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As you will read later Dennis Greenslade has decided to finally put Section Ends to bed. 
He has been writing this column since 2002, so I guess 10 years is a very good innings. 
I have been extremely grateful for Dennis’ contributions (always on time and I never 
needed to prompt him, indeed most times he was early) and a view into the trial’s world 
of the recent past. I have often thought that his contributions could be made into a mini 
book……. I had hoped that he could go on for a few more years, but he is now very 
busy with the Cape to Cape, which gets more popular each year. So thank you very 
much Dennis. I will miss your contributions. 
 
Jonathan and I have some ideas about replacing Section Ends—but more of that in the 
next edition of Restart. 
 
For the first time in 14 years (yes that’s how long I have been editor) we had all three 
authors ‘let us down’. On the Cotswold Clouds two prospective scribes were non starters 
and the third had to retire after one section. I emailed a few stalwarts after the event and 
luckily Richard Houlgate stepped into the breach. It is much more difficult to write after 
the event without notes on the day. So thank you Richard.  
 
The MAC are also grateful to Richard for promoting the Clee Hills Trial to the VSCC, 
which resulted in a very good turnout—12-13 class 2 entries I think. Although we don’t 
promote classic trials to the general public, when they do turn up I am sure that they like 
the older cars. From my point of view I really appreciate the Clee Hills photos on the 
web—some of the photographers hadn’t been to a classic trial before. The mix of 1920s 
cars through to Nigel Jones’ MGF is exciting and hopefully bodes well for the future of 
our sport. Check them out. 
 
If all the cars that enter ACTC events over a year turned out a one event it would be 
amazing—for example the Clee with a full class 2 and lots of class 3 Escorts! Think 
about it……... 
 
As ever if you have photos, or would like to write please get in touch with us. We do get 
in touch with you for articles but it would be good to get some unsolicited copy! 
 
As Stuart mentions entries are up this year, which is good. Let’s hope the trend 
continues! 
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Last October I was spreading doom and 
despondency by worrying about the 
numbers of competitors who were 
entering out events, and the effect that 
this might have on the financial viability of 
our sport. It would seem that 2012 is a 
turn around year for us if not for Dave our 
country’s esteemed leader. The Clee Hills 
returned to its full 80 competitors, the 
Cotswold Clouds was tuning entries away, 
the Northern was full and the Lands End, 
although it did not take the maximum 420; 
380 was pretty close, and up by some 20 
on the previous year. I don’t say that 
thinks are back to normal, as I know that 
many people are watching their budgets 
but clearly people are making sensible 
choices with their money and spending it 
on entry fees. 
 
The FIFTH GEAR crew are back. You will 
read this in the up and coming issue of 
Triple (if you are an MCC member) but 
here’s a bit of a preview. Fifth Gear, 
presenters yet to be decided, have 
entered Phillip Tucker’s well-prepared 
(Exeter Gold) Triumph TR3 in the Lands 
End. Apparently the programme makers 
have a general rule that they don’t do the 
same thing more than once but the 
production crew enjoy themselves so 
much filming our trials that they are 
prepared to come back for a fourth time. 
 
I was reading some of the documents that 
Andrew Brown has posted on his 
Wheelspin website, and an item on the 
1950 Fedden Trial, originally published in 
Motorsport magazine caught my eye as it 
is as true today as it was sixty years ago. 
“Grouped hills on private land have their 
merits, among them the important ones on 

not inconveniencing the public, and of 
being economical of petrol and time. But 
we prefer “real” trials hills, lanes bearing a 
semblance of “going somewhere” and with 
twists and turns and changes of gradient 
and surface to keep drivers ever guessing 
until, if they are successful, the “Non-stop 
Ends” notice is passed. We hope that 
such routes will not be neglected in favour 
of the perhaps easier to find freak 
acclivities. The author then goes on to say 
“It should be obvious to organisers, but 
apparently isn’t, that more fun and value-
for-entry-fee will be had by a driver if he 
gets a reasonable distance up a section 
before failing, particularly if he does not 
know what is in store round the next 
corner, than if he is faced with a straight 
gradient lined with closely spaced “score-
points” and very little chance of 
persuading his car past the first of them. 
Plus ça change…. 
 
As part of my campaign to drag the MCC 
kicking and screaming into the 21st 
century I have been involved in the 
development of their online entries 
system. As part of keeping control on the 
proceeding I volunteered to take the 
entries of those few folk who wished to 
retain the tradition of paper and cheques. 
Alas, when the bank put more obstacles in 
the way of our getting up and running than 
we had time to resolve I found myself 
taking on the entire entry. The MCC entry 
form is four pages long, and if you think 
it’s quite difficult to fill in, its even more 
difficult to process. I reckoned it was 
taking me about 15 minutes to process an 
entry. This may not seem very much, and 
on a one day even, with fifty to seventy 
entries, it probably isn’t. But with the 
nearly four hundred entries on the Lands 
End, that equates to 100 hours of work. 
 
This means that I have neglected my 
other duties somewhat, especially the 
organisation of the Dinner and Awards 
Presentation. I have not provided Tina 
Allaway with information and assistance 
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F irst bit of news is that there has 
been a date change in 
September when the Taw & 
Torridge Trial has swapped dates 

with the ACTC AGM. This has been done 
with the hope that the later date in 
September will attract more entries for the 
trial. So the new dates are, ACTC AGM, 
Sunday 9th September, The Taw & 
Torridge Trial, Sunday 23rd September. 
We apologise to those people who will 

that she requested, and I would like to 
publicly apologise to her for being 
extremely short and unhelpful. She has, 
understandably, been very vexed by this 
and has requested that someone else 
take over the running of this event, which 
she has after all been doing for some 
time. I am therefore looking for a volunteer 
to take on this, with the promise that I will 
treat them better. 
 
The ACTC technical panel 
has been discussing the 
eligibility of engines for cars 
running in class 5b. These 
are cars made from pre-war 
parts, a class that was 
created to give VSCC 
specials a place to go. 
There has not been a great 
take up of this class, not 
that I expected floods of 
cars, but it is now being 
considered that just as class 
2 extends its eligibility to 
cars built post-war of an 
inherently pre-war design, 
then so too should class 5b 
cars be allowed to use post-
war engines derived from 
the same vehicle group. 
These are proposals only at 
this point, and will be 
discussed by the ACTC 
Council when it meets in 
May. 
 

FINALLY: The MCC have been 
discussing the preparation of a publicity 
leaflet, and asked for designs to be 
submitted by any interested party. The 
photograph and caption on this one 
caught my eye so much that I had to 
share it with you. I know the car and driver 
go back a long way, but I hadn’t realised 
quite how far…… 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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miss either the trial or AGM because of 
the change of date.  
 
Now here is something for you to sign that 
may save you some hard earned money if 
you have a vehicle that is more than 30 
years old. There is a Government web-site 
e-petition to restore a rolling 30-year old 
exemption to VED for classic cars and 
bikes. 
 
Reintroduce a 30-year rolling vehicle 
excise duty exemption scheme for classic 
vehicles. For too long now the tax 
exemption of classic vehicles has been 
frozen, to only apply to those 
manufactured before 1973. History did not 
stop in 1972. These are not vehicles that 
are driven every day but rather on sunny 
weekends to attend enthusiast shows and 
such or on dark winter nights to climb hills 
on a classic trial. It is vitally important that 
we help to preserve this important part of 
British motoring history. If you wish to sign 
the petition log-on to:- http://epetitions.
direct.gov.uk/petitions/183 
 
Six of us from Ross-on-Wye headed for 
Priors Holt 4 on the Clee Hills Trial to 
marshal this new short section in the 
forest. The hill had be laid out with three 
separate start lines for red, yellow and all 
others. The start was on wet mud and 
stone, after the ‘red’ start there was a 
short steep climb the levelled out onto 
mud tracks with a deviation to the left. The 
hill actually stopped very few cars but now 
it has been used an understood a bit of 
‘tweaking’ next year will make it quite 
competitive. The weather was good to us 
with no rain but we endured a very strong 
gale all day, luckily we were partly 
sheltered from the wind by the trees.  
 
Our hill was almost at the end of the trial 
and there were many hold ups earlier so 
we got cars arriving in dribs and drabs. 
We eventually closed the hill after being 
‘open’ for over four hours. MAC please 
bring back the two loop system which 

gives the marshals a break between the 
two batches of cars. We stopped by the 
Craven Arms finish on the way home for a 
pint; there were few competitors around, 
most having headed home.  
 
 As usual a band of marshals from Ross-
on-Wye were out marshalling on the 
Cotswold Clouds Trial and Nailsworth 
Ladder was “our” hill. Approaching from 
the town centre we came across a road 
closed notice and could see the reason 
why, three car wrecks that had skidded on 
the ice the previous night. We made our 
way to the start where we discovered the 
‘Ladder’ was frozen and covered with a 
very thin coating of snow. C of C Ian Moss 
arrived and said, “change of plan, one low 
restart for 7s and 8s only and no tyre 
pressures”. 
 
We drove to the top of the hill, parked up; 
donned cold weather kit then walked down 
to the restart area, made camp and 
spread out on the hill. I was given the 
honour of operating the restart flag. The 
restart was well down below the step, 
about where the restart is for the ‘other 
mortals’. There was a good turn out of 
spectators behind the plastic net fencing.  
 
Our first customer arrived somewhat late, 
a class 8 and he made it off the restart 
and climbed the hill but it was hard work 
on the very slippery surface. It was some 
time before any car lower than class six 
actually made it to our area; they were 
failing very low down the hill out of our 
sight. The sun had come out and with no 
wind the effect was amazing, the snow 
and ice melted and we soon had a little 
river of water running down the hill. This 
then made it possible for most cars to get 
to the restart and the step but it was still 
very slippery especially just above the 
step.  
 
A nameless Troll driver overshot the 
Restart line and when I told him he had 
failed the restart he claimed he thought it 
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THOR HAMMER 
www.thorhammer.com 

 

FULL RANGE OF SOFT FACED HAMMERS 
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Also Spark Resistant Tools – www.safetytools.co.uk  

was a box restart, moral, read the route 
instructions. There were some very drama 
free climbs and some that looked and 
sounded very hard work. My climb of the 
day was Emma Wall in the Dellow, she 
just crept up to the restart, stopped, gently 
pulled away and cruised up the hill, no 
noise, no fuss. Due to earlier hold ups we 
had a few long gaps without cars but the 
sun was warm and the chat with all the 
‘experts’ gathered was very good. We 
eventually closed about an hour behind 
schedule and headed for the pub for well-
earned refreshment. Another great day 
out trialing, thank you Stroud MC for 
inviting us. 
 
Organisation of the Kyrle Trial is 
proceeding well but as usual we have 
logging operations and the dreaded 
Goshawks that might deny us some hills. 
We are already talking to the rain gods so 
hope we do not have last years dust. With 

the paperwork there is always something 
new that catches you out. The route of the 
Kyrle just crosses into Wales, well actually 
Monmouthshire, for 1.68 miles. So now as 
well as paying the £2.75 per car for 
authorisation of the 55 mile route in 
England we additionally have to pay £1.00 
per car for our 1.68 miles in Wales. This is 
despite the fact that the road we use in 
Wales is a trunk road maintained by the 
ministry of transport and nothing to do with 
the Welsh government. So much for 
devolution, but it will have to add £1.00 to 
our entry fee. The MSA tells me there is 
no discussion on this. I do hope all those 
who enter the Kyrle will enjoy their very 
expensive trip into Wales.  
 
Do not forget to put Sunday May 20th in 
your new diary, it’s the ACTC Council 
Meeting 

Stuart Harrold. 
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The 2011 Camel Classic  
by a novice             (Alan Black) 
 

I  know classic reliability trials are to be 
enjoyed, but as a novice with only a 
handful of trials under my belt and 
several embarrassing moments stuck 

at ninety degrees across sections with 
markers jammed under the mudguard I 
have yet to approach a forthcoming event 
with happy anticipation. 
 
So my state of mind was not improved 
when as I lay in bed on Sunday morning I 
could hear a noise that although expected 
lowered my spirits even more, pouring rain 
beating on the window. It had rained in our 
area of North Devon every day for the 
preceding fortnight making footpaths and 
fields waterlogged and treacherous to 
even walk on so the thought of negotiating 
a trial section in this condition – well you 
get the picture! 
 
There was though one very positive thing, 
although some might disagree, I had 
persuaded my wife to passenger the 
“Purple Thing” on only her second trial. 
The positive part is that she specialises in 
good fortune, I am sure if she fell in 
something nasty on the footpath there 
would be a five pound note stuck to it, 
and, to prove the point as we both 
staggered out to the car at five am it 
stopped raining!   
 
The journey from home to the parking 
location was uneventful, apart from my 
alternating glances at the clock and trailer 
to ensure we were on time and that 
nothing had been left behind in the road. 
 
Our arrival at the correct car park to 
unload was confirmed by the bobbing 
head torches of another competitor and 
after unloading “Purple” followed by my 
checking all was present for the hundredth 
time we set off for the start venue with 
Sue tucked up in the passenger seat. Well 
“tucked up” was probably an 

understatement as all that was visible was 
a pair of eyes peering out of a huge 
bundle of clothes, did I mention that the 
reason this was only her second trial was 
because she suffers from the cold? 
Perhaps I didn’t. 
 
Needless to say by the time we had filled 
up with petrol and arrived at Roche Victory 
Hall she was using her term for any 
temperature below twenty degree “frozen” 
and the sight of everyone lurking outside 
locked doors did not help. The poor 
signing in ladies were sheltering in a lean 
to hut but after a while all was well with 
the arrival of the key holder to open up, 
good job as I was in need of the loo, event 
nerves I call it but it could be my age! 
 
Scrutineering negotiated and time for a 
stroll around a very good class 8 turn out 
with Bryn Corfield, Charles Shopland, 
Simon Woodall and of course Dudley 
Sperry: faces recognised from a previous 
event. Dan Keat in his very well sorted 
UVA then arrived and as our class was 
first away it was time to present ourselves 
at the start. 
 
The event, apart from getting to the first 
section and a short interconnecting road 
part, was all in one venue so Sue who 
declared she was not quite so “frozen” 
directed us to the first two adjacent 
sections, Grogerly Moor and Vinegar Hill. 
My nerves were not helped by the sight of 
an earlier car rolling back down the 
section with front left suspension 
damaged and a rear wheel badly bent but 
as I thought it would be bad form to retire 
there and then I set off to attempt both 
sections.  
 
Scores of 9 and 8 dampened the spirits 
even more and showed my inexperience 
and lack of momentum from the start, 
even though Dan Keat who preceded us 
showed me how it should have been done 
with loads of revs and traction off the line 
to score 4 and 0. 
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Tyres were then inflated for a short road 
drive to re enter the woods for section 
three, Lester’s Legacy, which heavens 
above we cleared to much congratulations 
from the wife. I controlled my pleasure by 
noting that everyone else in class 8 did as 
well! 
 
Old Bishops 1 followed and I paid close 
attention to the other class 8 runners to 
pick up some tips as one after another 
they cleaned the section, full of ideas I set 
off only to fail the restart and reverse out 
of the section to rethink my approach. 
Section 5 was New Bishops which 
included another failed restart for us but 
also proved tricky for most people with a 
very muddy kink and a sharp steep finish. 
Everyone gave it full power and although 
there were several low scores only two 
class 8 cars went clear, Simon Groves 
and Kelly Thomas in their Trolls. 
 
The Actress followed which featured two 
restart boxes, the second for us in class 8. 
As I waited my turn poor Mike Chatwin 
emerged from the section with his Wasp’s 
clutch on the way out and not wishing to 
be stranded he reluctantly had to retire. It 
turned out to be a tricky section for us and 
we came away with a disappointing 7. 
 
The next section was Corner Clump and 
on the way there I threw in my 
embarrassing moment by misreading a 
direction arrow and diving down a steep 
muddy track to a previous stage! 
 
After much reversing plus toing and 
frowing across the track watched from 
close range by a group of marshals and 
spectators we managed to climb back out, 
I could guess what they were thinking and 
it was not encouraging. 
 
Corner Clump, found at last, proved 
difficult with a class 8 deviation, a slippery 
kink between trees and a restart. We slide 
sideways and lost traction and scored 8 as 
did several others including Simon 
Groves, Simon Woodall and Bill Appleton. 

Section 8, Old Bishops 2, had a nasty rock 
to negotiate but proved kind with all class 
8 going clear and against my better 
judgement lifting the spirits before tackling 
the Hustyn pair of sections. 
 
There was a wait before we all tackled 
Hustyn Gate and it was very pleasant to 
sit in such a picturesque setting with the 
sun breaking through and only Sue 
complaining of another wait to cloud my 
thoughts. She had threatened to bring her 
“Suduko” for delays like this but this would 
have indicated a lack of dedication so I 
managed to persuade her to leave it at 
home. 
 
When action commenced we managed to 
clear both sections, although the second 
Hustyn caused some excitement as the 
finish was very steep and ended across a 
firebreak track with an enthusiastic crowd 
providing encouragement to give it 
everything. This was taken literally by 
Simon Groves in his Troll who made us all 
look wimps as he blasted over the crest 
with all four wheels off the ground before 
just stopping just in time, his lady 
passenger’s exit from the car looking 
painful! 
 
It was now time for the lunch break after 
which we all moved on to Chestnut Rise 
where there was a wait for the hard-
pressed marshals to arrive from a 
previous stage. This allowed the 
knowledgeable to inspect the section, 
which was steep and muddy with two 
areas levelled with soft earth, a kink half 
way up and a gully to catch the unwary. I 
inspected the surface like a regular noting 
the comments and nodding at the 
appropriate moments but it did not help as 
we stopped at 8. Four in class 8 cleared it 
with Kelly Thomas receiving appreciative 
applause for the car control that would 
eventually give her first place overall. 
 
Mine Shaft followed which was steep with 
many tree roots and although we faltered 
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and lost momentum on the way we 
cleared it along with the rest of the class, 
things could be looking up! 
 
Jab and Left Hook gave us another clear 
with the shale and stone surface better 
suited to “Purple’s” power delivery before 
Pump House Climb which was a flat out 
blind on a slightly muddy surface with 
several good ruts on the way. By the 
sound from preceding competitors cars full 
revs were the order of the day so with 
encouragement from Sue and with my 
ears closed I followed suit to score a 5 
which with only Adrian Marfell and Dan 
Keats making clears in the class was not 
too bad for us. 
 
The last two stages were Pheasant 
Plucker and Pheasant Pluckers’ Son 
which being less muddy and firmer were 
more suited to us although the Son had a 
nasty sharp turn at the end. Nevertheless 
we cleared both along with all but one in 
class 8 and finished the event on a 
positive note. 

 
Back at the Dunmere Arms trailer parking 
we loaded “Purple” and having changed 
and brushed off our shoes went inside to 
sign off, have a drink and reflect on the 
day. Sue was positive as usual and even 
though our total score was embarrassingly 
high I had been surprised with some of the 
clears we achieved when compared with 
my efforts on previous events. For this I 
must in part thank Andrew Rippon who 
gave us some tyre advice on a previous 
trial and following a suitable purchase and 
juggling with pressures it made a 
noticeable difference on muddy going. 
 
It was also our first ‘single venue’ event 
and the reduction in tyre pressure 
adjustments and early finish were very 
welcome as was the good organisation 
provided by the Camel Vale Motor Club. 
So now it’s time for more adjustments to 
“Purple” in readiness for my next 
embarrassing moment 

The 2012 Exeter Trial  
by Dave Craddock 

 

P reparation for the Exeter Trial 
includes: oil change, new rear 
tyre, heated handle bar grips, 
chain adjusted, tools and spares 

secured to the rack, numbers fitted and 
the route placed inside my plastic box and 
fitted to the handlebars. 
 
I set off from Wadebridge at 17.45 to meet 
my brother Andrew in Camelford, then on 
to Plusha for our start.  Our bikes were 
scrutineered, we signed on and chatted to 
fellow competitors. By this time the 
weather had turned to thick misty rain.  All 
dressed for a wet ride to Haynes Museum. 
We eventually set off on our due time of 
19.54 aiming to arrive at Haynes Museum 
for 23.24, with which we made quite 
comfortably, only stopping for fuel once.  

 
On entering Haynes Museum following the 
sign for scrutineering and to hand our 
cards into control. The control point was 
situated in a huge restaurant area where 
we enjoyed a hearty “fry-up” to help us on 
our way! 
 
The main trial started and we had a 54 
mile road section from Haynes Museum to 
Musbury Garage checkpoint, we stopped 
to re-fuel and to check tyre pressure, 
12psi in the front and rear ready for the 1 
section.  This was a new section called 
“Marilyn”, we had to use this section 
because “Normans Hump” had to be 
cancelled due to “excessive forestry 
work”. A tough hill, through a restart box 
and straight up a very steep rough track. 
There were about a dozen bikes waiting at 
the bottom to attempt the section. Restarts 
for class B, just after the start watching 
some bikes struggling to get away and 
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others having other problems it was our 
turn to go. I got going and managed to 
pick a track to the top for a much relieved 
clean, as did my brother Andrew. 
 
Then we headed deeper into “Bovey 
Woods” for section 2 “Clinton” which was 
easy compared to the first section, we 
headed back out of the woods following 
our route book to section 3, “Waterloo”, 
which was another tough hill, with quite a 
lot of mud, stone and tight corners to 
manoeuvre around. We got to the top with 
2 more cleans. 
   
We then headed towards Honiton for our 
next couple of sections and our first 
special test; this was at “Core Hill”. This 
was timed from a standing start, up a 
slight hill to stop astride “Line B” and onto 
stop astride “Line C” aiming to do it in as 
quick a time as possible. We then headed 
for Section 6 “Bulverton Steep”, an uphill 
section through woods with a restart for 
some classes of motorcycles. We both 
cleared this section. 
 
Now off to the breakfast stop at Exeter 
Services for an hour schedule break, a 
nice cup of hot chocolate and a bowl of 
porridge set us up for the morning ahead.  
 
We left the services at our due time of 
06.54, heading on to Section 7 “Tillerton”. 
When we arrived at the start there was 
quite a queue of bikes and combinations 
which seemed to be having difficulty 
getting up the section. With the camera 
crew there a lot could go wrong.  Andrew 
went first, I heard him negotiating the 
section which went on forever.  Now it was 
my turn to start, with a flash of the camera 
I started my way up the slated stepped hill 
which was severely rougher than other 
years. I fought my way to the top with 
another clean… Phew Phew!! 
 
Now a gentle ride through Cheriton Bishop 
to our next section “Fingle”, a very old hill 
winding its way from the river through a 

series of hairpin bends to the top, which 
seemed to go on for ages.  
 
Section 9 “Wooston Steep”, like its name 
was a steep climb up through a wooded 
lane with a restart for class B.  Deviation 
for other classes which lead us to the 
second special test “Clifford”. 
 
On now to Ilsington Control at the Parish 
Hall for a well-deserved 30 minute break, 
here there were pasties, cakes and 
coffees on sale which were tremendous. 
This gave us time to think about the 
dreaded hills of “Simms” which we knew 
were still to come. 
 
With a lot of spectators walking from the 
Parish Hall down the hill, making their way 
to the section, we knew it would soon be 
our turn. A restart on the first corner and 
then a blast straight up over the very 
slippery slab and having to stop at the top 
by the marshal. 
 
Across the lane to “Tipley” section 11.  
This section is usually a very wet section 
but was dryish, a few deep ruts and gullies 
either side, finished that one with another 
two cleans. We now r4ealised we only had 
to concur one more section to get our 
“Gold Awards”. 
 
Section 12 “Slippery Sam”, no restart for  
myself but one for Andrew, he went first 
and seemed to be at the top in no time at 
all, I was called to the start and headed up 
the winding steep hill, eventually going 
past the section ends.  
 
We then headed to the Trecarne Hotel to 
sign off and hopefully a “Gold Medal” for 
us both. 
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The 2012 Exeter Trial 
by Gill Ollis 

 

T he preceding week had been wild 
and stormy in the West Country. 
The roads were flooded, trees 
down, high winds day and night. 

Friday 6th January dawned colder, 
brighter and altogether quieter. 
 
Colin Bentham, myself and our Exeter and 
indeed MCC virgin Richard Gray set out 
from Stone Easton at around 18.30, 
bound for the Cirencester start. 
 
Our start time of 08.40ish came and we all 
set off back to Somerset. Colin (on his 
500cc Aerial Triumph) was first to break 
down, he just petered out to a  stop. It was 
the ignition system. He quickly got it going 
only to break down again five or so miles 
from Stone Easton. After a half an hour's 
fettling session (and twisting his knee 
trying to kick it over) he realized he 
needed more tools, so his wife Pip picked 
him up in the van. 
 
We enjoyed Pip's Leek and Potato soup 
while Colin changed the coil and we were 
away to the Haynes Museum. We had an 
hour to wait in a vast new hall, a bit like a 
refugee clearing station, bodies 
everywhere. We had a chat to a few old 
friends Keith Johnston and his team, also 
John Young and a few others. 
 
My start time of 01.18 came at last and we 
started the trial properly. It was a long wet 
two and a half hour ride to get to our first 
section. A substitute for NORMAN'S 
HUMP, which had been wrecked with 
logging, was MARILYN. 
 
We queued patiently in the mud and 
drizzle at a blind start, a sharp right up to 
the restart. The previous rider got off of 
the restart only to throw his bike into the 
undergrowth! There was a delay while 
they hauled him out. Richard didn't get 
away from the restart and had to come 

down again. I managed to get out of the 
box with much clambering in the leg 
department Colin got away with a dab. 
 
`Marilyn' turned out to be muddy, rutty and 
nutty (like her Hollywood namesake). 
Come back `Norman', all is forgiven! 
 
Unsettling start or what! Soon to 
CLINTON, a similar muddy, rutty, steep 
hill and I did a beautiful restart only meant 
for class 8! Colin managed to snap a 
footrest off when he went to stand up and 
footed as a result. I think Richard ran 
aground into the bank. Marilyn was a 
naughty girl, starting us off like that! 
 
In twenty minutes we were at 
WATERLOO, still raining but now with 
patches of mist, by way of a change. Colin 
started with great gusto and a certain style 
only to veer off course into the bank, a 
bramble caught on the clutch and the bike 
spun round and spewed him off. He leapt 
to his feet hopping round on one leg. It 
hadn't helped his bad knee one little bit! 
 
Next came a long rocky section, not too 
taxing, but rather a long wait to start, but 
not sure why. Another forty minutes and 
we were at RILL PATH. I met  Hume at 
the start and we had a chat. (I marshalled 
at Rill Path last year after a dislocated 
shoulder). This was a nice rideable 
section and we all flew up it. 
 
A clean up the short STRETES section 
(5). 
 
CORE HILL Special Test was very 
straightforward. We tried to attract the 
attention of Pete Isaacs, from our Vintage 
Club, but he was far too busy enjoying 
himself and we had to go - Over to Exeter 
Services quarter of an hour too early at 
06.30. By the time we left, it had stopped 
raining and was getting light. Hoorah! 
Lashings of ginger beer all round! 
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Things started to look up after that as they 
always do with the dawn? Wrong again, 
the next section (7) was TILLERTON 
STEEP. We were held on the hill down to 
the 'T' junction as there were a few of us 
and called in groups to the right over a 
ford and up to the start of the section on 
the left. I asked Colin if he could 
remember what it was like. "Snotty" he 
said. "Rutty and Muddy" I said. "Just 
Snotty" he said and he was right! - Mud, 
slime, slabs, people, no restart and no 
Richard to follow. Colin cleared I think and 
I dabbed, but we got up. 
 
Not long before we were merrily twirling 
our way up FINGLE, a little bit more 
mangled and washed out than usual, but 
still a very enjoyable long and winding 
section. 
 
Section (9) was WOOSTON STEEP, 
reasonable re-start got away and then 
straight up and a clear I think. 
 
Shortly after came another special test, 
CLIFFORD. Another fifteen miles or so 
and we were at Ilsington Village Hall for 
scrummy cheese and onion pasties and 
hot chocolate. Richard had caught us up 
and he was covered in mud. A little tumble 
on Tillerton methinks! 
 
We held on for Richard and rode down to 
the start of SIMM'S HILL, the spectator 
venue of choice for the day. 
 
I have always cleaned Simms, 
(surprisingly for me) but today strangely, I 
found myself lying by the bank with my left 
arm trapped under the bike. With much 
help from the marshals who pointed me 
back up the hill, I managed to snake and 
jump my way up the remaining few yards 
of the section. Simms looked very different 
today - washed out holes and lots of loose 
stuff! Colin cleaned and Richard went 
down. 
 

 
 
Shortly to Section (11) TIPLEY HILL. I've 
never had much luck on Tipley. I started 
off well enough, using as much power as I 
dared. It was extremely slimey, slabby and 
loose. True to the saying "he who 
hesitates is lost", I found myself lying at 
the feet of the gathered marshals who, by 
the look of them, had spent the whole day 
hauling bikes upright! I carried on up and 
baulked Richard who had been sent up 
too early. Picked up Peter and Nicky's 
Route Box on the way and eventually 
reached the top. My thanks to the 
marshals on this section, as I think my 
parting words were "can you give me a 
push?! 
 
A long eighteen miles to the last section of 
the day - Section (12) SLIPPERY SAM. 
Mild and sunny and no one waiting, so 
Richard went on up. Colin was hopping up 
and down again with cramp in his leg, so I 
went next. Up a rocky track round to the 
left for the restart, pulled away well not 
footing too far and up round the 'S' bend 
and away. Great section, I knew that Paul 
Weston and his mate Mike Wills were 
marshalling on this section, but can't say 
that I saw them. 
 
This was an excellent trial and the most 
challenging of the Exeters' that I've done 
over the last ten years. 
 
Richard enjoyed his first MCC trial on his 
350cc Marini and seemed completely 
unphased by the harder sections, just a 
little red around the gills! 
 
We were all happy at the end to sign off 
and receive our finisher's certificates. No 
medals between us, I BLAME MARILYN!! 
 
Our thanks to all the organisers, marshals, 
timekeepers and all helpers. 
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The 2012 Exeter Trial 
by Mark Tooth 

 

T he difficulty in writing reports on 
Classic Trials is f inding 
something to write about other 
than describing the sections and 

who did what and where. Events these 
days are usually well run and incident 
free, so there is little else to say.  
Well…………the 2012 Exeter was 
certainly well run, but as most people 
reading Restart will already know, it was 
not without drama. 
 
To start from the beginning (well Haynes 
actually), despite the disruption caused 
by the building work, the arrangements 
were better than normal.  The catering 
facilities, with far more seating, coped 
much better than usual, while the extra 
scrutineering bays sped up progress, 
although the checks were limited – most 
of the time seemed to be devoted to 
selling oil spill kits! 
 
Another success on my part was actually 
getting one hour’s sleep in the car; not 
something I can normally manage, which 
paid dividends as the event and following 
socialising progressed! 
 
The new first section, Marilyn, was a last 
minute replacement for Norman’s Hump 
which had been ruined during the 
extensive logging activities.  The key to 
success here lay in the first 20 yards.  
Whilst we were in the short queue most 
cars were not getting very far, which at 
least meant that following a short 
reverse, the section was clear for the 
next attempt.  We managed to coax the 
Beetle through the rough bit and the rest 
of the climb proved straightforward, 
although the results showed that Marilyn 
wreaked havoc, with probably only one 
quarter of the entry clearing.  Not sure 
what happened to the much talked about 
wiggle in the middle (hence the name) 
though?   

A short drive through the decimated 
woodland took us to Clinton, ably 
manned by my Bristol Motor Club 
colleagues. This proved OK without a 
restart, so it was on to Walterloo. On 
approaching the sharp right hander to 
turn into the lane there seemed to be a 
bit of congestion. Initially we thought 
someone was having difficultly with the 
tight corner, but it actually turned out to 
be the end of the queue for the hill, with 
still a quarter of a mile to go. More 
worryingly, there was no noise at all from 
the hill. After about twenty minutes we 
heard what sounded like two attempts, 
followed by yet more silence. 
 
It wasn’t long before a rather stressed 
chief official appeared to inform us that 
the hill had been cancelled.  With more 
cars failing than were getting up, and 
failing towards the top, recovery was 
difficult and time consuming.  The cars in 
the lane were to use the escape road.  
Those of us not having got that far were 
to turned around and go out the way we 
came in, therefore reversing the order for 
about 30 cars. To add to the problem, 
Jonathan Toulmin was changing a tyre 
on the X90, blocking the lane for the cars 
ahead of him. 
 
As ever when you cancel a section, there 
will be a queue at the next one.  However 
the marshals at Rill Path were very 
efficient and fired the cars through to 
clear the back log. The rest of the 
morning, with straightforward but fun 
sections, passed without event and we 
arrived at Exeter almost on time, 
although some of those promoted up the 
order by the Waterloo incident had time 
to kill. 
 
As ever with the Exeter, the real test 
comes after the service halt. Tillerton 
seemed easier than it has been in the 
past, with most cars, even those 
restarting, making it to the top. 
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Fingle was as enjoyable as ever. Whilst 
we waited for our turn, the queue had to 
reverse to allow Darren Ruby in his 
Nissan Micra to return to the foot of the hill 
having not progressed far from the start 
line. One thing that struck Rob and I, was 
that some of the less experienced 
competitors were attempting the hills with 
what looked like fully inflated tyres, 
something which probably played a major 
part in this incident. We did notice that 
Darren seemed to have learned from the 
mistake and reduced the pressures later 
in the day for Simms! 
 
After climbing Fingle and enjoying the 
spectacular view from the top, we 
circumnavigated the woodland to enter 
from the other side and headed towards 
Wooston Steep. Here classes 7 and 8 
have the very steep bit while everyone 
else’s is just steep! For class 6 this meant 
doing the restart to spice it up a bit. We 
stopped as low as we could to get as 
much momentum as possible to get us 
over the tree roots, which seemed to work 
OK, but the results show a fair number of 
casualties here. 
 
Next to Simms and the usual anxious half 
hour wait in Islington village hall, which 
was enlivened by an almighty crash when 
the lady collecting cups and plates clearly 
exceed the safe working load of the 
handles of the plastic tray she was using!! 
 
Whilst in the queue for the hill, spectators 
were telling us that not much was getting 
to the top.  During the wait, there were 
good climbs from Dean Vowden (VW 
Notchback), Eric Wall (Dellow) and 
immediately in front of us David Symons 
(Reliant SS1) – all received a round of 
applause and cheer from the huge crowd.  
Our cheer was not quite so loud (!), as like 
most others, we came to a halt on the rock 
slab, despite carrying as much speed as 
we could around the bottom corner. 
 
 

There was a short wait for Tipley, with the 
marshals having to maintain an exit route 
for failures. Without a restart we elected to 
trickle over the worst of the rocks and 
maintain a steady pace. However, judging 
by the fact that the rocks above the restart 
were completely back with rubber, those 
stopping, and perhaps some of those not, 
didn’t find so much grip.   
 
We used the same method on the last 
section, Slippery Sam, picking our way 
around the more severe rocks. I was 
surprised to learn from a subsequent 
conversation with Brian Osborn, who was 
marshalling, that this technique is far from 
universal – the majority employing a far 
more spectacular approach! 
 
We arrived at the Trecarn Hotel to sign off 
with only a failure of Simms to blot the 
copy book. However, on entering the 
hotel, the air was full of stories that Simms 
had been cancelled because, shortly after 
our attempt, a car had rolled and the air 
ambulance was called to take one or both 
of the occupants to hospital. 
 
The truth of the story was that Alan 
Spencer and John Dando in their Parsons 
Special had lost control whilst reversing 
back down and the vehicle had flipped.  
All emergency services were quickly on 
the scene and John was taken to hospital 
by helicopter with a number of injuries, 
but, at the time of writing, is at home and 
recovering well. With a professional 
photographer capturing the incident, it was 
not long before the story found its way into 
the national press, with the Daily Mail 
managing to get most of the facts wrong in 
an article entitled ‘Spectators watch in 
horror as classic race car flips over on a 
wet and muddy track leaving its driver 
trapped’ - still, they do say that the is no 
such thing as bad publicity! 
 
With all this disruption, the Clerk of the 
Course Tim Whellock had no choice but to 
cancel Simms from the results. The 
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subsequent two hills were not counted for 
those who missed them due the 
circumstances, meaning for some of the 
entrants, four hills were negated. 
  
The following club supper was the usual 
very sociable affair where we joined a 
table of Bristol and Bristol Pegasus 
members for the evening, although, as a 
former BMC member, we did allow Bill 
and Liz Bennett to join us on the promise 
that Bill behaved himself!! The meal itself 
has certainly improved over recent years, 
as you would expect given the increase in 
price, but the option of scampi when the 
only accompaniments were potatoes and 
veg seemed a little bizarre. Given the 
hotel is serving 400 people, it’s a very 
good effort and the serving staff certainly 
seemed a lot happier than the ones they 
used to employ! 

 
The awards for last year were presented, 
along with a well deserved life time 
achievement award for Gerry Woolcott, 
while Clerk of the Course summarised the 
incident on Simms and thanked everyone 
for their cooperation in what has been a 
long and difficult event.  After the 
formalities, most returned to the bar for 
more drinking and story telling. 
 
As ever, many thanks to the organisers, 
officials and marshals for making it all 
possible. Alan has also asked, on behalf 
of John and himself, to pass on their 
thanks and appreciation to all the 
marshals, spectators, emergency service 
personnel and fellow competitors who 
helped out at Simms. 
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2012 Exeter 
Trial authors on 
Simms  
 
by Dave Cook 
 
 
 
 
 

Gill Ollis,  
Yamaha Serrow 

 
 
 
Mark Tooth & Rob 
Gilmour,  
VW Beetle 

 
 
 
 
 

Dave Craddock, 
Triumph Metisse 
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The 2012 Exeter Trial – a view 
from class 0 

by Hilary Farbowski 
 

T he hills were bumpy, the bumps 
were lumpy, the lumps were rocky 
and everywhere was mud.  
 

Replacing a snapped starter cable was 
fairly straightforward; changing an axle a 
few hours before the event was due to 
start would be a bit more challenging. The 
snapped starter cable had happened 
during a test run out to lunch earlier in the 
week. The axle issue stemmed from last 
year: Andrew had fitted a (longer-legged) 
4.7 ratio axle to the car, in preparation for 
our Liege-Brescia-Liege rally last summer 
(we’d ended up not taking the Dellow …. 
but that’s another story). The 4.7 axle was 
still on the car.  
 
We had successfully completed the 2011 
Edinburgh Trial, using the 4.7, although a 
couple of the restarts were a bit near 
nicking. So, having mulled it over, Andrew 
made up his mind and took Friday 
afternoon off to get it sorted.  When I rang 
from work at 3 p.m. the news was mixed: 
he had fitted the new starter cable (which 
had arrived that morning). He had also 
greased his nipples, a job that tends to get 
him in the mood for bigger things …. he 
still hadn’t changed the axle….. 
 
And so, with time slipping away, Andrew 
got to work and had the 4.7 axle and 
torque tube out and the 5.5 in, in just 
under three hours, including reconnecting 
and adjusting the cable brakes.  All done 
by 6p.m.!  Sparkford was in our sights.  
 
We set off for the Haynes Museum about 
9.30 p.m. The forecast had been for 
showers late night/early morning, but 
thankfully, as we were “going topless”, we 
only saw a few drops. The museum 
provided a great diversion while we waited 
for our sign out time. A marvellous 

collection of vehicles, including a whole 
room full of red cars! Andrew soaked up 
the loveliness and I had a brief kip, 
anticipating the challenge to come.  
 
1.59 a.m. arrived and we were off! On last 
year’s Exeter the windscreen wiper motor 
had packed up in heavy rain just after the 
start. No such problems this time. After a 
brief pause under a flyover, four miles out 
from Musbury garage, we got our due time 
and were off to the first hill: Emmetts 
Lane. The start was on tarmac - and the 
hill was quite straightforward. Then came 
Gatcombe Lane, reached down a rough, 
muddy track and starting on an incline. 
Visibility through the scratched, mud 
spattered perspex windscreen was very 
poor, so we folded it down onto the bonnet 
(we continued with this tactic on all the 
hills until it got light). My impression of 
Gatcombe, I recall, was: quite nasty, 
narrow and bumpy, which had us 
bouncing around all over the place 
(unintentionally), and with the windscreen 
down, I got an unwelcome whip in the face 
from overhanging brambles after the 
section ends sign. 
 
The next hills, Jobbles Lane and Stewart’s 
were variously “flipping rough” or short 
and steep with entertaining bends. The 
Pin Hill restart went fine (hats off to the 
swapped-in axle!) On the way to Sandy 
Lane, we thought we’d picked up a 
puncture but were relieved to find it was 
probably just the sound of slightly deflated 
tyres, or excessive mud, and we went on 
to clear the first test at Core Hill without 
incident. After “Section Ends” at Back 
Lane, it was extremely rough and we 
could be seen leaping in the air - the 
roughest terrain yet - an exciting, jiggly 
ride.  
 
And on to breakfast. During the halt at 
Exeter Services, the sun came up: a 
beautiful morning, bright, no more head 
torches. You would think that the sun and 
the blue skies and the daylight would have 
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provided a great antidote for our 
weariness. Take heed: it’s striking how 
insidious following the same car for mile 
after mile can be and how easy it is to 
slide gently, via hallucinations and 
meanderings into comforting sleep. WAKE 
UP! We were off to Windout and our 
second restart! 
 
A fresh, fast flowing ford just before the 
start, and a steep hill, but on tarmac. The 
restart was on a tight, steep right-hand 
bend and once again the swapped-in axle 
did us proud.  
 
Carrying on, we found the approach to 
Hitchcombe enchanting. Fingle Bridge 
followed by a drive along a surging river, a 
beautiful setting: sheer hill on one side 
and dense woodland on the other. 
Hitchcombe itself looked really steep and 
rocky, and as we queued, sure enough, 
we saw how a Suzuki in front of us got 
into difficulty, producing copious amounts 
of smoke from the tyres as they struggled 
for grip. The crew unfortunately had to 
abandon their attempt. Andrew was more 
fortunate and with just the right amount of 
throttle he managed to keep it on the 
narrow track, and going uphill.  
 
The route to the second test, Clifford, took 
us through some tremendous scenery, 
with a sheer drop on the left then climbing 
through pine forest, delightful with its 
reminiscences of Christmas. We noticed 
bikers coming from all directions, all going 
past us, as classes converged for the test. 
Still, we were not late, it wasn’t raining and 
there were plenty of nice people to talk to, 
as we relaxed in the sun waiting for our 
go. When it came, although the hill was 
quite slippery and we couldn’t see the test 
from start, it was fine. Despite it feeling 
quite tight, we made it to the top without 
any dramas.  
 
After the test we proceeded to Pepperdon 
under brisk, blue skies. And what a 
cracker it turned out to be: a tarmac road 
covered in muck, steep, twisty, very 

curvaceous, some ninety degree bends, 
very tricky and squirmy and narrow in 
places. Great entertainment! 
 
The slow slide into sleep was threatening 
its return as we approached Ilsington 
village and we were very relieved to arrive 
early for a long break and a smashing 
round of pasties and tea, courtesy of the 
fine village folk. A short wander round the 
car park to admire others’ vehicles 
seemed to revive us a bit.  With the end in 
sight (a further twenty miles to 
Babbacombe and bed!) and the last two 
and most challenging hills ahead of us, we 
climbed back into the Dellow, all three of 
us caked in mud but intent on the hills. 
 
Just out of the village, we found ourselves 
queuing for Penhale’s Plantation. A 
friendly chap engaged us in chat about the 
Dellow: he had had one but probably a 
Mark 2 not a Mark 1.… when suddenly a 
cheer went up and we knew someone 
must have cleared Simms. We were torn 
between regret that we were “just” doing 
Penhale’s, and at the same time relief that 
in class 0, we would not be attempting to 
thrash the poor old car injuriously up the 
mighty Simms. We’d had problems on 
Penhale’s last year (when incidentally it 
seemed the start had been further back 
along the flat track than this year), by 
carrying too much speed into the first 
bend and running wide. This time, by 
going steady and keeping it tight on the 
first turn, we managed to get up and to the 
restart. Problem-free again, axles, 
swapping in …  
 
On the way to the last section French’s - 
we noticed the ground change to a deep 
red colour and remembered last year 
when, after the end of the section, a bow 
wave of ruddy, muddy water had washed 
over the bonnet then over us. The hill 
started with a short climb then a very 
sharp left, a ninety right, which turned 
steeply uphill. The terrain was very rocky 
with steps of concrete-like stone. But, all 
in all, it was not as “gloopy” as we’d 
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expected, given the 
amount of rain 
there’d been. And so 
we emerged like 
explorers from a lost 
world, plastered with 
a range of muds and 
s p r i n k l e d  w i t h 
gearbox oil.  We 
were back in the real 
world, we had done 
the Exeter and we 
had survived.  
 
Postscript: The hills 
had been bumpy, the 
bumps were certainly 
lumpy and the lumps 
mostly rocky, and 
though the mud was 
everywhere, we didn’t 
mind, because we 
are trialers and we 
loved it. 

Hilary and the Dellow waiting for a section 
(Photo by Andrews Isherwood) 

A GRAND DAY OUT— 
the 2012 Clee Hills Trial 

by Robert Hodgkinson 
 
We left the North Wales hills, at a time 
when honest men should be in bed, to 
cower in gale force wind and rain, looking 
like shrink wrapped gargoyles in our 
hooded kagools , eventually arriving at 
Craven Arms to start with the prospect of 
a sunny day with sunny folk.  
 
Arriving at Strefford Wood 3, we were 
taken aback by the lack of a proper start, 
or marshal and markers, on the bit of hill 
we could see..!! It turned out that this was 
just the approach, and was quite 
challenging, particularly for Mike Bass and 
his daughter Nancy in their very pretty 
Austin 7, which suffered engine seizure 
maybe due to a broken crank. It even took 
Murray Montgomery Smith 3 attempts in 
his Fiat powered Marlin.  

So on to Founders Folly and Callow Bank, 
we failed both just scoring 6 and 5.  
 
A long road trip followed along the valley 
to the eastern pivot of the trial, Much 
Wenlock - home not only to the first 
Olympic games, but "Britain’s Best 
Butcher" as voted by listeners of radio 4's 
Food program 2011.  
 
On reaching Jenny Wind we left the tyre 
pressure at 20 psi, as it looked so dry, and 
it worked..!!! However 12 psi seemed 
more appropriate for Major’s Leap, which 
also proved to work as we achieved a 
clear, as we did at Hill Top.  
 
Moving on to Castle Hill, with the sun 
peeping through the clouds, we enjoyed 
no hold ups .... and cleared.  
 
We always enjoy the bracing drive along 
the Long Mynd with it's stunning views, 
passing the intriguingly named Jinlye 
Guest House, and splashing through 
Ratlinghope ford. The sadly neglected 
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Windwhistle Motor Club 

 

Cancellation Notice 
 

7th Bovey Down single venue clubsport classic car trial 
29th April 2012 

 
The venue is located near Seaton, Devon MR: 192/203913 
It is with regret that due to on-going reforestation this venue  

is not available for a trial this year. 
 

Event Secretary: Liz Hobbs at hobnobus@btinternet.com  
or tel: 01460 30996.  

wartime tank continues to guard the start 
to Gattens Gamble with it's deep and 
sticky gulch near the top that made our 
floorpan convex under the drivers feet.  
 
Over Handless Long Mynd to Priors Holt 
4, where Brian and Kirsty Andrew and 
their trusty Beetle were to be found on the 
start line with an undiagnosed miss fire. 
Most were clearing the daunting slab and 
Priors Holt 1, however, the latter saw us 
come to a sudden and disappointing stop, 
due to a flat tyre.! Having changed to a 
spare with poor tread and no bead 
retainers, we only managed 6 at Strefford 
Wood. Another wash in the ford and back 
to the Craven Arms Hotel. In anticipation 
of a welcoming pint of hearty local ale 
"BUT WHAT IS THIS"??? they drank it all 
the night before..!! despite the impending 
arrival of a hoard of men with beards at 
their hostelry.  
 
This year saw a welcome increase of 
VSCC entries, this being of particular 

interest to us, as we run a Model A in their 
trials and have been wondering how it 
would fare on the Clee Hills as a change 
from our trusty Marlin. The most striking 
VSCC entry had to be the ancient yellow 
Dodge 4 driven by Hicky Hickling who 
along with his full compliment of 
passengers made it look like an outing of 
the Pickwick Society.  
 
Our trial was really straight forward, 
thanks to the superbly comprehensive 
route book and the multitude of well 
positioned markers, but perhaps best of 
all…. no restarts Undoubtedly the Clee 
Hills Trial sets the standard that others 
aim to achieve.  
 
It is in the words of David Golightly " The 
best event of the year, I do this one in 
preference to any of the others"  
 
We wholeheartedly agree and wish to 
convey our thanks to all those who make it 
possible, especially the ever patient PAT, 
for A GRAND DAY OUT.  
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The Clee Hills Trial 2012 
by Bill Bennett 
 

A s has become the norm we 
watched the weather forecast for 
the Clee hills area for the week 
before the trials and as usual the 

weathermen were playing very safe 
offering a choice of weather which 
included most things except snow. The 
one common condition, which seemed to 
feature in most forecasts was wind and at 
least this they got right. I suspect it was 
this wind that kept the precipitation down 
to a short spell of fine drizzle. 
 
Liz and I were really looking forward to 
this trial because for once we had a lot of 
entries in class 2 thanks to a large 
contingent coming from the VSCC, some 
of whom were driving some very 
interesting machines, 14 cars in class 2 
must be a record for a one day trial. 
 
The first challenge of the day came much 
earlier than expected in the form of 
attempting to eat a full breakfast with the 
thinnest, most flexible set of plastic knife 
and forks ever encountered. The slightest 
pressure used to penetrate the fried bread 
or cut the bacon and sausage would result 
in them bending to an incredible shape 
although I have to admit, not breaking. 
These tools are of course excellent for 
your digestion as there is no way you can 
rush your food! 
 
We left the start at our allotted time and 
drove the short distance to the wood 
where the first section was. This is where 
we met our second challenge of the day, 
getting to the start of the first section. After 
queuing for a short time we saw the first 
victim of the day coming very quietly back 
down the track under manpower having 
encountered a major problem in a recently 
rebuilt engine. After a short conversation 
with the owner of the Austin Seven it 
would seem the engine was completely 
seized or jammed because something 

large inside had come adrift. This meant 
that even before getting to the start of 
Strefford Wood 3, the first section, class 
2 was reduced to 13 competitors. The 
problem in getting to the section was a 
short steep and very slippery slope, which 
then turned into a flattish track. Having got 
up this we thought perhaps we had 
cleaned the first section, but no, this was 
just to get you in the mood for the rest of 
the trial. Quite a lot of class 2 had great 
difficulty overcoming this slippery slope 
and the organisers realised that the whole 
trial was rapidly running the risk of being 
late almost before it had begun, so it was 
decided that Strefford Wood 3 would be 
cancelled for class 2.  
 
By this time we had been queuing for 
more than an hour and it was close to our 
turn to attempt this section, so after 
number 20, Simon Riddle in his Arkley 
had been coaxed back down the section 
under man power and hooked up to a 
Land Rover for his trip out of the woods 
and although we knew it would not count, 
we decided to have a go at the hill. Just 
after the start there was a very greasy 
short steep entrance into the section, it 
then flatted out a bit but was very rough by 
the 10 – 9 markers preventing the build-up 
of much speed for the steeper part of the 
section in front. We eventually came to 
rest having scored a 5. After leaving the 
section we met the third victim of the day, 
this time a Marlin. One of the crew was 
standing looking rather puzzled with half a 
front brake disc in his hand and asking 
passing competitors if they happened to 
be carrying a spare brake disc that might 
fit a Marlin. 
 
The distance to the next section was given 
as 0.25 miles so although we had quite 
low tyre pressures I decided to run this 
short distance without pumping up, it was 
after all only on a little lane, or so we 
thought. I think the 0.25 miles was if you 
had cleaned the section because the 
failures route seemed more like 2 miles! 
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By now everybody in class 2 were running 
out of order with those who should have 
been running later but who hadn’t queued 
for an hour to attempt the first section all 
well ahead of us. Section 2, Flounders 
Folly had been altered a little since we 
last attempted it, but then we didn’t do the 
Clee Hills Trial last year due to the repairs 
to the car caused by a blown head gasket 
on the Exeter trial not been completed in 
time and the crew being well under the 
weather. The short sharp rise that used to 
be on Flounders Folly had gone and been 
replaced by a slippery tightish turn into the 
section. Having overcome this, the rest of 
the section was quite grippy and 
straightforward.  
 
Classes 1 & 2 did not have to do the next 
section Callow Bank so we have no idea 
what this section was like instead we 
drove the 8 miles to our next section, 
Hungerford Steps. This in my opinion is 
a typical classic trials hill following a lane. 
The start is over some slabs of rock, it 
then continues up a rutted long lane with 
various bumps and muddy obstacles 
before finishing with a steep greasy 
corner, GREAT! 
 
We then travelled the next 11 miles 
bringing us to The Jenny Wind where we 
were warned we might suffer possible 
problems form the householder at the foot 
of the section, but I’m pleased to say there 
were no problems at all. The description 
for this section was “soil over hard base”. 
This usually is a very slippery, steep climb 
and our little MG had never seen the top 
of the section that is until today! Because 
of the very drying wind there was a lot 
more grip than usual and for once we 
were able to make the tight right hand turn 
and pop out of the top. Tyre pressures 
adjusted we drove the next 5 miles to 
Easthope 1. 
 
The description read “graded mud. LH 
corner near summit.” This section in the 
past has been very difficult to climb being 

very slippery clay mud but once again the 
drying winds had done their stuff and even 
the left turn at the top did not present 
much of a problem.   
 
Our next challenge, Ippikins Rock was 
0.8 miles away along some forest tracks. 
This section was up a track of gradual 
gradient with the crux being a VERY tight 
right hand bend where many were having 
to reverse to get round, fortunately with 
our little MG it wasn’t too much of a 
problem. Unfortunately due to some 
confusion caused by one of the marshals 
as to the legality of reversing without 
penalty, some competitors thought they 
had “cleaned” the section although having 
reversed. Because of this confusion it was 
decided later that this section would not 
be counted in the trials results, which was 
a shame because this meant that two of 
the more challenging sections for class 2 
were now discounted in the results. 
 
Another 7 miles took us to Heywood 
Common where we met an old MG friend, 
Ian Williamson who kept us entertained 
with his jokes until it was our turn to 
attempt the section. This, another good 
classic trials section was quite slippery 
and plenty of revs seemed to be an 
advantage.  
 
The next section, Castle Hill along with 
Ratlinghope Observed Test and 
Gatten’s Gamble all had to be attempted 
using “road pressures”, this begs the 
question what is “road pressure” we saw 
one or two still playing with their tyre 
pressures and there was no checking 
being carried out. Castle Hill was not too 
much of a problem on “road pressures” 
and of course the special test wasn’t a 
problem but I have to say that the top of 
Gatten’s Gamble needed a bit of nifty 
throttle control to obtain grip with these 
hard pressures. The track down the other 
side of the hill contained some deep ruts 
and extra care was needed to safely reach 
the gates at the bottom. The distance to 
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the next section was 9.3 miles but a lot of 
this was along interesting tracks although 
with quite a few gates to be opened and 
closed, still jumping out to deal with these 
gates stopped the passengers from 
getting too comfortable and helped to 
keep them warm. 
 
The nest section, Priors Holt 4 was 
described as “stony surface, slippery after 
steep part”. The section started with a 
very short run-in then a very steep but 
short climb flattening out with some loose 
soil and mud to the finish. Once again with 
plenty of forward motion up the steep part 
the slippery bit at the top was soon 
overcome. 
 
By the way, I think one of the nice features 
of the route instructions on the Clee Hills 
Trial is the short description of each 
section, very helpful for any newcomers, 
and putting the distance to the next 
section allows tyre pressures to be 
appropriately adjusted. They also supply a 
place where you can record your score on 
each section helping those who like me 
suffer from loss of short term memory. 
 
From Priors Holt it was only 1.2 miles 
along forestry tracks to Enterprise 
Observed Test, where the more 
simpleminded of us became a little 
confused. This was because on first 
reading it seemed as if we could choose 
to either put all wheels over line B or line 
C then finish astride line D. What it 
actually said was that you could choose 
which order you went over lines B & C but 
you had to do both. The Clee Hills 
organisers always like to put in a little 
extra mental challenge just to catch out us 
more simple country folk, Ooh Arrh! 
 
Another mile along forest tracks brought 
us to the last two sections the first of 
which was The Slab. This looked a little 
worse than it turned out to be. The start 
line was right at the foot of a steep rocky 
climb and having left the start line 

immediately there seemed to be very little 
grip panic was overcome by pushing 
harder on the right foot and fortunately 
once on the rocky part of the section more 
grip could be found and the extreme right 
foot pressure could be relaxed!  
 
Well so far we are clean assuming the first 
section would be cancelled for class 2, so 
it was only Priors Holt 2 standing 
between us having a clean sheet for the 
day. Nothing like imposing extra pressure 
on one self is there? Priors Holt 2 is 
another hill, which is failed almost as often 
as cleaned, what would it be like today? 
The start is very steep so no momentum 
can be built up before the first bend. 
Around the bend and it’s at best yumpy, 
bordering on being rough. Experience has 
told me that somehow on this part of the 
hill you need to build up plenty of 
momentum as the top part can be very 
slippery. This year the hill was easier than 
sometimes in the past, and we were soon 
on the top and heading for the finish and a 
warm welcome from Pat and Jonathan at 
signing off. 
 
All in all it was an enjoyable trial and much 
easier than most Clee Hills trials of the 
past. We were lucky with the weather, 
which was more or less dry all day 
although the wind on the high ground was 
quite chilling. In spite of the hold-up at the 
first section we still finished in good time. I 
hope the VSCC boys and girls will come 
out to play with us again giving us the 
chance to get to know them all better. 
Sincere thanks of course to all the 
organisers and marshals for helping to 
make our day so enjoyable. 
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Dean cleans Clee 
by Michael Leete 

 

I t was an excellent trial, with some new 
and reintroduced sections, although the 
dry conditions made stoppers like The 
Jenny Wind and Easthope cleanable by 

mere mortals. The event was notable for 
the bumper class 2 entry with the VSCC 
coming out in force to enliven the 
proceedings. 
 
Clerk of the Course Graham Austin and 
his Midland Automobile Club team were 
rewarded by a bumper entry for this year’s 
Clee. A few weeks before numbers were a 
bit thin and consequently Graham decided 
to do away with the events familiar double 
loop system. Come the day there was a 
full entry of 80, with some prospective 
competitors turned away. The system 
worked well though and there were very 
few delays.  
 
Although there were 22 sections they 
were not attempted by everyone, as the 
comprehensive plan sent out with the final 
instructions revealed. The idea was to 
more or less eliminate the necessity for 
restarts by deviations, differential start 
lines and alternative sections for the 
different classes. 
 
Muddy Strefford 
A muddy Strefford Wood 3 was first on the 
agenda for 1,2,7 and 8. This defeated all 
in classes 1 and 7 with Pete Hart doing 
best to get to the 3. Unfortunately some of 
the VSCC contingent in class 2 had 
trouble with the entrance track and it was 
abandoned for them, but not until Bill 
Bennett stormed to the 5. It was on for the 
class 8s though and half a dozen of them 
went clean.  
 
Class 8 Flounder 
Those who didn't start at Strefford Wood 
commenced battle at a reintroduced 
Flounders Folly, now without the gate on 

the twist at the start. This proved relatively 
straightforward for the lower classes, who 
turned off before the mud started. Classes 
7 & 8 had to go straight up where the mud 
and increasing gradient saw only eventual 
winner Dean Partington and fellow DP 
Wasp driver Mike Chatwin go clear. 
Despite having picked up two punctures 
already Duncan Stephens came close in 
his class 7 Melos, getting to the 2, one 
further than Tim Smith (Marlin). As it 
turned out these first two hills decided 7 & 
8 as the leading contenders were to clean 
the rest of the sections.  
 
Cleared Callow 
The next section was just across the car 
park and the clearing refers to the 
organisers efforts with saw and brush 
cutter to make the section usable. It was a 
straight blast for everyone but class eight, 
who had a wicked deviation that was too 
much for 50% of them, including Adrian 
Marfell (in his special rather than the 
Beetle he had entered) and Dudley Sterry. 
The other classes had to contend with 
differential start lines which resolved class 
6 as Gary Browning went clear and 
remained so, while Vic Lockley dropped 
his only mark of the day. A couple of the 
class 0s went clear, Andrew Isherwood 
wasn't in this group, dropping six in his 
Dellow Mk1. However, these were the 
only marks he was to lose all day and he 
went on to win the Class.  
 
Hungerford Returns 
2012 saw the return of the marvellous 
Hungerford, at least if you weren't in 7 or 8 
who gave it a miss. The lower reaches 
were dry with the exposed rock steps to 
contend with, not too bad if you took it 
easy. Once out of the gully the gradient 
eased and the rocks stopped, replaced by 
mud and deep ruts that went on and on, a 
truly marvellous section, if you have the 
ground clearance. The VSCC contingent 
did well here but only Rob Wells could 
coax a Suzuki X90 over the muddy hump 
at the end, even Jonathan Toulmin, who 
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2012 Clee Hills 
Trial authors in 
action 
 
 

Robert 
Hodgkinson & 
David Chilton, 

Marlin ,  
on the Slab 

 
(Photo by  

90Right UK) 

 
 
 
Michael Leete & 
Mike Hayward, 
VW Beetle, on 
Flounders Folly 
 
(Photo by Peter 
McFadyen) 
 
 

 
 
 
Peter Mounatain and 
Mike Young, Dellow 

on the Slab 
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2012 Clee 
by Peter M

 
Nigel Jones.  
& Dave Hunt, MGF, 
on Flounders Folly 
 
 
 

Nick Godfrey & M

 
 
Dean Partington,  
DP Wasp  on the 
Slab 

 
 
 
Alexandra & Philip 

Milne-Taylor,  
AJS Sports, on 
Flounders Folly 
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Hills Trial  
McFadyen 

Mark Morris, Marlin, on 
Flounders Folly  

 
 
Steve Edmonds & 
Thomas Aldrian, 
Rickman Ranger, 
on Flounders Folly  

 
 
 
 
Charles Knifton & 

Ian Phillips, 
Peugeot 205, on 
Flounders Folly  
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‘Flatheads’ 
on the Clee 
Hills Trial 
 
 
Chris & Val 
Williams,  
Ford Model A 
Saloon, on The 
Jenny Wind 
 
 
(Photo by 
90Right UK)

 
 
 
 

David Golightly & 
Carla Smith,  

Ford Model A on 
the Skab 

 
 

(Photo by  
90Right UK)) 

 
 
 
 
 
Hicky Hickling & 
Gareth Reece (+ 
friends), Dodge 4 on 
Castle Hill 
 
 

29 

has done so much for the event, needing 
a tow. After a class 0 only section at 
Harton Wood they were given a taste of 
the action here, which was perhaps a little 
unfair for the lower slung cars as some of 
the ruts were really deep.  
 
Lots of Grip on The Jenny Wind 
Everyone attempted The Jenny Wind, but 
how different can a hill be. It was very dry 
and there was plenty of grip everywhere, 
apart from the very top where the gradient 
increases as the section meets the cross 
track. The majority of the entry cleaned 
the section, many for the first time. Most of 
those that didn't at least saw the summit, 
defeated by the mud at that last little rise. 
This group included Clee stalwarts and 
Northern Trial organisers Fred Mills 
(Marlin) and Derek Reynolds (DAF). 
Having lost Lee Huck at the first section all 
the class 1s stormed up, at the expense of 
a CV joint for Dave Haizelden's Golf, 
which he soon repaired. Nigel Jones was 
delighted to go clean in his MGF but 
decided to retire afterwards with gear 
selection problems, caused earlier in the 
day when the sump guard was pushed up 
onto the linkage,  
 
Into the Woods 
Going back through Much Wenlock and 
onto the B4371 there was a new route into 
Easthope Wood and its one-way system. 
7 & 8 had Major's Leap and Hill Top on 
the agenda. Everyone in class 8 cleaned 
both and most of the class 7s as well.  
 
Classes 1 to 6 were treated to a relatively 
dry Easthope, cleaned by all but a few 
who struggled with the bump at the top. 
Ippikins Rock followed. Its hairpin bend 
was on form but those that got round were 
disappointed as it had to be taken out of 
the results following some confusion 
regarding the instructions.  
 
Heywood Common 
Classes 7 & 8 missed out on this nice little 
BOAT, that proved surprising difficult. It 

was rocky, rutty and being shaded the 
mud hadn't dried. It certainly sorted out 
the class 0s, only a couple of Dellows, a 
Melos and a Marlin getting to the summit. 
It defeated quite a few of the VSCC 
contingent as well. Surprising with the 
large entry, there were only two class 3s 
in this years Clee and neither climbed 
Heywood Common. James Smith was to 
win the class in his BMW while Derek 
Reynolds had to retire after Castle.  
 
Castle 
The organisers are to be congratulated for 
finding this fine old track. Everyone had a 
go and there were no failures despite 
being restricted to road pressures. It is 
truly a magnificent setting, providing a 
stunning backdrop to Dave Cook's photos.  
 
Rattlinghope & Gattens Gamble 
After a nice run over The Long Mynd there 
was the usual special test at Rattlinghope 
followed by Gattens Gamble, run the 
normal way round this year. It was nice to 
see the land owner talking to some of the 
competitors at the start of the section. The 
club are very lucky to have him support 
the event with such enthusiasm. He is well 
known in the area for taking his daughter 
to school in his tank! The views at the top 
of Gattens Gamble are truly magnificent, 
as they were through the Gliding Club on 
the way to the Priors Holt complex. One of 
the many reasons why competitors are 
attracted to this event.  
 
Priors Holt 4 
This was a new hill, despite looking very 
much like Priors Holt 3. Everyone but 
class 0 attempted the section which had 
differential start lines. The first part was 
steep muddy rock, although there was 
plenty of grip, before a sting in the tail 
when the route dived off into deep muddy 
ruts before finishing back on the main 
track. As it happened it didn't prove a 
problem to the regulars, although Nick 
Cleal bogged down in his Peugeot 205  
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Enterprise Observed Test 
There was a long run round the perimeter 
of the wood to this new special test. The 
finish line was on a steep bank where, 
perhaps surprisingly, most people 
managed to stop astride. Former Clee 
Clerks of the Course Simon Woodall and 
Jonathan Toulmin managed the finish line 
OK but fell foul of line C-C. With several 
clean sheets the two observed tests were 
important. Dean Partington was inch 
perfect to make it a DP Wasp one, two 
with Mike Chatwin in class 8 and take the 
Fray Cup for the overall winner. James 
Shallcross kept to his winning ways in 
class 1 while in class 2 I'm sure even Bill 
Bennett wouldn't have minded being 
pipped to the class by John Bell in his 
slightly more modern MG TD. Class 4 was 
the other category to be decided on test 
times and John White made it decisive, by 
nine seconds, over Sam Holmes.  
 
The Slab 
This was the first year the lower classes 
had been let lose on this twisty, bumpy 
little section. Although tricky there was 
plenty of grip in the dry and the main 
contenders had no problems. It was easy 
to lose control though and David Jackson 
dived into the bracken in his FPS but was 
able to continue. Not so Dean Yarranton 
who retired his Reliant Goose Special in 
the Priors Holt complex with a broken diff. 
Julian Fack was spectating and promptly 
sold him a new one!  
 
Priors Holt 1 
Adjacent to The Slab, and attempted by 
only 7 & 8, PH1 is long with loose stones, 
mud and a steadily increasing gradient. It 
turned out to be tricky, stopping more than 
50% including Ian Davis who had dropped 
only one mark till then.  
 
Priors Holt 2 
The lower classes were spared the 
fearsome reverse down PH1 this year but 
still had PH2 to contend with. This is a 
very long hill, stony at the bottom, mud 

and ruts at the top with a restart for 3 to 6, 
their only one of the day. There was plenty 
of grip and the section claimed only a few 
victims. A couple on the sharp corner at 
the bottom and a few more in the ruts after 
the sharp right-hander at the top.  
 
Strefford Wood 1 
The lower classes were off to the finish to 
sign off after the Priors Holt sections but 7 
& 8 went back across the A49 for Strefford 
Wood 1 to tackle the full section this time. 
Things had dried out considerably since 
the morning but the gully was there to trap 
the unwary. The section proved a sting in 
the tail for Andy Curtis who went up the 
class 7 route in his Buggy, losing the 
award for second in class in the process.  
 
The Finish 
Back at the finish there were a happy 
crowd of competitors who had enjoyed a 
near perfect event. OK it was a shame 
that some of the awards had to be 
decided on the observed tests but the 
organisers couldn't have expected things 
would be so dry. At least it gave some of 
the stalwarts of the entry list the chance to 
see the top of a few hills they had never 
seen before. There were a few criticisms 
but in true Clee spirit Graham Austin and 
Adrian Tucker-Peake didn't defend the 
situation but vowed to sort them out for 
next time. It’s that attitude which brings 
competitors and marshals back to this 
excellent event.  
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The 2012 Clee Hills Trial 
by Peter Mountain 

 

T he yellow Dellow had a different 
passenger for this trial; my son 
Jim usually does this for me but 
he is running short of time to get 

his Morgan rebuilt for the racing season 
so Mike Young, an experienced and 
successful classic trialler, deputised. 
 
We decided that we would not stop 
overnight near the start so I set the alarm 
for 3.30am, picked Mike up from 
Aylesbury and had an uneventful trip to 
the start, mainly because we ignored the 
satnav’s instructions from the M42 and 
came on the known and trusted route. 
 
We were very impressed with breakfast at 
the Craven Arms, but not favourably. 
Plastic forks are not man enough for well 
cooked bacon, toast should have taste 
and tea should come only in large cups. 
 
Paperwork all complete, we set off at the 
appointed time for the first hill, Strefford 
Wood 3. The run up to the start involved 
stopping on a greasy clay track whilst a 
competitor in front let his tyres down after 
he had stopped on the slope; after letting 
his tyres down he gave it full throttle and 
covered David Jackson and his 
passenger, who were just in front of us, in 
mud, the aero screens and crew were 
covered in an inch of it. 
 
Alas, our troubles started on Strefford 
Wood 3. On reflection, I had noticed a 
slight hesitation on occasions on the hills 
during the Exeter but nothing that caused 
any problem and nothing unusual. 
However on the first hill, the misfire was 
much worse and allied to a complete lack 
of grip from the old ZXZ pattern remoulds 
we scored a dismal 8. 
 
The next hill was Flounders Folly, where 
everybody seemed to be getting up the 
hill. Not us, on the first steep little rise the 

engine cut out and we scored 11. We had 
a look at the fuel and ignition and could 
not find any obvious problem so I took the 
filter out of the Filter King in case it was 
blocked up and we went on to Callow 
Bank, a short steep blast with different 
restarts for the classes. Lack of grip and 
an engine that refused to work properly 
got us a score of 10. 
 
On the road to The Jenny Wind the 
horrible smell of modern petrol was 
overwhelming, even in an open car, so we 
stopped and discovered that I had not 
sealed the body of the FilterKing properly. 
This proved to be an impossible task so 
we bypassed the FilterKing using a long ¼ 
drive socket and hose clips; bet Snap-On 
never thought of that as a use for their 
sockets. Low and behold the problem was 
solved and the engine was working 
perfectly, not missing a beat from then to 
the end of the day. 
 
Nearly an hour late by now, we arrived at 
The Jenny Wind and managed to clean 
this and the next four hills; getting up hills 
certainly improves ones attitude to life. 
 
At The Slab we arrived just in time to see 
David Jackson get tangled up in the 
sapling just after the start, competitors in 
other classes may not be aware that class 
8 started at right angles to the hill and 
David got his power on a bit early. Thank 
you David for keeping us entertained 
through the trial! 
 
I do enjoy the blasts. Priors Hope 4 & 1 
got us lots more points on lack of grip as 
did Strefford Wood 1, the last hill for class 
8. My passenger Mike was suffering from 
a short seat and hard base, another item 
for the list. 
 
Rob Wells, running his “hairdresser’s” 
Suzuki in class 5, was pleased with his 
new tyres and running really well finishing 
2nd in class. I thought that I might try the 
same tyres but they only come in 195 
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width, which is denied to us in class 8. 
Getting tyres is now a real problem for 
class 8 competitors, narrow 15” tyres are 
almost impossible to get, even Firestone 
have stopped selling their F560. The 
problem could be overcome if we were 
allowed to use 195 section tyres as can 
other classes. 
 
After discussing my fuel problems with 
others who have had similar problems, it 
appears that the modern petrol has 
swollen an O ring in the 10 year old 
FilterKing reducing fuel volume even 
though the pressure was correct. 
 

We appreciated the excellent paperwork, 
especially the descriptions of the hills, 
congratulations to the scribe for getting it 
so right. 
 
Results wise, the Clee Hills was poor for 
us, we finished with an abysmally high 
score and a long To-Do list before the 
next trial, but it was a thoroughly 
enjoyable and well organized event and 
the weather was kind. 
 
What can be better than driving around 
beautiful countryside on a bright winter 
day in an open car and meeting friends 
old and new; I’m glad I competed. 

North Devon MC Exmoor Trial 
by Muddy Fox 

 

F orecast of cold and snow or 
maybe just cold and sleet – 
sounds like a perfect trials day! 
NDMC’s Exmoor starts as usual at 

The Cedars hotel on the edge of 
Barnstaple with scrutineering taking place 
on the other side of town at local bike 
dealer Ireland’s Motor Services. Off into 
the bleak morning after a most welcome 
bacon butty to the first section, Hurscott. A 
fairly gentle introduction which didn’t take 
many points off riders although it was 
perhaps a pointer of what was to come – 
very muddy. 
 
On to Rivaton, sadly not the Rivaton of 
yesteryear due to some vandalism and 
then fallen trees blocking the route. 
Instead of the deep ruts and sharp right 
hander was a relatively gentle climb to join 
the original track about halfway up – again 
not too difficult for most. A pair of similar 
sections in Hunstone Woods were only 
distinguished by their muddyness, with the 
restart on Hunstone 2 proving particularly 
difficult.  
 
 

Then on to the first serious test – High 
Bray. It was in fine form and provided 
much entertainment for a reasonable 
crowd – it is always difficult with so much 
of it composed of rock steps, but due to 
the amount of rain recently there were 
also large amounts of mud and wet as 
well – it took marks off twenty of the thirty 
two riders, wiping out several clean sheets 
and over-trousers in the process. 
 
Higher and Lower Molland were long and 
deeply muddy – lots of marks lost here, 
probably ok if you actually get going, but 
both had restarts which tends to make that 
difficult! In fact eleven of the hills (from 
thirteen) had restarts for the solos, not 
sure it was necessary on such a muddy 
day, but hey-ho. 
 
Jimmy’s Hill & Badger’s Hill were fine if 
you could get round the sharp corner at 
the bottom, which most managed. Then 
Rodney’s Revenge, familiar to Lands End 
riders, the restart was about halfway up 
the straight and pretty impossible – only 4 
riders cracked it. Then a 20 mile ride over 
the moor to Barbrook for fuel and 
Beggars, which was in fairly benign 
mood – perhaps it is the daylight that does 
it!  
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Over the hill and down into Brendon 
where the Staghunters Inn is to be found, 
but don’t get too excited – you have two 
more sections yet! Floyd’s Bank is a tough 
rutted track which twists and turns and 
took marks off all the outfits and all but 
four solos. Just slightly further up the hill is 
Cross Lane which conversely only took 
marks off one rider – a nice easy one to 
finish with! Back down to the Staghunters 
to sign off, tell tall tales and warm up 
before returning the twenty or so miles to 
Barnstaple, load up and go! 

 
A brilliantly run event – absolutely full 
marks to John Barthram and his team – 
route card was fine, route marking spot-
on, marshalling of a consistently high 
standard and if I tell you that thirty two 
riders dropped a combined seven hundred 
and ninety five marks that will put Chris 
Lidstone’s clean sheet and Simon and 
Rebecca Eddy’s one mark into context. 
Amazing riding – well done!  

2012 Exmoor Trial 
by Chris Libby 

 

F ive thirty am and two pensioners 
set off from our base at Lands End 
to compete in the North Devon 
Motor Club’s Exmoor Trial in our 

Ebay Mudza MX5. Only our second trial 
and learning fast about how it all works. 
125 miles to scrutineering and a pleasant 
drive up the A30 to Launceston and 
across rural Devon, the local radio talked 
of “Rain later turning to snow on the high 
ground…..!” Then a beautiful sunrise with 
the sky blood red seemed to reinforce the 
forecast.. 
 
Tom Tom took us directly to the 
scrutineers, well organised and helpful 
people. Paperwork stamped, headed out 
to sign on and breakfast at the Cedars 
Inn, again polite and efficient organisers 
and good hot coffee. A chat with a few 
other competitors and some old friends 
and we were off. That was pretty much the 
last we would see of class seven and 
eights until the end of the day! 
 
My navigator did an excellent job of 
getting us to Hurscott, section one, as she 
did all day, despite my reservations at 
times about being lost. A rocky lane with 
water running down the middle. We 
climbed away to the restart and struggled 
on for a 5 then decided to smoke out a 

few marshals. Rolled back a little and tried 
again, more smoke. We were offered a 
tow but our pride would not allow that on 
the first section so away we went, through 
a small lake at the top and met the tractor 
coming down, but waved him by. On to 
first special test, steady time but OK and 
away to Riverton, some way into the 
woods and a rocky climb, another restart 
and a puncture for an 8. Ground the car to 
the top on the steel rim and changed a 
wheel. Thank you here to the crew of 
Beetle number 63 for their assistance. 
 
Ten road miles including South Molton 
where there was a road closure and trials 
cars going in all different directions to find 
the diversion, and special test 2, down a 
long muddy lane. We watched a few 
Escorts hammer it and realise how they 
get 28 secs and we turn in 40, but we are 
still learning. 
 
Hunstone… Sections 3 and 4. More 
restarts. Very muddy here and our MX5 
could do with being a bit higher at the front 
so we bellied out and got a couple of 8s. 
Watching some of the other competitors I 
was impressed at the old MG who 
seemed to climb away steadily all day, 
and the front wheel drive cars amaze me 
with what they can do.  
 
We had driven the Clee Hills the week 
before and cleaned several sections, and 
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at this point I began to feel a little 
despondent, all the restarts are a bit 
daunting for novices in a class 5 car, and 
a clean or two helps keep the spirits up, 
but on we go to High Bray, which I guess 
by the number of spectators and the 
footage later on Youtube, is a popular spot 
to watch. Well we rattled and bumped up 
for a 6 and I see on Youtube that the 
sump guard stopped us again, so before 
the next event “Up she comes”. Spacers 
will be needed. Reversed back down and 
puncture number two. A little team talk 
here and some encouragement from 
navigator. No more spare tyres, a long 
way from home, without the comfort of a 
support vehicle or a trailer and retirement 
was an option, however we are out for a 
good days sport and decided to abandon 
competition and go for a Finishers 
Certificate and nurse the rubber using full 
road pressures.  
 
Into the woods again for Higher Molland, 
several cars were coming down 
backwards so we just poked the nose in 
for 11. Lower Molland looked a bit easier 
and the adrenaline was still working so we 
gunned it and scored a 2, best so far and 
not bad for road pressures! Perhaps that 
is the secret? 
 
The course closing vehicle was getting 
near and had Wiltshire Tyres written on 
his cab so we flagged him down and tried 
to blow one of our flats back on the rim, I 
took the tyre to a ford nearby to search for 
bubbles and nearly lost the wheel, floating 
away. Waded in and got wet feet for the 
rest of the day…. Oh the joys of motor 
sport!!  
 
Thank you again to the officials for their 
help during the day. I did ask some of the 
other competitors for their comments on 
the trial. Most said “Good trial” but a few 
were a bit more forthcoming. “Tougher 
than normal”…”Second trial, loving every 
minute of it”….”Lots of rain this 
week!”…..”Harder than the Clee 
Hills”…..”Varied start lines for some 

classes would help”…..” “Too many 
restarts!” 
 
Three more hills in the same woods, but 
by now I was determined to save the 
tyres, finish and make it back to Lands 
End, so high scores on all three sections, 
and away, over Exmoor. The weather 
forecast from earlier in the day came back 
to mind with drizzle and sleet, but it was a 
glorious twenty mile run to Beggars Roost, 
a Lands End Trial section in its own right 
and especially significant for us 
considering where we are based. We 
decided to forgo the restart and drive 
through on full pressure for a 6 and came 
out the top.  
 
Good experience for us ‘cos we will be 
doing it again at Easter. Descending back 
the other side and a local farmer decided 
to move about 20,000 sheep down the 
road in front of us, which took about 20 
minutes. Now sheep are an animal, as 
anyone who has ever looked after them 
will tell you, who have only one ambition in 
life and that is to die. Foot rot, fly rot, 
lambing rot or suicide they don’t mind as 
long as they can die, and several in this 
flock tried their best to run under a car or 
leap over the cliff, but sadly on this 
occasion none were successful. We 
consoled ourselves with thoughts of lamb 
shanks, slowly cooked with garlic, 
rosemary and red wine, served with new 
season boiled potatoes and fresh garden 
peas……. 
 
Following the route card and we came to 
the finish venue and there were all the 
class 7 and 8s and their crews drinking 
beer and filling their faces and we had two 
sections yet to go.  
 
Floyds Bank, muddy and a few rocks, take 
it easy, its still a long way home and that 
“Finishers” will be a small reward. Several 
spectators here, which was cheering at 
the end of the day. A 9 will do. 
And the last one, Cross Lane……Bugger 
the tyres…Up we go, stop at the restart. 
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Away again and gun it all the way to the 
top for our first and only clean for the day, 
and personal pride restored. Next trial 
Launceston two weeks time and a few 
mods required. And back to the 
Staghunters Inn, sign off, get the little 
ticket and find out that there is still plenty 
of food and beer left. A quick chat with 
some other competitors and advice from 
an old hand (Pug 205) gratefully received 
and looking at the watch we think its time 
to get going before the weather closes in. 
Tom Tom takes us back over part of 
Exmoor where it is snowing quite hard but 
very pretty in the evening light. What a 
wonderful way to end a Sunday, beats 
being in a golf club and reading the 

papers!! More heavy snow at Oakhampton 
and back to Lands End at 8.30, car 
running fine all day. 
 
In conclusion a good well organised trial, 
polite, patient and well organised 
marshals. Thank you. One or two 
competitors a bit inconsiderate, but 
nothing untoward. As beginners we felt 
the sections were a bit tough, perhaps a 
few less restarts, especially for less able 
cars? I know it is a competition but at the 
end of the day a few “easy sections” will 
encourage people new to the sport and 
the serious drivers will sort themselves out 
with skill and preparation. See you next 
year!  

Cotswold Clouds Trial 2012 
by Richard Houlgate 

 

R ight up to the last minute the trial 
was in doubt. A band of snow 
was moving from West to East; 
it was impossible to tell what 

might happen. Much consulting of tea 
leaves and the web cam in Nailsworth 
meant that in the end we were fortunate. 
Snow on the Saturday afternoon froze 
over leading to tricky driving conditions. 
The SKF car park was a skating rink at 
7.30am. But luckily the temperature 
crawled up to about 2 -3 deg C by 9am, 
just sufficient to thaw the ice and make 
road driving conditions safe, although 
apparently some of the early numbers 
found the hills still frozen. 
 
We were number 40 starting at 9.11 and 
were soon at the first hill Crawley. Now I 
remembered this as an easy climb on 
road pressures, slowing down for the 
raised drainage humps. Listening to 
others’ efforts whilst waiting in the queue 
we decided to drop down several pounds 
and were pleased we did as we scrabbled 
for grip in a few places. We were held at 
the top for a few minutes by one of the 
organisers to prevent the queue for 

Crooked Mustard overflowing the 
available space. 
 
Very low tyre pressures were the order of 
the day at Crooked Mustard, but to no 
avail; it seems that it’s a question not of 
speed but taking the right line, which we 
did not. 
 
Axe was the next section; a long wait 
ensued whilst an unfortunate Marlin was 
removed with a broken propshaft. This 
gave us Marlin owners, egged on by Dean 
Partington, a chance to compare cars and 
engine positions, a lively discussion 
ensued about moving the engine back 
until it was realised that this would put the 
car into class 8, not the place for the 
chubby Marlin I think! 
I had noted Axe as being an easy cruise 
at road pressures, but when we saw Bill 
Bennett and John Bell coming down the 
fails road we let the tyres right down. The 
signalling system relies on a system of 
horn blowing to communicate instead of 
the inevitable whistles - an individual 
touch which adds to the atmosphere. I 
gave the car some stick; because of the 
high banks the Marlin had no option but to 
track straight (although it would have 
dearly loved to climb the bank, that’s one 
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of its pleasures…) and we rocketed to the 
top. 
 
Nailsworth ladder and the restart proved 
no problem, although we came down with 
a bang over the rock ledge, most cleaned 
this. 
 
The approach to Ham Mill is tortuous 
down narrow lanes flanked with cottages, 
then a right turn up a steep narrow track. I 
remembered failing the restart last year 
and resolved to do better. I came round 
the corner with the car well positioned to 
find ….. that the restart had been moved 
further up the track! It was, I thought, 
much easier and we moved off without 
problem although I see that others were 
not so fortunate. 
 
I can never get the car to move at all on 
Wicked Juniper and this year was no 
exception. We didn’t even make the 
restart as the engine died at full chat; my 
expert friend said that it went onto two 
cylinders then stopped. As it restarted 
straightaway it was a clear case of fuel 
starvation. Back to the drawing board, is it 
the pump, the pipe or the needle valves? I 
started with the needle valves and rang 
Burlens to find out the needle valve flow 
rate – my question surprised them so 
maybe I will have to experiment instead of 
calculate. The hill is even more 
exasperating as I saw Emma Wall on You 
Tube cruising up as if the hill was 
tarmaced. How did she do it? 
 
Pheasants Run saw us stuck on the 
restart along with all others in our class 
apart from eventual winner Duncan 
Stevens in his Dutton and Tris White in 
the Imp. 
 
New Saw Mills – we had far too many revs 
off the start line, the car moved sideways 
not forward, I lifted off and we shot 
forwards, fighting the steering and 
scrabbling for grip up to the top. 
 

Now into Highwood, we managed a good 
time on the special test, moving onto 
Highwood 1 Pete and Carlie Hart told us 
the restart was proving difficult. We 
cruised up to the line and stopped. I eased 
the car gently off the line; we moved 
smoothly forward with clutch fumes 
wafting around us. “Neat clutch control” 
said Simon my bouncer. “Not at all’ said I 
“the damn thing was slipping!”. So we 
cleared the hill and would have done the 
same at Highwood 2 had I seen the large 
red arrow pointing right. Instead we found 
ourselves beached on the chassis and lost 
two valuable points. 
 
Climperwell was a pleasant meander 
through a tree-lined valley with a stop 
restart, which caught a few early runners 
 
The Bulls Bank section restarts were not 
as fearsome as in previous years and we 
motored happily to the top of both of them. 
But Dom Perignon was much more 
difficult, 5 class 2, 2 class 7 and 1 class 8 
cleared the hill. Perhaps class 2 didn’t do 
the restart on the day? Having failed we 
were instructed to back down then give it 
some welly, this we did to great effect with 
several large slides, the Marlin 
remembering late in the day that it really 
doesn’t like to go straight along a track. 
 
We were one of about a third of the cars 
that succeeded in stopping on the 
Cowcombe special test, moving to an 
easy clear on Allbright to finish the trial 
although I see that not all were so 
fortunate. 
 
So the winner was Duncan Stephens with 
3 marks lost closely pursued by Tris White 
on 5, and Keith Sanders on 9. Very many 
congratulations. Hurrah for class 7! 
 
The Cotswold Clouds is a great trial, in 
this scribes opinion it would be better 
without so many restarts both from the 
competitors and time keeping points of 
view. Very many thanks to all organisers 
and marshals, see you all next year! 
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2012 Cotswold 
Clouds Trial on 
Bull Banks, by 
Dave Cook 
 
 
 

Bill & Liz Bennett, 
MG J2 

 
 
 
 
Alan Wear,  
VW Buggy 

 
 
 
 
 
Emma Robilliard, 
VW Beetle 
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The Weather Watchers Delight 
by Myke Pocock 

 

I  have come to the conclusion that 
invoking the power of the Rain God is a 
skill not possessed at Baldrick Towers. 
The plan, such as it ever existed within 

the grey matter, was for rain the first part 
of the week, sunshine on the set-up day 
then a fine and clear Saturday for the fun. 
Trouble was the plan went west and it all 
happened on trial day with a big dollop of 
snow to spice up the proceedings. 
Fortunately for most competitors, the clear 
bit happened on the way to Lord’s Seat for 
those who attempted it and the views 
across to Skidaw are certainly worth the 
entry fee alone. The icing on the cake 
occurred later after Sandale when the 
views across the Solway Firth and 
Scotland were stunning. 
 
With an entry number of 36 cars and 25 
bikes finally starting it was a fitting tribute 
to all the time and effort that goes into 
organising the competition by a dedicated 
team of people possibly one quarter of 
that on some other trials. (NB Although 
the MAC is one of the larger clubs in the 
ACTC the Clee Hills Trial is organised by 
only 6 people – ed)  
 
Section 1, Allhallows Colliery, proved to 
be a challenging opener to many following 
the overnight heavy rain and the clart was 
thick, sticky and ‘Oh’ so very slippery! 
Vehicles and bikes were turning up to the 
first section having negotiated the entry 
track covered in the mucky stuff that 
would do some trials credit at the end! I 
had conditioned myself to keeping tyre 
pressures higher than usual for the day as 
I suspect a previous tendency to drop 
them too low on occasions and then 
suffering from too much grip and the 
engine bogging down. Perhaps 12psi was 
still a little high on this surface but I am 
convinced I did all that was possible but a 
lowly 9 on the scorecard was not welcome 

in case it became the norm. Fortunately 
not! Nigel Jones had the sump guard fall 
off here and then discovered that it had 
been secured with rivets. Whilst Nigel got 
out the champagne and glasses for him 
and his man, Michael Leete helped re-
secure it. Unfortunately he had to retire 
later on with gear linkage problems in the 
MGF. It will all come good soon. 
 
Following the special test administered by 
The Northern Classic’s extremely capable 
trial’s secretary, Fred Mills, we were off to 
Black Hole where a queue had built up 
waiting for the final solo bikes and chairs 
to fight their corner. This section has 
changed over the years, originally having 
very wide spaced ruts caused by a 
forestry harvester. These have tended to 
flatten out recently but the section is no 
worse for it. The first few yards always 
require plenty of traction on the greasy 
surface so we ran at 12psi.  
 
I had drafted in a new secret weapon to 
occupy Baldrick’s bouncers seat in the 
shape of one John Blakeley that caused 
some head scratching amongst certain 
quarters as to how our well know 
scrutineer could also be acting as a 
passenger. Fear not, the John in question 
is Chris Veever’s son-in-law. After seeing 
a couple of class 8s blast to the top, 
exhaust notes bouncing around the trees, 
we set off with good traction through the 
muck and continued upwards, finding 
traction that I thought didn’t exist. Had my 
tyre pressure plan worked with a very 
pleasing 3? I hoped so.  
 
It was here that Colin Perryman’s trial 
ended with a broken diff. To compound 
the matter, having left the car at the 
entrance gate he returned with his trailer 
to find Cumbria’s finest Plod in attendance 
along with a wrecker truck which was in 
the process of loading his car. Apparently 
the handbrake had released when it 
cooled down causing the car to run over 
the road into a tree. Colin’s pocket was 
lightened to the tune of £150! 
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A lovely cross country run of 7 miles with 
some delightful views down the Lorton 
Valley and on to Whinlatter took us 
eventually to a section familiar to me in 
Darling How. It was in fact two sections 
now run together crossing a road part way 
up and I have done the lower part in my 
JC Midge in the past on a set-up day and 
tried the upper part some years ago. The 
trees on the lower part either side have 
now grown to teenage size and the 
surface is starting to cut up a bit and it 
was then over the road onto a different 
track with deep ruts on the left and loose 
rocks but getting smoother towards the 
top. With no mud to contend with 15psi 
was the order and we had little problem 
cleaning it but the upper part was fun 
though throwing the car around a bit.  
 
The next section, Sheepfold caused me 
problems with a high score last year and 
also when we found it a few years ago I 
couldn’t get far from the start. It was here, 
marshalling on the VSCC’s Lakeland Trial 
a few years ago that I was hit on the head 
with a flying rock, passed out and was 
taken to hospital for some repair work on 
an interesting groove in my forehead. The 
first steep, crumbly and rutted few metres 
have always been my downfall but again 
with much pitching side to side we made it 
on to the end with another pleasing zero 
on the score sheet. This was starting to 
look good. 
 
The run through to Lord’s Seat enabled 
competitors to view the white painted rock 
of the same name. The entry track down 
to the section needs care and attention as 
it has been washed out in the last few 
years and has deep grooves waiting to 
trap the unwary. Competitors were 
greeted with a professional style gazebo 
emblazoned with Ford Motor Sports logos, 
courtesy of one of our marshalling teams 
that help us out every year. This section 
sees no other action throughout the year 
unlike some others on the trial that are 
also used by the VSCC’s Lakeland Trial in 

November. I pondered tyre pressures and 
decided on 12, not the ideal decision. My 
class, 4, has a preferential start line and I 
got a little too much grip, starting to feel 
the power drop. With a bit of clutch 
wizardry and greater revs we built up 
speed, shot through the restart area and 
had to slacken off to negotiate the left-
hander to prevent going straight into the 
undergrowth and a 4 wheels out penalty. 
Perhaps 15psi would have been better 
though. What a result however, as I have 
never cleaned this one despite having 
been the first vehicle ever to try it out 
years ago when we first discovered it.  
 
Five sections done and three cleans, that 
was not expected as part of the master 
plan but very welcome. Would it last? 
Ullister Hill, Section 6 was a disaster for 
me in 2011 with a paltry 8, especially as 
Dave Cook was taking pictures and I 
didn’t even reach him! Back on to 15 and 
a good start but still started to drop the 
revs so some more clutch work and we 
shot up the rest with a very satisfactory 3 
on the card. I was very pleased with our 
Darling How performance so it was then a 
short distance to Hobcarton to see if the 
success could be maintained. My new 
bouncer was really enjoying things 
although I couldn’t see what he was up to 
and my video camera had broken its foot 
leading to some wonky shots before a deft 
application of plenty of insulating tape. 
 
We have had 4 sections in this complex 
before with Lowry’s proving to be a real 
stopper when first discovered. Now it is 
just too easy for competition so we simply 
used it as an access route to Long Crag. 
This is a very innocent looking steep track 
straight off a forest road but with a good 
stony base. I reckoned on a 3 or 4 score 
here but again grip was plentiful and we 
could have gone beyond the section ends 
board. Another zero. Maybe some work 
for the summer to lengthen it. On further 
into the woods brought us to Ladyside and 
the weather was now closing in with cloud, 
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rain and snow showers. This section starts 
fairly flat through some mature trees with 
cross roots to catch out the unwary then 
out into the open with a wicked rising left-
hander on a peat bog and then uphill. 
There were some already awaiting to go 
and much discussion about how to tackle 
it. Stuart Bartlett in his MG Midget created 
some garage time for himself by taking it 
far too quickly, leaving a Midget shaped 
impression on a forestry commission 
prized sample by comprehensively 
crunching the near side front wing. The 
headlight did a good impression of one of 
those fancy Citroens of years ago that had 
headlights designed to shine around 
corners. Weird.  
 
Mark Milne, passengering for Duncan 
Stephens in the Melos pointed out that his 
pilot was gradually shedding clothes as 
the trial progressed. Heaven helped us 
with some snow as we really didn’t want to 
see what else he had on underneath! We 
took it nice and steady on the section until 
just before the bend then buried the Hush 
Puppy into the Axminster with no chance 
at all but you have to try eh? Pumping the 
tyres up led to us nearly turning into 
snowmen but it stopped as quickly as it 
had started. 
 
It was then on to Wythop Woods for the 
second part of the day, full of joy at some 
notable successes. However a deviation 
into Keswick for a drop of juice found the 
nominated garage closed for some 
maintenance meaning a cross-town trek, 
through road works to another garage. 
Paying up led to the assistant giving me a 
knowing smile that must be interpreted as 
a “You must need your head examined, 
mate” kind of thing having seen Baldrick 
outside covered in copious quantities of 
Cumbrian countryside. I bid a hasty retreat 
in case I had left some behind on her nice 
clean forecourt!  
 
Our next challenge was to be Routen 
Romp where we found a good queue of 

bikes and cars lined up going nowhere. 
After some time we approached the start 
line with Chris Veevers in his little Austin 
in front. He had been having problems the 
previous day with the charging circuit that 
required a very last minute dynamo 
rebuild. The car then decided not to start 
so he beckoned us on. 
 
 Last year I stopped just above the restart 
line but gave it all this time and with a bit 
of wheelspin got to the deviation and then 
on to the last steep part and a clean. 
Unfortunately the section was cancelled 
soon after, mine being the last run, as the 
delays were causing too many potential 
problems further on. What a shame. It was 
here that Chris decided to retire 
unfortunately, but he was extremely 
grateful to Jonathan Toulmin for a tow out 
of the forest.  
 
For me and some others Falcon’s Crest 
could be a good section but the previous 
days weather conspired to ruin that and 
the quagmire at the bottom meant an 
unwelcomed 11 on the score card. 
Hopefully next year it will come into its 
own? Despite the North Lakes forests 
covering many acres it is surprising just 
how few potential new sections are 
available so when Forestry Enterprise put 
in a new track for extraction work we 
viewed it with delight.  
 
Earlier in the year we did some testing 
and it proved to be a potential competitive 
section and called it Brown’s Challenge 
after our Forestry Enterprise contact. 
Unfortunately for me the rain of previous 
days had caused a thick morass of quality 
northern crud at the start and despite a 
good run off the hard road surface another 
11 on the card was not welcomed at all. 
Section 12 was well known to me from the 
Northern as I have marshalled it, video’d it 
and driven it a few times.  
 
However I have never cleaned Little 
Cockup despite all sorts of cunning and 
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devious plans including a wall of death 
type entry to the infamous left hand bend. 
This time I had no such plans of 
substance but reaching the bend 
slackened off to prevent burying the front 
end into the banking and then flooring the 
throttle. We took the bend then slowed 
almost to a stop on the bottom of the hill 
but with much sawing of the wheel and 
plenty of revs picked up speed and literally 
shot out of the top, almost ending up in 
the ditch on the other side of the road. 
Brilliant, absolutely brilliant and the in-car 
video is evidence of the celebration. 
 
Folllowing that euphoria we set off for the 
last section in Wythop, Lothwaite Side. 
This has been used by the VSCC for 
years on the Lakeland Trial and also the 
Northern for some time. Once again with 
plenty of rock on show it was 15psi, which 
I could have upped to 18 I think. The only 
really difficult part was going to be the 
sharp left hander half way up on a rocky 
slab which is also quite slippery. I had 
taken this very wide last year and with a 
degree of wheelspin got round OK. This 
year there was no need to alter a 
successful plan and that’s what it proved 
to be. However I was able to take it easy 
to the exit from the forest as the set-up 
team had shortened the section from last 
year. Another zero. Nice!  
 
Stopping briefly to inflate the tyres and 
have a quick chat with David and Carla in 
the Ford Model A we set of on the cross 
country run of 13 miles to the Northern’s 
favourite, Sandale. This section has 
changed also over the years particularly 
following some possibly illegal work by a 
farmer when he pulled all the gorse 
bushes out from the sides of the section. It 
still remains a hill to clean, once again not 
by me up to this time. Ground clearance 
on here can be an issue with my 
underbody simply sitting on to the middle 
of the ruts through the restart line last 
year. The plan was to go as fast as 
possible all the way up, no finesse, just 

grunt! The ruts already made by the 
previous entrants looked to be well down 
to the stony surface and we got very good 
grip all the way to the restart area when 
the dreaded thick and deep mud 
appeared. I kept the foot down, ploughed 
through the deviation, penalty for hitting a 
marker if you got off line, and then 
seesawed one way and ‘toher to the end 
and popped out onto the road. What a 
feeling! I’ve cleaned Sandale, one of only 
11 this year! I have threatened to make 
some stickers along the lines of Second 
World War fighter pilots ‘kill’ markers in 
the past. Time to do some ‘Ive Cleaned 
Sandale And Have The Mud To Prove It”? 
 
We were then off for a short run over 
Catlands Hill with superb views over the 
Solway Firth to our last section, 
Carlislegate Lane. This, so the local 
farmer told me, used to be used as a rally 
section years ago but I‘m not sure just 
what kind of rally that would be. Certainly 
when I first discovered it I thought that it 
would just do as a new section to 
introduce but in the mean time the farmer 
had taken to running up it in his tractor. 
This had removed the covering of grass 
but also accentuated the deep ruts so it 
needed a decent speed to get over the 
parts when the floor pan bellied out. I don’t 
think this bothered too many people 
although Hamish White in the big Alvis 
would have walked it normally had not the 
engine died on him. Also Peter Masters in 
the little Suzuki Alto put up a spirited 
attempt considering he was running 
standard ride height.  
 
Surely there is an argument to pursue to 
create a small capacity FWD class to 
temp new entrants into the sport as these 
kinds of vehicle are available at 
ridiculously cheap cost these days and will 
give good performance and the chance to 
win a class before trading up to the big 
boys of FWD? Another 0 for us made a 
nice entry on the final results.  
 



42 

BSW Accounting Services 
 

Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
Self Employed, need help with your accounts or self assessment tax return on 

line?  Need to set up a Limited Company? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

VAT   PAYE  NIC Pensions  Capital & Annual Investment allowances 
P&L Balance Sheet  Cash book  Purchase & Sale Books Cash Flow 

 
Free 1st consultation to work through options 

Contact - Barbara.selkirk@bswservices.co.uk 
www.bswservices.co.uk    01584 814594/ 07722 820933 

P D Q 
MoT 

The best in 
Exeter and 

beyond 
 

Unit 5,  
1O5, Summerway, 

Exeter, 
EX4 8DP  
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All that was 
needed now 
was to go for 
the  f i na l 
special test, 
which we 
have set out 
as a long, fast 
run in the last 
few years, 
s o m e t h i n g 
that everyone 
likes. A 43.50 
was about as 
good as I 
could do 
before setting 
off for the 
finish venue, 
a good crack 
w i t h 
c o m p e t i t o r s 
and officials 
alike and the famous Stocksman meal. 
 
My best trial ever from my performance 
results. I felt that I couldn’t have done 
much better on any section. It was just 
unfortunate that Routen Romp was 
cancelled as that would have caused a 
complete change in the final results and 
the spread of weather was interesting to 
say the least but we have had it good in 

recent years so were due something 
different. You just have to remind yourself 
that it is the same for everyone. Very 
many thanks to all the entrants and 
marshals for another cracker. A particular 
mention must be made of those 
volunteers, almost all non Fell Side Auto 
Club members, who do the vital jobs that 
prevent them from actually seeing any 
action, gate marshalling, course clean-up 

and the signing on 
and off team. To them 
a special thanks. 

Myke Pocock and John Blakeley, Skoda Estelle, on I’m Back Darlling 
(Photo by Dave Cook) 

 
 
Ian Ibbotson,  
Royal Enfield 
Bullet, on I’m 
Back Darling 
 
(Photo by Dave 
Cook) 
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Motorcycle 
Championships 
 
Hi. 
 
Well this year the motorcycle 
championships seem a bit down on 
numbers. So I ask those that have not 
rejoined yet to get their entries in. 
 
Even if you do not plan to compete this 
year, the ACTC does a lot of work to keep 
Classic Long Distance Trials going and is 
well worth joining for this reason. Also you 
get Restart magazine. Tell your friends 
about the ACTC also. 
 

Championship Places: 
The Red Rose Bowl so far All Lidgate is 
leading with 30 points against Simon Eddy 
followed by last years champion Geoff 
Westcott then Peter and Shani Adams. 
 
In the Pouncy League David Craddock 
leading with brother Andrew Craddock 
second. Philip Sanders third Richard 
Dawe (He started the motorcycle 
championships off you know) fourth and 
Chris Lidstone fifth. 
 
Early days yet though. 
 
All the best, 
 

Stephen Bailey 
Motorcycle coordinator 
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David Craddock 12 8 NE 20
Andrew Craddock 8 11 NE 19
Philip Sanders 8 NE 9 17
Richard Dawe NE 5 8 13
Chris Lidstone NE 12 NE 12
Edward Griffin NE 9 NE 9
Ian Jones 8 NE NE 8
Ian Myers 2 6 NE 8
Stephen Kingstone NE NE 8 8
Stephen Bailey NE 7 NE 7
Keith Johnston 2 NE NE 2
Tom Beckerleg NS NS NE 0
Julien Slade NE NE NE 0

Al Lidgate 8 10 12 30
Simon Eddy 12 12 NE 24
Geoff Westcott 8 9 NE 17
PeterAdams 2 7 NE 9

ACTC Championship points

Key. NE = Non Entry.  NS = Non Starter. R = Retired. EC/SC = Entered Car/Solo Class.

RED ROSE

POUNCY LEAGUE
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SECTION “DEFINITELY” 
ENDS 

by Dennis Greenslade 
 

I  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  p r o v i d i n g 
“retrospective” reports on trials since 
the 2002 November edition of Restart 
magazine. It began with the year 1962 

when the 115bhp Volvo P1800 sports was 
a popular car of the day and in early 1980,
the date of coverage in the last edition of 
Section Ends, the 200bhp Audi Quattro 
had just been announced. I have enjoyed 
researching, making contact with many for 
photographs and preparing the reports 
that I trust brought back memories to 
some readers and provided later entrants 
to classic trials with an indication of the 
severity or otherwise of events at the time.  
The reports have required a considerable 
amount of effort and with the continued 
popularity of The Grand Tour – Cape to 
Cape, for which I am the Event Director; 
my time is at a premium. The first eight 
Tours, which combine the disciplines of 
historic rallies and classic reliability trials, 
have now raised more than £420,000 for 
M a c m i l l a n 
C a n c e r 
Support. In 
addition I still 
compete in 
historic rallies 
around the 
continent and 
will continue to 
par take in 
s e l e c t e d 
classic trials in 
my Mazda 
MX5. 
 
For me the 
trials reports 
began with a 
Hillman Imp 
a n d  h a v e 
ended with a Volkswagen Brasilia. By the 
beginning of 1980 I had managed to win 

three Triple Awards, two MCC Annual 
Team Championships and several classic 
trials championships including the national 
David Paull Trophy. In the following years 
I added another five Triples – eight in all, a 
feat achieved or beaten only by Eric Wall 
and David Haizelden, although possibly 
Dudley Sterry falls into that category. The 
Crackington Cup has been in my hands 
on three occasions, once with a 
Volkswagen Beetle and twice with a 
Reliant Scimitar SS1 and another four 
MCC Annual Team Championships have 
been achieved. During this later period as 
a navigator I also won the international 
Rally of the Tests, a recreation of the early 
RAC Rally of Great Britain, second overall 
on Rallye Atlantique, third on Liege-
Brescia-Liege and fourth on the Monte 
Carlo Challenge and as a driver/navigator 
a finisher on the long distance London – 
Sydney Marathon and the Trial to the Nile.  
Now seventy years of age I still intend to 
compete and look forward to meeting 
many friends made in trials and rallies 
over the years.  
 
Good luck to you all.  

Dennis and the Mazda on Simms, 2012 
Exeter Trial         (Photo by Dave Cook) 
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Dennis and Tricia Greenslade 
Celebrating a “triple” Triple and winning the Crackington Cup 1992 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                                                                   £13.99 
 

Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre-ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating                                £9.99 
 

Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                  £4.80 
Box 10 special price                                           £42.20 
 

CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                  £8.50 
Box 10 special price                                           £76.50 

Petrol Power Eco Max One Shot Boost 
Increases power and MPG. Reduces emissions. 
Cleans injectors fast. Adds up to 3 octane numbers 
250ml treats 60 litres petrol                                 £5.99 
 

CVL Turbo 
An ultra high performance octane booster for use with 
unleaded petrol to maximise engine performance. 
Adds up to 4 octane numbers. Ideal for turbo engines. 
Provides flame front control to increase resistance to 
high speed detonation and mechanical damage. 
500ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                £10.49 
 

Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres       £10.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres                                          £7.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£9.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Telephone 01460 66434 
Visit our new Online Shop @ 

www.vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

 

Whitchurch 

MOT 
Centre 

 

Adrian Marfell 
01600 890218 

 

 
  Air Cooled VW Experts 

  Class 4 Beetles a speciality 

  Tyre Racks 

  Sumpguards 

  Turn-Key Cars 

  In fact, everything you need 
to keep your trials VW 
competitive 

Just off the A40 between Ross and 
Monmouth,  where the Kyrle starts 
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Championship 
Chat 
 
Firstly, a thank you to all of you who sent 
their 2012 entries back promptly and 
enabled me to get such a lot sorted out 
early. Unfortunately entries to the various 
championship and subscriptions to Restart 
are down on last year, due no doubt, to 
the poor economic situation, but there’s 
still time for you to join if this copy of 
Restart you’re reading is not your own, or 
for any friends or relatives that are 
interested in classic trialling to come and 
join us. The 2012 entry form is available 
on the ACTC Website. 
 
Over on the hills it’s business as usual, 
although there does seem to be a spate of 
results to be declared final, so view the 
car tables (included elsewhere I hope) 
with care, but still let me know if you think 
you’ve been over- or under-scored, 
please. Incidentally, such is the honesty of 
trial folk that the incidence of queries of 
people being given scores which are too 
high far outweighs those questioning 
low marks. 
 
The Wheelspin has seen three different 
winners of the four one-day events held so 
far. Two of those victories have gone to 
Dean Partington who leads the table 
from his fellow WASP driver Mike 
Chatwin with double-trials champion 
Duncan Stephens and Tris White third 
and fourth. The last two competitors in 
double figures at this point of the season 
are Keith Sanders and Bill Bennett. 
 
It’s Bill who also leads the Crackington 
after the Northern Trial, hotly pursued by 
Duncan Stephens, Mike Chatwin, John 
Bel l ,  James Shal lcross, Dean 
Partington and Keith Sanders. No doubt 

those positions will change by the time I 
come to report on the half-time position in 
June. One special mention here for David 
Golightly, who follows Keith in the tables 
driving his venerable Ford Model ‘A’ and 
winning class 2 on the Cotswold Clouds. 
 
The ever-present Liz Bennett leads the 
Navigator’s League by some distance at 
the moment from a couple of new names, 
Neil Forrest, bouncing for Vic Lockley in 
class 6 and Christine Andrew pointing 
Anthony in the correct direction also in 
class 6. 
 
Team Eastwood, named for the newest 
member club of the ACTC, and 
comprising Charles Knifton, Stuart 
Bartlett, Dean Partington and Mike 
Chatwin lead the Troll Trophy as I write. 
Hardly surprising actually, as Team 
Eastwood are the only entrants so far this 
year. If anyone wishes to enter a team 
then they would still have time and events 
to make a competition of it. 
 
I won’t see as many of you out and about 
this year as in the past because as you 
will know one of my potential drivers has 
disposed of his car and the other is having 
a quiet 2012 as far as trials are 
concerned. However, I hope to be back for 
the Kyrle so I shall hope to see some 
familiar faces on that event. And who 
knows I might turn up with the marshal’s 
jacket on others! 
 
Good luck with your trialling for the rest of 
2012 
 
 

Chris Phillips 
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Wheelspin Table 2012 After:
Exe Clee Exm CotC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tal All CaCl Ttl Events

Dean Partington 10 6 10 26 3
Michael Chatwin 6 5 6 9 26 4
Duncan Stephens 1 10 8 19 3
Tris White 10 9 19 2
Keith Sanders 8 2 8 18 3
Bill Bennett 5 4 7 16 3
Gary Browning 9 9 1
James Shallcross 5 4 9 2
Simon Groves 7 7 1
Eric Wall 5 2 7 2
John Wilton 7 7 1
Kevin Barnes 1 5 6 2
Charles Knifton 6 6 1
John Bell 5 5 1
Dick Bolt 5 5 1
Harry Butcher 5 5 1
Barry Clarke 5 5 1
Nick Farmer 5 5 1
David Haizelden 5 5 1
Richard Houlgate 5 5 1
Michael Leete 3 2 5 2
James Smith 5 5 1
Rob Wells 5 5 1
John White 5 5 1
Nicola Butcher 5 5 1
Courtney Yandle 5 5 1
Andrew Rippon 4 4 1
David Golightly 3 3 1
Peter Mountain 3 3 1
Richard Peck 3 3 1
Colin Perryman 3 3 1
Stephen Potter 3 3 1
Alan Selwood 3 3 1
David Symons 3 3 1
Caroline Ugalde 3 3 1
David Miller 3 3 1
Roger Goldthorpe 2 2 1
Colin Biles 1 1 1
Vic Lockley 1 1 1
John Ludford 1 1 1
Dudley Sterry 1 1 1
Duncan Welch 1 1 1

Date 1/3/2012Northern

Navigator's League After:
Exe Clee Exm CotC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tal All CaCl Ttl Events

Liz Bennett 5.0 10.0 10.3 8.6 10.5 44.4 5
Christine Andrew 7.5 8.8 16.3 2
Neil Forrest 9.5 6.8 16.3 2
Peter Goode 11.0 11.0 1
Kevin Edwards 10.3 10.3 1
Lorraine Rippon 9.6 R 9.6 1
James Curtis 9.4 9.4 1
Donny Allen 9.0 9.0 1
Pat Toulmin 8.4 8.4 1
Carlie Hart 7.0 7.0 1
Chris Phillips 4.0 4.0 1
Sue Ludford 1.0 1.0 1

Date 1/3/2012Northern
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Crackington Table 2012 After:
Exe Clee Exm CotC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tal All CaCl Ttl Events

Bill Bennett 5.0 10.0 10.3 8.6 10.5 44.4 5
Duncan Stephens 11.0 8.6 11.0 10.8 41.4 4
Michael Chatwin 10.0 6.8 11.0 9.4 37.2 4
John Bell 11.0 9.3 7.6 8.5 36.4 4
James Shallcross 5.0 10.5 9.4 10.3 35.2 4
Dean Partington 11.0 7.8 3.0 10.4 32.2 4
Keith Sanders 10.6 10.4 10.5 31.5 3
David Golightly 9.0 10.6 9.5 29.1 3
John White 5.0 10.3 8.0 23.3 3
Brian Andrew 8.5 6.8 7.8 23.1 3
Rob Wells 5.0 9.6 8.5 23.1 3
Dick Bolt 5.0 7.6 10.0 22.6 3
David Haizelden 5.0 8.4 9.2 22.6 3
Michael Leete 3.0 8.3 10.2 21.5 3
Richard Houlgate 5.0 8.0 8.0 21.0 3
Tris White 10.6 10.0 20.6 2
Gary Browning 10.5 9.8 20.3 2
Jonathan Toulmin 8.6 8.4 17.0 2
Vic Lockley 9.5 6.8 16.3 2
Stuart Bartlett 5.6 10.4 16.0 2
Harry Butcher 5.0 10.8 15.8 2
James Smith 5.0 10.2 R 15.2 2
Nicola Butcher 5.0 10.0 15.0 2
Kevin Barnes 1.0 R 3.0 9.8 13.8 3
Stuart Highwood 0.0 5.0 8.8 13.8 2
Eric Wall 5.0 7.0 12.0 2
John Ludford 1.0 R 9.0 10.0 2
Andrew Rippon 9.6 R 9.6 1
Peter Jones 9.4 9.4 1
Michael Pocock 9.2 9.2 1
Mal Allen 9.0 9.0 1
Anthony Andrew 8.8 8.8 1
Simon Groves 8.8 8.8 1
Charles Knifton 0.0 8.4 8.4 1
Simon Woodall 8.0 8.0 1
David Miller 3.0 5.0 8.0 2
Caroline Ugalde 3.0 4.8 7.8 2
Dave Broom 7.6 7.6 1
Luke Blaber 7.4 7.4 1
Duncan Welch 7.4 7.4 1
Peter Hart 7.0 7.0 1
Dudley Sterry 1.0 4.0 2.0 7.0 3
Roger Goldthorpe 0.0 6.8 6.8 1
John Wilton 6.6 6.6 1
Peter Mountain 3.0 3.0 R 6.0 2
Richard Banbury 5.6 5.6 1
Tony Branson 5.0 5.0 1
Barry Clarke 5.0 5.0 1
Ian Davis 5.0 R 5.0 1
Nick Farmer 5.0 5.0 1
Courtney Yandle 5.0 5.0 1
Nick Cross 4.8 4.8 1
Robert Hodgkinson 4.0 4.0 1
Lee Peck 4.0 4.0 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith 3.0 3.0 1
Colin Perryman 3.0 R R 3.0 1
Stephen Potter 3.0 3.0 1
Alan Selwood 3.0 3.0 1
David Symons 3.0 3.0 1
Richard Peck 3.0 3.0 1
David Jackson 2.0 0.0 2.0 1
Derek Tyler R 2.0 2.0 1
Colin Biles 1.0 1.0 1

Date 1/3/2012Northern
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REIS Classic Reliability Trials 
Championship 2012: 
 
The story so far 
 

T he First 3 rounds of the 2012 
championship have resulted in 3 
class wins for 2011 champion 
Keith Sanders, continuing his 

complete domination with the all 
conquering Reliant SS. Who can take him 
on in class 5? With class wins in the Clee 
Hills and Cotswold Clouds, Duncan 
Stephens Dutton Melos in class 7 is now 
Keiths closest challenger, in spite of losing 
out to both Tristan White in the VW 
powered Imp and Andrew Rippon's VW 
Baja in the North Devon Exmoor.  
 
In third place is Bill Bennett in the 
venerable J2 MG, who although 
benefitting points wise from a welcome 
revival of support in class 2, now faces 
serious challenges in the class from the 
later TC Midget of John Bell who deprived 
him of a class win on the Clee, and both 
David Golightly's effectively modified 
Model A Ford Special and Dave Wall in 
the very competitve ex Peter Treliving 
Austin 7 on the Cotswold Clouds, neither 
of whom however are ASWMC 
contenders (yet!)  
 
5 times champion David Haizelden is in 
4th place, but the challenge from the Pug 
205s in class 1 is now serious, and both 
James Shallcross and Nic Cleal have 
already managed to beat him this season, 
James is only 3 points behind Dave in 
spite of missing the Cotswold Clouds, Nic 
not as yet a registered contender(?)  
 
Also with only two rounds completed Tris 
White is in a strong position in equal 5th 
with James, while top of class 6 is 
Holsworthy's Brian Andrew having at last 
found reliability after many teething 
problems with his latest Beetle.  
 

Please note that the weekend of the 
Chairman's trial (Feb 26 )will be the last 
chance to register for the championship if 
points already earned are to be allowed to 
count. This applies to regular contestants 
such as Dudley Sterry and Andrew Rippon 
and any new prospective contenders.  
 
We welcome six new contenders already 
for 2012; Caroline and Roger Ugalde, 
Nigel Moss, Rodney Thorne, Antony 
Andrew and Alan Spencer, We would also 
very much like to enrol such as Lester 
Keat and Nic Cleal to add interest in the 
championship, and of course any other 
new recruits.  
 
Although we now have no less than 
sixteen qualifying rounds in the 
championship (3 more than the ACTC!) 
only the highest scoring 8 are counted, so 
that missing several rounds is no problem.  
 
This Sunday (Feb.19th 2pm) saw the 
ASWMC 2011 awards presentation at 
Colyford (East Devon) Memorial Hall 
when Keith Sanders was awarded the 
2011 Classic Trials championship trophy 
and David Robinson the Mike Hinde Car 
Trials trophy, among the other ASWMC 
champions and award winners.  
 
 
Brian Alexander  
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
3rd March Derbyshire VSCC * 
4th March March Hare Falcon ACTC invite 
4th March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
11th March Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 
17th March Herefordshire VSCC * 
25th March Torbay Torbay MC Championship (C/M) 
6th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
7th April Scottish VSCC * 
9th April Presidents Camel Vale * 
14th April Kimber MGCC * 
15th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
13th May Ilkley Ilkley MC Championship (C/M) 
    
8th July Testing Trial MCC  
    
9th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
15th September Yoirkshire VSCC * 
6th October Edinburgh Trial MCC Championship (C/M) 
6th October Welsh VSCC * 
14th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
21st October Tarka North Devon MC Championship (M) 
28th October Tamar Launceston Championship (C/M) 
3rd November Lakeland VSCC * 
4th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
11th November Hardy Woolbridge ACTC invite 
25th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
25th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
2nd December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 
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