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Insurance for competitors by competitors 
 

We can insure any competition car for: 
 

  ● Road use 
         (even for Classic Trials vehicles) 
 

  ● On event accident 
 

  ● Personal injury 
 

 ● Service vehicles 
  including spares and tools 

 

TEL: 0115 941 5255 
FAX: 0115 941 5215 

 

For further information contact Richard 
Egger, Tracey Saucedo or Nik Kershaw 

 

www.competition-car-insurance.co.uk 

 The Fack Trials Differential 
 

A bolt in conversion for Escort & BMC ‘A’ Series axles 
Now well known in classic trials as well as sporting trials where it originated, this 
unit has solve the diff problem for those cars using Escort or BMC ‘A’ series axles. 
Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, instead of two in 
the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller bearings. No production 
components are used, and the superb new casing is machined from solid high 
grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £465 (no VAT) but what price can you put on having the 
confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your results are bound to 
improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and still be able to drive 
home after the event! Ford units only from stock (as of Feb 2001) 

 
 

NEW – Roller diff pin conversion for Morgans using the 7HA Salisbury axle 
(most 4/4s), may also be suitable for  3HA (TR engined +4), only £60 

 
 

Julian Fack, Orchard Farm, Shareshill, Wolverhampton WV10 7LE 
Or leave a message on 07812 108 588 at any time 

PLEASE NOTE NEW PHONE NUMBER 
j.fack@virgin.net 
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EDITORIAL 

 

Editor: Pat Toulmin       Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands       Mark Rosten-Edwards 
Heath End        32a Little Ealing Lane 
Snitterfield        Ealing 
Stratford on Avon        London 
CV37 0PP        W5 4EA 
 

Tel:  01789 731332      Tel: 020 8579 9847 
Fax:  01789 730082       markrosten_edwards@hotmail.com 
ptoulmin@motorcars.free-online.co.uk       
ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
 
 

T his first edition with Mark as Assistant Editor gives me the opportunity to 
remind you of requirements for sending copy. I will accept hand written 
articles, but prefer these to be sent early, ie not just before the copy date, 
as I am not a very fast typist. Text typed on a typewriter is the next best, as 

I can use Optical Character Recognition (OCR) software to convert it to an electronic 
version. This is best sent by post, as a faxed version degrades the text and the OCR 
version is less accurate and gives me more work.  An electronic version , eg MS 
Word is best, either on floppy disc or via email. If email please send it as an 
attachment, writing the article in the body of the email puts in all sorts of strange 
formatting, which I cannot remove. I then have to print it out and OCR it. I have MS 
Office 2000 and the Millennium edition of Lotus Smartsuite, but if not sure you could 
save as plain text. The best length for articles is between one and half and two and 
a half A4 pages of 12 point text. Photos can be electronic or I can scan originals. 
 
While in an explanatory mood I would like to clarify some things about the ACTC 
website. The main website is updated 4 times a year, directly after publication of 
Restart. Any articles or photos that appear in both are always published in Restart 
first, although I try not to duplicate. The ‘last updated’ date on the Home page 
reflects these updatings. Most  of the site is hosted by ukmotorsport.com and due to 
the way I have set up my pages I cannot easily send them singly to their webmaster. 
I have a page on my ISP’s server and this is where breaking news can go, as I can 
easily update this at any time, usually within minutes. So if you want to see if there is 
anything new go to the News page and don’t rely on the date on the Home page. I 
will be setting up an email alerting service, so that anyone interested can be 
informed when there are changes to the News pages. If you would like to join this list 
please let me know, with your email address of course. 
 
Finally to make sure that there is news to report can I remind all organisers and 
trial’s secretaries to send me Results and any other interesting items. 
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Simon 
Says 
 
 

T his is the edition of Restart that 
in which my paragraph starts 
with the words "if all goes 
according to plan……….." It 

never does go according to plan, and 
this year is already no exception.  I have 
completely got my dates cross up in 
terms of copy deadlines, and I find 
myself scribbling this against the clock 
with just two hours before the editor’s 
deadline drops heavily on my head like a 
stone. I may be the chairman, but even I 
cannot afford to incur the editor’s wrath.  
 
The real plan should of course have 
been your receipt of the 2003 
Championship Registration form and 
Restart subscription reminder. The two 
requirements are the same form, so 
even if you are not one of the hot-shoe, 
points chasing, championship 
contenders then the form is still for you. 
 

READ IT,   FILL IT IN,    DO IT NOW 
BEFORE YOU FORGET! 

 
The trials of January may seem to be a 
long way off, but as the organiser of the 
Clee Hills, I can tell you that the 
organisation is far advanced, and that I 
will be expecting Chris Phillips to be able 
to send me an up to date list of 2003 
contenders within a couple of weeks of 
this tome dropping through your 
letterbox. I expect the regs to go out on 
or about the 1st of December, which 
means that I need the list a week before 
that so that I can see who is on the list 
and who is not, which means that Chris 
is probably going to do the work required 

to generate the labels during the week 
before that so he want your registrations 
in NOW. Considering that entries for the 
Clee filled up before Christmas last year 
you don't want to miss out on the first 
batch of regs to go out. 
 
I received a letter from Marsh Motorsport 
the other day, bringing me up to date 
with a number of major changes to the 
way the "Bowring NES" insurance 
system is going to work.:- 
 
 The validity of an NES Number & 

Letter of Acceptance is now 
reduced to 3 years 
(presumably from your next 
renewal) 

 Vehicle Registration Numbers will 
now appear on the letter of 
acceptance. 

 There will now be a charge of 
£25.00 for any new application/
renewal, but this will be reduced to 
£15.00 if the application is done as 
part of your entry to an event (which 
is probably true for everybody) This 
means your insurance will now cost 
you an additional £5 per year 

 There will be a £10.00 charge for 
issuing a replacement letter if it is 
lost/stolen/destroyed 

 There will be a £5.00 charge for 
amending a Letter of Acceptance if 
you change address or vehicle 
registration 

 
These costs are of course additional to 
the normal per event fees. Clearly the 
company is another victim of spiralling 
administration costs and although we as 
classic triallists do not make many 
claims on the system, that does not alter 
the demand of simply processing all the 
paperwork. If you feel that these new 
charges push the cost of insuring your 
car in this way to a point beyond 
acceptability then I would point out that 
we do have an advertiser in these pages 
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who will cover your classic trials car 
against all normal road risks, and 
include classic trials cover in their overall 
premium. But please, whatever you 
chose to do about insurance DO NOT 
go without cover and risk getting away 
with it. Not only would you be breaking 
the law, but you would also be putting 
the entire classic trials movement in 
jeopardy. 
 

It would seem that despite of the efforts 
of  Jonathan & Pat Toulmin, there is now 
no likelihood of their being a Manx Trial 
next year (see below). It was to have 
been run in co-operation with Chester 

Motor Club, but the loss of the event is 
no fault of theirs.  
 

But would like to say to any member of 
that body who might be reading this, that 
as the leading North Wales Motor Club, 
we would love to see an event in Wales, 
and that there are several people who 
would help you get one started. - Don't 
give up just because next year’s Manx 
Trial is a non-starter. 

Proposed 2003 Manx Trial 
– MAC regrets…… 
 

T he original idea to run a 
classic reliability trial had 
come from Dixie Deane, who 
works for the Manx ferry 

company – The Isle Man Steam 
Racket Company (as it is commonly 
known!). Dixie has been for many 
years deeply involved in Manx 
motorsport and has contacts, 
inevitably, with the island's Tourist 
Board. The original proposal was made 
in about 1996, first to VSCC, who 
turned the idea down, and then to the 
Midland Automobile Club, who carried 
out a feasibility study in 1997, and then 
put on the event in 1998. The event 
explored parts of the island that few of 
the locals knew, we even used a track 
that the local forester didn't know 
about. The event took in almost the 
entire island, and a considerable 
amount of the TT course (not always in 
the correct direction!). The event took 
place in wonderful weather, and 
everyone really seemed to enjoy it.  
 

The overall event was won by Roger 
Bricknell in 
his Vincent, 
and Class 0 
was won by 
John 
Quenby.   
 
Earlier this year, Dixie Deane 
contacted MAC to enquire whether we 
would run another trial on the Island in 
2003. MAC agreed, and Chester Motor 
Club would have co-promoted the 
event and shared the organisation. 
Sadly, prior to my first visit to the Island 
to determine the feasible sections, the 
necessary support from the Manx 
Department of Transport, the Forestry 
Commission and the Tourist Board 
have not been obtained by Dixie . 
There is now insufficient time to put the 
trial together for 2003, but we will 
investigate the opportunities for 2004.   
 

Jonathan Toulmin 



5 

W ell, Crash Box finally 
reaped reward for their 
efforts in September: two 
years of Exe Valley Trial 

planning, PR and preparation 
unfulfilled, then third time lucky, free of 
all other disruption in 2002.  A good 
package of an event and despite 
running under hot sun, kicking up the 
dust, only 4 clean sheets from the car 
brigade. And my, doesn’t Simms look 
weird without the banks of critical 
spectators to intimidate us! 
 

Then to Derbyshire: a tight new route 
in the spirit of earlier days, which kept 
the pace up and the sections in quick 
succession (and a dry-ish chance at 
Litton), until Bamford – Dave Symonds 
passing us on his way back down said 
it needed commitment. Well it got that 
but claimed our rear suspension 
mounting and many worse of course – 
time for a working party outing and 
review of some sections perhaps? All 
praise to the regular and recruited 
marshals for their diligence in the 
drizzle, plus thanks to Graham for 
nipping the route and keeping up the 
feedback forms. These trials bring out 
the best in ‘press on regardless’ 
motoring spirit – my congratulations go 
to Harvey Waters who gained his Triple 
with the Pop riding on wooden block 
rear ‘suspension’ following an early 
spring leaf failure! 
 

Moving down off the moors and 
indoors now to the warmth of the 
Portcullis Inn and some topical matters 
from the AGM. 
 

You may recall Andrew Brown’s 
alarming article in the last issue of 
Restart, warning of another potential 
threat to trialling, through proposed 
Government changes to the 14/28 
planning permission rule. If applied, it 
would have severely restricted private 
land access for our sport, amongst 
many other countryside activities. Well, 

people power paid off – thanks to 
intensive lobbying by MSA, clubs and 
individuals (you did write, didn’t you? If 
so very many thanks – Andrew) the 
proposal is to be dropped and local 
nuisance from the odd car boot sale 
tackled through existing law. Once 
again a lesson for us: the threat may 
not necessarily be direct, and vigilance 
remains vital, such as through the 
Countryside Access Group attended 
regularly in Truro by Robin Moore on 
ACTC’s behalf. 
 

Another challenge has arisen in the 
form of risk assessment, seemingly 
obligatory in these litigious, blame 
culture days. The Woodland Trust 
requested such a form from SDMC 
before granting permission for the 
November Mechanic’s Trial, and we 
can expect more such demands. Now, 
driving ‘odd’ cars off into muddy 
woods, up impossible gradients on soft 
tyres while simply wearing a woolly hat 
for protection might appear to the 
public as barmy, let alone risky. Of 
course, we’ve experience of the 
fortunately rare incident, and have to 
learn from these. Riding a horse or 
playing rugby is considerably more 
hazardous than taking part in a classic 
trial, nevertheless all we can do is 
highlight a level of professionalism and 
control to minimise risk, such as 

Sect’s 
Spin 
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relevant scrutineering, thoughtful course 
design and comprehensive briefing of 
marshals for example. With a view to 
generating a standard document to be 
filled in by clubs, I’ve prepared a draft 
that will be tweaked then issued shortly. 
 

In my previous article I pointed out the 
potential demise of the Motorcycle 
Championship: at the AGM we were 
delighted to learn that Tom Beckerleg 
will take up the reins on behalf of the 
dozens of contenders. 
 

Roger Pole questioned the difficulties 
encountered by several regular 
championship contenders in meeting the 
trial-by-trial demand for NES letters of 
acceptance. MCC require the original 
letter to be sent with an entry, so making 
it unavailable for the required inspection 
at signing on for ACTC events.  
Discussed views included: 
 

“it’s too valuable to post so I 

send a copy” 
“its valid for 4 years so why 
inspect it frequently” 
“duplicates are readily 
available” 
“would photocopies be 
acceptable to MCC?” 

 

Of course, guess who gets to follow this 
up with Marsh – the chap who opened 
his mouth in the first place! Thanks 
Roger. 
 

And finally, don’t forget to check your 
extinguisher; as Alan Foster pointed out, 
BCF Halon types will be universally 
illegal from January next year – once it’s 
done a great job of putting out your fire, 
Halon drifts aloft to deplete our ozone 
layer so eventually you get warm 
another way. 
 

Adrian 

 

Beetle Specialist Workshop 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NB: Although the advice is free, If that advice includes buying a product, it would be polite to buy it from us 
Stockists of Superblend Zero Lead 2000 – FBHVC Approved Lead Substitute – Will deliver to most trials 
 

Ballards Place  Eardiston  Tenbury Wells  Worcs  WR15 8JR 
Tel:  01584-881348                                          Fax:  01584-881684 

 
E-Mail:  BSW_HOLDINGS@COMPUSERVE.COM 

I.R.S. Conversions 

Spare Wheel Carriers 

T4 Engines 

Free Advice 

“Next Generation” Parts 

Carburettor Kits 

Oversize Barrels 

Restorations 
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The Testing Trial 2002  
by Mark Rosten-Edwards 

 

A  beautiful day was organised 
by the MCC for the Testing 
Trial in September. Blue skies 
apart from the Lunch interval 

when it rained and dutifully cleared up 
for Rounds 3 & 4. Marshals were lacking 
and with my passenger at “some” 
meeting or other (Goodwood Revival!) I 
went to be the start marshal at Section 2 
with Brian on the time keeping and finish 
marshal. 
 

The trial consisted of around eight timed 
sections with penalties for hitting marker 
cones, or footing on the bikes, 30 points, 
and failing to complete the course 
correctly 60 points. With points turned 
into seconds and not prizes it was 
important to get it right and definitely 
affected the outcome of the classes. 
 

Our Section, Number 2, consisted of a 
short run up to a bank, up it, along down 
and back to almost the start for the finish 
line. The difficulty seemed to lie in the 
run up to the bank was lush grass with a 
good helping of dew. Combined with the 
hard ground underneath which did not 
break up produced a very greasy 
surface which several cars had difficulty 
in getting moving on and therefore did 
not have enough road speed to climb 
the slippery bank. Other sections ranged 
from round trees, around lush 
vegetation, slalom through cones and up 
and around various natural land forms. 
Nothing to damage your car on or with.  
 

The bikes came first generally no 
problem. The sidecars had an 
interesting moment or two as the sidecar 
was higher up the bank than the bike 
which meant that the passenger needed 
to lean out. The only trouble was that 
there was an old bush on top of the bank 
which had no intention of moving and 
thus one or two ended up coming back 

down the bank a little early through the 
bracken. 
 

The cars arrived to a nicely mulched 
grass topping from the bikes which was 
still hidden from the sun under the trees 
canopy. A lot of cars picked up 60 points 
here for not completing the course. The 
Liege cars seemed unable to climb the 
bank in general. The front wheel drive 
cars of Paul & Tina Allaway, Nick 
Farmer/Alan Selwood and Michael 
Collins all looked quick. Giles 
Greenslade/Francesca Plimmer had 
brought the Talbot Sunbeam Ti out for a 
play and that also looked quick. Nick Ikin 
also scaled the bank in his 2CV which 
was interesting in light of some the 
specials performances! The open cars 
Duncan 7 Jennifer Welsh/ (Austin 
Healey SS) was laying claim to top 
honours from Dean Partington/Chris 
Woodhouse (Cannon). 
 

The results from the first round showed 
that surprisingly Mike & Richard Warnes 
(TR7) 215.34secs led from Nick Ikin 
(2CV) 215.67secs. Giles looks to have 
found some penalties somewhere to 
record 339.11secs. Open cars Duncan 
170.93secs from Dean 185.91secs. 
 
Round 2 Giles got his foot down in the 
non bike sense and recorded a class 
best of 203.02secs some 136secs 
quicker than round 1! Nick Ikin was 
second again with 208.95secs. The 
open cars Duncan set the quickest 
round of the day at 158.37secs. The 
next nearest times were all close: Keith 
Sanders (Reliant Scimitar) 180.11secs, 
John & Sue Ludford (Marlin Roadster) 
180.32secs, G M Dixon-Smith/D Hunt 
(Morgan 4/4) 182.64secs and Stuart & 
Barbara Tucker (Gruff 2) 183.06secs. 
This round we had the first of two 
retirements in the shape of the LHD 
Renault 5 of Peter & Katy Hornby which 
was a shame.  
Next was lunch and the sun disappeared 
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and the rain came. I managed an 
interesting chat with Mike Furse who 
was competing along with Sheila in his 
white Buckler Mk5. A shakedown for his 
Class 0 entry on the Edinburgh. The rain 
miraculously disappeared in time for 
Round 3!! Some modifications to some 
but not all sections. The start of Section 
2 had been moved further to the right 
making a straighter run to the bank and 
a metre or two extra run up. This helped 
most to complete the section although it 
was still slippery. 
 
Nick Farmer (MG Maestro) started his 
charge to the top for the closed cars with 
195.83secs followed by Giles 
199.16secs. Nick Ikin must have 
collected some penalties on this round 
to be 35secs slower than previous 
rounds. Duncan Welsh also collected 
penalties this 90secs slower than his 
best. Quickest this round was Keith 
Sanders (Scimitar) 191.81 followed by 
Stuart Tucker (Gruff 2) 193.45secs. 
 
The final round and Nick Farmer flew 
round to record 189.07secs followed by 
Giles 190.28secs Paul Allaway (Astra) 
202.25secs and Mike Warnes 
202.92secs. Stuart Ikin in the second 
2CV finally scaled the bank at Section 2 
at the last attempt having been 
desperately close the previous round. 
The second and last retirement was 
posted on this round by Colin Marshal/
Carol Bury in their Liege Sports which 
judging by the fact that did not post a 
time in rounds 2 & 4 but did in 1 &3 the 
car was being a little temperamental. 
Duncan again made the quickest time in 
the open cars 161.89 followed by Keith 
Nicholls (Liege Sports) 178.34secs.  
 
The final results were available soon 
after the finish with the silverware and 
trophies dispensed by John Aley. 
Best Bike Dave Mason (Serow) followed 
by Steven Edwards (Gas Gas) and Neil 
Browne (BSA). 

 
Best Outfit Arthur Walton/Paul Holpin 
(Ariel VH) followed by John Hind/
Hendricus Stoopman (Husqvarna 
SE610E) and John Grimshaw/Roy 
Harrison (Triumph Wasp). Paul Holpin 
won a prize as the Best Passenger. 
 
Closed Cars was won by Nick Farmer 
(MG Maestro) from Michael Collins (VW 
Golf) and Mike Warnes (TR7). 
 
Open Cars was Keith Sanders (Scimitar) 
from Dean Partington (Cannon) and 
Keith Nicholls (Liege). 
 
Alan Grassam won the prize as the 
oldest driver & machine competing with 
his MG PA. 
 
The overall trophy for the largest 
improvement over last years class 
victors for any class was won by Duncan 
Welsh in his special. 
 
A very good light day out to be taken as 
seriously as you would like with no risk 
to delicate machinery. The tea is not as 
nice, or good value as at the top of 
Sutcombe but very good fun. 
 
Best part of the Day? It was going to be 
Nick Farmer throwing the Maestro 
around the cones using the handbrake 
but it has to go to Neil Browne’s big 
Yamaha engined BSA twin. The bike 
that looks the part and sounds 
absolutely wonderful especially when he 
stretched the throttle cable. Fabulous. 
Back to the cars… 
 
PS The full results are posted on the 
MCC website. 
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Alan Grassam, MG PA Cream Cracker and Mike Furse, Buckler Mk5 on the 
Testing Trial .                                                (Photos: Mark Rosten-Edwards) 
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2002 Taw & Torridge  
by Julia Browne 

 

L et’s get one thing clear right from 
the start. I love my XR, right? 
Even though it obviously hates 
me. Everyone happy with that?  

 

The new format T&T was held on what 
may prove to be the last weekend of 
summer.  With the start and finish at the 
West Country Inn near Kilkhampton, we 
trailered the bikes to the start through 
the cool morning fog.  It would have 
been a damp ride up. There was little 
enough parking there; our first sight was 
of the Lidstone boys with their pick-up 
stuck in the boggy, grassy field. Our 
second sight was of Yoshi, still limping 
from the leg–in-plaster incident, 
preparing to be chair-man for Karen 
MacQuarrie on her Aprillia Wasp. This 
needed a photograph! We met up with 
fellow TRF-er, Alan, survivor of this 
years Taunton Jubilee and therefore 
probably with a slightly jaundiced idea of 
what to expect from the T&T, and 
Steven Edwards taking the Benly out for 
a gallop. 
 

Leigh Woods was straightforward this 
year, dry with a little detour around the 
tree, and nice and grippy off the restart 
line. On up the brilliant climb out of the 
woods to the road, where we paused 
briefly to give Steve a chance to catch 
up. Without suspension movement on 
the Benly or more than 2psi in the rear 
tyre he wasn’t prepared to risk crashing 
over the rocks this early in the trial. 
 

Crossleigh, too was nice and 
straightforward without the nasty 
nadgery option around the tree and 
bank, and it was only me who had any 
trouble with it. At least I actually fell right 
off and didn’t just foot. The new section, 
Gidcott was laid out in a field, old quarry 
workings and fairly steep and narrow, 
but finally I cleaned something! Alan was 

already praising the trial and liking the 
sections; he hadn’t enjoyed every 
second of destroying his bike on 
Westcott Bank on the Jubilee. The ripe 
grass and bracken on Langtree 
Common were looking lovely in the 
autumn sunlight, too, and all four of us 
cleaned it. Watergate Woods was Mike’s 
Waterloo; he simply couldn’t get off the 
restart. I remarked to Roger Pole, who 
was waiting at the start, that if Mike had 
a problem, I didn’t know what was going 
to happen to me! What happened was 
that I cleaned another section. (Oh don’t 
worry, it was a fluke.) Alan and Steve 
were also clean on this section. 
 

The first special test was Mike’s chance 
to put in a good time and my chance not 
to. Steve was resolutely trying to fail 
nothing and he rode sensibly, 
determined not to lose a class win on 
something silly like failing a Special 
Test… which, let’s face it, isn’t what 
special tests are for! Special tests are for 
hooligans to let rip or die trying… 
Speaking of which, Alan put in the third 
fastest time with his Beta-Alp, so there is 
something to be said for riding tidily 
rather than spectacularly. 
 

Tucker’s Mill, a nice, steep, straight blast 
up through forestry, only marred by a 
restart halfway up. Mike struggled a bit 
to get going again, so I chose a different 
track up – WRONG! The right-hand side 
had a poorly positioned slab or stone 
and after a moment or two, I retreated. 
At the bottom I advised Alan not to take 
the right-hand track, which I am sure he 
had worked out for himself, and he and 
the Beta-Alp were away and clean with 
only a brief struggle in the middle. Steve, 
too was clean on the restart after some 
time spent burning the clutch, waiting for 
forward motion. Teresa Blight, on the 
start line, kindly let me have another go 
at getting up the section and it is a 
brilliant, fast section when you can really 
nail it . 
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Drummet’s Mill was grassy new section, 
again in the same bit of forestry, and 
nice and easy. Ho – just put a bit of rain 
on it and it would be a different story! 
We were all clean here, Steve to the 
accompaniment of burning clutch smell. 
He’d been wondering how long the 
original Honda clutch would hold up; he 
may have his answer. 
 

The lunch stop was at the usual place in 
Torrington. Yoshi was laid out in the car-
park in the sun while Karen took a TTR 
for a quick test ride. And as we admired 
the KTM LC4, the other contender in 
class C, I said to Mike, ‘You haven’t 
blagged a ride on the KTM yet, then?’ 
Within a second or two, he had. Norman 
Frost, curiously, didn’t ask for a ride on 
the XR in return. I’ll guess he must have 
ridden one before. 
 

We refuelled in Torrington and headed 
on to Week Farm for 5 sections all off 
the same bit of track. Week Bottom is a 
sudden steep climb up the embankment 
off the track, and in the wet needs to be 
treated carefully. Today, it was a breeze. 
Not so breezy was Straight Up, a few 
yards further along. It was exactly what it 
says on the tin. We saw Norman 
crawling out from under the LC4 on the 
start line, which was our clue that it was 
a bit slippery. Mike bounded and lurched 
all the way up, having sport with the 
marshals – make ‘em run – and then it 
was my turn. I wasn’t expecting to get 
very far; if I had been, I’d made more of 
an effort off the start line. At about the 9 
board I suddenly thought – the bike’s 
going to go up, I’d better start riding – 
but by then it was way too late. Still, 
another section which I saw the top of. 
Alan and Steve were clean and okay. 
That Benly, eh? 
 

Across The Stream, a descriptive name 
rather than an imaginative one, wasn’t 
too taxing, all except one of us was 
clean here, and you can guess which 
one. Oh, but I excelled myself on The 

Loop, a little further on. It was just that, a 
loop around some trees and through a 
stream, then up the bank and back onto 
the track. I got lost leaving the loop itself 
and found myself heading up the bank 
on the wrong track (I wasn’t even on a 
track!) towards a crowd of watching 
riders. Rather than take them all out, I 
abandoned the attempt. The other three 
were fine. On Week Farm I had a lot of 
trouble getting off the start but with that 
out of the way, the rest of the section 
rode very nicely. Nobody else failed it 
quite as badly as I did. 
 

Devon Yeomanry Butts had sharp right 
turn up a bank after the start then went 
away up through the trees. Mike lost 
control on the bottom bend, the bike 
spun around and bounced off a small 
tree to face him up the track, he took 
advantage of this and hammered it all 
the way to the top, feet up. 
 

Mike cleaned Abbots Track for the first 
time in his life; it was made more 
interesting by a long detour along the 
top before we rejoined the stream near 
the end. Henaford was another new 
section, nice and stony, and then on to 
the second special test. Mike, making a 
good effort, left line A and hit both 
banks. He sort of stopped on line B, fell 
off on line C, picked the bike up and ran 
with it to line D where he tripped and 
threw the bike at the timing marshal to 
catch. She was too busy laughing to 
catch anything. Once you got to ride it, 
the problem became apparent. It was on 
a gentle downhill gradient, with a 
slippery rock slab on line B.  I didn’t 
exactly stop on line B – that is to say, I 
didn’t really stop, and it wasn’t very near 
line B, but I couldn’t compete with Mike 
for making a spectacle. Sometimes it is 
better not to try. Alan was very close to 
overshooting line D while Steve showed 
us the correct way to ride a special test. 
 
. 
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Ray Aldworth E 30 26.0  David Martin A 55 26.5 

Chris Wiliams E 6 21.4  Richard Harvey A 26 29.3 

Karen McQuarrie E 18 F  Norman Frost B 41 33.7 

Andrew Silence A 41 F  Mike Maddocks B 8 22.0 

Andrew Seward A 13 20.7  Julia Browne B 63 24.8 

Martin Hitchcott A 0 24.7  Tom Beckerleg C 19 31.0 

Adrian Bellew A 16 23.7  Steven Edwards D 5 30.0 

Richard Wallace A 4 23.2  Jeffrey Blight  8 33 28.1 

Keith Morcom A 0 25.2  Hans Viiertel 8 24 31.7 

Paul Truscott A 11 23.2  Charles Shopland 8 26 25.5 

Dave Mason A 0 23.9  Steven Lawrence 8 25 36,2 

Daren Millman A 18 22.0  Adrian Marfell 8 8 31.4 

Ken Best A 12 23.4  Chris Bale 8 48 37.3 

Chris Barnicoat A 10 23.1  Antony Young  8 22 30.3 

Ian Jenkins A 0 36.0  Anthony Allard 8 R  

Jeremy Yeates A 17 26.9  Simon Woodall 8 17 32.8 

Trevor Olds A R   David Dyer 8 24 30.3 

Andrew Jones A 21 22.4  Terry Mattin 8 26 30.0 

Allen Hancock A 5 26.7  Andrew Brown  7 22 38.0 

Andy Skelton A 0 35.2  Norman Tonkin 7 R  

Mike Dustow A 0 22.8  Ray Goodright 7 30 38.6 

Les Coombes A 25 36.3  Eric Smith 7 46 40.7 

Nick Moore A 19 27.2  Julian Dommett 7 13 30.8 

Allen McManus A 19 22.2  Tommy Kalber 7 21 39.9 

Luke Nightingale A 12 24.3  Clive Kalber 7 17 31.8 

Ian Mackie A 12 25.8  Roger Bricknell 7 R  

Ray Gerring A 0 21.5  Richmond Coffin 7 28 42.5 

Chris Lidstone A 8 22.4  John Amor  1 NS  

Dick Lidstone A 15 27.0  Paul Allaway 1 15 F 

Michael Moyle A 16 22.9  Nick Farmer 1 41 29.5 

Peter Pollard A 0 21.2  David Hazelden 1 6 29.0 

Buz Bray A 12 24.8  Brian Woodward 1 R  

2002 Taw & Torridge Results 
      
 
                                                  Class    Mark       Time                                                                       Class   Mark       Time 

2002 Taw & Torridge Results 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                  Class    Mark       Time                                                                      Class   Mark         Time 
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Michael Collins 1 44 29.1  Dick Bolt 3 R  

Tim Hellings 1 62 33.2  John Cox 3 R  

Bill Bennett 2 10 32.6  Philip Roberts 3 10 33.1 

Phillip Slugett 3 36 32.7  Kevin Upton  3 49 37.7 

Richard Slugett 3 R   Dustin Johns 3 52 32.2 

Andrew Martin 3 13 27.8  Philip Mitchell 3 R  

Stuart Martin 3 NS   David Turner 3 NS  

Derek House 3 NS   John Bell 3 R  

Harvey Waters 3 10 32.9  Adrian Booth 4 36 33.6 

Tristan White 3 12 33.0  Giles Greenslade 4 11 26.4 

Phllip Parker 3 73 34.5  Keith Sanders 5 23 37.9 

Gina Mallett 3 56 52.3  Trevor Johns  6 R  

Colin Jeffrey 3 21 33.9  Denis Johns 6 R  

Emma Flay 3 21 29.9      

2002 Taw & Torridge Results (continued) 
                                                  Class    Mark       Time                                                                       Class   Mark       Time 

And so to Cutliffe – ah, Cutliffe! Steep 
and lovely, and the last section of the 
day. All of us were clean here, including 
the boy Steve Lampkin-Edwards on his 
Benly, and that was that for the 
revamped Taw & Torridge. Still a brilliant 
trial (the weather helped) with some 
interesting new sections and some 
challenging old ones. 
 

When the results arrived 
we were very pleased to 
see that Mike Maddocks 
had won class B, while 
the sidecars were won by 
Cornishman Chris 
Williams with his KTM 
outfit. We caught up with 
him on Henaford, I think 
he was having some 
mechanical difficulty. The 
Benly and Steve Edwards 
won class D and Tom 
Beckerleg and his Ariel 
won class C. Class A, 
always rather hotly 
contested, was won by 

Peter Pollard  with a clean sheet on his 
XR250.  KMX mounted Ray Gerring, 
also clean was second and Mike Dustow 
third on a WRF250. I do not understand 
this clean sheet business, but hey, don’t 
worry about me! 

Mike Maddocks on Drummets Mill 
 

(Photo by: Julia Browne) 
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Holsworthy Taw and 
Torridge  

by Paul Allaway and Dave 
Haizelden 

 

O 
ver the summer break the 
Front Wheel Drive Allstars 
had been meticulously 
preparing their machines. 

Messrs Collins and Allaway had visited 
the bodyshop and now had shiny new 
liveries and the Hazelden Golf had its 
transmission removed for inspection. If 
anyone can remember my previous pros 
from Restart on the subject of Golf 
transmissions Dave’s Golf figures 
prominently, as it will later on.  
 
The event had been reshaped since the 
Forestry had removed all the trees in 
Huntstone Woods, so Roger Pole, Terry 
Mattin and the rest of the organising 
team had chosen a new start venue at 
the West Country Inn near Kilkhampton, 
which resembled Tesco on a Saturday 
afternoon – you couldn’t move for cars 
and bikes. 
 

The first hill on the event, Leigh Woods, 
would have been familiar to anyone 
who’s done Holsworthy’s Chairman’s 
Trial. The restart caused problems for 
classes 7 and 8 claiming such notables 
as Tony Young and Clive Kalber. All 
class 1 cleaned this section, but on the 
run to Crossleigh Brian Woodward had a 
drive shaft failure in his Maestro and 
subsequently retired. Crossleigh was 
next on the agenda and Mike Collins 
picked up an 8 on this section for being 
too cautious and not having enough 
momentum to clear the rock steps near 
the end of section. The restart on this 
section claimed another notable class 8, 
this time Charles Shopland. A relatively 
unused section Gidcott was next and the 
entire field bar Denis Johns cleared the 
section. It was then off to one of the 
event’s deciding hills, Langtree 

Common. The Front Wheel Drive 
Allstars arrived just in time to witness 
Roger Bricknell failing at the 7 marker 
when the throttle cable broke on the 
Vincent. A problem that was eventually 
to lead to Roger’s retirement. Ex-
Wheelspin Champion, Julian Dommett, 
who had not been competing (or seen) 
for some while was next up and, despite 
being given a 6 because the front 
wheels of the Dellow had stopped 
turning, did a restart and got the Dellow 
over the brow of the section along, with 
four others to see the top of the section. 
Those heroic four were Adrian Marfell, 
Clive Kalber, Nigel Allen and Simon 
Woodall. Giles Greenslade beetled his 
way up to the 3 marker or perhaps it 
should have been blue beetled his way 
to the 3 marker!! Other notable climbs 
being Keith Sanders, 4, with his new 
Reliant Scimitar and Dave Hazelden, 6, 
despite the fact he reduced the course 
markers to firewood. 
 
A run of a fair distance took us to 
Watergate Woods. The entrance road to 
the woods ran parallel to the Tarka Trail 
before climbing up to the start of the 
section. Watergate Woods claimed a 
large number of class 8 cars at the 
restart with only Adrian Marfell being the 
only clear. In the front wheel drive class 
Mike Collins, Nick Farmer and Tim 
Hellings all failed the section. Special 
Test 1 was between Watergate Woods 
and Tuckers Mill and was run in reverse 
to previous years. Giles Greenslade 
excelled himself here and must have 
had a rocket up his Beetle as he 
managed an astounding 12.9 secs 
beating Charlie Shopland by 0.1 sec, to 
claim fastest time. As for myself the 
Allaway Astra removed a marker post 
and collected the first of its special test 
failures. Tuckers Mill was next on the 
agenda and, as my brother Andrew and 
I were the only car to clear the section 
on the 2000 event, I was looking forward 
to a repeat performance. Although I 
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cleaned the section Dave Hazelden and 
Mike Collins and Bill and Liz Bennett in 
the J2 MG also repeated the 
performance. A noteworthy retirement at 
this point, having dropped 4 on Tuckers 
Mills, was Nigel Allen the 2000 
Crackington champion who melted the 
clutch on his big-engined Beetle (no 
rocket up that one Nigel!). A short run 
through the forest led to Drummets Mill 
which presented little difficulty for the 
entire field. Torrington provided a rest 
halt and a car boot sale. A story went 
round that a couple of shady characters 
were seen perusing through the items 
on sale on the look out for illicit Beetle 
clutches and bootleg throttle cables! 
 
Refreshed from the rest halt it was off to 
Week Bottom. I often wonder when 
hearing the name whether it’s the car or 
the driver that goes to pot on these 
sections. First on the agenda was the 
aforementioned Week Bottom a short, 
steep right-angled climb through the 
trees. Due to the dry conditions the 
entire field bar 3 climbed the section. 
 
 The appropriately named Straight Up 
was next and Dave Hazelden sewed up 
the front wheel drive class with a 
storming climb which resulted in an 
outstanding clear. The Allaway Astra 
performed an impromptu earth removing 
exercise by removing the top soil 
between the 11 and 12 markers, but 
despite get going again had insufficient 
momentum to climb over the tree root at 
the 7 marker. Straight Up claimed Clive 
Kalber who had to go and find his father 
Tommy to recover a spare half shaft 
because the Pop popped one at the 5 
marker and therefore handed Julian 
Dommett the class win. Phil Mitchell of 
Skoda fame retired his newly acquired 
Dave Turner prepared BMW with diff 
failure on this hill as well.   
Across the Stream was next and Mike 
Collins excelled in misunderstanding the 
start marshal and took the wrong route 

up the hill and picked up the worst score 
of the day on this hill with a 7. With a 
warning in the route instructions not to 
touch the markers on this section The 
Loop did Mike no favours again as on 
the return part of the loop Mike’s Golf 
tried to climb a tree. Later on Gina 
Mallett succeeded in climbing this tree 
with the front of her Escort.  
 
A muddy wet track took us to Week 
Farm. This particular hill had a very 
slippery and smooth start which claimed 
Nick Farmer and Tim Hellings, both 
dropping 10 points. Abbots Track was 
next with again a warning not to touch 
the markers. I have to say I would be 
interested to know in view of the depth 
of the mud at the start and where the 
track runs what on earth an Abbot would 
be doing down there but I digress… 
Abbots Track only claimed 2 runners, 
Gina Mallett with an 8 and Adrian Booth 
with a 10. 
 
A long road section was to take us to 
Hennaford. Now comes the interesting 
bit! At the beginning of this report I 
mentioned the Hazelden gearbox. Well, 
right in the middle of nowhere the 
gearbox decided to jam in fifth gear, so 
again, the combined efforts of the Front 
Wheel Drive Allstars was put to the test. 
The Golf was jacked up on the left hand 
side and numerous spare wheels were 
placed underneath to support it. The air 
was let out of the right hand front tyre to 
make the car tilt to the right. In order to 
take the gearbox end cover off the sump 
shield, front engine mount, starter motor 
and battery were removed. All this 
allowed access to the top gearbox 
mount but unfortunately we couldn’t 
remove the bolts from the top of the 
gearbox, because the drive shafts had 
dropped down onto the lower 
suspension arms. Despite considerable 
efforts with tyre leavers and mole grips 
we could not prise the inner wing up far 
enough to allow access to the bolts. 
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Salvation arrived in the shape of Nick 
Farmer. Nick arrived on the scene 
having had a double puncture on Abbots 
Track and produced a large pair of grips. 
This allowed us to peel back the inner 
wing and remove the bolts.  Well done 
Nick you helped me give away a class 
win! With the end of the gearbox 
removed the cause of the problem was 
quickly spotted. A selector hub slipper 
pad had fallen out and jammed the 
selector hub on fifth gear. A few seconds 
of fiddling popped the selector hub away 
from fifth gear and reassembling began. 
Having rolled around on the floor with 
Mike Collins and Dave Hazelden it took 
longer to clean us up than it did to put 
the car back together.  
 
We also have to thank the owner of a 
nearby cottage who offered us the use 
of his facilities to repair the car. With 
everything up and running again it was 
off to the last special test. The Allaway 
Astra completed the double with another 
impressive fail. Colin Jeffery in a class 3 
Escort produced fastest time of 11.2 
secs just beating Emma Flay and Phil 
Roberts , a precursor of things to come.   
 
Two hills from home was Hennaford. A 
rocky section which tested the Allstar 
Team again as Mike Collins’ Golf 
dispensed with its alternator belt. This 
caused Mike some grief, as the belt was 
new for the event. Now I’m not saying 
Mike is a hoarder but, guess what he 
had in the back of the Golf? Yes, the old 
belt! With the old belt pressed back into 
action we were all off again to the 
legendary Cutliffe Lane with its 
legendary brick built restart. Restart 
failures for 7 and 8s were on the cards. 
Tony Young who, up to this point had 
had a dismal day by his standards, got 
his well engineered special away to the 
only clean in classes 7 and 8. Adrian 
Marfell dropped 5 and lost the trial to 
Dave Hazelden’s class 1 Golf. As for 
myself in six attempts at Cutliffe Lane 

this was my first clean, having first 
attempted it way back in 1995 with the 
Hazelden Golf, which ended in diff 
failure at the restart. Then there were 
further attempts with my legendary MG 
Metro Turbo, which made impressive 
climbs to get past the gate posts at the 
bottom, but I finally reached the summit 
this year with the Astra. Tristan White 
who often marshals the restart on 
Cutliffe Lane lost the first class award in 
class 3 by stopping at the 2 marker and 
letting Phil Roberts take the award. 
Harvey Waters took the Ariel Motors 
Trophy. Adrian Marfell took the Roger 
Pole Trophy and Dave Hazelden won 
the event outright and took the Penhale 
Cup. 
 
Everyone made their way back to the 
West Country Inn after an excellent trial 
that ran like clockwork. Talking of 
clockwork as we entered the car park at 
the Inn John Cox asked us if we’d give 
him a lift up the road to his tow car and 
trailer, as the main spring in the purple 
Escort had broken again and needed 
recovering from the depths of Devon. 
Well John you’re consistent if nothing 
else! It looks like the Tractor Tug Trophy 
is in safe hands.  
 
Many thanks goes to the marshals and 
the organising team who managed to 
stop the whole field on a dry day. 
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2002 Exe Valley Trial  
by Phil Upton  

 

M ark and I set out on the 
Saturday evening down from 
my home in Feltham down 
the M3, A303 past Popham 

Airfield and M5 to Kingskerswell where 
my parents live. A lovely evening, 
sunglasses on heading into the setting 
sun. Unfortunately just after the crossing 
of the river past Exeter the Escort 
starting to make a blowing noise from 
the engine department. It was only a few 
miles to the “overnight” halt and 10pm 
so we drove at slower pace to have a 
look next morning. 
 

Next morning just before dawn Mum 
provided breakfast and at 7.30am we 
rolled the car down the hill away from 
the house to find the source of the noise. 
Fifteen minutes later and no further 
forward reluctantly we set off for the 
start, with exhaust blowing from 
somewhere round the manifold, but we 
didn’t know where. We were certain in 
the knowledge that it would never get 
through scrutineering. We filled up at 
Sainsbury’s Petrol station a mile or two 
down the road and Mark popped the 
bonnet to have another look and found a 
small pin hole just beneath the link pipe 
for No.1 & No 4 cylinder on the manifold. 
Not good but at last we knew what it was 
and ,of course, Mark had bought a new 
manifold in the week but hadn’t fitted 
it…! Mark reversed the car to the air & 
water stand and the attendants face was 
really funny, as the steam from the water 
on the manifold must have looked like 
the car was alight!! Exhaust putty, 
bandage, and spare exhaust clamp – I 
had wondered why the boot had no 
space for my overnight bag! – and 
twenty minutes later we were off and 
back at a normal noise level. Trouble 
was that we had 30 minutes until our 
start time and a 20 minute drive to the 

start. We really must thank the 
scrutineer who checked the car and the 
signing-on team, as we on the start line 
just one minute late. It felt a bit surreal 
driving to the first section, as we could 
not believe that we were on the event at 
all.  
 
As we drove down Blind Lane there 
were residents out in dressing gowns by 
the side of the road. Complete with the 
patio table & chairs they were having 
breakfast and waving at the passing 
competitors, which was interesting! The 
queue for Blind Lane gave me a chance 
to take a couple of pictures and talk a 
little to the competitors around us. The 
section turned out to be a very nice 
opening hill. Quite long and very narrow, 
riding up both banks at once! Must have 
been interesting in the wider Class 7  &8 
cars, especially the big Allard. 
Greenslinch with a restart for all was up 
next and again due the very dry 
conditions proved no problem for any of 
the classes. 
 
Lee Cross arrived shortly and was dry 
apart from a large pool of slurry on the 
run up to the start of the section. A 
queue had formed here also which 
provided a chance to look over the 
“updates” to Dave Turner’s blown BMW 
and have a look at Philip Mitchell’s new 
blue BMW from the Turner workshop. 
Lee Cross again proved dry and a little 
rocky with a tight right hand bend at the 
top of the climb which caught a large 
portion of the entry. It caught of all the 
class 3 cars apart from John Bell & Colin 
Jeffery. It also proved to be the only 
point Paul Harvey was to drop all day in 
the big red Allard J1 on his way to the 
Class 7 win. 
 
Blackalders Lane proved a good climb 
for the entire entry but saw the loss from 
the trial of Colin Perryman with his 
Skoda. 
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Oldridge was a continuation of 
Blackalders Lane and had a restart for 
all on the day. It was described as 
“slightly rough around the restart area”. 
That will be slightly rough as in the 
Titanic is slightly wet. We had taken a 
wrong turn before Blackalders Lane 
(driver not listening…!) and because of 
that John Bell, who took the correct 
route, had got in front of us a was the 
first Escort up Oldridge. He got the 
Escort wedged on the back axle at the 
top of the climb and then got into further 
problems when he was advised to 
reverse back and have another go. This 
allowed the following competitors the 
chance to save rims and put more 
pressure into the back tyres to get the 
axles a little higher. All this nullified his 
climb of Lee Cross earlier. Andrew 
Brown picked up 6 points here also. 
 
Tillerton was the next section and it was 
wet at the bottom. With pressure limits 
being used and Mark putting the car 
against a little step at the start caused a’ 
little moment’ when the car spun the 
inside wheel, but I had been eating my 
pies and moving myself to that wheel got 
us moving. The section was rough as 
usual but dry higher up. The restart 
caused a few competitors to pick up a 6 
including Paul Bartleman, Adrian 
Dommett and Arthur Vowden. This cost 
Arthur the class 7 spoils, as it was to be 
his only mistake.The tarmac run of 
Windout, complete with a restart for all, 
was next on the agenda. The marshals 
were being very strict about rolling back 
here and more than a few collected the 
six points on offer. 
 
Rebel’s Way was from the Torbay Trial’s 
Richard’s Rise and was a short blast up 
a steep grass bank, which was nice and 
grippy due to the lack of moisture. 
Special test 1 followed with the promise 
of a dunking in the river for failing to stop 
at Line B. It was a good test starting 
from Line A, turning sharp right through 

a gate down a lane to line B, back 
behind line B and left, to avoid the river, 
to stop across Line C. A natural route 
with no cones!! Unfortunately Adrian 
Marfell picked up a fail here which 
provided him with the only six points he 
was to collect all day. 
 
The rocks of Tipley with restarts for reds 
and yellows greeted us. Not a problem 
looking at the results for the people not 
stopping, but very few got off the restart 
even in the dry and it went a long way to 
settling the results for the upper classes. 
The men who managed it were Adrian 
Marfell, VW Special, Hans Viertel 
Renegade, Paul Harvey, Allard J1 and 
Arthur Vowden, Marlin. Just four! We 
stopped here to lend Eric Smith our 
trolley jack to change the wheel on his 
Marlin. 
 
Lenda Lane was next and due to the 
shale tipped down could be considered 
as a Class 0 section. At the top there 
was a small wait in the holding control 
for Simms. Good for a snack and more 
pictures. Simms – well Simms had dust 
on it! A bit different than its form in 
January. We made out first clean of the 
section ever and I took some pictures on 
the way up. Almost everyone who did 
not have the restart cleared the hill, 
including Bill Bennett in his J2. The 
restarting yellows and reds faired very 
well also. It did how ever claim Dudley 
Sterry’s MG, Antony Young’s VW, Phillip 
Potter’s Dellow, and Adrian Dommett’s 
Ford Special. The Ford Special at the 
bottom of the hill with its propshaft on 
floor. 
 
Waterless Lane provided the string in 
the tale of the event, but not before 
special test 2 had been completed. 
Along the lines of the first test and once 
again using natural boundaries 
Waterless Lane was a little damp at the 
bottom, with a rut on the way up 
complete with a tight right hand corner at 
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the top onto the tarmac road. The sharp 
right proved our undoing as the front 
wing ended up in it and we collected 
another point. However it was climeable 
as Emma Flay on her way to her class 
win had proved just before us and Colin 
Jeffery on his way to winning the trial 
outright had also proved just after us – 
well done both! Giles Greenslade also 
cleared this to take Class 4 and 7th 
overall. 
 
Nick Farmer made the most spectacular 
clean climb of Waterless Lane by putting 
on the handbrake as he came through 
the sharp right onto the tarmac and 
booting the Maestro to spin the front 
round. Only good enough for second in 
class, third overall, as Adrian Tucker-
Peake claimed the win and second 
overall, on the special test times. 

 
After driving to the finish and signing off 
all that lay ahead was the four and half 
hour drive home returning up the A303/
M3 to home. Good job we didn’t get a 
rain delayed event! An excellent well run 
trial and a credit to the Crash Box Club. 
Well worth a go at next year so put it in 
your diary. The complete results have 
been posted on the ACTC website if you 
have access . 
 
(If you don’t have access try your local 
library for free Internet access. It’’s 
called the People’s Network – ed) 

 

View of Simms from the bouncer’s seat of Mark Rosten-Edwards’ Escort 
 

(Photo by  Phil Upton) 
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C Lidstone A1 0 17.83  E Smith 7 20 59.89 

D Lidstone A1 0 19.58  R Goodright 7 6 41.03 

D Mason A1 0 19.69  A Brown 7 12 44.68 

B Griffin A1 0 18.18  M Warnes 7 6 39.44 

R Gerrring A1 0 16.77  A Vowden 7 6 36.13 

V Ashford A1 6 22.54  T Johns 7  NS  

C Cornish A1 5 18.75  P Harden 7 NS  

L Nightingale A2 6 20.28  G Greenslade 4 1 39.87 

J Heale  A2 0 18.16  F Stephens 4 12 55.05 

J Ashford A2 0 16.84  C Perryman 4 R  

B Murray A2 12 25.35  P Mitchell 3 2 51.06 

K Johnson C 11 22.97  D Turner 3 2 40.7 

S Edwards D 7 30.65  M Rosten-Edwards 3 2 36.46 

C Yandle E 12 32.84  J Bell 3 2 34.66 

A Marfell 8 6 45.47  P Roberts 3 8 39.1 

A Allard 8 14 50.54  P Parker 3 8 37.82 

P Potter 8 15 35.43  C Jeffrey 3 0 32.48 

C Shopland 8 18 33.92  E Flay 3 1 36.51 

S Wickers  8 NS   J Cox 3 79 59.5 

B Partridge 8 R   D Bolt NS   

A Young 8 27 32.18  B Bennett 2 1 42.88 

R Murch 8 R   J Wilton 2 24 68.72 

D Sterry 8 12 33.05  B Dyke 2 90 72.53 

D Dyer 8 0 40.81  P Allaway 1 6 42.42 

R Coles 8 17 48.7  T Jeffries 1 14 38.37 

H Viertel 8 1 36.18  N Farmer 1 0 36.44 

P Bartleman 8 12 30.36  J Holcombe 1 6 39.07 

A Dommett 8 18 44.23  M Collins 1 12 52.57 

P Harvey 7 2 39.61  D Haizelden 1 6 38.01 

R Bricknell 7 6 37.24  A Tucker-Peake 1 0 33.36 

R Coffin 7 6 40.73  D Symons 1 0 40.96 

2002 Exe Valley Trial Results 
 
 
                                                  Class    Mark        Time                                                                      Class   Mark        Time 
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Fourtune Engineering
T ria ls cars preparation & fabr ica tion specia list

Complete car preparat ion & modificat ions
Windscreens made to your draw ings

T yre  racks, sump guards etc
Air bott le repairs & refi lls

T ria l tyre  gauges 0 -30  psi  w ith quick  deflate valve
Needle Roller Diff  Pins B Series axles

If you need it making or mending give me a ring.
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a  fortune.

4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos GL51 9TL
Junction 10 - M5

Tel: 01242 680620  Mobile: 07973 128189

Silkolene 
 

Chatsworth SAE30/40 5 litres …....   £13.60 
Rhino SAE140 5 litres …………..…  £15.50 
 

Millers 
 

Pistoneeze 30&40 5 litres ……..….  £13.30 
Transverse ‘M’ Classic 5 litres …...  £16.90 
CFS full synthetic 5w40 5 litres …..  £34.00 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml Box 10 special price               £30.00 
 
 

All prices include V AT 
 

£7.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

 
Penrite 

 

Steering box lubricant 500ml ……… £4.99 
Shock absorber oil Nos 1&2 500ml ..£3.70 
 

Castrol 
 

XL30 SAE30 4.54 litres ……….….    £16.99 
XL40 SAE40 4.54 litres ………….     £16.99 
R40 SAE40 5 litres …………….        £25.05 
Castrol Valvemaster plus 250ml ….. £9.99 
ALSO tyres, competition preparation – all 
classes catered for 
 

Reliability brings success 

VINTAGE & SPORT CAR SERVICES  
CLASSIC LUBRICANTS 

Tim Whellock — Tel/Fax 01460 66434 
mail@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 
www.vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

 
 

Many more items available! 
Just contact us for stock list 

22 

Edinburgh Trial 2002 by Phil 
Potter and John Wilton, 
Dellow 1172cc No. 
151 - Class 8 
 

I n and around 30 years of trialling 
with the MCC I can hardly recall not 
having a last minute issue. This year 
it was with my brother Steve's 

Trojan - car 150, which decided to crack 
a piston crown two days before the 
event. Being somewhat Trojan technical, 
I was involved to get the car repaired the 
same day as the event startedl In the 
end it resulted in Steve being taken to 
hospital with a deeply cut arm after the 
Trojan hand starter mechanism had 
slipped, making it impossible for him to 
take part in the trial. At this point it was 
decided that I would take Steve's 
navigator John Wilton instead of my 
wife, Christine. This would be John's first 
Edinburgh Trial and also his first 
overnight trial. 
 
Back to the trial. Dry weather forever, 
some new hills, a new start and a new 
lunch stop - plenty to look forward to! 
How will they stop me this year? 
 
Moto Services, the organisation there 
was good. We arrived one and a half 
hours early, surprising how quickly you 
can manage 150 miles at night, even in 
an 1172cc Dellow. 
 
Another surprise was that there were 
already delays at the first section. Surely 
this is unusual as it was dry? Interesting 
deviation here into the field for class 7 & 
8. With high tyre pressures for Class 8, it 
meant zero pumping up for us all day, 
also giving me the challenge to 
understand what the car would do on 
18psi! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Bently Brook seemed less crowded than 
I remember, with breakfasts duly arriving  
with limitless tea. The event progressed 
but ongoing delays at the start of 
sections were evident - why? I could see 
no apparent reason for this unless there 
were problems with class 0 vehicles 
slightly earlier than ourselves? 
 
Highlights of the day were: 
 
 The number of gates to open and 

shut. (Would John agree with 
this)?  

 The Putwells, with their super 
restarts. 

 Bamford as rough as 
usual - great stuffl!  

 Great Hucklow and a slightly 
damaged wheel rim.  

 The special tests, they suited the 
car and driver - brilliant! 

 
Lowlights were: 
 
 Litton Slack which I failed after 

early rain.  
 2 hours late finishing  
 The marshals’ constant 

comments “Where have all the 
cars been - we have been here 
18 hours already". 

 
In conclusion a good event considering 
the dry spell, but some serious lateness 
issues, of which the root cause needs to 
be understood and eradicated for next 
year. Many thanks to the organisers, 
and in particular the marshals for their 
dedication and commitment so 
cheerfully given. 



23 

Class 0 on the Edinburgh by 
David Murrell 
 
Many congratulations to the MCC on 
successfully completing the first full year 
of class 0 trialling in the UK. Whilst the 
introduction of this new class has posed 
several new organisational issues, it 
seems likely that the MCC will continue 
the experiment for many years to come. 
 
Class 0 allows new members to 
participate on broadly similar routes to 
the main trials but probably without 
doing as much potential damage to the 
machinery. 34 bike and car entries in the 
Edinburgh may not sound a lot. But with 
the MCC entries not being at full 
capacity for any of its previous seven 
events in the last year or so, it 
represents a useful additional source of 
income to a viable but not cash rich club. 
 
The lifeblood of any club is the 
continued recruitment of new members. 
Class 0 enables several first time 
entrants to sample the sport before 
possibly moving on to the main trials. 
Class 0 also enables a number of longer 
standing bike and car entrants to have a 
chance of an award which the ever more 
difficult main trials often make nearly 
impossible. For example how many and 
how often are Morgans ever going to get 
to the top of the toughest sections in the 
main MCC and ACTC trials. 
 
This year, only a quarter of the main car 
trial classes 2 to 6 obtained gold or silver 
medals from the 12 full sections 
completed. Is it time for some to 
consider the prospect of 100% 
clearance for an 0 award, even though 
the standard is obviously lower? Does 
this mean that lots of main trials car 
entrants will drop down to class 0 to gain 
an award? Probably not as only one in 
three 0 starters received an award at 
this year's Edinburgh. But for many the 

fun and the 
challenge is 
what really 
matters in 
an amateur 
sport where 
an 
inexpensive 
medal or 
award 
means an 
awful lot to 
the 
fortunate recipient. 
 
It should also not be forgotten that 0 
entries like Vincents, BSAs, Rileys, 
Singers and Morgans are valuable in 
maintaining the much needed positive 
public relations required in trialling 
today. Their existence must be 
preserved to insulate the sport against 
the ever increasing threat of negative 
public reactions to class 8 specials 
beating up the countryside. Many ACTC 
event sections are now so rough that 
nearly all car competitors are in classes 
7 and 8. 
 
One of the problems of class 0 is that 
more marshals are required for the 
additional 0 sections. Obtaining 
sufficient marshals even for the main 
trials has proved an increasing problem. 
But the clerk of the course and his team 
somehow got there in the end. In 
addition, there are more costs and time 
spent on running the trial, for example 
producing separate route instructions, 
markings and other literature. 
 
The choice of sections for class 0 is not 
always easy either. There has to be a 
few really challenging sections and 
conditions change every year. A few 0 
competitors thought Wigber Low and 
one or two others were a little rough for 
their limited ground clearance even 
though they successfully climbed them. 
But it's impossible for the organisers to 
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Unidentified sidecars on Peak Pasture and Calton 
 

(Photos by Pat Toulmin) 
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Class 0 on Calton  Alan Spencer, Mini and Chris Adeney, Morgan 
 

(Photos by Pat Toulmin and Pete Hart) 
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please all the competitors all the time. 
 
So how did our 1955 Morgan Plus 4 get 
on in Derbyshire? It has been a 
traumatic year with more jump starts 
than some have had hot dinners. After 
successfully completing the previous 10 
MCC trials in the Morgan, Crackington in 
the Lands End marked the second 
retirement of the year. But we set out in 
the usual hope and anticipation after 
Mike Coram at FHDouglas had clearly 
solved the problem of getting the car to 
start when it was hot. 
 
My gutsy daughter, Julia, and I now 
alternate the driving and we were getting 
increasingly excited at being clear on all 
sections before the better than usual 
lunch at the Poachers Arms. This 
success rate had only happened once to 
me as a driver before, as long ago as 
1996 when a failure at Litton Stack in the 
afternoon stopped us from a gold award. 
 
This time we were ecstatic at climbing 
the 0 section at Litton Slack. Even 
though it was relatively easy if taken at 
the right speed, we had never seen the 
top before. We laughed when even a 
herd of cows came running across their 
field to see us pumping up the tyres and 
to congratulate us on this first time 
experience. Haydale was pleasurable to 
climb again because two years ago it 
had taken us 45 minutes to make the 
start line in the mud. For the first time we 
often saw and chatted to the bike 
competitors who always manage to 
amaze us with their cheerfulness and 
their navigation, particularly in the dark. 
 
The Elmore special test was cancelled 
for 0 competitors when three cars just 
before us appeared not to make the 
holding control let alone the special test 
beyond it. So on to Bamford Clough. 
Having climbed it right to the top four 
previous times, going halfway was never 
likely to be a problem. But the time taken 

by each attempt and several late running 
competitors started a serious further 
delay on the main trial. It's clear that in 
future 0s must finish Bamford well 
before the main trials cars arrive. 
 
We knew there was a problem at lunch 
when there should have been an hour's 
worth of 120 car drivers and passengers 
there when we left. There were in fact 
only nine then in the Poachers Arms and 
the hostelry was worried about what was 
going to happen to all the food they had 
cooked. 
 
Then drama struck in the last two hours 
of the trial. Another puncture caused a 
tyre change. Then, after completing the 
inconsequential Peak Pasture and the 
Hassop special test, the clutch packed 
up with two sections to go. It happened 
right in the middle of nowhere high up on 
gravel in the Derbyshire dales. 
Fortunately forestry workers towed us to 
a decent road where the tow truck came 
quickly. Then a little rest before the 
usual great family dinner with my son, 
Alan, and his friend, Simon Barton, who 
were driving my Marlin in the main trial. 
 
Well done to Graham Weekes and all 
involved in the trial. The amount of 
voluntary time and effort that goes into 
organising the MCC trials is 
unbelievable and should never suffer 
from lack of appreciation. We now have 
an ambition of gaining class 0 awards in 
all three MCC trials. How long will it 
take? 
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Lead Replacement Fuel  
 
For those of us running older cars, 
whether out of choice or necessity, the 
removal of 4-star leaded petrol from 
widespread availability a couple of years 
ago was a potential problem. The lead 
compounds of tetra-ethyl lead (TEL) and 
tetra-methyl lead (TML) were found to 
have benefits as a fuel additive in the 
1920s and were to he found in most 
commercial fuels from the 1930s. 
 
One of the two main benefits is as a 
lubricant to the valve seats dramatically 
reducing the wear on the valve scat 
(really only the exhaust valve scat) 
during high speed and high load engine 
operation. The lead compound is 
deposited on the valve head and the 
valve seat and acts as a lubricant as the 
valve rotates onto its seat every time the 
valve closes. There is a memory effect, 
and so even the intermittent use if a 
leaded fuel will give considerable 
reductions in valve seat wear. Modern 
engines have hardened seats that resist 
wear. Generally these are of a special 
material and inserted into the aluminium 
cylinder head. But older engines with 
cast iron cylinder beads (or cylinder 
block in the case of side valve engines) 
have 'soft' valve seats that can wear 
rapidly under conditions of high exhaust 
temperature unless some wear-reducing 
additive is used. 
 
The other main benefit of adding lead to 
the fuel is as an octane improver. Indeed 
TEL and TNIL are two of the most 
powerful octane improvers known, and 
minute amounts can increase the 
research octane number (RON) by 4 
numbers. (eg 95 RON becomes 99 RON 
with the addition of lead). 
 
With the prohibition of lead from petrol 
by Brussels Directive (except that 0.5% 
of petrol sales are permitted to include 

lead for 'historic cars'), the oil companies 
introduced LRP as a replacement. 
These all use a metal additive, usually 
potassium, phosphorous, manganese or 
sodium. But none match the 
performance of lead. In addition, it is 
inadvisable to mix the different metals 
(they can react against each other), and 
it is especially not advised to use LRP 
with occasional fills of leaded petrol. 
 
With rapidly diminishing sales of LRP, it 
is likely that it will be withdrawn from the 
market by the oil companies within the 
next two years. (They need the pump for 
the new range of fuels being 
introduced). Thereafter, in most cases, 
there will be no alternative but to use 
lead-free petrol and an additive 
purchased separately and to dose your 
own fuel. 
 
The octane of a fuel is a measure of the 
fuel's resistance to detonation (often 
referred to as 'pinking' or 'knocking'). 
Detonation occurs when, after the spark 
plug has ignited the air-fuel mixture, 
some of the remaining unburnt mixture 
explodes, or burns extremely rapidly, 
rather than progressively as in normal 
combustion. The exploding mixture sets 
up a pressure wave inside the cylinder 
which sets the cylinder walls ringing 
(vibrating). This gives rise to the 
"pinking" noise that can be audible from 
inside the car.  
 
Detonation can occur at almost any 
engine speed, but is much more 
prevalent at lower engine speeds. (1,000 
rpm to 2,500 rpm).  At these lower 
speeds, detonation is not normally 
engine damaging, and, curiously, the 
best power and fuel economy may occur 
when the engine is detonating. In the 
late 1970s, when fuel economy suddenly 
became a big issue in the USA (vehicle 
manufacturers have to pay substantial 
fines if their vehicles do not achieve 
certain fuel economy levels), Ford ran 
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an advertising campaign that included 
the phrase "Detonation – the noise of 
economy". But detonation, especially if 
prolonged, can lead to engine problems 
and is best avoided.   
 
High-speed detonation (say above 3000 
rpm) can be very detrimental to the 
engine's health! High constant speed 
knock can cause loss of power and 
damage to the cylinder head, piston and 
head gasket.  In some engines, 
detonation at high speed 'runs away' – it 
leads, very rapidly, to pre-ignition (where 
the mixture starts to burn before the 
sparkplug fires.). The insulating layer of 
gas that 'sits' on top of the piston is 
'blown away', and the temperature of the 
piston increases rapidly and soon the 
piston crown melts, (a holed piston). The 
process can happen so quickly, that 
even if the driver hears the detonation 
and switches the engine off immediately, 
the damage may already have been 
done. 
 
A fuel's resistance to detonation is its 
octane rating. In fact, there are two 
octane ratings, the Research Octane 
Number (or RON) and the Motor Octane 
Number (MON). RON measures the 
fuel's resistance at low engine speed, 
and is the figure normally quoted at the 
pump in the UK and most European 
countries. Current octane numbers for 
commercial fuels are between 92 RON 
(widely available in Germany), and 98 
RON (Shell Optimax). Standard 
unleaded petrol has a minimum RON of 
95, and LRP (and super unleaded) have 
a minimum octane of 97 RON (often 98 
octane abroad). The old, long lamented 
five-start fuel (not seen in 25 years) had 
an octane rating of 100 RON. (Esso 
Golden was 101 RON). 
 
The Motor Octane Number is similar but 
assesses the fuel's quality at higher 
engine speeds. Typically for current UK 
road fuels, MON is between 85 and 89, 

although this is 
rarely 
publicised.  If 
you have been 
to the USA, you 
may have seen 
'super' labelled 
as 92 octane. 
That is 
because their 
octane number is the average of the 
MON and RON values.  (eg 97RON + 
87MON  / 2 = 92 US octane). 
  
For a given engine, detonation is 
dependant on the octane rating of the 
fuel and the ignition timing (and other 
factors such as throttle angle, engine 
temperature and the humidity of the air 
drawn into the cylinder).  Several engine 
design features influence the engine's 
tendency to detonate; these include the 
shape of the intake ports and the 
combustion chamber, and the 
compression ratio. 
 
Interestingly, water/steam is an excellent 
anti-knock compound, and can also give 
a real power increase. For these 
reasons, it was used in Spitfires during 
the war, and is used in some racing cars 
to-day, but those running classic cars 
probably won't want to fit water-injection 
just to overcome a little bit of 'pinking'. 
 
In the next issue, we will look at what 
can be done to your car to overcome the 
problems that might be caused by 
switching from LRP to ordinary 95 RON 
unleaded petrol. 
 

Jonathan Toulmin 
 

(with many thanks to Nigel Elliott of 
Exxon Mobil for checking/correcting 
this!). 
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which in my opinion is essential to differentiate the MCC trials from 
the club events which may form rounds of any current classic trials 
championship. The entry list makes interesting reading - Arthur 

MG Midland Centre Autumn 
Trial 2002  
 

T his was 
probably the 
driest Burton 
Dassett that 

most of us could 
remember and so a bit 
easier than usual.  
Even so we managed 
to get a few points off most of the 
entrants, and they seemed to enjoy 
themselves which is what it’s all about. 
 

The results show why the pre-war trials 
teams of Austin Sevens were called 
“The Grasshoppers”, those in class 2 
certainly lived up to that description on 
the Dassett hills. The lowest overall 
score both on raw score and index was 
the 1927 A7 special driven by Roger 
Davis who only dropped 16 points all 
day, well done!  Dual entry David Dye 
was close behind on 18 (think it was his 
car). 
 

The principal awards at this event, 
however, are for MG’s, and this year we 
could have 
done with a 
few more pre-
55 entries.  
The best MG 
was David 
Manning 
driving his 
dad’s Midget 
scoring 28 (82 
on index) to 
win the Allen 
Trophy. The 
Autumn Cup 
then went to 
the alternate 
best (pre-‘55) 
MG. This was 
Peter Green’s 
MGPB ex. 
Crawford Cream 

Cracker car JB 7524 driven by Patrick 
Boghossian. 
 
The other awards went to Rick 
Willoughby (Minor), Richard Tomkins 
(Imp), David Spraggett (Plus 4),  Alan  
Foster (Plus 8), & Ian Ramsay (Marlin) 
with First in Class awards. Second in 
Class awards went to David Dye (A7) 
and Peter Manning (Midget). The best 
Novice was John Alcock (VW), and the 
best Non-expert was Bob Richards 
(Imp). 
 
This year the MGCC Midland Centre 
Inter-Centre Team Award was held over 
from the Spring Trial again and we 
managed to field teams from the 
Midland, AWC, and South East Centres. 
The S. East team of Michael & Colin 
Weeks and Keith Pettit won with a total 
of 114 (361 on index). Well done all of 
you, do come and enter our Spring Trial 
at Lintridge Farm near Ledbury next 
March, either on Sunday the  16th or 
23rd, we will send you regs, hope to see 
you there. 
 

Brian Osborn 

Alan Grassam & Pam Jobling, Morgan V8 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 
The Ford Zephyr and the 115bhp Volvo 
P1800 sports coupe were the popular 
cars of the day constantly appearing on 
television in "Z Cars" and "The Saint”. 
The latest dance craze was "The Twist” 
and the first push button controlled 
Panda crossings were introduced in 
London. The year was 1962, forty years 
ago, and I was about to embark in 
motorsport, which was not easy as my 
only form of transport was a 125cc 
Vespa scooter from which I regularly 
departed following an uncontrolled skid 
and which necessitated yet another new 
pair of trousers. As I worked in a bank at 
the time where suits were compulsory 
dress code I always ordered a new suit 
as one jacket coupled with two pairs of 
trousers, thus ensuring that when one 
pair was torn to shreds I could still 
adhere to their code. 
 
It was whilst examining the colour of 
cheques one day that I received a 
telephone call from local rally driver 
Eddie Harris asking me if I would like 
some map reading practice that evening. 
My response was instantaneous and 
thus commenced my long involvement 
with various forms of motor sport but 
with rallies and car trials in particular. 
For the record it was the Cornwall Rally 
and we came second in the novice class 
in an Austin A40 Farina. The class 
winner had 420 penalties, we had 2080 
and the remaining two in the class 
retired! Exactly forty years later in the 
international Monte Carlo Challenge the 
result would be a more pleasing 4th 
overall and V' in class. Later in 1962 I 
purchased my first car a 1957 Austin 
A35 and changed competition seats. 
Once again, this time as driver in the 
novice class participating in Truro and 
District Motor Club's 1963 January Rally 
I came second, beaten by Jack 

Heminsley and a certain Graham Brasier 
navigating a Mini Cooper. 
 
One or two rallies followed but by now 
the Rootes Group had introduced the 
Hillman Imp which I had been advised 
were having some success in car trials. I 
had already "written off' two Austin A35s 
and so I decided to purchase one of 
these relatively new rear- engined 
vehicles and quickly commenced an 
association with trials which continues to 
this day. 
 
As a youngster I lived within exhaust 
notes of Bluehills Mine and although we 
did not possess a car within the family I 
can remember recording the entrants' 
competition numbers whilst watching the 
motorbikes and cars climb the main road 
Tregea Hill at Portreath on their route to 
Land's End. Thus, the very first trial I 
entered was the 1966 Land's End in an 
unmodified 875cc Hillman Imp, the only 
additions being a sump guard and, from 
memory Dunlop SP44 "grip tyres", which 
were permissible in those days. My 
navigator was John Baglow from North 
Devon for whom I had navigated in a 
number of rallies using his Austin Healey 
Sprite. 
 
There were only four car classes in 
1966. Class 111, which appeared to 
cater for "Specials" (now classes 7 and 
8 combined), class 1Va (front engine 
rear wheel drive). Class 1Vb (rear 
engine) and class V (principally sports 
cars). From the entry list of 263, perhaps 
not unexpectedly I cannot identify any 
front wheel drive cars. The motorcycles 
also consisted of four classes, one 
designated WD, which appears to 
indicate "war department" as the riders 
were Majors, Gunners, Sergeants or 
Corporals! 
 
The trial started from Lewdown, 
Kenilworth or Colnbrook and 
incorporated the traditional night run 
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Bonwick, (former MCC chairman) 249cc 
FrancisBarnett, Gerry Woolcott (current 
MCC vice president) 498cc Matchless, 
Les Bowler ( current MCC committee 
member), 590cc BMW R60, Alan Cundy 
and Roger Bricknell 1172cc Ford 
Populars, John Chatham (racing driver) 
2660cc Austin Healey, Barbara Holding 
(now Mrs Richard Uren) 875cc Hillman 
Imp, Robin Moore 1271cc Wolseley 
Hornet Special, Peter Morgan (current 
MCC vice president) 2138cc Morgan 
Plus 4 Plus, Geoff Margetts (former 
MCC Treasurer) 1498cc Morgan 4/4, 
John Sargeant and Frank Edkins 1192cc 
VW's , Peter Le Couteur 1172cc Dellow, 
John Tucker-Peake 1500cc Ford Cortina 
and the ubiquitous Angus Stewart in a 
1172cc Ford Popular. 
 
Trials were very new to me and I well 
remember setting the tyre pressures at 
14psi where they remained for the whole 
event including the road mileage. All of 
the hills looked difficult but none more so 
than when I approached Darracott in 
torrential rain. The hill looked like an 
impossible vertical muddy wall and I 

watched in trepidation as John 
Chatham, whom I was following, hurled 
the big Healey up the hill. To my 
surprise the little Imp followed but John 
Baglow was half asleep after the long 
night run and forgot to warn me of the 
restart after the second hairpin. I 
climbed the hill, obviously drove through 
the restart, but went on to win a second 
class award (now silver medal) in my 
first event. Amongst the first class 
awards (now a gold medal) were Gerry 
Woolcott, John Chatham, Barbara 
Holding, Robin Moore, Peter Morgan, 
Geoff Margetts, Frank Edkins, Peter Le 
Couteur, Angus Stewart and John 
Tucker-Peake.  
 
Incidentally this was the last occasion 
that the renowned Hustyn hill was used 
in anger. It would be another fourteen 
years before being included into the 
Land's End with a double restart 
test - but by then it was tarmac. The 
photograph depicts my Hillman Imp 
approaching the first of the notorious 
steps on Hustyn - note the crowds and 
the fencing. 
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Having acquired the bug for trials I then 
competed in a number of club events in 
the South West. The readers of Restart 
should be aware that at that time the 
classic trials scene was not as clearly 
identified as it is today, the only true 
classics being the Exeter, Land's End 
and Derbyshire (now the Edinburgh), 
Stroud and District Motor Clubs' 
Cotswold Clouds and the now much 
missed Guy Fawkes night and day event 
organised by Falcon Motor Club. The 
remaining events were more akin to 
production car trials, albeit at that time 
with loosely defined regulations. 
 
North Cornwall Motor Club promoted 
their Tamar Trial in the October with the 
overall award being won by lan Headon 
in his IRH Special. Class wins were 
obtained by Martin Appleton (of Ford 
Cortina fame), Goerge Menhenick, John 
Blewett (in his ex-MotoBaldet Hillman 
Imp which will be mentioned in future 
editions of "Section Ends"), and Ted 
Dennis. I was now beginning to acquire 
an element of skill with the Hillman Imp 
gaining a second class award. 
 
The MCC's 12th Derbyshire Trial 
starting from Findern, Nr Derby took 
place on the 12th November. There 
were 172 entrants of which one was a 
175cc Lambretta scooter. It should be 
borne in mind that the true Edinburgh 
Trial (the Derbyshire took over the 
Edinburgh mantle when the MCC 
decided not continue to run that historic 
event) was the "Edinburgh Trial and 
Scoot to Scotland", thus attracting a 
number of scooter entries which were 
popular forms of transport in the '60's. It 
was the first MCC event to be materially 
affected by the then new M0T 
Competitions and Trials Regulations 
which necessitated no earlier than a 
7am start time if the trial was not to be 
classified as a "night event" thereby 
limiting the entries to 120. 

 
The trial incorporated hills well known to 
competitors today, such as Putwell, 
Litton Slack and Bamford Clough but old 
favourites such as Old Lees, New 
Tunstead and Taxal seem to have been 
lost in the mist of time. Four well known 
names won their respective 
classes - Peter Le Couteur (1172cc 
Dellow), Don Statton (1057cc Vauxhall 
Viva - now there's a revelation), Frank 
Edkins (1285cc VW Beetle) and Amic Le 
Fevre (1498cc Morgan). Once again I 
won a second class award having failed 
a very slippery Litton Slack. Having also 
come second again in North Cornwall 
Motor Club's David Ayres Memorial Trial 
at the end of 1966 I began to wonder if I 
would ever reach the top of the podium. 
 
Philip Mitchell who commenced trialling 
in the 1965 Land's End guiding his Ford 
Popular up the gradient of Bluehills. He 
had been "towed" up an earlier section 
on the event, the tow removing the front 

bumper, plus spotlights which rapidly 
ascended the hill leaving the stricken car 
at a standstill. Note the racing roundels 
(the car was also used for autocrossing) 
and the ubiquitous Helphos windscreen 
light. 
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Championship 
Chat 
 

Hello everybody. This is my first effort 
for Restart since taking over the role of 
Championship Secretary from Giles 
Greenslade, so I thought that a few 
personal details wouldn’t come amiss. 
I’m a mere babe-in-arms compared to 
the majority of classic triallers, having 
started on the Land’s End in 1997 as 
passenger to Stuart Harrold in his Troll. 
After that I was hooked and Stuart the 
Troll and I have had a great deal of fun 
over the past five years without once 
seriously troubling the engravers. I’ve 
also met a huge number of interesting 
and likeable people. 
 

In January this year I was retired from 
the day job, mainly on the grounds of 
having too many grey hairs, and when 
Giles decided to stand down from the 
job it seemed an ideal opportunity to get 
more involved with a sport that I 
thoroughly enjoy.  At this point I must 
say a word of thanks to Michael Leete 
who ‘encouraged’ me to put my name 
forward. Away from trialling I am an avid 
fan of Grandson No1 (No 2 will be with 
us by New Year), I have a share in an 
allotment (with brewery attached) and 
I’m starting to make full use of all the 
woodworking gizmos that I bought whilst 
dreaming of retirement. 
 

On now to the main point of this article, 
the various championship tables. Before 
I dive into the details let me explain that I 
have compiled and entered the points 
for the Taw & Torridge and the Exe 
Valley. So if there are any errors or 
omissions these are entirely mine so 
please let me know if corrections are 
needed.  
 

Wheelspin League 
Adrian Marfell continues to lead the 
table, followed closely by Messrs 
Greenslade, Bricknell, Emma Flay and 
David Hazelden. That makes five 
different classes in the top five positions. 
Class 2, in the shape of Bill Bennett, is 
not far behind this leading quintet. 
Leaving aside the MCC events there 
have been winners in the one-day 
events from four classes, with class 1 
taking three victories (I am counting the 
Exe Valley in this total because of the 
second place for Adrian Tucker-Peake 
with the actual winner not being a 
contender for the championship) So, all 
told it seems that there is a pretty 
healthy spread of winners across a lot of 
the classes, which should continue to 
provide interest throughout the whole 
field for the rest of the season. 
 

Crackington League 
Giles Greenslade leads the Crackington, 
having overtaken Roger Bricknell after 
the Taw and Torridge.   Bill Bennett and 
his MG are in second place, followed by 
Messrs Marfell, Bricknell, Allaway and 
Hazelden. Again, plenty of classes 
represented in the top places and it will 
be interesting to see what transpires 
when the ‘Best 9’ rule kicks in later . 
 

Navigator’s League 
Francesca Plimmer, Liz Bennett and 
Tina Allaway have really turned the 
Navigator’s Championship into a Coupe 
des Dames, filling, as they do, the first 
three places. The nearest ‘mere male’ is 
Aaron Hazelden (the youngest 
competitor?) in fourth place, followed by 
John Treasaden passengering for David 
Dyer in the Cannon. This is the table 
with which I am having the most trouble.  
 
The entry lists for the last two events 
have been littered with ‘TBA’ as the 
navigators for a number of points-
scoring drivers. Navigators please 
examine the table carefully and let me 
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know if I have omitted your score from 
either event because of lack of 
information. 
 

Team League 
The Team League is true two horse race 
and at the moment Burnt Mud (Messrs 
Greenslade, Allaway and Young) are 
some way ahead of the VW MG Trac 
Team of A Dommett, David Hazelden 
and Bill Bennett. However, with many 
more points available for the team, as 
opposed to individuals, there is still 
plenty of time for this to be turned round. 
 

Event Organisers 
Please let me have the results for your 
championship round as soon as 
possible. Please remember also that Pat 
Toulmin needs a copy as well so that 
she is able to include the results in the 
appropriate Restart.  Electronic copies 
are perfectly OK (indeed preferable) for 
this purpose. Would you also send me 
copies of the entry list and, if available, a 
copy of the signing on sheets particularly 
those for the navigators. It would also be 

helpful if the navigators had to print their 
names and provide their event numbers 
because most of their signatures are 
totally illegible from the examples I’ve 
seen! 
 

Being very new to this job I think I’m 
doing what I’m supposed to be doing.  If 
not, please let me know and I’ll do what I 
can to correct the mistakes. Because of 
Stuart Harrold’s increasing business 
travel I am unlikely to be competing in as 
many events as 2000 but I do hope to 
spectate/marshal on some of the events 
closest to home, which should allow me 
to put more faces to names. 
 

Finally, please make sure that your 
ACTC applications are returned as soon 
as possible after the receipt of this 
Restart . 
 

Chris 
 
 

  

A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL

THE ULTRABURN UNIT
A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR 

VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES
GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES

PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT

FIT AN ULTRABURN UNIT NOW

AVAILABLE FROM
R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR

Main Distributors to the vintage and classic movement
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list
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W heelspin League 2002
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Adrian Marfell 5 2 10 9 3 9 38
Giles Greenslade 5 7 3 10 5 4 34
Roger Bricknell 5 7 10 5 2 29
Emma Flay 3 3 5 9 5 25
David Haizelden 5 5 5 10 25
Bill Bennett 1 5 4 7 3 20
Adrian Tucker-Peake 1 7 3 9 20
Adrian Dommett 5 9 5 19
Clive Kalber 5 6 5 16
Carl Talbot 3 8 5 16
David Turner 5 2 3 6 16
Simon W oodall 5 4 5 14
Arthur Vowden 3 5 5 13
Paul Allaway 3 3 5 1 12
Terry Coventry 9 3 12
Michael Collins 1 10 11
David Dyer 5 6 11
Tony Rothin 1 3 7 11
David Symons 3 1 7 11
John Bell 8 2 10
Tommy Kalber 5 5 10
Terry Ball 5 1 3 9
Paul Eamer 4 5 9
Michael Leete 8 1 9
Tony Young 1 8 9
Gerald Burridge 3 5 8
David Miller 3 1 3 7
Mal Allen 3 3 6
Ross Nuten 3 3 6
Phil Roberts 6 6
Bill Rosten 5 1 6
Dudley Sterry 1 5 6
Stephen Bailey 5 5
Barry Clarke 5 5
Ian Davis 5 5
Gina Mallett 5 5
Ian Moss 5 5
Nigel Moss 5 5
Robin Preedy 5 5
Chris Bale 1 3 4
Steve Lawrence 1 3 4
Brian Partridge 3 1 4
Mark Rosten-Edwards 3 1 4
Duncan W elch 1 3 4
Andrew Brown 3 3
Jeff Buchanan 3 3
John Cox 3 3
Richard Dawe 3 3
Stuart Harrold 3 3
Michael Hayward 3 3
John Ludford 3 3
Peter Manning 3 3
Richard Peck 3 3
Keith Sanders 1 1 1 3
David Sargeant 3 3
Neal Vile 3 3
David Bache 1 1 2
Alan Selwood 1 1 2
Michael W arnes 1 1 2
Tim W hellock 1 1 2
Nigel Allen 1 1
Tony Branson 1 1
Neil Bray 1 1
Ray Easterbrook 1 1
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Crackington League 2002
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Giles Greenslade 5.0 10.0 10.3 10.2 3.0 10.8 10.2 10.3 69.8
Bill Bennett 1.0 8.4 10.5 10.1 5.0 10.2 10.1 10.3 65.6
Adrian Marfell 5.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 3.0 11.0 9.0 61.0
Roger Bricknell 5.0 10.4 10.7 10.2 5.0 10.7 8.8 60.8
Paul Allaway 3.0 6.7 6.5 10.2 5.0 10.7 9.6 5.8 57.5
David Haizelden 5.0 7.7 10.5 5.0 9.7 10.6 7.8 56.3
Michael Collins 1.0 10.7 8.5 9.2 8.7 7.6 4.8 50.5
Emma Flay 3.0 10.5 5.0 10.8 7.0 9.9 46.2
David Dyer 5.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 10.0 39.0
Tony Young 1.0 9.0 10.0 7.0 9.0 36.0
Carl Talbot 3.0 10.0 9.0 5.0 8.0 35.0
David Turner 5.0 10.0 3.0 8.8 6.9 33.7
Simon W oodall 5.0 7.0 5.0 6.0 10.0 33.0
Adrian Tucker-Peake 1.0 8.7 3.0 7.7 10.8 31.2
Dudley Sterry 1.0 4.0 4.0 5.0 10.0 7.0 31.0
Clive Kalber 5.0 10.7 5.0 9.9 30.6
Tommy Kalber 5.0 9.4 5.0 8.9 28.3
Arthur Vowden 3.0 9.7 5.0 9.8 27.5
John Bell 8.0 9.8 8.9 26.7
David Symons 3.0 7.5 1.0 5.7 8.8 26.0
Bill Rosten 5.0 9.3 9.2 23.5
Richmond Coffin 7.7 6.9 6.8 21.4
Adrian Dommett 5.0 10.0 5.0 1.0 21.0
Keith Sanders 1.0 8.7 1.0 10.1 20.8
Mal Allen 3.0 6.7 3.0 7.7 20.4
David Miller 3.0 9.5 1.0 6.8 20.3
Tony Rothin 1.0 5.0 3.0 11.0 20.0
David Sargeant 7.0 3.0 9.8 19.8
Terry Ball 5.0 10.5 3.0 18.5
John Ludford 8.4 3.0 6.7 18.1
Neil Bray 8.0 1.0 8.8 17.8
Paul Eamer 9.7 7.8 17.5
Andrew Brown 3.0 7.9 4.8 15.7
Anthony Allard 9.0 6.0 15.0
Jeremy Flann 7.4 7.5 14.9
Phil Potter 8.5 2.0 4.0 14.5
Steve Lawrence 1.0 4.0 3.0 6.0 14.0
Ian Moss 9.0 5.0 14.0
John Cox 11.0 2.9 13.9
Phil Roberts 10.0 3.9 13.9
Eric Smith 4.7 4.9 3.8 13.4
Peter Manning 3.0 10.2 13.2
Terry Coventry 9.7 3.0 12.7
Michael Leete 11.0 1.0 12.0
Paul Bartleman 3.0 8.0 11.0
Mark Rosten-Edwards 3.0 7.9 10.9
Nigel Allen 10.4 10.4
Ian W illiamson 10.4 10.4
Tony Branson 1.0 9.2 10.2
Robin Preedy 2.0 8.0 10.0
Michael W arnes 1.0 1.0 7.8 9.8
John Looker 1.0 8.5 9.5
Derek Reynolds 8.5 1.0 9.5
Mark Tooth 9.5 9.5
Chris Bale 1.0 3.0 3.0 2.0 9.0
Gina Mallett 2.0 5.0 2.0 9.0
Gary Browning 8.4 8.4
Gerald Burridge 3.0 5.0 8.0
Mike Braddock 7.7 7.7
Nigel Hilling 7.5 7.5
Paul Royds 7.4 7.4
Tim W hellock 1.0 5.0 1.0 7.0
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Crackington League 2002
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Colin Perryman 6.8 6.8
Ray Easterbrook 1.0 5.7 6.7
Peter Thompson 6.7 6.7
Charlie Williams 6.5 6.5
Peter Fear 6.0 6.0
Ross Nuten 3.0 3.0 6.0
Martin Willis 5.8 5.8
Stephen Bailey 5.0 5.0
Michael Chatwin 5.0 5.0
Barry Clarke 5.0 5.0
Ian Davis 5.0 5.0
Nigel Moss 5.0 5.0
Philip Parker 4.9 4.9
Colin Gittus 4.8 4.8
Terry Mattin 4.0 4.0
Brian Partridge 3.0 1.0 4.0
Mike Pearson 1.0 3.0 4.0
Stuart Ridge 4.0 4.0
Duncan Welch 1.0 3.0 4.0
Jeff Buchanan 3.0 3.0
Richard Dawe 3.0 3.0
Stuart Harrold 3.0 3.0
Michael Hayward 3.0 3.0
Richard Peck 3.0 3.0
Neal Vile 3.0 3.0
David Bache 1.0 1.0 2.0
Alan Selwood 1.0 1.0 2.0
Pete Hart 1.0 1.0
Martin Jones 1.0 1.0
Robert Murch 1.0 1.0
John Sargeant 1.0 1.0
John Summerhayes 1.0 1.0
Mike Wordsworth 1.0 1.0

Team League 2002
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Burnt Mud

Giles Greenslade 5 10 10.2 10.8 10.3 10.2 56.50
Paul Allaway 3 6.7 10.2 10.7 5.8 9.6 46.00
Tony Young 1 9 10 7 0 9 36.00

93.60

VW MG Trac

Adrian Dommett 5 10.0 5 1 21.00
David Haizelden 5 10.5 5 7.8 28.30
Bill Bennett 1 10.5 5 10.3 26.80

76.10
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FOR SALE 
Marlin SWB, 1800cc ‘B’ series with twin 
carbs. Prepared for trials by Fortune 
Engineering, but not trialled or used. 
Raised and decambered front 
suspension, 10 cwt van rear 
suspension and brakes, 4.5;1 axle with 
roller bearings, custom sump shield, 
hydraulic handbrake, K & N air filter 
with custom air box, twin spare carrier 
with tool box, six new reinforced 
wheels and tyres, electronic ignition 
and Janspeed exhaust and 
manifold.Road tax exempt. £3,500. 
Contact John Whiting 01992 760857 
(London) 
 
 

 
 
 

FOR SALE 
BRAND NEW MARLIN  
1.8 Marina engine, gearbox and rear 
axle (all professionally reconditioned). 
Quality hood and tonneau. Alloy 
wheels and good tyres. Aeroquip brake 
flexibles. Servo twin circuit brakes. 
Centre hinge bonnet. Electric Fan. 
Chrome rocker box. Very tidy build. 
Extensive instrumentation and 
switches.  
Registered (P) but not yet taxed.  Will 
have 12-months MoT.  
Any inspection invited. £3500. 
Jonathan Toulmin 01789 731332 or 
jtoulmin@landrover.com 

MARKET PLACE 

Navigators League 2002
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Francesca Plimmer 5 10.0 10.3 10.2 3.0 10.8 10.2 10.3 69.8
Liz Bennett 1 8.4 10.5 10.1 5.0 10.2 10.1 10.3 65.6
Tina Allaway 3 6.7 6.5 10.2 5.0 10.7 9.6 5.8 57.5
Aaron Haizelden 7.7 10.5 9.7 10.6 7.8 46.3
John Treasaden 5 8.0 8.0 8.0 10.0 39.0
John Radford 1 9.0 10.0 7.0 9.0 36.0
Cecil Hawkesworth 7.7 6.9 6.8 21.4
Donny Allen 3 6.7 3.0 7.7 20.4
Ken Martin 5 10.5 3.0 18.5
Sue Ludford 8.4 3.0 6.7 18.1
Nicola Butcher 10.8 10.8
Bob Gilmour 9.5 9.5
Sam Looker 1 8.5 9.5
Fred Mills 8.5 1.0 9.5
Bruce Mallett 2.0 5.0 2.0 9.0
Anne Whellock 1 5.0 1.0 7.0
Michael Chapman 3.0 3.0 6.0
Janet Bailey 5.0 5.0
Ginette Gittus 4.8 4.8
Paul Brooks 3.0 3.0
Paul Gregory 3.0 3.0
Chris Phillips 3.0 3.0
Reg Hackett 1.0 1.0
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The queue for Arn Gill, Yorkshire and Brian Ditchman, 1935 MG Musketeer Replica 

D'Artagnan, on the Devil’s Staircase in Wales 
 

(Photos by Jonathan and Pat Toulmin) 
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Rain & Pain – the 1,000 Mile 
MCC Centenary Trial 

by Jonathan Toulmin 
 

A fter 18 months of anticipation, 
the day of the Centenary Trial 
finally dawned! Originally 
scheduled for the end of May 

2001, it had been postponed until the 
beginning of June 2002 because of the 
dreadful Foot & Mouth epidemic last 
year. Having competed on the MCC's 
900-mile trial back in 1991, I was very 
keen to enter their 1000-mile event. With 
little prospect of finishing the kit car re-
build in time for the event, I spend some 
time preparing my Lotus Elan+2 for the 
challenge, including re-positioning the 
handbrake for those "stop and restart" 
tests. 
 

Ten days before the event, a large 
envelope arrived from the MCC, 
containing the final instructions, a 
superb glossy A4 programme and the 
route book – it was clearly going to be 
an event to remember. Exactly 24 hours 
before the start of the event, I foolishly 
decided to do some gardening, as we 
would be away for several days. Doing 
nothing more demanding than cutting 
some long grass with hand shears, I 
strained a muscle and trapped a nerve 
in my back. I could scarcely walk – for 
about an hour I couldn't even move! But 
the 1000-mile trial was one event that 
Pat and I were not going to miss. 
 

The following morning, well dosed with 
painkillers, and with substantial supplies 
in the glove locker, I carefully lowered 
myself into the Elan. I wondered whether 
I would ever get out again! The start of 
the trial was the Harewood hill climb 
course, near Harrogate. Driving to start, 
I found that pressing the clutch down 
was a painful business, so it was lucky 
that it was motorway most of the way. 
On the journey, as predicted by the 
BBC, the weather deteriorated, and it 

started to rain. It was nearly one o'clock 
when we got to The Travellers Rest, 
about 1 mile from Harewood and the 
rain was steady - it looked as if it had set 
in for the day. The pub provided good 
food in a convivial atmosphere, and we 
compared notes with other competitors. 
 

By 2.30, we were wet and by three 
o'clock I was worried! The scrutineering 
area was the field at the bottom of the 
hill climb course, and the grass was half 
the height of the car! I needed 
wellingtons, and the queue for signing-
on was a long one - too many pieces of 
paper to complete, and bending forward 
to write on the table hurt my back – 
should I kneel down and get even 
wetter?! Then there was a game called 
"hunt the scrutineer"! No sooner had he 
started to check lights and tax disc, I 
realised that I had forgotten to bring the 
MoT certificate, and these are always 
checked! Would I be allowed to start? 
Fortunately I was never asked to 
produce it, so I said nothing, and was 
given the all-important "passed by 
scrutineer" slip. Team-mate Tony 
Branson (Marlin) arrived with just 
enough time for the formalities, but there 
was no sign of the third member of our 
team "Marvoltus" – the rubber band 
propelled Volvo of Derek Reynolds and 
his navigator Fred Mills from Newcastle. 
As I was moving into despair mode, they 
arrived and managed to get scrutineered 
just one minute before their due 
departure time.  
 

At 3.15, we were away – wipers on full 
speed, and heater on full demist. One 
and a quarter hours and 46 miles later 
we were at the first section – Park Rash, 
just outside Kettlewell, and we were 
really into the beautiful Yorkshire Moors.  
But it was still raining. Park Rash is 
steep, very steep, and with a left hand 
hairpin bend half way up. It was used 
regularly as a section on the MCC's 
Edinburgh Trial through the 1920s and 
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30s. I remembered tackling it in the "End 
to End" (Land's End to John o 'Groats) 
trial nearly ten years ago, and the Marlin 
really struggled off the restart. So I was 
rather relieved to see that the restart 
was lower down this time, before the 
hairpin, and not so steep. Nevertheless, 
Lotus are not renowned for their 
powerful handbrakes, and although 
straightforward, the restart was going to 
be a challenge. Slightly to my surprise, 
the handbrake held, and got off the 
restart, but it seemed that there had 
been quite a lot of clutch slip – so were 
the following sections going to be too 
much for the clutch? 
 

In exactly one hour, we were at the foot 
of section 2 – Arn Gill, where, 
worryingly, there was a long queue. No 
trouble off the start, and round the 
corner it seemed that the restart was not 
very steep, but the lines between which 
it was mandatory to stop were extremely 
close together. I stopped with my front 
wheels above the top line, but 
afterwards, wondered whether the back 
wheels were below the lower line – that 
would have been an unusual failure. On 
the run from Park Rash, there had been 
no hint of clutch slip, but I was worried 
about it at the restart. I didn't give the 
engine enough revs, the restart was 
steeper than it looked. The car crept 
forward, with the engine lugging at 1000 
rpm – a bit of clutch slip would have 
been a blessing, but there was none. 
With the double rubber couplings in 
each drive shaft, the Lotus proceeded 
slowly to the top of the section in an 
embarrassing series of leaps, but as 
soon as it crossed the 'section ends' 
board, it came on song and shot away 
like the proverbial scalded cat, the jerk 
of sudden acceleration giving me a stab 
of pain in the pack – more tablets! 
 
 

With the trip showing 90 miles, we 
reached section 3 – West Stonesdale. 
This was first used as a trials section in 

1910. I have a photograph of my father 
driving his new MG J2 up it in the 1933 
Edinburgh Trial, but it was tarmaced a 
few years later and has not been used 
since. Starting on the level and with two 
hairpin bends, it would make a superb 
hill climb course – and that's rather how 
I drove it! 
 

It was still raining when, at 8.30, just a 
few miles from Hexham, we stopped at 
the Manor House Inn for bangers and 
mash. The service was slow, and it was 
75 minutes before we were on our way 
again.  At 10.30, we caught up John and 
Jean Weatheritt's Morgan – it had 
stopped raining and was not yet dark. 
This was short lived, it was very dark 
and wet as we entered Kielder Forest – 
the only unsurfaced track of the event. 
Here there were two timed special tests, 
but in deference to the nice paintwork on 
the Lotus, I took them steadily (that's my 
excuse). Then a steady run to Scotland, 
arriving at an all-night garage in 
Jedburgh just after midnight. It had 
taken exactly nine hours to cover the 
first 230 miles of the event. Only 770 
miles to go! We serviced ourselves with 
a half –hour rest, painkillers and strong 
coffee, and the car with high octane 
Shell Optimax petrol and some oil. 
Feeling refreshed after a half-hour 
break, we left the service station in 
Jedburgh at 12.45 pm, many minutes 
after our team mates.  In a couple of 
miles, the route turned south onto the 
A698. It was still raining, but the road 
was empty and a joy to drive – a real 
opportunity to open up the Lotus and the 
12 miles to Hawick seemed to take no 
time at all. We did pass team-mate 
Derek Reynolds parked up in a quiet lay-
by trying to get some sleep. Hawick, at 
shortly after 1 am, was deserted, and 
soon we were rushing down the A7, 
seeing only a couple of cars in the 40 
miles to Carlisle – and one of those was 
a very familiar Marlin! Joining the M6 at 
junction 44, a couple of motorcycles 
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came passed. I think one was Julia 
Browne on her 1100cc BMW following 
closely her brother in his V8 Marlin, so 
that she didn’t need to read the route 
card on a wet night as well as ride the 
big BMW! She went through the trial 
penalty free. 
 

From here to Chester, there was no 
official route, and we had wondered 
whether to take the scenic route through 
the Lake District, even call in on my 
brother who lives near Ullswater, but the 
hour seemed unsociable, so we kept to 
the M6. The route card showed that, by 
MCC calculations, it was almost 140 
miles from Carlisle to Chester, so it 
would take just 2 hours at this time of 
night. We had time to kill, and pulled off 
at the Killington Services. I parked the 
car close to the restaurant only to notice 
that it was in total darkness – I had 
chosen the only service area in the 
country that closes at night! We took an 
hour’s rest, but I got no sleep. The 
upright seating position - specially set 
before the event to give my back a 
sporting chance of surviving the 1,000 
miles in car, was good for driving but not 
for sleeping.   
 

We left our sleeping team-mates at the 
darkened service area at 3.34 am and 
noticed that the trip meter read exactly 
the same, so we were a third of the way 
through this mini-marathon. The car 
cruised the next 90 miles in fewer 
minutes, but it was raining hard as we 
pulled into the service area on the M56 
approaching Chester. I refuelled the car 
with more Optimax and met fellow trialist 
Stuart Harrold who was attacking the 
back of Richard Andrew’s 1600cc Mk1 
Dellow with a large hammer. Apparently 
the shock absorber mounting had 
broken and he really needed a drill, so a 
lump hammer seemed a strange 
substitute. I was carrying enough tools 
to stock a small garage – except a 
power drill! We drove around the maze 

of roads in the service area, having to do 
two laps before we found our way to the 
restaurant. We got wet running from the 
car to main building and a stab of pain 
from my back reminded me that running 
was not a good idea – I would rather 
have got wet - and indeed did get wet 
going back to the car for the pain killers! 
Inside, I found many old friends already 
there. You can’t beat a good full English 
breakfast, but you could certainly beat 
this one! 
 

We departed from Chester at our due 
time just before six-thirty, the start 
marshal apparently more interested in 
keeping dry than timing us to the nearest 
second. Soon we came across 3 
Morgan F Super Sports parked at the 
side of the road with the occupants all 
running across the road – there must be 
a story there! As we passed a sign for 
Wrexham (A539), the heavens really 
opened and there were inches of 
standing water on the road, and a little 
bit inside the Elan. But we were dry, 
which Tony and Don in the topless 
Marlin, now immediately in front of us, 
certainly weren’t! The route card said, 
“for next 2 miles beware of sheep and 
steep drop on left”. It was indeed good 
advice. The rain was joined by mist, and 
we were being followed by a very shiny 
blue MG ZS as we arrived at “World’s 
End” – the first section of the day. In the 
low cloud, we could see only a few 
yards, and the name seemed 
appropriate! Team-mate Reynolds' 
Volvo was emitting steam from every 
nook and cranny and he went down to 
the river to get water. I thought he had 
been caught in the downpour, but the 
reality was that he had unintentionally 
gone swimming! 
 
 

Tony & Anne Rothin managed the 
section. It was straight forward, but with 
a steep restart. No kangaroo hops this 
time, and no hint of clutch slip, so were 
we quickly away and into the cloud. The 
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weather seemed celebrate the exact half 
way mark of the trial (at least according 
to the Lotus trip meter). It was 8.45, the 
rain had stopped and the sky was 
decidedly brighter, as we meandered 
along the B4580 ten miles west of 
Oswestry.   
 

We had moved from World's End onto 
heavenly roads, through lazy villages 
and beautiful countryside, stopping at 
Lake Vrnwy for a comfort break and a 
quantity of Pat's Guinness cake and a 
couple of white tablets. Here we met trial 
leader (car no 1) and MCC Committee 
member Ken Green in his "Land Crab" – 
one of the works Austin 1800s that had 
done the London to Sydney Marathon 
thirty-five years previously. Looking 
under the bonnet, it brought back many 
memories of my time at Longbridge 
when these unusual cars were rolling off 
the assembly lines.  
 

The road along the lake was a joy to 
drive and it got even better as we 
entered the Snowdonia National Park. 
Unfortunately we were soon back into 
cloud, and on the narrow road, 
headlamps seemed a wise precaution. 
The downhill braking test at Bwlch-y-
groes was more a test of brake 
adjustment and wheel alignment than 
driving skill. Fellow MG Cream Cracker 
owner Ken Selby was manning the start, 
and the finish was judged by Bill & Liz 
Bennett.  
 

Briefly the weather relented, and we 
were rewarded with stunning views on 
the road to Bala. MAC Committee man 
Rob May used the 3 litres of his big red 
Healey to storm past, and he was 
followed, as if joined by an invisible 6-
inch long rope, by a MX5. We were to 
learn later that Mervin had forgotten to 
bring a navigator, so was doing the 
event using Rob's route-book reading 
skills. Wherever the Healey went, so did 
the Mazda! We stopped for an early 
lunch in the middle of nowhere, a few 

miles south of Rhayader, with the sun 
making an attempt to shine. Tony did a 
check of the Marlin and I topped up the 
Lotus and myself with essential 
materials. We were delighted to see 
Richard Andrew's Dellow here, so the 
hammering of the shock absorber 
mounting had obviously worked! 
 

Half an hour later we were at the foot of 
the Devil's Staircase – section 8 with a 
restart on one of the hairpins, but the 
road was relatively wide, so an easy line 
could be found. It would make a 
stunning speed hill climb as the road 
wound up the hillside and into the trees. 
Within a couple of miles we were at the 
last section of the day with yet another 
restart, but it presented no difficulty. At 
the top, we pulled over to admire the 
view, and saw Brian Ditchman come up 
in his superb 1935 MG Musketeer 
replica "D'Artagnan", the scream of the 
supercharger bringing a smile to the 
faces of the few spectators. 
 

With the trip meter at 600 miles, we 
stopped for a liquid lunch at a pub in 
Tregaron. Tony headed off to find a hot 
Volvo, and no sooner had he departed 
than the Lotus throttle expired. The spot 
welds holding the abutment bracket to 
the air box had failed. To the interest of 
a local cottager, I managed to get a 
working accelerator with a length of wire 
holding the bracket in place and we 
drove to Lampeter for more permanent 
repairs using a TIG welder. 
 

It took an hour and half before the Lotus 
was back to 'par', rather longer than it 
should have done, but there was no 
official arrival time at the overnight halt 
at Alveston on the A38 just north of 
Bristol, so it didn't really matter. After 
more than 26 hours of driving, tiredness 
overcame me with just twenty miles to a 
bath, a meal and a bed! Discretion was 
the better part of valour, and I let Pat 
drive the Lotus to The Ship Inn, where 
we arrived on the stroke of 6pm. The 
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check-in was slow, the bath necessary 
but painful, the food was late and 
uninspiring, but I was too tired to care! A 
pint or two of the amber liquid was much 
enjoyed; the clean white sheets were 
heaven on earth. 
 

I wondered whether the bed at the The 
Ship Inn near Bristol would continue to 
be a more attractive proposition than 
driving the Elan on the last leg of this 
mini-marathon motoring event. After 27 
hours of driving, albeit with several 
breaks during the first two days, I 
thought that my body might welcome 
more than the standard eight hours in 
bed. Luckily it didn't, and I awoke at 7 
am, on that Friday morning in early 
June.  
 

We left the start at our due time of 8.28, 
and found that we were lucky to do so. 
Two of our motorcycling co-competitors 
were less fortunate as their machines 
had been stolen during the night from 
'parc ferme'. A coveted finisher's 
certificate would not be theirs, through 
no fault of their own. 
 

It was raining again as we passed under 
the Clifton suspension bridge a couple of 
minutes before nine, following the 2CV 
Special of Edward and Ruth Stubbs. If 
you think that variety (of car and crew) is 
the spice of life, come on an MCC event! 
We were right behind our team-mates 
Tony and Don (Marlin), of the third 
member of our team – Derek and Fred 
in their variomatic Volvo - there was no 
sign. In fact we did not see them again 
until the finish despite starting one 
minute after Tony, and one minute 
before Pat and I. 
 
After a rather pointless trip through 
Bristol in near rush-hour traffic, we 
joined the M5 at the Weston-Super-Mare 
turn, the trip showing that we had just 
passed the three-quarter point in the 
event.  Within a few miles, somewhere 
near Taunton on the M5, our team-

mate's Marlin pulled onto the hard 
shoulder. The cause of a strong smell of 
petrol was quickly traced to a leaking 
fuel pipe, almost sawn in two as it 
rubbed on the alternator pulley! A 
suitable piece of metal pipe was 
inserted, and we were on our way again 
in ten minutes. 
 

The sky was much brighter and it had 
almost stopped raining as we 
approached Tiverton, where we called in 
at an Autospares shop for a Marlin fan 
belt. Shortly before 11 o'clock, we were 
passing the Marlin showrooms in 
Crediton, and I wondered how many 
more months it would be before mine 
would again be on the road with its MG 
Maestro engine and Rover (SD1) five-
speed gearbox.  
 

Things were looking up – the pain in my 
back, which had been quite severe at 
times on the first day, was almost 
forgotten and the weather was dry. Now 
we began to cover the miles rather more 
quickly, the route having joined the A30.  
Here we passed several three-wheeler 
Morgans, which seem to hunt in packs 
three or four, these frail looking 
machines having been last seen near 
Chester.  
 

No passports were necessary as we 
entered Cornwall, still on the A30 just 
before mid-day, and my thoughts turned 
to the real trials sections of yesteryear 
that are now all covered in black asphalt 
and we would be tackling before too 
long. We had done them before, in both 
the Marlin and some of them in the MG 
on the Exeter of 2000, and I knew that 
marks could be lost here. But before 
then, and with just 100 miles of the 
event still to run, we needed lunch. We 
followed the Marlin into the car park of 
The Red Lion just before Wadebridge.  
The Volvo was still an hour away, so we 
didn't wait for them.  
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After a very acceptable bar meal, Tony 
needed to fettle the Marlin, and I thought 
it was an opportunity to refit the cold air 
duct on the Lotus, which had come off 
the air cleaner during the throttle repairs 
the previous day. It wasn't important, but 
the sun was out, and it was an 
opportunity to get it done.  All that was 
needed was a foot or so of 'tank' tape, 
and that was in the boot under the floor. 
I lifted out our suitcase with a twinge of 
pain from my back, but as I put it down 
on the ground, I felt a massive stab of 
pain in the back, just as if a bayonet had 
been thrust into me, and then twisted for 
good measure. I screamed as I sank to 
my knees and could not get up.  
 
It was clear that I could not drive, and 
so, sadly, the numbers were removed 
from the car, and we retired – with less 
than a hundred miles to go.  Very slowly, 
I got into the passenger seat, and Pat 
took the wheel.  We were as far south as 
the route went, and almost the shortest 

route back to the finish at Exeter (and 
indeed home) was to follow the rest of 
the route. 
 

After twenty minutes we were at the foot 
of picturesque Hustyn, the first section of 
the day. It had been a really challenging 
section years ago, and had been a main 
feature of MCC Lands End Trials from 
1931 until it was coated with tarmac in 
about 1960.  We explained to the 
marshal that we had been number 28, 
but weren't any longer due to a change 
of driver, and Pat drove smoothly up the 
section – no embarrassing kangaroo 
hops for her!  At the top we passed 
Phillip Williams fettling his BMW 
motorcycle, being assisted by fellow 
Solihull resident Richard Eaves who was 
also riding a BMW motorcycle. These 
two had joined the event at Bristol and 
were "just" doing the last 250 miles. A 
hundred yards further we passed MAC-
member David Bache having a picnic 
lunch in sunshine beside his Dellow!  

 

Lotus on Ruses Mill          (Photo Steve Welsh Racing) 
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Later we learnt that the restart on 
Hustyn had caught out eleven 
competitors. 
 

The route card was decidedly 
misleading as we approached Ruses 
Mill – at one point about eight 
competitors were all parked at the side 
of the road pouring over maps, and after 
several minutes some went one way and 
some another. Luckily we guessed right 
(helped by an ancient 1 inch Ordnance 
Survey map) and arrived at the mill. This 
section had been first used by the MCC 
on the 1930 Lands End Trial, and I have 
a cine-film taken in about 1931 from the 
passenger seat of my father's Morris-
MG special. Today, the surrounding 
vegetation is much denser, but the mill 
and house seem entirely unaltered. The 
start is narrow and the hill is steep with 
severe hairpin bends, but everyone 
made a clean climb of it. 
 

The approach to Pepperdon section, 
somewhere near Moreton Hampstead 
and just off the A382, was terrifying! The 
road seemed to be only six inches wider 
than the car, with stone walls or solid 
rock on both sides. When not in agony 
from my back, I worried about the 
beautiful paintwork, but my driver judged 
it perfectly and we arrived at the foot of 
the section intact, if a little hot. I 
managed to get out of the car, and 
fiddled with the wires to the temperature 
switch which promptly brought the 
cooling fan back into service. The 
hairpin bends have few equals, the 
gradient severe, and the high banks 
permit no error to go unpunished. Pat 
again worked the pedals and steering 
wheel perfectly, with just a pleasant 
amount of wheels spin on the tightest 
hairpins. It was just after 5 o'clock as left 
the top of the section and the trip meter 
showed that we had only about thirty 
miles to go.  
 
 

 
 
Twenty minutes later, and still following 
team-mate Tony Branson, we were at 
the foot of the final section "Windout" 
near Cheriton Bishop. This was another 
old MCC trials section first used in the 
1937 Exeter trial, but sadly now also 
covered with tarmac. This, too, is a 
twisting steep section with a ford at the 
start, so tyres would be wet for the 
restart, but only two competitors failed 
here. Pat had really got the feel of the 
Elan, and drove up the section as if she 
was going shopping., albeit with a little 
wheelspin on the hairpins.   
 

I was just beginning to think was a lovely 
afternoon it had turned out to be when, 
just a mile from the finish at the Exeter 
Court Hotel, it started to rain again. The 
official route card gave the total mileage 
as 948, but the car's trip read 995 as we 
pulled into the hotel ca rpark at 5.48pm, 
50 hours and thirty-five minutes since 
we had started at Harewood hill climb. 
Kindly Pat carried the suitcase into the 
hotel, and we signed off, saddened not 
to be able to claim at least a Finisher's 
Certificate. 
 

Almost everyone really seemed to have 
enjoyed this mini marathon, - even if it 
was not a difficult trial, it was certainly a 
long one. It must have most 
disappointing for my team mates, as the 
official results showed that no team went 
through the event penalty free. Both my 
team mates had clean sheets, so my 
back may well have cost us the team 
award – motorsport is littered with 
examples of "if only…..". It had certainly 
been a historic event run in the usual 
extraordinary MCC style. I can't wait for 
the second centenary trial! Pity about 
the rain and the pain! 
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FORTHCOMING CAR EVENTS 
 

DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
3rd November Tarka North Devon ACTC Invite 
10th November Mechanics  Stroud ACTC Invite 
17th November Bodmin Camel Vale  
24th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship  
1st December Allen BMC&LCC Championship  
8th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship  

       
3rd January 2003 MCC Exeter Championship   
19th January Clee Hills MAC Championship  
26th January Exmoor North Devon ACTC Invite 
2nd February Cotswold Clouds Stroud ACTC Invite 
9th February Launceston L&NCMC  
23rd February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy  
9th March Camel Heights Camel Vale  
9th March March Hare Falcon ACTC Invite 
24th March Northern Trial Fellside Championship  
7th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship  
19th April Lands End MCC Championship   
4th May  Kimber MGCC  
14th July Testing Trial MCC  
15th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship  
22nd September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship  
5th October Edinburgh MCC Championship  
12th October Ebworth Stroud & District ACTC Invite 
20th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship  
27th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship  
3rd November Tarka North Devon ACTC Invite 
9th November Mechanics Trial Stroud ACTC Invite 
17th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
24th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship  
1st December Allen BMC&LCC Championship  
8th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship  
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