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I hope you all had a very good Christmas and Jonathan and I wish you a very happy 
new year. I always enjoy Christmas for the  right reasons (not all the shopping! I can’t 
believe that thousands  of people were shopping online on Christmas Day) I like the 
Christmas carol singing—although I did miss the carol concert this time, due to a 
sickness bug—and particularly receiving Christmas cards from people we haven’t seen 
for years. It’s always good to catch up with their news, and in some cases great to hear 
they are still with us! 
 
The end of the year is a busy time for me—Clee Hills Trials entries to process and 
acknowledge, the Hillclimb and Sprint Association (for which I am championship co-
ordinator) opens up for registrations, lots of singing this year—oh and of course Restart 
magazine to edit!  Having done it since 1998 I should know what I’m doing—but it’s 
different every time. Many thanks to all the contributors this time and over the years. 
 
I was hoping not to have to complain about the lack of photographs again, but I’m afraid 
it is still the case. Many thanks to Calvin Talbot, who sent me some from the Allen and 
Merve Brake of Woolbridge, who sent me some after a plea to all the club secretaries. 
On the Clee we have a signing on sheet for photographers—if the trials do this it would 
be good if the secretaries of the meeting could send me details. It has been suggested 
that I download stills from You Tube videos, which I am sure I could do, but I am not 
sure what the quality would be….. permissions would need to be sorted out as well of 
course. 
 
Several of the authors in  this edition mention the beautiful countryside we are fortunate 
enough to drive through—and on many occasions this can only be done on trials. I hope 
we all appreciate this and long may it continue. I am sure that the landowners and local 
residents appreciate the PR all of the organisers do. I wish that the beagle hunt on New 
Year’s Day had PR’d us—there were too many dogs running around off the lead for my 
liking! People think dogs in the countryside are OK….I’ve lived in the countryside all my 
life and I’m still frightened of dogs. I think all users of the countryside should be 
considerate…. Dog walkers, hunstmen, cyclists (and so on) and of course trials drivers. 
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GILES’ 
JOTTINGS 

S o another calendar trials year 
over and yet we are only half way 
through our sporting season. 
 

2015 has seen some excellent events 
held by the clubs and a fiercely fought 
finale to the Championships, with a 
particularly close battle in the Crackington 
League. 
 
Congratulations must go to Nick Farmer 
for winning the Wheelspin trophy for the 
second time, although for a long while it 
did seem as if we might have our first 
class 5 winner with the Scimitar of Keith 
Sanders. However, in the final seven 
rounds Nick had four outright wins and 
three second overall placings. Add in a 
triple award and the subsequent back-up 
points this brings and it would have been 
hard for anyone to challenge such 
domination. 
 
It is nice to see a mix of classes in the top 
five of the Wheelspin however, with 
classes 8, 2, 5 and 6 all represented. 
 
In the Crackington it looked as if Andrew 
Rippon had done enough to stave off 
Duncan Stephens and by the end of the 
Camel Classis he had in fact topped the 
league. Unfortunately, the result was just 
too good and it was enough to push his 
class 6 Beetle into the Wheelspin top five 
thus leaving the Championship to Duncan 
who had been just 0.8 points behind after 
a year of class domination. 
 
In the motorcycle championship Andy 
Petherick has won the Pouncy League.  
This equals Yoshi Adams achievement of 
having won both the Pouncy and Red 
Rose Bowl Championships. 
 

Steve Urell meanwhile has won the Red 
Rose Bowl for 2015. 
 
On the subject of the motorcyclists I still 
haven’t had anyone come forward to 
assist with the collection of trophies or in 
fact to help with the promotion or 
organisation of the Championship. As I 
have said before, Stephen Bailey is trying 
to run things almost singlehandedly and to 
have someone to assist him and ensure 
that the views of the bikers are well 
represented within the ACTC would be 
welcome. Please step forwards if you can 
spare just an hour or two each month as 
the association delegates comprise mainly 
of car drivers and it would be good to 
provide a greater balance between two 
wheels and four. 
 
2015 will be the last year that Chris 
Phillips will be undertaking the role of 
Championship Secretary and I suspect 
everyone would like to pass on their 
thanks for the excellent job he has done 
for the last twelve years. As you will have 
seen from your renewal form, I will 
temporarily be taking on the position until 
someone wants to take over from me, so if 
you want to join the ACTC committee, 
please let me know. You will be given 
plenty of support to get up and running! 
 
We are still also looking for a General 
Secretary to replace Stuart Harrold as 
well, so again, please let me know if you 
fancy becoming more involved in 2016. 
 
The discussions on tyres continues after 
the summer debate, only this time I have 
been taking calls asking why we have 
allowed such a long time before their 
removal from the list! This is a debate 
where we are damned if we do and 
damned if we don’t. Whether you believe 
they should be usable or not, the fact is 
they are being removed from 1st January 
2018 and will be available for all until that 
time. And yes, we do accept that tyres are 
becoming harder to come by (at a 
reasonable price) for our classic cars 
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which adds further to the challenge of 
keeping the costs reduced, but simply 
allowing grip tyres back into the sport is 
not considered the answer. If you think 
your tyres are expensive however, ask 
the MG J2 drivers how much they have to 
spend on a new piece of rubber. It might 
put things into perspective. 
 
The next issue ready for debate at our 
Spring meeting concerns the issue of 
modern engines in classic cars. Our rules 
currently allow for engines such as 
Duratecs in Escorts and Scimitars which 
has provided much controversy over the 
last ten years or so.  
 
Obviously some drivers have spent 
considerable investment in the engines 
and to be told now that they may be not 
be allowable in their class is clearly not 
what they want to hear. There is an 
argument that the basic block is also 
easier to come by than more period 
engines and therefore the replacement 
cost is less. 
 
Of course the counter arguments exist 
that such engines were never available 
for the cars in which they are being used 
and that to develop such engines means 
higher costs for their associated 
performance parts. In addition without the 
rule change are we leaving ourselves 
open to ever more powerful engines in the 
future? 

Whatever is decided will be good for 
some and bad for others. As I have stated 
before, the decision will be made by the 
clubs through their delegates at the next 
ACTC meeting, not by the ACTC 
committee. To this end, please make sure 
your feelings are channelled through your 
delegate so that we can get a democratic 
consensus reflecting as many 
competitors’ views as possible. The 
meeting doesn’t take place until April so 
you have plenty of time to discuss. 
I would also point out that the proposal is 
not to ban such engines, but merely to 
reclassify into class 7, so no-one will be 
denied the ability to use their car.  
 
As this is the start of the New Year, this 
will also be the last time you receive 
Restart, or regs automatically unless you 
have renewed your annual subscription. 
It’s once again only £17 to become a 
member, so if you want to receive our 
quarterly publication, ensure you are on 
the list to receive details of each event as 
well as an entry into one of our 
championships, then please don’t delay in 
sending me your form. 
 
Finally, may I wish you all a Happy New 
Year and I look forward to seeing you 
somewhere in 2016 when I should finally 
have my own car completed and ready to 
enter the odd event now and then! 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I  will start ‘Spinning’ by wishing all 
readers a very happy and successful 
New Year. 
 

I am writing this on the 30th December 
and just realised in 10 days time I will be 
heading off to ‘Slippery Sam’ in Devon for 
a session of marshalling on the 2016 
Exeter Trial. I have to be there by 11.15 
am to be ready for the first competitors to 
arrive at 12.15. So I will leave home at 
the very reasonable time of 8.00 am for 
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the drive down to Babbacombe. I just 
hope that I am not positioned anywhere 
near the red slurry pit that is the exit road 
as it should be very full after all the rain 
we have recently had. I will be staying for 
the after trial Club supper, always a very 
social event and the real start to the New 
Year. 
 
A gang of us from Ross & District Motor 
Sports Club travelled down south of 
Bristol to marshal the two hills at Ubley 
Woods on the Allan Trial. When we 
arrived it was so windy that it was very 
hard to stand up but thank goodness both 
our hills were just below the brow of the 
hill and somewhat sheltered from the 
worst of the wind. Three of us ‘oldies’ 
looked after Ubley Woods 1 which is 
alongside the lane. A rather easy hill 
which most cleaned once they had got to 
the start line. Getting to the start line was 
the real trial, as the route was downhill on 
some of the slipperiest mud known to 
mankind and then a 180 degree turn to 
get to the start line. Many competitors did 
not listen to the advice I gave them on 
speed, or lack of it, and directions. Those 
who ignored my directions and went 
straight on to turn on what looked like a 
grassy area made a big mistake. Once 
there, generally the only way out was with 
lots of helpers pushing and some even 
had to call in a tow truck. A lesson to be 
learnt, listen to what the marshal tells you, 
he could well be right. We got most of the 
entry through the section, packed up and 
headed for a fantastic old pub in nearby 
Churchhill where there are always at least 
6 good beers in barrels racked behind the 
bar. I should add that I was not the driver 
on this trip so could fully enjoy the pub. 
 
I am sure all of you are more than aware 
of the ACTC Schedule of trials that 
Championship Secretary Chris Phillips 
maintains and issues. All the ACTC 
championship trials are listed together 
with trials which the ACTC is invited to 
and some other key events such as 

VSCC trials. Now a lot of work goes into 
making sure that trials do not clash with 
each other on a particular date. Now a 
couple of months ago a trials 
championship coordinator for a regional 
association spotted that on the dates that 
had been provided by a club there was a 
date clash between an ACTC 
championship trial and a non 
championship trial which ACTC was 
invited. Apparently the club concerned, at 
the request of the land owner, had to 
change their original date agreed with, 
and submitted to the ACTC, to a date one 
week later. This change of date has 
resulted in the non championship trial 
now clashing with an ACTC championship 
round. Now many organisers know that 
land owners can be difficult about dates 
and sometimes changes must be made. 
But if you are going to change your date 
and expect your trial to be listed on the 
ACTC trials schedule it is only common 
courtesy to inform ACTC and in particular 
the ACTC championship secretary who 
maintains the master list. 
 
It is good to see the Clee Hills Trial 
running this year on January 24th after a 
year off in 2015. A gang of Ross will be 
making the trip to Shropshire to marshal a 
hill in Priors Holt forestry plantation. This 
will be the first one-day trial of 2016 and it 
will be interesting to see if there are any 
new faces or cars out. The MAC has 
promised that all competitors will finish in 
daylight due to the two loop route which 
also means us marshals should also 
finish in the daylight.  
 
Most classic trialists are well aware of the 
Land Rover. There are generally quite a 
few seen out on most trials where they 
provide a safety, rescue and recovery 
service. Provided they are fitted with a 
winch they can usually rescue a stricken 
trials car from most places. Although 
many drivers of Class 8 specials know 
that they can get their car to places a 
Land Rover won’t look at. This is 
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generally due to size and weight. So the 
production of the Land Rover Defender, 
the one that looks a bit like the Series 1 
Land Rover first produced in 1948, is due 
to end imminently or may have ended by 
the time you read this ‘Spin’. 
 
At the beginning of December, along with 
a group of friends I was lucky enough to 
visit the Land Rover factory in Solihull. 
The occasion was to see the very last of 
the Land Rover ‘Defender’ series being 
made. Manufacture of the Defender, 
which started production in 1948, will 
cease vey soon. The production line will 
be stripped out and replaced by an 
assembly line for the new Jaguar 4x4 
SUV. Solihull plant, just to the south of 
Birmingham airport, is a very large site 
owned by Jaguar Land Rover and lots of 
production takes place here. When we 
drove into the site there were new Land 
Rovers and the odd Jaguar parked 
everywhere. The Defender production line 
is in an original Rover car factory built in 
1938. One only has to look up to the roof 
to see the un-matching and dirt stained 
glass panels.  
 
Production must be very like it was when 
classic and vintage cars were built, and 
how Morgan’s are still built, as the 
Defender has a separate chassis. So 
bodies are built on one line and chassis 
on another line, then the two bits finally 
come together. Interestingly all the 
variations on the Defender are made on 
the same line, rather like they do with the 
BMW Mini. Engines are all now made by 
Ford and the wheel and tyre assemblies 
are supplied by Toyota! Other main 
components like axles, gearboxes and 
steering gear are made by subcontractors 
and delivered to the factory. The 
production line is like most modern car 
factories with parts being supplied directly 
to the line rather than from stores. At Land 
Rover the company DHL has 
responsibility for delivering all assemblies 
and components directly to the line. There 

are electric vehicles buzzing around 
everywhere delivering and moving goods. 
Some parts of the aluminium body are still 
drilled and pop riveted together on the 
line. At the end of the line in the final 
inspection area there is even a booth for a 
high pressure ‘rain test’, they only seemed 
to be interested in big water leaks! After 
this there is also a very good display area 
which looks at the original design and 
Series 1 models with three on show in 
various stages of build and original 8 mm 
cine film of the first prototypes. A very 
interesting visit but we did not find out 
what or if the Defender would be replaced 
with. Perhaps Jonathan Toulmin can tell 
us? 
 
Dodgy Rotor Arms. Many trialists have 
had problems with rotor arms for Lucas 
distributors The rotor arms come in an 
original style Lucas green and white box 
and are actually sold as a Lucas product. 
Beware, these rotor arms are made in 
China and have a rivet used in their 
construction which comes loose and 
either stops the car dead or severely 
alters the engine timing. On visual 
inspection the rotor arm looks perfect so 
you look elsewhere for the problem. 
Latest horror story from a Lands End to 
John O’Groats, Le Jog classic trialing 
competitor in an MGB. They had ignition 
problems and eventually replaced the 
rotor arm with a brand new one in a Lucas 
box only for this to fail a few miles up the 
road. The delays they had were sufficient 
for them to retire at Telford thus wasting 
several thousand pounds on the entry and 
preparation. There are one or two 
companies out there who will supply good 
rotor arms for Lucas distributors, you can 
recognise them as the moulded plastic is 
a browny red colour rather than black.  
 
Litter discarded by rally spectators on 
Forestry Commission land is becoming a 
big problem. The Roger Albert Clark Rally 
lost the use of the Yorkshire forests for 
this year’s event due to the amount of 
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litter left by spectators in 2014. The 
Forestry Commission area office refused 
to have the rally back in Yorkshire forests. 
There have been big problems with litter 
left in the Forest of Dean after the 
Wyedean Rally. There was a letter from a 
rallying enthusiast recently published on 
the letter page of the ‘Daily Telegraph’ 
complaining about the amount of litter left 
on the spectator Forestry Commission 
stages of the Wales Rally GB. This is all 
more ammunition for the ‘antis’ to use to 
attack motor sport. Some do not know the 
difference between a trial and a rally. So if 

you go out competing, marshalling or 
spectating on any motorsport event, take 
home all your litter and encourage others 
to do the same. 
 
As mentioned in previous ‘Restarts’ I have 
given notice that I want to hand over the 
position of ACTC Hon. Sec, after having 
the job for seven plus years. Giles is busy 
looking for a replacement but if you fancy 
taking up the position please contact Giles 
or me. 
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The 91st Edinburgh Trial  
by Mike Webster  
 

T his year, we (one of my sons, 
Gary was navigator), entered the 
Edinburgh in our Mk One 1.6 litre 
MX5 as class 0 competitors 

having endured last year in class 5. I do 
mean endured! The switch was as a 
result of destroying 5 new tyres, one 
broken front spring and an exploding 
differential in just 3 class 5 trials 
(Edinburgh, two tyres and a diff, Exeter, 
one tyre, Land’s End, two tyres and a 
front spring). Clearly our MX5 was telling 
us something! Needless to say, we were 
some way from any medal in class 5. 
 
The good news? The car survived the 
2015 Edinburgh in class 0 and we almost 
cleaned it. That said, this year was in our 
experience, perhaps the easiest 
Edinburgh conditions we have ever had 
as the week prior to the event was dry 
and apart from a light shower, the whole 
weekend stayed dry. This meant there 
was an unusually high level of grip on 
most sections. 
 
Anyway, let’s take it from the beginning. 
I have to declare that the Edinburgh is 
inferior to both Land’s End and Exeter in a 
number of ways (in my personal opinion).  
 
First, the start in class 0 is much later 
than the other two trials (4am onwards 
making for a long night before we even 
leave Tamworth and with our start 
number, it was 4-29am!).  
 
Secondly, again in my opinion, the 
Tamworth Services are grim and offer no 
proper food whilst whatever is available is 
poor value, has prices that make your 
eyes water and your pocket much lighter. 
I have always wondered what kind of 
management of said services can fail to 
take advantage of a huge number of 
captive customers once a year, by failing 

to staff and supply proper sustenance as 
per the Haynes Museum and Rugby Club 
(at Land’s End and Exeter Starts). They 
could make a really good profit and have 
hundreds of happy customers- but they 
do not and certainly have not! 
 
Whilst getting whinges out of the way, 
having had a very long drive to the start, 
(much longer this year as the A34 was 
closed overnight from the M4 to M40 
meaning the detour which added a further 
40 miles and another 90 minutes driving) 
before we are then subjected to over two 
hours more before encountering our first 
section, Haven Hill. 
 
The Peak District does deliver some 
stunning views but this year, the best 
ones between Cliff Quarry and Calton 
were sadly blanketed in mist. Had the sun 
broken through, we would have been 
rewarded with fantastic vistas in the 
morning as we wound over narrow and 
very high peaks. 
 
My navigator is disabled but is a good 
navigator so this means that as driver, it 
also falls to me to let down/inflate tyres at 
sections. I decided in view of the probable 
dry conditions, I would leave the rear 
tyres at 2 bar, (with the heavy weight I 
carry in the rear of the MX5, they are 
slightly soft at 2bar). My reasons were two 
fold. I gambled that traction would be OK, 
tyres would be less prone to damage and 
of course, it gave me a much easier time. 
 
This decision was almost totally 
vindicated as we only failed one hill, the 
penultimate section 
 
(Dudwood 2). We will never know whether 
letting tyres down would have given us a 
total “clean” but as we managed the 
restart at Dudwood 2 and got the nose of 
the car over the section end before 
grinding to a halt, it might just have made 
the difference? We did not however clean 
that section so no complaints when the 
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results confirmed it! As we cleaned all 
other hills including our restarts, it proves 
the easier than usual conditions. We have 
only ever cleaned the Edinburgh once 
some years ago whilst driving an MR2 
and had more success on the other 
classics! 
 
Even the sometimes notorious Litton 
Slack (which has defeated us more than 
once in past events) was an easy drive 
but revealed our one navigation 
confusion. We were not alone, with cars 
and bikes going in all directions! The 
route book declared upon leaving the 
section that we should turn left at T but as 
we knew roughly which direction we 
needed to go to pick up next directives, 
we ignored it, turned right at T and were 
immediately following the defined route 
instructions again. It was a good decision. 
Previous participation does help! 
 
We travelled at a very easy pace 
throughout, followed instructions to the 
letter at Carsington Time Control and 
found ourselves arriving at Bull I’th Thorn 
about 2 hours early, as, it seems, did 
most competitors. Another black mark for 
the Edinburgh, the breakfast location is 
poor with shortage of parking, dangerous 
entry/exit on a very fast road and how 
they produce bright green scrambled 
(almost solid) egg remains a mystery.! 
The idea of sitting there for 2 hours was 
not enticing so when we were told we 
could leave an hour after our arrival time, 
it was attractive.  
 
However mindful it contradicted the 
written word, we were hesitant and 
stayed. At one hour 40 minutes, it was 
clear that the majority of competitors had 
followed the marshal’s instruction so we 
also left so as not to cause undue delay 
for the marshals out on the sections. As a 
result (and with several delays getting 
onto later sections), we finished the event 
within minutes of our due time. 
 

Despite the breakfast timing debacle and 
the perennial defects inherent in the 
Edinburgh start/breakfast halt, listed 
above, we greatly enjoyed the trial, 
especially as the car finished in the same 
condition it started (except the regular 
post Edinburgh straightening of the sump 
guard bent on the restart area of 
Excelsior) My that is rough! But then, the 
Edinburgh appears to generally be the 
roughest of the 3 classics. 
 
Over the years we have regularly linked 
up with three other cars/friends and MCC 
kindly always respond to our entry 
request letting us run concurrently. The 
cars are a Marlin, MR2 and a Beetle. Both 
MR2 and Marlin “cleaned” and are 
confirmed as awarded “Tin” medals 
where we are awarded a Copper!  
 
Sadly the Beetle set off from Surrey to 
collect his navigator at Basingstoke on 
route to Tamworth. It started running 
badly and after spending a fruitless hour 
at Basingstoke trying to sort it, the 
decision was made to abort trying to get 
to Tamworth Start! The rough missing 
Beetle made it back to Surrey in the early 
hours – just! A more measured 
investigation the following day revealed a 
blocked carburettor jet- Sorted! 
 
Post trial our group all travelled south to 
Derby for a good meal and comfortable 
hotel (deliberately shortening our Sunday 
drive home) before a leisurely (trouble-
free) return to our South Coast homes. 
 
Blood pressures were to rise when an 
MCC official went into print a week after 
the event indicating all who left the 
breakfast halt on the marshal’s instruction 
(before the official written time) would be 
penalised (probably three quarters of the 
competitors) but thankfully common 
sense was to prevail and only excessive 
time faults were finally penalised. Had the 
“threat” to penalise all been carried out, it 
would possibly have led to a large 
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contingent of competitors taking strong 
unpopular action. Crisis averted! 
 
The saving grace is that the trial was well 
marshalled, pleasing to participate in and 
rewarding by most sections being 

cleanable. Forget the medals, it left our 
group all feeling it was a good trial. The 
marshals were as always good humoured 
and enthusiastic, thanks to them we had a 
great time! 

Edinburgh Trial 2015 
by Joy Smith 
 

O ur event started up the M5 with 
the sun shining, overtaken with 
a cheery wave by an X90 
Suzuki and a pair of TR 7s. We 

were a late number, but like to arrive in 
Tamworth early enough for a meal and bit 
of ‘shut eye’ before starting the trial. This 
is because ‘she who lacks sleep’ starts to 
talk ‘goobly gook’ and can’t co-ordinate 
sentences let alone navigate. I can sleep 
stood upright which doesn’t bode well for 
my alert husband / driver. I have been 
known to sleep going across Exmoor in 
an open-top Austin 7 in snow!   
 
At scrutineering we still hold our breath. 
Even though Rob had checked the Beetle 
over a number of times there is still that 
last minute doubt. This results from 
another occasion where we had driven 
from Devon without a hitch to have a bulb 
blow in the queue!! 
 
We had a straightforward run to 
Carsington Control. I then couldn’t find the 
loo which seemed to have moved around 
the corner! There was a minor 10 minute 
delay leaving as I believe some-one had 
broken their transmission on Haven Hill…
ouch!... When we arrived at the section 
Barry Redmayne and David Tydeman 
were at the base sorting out fuel problems 
in the Liege. 
 
Onward to dawn just breaking on a very 
misty Haydale. We missed the turning the 
first time as there was a small signpost 
where I wasn’t expecting one which threw 

my navigation a bit. Luckily we realized 
our error quite quickly…..or at least Rob 
did as there was no other turning within 
the specified mileage. This is a section we 
failed in 2014, but cleared this time even 
with a restart. 
 
At this point, due to dry conditions we 
were running ahead of time and arrived at 
the breakfast stop at the ‘Bull-in-the-
Thorn’ early, as did most other 
competitors. Big discussions ensued 
about time of departure. If everyone was 
early should we leave after the one hour 
compulsory break, but before our time? 
Or hang-out until the ‘proper’ time?? We 
decided that as the instructions stated in 
bold and capitals ‘Time penalty for early 
departure’ we would sit it out and wait. 
 
Even though we were third from the end 
of the car class before the O section, the 
staff at the pub did a great job providing a 
classic English breakfast which was much 
appreciated. They also accommodated a 
group of oriental tourists who had stopped 
because something was obviously going 
on but they couldn’t quite get their heads 
around what that was! 
 
More stunning scenery between sections. 
As the mist lifted the stone walls and 
Derbyshire stone cottages became 
visible, along with a variety of hill sheep. 
Hats off to the ‘route finders’ for the lovely 
views. We were also amazed at the 
number of cyclists who didn’t have high-
visibility clothing or lights despite the poor 
visibility in places. 
 
The holding control before Incline worked 
well, allowed us to stretch the legs and 
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talk to other competitors who seemed 
pleased with their performances. Tales of 
previous trials and tribulations abounded. 
On Incline we spied mud for the first time 
which made it quite exciting. Corkscrew 
was also very enjoyable. Our first real 
delay was at Excelsior due to an X-90 with 
a broken prop-shaft on the section. Simon 
Fox and Lorna Hicks from Newquay were 
doing the trial for the first time in their 
Suzuki X-90 and were pleased with their 
performance at that point. Unlike John 
Looker and Scott Kelly in their VW Beetle 

who stopped at Dudwood with a fuel 
blockage. We went on past them but 
failed the section, they then managed to 
clear the blockage and successfully 
cleared the A boards. 
 
All-in-all a good trial for us, we enjoyed 
ourselves, nothing got broken, and we 
were still talking at the end!! Many, many 
thanks go to all the organizers and 
marshals for making the event possible. 
We look forward to doing it all over again 
next year. 

2016 Edinburgh Trial 
by Lester Keat 
 

B eing a farmer and agricultural 
contractor it was quite hindering 
having a wet August and 
beginning of September; 

however it did give me plenty of time to 
get the Avenger ready for the forthcoming 
Edinburgh Trial. On numerous occasions I 
would tell everybody I was going to check 
the combine over but I would sneak off 
and actually do some work on the car, 
only for a workman to say to me that he 
didn’t realise the combine was running on 
5.5 J steel wheels, when he saw me 
carrying one across the yard shod with a 
new tyre, ready to go. 
 
After entering the trial it appears that you 
have plenty of time before the trial start 
date but in reality it all creeps up very 
quickly. Accommodation to be booked and 
sort out how to get to the start. However 
things suddenly fall into place. The hotel is 
booked for the Saturday night, the car is 
prepared and a decision is made to hire 
tow vehicles for the weekend. 
 
I was running with Ian Cundy. my cousin. 
in his Mk1 Golf. As Ian and I were in the 
running for Triple awards it was very 
important to be fully prepared for 
everything that may be thrown at us 
during the event. 

 
Friday October 2nd was upon us, the cars 
loaded onto trailers and everything was 
ready to go. We left Cornwall at 17.15 hrs 
on the Friday and made our way to Bull in 
the Thorn near Buxton where it was 
planned to leave the towing vehicles and 
trailers and drive to the start at Tamworth 
Services, so far everything was going to 
plan. 
 
We eventually got to Tamworth start and 
got scrutineered before signing on then 
waiting for departure we have time for a 
cup of coffee and chat and shake hands 
with a few friends you only see about 
twice a year. And then wonder what the 
hell you are doing there! 
 
Dan my son always rides with me on MCC 
events and is a keen trialer himself. It is 
his job to work out the route (follow Ian) 
and look after time card, tyre pressures for 
sections etc. and also keep me awake. 
 
Departure time arrives, Dan’s got the time 
card, I’ve got the Webers roaring and we 
are on our way to Carsington Holding 
Control where we had to wait for 
clearance to go to the first section Haven 
Hill. I still manage to feel nervous on these 
events but nonetheless the hill is cleared 
by Ian and myself and I feel better now 
that we have started. 
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Next section, Cliff Quarry with a restart for 
all classes. After the restart it’s a sharp 
right up a bank which can be tricky in the 
wet, then you drop down to the road below 
to finish the section. There’s a nasty 
deviation for class 8 here. Again both of 
us clearing this and everything so far so 
good but the fog by now was causing 
some issues as it was difficult to see 
certain road junctions on our way to 
Haydale. I was also finding it difficult to 
stay awake at this stage of the event. 
 
When we eventually got to Haydale I woke 
up immediately and did this section with 
restart no problem. Then we had the first 
time test right after the section which I 
made sure I did correctly. 
 
Now on to Calton, again restart for all 
classes. This section can be a real 
stopper in the wet but it is dry so both of 
us clearing here. Fog not as severe, as 
daylight was getting better all of the time 
as we made our way to Bull in’t Thorn for 
the breakfast stop. No penalty for early 
arrival. Confusion here concerning timing 
and departure times, route card clearly 
stated penalty for early departure but it 
was noticed some competitors were 
leaving after a one-hour stop. Had a catch 
up with the motorbike boys here. 
 
After breakfast it was time to make our 
way to Incline which was a new section for 
us. This section would be a beauty in the 
wet. On arrival it was well organised to get 
into the actual section. Had a very quick 
conversation with class 8 veteran Dudley 
Sterry here. Variable start lines for 
different classes and yellow and red 
restart lines. It looked quite wet and 
slippery but all went well for both of us and 
onto the next new section Litton Slack. 
 
Litton Slack was cleared by both of us, we 
then made our way to Putwell A and B. 
 
A quick hello and hand shake with Land’s 
End Clerk of Course Bill Rosten and away 

we go. This was a rough and snatchy trip 
to Putwell B and I think it caught a few. 
Putwell B is a nice view and we both had 
clears to the top of the mountain (well 
that’s what I call it). Doing well so far. 
 
On to Hollins Clough Time Control now for 
a twenty-minute break, well-earned cup of 
tea and a home-made bun. Also catch up 
with other competitors. 
 
The next section Rakes Head is just up 
the road on the left. This section starts on 
the road and you turn sharp left (after 
nearly running over the marshals’ toes) 
into a narrow gully up through a small 
wood, a very short section with a right 
hand turn at the top to the section end. 
Again we both cleared this. 
 
After some 5 miles we arrived at Excelsior 
where a large queue had built up. 
Knowing that we had a restart here this 
was causing concern, because in the past 
I have known this restart to be a stopper. 
Sorry Nicola! But unfortunately a Triumph 
TR7 had broken its propshaft just in front 
of us which delayed our attempts at the 
hill. Always a shame when this happens to 
a fellow competitor. By this time Bill and 
Liz Bennett were right behind me in their 
immaculate MG J2. Having time to spare 
Bill and I started talking about the other 
big event going on in the UK the Rugby 
World Cup. Both being ex players we 
were trying to sort out what England 
should do to beat the Aussies when they 
played them that evening at Twickenham. 
Then Dan piped up and said ‘Dad think 
about what you have to do here or you will 
mess it up’. Good point I thought. It was 
soon our turn and after a quick chat with 
the start marshal we were away and 
proceeded to the restart. Getting the car 
positioned in the restart box is important 
here. Did that, looked the restart marshal 
in the eye, he looked happy, flag dropped, 
a couple of prods of the throttle and we 
were up the top blowing up the tyres. 
What a relief, and with that Bill and Liz 
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bounced around the corner, everybody 
smiling. 
 
We then made our way to Clough Mine 
where there were two sections. Clough 
Mine 2 had to be completed first then on 
to Clough Mine 1. Ian and I cleared both 

of these sections. The pace was picking 
up now. We blew up the tyres and started 
to make our way to Dudwoods. After a 
couple of miles Ian suddenly stopped, we 
anchored up behind. Ian by this time was 
out of the car and said the Golf was 
difficult to steer. On inspection we found 
that the differential had failed causing the 
steering to jam. At this stage Ian had to 
retire and wasted no time in telling us to 
get going as time was going away. 
 
Dan’s on the route card now and we head 
for Dudwoods feeling gutted for Ian and 
Alan. Things seem to be getting a rush, 
Bill’s MG J2 hanging onto the tail of the 
Avenger now like a terrier on a rat. 
 
We get to Dudwoods and have to skip 
Dudwood 1 and do Dudwood 2 which was 
an interesting section up through the trees 
with a restart which was nice in the dry 

but would have been impossible in the 
wet.  We cleared this section and made 
the short trip over to the last time test, 
which reminds me of a rally stage, 
although we didn’t treat it like that and 
made sure I did it correctly. Job done. 
What a nice feeling. 

 
Quick dash now back to Bull in’t Thorn, 
Hand in numbers and sign off. We then 
made sure Ian and Alan were back with 
the Golf, which they were. 
 
The next bit I really enjoy, having a pint 
and a chat amongst ourselves and with 
other competitors. Now you realise how 
good all this is and it wouldn’t happen if it 
wasn’t for all the hard work put in by the 
organisers and volunteers to make these 
events happen. A big thankyou. 
 
The only downside of the day apart from 
Ian losing his Triple was that the Aussies 
stuffed us at the rugby! 
 
I had a safe journey home on the Sunday. 
Then on Monday back to my usual 
ploughs and rows! 

Lester & his Avenger on the Edinuburgh 
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The Mechanics Trial 2015 
by Mal Allen 
 

S tart 
Even before getting to the start 
decisions had to be made, do I 
trailer the car? No, it’s only 30 

miles, let’s be brave.                                                                          
3 miles from home the ignition light starts 
to glow, Bugger, so, turn around and call it 
a day? Or continue on to the start in the 
hope the problem can be solved? 
Decisions, decisions. Ok, decision made. 
Go home and pick up the emergency 
battery pack, then go to the start picking 
up the passenger (Pete Hart) on the way.  
 
As with the Cotswolds Clouds, Stroud & 
District MC use the SKF Factory carpark 
for its start and trailer parking. We arrive to 
find a long queue for Scrutineering (long 
enough for Pete to get the bacon butties 
and coffee), but it moves along quickly 
and we are soon cleared to compete, we 
then sign on, where there is no queue, use 
the facilities (Toilets), fiddle with the 
alternator wiring until the red light goes 
out, and await our turn to leave, all very 
civilised.  
 
Section 1. Tinpan Alley 
A fairly simple drive up a rough track in the 
trees, the start marshal Colin Bile advised 
us that we should stop at the section ends 
as a new home owner was monitoring the 
event, so we stopped on the line with 3 
marshals lined up for inspection. We get a 
quick wave and a word of encouragement 
(at least I hope that’s what it was) and we 
were on our way to:-  
 
Section 2. Boxwell 
I find this is an interesting drive in, 
wondering who lives in the big houses this 
far from the main road. The section has a 
nice restart, but it was relatively dry (as 
with most of the hills today) so no 
problems. Again a nice drive out, past a 
very expensive looking stone wall, again, 
who lives on the other side I wonder, 

through a couple of gates to the main 
road. 
 
Section 3. Hobbs Choice 
Nicola Butcher was kept busy doing tyre 
pressures and start marshal with Harry 
Butcher doing the restart flag, this section 
is pretty simple, drive onto the bank and 
restart, the trick is not to spin the wheels 
and slide sideways into the restart post, 
the bank appeared to be wider this year 
and being dry even I managed to get away 
without too much difficulty 
 
Section 4. Wood Lane 
A little confusing with the new entrance 
through the new houses, a straightforward 
hill in a sunken lane with a restart, no real 
problems just the usual nerves expecting 
a sting in the tail that didn’t arise. On the 
exit we met our first horse of the day, 
trying to ride down the section, we, along 
with several other competitors parked up 
by the edge of the field to let the rider 
through.  
 
Section 5. Saps Surprise 
In the woods. This section provided our 
first real queue, so plenty of time to relax, 
kick the tyres etc. From the start line it was 
right turn, and a short steep climb on mud, 
I took this a little too timidly, and ground to 
a halt at the 4 marker, it was close to a 3, 
but the marshal was on the spot and 
looking, damn. I was hoping for a better 
score here as my passenger had 
mentioned (several times) that he had 
scored a 1 last year. Phil Aubrey, the class 
winner scored a 6 here, so maybe 4 was 
not so bad.   
 
Section 6. Mini Hoskins 
Another hill in the woods, it seemed a bit 
tighter than last year, I had to twiddle the 
steering wheel quite a lot to get around the 
bends. But it’s always nice to clear a hill 
when you think it was hard work (OK 
maybe it was just hard work for me!) 
 
Section 7. Don’t Blink 
I must have Blinked, Bugger, I drove out of 
the section at the 3 marker. I was not the 
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only one to do this, (you could almost 
believe this was the organisers plan), and 
this after climbing over the roots for the 
first time in ages.   
 
Section 8 Merves 
Two restarts on one hill, what next? 
Changing a wheel during a special test? 
No, don’t even think about it. I was only 
joking.  
 
Section 9. King Charles Lane 
We would have been there 5 minutes 
earlier but we went “the pretty 
way” (missed the junction). Again more 
familiar faces, Eric Wall on the start line, 
Howard Stephens doing a good job on the 
restart. Two restart lines, Decisions, 
decisions, I don’t do decisions. Anyway, I 
guessed right and cleared the hill, phew.  
 
Section 10. Bulls Cross 
A nice stony lane, hard left at the top to 
finish, with a restart to keep us honest. It 
was dry this year so no problems, just a 
bunch of rowdy spectators at the top (OK 
it was only Mrs Hart and Mrs Allen with 
our two dogs). 
 
Section 11. Greenway Lane  
This is a longish hill, a bit longer this year, 
as it had been extended a bit onto an off 
camber patch of mud, nice. Brian Phipps 
seemed to be enjoying running the restart 
here. 
 
Section 12. Greenway Lane 2 
A slight difference this year, we were 
routed around a bush into the steep 
incline with roots. The class 8 had a 
restart on the roots, thank God we didn’t, 
Pete saw the roots first and yelled “Floor 
it” so we flew over them, to clear the 
section. Could be a real stopper if wet, 
let’s do it again next year. 
 
Section 13. Special Test 1 
The typical line “A” “B” And “C”. Missed 
reverse gear at line “B”, (I know it’s in 
there somewhere) so, as my school 

reports used to say “I could have done 
better” Come to think of it Mrs Allen is 
often heard to mutter the same thing! 
 
Section 14. Bull Bank 
The expected problems getting off the 
restart did not occur and we drove away 
from the flag marshal (Andrew Brown) 
with no trouble. A bit of a disappointment, 
especially for the spectators (Mrs Hart and 
Mrs Allen with our two bored looking dogs 
again) I think.   
 
Section15 and Special Test 2. Viaduct 
A reasonable flat section followed by a 
quick blast on the special test. The 
marshals on the last section were the 
ones who had started us on the first 
section, thanks guys. I did not let much air 
out of the tyres here as I seemed to recall 
the track was a bit rutted, the section was 
not a problem and we arrived at the start 
of the special test to find an audience of 
competitors, on the drop of the flag we 
launched off of line “A”, (as fast as 75bhp 
can move a 1-ton car) and slithered to a 
halt on line “B”. For me this is about as 
demanding as a special test should be, 
forget about things like line “C” and 
reverse gear. As we were running a bit 
down the order we decided to pump up 
the tyres and head for the Finish. 
 
Finish 
The finish was at the very accommodating 
Minchenhampton Golf Club, where we 
signed off and had a quick pint (shandy in 
my case). The food looked good, 
unfortunately we had already made other 
arrangements. Results took about an 
hour, during which the usual tales of 
success and woe were told. Provisional 
results were in my PC inbox that night, a 
lesson for other clubs? 
 
Well done to Josh Moss who won the Trial 
on 0 points beating Charlie Knifton by less 
than a second on the tie deciding special 
test times. So to finish, a large vote of 
thanks to the Stroud and District team of 
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2015 Hardy Trial 
photos  

by Geoff Pickett 
 
 
 
Geoffrey Westcott & 
Jonathan West,  
CCM Rotax 

 
 
 
 

Tim Hawkins & Penny 
Liurley, KTM Duke 

 
 
 
 
David White, Honda TL250 
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The 2015 Tamar Trial 
by Leon Youlton 
 

W hat a beautiful autumn day 
perfect for a trial, well if you 
are like me just love the thrill 
of competing and having a 

ride, although the conditions were perfect 
and made all the sections achievable. A 
good entry with 30 plus solo motorcycles 
and equivalent number of cars which is 
positive in this discipline of motor sport as 
in recent years some clubs are struggling 
for entries. Possibly due to costs of 
machinery and maintaining them to a 
good standard for this type of event, as 
entry fees in my opinion are fair and 
reasonable. 
 
The scrutineering and sign on went like 
clockwork, all credit to the team of willing 
volunteers who were all cheerful and very 
helpful, who deserve a big thank you for 
their work and support. As per schedule 
we all went off on our way heading for 
section 1 Werrens myself being at the tail 
end of the motorcycles. A sensible time 
section to start causing no problems 
although the ground/grass was slippery, 
making it a little tasky stopping astride 
the line and staying upright.  Off to 
section 2 and a good section giving all 
motorcycles a clean, although when we 
arrived at the start of the section Neil 
O’Connor on his trusty Honda who has 

ridden this machine in many events, was 
in the lane kicking the kick start in a 
fraught way but to no avail, amazing no 
bad language was heard obviously 
because it was a Sunday!! Neil did 
eventually start the bike and complete the 
section with a clean but sadly decided to 
retire, what a shame as he would have 
enjoyed the event. Maybe Father 
Christmas will be generous this year and 
deliver you a new machine, wouldn’t that 
be nice!! 
 
Back on the road to Crackington which is 
always a good traditional lane used for 
many years and for many a section for 
the London Land’s End, and those who 
remember the End to End Trial. This only 
caught a couple of bikes out although a 
few cars did not make a clean run.  
 
Next onto Trehole Grove and Trehole 
Climb when driving down the lane to 
enter into the section I noticed my 
companion riding along with me was not 
at the start. I turned around and back up 
the track where I found him looking over 
an Anglia estate and taking pictures of 
the car (which was marked for sale), why 
I asked, well he said I am getting older 
and 4 wheels could be better than 2 
especially if the weather is poor. So who 
knows next year I could be navigating in 
a car (hopefully not) or still on the trusty 2
-wheel variety.  
 

marshals and officials for running the 
2015 Mechanics Trial. I’m sure all 
competitors enjoyed the event (ok, maybe 
not Rick Neale, whose new engine 
expired about 3 miles from the start). 
 
P.S. Thanks to Pete for passengering (I 
would say navigating but that would be 
stretching it a bit!!). Oh and by the way he 
took the option of a lift home in a warm 
4x4, leaving me to drive home in the rain 
on my own. 

P.P.S. My thanks must go to David 
Shaylor and Katie, his young passenger. 
Whose eagle eyes saw my wallet fall off 
the back of my car as I left the car park (I 
had put it on the back of the car when I 
was putting on my Dickie’s Romper Suit), 
they picked it up and chased after me. 
Lots of flashing headlights and waving 
eventually got my attention, to say I was 
stunned when the young lady offered me 
my wallet is an understatement. Many 
thanks again. 
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The first section at Trehole was interesting 
as soon as you turned right into the field it 
revealed a muddy bog and quick thinking 
was required to take the right line which 
caught a few riders out me included 
needing a single dab to keep upright but 
completing the section, this did take a few 
points in both bike and car classes and 
then straight into Trehole Climb with all 
bikes having a clean but not so good for 
the cars again taking some points here. 
 
Onward to section 5 which was a real 
challenge in both disciplines but a great 
section with a real combination of different 
surfaces, tree roots and a fairly tight turn 
catching out even the best of riders. 
Unfortunately, I did not get the opportunity 
to view the cars climbing the hill but the 
results show it must have been a real test 
here, which I can appreciate as standing 
at the top of the section looking down it did 
look slightly harrowing, but then we all like 
a challenge and push our limits. 
 
Moving onto section 6 only a very short 
distance from the previous section was 
well ridden by most and not a big point 
stealer especially for the bikes and a few 
taken with the cars. Following on from 
section 6 was the Observed Test 2, which 
was very straight forward and explained 
by the marshal at the start, so not sure 
what I was thinking here as I failed to stop 
at line C!!!! a hair brain moment and also 
my riding companion did the same trick, 
obviously in a hurry didn’t want to stop; 
well that’s my story anyway.  
 
A little section of road and fuel stop before 
we reached Park Impossible, which 
proved to be very achievable for the motor 
cycles with very few points dropped 
although a few dropped for the outfits, 
cars looked to have struggled here. Back 
on the road for section 8 Angel Steps 
which was a cracking section, riders had 
to work hard here as you could not back 
off here as you would have been in trouble 
and not a pleasant way down so it was a 

case of putting on the power and be 
committed.  
 
Once at the top a lunch break to be had, 
which was very welcomed in the church 
hall, where they did a superb job with the 
catering so well done for all concerned for 
this effort. After returning from lunch the 
first of the cars emerged from the lane 
who I asked how they got on with the 
climb but obviously cleaned the lane 
although I would say probably the hardest 
section for the cars as a real toughie.  
 
After a spot of light luncheon we followed 
the route to Lew Woods for a group of 4 
sections. When entering the woods all I 
could here was an engine revving hard 
and looking down through the trees I 
caught glimpse of an outfit giving it their all 
on the climb up through the woods which 
was successful for all outfits, good ride 
and good to watch. All sections in the 
woods were tackled with ease in general 
apart from one competitor on Lew Woods 
3 who got tangled around a tree at the 
start nearly taking a marshal out, who I am 
sure saw the funny side of it as no one 
was hurt. The cars appeared to have had 
more of a challenge within the woods 
looking at the scores. Out of the woods 
and heading for the final 2 sections 
Allerford Rise and Summit neither proving 
to be an issue especially with the dry 
conditions for all motorcycles completed 
both for clean, not quite the same story for 
the cars. 
 
In summary it was a fantastic event 
comprising of challenges, different terrain, 
lanes and good views. It was my first 
attempt at this trial but will not be the last 
as the whole event ran smooth from 
signing on, scrutineering, route 
instructions, section quality, friendly 
marshals and best of all the weather was 
a magical autumn day. A big well done 
and thank you to all involved with 
organising and helping on the day. 



19 

The 2015 Tamar Trial  
by Alan Black 
 

F ollowing the Exmoor Clouds Trial 
there was a lot of work to do on 
“Purple”, including an MOT, 
before the Tamar Trial. I had felt 

the brake pedal creeping down and found 
one of the front callipers blown so decided 
to change both for new along with 
changing the clutch slave cylinder to a 
pull type to reduce the pedal pressure. 
With this completed and everything 
loaded up on Saturday afternoon 
passenger Andy and I set out from home 
on Sunday for the drive to the Launceston 
start arriving without drama in good time 
for scrutineering. I say without drama 
following our journey to the Exmoor 
Clouds Trial when “Purple” decided to 
break a securing ratchet strap over a 
nasty bump in the road and tried to roll off 
the back of the trailer! 
 
The start location at the Cash and Carry 
car park was excellent with plenty of room 
and signing on plus refreshments 
available across the road at the football 
club, so we were all set and ready to go at 
our allotted time of 08.52. 
 
We had completed the Tamar several 
times before, but with a memory like a 
sieve I only remembered the sections 
when half way up, so this was no help 
although the first obstacle was observed 
test 1, Werrens, which was going well 
until I braked too hard at the finish line 
and slide sideways into a marker post! 
With spirits thus dampened we moved on 
to observed section 1, Maxworthy, 
thankfully a straightforward track which 
we cleared along with everone else – a 
nice introduction to the trial proper. 
 
Crackington was the second observed 
section and, although rough, was not too 
difficult although we had a struggle on the 

right side restart, but got away to score a 
clear. 
 
Waiting for our turn at the next section, 
Trehole Grove, we could hear the 
problems others were having negotiating 
a very tight turn through a gate and then 
getting enough momentum to clear a 
short but very muddy climb. We therefore 
set off with no great expectations but 
managed to get into second gear half way 
up the slope and with full revs just crept 
over the top for a clear, accompanied by 
much excitement from yours truly, there 
would have been even more if I had 
known that we were the only car to clear 
this section! 
 
Following this effort there was a certain 
amount of psychological barracking from 
other very experienced class 8 
competitors as we waited to complete 
section 4, Trehole Climb, “leading the 
class now Alan” and “how should we 
tackle this one then” just two unworthy 
examples! 
 
Section 4, Trehole Climb, was in the 
same field and was a straightforward 
grass and mud climb which we again 
scored a clear on, this could not last and 
sure enough it did not as we moved on to 
face New Langleys.  The approach to this 
section is very picturesque, with a 
beautiful rocky stream adjacent to the 
field and is the type of scenery we 
regularly see on trials, which normally we 
would never have the opportunity to visit, 
one benefit of the sport it is easy to 
overlook.  Anyway we came back to earth 
with a bump as I failed to clear the restart 
with the added embarrassment of being 
winched out in front of a sizable crowd of 
spectators! 
 
For once I remembered the next section, 
Trevilla, as I had missed it completely the 
previous year and so we concentrated 
very hard in the farmyard approach but 
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still managed to turn into a dead end full 
of “cow poo” on the way to the start. This 
section was very twisty and undulating, 
but had no restart and we cleared it 
without too much difficulty. We then 
moved on to observed test 2, Scarsick, 
were we managed a reasonable time but 
when added to the disaster of Werrens we 
had the worse total time of any car! 
 
It was over 15 miles plus a fuel stop 
before Park Impossible, observed section 
7, which featured a minimum tyre 
pressure of 12 PSI and this was my 
undoing. I got good traction off the line 
and was moving steadily towards the 
restart but then lost grip and did not have 
enough momentum to make the restart, 
with the normal low tyre pressures this 
would not have been a problem, a lesson 
to be learned for the future, my fault and a 
disappointing 6 scored.  
 
Following a short road run we faced 
section 8, Angel Steps a renowned 
section I had never cleared and today was 
no exception, getting stuck on the very 
rocky and slippery restart for another 6, 
the only consolation was that we then had 
a lunch stop at Marystow Church Hall and 
I certainly could remember the marvellous 
cakes that would be on offer!   
 
Refreshed after lunch we set off for the 
next section, the first of four held in the 
dreaded Lew Woods, well dreaded by me! 
These always present a good challenge 
and usually cause me some problems 
overcoming the surface conditions.  
 
Sure enough the first featured a very 
rough root covered restart where I got 
stuck, 6 points onto the score. Lew 
Woods 2 was easier with no restart, just a 
rough muddy run between the trees, 
which we cleared along with the majority 
of the car entry, but things were much 
more difficult at the next section Lew 
Woods 3. Off the start there was a nasty 

muddy left turn then a very slippery run to 
the restart just over a firebreak track and 
although we managed to move off after 
this we got stuck at the 5 board, only two 
class 8 cars cleared the section and we 
were next so we were fairly pleased with 
that.   
 
Moving on to Lew Woods 4 we found a 
similar muddy root covered run were we 
got caught out just after the restart and 
stopped at the 5 board again.  
Leaving the woods for a short road run we 
then tackled Allerford rise, section 13. 
Although there was no restart the first part 
of the section consisted of a slow twist 
around trees before quickly getting some 
momentum to clear the hill before a quick 
stop on a firebreak, we managed this for a 
clear. The next and last section of the day 
was Allerford Summit were I made a mess 
of the restart and recorded a 7, a 
disappointing way to finish the day! 
 
So now it was time to make our way to the 
finish at The Winds of Change public 
house for signing off and a cup of coffee 
before returning to the start at Launceston 
to load “Purple” onto the trailer for the 
drive home. 
 
Although, as always, I felt I could have 
done better we came fifth in class behind 
four very experienced drivers in well 
sorted cars. It was a well organised trial 
with a good variety of sections, the 
weather was good and it gave me my best 
trials moment to date when we were the 
only car to clear Trehole Grove - perhaps 
I should retire now!     
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The 2015 Bodmin Trial 
by Dan Keat 
 

A  busy autumn workload left me 
a little unsure as to whether I 
was going to be able to enter 
the Bodmin Trial. But as the 

closing date for entries neared and with 
a few long days in the tractor, there was 
light at the end of the tunnel. A phone 
call from Roger Hoskin telling me to pull 
my finger out was all that was needed, 
so all sorted. 
 
The Bodmin Trial has been put on for 
68 years in Cardingham Woods and 
has been enjoyed by my grandfather, 
father, uncles and cousins. Over the 
years Camel Vale MC have worked 
tirelessly to keep using these woods 
and this year was no exception, so a 
big thank you goes out to Clerk of the 
Course Simon Groves, Roger Hoskin, 
Jemma Latham, Roy Hartly and all the 
other marshals, not forgetting Pete 
Combellack for scrutineering. 
 
We arrived at the top of Cardingham 
Woods to make the descent down past 
Silverlead Mine to signing on and 
scrutineering. It was a bright and sunny 
day, but it was wet underfoot – perfect 
trialling weather! As we signed on Pete 
poked and prodded in all the right 
places and we got the thumbs up to 
start. My passenger, Lester Keat, (my 
father) and I made our way around to 
park up and we waited to start at out 
scheduled time. There was a bit of witty 
banter with fellow competitors and then 
we were sent on our way by Jemma 
and Roger. 
 
Section 1 – Up and Down 
This section starts on the main forest 
track and has a sharpish uphill turn into 
a narrow track. Then there is a straight 
climb up to the restart line and then left 
in ruts out of the top. Everyone in class 

8 cleared this, but it caught out a few 
from the other classes on the corner. It 
is always good for the nerves to get the 
first hill out of the way! 
 
Section 2 – Clay Shoot Hil 
Here Pete Allen was stopping us on the 
restart, which was just after a left 
hander. An awkward looking tree root 
left us to decide whether to stop ‘high’ 
or ‘low’. I went back to my car and 
father asked ‘Woz alike?’ and I replied 
‘Bleddy slippery.’ He said ‘Do e know 
what youm doing?’ and I said ‘I’ll telle in 
a minute!’ I stopped low on the restart 
to gain a bit of momentum for the root 
and away we went. Proper Job. The 
restart claimed all of class 7, except for 
Martin Harry in his Pinto powered Imp. 
All the ‘big Beetles’ cleared it, but it 
proved to be a tall order for the Escorts, 
as all got a six. 
 
After blowing up the tyres it’s a short 
way down the track to section 3 – Ron 
‘n’ Jon’s. As usual there is a bit of a 
queue here, as it’s 3 in, 3 out. This is a 
section to respect and there are bound 
to be points lost here. There is a 
sweeping right turn into a narrow kink 
and then a very steep straight climb. I’m 
sure I could feel the ground quaking as 
Andrew Rippon attacked it in his 
thunderous Beetle. He had a hell of a 
climb for a 7. Nobody in the trial 
bettered this score, with the majority of 
the field getting 8s and 9s, OK so now 
we know nobody is going to go clear. 
 
Section 4 – Deviok 
My cousin Ian Cundy (VW Golf 16v 
specialist) was marshalling here. It is a 
steep, stony climb with a restart for 
everyone halfway up and a tight right 
out of the top. A good climb here for 
Phil ‘flat out’ Thomas, clearing the 
restart and keeping in with the battle 
hardened Escorts of Colin Jefferies and 
Ken Bassett. Also gaining some points 
here was James Shallcross in his class 
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1 Pug 205, taking an early lead from Luke 
Blaber’s 206. 
 
Hoskin Hill, the famous Land’s End hill 
was next. Most of the field cleared this hill, 
but it was a long, steep and very 
enjoyable one at that. More on this hill 
later – wink, wink Tris White! From the top 
of Hoskin Hill there was a loop around the 
top forest road, then down past the silver 
lead mine and along the bottom to the far 
end of the forest to section 6, Groover’s 
Gut. Clerk of the course, Simon, and his 
team have worked hard to get this section 
established and for the last few years I 
have done the trial it’s been in fine fettle. 
From the start it’s a sharp right into a wide 
cambered bank and then into a narrow 
track with a boundary hedge through 
trees.  
 
There was a restart for classes 7 and 8, 
which was tricky. We had some time to 
watch this hill – what a climb was made by 
Roger Teagle in his class 6 Beetle – he 
made it look easy! But it was a different 
story if you had to stop…. The restart 
claimed most of those who had to tackle 
it. In class 7 Steve Ball in his ‘gutsy’ Marlin 
got a 1. Martin Harry cleared it in the ‘bra 
ripper’ Imp. Tris White in his Troll cleared 
it with no fuss or noise, then it was my 
turn. There was lots of noise, lots of 
bouncing by my father, lots of shouting 
from Groover telling me to keep it flat out 
and away she went! Red faced and 
panting, that was a bit of ‘bledy’ luck! 
 
Then it was straight into section 7, Karl’s 
Copse. This is not very steep, but slippery 
and winding through trees, with a restart 
for some. Alan Selwood and Nick Farmer 
were in charge here, with Alan setting us 
off and Nick stopping us on the restart. 
Eyeing up the restart and not feeling very 
confident after Groover’s Gut I was in two 
minds about where to stop. Nick is also a 
Fugitive pilot, so knows all about the 
advantages of having a long one. ‘Front 
just in here Dan’, he said and that was 

good enough for me. When Tris White 
came up he straddled the ruts, missed the 
root and trickled away, but then again he 
has a short one! 
 
Section 8 was Adrian’s Way, with a 
slippery start into a narrow track which 
takes you out onto the main forest road. 
All of classes 1-6 cleared this hill, with 
some from classes 7 and 8 failing the 
restart. Next was the special test. Nic 
Clayton was in charge here and her 
instructions were simple…… “From line A 
go around the cone, smile at the Cornish 
Guardian photographer and back down to 
line B”. All good fun, except I took bloody 
ages! The fastest time of day here goes to 
Tris, with the Troll behaving beautifully on 
the handbrake – and a nice broadside to 
boot. 
 
Next was section 9, Castle Hill. For me 
this is the sort of hill you are glad to get 
out of. It was a straight climb from the 
forest road and then a steep, sharp left-
hander over some roots, with a restart for 
class 8. It then continues with more ruts 
and holes before dropping back to the 
forest road. At least one car from each 
class dropped 6 or more points, for sure it 
was a make or break hill. Next was 
Lidcutt, a stony section that everyone 
cleared. 
 
Weaners Wiggle was section 11 and this 
is another relatively new section, found by 
Simon and Keelan Handcock, and what a 
stopper it is proving to be. Climb of the 
day here goes to Tris in the Troll. He did 
one of those straddle the ruts, trickly, 
make no noise things again and cleared it. 
Brilliant. He parked up the top and looking 
down waited for me a have a go. So the 
pressure was on! I tried trickling, but that 
soon turned into a 7600 rpm blur kind of 
thing. I just managed a 3! 
 
Section 12, Humpty’s Corner was 
cancelled, due to a fallen tree. So Powell 
Hill was next and there was a restart. This 
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section gave Ryan Tonkin some breathing 
space from Nigel Allen, as he got his 
Beetle up in a small but ultra-competitive 
class 4. 
 
Section 14 was Silverhead Mine. It has a 
short, steep and stony start that levels out 
for two different restarts, then sharp right 
up into a rutted bank. The lower restart 
line was for classes 1-6 and the higher 
one for 7 and 8. There were two very 
good climbs here in class 5 – Nick 
Deacon’s well developed X90 for a 2 and 
Dave Haizelden also got a 2 in his SS1. 
Andrew Rippon in full attack mode cleared 
it. I manged a 1 and evened things up in 
class 8. 
 
Next was another visit to Castle Hill. This 
time just straight up though, but there was 
a steep restart which stopped a handful of 
7 and 8 cars, but not Roger Teagle – he 
was the only Beetle to clear it. Section 16 
was Ben’s Lidcutt. Ben Tonkin, Dave Ball 
and Rob Williams, keen trailers all, were 
marshalling here. There was a deviation 
turning right into a mudhole!. Nobody got 
past the 6. The best bit here was the free 
ride to the top in Ben’s 4x4. 
 
Next was Hoskin’s Hill 2 with a restart for 
classes 7 and 8. Ladies and Gentlemen 
let the class 8 showdown begin! A very 
steep, polished and narrow restart line left 
us with few options. As soon as I saw it I 
knew it was going to be flat tyres and flat 
out. The Fugitive did not let me down, an 
exhilarating climb to the top. Another good 
climb here was from Alan Black in his K 
series powered Fugitive. When he got to 
the top he asked me what all the fuss was 
about and I said “If you ever see a Troll 
coming down backwards, worry!” 
 
Section 18 was Broadhawk. This is one of 
my favourite sections on the trial. You 
start in the track and then turn right into a 
wide, smooth and muddy bank, then on 
up through the trees and then you can 
really ‘let her go’. James Shallcross and 

Luke Blaber in the all Peugeot class 1 
both got 4s. They had a tight battle all 
day, which was made even tougher, as 
they had been amalgamated with class 3. 
Ryan Tonkin clinched his victory here 
when he cleared it in his class 4 Beetle. 
Also here there was a nice climb for Mike 
Ellis, who had come down from Stroud in 
his very freely revving Beetle to take class 
6. 
 
Adrian’s Way 2 was next. A nerve racking 
section if your car is long and you need 
planning permission to turn it around. 
Leading the class I had to get to the 8 or 9 
to hold my position, but only after two tight 
turns. I pumped my tyres up a bit to help 
turn and prayed at the same time. We 
managed a 6, which was the same as the 
rest of class 8, so that was enough to 
secure the overall win, just ahead of Tris. 
In class 5 Dave Haizelden had a cracking 
climb for a 4 and so he took class 5. In 
class 3 there was a great climb here for 
Tom Powell in the BMW. He scored 6, 
which gave him the Novice Award. Other 
class winners were Colin Jeffreys, who 
clinched his win with a faster time on the 
special test, Steve Ball (class 7) and 
Martin Harry in his Imp. 
 
A thoroughly enjoyable and competitive 
day’s sport was had by all. 

24 

Allen Trial p
Calvin Ta

 
 

 
 
Ryan Eamer, Cannon 

 
 
 
 
Mike Hobbs,  
VW Beetle 

 
 

 
Terry Hart, Troll 



25 

photos by  
Talbot 

Bill & Liz Bennett, MG J2 

 
 
 
 
Richard  Hayward, 

Ford Sierra 

 
 
 
 
Dean Partington, 
DP Eskape 

26 

Hardy Trial, Suzuki X90 #67 
by Ian Fitzgerald 
 

A fter a chat with my brother about 
doing the Exeter trial on our 
KTM Adventures we came to the 
conclusion that he was not man 

enough to ride his bike in January 
because it may be a bit cold and wet! So it 
was decided that we should do it in a car, 
our first time off road on 4 wheels! 
 
A quick look at what people were using 
and what was affordable soon pointed to a 
Suzuki X90. 3 days later we were the 
slightly underwhelmed owners of one of 
Suzuki’s oddest creations, for a very 
reasonable £250. Apart from 105k on the 
clock and some dubious rattle can colour 
coding inside, she was solid, started on 
the key and sounded sweet. 
 
We joined the X90 group on Facebook 
and got lots of useful advice on mods that 
will be required to make it work off road. 
After a day in the workshop out rolled our 
off road weapon! Complete with new 
wheels, Bridgestone dueller tyres, sump 
guard, full engine service and air 
compressor hard wired into the boot, she 
was good to go.  
Now we needed some practice. With just 
2 weeks before the Hardy trial an entry 
was quickly sent off. We were in, class ‘0’, 
car 67 and just the 4x4 boys running 
behind us. 
 
Trial day came quickly and an early start, I 
met Rory at the kart track, as I live near 
Southampton and he lives in Weston-s-
Mare. I turned up just as the bikes were 
starting to leave. Looking around the 
paddock there was a real mix of vehicles 
from virtually standard cars to highly 
modified specials. As someone that 
enjoys building flat track bikes it’s great to 
see the modifications that people have 
carried out to improve (or ruin) their 
vehicles. Rory turned up shortly after me 

in the mighty X90! She looked right at 
home. We were looking forward to this! 
 
Scrutineering went without any problems 
and we parked up with the 2 other X90s 
competing. Lots of questions were asked 
to our fellow drivers about what to expect 
and we had a good look over their cars to 
see what else we could do to ours.  
 
0907, Start time, we were off. This was 
the first time we had used a road book but 
we quickly got used to the terminology 
and found our way to the 1st stage. We 
joined the queue and reduced our tyre 
pressures. Sat on the start line for our first 
stage I’m pretty sure the marshal on the 
finish line could see the grin on our faces! 
Now I’ll be honest after seeing a very 
standard looking Daihatsu Cuore 
complete the stage, I would have been 
very disappointed not to have made it to 
the top without incident, which we did 
whilst laughing all the way! 
 
On to Hogscliff 1 and 2, we soon realised 
that the first stage was a gimme! These 
were much harder. Being last on the 
stages they had been chewed up by the 
66 previous bikes and cars and were now 
a boggy mess. Even with 8psi in the back 
tyres we struggled, although that may 
have been a lack of skill on my part! Chalk 
Cliff resulted in a 12, which was good! The 
2 cars in front of us could not even make it 
to the start line!  
 
A 6 on combe link was respectable 
looking at the cars around us and a 4 on 
Combe barn was joint second in class ‘O’ 
so that’s ok as well. Nick’s Pits were the 
pits! Chilcombe was a nice section 
allowing a bit of speed and second gear, 
although the corner at the top into the field 
was foot deep mud and a show stopper 
for us! 
 
Boarsbarrow was a 6 which was as far as 
anyone got in class ‘0’ so happy with that. 
Knowle Lane went well until coming out 
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into the field at the top and came to a 
slippery halt, but again, as far as anyone 
managed in our class. We cleared 
Meerhay and had the best score in class 
on the mud pit that was Beaminster 
Bottom! Not having read the route card 
properly we did Burt’s Lane (class ‘0’ did 
not have to do this) and dragged the 
X90’s belly all the way to the top. May 
have to have a look underneath and see 
if we damaged anything, a 2” suspension 
lift for the next outing me thinks! Mike’s 
Mess 2 was as it sounds but again equal 
top in class! 
 
All in all we had a great day out and met 
some really nice people at a very friendly 
and well organised event. The route card 
was easy to follow and the only times we 
went wrong was our fault for not reading it 
properly. Our £250 car performed 
brilliantly and was a nice place to be 

compared to some of the open top cars 
on a wet and cold day. I have a few ideas 
to make the car better for our next outing 
on the Exeter trial, definitely a suspension 
lift, a light bar on the front as the X90’s 
standard headlights are awful. Also a tow 
bar, then relocate the spare wheels to a 
frame mounted from it to get some more 
weight over the back wheels. 
 
So where did we come? We got the 
Novice award and fourth in class ‘0’ over 
all! Not bad at all for our first run out. We 
are really looking forward to the ‘Exeter’ 
in January and hopefully many more in 
2016.  
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BSW Accounting Services 
 

Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
Self Employed, need help with your accounts or self assessment tax return on 

line?  Need to set up a Limited Company? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

VAT   PAYE  NIC Pensions  Capital & Annual Investment allowances 
P&L Balance Sheet  Cash book  Purchase & Sale Books Cash Flow 

 
Free 1st consultation to work through options 

Contact - Barbara.selkirk@bswservices.co.uk 
www.bswservices.co.uk    01584 814594/ 07722 820933 

THOR HAMMER 
www.thorhammer.com 

 

FULL RANGE OF SOFT FACED HAMMERS 
Copper, Rawhide, Plastics, Rubber, Brass…. 

 

We even still make branded hammers for  
your vintage car as per original 

 

Try your local wholesaler (eg Toolbank, Clemson,  
Buck & Hickman) or 

Duncan Stephens at a trial 
 

Also Spark Resistant Tools – www.safetytools.co.uk  
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The Hardy Trial 
by Tony Young 
 

W hen you see a ‘Chris Phillips’ 
come up on the email list you 
can be pretty sure it’s 
another set of regs, but this 

time you could do the whole lot via the 
computer. Complete the entry form, return 
it and pay your dues by bank transfer. 
Back came the final instructions, entry list 
AND the route card. How nice to be able 
to sit and read that in the warm and dry 
and not any special instructions before the 
day. Ah well the hills and the mud are the 
same! 
 
With a one site start and finish and plenty 
of parking space the Clay Pigeon kart 
circuit offered good facilities, even the 
scrutineering was under cover in the pits 
and signing on in a palatial new building, 
just completed. This year the Woolbridge 
club, with an invitation to the Bridport & 
Weymouth Motor Cycle Club to join in, 
included bikes, a class 0 and a clubman 
section, as well as the usual 1-8 classes. 
This helped to bump the entries up into 
the 70s. 
 
First bike away was at 8.01 and the rest at 
minute intervals. We wend our way 
through Dorset country lanes, through 
small villages, farms and cottages for 5 
miles to the first section. This was a firm, 
rutted track up through a wood, level at 
first than left up the steep to out onto a 
road. No problems here. Then it was on 
through more lovely named and pretty 
villages – Mintern Magna, Cerne Abbas 
(past the proud Cerne Giant), Sydling St 
Nicholas and Maiden Newton to the next 
section. So that was 14 miles out of the 
total of 58 for the trial, so the rest should 
be a bit closer together. 
 
Then it was down to the much used 
Hogcliff complex, starting with a sloping 
grass special test. The fastest car here 

was Luke Blaber in his Peugeot 206. Next 
was Hogcliff 1, with deep ruts and a left 
and then a right which took away most of 
the momentum, before a steep grassy 
climb. Here there were just three clean 
climbs. Hogcliff 2 was up and down a 
steep bank 3 times. If you made it round 
the first corner the rest was not too 
difficult. 
 
Next was the Combe complex, but this 
time it was enter further down the road 
with new hills to the other side of the 
valley. Chalkcliff and Combe Link 
provided a surprising amount of grip. After 
which we met up with the class 0 cars, 
tackling the old Combe Barn section, on 
the way to Mike’s Mess. Well if you got 
passed the 6 marker you could go out of 
the top, just 7 did. You could say the rest 
made a mess of it! 
 
The it was 8 miles to Nick’s Pitts. The two 
sections here are tight turns up and own, 
with more grip than usual. There were 
good cleans here in all classes. Section 9, 
Chilcombe, was a stopper. It went across 
a wet field to an adverse camber starting 
at about the 8 marker!  Most finished at 
about the 6 or 5 marker, falling off the 
camber facing the wrong way! Just Mike 
Chatwin made it to a 1, but he was the 
first car! Special test 2 led to Boarsbarrow 
and Nick Farmer did a fantastic time of 
16.6, with 20.8 being the best of the rest! 
Of course this helped Nick to total FTD. 
The hill gave just four clears, one of note 
was Bill and Liz Bennett. 
 
Knowle Lane was its usual self, up the 
lane, through the gateway, hard right onto 
the grass with most making it jsu to a 3. 
The old Meerhay Hill was as rough as 
ever, catching out quite a few at the 6.  
 
Next it was off to a new section, 
Beaminster Bottom. This had a level start, 
down into dip and then up to a really steep 
wet and muddy climb. As soon as you ran 
out of forward motion you were off down 
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backwards faster than you went up. Nick 
Farmer had the only clean here.  
 
Next was Butt’s Lane. Try to avoid the 
BIG hole – you couldn’t, but at least those 
that did it last year were looking out for it. 
For the last section it was back to Mike’s 
Mess 2 and it was a mess too. Same 
cramped gateway start and then off to the 
left of the previous hill, again on grass. 
The marshal said, ‘If you get round the 
corner you’ll clean it.’ We didn’t and only 7 
did. Then all that was left was to get back 
to the kart circuit and sign off. 
 
First overall was Mike Chatwin, with Nick 
Farmer second. This left Brial Partridge to 
take class 8. The other winners were 
class 1 Nick Cleal, class 2—yes you’ve 
guessed it—Bill Bennet, Class 4—can’t 

remember his name, but some chap in a 
Beetle!. Class 5 Keith Sanders, class 6, 
Brian Andrew, class 7, well it had to be 
Dudley Sterry  and he finished 3rd overall.  
Class 0—1st was Phillip Hyde, Liege and  
2nd  was John Tite, Jago 1600. 
 
Bikes. 1st overall was Geoff Walker, Gas 
Gas, with a clean sheet and 2nd overall 
was Gary O’shaughnessy, Beta RR250, 
who was also clean.. Call B was won by 
Alan March, Honda CRF 230 (also 
clean!). Class D was won by Steve Urell 
and Julie Williams , Aprilla Wasp 600. 
 
There were 14 novice drivers on this 
event, which was good to see. It was 
another good day’s trialling. Thanks to all 
involved. 
 

Southern Counties Hardy 
Classic trial, 15th November 
2015 
Stuart Briggs, Yamaha Serow, 
competitor no.1, still learning, 
still trying…… 
 

I ’ve ridden motorbikes for over 30 
years mostly as a commuter but also 
some long distance touring through 
France and my favourite biking 

playgrounds of the Alps and Pyrenees. 
After moving house late in 2011 I 
suddenly found myself with my first 
garage and big enough to accommodate 
a 2nd bike alongside my Transalp! I 
decided to investigate the somewhat 
shadowy world (to me) of off-road biking 
and soon came across websites drawing 
me into trials. After some lengthy and 
helpful communications with the ACTC 
and MCC I joined the latter and soon 
purchased a 21 year-old Yamaha Serow.  
 
 
 

I was first encouraged to enter the Hardy 
trial by Keith, a riding companion from the 
MCC, back in 2012. Having previously 
only competed in one MCC event 
(Edinburgh 2012 a month earlier) I duly 
entered and found it great fun and very 
challenging. I’m not especially competitive 
and mostly just enjoy trail riding and 
having fun. I particularly like the compact 
nature of this type of event compared to 
the much longer MCC trials as you get a 
lot of sections in such a short event. I 
have entered ever since (in 2014 I was a 
non-starter due to van failure outside my 
house!) and it remains the only one-day 
trial outside of the MCC events I’ve 
tackled to date. I hope that will change in 
the future. 
 
The Hardy Trial takes place around the 
lovely county of Dorset which 
unfortunately couldn’t be fully appreciated 
due to the somewhat dank and blustery 
weather. Fortunately, on the day, the 
conditions were a little kinder and 
nowhere near as bad as the previous few 
weeks which had been very wet and 
windy throughout the entire country. 
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Given this I was expecting some 
challenging conditions with soggy and 
washed out terrain.  
 
Being at the front meant that I wasn’t able 
to see what many of the other competitors 
got up to. I generally rode with, chatted to 
and watched the exploits of a trio from 
Barnstaple, namely Chris, Mick and 
Kathryn, all of whom were a great deal 
more skilful and capable than me! I’ve 
seen Kathryn before on MCC events, but 
Chris and Mick seem to compete mostly in 
the ACTC trials. 
 
Most of the sections are on private land in 
a number of locations, the remainder 
being by-ways and rights of way. It’s the 
latter that I am better at as I do a lot of trial 
riding /green lanes and they didn’t present 
too many issues. Telegraph hill, Knowle 
lane, Meerhay and Butt’s lane all cleaned. 
I failed more on the trickier gnarly and 
technical sections such as Hogcliff 1, 
Mike’s mess and Nick’s Pits 2.  
 
Other notable faliures were the benign 
looking Chilcombe (a mere soggy field for 
goodness sake!) and the ludicrously steep 
Beaminster Bottom (a muddy hole 
followed by a near vertical muddy climb). I 
was quite amazed to see ALL my riding 
buddies clean Beaminster Bottom with 
relative ease. Somewhat encouragingly 
though, most of the sections I had 
difficulty with caught plenty of others too. I 
cleaned 8 out of 15 and accumulated a 
total of 35 penalty points.  
 
It is evident that the members of both the 
organising clubs (Woolbridge and 
Bridport) are extremely enthusiastic and 
passionate about trialling. Equally, the 
landowners are evidently proud to be 
involved and seem to delight in seeing 
their land churned up! I understand they 
cater for 4x4’s and some of the sections 
seemed to have been devised by drivers 
of such vehicles. 
 

The trial is organised extremely well, run 
efficiently and there are plenty of marshals 
on most sections. The start at the clay 
pigeon and karting complex, half way 
between Yeovil and Dorchester, is well 
equipped and expertly managed. Signing 
on and scrutineering are quick and 
everyone has a friendly demeanour. A 
burger van provided the usual selection of 
bacon butties and the like but this year the 
hotel wasn’t used for the signing off and 
consequently, no carvery which was 
slightly disappointing for the hungry, cold 
and tired at the finish. 
 
There were only a couple of blips from my 
point of view: arriving at the first section 
within 10 minutes (the route book said 25) 
and then waiting for the section to open 
which led to a build-up of competitors; and 
arriving at Butts lane (penultimate section) 
to be delayed for 20 minutes as no-one 
could determine whether the course 
opener had been through or not! 
Otherwise, as competitor no.1, I found 
that the whole trial ran very smoothly and 
on time and the route was easy to follow 
and accurate in all respects. 
 
Thanks to Rodney & Hayley Thorn and 
everyone else who put in a lot of effort to 
make the event such a success.  
 
Every trial I imagine I will show significant 
improvements and put everything I’ve 
learned into practice and maybe even win 
an award. Then the first mistakes and 
failures creep in and I realise I’ve still got 
some way to go. But I’ll be back next year 
to try again and mostly just for the fun of 
it. 
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The Allen Trial 2015 - A view 
from the back 
by Bob Northover 
 

I  competed in class 5 of the MCC trials 
for many years in my Morgan +4 but 
the cost of replacing rear axles 
eventually forced me to think of 

alternative trial mounts. The answer 
seemed to lie with low powered cars that 
would not necessarily be competitive but 
provide a challenge even on easier hills. I 
trialled a standard 2CV for a few years in 
MCC class 0, and more recently have 
driven a 1929 Austin 7 Chummy in VSCC 
events. 
 
The Chummy is slightly warmed up, but 
still runs on an updraught carburettor (the 
significance of which will become clear 
later) and so has only a handful of 
horsepower. Most ACTC events seem out 
of its league but a couple of outings in 
class 0 on the Clee Hills have provided 
some excellent fun and one broken 
halfshaft! Despite living in Bath and 
always intending to compete in the Allen, I 
had never got round to it until this year - 
the introduction of the clubman entry 
being the deciding factor. 
 
In a low powered car the perfect days 
trialling does not rely on winning anything 
but involves getting up the first hill, not 
suffering the indignity of failing to get off a 
start line, and having a good thrash up a 
long section and just clearing it. On that 
count the Allen Trial ticked all the boxes - 
just. 
 
It started and finished well at the Bull at 
Hinton - good breakfast to start and good 
beer after the finish. Plus a landlady who 
could produce a roll of gaffer tape from 
behind the bar to stick our numbers on. A 
decision was made to keep the Chummy’s 
hood up for the day and not to mess 
around with tyre pressures, to ensure that 
my bouncer, Phil, and I kept warm, dry 

and moderately comfortable. And off we 
set in company with Murray Montgomery-
Smith in his Marlin. 
 
The first section - Tog Hill - met the first 
criterion for the perfect day. We swept up 
to the top and found time to wave to the 
photographers at the top. I knew Bitton 
Lane would be more tricky but being in 
class 2 we were spared a restart and just 
managed to maintain momentum through 
the restart area to clear another hill. The 
day was getting better and better. 
 
I did not have high expectations for Big 
Uplands given that it has been a bit of a 
beast in recent years, and we tiptoed 
around the puddles on the approach (to 
avoid sucking water into the carb) with a 
feeling of foreboding for what was to 
come. The cheery marshal assured us 
that it was different this year and we 
would be fine, but that seemed unlikely. 
But revving furiously we made dignified 
progress up the entire hill. Three sections 
attempted and all clear - heady stuff. 
 
The tree roots at Guys Hill brought us to a 
wheel-spinning halt with a score of 8 so 
that brought us back down to earth. The 
absence of a restart was no advantage as 
we didn’t get anywhere near that. Then to 
Travers - another lovely traditional section 
- where again we had no restart, and got 
away well to sail through the restart area. I 
kept to the right, but having since looked 
at photos of successful climbs, we should 
have been much closer to the edge. The 
dragon’s teeth on the upper part brought 
us to an abrupt halt and we were towed 
out. 
 
And so to Ubley Wood where we really did 
very badly. We just managed to avoid the 
indignity of failing to get off each startline 
but barely made a car’s length on UW1 or 
UW2. I have to admit to be very bad at 
super slippy mud sections, whatever car 
I’m driving. I always intend to trickle off 
and feed in the power gently - but almost 
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2015 Hardy Trial 
photos  

by Geoff Pickett 
 
 
 

Mike Chatwin & Dean 
Partington, DP Wasp, 

1st overall 

 
 
 

Sticker Martin &  
Amanda Blay,  

Ford Escort 

 
 
 
 
Phil Potter & Mark Dillon, 
Dellow Mk2 
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always spin immediately to a halt. Having 
failed UW1 it took the combined forces of 
a Land Rover pulling an ex-RAF forward 
control device in turn pulling the Chummy 
to get us up the escape route, or rather 
through the bracken. Having carefully 
read the instructions for Special Test 1 we 
failed to get as far as line B so limped out 
of Ubley Wood rather chastened. 
 
We had just a quick plate of chips at 
Chew Lake so that we could catch up with 
Murray again. Fortified by that we fared 
rather better at Special Test 2 by 
completing it successfully if rather slowly. 
On up to Burledge where we might have 
got off the restart if I had not selected 
neutral rather 
than first. We 
rocketed 
backward 
while I stirred 
around and 
found first and 
get underway 
again. 
Definitely 
driver error. 
But still an 
enjoyable 
drive up 
another 
excellent 
traditional hill. 
 
The Fry’s 
Bottom hills 
were rather 
like VSCC hills 
and were quite entertaining though we 
racked up our score a bit more on each of 
them. It’s a pity that Little Uplands was 
scrubbed as, being a fairly early number, 
we reached it and cleared it before the 
danger of the rotten overhanging tree was 
appreciated.  
 
By now the light was starting to fail as we 
made our way to the final hill, John 
Walker. This presents several serious 

challenges to the Chummy. First the ford: 
the intake into our updraft carburettor is 
only about a foot off the ground, so 
creeping though risked sucking up water. 
Secondly the ruts: nicely spaced for a 4X4 
they are far too widely spaced for the 
track of an Austin 7, so you have to run in 
one rut and on the central mud strip. The 
decision was to go through the ford with 
enough speed to create a bow wave, then 
keep in the LH rut. It did not start well as 
we got through the ford but misfiring from 
wet electrics which did not clear until the 
cross track halfway up. Happily at that 
point the car came back on full song and 
the LH rut decision proved correct. At 
times we slowed to glacial speed as the 

engine revved to valve bounce but we 
kept moving - just - and edged our way up 
and out of the section. The third criterion 
for a perfect trial had been met. 
 
The provisional results showed us 
avoiding last place, but by the time they 
were finalised we 66th and last. Never 
mind; we had had a very good day - and a 
perfect trial. Thanks to Pete, Carlie and 
the rest of the team. 

At the start alongside Murray Montgomery-Smith 
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Report on the Allen trial 29th of 
November 2015, by Melanie 
Oliver, passenger/navigator for 
Stewart Green, class 6 

T his is the first time we have done 
this trial so we were both looking 
forward to getting going, The trial 
started at the Bull Inn in Hinton 

for signing on, scrutineering etc it was a 
busy place with a huge variety of 
competition cars lining the car parks but 
very well organised. 

And were off .... It’s a wet & windy start as 
we head off to section 1, TOG HILL. We 
arrived at the section after a short detour 
as we missed the turning on the 1st 
attempt! a rather rough and slippery track 
soon greeted us but we made it to the top! 
Nice steady start the trial, and then a 
lovely drive around the countryside to the 
next section. 

Section 2, BITTON LANE. 
We started well on this one but got caught 
out on the rather slippery stones on the 
restart ....back to the bottom! With the 
help of the lovely marshals, and onwards 
to the next section. 

Section 3, BIG UPLANDS. 
Well, after another lovely drive we arrived 
at this section to be greeted by some 
massive puddles which we had to wade 
through to get to the start, this was 
another slippery one with a massive gully 
running all the way up the left hand side, 
you don’t want to be going into there! we 
must have hit something rather hard and 
fast on this section as on the way to the 
next one we got a puncture and had to 
stop on the main road, and yes just at that 
moment the heavens opened! we got 
soaked! And yes as soon as we finished 
changing the wheel the rain stopped. 

 

Section 4, GUY’S HILL 
Bit of a queue for this section, after the 
wait it was our go, not looking good as 
lots of fails on the re-start. Off we go, very 
slippery and bumpy, but we make it to the 
re-start, marshal drops the flag to restart, 
but we are not going anywhere, loads of 
smoke and spinning wheels! We fail at the 
restart, like over half the class 6 cars on 
this section. The drive to next section was 
outstanding with fantastic views across 
the lakes. 
 
Section 5, TRAVERS 
Things looking better here, as we got off 
the restart. But at a price, as knocked a 
rear tyre off the rim, but managed to keep 
it going until the top of section. Yep, time 
to fix the flat, and sure enough raining 
again just at that moment. Thank 
goodness we have a car with a lovely 
heater to dry things out. 
 
Now off to the famous Ubley Wood 
sections. 
 
Section 6, UBLEY 1 
Well fixing the flat on the last section did 
not work, as just as we were about to 
descend the slippery slope to Ubley 1, the 
tyre is flat again. Major problems 
changing the rear wheel, as it is so 
slippery you can hardly stand-up. But 
after a short time the rear is changed. 
Stewart is about to get back into the car, 
when he loses his footing and falls flat 
into the mud. As he gets up to tell me it’s 
so slippery, he falls again, only this time 
he manages to grab the driver’s door 
window, and all l can see is a massive 
muddy hand slide down the window as he 
hits the mud again!!!  (Funny!!!) Finally got 
down to the start, and it’s a case of full 
revs, mud flying everywhere and 
somehow we clean this tricky section. 
 
Section 7, UBLEY 2 
Very tricky to get to the start as everything 
is muddy at Ubley today. Got to the start 
and again its loads of revs to get as far as 
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we can, managed to get to the 4 marker, 
which Stewart is happy with. Now the 
difficult bit is how to get out of this section, 
marshals say ‘head for the heather over 
that side, and just keep it moving!!’  
 
Special test at UBLEY 
Up the slope, stop, forward passed 
marker, reverse back behind marker, then 
forward and stop astride marker. Done 
this ok. But on leaving this section we see 
a VW Beetle stuck on massive ruts, and 
wonder what all the fuss is about, next 
thing BANG! We are also stuck!!!, didn’t 
see that coming! Teamwork, that’s the 
answer, we help push the Beetle out, and 
they return the favour to us, don’t know 
what all the fuss was about. (Stewart was 
a bit embarrassed about getting stuck 
outside of a section!) 
 
Lunch stop, but only a quick one for us, as 
we are running behind time due to 
punctures, and getting stuck. 
 
Special test 2, TUBBYS TORMENT 
19.5 seconds 
 
Section 8, BURLEDGE 
Another section with a re-start, but nice 
section, not too steep, and we clear to top 
ok. As do most competitors on this 
section. Now off to Fry’s Bottom. 
 
Section 9, FRY’S BOTTOM 1 
Just a short section, this is the first of 3 
sections in Fry’s Bottom. Quick blast from 
the start to see how far up the slippery 
slope we can get. Got a 3 which is about 
the best we could hope for. Reverse back 
down and head for next section. 
 
Section 10, FRY’S BOTTOM 2 
Join a big queue for this section, major 
problems here with congestion as there is 
only one way in and out. Not too much of 
a problem, as it gives everybody time to 
catch up for a chat as they wait. About 45 
mins later it’s our go, as cars go up and 
back in batches of about 8 cars at a time. 
Good section up into the woods, got to the 
restart, and this time managed to get off 

the restart only to soon get stopped by 
some nasty tree roots covered in the 
slippery stuff, more mud!! Small wait for 
others in batch, then we all head down 
and out of the section passed many 
competitors still waiting for their turn. 
Good section, but hopefully next year they 
might be able to find another way out to 
avoid big delays here. 
 
Section 11, FRY’S BOTTOM 3 
Back to Fry’s Bottom 3, which we passed 
on the way in. Very rutted muddy track 
that runs parallel to the road. Off we go 
from the start, luckily we have loads of 
clearance under the MR2 these days, as 
these ruts are DEEP. Up to the restart, 
marshal drops the flag and away we go to 
the end of section, a very pleased Stewart 
as he thought we might get stuck here. 
Surprisingly not many competitors 
dropped scores here. 
 
Section 12, LITTLE UPLANDS 
This section was cancelled due to tree 
problems, so it’s another drive up Big 
Uplands at our leisure, funny never seems 
so hard when there are no markers etc. 
 
Section 13, JOHN WALKER 
Nice drive to this section as the light is 
fading. Got to start of section and tyre 
pressures apply, so marshal checks 
pressures and off we go. Very long 
section, with deep ruts, but after what 
seemed like 3 miles we got out of the top 
of this section for another clear. 
 
Short drive back to The Bull Inn, sign off, 
say goodbye and head for home back in 
Dorset. 
 
A few days later and the results come 
through, dropped 24 points and finished 
7th in class out of 11. Oh those bloody 
Beetles, we are never going to beat 
them!!! 
 
Many thanks to the organisers, marshals 
etc. An enjoyable trial, we will be back, but 
may be with something different next time. 



37 

Camel Classic 2015 – Ross 
Cookman – Class 5 – MX5 
 

W hen Ian Cundy emailed the 
finals and entry list, my 
immediate thought was that 
the departure of Hans had 

left lesser mortals to organise the best 
trial in the calendar. I was given a start 
time of 1117hrs, which I believed would 
have seen me going into the dark for at 
least 2 sections and return back to camp 
in the wee hours of Monday morning. 
Even Andrew Rippon said he was not 
relishing the thought of reversing back 
down Clinnick in the dark…seems he’s a 
realist as much as I.  Such negative 
assumptions were unnecessary, though, 
as the execution of the event was nothing 
short of amazing.  
 
The start and finish were held, as always, 
at the Borough Arms where I met Dad at 
about 1040hrs. Ken and Liam were just 
leaving the car park for their start and had 
pointed us in the direction of 
scrutineering.  This we sailed through, the 
advantage of modern machinery, I 
suppose. (It used to be touch and go in 
the Baja.) It was then into the pub for sign
-on and a short wait before we joined the 
small queue for the start line. This was 
being manned by Roger and Jemma who 
probably saw 4 seasons, for the amount 
of time they were there. Cars were being 
released at 3-minute intervals and there 
were over 70 entries (inc bikes.) We were 
released on our start time and headed for 
the first set of sections in Heligan and 
Shellwood. 
 
Heligan 1 –  
The 3 minute gaps were already proving 
advantageous, as there were only a 
couple of cars in front when we arrived, 
so very little time was spent queuing. I 
watched Keith Sanders make light work of 
the short climb and was advised to get a 
lot of speed off the line, as it would make 

it easier for the steeper finish. I did just 
that and was lucky to have passed the 1 
as the speed did decrease quite rapidly.  
Reversed back to the start and headed 
along the track to; 
 
Heligan 2 – 
Again, I watched Keith make his attempt 
and quickly realized that the very short, 
steep track was going to test the tyres 
somewhere around the middle of the hill. 
As it turned out, I was right and scored a 
6. Simon Hamer seemed to find a little 
extra grip and took class 5 honours at the 
5. It was then over to the other side of the 
river for an attempt at; 
 
Shellwood – 
Probably the most watched hill on 
YouTube, that knows how to draw a 
crowd. The queue had gotten a little 
longer by now but it is a long hill that 
requires more than 3 minutes up and 
down (if you get to the last bit.) This hill 
can be broken down into 3 stages; 1, off 
the line into the dip and up to the first 
crest, flat(ter) part for a run up (possibly 
into 2nd gear) and then up the wall at the 
end. I got of the line well but was pretty 
disappointed to have run out of grip next 
to Roger Hancock at the 9. Oh well, back 
to the start; pump up the tyres, ready to 
move on. Turns out the tyres didn’t need 
pumping up as they already had 35 psi in 
them.  Seems I forgot to let them down…
I’m sure you’ve all done it at some point in 
the past! 
 
The next set of sections took us down into 
the Glynn Valley and into Penkestle 
before heading back out toward the A38. 
 
Penkestle 1 –  
Trying to see the sting in the tail from the 
start line was not possible, so we could 
only listen to others making their attempt. 
From the start line there was an easy 
climb up a hard track to an open square 
left into, what looks like, a re-entrant. As it 
became apparent the speed was not 
there, the left was taken tentatively and 
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momentum was sought on the steep bit. 
The problem there was the amount of 
mud on the surface did not allow me to 
get going, so stopped at the 7. Turns out, 
the class were there or there abouts, I 
guess we all took the same approach. 
Along the track was the queue for; 
 
Penkestle 2 – 
The track was part way up the section, 
which meant we had to wait for the 
marshals’ instruction to drive down the 
section, turn around before attempting it. 
My only photo from the trial was taken 
here as it shows what can happen if the 
right bend is approached with either too 
much speed or off line. Perfectly 
demonstrated by Keith in his Scimitar. 
With that picture in mind, I did not go as 
quickly as I should have and settled for a 
7, some may say ‘wimped out.’ I would 
agree. I reversed to the bottom and 
headed the short distance toward; 
 
Clinnick –  
On par with Park Impossible, this is beaut 
of a hill and one that I really look forward 
to. In my short time as a trials driver I 
have not seen the summit...yet. Although, 
as a bouncer for Dad I have been there on 
more than a few occasions (he assures 
me!) The start was pretty good, with a 
nice bit speed up to the first bend. The 
rock was quite wet though, upon which I 
was losing purchase pretty rapidly. Of 
course, as my right foot got heavier the 
speed disappeared. Just past the second 
right stood Graham Carlyon who seemed 
to know exactly where I was going to stop, 
not far past the 9 for an 8. I still enjoyed 
the climb but am already looking forward 
to next year’s attempt. 
 
Polmorla –  
This is an exceptionally slippery track, 
behind some buildings, that is quite 
narrow and has no room to pick your own 
line so it’s a press and go kinda hill. As 
the queue was on the road, there was a 
view from the start line around the bend, 
nearly up to the class 8 deviation (the rest 

of us were to go straight on.) I watched as 
Karl take Hans’ old Beetle around the 
corner and settle on the step on the right. 
My climb was very similar, the only real 
difference being the sweet sound of a flat 
4 sound coming out the tail pipe.  
 
It was only a couple of miles down the 
road to the last set of sections, where the 
final 7 were in close proximity of each 
other. 
 
Pheasant Pluckers Son –  
This one started from the below the 
bottom track in the deep mud. The first 
objective was to get off the start line 
before going over the rise, crossing the 
track, then heading up the second climb 
and turning the slippy square left for the 
finish. The results show that we did what 
most others did, that is not make the final 
turn and accept a 3, instead of 
rearranging the front of the car or the 
stone wall. 
 
Pheasant Plucker –  
Pulled up in time to see a demonstration 
by Tim Naylor in the BMW. This section is 
quite modest in gradient but had a 
chicane placed part way up to scrub off 
speed for the short but wide climb before 
the last turn left which was very short and 
slippy. It was effective in its’ design for 
everything except the Scimitars being the 
only ones to go clear.  The rest of the 
class settled for 1-3. As there was room to 
turn the car at the top, it was nice to drive 
down the section and along the track to; 
 
Pump House Climb –  
Another entertaining hill and one that is 
fun to drive. It requires a fair bit of bit of 
speed from the off, trying not to get too 
much air on the left and continuing with 
the speed for the steeper part toward the 
finish. There was not much of a queue but 
those that saw John Cox pilot his Porsche 
up to the 4 were entertained indeed. I was 
sure he was looking for another route 
along the top of the wall on the right. My 
main concern was the suspension on the 
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MX5 would rebound a bit too much on the 
left, so I tried to keep it in the tracks and 
was happy enough to accept a 5.   
 
Jab and Left Hook –  
A gentle climb for about 100m with a steep 
left deviation of only a few metres long. I 
had no recollection of climbing this hill 
before. If I had then I would have gone a 
bit quicker to make the left turn easier. As 
it was I stopped just after the 2 and had to 
take ‘the long way round’ to get back on 
track toward; 
 
Hustyn –  
My earliest memories of trialling consists 
of 2 hills; Wooston Steep and Hustyn… 
although I wonder if I am thinking of the 
tarmaced hill…it was over 30 years ago 
and I was very young! Anyway, here was 
Roger Hancock again and the last couple 
of times I’ve seen him on a hill (Laneskin 
on the LET and Shellwood), performance 
has been lacking. I was determined not to 
think of him as a jinx, so was set for a 
steady run up the short section. As it 
turned out my right foot got too heavy 
before the steep bit and I span on the spot 
for a 7. So I returned to the foot of the hill 
made my excuses to Roger and headed 
to; 
 
Bishops –  
A Lands End section that was modified for 
this trial, for better or worse, you decide. 
Personally I would have liked the restart to 
have been placed on or just before the 
wall. As it was we travelled the first part of 
the LET section and started just before the 
rise to the track. The restart was placed 10 
metres from the start on the right bend. I 
watched Francis Thomas pull away with 
minimal wheelspin and showed the rest of 
us how it should be done. I emulated and 
walked the rest of the section, which went 
to the left and not over the wall…shame. 
We travelled the track and came to a 
steep rise which in the instructions read 
‘caution 2-way traffic’ but couldn’t be seen 
until at the summit. Directly left for the last 
section. 

Actress –  
This posed very little problems for most of 
the field with lots of clears shown in the 
results. Previously in class 7, I had to stop 
on the right bend just before the incline 
but, this time, in class 5 it was a straight 
run through, meaning I was able to back 
off on the slippery bit at the top to find 
purchase. Actually it was Dad who told me 
to back off, I just wanted to hear the MX5 
sing one last time. His advice was sound, 
as we saw the summit and joined the 
queue for pump up. On seeing Simon 
Hamer at the top he explained that his 
right foot was a little over zealous at from 
the start and that he nearly connected with 
a tree. This forced him to stop and take 4 
points meaning Tim Naylor could take 2nd 
class.  
 
After tyre inflation there was a convoy of 
cars that headed back to the Borough 
Arms for sign off. The drive back in this 
convoy was as pleasant an experience as, 
the trial itself. All of us having had a 
magnificient day out and finishing in 
daylight was just the cherry on the cake.  
 
My drive back to camp in the MX5 was 
just over 200 miles and as I was making 
the journey, I was thinking about how 
times have moved on and that most 
people nowadays have trailers. My 
average speed is some where around 60 
mph but the car is quite suited to the road. 
I remember Dad telling me that in the 
70s/80s Tommy Kalber would travel to 
Derbyshire at an average speed of 30 
mph, do the trial and come home again. I 
wondered how many others still travel 
distances in their trials cars, do the trial 
and go home again. No so many I expect.  
 
I thoroughly commend Pete Allen, Ian 
Cundy and the organisers from Camel 
Vale for a truly incredible trial. You have 
continued to show why CVMC is such a 
highly regarded motor club and the Camel 
Classic a magnificent trial. It’s just a 
shame we have to wait 12 months until 
having another go at Clinnick… 
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The 2015 Camel Classic Trial 
by Andrew Brown 
 

P rologue 
The Camel Classic has always 
had a bit of a reputation as an 
extreme event - a trial at the far 

western limits of the known world, organ-
ised by the “take no prisoners” Cornish 
men of Camel Vale Motor Club, biased 
towards class 8, with “cricket score” points 
lost, and running in early December when 
the weather is likely to be foul. I’d always 
felt that I should have entered in the past, 
but being a softy from the Cotswolds, with 
a class 7 car, is it any wonder that I’d nev-
er actually made the long trip west? So, 
when Ian Davis rang to say that his regu-
lar passenger was “hors combat” for the 
Camel and “would I like a ride?”, I leapt at 
the chance to accompany him in his class 
8 buggy. 
 
But I’m so long out of active participation 
as a driver or a passenger that I naively 
assumed Jonathan Toulmin was just call-
ing for a chat when he telephoned in the 
week before the event. The more experi-
enced know, of course, that a call from 
Jonathan at this time can only mean one 
thing … so here is my report on the Camel 
Classic. 
 
The Trial 
Well, let’s get the weather out of the way 
first. It dawned very dull, and a bit misty, 
then just got duller and mistier until the 
Cornish Mizzle started around midday and 
got steadily worse all afternoon. I sup-
pose, on reflection, that we were very wet, 
rather than soaked-through, at the end of 
the event, but it was not a very pleasant 
day to be out-and-about in an open car. 
 
Talk in the car park at the start was mainly 
about the unprecedented number of highly
-competitive class 8 cars coming onto the 
market at the same time. Carl Talbot had 
advertised his Trialsmaster (not at the 

event) just the week before; Ade Marfell 
turned-up to compete in Tony Young’s VW 
Special (with all its US West Coast trick 
bits) with a “For Sale” sign on it; Dean 
Partington was still intending to sell the 
Wasp when he’d sorted-out the new 
Eskape; and Nick Farmer was considering 
the sale of his championship-winning Fugi-
tive. That’s a lot of high class machinery to 
choose from for those with deep (by clas-
sic trials standards) pockets. 
 
One unusual, if not unique, characteristic 
of the Camel Classic is that competitors 
set off at three minute (yes, THREE mi-
nute) intervals with a 20-minute gap be-
tween classes 7-8 and classes 1-6. The 
first competitor set off at 8.00am, the last 
(No.70) set off at 11.44! I must say that 
this worked really well for us. We were off 
at 9.24, had absolutely no delays all day, 
finished, signed-off, returned to our B&B, 
loaded the car, and were on our way 
home before 3.30. But I hate to think what 
time number 70 finished even if they did 
have time for a lie-in, a leisurely breakfast, 
and an early lunch, before setting-off. 
 
Camel Vale had provided us with 14 well-
known sections in a tight figure-of-eight 
circuit centred on the Borough Arms at 
Dunmere, although these were to be run 
in a different order from recent years. We 
started by heading north east to the de-
lights of Helligan Woods, then south to the 
Penkestle sections and the wonderful 
Clinnick, before completing the eastern 
loop as we re-passed the start on the road 
from Bodmin towards Wadebridge. The 
second half took us north west to Polmor-
la, near Wadebridge, then back into Hus-
tyn and Bishop’s Woods, and finally back 
to the Borough Arms. 
 
For those who’ve never done the Camel 
Classic, all you really need to know is that 
most of the sections are very steep, very 
muddy, forestry tracks and the only real 
variation is that some are a bit twistier 
than others, and some are VERY steep 
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indeed. I suggest that anyone who thinks 
that Jenny Wind on the Clee, or Point-And
-Press on the Kyrle, are steep should visit 
Pump House Climb on the Camel to see 
what straight-and-steep really means. The 
only real variations on the forestry track 
theme are Clinnick, which is in forestry 
(and is steep) but is rocky, and Polmorla, 
which starts in a farmyard and winds (for 
classes 7 and 8) its way up a farm track. 
 
Simon Woodall had always told me that 
one of the great pleasures of competing in 
the Camel was that, even when running in 
class order, the scores were so high that 
you had no idea how you were doing rela-
tive to others in your class, and he wasn’t 
wrong. There were sixteen entrants in 
class 8, and their scores ranged from 18 
to 36 after just four sections.  
 
But after that it did calm-down a bit and 
the eventual points spread in class 8, 
across all fourteen sections, was 25 to 63. 
For class 7, who did essentially the same 
trial (just two fewer restarts than class 8), 
the spread was 43 to 91. The organisers 
reset the hills after classes 7 and 8, to 
make things a little easier for classes 1 to 
6, so it’s not possible to make a direct 
comparison between the scores for all the 
classes. 
 
Epilogue 
The results revealed, as expected, that 
we’d traded-points here-and-there with 
the front runners in class 8 through most 
of the trial, although a misjudgement on 
the Pheasant Plucker restart had cost us 
6 valuable points and dropped us from 4th 
to 6th in class. At least, as Ian mused af-
terwards, it shows that the car is still com-
petitive even if the driver’s judgement was 
a bit rusty. 
 
In Jonathan’s “briefing” for report writers 
he asks that we include as much infor-
mation about other competitors as possi-
ble. Jonathan has, clearly, not done the 
Camel Classic for a long time. Running in 

the middle of class 8, and with three mi-
nute intervals between competitors, we 
didn’t see any of the other classes all day, 
and the only time that a decent number of 
class 8s were assembled in one place at 
one time was in the farmyard at the foot of 
Polmorla. 
 
With Nick Farmer at the end of an excep-
tional year, and Simon Groves having 
finally got the Troll sorted-out (and with 
Arnie alongside of course), it was hardly 
surprising that these two drivers came out 
on top of the class. Although how, with 
both of them on 25 points and no timed 
tests, Simon can be judged the winner 
over Nick, is something known only to the 
folks at Camel Vale. Mike Chatwin was 
just one point off the pace at 26, and Adri-
an Marfell (with Barty in the passenger 
seat) got the hang of driving the VW Spe-
cial after a shaky start and claimed 4th 
with 28 points including the only class 8 
clean of Pump House Climb.  
 
I believe that the VW Special was sold not 
long after the Camel and I, for one, look 
forward to seeing it on the hills again in 
2016, although Ade did say, rather crypti-
cally, that “it takes a bit of learning to 
drive”. 
 
So, overall, did the Camel live up to its 
reputation? Most definitely! Would I go 
back? Also, most definitely! Would I, per-
sonally, find it enjoyable in any class other 
than class 8? Hmmmm … no comment! 
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The 2016 Clee Hills  
Classic Trial 

 
 
The organising team are very pleased to announce that the Clee Hills 
Classic Trial is back on the ACTC trialling calendar for 2016, having taken a 
sabbatical last time owing to a championship calendar clash. 
 
We have taken the opportunity to respond to our post-event survey and to ring 
a few changes.  These begin with (pardon the pun) a new start and finish 
venue just north of Craven Arms, a welcoming and spacious inn that can 
accommodate the space needed for on-site scrutineering, and offer morning 
butties by the dozen, plus meals after you finish. 
 
The route is refreshed, featuring more tracks and less mud, yet still running 
the twin loop system that gets us all done in the mid-winter daylight.  There’s 
more common use of sections, meaning more sporting enjoyment for the 
marshals and a consistent flow of competitors. 
 
There will be a few more challenges for the expert drivers, but also new 
incentives to welcome the trialling novice to our wonderful motorsport. So for 
those of you who know of a prospective trialler, perhaps we can entice them 
out on a road based Classic Trial.  About 70 miles around Wenlock Edge and 
the delightful Long Mynd, some old lanes and some woodland, and relatively 
non-damaging in our Class 0 option for those without a comps license.   
 
Success can come from any class: 2014’s trial was won by James Shallcross 
(Class 1), while 2nd, 3rd and 4th overall were claimed by Classes 5, 4 and 2! 
 
The reputation for strong organisation and spectacular Shropshire scenery 
remain, so we look forward to your support: please consider putting Sunday 
24th January in your sporting diary, and we’ll keep you updated soon through 
the event website www.cleehillstrial.info and the pages of this magazine 
 
Finally, as always, if you’re unable to compete, please consider a day out 
marshalling instead – we do offer a prize draw! 
 
Adrian Tucker– Peake 
Clerk of the Course 
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Championship 
Chat 
 

T he end of another trialling season 
and with the dust settling and the 
mud no longer flying it is time to 
reveal the various award winners 

from both car and motorcycle classes. 
 
The Wheelspin Trophy was won by a 
healthy margin by Nick Farmer (Class 8 
with four outright event wins from the 
Autofarm Trophy winner, Keith 
Sanders, (Class 5) in the same position 
that he occupied last year. Mike Chatwin 
(Class 8) will receive the Stalwarts 
Trophy for his efforts in his Wasp in 
gaining third place. Fourth (the Dellow 
Trophy) was won by Andrew Rippon 
(Class 6) and fifth place and the 
Cloudsman’s Trophy went to Bill 
Bennett Class 2) 
 
This was the tightest of battles with both 
Andrew and Bill finishing on 45 points, but 
with the decision going in Andrew’s favour 
because of his one outright event win on 
the Camel Classic. 
 
The Crackington Cup was a much 
closer affair for the 2015 top spot with 
Duncan Stephens (Class 7) eventually 
triumphing, but only by 1.5 points from 
Aaron Haizelden (Class 5) who takes 
the Mottershead and Smith Cup. Sticker 
Martin (Class 3) took third spot and the 
Enthusiasts Cup but only by 0.7 marks 
from Dave Haizelden Class 1), who thus 
adds the the Mike Stephens Cup to his 
collection. Completing the honour board 
for the Crackington in fifth place, with the 
Pegasus Cup was Dudley Sterry Class 
7), who must surely take the prize for the 
person trialling the same car for the 
longest time – well over 50 years I 
believe. 

 
This year’s winner of the Woolbridge 
Trophy for the Navigators League was 
Lorraine Rippon, passengering 
husband Andrew, but only by 1.4 points 
from many-time winner, Liz Bennett. 
 
Third place, only 0.6 points fewer than 
Liz, and winner of the Olivers Cup went to 
Tom Godwin, navigator, passenger 
and bouncer to Aaron Haizelden. 
 
In the motorcycle categories, and the only 
person to defend their trophy 
successfully, was Steve Urell in the Red 
Rose Bowl for outfits. I always think 
that the passengers in the outfits probably 
work as hard as the rider/driver with no 
recognition for their efforts. So 
congratulation also to Julie Williams who 
occupied the chair for Steve for most of 
the year. 
 
The Pouncy League this year went to a 
Class A rider Andy Petherick who was 
well clear of last year’s champion and this 
year’s Templeton Cup winner, Phil 
Sanders. 
 
Third place, and the Andrews Trophy was 
won in 2015 by Mick Whitehouse. 
 
The Bude and District Challenge Cup 
this year went to Kathy Martin, the only 
entrant in any of the various ACTC 
disciplines who competed and won points 
in every single event for which they were 
eligible. Speaks volumes for the reliability 
of Humphrey the Honda! Fifth place, and 
the Muddy Fox Cup (what an appropriate 
name!) for 2015 went to Chris Lidstone. 
 
My congratulations to all of the award 
winners: commiserations to those who 
just missed out and a round of thanks to 
the majority who competed and had a lot 
of fun on the way. My thanks, also, to all 
the marshals and organisers without 
whom none of all this would happen 
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This definitely is my last Championship 
Chat, so my thanks to you all for a lot of 
help and company over the years and my 
very best wishes for a safe and 
successful 2016s trialling. 

 

Chris Phillips 
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*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 
 

PLEASE NOTE DATES ARE PROVISIONAL 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


