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Those of you who read Restart from page to page………………? will have noticed that I 
usually put the reports in date order. This time it wasn’t possible due to various 
circumstances, for which I apologise. 
 
The Midland Automobile Club, who as you know now run the Clee Hills Trial, are much 
more well known for speed hill climbing, but in 1907 they ran a reliability trial. This year 
classic stalwarts from the club arranged a re-run in April, as the club’s archives have the 
details of the route (and the details of the entrants). Jonathan and I were entered for this 
in our Lotus Elan +2, but as J was unwell we postponed our involvement to the middle of 
May. 
 
The route was 124 miles in 2014, but 110.5 miles in 1907, and went from Bala in North 
Wales. A round trip took us back to Bala via beautiful Welsh scenery. It took in Betwys-y
-Coed, Llanberis Pass, Caernarfon and Porthmadog.   
 
It wasn’t just the difference in the distance that interested us (partly due to a short detour 
as a road was closed, but mainly because the old route ran along a road that is now 
many feet underwater). How different the roads must have been. We were discussing 
this as we drove along, in the old days there would be no tarmac, a much narrower road, 
hardly any traffic signs, no road markings, few fuel stations etc etc and then a 44-ton 
truck came the other way—what would the Edwardian drivers have made of that!!  
 
Also we decided we wouldn’t like to do the pass with Edwardian brakes!! It’s a different 
world. Jonathan has a 1909 OS map, based on a 1903 survey and there is no A5. 
 
It took us all day, but only because we had a pub lunch and a ride on the Ffestiniog 
railway before going back to Bala—wonder how long it took the Edwardians? The steam 
engine on the railway nearly broke down on us—but that’s another story. 
 
The details of the 1907 trial are in the MAC’s centenary book ‘Ton Up’, which is still 
available. 
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GILES’ 
JOTTINGS 
 
It seems that June is now upon us and the 
summer break has begun. Whereas this 
used to start at the end of April once the 
Kyrle had taken place, we are now 
fortunate to have two additional events to 
enjoy during May. The Ilkley Trial has 
been running for a few years and has 
become a welcome addition to our 
championships and this year we have 
seen the Durham Dales inaugural event. 
By all accounts it seems to have been a 
great success and hopefully will become a 
future championship round, further 
expanding the choice for those who live 
“up North”. 
 
June also sees the annual awards dinner 
and dance. 2014 marks the 30th year of 
the car championships (the bike leagues 
didn’t begin until the mid-nineties) and it 
will also be the 35th anniversary of the 
ACTC itself.  There should still be time to 
get your tickets for the one occasion in the 
year when all ACTC members can get 
together and talk a good trial even when 
not on one! Remember this is not just a 
night for the award winners, but for all 
members, friends and relatives to enjoy 
themselves away from the mud and hills. 
 
Turning to more organisational matters we 
recently had one of our two annual ACTC 
meetings where the various pros and cons 
of existing regulations and possible future 
rules were discussed. 
 
As I have alluded to before, these 
changes typically come from the clubs of 
which you are the members. If there is 
something you are not happy with 
therefore, make sure your club delegate 
knows and is in attendance. If they can’t 
make it, then why not ask to be present 
yourself.  

At this recent meeting, only ten clubs were 
represented and with some very close 
voting at times, just one or two more 
delegates may have completely changed 
some of the decisions, or alternatively re-
enforced the prevailing view. I can’t 
therefore say this enough, that it is YOU, 
who ultimately has the greatest say in the 
way the sport is run.  
 
To hopefully encourage competing 
members to participate in this process 
further, we are going to trial a separate 
committee made up of one or two 
competitors from each class. The idea will 
be that through these representatives, 
details of what is and isn’t working for their 
specific class can be expressed along with 
what changes may encourage more 
entries on the events. Ideally, in order to 
get a balanced view, we would like a 
broad range of trials drivers, not just the 
most competitive riders/drivers airing their 
views. After all, this is about the whole 
class, from seasoned competitors to the 
first time entrant. 
 
There is the risk we are just going to get 
opposing views on the running of the sport 
from each class and competitor, but it may 
just provide an alternative perspective for 
some of the organisers, which will 
ultimately prove beneficial to their 
planning. Further details will follow. 
 
The meeting also saw the creation of a 
new role within the ACTC and I’d like to 
welcome Keith Sanders as our new 
marketeer. This is to encourage new 
members into the sport, as well as 
hopefully engaging with existing members. 
So if you have any ideas, or know of any 
shows, publications, or events that may be 
beneficial to Keith in spreading the word in 
relation to our unique sport, then please 
let him know. In a similar vein, you may 
have seen our new website is up and 
running. Once again, many thanks to 
James Shallcross for all his hard work.   
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Sect’
s 

Spin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s May and the trialing year has reached 
the summer break finishing with the new 
Durham Dales Trial. I have only read a 
few reports of this new trial but the event 
generally seems to have been enjoyed by 
those who competed. Well done Durham 
Auto Club for putting on a new event ‘up 
north’. 
 
I am sorry that I was not in attendance at 
the last Council meeting. It looked from 
the agenda and the resulting minutes that 
it was a very busy and rewarding 
afternoon. The new rule requiring agenda 
items to be with me 6 weeks before the 

meeting seems to have worked well and I 
was able to circulate the agenda for 
discussion in good time.  
 
The very wet winter and heavy rain the 
week before and on the Saturday night 
resulted in what I believe was the wettest 
ever Kyrle Trial. However we ran all 16 of 
the planned sections and the trial 
eventually finished on time. There was a 
little confusion on the first section, Griffins 
Grove, at Monmouth when I forgot to put 
up an arrow pointing to the failures route. 
The marshals eventually worked out what 
to do and were able to point the ‘lost’ in 
the correct direction. Getting between all 
three sections in Monmouth was almost a 
trial in itself but all who went into the 
woods eventually found their way back 
out. The wet conditions meant that a few 
of our old favourite hills were unclimbed 
this year. When I eventually caught up 
with Clerk of Course Derek Tyler on the 
last section he was smiling, always a 
good sign. Can I thank the clubs that sent 
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along marshals to help on the Kyrle, 
especially Stroud, Bristol and MAC.  
 
Scrutineering. For many years we have 
been very lucky to have John and June 
Blakely as the official ACTC scrutineers. 
Until recently they scrutineered all the 
ACTC events. But due to changed 
circumstances they have not been able to 
officiate at all the events for the past two 
years. This has required clubs to find their 
own scrutineers and as in the case of my 
club we have used the two MSA 
registered scrutineers that are club 
members. This then means that you have 
officials who are very conversant with the 
MSA technical regulations but are not 
regular trials people. End result is some 
differences of opinion on what is, or is not, 
acceptable. So drivers be warned, you 
might not always get the friendly faces of 
John and June at the front of the 
scrutineering line. So be prepared to 
make some changes to your car. 
 
Since I wrote my last ‘Spin’ I have been 
lucky to make visits to two car factories in 
the UK. I visited the Chinese owned MG 
factory at Longbridge and the BMW 
owned Rolls Royce factory at Chichester. 
Very surprisingly there is not a lot of 
difference between how these factories 
work. In both cases large parts of the 
bodywork and running gear is shipped in 
from overseas and the car is mainly just 
assembled. RR do all the paintwork, 
woodwork and leather trim in house. Both 
brands are made on high tech production 
lines where all components arrive just in 
time and quality is the top priority. So the 
manufacturing is very similar but the end 
product is very different. Actually seeing 
about 100 brand new Rolls Royce in one 
place is quite a mind boggling experience. 
 
I was not at the last Council meeting as I 
was away up in Scotland acting as one of 
the travelling marshal crews on the 
Scottish Malts classic rally. I have 
previously written about Scotland but 

again I must say what a wonderful place 
to visit at the end of April and early May. 
The weather was again just fantastic and 
the roads traffic free and what roads. 
Miles of single track A roads with passing 
places makes for great touring. Such a 
shame that there is no classic trialing in 
Scotland. I do know you would love it up 
there. 
 
I write this just after the Spring Bank 
Holiday and had an enjoyable weekend of 
motor sport. The Sunday was spent at the 
Prescott Hill Climb where my main 
interest was a pal racing a modern 
Morgan 3 wheeler in amongst all the pre 
war 3 wheelers. He managed a second in 
his class and the trike looked impressive. 
There were some other great climbs; 
Dave Wall in his immaculate Mk.1 Escort 
looked good. The following day I went to 
watch a pre 85 motorcycle scramble. Now 
the last time I was at a scramble was way 
back in the late 60s when my club 
regularly ran scrambles at Howle Hill near 
Ross-on-Wye. In fact it’s thanks to those 
scrambles that the club owns its own club 
house. The income from the scrambles 
paid for the building. But I digress, again I 
was supporting a pal who was racing a 
1974 CZ 250cc bike. The races were well 
organised with lots of great bikes I 
remember from the past, Triumph 
Metisse, BSA, Jawa, and a wide range of 
early Japanese bikes. The highlight for 
me was the sidecar races and the sight 
and sound of a 1000cc Yamaha Wasp. 
Altogether some great racing with very 
friendly competitors. Go and watch if there 
is one on near you. 
 
Enjoy the summer break, fettle that bike 
or car so it’s in perfect condition for the 
restart of trials.  
 
Finally, the next council meeting is on 
Sunday 7th September and if you want 
any topic included on the agenda it must 
be with me by 27th July. 
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Midland Automobile Club - Clee 
Hills Trial 2014  
Hungerford Steps by Tim King 
 

T he Clee Hill Trial is a truly 
wonderful event which takes a 
small dedicated team of 
enthusiasts days, weeks, months 

even, to organise. They must put in a 
huge mileage too, visiting all the hills to 
canvas the residents and farmers and 
then preparing each hill for the event. The 
Clee is a vital part in the long standing 
idiosyncratic British tradition of getting 
enjoyment from doing something 
completely barmy in often lousy 
conditions. Being held in January the 
weather is always a worry and last year all 
that work was wiped away by snow  two 
or three days before the event. 
 
I first marshalled on the event 5 years ago 
in Meadowley Wood. It never stopped 
raining; the pockets of my coat at the end 
of the day were full of water and, of 
course, I and my colleagues were covered 
in mud. We’d cobbled together a team of 
5 or 6 old pals, mostly competitors from 
speed hill climbing, work and even school 
etc whom I thought were sensible enough 
to do a good job first time out and off we 
went. We learned as we went along. More 
or less the same team has done the event 
ever since. 
 
This year the weather was glorious, the 
sun shining through pretty much all day . 
Hungerford Hill is quite exposed so our 
team reaped the benefit. I imagine the 
marshals in the wood at at Meadowley 
weren’t quite so warm.  Anyhow, back to 
the event and Hungerford in particular. 
 
The section was due to receive its first 
competitor at 9.21am, so we arranged to 
be there an hour before to walk up the hill 
to check the going and allocate the best 
positions to marshal. The recent rains had 
washed much of the soil away and 

exposed some pretty sharp rock which 
would have quite an effect for some 
competitors. 
 
I suppose the hill is about a quarter mile 
long and quite a hard slog to walk up, but 
we met up with the Land Rover recovery 
boys allocated to us and agreed where 
they should be deployed. There were 
some twelve recovery crews on the event, 
two on our hill, and, like us, they do it for 
enjoyment and receive no payment. 
Added to that the Nicholson family [Robin 
and two sons] marshalling next to them at 
the top assured us the recovery teamsters 
also cooked a mean sausage sandwich 
which was most acceptable.  Those of us 
lower down can only take their word for it. 
 
During the running of the event a group of 
similar Land Rover enthusiasts rocked up 
wanting to take their vehicles up the hill. 
As section controller I asked them to wait 
until the section was closed before they 
drove up. They weren’t too happy and 
drove off to another hill. They returned 
later and asked again, but fortunately, 
listened to our arguments and left again. 
Obviously, as the hill is a public right of 
way they could have insisted on driving up 
it, I was just thankful that their leader was 
a sensible bloke. Perhaps next year they 
will communicate with MAC before the 
event so they can avoid a similar clash. 
 
Next job was to check the three walkie 
talkie radios were working only to find, 
from my position at the start, I could talk 
to Smith halfway up the hill, but not to 
young Jake at the top. Smith could, 
however, talk to Jake so we managed. 
 
The cars arrived more or less on time and 
had mixed fortunes on the ascent. We 
reckoned the entire production run of 
Suzuki X90s was competing on this event 
– be honest, have you ever seen one 
anywhere else? (I did see one in the 
middle of Northampton in 2011 and it 
didn’t look like a trials car! – ed) 
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As ever the classic cars were absolutely 
splendid. In my opinion, and obviously 
that of these owners, is that old cars are 
meant for driving; and how they 
performed from little Austin 7 two seaters 
through Model T specials to Hickey’s 
yellow exuberance they gave great 
entertainment and in the main were 
thoroughly competent. However, several 
of the passengers were lucky to stay with 
their cars as they became airborne on a 
few of the more serious potholes. Many 
will have come away with bruises. 
  
Some of the more modern cars did 
struggle a bit, especially those who ran 

their tyres with only a breath of air in 
them. Three had punctures on the hill. 
One competitor stopped in the middle of 
the section and insisted on changing the 
tyre there and refused to be towed out of 
the way. That cost a shed load of time 
which sadly had an adverse repercussion 
on the schedule for the entire event 
including ours. 
 
So, a fascinating and sometimes exciting 
event full of interest, incident and 
controversy which kick-started the New 
Year in good style.  Bring on 2015. 

Bovey Down Trial 
by Lynette Vile 
 

N ow before we start, I have 
never driven in a trial but have 
bounced on several occasions, 
one notable occasion helping 

Nick Farmer to a gold medal on the 
Exeter. With the Bovey trial being weeks 
away, I was badgered into entering, 
initially in dad’s Beetle but then Nick 
Farmer very kindly offered his Cannon 
“Casper” to enter with him bouncing. I 
said “No regularly, it might break!” In the 
end he facebook bullied me, so I 
eventually agreed!  
 
At some ungodly hour I was woken by 
dad, who was also doing the trial (in his 
new car, an excitable teenager!) We all 
met up for the trip down from Taunton, 
travailing with Nick and Lorraine Gibbs in 
their Marlin and Neal Vile (dad) and Chris 
Davey in the revamped UVA Fugative just 
in case dad’s car broke down on the way 
as it was the first trip out. Arriving at 
Bovey Down woods, we met Brian Shore 
and Adrian Grinter in a TR7 V8 and Paul 
and Ali Brooks in there newly acquired 
Mercedes roadster (smart!) then off to be 
scrutineered. Excellent catering, fed me 

breakfast because I didn’t get up early 
enough to have some at home.  
 
All the drivers attended a briefing as to 
how the event would run. Being my first 
event I didn’t have a clue what all this 
“drivers briefing” was about. Being a 
single venue event it was explained to me 
that it was ideal for my first event. 
 
After the briefing I had to start with the 
special test, which to be honest, petrified 
me. Starting at line A around the cone 
and back to stop astride line A. I recorded 
a time of 37 seconds. 
 
Then I went off to the first section, pretty 
scared that I might break the car, and saw 
Paul Brooks attempt it, sadly to retire with 
clutch failure. This made me even more 
worried but up to the line, taking note of 
the advice from Nick. Pedal to metal, I 
didn’t stop! First ever hill as a driver, 
complete. Wow!! I didn’t think I would see 
the top of any hills, but on to the next hill.  
 
The organisers had designed the event to 
be in 3 loops around the woods, the first 
loop of 5 hills attempted twice. 
 
All was going well, clearing the first 5 hills, 
and then mum turned up to watch and up 

8 

to the line on section 6. The marshal said 
“when your ready” and my instructor/
bouncer said “you silly B (words to that 
effect!)  You can’t pull away in second 
gear!!”  Dropping 11 points.  I blame mum 
for watching!  All was going so well. 3 
more hills and back for bacon butty still 
only having dropped 11. At this point only 
2 cars had gone clear, one being Clive 
Kalber in his Melos and of course the 
other being dad in his new toy! And don’t 
we know it!   
 
Feeling less scared of breaking the car 
and more confident, we set out on the 
second loop of 5 hills again attempted 
twice. Despite the organiser’s best efforts 
sections 11-20 somehow went well, 
dropping no more points. Once again it 
was bacon butty time.  
 
Back out for the third loop of 3 hills 
attempted twice. Section 21 where I faced 
another restart. I nearly got right, but 
stopped short of the line, dropping another 
5 points! Even though I stopped in the 
wrong place, I still managed to get to the 
top of the hill with no problems.   
 
Section 22-26 being the last hills 
somehow I managed to drop no more 
points, so ending the day with 16 points 
dropped, along with Les Lodge. I landed 
up coming 8th overall and 2nd novice, 
being equal on points but 3 seconds 
slower than Les Lodge in his Dellow. Well 
done Les!   

Having had a great day entering the 
man’s world of trailing.     
 
Even though I was very reluctant to enter, 
I really enjoyed the day. The sun shone all 
day, so I was pleased I didn’t wear my 
waterproof thermal suit, only wearing a 
warm coat, just in case. 
 
Firstly I would like to thank Nick Farmer 
for giving the honour to drive his mighty 
Cannon, otherwise known as Casper! 
Secondly thanks to the organisers 
Windwhistle Motor Club for a fantastic 
event. Hopefully I’ll be back next year 
when dad buys me a car!  
 
Results First overall - Clive Kalber – 
Melos   0 points  
Class 1 – Nick Cleal – Peugeot 205 
  20 points  
Class 3 – Peter Mountain – BMW  
  11 points  
Class 5- Ian Edwards – Suzuki  
  24 points  
Class 6- Graham Sweetland – beetle 
  14 points  
Class 7 – Nick Gibbs – Marlin  
  13 points   
Class 8 – Neal Vile – Fugative  
  0 points 
 
Second overall – DAD and I’m still hearing 
about how good his new car is!  
 

The 2014 Torbay Trial 
by Steve Urell 
 

T he day started wet in Cornwall for 
our early trip to the start, but the 
weather got better and better as 
the day went on and it turned out 

to be very nice After all the wet we have 
all had it made a nice change. 
 

It was good to be on the Torbay Trial 
again, as for the last three years the date 
has clashed with our local trial, the Coast 
to Coast, and as this is local to us we 
supported this, 
 
I ride a Wasp sidecar outfit in class D, with 
my partner Julie Williams in the chair. 
There was a good entry of twelve 
sidecars, but there were two non-starters. 
One non-starter was Chris Barnicoat with 
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a chest infection. We hope he is making a 
good recovery, not sure about the other 
non-starter. 
 
Geoff Westcott and his brother John led 
the field, followed by Al Lidgate and 
Penny (two veterans in the sidecar world), 
Leon Towers and Mark Courtney and 
then ourselves. We all rode together to 
the first section, Waterless Lane, which 
was good and watery! 
 
The sections were great and we enjoyed 
all of the ones that we attempted, but just 
after section 7 we had a disaster – the 
cam belt snapped on the engine and our 
trial was over. It was the first retirement 
since we started sidecar trials in 2009. 
 
Before our retirement we had a good day, 
only dropping 5 points. Up ‘til section 7 we 
had a good day, only dropping 5 points 
 
I changed the cam belt in the woods, but 
the Norton did not start and our trial was 
over. We were towed out of the woods by 
a marshal. Everyone at section 7 were 
brilliant, many thanks to everyone who 
stopped to offer help and especially to 
Leon and Mark. 
 
I decided we should start walking and 
hitch a lift back to the car and trailer some 
20 miles away, Julie was not so keen, but 
knows who is boss. So off we went and 

our first mistake was not to be wearing a 
helmet to let people know that we are 
bikers. We got to the main dual 
carriageway and started thumbing. After 
about 30 minutes it was obvious that no-
one was going to pick up two muddy 
bikers, who looked like tramps. I 
suggested to Julie that she should sort 
out her hair, but it didn’t work.  
 
We walked four miles back to the 
Drumbridges roundabout and I went to 
the bus stop to phone a taxi and at that 
moment a car stopped for Julie and the 
driver agreed to take me as well – HA. 
After our lift back to the car I remembered 
that I had agreed to let Buster’s son-in-
law chain his trailer to mine, so he could 
follow his wife, Claire and Mike Maddocks 
(good to see Mike again), so I could not 
collect our trailer until they returned. I 
texted Leon and as he was helping Geoff 
to repair a puncture he suggested we took 
his trailer – which we did and it saved us 
some time. 
 
We enjoyed the trial, the few sections we 
did. Many thanks to all those who made it 
possible. The engine is now out and the 
head is off – there are two bent exhaust 
valves to replace and a new cam belt is 
required to get us ready for the this year’s 
Coast to Coast, Many thanks to all again. 

The Torbay Trial 2014  
by Arthur Vowden 
 

A n enjoyable day was had 
helping to marshal at Simms 
which is one of the most famous 
hills in the classic reliability 

trialling world. Jenny and I controlled the 
start and bottom of the hill together with 
Dick Bolt 
 
The first competitors to come through 
were the motorcyclists, solos and 

sidecars, all of which arrived on time and 
in close order.  The hill was challenging to 
them but presented no real problems. The 
sidecar outfits were entertaining and 
climbed successfully if a fast attacking 
style was used. The three lady riders 
climbed well, one sitting on the saddle all 
the way up, and another only standing up 
on the footrests at the top of the hill. 
When all the bikes had gone through a 
very quiet time ensued with a wait of over 
two hours before the first car appeared at 
12 o’clock, followed sporadically by a few 
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2014 Bovey 
Down Trial 
 
 
 
(Photos by Katie 
Hobbs) 
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more. Tales of a competing car sinking 
and disappearing in a sea of mud at 
Waterless Lane filtered through. Carl 
Talbot in his class 8 special was the first 
car to attempt the hill. He made the only 
clean climb in his class by mastering the 
very difficult class 8 restart placed high up 
on the greasy, stepped, rock slab. 
 
After the initial cars had been through the 
rest of the field arrived in a reasonable 
order and time, it was interesting to 
observe the different styles and line that 
the competitors used, as there were 
various options to choose from due to the 
width of the section. Clean climbs were 
made in all the classes, the main obstacle 
was clearing the rock step and if enough 
speed was maintained a clean usually 
resulted. Notable climbs were made in the 
FWD class by James Shallcross and Ian 
Cundy. Torbay club member Dean 
Vowden with navigator/bouncer son 
Harrison made a quick clean climb in 
class 6 along with two VW Beetles, a 
limited slip diff did not help Alan Wear in 
his class 6 BMW Z3 who failed shortly 
after the step. Adrian Dommett made a 
good climb in the class 1 Wolseley Hornet 
special, the only clean in his class, the 
Trojans and Clyno not having the power 
or speed to succeed. Two Marlins in class 
7 made successful climbs from the low 
down 6/7 restart.  
 
Good climbs were also accomplished by 3 
class 4 Beetles and 3 Escorts and the 
BMW in class 3. Class 5 saw 5 cleans 
with Torbay Member Keith Sanders 
making a very tidy and controlled climb in 
his Scimitar SS1. The climb of the day I 
think went to David Golightly in the class 
5 Morton-Brett Broadrace, a lovely 1920’s 
style, open, pointed tail, two-seater who 
showed that a good clean climb could be 
achieved by going hard right to bypass 
the severe step, the only car to make a 
clean climb using this quite difficult route. 
 

The last car came through at 
approximately 3 o’clock followed by the 
course closing car. We then went off to 
spectate and to see Dean in his VW 
Notchback at Wooston Steep.  
 
Unfortunately before getting there we 
received a call from Dean to say that he 
had retired due to a broken torsion bar on 
the car’s front suspension. We met up 
with him at the Travellers Rest where he 
had managed to get to from Kingswell 
where the failure had occurred. It was 
then AA recovery to the rescue; 
unfortunately the AA call centre operator 
could not be convinced that a full 
recovery was needed so a local garage 
contractor appeared after an hour, he 
then had to call for a recovery truck which 
appeared after another hour.  
 
An interesting situation occurred with the 
first rescue operator who would not tow 
the Notchback home on his towing dolly 
as being rear wheel drive he stated the 
gearbox/transmission could be damaged. 
The recovery truck driver had no such 
problems and hoisted the Notchback’s 
front wheels up on the spectacle frame 
and towed the car home. We were quite 
happy with this and arrived back at 
Dean’s home at 20.00hrs after an 
interesting day’s motorsport. 
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Trials and Tribulations 
by John Looker 
 

I t had been 5 years since I last 
entered the Kyrle one of my favourite 
trials. JHW was taken off the road 
after the 2009 Edinburgh for what I 

thought would be a relatively short re built 
but actually took 4 years and its debut 
was this year’s Exeter. 
 
So it was interesting to see how things 
had developed in the layoff. With 
problems with a misfire on the Exeter and 
parking the car until this trial it was Friday 
afternoon before the carburettor could be 
removed stripped down and all of the jets 
cleaned out. I appeared to be running fine 
and on Sunday morning it was an early 
start to meet at the regular rendezvous at 
the Motorbike Museum. The run down 
was good and things were looking good 
for the event 
 
The start was on the A40 outside Ross 
and after travelling down with Richard 
Peck we arrived at our due time at start 
time minus 45 minutes. However it was 
soon evident that the scrutineering was 
taking longer than anticipated. This was 
the first change in that there was an RAC 
official scrutineer doing the duties. It soon 
became evident that there were 
recommendations for most of the 
competitors, the main topic being the 
siting and securing of fire extinguisher. 
The result, of which being by the time we 
were passed, parked up and signed on 
we were already late. The starter 
questioned Richard for being later and his 
response was th at the scrutineering 
needed sorting out.  
 
Off down the A40 to Monmouth and 
return back and into the first complex of 
sections. On arrival at the first section 
Griffins Grove there was a delay as Ben 
Gladwyn in the Scrirocco had bottomed 
out a few yards after the start and was 
well and truly stuck. The problem being 

that the sub frame had rode over a rock 
and would not go back over in reverse. 
With the help of several competitors 
pushing the car still would not go forward. 
The solution was for all to lift the car so 
the sub frame could pass over the 
offending rock. This cleared the section 
and Alan Wear in his BMW Z3 attempted 
the section. He stormed up the section 
two rooster tails of mud shooting from the 
rear of the car.  
 
As we waited in the queue Dave Sargeant 
arrived in his class 4 Beetle. He too was 
returning for the first time after a long 
sabbatical. He commented that he had a 
lack of power and the car just would not 
pull away. 
 
Our time came and we tackled the section 
only to fail low as the miss fire 
encountered on the Exeter returned. On 
returning to the foot of the section for the 
escape route we followed the Scrirocco 
and another Beetle. Direction arrows in 
the woods seemed sparse and at the first 
junction one car went right we then went 
left and at the next junction we went left 
and the other car went right. Cars were 
going in all directions. I soon realised our 
mistake as we ended up at Griffins Grove 
again. 
 
On to Widow Maker where we managed a 
6, again with the miss fire present. We 
pressed on to Howards Way which we 
cleaned and the miss fire seemed a little 
better. On the track to Pill Box the engine 
went off song again and at the foot of Pill 
Box would not pick up at all and we failed 
to get off the start line. 
 
On the forest track Richard and Dave 
Sargeant helped strip the carburettor to 
clean the jets (twice) and although better 
was not running 100%. With little chance 
of getting it running right we pressed on to 
Jack. There was a huge mud patch on the 
approach route which we skirted around 
and dropped down that oh so steep hill.  
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We managed a 11 on Jack due to lack of 
power and a 7 on Jill as the engine 
decided it was going to pull better. 
Down the track and on to Piano Bend a 
section I cannot remember doing before. 
We failed low at a 10. Ty’s Trek came 
next and the bends got the better of us so 
with a 9 scored the same scores as the 
rest of the class. 
 
We move on to Pludds a section that I 
have never seen the top of. We struggle 
to get to the line as the engine decides to 
fluff but did get away and make the 
restart. This was too much and although 
we pull away from the restart quickly lost 
both momentum and grip and stop. 
 
A section of 6.5 miles to the next section 
Blue Bell Mine follows where we 
encounter one of the only hold ups of the 
day. There was a queue as the curve onto 
the cross track with the mud is causing a 
few failures. Dave Sargeant failed here 
and had to reverse down and found the 
escape route just as difficult. Richard 
passed the bend to the cross track to stop 
at a 5. We were next and suffered the 
same fate as Dave and stopped at a 9 
and had to reverse down and attempt the 
escape route which we nearly failed as 
well. 
 
Barty’s Bank was next and with our climb 
to a 8 we failed to reach the restart. We 
climbed up through the forest to Rock 
Garden next which all though cleaned by 
most of the trial is a section that I enjoy. 
Richard nearly came to grief here, as 
when descending his car got stranded 
with only one drive wheel on the ground. 
He was ably rescued by the marshals 
who manhandled the car until drive was 
restored. 
 
It was after this was another encounter 
with the scrutineer who was carrying out 
the diff check. All the cars we saw passed 
this with no difficulty. Snompers came 
next and again Richard had brain fade 
and whilst getting to a 5 slid wide on the 

bend and when trying to revers out 
started to slip over the edge. No amount 
of pushing and pulling from the marshals 
would keep it on the track so Paul, 
Richard’s passenger, got out of the car for 
safety and the marshals attached a Land 
Rover to the lower side and slowly pulled 
the car back to safety. We tackled the 
section next but stopped short on a 6 and 
did not have to be rescued. 
 
The first special test “Alpha” came next 
which passed without any problems 
closely followed by the lunch halt. This 
was yet another change as the 
Wenchford car park used for so many 
years has started to charge. Instead the 
lunch halt was in the forest. Leaving as 
instructed by the marshal we proceeded 
to Blaize where Jonathan was officiating. 
We struggled to reach a 10 with the 
engine not running cleanly yet again. On 
route to the next section Waterworks we 
had the second special test “Bravo” which 
again went smoothly.  
 
Waterworks is one of the sections that 
doesn’t practically suit the Beetle, as 
there is a deviation to the left part way up 
which with no weight in the front we slide 
straight on past so 9 seemed to be the 
score for the day. Reverse down yet 
again and on to the final section Badgers. 
On arrival we were in the group of the first 
cars and with Dave Haizelden only 
managing a 10, Richard a 10 and our 12 it 
looked ominous. However Keith Sanders 
rocked off the line to be the first car to go 
clear making it look easy. 
 
With all of the sections done it was the 
run back to the finish and signing off at 
the club house in Ross. After the finish we 
fuelled up at Morrison’s and to my 
surprise I had used exactly twice as much 
fuel as Richard. It is back to the drawing 
board to sort the fuel problems out. I think 
the only jet not cleaned is the float 
chamber jet. Here’s hoping that will solve 
the problem. 
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The Land’s End 2014: Class 0 
or Old Trialists never die…they 
merely cease forward motion. 

by Colin Biles 
 

W hat is Class ‘0,’ Grampy ? ”It 
was my eldest, Daniel. I was 
going through the contents 
of the large brown envelope 

which had arrived from the MCC that 
morning 
 
Daniel was visiting and my daughter had 
suggested. “If you could give him 
something to occupy his mind please Dad 
it would stop him getting bored this 
holiday.” Now Dan has reached the age 
of the ‘all enquiring bright little b***er.’ 
“Well. What do you think it stands for? 
 
He was looking at the front of the class 0 
route book and I was in Grampy 
‘educational mood. ’“Old cars and Old 
drivers? ” He suggested without batting 
an eyelid. Well. Was he right? 
 
I first came to trialling in the 1980s. At that 
time I campaigned a supercharged 1933 
MG J2 in class 2 and we could get up 
most sections, more or less. During the 
1990s family circumstances changed (two 
wives and respective solicitors to 
support!) emptied the wallet so in 2002, 
once the dust had settled I purchased the 
green Midget to compete in class 5. 
 
Illness in 2013 interrupted most activities 
and following recuperation I entered the 
Midget into Class ‘0’ for this year’s Exeter 
and Land’s End excursions. 
 
Dick Munns, who had entertained us over 
the past twelve years recounting his visits 
to farms to mend broken tractors and 
combines and tales of ‘the ones that got 
away fishing on the River Wye,’ had a 
family wedding commitment at Easter so 
another local petrol head Bunny Lees-
Smith kindly agreed to sit in the 
navigator’s seat for the LE. 

Bunny has a long history in motorsport. 
Initially, he trialed an AJS combo with wife 
Beryl in the sidecar. Later they rallied in 
Minis and raced in Midgets. It would be 
interesting to have his ‘take’ on the LE 
experience. 
 
Well prep’d and wrapped up for open 
motoring we met up with local 
Malmesbury entrant Dave Richards in the 
Liege with son-in-law Mark navigating.  
We agreed the route to run down to 
Bridgewater … and promptly lost contact 
with them! In reality, we were never more 
than five minutes apart, but we all can 
recount occasions of running for miles 
with not a soul in sight. 
 
So did Class ‘0’ live up to expectation? I 
referred to the MCC webpage … Go 
Trialling - Class 0 
 
Were the early MCC hills of the 1930s vis; 
Bartron Steep, Hangman’s and Petherwin 
Old Hill sufficiently demanding? A very 
steep restart in the dark and having to 
choose a route over unmade and some 
slippery surfaces certainly concentrated 
the mind. 
 
Were the old hills nostalgic to drive? Yes. 
Very much so. Part of the motorsport 
experience. 
 
What of the later introduced sections  
 
Catsash (good to see members of Stroud 
MC in attendance), Sherwood and 
Orange whilst less demanding on the car 
still required 100% attention to avoid ‘pilot 
errors.’ Additionally, the sections in the 
woods; Lady Vale with its constricted 
access, Mays and Silver Lead Mine were 
a brilliant combination. 
 
However, Old Blue Hills was a 
disappointment. Whilst the restart on the 
bend was novel it did not live up to the 
expectation / anticipation which arriving at 
Blue Hills valley with ’just one to go’ often 
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generates. An optional non-scoring 
straight – through drive up BH2 would be 
a fitting conclusion. Food for thought 
perhaps ! 
 
One feature we liked was the Time 
Control rules. Admittedly we fell foul of 
the discipline.. arriving late at a Control. 
However, the element of Regularity 
introduces a different dimension into the 
event. 
 
For the MCC running a separate class ‘0’ 
places demands on the club for much 
additional resource. So ‘Hats off’ and 
thanks to the C/C, C/M officials and many 
marshals who made this class happen for 
us. 

 
To refer back to the MCC webpage 
 
Does the class create the opportunity for 
new members to prepare and get a 
‘taster’ of the long distance endurance 
trial. Certainly. 
 
Does it allow older members and their 
older machines to continue enjoying the 
three classics? Of course. Perhaps Daniel 
was right. Class ‘0’ does allow the older 
driver with older bike or car to continue 
the sport a little longer. They can do so 
until ‘they cease forward motion.’ 

The 92nd London to Lands End 
Trial 
by Duncan Welch 
 

T he most important thing to a 
motorcyclist or the occupants of 
an open sports car is the 
weather, so the conditions for 

the 2014 Lands End were just perfect. 
Although it was a bit chilly overnight it 
remained dry and clear for the whole trial. 
Nothing could be more enjoyable than 
trundling along uncluttered roads in an 
open car, watching the stars (and the 
road!) and smelling farmyard smells and 
wood smoke. 
 
We arrived at Popham in good time to 
find that there were very few car 
competitors there, everyone else had 
gone for a different start to get an earlier 
number I suppose. There was however 
two Allards, piloted by Stewart Crouch 
and Robert Robinson-Collins, this latter 
being the ex Imhoff/Ugalde J1. The motor 
refused to fire when requested and 
needed a new coil, but behaved 
thereafter. Barry Clarke had fuel supply 

problems with his famous Chummy, 
which stopped him before Bridgewater. 
The three HRGs looked very purposeful 
and there were our three German 
entrants, this time with two Toyotas as 
well as the Peugeot 106 of last year. 
 
The caterers ran out of beans at the 
Rugby Club rest halt – probably a good 
thing! So fortified by the first breakfast of 
the event we plunged into the night on 
our way to Felons Oak. It was very dry, 
so there was no need to let the tyres 
down.  
 
As we came out onto the road the 
Worsfold MGB preceded us down the hill 
and left us in its dust. There were three 
occupants in this GT, luckily the one in 
the back seat was very small, Charles 
Worsfold, so his journey may not have 
been too painful, but there was precious 
little headroom for bouncing. 
 
Crookhorn observed test was very dark 
and controlled by traffic lights. Young 
Weeks in the MG Midget managed to do 
almost all of the test wrong in terms of 
technique, but I don’t think he 
transgressed the letter of the law. Our 
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attempt was OK, but not quick – tarmac 
has too much grip. 
 
We were on time at the County Gate 
holding control and so proceeded after 
about 10 minutes down to Lynmouth, via 
the wonderful Countisbury Hill and thence 
to Barbrook Mill, where we caught our first 
sight of Duncan Pittaway’s amazing GN. It 
is a very spartan machine, lacking all 
creature comforts and possessing a huge 
air cooled V-twin motor of improbable 
cubic capacity (3 litres). I guess it must 
work well as a trials machine, being very 
light and powerful and having no diff to 
break. 
 
Beggar’s Roost is a shadow of its former 
self. When the locals ‘improved’ the road 
surface with tons of loose stones it was a 
stopper and a diff breaker, now it’s just 
steep and dry on this occasion. By this 
time it was starting to get light and there 
were frosty pockets of air around 
Simonsbath. Not only that, but we caught 
a glimpse of what was probably the ‘beast 
of Bodmin’. Certainly bright eyes bounced 
across the road in front of us. If the 
headlamps had been better we would 
surely have seen it quite clearly. We did 
see another one later in daylight, or so my 
navigator Ken said, but I think it was a 
farm cat of impressive dimensions. 
 
Our next obstacle was Riverton which has 
been a real motorcycle stopper when wet, 
due to its deep and slippery ruts. This year 
it was very dry and as we came onto the 
main part of the hill it looked like a 
Northern Trial slag heap. However it 
turned out that the ruts had been filled in 
with road scaplings, so there was loads of 
grip and no ruts. Now it was fully light and 
the sun was up, dispelling the cold air in 
the frosty hollows. We came upon Dudley 
Sterry stopped on the side of the road, so 
we pulled off too. It turned out that we had 
got on so well and were way ahead of our 
ETA, so Dudley deemed it wise to wait a 
bit before clocking into the Bishops 

Tawton time control. Most of the rest of 
the trial passed us here, but at least we 
got it right and enjoyed the dawn 
sunshine. 
 
Of course having waited we met the 
longest queue for Sutcombe I have ever 
seen. The restart for all classes, except 
6,7 and 8, had caused a big tailback, so 
we had a few minutes sleep now and then 
while we were waiting. The hill was very 
wet but also grippy, as it usually is, 
however near the summit it is very rough 
and we banged our chassis on the 
ground. The Germans said that their 
Corolla sump guard was doing its job the 
whole way up, but they made it.  
 
We had a welcome cuppa and crack 
before proceeding to Cutliffe Lane, some 
ten miles further on. Here we had to 
deflate the tyres properly out of respect for 
a formidable foe. The lower part was its 
usual wet self from the water carried onto 
it by the cars coming through the bog that 
proceeds it, but the top three quarters 
were bone dry, so it presented no 
problems. 
 
I think it was here that we were persued 
briefly by Pittaway’s GN. We heard the 
sound of an approaching dragon and sped 
up as it chased us downhill. We did a right 
turn and saw it no more until much later in 
the day, going home in the opposite 
direction. The occupants waved, so they 
must still have been alive, unless Captain 
Ahab in Moby Dick they were trapped in 
the wreckage! 
 
Darracott turned into a bit of a disaster for 
Ivan and Sky Sharrock, who managed to 
overturn their HRG. It seems that Sky 
suffered leg injuries, how serious I do not 
know, but it must have been very 
uncomfortable for them both. We were 
told to turn round and go back the way we 
came to make way for an ambulance. 
Luckily there were only a few cars behind 
us and we withdrew behind the Rosten 
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Imp. After doing these trials for forty years 
I really should have known where we 
were, but I followed the Imp back to the 
Atlantic Highway and on to Bude and 
Widemouth Bay holding control. We were 
told that we must be very quiet passing 
the caravan site (no racing please) as a 
local lady was not happy with so many 
bikes and cars all at once. We tiptoed 
past the sensitive area and escaped 
along the spectacular coast to 
Crackington. 
 
This is another hill notorious for doctoring, 
usually with tons of top soil and other 
slippery material. This year it had only 
been liberally watered and so there was 
no trouble for us late runners. We then 
had a noise test and lunch at Wilsey 
Down, where I scored 93.6 decibels – 
less than last year. It was a welcome 
break before the formidable obstacle of 
Warleggen, the restart on here has 
stopped me for the last two or three years 
and gave me a puncture in 2013. This 
year was different, as I found a nice place 
to stop, but the hill was very dry. We 
pulled away easily and bonce to the 
summit of this track, which is hewn from 
solid rock. 
 
Cardinham Woods is the site of my other 
bête noir, Hoskins, which follows 
Ladyvale. The restart on Ladyvale was 
rather confined and caught out Keith Vile 
in one of the Suzuki X90s – he knocked 
over two restart boards in getting away. It 
was a timely warning for me to be careful. 
Hoskins had only one restart box this year 
at about the same spot as the red box last 
year and on 18psi. Again it was quiet dry 
and after ten years of failures I managed 
to get away and out of the top. Hooray! 
 
Twelve miles down the road we came to 
the second observed test at Bishops 
Path. I love this test, lots of skidding about 
and wheelspin. The marshals on the 
watches didn’t seem impressed, they 
must have seen it all by now and have 

very tired stopwatch thumbs. The Bishops 
Wood restart is always a challenge. This 
year the rock face was dry and we had to 
start with the front wheels on the slope, so 
bags of revs, dump the clutch and up we 
went – nae bother! 
 
There were now only a couple of hills left 
at Blue Hills, but first we must visit the 
time check, run by Ruth Stobbs and 
Jenny Gibb. Ed Stokes was there as his 
outfit had packed up before Bridgewater 
with no sparks, so he was relaxing in the 
sun. Blue Hills 1 was reached only after 
steering round a couple of X90s, who 
were stopped on the downhill hairpin, 
letting down their tyres. We had 14psi for 
this one and got away from the restart in 
fine dusty style, only to encounter an X90 
pumping up their tyres before Blue Hills 2 
 
The only snag on Blue Hills 2 was the 
visibility, with the dust from the parched 
ground and the sun shining straight down 
the hill it was a bit hit and miss. As the 
marshal said ‘Just stay between the 
banks and you will be alright’. And so we 
were. With any luck a Gold medal may be 
won for the first time in a long time. David 
and Emma Wall were at the top, having 
succeeded on all the hills, however 
Emma’s pristine Escort was dented on 
Blue Hills. 
 
After a little rehydration at Penhale Round 
we set off for home at 7pm and arrived at 
1.30am in time for the Easter church 
service next day. 
 
A wonderful event, thanks to all who 
made it possible. 
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A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN    ULTRABURN UNIT  NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 

THOR HAMMER 
www.thorhammer.com 

 

FULL RANGE OF SOFT FACED HAMMERS 
Copper, Rawhide, Plastics, Rubber, Brass…. 

 

We even still make branded hammers for  
your Vintage car as per original 

 

Try your local wholesaler (eg Toolbank, Clemson,  
Buck & Hickman) or 

Duncan Stephens at a trial 
 

Also Spark Resistant Tools – www.safetytools.co.uk  
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I Will Ride 400 Miles…... 
Lands End Trial 2014, Triumph 
Cox Outfit, 21 - Pete and Shani 
Adams 
 

C hecked the weather forecast for 
the night and Hartland Point in 
the morning, and it was certainly 
going to be dry, but tempera-

tures were supposed to drop to no more 
than a couple of degrees. The Cox Tri-
umph Outfit was unusually ready to go a 
week early, so only had to load it onto the 
Transit on the Friday. Sorted out some old 
warm clothes to wear through the night, 
which we could throw away of we got too 
hot on the Saturday as storage space is 
limited on the Outfit.  When we arrived in 
Plusha, the wind was causing the dust to 
swirl around like mini tornados. 
 
It wasn’t long before we met up with 
friends Simon and Julie who we were rid-
ing with. Simon has recently built a Norton 
Wasp which has had a few teething prob-
lems, mainly caused by the belt drive con-
version which came with the electric foot 
kit. It was another long journey down for 
them from Telford and they were hoping 
to get their new outfit around the trial this 
time. They had a DNS on the 2014 Exe-
ter, breaking down 100yards from our 
house! 
 
The scrutineers were doing a great job on 
the bikes and they were hunting us all 
down to get the job done rather than us 
manoeuvring into a line and queuing. 
When we left they were calling out num-
bers of those still left to do. 
 
Had a bite to eat at Subway and checked 
that it was alright to leave the Transit 
overnight, which it was, with no charge! 
Soon it was time to line up at the start, 
where the marshal was asking everyone if 
paperwork had been signed as he didn't 
want anyone to leave and be disqualified 
later for not having done so. 

 
We left Plusha in glorious sunshine. A 
lovely ride out via Holsworthy and Credi-
ton, with Spring flowers, lovely country-
side and numerous waving spectators. 
The sun had just dipped down by the time 
we reached Taunton and the tempera-
tures had already started to drop. At 
Bridgewater we passed the additional 
Scrutineering and went in to the Rugby 
Club to have a bite to eat and plenty of hot 
drinks. 
 
We had had no issues along the route 
from Bridgewater to the first section apart 
from the fact that Shani had got cold, very 
cold. Simon and Julie were right behind 
us, well we thought they were, Shani had 
been checking at all junctions that they 
were still with us and then there was a 
long stretch of road before we turned off 
for Felons Oak. We then realised that 
there had been a car behind us for the last 
15 miles. The primary belt had come off 
the Norton Wasp again and the replace-
ment belt fared little better, so they had a 
DNF again, so frustrating, we've been 
there many times in the past when our 
valve seats were playing up. 
 
Felons Oak: Just before and I mean just 
before Felons Oak our headlight started to 
go out. I gave it a tap and it stayed on so 
we stopped at the start. Went to put the 
spotlight on and despite having re-wired 
this after the Torbay Trial, that didn't work. 
I decided to continue with the section as 
was with fingers crossed. We started off 
well, got over the tricky restart area but 
then tipped just before the end. Not doing 
as well as last year then! 
 
Crook Horn: I remembered to watch for 
the green light this year as I didn’t want 
bruised ribs again. Through this test the 
headlight started to flicker again. We 
stopped the bike a bit further on and I 
taped up the light in the position it seemed 
to like best. 
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County Gate: Lots of bikes waiting here. 
We could continue straight away as the 
issue with light had made us spot on time 
for getting there. 
 
Barbrook: All under control here. Shani 
was frozen and went inside to hand in the 
control card whilst I filled the tank with 
petrol. Cake and a hot drink was the order 
of the day here, slightly thawed we contin-
ued to: 
 
Beggars Roost: Got off the start line well 
and a nice clean. When we stopped to 
pump up the rear tyre, we were joined by 
a couple of solos, one of which had no 
front light at all. 
 
We continued over Exmoor to Simons-
bath, luckily the moon was nearly full as 
the headlight gave up again. 
When we reached the A361 I decided to 
stop in some light and have a look at the 
headlight and spotlight issues. Spotlight 
fuse taped in place and a new earth wire 
put in solved the headlight issue. 
 
Riverton: Enjoyed the hill, clean. 
 
Sutcombe: Had a restart for Class D and 
E which was unusual. We only just about 
manage to clean this hill, so we were not 
surprised when we couldn't get off the 
restart. A fair bit of pushing got us going 
and warmed us up a little bit. 
 
Another coffee and cake stop, where we 
were informed the temperature was -4C. 
No wonder we were feeling the cold. 
 
Bradworthy: I love this garage, they are 
so cheery and it's like stepping back in 
time when service was an important part 
of a business. 
 
Cutliffe Lane: It was light this year when 
we got here so we could see what was 
making us go from side to side and up 
and down but another clean. 
Darracot: Another enjoyable hill, clean. 

Widemouth Bay. Another glorious sunny 
day showed the view off wonderfully. The 
sun was taking it's time to reach our 
bones though. 
 
Crackington: Not a bad start, made the 
spectators squeal a bit though when the 
outfit pulled off to the left but all under 
control we got it back on the straight and 
narrow but the very top bit of mud got us 
and had to push out the last bit. 
 
Wilsey Down: First stop was the noise 
test where we directed by a very loud 
marshal! Test passed OK, so off for 
breakfast. Steak pie, chips and coffee 
was on the menu this time. By the time 
we had finished we had just about thawed 
out. 
  
Warleggan: last year, this had been our 
first fail. We tried really hard, got over our 
bogey area but came to a halt further up 
and Shani had to push me and the outfit 
out. I rode up to the Section Ends on my 
own and waited for Shani to walk up. It 
was nice to meet friends who marshal 
there every year. 
 
Ladyvale: No Easter Biscuits here this 
year L. Never failed before but restart was 
too difficult and rolled back over markers 
bringing tape, sticks and flags down with 
us, double fail then. 
 
Hoskin Hill: I now seem to have mastered 
the art of hitting the marker flags as the 
back end of the outfit grabbed the sticks, 
tape and flags that had been put up there. 
I hadn't realised this until Shani shouted 
in the intercom that I had, which then put 
me off causing us to stop on the steepest 
part of the hill. Again we can only just get 
up this hill with a following wind, so the 
deviation was the straw which broke the 
camel’s back. 
 
Bishops Wood: This was our favourite hill 
until the restart was put in a few years 
ago. Last year we managed to get off the 
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restart and cleaned it and this year we 
were hoping for the same. A cheer of joy 
from both of us as there was another 
clean. This kept a smile on our faces for 
what seemed like endless miles to Per-
ranporth. 
 
Blue Hills 1: Our first ever clean on this, 
really chuffed now and in front of quite a 
big audience, even some foreigners. It 
was funny afterwards and having a dis-
cussion with Shani that we both secretly 
thought we might bag Blue Hills 2, but 
never Blue Hills 1. 
 
Blue Hills 2: Didn’t get very good drive off 
the line, managed to clamber over the 
steepest bit at the bottom, but soon the 
bike swung left and stopped. Shani 
pushed me to get going again and I rode 
to the top on my own and waited for her to 
catch up, with great cheers form the love-
ly supportive spectators. 

Once Shani arrived at the restart box we 
were pleasantly surprised to be allowed to 
have a go at the restart. It was higher up 
than last year and was just too steep for 
us off the line. The marshals let us have 
another go at it and the crowds were very 
happy with our effort but in the end we 
had to take the easy way out in the end. 
 
The ride to the finish venue is always 
nerve racking as you are just riding long 
waiting for something to break. All the 
rattles sound louder and the vibration 
worse. Still, we made it and claimed our 
Finishers Certificate. 
 
Just another 25 mile to ride to pick the 
Transit up and we could finally climb out 
of the saddle. 
  
Thanks to the organising team for putting 
on a challenging event and special thanks 
to all the very helpful marshals 

The Lands End Trial,2014  
by Arthur Vowden 

 

T his year saw an early start with 
comp no 118 we were third car in 
the running order. We were 
running as Team Simms Hillbillies 

with Greg in the Escort Mk 2 and Caroline 
in her 1600 Beetle. 
 
It was a busy, lively and friendly 
atmosphere that welcomed us at the 
Plusha Start venue. Courtney and Bob 
were running immediately in front of us 
but were concerned about the irregular 
running of the Beetle engine. They were 
later to retire at Felons Oak when the 
engine lost all power. 
 
The early start meant a departure from 
Plusha of 18.58hrs and with Easter being 
late the best part of the run to Bridgewater 
was made in daylight with the weather 
being brilliant, spectacular views of 

Dartmoor and surrounding areas were 
enjoyed. 
 
Dusk occurred just before the route check 
at Haste although the night remained 
clear. A diversion in Taunton due to 
roadwork’s caused a little confusion and 
together with a delay at Crediton caused a 
late arrival and a delayed departure from 
Bridgewater control. 
 
A hold up was suffered at Felons Oak as 
a group of motorcyclists in front of us were 
having trouble seeing their way due to 
poor head lights. We also had to wait 
while 3 trail riders went up the section. 
The section was benign as were most of 
the rest that followed. The restart box 
was, as usual very short and could easily 
be straddled if care was not taken. 
 
The night continued clear and the run to 
Crook Horn Hill OT1 had brilliant views 
across the Bristol Channel with the Welsh 
coastline well illuminated. 
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The observed test was a straightforward 
stop roll back and go affair but with no 
warning regarding the lighting signals, the 
marshalling could have been better. 
 
The clear lovely star and bright moonlit 
sky, almost Arabian in colour persisted, 
as we made our way to the Barbrook 
Control with coffee and cake at the village 
hall. 
 
Beggars Roost was dry and presented no 
problems with loose shale on the start 
line as it did last year when it caused the 
failure of a few notables. When parked on 
the road at the top of the section we were 
surrounded by numerous X90s which 
seemed to be the case for most of the 
event. It caused me to think of what the 
collective noun would be for a group of 
X90s maybe a “clutter”! A total of 19 were 
competing. They have become ‘off the 
shelf’ trials vehicles. 
 
At Riverton we joined the queue behind 
the inevitable X90s before going under 
the N Devon Link Road Bridge it was a 
good classic section with no evidence of 
the deep mud ruts which have been 
experienced on the one day trials of the 
past. 
 
At Bishop Tawton Control we and the 
marshal had the joy of a very strong 
farmyard smell which we were glad to 
leave behind. 
 
Sutcombe presented no problems and 
did not have the restart for the higher 
classes.  Time was lost near here as it 
took 1 hour to complete the section the 
reason for the delay not being apparent. 
 
The day broke with a clear sunny morning 
giving good views across the channel to 
Lundy Isle. Cutliffe Lane saw a few 
competitors failing the section but as 
always it was a good classic with a hard 
stony base and a few rock steps. A good 
clean controlled climb being made. 

 The approach to the Darracott hold 
control, which was not in use, was made 
via a long stony rutted track scene of the 
‘Hobbs Choice’ special test in days gone 
by. The Hill itself presented no problems 
even to the Skoda driver who was having 
difficulty keeping on the power curve of a 
performance cam that was fitted. 
Unfortunately the hill saw a HRG overturn 
later causing the cancellation of the 
section. 
 
Widemouth Bay Hold control used the 
public car park this year I believe due to a 
price hike on the use of the surfer’s 
parking area. It was the scene of tyre 
punctures being repaired most probably 
because of too low pressures being used. 
 
Crackington saw a slight queue as the hill 
had been doctored or had seen a fall of 
wet mud and rain during the night as 
some wag had told us! It presented no 
problems as it had in the past for the front 
runners and a controlled steady climb 
was made. Again competitors with 
punctures were seen. 
 
We arrived at Wilsey Down hold control 
behind time to a more than usual 
collection of competing cars the majority 
being class 0. For some unfathomorable 
reason we were informed by the marshal 
that the hold time had been increased 
from 1 hour to 1.1/2 hrs. Thankfully 
common sense prevailed and we left after 
the obligatory hour period. This timing 
decision was perplexing as later in 
Cardinham Woods the class 0 course 
closing car was waiting behind a queue of 
class 0 competitors. 
 
Warleggan saw no restart for the more 
competitive cars which was a shame so 
the hill was no real challenge. Easter 
bonnets were in evidence to take one’s 
mind off the rough rocky steps, gullies 
and ruts. 
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The 2014 
Lands End 
Trial on 
Bishops 
Wood 
 
(Photos by Dave 
Cook) 
 
 
 
Nick Bowler & Gill 
Frith, Suzuki X90 

 
 

 
 

Richard Clay & 
Alastair Gough, 
Armstrong MT  

 
 
 
Mark & Claire 
Wills, Marlin 
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2014 Ebworth 
Trial 
 
(Photos by Dave 
Cook) 
 
 
 

Matt Facey & 
Hollie Wood, 

BMW 316 on Far 
Bank 

 
 
 

Joshua Moss & 
Chris Ferrin, 
Gregory on 
Beechwood 

 
 
 
Kevin Sharp, 
Suzuki X90 
on Far Bank 
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The 2014 
Ilkley Trial 
 
(Photos by Dave 
Cook)) 
 
 
Al Lidgate & Paul 
Crosbie, Yamaha 
on Strid Wood 

 
 
 

Adrian & Liz 
Tucker– Peake, 

MGF on 
Longside Wood 

 
 
 
Roger Morris, 
Kawaski Super 
Sherpa on Strid 
Wood 
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The 2014 Kyrle 
Trial on Jack 
 
(Photos by Dave 
Cook) 
 
 
 
Robert Hodgkinson, 
Marlin 
 
 

 
 
 

Dave 
Foreshew,  

Ford Diingo 

 
 
Dick Bolt, Ford 
Escort 
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Lady Vale and Hoskins in Cardinham 
Woods were interesting as Lady Vale had 
a very narrow/tight restart box followed 
immediately by a hard 90 right which 
caught out quite a few but was not a real 
problem. Hoskins had a tight artificial gate 
to go through before the restart boxes but 
again not a problem. The woods saw a lot 
of people enjoying other pursuits and also 
a park ranger presence 
 
Bishop Path OT2 and Bishop Wood 
sections again saw dry tracks and plenty 
of grip the anticipation of a struggle on the 
restart not occurring. 
 
We arrived at Perranporth Control on time 
and met up with Caroline and Greg which 
saw us depart for Blue Hills in team 
running order. Blue Hills 1 was very dry 
with only a small amount of water in the 
bottom loop so it became a non event to 
get off the tricky and confined restart 
which in the past has presented a major 
challenge and was the scene of a lot of 
competitors struggling and failing. We 
made sure of stopping at the OSE board 
as per route card instruction which was 
well defined and easy to see, much better 
than the Exeter Simms situation. 
 
Blue Hills 2 was again dry and 
dusty but even so saw a TR7 
having difficulty and making 
more than one attempt to get 
past the narrow kink halfway up 
the section. All classes had a 
restart at the bottom of the wall 
like ramp after the tight L 
hander. Most competitors 
cleaned, Greg in the Escort 
doing some good wheelies as he 
made a spirited climb. 
 
The top parking area saw the 
team Simms Hillbillies posing for 
a team photo after experiencing 
a very enjoyable trial, the 
glorious weather creating a real 
holiday atmosphere. 

It was 20 miles back to the finish venue at 
the Premier Inn Fraddon where we met 
John and Jenny West carrying out their 
Stewards duty, their Oliver Special having 
been retired for some years. 
 
The Team parted company here with 
Caroline going back to Blue Hills to see 
Roger and to spectate which we would 
have liked to have done, but an evening 
appointment needed to be honoured so it 
was straight back home. Greg having left 
for home shortly before us. 
 
To sum up it was a very enjoyable trial but 
not that challenging. It was disappointing 
that we lost time due to unforeseen 
circumstances on the initial non 
competitive section of the trial (however 
we could have started on our scheduled 
time had we been allowed) and were 
heavily penalised for it and lost all chance 
of an award even before the start of the 
main event at Bridgewater.  
 
Keeping to scheduled time was not 
possible during the main part of the trial 
and we eventually finished 2 hours late 
through no fault of our own. However that 
is MCC Trialling and as is often quoted 
“There is always next year!” 

Team Simms Hillibillies! 
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The Lands End Trial 2014 
by Charles Whitaker bike 
number 35, class B, Beta Alp 
200 
 

W hen I entered the Lands’ End 
trial there were many months 
to prepare the bike, but as 
usual I left all my preparation 

to the very last minute. This included 
putting a new chain and sprocket on the 
bike on the Friday morning, no time for a 
shake down but a quick ride around the 
drive and hoped I had not missed 
anything. The last time I had ridden the 
bike was on the Exeter trial! Some of you 
may relate to this preparation method, but 
I am sure many of you are far better 
organised and prepared? 
 
I had only ridden the Land’s End once 
before and I am afraid the memory of the 
long slog back to the trailer and car at 
Plusha after the finish was still firmly in my 
mind. The Alp seat being extremely 
uncomfortable and definitely not designed 
for long rides, a painful memory. I did 
have many good reasons to enter, with 
the other lasting memory being the first 
time I saw Blue Hills Mine, with the sea as 
the back drop. I was so overwhelmed with 
this view and the crowd that I went to 
pieces on the climb and restart on Blue 
Hills 2. One of the other great reasons for 
entering is to meet up with many friends, 
some of which I only see at MCC events. 
The nerves always build up just prior to 
leaving for an event, and this year’s 
Land’s End was no exception. John Kenny 
and Garry Hirons were meeting up at my 
house in Worcestershire, from where we 
all travelled down to Plusha services 
together. Loading the bikes onto my small 
bike trailer is quite an intricate process as 
John insists on making it hard for himself 
by riding a KTM 690 Adventure, whereas 
Garry sensibly rides an Alp. Once we are 
off in the car the camaraderie builds and 

the nerves calm. The journey down the 
M5 was very busy as everybody was on 
their Easter break and time was looking 
tight. The sat nav was predicting an arrival 
not much before the actual start times. A 
bit of a rush at Plusha and we were ready 
for the off at our required start time. A 
quick catch up with Ian Myers and Phil 
Sanders, before we were off. 
 
The A39 gave me a reminder of my poor 
preparation on a previous Exeter trial 
when the drive sprocket on my Alp fell off 
on a slip road leaving me without drive 
and John and I spending an hour looking 
for the sprocket, which we did find and re-
secure to enable me to finish the event. 
 
The Land’s End route book was excellent 
and John and Garry took the early lead, 
as I could not read the road book at night, 
must have a larger font for next time! We 
usually swap the lead when one of us 
misses a junction.  
 
My memory struggles to relate the names 
to each of the sections and therefore I will 
not be giving you a blow by blow account 
of how I tackled each individual section. 
The top of Sutcombe made me smile on 
my first visit and it made me smile again at 
this year’s event, as I was stood outside 
the back door of a house eating 
homemade cake and drinking tea just 
gone 4-00am in the morning. This could 
only happen on a MCC event and 
definitely adds to the experience and 
enjoyment of the MCC long distance trials.  
 
A neighbour friend had loaned me a riding 
suit. He assured me this was BMW’s best, 
unfortunately I am a little larger then he is 
and the layers I usually wear would not fit 
underneath. I suffered for this and was 
frozen during the night even with the 
heated handle grips. Reading some of the 
reports after the event maybe it wasn’t the 
suit it was actually very cold and I have 
read that there was frost. 
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Bishops Wood gave me a false sense of 
security with its gentle start and meander 
between the woods and then if you are in 
class B you are presented with the red 
restart box. The dry weather was of great 
assistance and a clean restart was made 
with minimum wobble. 
 
I enjoyed all the sections and as for a 
favourite, it still has to be Blue Hill Mine, 
only this time I was a bit more prepared 
for the fantastic view of the Blue Hills with 
the crowd lined track and the deep blue 
coloured sea in the background. The 
nerves did pick up at this point as I 
thought I was still on for gold and this was 
the best opportunity I had for getting my 
first gold after several years of MCC 
trialing. The route check at Perranporth 
ensures that when you arrive at the 
section start you are straight into the 
section with not much time to see a 
previous competitor or sort out a route. So 
off I went with Blue Hills 1 passing in a 
flash and remembering to stop astride the 

finish line. The ride to the start of Blue 
Hills 2 is rough and quite long, no 
pressure, this time I must get a clean get 
away and not dab my foot down on the 
rocks heading to the restart as last time. A 
bit of a wobble on the restart, but no feet 
down and potentially my first gold. I was 
almost brought to tears by the shear 
excitement of it all. The results have since 
backed up that I did in fact get my first 
gold medal and I am very proud of my 
achievement. The Northern Alps team 
(myself, Garry and Ian), were also very 
close to a team win, beaten on time in the 
special stages. I concentrate on riding 
clean rather than time, so I was a bit slow 
compared to the rest of the team. 
 
A great big thank you to Bill Rosten and 
his team, the marshals, families and 
friends who support us on these events. I 
feel privileged to ride with friends on such 
historic routes and sections and may we 
continue to enjoy our motorsport for many 
years to come. 

Last Bike Off, The Ilkley Trial 
2014  
by John Dickinson 
 

T his was my second try at the 
Ilkley after enjoying a great event 
last year. Living in Cornwall and 
entering a trial in Yorkshire might 

seem a bit extreme but we used to live in 
said town many moons ago and the 
reason last year was to re-visit old 
stamping grounds. When the regs. came 
through it seemed just as reasonable an 
excuse for a few days ‘up North’ again. 
 
My trial began with a reliability run as we 
also decided to use the journey to 
complete the running in of the rebuilt 
engine in our 70’s VW camper. Taking an 
overnight stop in the Cotswolds was 
sensible with the weather breezy but 

pleasant. Little were we to know what was 
in store further North. The wind began 
building in the Midlands and the torrential 
bursts of rain began around Wakefield. 
The Ilkley was not going to be the dry trial 
that my last, the Land’s End, had been. 
Calm preparation and a sound night’s 
sleep is usually a good idea before any 
such activity. Camping up on Otley 
Shevin meant that we had a great view of 
the trial territory, mist, black rainclouds 
rolling in on a very strong wind. Underfoot 
was decidedly wet and the chance of 
putting up an awning was nil. Not good 
when you have 2 Jack Russells whose 
kennel should be outside in it. Deciding to 
leave tool bags, etc. to the morning I 
headed off to signing on in my normal 
waterproofs, the idea being to ensure a 
dry set of clothes for the morning. 
Evening signing on is a great idea if 
you’ve come a long way as it buys time in 
the morning for a final prep. The few miles 
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return ride ensured I had a taste of what 
was probably to come on Sunday – I got a 
soaking. As to the restful night, howling 
wind and rain plus a dog alarm at 5.30am 
ensured I would not be late for 
scrutineering! Good news though, the 
weather had cleared. 
 
I’d been drawn number 30, final bike off 
and a bit of a pattern for me as it has 
seemed to happen on the last few events. 
It’s always a bit lonesome arriving at the 
start if you are not riding with friends, 
however I saw some familiar faces who 
were earlier in the running – hello Phil & 
co. 
 
“You must be John?” came the greeting 
from Jonathan Toulmin, followed by a 
chat about the weather, the bike and 
thank you for agreeing to write this article. 
No problem thinks I if I can remember 
what happened when and to whom. I 
should explain that I enter these events 
primarily to enjoy that (some would say 
perverted) sense of fun from getting 
soaked, muddy, cold, dusty, hot, bashed 
and bruised that is classic trialling. One 
has to have a sense of realism, both the 
Serow and I are longer in the tooth than 
we would like to be and I don’t ride often 
enough. Thus; enjoying is number one, 
finishing is next and improving on last 
year the final challenge. 
 
I said it can be lonesome, but I have 
always found this to be one sport were 
friendliness is top of the list. On the start 
line I meet Andy no 29 and admire 
Stephen’s very tidy competition Matchless 
(no 27). Its trials box, alloy engine and 
modified rear frame are all very much in 
order – jealousy sets in as I am a keen 
AJS/M’box man. Sorry you didn’t make it 
through to the end, what happened at 
Watergate 3 I wonder? Andy’s bike 
splutters and stalls at the junction – surely 
not terminal? No just forgot to switch the 
fuel on. I have a digital trip to supplement 
my KPH speedo and Andy is familiar with 

the area so navigation turns out to be a 
double act. 
 
Shortly out of Otley the first potential 
casualty is spotted, a Triumph with a flat 
rear and already someone has stopped to 
help. Hopefully, he’ll be fixed and back 
later.  
 
Being a later bike provides the chance to 
observe the good guys. “Gas Gas 
Pampera flies up hills at Hawpike ” well 
done Geoff (no 28), a sign of things to 
come? My challenge on the special test is 
to improve on last year’s no brainer and 
remember to ride through the final 
bollards! I do. We observe possibly the 
world’s fastest Bantam as no 26 slides 
astraddle the line. The marshal comments 
that she is glad she moved her car! Enjoy 
the views over Haw Pike says the route 
card, not as clear as last year but 
stunning and a reason in itself to do the 
trial. 
 
The rain has done its work and sections 
are very muddy and slippery. However, 
we observe Phil Sanders achieve a very 
impressive set of cleans in Strid Wood. 
Andy had appeared to ‘gun it’ on Strid 
Wood 3, not a bad tactic, unless of course 
you have an exploding throttle. It provides 
an excuse to have a breather. Believe it 
or not the sun was out and it was hot 
beneath all the weather gear riders had 
on. We fix the throttle elastoplast style, 
properly introduce ourselves and are 
good to go.  
 
Peel’s Wood is mud glorious mud from 
the start and typically for me I can’t get a 
grip as they say. I know a bad workman 
always blames his tools but I do wonder 
what I get wrong as this is one of my 
major reasons for failure. 
 
The roads are alive with budding Tour de 
Francers – some of them won’t see it if 
they don’t get better at tucking in on blind 
bends. We take a slight, unintended 
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detour, miss Stumps garage, get petrol 
down the road and backtrack, along with 
the Triumph, wheel inflated and back in 
the game. 
 
At the Brimham Lodge lunch halt Andy 
fixes his number plate, it’s not his day for 
small mishaps. I ask Serow owners how 
they get a grip! Lower your tyre pressure 
is the advice as one Serow’s tyre 
completely deflates – surely not that low 
thinks I settling for around 8psi. A silly dab 
at the top of the Brimham Lodge section 
cost me a 2 but in my world that is better 
than a number of previous sections! 
 
Being the last of the bikes means some 
that the cars are in close proximity. Whilst 
waiting in the woods we have a look at a 
certain special and its crew, resplendent 
in wax coats and pudding basin helmets. 
An excellent car powered by a motorcycle 
engine perhaps the perfect combination? I 
was going to identify this splendid 
machine until I realized that they did not 
appear to have a spill kit for the cuppa 
they were brewing in the cockpit! I would 
hate to drop them in it. 
 
Bluebell Wood had to be cancelled, too 
wet I guess, but Section 12, Longside, 
was also a carpet of blue (we thought at 
first it was Section 11, until we paid 
attention and noted the strike out on our 
score cards). An early car arrived, could 
not make it further than the entry track 
and decided to take a 12 and turnabout – 
sensible. Suffice it to say that I trimmed 
some of the wonderful carpet on my way 
up, with yet another silly foot costing me a 
10 on a section I would otherwise have 
cleared. 
 
Our flying bantam had picked up water on 
the early tracks. The second rebuild of the 
carb proved successful and after a bump 
start downhill we happily let him go ahead 
whilst still running well. Missed you at the 
end but see you got through – well done 
that man. 

I’m still smiling at this point so objective 
one is in hand. The next 3 sections at 
Watergate, I think are quite tricky, 
especially for the Serow (clearance and 
power). However this was one area I was 
looking forward to improving on. It’s an old 
moorland quarry I think. To my delight I 
cleared Watergate 1 which included a 
restart. Why can’t I do this on others? I 
also cleaned section 2 which really 
involves giving it plenty on both the steep 
climbs. What about section 3, could I 
make it a hat trick? This is a rocky 
section, keeping to the left looked a good 
option as long as I could avoid getting 
jammed beside the large rock midway. 
Unfortunately I ran out of umph at the top 
picking up a 2. I noticed later in the results 
that of the two other 225 Serows, 1 made 
it and one collected a 1. Second objective 
met at this stage as I had improved well 
on last year’s outcomes at Watergate. 
Hey Slack caught me on a 9 – pride 
before a fall, not literally thankfully. 
 
The restart on Sword Point 1 was trickier 
than it looked. I don’t think I even saw the 
low tree root I got my back wheel just 
behind. Yes it spun and I took just too 
long to free it and move forward. Going 
back down later you wonder how such a 
small obstacle can be so awkward. Note, 
must put my glasses on for that section. 
 
As we completed the Sword Point 
sections I wondered how some of the cars 
would manage as conditions were 
slippery. We were told that Brown’s 
Wood, the last section, was cancelled as 
the Dob Park Ford was too deep. Andy 
knew it so we went to take a look. Sure 
enough, it would be best described as a 
plunge rather than a splash. The only 
clean on that would have been the 
washing both bike and rider received as 
they floated away. 
 
Back to Otley Rugby Club, sign off and 
objective three is realized – to finish and 
as a bonus I had not fallen off nor broken 
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any bits of bike save losing an indicator 
lens (anyone pick it up?). A chance now 
to say thanks to Andy and others for the 
friendly company through the trial and a 
big thanks to all involved in running the 
event. Marshalls were great, admin. spot 

on and I noticed that everyone around me 
cleaned the ‘Meal section’ in the 
clubhouse. I had no trouble getting to 
grips with my vanilla slice (very low 
pressure at this point I guess). 
 

The Ilkley Trial – May 11th 2014 
by Stuart Bartlett – class 8 
Cannon 
 

A fter a very wet start to the 
journey up to Otley on Sunday 
morning the weather cleared as 
we got off the A1 at Wetherby. It 

was a leisurely journey up for a change, 
leaving home at 6.15am as we were 
running near the back. What was to await 
us at scrutineering after last year’s fiasco 
– the familiar faces of Pete and Carlie, at 
least scrutineering wouldn’t be a problem 
– what a relief to all. With scrutineering 
finished breakfast was the order of the 
day. 
 
Section 1 – Hawpike 1 – always a nice 
start to the trial this section but when we 
got there the queue was horrendous with 
a trail of trials cars stretching right through 
the farmyard, we were actually stopped 
on the lane prior to entering the farm yard. 
The reason for this was that the majority 
of cars were having to be towed out of the 
section, some from half way up the 
section. One and a half hours later and 
we cleaned the section with a steady 
drive out the top. 
 
Section 2 – Hawpike 2 – we’d all been 
stood watching this section from the 
farmyard and no cars were cleaning this 
section, we were no exception. Josh, 
Dean and Carl all had good clears on this 
hill, it was pure thick Yorkshire mud from 
the start. 
 
Section 3 – Highfield farm special test – 
always an enjoyable special test this one, 

even though I failed it with the back of the 
car hitting a cone and overshooting the 
finish. I think the farmer enjoys this too as 
every year he is there with his tractor and 
compressor blowing up tyres freely, a big 
thanks. 
 
Section 4 – Stridwood 1 – nice to see this 
one back as its not been used for a while, 
tyres let down and a nice climb saw us 
out of the top of this section. 
 
Section 5 – Stridwood 2 – I have never 
cleaned this section and this year was to 
be no different, caught in the middle in the 
same hole with the Cannon stuck on its 
belly, a nice tow out from the Land Rover 
yet again. 
 
Section 6 – Stridwood 3 – a bit of a delay 
on this section as we all had to help David 
Jackson, he had parked his car in a really 
nice position on the hill with his diff 
jammed against a rock, after a bit of to’ing 
and fro’ing he was clear. Not many cleans 
on this hill and Kieran and myself weren’t 
one of them, the 90 back onto the track 
caught us out with the front of the car half 
way up the bank, exactly the same 
position as Carl.  Dean and Charlie both 
had a good climb here – both clean. 
 
Section 7 – Peel’s Wood 1 – again 
another hill I’ve never cleaned with the 
class 8 deviation, and again not to be this 
year, but I did have the best climb I’ve 
ever had, getting a 6 and the 2nd highest 
climb class 8. Carl had a very good climb 
on this hill and was the only clear of the 
day. 
 
Section 8 – Peel’s Wood observed test – 
a nice blast through the nettles and 
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thistles saw us clean on this test. As we 
went out through the gate we passed a 
sorry looking Wasp belonging to Mike, we 
later found out the diff had failed on him 
making it undriveable. 
 
Section 9 – Wilson’s Wood – a deviation 
here for class 8s and what a deviation, 
keep to the right of the marker we were 
told, well we did but ended up hitting the 9 
marker and not turning in at all. 
 
Lunch halt – Brimham Farm – the only 
cars at the lunch halt were all the class 
8s, due to the long delay at Hawpike 1 it 
had really spread out all the cars. 
 
Section 10 – Brimham Lodge – I thought 
I’d had a really good climb here with 
Kieran and myself working really hard to 
bounce the car to a clean, only to be told 
by the marshal that I’d supposedly 
stopped at the 5 marker – oh well that’s 
trialing. 
 
Section 11 – Bluebell Wood – trials cars 
were going back and forth along the road 
as we approached Bluebell with them 
stopping and saying they couldn’t find the 
entrance to the section. John Bell C of C 
pulled over to say that it had been 
cancelled for some reason or other – he 
wasn’t sure himself at that point. I still 
don’t know why this section was 
cancelled. 
 
Section 12 – Longside Wood – this 
section was put into the Ilkley a few years 
ago after much work by Stan Peel, and 
what a section it is. A good blast from the 
start line, separate start line for us class 
8s, this year saw us to the 7 marker along 
with the majority, only Dean cleaned this 
section, Charlie got a 4, with the rest of us 
dragging our diff’s. Carl did clean this 
section but only after a cock up at the 
start that saw him put the car into reverse 
for some reason at the 12 marker. 
 
 

Section 13 – Watergate 1 – across the 
stream, clean off the restart saw us at the 
top, a nice section this with a different 
twist at the top each year. 
 
Section 14 – Watergate 2 – the bomb 
hole – a different twist this year saw us 
doing a 360 from the start line before the 
short steep exit, John Bell had put a 
restart here for class 8s, I didn’t listen to 
Kieran who said stop low, I went to high 
and after much smoke and effort failed, 
rolled back low and cleared with no effort 
required. A thump on the left arm from 
him for not listening.  
 
Section 16 – Hayslack – as we 
approached Dean and Charlie were 
exiting with mud and more mud 
everywhere on their cars – enjoy the bog 
where their exact words to us as we - 
stopped for a chat. Well they were right 
I’ve never seen Hayslack so wet and 
boggy – an 8 here and a tow out from the 
Land Rover – thanks. It was at this point 
we saw the last of Alistair and Bill who 
had been running with us for most of the 
day – loss of oil pressure I believe. 
 
Section 17 – Swordpoint 1 – a lovely 
twisty blast up through the trees, steep 
blast up to the tight 90 at the top – clear. 
 
Section 18 – Swordpoint 2 – my bogey 
hill, I always end up stopping on a tree 
root on the restart line, this year I’d 
planned it would be different.  I stopped 
well high in the restart box and pulled off 
with no problem with a straight climb to 
the top. Clear for once. 
 
Section 19 – Brown’s Wood – cancelled 
due to the Ford being flooded and 
impassable, apparently it had thrown it 
down with rain all day Saturday in 
Yorkshire. 
 
A steady drive back to Otley Rugby Club, 
and after getting loaded back up we had a 
very nice meal provided by Ilkley Motor 
Club. 
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All in all this was an excellent day, a 
thoroughly enjoyable trial – I do enjoy the 
Ilkley – organised and managed 
exceptionally well. The marshals handled 
each section well and were fair with their 
decisions!!! (still questioning Brimham 
Lodge decision) but fair with their 

approach. Well done to John and his 
team, I know the trial definitely overshot 
the finish time by a good couple of hours 
as the course closing car was three cars 
behind us, so a big thanks to all the 
marshals who stood on the hills a lot 
longer than planned. 

Silverstone 2014 
 

M Gs have been trialling since 
Old Number 1 made her 
sporting debut in 1925 on the 
Lands End Trial, 

photographed on Blue Hills 1 that year 
(and 80 years later!).  Works 
teams and privateers have 
made a big contribution over 
the years, and of course some 
of the pre-war machines are 
still taking on the rough stuff – 
in one case holding its head up 
in Class 8!  The club is 
celebrating 90 years of 
manufacture and sporting 
heritage at Silverstone on 21st 
and 22nd June, and amongst all 
of the shiny metal, racers and 
sprinters there will be a small 
exhibit of 5 MG’s representing 
all eras of trials participation, 

thanks to the efforts of their owners and 
support from MCC and ACTC.  If you’re 
there on Sunday, drop by and say hello. 
 
Adrian Tucker-Peake 

Old 
number 
one at 
Blue 
Hills 



35 

The 2014 Torbay Trial 
by Geoff Walker 
 

I t was to be an early off from Mine-
head if I was to drive down on the 
day (must be getting old), so I decid-
ed to travel down the night before 

with the motorhome and stay at the 
Kennford International campsite, just the 
other side of the road from the start. So it 
was an excellent location and meant a 
nice lie-in on Sunday morning. The 
weather that Saturday night was pretty 
rough at times, so I was expecting the 
sections to be a little wet, but thankfully 
Sunday was looking good. I pushed the 
‘bike out of the campsite and onto the 
road before firing her up, as it was still 
early and the campsite fraternity might 
not have been impressed!  
 
Just a four hundred yard ride to the car 
park and scrutineering which was all very 
friendly, civilised and straightforward, as 
was signing-on. Attaching the riding num-
bers to the ‘bike, I met up with Mick 
Whitehouse and we set off for the man-
datory bacon buttie and coffee. Then, as 
is so common, your start time comes 
round all too quickly and so off we go. 
Arriving at section 1, we see the ‘bikes of 
Philip Sanders and Claire Haskins sitting 
at the beginning of the section.  I am 
thinking that this is not looking good. It 
tuned out that Ian Myers had had a mis-
hap of a fall in the very deep water of the 
interestingly-named Waterless Lane to 
the point of having to turn the machine 
upside down in order to extract the water 
from the air box.   
 
We watched a few riders ahead of us 
tackle and it appeared that the right hand 
rut and straight through the middle 
seemed safe enough. I set off in second; 
gently through the water; and, on finding 
dry land on the other side, blipped the 
throttle and selected third for the climb 
out. To my surprise the throttle stuck wide 

open, this making an interesting ride for 
the remainder of the section but with a 
combination of clutch slipping, rear brak-
ing and sheer self-preservation, I man-
aged to clean the section and had the 
added bonus of the kill switch working 
once on the tarmac at the top (phew). 
 
So now toolbox and carb off to sort out 
the problem – a very big “thank you” to 
Mick Whitehouse whose toolkit was bet-
ter than mine and made the job quicker 
and easier, so after about fifteen minutes, 
off we go to section 2.  It was quite a 
tough climb and I was very happy to 
clean the section especially after a prob-
lematic start.  
 
After a short ride to Coombehead Copse, 
which had a slippery downhill approach to 
the section, it began in a gateway so 
making a very difficult start. The section 
did dry out under the trees near the top. 
[Sorry to the start observer as rumour has 
it that I showered her in mud from my 
over zealous need to get off to a flying 
start]. 
 
On to John Grants Lane and again it was 
more than tricky to get started, then a 
very short sharp climb for the motorcycle 
deviation and a tricky re-entry to the lane 
with a slippery right turn near the end. 
After a fairly lengthy ride, we come to 
Gale Farm, where a deviation is listed for 
the ‘bikes here, but it is not apparent. It is 
a short section with a tight right turn and 
steep climb becoming fairly dry higher up. 
Now there is a four-mile ride to sections 6 
and 7, both long but fairly gradual climbs 
through trees, one being very long with 
really soft mossy virgin ground – a really 
lovely section. Then it is on to Simms and 
Tipley, restarts for us on both sections 
but not too badly positioned. The ground 
was reasonably dry due to the trees and 
the camber of the ground. Next is Upper 
Kingswell, a strange and difficult section 
with a downhill start which was not a nat-
ural feature but is to be a challenge.  
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There is a slimey and tricky drop into the 
bottom before a very slippery and rutted 
climb out. Another tarmac ride to Palfreys. 
There is a very slippery and tricky start 
here, but once through the gate with a 
little momentum, the grassy climb is OK, 
but it was a really tricky testing getaway. 
 
Now there is another tarmac ride to the 
rest halt for a very well-earned sarnie, 
cake and coffee – all very nice and very 
reasonably priced. Ian Myers arrives a 
little after Mick and I, thankfully all up and 
running but still wearing some of Water-
less Lane. (Sorry to mention it Ian, I am 
sure my time will come, in fact I have 
been there and done that myself more 
than once!) 
 
After the enjoyable rest, we kick the bikes 
back into like (or push the button in Mick’s 
case) and off we go for the relatively short 
afternoon session. Sections 13 and 14 
come and go. On to Annies Steep, which 
is quite dry under trees and relatively 
straightforward although the high restart is 
one of those that could easily catch you 
out. Cod Wood is next, a fairly easy ride 
up to the restart and, as normal, I try to 
approach the line as slowly as possible to 
decide on the best place to give a realistic 
chance of a good getaway. The left hand 

side looks by far the flattest and best 
place to be, so I stop on the right with my 
rear wheel in the biggest hole ever seen, 
next to the Grand Canyon! Oops, there 
goes five marks, and the end of what 
could have been a clean sheet. 
 
Beardon Farm is next and a shortish run 
in to a tight right turn and a steepish grass 
climb but not too bad as long as you get 
going early. The special test is a short and 
sweet blast with a left hand turn to stop 
astride the line. The final section of the 
day is Coombehead Creek – tough and 
interesting – with a very tricky entry into a 
left hand turn with a camber thrown in for 
good measure followed by a tight right 
turn again with a nasty camber and a 
steep climb to the top.  
After a ride back to the start venue to sign
-off from what has been, for me, a very 
successful and enjoyable event. The route 
was not too long and there were a few 
tough sections which I find great and I 
enjoy the challenge, as long as they are 
not too tough and not too many to put off 
newcomers. For me, this event had the 
perfect balance, so “thank you”  to all the 
officials, organisers, helpers and observ-
ers that make this excellent event possi-
ble without whom we would not be able to 
have our day’s fun. 

The Ilkley Classic Trial 2014  
by Dave Sargeant 
 

A  first timer to this trial, it’s only 
the second trial in 5 years for 
me and the Beetle. I trialled from 
1992 to 2009 in the same VW 

Beetle, it has changed in colour and en-
gine size over the years, and when I 
parked it up in 2009 I thought that was it, 
and started a restoration of it in 2012 with 
the intention of putting it back on the road 
as a standard car, during this time my 

Dad retired from classic trials to concen-
trate on classic car shows with his Morris 
eight, and sold his trials Beetle. As I 
worked on the car I asked myself the 
question “how often will I use the car”? 
And what will I do with it? I came to the 
conclusion that there was only one option 
to get the use out of it, back on car trials. 
 
So a fully refurbished car, used for the 
first time on the Kyrle Trial in April, had a 
couple of engine problems causing the 
car to bog down dramatically on the start 
of sections, my passenger thought it was 
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his being too heavy!!, and after attempting 
8 sections with him sat in the front, I ad-
vanced the timing and the car came to life 
for the last couple of sections. 
 
So as the season was heading for a 
break I was keen to try the car out again, 
when I saw the Ilkley Trial advertised I 
thought I would give it a go, I was very 
impressed at the paperwork I received the 
tulip route card was brilliant and my navi-
gator Colin thought it much easier to fol-
low. 
 
A long run from Worcester and no oppor-
tunity to go the night before meant an 
early start for us leaving at 3am; we load-
ed the Beetle on the back of the truck and 
headed for Yorkshire. The weather fore-
cast was terrible and we drove through 
plenty of rain on the journey up, but as we 
arrived the weather improved and we had 
a clear sky and a bit of sunshine. 
 
We arrived at the start venue, The Otley 
Rugby Club at 7am, with plenty of time for 
scrutineering by Pete and Carlie Hart, and 
onto the sandwich van for a bacon butty. 
It was a strange looking car park, with 
mainly class 5, 7, and 8 cars, the order of 
the day, we were the only Beetle and 
class 4 competitor, which was a shame 
as we wanted to see how competitive the 
car was against similar machinery, 
 
We seem to be surrounded by Suzukis 
from class 5 and a couple of Liege other-
wise we didn’t see many other cars on the 
whole trip round, the weather was kind 
and we rarely saw a spot of rain, and the 
scenery was breath-taking. 
 
Hill 1: Hawpike 1. We arrived to find a big 
queue, most cars in front of us only just 
got through the gate and stopped on the 
first steep lump to the right, then a couple 
of cars started to go through the top as 
we started our climb, we went through the 
first part of the section and up the steep 
bank then came a sharp right hander 

which I didn’t turn fast enough catching 
the bank and coming to a grinding halt on 
the 4 marker. Looking through the results 
there were plenty of cleans on this hill. 
 
Hill 2: Hawpike 2. A strange hill next, not 
much opportunity to climb this unless you 
were in a class 8 car, sheer mud, all we 
could do was flatten the tyres and floor it, 
we reached an 8 fairly good result only 3 
class 8 cleared this section. 
 
Highfield Farm: observed test, it was a 
brilliant test, long and windy plenty of 
scope for error! Slippery at the top, so it 
made it difficult to pull away after the re-
verse. 
 
Hill 4: Strid Wood 1. A sharp turn to the 
left and in a couple of ruts that we could-
n’t break out of, there was a huge lump at 
the 5 marker on the right that the Beetle 
refused to go over and stopped dead. A 
mixed number on the results of clears and 
11s, the marshals tested my front tow eye 
here and promptly ripped it clean off the 
front of the car, my fault, need to weld a 
stronger bracket on now. 
 
Hill 5: Strid Wood 2. Straight onto this 
section, there was no clear track just 
mud, so we went flat out and reached a 6, 
looking through the results only 7 cars 
went higher than this, with 4 cleans. 
 
Hill 6: Strid Wood 3. A steep hill, from an 
angled start line, very grassy and slippy at 
the bottom, probably should have 
dropped the tyres down lower but we had 
a fair attempt reaching a 9,lots of 11s and 
12s given on this hill. 
 
Hill 7: Peels Wood 1. We went through 
the hole in the wall and drove into the 
field, and managed to watch the 2 Leige 
cars and a couple of Suzukis from class 5 
fail the section at the top, we were on 12 
psi here and we pushed hard from the 
bottom, it was extremely slippery but we 
reached the very steep sharp right hander 

38 

at the top and bounced our way through 
section ends, 1 of only 3 cars through with 
Julian Lack in class 7 and Carl Talbot  in 
class 8. 
 
Peels Wood 2: observed test. This was a 
more straightforward test and the long 
grass made it more slippery than it 
looked. We got 19.6 seconds.  
 
Hill 9: Wilsons Wood. A cracking section 
really enjoyed the hill, the restart had 
been cancelled which was a shame as I 
thought it would have caught a few out 
here, the hill started quite flat then went 
sharp left and steeply uphill, lots of loose 
rock then very greasy at the top of the 
section, quite a few cleans on this section, 
there were lots of spectators at the bot-
tom, with a marquee set up in the woods, 
enjoying the atmosphere. 
 
Onto the rest halt, we were running late 
as the previous section had taken a while 
to clear, so not much of a stop and we 
were off again. 
 
Hill 10: Brimham Lodge. An interesting 
section along a slight gradient and across 
the long grassy field to a sharp left hander 
and steep final climb, in mud, we reached 
the muddy section and stopped on the 5 
marker par for the course by the look of 
the results only 4 class 8 cars and David 
Golightly in class 5 cleared the section. 
 
Hill 11: Bluebell Wood. A long run on the 
road to reach this section and we were 
struggling to find the section we finally 
saw a small sign saying cancelled sec-
tion, so on we went to:.. 
 
Hill 12: Longside Wood A long wait whilst 
we waited to attempt the section, a Suzuki 
had fetched a tyre off a wheel and was 
changing it at the bottom, whilst another 
car had gone off the track and was being 
recovered. We waited our turn and with 
very low tyre pressures we attacked the 
hill, reaching 8, most of the cars reached 
the 7 point. 

Hill 13: Watergate.1 Well there was water 
at the start; a small stream to drive 
through, which made the tyres slippery as 
we attempted the section. There was a 
very loose rock half way up but we had a 
straightforward climb to the top, most of 
the trial cleaned this hill. 
 
Hill 14: Watergate 2. A really tight short, 
steep section, then once cleared there 
was another one next to it, it looks like 
you either got an 8 or cleaned it, it was 
too much for the Beetle and we couldn’t 
get around the first corner to have a real 
go at the section. 
 
Hill 16: Hay Stack We were running seri-
ously low on fuel, even though we had put 
half a tank in at the only fuel stop, the 
scenery was fantastic but we were rolling 
down the road hills to try and make it to 
the section, when we reached the section 
as there was a queue my passenger Colin 
managed to purchase some fuel from a 
spectator who had a jerry can full, we 
promptly filled into the car and were ready 
to go again, thanks to whoever that guy 
was? This hill was long grass flat road, 
and then a sharp right hander in deep 
mud. We went steadily across and floored 
the throttle to attempt the muddy bank 
reaching a 7 the best cars only reaching 6 
and the best motorbike reached a 4. 
 
Hill 17: Sword Point. We pushed on as 
the time was getting on and we had a 
long journey home, to Sword Point 1 a 
nice section just off the road across tree 
roots and through the woods, there was a 
restart for other classes on the 4 marker 
and some nasty tree roots, this stopped 
us and a fair few others, it was cleaned by 
2 cars in class 7 and 5 in class 8. 
 
Hill 18: Sword Point 2. This became the 
last hill as the final section was cancelled, 
another similar looking hill to the one be-
fore, but it had a sting in the tail, I rushed 
the start of this as I was conscious of the 
time and should have placed the car in a 
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2014 MGCC 
Lintridge Farm 
Trial 
 
 
 
(Photos by Jonathan 
Toulmin) 
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better place, looking at the results many 
others did the same, the tree roots at the 
start line were perfect for stopping the 
motion, and after burning rubber on them 
and bouncing and turning the steering for 
all we were worth we didn’t move a milli-
metre, and it looks like you either cleaned 
it or got a 12. 
 
A brilliant trial thoroughly enjoyed by us 
both, a long way to go and come back in a 

day, but so worth it, the scenery, the hills, 
the organisation was all fantastic. 
 
Well done to all the class winners. 
 
A big thank you to John Bell and his fellow 
organisers, and the food to end the trial 
was superb I will certainly do the trial 
again, now I know what the hills are like 
maybe do better next time. 

We also ran on the Kyrle 
by Robert Hodgkinson 

 

H aving studied the weather 
forecast for some days we were 
prepared for a wet weekend. 
Therefore trailering, rather than 

enjoying open air motoring through the 
border counties was our preferred option 
and we finally arrived at our B&B, an 
excellent hostelry in Goodrich on 
Saturday  night. This for me was a 
nostalgic location, as my mother was born 
in the village in 1905. 
 
On Sunday we joined the queue for 
scrutineering only to discover MSA 
officials wearing jackets and ties doing the 
job. This year there was no talk of trials’ 
cars needing mud flaps and we passed 
with no advisories, only to find at the start 
that the near side rear brake had locked 
up. After much fiddling and delicate 
surgery with a lump hammer we were on 
our way, but already last in the field. This 
minor problem was to be our downfall as 
being the last runner the 50 cars ahead of 
us had deepend the ruts, causing us to 
bottom out on many sections. This was 
clearly demonstrated at the first section, 
Griffiths Grove, where, having slithered 
along the tortuous access road we only 
managed 5 yards before grounding. 
 
We skipped the next section as the queue 
was very long and wanted to make up 
time. Section 3, Howards Way, was our 

best effort of the day, scoring 2. However 
the car started to overheat, giving a good 
impression of a Stanley Steamer. We 
waited for it to cool down and many 
thanks to those who stopped and 
proffered assistance.  
 
Fifteen minutes later we were off again 
and down the hill to Pillbox, which only the 
class 8s cleared, when our sump once 
more developed a limpet like attraction to 
the mud and only after 5 yards we ground 
to a sticky halt and scored a 12. 
Meanwhile Bob and Terry Hart in their 
disabled Troll were at the bottom of the 
section, having broken a half-shaft or diff. 
 
Then it was on to Jack and Jill (collective 
groan) where the best was Adrian Marfell, 
with a score of 0 on Jack and 4 on Jill. So 
many class 8s nearly got to the top of 
Jack, but faltered on the last tree root. 
Suffice it to say we nearly got the restart 
on Jill, which was the average for class 7. 
 
At Piano Bend, once again Adrian was the 
only car to clear, while we stormed to a 
class average of 10 and at Ty’s Trek 
history repeated itself with only Adrian 
and Tris White being the ones to clear. On 
then to Pludds where, after shredding a 
rear tyre on the sharp rocks, we managed 
a class average 6 on the restart. 
 
No one cleared Mine—Duncan Stevens 
had to retire the Dutton with a seized 
engine and as we got to the top of the first 
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incline the sump guard stuck to the mud 
on the tight right hander, ensuring a 9. 
Last year we cleaned it! 
 
At Barty’s Bank Matt Facey in his class 3 
BMW 315 blew the supercharger, but he 
had done well up until then.  
 
At Rock Garden we got to the restart but 
ran out of ground clearance and failed to 
get off the line, along with two others. 
 
Waiting at the forest at Stompers we were 
joined by John Ludford, but lost Chris 
Thompson in his green Marlin with battery 
problems. Unfortunately, even after we 
jump started him he had to retire. 
 
Observed test Alfa showed up some 
interesting times, with many cars being 
caught out by the acute reverse over line 
C and having to take a second stab at it. 
 
After lunch Blaize was next, where we 
heard lots of shouting and commotion, as 
Murray Montgomery-Smith freed himself 
from being impaled on a tricky tree stump 

at the 5 marker. Only 2 cars cleared—
Adrain Dommett in the Wolseley and Ian 
Facey in the BMW Z3. There is an  
extraordinary amount of ground clearance 
which he has coaxed out of the 
suspension of this car from many nights 
with a welding torch, fitting and fettling. 
 
We are seeing a sea-change in the type 
of cars on trials. Ian’s  budget was £1,000 
for which he has developed a trials 
prepared competitive  car. Who knows, 
but in ten years time we might be seeing 
a Toyota Prius (good torque) competing? 
 
At Waterworks everyone in classes 
2,6,4,3 and 7 scored a 9 and no one 
cleared it at all. Was it the tricky 90 
degree left hander we all failed at? 
 
Then it was on to Badgers, the long and 
muddy final section, where only Dudley 
and local man Ed Wells in his Dutton 
cleared in class 7. In class 5 Ian Facey  in 
his BMW tried it in 2nd gear, but both rear 
tyres came off the rims! However he still 
gained a 1st in class. 

Dudley Sterry MG J2 on the Kyrle 
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Whitchurch 

MOT 
Centre 

 

Adrian Marfell 
01600 890218




 Air Cooled VW Experts 

 Class 4 Beetles a speciality 

 Tyre Racks 

 Sumpguards 

 Turn-Key Cars 

 In fact, everything you need to 
keep your trials VW 
competitive 

Just off the A40 between Ross and 
Monmouth,  where the Kyrle starts 
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Motorcycle Tables 2014

Pouncy League Ex Exm Nor Cha Tor LE Ilk T&T Tar Edi ExC Tam Har NW Total  Events
Philip Sanders 12 . 11 11 10 12 10 . . . . . . . 66.0 6
Ian Myers 12 7 10 . . 8 10 . . . . . . . 47.0 5
David Craddock 12 12 . . 8 12 . . . . . . . . 44.0 4
Geoff Walker . . . 11 12 . 12 . . . . . . . 35.0 3
Kathy Martin . 4 . 4 9 5 12 . . . . . . . 34.0 5
Mick Whitehouse . 9 . 9 12 . . . . . . . . . 30.0 3
Edward Griffin . 7 . 2 . . . . . . . . . . 9.0 2
Stephen Bailey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 0
Chris Lidstone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 0

Red Rose Bowl
Alexander Lidgate 12 9 12 7 8 12 12 . . . . . . . 72.0 7
Geoff Westcott 8 8 . 6 10 12 . . . . . . . . 44.0 5
Steve Urell 12 11 . 10 1 8 . . . . . . . . 42.0 5
Peter Adams . . . 5 6 2 . . . . . . . . 13.0 3
Andrew Martin . R . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 0

All in all it could have been worse. The 
rain failed to appear and we finished in 
one piece. However in two decades of 
competing on the Kyrle this performance 
was our worst.  
 
We missed our mentor, David Golightly, 
who usually turns up having competed on 
the VSCC Scottish Trial on the 
Saturday—we have since learned that he 
broke a half shaft on the second 
section—even he can have bad luck! 
 

Our thanks go the organisers and good 
humoured marshals who waited patiently 
for our late appearance at the sections 
 
Finally, and not due to this event I would 
like to add that our Marlin is for sale. It is 
in good working order, just needing a 
new nut behind the steering wheel! So if 
you are interested please ring me on 
0780 8687738. 
 
We are going vintage, but will be back 
again on the Kylre. 

A new generation of trialists? 
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BSW Accounting Services 
 

Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
Self Employed, need help with your accounts or self assessment tax return on 

line?  Need to set up a Limited Company? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
VAT   PAYE  NIC Pensions  Capital & Annual Investment allowances 
P&L Balance Sheet  Cash book  Purchase & Sale Books Cash Flow 

 
Free 1st consultation to work through options 

Contact - Barbara.selkirk@bswservices.co.uk 
www.bswservices.co.uk    01584 814594/ 07722 820933 

Championship Chat 
 

.I can’t believe that we’ve arrived at the 
summer break in the 2014 trialling season 
so rapidly. It seems only five minutes ago 
that it was the Exeter and the start of 
another round of events. 
 
Judging by the broad grins and smiles 
that were evident on the faces of the 
organisers, competitors and marshals the 
inaugural Durham Dales Trial was a great 
success. I was particularly impressed by 
the lunch offered at the wonderfully 
named Hagg’s Bank Bunkhouse, from the 
car park of which one could see the first 
section after lunch – HaggsB ank – which 
seemed to rise more or less vertically. It 
wasn’t quite as steep in practice however. 
 
On now to the first half of the 2014 
season and the state of play in the various 
championships. Carl Talbot seems to 

have a stranglehold on the Wheelspin so 
far, with three outright wins and an 
eighteen point gap to second placed man 
Keith Sanders. Tris White in his Troll is 
third, eight points adrift of Keith, with Mike 
Chatwin a single point behind that and a 
highly competitive class 5 David 
Golightly only another point back in fifth. 
 
Stuart Bartlett, Dean Partington and 
James Shallcross are well in touch with 
the leaders so there are likely to be 
changes before the end of the season. 
 
It’s much tighter at the top of the 
Crackington but the same two drivers, 
Carl and Keith head that one, too. 
There’s a newish name, to me at any rate, 
in third place, Trevor Wood, who is 
followed by David Golightly in fourth, 
with Nick Deacon, Tris White, Ryan 
Tonkin and Stuart Bartlett in close 
attendance. 
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The Navigator’s League is headed by 
Carla Smith, passenger for David 
Golightly in class 5, followed by Stuart 
Bartlett, Jack Selwood and Ralph 
Talbot. Second lady navigator is Hollie 
Wood, who assists Matt Facey in the 
BMW followed by three more ladies, 
Carlie Hart, Gaby Albertova and Donny 
Allen. I’m always very nervous about this 
particular table because of the number of 
‘TBA’ annotations against the 
passenger’s name. If you might be a 
‘TBA’ please check that you have been 
credited with your due tally of points, and 
if not let me know and I’ll sort it out. 
 
Motorcycles now and the Pouncy 
League is currently led by Phil Sanders 
with two full mark scores in his five 
scoring events so far. Second place is 
held by Ian Myers, also on five scoring 
events, by three points from last year’s 
winner, Dave Craddock. Geoff Walker 
holds fourth place with two class wins and 
a second place in his three scoring 
events and currently in fifth spot is Kathy 
Martin, fresh from her triumph of winning 
class B1 on the Ilkley Trial. 
 
Alexander Lidgate, last year’s Red 
Rose Bowl champion dominates again 
this year with four wins out of seven 
scoring events. However, second placed 

Geoff Westcott has two scoring events 
in hand, as does Steve Urell in third slot. 
The various tables should appear 
elsewhere in this Restart. As usual the 
car tables include only those that have 
scored so far. Please have a good look at 
the tables and let me know if you think 
there are any errors. 
 
Normally over the years when I’ve been 
writing this piece for the June Restart my 
mind sometimes wanders pleasantly off 
to contemplate the three days that I shall 
spend working as a spectator marshal at 
the Goodwood Festival of Speed. Not this 
year though. The event insurers have 
apparently insisted that ‘professional’ 
crowd control personnel should be used 
in the jobs that I, and around 200 other 
keen pistonheads, had been doing since 
1997 (in my case). The Hon. Sec is 
similarly affected so you will see a couple 
of really grumpy old men if you see us in 
the next few months. 
 
Enough of that. Do enjoy your summer 
and return refreshed and re-fettled to do 
battle with the sections in September and 
I hope to see you at the top of them later 
this year. 
 

Chris Phillips 
Championship Secretary 

Navigator's League 2014
Ex ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Total Events

Carla Smith . 8.0 . 8.9 10.4 8.9 . . 10.9 . . . . . . 47.1 5
Kieran Bartlett . 9.8 . 6.0 9.6 . 8.0 . 6.0 . . . . . . . 39.4 5
Jack Selwood 3.0 . 10.3 9.5 . . 10.2 5.0 . . . . . . . . 38.0 5
Ralph Talbot . R . 11.0 . 10.6 4.0 . 11.0 . . . . . . . 36.6 4
Hollie Wood . . 10.2 10.9 . 9.6 R . . . . . . . . . 30.7 3
Carlie Hart . 11.0 . . . 9.9 . 5.0 . . . . . . . . 25.9 3
Gaby Albertova 5.0 10.1 . . . 9.4 . . . . . . . . . . 24.5 3
Donny Allen . . . 8.0 . 8.9 . 5.0 . . . . . . . . 21.9 3
James Trainor . 10.2 . . . R 9.2 . . . . . . . . . 19.4 2
Norton Selwood 5.0 . R . . 10.3 3.0 . . . . . . . . 18.3 3
Chris Phillips . 6.8 . . . . 11.0 . . . . . . . . . 17.8 2
Tim Cookman . . 8.5 . . 5.9 . . . . . . . . . . 14.4 2
Nick Wood 1.0 . . 6.9 . 3.8 . . . . . . . . . . 11.7 3
Pat Toulmin . . . . . . . 5.0 5.9 . . . . . . . 10.9 2
David Slade . . . 7.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.5 1
Mark Ensoll 1.0 5.0 . R . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.0 2
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Crackington Table 2014
Ex ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Total Events

Carl Talbot . R 10.6 11.0 10.6 10.6 4.0 . 11.0 . . . . . . . 57.8 6
Keith Sanders . 11.0 10.8 10.9 . 10.8 9.4 . . . . . . . . . 52.9 5
Trevor Wood 5.0 8.0 7.5 3.0 . 7.9 8.0 1.0 9.9 . . . . . . . 50.3 8
David Golightly . 8.0 . 8.9 10.4 8.8 . . 10.9 . . . . . . . 47.0 5
Nick Deacon 3.0 9.0 9.8 7.9 . 7.8 8.4 . . . . . . . . . 45.9 6
Tris White . 10.8 8.6 10.0 . . 11.0 . . . . . . . . . 40.4 4
Ryan Tonkin . . 10.3 9.9 . 9.4 10.4 . . . . . . . . . 40.0 4
Stuart Bartlett . 9.8 . 6.0 9.6 . 8.0 . 6.0 . . . . . . . 39.4 5
Matt Facey . . 10.2 10.9 . 9.6 R . . . . . . . . . 30.7 3
Michael Chatwin . 8.8 . 8.0 8.6 . 5.0 . R . . . . . . . 30.4 4
Ed Wells . 10.0 . 9.0 . . 10.0 . . . . . . . . . 29.0 3
David Haizelden . . 9.2 9.5 . . 10.2 . . . . . . . . . 28.9 3
Brian Alexander . 2.0 6.8 . . 5.8 7.4 1.0 4.9 . . . . . . . 27.9 6
Charles Knifton . 7.8 . 2.0 7.6 . 3.0 . 7.0 . . . . . . . 27.4 5
Mal Allen . . . 8.0 . 8.9 9.0 . . . . . . . . . 25.9 3
Peter Hart . 11.0 . . . 9.9 . 5.0 . . . . . . . . 25.9 3
Dudley Sterry 3.0 6.8 . 0.0 . . 11.0 5.0 . . . . . . . . 25.8 4
Aaron Haizelden . . 10.3 9.9 . 4.9 . . . . . . . . . . 25.1 3
Julian Lack 5.0 9.0 . R . . . . 10.9 . . . . . . . 24.9 3
Richard Peck 5.0 10.2 . . . . 9.4 . . . . . . . . . 24.6 3
James Shallcross 5.0 10.1 . . . 9.4 . . . . . . . . . . 24.5 3
Adrian Dommett . . . . . 10.5 10.2 . . . . . . . . . 20.7 2
Dick Bolt 5.0 . . R . . 10.3 5.0 . . . . . . . . 20.3 3
John White . . . 10.9 . . 9.4 . . . . . . . . . 20.3 2
John Bell . 10.6 R . R R 9.2 . . . . . . . . . 19.8 2
Brian Partridge 1.0 . . 0.0 . 9.6 0.0 . 9.0 . . . . . . . 19.6 3
Michael Leete . 9.2 . . 10.2 . . . . . . . . . . . 19.4 2
Roger Goldthorpe . 3.0 . . 10.5 . . . 4.9 . . . . . . . 18.4 3
Stuart Highwood 1.0 5.0 10.5 R . . . 1.0 . . . . . . . . 17.5 4
David Sargeant . . . . . . 7.4 . 10.1 . . . . . . . 17.5 2
Tony Young . . . 8.9 . . 8.4 . . . . . . . . . 17.3 2
Murray Montgomery-Smith . 0.0 . 5.0 . R 7.0 5.0 . . . . . . . . 17.0 3
Joshua Moss . . . 7.0 . . . . 10.0 . . . . . . . 17.0 2
Ross Cookman . . 8.5 . . 5.9 . . . . . . . . . . 14.4 2
Ian Davis . . . . . . 6.0 . 8.0 . . . . . . . 14.0 2
Colin Burrow 3.0 . 7.8 . . . . 3.0 . . . . . . . . 13.8 3
John Wilton . . . 9.2 . R . 3.0 . . . . . . . . 12.2 2
Mike Workman . . . 5.0 . . 7.0 . . . . . . . . . 12.0 2
Tony Branson . 6.0 . . . . . . 5.9 . . . . . . . 11.9 2
Harry Butcher . . . 6.9 . . . 5.0 . . . . . . . . 11.9 2
Jonathan Toulmin 1.0 R . . . . . 5.0 5.9 . . . . . . . 11.9 3
Chris Thompson 1.0 . . 6.9 . 3.8 R . . . . . . . . . 11.7 3
Robert Hodgkinson . 2.0 . . 6.5 . 3.0 . R . . . . . . . 11.5 3
Gary Browning . . . . . 10.9 . . . . . . . . . . 10.9 1
Julian Dommett . . . . . 10.9 . . . . . . . . . . 10.9 1
Peter Jones . . 5.8 . . . . 5.0 . . . . . . . . 10.8 2
Nick Cleal . . R 10.5 . R . . . . . . . . . . 10.5 1
Emma Robilliard . . . . . 10.4 . . . . . . . . . . 10.4 1
Adrian Tucker-Peake . . . . . . . . 10.1 . . . . . . . 10.1 1
Adrian Marfell . . . 0.0 . . 10.0 . . . . . . . . . 10.0 1
Caroline Ugalde 5.0 . . . . . . 5.0 . . . . . . . . 10.0 2
Rob Wells . 7.0 . R . . . 3.0 . . . . . . . . 10.0 2
Dean Partington 3.0 . . . 6.6 . . . . . . . . . . . 9.6 2
Rob Haworth 1.0 7.0 . . . . . 1.0 . . . . . . . . 9.0 3
Nigel Moss . . . 9.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.0 1
Stewart Green . . 8.3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.3 1
Nick Farmer 5.0 . . . . . . 3.0 . . . . . . . . 8.0 2
David Jackson 3.0 R . 0.0 . . . . 5.0 . . . . . . . 8.0 2
John Ludford 3.0 0.0 . 0.0 . . 5.0 . . . . . . . . . 8.0 2
Alan Selwood 3.0 . . . . . . 5.0 . . . . . . . . 8.0 2
Michael Warnes 3.0 . . . . . . 5.0 . . . . . . . . 8.0 2
John Cavendish . . . 7.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.5 1
John Looker . . . . . . 7.4 . . . . . . . . . 7.4 1
Ian Moss . . . 6.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.9 1
Richard Houlgate 3.0 R . . . . . 3.0 . . . . . . . . 6.0 2
Dave Broom 5.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 1
Terry Mattin 5.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 1
Duncan Welch . . . . . . . 5.0 . . . . . . . . 5.0 1
Philip Aubrey . . . . . . 4.0 . . . . . . . . . 4.0 1
Mark Dillon 3.0 . . R . . . 1.0 . . . . . . . . 4.0 2
Peter Mountain . . . R . . . 3.0 . . . . . . . . 3.0 1
Neal Vile . . . . . . . 3.0 . . . . . . . . 3.0 1
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Wheelspin Table 2014
Ex ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam Har All CaC Total Events

Carl Talbot 10 8 10 7 3 10 48.0 6
Keith Sanders 9 8 5 8 30.0 4
Tris White 1 4 7 10 22.0 4
Michael Chatwin 8 8 5 21.0 3
David Golightly 3 4 5 8 20.0 4
Stuart Bartlett 9 7 3 19.0 3
Dean Partington 3 6 6 15.0 3
James Shallcross 5 10 15.0 2
Julian Lack 5 9 14.0 2
Charles Knifton 7 2 4 13.0 3
Michael Leete 7 5 12.0 2
Ian Davis 5 5 10.0 2
Adrian Dommett 10 10.0 1
John White 10 10.0 1
Dick Bolt 5 5 10.0 2
Caroline Ugalde 5 5 10.0 2
Adrian Marfell 9 9.0 1
Joshua Moss 2 7 9.0 2
Trevor Wood 5 1 2 8.0 3
Nick Farmer 5 3 8.0 2
Alan Selwood 3 5 8.0 2
Dudley Sterry 3 5 8.0 2
Michael Warnes 3 5 8.0 2
Nick Deacon 3 4 7.0 2
John Bell 6 6.0 1
Nigel Moss 6 6.0 1
Mike Workman 6 6.0 1
Colin Burrow 3 3 6.0 2
Richard Houlgate 3 3 6.0 2
Jonathan Toulmin 1 5 6.0 2
Dave Broom 5 5.0 1
David Haizelden 5 5.0 1
Terry Mattin 5 5.0 1
Richard Peck 5 5.0 1
Stuart Highwood 1 3 1 5.0 3
Harry Butcher 5 5.0 1
Peter Hart 5 5.0 1
Peter Jones 5 5.0 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith 5 5.0 1
Duncan Welch 5 5.0 1
Mat Facey 1 3 4.0 2
Mark Dillon 3 1 4.0 2
Roger Goldthorpe 3 3.0 1
David Jackson 3 3.0 1
John Ludford 3 3.0 1
Peter Mountain 3 3.0 1
Neal Vile 3 3.0 1
Rob Wells 3 3.0 1
John Wilton 3 3.0 1
Rob Haworth 1 1 2.0 2
Brian Partridge 1 1.0 1
Stephen Potter 1 1.0 1
Emma Robilliard 1 1.0 1
Chris Thompson 1 1.0 1
Ryan Tonkin 1 1.0 1
Brian Alexander 1 1.0 1
Nigel Jones 1 1.0 1
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*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 

 2014 Dates Event Organising Club Status
Fri 3 Jan Exeter MCC Championship C/M
Sun 19 Jan Clee Hills MAC Championship C
Sun 26 Jan Exmoor North Devon MC Championship C/M
Sun 2 Feb Cotswold Clouds Stroud MC Championship C
Sun 2 Feb North Coast Camel Vale *
Sun 9 Feb Launceston L&NCMC *
Sat 15 Feb Northern Fellside Championship C/M
Sat 15 Feb Exmoor Fringe Trial VSCC *
Sun 23 Feb Chairmans Holsworthy Championship M
Sat 1 Mar Derbyshire VSCC *
Sun 2 Mar March Hare Falcon MC ACTC Invite
Sun 2 Mar Camel Heights Camel Vale *
Sat 8 March Ebworth Stroud MC ACTC Invite
Sat 15 Mar Herefordshire Trial VSCC *
Sun 16 Mar Bovey Down Windwhistle ACTC Invite
Sun 23 Mar Torbay Torbay MC Championship C/M
Sun 6 April Kyrle Ross & District Championship C
Sat 12 Apr Scottish Trial VSCC *
Fri 18 Apr Land's End MCC Championship C/M
Mon 21 Apr Presidents Camel Vale *
Sun 11 May Ilkley Trial Ilkley MC Championship C/M
Sat 14 Jun ACTC Awards Ceremony
Sun 6 Jul Testing Trial (TBC) MCC
Sun 7 Sep ACTC AGM
Sat 13 Sept Yorkshire Trial VSCC *
Sun 21 Sept Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship C/M
Sun 28 Sept Tarka North Devon MC Championship M
Sat 4 Oct Edinburgh MCC Championship C/M
Sat 11 Oct Welsh Trial VSCC *
Sun 12 Oct Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship C/M
Sun 19 Oct Mechanics Stroud MC ACTC Invite
Sun 26 Oct Tamar L&NCMC Championship C/M
Sun 2 Nov Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite
Sat 8 Nov Lakeland Trial VSCC *
Sun 16 Nov Hardy Woolbridge Championship C/M
Sat 22 Nov Cotswold Trial VSCC *
Sun 30 Nov Allen BMC&LCC Championship C
Sun 30 Nov Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship M
Sun 7 Dec Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship C

FORTHCOMING EVENTS


