
 
The next meeting was held at the Swan, 
Tring on the 14th September 1979 and 
this was the first AGM, where Tuck was 
elected chairman and John West vice 
chairman. This was the infamous 
meeting, when the assembled company 
were thrown out of the pub – not, I might 
add, because they were tanked up and 
rowdy – but the landlord suggested they 
leave because they were not drinking 
enough! Simon Woodall was party to 
this and it is significant that he is still 
devoting much time and energy to our 
cause. After the next meeting on the 2nd 
June 1980 there followed a meeting at 
the Crown at Lower Basildon on the 25th 
November. There was then a loss of 
momentum for 12 months, until the next 
meeting was called for the 18th 
November 1981 at the Dursley 
Community Centre. That’s where 
Launceston & North Cornwall MC was 
first represented and I started my long 
association with the ACTC. 
 
Up until that time the association did not 
have banking facilities and this was 
corrected, along with the subscription 
being maintained at £7.50 per member 
club. Officers were elected as follows: 

 
Chairman   John West 
Vice Chairman Simon Woodall 
Secretary and Treasurer   
Martin Halliday 

 
Well that’s enough for the time being, 
but we are most fortunate that there 
were enthusiasts back in 1979 who 
foresaw difficulties with legislation and 
the like and realised that ‘united we 
stand, divided we fall’. Fortunate indeed, 
for us and for the motorsport we hold 
close to our hearts. The only true form of 
motor SPORT. 
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WELL 
DONE 
STROUD! 
 

E arlier in the 
year 
Stroud and 
District 

Motor Club 
responded to an 
article in their local 
newspaper, asking 
for volunteers to 
clean up certain 
local areas. 
 
On the 26th January  
2003 several Stroud members got stuck in and helped to clear large areas of 
invasive scrub. A letter from the National Trust  thanks the club for their tremendous 
efforts. This is an excellent example of how motor clubs can put something back into  
their local area and work with other  rural organisations to produce pleasing results 
for everyone involved.  
 
All classic trials clubs help to keep historic routes open, but mostly this work goes 
unnoticed and  unsung. 
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Holsworthy MC Taw & 
Torridge Classic Trial 

by Tim & Andy Hellings 
 

I ’m sure that I was not the only 
person in the trials community who 
experienced difficulty sleeping on 
Saturday 13th September, because 

on that Sunday the summer break 
finished as the season was about to 
resume with the Taw & Torridge Classic 
Trial. 
 
Sunday morning at 5am and the view 
out of the window was a blanket of 
dense fog. 6:20am and my navigator 
arrived in the trials car, and he was 
equipped with a brand new pair of 
reading glasses. After the usual triple 
check that we had everything on board 
we made our way for the M5 where we 
would head south for a couple of 
junctions to meet with fellow competitor 
Nick Farmer in his MG Maestro, and 
travel to the start. 
 
By the time we had arrived at the West 
Country Inn start venue the fog had 
completely dispersed revealing 
sunshine, and it looked to be a very hot 
day. Not ideal trials’ weather but there 
was a rumour that some sections may 
receive a very local down pour prior to 
the first competitors! 
 
As we had arrived in plenty of time the 
cars were scrutineered and cups of tea 
ordered from the bar. As people entered 
it was time to catch up on any recent 
news. The main conversation seemed to 
be the number of new engines that 
where on show, including one of specific 
interest in David Haizelden’s Golf. It was 
not long before the 96 competitors 
began to leave at their designated times 
towards Leigh Woods and section one. 
 
On entering the woods the ground was 
surprisingly wet. This seemed to please 

the drivers that I spoke to on the way to 
watch the section. The section was still 
reasonably dry and the majority went 
clean. Classes 6, 7 and 8 had a restart 
that was particularly testing on the 
handbrake. Andrew Martin applied the 
handbrake in his Dutton so forcefully 
that a snap could be heard and the 
cable was visibly hanging down under 
the car.  This was soon repaired and did 
not stop him from finishing 1st in class. 
We ran out of grip towards the top of the 
section and had to settle for a 2. 
 
Section 2 was Crossleigh. I have not 
had much luck here in the past, as I 
have always got stuck on the rocky slab. 
Fortunately there is always a first and 
we bounced our way up the section to 
go clean for the first time.  There was a 
small onboard celebration that to a 
spectator may have resembled a fight. 
Several class 7 & 8s did not get away 
from the restart, but all others seemed to 
have no problems. 
 
On the way to Section 3, Gidcott, we 
had the first problem of the day, when 
the MG Maestro pulled over in front of 
us after picking up a badly buckled front 
wheel on section 2. This was quickly 
rectified only to continue up the road to 
find Bill Bennett pulled over with a 
misfire. Again it didn’t take Bill long to 
get going.  Just enough time for a 
sandwich. Thanks Bill. Although Bill 
continued to have problems all day he 
still managed to go clean. Unstoppable. 
 
I do not know the reason but the results 
show that Harvey Waters retired his 
Escort between section 2 & 3. Section 3 
saw all cars go clean, but as Paul 
Allaway entered the section followed by 
David Haizelden someone shouted 
something about navigating and 
women? (No offence intended ladies). 
 
We arrived at Section 4, Langtree 
Common, to join a queue of traffic. A 
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collection of Escorts that were currently 
attempting the section were ending up 
one after another parked in the hedge. 
Phil Sluggett seemed to have done a 
particularly good job of this. This section 
stopped a large number of competitors, 
but we saw good climbs from Paul 
Allaway, David Haizelden, Dick Bolt and 
others. 
 
Section 5, Week Bottom, was an 
interesting climb angled right and 
through the trees into a field. The trees 
don’t allow you much room for 
manoeuvre, as we discovered when 
Andrew Burt in his Subaru Justy went up 
in front of us. As he turned to the right 
you heard a large crunch and the trees 
swayed. On inspection however the 
damage wasn’t too bad. 
 
Section 6, Not Straight Up, was a 
section that I really enjoyed. Again this 
was an angled climb through the woods. 
The section managed to stop a few even 
though it was dry. We managed a 3 
where we disappeared in a plume of dirt.  
Many went clean. 
 
Section 7, Across the Stream, was 
relatively straightforward with a steep 
climb at about the 4 marker. The few 
that dropped marks here only scored low 
marks. Unfortunately the class 4 Beetle 
of John Mildren retired at this point. 
 
Section 8, The Loop. This was one of 
two tight sections that resulted in fails if 
markers were hit and after looking at the 
results, it caused quite a few competitors 
problems across all classes. We made 
our way around the tight section but 
didn’t quite make the climb at the finish. 
 
Section 9, Week Farm has been a real 
test in the past, but due to the dry 
conditions it was surprisingly grippy.  
Most drove the section without 
problems. 
 

 
Section 10, Tuckers Mill.  A straight 
climb up a forest track with a restart for 
all except classes 1 & 2. 50% of the 
Escorts had a problem getting away 
from the restart. An enjoyable climb that 
was good for spectators. Then it was on 
to the first special test of the day. 
 
This test consisted of a down hill start, in 
and out between three cones 360 
degrees around the end cone and back 
through the cones. We arrived behind 
several Escorts and they were having 
great fun doing most of the test 
sideways.  It was nice not to have to 
reverse anywhere. Thanks Holsworthy. 
 
Section 11, Watergate Woods. A stony 
muddy track that caused real problems 
with class 1. On every trial I manage to 
find a section that my Golf just won’t get 
going on. Today it was section 11, and I 
wasn’t the only one. We couldn’t find 
any grip and only made the 7 marker. 
Other class members made the 5 & 2 
marker and one car went clean. I was so 
intent in lining up the way that I wanted 
that I forgot to turn on the fan.  It wasn’t 
long after we left the section that we 
began to overheat. We poured in what 
water we had but we required more. My 
navigator (Dad) wasn’t going to let me 
forget this mistake easily.  
 
Section 12, Pencleave. A narrow 
woodland track that caused few 
problems across the board. 
 
At this point the sections split and the  
motorcycles and class 8 made their way 
to section 13, Devon Yeomanry Butts 
and all other classes continued to 
section 14, Abbots Track. As I attempted 
section 14 that’s the one I will write 
about. Section 14 was the second of the 
tight sections that resulted in fails if 
markers were hit.  Plenty of red tape 
marked the way through the trees. We 
discovered a slow puncture before we 
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attempted the section and Nick Farmer 
helped me change the wheel, while Dad 
went off in search of more water.  When 
we eventually attempted the section all 
went well. Class 7 & 8 seemed to have a 
real problem getting around the tight 
turns. 
 
I can’t be sure because I handed this 
part of the route card in with the 
disclaimer, but I think we did the second 
special test here. It consisted of one 
cone in a reasonably small track that 
you had to 360 around and continue 
straight on to the finish. We made a bit 
of a cock up of it, but David Haizelden 
had fastest time followed by Adrian 
Marfell and Nick Farmer. 
 
Section 15, Henaford. We met a keen 
young marshal at the start of this section 
who told the competitor in front that the 
section was easy, but difficult? We could 
remember it from previous trials and 
opted for high tyres pressures. Weren’t 

we glad we did when we met the rocks 
the section had waiting. Nearly everyone 
went clean. 
 
Section 16, Cutliffe Lane. It’s nice to 
have this one last because as the event 
draws to an end you have one last thing 
to look forward to. We had the best run 
through the gate ever and bounced and 
zigzagged our way to a 5, which is our 
best so far. This then gave us some time 
to see several Escorts disappear up the 
section and over the top. 
 
The tyres were pumped up for the final 
time and we headed back to the West 
Country Inn to sign off.  Congratulations 
to all award winners. Thank you to all 
the marshals and Holsworthy MC for an 
enjoyable well organised trial. 

 
A well deserved break? 

(photo by Tim Hellings) 
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Taw and Torridge Trial 
Sunday 14th September 2003 

by Philip Roberts 
 

W hen I woke and looked out 
of the window it was onto a 
misty scene, which usually 
means that the weather is 

likely to be good for the rest of the day. 
We were not disappointed. I drove to 
pick up my navigator and mechanic 
Roger, from his home in Crediton on the 
way to the start at Kilkhampton. By the 
time we arrived the mist had cleared and 
there was a bright blue sky and plenty of 
sunshine. 
 
Scrutineering was very quick and 
efficient, as was signing on. There were 
no route changes, but a discussion with 
Roger Pole revealed that there may well 
be tyre pressure restrictions on some 
sections. We sat at a picnic bench and 
had breakfast and coffee. 
 
The first section Leigh Woods had been 
changed and instead of a straight blast 
up a dry track there was a deviation off 
to the right though the stream and in a 
loop before joining the main track 
following a 90 degree right hand bend. 
We managed to get a clean. 
 
Second section Crossleigh, that good 
old favourite, a straight climb this year, 
no deviation over the stone hump and 
we were clean. 
 
Next Den Cloak where you drive in past 
the top of the section and get a good 
look at what you are about to do. John 
did this on road tyre pressure as it was 
so dry. We dropped to 15 psi and were 
clean also. 
 
Langtree Common is a section which in 
my 15 or so years of trialling we have 
only managed to clean once. Today was 
to be the second time. We took it slowly 

over the initial humps and bumps and 
then floored it and out we went. Yipee. 
 
Section 5 Week Bottom. We let too 
much air out of the tyres here and just 
bogged down, the engine dying on us. 
First fail of the day.  
 
Not Straight Up was next the second of 
the sections in the woods. Again the 
engine just seemed to die, we presumed 
due to too much grip. Also the clutch 
started to slip. Carried out some 
adjustments while waiting for the next 
section. 
 
At Across the Stream we almost got to 
the top when the clutch started slipping 
again. 
 
On section 8 The Loop we cleared the 
section but hit the 7 marker so failed 
again. Dastardly tight turn around a tree 
which I misjudged. 
 
At Week Farm the clutch finally gave up 
and we had to retire. At this point we 
handed over our reporting 
responsibilities to John Cox with grateful 
thanks.  
 
The following are his words: 
 
Met Phil coming back down the track to 
Week Farm. It seems his clutch has 
given up due to too much “grip”! 
Perhaps he usually uses his back tyres 
as a clutch. Any way Week Farm no 
problem as Beryl seems to be on full 
bore today. At the top we encounter 
Dave Haizeldon throwing around a sump 
guard and manage to escape just before 
Aaron picked up a cow pat. 
 
On to lunch break and diff test in 
Torrington and then Tuckers Mill, a long 
straight climb with a restart. Front 
wheels just inside the box works well for 
us. 
 



13 

 

Beetle Specialist Workshop 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NB: Although the advice is free, If that advice includes buying a product, it would be polite to buy it from us 
Stockists of Superblend Zero Lead 2000 – FBHVC Approved Lead Substitute – Will deliver to most trials 
 

Ballards Place  Eardiston  Tenbury Wells  Worcs  WR15 8JR 
Tel:  01584-881348                                          Fax:  01584-881684 

 
E-Mail:  BSW_HOLDINGS@COMPUSERVE.COM 

I.R.S. Conversions 

Spare Wheel Carriers 

T4 Engines 

Free Advice 

“Next Generation” Parts 

Carburettor Kits 

Oversize Barrels 

Restorations 

Special test completely failed as I 
confuse left & right! Never mind as we 
are not one of the “cleans” in our class. 
Watergate woods immediately 
afterwards not a problem as also 
Pencleave. 
 
Yeomanary Butts again climbed without 
incident due to the dry conditions and on 
to Abbots Track where we are behind a 
Midget. Unfortunately I follow its route 
not realising it is in class 7 or 8! Manage 
the more difficult route (that’s Escorts for 
you) until I cannot get round a tree as 
Beryl is not articulated (yet!) 
 
Finally we roar up through Cutliffe. What 
a lovely fun section as long as you go 
through the gate at the bottom flat out 
with your eyes shut. 
 
A great and well organised trial in 
stunning countryside with marvellous 
weather and good company. Beats 

doing the garden any day. Many thanks 
to the organisers and marshals. 
 
John Cox and Beryl the Purple Peril 
 
And back to Phil.  
 
Thanks John for taking over the reins 
and likewise my thanks also to all the 
organisers and marshals. 
 
The results arrived very quickly by the 
following Friday and I see that John 
finished 7th in class. And 17th overall. Not 
bad considering his sideways attempt on 
Langtree Common, which required the 
Landrover to rescue him from the 
undergrowth. 
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The Exe Valley Trial. 21st 
September 2003 

by Dave Parry 
 

T his was one of those trials that I 
came to late in the day. When I 
thought that I had found myself 
at a loose end for this particular 

weekend, I was about to offer my 
services to Roger Ugalde as a marshal. 
However, Roger beat me to it by about 5 
minutes and phoned up to give me a job. 
Then Dave Turner phoned and said that 
Roger had changed his mind, and that I 
was going to passenger for HIM!. So for 
better or for worse, here we are, and the 
start of my tale of that Sunday. 
 
I expect many of you have seen Dave 
Turner's BMW 318iS and wondered just 
what it is like. I have certainly admired 
the results he has obtained with it. I 
have seen some of his trialling creations 
and have been impressed by them all. 
This one is no exception. Extremely well 
thought out, neatly put together, useful 
little essential extras, comfortable, ultra 
reliable, surprisingly inexpensive to 
prepare and maintain, (plus that 
Kompressor) What more could you ask 
for. I loved it. 
 
Sections begin 
 
This Sunday turned out to be fine and 
warm again, as had so many Sundays 
for weeks previous. It promised to be a 
dry and unforgiving trial. 
 
We left the Cat and Fiddle in hot pursuit 
of Peter Daniels in his big Beetle, and 
headed for section 1, Blind Lane, 
passing Tim and Anne Whellock 
heading in the opposite direction, called 
away on a personal matter. This was an 
easy introduction. Failures here 
amounted to one, and that was not due 
to bad riding. Keith Lee who was out in a 
Fun 500 was clean here. This is an 

extremely pretty little French car, built in 
the style of a buggy. Short on power and 
ground clearance, it could have 
potential. (Next time you see Keith 
trialling a car though, he will be driving a 
class 8 Dellow.) 
 
Section 2 was the old favourite, 
Greenslinch. Brian Mitchell was keeping 
competitors in order here. Not having 
been to Greenslinch for some years, I 
was amazed at just how much it had 
become overgrown. It only caused 
trouble for only two competitors (one 
car, one bike), and we speedily 
dispatched it to a distant memory and 
headed for section 3, Lee Cross. 
 
Here there was a delay due to Simon 
Woodall's Buggy deciding it did not want 
to play, and it promptly unhitched its 
ignition, or something, coming to a halt 
just after the 7 marker. It took some time 
to recover, much to Simon's 
embarrassment, but recovered it was, 
and the Simon and Barbara were soon 
on the road again, with one severely 
chastised Buggy. The tricky bit about 
Lee Cross, especially if your car is a 
touch long in the wheelbase, is the tight 
right-hander immediately before the 
finish. David was in no mood to fail this 
and approached the corner at great 
speed, hand-braking it around for the 
perfect climb. 
 
It always intrigues me that you can start 
a trial at one minute intervals, and after 
a few sections you suddenly find 
yourself the only car on the road. We 
stopped for fuel at Crediton, and then 
did not see another soul until Tipley, 40 
miles further on! 
 
Sections 4 and 5, Blackalders Lane, and 
Oldridge followed each other in the 
same lane. Blackalders was not too bad 
at all, but section 5, Oldridge was quite 
rough from the restart up, the ruts and 
rocks made many drivers wince, not the 



15 

least John Cox who had the misfortune 
to put a rock through his diff! Serious 
repairs were called for, and although he 
managed to get it welded up, John 
eventually ran out of time and was 
forced to retire through lack of marshals. 
A sad end to a brave attempt 
 
A lonesome tour of the Devon lanes led 
us to Tillerton. Sub-divided and a restart 
for the big classes, Tillerton proved no 
problem for the BMW, but was it rough! 
Taken at speed, the rutted slab was truly 
a bone-shaker. It must have been a 
struggle for some class 1 cars but they 
all cleaned it. It certainly gave Tony and 
Penny Chubb the impetuous they 
needed to continue to develop the 
Panda for class 1 trialling. This was also 
Tony's first outing in the driving seat, 
after riding shotgun for many years. 
 
Section 7, Windout could have been 
slippery, but it wasn't, however, the 
restart did catch out quite a few drivers 
even so. 
 
Sections 8, 9 and 10 were all at 
Northwood Farm. Rebels Way was a 
sub-divided climb up a very steep grassy 
slope. The top seemed to have acquired 
some kind of dampness, just before 
classes 8 and 7 arrived. Was it 
something to do with the farmer washing 
the grass to make it look pretty? It did 
seem to upset the applecart for class 8 
though, with only Simon Woodall, and 
Robert Gegg, in his Troll, cleaning. The 
rest of us had a longer run at it, and only 
two cars and two bikes failed. David 
found so much grip that it was 
necessary to back off down by the 4 
marker to stop us going into orbit at the 
top of the rise.  
 
Then it was down and around for the 
special test. The route card warned 
drivers of the danger of being too 
enthusiastic and overshooting line B, as 
the river was waiting to catch the 

unwary! As ever, Northwood was rough. 
I was left bouncing like a ping-pong ball 
in the back whilst Dave twirled the wheel 
like a mad thing, trying to miss the worst 
of the ruts and rocks. And just like a ball, 
bits of me came into contact with the 
harder parts of the rear seating area! 
Mark?  - another section clean. 
 
Tipley. At last we found some fellow 
competitors here. A short wait whilst the 
two class 7 Melos-es and the Tucker 
Imp successfully performed the restart 
test It was then around the corner and 
down to the main road for Lenda Lane. 
No one should have failed this one, 
especially now as it has been surfaced 
(!), but you really do need to look out for 
the water channels. They can give you a 
nasty bump if you hit them too hard.  
 
At the top of the lane we found lots more 
competitors, all waiting for their turn at 
Simms. Quick snatches of lunch were 
grabbed here, and tales told. Not too 
many though, as the queue moved 
along pretty quickly towards the Simms 
holding area. This was evidence of 
either an easy Simms, or efficient 
marshalling. Probably the former, if you 
did not have a restart, but the later was 
also true. 
 
Simms, observed section 12. Dave had 
an interesting choice of tyre pressure for 
Simms. I cannot criticise it, for it worked 
perfectly. I do know that I will remember 
it, for above all it seemed logical, and I 
might need to use it again one day 
myself! Once again I did my ping-pong 
ball impression, my head taking the 
worst of the blows. Quick was not the 
word, as this was without doubt the 
fastest trip I had ever made up Simms.  
 
This must have been THE day for the 
lone class 5 entrant. Plenty of room to 
bounce up and down - no restart - 
perfect. I trust Mr. and Mrs. Biles had an 
elegant drive up Simms. Outside of 
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class 8 there was only one failure in the 
bike classes, and three car failures. In 
class 8 only four cars went clear. Dud 
Sterry, Tony Young, David Forshew, and 
Paul Bartleman. 
 

Onto special test 2, Copse Lane. Nice 
and smooth, and fairly quick. Not a bad 
time. Quick as it is, the BMW is not the 
easiest car to handle in test situations, 
and is therefore at a slight disadvantage. 
 

We are now back on our own again and 
heading for the finish. A thoroughly 
worthwhile day, the Exe Valley Trial ran 
smoothly and to time throughout. It was 
a pity the rain arrived just 24 hrs late, 
what a difference a day would have 
made.  
 

As it turned out I bet there were never so 

many competitors with a clean sheet, 
and no award!!! The special tests 
decided everything. The organisers must 
be complimented on a superb and well 
run event. Our hosts, the Cat and Fiddle 
proved themselves once again up to the 
task, and many stayed on after signing 
off for a snack and a whistle wetter. 
 

Sections end 
 

Footnote. It is many years since I rode 
shotgun on a trial, and I must say after 
all those years of driving, it seems to be 
a real doodle. A first class driver and 
car, no stress, no strain, nothing to worry 
about except reading the route card and 
watching my head. Why did I spend all 
those years driving? No doubt I will 
remember sometime on the 4th of 
October. 

2003 Taw & Torridge and Exe 
Valley Trials 

by Julia Browne 
 

W e had an administrative 
problem on the Saturday 
before the T&T.  At 12.10 I 
realised that the road tax 

on Mike’s XR was out, and all the post 
offices had closed ten minutes earlier.  
There was only one thing for it: I could 
see no point in me footing my way 
embarrassingly around a perfectly dry 
trial, with Mike covering his eyes and 
weeping into his T-shirt at the rampant 
incompetence of it all (you get the idea), 
so I offered him my bike. So it was that 
he left the house for Kilkhampton early 
on Sunday with my XR on the trailer, 
while I left a few hours later on my GS 
with my camera, for the sections at 
Week Farm near Torrington. 
 
Week Bottom, the first short sharp climb 
in the woods, gave very little trouble for 
the solos, although Andy Seward was 
the only outfit to get up clean. The next 

section, Not Straight Up also gave little 
trouble, despite an extremely loose, 
broken up surface. Again, Andy Seward 
was the only outfit to clean this one, by 
virtue of some fairly aggressive riding, 
while most of the solos bounced and 
lurched all the way to the top.   
 
Once all the bikes were through, I 
headed off to the mid-trial halt at 
Torrington for lunch. There, Mike 
reported that he still doesn’t like my XR 
as much as his own, but it was going up 
everything he pointed it at.  Which is 
more than it does for me. 
 
After the lunch halt I rode on to Abbots 
Track (and riding the GS across the long 
grassy field on road tyres was a breath-
holding experience.)  I was interested to 
see the impossibly tight turn out of the 
stream – 180 degrees up a short bank - 
and sure enough only a handful of 
heroes on solos got around. One such 
was Gary Prisk on a 650 Dominator 
(Honda not Norton) which is basically 
more a road bike than a trail bike. This 
was the section that decided the trial. 
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Gary Prisk won class B thanks to Abbots 
Track; neither of the others in class B 
made the turn. Andy Seward dropped 
his only marks here, he didn’t have 
enough lock to make the turn (none of 
the outfits did) but he won Class E, with 
Andy and Anita Petherick 2nd, and 
Trevor Griffiths and Alison Nutt third on 
their first ‘proper’ outing. Class A was as 
hotly contested as ever, eventually going 
on special test times to Andy Skelton on 
his Pampera with Roger Maddever 2nd 
on a TT350, and Paul Wooldridge on a 
KLX300, 3rd. 
 
We taxed Mike’s XR during the week 
and the next Sunday we both left the 
house early and rode down to the Cat & 
Fiddle at Clyst St Mary for the start of 
the Exe Valley Trial. We last rode this 
trial in ’98, I think, and after that we had 
floods, fire and pestilence to stop it 
happening, then when it ran once more 
we were doing something else, but now, 
finally we were all together again. I was 
happy not to have missed the only dry 
trial of the year; like many reptiles I 
enjoy hot, dry weather and this extends 
to green laning and trials. Persuading 
270lbs of XR600 to skim lightly and 
accurately over the top of a bog isn’t a 
science that I’m getting anywhere with, 
but I do understand that your average 
Gas Gas or Serow is unlikely to sink in 
the same way. May be this is why all the 
other guys prefer conditions to be 
horrible.  I guess we all choose our own 
handicaps… Mine is not being able to 
ride, heh heh…   
 
There was a lot of roadwork in trial and 
we covered a large area.  From the start 
we rode to Woodbury Salterton and rode 
a nice inoffensive little section called 
Blind Lane. From here we rode over to 
Silverton and did Greenslinch, again 
nice and inoffensive and then on to 
Bickleigh (nearly home again for Mike 
and me) for Lee Cross Lane. We haven’t 
used this one recently, its legal status is 

in dispute and we are claiming it as 
BOAT, so it was great to be able to 
thrash up it again. My uncle, John 
Uglow, who lives locally and is part of 
the BOAT claim, had got my email and 
had turned out to spectate.  At least I 
didn’t do anything stupid in front of him.   
 
From Bickleigh we rode across the hills 
to Crediton and on to Blackalders Lane 
for the next two sections. I see that Mike 
and I were given 6’s here, for not doing 
the restart. We were obeying the 
routecard, which excused class B from 
many restarts, including the one on 
Oldridge, so I stick by what we did. It 
was a good blast up the two sections 
and I enjoyed it.   
 
We were let off the restart on Tillerton as 
well, but forewarned the marshals that 
we wouldn’t be doing it, so I have no 
argument with the marking! Tillerton 
rode very nicely and we were able to 
bounce up over the rocks. Windout was 
a restart that we did have to do, and I’m 
happy to say that we both cleaned it.  
You may be wondering about that, but I 
once failed Windout on an Exeter Trial 
by trying to ride it with the petrol 
switched off!  I got to the first bend. 
 
Now we were off towards Christow and 
Trusham for Rebel’s Way, a nice short 
progressive climb, which only took a 
couple of prisoners, and then the first 
special test. The UCR continued after 
the special test and got very interesting 
as it turned into section 9, Northwood, 
very twisty and rocky, a lovely climb.  
The restart at Tipley claimed a number 
of solos, and I’m certain I would have 
been one of them if we’d had to do a 
restart.  While we were waiting for the 
next section, Lenda, to open, we could 
hear the early cars struggling with the 
Tipley restart. Lenda was fairly level and 
even and would have made a good 
special test.  And so to Simms. 
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As we rode past the top and down the 
escape road to the foot of Simms, I 
peered briefly down from the top and 
thought how little I would like to ride or 
fall down it.  A reasonably spirited attack 
saw us both clean up Simms, skimming 
over the watered restart slab like a 
couple of flying bricks. As it happens, 
the restart didn’t worry the solos too 
much.   
 
From Simms we started to head back 
towards Exeter, and near Luton we did 
our second special test. The surface 
was very loose and sandy and Mike 
wasted a couple of seconds climbing up 
the bank and back down it, and may 
very well have footed along the way, 
earning himself the 6 penalties he was 
awarded.  I’m puzzled by the 6 penalties 
that I got given. Not worth making a 
protest over, however, because one way 
or another, the win for class B went to 
the right household!   

 
The final section of the day, Waterless 
Lane, was our first sight of real mud, 
however little.  It also had a very sharp 
turn onto the road at the top, but didn’t 
cause many problems.  
 
The overall motorcycle award was won 
by Dick Lidstone, clean all through, class 
A1 went to Luke Blaber, also clean.  
Class E was won by Courtney Yandle, 
passengered by Mark Blaber, yes, 
Luke’s dad, so the whole family must 
have been happy with that!  Paul 
Truscott won A2 and Mike Maddocks 
was given class B.  Class C was won by 
Keith Johnstone 

(Below) Queue for the final special 
test on the Exe Valley   

 

Photo by Julia Browne 
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Adrian Marfell - 
Wheelspin 
champion by 
Simon Woodall 
 

L ike so many 
farmer's sons, 
Adrian learned 
to drive at an 

early age, and by the 
time he was legally 
allowed to drive on Her 
Majesty's highway he 
was well versed in the 
skills needed to coax 
the best out of vehicles 
off the road. He was 
already developing his 
mechanical skills and had identified the 
VW as a favourite base for home made 
fun. As an early convinced petrol-head, 
he was soon earning "that bit extra" by 
assisting local garagiste Chris Williams 
with odd jobs. One of these involved 
assisting Chris in the preparation of a 
Fugitive rail that Chris had entered in the 

1991 Lands End. During this process, 
Chris regaled Adrian with how much fun 
this could be and persuaded Adrian to 
join the MCC and to take part using his 
everyday Beetle. This was the start of 
the love/hate relationship between the 
two. As can be seen, even then Adrian's 

Marfell Spl number 1 at age 15  

The MCC’s favourite car? 

20 

car did not exactly fit the MCC's ideal in 
terms of its presentation. That year, as 
this, was a dry one for the Lands End, 
and like so many novices, Adrian had 
more problems understanding what was 
required than just climbing the sections. 
He was spotted on the event by Phil 
Winnel, then the owner of Stuart 
Harrold's Troll, and clerk of the course 
for the Kyrle. Phil recognised the 
distinctive paintwork and knew that it 
had to be a local car so approached 
Adrian and persuaded him that an entry 
in his local trial should be his next 
competitive move. The tough steep hills 
of the Forest of Dean were a revelation 
after the Lands End, and Adrian was 
well and truly hooked. Running next to 
him on this event was Ian Facey, who 
unconsciously took the novice under his 
wing and gave him a rapid education on 
the secrets of reading a section and car 
positioning.  
 
No sooner had he begun, than the 
demands of further education put a 
damper on further fun, but being at 
college in Plymouth meant that Camel 
Vale was his local motor club, so it was 
not exactly a complete desert. Part of 
the course required Adrian to produce a 
dissertation on a related subject, and a 
practical project. By this time trials had 
become the form of addiction that we all 
recognise, the subject of the dissertation 
was a history of the sport and 
observations on the way the sport was 
organised. A letter to the MCC asking for 
information regarding some of the 
historic hills brought forth no information, 
but a rather terse request not to go near 
any of the hills mentioned. Brian Cope 
on the other hand, contacted as editor of 
the late "Wheelspin" magazine, was very 
forthcoming on matters both technical 
and historic. The practical project, 
inspired by his early exposure to Chris 
Williams’ Fugitive was to be a frame 
special. Not at this time intended as a 
trials car, the wheelbase was set at the 

100 inches that is popular with these 
cars. Even then, Adrian was not a fan of 
the performance provided by VW 
engines, and from the outset the car was 
designed to receive the familiar 2-litre 
Lancia unit. It should be emphasised 
that this car was not constructed from a 
kit, but designed and engineered from 
scratch. In true student style, most of the 
assembly work took place in the car park 
of the college accommodation block, 
with an old camper van acting as 
workshop and everyday transport. 
 
A return to trialling came about with a 
brief foray in to the delights of an Imp, 
but the VW world soon beckoned again 
and a black Beetle was converted into 
the first of his Baja Bugs. The 
shortcomings of the suspension of this 
car prompted a change to the preferred 
"double-joint" style. But before this work 
could be put in hand, a scour through 
the VW press revealed an already 
converted Baja and so a trip to Boston 
with a trailer resulted in a change to the 
familiar blue Alfa-Romeo powered car. 
 
This car proved to be very successful, 
culminating in winning the Pegasus Cup 
in 1998 and the Mike Stephens Cup in 
1999. A new challenge was sought, and 
someone suggested that if the 
wheelbase of the student project car 
was reduced it ought to make a good 
trialler. As this machine had been 
languishing in the back of the garage for 
all but the occasional summer outing, 
chopping it up did not seem so drastic. 
This surgery took place over the 
summer of 1999, and as with all 
projects, it over ran into the autumn, and 
first saw the light of day on the Allen, 
which it went round clear. The following 
year was the inevitable year of finding 
the weak points, with broken gearboxes, 
diffs and driveshafts being 
commonplace.  
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He year ended with consecutive wins on 
the Hardy, Allen and Camel and it was 
clear that a serious attack on the 
championship could be considered.  
 
We all had an enforced layoff in 2001, 
which gave Adrian time to consolidate 
the strength of the car and even find 
time to get married.  
 
Even the wedding had a trials feel to it, 
with the special being pressed into 
service to take the bride and groom from 
church to reception and the reception 
being held in a marquee where the 
surrounding grass as soon churned into 
such a state, that even the bride was 
spotted sporting her trials boots under 
the white dress!  
 
 
 

 
2002 was undoubtedly Adrian's year. 
Overall victories on The Exmoor, 
Exmoor Clouds, Tamar, Hardy and 
Camel were backed up by class wins on 
the Clee Hills, Northern and the Taw & 
Torridge. Plus golds on the Exeter and 
Edinburgh and some sort of score on 
every event, except the Kyrle, at which 
he acted as clerk of the course and his 
worst event of the year - 2nd in class on 
the Allen.This latter was probably 
caused by him changing his passenger 
from one of his regulars in favour of your 
author, with the consequential too much 
rabbit and not enough driving. When 
asked what the high spot of the year 
was, a typically understated reply was 
"No one thing specifically, but the 
support that I got from Tony Young as 
the nerves tightened in the autumn was 
significant". 

Wedding transport  
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A Day with Roger Bricknell  
by Doug Hagerman 

 

T his past spring I was poking 
around in the Classical Gas 
website and realized that I might 
be able to cadge a ride in the 

Edinburgh Trial, since I would be England 
in early October I mailed a request to 
Simon Woodall about this possibility, and 
eventually, after my schedule changed 
and some other stuff happened, it worked 
out that he was able to arrange for me to 
ride as passenger with Roger Bricknell on 
the Exe Valley Trial. This is a report 
about what I found out on my day with 
Roger. Some readers don't know about 
trials, so to start from the beginning: In a 
trial you drive your car or motorcycle up 
narrow lanes and try to avoid getting 
stuck. Penalty points are awarded and 
low score wins. 
 

Of course any sort of activity like this is 
ultimately a social thing, and the personal 
welcome and hospitality that I 
encountered was great. Simon suggested 
a terrific B&B near the start, and on 
Sunday morning I met him and Barbara 
at the Cat and Fiddle pub in Clyst St 
Mary, near Exeter. There was a big 
crowd of cars and people, mostly holding 
coffee cups as they queued up to get 
their car numbers and route sheets. 
Event registration was handled by a 
friendly committee and everybody was 
quite cheerful and optimistic, although I 
did hear someone say that they were 
experiencing pre-event stomach 
nervousness. 26 motorcycles and 46 cars 
competed. 
 

Simon introduced me to Roger and to 
several other people - whose names I've 
forgotten, of course and then it was just 
me and Roger for the rest of the day. The 
trial was sponsored by the Crash Box & 
Classic Car Club, and put on by Roger 
(not the same one), James, Greg, Phil, 

and Ron, each of whom I was probably 
introduced to. 
 

The organizational mechanics of a trial 
are almost exactly the same as for a U.S. 
time-speed-distance road rally. There's 
pre-registration by mail, then on the day 
of the event you get a car number and a 
route sheet. You start on your assigned 
minute and follow the instructions on the 
sheet. Since there's only an overall time 
limit, you don't need to worry about 
staying exactly on speed, but then you 
can't afford to waste time, either. Then at 
the end of the day you meet back at the 
starting point and turn in your car 
numbers and have a drink. Results are 
computed on the spot, but not many 
people stay to the end. Scoring 
complexity is similar to that of a TSD rally 
and takes some time to complete. 
 

The essential ingredient for a classic trial 
is unpaved English lanes. Surprisingly, 
from the American viewpoint, there are 
thousands of miles of public roads in 
England that are only one lane wide. 
Furthermore, they are often bordered on 
both sides by stone walls or high hedges 
so that visibility is extremely limited. This 
is a unique part of driving in the UK and 
has to be coped with by everybody - even 
the access roads to subdivisions and 
grocery stores may be these tiny lanes. 
There is a considerable amount of 
slowing down to peer around comers, 
backing up to a wide spot to allow 
overtaking, and generally pokey driving 
as a result of this road configuration. 
 

In addition, some of these lanes are 
unpaved. Now, averaged across the 
whole country I would say that America 
has many more miles of unpaved roads, 
because in rural areas across the U.S. 
there are huge networks of gravel and 
dirt byways. But these are almost always 
two lanes wide, and in almost all cases 
they are level enough to be graded on a 
fairly regular basis. Except in a few 
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remote mountainous areas like Vermont 
or Colorado, there are essentially no 
single-track public roads in the U.S. And 
none of them have the high walls or 
hedgerows seen in England. And, then 
finally, some of these public lanes go 
straight up the sides of mountains. 
"Unsuitable for motors" is a fairly common 
sign, although exactly what these roads 
ARE suitable for is an open question. 
 

I was instructed to get over which ever 
wheel was spinning--which is hard to 
know because you can't see them from 
inside--and to bounce up and down like 
crazy if we stopped forward motion. The 
idea is that by bouncing you will cause the 
tire to catch and pull the car out of 
whatever hole you've sunk into. I practised 
bouncing a few times, but because of the 
dry conditions it wasn't needed in most of 
the sections…….. 
 

Another thing I saw was a determination 
amongst the successful competitors to not 
give up during the event. For example we 
came upon Paul Bartleman, who came in 
4th in class 8, with his car’s axle out and 
being hammered on and later when we 
came up to them near the end of the event 
they had the half-shaft up on a post and 
were bunging on it with full abandon! They 
finished the event, and so did Simon even 
though an ignition problem caused him 
problems early on. So it's probably like 
anything else worth doing: Never give up! 
 

So anyway, to make a long story just a bit 
longer, our event went smoothly from start 
to finish. We, or I should say I (speaking 
as navigator) got a bit lost at the famous 
"continue to T where straight on" 
instruction, very similar to the road rally 
"straight as possible at T" instruction 
encountered sometimes here in the U.S. 
We had no problems in any of the 
sections in the morning, even on Rebel's 
Way which looked suspiciously wet but 
wasn't too slippery from the class 7 
starting point. Roger was concerned that 

we might be penalized on Tipley, but my 
efforts at bouncing got us out of the restart 
hole in time - or maybe it was Roger's 
driving. Simms was OK (other than being 
scary because of its steepness), but it was 
obvious that the class 8 cars would have 
trouble at their unique restart location. 
Roger cautioned me to be ready for 
vigorous bouncing on Waterless Lane, but 
it was only surface mud, nothing very 
deep, and we really just motored up it 
cleanly. I was warned that he would make 
it all look easy, and he did! 
 

Then finally, we lost the event in the 
Copse Lane special test. It was very short, 
just a burst forward for a few yards to a 
line, then reverse, then forward through 
the exit gate. Roger had a bit of trouble 
selecting reverse, which hardly seemed 
noticeable to me at the time, but he was 
quite concerned about it. Sure enough, in 
the final results there were 14 cars with 
clean sheets so the event was decided on 
special test times. Our total was 32.3 
seconds, but Nick Farmer had 32.0 
seconds in his class 1 car so we ended up 
second overall. We did manage to take 
the team award along with David Turner 
and David Heale, both in class 3 cars. 
Congratulations to Nick! And Roger! 
 

Overall this was the most fun I've had in 
cars. Well, in cars where driving is 
involved. Or whatever. In any case, I must 
say that observed trials is really a uniquely 
English sport, partly because of the 
special character of your rural public 
lanes, partly because of your awesome 
cars, and partly because of the general 
English acceptance of eccentric sporting 
events. Trials people are friendly and the 
surroundings beautiful. And their cars are 
cool. I seriously hope to be able to 
arrange another trip over there to take part 
in a trial where there's some good, deep 
mud!  
 

Thanks Simon, Roger, and everybody 
else involved! 
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MGCC Midland Centre 
Autumn Trial  21ST September 
2003 
 

A nother nice day out in the 
countryside for our triallers, this 
time in Warwickshire.  Not 
what we usually expect for a 

mud-plugging sport, but very pleasant, 
and a nice end to this fantastic summer. 
 
In spite of the dry conditions we still 
managed to stop you zooming over the 
top of all the sections, the best score 
was 19 over 24 sections or hills, and we 
did not need a special test to sort out 
ties. We (the organising team of the 
Midland Centre) hope you enjoyed the 
day and hope to see you at our future 
events. 
 
The attached provisional results give the 
details, but the highlights were as 
follows:- 
 
Best M.G. (and lowest overall) was 
Micheal Weeks (Midget) with a score of 
19. He wins the Allen Trophy. Well 
done! 
 
Best non M.G. was Harry Butcher (V W 
Special) with 20 points lost. 
 
The alternate Best Pre-War M.G. and 
The Autumn Cup was won by Peter 
Green’s Cream Cracker MG PB, this 
time driven by son-in-law Andrew Taylor.  
Our thanks to Peter for letting us watch 
his famous old car in action on the hills. 
 
The class awards were as follows:- 
First in Class 2 was Scott  Rayson (A7) 
who just managed to beat the cars 
owner – David Dye- by 2 points. 
 
Richard Tomkins was first in the 
combined classes 1,3,4&5 in his Imp, 
and David Bowlas was first in class 6a 
(standard Spridgets). 

 
In the trials prepared Midgets Peter 
Manning just missed the premier award 
by 2 points for 2nd in class. 
 
Then in class 7a, we had the only tie 
between Charlie Williams and John 
Looker both in V W’s and both with 24 
points lost, however after working out 
the index Charlie wins the Non-Expert 
Award, leaving John to be first in class.  
In class 7b, Ian Ramsay (Marlin) had the 
best score and so gets first in class.  (we 
were going to combine classes 7b and 
8, but as Harry Butcher won the Best 
Non MG award it became unnecessary 
and fairer not to). 
 
The other awards were on Index of 
Performance and are as follows:- 
 
Best Novice (not winning any award 
before) Neil Sherry (AHS) 
 
Best Non-Expert (not winning a 1st class 
award in a trial before) Charlie Williams  
(V W) 
 
Best Lady Nicola Butcher (VW)    Again!! 
 
Thanks again for supporting this event, 
either as an entrant or as a marshal – 
both are as important, and we hope to 
see you at our next trial which will be the 
Spring Trial on  21st  March 2004, 
hopefully at Lintridge Farm, near 
Ledbury. 
 
 
Brian Osborn – Clerk of the Course  
Leck Zakrzewski – Secretary  of the 
Meeting;   
Malcolm Garratt – Chief Marshal 
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MGCC Autumn 
Trial photos by  
P Hipkiss 
 
 
 
Marlins at play! Ian & 
Alex Ramsey watched by 
Alan Lewis 

 
 
 
 
Richard & Mark 
Tomkins exit the 
Bomb Hole 

 
 
 
 
John Looker 
powers his way 
to 1st in class 
7a 
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Edinburgh Trial 
photos on 
Bamford 
Clough  by 
Jonathan 
Toulmin 
 
 
 
Peter & Jim 
Mountain, Dellow  
Mk 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sid Hill, BSA 

 
 
 
 
 
Roger Ashby 
& John Tinley, 
Matchless G12 
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Geoff Hodge & 
Geoff Spencer, 
RDT Special 

 
 
 
 
Terry Ball & Ken 
Martin, VW Beetle 

 
 
 
Colin Marshal & 
David 
Grimwood, 
Liege Sports 
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The Edinburgh Virgin 
by Myke Pocock 

 

B efore the more dubious 
members of the classic trialling 
brigade (nominations in a plain 
envelope please) go through 

this tome with a fine tooth comb in the 
hope of finding the phone number of 
eligible talent from North of the Border, 
this is actually a tale of virgin talent 
(debatable) within the classic trialling 
world. 
 
As an active member of Fell Side Auto 
Club, it was inevitable that I would be 
introduced to classic trialling even before 
the club organised the first Northern 
Classic Trial, that has developed into an 
integral part of the ACTC Trials 
Championship. This introduction was 
totally due to the exploits of Martin Willis, 
Club Secretary and Chris Veevers, Club 
Equipment Officer who both acquired 
ready converted trials machinery and 
started to compete in a variety of ACTC 
events. To further wet my appetite, Chris 
provided me with a quantity of trials 
videos that have subsequently been 
viewed on God knows how many times.  
 
With my interest at a high, my first 
competitive entry into the inner sanctum 
of classic trialling involved an entry in my 
JC Midge on a mini club trial at Eden 
Hall, which will be familiar to hardened 
Northern Classic competitors. 
Unfortunately, all I managed to achieve 
was comprehensive damage to the 
plywood and aluminium bodywork, 
reorganisation of the handbrake 
mechanism and the very un-technical 
removal of the silencer guard via the 
application of a carelessly discarded 
rock! All this was achieved on one, 
short, section by the application of one 
very heavy right foot and the introduction 
of copious quantities of the red mist 
disease, that is known to afflict 

competition drivers on occasions! Be 
very honest with yourself and, if you 
must, secretly admit to the number of 
times this has occurred to you. 
 
This occurrence was to implant the 
seeds of potential alternative competitive 
transport (or to put it another way, 
another car for competition) in the mind 
of my better half. The next important 
element in my conversion to a trials 
competitor involved a club PCA where, 
once again I was using my Midge and 
travelling across the field at a not 
inconsiderable rate of knots with ‘er 
indoors acting as passenger. This 
prompted a comment from the trouble 
and strife along the lines of “You can’t 
do this too much or you will damage the 
car again”. This coming shortly after 
spending about £100 to repair the 
previous damage was music to my ears.  
 
There followed intensive investigation on 
the availability of a suitable Skoda 
Estelle, the decision on the exact type of 
vehicle based on observing Chris and 
Martin’s cars and the relative lack of 
green backs!! 
 
Eventually only two vehicles were 
identified, one at £500 and in Milton 
Keynes and the other residing in 
Anglesey and at a slightly more 
affordable £75. This was the one for me 
and without prior viewing apart from an e
-mailed photo it was collected and driven 
up to the wilds of Cumbria. 
Subsequently I discovered that if you 
know where to look there are plenty of 
Estelles around, some even free. 
 
All this occurred last December and 
there then followed an intense few 
months of repairs and conversion into a 
classic trials weapon. In addition to the 
advice given by Martin, (who trials an 
Estelle) and Chris (who used to trial the 
ex Simon Robson ‘Excalibur’ Estelle, 
until it died of terminal chassis fatigue) 
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many thanks are due to Simon himself 
for advice on a number of occasions, 
Adrian Booth and Dave Nash who both 
spoke at length on the phone to me, 
Mark Shipton for his e-mailed 
information and Stuart Harold for his 
advice on hydraulic handbrakes. My 
apologies to anyone who I have 
forgotten. I know that I received 
information on SU manifolds but have 
mislaid the sender’s name. 
 
Conversion included all the usual 
strengthening and underbody protection 
necessary but also included a CO2 
cylinder, all new brake lines and 
flexibles, the 136 Rapide engine from 
Martin’s car, as he fitted Excalibur’s 
engine into his, and numerous other bits 
and pieces. I would definitely 
recommend, if possible, that anyone 
contemplating trialling should carry out 
their own conversion work as I feel that I 
know just about every nut and bolt on 
the car having removed and refitted 
almost all major components. Mind you, 
I do get as much enjoyment in building 
as I do from competing. Apart from an 
engine fault that just about caused me to 
throw in the towel until I discovered what 
it was, the Edinburgh beckoned ever 
closer.  
 
I needed to put in some form of 
competitive miles and searched out a 
few Northern Classic sections from past 
years and a few that we had decided not 
to use previously. Despite giving them a 
good try it still wasn’t extending the car 
with hardly any underbody contact to 
christen the one new skid plate that 
hadn’t come from Simon’s car.  
 
Nothing for it then but to hatch a devious 
plan to organise a mini classic trial in the 
guise of a testing trial for club members 
to try out their mounts prior to the start of 
the Autumn season. In reality, of course, 
this was to be my way of trying out 
Baldrick, as my car has come to be 

named. Despite our club including 
amongst its members such trialling 
worthies as Derek Reynolds, Tony 
Branson and John Bamber to name but 
a few, holidays and car problems meant 
that we only managed to get five entries. 
Unfortunately at £2 per car to the 
landowner, he wasn’t about to make an 
instant decision to retire to an off shore 
tax haven on the proceeds, so the 
competition was cancelled. 
Consequently the only pre Edinburgh 
competition was to be a club gymkhana 
and whilst it was a bundle of laughs, it 
didn’t exactly stretch the car, driver 
combination. 
 
Having sent in my application, I had a 
nervous wait to see if I had got an entry 
on the trial. Along with Martin and Chris, 
it was decided that we would enter as a 
team with our respective better halves 
as passengers. After much 
consideration we agreed on Team 
Hernia as the name. No prizes for 
guessing why. I used the car regularly to 
get some miles in and to tune myself to 
the well-known nervous handling that 
can afflict Estelles that have jacked up 
suspension and no anti-roll bar. Tyre 
pressures were also experimented with 
as they can have a marked effect on the 
handling at speed as well. Every slight 
squeak and rattle was exaggerated in 
my mind into something terminal. 
 
With just over a week to go, Martin’s car 
sailed through the MOT but Chris was 
starting to loose the battle with serious 
chassis rot, seemingly discovering more 
and more as he progressed from front to 
back. We even cancelled the club 
monthly business meeting on the 1st 
October to give him and his trusty band 
of helpers more time but on visiting him 
at home he had, reluctantly, to admit 
that the dreaded tin worm had won the 
day and Team Hernia was effectively 
defunct. How sad. 
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Friday was taken off work to carry out a 
few final checks, load up with tools and 
spares and grab some shuteye before 
setting of for Martin and Irene’s for the 
journey down to Tamworth. A brief visit 
to the motorway services for a dash of 
LRP for Martin didn’t go exactly to plan 
as the pump dispensed all of £1:50’s 
worth then ran out. All was running well 
apart from a detached rear light lead that 
I had probably knocked off earlier whilst 
doing my final checks. 
 

We finally arrived at the Moto Services 
at about 11:30 and parked in exactly the 
same place as last year when I 
passengered for Chris in the Beetle. 
Perhaps we should choose another spot 
next year, as we were afflicted with more 
car problems. Last year saw us spend 
hours sorting out a carb problem on the 
VW, whilst this year had us changing a 
noisy drive shaft and bleeding the soft 
brakes on Martin’s steed.  
 

We were joined by John and Tom 
Bamber in their Austin Grasshopper and 
Mike Telford with Alan Smith, not in 
Mike’s Nipper Special as expected but 
in, I believe an Austin Saloon. Later on 
we spied Derek Reynold’s Daff arriving 
in grand style on the back of a low 
loader. Now I thought that was a bit OTT 
for car transport to a trial, until it 
transpired that the charging circuit on 
the Daff had gone AWOL. He did 
however manage to affect a repair of 
sorts allowing him to compete all day. 
After a quick visit to scrutineering and a 
further unsuccessful attempt to get a bit 
of shuteye it was time to set off at 4:11 
on my first ever trial.  
 

All the planning and construction was 
over and this was it. The nervous energy 
was at peak level to say the least. My 
navigator had been primed with a few 
armchair sessions on how to interpret 
the road book instructions and off we 
set. Unfortunately we only reached the 
petrol station, as Martin discovered that 

the replacement drive shaft was even 
worse than the original. Nothing for it but 
to go through the process again which 
was accomplished in about 35 minutes, 
after about a metre or so of gaffa tape 
was deftly applied to a split drive shaft 
boot.  
 

Some hour or so later we arrived at 
observed section 1, Agnes Meadow, to 
join a queue of 5 or 6 cars waiting in the 
dark. This was finally it, expectations at 
an all time high, and with adrenaline 
working overtime the tyre pressures 
were dropped on Martin’s advice and we 
crept forward until I was sitting on the 
line ready for the off. Fortunately the 
marshal pointed out that we were not 
required to do the deviation to the right 
that some other classes were required to 
do. We were off and cleaned it with no 
problems as everyone else did I have no 
doubt. Remember however that this was 
my first section ever, so what a feeling of 
elation. After a quick re-inflation of the 
tyres and a few words we were off cross
-country to Clough Wood for the second 
section as dawn was just breaking 
through. 
 

Whilst I can remember the track into 
Clough Wood, I have a mental block for 
the section so it was then on to the 
holding control for observed section 3, 
Wigber Low. After a very short wait we 
were off to the section and straight up 
with no delays and little problems on the 
actual section. Whilst my good lady was 
installed on the back seat for all 
sections, she had a cushy day of it, as 
there was no need to bounce at any time 
through the day. Once again a brief 
interlude for tyre inflation then we were 
off to the breakfast halt. By this time 
both the boss and me were looking 
forward to a well-earned meal as we had 
last eaten at 5 the previous afternoon. 
After parking up in a very full car park 
and signing in only a few minutes over 
our scheduled time, not bad considering 
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our previous delay at Tamworth, we 
attempted to order breakfast, only to be 
told that some were waiting for a good 
hour. However Martin and Irene were 
offered some tickets that had been 
returned by previous competitors who 
had run out of time and patience. Their 
meals came in about 10 minutes 
enabling Martin to bleed the brakes once 
again.  
 

Ours finally arrived with about 15 
minutes to go when we were seriously 
considering giving it a miss. Don’t think 
the boss would have been too chuffed at 
that thought though! Last year there was 
a wait of about 30 minutes but I 
understand that the problems this time 
round were caused by staff shortages. 
Considering the income that the trial 
must generate for the pub they really 
must get their act together or loose out. 
Mind you, I am not the one who would 
have to try and arrange an alternative 
venue. In addition the poor toilet facilities 
had not improved one jot from last year. 
Just how much does a couple of 
Portaloos cost to hire? 
 

The road book indicates a 29-mile cross-
country drive to sections 7 & 8, Putwell 1 
& 2, which I thoroughly enjoyed. After 
the 2CV in front of me attempted to set 
off from the start line with difficulty I 
moved up for the off only to be 
requested to move a few inches further. 
No chance! Plenty of revs but exactly no 
movement. Reverse back a few feet and 
try again. This was the only time 
throughout the whole day that I 
remember generating a good quantity of 
tyre smoke. Still no luck so it was back a 
few more feet, try again and this time the 
marshal accepted my position. After all 
this my thoughts were that I had little 
chance to get off the line but with a few 
revs on and a deft and delicate 
application of the clutch peddle we were 
away in good style and cleaned the 
section.  

Whilst the special test wasn’t going to 
test the brain cell understanding just 
how to do it, start at line A and finish 
astride line B, the intervening bend 
looked decidedly tight from the start line 
but proved to be no problem.  
 
After a mile or so over farm tracks we 
were once again back on to tarmac and I 
suddenly detected a strange noise, 
which quickly got worse. Suspecting 
initially some form of bearing failure, 
parking up by the roadside indicated that 
it was in fact a flat near side rear. Whilst 
I attended to this Martin investigated a 
noise of his own and discovered a well-
bent rim. We moved into a convenient 
parking area and whilst Martin changed 
his wheel, I changed my other rear as 
my spares were 155s and those on the 
back were 165s. With all this done we 
were once again mobile and in fine form 
to tackle the famous Litton Slack.  
 
Unlike last year when there must have 
been a good 25 cars waiting, this time 
we had little time to drop pressures 
before it was time to play. Now I know 
that this year was an easy one in 
comparison to some but such is the 
notoriety of Litton that negotiating the 
rocks half way up and shooting out of 
the top and on between the gateposts 
had me whooping with delight. Childish? 
Yes. The simple and uncomplicated 
pleasures of life. Once Martin arrived I 
must have gained temporary blindness 
as I proceeded to park in a lay by which 
was clearly marked ‘MCC, No Parking’. 
 
Once again my memory deserts me and 
Black Harry is just a name with no 
recollections apart from remembering 
we stopped after the end to attend to 
tyres again. It was here also that there 
appeared to be a meeting of the Mk 1 
Escort Owners Club such were the 
numbers around. Unlike last year, the 
SO, L and R boards that were around in 
quantity were a great help, always 
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confirming our interpreted directions, 
but nice to have none the less. I 
enjoyed Great Hucklow and the special 
test for no particular reason apart from 
the fact that it needed to be driven with 
care, with all those loose and large 
rocks around. Perhaps the restart could 
have been positioned just around the 
bend to make it a bit more difficult, but 
Martin reported that when it is damp it 
is a totally different prospect for class 4. 
 
We then had a brief drive to the control 
at the Gliding Club where it was nice to 
see Don Dalton officiating in the car 
park, back in the trials fold after his 
recent health problems. Mind you, he 
had really drawn the short straw as it 
was blowing a chilly wind across the car 
park whilst his good lady, Eileen, had 
the cosy job in the clubhouse. After a 
quick cuppa and a half-hour’s rest we 
set off out of the car park, but came 
across Mike Telford repairing a problem 
with the back axle on his Austin. We 
gave him a little assistance then 
proceeded to Haggside where even 
making the start of the section could be 
entertaining on a damp day.  
 
This was another section that I enjoyed, 
particularly the top part, where I needed 
to be on good form to miss all the big 
rocks and negotiate the hairpin bends. I 
managed to put a small kink in a front 
wheel, rim which was deftly repaired 
with what Simon Robson classes as “a 
rim re-modelling tool” or more precisely, 
a two pound lump hammer. I was 
delighted with the way my hydraulic 
handbrake was performing but only the 
final results will confirm if I made all the 
restarts correctly. 
 
Once more, memory deserts me and 
my only particular recollections of the 
remaining sections were grounding on 
the raised manhole covers on the entry 
to Old Longhill, despite the road book 
warning me and then catching up with 

and following a particularly evil 
sounding 2CV for the last few miles. 
Once again, with a bit of dampness 
things could have been so different. I 
have to admit to feeling a little bit lost at 
the end of Calton as my first trial was 
almost over. Despite the easy nature I 
had enjoyed it immensely and look 
forward to the possibility of competing 
again next year. 
 
The drive back, in convoy with Martin 
and some others, to the Bull I’Th Thorn 
was uneventful and after signing off, the 
pint and a good crack with Martin, 
Irene, Tony, Sally, Derek and Fred - 
enjoyable and amusing. There looked 
to be many golds claimed including 
mine, so it remains to be seen if all the 
marshals see my perceived success in 
the same way. 
 
Following the evening meal and a good 
nights sleep we travelled home in 
convoy with Martin and Irene but had a 
few stops on the way to investigate a 
slight misfire on their car, which was 
eventually corrected with the extremely 
complicated process of waggling a few 
wires. As the competition progressed 
throughout the Saturday and on the 
way home on Sunday my car was 
running better and better, the only 
problem to be investigated and sorted 
is a slightly distorted sump guard. 
 
Whilst I would love to do another trial as 
soon as possible, work commitments, 
distance and money will probably 
conspire to prevent me from going out 
to play until the Clee Hills, a totally 
different proposition I am 
informed……………... 
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A Dusty 2003 Edinburgh Trial 
by Paul Allaway 

 

W ith two weeks from the Exe 
Valley Trial to the 
Edinburgh the Front Wheel 
Drive Allstars Team had its 

evenings taken up with reshelling Mike's 
Golf and fitting an air-compressor 
system on Dave's Golf. The Allaway 
Astra was left untouched but acquired a 
new navigator for the Edinburgh Trial, 
my sister Elizabeth. Elizabeth had been 
given some coaching on the finer points 
of trials’ navigating by Tina and Rachel, 
who suggested that she bring as little 
equipment as possible to keep the car 
light. With this in mind Elizabeth turned 
up on Friday 3rd October at 7pm with 
what appeared to be the weekly 
shopping. This presented a major 
problem, how do we get the shopping 
round the Edinburgh Trial without 
penalising the Astra?! Perhaps we could 
form a human chain of marshals up 
each section to pass the shopping to the 
top before the Astra left the bottom or 
perhaps we could just eat it all before 
the first section! 
 
Anyway off we all set for the Tamworth 
start. Having reached the Strentham 
Services on the M5 we stopped for a 
cup of tea and Dave's Golf collected a 
puncture in the car park. With the Golf’’s 
wheel changed we reached Tamworth at 
about 11pm and made our way to our 
rooms for a little shuteye. With everyone 
awake again at 4am it was time to 
scrutineer and sign on. After a little light 
refreshment we left the start at around 
5am, with the run to Agnes Meadow. 
Dawn was breaking when we reached 
Agnes Meadow and for my sister her 
first observed section. I only dropped the 
tyre pressures a little on the Astra and 
we drove up the section easily. I then 
turned to my sister, who was gripping 
her route card clipboard so tight her 

knuckles had turned white, and asked if 
that was OK, she replied rather 
breathlessly "I think so, on a scale of 1 
to 10 what was that like?" "1 I replied". 
"Bloody hell" was her reply. 
 
With Elizabeth released from the 
clipboard we made our way to Clough 
Woods and found Nick Farmer and Tim 
Hellings watching the cars leave the 
start and Nick was congratulated on 
winning the Exe Valley Trial outright. We 
watched a number of cars leave the start 
including Nick and Tim. Tim 
unfortunately ran out of grip a few yards 
from the start and collected a fail. The 
Allstars team completed this section and 
made off for Wigber Low. Tyre 
pressures were adjusted at the holding 
control, just before the section to reduce 
holdups at the start. Unfortunately the 
Allaway Astra collected a puncture after 
the section ends board on the way to the 
field at the top. Since we were about an 
hour early at this point we waited in the 
field and were joined by a number of 
other competitors who found the way 
blocked by errant cows. Eventually we 
all arrived at Bentley Brook for breakfast, 
at our allotted time we left for Putwell 1 
and 2. 
 
The Putwell 1 restart provided me with 
much concern, as my restart was not as 
clean as it could have been and until the 
results appeared I was not convinced I 
got away OK. Putwell 1 took its toll on 
class 1, as 9 cars failed this section. In 
between Putwell 1 and 2 was the first 
special test which I managed to perform 
correctly and in a reasonable time. The 
fastest time here was set by Roger 
Bricknell in 11.5seconds. Trialling 
legend, Dudley Sterry, was seen sitting 
comfortably at the restart of Putwell 2, 
flag in hand. 
 
After the large rocks of Putwell 2 it was 
time to inflate the tyres and have a quick 
look at the superb view from the top of 
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the hill down into the valley. The descent 
from Putwell 2 provided an interesting 
occurrence, when an Aberdeen Angus 
blocked our path. First car on the road 
was Dave's Golf, whose navigator was 
reluctant to approach the beast to ask it 
to move, so Dave got out and if you've 
ever watched Crocodile Dundee, where 
he hypnotises the buffalo it was nothing 
like that! Dave started talking to it and 
after a while it became quite evident that 
the Aberdeen Angus got bored with this 
and walked off, allowing the trial to 
continue. 
 
Next on the list was Litton Slack and an 
indication of how dry the event was was 
the lack of competitors waiting to start 
the section. We drove straight down to 
the start area and reset our tyre 
pressures for an easy ascent of this 
notorious section. With Litton Slack 
dispatched it was onto Great Hucklow 
and special test 2. Special test 2 allowed 
Tony Young and his VW Special to win 
the John Tucker-Peake Cup and the 
event outright by being fastest on this 
test, with an amazing 9.7 secs. As for 
myself I failed to get my braking distance 
right and produced a rather slow 12.7 
secs. After the test we drove straight 
onto the Great Hucklow observed 
section and made our way to the restart 
box. With the car placed to the right of 
the box this year, it was an easy climb 
out over the stones to another clear. Still 
running on high pressures we all made 
our way to the gliding club's clubhouse 
for a mid-trial break. 
 
Suitably refreshed we made our way to 
Haggside passing the hidden police 
speed camera, just before the entrance 
to the hill. I have to express my dismay 
at the way the start had been laid out on 
this hill making front wheel drive cars 
start right up against a rock step. In fact, 
the Citroen in front of us needed six 
bodies to push it over the start line to get 
it away up the hill, so steep was the 

ledge. Mike Collins didn't drop the tyre 
pressures enough and didn't get away 
cleanly and was given a fail. 
 
Next on the list was Old Long Hill 
reached by travelling through a quarry. 
There was a small queue of cars waiting 
to do this section and I have to say the 
most difficult part of the section was 
getting onto it. 
 
You can't do a trial these days without 
somewhere along the line meeting John 
and June Blakely who were presiding 
over the start of Haydale. After a brief 
chat with John it was up the section and 
onto Calton. On reaching Calton we 
found Nick Farmer and his Maestro in 
disarray. The Maestro had died and was 
resisting all attempts to revive it. Tim 
Hellings who had not such a good day 
gave up his chance of being a finisher to 
help Nick. Nick eventually got the car 
going after the hill had closed but made 
it to the finish to sign off and collected a 
silver medal. 
 
At the finish the Allstars team was met 
by a beaming Adrian Tucker-Peake who 
claimed his second Triple, his first being 
achieved in a Ford Pop twenty three 
years ago. Many thanks to Andrew 
Brown as well, who came over and 
congratulated us all on taking the Team 
Championship. Emma Flay's run to a 
Triple award made her father Terry 
Flay's trip from Devon the previous 
evening all worthwhile. Greg and Karen 
Warren did a superb job all year 
collecting a Triple and the Baddeley 
Award for the best performance by a car 
on all three MCC events. 
 
Footnote: Giles Greenslade won a Triple 
as well! 
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Edinburgh 2003 
by Mike Pearson 

 

I t started on Falcon’s Murray’s March 
Hare Trial in March when I 
persuaded my daughter and her 
husband to come and marshal for 

our classic trial.  At the end of the day 
Judith was suggesting that she would 
like to have a go again at trialling, as she 
had not taken part for nine years, as her 
job prevented her from doing so.  At that 
time she was driving a Beetle. After 
consulting my regular passenger, I 
invited Judith to navigate for me in my 
open car on the Edinburgh at which I 
had an enthusiastic reply YES. 
 
Leaving home on October 4th at 12.15 
a.m. I wondered if she was still as 
enthusiastic. Making our way to 
Tamworth for the start, we got 
scrutineered, signed on and noted the 
amendments on our route card. Having 
had a coffee and a hot chocolate we did 
not have much change for our pocket 
out of a five-pound note. Heading of 
towards our first section Agnes 
Meadow, there was a deviation, for our 
class at the start of the section. With the 
dry weather, we had no problems here. 
 
Next section was Clough Wood, this 
was quite rough, especially the lower 
half, however it did not cause us any 
problems. Having attempted the section 
on 18psi. I decided to continue on the 
road at that pressure, and for the rest of 
the trial. 
 
On reaching the holding control for 
Wigber Low we had approximately 25 
cars in front of us, but they departed in 
two or threes quite quickly, then came 
our turn and down to the section, each 
year I can not remember too much about 
this section, but we climbed it ok. On 
towards Bentley Brook, as we 
approached the area we realised we 

must find some where to park to loose a 
little time, this is where I noticed Judith 
having a quiet doze, (lost some of her 
stamina).  On arriving at our scheduled 
time we were instructed where to park, 
we then made our way to the control, 
with our card where we had to stand and 
wait for around 7minutes, as the control 
clock was slow, we didn’t order a 
breakfast as it looked chaos, and we told 
they were running very late.  Out on 
scheduled time and onto Putwell 1 not 
many in front of us, every one clear 
including ourselves and we proceeded 
to  Special Test 1 can’t help having a go 
at these, I don’t think I disgraced myself 
with 13.7.  Putwell 2, straight forward 
climb and got of the restart.  (Both of 
these sections seemed rougher than I 
can remember from previous years). 
 
The weather by this time was a glorious 
autumn morning, blue sky, lovely 
sunshine but chilly wind especially in the 
open top cars a little parky around the 
ears. Next section Litton Slack hoping 
that we would get to the start with no 
problems, which we did, and then 
climbed to the top of the section steering 
the course that I wanted, rather than 
where the car wanted to go, as is 
normally the case.  Probably the easiest 
climb to the top of this section I’ve ever 
had. ‘Great’. 
 
Great Hucklow, special test 2, again 
just had to have a go. Section, got off 
the restart OK and up the slope, not as 
rough as I remember, has someone 
done some work on it? On to the Gliding 
Club, very wind swept but I suppose 
that’s why it’s in that position.  The 
catering facilities at the control were very 
welcoming and very well organised, the 
food was good and a very welcome hot 
drink, good value too.   
 
Straight down to Bamford and almost 
immediately up the section, the 
notorious slab was preceded by a climb 
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A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN ULTRABURN UNIT NOW 

 
AVAILABLE FROM 

 
R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 

 
Main Distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 

onto it, almost like a mountain, very 
rough all of the way up, glad we were 
not attempting it in a saloon car. 
Haggside as usual a superb hill, views 
from the top magnificent. 
 
By this time I’m thinking to myself, there 
must be a sting in the tail somewhere, I 
didn’t have to wait long to find it. Arriving 
at Corkscrew, low and be hold a queue 
of cars, (they were down below the gate 
into the house on the left), we slowly 
made our way to section start, 
wondering what was waiting for us round 
the corner.  Started up the section, 
which was very wet and slippery, round 
the corner and there in front a huge hole 
and a restart.  Driver had brain failure, 
front wheels in the wrong place, and 
going nowhere. Fail. Dropped back three 
yards, and drove out of the section, ‘oh 
dear’. 
 
Haydale a nice hill, but too dry this year 

and not really a challenge, but I know 
from when I marshalled this hill, when 
wet, it can be a stopper. Calton this year 
no problem, the restart was dry, but 
when wet can also be difficult.  From this 
section it was a short distance to the 
finish and signing off. 
 
Talking to other drivers most had similar 
experience to ours, but some had 
managed to complete with no failures, 
well done to them. By this time daughter 
Judith was making it known that she 
wants to compete as a driver again, so 
does this mean I’ve got to start work on 
another vehicle, or perhaps navigating 
for her, or offer my services for 
marshalling. 
 
Thanks to the organisers, to all of the 
marshals, for with out them the event 
would not take place, and to everyone 
involved in the organisation. A superb 
trial, as usual. 
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THE MOTORCYCLE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

H ello…..yes……there are 
motorcyclist members of the 
ACTC out there and here’s a 
new page to keep you 

updated on developments. Hopefully we 
can make this a regular contribution, but 
as ever we need YOUR, the motorcycle 
competitors support. 
 
Who are we? 
 
WE, are Tom Beckerleg and Keith 
Johnston, both class C competitors – in 
fact usually the only class C competitors. 
Tom hails from deepest Cornwall and is 
an Ariel enthusiast. I live in Wiltshire and 
campaign a rather tired looking Triumph 
engined Cotton.  
 
What are we trying to achieve? 
 
Essentially we have taken over the 
ACTC motorcycle co-ordination role that 
Richard Dawe performed admirably over 
the past few years. This means we; 
maintain the motorcycle championship 
leagues during the season, act as your 
representatives in influencing and 
advising the ACTC Council and 
generally stimulate and promote 
membership of the ACTC amongst 
motorcyclist lovers of classic long 
distance trials. 
 
What are the issues? 
 
Over the next 6 months or so there are a 
number of issues that we will be 
addressing; the vexed and perennial 
question of tyre type approval, 
championship scoring arrangements, 
membership arrangements and 
encouraging contributions from 
motorcyclists to Restart. 

How? 
 
Our first step is to try to set up a network 
to ensure that members have the 
opportunity to influence decisions. The 
most cost effective approach is of 
course via email and I want to develop 
an email group for rapid two way 
communications. So, if you have not 
done so already, please make contact 
with Tom and myself at the addresses 
below. 
 
The Pouncey and Red Rose Bowl 
Championship Leagues: 
 
As we near the final quarter of the 2003 
Championship season, Ray Gerring is 
heading the Pouncey League on 48 
points after the Exe Valley trial, followed 
by Tom Beckerleg on 34. In the Red 
Rose Bowl, Courtney Yandle is in pole 
position on 25 points, with Andrew 
Petherick heading a group of drivers in 
second place on 20 points. With 6 trials 
to go before the end of the season there 
is everything to play for…….. 
 
 
Keith Johnston   
keith.johnston2@virgin.net   
01225 760415 
 
Tom Beckerleg  
tom.beckerleg@tesco.com   
01736 362568 
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Silkolene 
 

Chatsworth SAE30/40 5 litres …....   £13.60 
Rhino SAE140 5 litres …………..…  £15.50 
 

Millers 
 

Pistoneeze 30&40 5 litres ……..….  £13.30 
Transverse ‘M’ Classic 5 litres …...  £16.90 
CFS full synthetic 5w40 5 litres …..  £34.00 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml Box 10 special price               £30.00 
 
 

All prices include V AT 
 

£7.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

 
Penrite 

 

Steering box lubricant 500ml ……… £4.99 
Shock absorber oil Nos 1&2 500ml ..£3.70 
 

Castrol 
 

XL30 SAE30 4.54 litres ……….….    £16.99 
XL40 SAE40 4.54 litres ………….     £16.99 
R40 SAE40 5 litres …………….        £25.05 
Castrol Valvemaster plus 250ml ….. £9.99 
ALSO tyres, competition preparation – all 
classes catered for 
 

Reliability brings success 

MARKET PLACE 
WANTED 
I'm looking for someone who would like 
to occupy the passenger seat of my 
Class 7 Marlin on a substantial number 
of the ACTC Championship events in 
2004. I'm based in Gloucestershire and 
generally drive the car to the closer 
events - Clee Hills, Kyrle, Allen, - and 
trailer to the more distant ones, 
sometimes leaving home early on the 
Sunday morning, sometimes staying 
overnight on the Saturday. If you, or 
anyone you know, is interested, please 
e-mail me at: 
 

andrew.k-brown@virgin.net  
or telephone my mobile 07980-897361. 
 

 
 
 

VINTAGE & SPORT CAR SERVICES  
CLASSIC LUBRICANTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel/Fax 01460 66434 
mail@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 
www.vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

 
 

Many more items available! 
Just contact us for stock list 

 
 

Members’ 
ads here 

FOR FREE! 
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Dear Editor, 
 
Re class 8. Replying to your article  about classes I thought I would drop another 
spanner in the works. Class 8 is now all about purpose-built high powered cars. I trial 
a Beach Buggy, now I think that all Buggies that retain original Beetle mechanics 
should be in class 7. This is a kit car and the only non original part is the bodyshell. It 
seems to me that of all the other class 7 cars change far more than this, e.g. a Marlin 
for instance, different chassis and body panels. The whole Buggy in class 8 thing 
appears to stem from the days when there was no class 7 for kit cars. I now feel that 
the time has come to correct this anomaly and reclassify the Buggy to class 7 as it is 
virtually impossible for an original Buggy to be competitive in class 8. Would you 
please pass this to the relevant committee for their thoughts and opinions  
 
Many thanks  
Neal Vile (a regular MCC competitor) 
 
 

Neal, 
 

As someone who drives a Buggy, I can understand the argument that Buggies are 
kit cars in the same sense that Bucklers, Marlins & Vincents are. The production 
numbers alone speak for themselves. The Mk1 GP Buggy - the singular most 
popular bodyshell in trials today, had a production run of over 2,500 before being 
superceded by the Mk2 which is still in production today. These are numbers that 
would make most current kit manufacturers green with envy. But it has to be 
remembered that each of the kits cars approved into class 7 has to conform to a 
strict definition. Each Buggy manufacturer has his own body shape, which sat on 
differing wheelbases and with differing seating positions. To approve a Buggy as a 
generic type would be the equivalent of saying that any Ford based car could run in 
class 7 without listing the details that change from one kit to another. To list all the 
manufacturers separately would be a massive undertaking and there is no doubt, 
that given the lack of commercial success of many of them a goodly proportion 
would not qualify if the criteria applied was the same as that currently used for the 
front engined cars. 
 
Prior to the existing class structure, the equivalents of classes 7 & 8 were split by 
seating position and termed 6A & 6B. This rule put the buggies in with the popular kit 
cars of the day. Buggies dominated this class and this domination was one of the 
justifications for revising the classes to their current format. The understanding of 
"Buggy Technology" was not as great then as it is now, and I would not hesitate to 
say that the cars that were dominant then would undoubtedly be akin to what I 
believe you are described as standard Beetle based. The VW Beetle has been 
produced for so long, in so many different countries that the term standard covers a 
wide variation of cars, and it has spawned a huge tuning industry that can supply 
parts for almost any purpose. Even if it were possible to define a "standard" Buggy, 
the tuning and modification rules would certainly guarantee that it would not be long 
before someone would be running a class 7 legal Buggy that would be far ahead of 
anything else in the class. 
 
Simon Woodall 
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Section Ends  
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

T he Oxford Dictionary defines 
Daft as Crazy, Foolish. Roget’s 
Thesaurus links the word to 
Insanity. Whilst the final “t” was 

not present were there evident portents, 
which I ignored when deciding to sell the 
ex-works Hillman Rallye Imp and 
purchase the recently announced DAF 
Marathon, in which I intended to 
commence the 1970 trial’s season?  
From the previous edition of “Section 
Ends” it will be recalled that the Imp was 
getting tired and DAFs had proved their 
ruggedness and reliability in the 1968 
London – Sydney Marathon. It must be 
stated that following an extensive road 
test in the standard car I was already 
impressed with the interaction between 
the rear driving wheels and road or track 
surface of this belt driven device. When 
one wheel lost traction the other kept 
driving – what better formula for a 
classic trials car? 
 

So a decision was taken to acquire a 
Marathon version, the origin of the 
designation being quite obvious, and 
prepare the car for the rigours of trials 
competition. The first event entered was 
North Cornwall Motor Club’s, poorly 
supported – only twenty entries - 
Parson’s Cup Trial in the January of 
1970. I won the class but the trial did not 
really provide an indication of the 
potential or otherwise of this “new 
vehicle on the block”. A more realistic 
assessment could be made when 
competing in one of the true classics 
and such an event, Stroud and District 
Motor Club’s ever-popular Cotswold 
Clouds (see photograph) was on the 
agenda for the following month. 
 

The previous year I had great success 
with the Imp. Would the DAF be an 
embarrassment, now in the company of 
the renowned trials drivers of the day? 

There was an entry of eighty which 
included inter alia: John Simmons-
Hodge, Angus Stewart, Martin Appleton 
and Mike Hinde in the same front-engine 
saloon class; Bill Caldwell and Steve 
Dear using sports cars; Peter Le 
Couteur and Dudley Sterry driving 
respectively Dellow and MG; with the 
rear-engine class containing John 
Buncombe, Brian Moss, Ben Sheppard, 
“Jack” Frost and Frank Edkins. The trial 
took place in snowy conditions and the 
overall winner was Peter Le Couteur 
beating second placed Dudley Sterry by 
just under three seconds from the 
combined speed test times. The DAF? – 
It came a reasonably respectable 
fourteenth in the twenty nine car class 
entry. A week later I came third in a 
class of twenty against similar opposition 
using a gaggle of Fords, from “Y” Type, 
Popular, Anglia and Cortina, plus a 
Simca Monthlery  (the overall winner) 
and a Vauxhall Viva in Farnborough 
District Motor Club’s Valentine Trial. 
 

So how was the improvement achieved 
in just one week? By ingenious (sic) 
footwork! Unlike a conventional car I 
could not build up the revs and slip the 
clutch to ensure a smooth getaway at 
the start of each section. Once the DAF 
was in motion, because of its unique 
transmission with variomatic drive and 
providing that the hill was not 
exceptionally steep, it took a lot to stop 
forward progress albeit as we shall see 
later such progress might be painfully 
slow. My resolution was to stamp both 
feet on the two pedals thereby building 
up the revs whilst holding the car on the 
brakes….. and then let go!! Initial inertia 
propelled the “very surprised” car off the 
line like a bullet whilst the engine and 
transmission became integrated along 
the section. 
  

Using this technique a week later I won 
the class on North Cornwall Motor 
Club’s Fulford Cup Trial, beating well 



43 

known local drivers, John Blewett and 
Don Statton, the latter having won the 
class on the Exeter trial earlier in the 
year, and then, on the 15th March I once 
again travelled to Kent to compete in the 
Tyrwhitt-Drake which was already 
establishing itself as a true road event. I 
had won the trial outright in 1968 but 
had no illusions that such success would 
be repeated with my “rubber-band” 
driven machine. The forty five car entry 
attracted a large variety of cars including 
Austin Minis and Coopers, Morgans, 
Dellows, a number of Lotus Cortinas, a 
Vauxhall Viva, a Hillman Husky, a Ford 
Corsair, Ford Escorts, plus the usual 
Imps and Beetles. Whilst not winning 
overall, this being achieved by a rear-
engined Simca, I came first in the front 
engined rear wheel drive class of 
fourteen – I was well pleased. 
 

It was the year that the Land’s End Trial 
was sponsored by “The Field” magazine. 
There were three hundred and fifty three 
entrants and no less than forty-five 
teams to commemorate the 50th event. 
The list was a “who’s who” of classic 
trials drivers and riders in 1970. Most of 
the characters mentioned in previous 
“Section Ends” were competing in 
addition to the likes of, Roy Opie – 
347cc Ariel, Arthur Bonwick  - 347cc 
AJS, John Groves, Colin Pook and 
Graham Carlyon in Ford Populars, 
Laurie Knight and Ted Briant in Ford 
Escorts the latter in an Estate version, 
Ed Scobey and Simon Durling in 
Dellows although Durling’s was fitted 
with a 1489cc engine, Mrs Jeremy 
Bowles in her 948cc Austin Healey 
Sprite, John Sargeant and Allin Penhale 
in Volkswagens, Allin’s being a 1584cc 
Fastback, Jack Heminsley and Sue 
Halkyard in Austin 7’s plus Wadworth’s 
rare 1300cc Denzel. There was also 
good representation from pre-war 
vehicles – a 1933 Ariel, a 1934 BSA, a 
1936 Velocette and a 1938 Triumph 
from the motorcycles and a 1927 Trojan, 

a 1929 and a 1930 Alvis, a 1931 Riley, a 
1936 BSA Scout, and a 1937 Austin 
Nippy competing amongst the more 
modern cars. These included vehicles 
rarely seen in trials today; Standard 10, 
Lotus Cortina, 3 litre Austin Healey, 
Sunbeam Alpine, Wolseley 1500, Ford 
Consul, and a Morris Oxford. 
 

Not surprisingly amongst the older 
machinery was a very good 
representation from MG. Apart from a 
1935 MG NA and a 1937 MG TA there 
were two MG PB’s plus a PA. Steve 
Dear was driving an ex-works 
supercharged PB “Cream Cracker” (see 
photograph) in which he had failed to 
climb Bluehills the previous year by 
mistakenly topping up the fuel tank with 
water. He reported: 
             

“Thus began a series of second and 
third class awards, caused almost 
exclusively by bad luck and stupidity, 
when the car patently deserved and was 
capable of firsts. Having sportingly 
thrown a can of water in my fuel tank on 
the 1969 Land’s End, I subsequently 
resorted to different tactics to stop my 
famous steed from winning Triples all 
over the place. 
 
For the 1970 Land’s End, the fitting of a 
rather second hand clutch plate was all 
that was necessary, and shortly after the 
start of Beggars Roost, the car stopped 
in an evil smelling cloud of the sort of 
musty smoke only associated with oily, 
burnt out clutches. Surprisingly the car 
managed to climb all the other hills in 
this condition with the exception of 
Cutliffe Lane, and it collected a 3rd class 
award”  
 

There were only ten sections, 
subsequently being reduced to nine for 
the cars, as Crackington was 
abandoned. I believe that the very 
popular traditional hill was proving 
exceptionally difficult but at the time the 
decision was taken the “works” Morgan 
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Plus 8s of Morgan, Goodall, Roberts and 
Owen, who were waiting their turn in the 
queue, “persuaded” the start marshal to 
allow them an attempt; which proved 
successful for all four, with “WAG” 
Goodall finishing to win the class. The 
new Field trophies presented by the 
magazine for the overall best 
performances were won by C.H. 
Gardiner on a 490cc Triumph and Ian 
Headon in his I.R.H. 2 Special. 
  
There are still spectators and marshals 
who reminisce about the antics of my 
climb in the DAF on Darracott, where 
one of only two restarts for the whole 
trial was sited. I explained earlier my 
technique for propelling the car off the 
line which would generally prove 
successful providing that the gradient 
was not steep immediately. 
 

From the usual location near the bottom 
of the hill, with engine screaming, the 
car began to move forward but at slower 
than a snail’s pace. The Dutch car kept 
moving and the vast crowds including 
some who were actually walking up the 
hill faster were soon lost in clouds of 
smoke produced from the rapidly 
overworked belt drive – and that was 
before reaching the first left-hand 
hairpin! The summit was eventually 
reached, but not before serious damage 
had been inflicted to the centrifugal 
clutch and V belts. With no restart to 
contend with a successful climb was 
made of Cutliffe Lane, which followed, 
but on the second restart on Cheristow 
the clutch expired and I was out of the 
event. Many supporters of the sport still 
claim that the Darracott climb was the 
most memorable ever witnessed and 
much slower than the pace of the 
prodigious hill-climbing ability of a four 
cylinder two stroke Trojan. 
 

In the previous year I had driven a VW 
Beetle for the first time, being mightily 
impressed with the rear engined 

German product and during 1970 I was 
to drive the relatively new Ford Escort 
for the first time. It was the fast twin-cam 
version in which I contested the then, 
international Welsh Rally, which, in 
addition to the notorious military ranges 
of Eppynt, used the forest stages now 
used on the currently very short Rally of 
Great Britain. It was the only occasion 
when I have driven an Escort in 
competition and together with my Tulip 
Rally navigator, Frank Palk, we qualified 
as finishers but we were not high in the 
placings. Later that year I navigated for 
Mike Hoffman in a BMW 2002tii on 
Portugal’s TAP Rally where we were 
lying a very creditable 24th  overall on the 
last day, against the works teams of 
BMC, Ford and Renault, before an 
administrative error made by the 
organisers following a serious crash 
forced our retirement not that many 
kilometres from Lisbon. 
 

The TAP was to be my last foray with 
rallying until 1997 but by purchasing a 
new VW Beetle, for me, an outstandingly 
successful era in classic car trialling was 
about to commence. 
 
 

(Photo 1) – Dennis Greenslade – DAF 
55 Marathon 1970 Cotswold Clouds 
Trial 
  
 (Photo 2) – Steve Dear – MG PB 
“Cream Cracker” 1972 Land’s End Trial 
– Beggars Roost 
  
This car is probably one of the most 
famous cars in trials motor sport. It 
comprised one of three in the 1936 
“Cream Cracker” MG Team driven by 
one J.M.Toulmin and even today is 
being regularly campaigned in both trials 
and historic rallies by Ian Williamson. 
The passenger in the picture is Steve’s 
first wife, Jenny who subsequently 
married someone who played golf and 
didn’t take her on all night car trials! 
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Championship 
Chat 
 

T he long, hot, British summer 
may well have given us all 
tropical-style tans, but it has 
also given the organisers of the 

first few trials after the summer break  
major headaches in taking points off the 
entrants in their events. Following four 
clean sheets for the cars on the Taw and 
Torridge, there were fifteen on the Exe 
Valley and, judging by the chatter after 
the Edinburgh (but prior to the results 
being announced) there will be 
significant quantities of Gold Medals 
required from the MCC. All of which has 
made a significant difference to the top 
end of the Wheelspin table, with long 
time leader, Tony Young, relegated to 
fourth place after failing to score on the 
two single day events. His place has 
been taken by David Hazelden who 
picked up first place on the T&T and 
third on the Exe Valley. David is four 
points clear of Roger Bricknell, who 
benefitted from his second place on the 
Exe Valley, followed closely by David 
Heale who picked up fifth place on the 
latter event after a recount.There are 
probably eight drivers who are in with a 
shout for the title, so with a bit of luck we 
will have a much closer contest here 
than last year. 
 
Still leading the Crackington with five 
class wins out of six single-day events is 
Giles Greenslade by a fraction of a 
point from Roger Bricknell. But since 
Roger, and the next four highest points 
scorers, David Heale, David Turner, 
Tony Young and David Hazelden, are 
all heavily involved in the Wheelspin, 
Paul Allaway, Bill Bennett, Dudley 
Sterry and Nick Farmer are currently 

sitting in the trophy positions behind 
Giles. However, there are six more 
events to go and plenty of hills and time 
for a lot of this to change. 
 
The Navigator’s table has a familiarly 
feminine look to it with Francesca 
Plimmer, Tina Allaway and Liz 
Bennett leading the way with Aaron 
Hazelden and John Radford trying to 
get to grips with them (as it were!). 
 
Nuts Bolts and Washers (Messrs 
Turner, Heale and Bricknell) have a 
small lead in the Team League over 
JVs (Messrs Greenslade, Young and 
Bennett) with the FWD All Stars 
(Messrs Hazelden, Allaway and 
Collins) some way back in third place.   
 
Looking now at the two- and three-
wheeled tables, Ray Gerring has a 
healthy twelve point lead in the 
Pouncey League over Tom Beckerleg. 
Tom has shot up the table since the 
Land’s End courtesy of two second 
places in class on the T&T and the Exe 
Valley. Paul Truscott is in third place, 
John Lees fourth and Keith Johnston 
in fifth. There then follows a gaggle of 
fifteen riders, all within a point or two of 
fifth, so there promises to be a battle 
royal over the last six events of the year 
for the honours here. 
 
Courtney Yandle has leapfrogged over 
the early leaders in the Red Rose Bowl 
to establish a five-point lead at the top of 
the table from Andrew Petherick. Early 
leader, Geoff Westcott, is currently third 
with Trevor Griffiths and John Young 
claiming fourth and fifth spots. 
 
2004 Admin: 
Elsewhere in this Restart there should 
be a copy of the 2004 ACTC application 
form. I have this heartfelt request :–  
 

Please fill it in and send it back to 
me as soon as possible. 
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There are several good reasons for this: 
 

1) You get on the ACTC address 
label list earlier. No doubt 
there’s a reminder from Simon 
Woodall elsewhere that the 
SRs for the Clee Hills go out in 
early December) 

2) You don’t score points in the 
car championships until you’re 
registered 

3) I can get a lot of the registration 
cards done in time to give them 
to you at the awards ceremony 
on the Sunday morning after 
the Exeter. 

 
Please don’t forget that the subscription 
rates for 2004 have changed. 
 
Finally, have a great time and enjoy 
yourselves with the remaining trials in 
2004, and although it seems a bit 
premature to do this is October, I would 
to wish a splendid Christmas and New 
Year to you and your families.  

 
Chris    

Navigators League 2003
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Francesca Plimmer 5.0 10.6 10.4 10.1 8.6 5.0 10.2 10.3 70.2 70.2
Tina Allaway 5.0 7.6 9.5 9.2 8.9 5.0 8.5 8.7 62.4 62.4
Aaron Hazelden 9.6 10.5 9.9 10.5 9.7 50.2 50.2
Liz Bennett 1.0 8.7 10.3 10.2 5.0 10.1 45.3 45.3
John Heseltine 5.0 11.0 6.7 6.0 9.2 7.0 44.9 44.9
John Radford 5.0 8.0 7.9 5.0 2.0 11.0 38.9 38.9
Ken Martin 5.0 10.7 10.3 3.0 29.0 29.0
Andrew Jory 7.0 10.7 11.0 28.7 28.7
Chris Phillips 5.0 7.0 9.0 3.0 24.0 24.0
Ronald Chiswell 5.9 8.0 4.0 17.9 17.9
Donny Allen 5.0 9.0 3.0 17.0 17.0
Cecil Hawkesworth 4.0 7.8 5.0 16.8 16.8
Rob Gilmour 3.0 9.7 3.0 15.7 15.7
Ian Fry 6.0 9.0 15.0 15.0
Anne Whellock 5.0 4.9 3.0 1.0 13.9 13.9
Martyn Little 3.0 10.3 13.3 13.3
Dick Munns 8.3 3.0 11.3 11.3
Sally W illiams 5.7 2.0 2.0 9.7 9.7
David Bowlas 8.4 8.4 8.4
Samantha Dean 7.7 7.7 7.7
Jayne Sargeant 7.6 7.6 7.6
Ginette Gittus 6.6 6.6 6.6
Sue Ludford 6.6 6.6 6.6
Paul Brooks 3.0 3.0 6.0 6.0
Fred Mills 4.7 4.7 4.7
Matt Robson 1.0 3.0 4.0 4.0
Nicola Butcher 3.0 3.0 3.0
Philip Tucker 2.0 2.0 2.0
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D a vid H a iz e ld e n 5 8 1 5 1 0 8 3 7 3 7
R o g e r B r ic k n e l l 3 4 7 5 5 9 3 3 3 3
D a vid H e a le 5 3 6 6 5 6 3 1 3 1
A n t o n y Y o u n g 5 6 1 0 3 5 2 9 2 9
H a rve y W a t e rs 3 8 9 3 3 2 6 2 6
D u d le y S t e r ry 5 8 4 5 3 2 5 2 5
D a vid T u rn e r 5 7 5 1 5 2 3 2 3
A d r ia n T u c k e r -P e a k e 5 9 2 5 2 1 2 1
T e r ry  B a l l 5 1 0 3 1 8 1 8
P a u l  B a r t le m a n 1 0 7 1 7 1 7
N ic k F a rm e r 3 2 1 1 0 1 6 1 6
A d r ia n  M a r fe l l 5 5 6 1 6 1 6
P e t e r  F e a r 6 9 1 5 1 5
G i le s G re e n s la d e 5 5 5 1 5 1 5
Ia n M o s s 5 1 0 1 5 1 5
B i l l B e n n e t t 1 5 7 1 3 1 3
P a u l A l la w a y 5 5 1 1 1 1 1
E m m a F la y 5 5 1 0 1 0
T o m m y  K a lb e r 5 5 1 0 1 0
R ic h a rd P e c k 5 5 1 0 1 0
C a r l T a lb o t 9 9 9
M a rk  T o o t h 3 3 3 9 9
M a l  A l le n 5 3 8 8
M ic h a e l C o l l i n s 5 3 8 8
S t u a r t H a r ro ld 5 3 8 8
P e t e r H a r t 5 2 1 8 8
S t e ve T u c k e r 5 3 8 8
A r t h u r V o w d e n 5 3 8 8
J o h n  B e l l 1 7 8 8
P e t e r D a vie s 3 4 7 7
J e ff B u c h a n a n 3 3 6 6
G e ra ld  B u r r id g e 3 3 6 6
J o h n L o o k e r 5 1 6 6
D a vid M i l le r 3 3 6 6
T o n y  R o t h in 3 3 6 6
T im W h e l lo c k 5 1 6 6
S im o n W o o d a l l 5 1 6 6
Ia n C u n d y 5 5 5
P e t e r M a n n in g 5 5 5
T e r ry M a t t in 5 5 5
N ig e l M o s s 5 5 5
N ic h o la s W o o le t t 5 5 5
D a vid D y e r 4 4 4
P h i l ip P a rk e r 1 3 4 4
S im o n R o b s o n 1 3 4 4
P a u l R o y d s 1 3 4 4
D a vid B a c h e 3 3 3
C o l in  B i le s 3 3 3
A n d re w B ro w n 3 3 3
H a r ry B u t c h e r 3 3 3
T im H e l l i n g s 3 3 3
M ic h a e l L e e t e 3 3 3
P h i l ip M i t c h e l l 3 3 3
B r ia n P a r t r i d g e 3 3 3
C o l in P e r ry m a n 3 3 3
P h i l ip P o t t e r 3 3 3
S t u a r t R o a c h 3 3 3
E r ic S m i t h 3 3 3
D a vid S y m o n s 3 3 3
N e a l V i le 3 3 3
M ik e  W o rd s w o r t h 3 3 3
G re g o r D ix o n -S m i t h 1 1 2 2
D u n c a n W e lc h 1 1 2 2
T o n y B ra n s o n 1 1 1
B a r ry C la rk e 1 1 1
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Crackington Table 2003
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Giles Greenslade 5.0 10.6 10.4 10.1 8.6 5.0 10.2 10.3 70.2 70.2
Roger Bricknell 3.0 10.8 11.0 10.2 9.6 5.0 8.8 11.0 69.4 69.4
David Heale 5.0 9.7 10.0 9.7 8.0 5.0 7.0 10.0 64.4 64.4
David Turner 5.0 10.7 11.0 6.7 6.0 5.0 9.2 7.0 60.6 60.6
Antony Young 5.0 8.0 7.9 10.7 10.0 5.0 3.0 11.0 60.6 60.6
David Haizelden 5.0 9.6 10.5 9.9 5.0 10.5 9.7 60.2 60.2
Paul Allaway 5.0 9.5 9.2 10.9 5.0 8.5 8.7 56.8 56.8
Bill Bennett 1.0 8.7 10.3 10.2 5.0 10.1 10.1 55.4 55.4
Dudley Sterry 5.0 5.0 8.9 7.7 11.0 3.0 4.0 6.0 50.6 50.6
Nick Farmer 3.0 8.6 8.5 5.9 1.0 9.5 10.7 47.2 47.2
Harvey Waters 3.0 7.0 10.7 11.0 3.0 9.0 43.7 43.7
Paul Bartleman 9.0 10.9 9.7 5.0 8.0 42.6 42.6
Peter Fear 11.0 9.7 5.0 6.0 31.7 31.7
Adrian Tucker-Peake 5.0 10.6 10.2 5.0 30.8 30.8
Colin Biles 8.3 3.0 9.2 10.1 30.6 30.6
Terry Ball 5.0 10.7 10.3 3.0 29.0 29.0
Adrian Marfell 5.0 10.0 10.0 25.0 25.0
David Miller 8.7 8.7 4.0 3.0 24.4 24.4
Stuart Harrold 5.0 7.0 9.0 3.0 24.0 24.0
Tim Hellings 5.6 6.9 3.0 7.5 23.0 23.0
John Bell 6.0 7.7 9.0 22.7 22.7
Andrew Brown 7.8 6.0 5.6 3.0 22.4 22.4
Colin Perryman 9.6 3.0 9.3 21.9 21.9
Keith Sanders 10.1 1.0 10.2 21.3 21.3
Derek Tyler 9.8 10.6 20.4 20.4
Michael Warnes 8.0 4.8 7.0 19.8 19.8
Michael Collins 8.9 3.0 7.7 19.6 19.6
Tommy Kalber 5.0 5.0 8.0 18.0 18.0
David Dyer 5.9 8.0 4.0 17.9 17.9
Eric Smith 3.0 5.0 6.8 3.0 17.8 17.8
Mal Allen 5.0 9.0 3.0 17.0 17.0
Richmond Coffin 4.0 7.8 5.0 16.8 16.8
Tony Branson 1.0 5.8 9.2 16.0 16.0
Peter Hart 5.0 10.0 1.0 16.0 16.0
Philip Parker 1.0 4.0 3.0 3.0 5.0 16.0 16.0
Mark Tooth 3.0 9.7 3.0 15.7 15.7
Ian Moss 5.0 10.6 15.6 15.6
John Ludford 8.8 6.6 15.4 15.4
Jeff Buchanan 3.0 9.3 3.0 15.3 15.3
Dave Sargeant 7.6 7.6 15.2 15.2
Emma Flay 5.0 5.0 5.0 15.0 15.0
Simon Woodall 5.0 7.0 2.0 14.0 14.0
Tim Whellock 5.0 4.9 3.0 1.0 13.9 13.9
John Looker 5.0 7.7 1.0 13.7 13.7
Peter Davies 3.0 10.3 13.3 13.3
Michael Leete 3.0 9.6 12.6 12.6
Gregor Dixon-Smith 1.0 10.4 1.0 12.4 12.4
Simon Groves 6.0 6.0 12.0 12.0
Paul Royds 1.0 7.6 3.0 11.6 11.6
Andrew Burt 4.9 6.5 11.4 11.4
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Carl Talbot 11.0 11.0 11.0
Jeremy Flann 10.7 10.7 10.7
Richard Peck 5.0 5.0 10.0 10.0
Dennis Beale 5.7 2.0 2.0 9.7 9.7
Ed Nikel 9.4 9.4 9.4
Gary Browning 9.3 9.3 9.3
Robert Gegg 9.0 9.0 9.0
Roland Panes 8.6 8.6 8.6
Brian Osborn 8.4 8.4 8.4
Fraser Stephens 8.3 8.3 8.3
Arthur Vowden 5.0 3.0 8.0 8.0
Mike W orkman 8.0 8.0 8.0
Terry Coventry 7.9 7.9 7.9
Mike Braddock 7.7 7.7 7.7
Michael Chatwin 3.0 4.0 7.0 7.0
Stuart Roach 0.0 3.0 4.0 7.0 7.0
John Sargeant 6.7 6.7 6.7
Colin Gittus 6.6 6.6 6.6
Gerald Burridge 3.0 3.0 6.0 6.0
Jonathan Ellwood 6.0 6.0 6.0
Tony Rothin 3.0 3.0 6.0 6.0
Jonathan Toulmin 6.0 6.0 6.0
Steve Tucker 3.0 1.0 2.0 6.0 6.0
Neal Vile 3.0 3.0 6.0 6.0
Nigel Hilling 5.7 5.7 5.7
Dean Partington 5.7 5.7 5.7
Tony Chubb 5.7 5.7 5.7
Christopher Veevers 5.6 5.6 5.6
Martin W illis 5.6 5.6 5.6
Anthony Allard 5.0 5.0 5.0
David Bache 2.0 3.0 5.0 5.0
John Cox 5.0 5.0 5.0
Ian Cundy 5.0 5.0 5.0
Peter Manning 5.0 5.0 5.0
Nigel Moss 5.0 5.0 5.0
Nicholas W oolett 5.0 5.0 5.0
Derek Reynolds 4.7 4.7 4.7
Simon Robson 1.0 3.0 4.0 4.0
Duncan W elch 3.0 1.0 4.0 4.0
Chris Bale 3.9 3.9 3.9
Stephen Bailey 3.0 3.0 3.0
Harry Butcher 3.0 3.0 3.0
Gina Mallett 3.0 3.0 3.0
Terry Mattin 3.0 3.0 3.0
Philip Mitchell 3.0 3.0 3.0
Brian Partridge 3.0 3.0 3.0
Philip Potter 3.0 3.0 3.0
David Symons 3.0 3.0 3.0
Mike W ordsworth 3.0 3.0 3.0
Ian Davis    2.0 2.0 2.0
Owen Briggs 1.0 1.0 1.0
Barry Clarke 1.0 1.0 1.0
Timothy Dewar 1.0 1.0 1.0
Mike Pearson 1.0 1.0 1.0
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Ray G erring 8 10 10 6 6 8 48 48
Tom B ec k erleg 9 1 6 9 9 34 34
P aul Trus c ot t 2 10 7 10 29 29
John Lees 10 10 4 3 27 27
K eith Johns ton 10 3 10 23 23
M ik e M oy le 10 1 10 1 22 22
M ark Harris 10 10 20 20
M ik e Leek e 10 10 20 20
Jon S tobbs 10 10 20 20
B rian S us s ex 10 10 20 20
Roger Tus hingham 10 10 20 20
A ndy S k elton 8 10 2 20 20
C ly de F ergus on 6 1 10 3 20 20
P atric k B ram m an 6 10 2 1 19 19
Ian Rennie 6 3 10 19 19
R ic hard P ark in 10 9 19 19
D ic k Lids tone 6 1 1 1 10 19 19
M ik e M addoc k s 9 10 19 19
Chris Lids tone 10 1 1 6 18 18
M ic hael Dus tow 10 1 7 18 18
Julia B rowne 9 9 18 18
Dave M as on 5 4 1 7 17 17
S teve E dwards 6 9 1 16 16
Dave Hew lw tt 6 10 16 16
K eith B lox ham 5 10 15 15
M ark W ors fo ld 6 9 15 15
Dunc an B ain-S m ith 3 10 13 13
Ralph B rown 3 10 13 13
M ik e Robins on 6 1 6 13 13
John Rus s 3 10 13 13
R ic hard Harvey 3 1 1 6 1 12 12
G raham  M ak epeac e 6 6 12 12
G eorge S c owen 6 6 12 12
M ik e W ills 6 6 12 12
Ian M ac k ie 6 1 5 12 12
Chris B rown 3 8 11 11
John A irey 9 1 10 10
John B arnet t 10 10 10
Dave B lanc hard 10 10 10
Jon B lis s 10 10 10
Neil B rowne 10 10 10
W illy B ry ant 10 10 10
Neil E dgeter 10 10 10
M art in F le tc her 10 10 10
Rob Hatto 10 10 10
Colin Hedges 10 10 10
Trevor Hughes 10 10 10
Roy Jeffrey s 10 10 10
G ary P ris k 10 10 10
Laurie S ilby 10 10 10
G eoff W alk er 10 10 10
A rthur W alton 10 10 10
Ian W atk ins 10 10 10
Joan W es tbrook 10 10 10
M art in K eat 1 3 6 10 10
Robert A rc her 2 8 10 10
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
9th November Mechanics Trial Stroud ACTC Invite 
16th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
23rd November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
23rd November Neil Wescott Exmoor MC Championship  (C) 
30th November Allen BMC&LCC Championship (C) 
7th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 
9th January 2004 Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
18th January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
25th January Exmoor North Devon Championship (C/M) 
1st February Cotswold Clouds Stroud ACTC Invite 
8th February Launceston L&NCMC ACTC Invite 
14th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC  
22nd February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Championship (M) 
6th March Derbyshire VSCC Non ACTC 
7th March Camel Heights Camel Vale  
7th March March Hare Falcon ACTC Invite 

13th March Herefordshire VSCC Non ACTC 
20th March Scottish VSCC Non ACTC 
21st March President’s  Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
27th March Northern Fellside Championship (C/M) 
9th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
18th April  Sphinx Cheltenham Championship (M) 
24th April Kimber MGCC  
25th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
9th May Jubilee Taunton MCC Championship (M) 
11th July  Testing Trial MCC Non ACTC 
18th July Timberwoods Sidcup Championship (M) 
12th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
19th September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
2nd October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
9th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC Invite 
9th October Welsh VSCC Non ACTC 
17th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
24th October Tamar Launceston Championship (C/M) 
31st October Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
7th November Mechanics Stroud ACTC Invite 
7th November Lakeland VSCC Non ACTC 
14th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite 

21st November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
28th November Allen BMC&LCC Championship (C) 
5th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

13th March  Windwhistle  

21st November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
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