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Firstly  I would like to thank our photographers and in particular Alexender Jefferson, 
Alexander is 12 and is Fred Mills’ grandson. Good to see youngsters involved. 
 
I was wondering what to say in this editorial and it suddenly came to me that I have 
been editing Restart for 15 years now. March 1998 was my first issue, so that is just 
over 60 issues I have produced  (same as my age!!)  
 
I started to reflect on the changes over the years. I have three box files from the early 
years (not sure why I have kept them—must be because I am a librarian!) and it is 
interesting to note the changes. In those days most copy was received by post and 
much of it handwritten or typed on a typewriter, although some was word-processed, but 
not sent via email. All of the photographs were sent to me by post and our printer 
scanned them for me. Now almost all copy is received by email and all the photos are 
digital. There was a stage when I used OCR software for the typed copy, but I haven’t 
used this for quite a while—probably wouldn’t work on my new PC anyway! 
 
In those days we used the Midland Automobile Club’s printer, Jeremy Bouckley, and I 
had to go to his house in Sutton Coldfield to deliver the copy on the Sunday evening 
(quite a trek). I still get the copy to our current printers (Hertfordshire Display) on Sunday 
evenings, but it is uploaded to their website (better for the environment!). My early 
issues were printed on calendered (shiny) paper and were 64 pages, long although the 
type face was bigger and I now get more copy into 48 pages. This was before the 
current postage rates of course. 
 
The March 1998 issue was black and white, except for some blue on the cover, a full 
colour cover was introduced in March 1999 and then some colour pages inside in June 
2004. More colour would be good, but there is a cost issue. 
 
In 1998 my Assistant Editor was Dennis Greenslade, Gerald Burridge was ACTC 
Secretary, Roger Pole was President and the Chairman was …………. Simon Woodall. 
Two of the advertisers from those days still support the magazine —Tim Whelllock and 
Julian Fack – very many thanks for this guys. Some features have disappeared, mostly 
because of the internet, in particular Market Place and the publication of trial results. 
What will happen next……………? 
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I n the October issue of Restart I put 
forward some off the cuff proposals as 
to how some fine tuning of the class 
structure might help our sport move 

forward into the twenty-first century. The 
text was also posted on my blog – 
www.actcchat.blogspot.com. Quite a large 
number of people expressed opinions on 
a well know social media website. The 
main surprise was the strength of feeling 
from the class 4 fraternity who don’t seem 
to want to change much, although that 
might be because most of the protagonists 
are VW drivers and therefore have the 
most to gain by maintaining the status 
quo. The counter argument has to be that 
the rear engine fraternity is the only one to 
have two classes. Should we split the front
-engined saloons at 1300cc as well? Then 
maybe we would have a set up whereby 
the cross-flow purists can stick to 1300cc 
engines, and the Duratec and much 
modified can play amongst themselves. 
We could perhaps merge the two into a 
single class 4 – all saloons up to 1300cc 
with the more powerful Escorts battling it 
out with the grippier but underpowered 
Beetles? 
 
The Ford camp remains split between 
those that believe that the fitment of later 
engines is an acceptable use of the 
change of engines rule, and those that 
think that engines should remain, if not 
totally original, then at least in period for 
the car being used. A change to this rule 
to insist on changed engines being 
available at the same time as the vehicle 
to which it is being fitted would appease 
the “Kent series purists” in class 3, whilst 
still allowing the use of, for example 

Zetecs in Scimitars, and Type 4 engines in 
Beetles. 
 
The same social media website that 
generated some of the comments touched 
on above also identified one of the most 
difficult problems that are faced by the rule 
makers – the urban myth. Several of the 
comments were prefixed with the words “I 
thought” followed by some belief that is 
totally wrong. Let me try to lay a few to 
rest. 

(1) There is no such thing as a 2 litre limit 
in class 7. Tuning is free, but the ACTC 
Technical Panel made a decision not to 
recognize the Rover V8 in a Marlin. The 
logic being that all Marlins should be 
roughly equal and as it happens the other 
allowed variants all have engines of 
approximately 2 litres. Within that tuning is 
as with other classes free and that 
includes increasing engine size. 

(2) ACTC has suddenly allowed the use of 
13” wheels on Imps. People were trialling 
Imps on 13” wheels 30 years ago – my 
father included. Rootes Group had the 
foresight to homologate 13” wheels as 
production way back in the 1960s. How 
they got it past the FIA I don’t know, but 
they did, and that makes it as production 
as it comes. Ford used 15” wheels on rally 
Escorts, by homologating them in Group 4 
which in 1969 required a production run of 
just 25. The same trick that Porsche used 
to create their famous Le Mans winning 
917. 25 is not much more that the total 
number of Trolls, so I might suggest to 
ACTC that if Escorts can have 15” wheels 
then we should allow Trolls in class 5. :-) 

(3) ACTC has approved the use of Ford 
type 9 gearboxes in any class 3 vehicle. 
False. The current ACTC rule allows their 
use in Escorts. A request was made to the 
ACTC Technical Panel to allow this 
gearbox in another make, using the fact 
that this is tolerated in historic rallying as 
the precedent. ACTC Technical Panel, 
fearing that this would open a can of 
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worms has not said “yes”. If anyone does 
not like this setup then they can always 
protest. 

(4) Suzuki X-90s should be in class 3 
because they are not sports cars. Class 3 
is specifically for saloons, a term which is 
rigidly defined by the MSA involving there 
being enough room in the back for two 
adults seated normally. There is no rigid 
definition of a sports car, although the 
debate as to what it should be is as old as 
the car itself (John Thornley a former 
chief of MG is known to have stated that 
he couldn’t describe a sports car – but 
would know one when he saw one – ed). 

(5) All the sport’s problems would go 
away if the rules regarding limited slip 
diffs were enforced. I would dearly love to 
be able to say that we have enforced the 
limited slip diff ban. Unfortunately this 
requires having a test which will 
accurately detect such a device and is 
always passed by one that does not. The 
standard roller test can easily be passed 
by the majority of LSDs available today, 
and a well set up trials car with a 
completely free diff can climb off the 
rollers without even trying. After all, this is 
exactly the type of terrain that we expect 
our cars to combat. The new ACTC tester 
will spot the difference but it requires both 
a trained eye to spot the difference and a 
trained user ensure its safe application. 
The “Butterfield Test” – popular in 
sporting trials circles works well with live 
axle cars, but is less certain with 
independently sprung cars where binding 
of the CV joints introduces 
unpredictability.  

(6) Life would be easier if there was a 
simple set of rules. All rules start off 
simply, and get more complex as the rule 
makers attempt to close the loop holes, or 
make it clearer that a certain poplar 
modification DOES fit within the current 
regulations. More often than not, 
something that competitors perceive as 
being a NEW rule is the organisers 
clarifying that something someone has 

done was never permitted under the 
existent rule structure. I consider myself 
to be fortunate to be involved in a sport 
where the rules are strong enough to 
have remained almost static for such a 
long time. Many of the recent changes – 
spill kits, fire extinguishers, firewalls, 
battery boxes have been imposed upon 
us from outside usually by regulators who 
want to keep the overall motorsport rules 
simple by making the same things 
standard for everyone. We are also 
fortunate that the internet now allows 
even those without a competition licence 
to view the content of the Blue Book 
Sometimes rules are simpler than we 
think. One of the postings on the net 
asked the question – would fuel Injection 
be allowed in a class for which a single 
carburettor was specified? 
 
Competitors should not expect the 
scrutineers to pick up everything. Their 
role is to check as far as possible under 
the prevailing conditions, the safety of the 
vehicle and safety equipment for 
compliance with Technical Regulations 
and to superficially check its eligibility for 
a particular class. At most of our events 
they have just one minute in which to do 
this. The official MSA policy on 
scrutineering is that a scrutineer should 
check a maximum of 10 vehicles per 
hour. If we were to enforce this, then we 
would have to dedicate the day prior to an 
event to scrutineering, have a parc fermé 
to keep the vehicles in overnight and 
entry fees in the hundreds of pounds to 
cover the cost of doing this. Not to 
mention the cost to competitors who 
would have to stay in a local hotel the 
night before, and have a second vehicle 
to get to and from the hotel as their trials 
car would be locked away. If you think 
someone is cheating, then the first port of 
call should be the formal protest. 
Understandably people do not wish to go 
down this route, so the alternative is to 
make an enquiry directly of the organisers 
or the ACTC technical people. Because 
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Sect’
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this is not done publicly, ACTC gets 
accused of doing things under the table 
and that the rules are neither readily 
available nor clear. 
 
Our motorcycle coordinator, Steven 
Bailey, has not been well recently and we 
wish him well. As a result of this he 
wishes to relinquish the role that he has 

carried extremely well for the last few 
years – The collating of scores for the 
motorcycle rounds of our championship. 
This is a simple administrative role which 
could be carried out by someone can 
spare time at home. The person does not 
even need to be a motorcyclist. Please 
can a volunteer step forward. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I  will start with reminding every 
member of the ACTC that the next 
Council meeting takes place on 
Sunday 5th May, 2.00 pm at The 

Majors Retreat, Tormarton, our usual 
meeting venue. This meeting is important 
as it is when we vote in the officers of 
ACTC to have them elected and ready to 
take over at the September AGM. Doing it 
this way allows us to be up to date when 
we provide the MSA with our officials for 
the 2014 ‘blue book’ and club registration. 
 
It will be a special meeting in other ways, 
as both President Robin Moore and 
Chairman Simon Woodall are standing 
down. Robin has been President since 
May 2003 when he took over from the 
late Roger Pole. Robin has given the 
ACTC his wisdom and support for 10 
years and he will be missed so come and 
say goodbye and thank you to him. Simon 
has been Chairman twice, 1994 to 1998 
and then again 2003 until 2013. I do 
understand that Simon plans to be still 
very much involved with ACTC.  
 
Stephen Bailey, who is our Motorcycle Co
-ordinator, after a certain amount of ill 
health is finding the job a little too 

onerous for him and would like to hand 
over the motorcycle championship 
recording duties of the job. Is there 
anyone out there that would or could take 
over the championship duties? Please 
contact me if you can help.  
 
You probable are all very aware of the 
cost of postage, the stamp for a second 
class letter now costs 50p. So for those 
registered for the ACTC championship 
that have opted to receive their 
regulations in hard copy format this will 
cost the clubs a total £7.50 just for 
stamps for one entrant for one year and 
this doesn’t include the regulations for the 
three MCC trials. So please, if you do 
have email, and there are a number on 
the ‘hard copy’ list who are on email, 
please consider receiving your 
regulations electronically. Just contact 
Chris Phillips to make the change. This 
has come to mind as I have just spent 
£11 posting out the paper version of the 
Kyrle Trial regulations to the ACTC 
championship contenders. (for the 2013 
Clee I only had to send out 4 hard copies 
of the SRs and Finals – ed) 
 
Some trials in the South West have been 
cancelled due to the various tree 
diseases the Forestry Commission are 
fighting. I have recently attended a ‘Forest 
Forum’ that the Commission in the Forest 
of Dean organises for all the groups that 
use the Forest of Dean. The main disease 
is called Phytopthora Ramorum which 
was first found in Cornwall in 2009 and 
attacks Larch trees. The only way to deal 
with infected trees is to fell them, the 

6 

timber is perfectly good and can be sold 
but the bark must be stripped and burnt. 
Once this is done the area can be 
replanted but not with Larch. The disease 
was identified in 2012 in the Forest of 
Dean by and aerial survey and the 
Forestry Commission is now busy felling 
with a target to fell all the affected areas 
by the end of March. So what will this 
mean to the Classic Trials world? Firstly 
all cars and motorcycles must be pressure 
washed underneath before travelling to a 
trial and as soon as possible after the trial. 
The disease is spread by the Larch 
needles so that is what needs getting rid 
of. Secondly some wooded areas or 
sections will not be available due to timber 
felling operations, but once this is done it 
should be business as normal. 
 
At our club I believe we will be lucky on 
the Kyrle Trial and none of the actual 
sections we want to use have been 
affected, although there is timber felling of 
affected trees adjacent to the tracks we 
use. 
 
So, PLEASE, give your trials vehicle a 
good wash underneath both before and 
after a trial and help prevent the further 
spread of this nasty tree disease. 
 
I travelled, together with a small group 
from Ross-on-Wye, down to the famous 
Simms hill in Devon to marshal on the 
Exeter trial. 
 
Our first stop was Ilsington village hall 
which is used as a rest halt and 
refreshment stop. Home made cakes, 
fantastic pasties and plenty of tea and 
coffee. The Ilsington village hall committee 
welcome the MCC with open arms as the 
income from the trial in 2012 made in 
excess of £1500 which has helped to set 
up a community shop in the hall. We 
parked up in the special marshal’s car 
park and were driven to the foot of the hill 
in a Land Rover, luxury. Richard Andrews 
and I were positioned at the ‘A’ boards. A 

certain amount of repair work had been 
carried out on the hill to remove some big 
steps and ramps that have caused 
reversing cars to overturn in the past. At 
first glance it looked fairly easy but there is 
still a huge slab of shale/slate like rock 
which can get very slippery.  
 
We were set up and ready to go by 09.30 
when the first motorcycles arrived a little 
early. Well it all looked easy as probably 
90% of the solos just flew up and about 
half the side cars climbed to a clean. Then 
the cars arrived and initially there were 
some good climbs, two Lieges and a 
Suzuki X90 even got up, a TR3 flew up 
and then the hill bit back and we had a 
very high failure rate, mostly on that slab 
of rock which by now was very polished 
and slippery. So a great deal of time was 
spent reversing the cars back down the 
hill. It is amazing how few drivers are good 
at reversing their trials car; many do not 
listen to the marshals instructions and 
have no idea where their front wheels are 
pointing.  
 
At the ‘A’ boards we had been joined by 
droves of very knowledgeable trials 
people, it seemed that most of Stroud MC 
were there as well as lots of Devon and 
Cornwall experts, so lots of good banter 
and advice. Amid all the failures there 
were some very good climbs. Nicola 
Butcher and Michael Leete in 1300 
Beetles, James Shallcross in a Peugeot 
205, Josh Moss in the Gregory, the Keats 
in an Avenger and even a very late 
numbered Suzuki X90. The other 20+ 
X90s all failed in about the same place. 
We eventually closed the hill just before 
5.00pm, a bit later than planned but all 
those failures had held things up. We then 
headed to Babbacombe to our hotel for a 
clean up then down the road to the 
Trecarne Hotel for the MCC club supper, a 
very good 3 course meal. The results 
indicate it was a very difficult trial with only 
a very few ‘Golds’ being claimed by cars. 
 



7 

Another good outing was to marshal 
Nailsworth Ladder on the Cotswold 
Clouds Trial for Stroud & District MC. We 
had a team of 7, so with radios managed 
quite well. There was a very good crowd 
on the hill watching and all were well 
behaved. A new for this year was to 
subdivide the hill 6 to 0 above the class 7 
and 8 restart, this took marks off a few 
cars. There were two separate restarts, 
one for classes 3 to 6 and the higher one, 
just below the ‘step’ for the 7 and 8 boys 
and girls. We had at least 3 cars stop 
midway between the two restarts, when 
told they had failed the response was, “we 
are in the box” to which we replied “it’s not 
a box”. Moral of this is to read and 
understand the very clear instructions on 

the route card and if your passenger 
cannot manage to do this, sack them! 
There were some very good drama free 
climbs from the restarts and also some 
very noisy dramatic climbs. We had very 
few ‘roll backs’ and were able to turn 
failed cars around by the restarts and 
send them back down the hill. There had 
been a few incidents at the earlier hills so 
we had a few waits but eventually the 
closing Land Rover arrived and we could 
head to the pub up on Minchinhampton 
Common for a well earned drink. Another 
grand day out trialing. 
 
I hope to see all the club delegates on 
May 5th.  

Class 0h: What A Lovely Day! 
‐ a subjective report on the 
2013 Exeter Trial 

by John Bradshaw 
 

“ Can you see what’s going on, 
Roger?” This was only the second 
section to be inflicted on those of us 
in class 0 and already we were 

waiting in a queue….. Admittedly, 
Underdown 1 on Forestry Commission 
land was a new, untried Section, with 
Underdown 2 lurking nearby for the upper 
classes. 
 
Understandably, things had changed 
somewhat since it had all been planned, 
with some non‐stop rain over the previous 
few weeks having washed just a little bit 
of the topping away. Inevitably, with more 
competitors having difficulties than had 
been expected, hauling them out one after 
the other was taking quite some time 
. 
But still, to be stuck in a long, long queue 
in a dark forest at 02.20 with most of the 
trial still ahead of us was just a little 
frustrating. After all, Windywhistle Restart 

had been quick, efficient and easy ‐ and 
that was for all classes, so just how bad 
could it be from now on in Class 0? 
 
No reply from my navvie so perhaps I 
could take a peek myself? Taking my foot 
off the brakes, the Morgan began to creep 
down despite being in gear with the 
handbrake hard on…. The Suzuki X‐90 in 
front looked likely to be shortened even 
further at this rate – but then we stopped. 
Must have wedged against a rock or 
something. I bounced about a bit, but it 
seemed to be happily perched firmly 
there, so I ventured out. Opening the door 
revealed flowing mud up to the running 
board. I tried dipping my toe into it and it 
wasn’t just dirty water, it was glutinous 
mud running down the steep hillside. 
However, we were in a narrow, sunken 
track so I could get out and up onto the 
bank. 
 
Gosh – there were a lot of bikes and cars 
stuck on the hill leading down to the start! 
Julia Murrell in her Dad’s Morgan +4 
(no.527) was just three ahead of us in our 
4/4 (no.525), with Chris Adeney behind in 
his flat‐rad +4 (no.526). Together we were 
running as ‘Trials Team Morgan’, having 
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established the precedent of there being 
Class 0 teams back in 2011 when we 
wanted to commemorate it being exactly 
100 years since HFS Morgan first took 
part in an MCC event – and gained a 
Gold. So we’d flown the flag – and gained 
Finishers’ Certificates. Mind you, that had 
been when we’d had Team Leader Dave 
Sapp significantly boosting the team’s 
average score, but this time Marshal Sapp 
said he’d be half way up Undermilkwood 
1, optimistically waiting for us….. 
 
At the top of the opposite bank I found 
Roger. “Nothing’s made it so far” he told 
me. It looked like a fairly straight, steep 
climb from the Start at the bottom of the 
valley, but it must have been pretty 
slippery judging by the sudden increase in 
revs and lack of ascent at points between 
half and two‐thirds the way up each time. 
 
The queue had moved down a little so I 
went back to my car, passing the X90 on 
the way, only to overhear a conversation 
going on between the driver outside and 
the occupant inside: “….. and so from the 
clutch, the propshaft – that’s a tube 
running from front to back – the propshaft 
drives the differential. Now, the differential 
is at the back and…..” At 2.30, in the 
middle of nowhere, surrounded by an 
eclectic mix of specialist machinery and 
experienced if eccentric characters, all 
taking part in a fairly esoteric and 
currently seemingly impossible activity, 
this was bordering on the surreal….. 
 
We did eventually get down to the start, 
having seen Julia make a jolly good 
attempt at Underdownandout 1 and 
getting nearly to the top, and then we 
were on the line. It looked quite bpossible 
from where we were, but then we’d not 
seen anyone make it yet so we were 
really just showing spirit. “Yes….. Yes, 
OK. Right, they’ve cleared.” The start-line 
marshal turned and addressed us: “Now 
look, do you really want to do this?” He 
was just being pragmatic, but having 

waited so long for it, we were game! But 
then his walkie‐talkie started talking again. 
“No – hang on….! Oh – right, thanks.” He 
looked back up the section and told us: 
“Don’t go Tim’s coming down……” Tim 
Whellock was the Clerk of Course of 
course, being in principle omnipotent, 
omniscient and omnipresent – and indeed 
here he was, coming down the hill 
towards us! Well, paddling, slipping and 
struggling down the hill really. Clearly not 
actually omnipotent. “Sorry folks, this 
one’s off. We’re getting far too much 
tailback.” He turned to us, pointing – 
“Take the escape – down there.” Honour 
preserved, we reversed and then swung 
right down a track that would well have 
served as a reasonably challenging 
section in its own right. 
 
By comparison with the Downtown 
Escape Route, the next two or three 
sections were a breeze. A warm breeze 
amazingly enough, as the temperature 
seemed to have risen considerably 
compared to the run down from Malvern 
to the Start at Sparkford the previous 
afternoon and evening, so at about 3am 
we took the hood down. I much prefer 
this, both in principle and especially in a 
Section, as our visibility is far less 
restricted. What’s more, it allowed Roger 
the Nav to get into the back and bounce 
when necessary – and it was necessary 
at times! His enthusiastic oscillations 
worked and we managed to clear Section 
after Section as dawn approached. 
 
Not without event, however. The well 
washed away Gatcombe Lane seemed to 
be going well – rocky and steep but still 
achievable – until things became to feel a 
little odd at the back….. “Keep going – 
we’ll make it!” Roger was back there, 
keeping a grip on things. So we kept 
going through to the finish with a grin at 
the marshal and up onto the road at the 
top. Where we found we’d a burst rear 
tyre. We carry two spares at the back, a 
feature phased out when trials became 
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less of a selling point for Morgans, but 
which I found not too difficult to reinstate. 
But why is it always me that bursts tyres? 
I seem to be the only one in the team 
that suffers and I use exactly the same 
new cheapo re‐treads as does Dave 
Sapp ‐ who manages to run at lower 
pressures and still survives! It strikes me 
that possibly life is just not fair? Team 
member David Murrell was there too: “I 
will always remember six people rapidly 
changing the tyre which was almost as 
impressive as a Formula l pit stop!” 
 
So I got by with a little help from my 
friends and then it was up Rill Path and 
out along the ridge. It was indeed a fair 
bit warmer than last time I’d been there, 
marshalling in 2009, when I had to keep 
counting my pinkies just to make sure 
they were all still there. This time 
however, it was along the ridge that we 
came across an X‐90 in the ditch, gently 
rocking from side to side, balanced on its 
back differential (connected to the clutch 
by the prop‐shaft, which…) It had pulled 
over to let an alien through – although it 
could just have been a local going home 
late in his big BMW Estate? Whatever, 
the Suzuki had slipped down sideways 
off the tarmac and was stuck. Really, 
what do some people think they’re doing, 
venturing off the road like that? 
Fortunately for him, by chance there 
were plenty of other MCC competitors all 
around who towed him out pronto. Roger 
had got out to take a look and see if he 
could help, but soon came back with an 
irrelevant report: “That X90 in front – 
have you seen the navigator in the 
passenger seat? It’s a little white-haired 
old lady – and she’s knitting! Is that cool, 
or what?” t’s amazing what you see in 
the middle of the night sometimes. 
 
After Core Hill Observed Test ‐ which 
only took 31.6 seconds to do – we 
cleared Back Lane and so to breakfast. It 
was at Crealy car Park in the thin 
daylight that we could again see just 

what an eclectic mix of vehicles take part 
in MCC events. It’s always a delight to 
see Ford Pops & Anglias, Fanny 
Barnetts, MG TAs to Fs, BSAs, Trojans, 
Beetles, MZs, BMWs, Wolsley Hornets, 
2CVs, Austin 7s, Specials of all sorts – 
bikes and cars both new and old ‐ all 
being used. There’s nothing quite like a 
gathering of MCC machinery. Something 
of a contrast with all the clones parked 
outside Tesco’s on a Saturday morning – 
or at Owner’s Clubs’ Conkers d’Elegance 
line‐ups. 
 
This was where we got the nearest to an 
official Trials Team Morgan photograph ‐ 
– well, I got us all in the same picture at 
least! I do hope that they managed to fix 
the leaking petrol tank in the Marlin 
parked next to us, but they were still 
working on it when we left. 
 
However, looking back, probably my 
biggest disappointment of the whole 
weekend was not being able to take full 
advantage of Crealy Park’s restaurant. 
Quite clearly, going round for a second 
or third re‐fill at the self‐service breakfast 
bar would have maximized the value‐for‐
money, but for some unknown reason I 
just wasn’t up to it that morning and went 
back to the car for a brief spell of intense 
relaxation. 
 
The next two sections were not too bad 
for us, despite spinning the wheels madly 
at Windup’s re‐start and half expecting 
the horror of being stopped by Hitchcock 
again – but no, we cleared it this time! 
But pride comes before a fall and it’s the 
unexpected ones that usually get you.  
 
Mr Clifford’s Observed Test was 
straightforward. No problem. We did it 
fast and cleanly – but I stopped over Line 
C, not across it. Curses – failed again. 
 
We of course had the enforced rest and 
tea & buns at Ilsington Control. In terms 
of value‐for‐money, the MCC’s events 
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are only beaten by the locals’ offerings at 
the village halls along the way. Their fruit 
cakes are worth all the mud that the 
Sections can throw at us! (No connection 
intended) No time for a kip, but then 
others were necessarily making good use 
of the time – repairing punctures for 
example. It was clearly a job well done 
and I got to talk to the owner of the 
Matchless later, but it again struck me just 
what a difference it is between having a 
burst tyre in a car with two spares and on 
a bike with a chain….. 
 
Penhale’s Plantation was fun ‐ and then 
on we went to French’s.  In between, 
much of the roadwork planned out by the 
MCC crew each year is really worth doing 
in its own right: great minor roads &/or 
tracks – just what our cars were designed 
for! 
 
Now, getting to French’s means missing 
out on the classic Simms and Slippery 
Sam Sections of course, but I do know 
my limitations. Over the years I’ve 
increasingly modified (and repeatedly 
rebuilt) my 1973 4/4 in an attempt to 
compensate for my lack of driving skills, 
but the intrinsic lack of ground clearance 
and steering lock are finite limitations, as 
terminally revealed when I did once try 
the Edinburgh in class 5…… 
 
Nevertheless, French’s was no 
disappointment. Off the line and swinging 
round to the left and up the hill, Roger 
yelled out in horror when he saw what 
was ahead: “You’re not goin’ up THERE 
are you? Shit – we are….!” and he hung 
on for grim death. Now, for the 2013 
Exeter, Roger was an MCC Virgin and 
didn’t quite know what to expect, but I 
assume he assumed that I did know what 
I was doing and that ‘everything was 
going to be all‐right in the end.’ Quite 
which ‘end’ was debatable though. 
Privately, I too was horrified at just what 
we were about to hit, but then: ‘in for a 
penny, in for a £1K’ ‐ and I hit the throttle. 

We bounced. Roger couldn’t bounce ‘cos 
he was just hanging on. We maintained 
way and ricocheted up the Section, to the 
accompaniment of the sound of loud 
violent crashing below, screaming tyres 
behind and a roaring engine ahead. I 
couldn’t hear Roger. And we actually 
made it! Crossing the line we both 
cheered, as did the marshal and the few 
people watching at the top. What a way to 
finish a trial! 
 
Phew! We’d done it – it was all over and 
so there was just a gentle cruise back to 
the finish at the hotel with lovely warm 
showers and crisp clean sheets to look 
forward to….. But no. The 2 mile track 
leading away from the section was 
another section in itself! Apart from the all
-pervading deep, thick, slimy mud, there 
was no way to avoid the ‘puddles’ which 
completely filled the deep high‐banked 
narrow lane and which cunningly hid the 
trenches which MZ rider Roger Bibbings 
described as being “…ruts the size of the 
Grand Canyon…” We got through of 
course, laughing all the way, especially 
when we were treated to forced water‐
cooling from below. Long ago I had fitted 
sink‐plugs to the two floorboards to 
enable us to drain out any water that 
might possibly collect inside after 
negotiating a ford. This time however, 
upon hitting the  the hydraulic pressure 
from below had blown the plugs up and 
out and soaked our nether regions. “Ho 
ho. Oh well, not far to go now – and after 
a hot shower and a beer or two we’ll look 
back at this and laugh about it all over 
again!” 
 
The Trecarn Hotel at Babbacombe is now 
quite used to 350 or so scruffy, muddy, 
tired trialists invading their smart, clean 
premises in order to sign out at the Finish. 
As a result, the familiar tarpaulin sheets 
under foot were as welcoming to us as 
the immaculate Persian rugs hidden 
beneath would have been to their more 
usual clientele. We got our well-deserved 
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Finishers Certificates, thanked the long 
suffering MCC Officials stuck behind their 
tables and re‐met some of our fellow 
competitors. Chris and his navvie Dave 
brought us a beer and we had a natter 
with Julia & David Murrell, Roger 
Bibbings, Celia Walton and her sidecar 
passenger George (what a silly label: 
‘passenger’ ‐ they are nothing of the sort – 
and more than just a navigator too!). But it 
was soon time for us to book into the hotel 
and try to get fit for human consumption 
once more. Room 101 looked fine: twin 
bedded en‐suite, with room to spread our 
gear about. And, apart from the lack of a 
shower or any hot water, little in the way 
of soaps, tiny towels and only token 
heating, it was just great. 
 
Later on – much later on – we looked 
back and laughed. The club supper that 
night was as enjoyable as always, with 
interesting, amusing and thankfully short 
speeches afterwards. Later, even the beer 
improved pint by pint. The next day 
dawned bright and crisp and we took the 
opportunity to have a look at some of the 
cars and bikes we’d missed previously. 
Personally I always find Dudley Sterry’s 
supercharged MG J2 to be one of the 
most inspiring bits of kit to inspect. It looks 
like the quintessential trials car to me, and 
he’s always there, always succeeding – 
something of a role model I suppose (‐ but 
I hope he doesn’t read this!) 
 
The Dellows, Aprilias, Marlins, Betas, 
Greeves, Lieges, CCMs, even MZs are all 
serious stuff too of course, but competing 
in a BMW, a Hillman, a Reliant or on a 
Bantam is pure British eccentricity. 
 
There was Harding’s lovely solo 
Matchless 600 twin leaning against the 
hotel’s wall, with a fully inflated rear tyre 
and looking very tidy even after the trial. 
He told me that he’d recently rebuilt it, so 
that was impressive in itself – and he was 
in Class A too, not Class 0 which would 
have been perfectly understandable with a 

heavy, elderly bike out in its first event. 
There was lots more to see, but we were 
heading north – and, with hood still down, 
it was a most enjoyable run back too, just 
deviating briefly to explore Brunel’s bit of 
Temple Meads Station in Bristol. 
 
However, come the MCC’s provisional 
results, it seems that the very first Section, 
Windwhistle Hill, wasn’t in fact as easy as 
we’d thought – to our surprise Chris and I 
have been logged as ‘Roll‐Backs’ at the 
restart, along with 70 others…. OK, I knew 
that we’d not be getting any awards this 
time anyway, Chris having messed up the 
first observed test and me the third, but 
it’s always interesting to look at how we 
compared with our Betters. Julia and 
David did very well in their +4, only failing 
French’s ‐ no roll‐backs or line‐goofs at 
all, so they were just one step away from 
a Tin! In fact, out of the 79 entered for 
class 0, only six gained any award, so it 
was indeed a tough trial this year. Unlike 
us, of the six presumably now aiming for a 
Trio this year, not one was in a Morgan ‐ 
but one of them, competitor no.564, was 
actually listed as P. Morgan, driving a 
Suzuki X90. Not only that, but s/he 
achieved low times in all three observed 
tests too. Pretty impressive! (But I bet they 
had a good heater – and I wonder if their 
CD‐player skipped tracks through the 
sections?) We were also interested to 
observe that only 13 competitors in class 
0 cleared all the sections, two of whom 
were Chris and me (if we choose to ignore 
the debatable(?) Roll‐Back). So 
theoretically we nearly feel entitled to feel 
just a tiny bit pleased with it all – but then, 
given that we thoroughly enjoyed it, what 
more could we ask? 
 
So, thanks to the Clerk, marshals, officers, 
tea ladies and all those in the background 
making yet another MCC event such a 
smooth, efficient, successful and very 
enjoyable event! (On the basis that it’s a 
bit like banging your head against the wall 
– it’s SO nice when you stop. 
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2013 Exeter Trial 
by Michael Leete 

 

T his year’s Exeter was a well 
thought out event with some new 
innovations. The results from one 
of them was controversial but 

fortunately it was the classic sections that 
distanced many from the medals. 
 
Clerk of the Course Tim Whellock had 
compensated for the loss of Meerhay by 
introducing some innovations before the 
main trials Bovey Downs sections. The 
first was a tarmac special test within the 
Haynes Complex. This worked very well 
and gave car drivers the opportunity to 
see the motorcyclists in action under the 
floodlights. 
 
Next on the agenda was a timed special 
test at Windwhistle Hill, a concept 
beloved by the late Tucker. Situated on a 
muddy tarmac road competitors were 
brought to a halt. Starting in their own 
time they had to stop in a restart box and 
on a green light signal clear the section 
ends within 10 seconds. It should have 
been simple. The hill wasn’t very steep, 
there was a bit of mud on the road but still 
plenty of grip and section ends wasn’t far 
up the road. The marshals were being 
strict with the rules though and around 
25% of the entry were penalised for 
Running Back, split pretty evenly amongst 
the entry. 
 
The RB penalties didn’t deny any of the 
cars a gold as those penalised here all 
picked up penalties elsewhere. The 
motorcyclists weren’t so lucky and a solo 
and cChair both lost Golds here. In class 
0 the RB penalties cost three car drivers 
their class 0 awards and the chance of a 
Tin. 
 
Next on the agenda were two sections, 
one for Class 0 and one for the main trial, 

in a forestry complex near Yarcombe. 
Both sections were approached from a 
common track. The Class 0 section 
proved quite challenging and a queue 
soon built up as main trial cars couldn’t 
get to their section because of the Class 0 
delay. The problem was resolved when 
the class 0 hill was cancelled but the 
delay put most of the cars more than an 
hour behind. 
 
There were quite a few failures on the 
main trial hill amongst the early 
motorcyclists. By the time the cars came 
along very few stopped and only Bill 
Bennett lost a gold here. 
 
The Bovey Downs sections were on form, 
especially Normans Hump, which has 
taken on a very different complexion after 
the logging which prevented the hill being 
used last year. Dave Cook’s photos show 
the section was much smoother than in 
the past but with a layer of muddy clay on 
the surface. This caused problems even 
for the experienced drivers.  Over 50% 
failed, including Greg Warren who had to 
restart in class 3 and  Hans Viertel and 
Duncan Welch who didn’t. After having a 
straight blast up Normans class 8 had to 
restart on Clinton and David Wall, Dean 
Partington and Brian Partridge all failed. 
 
After the demands of Bovey Woods 
things calmed down for the remaining hills 
before breakfast at Crealy Park. The trial 
had exclusive use of the facilities which 
went down well amongst the competitors. 
MCC President Jonathan Laver had 
retired early in the trial, finding a new axle 
had much too higher final drive for his 
MGB. This had one benefit as Jonathan 
was much in evidence here and 
elsewhere in the event, mixing with 
competitors and seeking their views. 
 
The second half of the trial had a very 
familiar feel, with the usual sections all on 
the agenda. 7 & 8 had to restart on 
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Tillerton, on the slimy rock step as usual. 
There were a few clean sheets lost here. 
In the case of Josh Moss (Special) and 
Nick Gibbs (Marlin) it also cost them their 
Gold and Triple aspirations. Fingle was as 
enjoyable as ever and only class 8 had to 
tackle the steep bank at Wooston. 
 
Then came Simms. The old hill has 
become pretty rough in recent years and 
had received a lot of attention before the 
event, lead by the Torbay Team, the Flay 
family and their digger. It certainly paid off 
and the hill was much less damaging 
without loosing competitiveness. Those 
watching reckoned the early numbers had 
the best of conditions and only 28 cars 
made clean climbs. None of these were in 
class 2 so these competitors got a non 
counting stop. 
 
Tipley was a big problem this year. It has 
become pretty rough and was very 
slippery. There were a lot of failures and 
with neither effective recovery, or a heavy 
gang, failures had a long difficult reverse 
with the severe camber sucking them into 
the bank on the right hand side. Delays 
soon built up at the Lenda Lenda Holding 

Control and competitors who didn't think 
they were on for an award were asked to 
skip the section. Dave Millar (Escort) and 
Russell Clarke (Troll) were probably 
amongst those who thought the correct 
decision would be to cancel the section as 
they lost their golds here. Dave Haizelden 
may have thought the same. Dave had 
lost his clean sheet on Simms then the 
rough steps on Tipley tore the suspension 
from his well prepared Golf. 
 
Slippery Sam is getting very rough at the 
top but didn’t have much effect on the 
results, even though it was tackled in the 
dark by much of the field. 
 
So concluded another Exeter. At the finish 
popular opinion was that it was a well 
planned trial with the right degree of 
competitiveness. With the benefit of 
hindsight it was too much to include 
Tipley for all the cars in the main trial and 
it is in need of some remedial work as is 
the top of Slippery Sam. It was a shame 
the RBs on Windwhistle Hill were so 
controversial as competitors appreciated 
the innovations at the beginning of the 
trial. 

My Exeter 
by Ian Thompson 
 

M y first MCC trial was the 1999 
Land’s End but the fascination 
started much earlier than that. 
I started riding motorcycle 

trials of the so-called one-day variety back 
in 1982. Back then I read Trials and 
Motocross News every Friday and the 
publication still lands on my doormat once 
a week. I was fascinated by reports of 
trials to somewhat romantically named 
places like Exeter and Land’s End and 
that the trials seemed to be run overnight 
and on all manner of machines. One day, 
I thought.  
 

In the intervening years, partially inspired 
by reading reports of another event that in 
those days ran from Paris to Dakar, I 
developed an interest in motorcycling in 
the Sahara to complement the feet-up 
activities. To pursue this passion, in the 
late 1990s I eventually furnished myself 
with a Yamaha XT600 Tenere, a machine 
held in mythical status amongst two-
wheeled Saharans. I’d also started 
reading Trail Bike Magazine and reading 
a report on long distance trials for trail 
bikes two and two were put together.  
 
After two aborted attempts to get to the 
start of an Edinburgh (a stripped thread 
the night before did for that) and to the 
start of an Exeter (dead battery yards 
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from Popham – before I got there), I 
finally made it to Popham airfield for the 
1999 Land’s End. A clueless beginner 
was spotted by veterans Sid Hill and Stan 
Ducker, both now firm friends but no 
longer competing in MCC trials, and I was 
duly taken under their wings and off we 
rode into the night. On that one the 
weather was kind enough to spur me into 
entering the 1999 Edinburgh (didn’t get to 
the start of that one – too much rain on 
the M6 left me soaked to the skin and 
demoralised a few tens of miles from 
home) and then the 2000 Exeter and 
Land’s End and a couple of medals on 
these two fired the enthusiasm still 
further. 
 
The Yamaha was getting on a bit for my 
planned trip to the North African void so I 
switched to a nice shiny KTM Adventure, 
a machine loosely similar to those the 
Austrian firm was using to establish 
dominance in the Dakar, and a big bike 
for the hills. No matter – one of the great 
things about the big three is you can enter 
on pretty much anything with off-tarmac 
capability. Winning medals is a different 
matter and a few seasons of nice rides 
round caused me to take the gloves off 
and invest in a Beta Alp 200. A season or 
so of getting used to the Alp resulted in a 
Triple in 2008, a feat I repeated in 2011. 
What next? Could I repeat it except back 
on a bigger bike? 
 
So it was I lined up for the start of the 
2013 Exeter astride my current travel 
machine – a BMW 650.  The Exeter Trial 
itself is one of my favourites, but I still 
dread it, as I have a strong preference for 
warmer climates. But this year the 
weather was once again kind – the 
electric vest wasn’t even switched on with 
temperatures hovering into double 
figures. The night run to the Haynes 
Museum passed without incident and 
following the usual re-acquaintances with 
some seen only three times a year, but 
regarded as long-standing friends 

(another feature of the trials), it was off to 
the first of the observed hills – a tarmac 
only section that I believe I spectacularly 
blew by dismounting from my bike in the 
Exeter Centenary event. This time there 
were no problems and it was on to 
another new hill, Underdown II that the 
ever–enterprising Tims behind our 
January outing had decided to include to 
keep us on our toes. Just getting the start 
line proved a challenge even though it 
was downhill with water running down the 
slippery rutted track and on getting closer 
to the start I caught sight of this new 
terror, watching a few slither up with feet 
flailing in all directions. My turn came 
around. ‘Do I have to?’ I asked the start 
marshal. ‘Get on with it’ or similar he 
replied. I picked my rut, did something to 
the throttle and off we went, clinging on 
and out of the ends – clean. 
 
A quick snack and a re-fuel at Musbury 
and then it was on to old favourites 
Normans Hump and Clinton, both of 
which demanded a determined approach. 
It’s difficult to change ruts on a bigger 
bike so it’s very much a case of pick your 
line and keep to it – no going round the 
obstacles. But we’ll come back to that 
later. Waterloo, Stretes, Core Hill and 
Bulverton Steep – which I always confuse 
with the scary Wooston Steep – all 
passed without incident and it was into 
the new breakfast stop at Crealy Park to 
anticipate the oncoming horror known as 
Tillerton.  
 
Re-fuelled in every sense of the word I 
set out for Tillerton, vaguely remembering 
lots of rocky outcrops and ruts. But it 
turned out to be fine – save for a moment 
with a leg in the air - would the marshals 
think I’d had a dab? – and so it was on to 
Fingle, a hill long and twisty enough to 
qualify for a fully fledged workout in its 
own right, especially when the weights 
add up to around 160kg plus rider. Still on 
a gold and next was Wooston Steep, 
remembering its leaf covered traction-free 
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surface and trying to remember to take 
the right fork. Actually it was the left fork. 
At least in class C we were spared the 
restart. A bit of wheel-spinning towards 
the end saw another clean ride followed 
by another ‘leg in the air’ moment on 
Clifford - flat-as-a-pancake, but still 
slippery for those with a careless throttle 
hand. 
 
More ballast was added at the ever-
inviting Ilsington Parish Hall – this time I 
played it safe by following the obligatory 
pastie with a cake. After all one doesn’t 
want to lose grip on Simms. No trouble 
here and it was on to Tipley. Of all the 
sections in the trial this one I anticipated 
with the most fear – ruts and steps galore, 
and it was here that I abandoned the ‘stick 
to the line’ philosophy, slithering and 
sliding from one rut to the other to find the 
easiest way ahead. That the hill seems 
never to end adds to the challenge, but I 

passed though the ends cards truly elated 
having kept the feet firmly on the pegs. 
Slippery Sam proved relatively 
straightforward – had I had to do the 
restart it may have been a different 
matter, this having spoiled a ride in the 
past. On to the finish, sign off and the oh-
so-nice pint to herald the start of much 
exchanging of accounts of the previous 
few hours’ events. 
 
And the result? Not only a gold on a big 
bike, but the class C award on top. The 
entry for the Land’s End went in quite 
quickly, partially because unusually for an 
MCC event, I never got the ‘never again’ 
feeling at about 3am in this year’s Exeter, 
but there’s a three-pointed sign in my 
sights. It was great to see a report by Mick 
Perry on the 2013 Exeter in Trials and 
Motocross News. Hopefully it will inspire 
some more new entrants, and it’s certainly 
got a place in my scrapbook. 

Prior’s Holt in the snow. The Clee Hills Trial that wasn’t to be………….. 
(Photo by Graham Austin) 
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The 2013 Exeter Trial 
by Geoff Westcott 
 

F riday 4th January 2013 we made 
our way down to the start of the 
trial at Stourton Cross, where we 
met both old and new friends. 

Had a chat and wished them a ‘Happy 
New Year’ and enjoyed some 
refreshments before staring the trial. 
 
We started at 8.24pm in fine drizzly rain, 
hoping that the weather wouldn’t get any 
worse and as luck would have it 
conditions improved. We carried on to the 
Haynes Motor Museum at Sparkford and 
with ‘no early time of arrival’ we had a 
breakfast and further chats to all before 
we left at 12.45am to commence with a an 
observed test. This test was new to 
everyone. 
 
We then continued to Windwhistle Hill, 
near Chard, and this was our first section 
of the day and another new addition to the 
trial. We had a restart on the hill (another 
new one), before going back to the main 
road for about eleven miles to the next 
section, Underdown 2 and another 
observed test, continuing afterwards for 
another thirteen miles to Munsbury 
Garage, where we had a route check. 
After re-fuelling we carried on to Norman’s 
Hump, a nice steep hill with plenty of grip 
and we had no problems.  
 
This was followed by Clinton and once 
again it was OK and a further four miles 
brought us to Waterloo and section 5, 
starting on the straight and leading to a 
sharp right hander, all was OK. It was 
then on to Stretes (a further thirteen 
miles), section 6, and this was not too 
difficult. Then there were another two 
miles to Core Hill and then a further three 
miles to Bulverton Steep. The restart here 
had been cancelled, so it was just a 
straight climb. We then travelled on to 
Crearly Park and we were timed in at 6.24 

in the morning, breakfast time, and were 
timed out at 7.24, making our way to 
section 8, Tillerton Steep, which was very 
rough and quite a few failed here. We had 
to wait here as there was a queue of 
bikes, the hill was difficult. We continued 
on for a further six to seven miles to 
Fingle Bridge on the edge of Dartmoor. 
We had no problems here – it was straight 
up, through the wood with twisty bends all 
the way.  
 
Wooston Steep was next where the 
sidecars bear to the left and the solos go 
straight up. Next was observed test 3 at 
Clifford, once again no problems, very 
straightforward. Twenty miles further on 
we came to the Islington control in the 
school hall, where we had a very welcome 
piece of cake and a cup of tea. Leaving 
we make our way through the lane to 
Simms, a very popular hill for spectators. 
We had to make a sharp right hand bend 
and then it was straight up, however we 
didn’t quite make it to the top.  

Following Denda Lane to the main road at 
this point there was a holding control, 
where we had quite a wait. Next came 
Tilpey Hill, which was causing quite a few 
failures, us included. Slippery Sam, a 
further seventeen miles away was the last 
section of the day. This hill is quite stony 
and rocky, with several dips and this year 
it was also very wet and muddy at the top. 
A further five miles brought us to the finish 
at the Trecarn Hotel, where we signed off 
and enjoyed a hot drink. 
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Launceston Trial 2013 
by Dave Craddock 
 

T he trial started at 10am from the 
main wood yard at Lew Woods, 
there was a combination of motor-
cycles, sidecars and cars. The 

sidecars started first with an entry of seven 
evenly matched machines. The motorbikes 
set off in ½ minute intervals heading for the 
first section. I was number 24, a nice route 
up to the section. This was a fairly easy 
section to start and then following marked 
route to section 2, a tougher steep climb up 
through the woods and onto the track where 
a right turn took us to section 3. A roughish 
road track to the restart board positioned 
about half way up the hill with a few compet-
itors struggling to get away.   
 
After this section there was a separate sec-
tion for motorbikes and sidecars (section 
3a), a mossy climb which was considerably 
wet and muddy. Chris Barnicoat broke a 
chain half way up on his KTM outfit, a 
shame as he was the only failure for the 
sidecars. The motorbikes didn’t fare much 
better as only three cleared the section, 
Graham Avery, Andrew Kearns and Chris 
Barnard.  
 
The first retirement for the motorbikes was 
Andrew Craddock whose BSA 250 decided 
to give up on him with electrical problems. 
Section 4 was another tough section with a 
deviation for motorbikes. Only 1 clean for 
the day, a good ride by local man Chris 
Barnard on his new 300 KTM, I dropped 11 
marks at the beginning of the section.  On to 
section 5 which took a lot of marks from 
people, there were only 4 cleans, 2 in the 
motorbikes for Chris Barnard and Veteran 
David Prowse, and 2 in the sidecars for 
Simon & Debby Eddy and Richard & Sarah 
Maddern. 
 
Section 6 with a restart didn’t cause too 
many problems, onto section 7 then onto 
section 8, I arrived at this section which 
included a special test around some strate-
gically placed cones, which could result in 
penalties for footing, this was all about 

keeping your feet up! But for Buster Griffin 
perhaps he needs some stabilizers on his 
motorbike to keep himself upright. Daughter 
Claire Haskins was delighted to beat his 
time on this section. Section 9 was an easy 
restart for all classes, then onto section 10 
and 11, two hills used on the Tamar Trial, 
section 10 a restart for motorbikes and clas-
ses 7 & 8 cars and section 11 a steep climb 
up through the trees, myself cleaning the 
last 4 hills a lunch stop due for 45 minutes, 
a well-earned burger and cup of tea from 
the catering van.  
 
After replacing a plug on my brother’s BSA 
he could start the afternoon sections with 
the rest of us. The first section being 12, this 
was a longer version of section 3 this morn-
ing so was very muddy and slippery after 
the cars had been through in the morning.  
 
Off to section 13, a new section this year, a 
very steep hill up through the bracken and 
ferns to the summit where you had to turn 
and come back down. Section 14 was a 
steep climb with 2 deep ruts to either side 
which you didn’t want to go in. Onto section 
15 - this was a flatish track with a deviation 
off to the right, where you could have got 
bogged down amongst the undergrowth. 
Section 16 was further along the forest 
track, a long climb over mossy ground to a 
restart for motorbikes on a steep muddy 
part of the hill. Section 17 was a gentle track 
with a deviation off to a restart box and back 
down the track. Section 18 was another new 
section this year, a slippery track with tree 
roots that caused a lot of problems, Tim 
Jenkins & Chris Rickard only getting to 10 
on their Wasp sidecar. Section 19 was a 
repeat of section 11 but was considerably 
rougher after the cars had been through. 
There were only 5 cleans on this section 
and the it was back to the wood yard to sign 
off and dry out. 
 
Many thanks to LNCMC for putting on a 
superb trial, and special thanks to Sean, 
Simon & Nigel for a great day, not forgetting 
all the marshals and observers who without 
them there wouldn’t have been a successful 
event 
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2013 Cotswold Clouds Trial 
by Bill Bennett 
 

H aving had the last two 
championship round trials 
cancelled, one because of the 
winter weather and the other 

due to access restrictions to Forestry land 
because of tree disease, I’m sure all 
drivers like me were looking forward to 
getting back on the hills, the Exeter trial, 
our last event seeming like ages ago. I 
had been watching the weather forecasts 
with more than the usual interest over the 
past week but it looked as if it might be 
reasonably dry overhead with perfect 
trialling conditions under foot. When the 
day arrived it was better than we could 
have hoped for with the rain stopping 
before we had to leave home at 07.30hrs 
and even a little sun at times to brighten 
things up even more or was that my 
imagination? 
 
Our journey to the start was uneventful 
except that I remember thinking the little 
J2 seemed to be moving quite well so we 
were soon parked up at the start and 
chatting to friends. It was particularly nice 
to see Tony Young out again and great to 
catch up on things with him. It was also 
my first chance to speak to Terry Coventry 
who very kindly stepped into the 
navigator’s roll on the Exeter a position 
which came vacant due to Liz not being 
able to shake off the cold which had 
plagued her since Christmas. 
 
Signing-on this year was in a little office at 
the rear of the factory due to some Health 
& Safety issues in the main building, to 
say signing-on was cosy in the little office 
is probably an understatement but the 
usual Stroud welcome and humour was 
still present. Having copied the route 
changes we made straight for the burger 
van to order our breakfast, two bacon rolls 
which were very good. A bit more chatting 
with friends and it was our turn to start. 

The route this year was different to past 
years so extra attention had to be paid to 
the navigator to avoid any wrong turns. 
After a 13 mile journey we were at the 
holding control for Section 1 Axe. Now 
Axe has been particularly unkind to me 
more times than not, my little car taking a 
particular dislike to the horrible yellow clay 
about half way up. We had no tyre 
pressure restrictions on this section so a 
pressure was chosen which I thought 
would give me sufficient ground clearance 
for the usual deep ruts but at the same 
time enough grip to get through the sticky 
bit. Well I got that wrong! And was soon 
backing back down the section and having 
to face the waiting drivers.  
 
This was not the start I wanted but having 
pumped up the tyres we made our way to 
the holding control for Section 2 Crooked 
Mustard. Because of the delay before Axe 
the queue for Crooked Mustard was the 
shortest we have ever experienced, with 
only just enough time to adjust our tyre 
pressures before being asked to drive up 
to the section. 
 
Now Crooked Mustard in my opinion is 
one of the great sections, up there with 
Simms, Litton Slack and the other greats. 
We have only ever managed to climb this 
section twice before so I have to admit to 
being a little apprehensive but thankfully 
we didn’t have too much time to dwell on 
this before being called to the line. As I 
drew up to the start line I saw Dudley 
Sterry pumping up his tyres, this didn’t 
help with my confidence at all, if Dudley 
failed it must be hard! We set off from the 
start line and managed to build up a little 
momentum by the time we had got to the 
first right hand bend, I took each corner as 
wide as I could and to my amazement we 
were heading for the top left hand bend 
having negotiated both rocky steps – WE 
HAD CLEANED Crooked Mustard again! 
But our problems weren’t quite over, 
having past the Section Ends we promptly 
came to a halt and had to have help from 
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A CLEE HILLS CAROL     (after JM Neale’s Good King Wenceslas) 
 

Good Clerk Graham A looked out 

On the eve of Clee’ing 

When the snow lay round about 

Deep and crisp and freezing 

Brightly shone the moon that night 

Though the frost was cruel 

When it dawned to all involved 

No need for trialling fu - u - el 

 

Four months work all put on hold 

Might Minehead’s loss be our hope? 

But M.S.A. and National Trust 

Have snags with bikes in Easthope 

Jon and Adrian call their teams 

Graham checks with Council 

A shorter route looks promising 

And we must be fina – a - ncial 

 

Pat’s website spreads the upbeat news 

On Facebook they are chatting 

But there is much to print and peg 

And winter days we’re battling 

So we must sadly halt our Clee 

And refund our keen drivers 

Looking forward to next time round 

With Nature right behi – i - nd us. 

 

(Adrian Tucker-Peake) 
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Pete Hart, Ian Moss and Tony Underhill to 
get up to the road. Thanks guys! 
 
Next hill was the famous NAILSWORTH 
LADDER. Tyre pressure limits were 
imposed on this hill for all classes with 
class 2 being limited to a minimum 
pressure of 10 psi. The crux of the hill for 
those who don’t have a restart is of 
course the rock step in the middle of the 
hill. This year we had plenty of width in 
the section and so could choose where 
we wanted to cross this step which is 
higher on the right side. I’ve always gone 
as far left as we have been allowed in the 
past but this year for some reason I 
decided to try and keep straight and cross 
the rocky step on the left putting Liz’s 
wheels in a little slot hopefully reducing  
the effect of the step. Well, that’s another 
thing I got wrong and I was beginning to 
wonder if the front wheels were ever 
going to come back to earth! According to 
some of the spectators who could see 
Liz’s expression, she might have been a 
little more concerned than me (Bill that’s 
an understatement!! –ed [I was there]), 
still we made a successful climb but I see 
from the results that 26 other cars did not.  
 
A short drive across the common to the 
next holding control where we met 
Andrew Brown who we hadn’t seen for 
quite a while, but we could only have a 
brief chat with Andrew as he was very 
busy not only controlling cars at the 
holding control but also having to report 
when cars left the section below due to 
poor radio reception lower down the hill. 
Section 4 Ham Mill was washed out and 
although there were no tyre restrictions 
the section was showing lots of clean 
rock, in spite of this 5 cars still ran out of 
grip and failed the section. The next 
proposed section Don Perignon was 
cancelled, we assume due to all the wet 
weather we had leading up to the trial, 
instead we drove to another holding 
control on the A419 by the Gliding Club. 
Cars left here at two minute intervals to go 

down the hill towards Stroud for Section 6 
Station Lane. This section although 
almost flat for the most, used to have very 
deep ruts which claimed many a car 
because of ground clearance. At first I 
reduced my tyre pressures to a level 
where I thought I could get good grip, then 
promptly blew them back up to increase 
the ground clearance. This was my next 
mistake because when I got to the nice 
claggy yellow clay I didn’t have quite 
enough grip to get over the little rise 
earning myself a well-deserved 4 points! 
Having backed all the way back to the 
start we then drove up the escape route to 
next new Section 7 Jerry’s. Here once 
again we had tyre pressure limits which I 
must admit I thought was a bit harsh. This 
short section was quite steep, very muddy 
and strewn with tree roots and we 
managed to earn another 4 points here. 
 
The next delight for us was Section 8 
Wicked Juniper. In the route instructions it 
said “separate start line for classes 1 & 2” 
but the start marshal knew nothing of this. 
Now I’m not able to tell you much about 
this section above the 8 marker as this 
was as high as we got. In fact the 
marshals above the 5 marker were not 
bothered by anyone and it was only 
Adrian Marfell who managed this dizzy 
height although 27 other drivers managed 
a 6, obviously this section was living up to 
its wicked name.  
 
A short road distance of 1.4 miles took us 
swiftly to Section 9 Fred’s Folly. This 
section is a good blast and one where I 
definitely need to get some way on in the 
first part of the section to enable us to 
bounce our way through the tacky bit. 
Thank goodness the restart for our class 
was cancelled, that would have made the 
hill very difficult for class 2, as it was we 
managed to clean the hill in spite of the 
tyre pressure restrictions.  
 
A short trip through the woods quickly 
brought us to Section 10 Pheasant’s Run. 
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All I can say is they must have very fit 
pheasants in these yer woods! Once 
again tyre pressure restrictions but in 
spite of this we managed to climb to a 3 
which was quite pleasing although leaving 
us with an awkward bit of reversing. The 
next section was 3.5 miles away on 
mostly forest tracks and across a horse 
training area with a few gates to open and 
shut, still, getting in and out of the car 
helps to keep the navigator fit.  
 
After a climb up a rough lane we arrived 
at Section 11 Merves Swerve and another 
tyre pressure limit. When told to “proceed 
in our own time” by the start marshal I 
built up as much momentum as I could 
before the hump by the restart area but 
failing to get over, another 12 inches and I 
think we might have made it! So it was 
another 5 points to add to our every-
growing score. 
 
Next group of activity 2.7 miles away was 
the Highwood complex starting with the 
Highwood Special Test. We had the 
advantage of watching Josh Moss and 
Alex Wheeler perform the test in front of 
us, this did show us where the hazards 
were and certainly helped. Having 
successfully completed the test we drove 
on to Section 12 Highwood 1 where we 
met Carlie and a bit later up the section 
Pete Hart. Once the tyre pressures had 
been checked by the official we made our 
attempt on the hill but could only get up to 
the 3 marker.  Only 7 cars cleaned this 
section, with another one getting to the 1 
marker. 
 
Next came Section 13 Highwood 2 where 
our normal minimum tyre of 10 psi had 
been reduced to 8psi, for this we were 
very grateful. We also had a preferential 
start line which helped us to get up to the 
6 marker. The lowest score on this hill 
was a 3 which was achieved by Nick 
Deacon in his Suzuiki X90, well done 
Nick! 
 

Well only two sections left to do now. We 
pumped up our tyres and had a chat with 
Dave Wall and Stuart Roach who were 
waiting on news on what had happened to 
Chris Wall’s car, thankfully we soon heard 
that Chris was busy fixing his car and 
should be going again very soon.  
 
Knowing that Chris was not going to need 
our help we started the 7 miles to the last 
two sections which took us past the 
Climperwell  section, which was not being 
used this year. When we arrived at 
Section 14 Bull Banks 1 we were 
welcomed by Dick Munns who was the 
start marshal. Poor old Dick was not in 
top health but being Dick had still turned 
out to help with the trial, this Dick was 
much appreciated! We were also greeted 
at this section by Norton and Jack 
Selwood who informed us that some were 
failing the Bull Banks 1 restart, now as 
some may know I’m not terribly fond of 
restarts so this news didn’t improve my 
temperament. As it turned out I needn’t 
have worried as we managed to get off 
this restart and the one on Bull Banks 2 
avoiding us having to finish on a low.  
 
Looking at the results afterwards I see 
that Bull Banks 1 restart stopped 29 of the 
field and Bull Banks 2 stopped 18. Having 
once again re-inflated my tyres to road 
pressures we drove the 12 miles back to 
Minchinhampton Golf Club to sign off and 
have a sandwich before driving home.  
 
To summarise the trial from our point of 
view, it was very enjoyable but quite hard, 
we only managed to clean 7 sections 
which was half of those attempted. 
Congratulations to all class winners and 
sincere thanks to all the marshals and 
organisers who gave us a good day’s 
sport. 

24 

Cotswold Clouds Pho
Ladder, by Ba

 
 

Murray Montgomery-Smith &
 
 

Kelly Thom

 
 
 
Nick Deacon & 
Liz Rogers-
Deacon 

 
 
 

Chris Wall &  
Tony Underhill, 

Cannon 



25 

otos on Nailsworth 
arry Wilson 

& Alex Reynolds, Marlin 

mas & Mark Hobbs, Troll 

 
 
 
 
Bill & Liz Bennet. 
MG J2 

 
 
 

Dave Wall & Stuart 
Roach, Dellow 

26 

Launceston 
Trial Photos 

by Joe 
Caudle 

 
 
 
Adrian Booth, 
TR7 

 
 
 
 

Andrew Rippon, 
VW Baja 

 
 
Colin Jeffery, Ford 
Escort 



27 

2013 Cotswold Clouds – A 
Fight to the Finish…. 
by John Hammill 
 

W hen I emailed my son Ian in 
Malaysia, giving a report of 
our day's trialling in the 
Clouds he observed that it 

was a typical classic trial – ‘varied 
success on the sections, an element of 
comedy, camaraderie from fellow 
competitors and some unplanned 
maintenance in order to get home’ – a 
pretty good summary.  
 
After carrying out final preparations in 
glorious sunshine on Saturday it was still 
dry when I collected Graham Penny on 
Sunday morning and remained that way 
all day. There was a new CoC this year in 
Phil Tucker, ably supported by Ian and 
Nigel Moss and other experienced 
members of previous organising teams. 
This seems an excellent model, with the 
older hands mentoring the younger 
members, experience being handed down 
and new ideas tried. It augurs well for the 
future health of the Stroud club. 
 
The first hill this year was Axe. Running 
mid field we were pleased that a good 
number of cars were ahead of us to fight 
their way through the inevitable clag after 
weeks of rain and snow. Not surprisingly, 
there was a queue at the holding control 
but eventually we made our way to the 
New Inn and the start of the section. Tyre 
pressures crept down, particularly when 
Bill Bennett returned down the section. I 
was running on new rear tyres of 
uncertain grip, so we ended up at 11psi, 
getting up without too much difficulty. We 
met Russell Clarke at the top of Crooked 
Mustard, and enquired about conditions. 
In summary, ‘very slippery’ and the advice 
was 'it's all about getting the line right'. I 
regret to say that the sight of experienced 
competitors coming back down from 
Mustard must have gone to my head as I 

tried too hard, carried too much speed 
into the first left hander, the car did not 
stay level as it should, I backed off and it 
was game over at the main step for a 
dishonourable 6.  
 
We fared much better on the Ladder, 
where the position of the restart allowed 
us to drive up the left side of the section 
and avoid the main ledge with the 
inevitable front end ‘air’. There was no 
restart on Ham Mill this year and with 
unrestricted pressures we got up without 
drama, taking care to keep wide and high 
on the first left hander where there was 
plenty of grip.  
 
Station Lane is not my favourite section, 
with its long run through deep clay and a 
requirement to keep in the ruts and 
maintain road speed for the final incline. 
There is a strong incentive to get out, in 
order to avoid the long reverse back down 
the section. The exit was even more 
glutinous than the lane itself and led us to 
a new section, ‘Jerry's’. The name of the 
game here was to gather enough 
momentum through the liquid goo at the 
start to make it past the 11 marker and 
not understeer out (a Marlin trait), before 
attacking the main section where there 
was grip. 
 
We took on some liquid ballast before 
tackling Wicked Juniper on a reduced 
limit of 12 psi for Class 7 and were very 
pleased to make it to the restart. No 
prospect of getting off but I see that no-
one else did either, so that was probably 
a bridge too far on the day. 
 
It was good to have Fred's Folly back in 
this year, but I did not pick the right spot 
at the restart. It was clearable, as 
witnessed by the successful getaways by 
of Duncan Stephens, Julian Lack and 
Colin Archibold in our class. We got to the 
restart on Pheasants' Run, and tried very 
hard to get away at gradually increasing 
revs but eventually lost traction, and 
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burning our way out of trouble was not an 
option. A cheerful Rick Neale greeted us 
at Merve's Swerve, giving the impression 
that getting to the restart would be a 
success. That did not cause too much 
trouble but the grease laden tree roots 
were a barrier to any further progress. 
  
After the special test at Highwood we 
tackled Highwood 1 and got to the restart 
but made limited progress thereafter, in 
common with most of Class 7. The 
interesting feature here was the 'reverse 
back and exit stage left' procedure. Having 
dropped back to the 6 marker we started 
to climb out but with lots of wheelspin. 
Immediately I backed off the car strolled 
out. This was probably a message for the 
day with conditions so slippery that sheer 
power was not the prime requirement; it 
was throttle control that was crucial. We 
scored 10 on Highwood 2 and I seriously 
wonder whether less power and wheelspin 
would have got us a bit further (but not 
much, with the wicked combination of 
gradient and polished surface). 
 
Finally, we moved on to my favourite 
sections on the Clouds at Bull Banks. A 
superb location, challenging restarts and 
no risk of car damage (or so I thought). 
There was plenty of grip before the restart 
on BB1 and time to pick the stopping 
point. Having cleared BB1 the right hand 
side of the BB2 restart looked grippier this 
year and that worked for us.  
 
I said 'finally', but fate had a surprise in 
store at this late stage. There was a fair 
degree of chaos at the top of the section 
with competing cars all over the shop and 
some struggling to get towards the main 
road. We decided to make a break for 
freedom, but when I went for the clutch 
there it wasn't! My three pedal car had 
turned into a two pedal model. It 
transpired that the circlip had come of its 
groove at the back end of the clutch 
master cylinder, the pedal and operating 
rod had sprung up to the horizontal and 

forward gears were somewhat difficult to 
engage. This is where the camaraderie 
kicked in, led by Mal Allen. With a small 
team of pushers, the car in gear and me 
on the starter button it fired and we were 
away - only to get baulked and forced to a 
stop. The second attempt was less 
successful, so Graham hopped out and 
joined the pushing team. However, having 
got going, there was then a Keystone 
Cops routine whereby he failed to catch 
the errant Marlin and had to jump into  
Mark Linforth's Escort pursuit vehicle, 
which then followed me towards the A419 
Stroud to Cirencester road (my apologies 
to fellow competitors who were held up in 
this slow moving cavalcade). The 
challenge then was to turn right onto the 
busy A419 towards Minchinhampton and 
the finish, but the lads had it all in hand. 
As we got closer to the junction the Escort 
roared past at full power and parked up on 
the other side of the junction. I tried to 
judge my speed to synchronise with 
Graham’s waved instructions, emerged 
somewhat untidily on softish tyres and 
took the opportunity to grab third gear for 
the run to the finish. 
 
After a swift beer, during which I planned 
a route home with no clutch, I eventually 
decided to take off the master cylinder and 
put the circlip back in. It took us less than 
a quarter of an hour and didn’t even 
require bleeding…   
 
So, we had a great day, albeit with a 
somewhat eventful ending. Our thanks to 
Phil, the whole organising team and 
marshals without whom such an event 
would not be possible. A special thank you 
to Alison Eamer for getting the results 
emailed out later that evening – what 
efficiency! Finally, my sincere thanks to 
Mal Allen, the other competitors who 
helped us to get going and to Mark for 
shepherding us back to the finish. 
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Cotswold Clouds Trial 2013 
by Chris Maries 
 

S unday started with a long 
journey from Northwich with the 
Toyota RAV “2” i.e. a front wheel 
drive on the trailer. We were the 

last to start by request, as this means a 
little longer in bed which is important for 
my navigator Graham as he starts work 
for his job at 4 am. 
 
We joined a long queue for the first 
section Axe, full of anticipation and 
buoyed by the fact that no cars had 
returned to the start we set off, our 
expectations were dashed at the six, 
when the car decided it did not want to 
climb any further. However we arrived at 
the six with great gusto and at great 
speed! 
 
Crooked Mustard was next, having 
attempted this last year we approached 
with a  route and plan in mind, fast round 
the right from the start, stay right for the 
next left and left before the next right, to 
miss the step, all this whilst maintaining a 
fair head of steam! Ruddy good plan in 
theory but we only managed to get to the 
11! Good theory, good plan executed by 
an idiot! 
 
Nailsworth Ladder again didn’t get to the 
restart resulting in a 6. Maybe this class 1 
Toyota RAV 2 needs more development, 
maybe I need to put the 85kg back behind 
the front bumper instead of tripping over it 
in the workshop. Still it is very very 
comfortable, warm and dry! 
 
Ham Mill is next on the list and much 
discussion with my navigator as to why 
the ruddy thing clears all the escape 
roads with aplomb but show it a hill and it 
lifts its bonnet, spins its wheels and 
makes no forward progress.6 was our 
reward, most of the field cleaned this hill. 
 

Dom Perignon is next and fortunately 
cancelled. This hill had me all excited 
when I read the results as I thought it was 
our only “CLEAN “bugger it!! 
 
Station Lane a muddy, slimy track 
through the woods with a 9 for our efforts. 
 
Jerry’s could not tell you what this section 
consisted of as we scored an 11. This 
score card is going to tax the results team 
as they will need to remove all their shoes 
to total them up. Still we are still WARM, 
COMFORTABLE, DRY AND HAVING 
FUN!! 
 
Wicked Juniper; best score yet with a full 
house 12! 
 
Fred’s Folly was a 7, maybe our luck has 
changed. 
 
Pheasants Run. Back to a 12! 
 
Merves Swerve. More like Chris’s 
standing still and make lots of smoke and 
get a 12! Still having fun. 
 
Highwood 1. Attacked with a great deal of 
speed and total commitment as befits a 
racing driver and a magnificent (for us) 6!! 
 
Highwood 2. No change here just the 12 
 
In amongst these sections was the 
Highwood special test. We were 
entertained on this test by the open top 
Buggy in front of us and the class 8 trials 
car behind. Let me explain, the test was 
to go as fast as you could from A to B, 
reverse back to C and then up the hill 
through the deepest muddy quagmire you 
can imagine to stop astride C. The Buggy 
attacked the test as described and flew 
past the C totally blinded by the mud that 
filled the car and covered its occupants 
from head to toe. We were next to go and 
completed the test second fastest in class 
1 and we were WARM, DRY AND 
COMFORTABLE. The class 8 special did 
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not see us complete the test and suffered 
the same fate as the Buggy. 
 
Bull Banks 1 and 2. 
We attempted the restart on 1 and failed 
with a 6. We decided to drive straight 
through 2 without attempting the restart. 
This resulted in a 6 and gave us the 
satisfaction of actually driving out of the 
top of at least ONE section in the day. As 
we exited the section on to the deeply 
rutted track we came across a Skoda 
beached with its wheels off the ground, we 
tried to exit the ruts with no luck. We 
reversed to the end of the section and 
managed to pull alongside the Skoda and 
by joining two tow ropes together 
managed to tow him to track that was not 
rutted. Our good deed for the day! 

 
To summarise;  The Toyota RAV 2 is a 
tough, fast, warm, comfortable and dry 
trials car that is good at pulling Skodas out 
of ruts but needs more development or a 
better driver to make it climb hills. Our 
score of a massive 122 was the best of 
the day if only high numbers meant prizes.  
 
The Rav 2 is for sale, it is RELIABLE, 
COMFORTABLE, WARM, and DRY, and 
and TAXED UNTIL MAY AND TESTED 
UNTILL NOVEMBER 2013. The price is 
flexible and the challenge is to prove you 
can drive it better than CHRIS. Phone 
01565733653 if you fancy a warm, 
reliable, comfortable, dry trials car give me 
a ring. 
 

Cotswold Clouds 2013 – Ed 
Wells, class 7, Dutton Melos 

T he call came through to write a 
report for Restart magazine – and 
so on Sunday February 3rd we 
joined the fully subscribed 2013 

Cotswold Clouds entry and tried to take 
some notes. And now two weeks later with 
snow on the ground yet again - its time to 
rattle the keyboard and see if I can 
decipher my own hand writing… 
 
We changed our trailer tyres just before 
the Clouds and didn’t check how it sat on 
the car – which turned out to be very 
badly. So that realisation on Saturday left 
us with no time to do anything, and for the 
second year running we were forced to 
pilot our Dutton fibreglass tent from the 
Ross area over to Stroud and pray we 
didn’t have any breakages during the day. 
Leaving home at 7:45 felt about right as 
we were due out from the start at 9:25. It 
was a perishing, damp clawing cold 
morning - 4 layers plus a motor bike jacket 
couldn’t keep it back, but we did get there 
in time and thanks to a 10 minute pause in 

the 1 minute start interval number 54 got 
away from the SKF start site at about 9:35 
- having had just enough time to get a 
bacon and egg roll (highlight of the day!). 
 
And then it started – we took a wrong turn 
somewhere in the fog on 
Minchenhampton Common, and by the 
time we had recovered we were already 6 
places back and sitting in a ridiculously 
long holding queue for Axe. We shivered 
for just over an hour as four cars at a time 
were allowed to filter forward to the first 
hill (I don’t pretend to understand the 
details of route planning and marshalling 
logistics but Axe would have been the 
perfect hill to work into a lunch time 
break). As it was we froze, and waited, 
and waited and waited. When we were 
finally allowed onto Axe it wasn’t a 
problem at all and we were so glad to be 
moving – finally moving… 
 
Next up Nunnery Lane and Crooked 
Mustard – another delay to get to the hill 
as the news came through that Paul 
Eamer had rolled his Escort. As we drove 
up the lane to the hill start Paul’s Escort 
was looking the worse for wear. My son 
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Jack looked across at me and said “Dad, 
I’d rather fail the hill than roll the car. 
Ok?”. He was right, it was too early in the 
day for frozen heroics and having recently 
ballasted the rear of the Melos I had no 
real idea how it was going to turn in - or 
even if it was going to turn in! We flew 
towards the right turn and just about got 
into the hill, I nailed the throttle and 
attempted the wall of death needed to 
clear the evil rock steps on the first left 
turn, not quite enough momentum to keep 
us high and we slipped down onto a step 
and failed the hill on a disastrous 5. Not a 
great start to the day.  
 
Another drift around the countryside and 
we stop at the hold for Nailsworth 
Ladder. We let the tyres down drove to 
the start to find we were on 14psi and 
promptly blew them back up again. Last 
year with snow over ice we got off the 
restart only to fail the step shortly after – 
this year with more ballast no problem – 
we sailed up, although looking at photos 
on the internet and the vertical cars we 
clearly have some way to go before we 
have that much ballast on board! 
 
We drove off to Ham Mill which I have 
noted as ‘easy climb’. Domperigon was 
notified as a cancelation so we followed 
some more capable competitors and 
arrived at Station Lane. And now we 
know what slime and mud is all about on 
the Clouds. Station Lane wound up 
through some woods on deeply rutted clay 
tracks which sapped the power from my 
arms and the engine. We climbed it ok but 
all four wheels had become clay solids by 
the top – it took a while with a stick to find 
the valves again, I think this and Jerry’s 
which followed was all on 14psi. The climb 
on Jerry’s felt good until the end where a 
right turn uphill on slick wet tree roots 
stopped us on 3 - just another small nail in 
the points coffin. 
 
Next Wicked Juniper. Now although we 
were allowed 12psi on this one we were 

told that many class 7s couldn’t even 
make the restart point. Looking at the 
scores 6 was the restart and that’s as 
good as it got for all of us – and yes we 
made it to 6 and rated it as our best climb 
of the day. Fred’s Folly had us back on 
14psi and we again made the restart to go 
no further. Peasant’s Run has a seriously 
steep restart which no class 7 got past – 
another 6. Well worth a mention was 
watching Colin Perryman in the blue BMW 
2002 literally melting his tyres all the way 
up to go clean. Only he and John White’s 
Troll managed that – both obviously 
brilliant climbs.  
 
At this point I’m thinking, what is the point 
of all these restarts on a day with so little 
grip, either drop the pressures or move 
the restarts down the hills a bit. I guess 
thinking about it the problem really comes 
down to making a decision at the start of 
the day which is good for a whole day with 
80 cars in various classes and a whole 
range of capabilities. And it’s always 
easier to think what would have worked 
better after the event. Sorry Stroud club, 
don’t mean to be critical – I just got a bit 
low with all the failed restarts – you know 
how it is! 
 
Merve’s Swerve – my notes say 
impossible restart (confirmed by the 
overall scores) and bad descent, I had 
shocking neck ache trying to get off some 
of these hills and got well hung up trying 
to turn the car around on this one – sorry 
marshals, the blood supply gets cut off to 
my head. Special Test – as ever 
something of nothing, we plunged into the 
muddy water splash so fast a bow wave of 
grot obliterated the screen and soaked us 
inside the car, which caused a delay 
whilst we spat and peered outside the car 
to see where we had to stop. A really slow 
time of 28 seconds - but what the hell. 
 
Highwood 1 – I can’t remember what 
happened but all of class 7 seemed to be 
on 5 including ourselves. Highwood2 – 
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no restart but a late entry 
for class 7, a slightly 
hesitant start cost us 1 
point, 8 wasn’t bad but 7 
would have been on it. We 
drove on for Bulls Bank 1 
and Bulls Bank 2 both had 
restarts and even with 
14psi neither was any 
problem, and it was nice to 
finish on some clears.  
 
We drove off in the rapidly 
approaching dusk to sign 
off at the golf club. Jack 
erected the Melos tent top 
to keep us ‘snug’ on the journey home. We 
worked out that with the extra 60 or so 
road miles we did to get to the trial this 
was probably the longest road trip we have 
done on any classic so far – the cold in our 
bones confirmed this by the time we 
eventually got home. In summary we 
enjoyed all of it apart from the wait at Axe 

– we fouled up on Crooked Mustard which 
cost us a half decent class result, we had 
some fuel vaporisation problems on hard 
climbs, but apart from that – respectable 
and still making progress. We will be back 
– and with a bigger engine next time!  

The Northern Classic Trial 
from the saddle of an old Brit.  
(David Moffat, No. 11 BSA  
350cc B40, class A) 
 

I  don’t get out much on classic trials as 
I live in Scotland, far from most of the 
activity, so the Fellside event, being 
closest to home, is a “must do” every 

February. Past conditions have been 
variable but the Clerk of the Weather this 
year was very kind to us producing a day 
which would have been quite welcome 
last summer. 
 
Starters in the motorcycle classes totalled 
a respectable 27 this year, including a 
Reliant (3 wheels, just like a sidecar….) 
which unfortunately retired quite early on, 
along with 2 others. 
 

The route was changed a bit from 
previously with the welcome addition of a 
non-observed, unsurfaced public road 
very early in the proceedings, known 
locally as “Andrew White’s “ after the 
testing activities of a well-known local 
vintage enthusiast. 
 
The first observed section, Carlislegate 
Lane, another right of way, is long, fairly 
level and muddy. Not much of a problem 
but well worth using as an opener before 
the more serious stuff. 
 
Allhallows Colliery (disused) is a good, if 
very muddy, venue for the first special 
test as well as an observed section. Not 
particularly typical of the rest of the event 
but maybe slightly less contentious than 
in previous years. I feel it is a shame to 
get coated in muck for no real purpose 
but most of us escaped cleaner this year, 
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possibly because the weather was drier in 
the days before. I met two of my Northern 
friends here, Dave and Ian, Triumph and 
Enfield mounted respectively, missed at 
the start because I was late, and we rode 
together for the rest of the day. 
 
A 12 mile road run to Wythop Woods 
brought us to the first real “hill” at Routen 
Romp and  a bit of a delay to the whole 
bike entry as we were running early. I 
quite enjoy these queues as they allow 
socialising and winding-up, as well as 
topping-up (Lucozade, chocolate, etc.) 
This hill was quite a good indication of 
things to come in the forestry; damp 
enough to be interesting but not too 
gooey, and generally plenty of grip. The 
wiggle throught the trees near the top was 
ok because it was wide enough to choose 
a line, but I don’t normally like taped 
diversions, preferring a straight blast if 
possible, or  a restart if extra difficulty is 
felt necessary by the organisers. Class A 
was excused all restarts this year, maybe 
a good thing as no one finished without 
loss of points anyway. We were all clean 
here but Falcon’s Crest, which was next, 
dropped Dave and I one each. This was a 
fairly muddy meander through trees and 
up and down slopes. Maybe a bit artificial 
but good dirty fun with a short steep bit at 
the end to catch us out.   
 
Brown’s Challenge is named after the 
club’s Forestry Commission 
“mentor” (does he teach them to chop 
down trees in the way of a good hill?) and 
it certainly was very brown, quite steep 
and rough.  Dave and I were again in debit 
but Ian made it all the way to the top. Of 
the two Cockups, only the Little one 
remains, starting quite easily but with a 
nasty rutted bit about ¾ way up on a left 
hander followed by a steep pitch right at 
the end. I did cock it up at the top as I 
snapped off a marker just as I left the 
section BUT stayed upright and footless 
until I was clear! Sorry club…. 
 

Lowthwaite Side took us out of Wythop 
Woods by the back door. I do like this 
section; just like a short MCC hill with a 
steep left hander on a rock outcrop, and 
today very dry. The views from the long 
lane across the fields back to the surfaced 
road are superb and the sun was shining. 
Heaven! 
 
We now had a long buzz along the A66 to 
Keswick for fuel for the humans as well as 
the machines. Low gears mean about 
40mph cruise on the road and small tanks 
need topping up to avoid shortage towards 
the end. I reckoned the total mileage to be 
about 82, a good bit more than the 61.3 
presumably road miles shown on the route 
card. I had a slight panic here as someone 
said “looks like you’ve got a leak” and 
surely it did. There was a growing puddle 
right beneath my bike, clean, so more 
likely petrol than oil. I checked the carb 
and the fuel line- no drips. Then we 
realised that the overhanging roof of the 
garage was gently dripping water right 
under my bike- what a relief! 
 
Refreshed, we crossed the Whinlatter 
Pass to Darling How which must be one of 
the longest trials’ hills in use today. An 
easy upward two-ply track to start then 
across an access road to a rocky, steep, 
rutted part easing towards the end. The 
top is about 1000 feet above sea level and 
the clear day meant we could see for 
miles. Small amounts of slushy snow lay 
on the ground but nothing like as much as 
sometimes seen. We have used other hills 
around here in previous events but today 
pushed deeper in to the woods to 
Sheepfold which can almost be relied 
upon to be dry and so it proved. Ilkley 
marshals cheerfully in charge and 
publicising their well-regarded event in 
May. One day I’ll be there, I promise! 
 
Past Ullister to Lord’s Seat, the approach 
to which goes along the edge of a very 
steep drop almost straight in to 
Bassenthwaite Lake. There’s a promintory 
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on the other side known as The Bishop 
and on this was apparently a large 
snowman. No snow apart from that, so 
was it really The Bish in frozen form? 
  
A Ford motorsport “gazebo” graced the 
start line and would have given good 
shelter to the start marshal if only it had 
been raining. We all managed this hill ok 
and went back to do Ullister which is a 
dead end, steep, rutted hill between trees. 
It is easy to lose momentum on the slope 
so we all agreed early speed would be “a 
good thing” and so it was, but the grip 
was so good I had to ease off to keep my 
front wheel in contact. I was last up and 
almost took out the others waiting at the 
top as I arrived barely in control, but again 
kept it vertical past the marker. 
 
Setmurthy is usually the first port of call 
but was nearer the end this year and with 
three sections instead of just Black Hole. 
Telf’s Challenge (after the late Mike 
Telford) and Watch Hill were the new 
ones, both reasonably straightforward and 
not steep, but the ruts on the latter caught 
Ian for his first dab of the day. Black Hole 
looks like it should be very wet under the 
trees and they make it quite dark but 
again grip was plentiful so no excuse for 
me failing to make it ALL the way to the 
top. 

That’s it for the forestry, only 
the 15 miles to the terror of 
Sandale now. Another queue 
at the foot allowed good wind
-ups over what was just 
about to happen. One rider, 
possessed of a very thin 
saddle, had started to feel 
the seven hours aboard. He 
advised us “My a**e feels like 
a pound of tripe” in his 
inimitable broad Keighley 
accent. Collapse of all 
present!  Sandale is usually a 
squelchy mess almost from 
the start and some speed is 
necessary to keep going , but 

not so much that you can’t steer the 
bumps and ruts. The middle is rough so I 
usually get in a rut, normally to the right, 
though often luck decides. We were 
excused the restart which was probably 
just as well as it was a big hole even 
before the cars arrived. I couldn’t believe I 
was clean through the R box and 
concentrated hard to keep my feet up but 
was finally defeated just short of the top 
when I lost the front wheel and had to leg 
it to the end. The club said 2 but I reckon 
probably 3. The others made 2, Dave 
holding the middle all the way. Most riders 
reckoned they had done better on 
Sandale than ever before and I must say 
it’s the first time I’ve ever thought I might 
just clean it. Maybe next year… 
 
Only the aforementioned Andrew White to 
visit on the last special test before signing 
off for the very last time at The 
Stocksman. It has been an ideal (and very 
traditional) cattle market venue for the 
start over many years but apparently is 
about to be transformed to a supermarket. 
Hopefully the FSAC will have found a new 
venue by next February.  
 
As usual, we must pass our heartfelt 
thanks to the small club and its team of 
happy helpers who make our enjoyment 
possible. 

View over Bassenthwaite 
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Northern Trial 
Photos , on 
Darling How, by 
Alexander 
Jefferson 
 
 

 
 
Garry Hirons, ALP Beta 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Richard and Brian Parker, 
Austin 7 

 
 
 

Al Lidgate, Yamaha 
EML 
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Fell Side Trial - Saturday 
February 16th 2013. A report by 
Richard Parker as a competitor 
in class 2. 
 

S peedy and efficient scrutineering 
and signing on at The 
Stocksman saw us ready for our 
8.40 am start in perfect trialling 

weather, - fine and dry above ground, 
claggy underfoot. Running in class 2 as a 
pre-war production car our Austin 7 is 84 
years old and compared to many trial 
Austin Sevens is only mildly modified, 
though it performs well enough. 
 
A 6 mile run brought us to the first section, 
Carlislegate Lane. This was in last year’s 
trial but its condition had deteriorated, no 
doubt because of the continuous wet 
weather. Heavily rutted in parts, it was 
easily passable with care and very few 
cars lost marks. On then to Allhallows 
Colliery where there was a special test 
and an observed section. This venue was 
also used last year and this year a one 
way system kept things running smoothly. 
Ground conditions were dreadful, a 
wasteland of mud but there was some grip 
to be had. Robert Hodgkinson (Marlin) 
bottomed out on the way in but was soon 
running again with the help of some scrap 
timber. Test instructions repaid careful 
reading and there were a number of fails 
for wrong slotting or reversing when 
instructions were to maintain forward 
motion. The observed section was a fairly 
short climb with a 90 degree right turn 
where several cars under steered off the 
course. Leaving here we drove 16 road 
miles to Beck Wythop where there were 
five sections. Although we had started out 
as tenth car, on this leg we passed four or 
five cars parked at the roadside (not in 
trouble) and for the rest of the day ran in 
company with Bill Bennett (MG J2) and 
John Bell (MG TB) both our formidable 
competition in class 2. 

Arriving at Routen Romp, manned by 
Preston and District Vintage Car Club, we 
found several bikes still waiting but after 
only a short delay we made our attempt. I 
know this section well as it is also used by 
the VSCC on their Lakeland Trial. It is a 
classic, long trials section and this year 
there was a taped deviation at the top 
which made it even more interesting. We 
were lucky here as I understand that later 
competitors waited up to two hours! This 
is a regular problem on this section (last 
year it was scrubbed part way through) 
caused by its length and the fact that 
failures, usually many, have to be 
extricated by tow, all of which takes time. 
Next section was Falcon’s Crest, a 
steepish start, levelling off and weaving 
through trees where we lost our first 
marks when we couldn’t make one of the 
turns. John Bell met the same fate but Bill 
Bennett fared better and almost cleared. 
Next, Brown’s Challenge, a straight, 
muddy climb lived up to its name with 
everyone dropping marks except some in 
class 8.  Little Cockup starts with a gentle 
slope with good grip, then a rutty and wet 
level section leading to a deeply rutted, 
sharp right “wall of death” turn to a steep 
exit. This section was cleaned by our 
contingent but took marks off many 
others. Final section in this area, 
Lothwaite Side with its sometimes slippery 
rock slabs was cleared by most except 
some of those in classes 7 and 8 who had 
a restart to contend with. 
 
Leaving Wythop Woods and over 
Whinlatter Pass we turned right into 
Thornthwaite Forest to attempt Darling 
How, another long section the latter part 
surfaced with loose stones which caused 
trouble for a few. Sheepfold was manned 
by stalwarts from Ilkley and District Motor 
Club and though rough, was fairly dry this 
year.  
 
Next came Lord’s Seat which I have failed 
many times in past trials. The start line 
was fairly steep but we got away and this 
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time went well including successfully 
rounding the hairpin right finish. Next 
came Ullister Hill, also run by Ilkley 
members. I like this section, a steep climb 
which has good grip until the top which is 
very sticky. This year it was more difficult 
than usual and no car cleared!  
 
From here, a 7-mile run to Setmurthy 
Plantation for three further sections. First 
to attempt was Telf’s Challenge, named in 
memory of Mike Telford, where Jonathan 
and Pat Toulmin were in charge. When 
we arrived, it looked pretty much 
impossible, a short run off the approach 
track then right, up a steep, cambered 
muck slope resulting in heavy penalties. I 
tried a wide line to no effect, Bill and John 
cut the corner and scored better. The 
results showed that there were a few 
cleans here, - hard to believe. On then to 
Black Hole, my bete noir where I have 
never scored well. In front of us, Bill 
Bennett and John Bell drove up like a 
main road. The narrow tracked Austin 
seems to have nowhere to go and as 
usual I slithered off the line, never found 
grip anywhere and spun to a stop at 8. 
Nothing changes!! The last section at this 
venue was Watch Hill. Here, the starting 
area was very wide and only marked on 
one side. The marshal instructed us to 
start on the extreme right where ground 
conditions were boggy with little grip. Bill 
was first off and oh so nearly came to a 
stop but skilfully kept moving and on for a 
clean. John Bell was next and failed within 
yards, - we followed with the same result! 
A Liege (I think Julian Lack was 
successful behind us so it was possible. 
In the event, this section was excluded 
from the results “because of start line 
inconsistencies”. 
 
Last on the menu, 15 miles away, was 
Sandale, always with a big gallery of 
spectators. We were only the second car 
here and it surprised me just how bad 
ground conditions were already. Maybe 
off roaders use it regularly. We failed 

around our usual place, beyond the 
restart area where a deep build-up of mud 
brought the Austin to an abrupt stop. This 
year marking was kind and this lost us 
only 2 points, results showing this to be a 
popular mark. Bill Bennett stormed 
through after us without stopping, a good 
finish to an excellent day for him. 
Amongst the few other cleans was 
Hamish White running his 1926 Alvis, the 
oldest car on the event. I heard later that 
Odgie Danaan’s self-built Austin Special 
powered by a 500cc Honda engine with 
shaft drive ejected its passenger on this 
section, hopefully without serious injury. 
 
Only the second special test remained 
before returning to The Stocksman for 
signing off and some welcome 
refreshment. This is a really good venue 
for a trial with ample space for cars and 
associated paraphernalia, inexpensive 
beer and very acceptable food. For us, 
this had been an enjoyable event with no 
delays, good company, fine weather and 
testing sections. Some competitors were 
less fortunate, many suffering hours long 
waits at Routen Romp and finishing in 
darkness. This particular section nearly 
always causes problems and I can’t 
suggest how to improve arrangements 
other than to exclude it in future. This 
would be a pity as it is one of the trial’s 
best (if not the best) sections. 
 
Results revealed that overall 1st was Mike 
Chatwin (DP Wasp). 1st class award 
winners were Bill Bennett (MG J2), Colin 
Perryman (BMW 2002), Julian Lack 
(Liege) and Nick Smith (Marlin) in class 0. 
Very well done to them all. Our thanks are 
extended to the organisers, the marshals 
who stand out all day for our benefit, 
landowners, caterers, fellow competitors 
and everyone concerned for a grand, 
mucky day out in spectacular scenery. 
Equally picturesque countryside will be 
found in Yorkshire in May when the Ilkley 
Classic Trial takes place. Your entry will 
be welcome. 
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The Story of the Guy Fawkes 
Trial  

by Mike Hayward 
 

F alcon’s first trial was in October 
1949 and called the Presidents 
Cup Trial. In the following 
summer of 1950, it was 

suggested that the Presidents Cup Trial 
should take place in the Welsh 
Mountains, but it was decided that this 
was a bit too ambitious and with petrol 
rising to 3 shillings a gallon, the highest 
price since 1920, would probably put a lot 
of people off. So a route was laid out 
taking in parts of Hertfordshire and 
Bedfordshire. The trial was also upgraded 
to a Closed Invitation Trial and renamed 
The Guy Fawkes, as it took place on the 
5th November. The invited clubs were, 
Herts Auto & Aero M.C., North West 
London M.C., West Essex, M.C., 
Berkhamsted M.C., and 750 M.C. Entries 

were divided into three classes, Class “A” 
Open Cars not exceeding 1200c.c., Class 
“B” Cars having a cylinder capacity not 
exceeding 2000 c.c., and Class “C” cars 
over 2000 c.c. The entry fee, for Falcon 
members was 15/- (75p) and for non-
Falcon members 20/- (£1). 
 
The trial started at 11.30am, from the car 
park in Stevenage, which was at the side 
of the A1 Great North Road, and is now 
the High Street, Old Stevenage, and was 
described in the regulations “Will be of 
non-chassis breaking nature in the 
Hexton Barton area and will include a 
number of observed sections and special 
tests of a straightforward nature” 
 
The method of scoring was very different 
from that of today. Competitors were 
credited with 200 marks. Marks were lost 
or gained as follows:- For each 1/5 
second slower than fastest time in each 
class - debit 1 mark. For breaking or 

 
Dellows in Stevenage 
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Windwhistle Motor Club 
Invites you to the  

 

7th Bovey Down single venue clubsport classic car trial 
28th April 2013 

 
The venue is located near Seaton, Devon MR: 192/203913 

 
Join us for a day of fun at 20+ sections, such as the well known Clinton 
and Normans Hump as used in the Exeter trial. Ideal for novices or just 

to try out that new suspension. No competition licence required and 
day membership available for those wanting to give motor sport a try. 

Numbers limited to 40, so no long queues at the sections.    
 

Catering van with excellent food ( I’ve tried it myself ) and a portaloo in 
case of one too many cups of tea. 

 
Cost of entry is £30.00. For entry form and regs please contact Event 

Secretary: Liz Hobbs at hobnobus@btinternet.com or tel: 01460 30996. 
Marshals always welcome – please contact Chief Marshal :  

Anna Robinson at david@robinson2x.plus.com 
Closing date for entry is 14st April 2013 
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crossing marking tape - debit 5 marks. 
For failing on an observed section - debit 
10 marks. For failing to complete special 
test - debit 10 marks. It went on to say in 
the final instructions, “Sections 2 & 7. 
Bonus marks will be given on those 
sections by measurements taken from a 
predetermined point on the section as 
follows:- 1 mark per 3 inches of the 
section climbed. 
 
The final instructions also informed the 
drivers that 12% petrol benzol is available 
for competitors only at Messrs Shelford & 
Crowe, High Street, Stevenage. (Now, 
Stapletons Tyres), and Tea will be 
provided at the Yorkshire Grey opposite 
the start. 
The twenty two competitors were led 
away by R. Barrow in a 1172 c.c. Austin. 
The course took them through 
Wymondley to Hitchin and out towards 
Hexton where they turned left to tackle 
the first section, Icknield Way before 
attempting Telegraph Hill. The 
competitors then followed a route through 
Streatley and Sundon to section 3 called 
Harlington. Lunch was taken at the Royal 
Oak in Barton, before the drivers 
attempted to climb Hill House and 
Jeremiah’s Knob, both on the one track at 
the end of Old Road in Barton. Telegraph 
Hill, tackled for a second time, was 
approached from the other direction via 
The Bump, before the competitors made 
their way via some green lanes to 
Tatmore Endwhere an extract from a 
book by Ron Warren (Behind The Falcon 
Badge) reads, “I remember this day so 
well because of the sunshine, it was 
glorious, so nice in fact, that to make the 
restart line better on Tatmore End, a 
small water trailer was towed up just 
above the line and the contents were then 
released”. 
 
After Tatmore End the route card reads, 
“Straight on bearing right to Sections 9, 
10, 11 & 12 Bramble Lane”. The 
competitor’s then returned to the Finish in 

Stevenage via Preston Village Green 
passing the Hermit of Red Coats along 
the way. The Presidents Cup became the 
main award and was won that year by 
Best Falcon member Ben Brown in a 
supercharged 1172c.c Dellow. Best 
member from an invited club was 
C.Buckler (1100c.c Buckler), while 
J.C.Smith (1172 Bartlett) took best 
performance in the up to 1200 c.c class 
C.F Crossby (1203 Vauxhall Special) took 
the honours in the up to 2000 c.c. class 
and T.A. Davidson (3622 c.c Ford) in the 
over 2000 c.c class. The team award 
went to Messrs Richards, (1172 Austin) 
Brown (1172 Dellow) & Smith (1172 
Bartlett). 
 
The use of a Gravel Pit just outside 
Wymondley had been obtained for the 
second Guy Fawkes in 1951, which 
apparently “would considerably improve 
the existing course”. However, the event 
clashed with another trial being held on 
the same day. As no other dates were 
available, it looked like the Trial would 
have to be cancelled. Fortunately, Herts 
Auto and Aero Club, which had an event 
on 18th November, very kindly cancelled 
their event to allow ours to run. Tucker 
requested that all marshals for the event 
should meet on the Sunday before. They 
would then be conducted around the 
course and their duties explained to them 
 
C.J.M Abbott led the 20 competitors 
through Wymondley to the Gravel Pit 
where two sections “Quick Sands” and 
“Squib” were set up. G. Hancock (Dellow) 
and D. Render (Harford) were the only 
two to clean the first section. But both 
failed the second section as did most of 
the field. J.C. Smith (JCS) was the only 
one to make the grade. Section 3 was at 
Tatmore End with a stop and restart test 
which only caught out C. Abbott 
(Austin),D Roberts (Special) and C. 
Crossby (Vauxhall Special). Bramble 
Lane was followed by section 5, Offley 
Bend. All the competitors lost marks here, 
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BSW Accounting Services 
 

Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
Self Employed, need help with your accounts or self assessment tax return on 

line?  Need to set up a Limited Company? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

VAT   PAYE  NIC Pensions  Capital & Annual Investment allowances 
P&L Balance Sheet  Cash book  Purchase & Sale Books Cash Flow 

 
Free 1st consultation to work through options 

Contact - Barbara.selkirk@bswservices.co.uk 
www.bswservices.co.uk    01584 814594/ 07722 820933 

 

P D Q 
MoT 

 
 

Unit 5,  
1O5, Summerway, 

Exeter, 
EX4 8DP  
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most at the 8 marker. G.A Brooks ( D.R.P 
Special) made it to the 5 marker as did 
J.C Smith (J.C.S). Section 6, Pack Horse, 
had to be abandoned due to the weather, 
which I suppose, means it was raining. 
Jerimiah’s Knob was in good form and 
stopped most of the field at the 10 
marker, G.A Brooks, J.C.Smith, A Curwen 
(Austin), G. Hancock (Dellow), E.J 
Chandler (Chandler Special) and Captain 
Overton (Overton Special II) were the 
only ones to get cleans. Sections 8 and 9 
(Telegraph Hill 1 & 2) were also cancelled 
but Telegraph Hill 3 went ahead and only 
stopped R. Burrows (Dellow) at the 10 
marker. The drivers then made their way 
back to Wymondley and the Gravel Pit 
where section 11, Stoney Bank was 
cancelled and Falcon Bank, section 12, 
stopped everyone at the 10 marker 
except J.C.Smith who climbed the Bank 
and took the Presidents trophy as best 
Falcon. The finish was at the Roebuck 
Inn, Stevenage. Best Invited Member: 
C.A. Hancock Dellow (Herts County), 
Class awards went to:-Captain Overton 
(Overton Special II), E.J.Chandler 
(Chandler Special), A.Curwen (Austin). 
Second Class winners were:- J. Tucker-
Peake (Scarlet Runner), and S. Ress 
(Dellow). 
 
The third annual Guy Fawkes trial took 
place on 2nd November 1952 with 19 
entries starting from what is now 
Stevenage Old Town. The competitors 
followed a now familiar route to Tatmore 
End, Bramble Lane, Offley Bend, Pack 
Horse, Jerimiah’s Knob, Telegraph Hill 
1,2,&3, Quick Sands, Cliffs Climb and 
Falcon Bank, with tea again provided by 
the Roebuck Inn.. The weather was 
kinder that year and no sections had to be 
cancelled. J.C Smith made it a double by 
winning the Presidents Cup for the 
second year running with A.C Wood, the 
Best Invited member. Class winners 
were:- H.R.Smart, D Read and Miss P 
Price. 
 

By 1954 John Tucker-Peake had ably 
taken over organizing the Guy Fawkes 
Trial, from David Chiles, but plans were 
afoot to change the format of the Guy 
Fawkes Trial. A team of members went to 
marshal on the Colmore Trial in the 
Cotswolds which would give members a 
chance to explore the area for possible 
sections to be used later that year. The 
new format would have 3 starts, one 
being in Taunton, another in Virginia 
Water, although this was later changed to 
The Ace Service Station on the North 
Circular the following year, and 
Southampton. The event would have a 
mileage of approximately two hundred 
miles. Entries were received from as far 
away as Cornwall. This new format 
attracted forty three entries with six non-
starters. It was reported that, “with the 
exception of the lack of petrol at the 
breakfast stop, the whole trial had gone 
very well”. 
 
John Aley recalls a poignant moment on 
the Guy Fawkes. Armistice Day and my 
thoughts go back to one of the most 
poignant I can recall. It was in 1954 and 
the Falcon Clubs Guy Fawkes Trial was 
running as long distance event. By 11am 
we had just climbed I think Nailsworth 
Ladder and found ourselves on an open 
area surrounded by noisy cars and 
talkative people. As if by magic, right on 
the hour everything stopped and we all 
stood to attention for the required two 
minutes, alone with our own thoughts in 
the autumn sunshine. Then without a 
word, the world, unlike those we had just 
been remembering, came back to life and 
we carried on trialling. The trophy I won 
that day has long since disappeared but 
the memory will last forever. 
 
TO BE CONTINUED…... 
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2012 Reis ASWMC Classic 
Reliability Trials Championship 

by Brian Alexander 
 
Keith Sanders rounded off his 2012 
season with two more magnificent class 
wins in the Bristol MC's Allen trial and 
Camel Vale's Camel Heights, which, with 
his dominant record of 11 class wins (2 of 
them overall) from 11 rounds secured him 
the championship for the second 
succesive year.  
 
His only serious challenger, Duncan 
Stephens did not contest the final two 
rounds of the championship following his 
major engine disaster on the Tamar but 
nevertheless his 69 points were sufficient 
to retain his second place ahead of 
clubmate David Haizelden although even 
with 2 more class wins he would still have 
lost out to Keith on the tie break rules. 
 
5 times champion David Haizelden 
finished very close behind on 66 in spite 
of having to deal with some very strong 
competition in class 1, also suffering from 
the diminishing class 1 entry which 
prevented a maximum score from his 
class wins on occasion.   

 
Bill Bennett in the venerable blown J2 
MG climbed back into a meritorious 4th 
place after missing several rounds on his 
epic "JoG le" (!)cycle ride in the Spring 
ahead of the hard charging Peugeot 205 
of James Shallcross and the leading 
class 6 Beetle exponent Stephen 
Glover.  
 
I have handed over the position of 
ASWMC Classic Trials Co-ordinator for 
2013 to Holsworthy MC's enthusiastic Dan 
Glover (Stephen's son and trials 
passenger in the Beetle) who Is far more 
computer literate than I. We badly nee 
some young blood in these jobs 
nowadays and I am sure Dan will prove 
very capable. He is so  keen that  he 
actually approached me to volunteer for 
the job!  
 

 

Final Result  
 

1 Keith Sanders Class 5 Reliant SS1  Torbay MC  72 points 
2 Duncan Stephens Class 7 Dutton Melos  Camel Vale MC 69 points 
3 David Haizelden Class 1 & 3 VW Golf & Ford Escort Camel Vale MC 66 points 
4 Bill Bennett  Class 2 MG J2   MG CC  59 points 
5 James Shallcross Class 1 Peugeot 205  Camel Vale  57 points 

Championship Chat 
 

2 013 has been something of a 
disappointment after a splendid 
Exeter with the cancellation of 
both the Clee Hills Trial and also 

the Exmoor. I’ve been very pleased to 
have passengered on both events in  

 
recent years and always thoroughly 
enjoyed my  day out in the open air. I 
think a special mention to the stalwarts of 
Midland Automobile Club for their efforts 
to avail themselves of the gap left by the 
Exmoor, but sadly bureaucracy and the 
weather defeated them in the end. If 
there’s any justice in this world both 
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events (and their hard working organising 
teams) will have bumper entries in 2014. 
 
So what of the events that have taken 
place? The Cotswold Clouds lived up to its 
reputation for levelling out the classes by 
producing its overall winner from class 4 
and scattering the rest of the available 
Wheelspin points over another five 
classes. Fellside’s Northern Trial had a 
pretty healthy entry of over 60 cars and 
bikes, which for an event that far north 
speaks well of its organisation, scenery 
and friendliness. This time class 8 
dominated the overall picture, but we still 
had Wheelspin points going to cars in five 
classes. 
 
All of which has the current Wheelspin 
table with Carl Talbot (returning to the 
ACTC championships after a break) a 
couple of points ahead of Mike Chatwin 
and Charles Knifton. John White, 
courtesy of his Clouds win, is in fourth 
place with Bill Bennett, Keith Sanders 
and Nicola Butcher in close attendance. 
Obviously a long way to go, but it seems 
that we may have some new names in the 
mix come December. 
 
The Crackington League is led by Julian 
Lack in his Liege, with a Gold and first 
and second in class to his credit so far. 
Mind you, Julian is only half a point in front 
of Nicola Butcher in her Beetle and with 
the same class results as the Liege In 
close attendance to those two are Bill 
Bennett, James Shallcross and quite a 
gaggle of other people as well. 
 
The Navigator’s League has a very 
familiar look to it with the name of Liz 
Bennett once more out in front. Ralph 
Talbot, a newcomer to the competition is 
in second place with Carla Smith in the 
magnificent Ford Model A only half a point 
behind. 
 
I enjoyed my bit of marshalling on the 
Exeter where I was on the Simm’s start 

line where I could have a chat with the 
various riders and drivers and remind 
them to renew their ACTC membership for 
2013. Numbers of ACTC entrants and 
Restart subscribers are down this year so 
if you know anybody who would benefit 
from joining please do your very best to 
persuade them to part with their money 
and send in the form to me. Copies are 
available on the ACTC website, or I will be 
pleased to supply one to potential 
customers. 
 
Being on the Simms start line meant that I 
wasn’t able to see some of the very 
spirited climbs that were made. I think that 
the biggest cheer of the day probably went 
to Nicola Butcher for her successful 
attempt, which wasn’t too much of a 
surprise since she went round the bottom 
corner at around Mach 1. 
 
My former driver, Stuart Harrold was also 
marshalling on Simms, up by the A 
boards. We’d asked the man i/c if radios 
would be a help on the hill and Stuart had 
taken a few along. They worked fine for 
finding out where the recovery Land Rover 
was, but the good old semaphore method 
of a man on the bottom corner with a 
bright coloured clipboard signalling if the 
hill was clear or not worked better than the 
radios! 
 
I’m hoping that I shall get my first outing of 
the year on the Torbay, and I’m looking 
forward to that immensely, so I hope that I 
shall see some of you out and about in 
Devon and in the meantime success in 
your trialling exploits. 
 
 

Chris Phillips 
Championship Secretary 
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Crackington Table 2013
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Julian Lack 5.0 C C 10.0 10.8 25.8 3
Nicola Butcher 5.0 C C 9.9 10.2 25.1 3
Bill Bennett 3.0 C C 9.5 10.3 22.8 3
James Shallcross 1.0 C C 10.4 10.2 21.6 3
Carl Talbot C C 11.0 8.8 19.8 2
Charles Knifton C C 10.0 9.8 19.8 2
Michael Chatwin 5.0 C C 3.0 10.8 18.8 3
Harry Butcher C C 8.6 10.1 18.7 2
Colin Perryman C C 8.0 10.3 18.3 2
John Bell C C 8.5 9.3 17.8 2
Nigel Jones C C 7.6 9.2 16.8 2
Michael Leete 3.0 C C 9.2 12.2 2
Duncan Stephens C C 11.0 11.0 1
John White C C 10.9 10.9 1
Adrian Marfell C C 10.6 10.6 1
Keith Sanders C C 10.6 10.6 1
David Golightly C C 10.5 10.5 1
David Miller 1.0 C C 9.3 10.3 2
Gary Browning C C 9.6 9.6 1
Nick Cleal C C 9.4 9.4 1
David Haizelden C C 9.0 9.0 1
Roger Goldthorpe C C 8.8 8.8 1
Terry Coventry C C 8.4 8.4 1
Mal Allen C C 8.0 8.0 1
Dean Partington C C R 7.8 7.8 1
Stephen Potter C C 7.5 7.5 1
Dick Bolt C C 7.0 7.0 1
Ian Davis C C 7.0 7.0 1
Andrew Rippon C C 7.0 7.0 1
Tony Young C C 6.9 6.9 1
Robert Hodgkinson C C 6.8 6.8 1
John Wilton C C 6.5 R 6.5 1
Joshua Moss C C 6.0 6.0 1
Ed Wells C C 6.0 6.0 1
Adrian Dommett 5.0 C C 5.0 1
Simon Groves C C 5.0 5.0 1
Stephen Johnson C C 4.0 4.0 1
Stuart Highwood C C 3.0 3.0 1
Dudley Sterry 3.0 C C R 3.0 1
John Ludford 1.0 C C 1.0 1
Brian Partridge 1.0 C C 0.0 1.0 1
Alan Selwood 1.0 C C 1.0 1
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Wheelspin Table 2013
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Carl Talbot C C 9 8 17 2
Michael Chatwin 5 C C 10 15 2
Charles Knifton C C 5 9 14 2
John White C C 10 10 1
Bill Bennett 3 C C 6 9 2
Keith Sanders C C 8 8 1
Nicola Butcher 5 C C 2 1 8 3
Julian Lack 5 C C 3 8 2
Duncan Stephens C C 7 7 1
Dean Partington C C 7 7 1
Adrian Marfell C C 6 6 1
Adrian Dommett 5 C C 5 1
John Bell C C 5 5 1
David Golightly C C 3 3 1
Michael Leete 3 C C 3 1
Joshua Moss 3 C C 3 1
Dudley Sterry 3 C C 3 1
James Shallcross 1 C C 2 3 2
Gary Browning C C 1 1 1
John Ludford 1 C C 1 1
David Miller 1 C C 1 1
Brian Partridge 1 C C 1 1

E
xe

te
r

E
xm

oo
r

N
or

th
er

n

C
ha

irm
an

's

To
rb

ay

La
nd

s 
E

nd

Ilk
le

y

Ta
w

 &
 T

or
rid

ge

Ta
rk

a

E
di

nb
ur

gh

E
xm

oo
r C

lo
ud

s

Ta
m

ar

H
ar

dy

N
ei

 lW
es

tc
ot

t

To
ta

l

E
ve

nt
s

Philip Sanders 10 C 7 17 2
David Craddock 10 C 10 1
Ian Myers 3 C 6 9 2
Andrew Craddock 3 C 3 1
Stephen Bailey C 0 0
Edward Griffin C 0 0
Nick Jones C 0 0
Chris Lidstone C 0 0

Alexander Lidgate 6 C 10 16 2
Simon Eddy 10 C 10 1
Peter Adams C 0 0
Geoff Westcott C 0 0

Red Rose Bowl

Pouncey League
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
3rd March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
9th March Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 
16th March Herefordshire VSCC * 
17th March Torbay Torbay MC Championship (C/M) 
29th March Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
1st April Presidents Camel Vale * 
5th April Scottish  VSCC * 
13th April Kimber MGCC * 
14th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
28th April Bovey Down Windwhistle ACTC invite 
12th May Ilkley Ilkley MC Championship (C/M) 
6th June  ACTC Dinner    
14th September Yorkshiire VSCC * 
22nd September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
5th October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
5th October Welsh VSCC * 
13th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
19th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC invite 
20th October Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
27th October Tamar L&NC Championship (C/M) 
2nd November Lakeland VSCC * 
3rd November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
17th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
24th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
24th November Neil Westcott Exmoor Championship (M) 
1st December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 


