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EDITORIAL 

Editor: Mrs Pat Toulmin 
Northbrook                                                             Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands                                                      Jonathan Toulmin 
Heath End                                                             Tel: 01789 731332     
Snitterfield                                                              jonathan@toulmin.info                    
Stratford on Avon                                            
CV37 0PP                                                      
Tel:   01789 731332                                                ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
pat@toulmin.info                                                                
 
I like coincidence and in this issue of Restart we have two instances! Firstly in both my 
Ilkley report and Jeremy Slatter’s Taw & Torridge report mention is made of two of the 
motorsport disciplines being enjoyed on the same weekend this year, much like it was in 
the 1930s and beyond. Classic trials and sprinting / hillclimbing seem to go well 
together, although these days mostly drivers have to have a separate car for each, so 
great to read that Jeremy used his Troll both at Wiscombe Speed Hillclimb and the Taw 
& Torridge. Not sure J would like to hillclimbing a Troll, especially at a challenging 
course like Wiscombe, so well done Jeremy, The second coincidence is that Dennis has 
featured Eric and Di Wall in their Canhi in the 1970s and they were out in the same car 
on Stroud’s ‘Not the Ebworth Trial’ this year. I asked Dave Cook for three random 
photos of this trial and theirs was one he chose to send.  
 
Holsworthy M.C's Taw and Torridge Trial kicked off the second half of the 2011 REIS 
ASWMC Classic trials championship on Sunday 9th September. Tristan White and 
Claire Rippon from Camel Vale in their class 8 Troll put up an impressive performance 
to win outright by remaining clean all day, 8 points ahead of the nearest challenger, 
Torbay's Keith Sanders in the (customary!) class 5 winning Reliant Scimitar.  
 
5 times champion David Haizelden in the VW Golf is again beginning to dominate class 
1, finishing 9 points ahead of James Shallcross in the leading Peugeot, while ASWMC 
contenders Bill Bennett (MG) and Stephen Glover and Andrew Rippon's VWs achieved 
wins in classes 2, 6 and 7, although unfortunately Bill and Stephen did not qualify for 
maximum points due to low class entries. Simon Groves was 2nd in the 15 strong class 
8 making it a Camel Vale Troll 1-2, These Trolls are becoming difficult to beat.  
 
Only in class 3 were ASWMC championship contenders not victorious, Launceston's 
Dick Bolt (21 points) having to settle for 3rd place in the tightly fought Escort battle 
behind the duelling Holworthy pair of Arnie Martin (15) and Colin Jeffery(19)  Keith 
Sanders thus retains his slender lead in the championship from David Haizelden. With 
already six class wins and no serious competition in class 5 Keith is well set for a 
maximum score and will be difficult to beat. However with 3 wins and still 7 events to go 
current champion Dave may well equal this, which would bring the tie breaking rules into 
force once again. Another man who needs watching however is certainly Tris White, 
although the much tougher competition in class 8 sets him a truly formidable task with 
the Troll.  Thanks to Brian Alexander for this information. 
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Quite often in this column I bang on about 
the threats that might kill our sport. The 
“tree-huggers” are a continuing threat, and 
one of my crusades is the lack of people 
willing to organise. This year has shown a 
new threat – the absence of competitors. 
All the events this year have shown a 
marked drop in the number of contenders. 
Although the figures for the RPT&T didn’t 
seem too bad, the Exmoor Clouds, which 
normally musters a good 120, managed a 
paltry 57, split evenly between 28 cars 
and 29 bikes. Whilst I was worrying about 
how low these numbers seem, a message 
was posted on the internet that North 
Devon’s Tarka, a bike championship 
round but not for cars, has just five entries 
with only 10 days to go. Doing the maths 
for the Clee Hills Trial, the costs required 
by our various landowners meant that the 
event needs 60 entries just to break 
even – a level that was not achieved last 
year.  
 
I found it interesting that of the 28 cars on 
the Exmoor Clouds, 16 were in class 8. Is 
this reflection on the style of trial that Dick 
Hutchings puts on, a comment on the 
level of cost of running a class 8 car when 
compared to a saloon, or something to do 
with the level of enthusiasm which pushes 
people towards class 8? The five class 8s 
that turned up the following weekend for 
the Tamar would suggest that the latter 
theory has no ground in reality, although it 
is worth noting that the Tamar bucked the 
current trend across the board. Perhaps 
the presentation that won the event “Trial 
of the Year” last year was something that 
gelled with all the competitors, wanting 
them to come back this year for more? 
 

Class A is for British bikes. There is a 
large number of these bikes that compete 
in ACU and AMCA events all over the 
country as part of “pre-65” series of 
various sorts. They are a great potential 
source of competitors, but their bikes don’t 
have lights. Currently our rules preclude 
these machines for that reason but as we 
try to drum up better numbers surely it is 
foolish to exclude a portion of the pool. At 
the May ACTC council it was decided to 
allow machines without lights, but to put 
the onus on individual organisers to 
specify whether or not lights should be a 
requirement. An event run in the 
shortened daylight of late January is going 
to need bikes to have lights, but one run in 
Yorkshire in May is not.  
 
At the moment, the non-requirement for 
lights is a blanket one across all classes 
so there is the potential for someone to 
turn up on a modern one-day trials bike 
and run rings around the current class B 
trail bikes. It is my belief that this is not 
going to happen; although some of you 
may remember that John Kenny used 
such a machine (albeit fitted with some 
lights) on the Edinburgh a couple of years 
ago). Its not going to happen because (1) 
there are enough events for these 
machines anyway (2) the riders would 
become bored very quickly unless they 
are serious pot hunting saddoes, in which 
case (3) the rest of the fraternity would 
apply social pressure on such persons to 
change their ways. Although a straw poll 
of riders over the summer suggested that 
the current contenders were not keen on 
this change, it is being done for financial 
reasons and therefore I hope that all 
concerned will bear with us. 
 
A question that is often asked amongst 
those that take a close interest in technical 
matters is to understand at what point 
does a car that has been “modified 
beyond permitted limits” and running in 
class 7a become an out and out special 
and obliged to move to class 8? It does 
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A s far as I am concerned summer 
ends with the Edinburgh Trial. 
So this year being car-less I 
signed up to marshal and with a 

friend we left Ross-on-Wye at 1.30 am on 
a dry warm night and headed for 
Derbyshire where we were marshalling on 

‘Black Harry’. The closure of the M5 
delayed us a little as we were diverted 
around some of the grottier bits of 
Birmingham before we could get onto the 
M6.  
 
We eventually made it to our allocated 
rendezvous at 4.30 am. The track into 
‘Black Harry’ was the driest and dustiest I 
have ever seen it. We parked up and the 
chief ‘man’, John Wilton of Trojan fame 
asked us to look after the section ends. 
We trudged up the hill in the darkness and 
I thought the surface was not its usual 
self; it would appear a large amount of 
stone scalpings had been used to fill in the 
ruts. We said “hello” to the restart team 
and continued up to our finish. I had 
bought along a number of radios so we 

Sect’
s 

Spin 

not seem right to council that the “anything 
goes” philosophy of class 7a is considered 
to be a level playing field with the tight 
controls that are put on the “accepted 
specification” kit cars that compete in 
under class 7c. Although there is not 
percieved to be a problem with any of the 
cars running in 7a at present, council 
thought that it might be apposite to put 
some guidelines in place now before there 
is a problem.  
The idea is based on the rules that the 
SVA test uses to determine whether a kit 
car should retain its original donor 
registration, or if a Q-plate is deemed 
more appropriate. Thus each of the main 
vehicle components; front axle; rear axle; 
engine; suspension; steering; wheel 
diameters etc; is allocated a points value. 
Major components; in the sense of those 
which might give more competitive 
advantage; are allocated a higher value 
than those regarded as more trivial. A 
vehicle whose points count remains below 
the threshold remains in class 7a, creep 
above it and a move to class 8 is called 
for.  
 
This system will allow constructors 
freedom to change the components on a 

car that they want to change to suit their 
own requirements, but ensuring that it’s 
not possible to go mad and change 
everything. A full document “Guidelines for 
the construction of class 7a cars” will be 
published before Christmas and posted on 
the website. I would reassure anyone who 
is worried about their car that the current 
crop of vehicles has bee analysed by the 
proposed system, and I will reiterate that 
non of the current contenders will be 
asked to change class. 
 
I’d just like to finish with a plug for the 
association’s main social event of the 
season; the annual Dinner and Awards 
Presentation. Next year’s event is 
scheduled to take place at the Padbrook 
Park Hotel in Cullompton – as usual- on 
the 16th June. It’s a great fun event, not at 
all formal and a great opportunity to talk 
trials with like minded enthusiasts. Put the 
day in your diary now – assuming you 
have already bought your diary for 2012 – 
if you haven’t then why not buy an ACTC 
Calendar. 12 pictures of your fellow 
enthusiasts – one for each month. Just 
£10 from Pat Toulmin. 
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had full radio contact to all points on the 
hill,which made for easy scoring and hill 
control. Set up chairs behind a low stone 
wall and then sat back to contemplate a 
wonderful clear star filled night sky.  
 
We were eventually disturbed by the 
arrival of the first bikes that were early so 
it was time to start observing. In fact we 
did not have much to do, just recording 
the passage as if there were any dramas 
on this bone dry section they happened at 
the restart. We had noticed a glow in the 
sky behind us and just thought it was the 
lights of a big town, but it got brighter and 
from behind a hill rose the most 
magnificent sun-rise, a huge orange ball in 
the sky. We now started to shed layers of 
clothing as the sun warmed things up. The 
cars started to arrive and because we 
were just beyond the ‘Section End’ sign 
many stopped for a sociable chat, all very 
enjoyable. 
 
Then suddenly the course-closing car 
arrived and it was all over. We walked 
down the hill and decided the restart on 
polished rock would have been difficult if 
wet. We set off for home after first 
stopping for a look at Monsal Head with 
Putwell in the distance and then Ashton-
in-the-Water for a pot of tea and scones. 
What a good event and only dust to brush 
off the kit. 
 
I am sure you will be reminded 
somewhere else in the magazine. Do not 
forget to get your small spill kit for 2012; 
you WILL need it for the Exeter Trial. 
 
I was recently having a conversation with 
a few motor sport types and the subject of 
road rallies came up, specifically road 
rallies. Now it is generally accepted that 
rallies evolved from the long distance 
regularity trials such as the Lands End. 
But we were wondering when navigational 
rallies started. By navigational we mean 
using maps and map references and 
features to plot a route and timing using 

scheduled time or regularity time. We all 
agree that there is much evidence post 
WW2 with many clubs, large and small 
organising road rallies. Ordnance Survey 
maps have had grid lines on them since 
the early 1900s which allowed a route to 
be defined by map references. So when 
were the first navigational rallies run? If 
you have any views or ideas please let me 
have them at stuartharrold@btinternet.
com  
 
I plan to be out and about on the Allen 
Trial doing a bit of marshalling and hope 
to see lots of you competing. Let’s hope 
the weather is a little warmer than last 
year’s wall to wall frost, although the 
countryside did look great in its white 
coating. 
 
The ACTC differential testing machine 
exists and has been used on some trials 
where it proved very effective. The 
machine is currently stored at the 
premises of Ross & District Motor Sports 
Club. At the last ACTC council meeting it 
was decided that, 1, a clear set of 
instructions for operating the machine 
need to be written and 2, a means of 
transporting the machine from trial to trial 
is required. For transport a van or 
reasonable sized trailer is needed. If you 
could help with either of these 
requirements please contact an ACTC 
officer. 

Stuart Harrold 

 

Don’t forget to 
send off your 
2012 ACTC  
Entry Form 
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MCC Lands End Trial – 
Northern Alps 

by John Kenny 
 

S omeone asked me if I find the 
MCC trials easy, when compared 
to a regular ACU club trial (which 
I've ridden a few of). "No," I 

replied "they're probably the hardest 
events I've ever done." Whilst the terrain 
isn't as extreme as a full-on feet up trial, 
it's the combination of preparation, long 
journey to the start, long road miles, 
unseen sections and route instructions 
that considerably taxes my addled head at 
3am. Which is probably why I do them. 
 
With some work colleagues (Garry Hirons 
and Charles Whitaker) I had entered the 
Lands End and then spent the intervening 
weeks dwelling on the tedious 100 mile 
"run-in" to the main start. We were all 
entered on Beta Alps and none of us 
found them particularly comfy. 
 
Whilst we entertained thoughts of 
improving the comfort of the bikes, first 
priority was improving our route-following 
equipment. Previously I'd used a simple 
bar-mounted map case but for the Lands 
End we all had roller-type roadbook 
holders, complete with internal lighting. I 
think I laughed out loud the first time I 
road tested it, I couldn't believe how much 
better it was. In addition the route-book, I 
was testing an electronic version of the 
route on my SatNav that Andy Petheric 
had created. Whilst it's no substitute for 
the detail a routebook can give you, it 
does help to keep you on the right track, 
particularly in those sensitive villages we 
pass though in the small hours. 
 
After weeks of thinking and talking about 
it, the day of the trial always seems to 
suddenly loom over the horizon. With the 
bikes loaded on the trailer we headed off 
from the Midlands towards Plusha and 
into the Bank Holiday traffic, which, 
fortunately, didn't hold us up too much. 

The much-vaunted sunny Lands End 
wasn't looking likely as we donned our 
gear, it was overcast, cool and threatening 
showers. We decided to chance it and all 
left our final rain layers off, fingers crossed 
in our gloves that it wasn't a repeat of the 
rather wet Exeter trial. 
 
I prefer the Michaelwood start as I think it 
is more picturesque run to Bridgewater. It 
almost sounds like sacrilege but I find the 
run in from Plusha almost bland in 
comparison but it suits us and so just after 
6pm we were away. After all the 
preparation and anticipation it's good to 
get rolling but within a few hundred meters 
I kept hearing an occasional loud 
"CLANG". 
 
I stopped at the next turning and gave the 
Alp a look over, nothing appeared to be 
amiss to I set off again. Another few 
meters and then another "CLANG" so I 
stopped again. Now it dawned on me, 
stones kicked up off my front tyre were 
hitting my thin carbon fibre sump/splash 
guard which was doing a good impression 
of a drum with each impact.  Noisy, but if 
that was the extent of my problems 
throughout the trial then I'd be happy. 
 
We reached the Haske regularity test on 
schedule, it's an interesting diversion to 
break up the run-in and I think we all 
managed to hit the target time reasonably 
well.  Once the sun sets I find the run-in 
less interesting as there's no scenery to 
enjoy so it was fortunate we reached 
Bridgewater slightly ahead of schedule. 
 
Celia Walton once gave me a great bit of 
advice about night-time period of the MCC 
trials "eat in lieu of sleep" so we attacked 
the canteen with gusto and left soon after 
feeling ever so slightly over-full. It was 
good to have a bit of extra time at 
Bridgewater, to catch up with some of the 
people I've come to know over the recent 
years, to relax and clean the bugs off my 
goggles. 
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Our departure time came up and we 
headed off into the night and off to Felon's 
Oak and our first restart of the trial. We'd 
come up with a strategy where of the 
three of us I was usually sent up the 
section first. This wasn't for tactical 
reasons, simply that I take more time 
faffing about with gloves and goggles at 
the end of the section, so this way Garry 
and Charles don't have to hang about too 
much. 
 
Despite having done the Lands End a few 
times now I'm cursed with a pretty poor 
memory. At each section the guys would 
ask "where does this one go John?" and 
each time I'd reply "haven't the foggiest…" 
Fortunately we all made a good attempt at 
Felon's and carried on into the night. 
 
The revised Crook Horn Hill test was just 
as enjoyable on tarmac and we wound our 
way along that seemingly never-ending 
section of windy road up to the A39 and 
the County Gate Control. Last year, on the 
sidecar with Celia, we'd ran out of fuel on 
that section of road. That year it had been 
a clear night and whilst we refuelled from 
our spare fuel can I remember looking up 
at the stars and reflecting on how 
spectacular they looked. No such luck this 
year, clouds all the way to the horizon. 
 
Having done the Lands End on two, three 
and four wheels the one thing that stands 
out is how the feel of the trial differs. 
Whilst the pace is pretty relaxed no matter 
what you're in, what I feel is that on a bike 
(or three wheels) whilst there's less 
queuing, in a car there's a lot more and 
this at least gives you more time to look 
around, enjoy the scenery and chat to the 
other competitors. 
 
At County Gate I was still a little full from 
Bridgewater but, well, it'd be rude not to 
try a slice of cake seeing as they've gone 
to all the trouble. Back out to the parking 
area Garry noticed his chain had gone as 
tight a bowstring, unusual as they usually 
relax but two minutes with the spanners 
and we were off again. 

The Barbrook petrol halt signalled it was 
time to refill the bikes and ourselves again 
and then off to Beggars Roost and a break 
from restarts for a while. Despite the 
straight run up I managed to give a rock a 
glancing blow and the resulting wobble 
nearly had me off the bike and on my 
face. I just managed to hold it and avoided 
a catastrophe and made my way up the 
rest of the section paying more attention.  
 
We all went up Rodneys Revenge without 
any dramas and winged our way on to the 
Roundswell check. Wandering around the 
assorted bikes I happened upon a fairly 
new Yamaha 660 Tenere, a bike I had 
previously considered before I bought the 
Alp. The owner, Martin Bell, had made a 
few modifications to make it a little more 
manageable off-road and he was kind 
enough to let me sit on it for a while as I 
tried to imagine wrestling it up Blue Hills. 
Perhaps Class C beckons for me 
sometime soon? 
 
Cutliffe Lane was another section we all 
managed to get through without blotting 
our copybooks, things were shaping up 
well. After Cutliffe we'd encountered fog, 
nothing unusual for the Lands End but this 
time it was pretty thick, so much so I was 
struggling to follow the road or Garry and 
Charles ahead of me. Without any 
meaningful reference point to look at I 
actually found the combination of the 
bumpy road and fog a bit too much and I 
reached Sutcombe feeling car-sick, on a 
bike! 
 
This year on Sutcombe I didn't make the 
mistake of stopping for a restart I didn't 
have to and saved myself the 
embarrassment of the blank look from the 
restart marshal. I had to wait a little longer 
after Sutcombe for my stomach to settle 
down before tucking into the tea and 
cakes. 
 
Whilst at Sutcombe I bumped into Pat 
Osborne and his cousin Simon. Pat had 



8 

campaigned an Aprilia Climber for a while 
before moving "up" to a Pegaso and 
Simon was riding a new Alp. Charles and I 
were also on the later model Alp and all 
three were parked together. Looking at the 
bikes side by side it was remarkable how 
each of us had prepared them differently, 
same bikes, same event but different 
approaches to dealing with the route-book 
and carrying spares etc. 
 
The fuel stop at Bradworthy is always a bit 
of an odd one on the Alp, between 
Roundswell and there I seem to use 
hardly any fuel and only seem to manage 
to squeeze in about a litre. Still, it's good 
they open for us at the unearthly hour we 
reach them so every little helps. 
 
Dawn was well and truly breaking as we 
attempted Darracott and our first restart 
for a while. Check, double-check and 
check again. Yep, we DO have a restart. 
We all managed to dispatch this one 
without any fiascos and began to wend 
our way to the Widemouth Bay hold.  
 
Just pulling up at the hold, someone's bike 
was giving out quite a nasty metallic 
screech. We all had a look around and 
checked our own bikes, the culprit was 
Garry's Alp and the wheel bearings were 
shot. Fortunately they hadn't fully 
collapsed and we had a small can of 
WD40 with us so we applied as much as 
we could, crossed our fingers and headed 
on to Crackington. 
  
We crossed the stream at the bottom of 
the section and waited for our turn. Ahead 
of us were tow competitors, a Triumph 
triple sidecar and a guy on a big BMW 
GS. The Triumph set off up the section at 
an alarming pace, I recall being quite 
taken aback by the full-tilt attack but don’t 
recall if they made it up or came back 
down. 
 
Next up was the BMW, I've always 
admired the riders who compete on the 

big adventure bikes as I imagine they 
must be a real handful. Going up or down 
must be challenge enough but the thought 
of trying to turn one around mid-section 
plain scares me. Heroes, every one of 
them. BMW guy went up, it all went quiet 
and then he re-appeared around the 
corner coming back. His descent looked 
pretty scary and there was a lot of slipping 
and sliding going on. He paused alongside 
me "not much grip on road tyres" he said. 
We all looked down in disbelief, and yes, 
road tyres. Superhero. 
 
Charles and I did okay but the lumps and 
bumps of Crackington caught Garry who 
was nursing his Alp through the section, a 
touch too little speed and the mud at the 
end had him. We reached Wilsey Down 
Hotel a touch behind schedule but ready 
for our next Full English. We queued for a 
while before word came back that there 
was a noise test we should have 
completed before signing in. Back out and 
into another queue, no worries for the Alps 
as they're whisper quiet. 
 
Our departure time came up and we 
trundled off towards Warleggan, no restart 
for us and fortunately no surprises. Up 
next were the restarts of Ladyvale and 
Hoskin. Ladyvale seemed pretty benign 
but Hoskin seemed quite loose and there 
were a few sideways slips and wobbles, 
which made sure there was no relaxing for 
a moment. Charles and Garry confirmed 
they'd both made it up clean so thing were 
still looking good for us. 
 
I've dropped the bike on too many tests 
now to risk it for a couple of seconds less 
so I nipped around Bishops Path Test 
about as fast as dared, but not as fast as I 
could. I don't recall Bishops Wood 
normally having a restart for bikes, usually 
it's a section you can have a bit of fun on 
but the resart was perfectly placed to 
avoid that. I lined up for my turn and 
picked what I thought was the best line for 
the restart. Dropping the clutch and giving 
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it a handful I was almost up when the bike 
started sliding and heading sideways. I 
managed to wrestle the Alp forward, not 
the prettiest restart I've ever done but I 
regained my momentum and was feet-up 
by the cut off line. The wait for Garry after 
the section was a little longer than 
expected, as he approached he was 
shaking his head. Ah, no need to ask what 
happened so off we headed. 
 
We checked in at Perranporth, filled up, I 
bought a couple of tokens for the jet-wash 
and we set about cleaning the bikes. I've 
had a few strange looks from other 
competitors when washing the bike there 
but to me it makes perfect sense to lave 
the mud where it belongs rather than 
transport it around the country. Plus, it 
doesn't half make washing the bike easier 
if the bulk of the trial's muck is already off. 
 
We'd paused at one junction and Charles 
had asked if the Blue Hills sections were 
as enclosed with trees as some of the 
other sections. Not quite… We rounded 
the corner as the valley opened and 
paused to take it in. The thin line snaking 
up the hillside and sizeable crowd come 
as something as a surprise and I think 
Charles was genuinely astounded. We 
made it through the Blue Hills 1 restart 
without any disasters and lined up for the 
last section of the day.  
 
Blue Hills 2 seemed quite loose and 
bumpy this year and I picked my way 
carefully up the section. Anxious not to 
blot what I was hoping was a good ride 
thus far I paused on the restart hoping I 
hadn't lined up on top of a pile of loose 
rocks. Clutch out, give it some and the last 
few feet of the section were upon me. 
Absolutely nothing spectacular happened. 
No sliding, nor too much grip, just up and 
out of the section. Breathe! 
 
Garry came up beaming and Charles soon 
followed with a slightly disappointed look 
in his eye. It turned out the sheer 

spectacle of the section might have got to 
him and nervous dab had cost him a 
faultless ride. 
 
We headed to Scorrier and the finish, 
signed off and thanked the officials for a 
great event. We all reckoned we were up 
for a medal, though the final results would 
determine the final colour. 
 
All that was left for us was a slow but 
steady ride back along the A30 to load up 
the bikes and head to the hotel. By the 
time we reached Plusha my SatNav, 
which had guided us faultlessly turn-by-
turn courtesy of Andy Petherick's route, 
showed we'd completed 400 miles and 
been on the bikes 21 hours. No wonder I 
was tired. 
 
I think we manage to stay awake until 
around 8:30pm that evening and we 
retired for about twelve hours sleep, each 
of us having been up for nearly 40 hours 
in total. As I woke the next morning still 
shattered I vowed, as I always do, to 
never ride the trial again. At least not until 
the regs come out again. 
 
The provisional results came out, good 
news; a bronze, silver and gold between 
us but we'd missed the team award by a 
few points. No matter, I'm always pleased 
just to finish and to finish with a medal is a 
bonus no matter what the colour. Back 
next year? Ask me in February… 

 

Don’t forget to 
send off your 
2012 ACTC  
Entry Form 
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Friends Reunited 
by Adrian Tucker-Peake 

 

O nce upon a time, Ford Pops 
were all the rage for trials: many 
of course donated their running 
gear for specials, even to 

become the seedcorn of Lotus, whilst 
others were developed in original form. 
John Hayes, Angus Stewart and Nigel 
Hilling extracted every ounce and 
horsepower from their standard machines 
to enable startling class winning 
performances, whilst other competitors 
sought to evolve the iconic model by dint 
of ‘stuffing up’ more powerful running 
gear. We see the fruits of these fixers in 
Harvey Water’s red Pop and the 1600 
‘Runner Bean’ that Dad and I built 40 
years ago.  
 
For some 20 years the Bean has enjoyed 
the indulgent care of Clive Kalber who has 
continually developed the car to maintain 
its character and competitiveness (and 
like us, use it for his wedding). Meeting up 
with Clive during his masterful drive on the 
last Ebworth, he ventured that it might be 
fun for Runner & rider to be reunited after 
a 25-year absence. With my Pug now in 
John Plant’s hands, Lizzie and I jumped at 
the kind offer and submitted an entry for 
the Lands End. 
 
Being spoiled by a modern-ish 5 speed 
PFI disc braked tin top, I began to recall 
the creaky chassis, drum brakes and 
wandery steering of old, anticipating some 
hard work over the coming 350 miles! 
However, credit to Clive, our exploratory 
outing around Redruth on Good Friday 
revealed a Pop with new life – twin 40 
DCOEs, Escort running gear and a 
reassuring hydraulic handbrake – ah yes 
we’ll be taking in a good few restarts again 
in class 7, won’t we! Blocks of foam and 
wood get 5’6 me to a sightline enjoyed by 
6’0 Clive, then after sizzling all day we 
leave for Plusha under gathering rain 
clouds, though the grin from the back seat 

is encouraging! Many are delighted at the 
start to see the old ‘un (the Pop, not me) 
back in the fray, so there’s a lot to live up 
to. Plusha yields the largest bike 
contingent and its great to see as much 
diversity as amongst the cars, from the 
hairy looking Torres/Courtney Tiger outfit 
to the adventurous spirit of 3 lads on their 
Honda 90s. 
 
We’re away after 9:00 with wipers on, 
thinking that CoC Roger’s prayers were 
answered, but it’s dusty at Felons Oak so 
with careful placement the Bean launches 
away from the jagged restart. Liz’s used to 
being bunched up front under the 
windscreen, so now finds herself being 
tossed around in the back of the tall car – 
“hang on to the front seat belts!” 
 
I used a regularity test on last year’s Clee, 
but the MCC’s night-time one is easier on 
sleepy brains since no sums are 
involved – it’s good to break the night run 
with something different. The Pop’s 
blessed with an illuminated clock for 
checking the one minute target, but others 
try everything from mobile phone timers to 
counting 60 elephants! 
 
With the Crook Horn special test shifted to 
steep tarmac, we keep the start line revs 
up to avoid stalling – the big A arm axle 
gives the Pop ‘dig deep’ traction so to a 
loud Weber snort she’s hauling in the 
flying finish in a few seconds…wow! Up to 
the summit and absorbing the hauntingly 
secluded drive over Exmoor we return to 
the A39, where unfortunately the TVR V8 
has run its big ends so awaits the RAC’s 
attention, not far from the old Porlock AA 
box. The ‘make do’ County Gate control is 
chocca-block, with most of everyone’s 20 
minute wait consumed in a standing 
queue, but we organisers understand the 
difficulty in finding suitable venues and 
staffing, especially at night. Maybe there’s 
an opportunity to combine it with the 
Barbrook fuel halt? 
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It’s ‘go easy’ on the drums down 
Countisbury, then up to the restart-free 
Roost. The Blue start line looks tough, 
claiming Darren Ruby’s Micra, but not the 
Parkinson/Yeates Pug 106 team who shut 
their eyes on a couple of big bumps! I 
remember back to early years where the 
Bean had to blast flat out over ankle deep 
pebbles sourced from the beach by the 
Council who were keen to enhance their 
legendary sporting asset, but the postie 
drives down it now! Rodney’s Revenge 
again offers good grip, but surging into the 
bumpy bend raises a stark reminder that 
the Pop’s steering response is not what 
I’m used to in FWD – bouncing wheels 
don’t do a lot for control! A bit too near the 
tape but we’re round and out OK.  
 
On to another holding control in the 
Roundswell mists, before descending 
amongst bluebells to Cutliffe Lane; the 
Easter Trial is of course usually blessed 
with daffs and primroses, now’s our first 
time to enjoy the carpets of blue which set 
off the Pop nicely! Aaron Homewood’s 
Skoda makes a good climb and Rex 
Ward’s Mountain Goat Anglia sounds 
thrilling…wary of the bouncy understeer I 
go easy through the gate, revelling in the 
eager acceleration over the bumps, such 
a contrast to the FWD scrabbling! 
 
Sutcombe began the ‘trial of the queues’, 
where a normally brisk and sporty section 
was hampered by the simple lack of a 
whistle…awakened after an hour’s pause 
the Bean leaped off the restart to a couple 
of determined back seat bounces, meeting 
yet more locals flocking to watch the 
action on their doorstep. Thinks – the 
refreshments would have been more 
welcome before the section.  After 
another holding control, a pack of 10 of us 
trickle down to Darracott, sadly missing 
the once-perennial greeting from Ed Oke.  
Our restart offers either a morass of loose 
stones on the right, or a firm but acute 
camber to the left. I choose the left, as did 
many like our eventual class winner 

Andrew Rippon, but the tilt takes the 
weight off the tall car’s left wheel and the 
chance of a clean – funny how when you 
run back and try another route it seems so 
much easier! 
 
Robin Moore has Crackington under slick 
control, so it’s promptly tyres down and an 
exhilarating blast up with mud flying. Brian 
Alexander’s X90 sustained a puncture, 
giving him a scary zig-zag path to a stop. 
We’re back into spring-summer sunshine 
for the moor run to Easter bonnets at 
‘dryzabone’ Warleggan, where we pass an 
oh-so-serious pack of 4x4 drivers and 
chug up the section to save the tyres.   
 
Rolling down past the summit of Hoskin 
the summit is dry and well populated with 
‘successes’, despite the clerk’s restarts for 
all. Alan Cundy had made an artful 
accelerating climb in his Golf from the 
lower line, and Tris White launched his 
Troll in a creamy smooth getaway from 
the upper line. We chug to the upper line 
with eyes on an ‘out of rut’ experience, but 
flag fall had the Pop’s rear wheels slide 
down to the slippy stuff and soon billowing 
smoke – disappointingly under the 
scrutiny of Clive, and Roger Bricknell, 
another contemporary of the Bean’s 
heyday – oh well, good restart practise!  
Next up, Duncan Stephens managed to 
sustain my preferred line, leaping away 
from the restart and boosted by his Melos’ 
fuel pump repairs. 
 
Faced with another queue at the Bishop’s 
Path test, our tail end Charlie Travelling 
Marshal Dave Haizelden hikes along to 
the section for a resolution – it seems the 
marshals are overly cautious about getting 
a hasty throughput – blame-free baulks 
need highlighting especially with this 
section’s restart zone that is capable of 
holding an obstructed competitor. Tim 
Whellock’s Exeter team have marshals 
training and kit collection, so this is 
probably good practise for all MCC 
events. However, as we drive up, I’m glad 
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we don’t have the yellow restart, which 
seems harder to position for than our 7 & 
8 box at the base of the ramp…front 
wheels just over the line, brief spin on the 
slab and away, thinking ‘now send the 
next car, don’t wait!’. 
 
Now 2 hours late, we all appreciate the 
sunshine and spectator enthusiasm at 
Blue Hills; however three cars fail BH1 

restart before us so we 
choose the line carefully 
and the Bean ‘pops’ out 
w i t h  C l i v e ’ s 
encouragement. Good to 
greet steward John 
Hayes and CoC Roger 
Ugalde.  
 
Then its sunshades on 
for the glare of BH2 and 
launch at it with Lizzie 
hanging on tight – how 
did we use to get the Pug 
up here!?   
 
Finally, at Scorrier, we 
park up alongside Lester 
Keat’s tough Avenger, 

another ‘harkback’ model, and go indoors 
to claim a Bronze, delighted to have had 
fun but sorry not to meet John Aley. 
 
Thanks Clive for the re-aquaintance, and 
to the volunteer army who make such an 
epic event possible these days….it’s our 
version of the Long Way Down, with a 
century of memories. 

USE IT or LOSE iT!! 
 
The organisers of the Clee Hills Trial would like to highlight 
some of the economic pressures that are affecting next 
year’s event. We all know about the state of the economy 
and how, very sadly, it is affecting individuals, but the 
credit crunch is also affecting councils. Shropshire CC have now decided to charge 
about £200 just for granting permission for us to traverse footpaths/bridleways—last 
year this was a free service!. The land owners are also asking for more money and 
the MSA has increased the permit fees. The route authorisation fee has increased 
by 35% in just two years. Obviously other costs are increasing too (last year’s event 
missed the VAT increase as most of the costs were before the change in VAT). 
Therefore, most regrettably, the Midland Automobile Club has had to increase the 
entry fee to avoid the trial again losing money. The best way of ensuring that the trial 
at least breaks even, is for there to be a good entry, so that the fixed costs, such as 
land-owner fees and council charges are spread over more competitors. 
 

Supplementary Regulations/entry forms will be available from mid November. 
If you need these, and don’t get them through the usual channels,  please contact 
Pat Toulmin on 01789 731332 or e-mail pat@toulmin.info 

Adrian & Liz Tucker-Peake on Bishops Wood 
(Photo by Dave Cook)    
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2011 Ilklley 
Trial photos 

by Dave Cook 
on Hawpike 

 
 
 
 

Jeremy Sparkes, 
Golf GTi 

 
 
 
 
Richard Parker, 
Austin 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Chris Maries, 
Suzuki X90, 

class 0 winner 
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The 2011 Ilkley Trial 
by David Golightly 

 

T aking advantage of the optional 
Saturday evening signing on 
provided us with a very warm 
welcome from Clerk of the 

Course, Stan Peel. Stan was confident 
that despite the long dry spell preceding 
the Ilkley Trial he and his fellow organisers 
would be able to 'get a winner' especially 
as he had finally secured the use of a new 
hill he had been chasing for a number of 
years. Would Sunday prove him right? 
Well it was still dry as we pulled into the 
yard for both scrutineering and the start 
and again Ilkley Club had it nicely sorted, 
with food and drink available, secure 
parking and helpful marshals, keen to 
make sure everything ran smoothly. 
Bertha (our name for our 1930 Model A 
Ford special) passed scrutineering without 
bother, so we were ready for action. 
 
A 9 mile run took us to the first hill 
Langbar, (1) a straightforward grassy 
surface with a 90 left uphill followed by 
similar 90 right to the finish. Simple 
enough but a few competitors turned in to 
tightly and were caught out by the slippery 
surface on the inside of the first bend, not 
us thankfully. Hawpike 1 (2), some 4 miles 
away proved a different kettle of fish with 
many failing early on at a very boggy 
section. For those getting further a 
'bombhole' was lying in wait, the sudden 
jolt sufficient to break traction and arrest 
forward motion. This was our fate 
receiving 2 penalty points, whilst Bill 
Bennett made an uncharacteristic mistake 
and collected a marker and 7 points, 
handing us the class lead.  
 
Hawpike 2, (3) was a longer affair with a 
mixture of grass and stony track. There 
was a nasty gully leading to the start line, 
which was followed by a gateway and 
then the course passed between two large 
trees. This early part stopping Richard 
Hoskin, who then retired his Morgan and 

three others, whilst the only car halted by 
the steepening gradient near the finish 
was Steve Edmonds’ Rickman. Speed 
was now on the agenda for the section, 
Highfield Farm, (4) a timed test on grass. 
Starting in one field there was an uphill trip 
around a large tree/bush, followed by a 
sprint and a 90 left through a hole in a wall 
through into the next field. Steepish climb 
was followed by a series of long left and 
right curves through to a stop astride finish 
line. The slippery surface punished those 
with an over eager throttle foot and whilst 
Hal Branson set FTD with his Marlin, a 
special award should go to the quick 
thinking passenger of a Dutton who both 
caught the Dutton’s errant bonnet as they 
sped towards the hole in the wall and held 
onto it through to the finish line. 
Considering the height  of 'Bertha'  we 
were very satisfied to be only a 1/10th of a 
second slower than Bills MG J2. Another 
nice touch from the organisers was the 
compressor at the finish for tyre inflation.  
 
A couple of miles up the road awaited 
sections (5) and (6), the first Stridwood1 
seemed somehow easier than when it was 
used by Preston Club, last Autumn, yet 
the only change we could see was the 
dense folliage had been cut back. It was 
still tricky enough to catch out six 
competitors though. The second section 
here, Stridwood 2 was even more 
challenging with an acute right bend 
changing from grass to stoney track and 
off camber into the bargain. This first 
corner caught out many, whilst a left-
hander off the stone back onto grass 
accounted for a few more ourselves 
included, with a one point penalty, just 11 
cars cleaned this hill. Josephine 
Shoesmith rolled her Austin Seven, 
fortunately without damage to herself or 
her passenger. With just minor damage to 
her car she was able to continue and 
finish a creditable seventh in class.  
 
A somewhat odd section for a trial came 
next in the form of a tarmac timed section 
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(7) Hazlewood, basically a long 'S' bend 
with a stop astride/ reverse behind the line 
in the middle and then onto a stop astride 
finish line. With Bertha's slow gearchange 
and staggering 45bhp we decided on 
second gear all the way including letting 
her roll back across the reversing line (the 
gradient was quite steep at this point). 
This 'keep it neat approach' netted us a 
surprising seventh quickest! It was 
obviously Nick Farmer’s day, for on his 
way to very quick FTD he broke a rear 
suspension rose joint just as he came to a 
halt at the finish line and he was carrying 
a spare which was fitted in only a couple 
of minutes!  
 
Peels Wood, test (8) was a straightforward 
affair with a rising finish and most cleaned 
the section. Classes 7& 8 had a separate 
route and this bagged a few competitors. 
Class 0 cars fell foul of section (9) 
Heyslack, understandable given its very 
steep finish, most others cleaned the 
section though. Wilsons Wood (10) for 
class 7& 8 only, didn't suit the pair of 
Marlins from Fellside Club for some 
reason. At the halfway halt Ilkley MC had 
most bases covered, with fuel, toilets, food 
and drink available. Six cars were still 
clean at this point with Julian Lack only 
one point behind, whilst we were delighted 
to be 8th overall with just three penalty 
points on the board.  
 
Drizzle was falling as we set off for 
Brimham Lodge (11), this grass covered 
section with an off camber bend slowed 
the progress of ourselves with 9 points for 
the hill and Julian Lack who collected a 6 
along with a few others. Trying to put that 
disappointment behind us we moved on to 
Incline 1, (12) which was cleaned by us 
and most cars, the surprise fail being Hal 
Branson's Marlin with a 12 and as he 
repeated the score on Incline 2 section 
(13) a hill for classes 6, 7& 8 only, I can 
only assume he was having problems. 
Now was the acid test for Stan Peel's new 
hill, Longside Wood (14). Would it live up 

to his expectations? Well emphatically 
yes, with no one cleaning it. A rising tight 
hairpin right after a narrow start proved 
too tight for many and the following 
bluebell covered winding track even 
proved the undoing of the rescue Land 
Rover, who stopped at the 6 marker the 
same as us. Roger Hodgkinson was the 
best score, collecting only 2 points in his 
Marlin,  
 
Nick Farmer had now moved into the lead 
with 3 points, followed closely by Kevin 
Barnes, Mike Chatwin and Simon Woodall 
all on 4 points.  Section (15) Watergate 1, 
with a stream running across the track just 
after the start was our undoing. The steep 
climb on stone should have been easy in 
Bertha but too much wheelspin saw us 
grind to a halt with a poor 11 score, 
surrendering our class lead to Bill Bennett. 
Simon Woodall dropped out of the leading 
group here with an 8 score and dropped 
out the running altogether a couple of 
tests later with broken rear suspension on 
his VW Buggy. The downhill start of sister 
hill Watergate 2 was something of a 
novelty but it was the very steep finish that 
was the undoing of many including Kevin 
Barnes who slipped out of joint second 
place with 5 points. There were more fails 
than cleans and I am pleased to say we 
were in the latter group.  
 
Test (17) was cancelled so onto to 
Cockhill Mine section (18) where a restart 
awaited class 8. A fairly easy hill that was 
cleaned by most. Peel Wood 2 (19) was a 
repeat of the morning’s section with a 
restart inserted for everyone, though 
depsite the constant drizzle it didn't prove 
too difficult with the majority cleaning the 
hill. Another timed run was next on the 
agenda (20) Ellers, with mixed surfaces 
this time and a tricky downhill finish that 
would be easy to overshoot, though we 
didn't I am pleased to report, returning a 
respectable seventh quickest again, just 
over 2 seconds behind Duncan Stephens’ 
Dutton, who set FTD.  
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On the 5mile drive to the final sections we 
realised that short of an act of God we had 
little chance of getting back ahead of 
worthy class leader Bill Bennett, but that 
didn't stop us trying. Sword Point 1 (21) 
was as much about agility as climbing 
ability with the course winding its way 
around  a very tight section in a wood, the 
missing bark telling the tale of the 
problems some of the larger cars were 
having. For those navigating a good 
course there awaited a very steep finish 
which most seemed up to the challenge 
including ourselves. The final hill Sword 
Point 2, (22) was something of a 
disappointment, being a bit too easy for 
everyone, though of course on a wetter 
day it could have been the sting in the tail.  
 
Back at the finish at the Rugby club 
awaited a fine meal and drink for all the 
competitors, this was included in the entry 
fee and was a good idea of Ilkley to get all 
the competitors and marshals together at 
the end, awaiting the results and prize 

giving. Having dropped just 3 points, Nick 
Farmer with his Canon Alfa was the 
worthy overall winner for the second year 
running. Mike Chatwin's Wasp was only 1 
point behind in second place with fellow 
Wasp pilot Dean Partington again just 
another point adrift in third place with five 
points. Close or what? On the way out 
Stan Peel wanted to know had we enjoyed 
it? Very much so. Would we be back next 
year? Oh Yes! 
 
Ist overall   Nick Farmer , Canon Alfa 
Class 1       Charles Knifton, Peugeot 205 
Class 2       Bill Bennett,  MG J2 
Class 3       Nigel Hilling,  Ford Anglia. 
Class 4       Sam Holmes, VW Beetle 
Class 5       Brian Alexander, Suzuki X90 
Class 7       Kevin Barnes, Trial Liege                     
                   Sports 
Class 8       Dean Partington, DP Wasp. 
Class 0       Chris Maries, Suzuki X90 

The 2011 Ilkley Trial 
by Pat Toulmin 

 

T he weekend of the 2011 Ilkley 
Trial was always going to be a 
busy one for the Toulmins. There 
was a Midland Automobile Club 

organised sprint at MIRA (the Motor 
Industry Research Association’s facility 
near Nuneaton) on the day before. 
Although this was not a round of the 
British Sprint Championship Jonathan 
always likes to enter this event, firstly to 
support the MAC, of which he is now a 
Vice President, and secondly because it is 
a good course – very fast on high grip 
tarmac. He took his 1100cc single seater 
racer, Marengo 2, and won the class – 
there will be a reference to this later…. 
Although Nuneaton is close to home, so 
we wouldn’t be home late, we knew it 
would be a very early start to get to Otley. 
Then I had a good idea. Some very good 

friends of ours live in Denby Dale and I 
was sure that we could arrange a bed for 
the night. Not to be… Biddy and John had 
entered the 2011 Cape to Cape organised 
by Dennis Greenslade to raise money for 
cancer research and this left the UK the 
Tuesday before, how could they do it to 
us!!!, so it would be a very early start (not 
my best option) Incidentally John and 
Biddy in their Jaguar XK 150 won the 
award for the most money raised on the 
event, so well done to them! Their classic 
trials experience is limited, but interesting, 
as they marshalled on the Manx Classic 
Trial that Jonathan organised in 1998.  
 
The X90 is very comfortable, but a little 
skittish on the motorway, however we got 
to the start in good time. There was a little 
confusion as to where to go first, but 
eventually we got it sorted out. We got 
there before our Fell Side friends and 
enjoyed a good breakfast roll from a very 
cheery lady. On arriving back at the car 
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there were two people looking at it. We 
thought they were interested in the car 
and they were – but only in the tyres. 
Shortly John Blakeley arrived, having 
been sent by the Clerk of the Course, who 
thought our tyres were illegal. Of course 
they are on the ACTC tyre list, but as 
there are few available for our wheel size 
they do look a little aggressive, however 
John sorted it out for us. Incidentally when 
Jonathan picked them up from the tyre 
supplier he was concerned that they were 
illegal and questioned whether the 
supplier had sent the right ones. Fred Mills 
had arrived and, although he was due to 
compete in his Marlin, his bouncer had 
personal problems and had pulled out, so 
Fred signed on to marshal. Then Hal 
Branson in his Marlin arrived complete 
with overheating problems. Jonathan and 
Tony tried to fix it at the start, but as you 
will read later, this was not totally 
successful, but at least allowed Hal to 
finish the event. Tony, of course, was in 
our old efi engined Marlin and it still 
seems strange not to be competing in it 
ourselves. 
 
On the way to the first section, Langbar, 
we encountered many cyclists and saw 
very many bluebells and quite a few 
horses (including a gymkhana) and we 
were to see many more of all of these 
during the day, especially cyclists. I was 
getting used to the unique Ilkley tulip style 
route book again. There was quite a long 
wait for this section, which didn’t bode well 
as there were over 20 sections to attempt 
on this event. (Too many perhaps…..?) 
We watched one of our fellow X90 drivers 
fail and then, under the watchful eye of 
Dave Haizelden, who was driving a Ford 
Escort this time, we set off and cleared it, 
which was very satisfying. This was to be 
the last time we saw Dave and Aaron, as 
they retired a few sections later. However 
the next section, Hawpike 1, was not so 
satisfying, it was in a field and almost 
impossible, as it was very muddy. We 
scored an impressive 11, the same as the 

other X90s in our class, although Chris 
Maries in his X90 in class 0 managed to 
clear it – the only other clears were in 
classes 7 or 8.  
 
Hawpike 2 started between walls and it 
appears that the very worst bit was just 
after ‘Section Begins’ and the result show 
that if you got over this you cleared the 
hill, as we did. This was the first section 
where Dave Cook was taking 
photographs. Next was the Highfield Farm 
special test, which must be one of the 
most interesting special tests around. It is 
quite long and so there was a long queue 
of cars waiting to attempt it and this 
allowed us to watch the fun from the field 
above. It goes down and around a gorse 
bush, then there is a steep part (almost a 
section) and then back past the start to 
finish higher up in another field. We 
watched one of the Cannons (Stuart 
Lambert?) spin on the way to the finish 
and Myke Pocock, Skoda Estelle over run 
the line. 
 
Next there were two sections in the same 
field, Strid Wood 1 and Strid Wood 2. Strid 
Wood 1 had a downhill start with a sharp 
left turn before it went steeply upwards. 
We cleared this OK and Strid Wood 2 was 
almost adjacent. This had a sharp right 
turn at about the 5-marker and this is as 
far as we got. I note that the other two 
class 5 X90s both scored a 4, so we 
weren’t far off the pace. Next was the 
Hazlewood Special Test and this was on 
the tarmac road. 
 
Next was Peels Wood 1 (this location was 
to confuse me later…) and Fred Mills was 
marshalling on the start line. We were just 
behind Ryan Gains, who was driving Boyd 
Webster’s Cannon, as Boyd had entered 
on a motorcycle. Ryan usually bounces for 
Boyd.  Boyd’s car seemed to be playing 
up a little – I had seen Boyd fettling it at 
the start and it needed a push start here. 
We got a 1 here mostly because we didn’t 
know which way the course went and 
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there was a sharp turn at the very top. By 
the way there were several sections on 
this trial where prior knowledge would 
have resulted in a better score and we 
haven’t done the Ilkley for several years. 
John Blakeley and Alex were at the top to 
do the noise test – 2nd one in two days for 
Jonathan. The X90 is rather quieter than 
Marengo 2 at 80 decibels. John thought it 
was hardly worth testing X90s, but it 
would improve the overall view of the trial, 
so he did. . 
 
Hey Slack was next and here I failed in 
one of my navigator’s duties. I forgot to tell 
Jonathan that the section was only 
marked 12, 9, 6, 3 and when we got to the 
top he didn’t realise we had cleared the 
section and he carried on, trying to find 
the 2 and 1 markers! Oops. However we 
sorted it out and returned to the bottom of 
the section on our way to the lunch stop. 
While pumping up the tyres we noticed 
that Boyd’s car was still being fettled and 
then Richard Parker, Austin 7, came over 
and gave us a ‘Just Married’ sign (sorry 
Richard you were 32 years too late!) 
Apparently one of the clerks of the course 
had put this in Richard’s car, along with 
some confetti. Not sure what it was all 
about……… 
 
Then it was lunch for us – classes 6, 7 
and 8 had an extra section – Wilson’s 
Wood. Lunch was in a farmyard and the 
nice lady from breakfast had decamped 
lock, stock and barrel and was there 
serving very good burgers. I remember 
some joke about a twin sister… Ilkley MC 
had provided portaloos, but I do wish that 
there would be a ladies only one – enough 
said. The next section, Bingham Lodge, 
was literally yards away and was 
marshalled by Don and Eileen Dalton 
(Marlin owners). A downhill start again 
with a sting in the tail. We made 5, which 
was quite near the finish, whereas Brian 
Alexander got a 4 and Nigel White an 8 in 
their X90s. We got towed out off this one. 
 

Incline 1 was next and this section is just 
outside Pateley Bridge. On the first Ilkley 
Trial we approached this from above, but 
this year we had to drive up a fairly steep 
field to get to the start. You would think 
that in this dry year this wouldn’t have 
caused any problems, however we hadn’t 
factored in Tony Branson in our old 
Marlin….. We caught him up half way up 
the field and as he was going very slowly 
we ground to a halt and then we couldn’t 
get going again. Baulked. Our fellow X90s 
were already waiting and watched our 
efforts to get to the start line. We got there 
eventually and they let us go first. The 
section was no problem and we cleared it. 
Guess it is an old tramway like the Jenny 
Wind on the Clee Hills Trial, but it is not as 
steep. 
 
Longside Wood was next and there was a 
very long wait here – about an hour. 
Apparently Stan Peel had been trying to 
use this as a this section since the first 
Ilkley Trial and perhaps it is still work in 
progress to get the section to run 
smoothly? There was a sharp right turn at 
the start. We scored a 9 here, just next to 
where Dave Cook was doing his second 
photographic stint of the day. Brian stole a 
point from us here, but no one climbed it. 
The best was a 2 by Robert Hodgkinson in 
his Marlin. 
 
Then it was the Watergate sections. I 
don’t remember much about Watergate 1, 
but Jonathan tells me that after a water 
splash, there is a deviation at the end and 
we got a 1. As we waited for Watergate 2 I 
noticed that immediately after the start 
there was a very steep downhill slope and 
I was able to tell Jonathan about this, 
otherwise he might have attacked the 
section too quickly and who knows what 
might have happened. We cleared the 
section, but were given a 5, as we hit this 
marker (and the 4,3 and 1 markers as 
well! (Glad they didn’t add them all 
together for the score). I wonder how 
Jonathan managed to avoid the 2 marker? 
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Cockhill Mine resembled the surface of 
the moon, steep but with plenty of grip and 
we scored a 0. After the section Robert 
Hodgkinson gave us back a valve cap, 
which we had lost while letting down for 
Watergate 1 – I remember a joke about it 
being a ‘cherished’ valve cap. 
 
At Peel’s Wood 2 I was confused – I didn’t 
realise that it was the same section as in 
the morning, but with a restart. A quick 
chat over the wall to Fred sorted this out. 
We got off the restart and scored a 3. Fred 
suggested that we took a run at it to get 
out of the field as there was a queue of 
people waiting for the section and they 
would have had to reverse out. With a run 
at it we couldn’t even get to the restart – 
how odd! In the end we squezzed past the 
incoming queue and on to the third special 
test, Ellers.  
 
Sword Point 1 was interesting, with very 
sharp turns through the trees. About half 
way up Jonathan’s tools fell out of the 
boot, but we kept going, as we didn’t 
realise. Luckily we had to return past the 
start and the very kind marshals gathered 
them up for us.. It was a clear for us. Hal 
was overheating here and we gave him 
some of our water, which he promised to 
perform a miracle on and change it into 
beer at the finish. He didn’t so I guess he 
still owes us a pint. As we were leaving we 
heard that Derek’s DAF had seized and 
was completely stuck across the section. 
 
The final section at last, Sword Point 2 
and this was fairly straightforward. 
Another clear. It was then a short drive to 
the finish via Dob’s Splash, which has 
been used as a section in the past. Due to 
the dry weather it was quite rocky and an 
alternative route was provided for low 
slung or delicate cars – no problem for an 
X90. Ilkley & District MC provided a very 
good meal at the finish (I had Beef 
Bourguignon, rice and salad and it was 
delicious) and provisional results were 
soon published. We were awarded the 

class win, which would have been 
Jonathan’s second that weekend, but 
Brian Alexander had told us that he had 
been penalised for having all four wheels 
in one of the restart boxes (not difficult in 
an X90!) and Jonathan persuaded him to 
protest this and so Brian won the class 
instead. 
 
The Ilkley is different  from most trials, but 
I say  ‘vive la difference’ 
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The 2011 Ilkley Trial  
by Boyd Webster 

 

A fter much soul searching – I find 
myself at the start on a bright 
Sunday morning and as I am on 
an old Bultaco I get there early 

for bacon butties washed down with tea. It 
is good to meet up with old friends but 
looking at the rest of the bikes entered my 
Bulto looks a little uncomfy – 70 miles and 
after doing them this could be my age! 
However, with my son’s words of 
persuasion ringing in my ears – ride the 
Bulto Dad it could be a laugh for us. 
 
I teamed up with an old mate and past 
winner Ian Myers and we set off down the 
Wharfe Valley to the 1st group of hills. 
 
Langbar. This section proved to be easy 
for most competitors – grassy hill, 2 turns 
and steep exit. John Busfield kept 
everybody up to scratch and I even 
managed to watch a couple of early cars 
here. 
 
Then on to Hawpike Farm. Absolutely 
breathtaking views from up here well 
worth a stop and 2 good hills – which  
proved good for bikes and cars later on – 
or so I am lead to believe. 
 
Timed section – waste of time? This 
proved to have many holdups, ours being 
about 20 minutes and I think some cars 
were delayed by about 1and ¼ hours.  
Makes you question if we need any thing 
this long? 
 
Stridwood. 2, fairly good hills – this is 
where Ian Myers dropped his only marks 
of the day. Then onto Barden and the start 
of some really scenic countryside and to 
another timed hill on a public road. Over 
the lovely Blubber House Moor to Peels 
Wood which proved no problem to bikes, 
however think the cars found it a little 
different – but again 2 good hills. At this 
point all bikes were running in order but 

maybe low on petrol – me included. 
 
So away over the moors to Hay Slack one 
good hill, which usually proves better if a 
little wet. There were a fair few spectators 
here. At this point I really did need som 
fuel – luckily the route went past Ian’s 
house and so I filled up here. Then on a 
long road trip to Wilsons’s Wood, good to 
see some spectators having a great time, 
picnic, wine and free entertainment or so 
they said. 
 
Then over to the other side of the valley to 
the lunch stop. All bikes  at this point are 
on time with no retirements. Some bikes 
very low on fuel. Brimham rocks and some 
good lanes to ride along. Oggy on his 
Steve McQueen replica going great guns. 
Sounded good too. 
 
The incline 1 and 2 where we had to wait 
for the hill to open seemed a real waste of 
time and held up all the bikes for ages. 
Incline 1 – no stops for all bikes or cars – 
could be tricky to start on four wheels. 
 
Incline 2 My chain flew off and I hit 
reverse big time – luckily I was past the 
end board before it came off. Two other 
bikes had a couple of points here but no 
real problems. The cars seem to fly up this 
one too. From here it is a lovely ride on 
top of the quarry track looking up and 
down Nidderdale to picturesque hamlet of 
Wath – good pub here too – but no time 
for a drink! 
 
Longside. A really long steep hill which 
was like a main road for bikes – would 
love to have a go in a car – next year 
maybe? Some of the bike boys thought 
this hill too long and the get out for cars if 
you stopped or failed was difficult. Some 
cars were here for one and a half hours. 
 
Watergate. Then the weather changed 
and the rain came down  persistently and 
thankfully my wife Sharon was here with 
fuel for me and the bike. This section had 
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a tricky top part for bikes which cost some 
an odd mark. 
 
Onward over the moor to Cockhill Mines 
and the weather had really set in and as 
far from Otley as is possible on this trial. 
Here there was one hill which proved 
tricky in parts with wet, loose stones. The 
marshals were doing a great job in the 
wet – and were still having a laugh. 
 
On to Duck Street and the final leg home. 
Following a dead straight road to Peels 
Wood where the section proved different 
this time, much more cut up and really 
quite slippy. By this time most bikers were 
ready for home and all a bit damp. The 
Otley road sign reading 9 miles was a 
welcome sight – not bad me thinks. Slight 
excursion round Dob Park and various 
hamlets to the last section. 

 
Dob Park. Very slippy one or two riders 
had to foot their bikes through but no 
stops. Ian was still on the same tank of 
fuel which he had to switch to reserve 
when cruising down in to Otley. Trouble 
free which is not bad for a Royal Enfield 
and thankfully my old Bulto didn’t go too 
bad either. 
 
As we pulled in to the traffic lights in Otley 
centre I asked our E.T.A. – Ian said 5 and 
it was 4.55 pm. when we finished– not a 
bad day out– and thankfully a very 
welcome hot meal was waiting for us at 
the Rugby club. 
 
(Well done to Boyd, for  being the best 
bike on the event and a clean sheet! -ed) 

Taw & Torridge Trial 2011 
by Keith Sanders 

 

A fter the summer recess and lots 
of time to make-good all of those 
repairs from previous events 
(which usually get crammed in to 

the last two weeks) it's time to get back on 
the hills and with some rain in the 
preceding week the T&T had all the 
makings of a great event. 
 
Got to the start venue early so that I could 
hand out some Awards to winners from 
Torbay Trial then joined what had become 
a long queue for scrutineering (with noise 
test). Just enough time to quickly sign-on, 
grab a bacon bap and head for the start 
line. 
 
We set off in the sun but by the time we 
reached Cutliffe Lane the heavens had 
opened. Decided that with the Section 
being very wet and running as last car 
there would be plenty of slippy mud on the 
hill, therefore the plan was to give a good 
blast to carry plenty of momentum. This 

worked, but at the expense of a puncture 
and big gash in the side of a nearly new 
tyre! 
 
On next to Wemdbury for a special test 
and two sections. Saw Dick Bolt complete 
the whole special test on the rev-limiter 
but despite spraying topsoil across a 
100m radius was still beaten in class 3 by 
Colin Jeffery who was nearly a second 
quicker. 
 
Down the field to Wemsbury 1 where I 
saw Bill Bennett (scoring a 2) and Dick 
and Colin matching each other on 3. My 
turn and just after the start line the section 
now had a slippery-slope to the fence on 
the left, which we collected some debris 
from and left part of my rear bumper 
behind. (Luckily I'd bought some red gaffer 
tape so able to make quick repair later). I 
managed to just get around the tight S 
bends near the top, which caught out most 
of the field, and was pleased to score 2. 
 
On to Wemsbury 3, which had a vey tricky 
restart for all classes, Simon Woodall and 
Dean Partington managed to get well 
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clear from the restart box however Tris 
White in his Troll was the only one who 
managed to clean the Section. 
 
Next was what seemed to be a very long 
road run to Adrian’s Aisle, partly caused 
by getting lost twice! This is the downside 
of running at the back, as we probably lost 
20 minutes and I was concerned that 
when we actually got there we may find 
the section had closed. All was well in the 
end however the mixed-up running order 
of competitors in the queue confirmed it 
was not just us that got lost. This was a 
challenging climb, which we survived in 
one piece. 
 
From here we went to Week Vale, which 
has been much improved on the old one. 
It was a little slippery at the bottom but 
grippy when the gradient kicked-in. A bit 
too much grip for Jon Robilliard in his 
class 4 Beetle who just didn't quite have 
enough power to clear the last bit but 
scored a very credible 3. 
 
Across a Stream was another section that 
had a very difficult restart for all classes. 
We managed to scramble into the restart 
box and dropped the clutch with serious 
bouncing on the rev-limiter. We were 
spinning for a few seconds then just when 
I thought it may be time to give up we 
suddenly somehow went forward. This 
wasn’t what i expected and as a result 
almost drove straight into a tree, having to 
back off to get some steering! Good work 
here also from Andrew Rippon and Bill 
Bennett who were the only other non-
class 8s to get away. 
 
Next came Tarzan followed by Week 
Bottom, both requiring low pressure to grip 
at the bottom but power-zapping grip 
further up. 
 
A quick blast through the Blakeley-
managed special test and on to 
Watergate, which I can't actually 
remember anything about. 

 
Graham's Hill has a tricky little restart for 
all classes which has caught out many in 
the past but this year most of the field got 
away OK. 
 
Pencleve was this year run in opposite 
direction from when I was last here in 
2009, personally I think it worked better 
the other way, however it had gathered 
some spectators out for a walk or cycle 
from the adjacent Tarka Trial so we all 
gave it a good blast to keep them 
entertained. 
 
It was here that I got chatting to Luke 
Blaber who is not only fairly new to our 
sport but also been brave enough to take 
an alternative approach and competing in 
a turbo diesel 205. He'd suffered a few 
punctures but otherwise going very well 
considering he's a relative newcomer and 
that class 1 is very competitive - he'll be 
an interesting one to watch over the 
coming months. 
 
From here it was on to a familiar Langtree 
Common and brief exchange of greetings 
mid-section with Brian Alexander who was 
marshalling, before the final pair of 
sections at Hembury.  
 
Hembury Xtra was a late addition to 
compensate for the loss of The Loop for 
the lower classes. It was a brave decision 
by C of C to send cars down this dip given 
the earlier rain but was a very interesting 
little section. Then a final blast through 
Hembury Castles and back to Clovelley to 
sign-off. 
 
Congratulations to Tris White for what was 
the only clean sheet for the day. A big 
thank you to the Holsworthy MC team for 
putting on such a great event (P.S. Please 
check those route directions to Adrian's 
Aisle before next year!) 
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2011 Ilkley 
Trial photos 

by Dave 
Cook on 
Longside 

Wood 
 
 
 

Nick Farner, 
Canon Alfa 

 
 
 
 
Al Lidgate & 
Paul Crosbie, 
Yamaha EML 

 
 
 
 
 

Michael Nicholoson, 
GasGas 
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Peter Burke, CCM 
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Richard Nixon, 
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Hayward 
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Daniel Haste, Suzuki RMX  

avid Manning, MG Midget 

 
 
 
 
Mike & Claire 
Wills, Marlin 
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2011 Roger Pole 
Taw & Torridge 

Trial photos by Jim 
Ashman 

 
 
 
 
Brian Partridge & Leo de 
Goris Jedrze on 
Wembsworthy 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mike Chatwin &  Peter 
Goode on Adrian’s Aisle 

 
 
 
 
 
Simon Woodall & Barbara 
Selkirk on Adrian’s Aisle 
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The Roger Pole Taw & Torridge 
Trial, 11th September 2011  

by Jeremy Slatter & Debbie 
Barker 

 

A  weekend of motor sport with the 
Troll! That’s how I had sold it to 
Debbie, although it was pretty 
late in the day that I had put 

forward the proposition of combining the 
MGCC Wiscombe Park Hillclimb event 
with the Taw and Torridge Trial. That’s the 
beauty of a Troll; it opens up some many 
different motor sport activities to you. 
 
With an eye on the weather, which often 
seems to disappoint when Wiscombe is 
involved (for me anyway), I loaded up the 
Troll on the Friday evening for an early 
start the next day. True to form, the day 
was damp with low cloud level obscuring 
the tops of the valley in which Wiscombe 
sits. Peter James, the designer as well 
builder of many of the Trolls was also 
competing in his immaculately rebuilt Troll 
T6C as well as Mike Furse in his Bucker 
Mk5 and Steve Wickers in his Dellow Mk2, 
so triallists and trials cars were well 
represented.   
 
Like the hills that were to be attempted on 
the Sunday Wiscombe was short of grip, 
with wheelspin being achieved at 40mph 
and the possibility of a change in 
underwear being highly likely!  My best 
time achieved was on the last run when 
the course was starting to dry out; 56.93 
seconds – a personal best! I did not hang 
about, once over the finish line I drove 
straight off the hill and on to the trailer for 
the trip up to the T & T Trial and an 
overnight stop at Barnstable.   
 
Sunday dawned fine! But the outlook 
started to change as we edged towards 
Clovelly, it was clearly evident that there 
was rain coming in from the west. As soon 
as we pulled up it was off with the speed 
hillcimb paraphernalia; numbers, timing 

strut and head restraint and on with the 
trialing “stuff”; numbers, twin spares 
wheels and………. waterproofs!  
 
Trials are always a blur for me so luckily 
Debbie was on hand to write notes on 
anything of interest. After scrutineering 
and signing on we read the notice boards 
listing changes.  Rain leading up to the 
trial necessitated the cancellation of 
section 12 Tuckers Mill and the addition of 
section 16A Hembury Extra, the minimum 
tyre pressure of 16psi was also dispensed 
with.  After the bikes class 8 cars left the 
start, as competitor 44 we were the first 
car to leave at 9.21am (penance for being 
so late in getting the entry in?).  
 
Section 1, Cutliffe Lane. Well known to 
those who do the Lands End Trial but this 
time with the added difficulty of a restart 
for class 8.  It was an easy climb up to the 
restart lane, I chose what looked to be the 
best place to stop rear wheels in the box, 
and that is where we stayed, helpfully 
clearing the box of all loose material for 
those who would follow.  Bob and Terry 
Hart (no 45) in a VW Buggy, who we 
would get to know well as the Trial 
progressed also failed, but at least they 
got off the restart line, coming 11th in 
class 8 and awarded “best novice” in the 
Trial. 
 
As we moved off to the special test the 
heavens opened and as we entered Stoke 
village I aimed for what looked like a 
sheltered area below an overhanging tree. 
No sooner had we parked up when we 
were joined under the tree by Bob and 
Terry and then Brian Partridge and Leo de 
Goris Jedrzejowski (no 47, Ridge 
Cannon). The rain eased and we made a 
move but this was short lived diving for 
cover once more as it came down again, 
this time to be joined by another two cars - 
all pretty comical. Triallists are a hardy 
bunch but they are not foolish! (a possible 
subject for future debate?)    
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Special Test No 1. This test was being 
held at the top of a grassy field and 
involved a timed figure of eight with a 
finish astride the line. The cone which 
formed the top of the 8 was obscured 
slightly by sedge which meant that we 
were about to head for a swampy area 
and so it was – great fun! 
 
Section 2, Wembsworthy 1. As we sat 
waiting our turn we chatted to the holding 
marshal. It transpired that she had only 
come out to spectate but had been 
persuaded to marshal, so much better 
than being at home cooking lunch (and 
those are her words). This section was 
held in a disused quarry, no restart but 
with tight corners, confusion reigned as I 
took the wrong direction after the 5 
marker. Had I have taken the correct route 
we would have taken a left turn up an 
embankment for a squirt up a steep 
grassy slope. I like to think I took the path 
of least resistance (but really I should look 
where I should be going). 
 
Section 3, Wembsworthy . This was a 
squirt up a loose stoney track with a 
restart at the top, then up a grass bank. 
The restart box was made with ease and 
again this is where we sat as the rear 
wheels became stuck in a rut. Section 4 
was attempted by motorcycles only, as 
was section 6. 
 
Section 5, Adrian’s Aisle. We got slightly 
lost on our way to this section together 
with numbers 45 and 47 and a half dozen 
bikes which were coming in the opposite 
direction, as the route book did not quite 
match up with the roads on which we were 
travelling. However, we eventually found 
the correct route and entered a field, 
which sloped down into a valley. At the 
bottom of the field we entered a track, 
which meandered along the valley bottom 
following the course of a stream. The track 
was peppered with tree roots and if 
momentum was not maintained the muddy 
areas between became traps for the 

unwary, and unwary I was. With 
momentum lost the rear wheels became 
lodged and span uselessly, with the help 
of following competitors we broke free and 
continued to the section begins line. This 
is the sort of section I like, steep, narrow 
and twisty, which we cleaned. Finding a 
way out of the section area was a different 
matter, as we exited the wooded valley 
into the corner of a vast field a small arrow 
on a stick pointed in a vague direction to 
somewhere. We decided to follow 
previous tyre marks left on the grass as an 
indicator of where to go, this led us from 
one side of the field to the other and then 
as the mistake dawned by those who 
proceeded us the tyre marks then went up 
hill diagonally across the field – I had to 
chuckle to myself and we were not the 
only ones to follow “sheep like” in this 
way! 
 
The next 4 sections and the 2nd special 
test were held in quick successions and in 
the same locality.   
 
Section 7, Week Vale. This was up 
through a wooded area with the added 
obstacles of tree stumps and loose leaf 
matter to catch the unwary. The section 
was steep and we made it to the restart 
box and then off the line to a clean. 
 
Section 8, The Loop. This involved a 
figure of eight in a deep muddy hollow 
with the end of the section requiring a 
blast up a bank and on to a track above. 
After the young lad acting as start marshal 
had described the course to us for the 
ninth time we duly got lost! But we weren’t 
the only ones, Dean and Suzanne 
Yarranton (No 56, Reliant Goose) also 
became confused about the route to 
take – thank goodness we were not alone!      
 
Section 9, Across the Stream. As it says 
on the tin, across the stream (with mud) 
up the bank to the restart. No issues here, 
we got away from the line to a clean. 
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Section 10, Tarzan. Still in the trees and 
with confidence brimming, off we set from 
the line up to the restart box. 
Unfortunately the car cut out, probably 
due to being too hot (as was I by this 
stage). I started the car up and drove 
sedately out of the restart box to what 
would have been an easy clean. 
 
Section 11, Week Bottom. To get to the 
start line we had to reverse down the track 
as the climb angled backed sharply 
against the narrow access track. Having 
seen Brian Partridge clean and Dean 
Yarranton fail I did not know what to 
expect (part of me feels that it is best not 
to watch others attempt a section and just 
take it as it comes). With no restart we 
pulled steadily off the start line but started 
to lose momentum, I increased then 
decreased the revs searching for grip 
making millimeters of progress but I think 
we just slipped back ever so slightly – 
question is, did the marshals notice??? 
 
Special Test 2. This was a timed blast up 
a zigzag track, great fun with the added 
bonus of being able to get the tail to drift 
out. I felt we had done enough to get FTD, 
but the marshal’s view was “not the 
slowest but not the fastest – pretty 
average”. Wiscombe all over again! 
 
On to the compulsory lunch break and a 
quick chat to fellow competitors and a 
check over the car.  
 
Section 13, Watergate. This section 
together with sections 14 and 15 were 
held in pine forest. The track leading to 
the section(s) was interesting as in places 
it was strewn with some pretty nasty rocks 
that hit against the sump guard and diff 
housing which at times were hidden by 
pools of liquid mud. I say mud, this is 
probably not doing it justice, it was a 
fermenting mixture of cow slurry washed 
from the fields above and pine resin. The 
aroma was unusual, not the evocative 
Castrol R that can usually be associated 

with classic motor sport, although having 
said that, it is a smell that can be usually 
associated with our kind of motor sport! 
On to section 13, which unfortunately I 
cannot remember much about, other than 
to say we cleaned it. 
 
Section 14, Graham’s Hill. Over a small 
stream and up the bank to the section 
begins board. This was a short section 
with a re-start and the jinx of being first hit 
as forward motion was lost in the box. A 
short reverse back and off we went up the 
rest of the section with no difficulties – this 
being often the way it is! 
 
Section 15, Pencleave.  This section 
switched back against the access road 
and necessitated turning up the section 
first then reversing back down to line up 
for the section begins board. Unfortunately 
the car cut out, too hot again but after a 
few seconds rest she started up again. 
Blipping the throttle it was easy to get up 
to the restart line and then off to clear the 
section. 
 
Section 16, Langtree Common. I liked this 
section, which was tackled non-stop with 
no restarts. This was a blast up through 
bracken with a tight right turn included and 
some over hanging trees. At the top of the 
section it was a bit rutted with some 
exposed tree roots but this did not cause 
too much concern and a clean was 
recorded.  
 
Section 16A, Hembury Extra. This was a 
horseshoe section, a bit like Bluehills 1 on 
the Lands End but even swampier! I have 
never cleared Bluehills 1 so I did not hold 
out much hope for Hembury Extra and so 
it proved to be. After much smoke and the 
sterling efforts of Debbie only minor 
progress off the restart line was achieved, 
it became evident that no more forward 
motion was to be had; a nudge from the 
restart marshal saw us off through the 
section. Following us was Simon Groves 
with Claire Rippon (no 52, Troll) and Tris 
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White with Emma 
Robilliard (no 50, 
Troll) who made it 
look all too easy! 
Tris went on to win 
the Penhale Cup. 
 
S e c t i o n  1 7 , 
Hembury Castle.  
T h i s  s e c t i o n 
followed on yards 
from 16A and was 
held amongst the 
trees. The restart 
presented few 
problems although 
there was a hump 
at the end of the 
section, which you 
needed to be 
aware of.  Again 
we recorded a 
“clean” after which 
it was off to the finish at Clovelly for tea 
and medals, ok not medals in our case but 
a cherished Finishers Certificate! 
 
A great trial, with great people, hats off to 
the bikers who are always friendly and 
had a grin on their faces (I usually  

 
grimace). Also thank you to all the officials 
and marshals without whom the trial would 
not have been run, we all greatly 
appreciate your good humor and 
commitment. 
 

Jeremy Slatter & and Debbie Barker  on Adrian’s Aisle 
(Photo by Jim Ashman) 

 
 
 
 
Trial winners 
Tris White & 
Emma 
Robillirad on 
Adrian’s  Aisle  
 
(Photo by Jim 
Ashman) 
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The 2011 Edinburgh Trial  
by Peter Mountain 
 

T he Edinburgh Trial was only 2 
weeks after I came back from 
driving my very old Morgan 
around the Alps & Dolomites in 

the Tour De Cols. Nowadays I need time 
to get over 2 weeks of open car motoring, 
consequently the Dellow was not looked 
at until the weekend before the Edinburgh. 
Needless to say that a simple job, in this 
case renewing the kingpins, was fraught 
with complications ending with finding a 
sheared bolt between the front axle and 
‘A’ frame, no doubt the bottom had been 
knocked off by a passing rock. Small Ford 
Spares were quick to supply a 
replacement bolt but the remaining bit of 
the old bolt was determined to stay in 
place. By Wednesday evening the bolt 
had eventually been replaced and normal 
preparation could begin. That evening my 
son Jim asked me what the panic was 
about as the trial was more than a week 
away; so he had to do some frantic 
rearrangement of his social and domestic 
plans in order to be able to navigate. 
 
Throughout the week I kept looking at the 
weather forecast but did not believe that 
the fine spell could last until the weekend, 
I’m pleased the forecasters were right this 
time. 
 
The run up to the start at Tamworth 
Services was a bit fraught, with a poorly 
marked diversion on the A5 taking us 
through Milton Keynes, then I 
remembered that I had not packed a tyre 
pressure gauge and we soon found that 
most modern petrol stations do not sell car 
related things like pressure gauges. To 
their credit some did point out where their 
airline was situated. We eventually bought 
a pressure gauge in Tamworth Services. 
 
At the signing-on queue in Tamworth I met 
Bill Holt and Martin Wyatt, both Morgan 
men of long standing; I have not seen Bill 

for at least 20 years. They were entered, 
not in a Morgan this time, but in an Allard 
and running more than an hour later than 
us, nearly at the end of the main trial. This 
year there was not a single Morgan in the 
main trial and only 2 in class 0; the hills on 
the main Edinburgh Trial are now too 
rough for a Morgan and class 0 is the 
place to be if your car is not to suffer too 
much damage. 
 
Even on a dry and warm night run there 
were patches of cold air followed by warm 
moist air, which immediately condensed 
on both sides of the screen resulting in 
instant blindness and frantic searching for 
the chamois. There was no problem with 
the night section or hills but daybreak is 
always welcome. 
 
The last hill before breakfast was Putwell, 
divided into A and B sections; the problem 
was to decide what tyre pressures to use 
in the dry conditions. A slight lowering 
from road pressures was made and was 
probably the difference between getting 
off the Putwell B restart and not moving 
after the marshal’s signal. Driving over the 
last incredibly rough part after the restart I 
thought that this was going to be 
especially difficult and damaging for cars 
with lower ground clearance than us, then 
“bang” and we got a puncture but cleared 
the section. Murray Montgomery-Smith 
said that he was being careful not to 
damage his Marlin on the rough bit after 
the restart and as a result was going so 
slowly that he stopped. 
 
Breakfast at the Bull I’Thorn was 
excellent; I heard one competitor saying 
that last year’s was too greasy but I feel 
cheated if I do not get at least one proper 
fry-up on an MCC trial. 
 
Litton Slack was not run on the proper 
route due (I believe) to some rare plants 
and the revised hill and was not a 
challenge with the restart removed. 
Hopefully, the authorities will find that the 
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Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
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rare plants probably only flourish because 
the ground gets disturbed by us every 
October. 
 
The Edinburgh Trial may be too easy for 
some when it is dry, but driving an open 
car in remote parts of the Peak District on 
a sunny October day is a glorious 
experience. The dryness also brings 
problems with the danger of damaging the 
transmission by driving too harshly. 
Looking afterwards at the videos of 
Bamford Clough that were posted by Mike 
Leete on UTube, it is obvious that most of 
the competitors were wary of the prospect 
of transmission damage, some to the point 
where they were too cautious and 
inadvertently stopped. 
 
On to Calton where the position of the 
restart on polished pebbles can be 
challenging. We lowered the tyre 
pressures again and further up the hill I 
managed to go too far to the right and tore 
a small hole in the tyre wall on a stone on 
the side of a rut but still got to the top. 
That was both spare wheels used so on to 
changing inner tubes next. 
 
When it got really warm and coats were 
strapped on the back the car, the Dellow 
would not restart if switched off for more 
than a very few minutes. We had suffered 
from this on the Testing Trial and knew 
that the answer was to keep the engine 
switched on so that the fuel did not 
vaporize. This problem seems to have 
started only since I stopped using super 
unleaded and reverted to ordinary 
unleaded plus Castrol octane booster in 
order to stop the fuel filters getting 
clogged up with residue dissolved from 
the petrol tank lining by the super 
unleaded, and it only happens in very 
warm conditions. 
 
After a welcome tea and cake at 
Hollinsclough, just around the corner the 
restart on Rakes Head always looks like a 
stopper, but we cleared it. 

All the rest of the hills were taken at road 
tyre pressures, we were getting too tired 
to bother with changing tubes. The restart 
at Excelsior had to be treated with respect 
but we managed it with instructions 
shouted at me from the passenger seat. 
 
The last hills at Clough Mine and 
Dudwood were more interesting than last 
year with the lack of mud meaning that I 
could use the power to good effect without 
the probability of transmission failure like 
the other rocky hills. 
 
On the observed test at Dudwood the dry 
conditions meant quick times; I realized 
too late that valve bounce meant that I 
should already have changed gear, so no 
fast time there. 
 
Back to the Bull I’Thorn to sign off and 
then on to Hartington for a few beers and 
a meal with fellow competitors and 
marshals. In Hartington we admired a just 
restored bubble car, a Heinkel or BMW I 
think; it was absolutely immaculate, far 
better than when it left the factory. Rob 
Wells and Caroline Tarry came to have a 
beer with us after marshalling at Putwell 
and Rob brought along his newly acquired 
Suzuki, which he purchased too late to 
enter the Edinburgh. 
 
After breakfast on Sunday we had a warm 
journey home keeping off the motorways. 
We stopped just north of Towcester at the 
truck stop where we used to start the 
Edinburgh a few years ago to look at a 
display of and get together of British 
motorcycles. Three Goldies and two V 
twin Vincents beside each other – bliss! At 
least one bike that had taken part in the 
Edinburgh was there. On leaving, we 
sheared the teeth off the starter motor 
pinion. Luckily, Mike Pearson was right 
behind us and gave us a push. We got 
home an hour or so later and left the car 
outside to cool off; after a cup of tea we 
went to put the car away and one of the 
back tyres was flat. That is what I call 
good luck – and we got a gold! 
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THOR HAMMER 
www.thorhammer.com 

 

FULL RANGE OF SOFT FACED HAMMERS 

Copper, Rawhide, Plastics, Rubber, Brass…. 
 

We even still make branded hammers for  
your Vintage car as per original 

 

Try your local wholesaler (eg Toolbank, Clemson,  
Buck & Hickman) or 

Duncan Stephens at a trial 
 

Also Spark Resistant Tools – www.safetytools.co.uk  

Good to see that 
Bill Holt got a gold 
in his Allard.  
 
Looking back over 
the 2011 MCC 
trials, my relative 
lack of speed and 
grip out of the 
restart at Wooston 
Steep on the 
Exeter cost me a 
Triple; the nearest 
that I have ever 
come to winning 
one so far. 
 
Such a pity that 
there were so few 
competitors on the 
Edinburgh this year, the non entrants 
missed a wonderful event in the peak 
District. I should think that our wonderful 
long suffering marshals enjoyed not being 

wet and cold or being sprayed with mud 
when pushing cars and bikes. 

Peter and Jim Mountain on Bamford 
(Photo by Mike Hayward) 
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Exmoor Clouds 2011 
by Ian Davis 

 

2 6 bikes and 27 cars lined up for the 
start of Minehead Motor Club’s 40th 
Exmoor Clouds trial at the 
Barbarians rugby club. Ross 

Norman and Charlotte Briggs were out 
competing again after a 4-year break 
whilst they built themselves a lovely new 
house up near Raleghs Cross, Ross in the 
Deere Special and Charlotte riding in the 
buggy with me. They took signing on as 
an opportunity to check out the rugby club 
as a potential wedding venue and 
although the club house was decked out 
with balloons and a marquee style canopy 
the conclusion seemed to be that it still 
looked and smelled like a rugby club! 
 
The entry list had a bit of a class 8 feel to 
it, presumably a nod to the event’s rough 
and tough reputation and it was good to 
see a good showing of VW powered or 
derived machinery out and about, not 
least Exeter Trial organisers Tim and 
Anne Whellock in the familiar white and 
seemingly priceless UVA Fugitive.  
 
After a quick stop for fuel shortly after the 
start in Minehead it was straight onto 
Middlecombe Woods for the first three 
sections. The first section was a new one, 
looking like a deceptively smooth grass 
climb it soon became apparent that it was 
named Rollies after the big dips half way 
up. Notable failures here from Simon 
Woodall and Ross Norman who quickly 
found his touch again to eventually finish 
third a point behind Dean Partington’s 
Wasp and a point ahead of our Buggy. 
 
The second section was a more familiar 
woodland track where the main challenge 
was getting through a muddy patch at the 
bottom which most managed well enough. 
Lena’s was next, a long climb twisting 
between and around some stout trees with 
some nadgery little corners at the top to 
catch out the unwary, including eventual 

winner Mike Chatwin at the 1 marker. 
Recent dad Simon Groves in his very 
smart and very new (if you forget the 20 
year build) white Troll managed to stop in 
the wrong place on the restart but most 
made it up ok.  
 
Next up was the toughest challenge of the 
day – the noise test officiated by the ever-
smiling Blakeleys. A little further up the 
track was Aville One, a tricky start over a 
dry stone wall (or remains of one by the 
time we got there running at the back of 
the field) and then a sharp right along a 
gully before a steep climb back onto the 
main track followed by a left right wriggle 
and then a steep straight climb up through 
the trees and over tree roots. Well that 
was the theory but quite a few struggled to 
get round the first corner, either beaching 
on the remains of the wall or losing 
traction shortly after. Extraction from there 
was a little challenging, giving the 
recovery Land Rover some entertainment 
and almost costing Stephen Price’s Marlin 
a wing. For those escaping from the gully 
the deceptively tight wiggle made it 
difficult to get lined up and set for the 
steep bit and we weren’t the only ones to 
end up floundering among the tree roots 
at the 4 marker. 
 
Another old favourite Vinegar Hill followed, 
again with a restart although this didn’t 
seem to trouble too many.  
 
Not too far on in the same woods was the 
more familiar Aville Ball section, which 
was relatively easy in comparison with 
signs of the deep ruts at the top having 
been repaired. 
 
Following a scenic drive through the lanes 
we faced the impossible class 8 restart of 
Scotts, positioned on a steep and rocky 
right hand bend. Simon Groves did 
manage to trickle all the way to the top but 
unfortunately without managing to stop at 
the restart on the way through. This was a 
rare opportunity for classes 1-7 to get 



36 

The ‘Not the 
Ebworth’ 
Trial’ by 

Dave Cook 
 
 
 
Eric & Di Wall, 
Canhi 

 
 
 
 

Luke Blaber, 
Peugeot 205 

 
 
 
 
 
Joshua Moss & 
Chris Ferin,  
Ford Escort 
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CELEBRATE 
 
The Motor Cycling Club, to which 
many of us belong, will be 110 years 
old on Saturday 19th November. The 
commi t t ee  o f  t he  MCC a re 
encouraging groups of members to get 
together locally to celebrate the 
birthday and drink a toast to the MCC 
at 9.00 pm that night. This seems a 
good idea so some MCC members 
based in and around Ross-on-Wye in 
Herefordshire are planning to celebrate 
the birthday on Saturday 19th 
November.  
 
They invite any MCC members, 
present or past, and friends to join 
them for a drink and a toast to the 
MCC in Ross-on-Wye. The venue will 

be at the clubhouse of The Ross & 
District Motor Sports Club, Kyrle 
Street, Ross-on-Wye, HR9 7DB. There 
are plenty of car parks in Kyrle Street 
and there will only be MCC ‘types’ at 
the Club so you can safely bring along 
any memorabilia and display it.  
 
The evening will start from 7.30pm with 
the toast to the MCC at 9.00 pm. We 
hope to attract MCC members from the 
counties surrounding Herefordshire. 
Please come and join us. If you plan to 
attend or need any further information 
p l e a s e  e m a i l  m e  a t 
stuartharrold@btinternet.com   
 
THERE IS A FULLY STOCKED BAR 
at the clubhouse! 

some points back on class 8 with the best 
climbs reaching the 2 marker 
 
Unable to access the formidable Ski Slope 
this year we drove on up through 
Roadwater to Druids, a grassy sunken 
lane with an innocuous looking restart 
which somehow caught Nick Farmer out 
and then a diversion off onto the grass at 
the top which stopped all outside class 8. 
 
A long drive via Wheddon Cross to the 
regular Pin Quarry venue followed with 
most of the field parked up ahead of us 
when we arrived. An adverse camber left 
hand bend on tumpy grass was the 
challenge with a restart right on the bend 
proving unexpectedly slippery for some. 
One of the longest special tests around 
followed uphill round a cone and back with 
Nick Farmer setting the fastest time. 
 
A long queue formed at Chilly Bridge as 
the early competitors arrived before the 
marshals but the section itself and restart 

pass fairly uneventfully. A very long track 
through the woods led to the sting in the 
tail of this year’s Exmoor Clouds – the two 
Kings Brompton sections. The first was a 
90 right up a muddy bank, which stopped 
almost the whole entry at the 11 marker 
with just the leading 5 in class 8 going 
clear. A short distance down the track was 
Kings Brompton 2 which stopped most 
either in a sticky patch at the 7 marker or 
in the deeper ruts at the top. 
 
The final section was very dry and dusty 
being a very straightforward track with a 
bumpy restart. Simon’s young daughter 
Jessica and her mother Emma were out 
here to watch – not bad going for a 3 
month old! 
 
With beautiful scenery, a good route, 
challenging sections and wonderful sunny 
clear weather this was a good event 
thanks to Dick Hutchings and the 
Minehead team 
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Motorcycle 
Championships 
 
Well again there is a raft of legislation not 
only threatening our sport but 
motorcycling in particular... These are just 
a few of the details: 
 
• No tampering of engine. (tuning). 
• Vehicles over seven years old not 

allowed in urban areas. 
• No accessories other than that as 

authorised by the manufacturer. 
• No modifications other than that as 

authorised by the manufacturer. 
• No tyres other than that as 

authorised by the manufacturer. 
 
Don’t know how you would get on if you 
have a BSA, AJS, Dellow etc....Cars will 
be next... 
 
http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/
petitions/5334  
 
I would hope all motorsport enthusiasts as 
well as any other person that is pro-
freedom would support action against this. 
This is felt to be the thin? edge to the 
banning of motorcycles in the EU. And the 
start to get rid of all vehicles over seven 
years old.... 
 
Now for the Championship....... 
 
Championship Places: 
The championships are being reasonably 
supported and in the Red Rose Bowl 
Simon Eddy is in first place, Geoff 
Westcott second and Al Lidgate third. 
 
In the Pouncey League Stephen 
Kingstone Leading by some considerable 
margin, David Craddock second, Andrew 
Craddock third, Julien Slade fourth and 
Buster Griffin fifth. 

 
Other: 
We have a new member Lloyd Barwick 
from the leaflets I put out at the MCC 
Testing Trial. Well done that man...... I 
also had an ACTC promotion stand at the 
Popham Mega meet. I again ask the 
members to actively publicise the ACTC 
and if at all possible for clubs to send 
entry forms for 2012 to their members 
when they send out their own club 
membership reminders. 
 
The championship contenders were again 
contacted re the question of sidecar 
specifications. I received no reply to my e-
mails from the MCC, however a short 
reply from their championship secretary 
was “The MCC has republished its 
specifications the same as last year and 
they have not altered”.... The ACTC Red 
Rose Bowl contenders were in agreement 
that the specifications should stand and if 
sidecars were entered in a championship 
round that were not as required then they 
should be put into a separate class or not 
run. The onus on the organising club to 
police via their scrutineering. 
 
As regards to motorcycle lights being 
required again the consensus of opinion 
was that lights should be required, 
However it would be up to the organising 
club to state this or not in its regulations 
for the event and up to the organising club 
to police via their scrutineeing. In the case 
of vehicles without lights, they must stop, 
if conditions are such that lights would be 
required by law. So the advice from the 
ACTC should be that lights are required 
unless otherwise specified. 
 

Stephen Bailey 
Motorcycle coordinator 
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Sections Ends 
By Dennis Greenslade 

 

C ornwall provided the terrain for 
rounds seven and eight of the 
national David Paull Classic 
Trials Championship. The 

seventh, the Tamar was reported upon in 
the last edition of Restart, and it was 
Camel Vale Motor Club that on the 11th 
November organised a very competitive 
Wadham Stringer Octo Trial, which 
formed round eight. 
 
There was a somewhat disappointing 
entry of thirty-six cars of which the 
ubiquitous Fords, MGs and Volkswagens 
formed the majority together with Imp 
variants and Dellows being well 
represented, plus sole accompaniment 
from Riley, NSU Prinz and an Opel Kadett 
GTE. 
 
Just like the Tamar two weeks earlier, the 
first section had been “borrowed” from a 
Land’s End - on this occasion it was 
Brickannan, now no longer used. It was 
almost completely overgrown at this time 
and thick with mud to provide a taster for 
what was to come. Camel Vale’s usual 
deviation into a field after a ninety-degree 
right-hand bend was sufficient to cause 
immediate penalties to the whole entry. 
Whilst waiting my turn to attempt the 
section I noted that the previous years 
overall winner and championship sponsor, 
the late David Paull, had already retired 
his Rallye Imp with gearbox problems. 
 
Following two climbs on grass at Penrose 
the winding roads over the upper reaches 
of the river Camel took competitors past 
the former residence of H.R.H. Prince 
Chula Chakrabongse of Thailand, to the 
deeply rutted lane at Tredethy. This 
provided a long struggle to the summit, 
little steering being required, as the front 
wheels could not extricate themselves 
from the sizeable grooves. Even after 
completing the observed climb it was 

difficult to return to tarmacadam from this 
ideal lane. 
 
The grit from the road helped to provide 
some momentum to enable any 
worthwhile fling at Panters, which 
contained near axle depth mud on a steep 
tree lined gradient. The best performances 
here were Hawke and Le Couteur’s 
Dellows on two and four respectively with 
Dudley equalling the higher penalty with 
his J2 MG. Lower Trehay and Warleggan 
completed the morning tests with the 
Duloe Forest, approximately four miles 
north of Looe, providing the first 
succession of sections during the 
afternoon. The surfaces within the forest 
varied from mud and slime to shale and 
whilst perhaps a little easier than the 
previous year, nonetheless catered for the 
most experienced trials driver. A deep 
bottoming cracking ford had to be 
negotiated before tackling Tredinnick and 
it was necessary to reverse through a 
narrow gateway before sliding the car 
along the adverse gradient of Colhender. 
 
By this time it was raining quite heavily 
with the obvious impact on traction. At the 
quagmire at Hardings, if any worthwhile 
progress was to be made it was quite 
clear that careful lining up of the car and 
then “bouncing” it off the bank was the 
only way to convey the vehicle through the 
right hand bend. Brain Morshead became 
too eager on this bend, rolling his Ford 
Escort and crushing his arm in the 
process, although damage to both car and 
driver was not too serious.  
 
An exceptionally narrow dark lane at 
Trebrownbridge – have you noticed all the 
Tre’s – by Tre, Pol and Pen, by these ye 
shall know the Cornishmen – completed 
the true classic sections with two final 
grass climbs thrown in to complete a 
splendid event. Dudley Sterry won the trial 
overall both on minimum penalties and 
index of performance. 
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The penultimate round of the 
championship, one week later and that 
was three rounds in four weeks, was the 
then very popular Exmoor Clouds Trial 
organised by Minehead Motor Club.  It 
attracted a star-studded entry of fifty-three 
to include amongst the entry illustrious 
names from the past and present. John 
Hayes, Ted Briant, Sue Halkyard, Brian 
Granger, Vernon Perry, Keith Vipond, 
Mike Heskins, Colin Ellis, Eric Wall, Philip 
Mitchell, Peter Le Couteur and the late 
Messrs. Ron Grimwood and Angus 
Stewart. In addition, apart from myself, the 
top contenders for the championship, 
Messrs. Martin Halliday, Frank Roseblade, 
Dudley Sterry and the 1978 champion 
Dick Andrews. All contenders were 
required to abandon “Town and Country” 
tyres in favour of a standard road pattern. 
 

Eric and Di Wall – 1959 Canhi, 
1978 Cotswold Clouds Trial 
 
This car was built for Peter 
Highwood by Mike Cannon - 
hence the name. Eric purchased 
the car in 1976/77 when it was 
being used in sporting trials. It is 
still fitted with the original E93A 
1192cc engine and it was 
necessary to fit lights and a 

charging system to make it road 
legal and a second fuel tank to 
get between fuel stops! 

 
Within a short drive from Minehead town 
centre activity began at the foot of Hindon 
Hill, where the hiss of pressurised air 
escaping from the rear tyres broke the 
relative silence early on that Sunday 
morning. Apart from this grassy hill, at 
times used on the Land’s End, there were 
two additional climbs reaching up to the 
500ft contour line forming part of a range 
of beautiful hills known as Minehead 
Without. The first of the three was the 
most difficult being a long climb from a 
farmyard and containing a ninety degree 
left hand bend followed by a ninety degree 
right through deep tacky mud and 
between widely spaced trees until one 
could travel no further, Here, as this was a 

Prime section, one either 
achieved zero penalties or 
six. Twenty-one failed to 
reach the summit and this 
was section one! The 
remaining sections failed a 
lesser number but already 
many penalty scores were 
into double figures. 
 
Oareford, within half a mile of 
the exceptionally narrow 
Robber’s Bridge, provided an 
extremely var ied tes t 
beginning on loose shale and 
then quickly into a ninety 
degree left hand bend over 
very slippery moss before 

winding its way up Black Hill. The lining up 
of the car on the bend proved critical as a 
foot or so in the wrong place left vehicles 
stationary with wheels spinning in an effort 
to gain traction. There were high penalties 
for the majority of the entry apart from the 
“specials class”  - now generally classes 7 
and 8 – where all reached the summit, 
plus Angus Stewart – Ford Popular, Martin 
Halliday – Austin Healey Sprite and Frank 
Trethewey and myself in Volkswagens. 
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Following the quagmire at Doonway, 
where Sue Halkyard almost rolled her 
open top Austin 7, came a long tree 
festooned climb at Southern Wood, as the 
previous section at Vennhayes was 
cancelled owing to a horse escaping. 
Despite the steepness at Southern Wood 
that rises from the road at the bottom of 
the Doone Valley it proved to be not 
unduly difficult, being surprisingly dry with 
a number of drivers reaching the section 
ends marker. 

Eric Wall and Paul Morris – 1959 
Canhi, 1979 Ebworth Trial 
 
Eric Wall is one of the most 
successful classic trials drivers 
and he is still competing today in 
a Dellow. He won his first Triple 
Award with the Canhi in 1979 
and went on to win two more in 
the following years becoming the 
first driver ever to win a” triple” 
Triple. I managed to equal that 
feat, the first using a saloon car, 
in the years 1990 to 1992. 

 
A restart on the average 1 in 6 leafy track 
from the private Glenthorne Estate which 
rises from a valley to meet the main A39 
caused many failures and was responsible 

for a badly over-heating clutch on Brian 
Granger’s NSU. However the approach to 
the section down a special stage track 
provides some of the best views of the 
North Devon coast. Downscombe 
contained deep mud near the end of the 
section; Withycombe served merely as a 
moderately long speed test – fastest time 
Dudley Sterry - and Pin Quarry was 
relatively easy providing the engine did 
not stall in the deep ford. 
 

One of the toughest 
climbs on this year’s 
Exmoor Clouds was at 
Great Nurcott, which 
was sufficiently wet to 
c a u s e  c o n s t a n t 
w h e e l s p i n .  M a n y 
competitors failed low 
down on the long grassy 
hill although cars were 
stopping virtually along 
its whole length. It really 
was great fun and a 
constant battle to obtain 
sufficient grip to reach 
the summit overlooking 
the upper reaches of the 
Exe valley. 
 

The deep ruts after the gateway at 
Kersham stopped the whole entry apart 
from the “specials” class and as usual the 
re-start on Butchers took its toll. Nurcott 
pits contained the usual twisting drives 
around the grassy mounds, finally 
finishing with the “wall of death” climb 
where a large crowd had gathered to 
watch the antics of cars being driven by 
rather tired competitors. 
 
I won the trial overall with class awards 
being gained by Frank Roseblade, Roger 
Hancock, Oliver Bettison and Peter Le 
Couteur. There now remained only one 
round to finalise the David Paull 
championship for the 1979 year – the 
Sporting Owners Driver’s Club, Conquest. 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                                                                   £13.99 
 

Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre-ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating                                £9.99 
 

Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                  £4.80 
Box 10 special price                                           £42.20 
 

CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                  £8.50 
Box 10 special price                                           £76.50 

Petrol Power Eco Max One Shot Boost 
Increases power and MPG. Reduces emissions. 
Cleans injectors fast. Adds up to 3 octane numbers 
250ml treats 60 litres petrol                                 £5.99 
 

CVL Turbo 
An ultra high performance octane booster for use with 
unleaded petrol to maximise engine performance. 
Adds up to 4 octane numbers. Ideal for turbo engines. 
Provides flame front control to increase resistance to 
high speed detonation and mechanical damage. 
500ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                £10.49 
 

Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres       £10.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres                                          £7.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£9.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Telephone 01460 66434 
Visit our new Online Shop @ 

www.vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

 

Whitchurch 

MOT 
Centre 

 

Adrian Marfell 
01600 890218 

 

 
  Air Cooled VW Experts 

  Class 4 Beetles a speciality 

  Tyre Racks 

  Sumpguards 

  Turn-Key Cars 

  In fact, everything you need 
to keep your trials VW 
competitive 

Just off the A40 between Ross and 
Monmouth,  where the Kyrle starts 
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Championship Chat  
 
Gosh! It certainly doesn’t seem like a year 
has passed since I was sitting down 
writing this column for the 2010 November 
Restart. And since it is the November 
edition there are two important tasks to 
complete; firstly to provide a precis of the 
tables as they stand approaching the end 
of the season and secondly to urge you all 
to complete and return the 2012 ACTC 
Entry Form (which comes with the 
magazine) as speedily as possible. 
 
As usual the tables for the various car 
championships will have been found a 
suitable home on other pages by editor.  
These tables do not include the recently 
completed Tamar trial, but they do have 
the provisional results in for the 
Edinburgh. Please check your own details 
to make sure that I’ve not blundered, and 
if you think I have please let me know, 
 
I, along with a lot of other people I 
suspect, thought that Nick Farmer had 
the Wheelspin sewn up at the summer 
break, but  ‘null points’ on the Taw and 
Torridge and the Exmoor Clouds has 
allowed Dean Partington to creep to 
within ten points, with a trial in hand, as it 
were. I think the betting must still be on 
Nick, but it looks like closer run thing that 
we expected earlier. Mike Chatwin, in his 
Partington-built DP Wasp is only four 
points behind Dean, with last years 
Wheelspin champion, Dudley Sterry, in 
fourth. Fifth place is very interesting 
because it’s occupied by Bill Bennett 
who, if he stays there (and he’s currently 
tied on points with Dick Bolt in sixth) will 
be ineligible for the Crackington Cup. 
 
The Crackington, as one would expect, is 
a much closer affair with the other class 2 
MG driver, John Bell, leading by just 
under two points from Bill Bennett, with 
the Class 1 charge this year being led by 
James Shallcross in third. If we assume 

that Nick Farmer, Dean Partington and 
Mike Chatwin are likely to win one of the 
trophies for the Wheelspin League, then 
the other places in the Crackington would 
seem to be a fight between Dave 
Haizelden, Dick Bolt and Keith Sanders 
with Simon Groves and Duncan 
Stephens ready to pounce if the others 
falter. 
 
The Navigator’s League has a familiar 
name at the top of it : Liz Bennett, who 
has getting on for twice the score of 
second place which I am currently 
occupying just under five points clear of 
Lorraine Rippon. Peter Goode (Mike 
Chatwin’s regular passenger) and James 
Curtis are also in contention for the minor 
places given good performances on the 
last three events. 
 
The FWDs +1 team, (Messrs Shallcross, 
Dommett, Cleal and Haizelden) are 
unlikely to be caught in the Team 
Championship as they have a seventy 
point lead from Derbyshire All-Stars 
(Messrs Knifton, Partington and 
Foster). More Bump’n’Grind (Messrs 
Bartelman, Groves and Sterry) are a 
very dim and distant third but at least their 
entry does give me an opportunity to 
congratulate both Paul and Simon on 
fatherhood, although I did notice on the 
Angel Steps restart on the Tamar that 
neither was babysitting! 
 
I now come to my annual plea, that is very 
well executed by the members, to 
complete and return your 2012 ACTC 
Entry forms, which will have accompanied 
this Restart, as soon as humanly possible. 
If you entry gets snared up in the 
Christmas post then we will probably have 
more cheques going astray than we did 
this year. 
 
Membership in all the ACTC categories 
was lower in 2011 than in 2010. With the 
current economic climate it is possible that 
numbers of members will fall further. 
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Which is why I am going to ask you to try 
and persuade you trialling chums who are 
not members, or who are thinking of not 
renewing, to decide that they are going to 
join, and if they are not going to compete 
then perhaps they’d like to take out a 
subscription to Restart so that they can 
keep in touch with their sport. 
 
I’d also like to urge more of us navigators/
bouncers/passengers to get their names 
put forward for the Navigators League. I’m 
firmly of the opinion that our ranks are too 
thin and we need more of us competing. 
 
And finally the Team Championship this 
year had only three teams. Surely we can 
raise more groups than that? It all adds 
more spice to the day’s sport – look at the 
MCC Team Championship - and there’s a 
rather splendid trophy for the winning 

team. Just make sure that all the 
members of the team you submit have 
remembered to enter the 2012 
championships. 
 
I doubt if I shall be around on the Exeter 
this year so I won’t be able to distribute 
your letter and stickers as I have done in 
the past. But look out for me on the Clee 
as I will try and keep down the ACTC 
postage bill by hand delivering as many as 
possible there. 
 
So all that remains for this edition is to 
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
splendid and (hopefully) more prosperous 
New Year. See you at the top of some 
hills in 2012. 
 

Chris Phillips 

Navigator's League
Ex ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Best 9 Events

Liz Bennett 10.2 10.4 10.2 10.4 10.2 5.0 10.5 10.2 5.0 82.1 9
Chris Phillips 1.0 8.0 8.9 0.0 8.6 6.0 5.0 5.0 6.0 48.5 8
Lorraine Rippon 5.0 9.3 R 9.0 R 5.0 10.4 5.0 43.7 6
Peter Goode 9.0 9.0 9.0 8.9 3.0 3.0 41.9 6
James Curtis 10.4 10.4 9.6 9.5 39.9 4
Donny Allen 7.0 10.0 8.00 5.00 30.0 4
Alan Selwood 5.0 R 10.6 11.0 0.0 2.0 28.6 4
Neil Forrest 3.0 10.2 8.3 1.0 3.0 25.5 5
Carlie Hart 11.0 9.0 5.0 25.0 3
Pat Toulmin 9.7 9.5 5.0 24.2 3
Nigel Jones 8.3 8.4 16.7 2
Tim Thompson 9.4 5.0 14.4 2
Sue Ludford 0.0 3.0 5.0 8.0 2

24 Oct 2011

Team Championship 2011
Ex ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Best 9 Events

FWDs Plus 1
James Shallcross 5.0 10.4 10.4 8.4 10.2 DNC 9.6 DNC 9.4 9.5 DNC 1.0
Adrian Dommett R DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC
Nick Cleal 3.0 9.4 9.4 10.4 DNC 9.5 DNC DNC DNC 8.5 DNC DNC
Dave Haizelden 5.0 8.4 8.4 9.4 DNC 10.5 10.6 5.0 R 10.5 DNC 5.0

13.0 28.2 28.2 28.2 28.5 126.1 5
Derbyshire Allstars
Charles Knifton 1.0 7.4 DNC DNC 9.2 DNC 6.6 DNC 10.4 DNC DNC 5.0
Dean Partington 7.0 DNC 10.0 9.3 7.6 10.0 DNC 9.9 6.0 10.0 DNC
Tim Foster 6.0 DNC DNC 8.3 DNC R DNC 7.9 DNC DNC DNC

20.4 26.8 28.2 75.4 3
More Bump'n'Grind
Paul Bartelman 3.0 DNC DNC DNC DNC 5.8 9.5 DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC
Simon Groves DNC 7.8 11.0 DNC 8.8 7.5 DNC DNC 9.0 7.0 3.0
Dudley Sterry 3.0 8.0 8.9 6.0 DNC 8.6 6.0 5.0 DNC 5.0 6.0 5.0

23.2 23.0 46.2 2

24 Oct 2011
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Wheelspin Table 2011
Ex ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Best 9 Events

Nick Farmer 5 10 8 10 10 5 10 5 63 8
Dean Partington 5 7 7 7 9 9 9 53 7
Michael Chatwin 9 4 9 8 6 3 10 49 7
Dudley Sterry 3 7 6 8 4 5 5 5 43 8
Bill Bennett 3 8 6 2 5 3 5 32 7
Dick Bolt 5 4 3 5 5 5 5 32 7
Arnie Martin 5 9 6 5 5 30 5
Duncan Stephens 5 1 6 5 7 5 29 6
Sim on Groves 5 8 3 6 22 4
Tris W hite 3 3 10 5 21 4
Keith Sanders 7 2 9 2 29 4
James Shallcross 5 3 10 1 19 4
Andrew Rippon 5 5 4 5 19 4
David Haizelden 5 1 5 1 5 17 5
Nigel Moss 10 4 1 15 3
Sim on W oodall 1 8 6 15 3
Eric W all 5 5 5 15 3
Michael Leete 1 9 3 13 3
Peter Mountain 3 5 5 13 3
Leslie Newell 8 4 12 2
Brian Partridge 7 5 12 2
Tim Foster 4 3 4 11 3
Peter Hart 6 5 11 2
Richard Houlgate 3 3 5 11 3
Charles Knifton 1 4 1 5 11 4
Barry Clarke 5 5 10 2
Neal Vile 3 5 1 9 3
Kevin Barnes 8 8 1
Julian Lack 1 2 5 8 3
Michael W arnes 5 3 8 2
Stuart Highwood 5 3 8 2
Murray Montgomery-Smith 5 3 8 2
John Ludford 3 5 8 2
Caroline Ugalde 3 5 8 2
Duncan W elch 3 5 8 2
Ian Davis 7 7 1
Vic Lockley 3 1 3 7 3
Russell Clarke 3 3 6 2
David Symons 1 5 6 2
Mal Allen 5 5 1
Terry Ball 5 5 1
John Bell 5 5 1
Colin Biles 5 5 1
Nigel Jones 5 5 1
Stephen Kingstone 5 5 1
David Miller 5 5 1
Stuart Roach 5 5 1
Bill Rosten 5 5 1
David Golightly 5 5 1
David Jackson 5 5 1
Robin Preedy 5 5 1
Sam Thompson 5 5 1
Jonathan Toulm in 5 5 1
Giles Greenslade 3 1 4 2
James Smith 3 1 4 2
Paul Bartlem an 3 3 1
Nick Cleal 3 3 1
Sticker Martin 3 3 1
Mark Smith 3 3 1
Rob W ells 3 3 1
John W hite 3 3 1
Tony Branson 3 3 1
Jeremy Slatter 1 1 2 2
Derek Tyler 2 2 1
Mike W orkman 2 2 1
Stuart Harrold 1 1 1
Peter Jones 1 1 1
Richard Peck 1 1 1
Stephen Potter 1 1 1
Adrian Tucker-Peake 1 1 1
Courtenay Yandle 1 1 1

24 Oct 2011
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Crackington Table 2011
Ex ClH Exm CoC Nor Tor Kyr LE Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Best 9 Events

John Bell 9.2 9.2 9.4 9.2 9.4 9.2 8.5 9.2 10.1 83.4 9
Bill Bennett 10.2 10.4 10.2 10.4 10.2 5.0 10.5 10.2 5.0 82.1 9
James Shallcross 5.0 10.4 10.4 8.4 10.2 9.6 9.4 9.5 1.0 73.9 9
Nick Farmer 5.0 5.0 10.9 R 10.3 10.6 11.0 5.0 10.9 2.0 5.0 2.0 73.7 11
David Haizelden 5.0 8.4 8.4 9.4 10.5 10.6 5.0 R 10.5 5.0 72.8 9
Dean Partington 7.0 10.0 9.3 7.6 10.0 9.9 6.0 10.0 69.8 8
Michael Chatwin 10.0 9.0 9.6 9.0 8.9 4.0 3.0 11.0 64.5 8
Dick Bolt 5.0 9.8 10.0 9.8 10.5 5.0 8.6 5.0 63.7 8
Keith Sanders 10.3 10.5 10.4 R 10.4 10.5 10.2 62.3 6
Dudley Sterry 3.0 8.0 8.9 6.0 8.6 6.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 55.5 9
Simon Groves 7.8 11.0 8.8 7.5 10.0 3.0 7.0 55.1 7
Duncan Stephens 5.0 9.0 11.0 5.0 9.7 5.0 6.0 50.7 7
Nick Cleal 3.0 9.4 9.4 10.4 9.5 8.5 50.2 6
Peter Jones 8.5 9.4 9.3 1.0 9.5 9.2 46.9 6
Andrew Rippon 5.0 9.3 R 9.0 R 5.0 10.4 5.0 43.7 6
Arnie Martin 5.0 10.8 10.8 5.0 10.6 42.2 5
Tris White 11.0 10.0 3.0 11.0 5.0 40.0 5
Charles Knifton 1.0 7.4 9.2 6.6 10.4 5.0 39.6 6
Mal Allen 7.0 10.0 8.0 8.0 5.0 38.0 5
Vic Lockley 3.0 10.2 8.3 9.3 1.0 3.0 34.8 6
John White 3.0 9.4 9.2 10.4 32.0 4
Nigel Jones 5.0 7.4 10.1 8.5 31.0 4
Michael Leete 1.0 7.4 10.2 3.0 8.4 30.0 5
Murray Montgomery-Smith 8.0 R 6.0 7.0 5.0 3.0 29.0 5
Brian Alexander 9.3 7.5 10.5 27.3 3
Peter Hart 11.0 10.0 5.0 26.0 3
Simon Woodall 1.0 9.0 0.0 2.0 5.9 8.0 0.0 25.9 5
David Golightly 10.2 9.5 5.0 24.7 3
Colin Perryman 7.7 9.3 7.4 24.4 3
Julian Lack 1.0 4.0 10.6 8.7 24.3 4
Jonathan Toulmin 9.4 9.5 5.0 23.9 3
Luke Blaber 7.5 7.6 7.5 22.6 3
Tim Foster 6.0 8.3 R 7.9 22.2 3
Richard Houlgate 3.0 2.0 9.0 3.0 5.0 22.0 5
Nigel Moss 11.0 6.6 3.0 29.6 3
Bill Rosten 5.0 6.7 8.3 20.0 3
Brian Partridge 3.0 8.0 5.0 3.0 29.0 4
Paul Bartleman 3.0 5.8 9.5 18.3 3
Dave Broom 7.4 10.7 18.1 2
Russell Clarke 3.0 4.0 5.6 5.0 17.6 4
John Ludford 5.0 0.0 4.0 3.0 5.0 17.0 4
Michael Pocock 9.2 7.4 16.6 2
Michael Warnes 5.0 8.4 3.0 16.4 3
James Smith 3.0 10.2 2.0 1.0 16.2 4
John Wilton 7.4 8.4 15.8 2
Derek Tyler 10.0 5.0 15.0 2
Eric Wall 5.0 5.0 5.0 15.0 3
Leslie Newell 9.9 5.0 14.9 2
Tony Branson 6.0 5.7 3.0 14.7 3
Stuart Highwood R 0.0 6.0 5.0 3.0 14.0 3
Terry Ball 5.0 8.4 13.4 2
Giles Greenslade 3.0 10.3 13.3 2
Peter Mountain 3.0 R 5.0 5.0 13.0 3
David Jackson 3.0 0.0 0.0 4.9 5.0 12.9 3
Rob Wells 3.0 9.2 R 12.2 2
Mike Workman 8.0 4.0 12.0 2
Kevin Barnes 10.7 10.7 1
Sam Thompson 5.7 5.0 10.7 2
Gary Browning 10.3 10.3 1
Roger Ugalde 10.3 10.3 1
Ian Moss 10.2 10.2 1
Nick Cross 10.1 10.1 1
Barry Clarke 5.0 5.0 10.0 2
Richard Peck 1.0 8.3 9.3 2
Neal Vile 3.0 5.0 1.0 9.0 3
Nicola Butcher 8.4 8.4 1
Ian Davis 0.0 8.0 8.0 1
Caroline Ugalde 3.0 5.0 8.0 2
Duncan Welch 3.0 5.0 8.0 2
Dean Yarranton R R 0.0 6.9 0.0 0.0 6.9 1
Robert Hodgkinson 0.0 0.0 R 6.7 6.7 1

24 Oct 2011
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
12th November Lakeland VSCC * 
13th November Hardy Woolbridge ACTC invite 
27th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
27th November Neil Wescott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
4th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 
    
6th January Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
22nd January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
29th January Exmoor North Devon MC Championship (C/M) 
5th February Cotswold Clouds Stroud Championship (C) 
5th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
12th February Launceston L&NCMC * 
18th February Northern Fell Side Championship (C/M) 
18th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC * 
26th February Chairman’s Holsworthy Championship (M) 
3rd March Derbyshire VSCC * 
4th March March Hare Falcon ACTC invite 
4th March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
11th March Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 
17th March Herefordshire VSCC * 
25th March Torbay Torbay MC Championship (C/M) 
6th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
7th April Scottish VSCC * 
9th April Presidents Camel Vale * 
14th April Kimber MGCC * 
15th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
29th April Bovey Down Windwhistle ACTC invite 
13th May Ilkley Ilkley MC Championship (C/M) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 
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