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*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 

 2015  Dates Event Organising Club
ACTC Cars 

Champ 2015
ACTC 
Invite 

Pouncy 
League 2015

Red Rose 
2015 

Sat 10 Jan Exeter MCC Round 1 No Round 1 Round 1
Sun 25 Jan Exmoor North Devon MC Round 2 Yes Round 2 Round 2
Sun 1 Feb Cotswold Clouds Stroud MC Round 3 Yes
Sun 8 Feb Launceston L&NCMC No
Sat 14 Feb Northern Fellside Round 4 Yes Round 3 Round 3
Sun 22 Feb Chairmans Holsworthy Yes Round 4 Round 4
Sat 28 Feb Derbyshire VSCC *
Sun 1 Mar March Hare Falcon MC Yes
Sun 1 Mar Camel Heights Camel Vale
Sat 7 March Ebworth Stroud MC Yes
Sat 14 Mar Herefordshire Trial VSCC
Sun 22 Mar Torbay Torbay MC Round 5 Yes Round 5 Round 5
Fri 3 April Land's End MCC Round 6 No Round 6 Round 6
Mon 6 Apr Presidents Camel Vale
Sat 11 Apr Scottish Trial VSCC *
Sun 12 Apr Kyrle Ross & District Round 7 Yes
Sun 19 Apr Bovey Down Windwhistle Yes
Sun 26 April ACTC Council Meeting
Sun 10 May Ilkley Trial Ilkley MC Round 8 Yes Round 7 Round 7
Sun 24 May Durham Dales Durham AC Yes
Sat 13 Jun ACTC Dinner
Sun 5 Jul Testing Trial (TBC) MCC
Sun 6 Sep ACTC AGM
Sat 12 Sept Yorkshire Trial VSCC
Sun 20 Sept Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Round 9 Yes Round 8 Round 8
Sun 27 Sept Tarka North Devon MC Yes Round 9 Round 9
Sat 3 Oct Edinburgh MCC Round 10 No Round 10 Round 10
Sat 10 Oct Welsh Trial VSCC *
Sun 11 Oct Welsh Trial VSCC *
Sun 11 Oct Exmoor Clouds Minehead Round 11 Yes Round 11 Round 11
Sun 18 Oct Mechanics Stroud MC Yes
Sun 25 Oct Tamar L&NCMC Round 12 Yes Round 12 Round 12
Sun 1 Nov Bodmin Camel Vale Yes
Sat 7 Nov Lakeland Trial VSCC *
Sun 15 Nov Hardy Woolbridge Round 13 Yes Round 13 Round 13
Sat 21 Nov Cotswold Trial VSCC *
Sun 29 Nov Allen BMC&LCC Round 14 Yes
Sun 29 Nov Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Round 14 Round 14
Sun 6 Dec Camel Classic Camel Vale Round 15 Yes

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

1 

 

 
ACTC Council Officers 

 
President:                             Simon Woodall  
Vice Presidents:                        Alan Foster 
                                            Martin Halliday 
                                                   John West 

                                            Robin Moore 
                                          Anne Templeton 
Chairman:                         Giles Greenslade 
Vice Chairman:                   Brian Partridge 
Treasurer:                           Barbara Selkirk 
Championship Secretary:       Chris Phillips 
Motorcycle Co-ordinator     Stephen Bailey 
Championship Monitor:      Dave Haizelden 
Rights of Way Officer:          Andrew Brown 
PR  Officer:                                  Ian Davis 
Secretary:                             Stuart Harrold 
01989 763403    stuartharrold@btinternet.com 

 
Advertising Rates 

 
Inside 
Half Page     1 Issue £12.50 
                     2 Issues £20.00 
                     3 Issues £32.50 
                     4 Issues £35.00 
Full Page      Double the above 
Inside Cover 
Half Page       4 Issues £55 
Full Page        4 Issues £100 
 
All rates payable in advance 
All income supports the publication of 
Restart. 
 
The opinions expressed by contributors 
and advertisers are not necessarily 
shared by the editor or the ACTC. 

 
RESTART Volume 25, Issue 4 January 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 
Giles’ Jottings    3 
Sect’s Spin     4 
Mechanics    9 
Tamar     11 
Hardy     14 
Allen      23 
Camel Classic   26 
Championship Chat    36 
Forthcoming Events   . 40 
 

 

FINAL COPY DATE 
FOR  

NEXT ISSUE : 
 

27th February 



2 

 

EDITORIAL 

Editor: Mrs Pat Toulmin 
Northbrook            Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands        Jonathan Toulmin 
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Snitterfield                                        jonathan@toulmin.info      
Stratford on Avon                    
CV37 0PP         
Tel:   01789 731332                    ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
pat@toulmin.info       
 
 
 
I hope you all had a great Christmas and I wish you a Happy New Year. 
 
Those of you who are observant will notice that this edition of Restart is shorter than 
usual, indeed only 40 pages. 
 
This is not an effort to save ACTC some pennies, but a lack of copy—and not just 
photographs this time. 
 
Jonathan did his usual efficient job of getting authors for the Tamar and Bodmin Trials. 
He ‘phones people, then emails them with the details if they agree to write—suggested 
word count ect. Just before Christmas we only had one repot on the Tamar and none on 
the Bodmin (out of a total of 7 promises) He emailed the remaining authors, but to no 
avail. 
 
No names, no pack drill, but it is your magazine and we need your help. I can’t make 
things up! 
 
I know Christmas and New Year is a busy time, but these two trials were earlier. 
 
Many thanks to those authors who did contribute. I am sure you will find their articles 
interesting. 
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Wheelspin Table 2014
Ex ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Best 9 Total

 Events 
Scored

Carl Talbot 10 8 10 7 3 10 2 10 10 70 70 9
Keith Sanders 9 8 5 8 4 9 8 6 57 57 8
Tris White 1 4 7 10 1 7 8 4 42 42 8
Dudley Sterry 3 5 7 5 8 5 33 33 6
David Golightly 3 4 5 8 6 3 29 29 6
Andrew Rippon 6 9 4 8 27 27 4
Stuart Bartlett 9 7 3 5 24 24 4
Ian Davis 5 5 5 9 24 24 4
Michael Chatwin 8 8 5 21 21 3
Nick Farmer 5 3 5 7 20 20 4
Dean Partington 3 6 6 5 20 20 4
Joshua Moss 2 7 2 9 20 20 4
Trevor Wood 5 1 2 8 3 19 19 5
Bill Bennett 5 2 10 17 17 3
James Shallcross 5 10 2 17 17 3
Ryan Tonkin 1 3 3 10 17 17 4
Adrian Marfell 9 7 16 16 2
Dick Bolt 5 5 5 15 15 3
Julian Lack 5 9 1 15 15 3
Charles Knifton 7 2 4 13 13 3
David Haizelden 5 7 12 12 2
Michael Leete 7 5 12 12 2
Matt Facey 1 3 . . 1 6 1 12 12 5
John Bell 6 5 11 11 2
Colin Burrow 3 3 5 11 11 3
Adrian Dommett 10 10 10 1
Caroline Ugalde 5 5 10 10 2
Duncan Welch 5 5 10 10 2
John White 10 10 10 1
Nick Cleal 9 9 9 1
Peter Hart 5 4 9 9 2
Michael Warnes 3 5 1 9 9 3
Aaron Haizelden 4 4 8 8 2
Peter Mountain 3 5 8 8 2
Alan Selwood 3 5 8 8 2
Duncan Stephens 8 8 8 1
Tony Young 3 5 8 8 2
Nick Deacon 3 4 7 7 2
Richard Houlgate 3 3 6 6 2
Nigel Moss 6 6 6 1
Richard Peck 5 1 6 6 2
Jonathan Toulmin 1 5 6 6 2
Mike Workman 6 6 6 1
Mal Allen 5 5 5 1
Dave Broom 5 5 5 1
Harry Butcher 5 5 5 1
Stuart Highwood 1 3 1 5 5 3
Peter Jones 5 5 5 1
Terry Mattin 5 5 5 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith 5 5 5 1
Mark Dillon 3 1 4 4 2
Brian Partridge 1 3 4 4 2
Neal Vile 3 1 4 4 2
Roger Goldthorpe 3 3 3 1
David Jackson 3 3 3 1
John Ludford 3 3 3 1
Rob Wells 3 3 3 1
John Wilton 3 3 3 1
Rob Haworth 1 1 2 2 2
Brian Alexander 1 1 1 1
Nigel Jones 1 1 1 1
Stephen Potter 1 1 1 1
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Crackington Table 2014
Ex ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Best 9 Total

Events 
Scored

Ryan Tonkin . . 10.3 9.9 . 9.4 10.4 . . 10.1 . 10.3 10.2 . 8.4 10.3 89.3 89.3 9
David Haizelden . . 9.2 9.5 . . 10.2 . . 8.5 . 8.3 9.5 8.4 9.3 9.5 82.4 82.4 9
Trevor Wood 5.0 8.0 7.5 3.0 . 7.9 8.0 1.0 9.9 10.2 3.0 9.2 8.8 8.6 9.0 9.5 81.2 108.6 15
Nick Deacon 3.0 9.0 9.8 7.9 . 7.8 8.4 . . 7.0 . 7.6 . 7.7 9.7 7.7 75.6 85.6 11
Matt Facey . . 10.2 10.9 . 9.6 R . . 8.5 . 10.1 R 10.2 . 10.6 70.1 70.1 7
James Shallcross 5.0 10.1 . . . 9.4 . . . 9.5 . 9.3 . 9.4 . 10.5 63.2 63.2 7
Bill Bennett . . . . . . . . . 10.3 . 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.3 10.1 61.0 61.0 6
Aaron Haizelden . . 10.3 9.9 . 4.9 . . . R . 9.6 R 10.7 . 8.7 54.1 54.1 6
Andrew Rippon . . R R . R . . . 9.3 . 10.4 10.6 . 10.8 10.9 52.0 52.0 5
Tony Young . . . 8.9 . . 8.4 . . . . . . 10.1 10.4 9.3 47.1 47.1 5
Nick Cleal . . R 10.5 . R . . . R . 10.3 8.5 7.4 10.3 . 47.0 47.0 5
Stuart Bartlett . 9.8 . 6.0 9.6 . 8.0 . 6.0 . 5.0 . . . 2.0 . 46.4 46.4 7
Nick Farmer 5.0 . . . . . . 3.0 . . 5.0 R 9.8 . 10.0 8.0 40.8 40.8 6
Joshua Moss . . . 7.0 . . . . 10.0 . . . . . 11.0 11.0 39.0 39.0 4
Mal Allen . . . 8.0 . 8.9 9.0 5.0 . . . . 7.8 . . . 38.7 38.7 5
Peter Hart . 11.0 . . . 9.9 . 5.0 . . . . 10.8 . . . 36.7 36.7 4
Charles Knifton . 7.8 . 2.0 7.6 . 3.0 . 7.0 . . . . . 8.3 . 35.7 35.7 6
Brian Alexander . 2.0 6.8 . . 5.8 7.4 1.0 4.9 0.0 . 5.6 2.0 . . . 35.5 35.5 8
Brian Partridge 1.0 . . 0.0 . 9.6 0.0 . 9.0 . 3.0 . . 5.7 6.0 . 34.3 34.3 6
Ian Davis . . . . . . 6.0 . 8.0 . . 8.8 . 9.7 . R 32.5 32.5 4
Michael Chatwin . 8.8 . 8.0 8.6 . 5.0 . R . . . . . R . 30.4 30.4 4
Adrian Dommett . . . . . 10.5 10.2 . . 9.3 . . . . . . 30.0 30.0 3
John Bell . 10.6 R . R R 9.2 . . R . . . . 9.3 . 29.1 29.1 3
Ed Wells . 10.0 . 9.0 . . 10.0 . . . . . . . . . 29.0 29.0 3
Emma Robilliard . . . . . 10.4 . . . . . 9.3 . . . 8.3 28.0 28.0 3
Murray Montgomery-Smith . 0.0 . 5.0 . R 7.0 5.0 . . . . . . 11.0 . 28.0 28.0 4
Stuart Highwood 1.0 5.0 10.5 R . . . 1.0 . . . . R . 10.0 . 27.5 27.5 5
Ross Cookman . . 8.5 . . 5.9 . . . 2.0 . . 5.0 . 5.7 . 27.1 27.1 5
Julian Lack 5.0 9.0 . R . . . . 10.9 . 1.0 . . . . . 25.9 25.9 4
Richard Peck 5.0 10.2 . . . . 9.4 . . . 1.0 . . . . . 25.6 25.6 4
Dick Bolt 5.0 . . R . . 10.3 5.0 . . 5.0 . . . . . 25.3 25.3 4
Colin Burrow 3.0 . 7.8 . . . . 3.0 . . 5.0 . 0.0 . . 5.7 24.5 24.5 5
John Wilton . . . 9.2 . R . 3.0 . . . . . . 8.3 . 20.5 20.5 3
John White . . . 10.9 . . 9.4 . . . . . . . . . 20.3 20.3 2
Adrian Marfell . . . 0.0 . . 10.0 . . . . . . . . 10.0 20.0 20.0 2
Michael Leete . 9.2 . . 10.2 . . . . . . . . . . . 19.4 19.4 2
Mike Workman . . . 5.0 . . 7.0 . . . . . . . 7.0 . 19.0 19.0 3
Roger Goldthorpe . 3.0 . . 10.5 . . . 4.9 . . . . . . . 18.4 18.4 3
Adrian Tucker-Peake . . . . . . . . 10.1 . . . 7.6 . . . 17.7 17.7 2
David Sargeant . . . . . . 7.4 . 10.1 . . . . . . . 17.5 17.5 2
Rob Wells . 7.0 . R . . . 3.0 . . . . . 5.7 . . 15.7 15.7 3
Peter Mountain . . . R . . . 3.0 . . 5.0 . . 6.7 . . 14.7 14.7 3
Dean Partington 3.0 . . . 6.6 . . . . . 5.0 . . . . . 14.6 14.6 3
Richard Houlgate 3.0 R . . . . . 3.0 . . . . . . 8.0 . 14.0 14.0 3
Peter Jones . . 5.8 . . . . 5.0 . 0.0 . . 3.0 . . . 13.8 13.8 3
Chris Thompson 1.0 . . 6.9 . 3.8 R . . . . . . . 2.0 . 13.7 13.7 4
Jonathan Toulmin 1.0 R . . . . . 5.0 5.9 . 1.0 . . . . . 12.9 12.9 4
Dave Broom 5.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.6 . . 12.6 12.6 2
John Cavendish . . . 7.5 . . . . . . . . . . 4.7 . 12.2 12.2 2
Tony Branson . 6.0 . . . . . . 5.9 . . . . . . . 11.9 11.9 2
Harry Butcher . . . 6.9 . . . 5.0 . . . . . . . . 11.9 11.9 2
Robert Hodgkinson . 2.0 . . 6.5 . 3.0 . R . . . . . . . 11.5 11.5 3
Gary Browning . . . . . 10.9 . . . . . . . . . . 10.9 10.9 1
Julian Dommett . . . . . 10.9 . . . . . . . . . . 10.9 10.9 1
Duncan Stephens . . . R . . R . . . . . . 10.6 . . 10.6 10.6 1
Caroline Ugalde 5.0 . . . . . . 5.0 . . . . . . . . 10.0 10.0 2
Duncan Welch . . . . . . . 5.0 . . 5.0 . . . . . 10.0 10.0 2
Rob Haworth 1.0 7.0 . . . . . 1.0 . . . . . . . . 9.0 9.0 3
Nigel Moss . . . 9.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.0 9.0 1
Michael Warnes 3.0 . . . . . . 5.0 . . 1.0 . . . . . 9.0 9.0 3
Stewart Green . . 8.3 . . . . . . . . . . . . R 8.3 8.3 1
David Jackson 3.0 R . 0.0 . . . . 5.0 . . . . . . . 8.0 8.0 2
John Ludford 3.0 0.0 . 0.0 . . 5.0 . . . . . . . . . 8.0 8.0 2
Alan Selwood 3.0 . . . . . . 5.0 . . . . . . . . 8.0 8.0 2
John Looker . . . . . . 7.4 . . . . . . . . . 7.4 7.4 1
Philip Aubrey . . . . . . 4.0 . . . . . . . 3.0 . 7.0 7.0 2
Neal Vile . . . . . . . 3.0 . . 1.0 . . . 3.0 . 7.0 7.0 3
Ian Moss . . . 6.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.9 6.9 1
Terry Mattin 5.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 5.0 1

3 

GILES’ 
JOTTINGS 
 
So 2014 has come to an end and although 
we are mid way through the trials season, 
the calendar year championships have 
been decided. In each of our leagues we 
have a first-time winner and although 
some of them have been driving/riding for 
many years, it is nice to see their names 
appear on the premier trophies. 
 
Congratulations therefore to Carl Talbot 
for his domination of the Wheelspin 
league, Ryan Tonkin for winning the 
Crackington Cup, Phillip Sanders for 
taking the Pouncy Trophy, Steve Urell on 
his Red Rose Bowl triumph and finally 
Jack Selwood for placing first among the 
navigators. Now you all need to do is just 
get back out there and try and do it again. 
 
Hopefully 2014 was an enjoyable year for 
everyone in regards to their trialling 
activities whether competing, marshalling, 
organising or simply spectating. Not 
everyone is out there to fight for the 
championships, but it is essential that you 
enjoy the events, while continuing to fight 
to keep the sport alive.  
 
The ever present threat to prevent us from 
continuing with our endeavours in an 
increasing politically correct world has 
again reared its head. This time it is in the 
shape of the forestry commission and the 
debate over the use of their land in certain 
parts of Cornwall. Hopefully this can be 
resolved soon, but as always it is essential 
for everyone to take an interest in local 
issues where land usage and rights of way 
may be under scrutiny. 
 

As I have mentioned previously apathy in 
our sport could eventually be its downfall. 
Everyone who has an interest in trials 
must make an effort to get involved in its 
promotion and organisation wherever 
possible, as well as educating the non-
trialling community whenever a chance 
arises. It is not unusual for someone who 
at first appears to be against our sport, to 
become supportive when they understand 
what it actually is that we are doing and 
that our events are properly organised. 
 
The response from members to come 
forward and act as class representatives 
for a new competitor committee has been 
somewhat disappointing, with only a 
couple of individuals approaching me so 
far. Perhaps competitors don’t want much 
of a say in the way the sport works and 
would prefer the organisers simply decide 
on their behalf? If this is the case, please 
don’t be offended if your complaints 
regarding certain car specifications, class 
8 domination and the perceived 
indifference to production cars in terms of 
overall positions, lack of available tyres, 
use of inappropriate tyres for certain cars, 
confusion over different rules adopted by 
different clubs etc. etc. fall on deaf ears.  
 
All of the above have been mentioned to 
me over the past twelve months on 
numerous occasions and here is your 
chance to ensure your suggestions are 
relayed back to the organisers in a formal 
manner so that they can hopefully provide 
the events that will attract you back time 
and again. If your class isn’t represented it 
doesn’t mean others won’t and so far 
classes 7 and 8 have shown the most 
interest in putting their views forward. 
 
I have also not had any interest shown 
from the bike fraternity in regards to 
assisting Stephen Bailey on the 
committee, nor anyone coming forward to 
take on the role of trophy co-ordinator for 
the motorcycle championships. Again, if 
you want your side of the sport to thrive 
then please stand up and be counted.  
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On a more positive note our 
championship calendar is looking healthy 
for the coming year. Unfortunately there 
is no Clee Hills but it is due to return in 
2016. However after the near loss of the 
Ilkley, I am pleased to hear it will continue 
under the same organising team, but with 
the support from a new club for this year. 
If you can make it to Yorkshire in May 
therefore, please give them your support. 
 
Finally a reminder that we have started a 

new year and to be counted in the 
championships, to receive restart and to 
continue to get updates and be part of 
the ACTC, you do need to renew your 
membership. If you haven’t done so 
already, please return your form to Chris 
Phillips without delay. It’s available to 
download from the website if you have 
mislaid the one that was sent to you. 
 
Good luck to all for a successful 2015 
and Happy New Year. 

I  apologise for the lack of a ‘Sects 
Spin’ in the last edition of ‘Restart’. I 
did write a ‘Spin’ but missed the 
deadline by just a day. It was all due 

to having been away on a very special 
holiday on the island of Mauritius. It was 
special as my wife and I were celebrating 
our 40th wedding anniversary. Not much 
evidence of motor sport on the island 
although a friend of mine has a Renault 
Alpine A110 which actually was used on 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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First place in the Wheelspin Trophy was 
done and dusted before the Camel 
Classic with Carl Talbot in his class 8 
Trialsmaster taking the eponymous trophy 
by a margin of thirteen points from Keith 
Sanders driving his Reliant Scimitar SS1 
and who thus won the Autofarm Trophy. 
The Stalwart’s Trophy for third place 
was won by Tris White and his class 8 
Troll, whilst fourth place and the Dellow 
Trophy went to Dudley Sterry in the 
class 7 MG J2 after an unusually trophy-
less 2013. Fifth place and the 
Cloudsman’s Trophy went, narrowly, to 
David Golightly in his Morton and Brett 
just in front of Andrew Rippon. 
 
Another car championship which was 
wrapped up prior to the Camel Classic 
was the Navigator’s League which was 
won, along with the Woolbridge Trophy 
by Jack Selwood, normally to be seen 
passengering for Dave Haizelden, with 
the Sportsman’s Trophy going to Hollie 
Wood normally occupying the bouncing 
position for Matt Facey. Third place, and 
the Oliver’s Cup, was won by Liz 
Bennett, after competing in only six 
events. 
 
Agonisingly, Carla Smith was pipped for 
third spot by only 0.9 of a point having at 
one time been the runaway leader in this 
competition as David Golightly’s 
passenger. 
 
On now to the two- and three-wheeled 
competitions and in the Pouncy League 
first place and the Pouncy Trophy went 
to Phil Sanders by, in the end, by quite a 
large margin from Dave Craddock who 
thus wins the Templeton Cup. Third 
place and the Andrews Trophy went to 
Mick Whitehouse with Geoff Walker and 
Ian Myers in fourth and fifth spots. 
 
An honourable mention here to Kathy 
Martin, the first lady that I can recall 
competing in the ACTC’s solo 

championship, who scored points in 
eleven out of the 13 events in the 
calendar. 
 
Going in to the Neil Westcott Trial, 
Steve Urell and Al Lidgate were level on 
points in the Red Rose Bowl for 
combinations but Al’s retirement from the 
event meant that Steve gained the 
necessary points to take the title outright. 
Third, very close behind the leading two 
riders was Geoff Westcott. 
 
The final tables for the year will appear 
somewhere in this edition for you all to 
see the details of what happened and 
where and it only remains now for me to 
congratulate all the winners and to 
commiserate with those who narrowly 
missed glory but also to thank the many 
who just competed with many smiles and 
lots of good humour. 
 
I hope to see you out and about again in 
2015 when I’m also hoping to resume my 
occupancy of the left-hand seat of a 
certain MG J2. Good luck with all your 
trialling endeavours. 
 
 

Chris Phillips 
Championship Secretary 
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BSW Accounting Services 
 

Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
Self Employed, need help with your accounts or self assessment tax return on 

line?  Need to set up a Limited Company? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
VAT   PAYE  NIC Pensions  Capital & Annual Investment allowances 
P&L Balance Sheet  Cash book  Purchase & Sale Books Cash Flow 

 
Free 1st consultation to work through options 

Contact - Barbara.selkirk@bswservices.co.uk 
www.bswservices.co.uk    01584 814594/ 07722 820933 

Championship Chat 
 

I  do like writing this edition of 
‘Championship Chat’ because I get to 
announce who’s won what. I did learn 
a long time ago that the entrants who 

are in line for a trophy usually know 
exactly what the situation is and whether 
they have been successful or not, so all 
this will be news only to those further 
down the various tables. 
 
2014’s Crackington Cup certainly had all 
the tension, with the top three spots 
decided only after the Camel Classic 
Trial. Ryan Tonkin in his class 4 Beetle 
eventually triumphed and won the 
Crackington Cup by under seven points 
from Dave Haizelden in the class 1 VW 
Golf who will have to be satisfied with the 
Mottershead & Smith Cup for 2014. 
Third place and the Enthusiast’s Cup  

 
went to long-term table leader, Trevor 
Wood, is his trusty class 7 Liege. I feel 
that this award, particularly its name, is 
thoroughly appropriate for a driver, new to 
the championship and who competed in 
15 out of the 16 rounds. The Mike 
Stephens’ Cup for fourth place was won 
by Nick Deacon and his class 5 Suzuki 
X90 and the final award in this 
competition, the Pegasus Cup was won 
by Matt Facey and the Class 3 BMW on 
stilts. 
 
Honourable mentions here to James 
Shallcross who just missed out on a 
trophy in sixth spot and in particular to 
‘slim-line’ Bill Bennett who managed to 
take seventh place after competing for 
less than half the season and who took 
first place in class 2 with his MG J2 in 
every one of the last six one-day events. 
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the island back in ‘the period’. Did spot a 
couple of well cared for Morris 1000s and 
a very smart red Triumph Spitfire. Some 
of the very small roads and tracks in the 
mountains would have made some good 
trials sections being very rocky, a bit like 
Putwell but not as rough! 
 
The September ACTC council meeting 
was quite well attended although there 
were only eleven clubs actually 
represented. The attendance problem 
seems to be due to ’other’ things being on 
the same day. The motor sport calendar 
is now so busy it is impossible to pick 
dates for the twice yearly ACTC council 
that do not clash with something else. But 
it would be nice if member clubs could 
find a representative if their usual 
delegate cannot make it. As I have said it 
is only two meetings a year. 
 
The winter trials season is now in full 
swing with the Edinburgh and several one 
day events already run. I was out with a 
gang from Ross marshalling on the Allan 
Trial. We ran Ubley Woods 2 and 3 in 
brilliant sunshine; it was so hot that we 
were all removing layers of clothing to 
keep cool. The good weather had not 
affected the usual evil mud and clay, the 
sections were as slippery as ever and the 
start area on Ubley 2 got more and more 
slippery as the trial progressed. It never 
ceases to amaze me the number of 
drivers that ask if they have a ‘restart’ it 
seems their passengers never read the 
instructions. I will not be around on the 
Exeter as the date move by one week 
means it clashes with the Historic Rally 
Car Register launch day at the Gaydon 
Heritage Centre where I will be promoting 
our clubs historic rally and scenic tour. 
 
I recently posted on the Classic Trials 
section of Facebook when someone was 
asking where to go and watch on a one 
day event. I suggested that they go and 
marshal and I got several ‘likes’ for that. 
 

In September I drove my Morgan to Spa 
with a group of friends to watch the Spa 
Classic 6 Hour race. We took the ferry 
from Dover to Calais. 
 
Leaving Calais we could see dozens of 
asylum seekers outside the port and a big 
police presence. We were breaking our 
journey at Ypres for the night and I had 
plotted a nice country back road route. 
We stopped on the way for a bit of lunch 
in a lovely town where one of our group 
said he had last been when his son was 
in a push chair! Refreshed we drove on to 
Ypres where we eventually found the 
main square to park up and walk the short 
distance to our hotel. The hotel was in a 
very old building with a modern extension 
where we were made most welcome.  
 
I had a short bit of shut eye before we all 
met in the bar then off to watch the nightly 
ceremony at the Menin Gate. This has 
been going on every night since 1927 to 
honour the dead of WW1. This was very 
moving with about a thousand people 
there of all ages. After that it was a short 
walk to a wonderful restaurant 
recommended by our hotel for a fantastic 
meal. A good sleep and breakfast, 
removed hoods and we headed out of 
Ypres to visit Tyne Cot one of the biggest 
WW1 Cemeteries where a large number 
of the thousands of head stones have no 
names on them. Again a very moving 
experience and, in my opinion, a terrible 
waste of life. 
 
We then set course for Spa and as it 
looked a very complex route on the map 
with lots of motorway junctions it was 
decided that one of our number who had 
just bought a Sat Nav should lead the 
way. Not a good decision as it turned out 
as he programmed in the shortest route. 
So if you want to know where the Mosque 
is in Lille I can take you there and also 
lots of other back street places in strange 
towns! But in the fullness of time we made 
it to our wonderful accommodation at a 
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resort village close to the Spa circuit in 
the town of Malmady. To celebrate our 
arrival and tops down drive several 
Belgium beers were consumed followed 
by another fantastic meal.  
 
Saturday morning after a very good 
breakfast we set off to the circuit and 
upon our arrival we were ushered into the 
special car park for ‘classic cars’ behind 
the new F1 pits. Just for safety we put 
hoods up as the weather at Spa is 
famous for being changeable. 
 
Now the main 6 hour race runs from 4.00 
pm into darkness and finishes at 10.00 
pm but prior to this race there are 7 other 
races and on Sunday a further 8 races. 
The races are for everything from 60s 
and 70s Formula 1 cars to Can Am cars 
to saloons. A really wide range of cars 
but most seem to come from the UK and 
around 80% of the drivers were British. It 
seems like a British race meeting run in 
Belgium.  
 
The first thing that strikes you is how 
amazing the 4 mile circuit is, TV doesn’t 
do it justice. The hills are so steep; some 
blind crests with corners immediately 
after and big descents that cause cars to 
bottom out. It is a truly amazing circuit 
and no wonder the drivers love it, you just 
cannot imagine it until you see it in real 
life. We were able to move around the 
circuit and use any grandstand and sat in 
the grandstand opposite the old pits for 
the start of the 6 hour race which had an 
entry of around 100 cars. About an hour 
into the race the heavens opened and 
dumped vast amounts of rain in a very 
short time. The safety cars came out but 
the race continued in occasional heavy 
showers, thunder and fantastic lightening.  
 
The race eventually finished and we 
made our way to our lodgings in very wet 
and misted up cars. Up early on Sunday 
and after another good breakfast we 
headed back to the circuit in intermittent 

sunshine and rain. A pal and I decided to 
walk around the complete circuit stopping 
in lots of interesting places to watch 
various races and we managed a beer 
and some lunch. After watching the final 
race we all headed back to our lodgings 
in sunshine. More beer and then the 
navigators got out the maps to plan the 
route to Calais, we decided not to use 
Sat Nav, then another great dinner then 
bed. 
 
Monday morning was dry and misty in the 
Ardennes forest but hoods were removed 
as we started our drive to Calais. The first 
couple of hours were on great roads 
through forests much like our Forest of 
Dean and eventually we turned onto the 
maze of motorways. We were lucky as 
the traffic was fairly light and by now it 
was bright sunshine so driving was 
pleasant. Petrol stops, coffee and snack 
stops were made and eventually we were 
in Calais port. I should add that my Map 
Nav, a guy called John had performed 
very well. We took advantage for a drink 
and a sandwich on the ferry.  
 
Drove off the ferry into Dover and 
refuelled at ‘cheap’ English prices and 
then attacked the motorways. Traffic was 
very heavy but we only slowed a little and 
eventually we turned off into the Reading 
services on the M4 where we put up 
hoods as it had got dark and cold and 
had a forgettable hot meal. Then down 
the M4 to Swindon and on the home run. 
A final stop for cheap petrol and 
goodbyes after Swindon. I got back to 
Ross at about 10.30 pm. The 38 year old 
Morgan did not miss a beat and had just 
covered over 500 miles in one day, not 
bad. 
 
In December I was, as usual, out on the 
Lands End to John O’Groats Le Jog for 
classic cars. Once again acted as one of 
the two navigators checking and plotting 
the route information prior to the event 
and then navigating John Kiff, the route 
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Motorcycle Tables 2014
Pouncy League Exe Exm Nor Cha Tor LE Ilk T&T Tar Edi ExC Tam Har NW Best 9 Total Events
Philip Sanders 12 . 11 . 10 12 10 9 C 12 10 9 9 . 95.0 104.0 10
David Craddock 12 12 . . 8 12 . . C 12 11 11 1 2 81.0 81.0 9
Mick Whitehouse . 9 . 9 12 . . 12 C . 7 11 10 2 72.0 72.0 8
Geoff Walker . . . 11 12 . 12 6 C . 12 . 12 2 65.0 67.0 7
Ian Myers 12 7 10 . . 8 10 2 C 5 6 2 4 . 64.0 66.0 10
Kathy Martin . 4 . 4 9 5 12 4 C 8 8 7 6 2 63.0 69.0 11
Chris Lidstone . . . . . . . 7 C . 10 12 8 2 39.0 39.0 5
Edward Griffin . 7 . 2 . . . 2 C . 6 3 11 2 33.0 33.0 7
Stephen Bailey . . . . . . . . C . . . . . 0.0 0.0 0

Red Rose Bowl
Steve Urell 12 11 . 10 1 8 . 12 C . 12 10 11 7 93.0 94.0 10
Alexander Lidgate 12 9 12 7 8 12 12 . C 5 . . 10 1 87.0 88.0 10
Geoff Westcott 8 8 . 6 10 12 . 8 C 8 10 8 9 . 81.0 87.0 10
Tim Hawkins . . . . . . . 10 C . 11 12 12 12 57.0 57.0 5
Nick Ellery . 6 C 7 . 2 15.0 15.0 3
Peter Adams . . . 5 6 2 . . C . . . . . 13.0 13.0 3

Navigator's League 2014
Ex ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Best 9 Total Events

Scored

Jack Selwood 3.0 . 10.3 9.5 . . 10.2 5.0 . 8.5 5.0 8.3 9.5 8.4 9.3 9.5 83.5 96.5 12
Hollie Wood . . 10.2 10.9 . 9.6 R . . 8.5 . 10.1 R 10.2 . 10.6 70.1 70.1 7
Liz Bennett . . . . . . . . . 10.3 . 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.3 10.1 61.0 61.0 6
Carla Smith . 8.0 . 8.9 10.4 8.9 . . 10.9 10.0 3.0 . . . . 60.1 60.1 7
Gaby Albertova 5.0 10.1 . . . 9.4 . . . 9.5 . . . 9.4 . 10.5 53.9 53.9 6
Lorraine Rippon . . R R . R . . . 9.3 . 10.4 10.6 . 10.8 10.9 52.0 52.0 5
Kieran Bartlett . 9.8 . 6.0 9.6 . 8.0 . 6.0 . 5.0 . . . 2.0 . 46.4 46.4 7
Norton Selwood 5.0 . R . . 10.3 3.0 . . 5.0 R 9.8 . . 8.0 41.1 41.1 6
Carlie Hart . 11.0 . . . 9.9 . 5.0 . . . . 10.8 . . . 36.7 36.7 4
Ralph Talbot . R . 11.0 . 10.6 4.0 . 11.0 . . . . . . . 36.6 36.6 4
Donny Allen . . . 8.0 . 8.9 . 5.0 . . . . 7.8 . . . 29.7 29.7 4
James Trainor . 10.2 . . . R 9.2 . . R . . . . 9.3 . 28.7 28.7 3
Chris Phillips . 6.8 . . . . 11.0 . . 9.2 . . . . . . 27.0 27.0 3
Tim Cookman . . 8.5 . . 5.9 . . . . . . 5.0 . . . 19.4 19.4 3
Mark Ensoll 1.0 5.0 . R . . . . . . . . R . 10.0 . 16.0 16.0 3
David Slade . . . 7.5 . . . . . . . . . . 4.7 . 12.2 12.2 2
Pat Toulmin . . . . . . . 5.0 5.9 . 1.0 . . . . . 11.9 11.9 3
Nick Wood 1.0 . . 6.9 . 3.8 . . . . . . . . . . 11.7 11.7 3
Del(phine) Broom . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 0.0 0
Andrew Ford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 0.0 0
Peter Goode . . . . . . . . R . . . . . R . 0.0 0.0 0
Sue Ludford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 0.0 0
Jan Ziomek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 0.0 0
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Whitchurch 

MOT 
Centre 

 

Adrian Marfell 
01600 890218




 Air Cooled VW Experts 

 Class 4 Beetles a speciality 

 Tyre Racks 

 Sumpguards 

 Turn-Key Cars 

 In fact, everything you need to 
keep your trials VW 
competitive 

Just off the A40 between Ross and 
Monmouth,  where the Kyrle starts 
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designer around the route. On the event 
our primary task as far as Carlisle was to 
ensure all the 20 tests were set up and 
manned according to the instructions that 
the competitors had been given. We were 
also tasked with driving all the sections 
through Wales as an additional course 
car. Once in Scotland we then ran ahead 
of the rally to check for snow or ice closed 
roads. 
 
Initially we were not impressed with the 
vehicle supplied for our use. HERO had 
hired in six Peugeot Bipper small vans for 
use as course opening and closing cars. 
But in fact they turned out to be good with 
plenty of load carrying capacity and very 
nippy around the lanes. The only 
drawback was if you wanted anything from 
the back of the van you had to stop and 
get out to get it. A great advantage was 
being white vans nobody took any notice 
of them as you sped through villages; the 
locals just assumed it was another 
delivery van! We drew the short straw with 
our van as at the start at Lands End there 
were 100,008 miles on the clock, all in 18 
months so it was truly run in. We added 
another almost 3000 miles over 6 days. 
 
Things went well generally in the South 
West, old trialing friend Denis Greenslade 
was in charge of the test in the Cornwall 
showground. Trialist Mark Tooth was in 
charge of the Bristol MC Gordano 
Services test. The Porlock toll road was 
used for three tests but the highlight was 
the homemade scones with cream and 
strawberry jam provided by the local 
ladies group in the village hall in Porlock 
village main control.  
 
It was great to see all the Ross & District 
Club members on the first regularity in 
Wales then up through Wales were lots of 
friendly faces from the rallying world. We 
had a good ‘thrash’ through the 16 time 
controls all 4 minutes apart that was the 
end of the Welsh section. Got to our hotel 
in Chester at 03.15 and were on our way 

again by 07.00. Nice weather up through 
the middle sections to Carlisle, just one 
panic with the lunch venue in Leyburn 
which was soon fixed. Some sleet over 
the high roads but we finally made it into 
Carlisle by 19.00 for a good rest.  
 
Off again at 07.00 and when the sun came 
up it was a brilliant day of blue sky and 
sunshine. North of Glasgow all the hills 
were covered in snow. We drove part of 
the Trinafour regularity until the snow 
blocked the road so set up a re-route. A 
snow covered private forestry road used 
as regularity near Dalwhinnie finally 
defeated the Bipper as the half worn 
‘economy’ tyres would not grip on the hard 
packed frozen snow so it was out and 
some good pushing for a short way. We 
passed a castle in this regularity and 
realised why the regularity was called 
‘Monarch of the Glen’, the castle had been 
used as the setting for the BBC TV series 
of the same name. The marshal for the 
final timing point had not arrived so we set 
up ready to run the control. Just before the 
competitors arrived so did the marshal so 
we were on our way again.  
 
Communications with the Clerk of the 
Course then decided us to bypass the 2 
hour supper halt in the Kyle of Lochalsh 
and go directly to check the ‘Pass of the 
Cattle’ and ‘Shieldaig’ regularities. The 
Pass of the Cattle is the highest motor-
able road in the British Isles and has 
notices to tell everyone that no snow 
clearance is carried out in winter. As we 
climbed the road there was no sign of 
snow and at the 1 in 3 hairpin bends we 
caught up with a gritting lorry. He let us 
pass and then at the very top we stopped 
to make a phone call and the gritting lorry 
caught us. We had a chat and he knew all 
about the rally and told us that was why 
he was giving the roads of both 
regularities an extra grit, great 
cooperation. So when we descended to 
the village of Applecross we stopped at 
the Applecross Inn for rest and one of the 
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best meals I have had for a very long 
time. There was just John and I and two 
other customers and the very friendly 
landlady. The gritter driver popped in and 
we bought him a pint. If you are ever up 
that way give the pub a try. We dragged 
ourselves away from the log fire and set 
off again checking regularities. The wind 
had strengthened and there was rain and 
sleet about. Just outside Ullapool high up 
on the north west coast we found the last 
timing point on the Drumbeg regularity 
unmanned, the course car had just left a 
plastic bag on a stake with a clock and 
check sheet in it.  
 
So we set up in ferociously high winds to 
run the control. John was outside with the 
clock and I was inside with the check 
sheet. We manoeuvred the van to give us 
a little bit of shelter but it was still cold and 
wet. We eventually had about 45 of the 
cars come through which for Le Jog is 
very good at this stage, so set off to try to 
catch up with the rally. We did not catch 
up until we reached John O’Groats as the 
only road is the main road around the very 
top west of Scotland through Unapool, 
Durness, Tongue, Portskerra and 
eventually Thurso.  
 
On the way we helped sort out a Mk.1 
Cortina GT that had driven into a bog 
looking for a route check. At last into John 
O’Groats just in time to take a picture of 
Ross clubmember Simon Harris as he 
crossed the finish line. I was able to put 
the picture up on Facebook shortly after. 
Then a wonderful breakfast in the John 
O’Groats café before heading to Wick, the 
hotel and bed. The presentation dinner 
was super and it was good to see Simon 
and Dood collect their awards. A few nice 
malts drunk then to bed again.  
 
The weather forecast for the next day was 
horrendous with snow and very high 
winds forecast. This decided us to get up 
a little later and not leave Wick until 
daylight which is around 9.00 am up there. 

After a really good breakfast which 
included black pudding and haggis we 
were ready for the journey. We repacked 
the Bipper and collected luggage from 
John’s brother to take home. The wind 
was howling and lots of sleet as we set 
off. With no dual carriageway until 
Inverness the first 106 miles were on 
slushy but treated roads. Down to 40 mph 
in places behind other traffic but the 
Bipper was not overtaken, the biggest 
problem was the very high wind really 
moving the Bipper about. Coffee and a 
driver change in Inverness. Over the 
Cairngorms the dual carriageway was 
down to a single lane but we ploughed on 
until south of Glasgow for coffee and 
another driver change. Next stop was the 
Tebay farm services south of Carlisle for a 
really good early evening meal.  
 
The weather was now better and we 
speeded up down the M6. Later we found 
the M6 closed north of Birmingham so 
diverted on to the A5 then down through 
Wolverhampton with is myriad traffic lights 
and speed cameras. Back onto the M5 
and not much traffic but then north of 
Worcester the signs tell us the M50 is 
closed from the M5 to the Ledbury turn.  
 
So into Tewksbury, across the Mythe 
Bridge and head for Ledbury. Then the 
Ledbury road is closed so we have to 
divert through Corse Lawn but eventually 
we get back on the M50 at the Ledbury 
turn. Thirteen hours after leaving Wick we 
arrive in Ross, unpack my stuff from the 
Bipper and John heads for his Cardiff 
home. Well that’s it, another Le Jog done 
and dusted, roll on 2015??? So if you 
want to cover nearly 3000 miles in just six 
days then a Bipper van with 100,000 miles 
on the clock is the answer. 
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Those were the days, my 
friend? 

by Jonathan Toulmin 
 

M any regard that the decade up 
to the outbreak of the Second 
World War, was the golden 
era for trials.  Certainly, from 

reading contemporary magazine reports, 
there was a huge number of small trials 
taking place – there could well be half a 
dozen on a single day, and sometimes 
using the same sections on the same 
day!! In those halcyon days there was 
almost no bureaucracy involved with their 
organisation and Austen May reported 
that one event in the midlands was put 
together and staged all within about one 
week! Some of the MCC “big three” 
events had huge entries, well over 400 for 
some events. The Land’s End of the mid 
thirties attracted over 300 car entries, and 
that was not the record! 
 
In those days, there was a lot of emphasis 
on teams with some events being only 
open to teams of cars – usually three, but 
sometimes four cars to make up a team. 
Generally the teams came from the clubs, 
with several “one-make” teams, such as 
the Singer, Austin, Ford V8 and MG 
teams. In those days, the teams attracted 
a good deal of publicity, with 
manufacturers using success in trials to 
promote their products and some of the 
team names became known throughout 
the land, especially, perhaps, the Austin 
Grasshoppers, and the two MG teams, 
the Three Musketeers and the Cream 
Crackers.  
 
The MCC ran their trials championship for 
teams, and although the sport was 
definitely for amateurs, some drivers were 
driving works-developed cars. Such was 
the case with the MG Car Club teams and 
highly successful they were too, with the 
Musketeers wining the 1936 MCC trials 
team championship and the Cream 

Crackers winning both the 1937 and 1938 
team championships. Many people think 
that there were just three Cream Cracker 
cars, whereas, in fact, there were twelve. 
The Team was a team of three, but the 
team changed its cars each year, so there 
were three PA Midgets for 1935, three PB 
Midgets for 1936, three T-types for 1937, 
and three more, very special, T types for 
1938. A much more detailed history of the 
MG trials teams will appear in the next 
edition of Restart. 
 
The Cream Crackers made their debut on 
the 1935 Lands End Trial. Twenty years 
ago, we celebrated sixty years since that 
debut by running six original Cream 
Cracker cars on the 1995 Lands End Trial 
– and all got a medal! I can scarcely 
believe that was almost twenty years ago. 
We plan to celebrate eighty years, since 
that debut, at the Kimber Trial on April 
25th 2015 (with gymkhana the following 
day).  
 
I would have loved to celebrate it properly 
on the Lands End, but the cars and 
drivers are now much older, and the 
Lands End has got pretty rough in places, 
so we have opted for the, hopefully, rather 
gentler MG Car Club’s Kimber Trial, in the 
Yeovil area. We hope to assemble a 
mouth-watering collection of period trials 
cars. There will be an option for those 
who do not wish to tackle the trial itself. If 
you have some thing suitable, please get 
in touch – we would love to see you – 
even if just as a static exhibit.  Please let 
me know – telephone 01789 731332, or e
-mail jonathan@toulmin.info. 

 
Why not put 25th 

April  in your diary? 
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The 2014 Mechanics Trial 
by John Hammill 
 

I  really didn’t think I would be 
competing in the Mechanics this year 
as  my regular passenger was 
unavailable and other potential 

victims were either fully committed or had 
bad backs; neither of the latter were 
convinced by an offer to ‘kill or cure’ by 
riding shotgun in a classic trial. 
Fortunately, teammate Royston May 
came to my rescue by approaching 
Richard Earle, who kindly offered to 
accompany me; pals both. 
 
When Jonathan asked me to produce a 
report on the Mechanics we chatted about 
our respective vehicles and he 
commiserated that I would be in an open 
Marlin, whilst he and Pat would be snug 
and warm in the X90. However, as we set 
off from the well organised start in full 
sunshine, it seemed that the Marlin was 
actually the vehicle of choice for this 
October classic run by the Stroud club. 
My main concern was that I had not 
brought my sunglasses for sections later 
in the day when the sun would be 
lower…. 
 
For me, the trial reinforced how privileged 
we are to be able to test our cars and 
driving skills in this wonderful corner of 
Gloucestershire. As well as classic 
sections, the weather and the landscape, 
there was historical interest along the way 
- we really had it all! I’ll do my best to pick 
out some of the history as we go. 
 
The first section, Tin Pan Alley, was 
used in the 1930s in the Fedden Trial 
when it was called Tramps Paradise. Last 
year we were almost caught out by the 
lack of grip near the top but no such 
problems this year. The start line marshal 
was the ever smiling Colin Biles who 
miraculously re-appeared on the start line 
of Viaduct at the end of the trial; many 
thanks Colin. 

As we descended the rough track to 
Boxwell I hope fellow competitors had 
time to take in the glorious view across 
the valley to Boxwell Court, a property 
which has been lived in by the Huntley 
family continuously for over 600 years. 
The local box woods were lucrative at a 
time when box, one of the hardest woods, 
was used in applications where metal 
would be used later on. But I digress; 
classes 6, 7 & 8 had a restart here, which 
captured a few scalps. As we approached 
the line the terrain looked more promising 
high and right, with the nose popped out 
onto the exit track. It was the right choice 
and the Marlin happily trickled out.  
 
The route to Hobbs Choice took us along 
an old gated road towards historic 
Chavenage House (well worth a visit). 
After successfully negotiating the 
section’s sloping restart we made our way 
to Wood Lane via Avening, doffing our 
trialling caps to Princess Anne at 
Gatcombe on the other side of the valley.  
 
Last year, getting to the start line at 
Wood Lane was a challenge. We had no 
problem this year, and the restart was in 
play. However, I suspect that with the 
depth of the two tracks left by earlier cars 
at the restart line most of us were 
dragging our diffs through the grass as 
we built up speed for the remainder of the 
section.   
 
The next three sections were in 
Catswood, one of the single venues used 
for the Mechanics before it went onto the 
open road in 2002. After entering the 
woods via Ansteads Farm, where I recall 
watching a sporting car trial a few years 
ago, we met the only significant queue in 
the whole trial. However, it gave a 
welcome opportunity for a coffee break. I 
freely confess that woodland sections are 
not my favourites; too many trees that 
leap out and catch a Marlin unawares. 
However, we had a very good session 
here on the trio of Sapsed’s Surprise, 
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Mini Hoskins and Don’t Blink, losing 
only four marks on Sapsed’s and cleaning 
the other two. I was probably a bit too 
cautious before the bottom right hander 
on Sapsed’s, knowing the Marlin’s 
propensity to carry on in a straight line 
wherever possible and should have 
booted it a little earlier. Mini Hoskins was 
an excellent section, with a well-placed 
restart for classes 7 & 8. My navigation of 
the bottom right hander at Don’t Blink was 
less than smooth but a clean is a clean 
and we left Catswood in a happy frame of 
mind, with a total score so far of 4 marks. 
It goes downhill from here folks. Before 
we leave the woods, Mark Hobbs 
deserves special mention. He was on 
point duty in Catswood, orchestrating the 
whole field as we tackled each section in 
turn and returned to be directed to the 
next one – a virtuoso performance from 
the assistant CoC. 
 
Merve’s was a variation on the Clouds’ 
section Merve’s Swerve. We were faced 
with a double restart, the first being 
straightforward but the second was 
aligned with some ferociously slippery 
tree roots. They were avoidable, but not 
by me, so our penalties rose to 10 and I 
called a brief lunch stop to recover our 
equilibrium. 
 
A short road section brought us to King 
Charles’ Lane, where I stripped bottom 
gear in last year’s Mechanics. At this point 
I committed a cardinal sin by not re-
checking the route card before attacking 
the section. I had got it into my head that 
we were sharing a separate restart line 
with class 8, rather than class 6. I was so 
focused on the second line that I ignored 
the strong hint that I might be in error by 
the presence of Howard Stephens, 
complete with red flag, on the lower line. It 
wasn’t until Howard called out cheerily 
that I was heading for the wrong line that I 
realised my error. Rather than showboat 
and get off the class 8 restart (perhaps!) I 
rolled back to the lower line, Howard 

courteously lowered his flag and we 
trickled away from a gentle restart with me 
inwardly cursing my stupidity. 
 
The route now took us to Bulls Cross, 
with a much trickier restart, akin to Bull 
Banks 1. I didn’t pick the perfect position 
but it was good enough for a clean, so 
spirits rose a little. 
 
We approached the two Greenway 
sections from the upper end of Greenway 
Lane. This was probably the roughest bit 
of the trial, and the descent was taken 
very slowly. Both the sections were PCT 
in nature, although Greenway 1 had a 
restart. Full power after the initial right 
hander caused the rear to step out of line 
and we clipped the 10 marker but got to 
the restart successfully. I’m afraid I 
thought it was game over at this point, 
forgetting that we were running under 
classic trial rules whereby hitting a marker 
was not a hanging offence. I should have 
kept burning from the restart as did team 
mate Royston, who  chalked up a clean, 
whilst we lost 4 marks. We had no 
problem with Greenway 2 and as we re-
inflated on a grassy area at the foot of the 
section in hot sunshine it felt more like a 
mid summer PCT than an autumn Classic 
Trial. 
 
The Special Test on the Old Bath Road 
led on to the exposed village of Winstone, 
high on the Wold. The straight track here 
is part of an old salt way, used to bring 
salt from Cheshire to settlements in the 
Cirencester area.  
 
And so to Bull Banks. After Rich Welsh 
had lowered the rear tyres to the class 
minimum of 14 psi we set off for the 
restart. I decided to pop the wheels over 
the line but wavered as we approached, 
went in too deep and we failed to get off. 
However Bull Banks 1 remains one of my 
favourite sections due to its location, non 
damaging nature and challenging restart 
(it caught out better drivers than me in the 
Mechanics). 
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only class 3 going clean. Hay Wire 
caused real problems for classes 1-7 with 
only Ryan Tonkin and Tony Young 
getting to the top. Hay Fever and Hay 
Day were similar to each other, each 
being a steep slippery climb and sharp 
right-hander at the top, which took quite a 
few 1s from those unable to fully make 
the turn. 
 
From here it was a short drive to the next 
section at Polmorla. This is always a 
challenging section when wet and the 
overnight rain certainly took care of that 
and the small step at the 11 marker 
stopped many people. Ryan Tonkin had 
the best score of 5 in classes 1-5, with 
Nick Farmer being the best climb of 4 on 
the more difficult re-marked section for 
classes 6-8. 
 
Helligan 1 took quite a few points from 
people with only me, Ken Bassett, Ian 
Facey and Andrew Rippon going clean. A 
great climb from James Shallcross to get 
a score of 1 from a FWD car. Heligan 2 
took even more points with many 
competitors getting 9s 10s and 11s. Ryan 
Tonkin was performing well today and 
got his Beetle to a 2 and the only clean 
was from Adrian Marfell in class 8. 
 
Next up was Shell Wood, a section 
remembered for my airborne activities 
last year! This year it was very muddy at 
the bottom which caused big problems 
for the early running classes 1-3. When 
we arrived we could see that each car in 
succession was getting slightly higher 
and once the Beeltes of Emma Robilliard 
and Ryan Tonkin had got over the first 
crest it enabled others to climb higher. 
We saw Matt Facey have a fantastic 
climb here, cresting the first hump then 
grabbing 2nd gear with the supercharger 
blasting him to a great score of 4. I tried 
the same approach but wasn’t carrying 
enough speed this year to grab 2nd gear 
but was happy to score 5. 
 

No dramas for us on Coldrinnick Wood 
but the Escorts struggled through here on 
their 13” wheels. The class 8 restart was 
also very tough with only Josh Moss 
getting away and this eventually enabled 
him to secure a class win. 
 
Penkestle was a new section (well, new 
to me anyway) which was a short greasy/
clay climb through trees. No sign of any 
rocks or roots so I went very low on tyre 
pressures but punctured early and came 
to an abrupt halt at the 4 marker when 
the tyre and wheel parted company. 
 
The final section was Clinnick which is 
one of my favourite sections in the whole 
Trials’ calendar. We were one of the 
lucky 7 who got to the top and we 
stopped there to spectate. The section 
was being run by Stroud MC who had put 
up Christmas lights along the whole 
length of the main climb. This was a 
stroke of genius as not only was it quite 
festive but also helped identify the 
marker numbers when it got dark! What 
was interesting to note was that under 
identical conditions the class 4 Beetles 
actually out-performed their bigger 
engine class 6 competitors, 
demonstrating that more power isn’t 
always an advantage. 
 
Congratulations to Ryan Tonkin, who 
dropped the least points all day, won his 
class and secured his position at the top 
of the Crackington League. I was happy 
to win the Dave Keat Award based on 
index performance and class win. 
Congratulations on class wins, also to 
James Shallcross, Matt Facey, Andrew 
Rippon, Steve Ball and Josh Moss. 
 
Thanks to the Camel Vale organisers for 
putting on a tough and challenging, 
without being damaging event, and 
especially to Hans Viertel who I know 
had to deal with some significant land 
owner issues in the last few weeks 
before the event. 
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receive our prized finishers’ certificates. It 
wasn’t too long to wait for the results, and 
I was thrilled to hear my name read out as 
the winner of class 8.  
 
Congratulations to Keith Sanders on his 
overall win in his Scimitar and to all class 
winners. A huge thank you to Hans 
Viertel, his organising team and all 
marshals for yet another fantastic Camel 
Classic.  

 
In my opinion, the Camel is the best trial 
in the classic calendar and it would be 
great if more people would consider 
entering this event, as it’s a fun, 
challenging trial that is much less 
damaging than other classics I have 
driven.  
 
 

The 2014 Camel Classic Trial 
by Keith Sanders 
 

T he Camel Classic is the final 
event on the ACTC 
Championship calendar and is 
often crucial for deciding the 

deserving owners of the 10 Crackington 
and Wheelspin trophies. It’s always a 
popular event and this year with 55 
entries running at 3 minute intervals it’s 
quite feasible that the first competitors 
may be attempting section 1 while the late 
runners are still in bed! This spacing also 
means that there are only short queues at 
scrutineering and sign-on, and of course 
the all-important breakfast butty van.  
 
Our first section of the day was Vinegar 
Hill, this was a good opener for the day 
with most people going clean. Section 2 
Actress similarly didn’t take too many 
points from people though Class 7 found 
their Restart difficult with nobody getting 
away. 
  
On then in to the famous Hustyn where 
the last thing you want to do is “not quite 
make it” and have to reverse all the way 
back down. This year the Section Ends 
marker was slightly along the top track 
meaning that just getting your front 
wheels to the top wasn’t quite enough. A 
great climb from Tony Young, managing 
to squeeze every last bit of power from 
the 1300 Beetle and nudge to the lead in 
class 4. 

The trial then divided so Jab and Left 
Hook was the next section for classes 1 
to 5. Starting with a steep track then a 
sharp left up over some grassy banks. 
Great climbs here from Dave Haizelden 
and James Shallcross in class1 who 
would have had to cut their own tracks 
running up front. This then opened the 
way and most of the field were then able 
to follow. 
 
Section 6, Pump House Climb is another 
favourite. This has a dip at the bottom 
which means holding back on the power 
for a while before giving it beans! We 
arrived just in time to see Aaron 
Haizelden blast his way to a clean, with 
the front wheels sometimes touching the 
ground. The pressure was on but I was 
able to match this (though Duncan 
Stephens will say that Aaron got a few 
inches further past the Section Ends 
board!). Ian Facey took it a little too 
careful through the dip so didn’t carry 
quite enough speed in to the hill but still 
got a creditable 3.  
 
From here it was on to the next woods for 
four “Hay” Sections. There were delays 
for Hay Rake and Hay Wire due to in/out 
traffic having to share the same narrow 
tracks and with the overnight rain I think 
there may have been more failures than 
expected. 
 
Hay Rake stopped around 1/3 of the 
competitors with Lester Keat being the 
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Viaduct 1 involved a fun traverse of a 
grass field with a restart for classes 7 & 8, 
and continued straight on to Viaduct 2 
with a tricky Bull Banks type restart on 
slippery Cotswold limestone, under the 
watchful eye of CoC Nigel Moss. Getting 
away neatly was a satisfying conclusion to 
our day’s trialling, before a short drive to 
the Daneway Inn for a sociable get 
together in the late afternoon sunshine. 
The Daneway is on the disused Thames 
& Severn Canal close to one end of a 2.2 
mile long tunnel under the Cotswolds, with 
impressive stone portals at both 
entrances. Canal boats were ‘legged’ 
through the tunnel, until the canal closed 
in 1927. 
 
Congratulations to Josh Moss who won 
the trial overall, dropping only one point. 
Pete Hart won class 7, also dropping only 
one point, but losing to Josh on special 
test time; proving once again that ‘you can 
do it in a B Series Marlin’ – if you’re Pete 
Hart, that is. 
 
‘Man of the Match’ for me was Ian Moss in 
the Ford Y Type, who lost only 14 marks, 

and piloted the car off restarts which 
defeated many others in much more 
modern and powerful machinery.  
 
The most satisfying aspect for me was the 
Marlin’s performance. The current 
camshaft and single SU provide good low 
speed torque and tractability. Whilst 
maximum power is limited, it was more 
than capable of losing fewer than 10 
marks in the Trial, rather than the 26 I 
chalked up. Verdict; the car is fine, the 
driver needs to improve his focus!    
 
A final comment on the trial itself. Some 
time ago Nigel Moss remarked to me that 
the Mechanics had a reputation for being 
rough on vehicles, which he felt was 
unjustified. As an intermittent Mechanics 
entrant, and on the basis of this year’s 
event, I agree with him. In my view the 
Mechanics has matured into an excellent 
complement to the Cotswold Clouds, the 
Stroud Club’s premier event, in the classic 
trials calendar. My sincere thanks to the 
organising team and the marshals who 
made this such a challenging and 
enjoyable trial. 

The 2014 Tamar Trial – Car 66 
by Ross Cookman 

 
ST1 - Knighton  

F rom the start line, the route 
seemed straightforward. Wheels 
on A, drive down through a 
shallow (ish) ford and up a track 

for about 30m to stop astride B. Didn’t 
want to create a bow wave over the 
bonnet so, easy entry into water then 
apply some right foot, find grip up hill to 
finish. 10.13 secs later it’s all over. A 
quick practice of a restart to exit the ST 
and off we went to: 
 
OS1 – Gypsy Lane  
A long lane under a canopy, wide enough 
to not cause any damage. The aim for 

this one was to avoid the candy stripe 
tape that had been put in, at one point, to 
make the path that much narrower. The 
results show that it didn’t catch anyone 
out. 
 
OS2 - New Langleys 
Last time I attempted this one I managed 
a 1, so thought that I knew what to do this 
time. In the queue we saw Francis 
Thomas and Hans Viertel make light work 
of the climb, which went over a shallow 
ford, short climb to a 90 left and around a 
dog leg right up over some exposed tree 
routes, which gets steeper as it gets 
higher. I found that I had no grip after the 
90 left and was stuck spinning for an 8. 
When the recovery hooked up to pull us 
out, the car had got pulled into a tree and 
the rope snapped. Luckily no damage to 
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the car though (but an automatic 12 
points for the recovery crew…?!)  
 
OS3 – Trevilla  
A lovely driver’s section with plenty of 
corners and a short steep climb to 
contend on a grassy bank. Most of the 
class claimed a 6 but there were a few 
who made the summit, including Steve 
Kingston in his well prepared MG midget. 
I had managed to get to the steep part, 
but not over it. Tyres were too hard I 
think.  
 
OS4 – Crackington  
An MCC favourite without the ‘extras’ 
placed on the section this time. Restart 
for all except class 1&2. As we got a 
puncture on the Lands End here, I was 
keen not to repeat it. It seemed dry 
enough, so crept up to the restart and got 
the rear wheel in a rut which I couldn’t get 
out of. Slight roll back and walked the rest 
of the way through. No punctures, happy 
with that.   
 
OS5 – Trehole  
A very short steep climb at the side of the 
field. Watched ‘The Mountain Goat’ stop 
at the 6 after a spirited attempt and get a 
well organized recovery from one of the 2 
tractors on duty. So tyre pressures went 
down further and it was easy off the start, 
bit of wheel spin lower part of the section, 
then it dried out toward the top for plenty 
of grip, straight through to finish.   
 
OS6 – Scarsick – clear the restart in 5 
secs 
A gradual incline with start line ‘A’, a 
restart and finish line ‘B’. The aim was to 
stop at the restart and pull away to clear 
the restart within five seconds. Bags of 
grip saw us do just that, no dramas. 
 
OS7 – Park Impossible  
Possibly my favourite hill and certainly 
one enjoyed by spectators. Unfortunately, 
Claire Rippon was one of them, after 
retiring her Beetle. The steep slippery 

climb, saw me try to gain as much speed 
and purchase from the start as I could 
muster. Somewhere around the restart, 
the speed reduced and my right foot got 
heavier. The wise words from the 
bouncer telling me to (unnaturally) “ease 
off a bit” to find grip saw us turn the top 
bend to nearly make the 2. Such fun. The 
hardest part though, is getting back down. 
It really is that steep and slippery!  
 
OS8 – Angel Steps  
Another Tamar favourite and a hill to be 
treated with respect. And by that I mean 
don’t tear off up the hill over the bumps, 
when the suspension is so hard, there is 
no chance of gaining grip after taking off 
and landing. This, however, is what I did, 
but, lesson learned (or is it?) for next 
year…maybe. Well done to Simon 
Hamer, though, who was the only class 5 
to reach the summit in his MX5. Nice to 
see it can be done. 
 
OS9 – Cory Hill  
A rough track with high walls, not too 
steep. Slow speed, picked my way 
through, no problems on this one. The 
results show everyone went clean. 
 
OS10 – Lew Wood 1  
A short, steep climb in the trees, with 
higher restart for 5, 6 &7 and lower for 8. 
It started on the track to give a short run 
up for the hill, over a bump and around 
the roots to stop at the restart. It was here 
I sat on a root and was unable to move 
off to claim a 4. Ryan Tonkin in his class 
4 Beetle displayed how to do it properly 
without running out of power.  
 
OS11 – Lew Wood 2  
A dry run up to a square right then a 
steeper climb up to the track. I took the 
square right at what I thought was a 
decent pace but struggled to find grip 
again, where it eventually ran out at the 3. 
Tyres too hard or too much throttle? I’m 
undecided.  
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Never mind, onto section 11, Polmorla, 
which claimed the first Camel casualty, 
Ian Davis’ VW Buggy experienced engine 
problems. Polmorla is another personal 
favourite of mine, a very hard, muddy 
tight section with very few of classes 1 – 7 
making it to the first corner, but well done 
to Ryan Tonkin in his class 4 Beetle for 
achieving a very respectable 5, and to 
Nick Farmer for navigating his ‘Stretch 
Limo’ around those corners and getting 
the best score on this hill. At this point 
Nick also had the lowest score in class 8. 
We arrived at section 12, Helligan 1 to be 
presented with a real treat for class 8, a 
wicked looking restart on the 12 marker. 
Chris and I were really pleased to achieve 
the best result here, reaching the 4 
marker and stopping at the steepest part 
of the hill - there was only one way down, 
well, two really, steering wheel and 
handbrake! We had gained 2 points over 
Adrian Marfell in his VW Special, but at 
this stage all class 8 scores were very 
close.  
 
Section 13, Helligan 2 was definitely 
unlucky for us, a steep, straight climb, 
rutted, with an option to straddle the track 
and fall in line nicely at the 6 marker. 
Sounds easy?.................. No! Gregory 
stopped dead at the 6 marker, I really 
thought she was finished for the day. One 
of Gregory’s tyres had parted company 
with its wheel. With our second puncture 
of the day, we had to be pushed manually 
to the foot of the hill. Now out of spares 
and left with just inner tubes, we were 
hoping for no more incidents of this 
nature. Luckily our hopes were granted. 
By the time we reached section 14,  
Shellwood we were hearing reports of 
lower classes struggling here with many 
collecting unwanted scores. At this point 
Adrian Marfell was leading class 8 by 5 
points, whilst Phillip Potter was forced to 
retire his lovely 1172cc Dellow due to 
engine problems. 
 

Onto what has become a memorable hill 
for me, section 15, Coldrinick Wood. My 
tyres were still being sympathetic, and we 
got off the restart to go on and clean the 
section and subsequently win class 8. 
With headlights now on as it was 
completely dark we were bringing up the 
rear of the trial, on first name terms and 
having a bit of friendly banter with the 
nice lads in the closing vehicle. 
 
After quite a long drive, we arrived at 
section 16, Penkestle. At the restart on a 
very steep right hand corner, only 3 cars 
got off, Tubby, Adrian Marfell and myself. 
We found ourselves at the top of a steep, 
muddy hill that was so dark we couldn’t 
see a thing. Luckily, the well-prepared 
marshal had a spotlight, with which he 
assisted us down the hill. Now we made 
our way to the last hill of a very 
challenging, tiring, but thoroughly 
enjoyable trial. 
 
Section 17, Clinnick. Another well talked 
about hill with its lose slippery stones and 
rocky terrain, it advances to an 
increasingly steep height and oversees a 
viaduct below. All around was complete 
darkness apart from the welcome glow of 
the Christmas lights draped alongside the 
track and in the trees. I know a fair bit of 
equipment travelled to Cornwall to enable 
light to be shed on Clinnick, so thanks to 
the afore mentioned marshalling team 
from Stroud for illuminating this rocky hill. 
Lots of competitors had become 
spectators here, as is the norm at the last 
hill of a trial. Nigel Moss was manning the 
restart, which proved to be more a 
momentum stopper than a tricky tyre 
burning exercise. I have it on good 
authority that both the SS1 Scimitar 
drivers, Aaron Haizelden and Keith 
Sanders had very good climbs here.  
 
We were now cold, muddy and relieved. 
A well-earned pint of Tribute at the 
Borough Arms was definitely calling us. 
Back at the pub, we signed off and 
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then after discovering we were unable to 
look at the hills before attempting to climb 
them, we got ourselves a mug of tea and 
waited for the off. 
 
The first section Vinegar Hill eased us 
gently into trialling mode and got some 
Cornish mud on Gregory’s tyres. So far, 
so good and onto section 2, The Actress 
and the first restart of the day which we 
did successfully. 
 
Now to section 3 Hustyn, which my dad 
Ian always used to come home from the 
Camel Trial and tell me about when I was 
younger. The first time I went to the trial 
as a passenger, my expectations of this 
section were high, and I certainly wasn’t 
disappointed! A very steep, daunting hill 
that all you can wish for is to climb well 
and go out of the top, or if this isn’t likely, 
you really would like not a 1 or 2, but a 4 
or a 5 score please. Teetering between 
the 2 and section clean markers is not for 
the faint hearted. Hustyn was fairly 
greasy, but cleaned by most in class 8, us 
included------- Phew! The climb of the day 
here must go to Tony Young in his class 4 
Beetle, being the only clean score outside 
of class 8. For us class 8s there was no 
section 4 as the classes were split here. 
We did a section called Mine Shaft which 
we climbed until we saw a flag being held 
above some greasy tree roots by Dick 
Bolt. At the drop of Dick’s flag, we 
managed to drive off the restart and on to 
a really steep summit. 
 
For us, the sixth, and in my opinion the 
best hill of the trial was Pump House 
climb. A very steep hill with class 8 
starting on a separate start line right at the 
foot of the hill, and although this was a 
challenging section, the majority of class 8 
cleaned it. 
 
We then went into Hay Wood to attempt 4 
sections, and after following a woodland 
track for some time, came upon section 7 
Hay Rake. The marshals here looked 
familiar! After giving a report of our 

performances so far to my uncle Nigel at 
the holding control, Terry Coventry on the 
radio, dad, Bryan Phipps and Gary 
Browning at the hill, my thoughts went 
back to last year and the 12 I collected 
here. My special thanks to Camel Vale 
Motor Club for providing a much easier 
start line this year. Dad was in charge of 
the restart, and after he dropped the flag 
we completed the section and on 
completion of the trial declared Hay Rake 
our easiest hill of the day although I 
believe lower classes had problems here. 
 
Onto section 8 Hay Wire, which had a 
class 8 only deviation. This usually 
creates images of all sorts of trials hill 
horrors rolled onto one piece of ground, 
but it didn’t prove too much of a problem 
for anyone. Looking at the results, it 
seems that the section all other classes 
did was possibly more difficult?  
 
Feeling optimistic about section 9 we 
arrived at Hay Fever, which was a straight 
fairly steep forest track with a sting in the 
tail. When approaching what we thought 
was the top of the section we realised that 
the 1 marker required some quick steering 
to reach.  
 
By the time we reached section 10 Hay 
Day conditions had deteriorated. It was 
raining, damp and winter darkness was 
slowly drawing near. Thank goodness for 
waterproof clothing! At the marshal’s 
signal we were off and all was going well 
until the class 8 restart reared its ugly 
head - just after the cross section of the 
track, positioned bang in the middle of 
some dreaded tree roots. We failed along 
with all the rest of class 8! As well as 
failing the restart here, out tyre was failing 
to hold air - we had our first puncture of 
the day. After selecting reverse gear and 
vacating the section we grabbed a 
sandwich: cheese, pickle and mud-the 
keen trialers favourite. Hay Day also 
claimed the first scores dropped by class 
8, many competitors had a clean sheet 
until now. 
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OS12 – Lew Wood 3  
Class 5 don’t seem to have the best 
record on this one. After having walked to 
the restart on Lew Wood 1, I thought the 
same could be done here, but with tyre 
pressures (again) a bit too hard, grip gave 
way near the bottom of the section and 
couldn’t be regained. Only a handful went 
clean, with another good drive from the 
other MX5.  
 
OS13 – The Ramps  
A muddy start between cones with a 
sharp right and short, steep climb of only 
a few metres. No wheelspin to start, then 
tried to drive up with caution, managed a 
1. Maybe a bit more throttle at the bottom 
could see the summit next year.  
 
OS14 – Allerford Rise  
Started on the flat and advanced slowly to 
the dry steep rise up on to the track and 
turned immediately left. No problems here 
for those that didn’t have to attempt a 
restart. No need to put air back in the 
tyres for the short trip through the woods 
to ST2 
 
ST2 – Lee Path  
Arrived in time to see a couple of cars 
attempt the test. Similar to the previous 
ST, start with wheels on ‘A’ and drive 
forward to stop astride ‘B’. The bit in 
between the two lines consisted of a 
muddy hairpin right, very short straight 
into a square left then almost immediately 

stop. Similar to the MCC Testing Trial the 
emphasis was on accuracy and precision 
over speed with penalties for those that 
touched any route marking or cones.  
 
With all that completed, it was back to 
Daws House to sign off at the Winds of 
Change Pub and have a last look at / 
admire the machinery before heading 
back home. Made it for tea time too, 
which made the wife happy, it all helps 
towards the discussion of which events I 
can enter!  
 
Lessons learnt – plenty really. This was 
only my 2nd ACTC event in the Mazda so, 
I suppose the most important thing is to 
continue to drive and learn and keep 
enjoying it.  
 
Big thanks to Simon Riddle and the team 
who put the event together and of course 
to all the marshals who kept it running 
with a smile, especially the marshal at the 
bottom of Angel Steps who efficiently 
dealt with the two way traffic (I was one of 
them).  
 

The 2014 Hardy Trial in  
Class 0 

by Michael Holden 
 

I  am a newcomer to trials and as a 
fairly new competitor this was my first 
Hardy trial and it seems I picked the 
wrong day. Apparently last year the 

weather was dry but this year floods were 
appearing on the local news. So we ar-
rived at the kart track in the old BMW 320. 

It is really too heavy but that 6 cylinder 
engine sounds great as it climbs. 
 
My first thoughts were what do I have to 
do to have a go round the kart track? 
Scrutineering was under cover thank 
goodness as heavy rain fell. The car in 
front was a Midget and the driver and 
passenger seemed soaked through al-
ready. We uttered silent thanks for a roof 
and heater. Signed on and found there 
were no restarts for our class - class 0 
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The rain then caused the first of many 
problems. The inside of the car had 
steamed up and the tape would not hold 
our prized number 68s to the front or rear 
windscreens. 
 
Started on time and got lost on the way to 
the first section. The navigator realised he 
had missed a line of instructions and 
made the next line fit where we were. This 
was not a good start. Taking the satnav 
route towards the next village on the route 
we just happened to find a queue of trials 
cars at the side of the road. In the best 
British tradition we joined the queue and 
found that it was for section 1. Purely by 
chance we had regained the route. 
 
On Telegraph Hill the engine bogged 
down and would not rev towards the end 
of the section so we scored a 1. Thanks to 
the marshal who helped push us out, but 
it was not too good a start for us. 
 
 
The route to section 2 Chalkcliff was in-
credibly slippery. As we pulled into a field 
a Beetle was stuck across the track. He 
got it going only to slide serenely side-
ways a few more yards on. Warned by 
him of the treachery underfoot we kept 
well to one side and parked against a 
fence. My passenger would not open his 
door to check tyre pressures, as he com-
plained the fence was electrified. Just 
getting to the section proved tricky and a 
communal pushing session with those 
around us ensued and soon spinning 
wheels had liberally spread fine Dorset 
mud over passenger’s trousers. The rain 
had eased off though. The section was 
equally lacking in grip and we scored a 9. 
 
The first special test was on the side of a 
sloping grass field. From line A to B was 
no problem but the slope meant that the 
journey of about 10 yards to C somehow 
involved pointing at A again. Eventually C 
was reached and reverse engaged. For-

ward again briefly and then no more. D 
was uphill somewhere but a detour down-
hill and behind the waiting queue let us 
find enough virgin ground to climb to D. I 
think our time was measured on a calen-
dar! On to nearby section 4 Hogcliff where 
an 11 was scored. None of the other cars 
around us (who seemed more competi-
tive) could make it to section 5 so we 
simply did not try. Perhaps not the true 
mindset of the triallist but the mud on nav-
igator’s trousers was starting to set in the 
blast of the super-efficient BMW heater 
and moving was proving tricky. 
 
Section 6 Nick’s Pits revealed a rare sight. 
Cars were going every which way to get 
from the approach track to the section 
about 25 yards up a grass bank. All those 
around us were trying a variety of routes 
and techniques to reach the start. It took 
us a long run up from the wrong direction 
and then a 3-point turn to stop at the start 
line. When told to go forward progress 
amounted to about 6 inches despite ener-
getic bouncing. Section 7 on the same 
patch of land was missed simply because 
the navigator/pusher had started to run 
out of steam. 
 
Section 8 Chilcombe showed that motor-
sport can be enjoyed in a variety of ways. 
The section was marked by stakes up a 
side sloping grass field. As we watched 
any car that made it to the half way point 
simply went sideways as gravity refused 
to be cheated. The farmer in his big trac-
tor was having a great day towing out 
many cars and we soon joined the list. His 
grin and cheerful chat made it all worth-
while. 
 
Section 9 Boarsbarrow again needed 
communal pushing to achieve a start. 
Perhaps a 10 was scored and then re-
verse down the hill to get stuck again on 
the access track. Several marshals on the 
tow rope in best Ben Hur style got it mov-
ing. Thank you again. 
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we had our first restart. It proved to be a 
stopper for some, but I was pleased to 
clean it with the aid of a good bouncer. 
 
Haywire was next. In previous years this 
section was known for not causing any 
problems, but not this year! Well done to 
Ryan Tonkin and Tony Young for being 
the only cars to clean it. Mike Ellis, Ben 
Tonkin and I had to give our engines a bit 
of cooling down time at the end of this 
section. Maybe next year we might have 
a chance at the class 8 alternative? 
 
Hayfever, section 9, was a fairly 
straightforward climb with a hairpin right 
at the 1 marker. Hayday was a very 
similar section. Mike Ellis was the only 
class 6 Beetle to make the hairpin and 
clean this section. 
 
Section 11 was Polmorla. On arrival at 
this section we were informed that no car 
had turned into the corner. Classes 1-5 
had a straight up climb, but 6, 7 and 8 
had the deviation. We are delighted to 
say that that we were the only class 6 to 
achieve this and get to the 7 marker. 
Unfortunately here Brian and Kirsty 
Andrew retired with clutch problems. 
 
Next were the two Heligan sections. We 
had an excellent climb to the top on 
Heligan 1, which is always something to 
get your teeth into. Heligan 2 is always a 
slippery climb and we tried to keep out of 
the ruts. This we were unable to do, 
scoring a 7. Ben Tonkin followed us and 

he managed to stay out of the ruts and 
get to the 5 marker. 
 
Section 14 was Shellwood. Last year we 
had an excellent climb here – my wife 
describing this as the best climb of all the 
trials she has done! This was going to be 
difficult to repeat – the conditions were 
worse and we got a puncture. However 
we were pleased to reach the 7 marker. 
 
Coldrink Wood followed and it was a 
pleasure to Bill and Liz Bennett 
marshalling. This is quite a winding hill 
where you hit a bog mid-section, which 
needs plenty of momentum to get 
through. Only three class 6 cars managed 
to clean it – Ben Tonkin, Stephen Glover 
and me. 
 
Section 16 was Penkestle. On approach 
to this section across the valley we could 
see Clinnick, lit by an array of lights, what 
a sight to see! Penkestle proved to be a 
slippery challenge and under the watchful 
eye of the marshal Mr Bolt we managed a 
clean. 
 
Clinnick is a very steep, stoney climb and 
with daylight failing most failures were 
near the top. With only eight clears this 
section is still proving to be a challenge. It 
was then back to the pub for the results 
and to tell tall tales! 
 
Congratulations to Keith Sanders on 
winning the Dave Keat Trophy for best 
overall. 

Camel Classic Trial 2014 
by Joshua Moss 
 

N ot too early a start on Sunday 
morning, as we had a very late 
number. My passenger Chris 
Ferin and I dressed in our best 

waterproof clothing to protect us from the 
rugged Cornish countryside in winter. We 
grabbed our bag of edible goodies, 

climbed into Gregory, fired her up and left 
Hengar Manor heading for the Roche 
victory hall start. 
 
We passed a few competitors on route, 
included fellow Stroud competitor Joe 
Browning in his class 6 Beetle. At the 
start we didn’t see too many competitors, 
as we were almost the last car. 
Scrutineering was very efficient and easy, 
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better of me and resulted in being 
wedged on a grass bank. Time for 
another tow! 
 
Alongside being the last competitor of the 
day and our quick repair session on the 
petrol tank, we were now running pretty 
late and had got to know the closing car 
quite well! We headed for the picnic area 
control and skipped our lunch break to try 
and catch up with everyone else. 
 
With our new knowledge of even lower 
tyre pressures, we completed special test 
2 with no problems - until we got to the 
top! Unfortunately upon pulling away from 
the end of the section, the car made a 
clanking noise like I’ve never heard 
before and refused to go anywhere. 

Trying again, we managed to creep 
forwards slightly but it was clear we had 
no proper drive and weren’t going 
anywhere fast. The competitor ahead of 
us appeared on the hill, and informed us 
he was the other BMW driver who’d also 
encountered the same problem! So two 
poorly BMWs rolled backwards down the 
hill, sharing the disappointment that the 
day was over for us. 
 
We managed to roll to a convenient stop 
by Blagdon Lake, which was actually very 
scenic indeed. We watched the sun set 
over the water whilst waiting for recovery 
and reflecting on what had been a fun but 
eventful first Allen Trial. 

The 2014 Camel Classic 
by Andrew Rippon 
 

W e ended the trialling year 
with our nearest classic trial. 
This is an event we all look 
forward to and once again 

we were not disappointed. Travelling to 
the start the rain was horrendous, but we 
were hoping that the forecast would be 
true to its word and would brighten 
shortly and it did. 
 
Section 1 was Vinegar Hill. This is a fairly 
straightforward climb, but also something 
to get your teeth into. This year it was 
under the control of Norman and Yvonne 
Tonkin. Ben Tonkin returned from the 
section with a shredded fan belt, asking 
me if I had a spare – not only did I loan 
him an engine, but needed to carry 
spares for him as well……………….. lol! 
 
The Actress was next and this was the 
first time we’ve done this section without 
a restart as we are now in class 6. We 
cleaned it with no problems, but no one in 
class 7 got off the restart. 

Section 3 was Hustyn, which caused a 
few failures around the 3 marker. We 
were clean, but there were more 
problems for Ben with a broken earth 
strap. Now this is something I don’t carry, 
but perhaps I now need to! With the help 
of Mike Ellis and a spectator we made a 
temporary repair. Section 4 was for 
classes 1-5 only. 
 
Mineshaft, section 5, was for classes 6, 
7, and 8. There was a slight delay as a 
car was being towed out of the section 
with a broken driveshaft. This section 
also caused quite a few problems around 
the 3 marker, but most Beetles went clear 
here, under the watchful eye of Dick Bolt. 
Next was Pump House and this section 
always provides some of the action and 
this year was no exception. I was happy 
to get a 3, but it felt like a 2. However the 
marshal’s word is always right and should 
not be influenced by the spectators. 
 
Section 7 was Hayrake and there is 
always a delay here, as there is a three 
cars in and three cars out rule. Once 
again it was a pleasure to see members 
of Stroud & District MC marshalling. Here 
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Section 10 was cancelled because of the 
weather so along to No 11 Meerhay. The 
navigator thought he had cleaned this 
many years ago on a Yamaha but could-
n’t remember any useful details. The 
usual do or die approach seemed to work 
as we climbed over the rough stony sur-
face. Being thrown around is acceptable 
if forward progress is being made. How-
ever as we reached the restart there was 
a loud bang and no more movement. We 
had simply struck a rock too hard and 
been robbed of all momentum. We re-
versed halfway down and had a first 
class view of the next few cars before 
running downhill to the start. 
 
A marshal told us the next section had 
closed so we went directly to the last 
section 13a Coombe Barn. 
 
Access again resulted in communal 
pushing. Just for a change though a tow 
from one of the last competitors in his 
Land Rover. This got us to the top of the 
access track but we now had to go down-
hill. It looked steep and very slippery and 
was. Everything locked we slithered to 
the bottom and turned off for the class 0 
section. It was a sticky climb on which we 
scored a 9. 
 
 

The light was failing and the rain had 
returned so it was good to have only a 
short drive to the finish. 
 
The weather increased the difficulty of 
the sections and access tracks to the 
point where we and other class 0 com-
petitors struggled. However, the marshals 
stuck to their posts cheerfully and long 
past the expected  closing times for their 
sections 

Hardy Trial 16th November 
2014  

by Phil Potter 
 

T his was my first Hardy Trial as 
driver probably for some 20 
years, with my newly restored 
Dellow MKII on its second trial. 

In principle whilst hoping the car had no 
issues to iron out, I was sure there would 
be something, and of course there was. 
 
The start is always good to say hello to 
some old friends and regulars. For me 

this is so important in our world of 
trialling. 
 
Scrutineering and signing on duly 
completed in the clubhouse, the 
important ritual of the bacon bap was 
completed. Start time coming up fast we 
joined the queue ‘in the rain’.  
 
Section 1 Telegraph Hill – being near 
the end of the field, the inevitable queue 
had formed here, but this quickly cleared. 
The hill was what I call a pleasant opener 
with no issues for us, barring two milk 
tankers and a horse box wanting to pass 
whilst we were in the queue. 

 

Last chance to buy a 
2015 ACTC calendar 

 
There are only three 

left. £9 to include 
postage. 

 
pat@toulmin.info 

 
01789 731332 
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Section 2 Chalk Cliff – A long descent 
along tracks and field lead to this section. 
Hearing aggressive engine noises on the 
way set the scene in one’s mind “slippery, 
steep and interesting”, we were not to be 
disappointed, as we saw most entrants 
returning to the foot of the section. All I 
can say it that we gave it our best, but we 
also returned down to the start. Nice 
section. Look forward to another try next 
year! 
 
Section 2A Sargys – By the time we 
arrived this section had been cancelled 
due to its wet and dangerous nature. 
 
Section 3 Coombe Link – Moving on we 
arrived at section 3, a muddy straight line 
climb, not too steep but exceptionally 
slippery. Class 8 was blessed with a well-
positioned restart that with some 
disappointment we failed to even move off 
the line. We moved on to the next section 
with more optimism. 
 
Hoggs Cliffe Special Test – This was 
laid out on a slippery grass hillside slope, 
with what seemed, when reading the 
instructions a complicated test. In reality 
the layout was straight forward, although 
the greasy conditions for us to complete 
the test in a timely fashion! 
 
Section 4 Hoggs Cliffe -  Following 
across fields brought us to Hoggs Cliffe, 
and interesting visual section with 2 steep 
short climbs. Seeing others fail to get out 
of the first steep slope gave some 
concern. In reality the Dellow found grip 
and with the front airborne some of the 
time, we cleared the section. This felt 
good for me! 
 
Section 5 – was cancelled again due to 
the conditions. 
 
Section 6 Nicks Pits - I remember little of 
this section other than it posed no 
problems for us. 
 

Section 7 Nicks Pits2 – What a lovely 
section this was. Watching others to 
understand the best technique to 
approach this hill gave us an incline that 
there was a steerage issue on the first 
tight left hand turn. Our attempt at this left 
us with the same problems as others 
around the 10 marker that the car 
dropped off line and I was unable to 
negotiate the left turn. Watching Duncan 
Stephens made it look easy as he cleared 
the section in his Dutton. At this point my 
faithful 1172cc Ford engine developed a 
misfire which I still need to resolve. 
 
Section 8 Chilcombe – Chilcombe the 
impossible! Basically this was a long 
shallow climb across an extremely muddy 
field track with a steep left incline through 
a gate at the end. Whilst we were waiting, 
I saw no one get anywhere near the gate. 
This was a 2nd gear climb for us finally 
ending in the same position as all others. 
If only it had been drier……? 
 
Section 9 Boarsbarrow – Arrive at 
Boarsbarrow we were greeted by Alan 
Foster informing us that he believed, most 
if any were not getting to or past the 
restart line. Good news then. Starting on a 
blind bend we were confronted by a very 
steep climb and looking for the class 8 
restart box. This was very near the end of 
the section on the steepest part. I was 
pleased that we managed to get to the 
restart box and pull away for 3 feet or so 
but were unable to clear the section. Nice 
hill, look forward to next year! 
 
Section 10 Knowle Lane – section 
cancelled. 
 
Special Test 2 – This was the classic 
special test with 4 lines to cross. The 
surface here was interestingly rough and 
rocky, a good test for the transmission.  A 
perfect test if you don’t have problems 
with the start flag signal as we did. 
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The 2014 Allen Trial 
by Sarah Holden 

 

H aving only entered a handful of 
MCC trials before, I must admit 
it took some convincing from my 
dad and brother (rather more 

seasoned triallers) that I should enter the 
Allen Trial. Feeling that it would be good 
practice before the MCC Exeter Trial in 
January, we rolled in to the scrutineering 
on a very misty Sunday morning in our 
1989 BMW E30 320i, to be told that 
someone had already got stuck in the mud 
in front of us - I could tell it was going to be 
a fun day! 
 
Section 1 (Tog Hill) was a good 
introduction, a nice and muddy long track 
that we sailed up with ease. We actually 
ended up getting more stuck after the 
section finished at the top! With a mud 
spattered windscreen we were off to 
Section 2 (Bitton Lane). 
 
Admittedly I didn’t get us in the best 
position on the start line, but thanks to 
plenty of rocking around in the back from 
my navigator, we were off! We made it to 
the restart on the bend with no issues, but 
our victory was short lived as we were 
unable to get going again. Rolling right 
down to the start allowed us enough 
momentum to at least get to the top and 
head towards Section 3. 
 
Whilst queuing at Guys Hill we could hear 
the scream of engines ahead. There was 
quite a queue too, so we were prepared 
for a bit of a challenging one! Just in front 
of us was competitor number 77, who 
kindly warned us about a tricky restart. We 
found we were also in the presence of a 
celebrity vehicle, as their orange Beetle 
was the car used when the TV program 
Fifth Gear took part in the MCC Exeter 
Trial (the footage is on YouTube and well 
worth a watch!) When it came to the 
section, we only made it number 9 - 

nowhere near the restart so this didn’t 
cause us problems anyway! 
 
On to Section 4 (Travers Hill) and still 
plenty of mist despite it being near midday 
now. (Unfortunately the mud got the better 
of us here, as we ran out of momentum 
and had to be towed to the top by one of 
the helpful Land Rovers. 
 
Shortly after our tow we were into the 
infamous Ubley Woods, which I’d heard a 
lot about - and for good reason! I’ve had 
little experience of driving in such slippery 
muddy conditions, so the car was rolling 
all over the place - and that was just trying 
to get to the first section! After failing 
Ubley 1 by getting stuck on a hump, 
number 2 didn’t go too smoothly either. It 
took some time to even get lined up to the 
start for Ubley 3, where the marshal gave 
us some incredibly invaluable advice on 
tyre pressure. We’d assumed 8 psi (where 
allowed) was low enough to give us grip, 
but the experienced marshal advised that 
was still far too much and to drop it down 
to 4 psi. This really seemed to do the job, 
as we sailed up Ubley 3 with no issues. 
This could have also been down to the sun 
being in my eyes and not seeing a thing - I 
blindly stuck my boot on the floor and went 
for it! 
 
Whilst travelling to Ubley 4, two marshals 
waved us down to alert us to a leak 
coming from the back of the car. Rather 
panicked, we jumped out quickly and 
discovered it was petrol. My ace navigator 
and mechanic quickly identified the cause 
of the problem - as we’d hit the bottom of 
the petrol tank on something, we’d caused 
a large dent, significantly reducing the 
capacity of the tank. This had caused the 
petrol to be displaced and over flow, 
although this was soon resolved with the 
assistance of a large rubber mallet! Luckily 
we were able to continue, so we geared 
ourselves up for Ubley 4, although the 
reversing uphill on the special test got the 
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Section 11 Meerhay – Meerhay brought 
fond memories of the MCC Exeter trial for 
us, whilst completing in previously owned 
Dellows and Trojan cars. This time we 
had the privilege of daylight and bright 
skies. I always regard Meerhay as a 
pleasant drive, although the class 8 
restart was positioned on the most rocky 
outcrop of the section. This proved 
reasonably straightforward providing your 
positioning was correct. 
 
Section 12 Butts Lane - hill was 
cancelled just as we arrived, we were told 

too many failures falling into a large hole 
causing recovery issues. Shame. 
 
Section 13B Mike’s Mess – lots of 
failures here, a greasy start but we 
thought we might get through the early 
mire only stopping at 9, and then backing 
down. Taking the exit route took us past 
the top of the section which looked 
interesting and exceptionally sticky. Here 
we saw Dudley Sterry being towed out 
the final part of the section. The results 
indicated that only one car completed the 
section all day. Well done Mr. Talbot. 

 
A er all the Winter’s serious trialling compe on is over, Windwhistle Motor 

Club have a date for your diary.  
 

April 19th 2015 (2 weeks a er the Lands End)  

The Bovey Down Trial 
 
Held in the woods (well mainly a hillside now due to harvesting) used on the MCC 
Exeter trial that contains Normans Hump and Clinton near Seaton in Devon.  
 
This single venue trial is not only a fun event, it is especially good for first timers to have 
a go in the Novice class (there is an award). Non licence holders are also permitted. 
Experienced crews can also use it as a test bed for new equipment.  
 
No road mileage, plenty of parking, catering by the local carnival club and a Loo make it 
a comfortable and fun day out.  
 
There should be around 20 sections to attempt, with results compiled on the day.  
 
For more details please contact paul.b.brooks@live.co.uk and we’ll add you to the list to 
receive the regs as soon as they’re available.  
 

23 

A Tail-enders Tale on the 2014 
Allen Trial 

by John Guy  
 

7.15am on a misty Sunday morning saw 
our 2 car convoy from Salisbury 
presented for scrutineering. Malcolm and 
Mike (Suzuki X90) have both driven the 
Allen a few times before, and Malcolm 
was coming off a third in class on the 
recent Hardy Trial in his Marlin. John and 
Jeremy (Toyota MR2 Mark 1) are new to 
the Allen, although John has driven about 
a dozen other events. Jeremy was a total 
trials’ virgin, but as a qualified civil 
engineer, is used to playing around in 
mud.   
 
The history of the event was apparent 
when talking to Tony Young at 
scrutineering. Apparently, this was Tony’s 
55th attempt at the event. Clearly practice 
makes perfect, as he came 8th overall and 
1st in class 4 in his VW Beetle. Bristol 
Motor Club and friends do well to organise 
the event, and their PR evidently keeps 
most of the same sections in play year 
after year. 
 
The Bull at Hinton is a great venue for the 
start, and after enjoying a bacon butty, we 
set off in the mist and cloud for Tog Hill, a 
straightforward section to get us all 
warmed up. Bitton Hill was much more 
difficult, and both our cars, along with 
another 18 entries, all failed the restart. 
As my surname is Guy and Guy’s Hill is 
obviously ‘my’ hill, I hoped to score well, 
but only 9 cars went clear – and I wasn’t 
one of them! Next up was Travers, which 
was pretty rough and very slippery, and 
along with 23 others, we failed to get off 
the restart. 
 
By the time we arrived at the Ubley 
Woods complex, the mist and cloud had 
been burnt off by the sun, and the views 
down the valley towards Chew Valley 
were spectacular. 

The four sections and the special test at 
Ubley were very slippery with the mud 
and wet grass giving minimal grip. 
Experience of production car trials, low 
tyre pressures and a good bouncer are 
probably the key to finding traction here. 
16 cars did very well to clear all 4 
sections. We weren’t amongst them, and 
had to call on a recovery Landrover to 
extract us from the mire. Regular Allen 
competitors might know their way round 
the maze of little tracks and clumps of 
gorse in this area. Better signing of fail 
routes would have helped us, however, 
and avoided quite a bit of wasted time. 
 
With only 15 minutes at Chew Valley to 
grab a sandwich and enjoy the sunshine, 
we went on via ST2 to Burledge, where 
12 cars were caught out at the restart. 
Regrettably, I was one of them. Mill Lane 
and Uplands were slippery but easier, 
with Big Uplands being cancelled for 
classes 7 and 8. The last section, John 
Walker is clearly a feature of the event, 
and was muddy, slippery and rough. This 
was a wild ride for our MR2, and the sump 
guard took a bit of a beating, but like the 
majority of the entry, we cleaned the 
section. 
 
So, for the four of us it was an enjoyable, 
well organised, but tricky event. Marshals 
and helpers did a great job, as did the 
Landrover recovery teams and the staff at 
the Bull. One small criticism concerns a 
minority of fellow competitors who were 
guilty of blocking the full width of the route 
when stopping to sort out tyres. This 
happened a number of times, and we 
weren’t the only entrants who were held 
up.  
 
Our two cars started with consecutive 
numbers and coincidentally, finished in 
consecutive positions – but some way 
down the field. Tail-enders we might be, 
but I’m sure we’ll be back for another try 
at the challenge presented by Pete Hart 
and friends. But I don’t think we’ll manage 
another 54 attempts.  
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splattering them with mud being a 
consideration, possibly they were 
worried about sliding over or 
getting stuck themselves. It did 
take four people to free Toby and 
the bike. The cars along later must 
have been interesting to move.  
 
Hopefully George and Celia in the 
Reliant got stuck near the bottom. 
[Since originally writing this I did 
check the Reliant’s progress – 
they beat us on that hill too]. 
 
We slid our way round the 55 
miles to the end without getting 
the spanners out and only two of 
us fell off (or admitted to falling 
off). The kick-starter broke on the 
Matchless but as it could be bump 
started and no tools were 
unpacked it didn’t count as a 
breakdown.  
 
This is the third time I have done 
the Hardy trial, and it was certainly 
the most difficult year because of 
the mud. Each time it has been  

 

friendly and well run 
and I’ll look forward 
to it again next year. 
Giving up a Sunday 
to stand in the rain to 
marshal is certainly 
appreciated, but I 
also appreciate the 
work that goes on 
throughout the year 
so that this and other 
ACU trials can 
actually take place.  

Toby bogged down 

Dan, Toby & Matt 
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Hardy Trial 2014 by Dan 
Barratt on a 1943 Matchless 
G3L 
 

G osh it was raining hard at 5:45 
when the alarm went off in the 
morning. It was an easy 
decision to change the plans 

from a 20 mile ride to the start, to a 20 
mile drive to the start. Four of us entered 
together; me on a 70 year old rigid 
Matchless, Toby on a 1955 Enfield trials 
Bullet, Richard on a road-going Bullet and 
Matt on a well-used Japanese trail bike. 
Toby and I live close together so travelled 
up in a car with the heater on, unloaded, 
signed on, had a bacon sandwich and cup 
of coffee. Just as we were draining the 
last of the coffee a somewhat damp, 
(actually very damp), Richard and Matt 
arrived on bikes … with only 10 minutes 
to go before they were due to start. 
 
Moral wasn’t high with the damper 
members of our group but after some 
discussion Richard decided that it would 
be worth entering anyhow, despite being 
wet, late, hungry and on the least suitable 
bike in the whole the trial. Entering on a 
road bike may have been OK in the dry, 
but would certainly be difficult in the mud. 
The same bike got him back from India a 
few years ago so how difficult would be to 
persuade it round a mere 55 miles of 
Dorset?  
 
Our group picked up another member at 
the start, Simon who I met on the 
Arbuthnot trial earlier this year on a very 
nicely sorted Matchless.  
 
Toby has only ever done one trial before, 
and that was in the dry. Generally an old 
heavy Bullet isn’t considered the ideal 
bike to learn on. He was chuffed to clear 
the first few sections. Richard got to the 
top with only some light paddling 
assistance.   
 

The first half of the trial also went well. 
The rain stopped. Richard scooted up all 
the sections, most of us cleared the rest, 
Simon disappeared down a badger hole 
on Nicks Pits 1 much to his surprise, and 
possibly the badger..? 
 
I probably won the prize on the first 
special test for throwing up the most mud, 
making a lot of noise and not going very 
fast. I was however going too fast to stop 
astride the line, so decided to try and slow 
down quicker by going sideways rather 
than overshoot the mark. This wasn’t as 
well executed as planned so it was jump 
off or fall off. I didn’t get a penalty so it 
seems that you are allowed to stop while 
not actually on the bike - as long as the 
axles are either side of line D. I’m not sure 
what the rules are about stopping in the 
right place but lying on the ground. 
 
When we saw the results of the second 
special test Toby’s time was so slow that 
we thought he must have stopped for a 
cup of tea mid test, then we remembered 
that he’d stopped for a rest in the hedge 
half way up.  
 
The second half of the trial was less 
successful for most of us. On two very 
muddy sections all 5 of us were beaten by 
the Reliant which we took as slightly 
humbling. In fact we only saw the Reliant 
attempt two sections so it’s possibly they 
beat us on more sections than that. I 
won’t check the results in case it turns out 
that it’s true.  
 
Chilcombe was very slippery. We all got 
stuck in much the same place. Toby made 
a valiant effort, remaining vertical with feet 
on the pegs even when he had come to a 
halt. We suspect that this was more due 
to suction than superior balance. The 
Bullet was stuck enough not to want to roll 
back downhill let alone uphill or sideways 
off the section. 3 rather reluctant marshals 
slowly made their way to help, possibly 
visions of a spinning rear wheel 
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