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EDITORIAL 
 
Editor: Mrs Pat Toulmin 
Northbrook                                                             Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands                                                      Jonathan Toulmin 
Heath End                                                             Tel: 01789 731332     
Snitterfield                                                              jonathan@toulmin.info                    
Stratford on Avon                                            
CV37 0PP                                                      
Tel:   01789 731332                                                ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
pat@toulmin.info                                                                
 
Who would be an editor! Most problems are to do with lack of copy and/or photographs, 
but this time I have an ‘excess of riches’. Not that I am complaining at all, but I will have 
to keep some contributions over to the next issue. Of course this is a long way away 
(November), but in this issue we have some really good longer articles that I just had to 
publish—very many thanks to the authors. Possibly for the first time I will keep almost all 
of the Lands End articles for the Autumn issue and certainly the Ilkley contributions. 
 
Thinking about the Ilkley it is quite different from the majority of classic trials, but 
perhaps this is for the good of the sport? Different time of year, lots of sections, 
penalties for hitting markers (we fell foul to this), more PCT type sections…….. Not that I 
am for a moment suggesting that all trials should be the same, but perhaps variety 
reigns? 
 
Jonathan and I have now done three trials in our ‘new ‘ car. It has been a learning curve 
and great fun. I particularly like the ‘targa’ roof. It means that the car is a saloon when 
it’s cold and wet, but can be an open car in the sunshine (the roof stores behind the 
seats!) - the best of both worlds. It is no way as easy to ‘bounce’ as the Marlin, although 
on rocky sections it seems to bounce itself and me into the roof or whatever else is in 
the way (including Jonathan!) 
 
Fellow Suzuki X90 driver Brian Alexander sent me a report on the ASWMC Trials 
Championship and as I don’t have space to publish it in full the following is an update of 
the pre Lands End  positions. 
 
‘Keith Sanders,David Haizelden Dick Bolt Nick Farmer and Bill Bennett all recorded 
class wins on Ross & District's Kyrle trial, round 6 of the championship. This has 
resulted in no change to the top three positions with Keith still leading by one point from 
Dave with James Shallcross dropping a couple of points but still 2 points ahead of Bill 
Bennett. Bill now moves up to fourth above Simon Groves, "Groover" losing out to Dick 
Bolt and Paul Bartleman, finishing fourth Escort in class 3. Dick's Duratec Escort as a 
result has moved up a place and Nick Farmer three places, both now sharing sixth with 
30 points ahead of Dudley Sterry's class 8 MG‘ 
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There was much debate at the May 2011 
ACTC council meeting on the subject of 
tyres, and in particular the Kingpin K4S. 
Although this tyre was allowed on to the 
list some time ago, when it first appeared 
it was only obtainable in an obscure size, 
but now it is available in the popular 
fourteen and fifteen inch diameters. A 
number of people felt that its tread pattern 
was above and beyond that which would 
make it a normal road pattern. It does 
appear on the Kingpin website in their 
normal road pattern section but since 
ACTC lifted the restriction on M+S marked 
tyres (because most budget tyres are so 
marked for political reasons) a more 
careful scrutiny of pattern is called for and 
decisions on acceptability become more 
subjective. The meeting had an example 
of this tyre for their consideration, along 
with a Matador MP300 – long considered 
to be the most “aggressive” of the 
approved list – and a Nexen SB302 - 
currently one of the more popular choices 
and one that is offered in a variety of 
different diameters. Much discussion 
ensued on the finer points of block gap 
widths and shoulder sizes; on tread 
deformation and the effects of high and 
low tyre pressures. In the isolated 
conditions of the council meeting no firm 
conclusion was reached other than the 
fact that it was clearly a very good tyre 
and that given that it was already on the 
list it should remain there until the May 
2012, with the council reviewing how the 
tyre had performed over the year. I have 
to caution owners and potential owners of 
this cover that if the council decides, at 
that meeting, that the pattern should not 
be allowed then the ban will probably be 
introduced overnight. Any requirement to 

use up stock is occurring between now 
and next May – 12 months time. Banning 
a previously acceptable tyre would be a 
first for ACTC, the only other time the 
sport has come close to this being back in 
the early eighties when it was decided by 
MCC that the Yearling was an “All 
Seas ons ”  t yre  and  there f o re 
unacceptable. The Yearling incidentally 
has a far less open pattern than either the 
Kingpin K4S or the Matador MP300. 
 
As I write this, (the last week in May) the 
“entries” for the ACTC Dinner & Awards 
Presentation continue the trend shown by 
the trials in the first half of the season by 
being well down. I appreciate that a social 
event of this sort has a different appeal, 
and I also appreciate that with the summer 
people go off and pursue their fine 
weather activities. None the less, if we are 
to have a championship or championships 
of any status then an awards presentation 
ceremony should be a part of that. We 
used to have the presentation after the 
Exeter trial, and I’m sure that the 
arrangement appealed to the vast majority 
of competitors and recipients. Alas it did 
not appeal to that hard done by minority – 
the organisers. Getting the results sorted 
in the short time between the Camel and 
the Exeter was hard enough let alone 
getting the engraving done and delivered 
to Babbacombe. Then there was the 
problem of getting trophies home in a 
trials car – not too bad if you were a 
recipient with only one to carry, although 
several did get damaged, a real pain if you 
were the mug who was left with several 
uncollected items to transport. So a 
separate event is a necessity. But what 
should we do to give it the right attraction? 
I had thought that a dinner and a chance 
to discus the sport; to chew the fat with 
the people you call your friends and do 
what the Americans call “bench racing” 
would appeal. It would seem not. If the 
numbers aren’t back up next year, then 
there won’t be another. But if there is an 
end to this event, how do we replace it? 
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T here was a fairly well attended 
Council meeting in May with a 
very busy agenda. 
 

The MSA have now confirmed that as 
from the 1st January 2012 all Cars on 
Classic Trials must carry a small spill kit 
that meets or exceeds MSA regulation 
J5.20.13 There is a company in Devon, 
The Star Motor Co. Ltd. Who can provide 
these kits by mail order at £6 each plus 

Sect’
s 

Spin 

As a national championship some people 
will inevitably have to travel a long 
distance to attend so an overnight stay is 
on the cards. If there is no overnight stay 
then the problems of drinking and driving 
reduce the impact for many. The current 
dinner venue a Culompton is probably a 
middle as it gets, (although if you find the 
point that is half way between Carlise and 
Bodmin it is M5 Jn 5 which is right on my 
doorstep!) I don’t know what the answer 
is, and I’m open to suggestions. 
 
During March and April there was a flurry 
of e-mails travelling around amongst the 
cognoscenti regarding what constitutes an 
LDT Outfit. This was partly prompted by 
the realisation that the rules specify a 
sidecar that is attached to a motorcycle 
frame – as opposed to a machine of three 
wheels with an integrated chassis. This 
latter having been the norm for 
considerable time. And partly by the fact 
that a number of organisers accept enduro 
outfits into this class to swell their 
numbers. Enduro outfits differing from 
trials outfits by virtue of their not having a 
nosecone and not having a seat. If this 
seems gibberish, compare the 
photographs on page 12 of the Spring 
issue of Triple. The upper shot shows an 
Enduro outfit, and the lower one shows 
the sort of LDT outfit that we are used to 
seeing on our events. Discussions about 
whether to adopt a tolerant approach or to 
stick only with the sidecars that are 
currently the backbone of Class D came to 

an ubrupt end when it was pointed out that 
the seatless enduro outfits were not 
actually road legal. 
 
Some criticism has been made of our 
scrutineer for the way revs are measured 
when a noise test is carried out. At the 
Ilkley Trial experiments were carried out 
using a multi-meter attached to the 
Ignition coil. This seemed to work well to 
get a reading, but was fiddly to attach. If 
competitors could have a wire attached to 
their coil, which could be passed out to 
connect to this meter, the signs are that it 
might help move forward. It did not work 
with some forms of electronic ignition, but 
I leave it to the owners of vehicles so 
equipped to sort out how to make it work. 
We will try some more at the Taw & 
Torridge in September. 
 
As part of trying to keep the lines of 
communication open between the 
organisers and rule makers and the 
competitors, the minutes of ACTC 
meetings will now be posted on the ACTC 
website for you all to peruse at your 
leisure. In addition to this I’m going to start 
a blog in which I will talk about rules that 
are changing, rules that we are 
considering changing and any other 
associated items, which might or might not 
be of interest to triallers. Have a look at 
http://actcchat.blogspot.com/ or follow the 
link from the ACTC website. Sign up as a 
follower, and make your own comments 
about how your sport is being run. 
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£1.95 P&P. Go to www.msaspillkits.co.uk 
to order on line. The kit is about the size of 
a thick paperback book so there should be 
room for it in even the smallest of class 8 
cars. The scrutineer will be checking that 
you are carrying a spill kit on all of next 
year’s trials. 
 
My clubs event, The Kyrle Trial has come 
and gone and it seems to involve more 
and more work each year, or perhaps we 
are just getting older! The Kyrle ran in 
what has been reported as the driest April 
on record and it was a major challenge to 
C of C Derek Tyler to find ways of taking 
marks from the cars. But he managed 
without having to resort to dumping water 
onto hills. The use of tyre pressures and 
careful marking out of sections allowed us 
to take marks from every car. We already 
have plans for some new hills on next 
year’s trial. 
 
There are constant reports of trials cars 
breaking differentials. Some cars with 
Ford or BMC axels can be fitted with high 
spec custom-built differentials, at a price. 
Generally it seems the front wheel drive 
cars have problems not only of breaking 
diffs. But when they break they then take 
out the gearbox making the repair even 
more expensive. Well there is some good 
news afoot. Adrian Tucker-Peake has 
been talking to the company TranX of 
Coventry and they are developing a range 
of ‘strong’ free differentials. The 
preliminary design is for a B series axle 
and prototypes will be tested this summer. 
If this is successful this may be extended 
to a range of ‘strong’ differentials for FWD 
and RWD cars. We will keep you posted. 
 
Some of you will know that I have recently 
sold my Troll trials car. It was a big wrench 
letting it go after 15 years ownership, but I 
had got rather bored with some aspects of 
classic trials. I sold it because I did not 
want to just lock it away in my garage, 
never for it to see the light of day as has 
happened with many Trolls. My car went 

to a trialing family with good intentions for 
father and both sons to drive it. I am now 
considering what I will do motor sport 
wise. 
 
I was out on the Lands End trial where I 
marshalled the flying finish line on the 
regularity test attempted by the Popham 
and Michael Wood starters. It was very 
impressive how accurate some of the 
competitors, especially on solo bikes 
were, in a few cases ‘spot on’. We only 
had one competitor who actually stopped 
on the finish line and you could hear many 
navigators counting down the time to their 
drivers. 
 
This years MCC Summer Run has been 
organised by Bill Bennett and myself. It 
fun to put together a route that shows off 
the best of your area and we hope the 
entrants enjoy an anti clockwise 
circulation of the river Severn. 
 
I will be marshalling with Chris Phillips at 
the Goodwood Festival of Speed in July. 
We always marshal the area below the 
start line so if you are there come and say 
hello. Let’s hope for the spectators and 
drivers sake it is a rain free weekend. 
 
I am sorry to say that I will miss the 
Awards Dinner, as I will be away touring in 
France in my Morgan. I hope you all have 
a very enjoyable evening. 
 
Enjoy your summer doing whatever it 
is you do when not trialing. 
 

Stuart Harrold 
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The Northern. A Trial Too Far? 
by Myke Pocock 
 

N ot for me, the Northern starting at 
a decent enough time, with 
brecky and a gentle drive to the 
start venue. My trial started 

months earlier. The cognoscenti within 
Fell Side had left me little room for 
manoeuvre when it was decided I would 
be Marshal’s Co-ordinator for the 
competition. Fred Mills probably did 
countless cartwheels in celebration as he 
had done the job manfully last year in 
addition to virtually all the rest of the 
organisation.  
 
With 100 plus marshals need on the day, 
almost all from outside our club, we have 
to rely heavily on various local and not so 
local motorsport clubs, enthusiasts and 
previous helpers to fulfil the need. In total 
something like 130 request letters were 
sent out by me from mid November to 
very close to the trial and a trickle of 
replies started to come in causing me 
plenty of sleepless nights worrying if we 
would have enough. Due to the nature of 
many of our sections, 4x4 recovery is 
critical and this aspect caused more 
concern as the numbers available to me 
stayed steadfastly low up until the last two 
weeks or so when something switched 
and I had plenty. Nonetheless on a critical 
section on the day a new volunteer never 
turned up, and with no apology, thereby 
causing some delays but the situation was 
manfully coped with by the Clerk of the 
Course, the Section Controller and his 
assistants, the Steward, various other 
bods and a certain fairly new Fell Side 
member that goes by the name of Wayne 
Perkins and his best friend! Now then, 
Wayne is well into his 40s, his body has 
certainly seen better days and is in need 
of a form of fitness regime, he emits 
copious quantities of noxious fumes and 
moans and groans constantly. If you want 
to know more, ask Tony Branson. 
 

Whilst we have many sections that give 
The Northern its unique appeal, we also 
needed to introduce something new to 
previous participants so returned to a 
venue that had only been used on the 
very first Northern, Leesrigg Farm. In 
addition, our contact within the Forestry 
Commission now knows what we are after 
and came up with a cracking section that 
had never seen motorsport in its life. 
However it had overhanging branches and 
a not insignificant tree towards the top. 
This required some very basic extraction 
techniques by us as, not being allowed to 
take a chainsaw into the forests it had to 
come out purely by sweat and toil. 
Another visit to the forest was required for 
more work, which coincided with probably 
one of the wettest days in January. In 
addition some cunning deviations were 
planned on two sections after a further 
visit to the forests. Three sections that we 
had used in the past within the Darling 
Howe forest complex are still suffering 
flood washout from a few years ago and 
may need some substantial working on to 
be used again.   
 
The Northern has never attracted a full 
entry list and we need as many strategies 
as possible to attract competitors. Every 
November we marshal a section on the 
VSCC’s Lakeland Trial and hand every 
competitor a flyer. Despite this we had no 
new competitors from that group? We also 
send out a press release to all local 
newspapers and had good coverage but 
little take up from local bikes or for class 0 
than previously. Despite these best 
efforts, entries were stubbornly slow in 
coming and if it had not been for a fairly 
healthy bike entry we wouldn’t have had a 
trial, full stop! 
 
Nevertheless on the 18th February, 4 set-
up teams were able to travel into the 
forests, peg everything out on the sections 
and mark out the forestry routes. What a 
boost to us following all the hard work by a 
small and dedicated bunch! 
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So, getting up at 6am on the 19th had 
been preceded by many hours of work of 
all kinds. Was I looking forward to it? You 
bet! With a start time of 8:40 I had time for 
an unhurried chat to a few people, 
interrupted by a message that the gate 
into the Leesrigg complex was locked. 
Strange? We had left it unlocked a week 
previously when we set up the first 
section, A Bolivion. Seems the farmer 
found it open and re-locked it but easily 
corrected by lifting it off its hinges!  
 
The first competition was Special Test 1, 
which was overseen by Restart’s 
illustrious editorial team of Pat and 
Jonathan Toulmin. It involved a drive up 
onto a mound, over BB, reverse back over 
CC then drop down off the mound, do a 
180 then back up onto and over the 
mound to stop astride DD. A cunningly 
positioned farm implement (not by us 
though) meant that the 180 needed 
reverse (or a three point turn by some!) 
leading to some fun and games by various 
entrants.  
 
Next it was A Bolivian, renamed by Fred 
Mills from its first incarnation of Oblivion 
many years ago. Huh, funny people these 
types from the North East eh? This 
involved a run slightly down hill in a nice 
muddy gully then a short steep pull up and 
over a knife edge, drop into a bomb hole, 
plenty of welly up the other side and then 
a sharp 90 left up a short slippery hill. The 
Clerk of the Course, Dave Miller and his 
Steward, Nick Pocock had decided that 
the original route that turned right for all 
apart from class 0 was just too much so 
everyone did the left apart from class 8. 
Despite repeated instructions previously to 
video this, I set the camera incorrectly. Oh 
dear. A 0 for the first section was nice to 
see though. 
 
Our next section, Black Hole, has 
changed over the years originally having 
seriously deep and wide ruts up through a 
forest needing competitors to drop into 

either rut. The ruts have tended to fill in 
but it is still very slippery at the bottom 
needing plenty of traction off the start line 
to gain momentum up the hill. A 6 was 
about as good as I was going to get there. 
 
Our next collection of 4 sections was off 
Whinlatter Pass starting with Sheepfold. I 
have done this before when we first used 
it as a section and didn’t fare any better 
than then with a measly 9 on the card but I 
needed more traction off the line than I 
got. Ullister Hill is another section that I 
have done before when I got something 
like a 3. We had been promised some 
snow in the Friday’s weather forecast and 
fortunately this was the only time it 
showed itself. This time my tyre pressure 
choice was absolutely abysmal, getting far 
too much grip with 12 psi and the engine 
just bogged down. Believe me, if I could 
kick myself I would have done. On 
reflection 15 or even 18 would have 
sufficed. Like a number of the sections, 
this one has a good grippy surface in 
places where the top has been worn off.  
 
It was then on to Lord’s Seat with some 
spectacular views on the way over 
Bassenthwaite Lake. When we first found 
this section I was one of the first to try it 
out. Once again, a nice long straight run 
up through trees with a wicked left-hander 
at the top. Get out of the ruts and you 
could so easily loose grip. The lower 
classes have a preferential start line but 
we still needed plenty of revs to get a 
good run at the hill, snaking left and right 
in the ruts until running out of puff just 
above the restart for a 4. Blimey, some 
hills can really tire you out!  
 
It was then a back track to ‘24’ where we 
had devised a cunning deviation for the 
upper classes just after the start. This 
section caused very little problem for most 
apart from the deviation at the 2 marker 
that had been put in to shorten the hill. I 
didn’t like that, put off I think by the 
thought that I would run into the small tree 



8 

right after the 1 marker. Baldrick, not me 
of course, has had an attraction to natural 
objects in the shape of trees over the 
years as some will already know. Perhaps 
that’s something to do with me being a 
woodworker?  
 
Baldrick had seen no competition since 
last year’s Ilkley Trial, having only needed 
the drive shaft packers trimming down in 
thickness a bit so I was delighted the way 
he was running. The next set of 4 sections 
were all in Hobcarton starting with Lowry’s 
which, when we first used it, was deep in 
moss with hardly a solid surface visible. 
These days it has a hard surface all the 
way although a bit rutted and rough 
towards the end, causing no problems for 
anyone however. This was my only restart 
of the day.  
 
Next up was Long Crag, which is a 
straight uphill drag from a forestry road 
with a hard surface covered with a 
sprinkling of mud. With no run up to this, 
traction off the start line is all important but 
again a higher tyre pressure may have 
paid dividends as I scored a not very 
impressive 6.  
 
Lesson learned and on arrival at the next 
one, The Grotto, I put some more air in 
and with a similar king of section and 
surface but with more mud I got a pleasing 
3. The last one here, Ladyside, was 
probably my least liked section and with 
no traction to speak of I got a 6 which 
compared reasonably with others efforts 
so not too bad. The tree magnet worked a 
treat here when I reversed back out, 
parking it nicely up against one of the 
Forestry Commission’s finest specimens. 
Some energetic pushing from the ever-
helpful marshals saw me easily extracted 
but with a slight ding in the off side back 
door.   
 
From here it was just a short run to OMG, 
our brand new section. This one had seen 
all our hard work to get it into a usable 

condition but the set-up team had decided 
to shorten it due to the atrocious weather 
of previous days meaning that our tree 
removing exploits must wait to pay 
dividends in future years. Nevertheless it 
proved to be a competitive hill from the 
results and should really come into its own 
in time. The first 100 feet or so are at a 
very steep angle needing full power and 
plenty of traction to get up. A 6 was a 
reasonable result here. Once again when 
reversing I decided intimacy with a fine 
looking Christmas tree would be in 
keeping but this time avoided the 
expected result with more assistance from 
the attendant marshals.  
 
We were then off to Wythop for the next 
three starting with Little Cockup. This is a 
cracking section with a shortish uphill run 
then flattening out before entering woods 
leading to a vicious left hander and short 
steep uphill to the end. This one needs 
plenty of bravery on the bend, as it can be 
very rutted and deep. I attacked it with 
plenty of speed but nose dived into the rut 
and abruptly stopped. My plan to go wide 
had not come off! Not so much of a 
cunning plan, eh Baldrick?  
 
Our next evil plan for the entrants involved 
another cunning alteration. Are you 
detecting some sort of Blackadder type 
theme developing here? Those that have 
had the pleasure of Routen Romp will 
know that if you manage to get over the 
restart area then the run to the last steep 
few feet is helped by a nice flat track. So, 
take ‘em right off the track to the right, 
through the trees and then back on to 
slow things down. Neat eh? Problem is 
that I didn’t get much past the Restart 
area before coming to an inglorious halt. 
Never mind, Wayne Perkins was on hand 
to lend a hand! Once recovered I was able 
to do the deviation and cleaned the last 
part and what fun it was. Pity it was in two 
bits. Word is that the alteration was liked 
by many.  
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Before we exited Wythop it was time to 
tackle Lothwaite Side. Now, I had 
spectated and filmed there before and 
seen cleans but also failures by some who 
should have know better. This section is 
not sub-divided and had no restart for the 
lowly ones. Opinion differed about how to 
tackle the corner, some saying go wide, 
some say cut it tight. The problem is that 
the view on the corner through the 
windscreen is off sky with a rather 
uninviting drop of a few hundred feet or so 
if really overcooked. I took it wide. The 
bend is total rock with various evil steps to 
catch you out so it needed plenty of welly 
and wheel spin to clear it before setting off 
to the restart area. This is far easier for 
those who stop as us lowly minions have 
to hit it at speed and my steed flew off into 
orbit followed by a strange whining noise, 
not The Boss in the back I hasten to add. 
Onward and upward and another slight 
step just short of the section end board 
increased the noise leading to me thinking 
that a wheel had distorted. Inspection of 
the blue and white meany revealed that 
the only problem was that the water 
container stored within the rear wing area 
had jumped out and fouled on the 
alternator pulley.  
 
With one section, Sandale and a special 
test to go all was looking good for 
probably my one and only Northern Trial. 
However on the road section just after 
Lothwaite the engine started to run 
roughly then died. Thoughts of, “NO!” and 
“NOT NOW” entered my head. However 
as I run bike carbs and they need to run at 
a specific fuel pressure I have a pressure 
gauge along with an adjustable Filter King 
in the fuel line. Inspection revealed the 
gauge was running at zero which was 
strange until the Facet pump eventually 
did its bit and built up pressure again. I 
suspect that the pounding on Lothwaite 
had disturbed muck in the tank causing a 
temporary blockage in the system which 
didn’t re-occur. 
 

Now then, Sandale appears on a number 
of people’s favourite sections lists and I 
am not one to disagree. Arriving at the 
start line I was greeted with a very special 
sign posted by a certain Chris Veevers 
warning me to beware of the tyre wall, 
something that I have made intimate 
contact with in the past to the detriment of 
Baldrick’s body. This one was going to be 
full out. Give it the gun off the line, plenty 
of clearance past the tyres and good 
traction on the rough surface then through 
the first mud, stick to the tracks jumping 
left and right and as much speed as 
possible into the restart box. We cleaned it 
with speed but ground to a halt just after, 
sitting on the sump guard, but what a 
feeling. A 2 was so much fun but a clean 
would have been heaven. Nice of Dave 
Miller, doing his Clerk of the Course bit by 
the restart, to offer his calculated 
comment of “You drove it like an old 
woman”. I never did get the sherry at The 
Stocksman that he offered to buy. 
Skinflint! 
 
After a brief stop to pump the tyres up we 
set off to Greenrigg for the second special 
test, which was a simple AA, BB reverse 
then CC job but loved by many because 
we make it a very long test. Cleans out the 
last remaining cobwebs I suppose. 
 
Biased in plenty as I may be, but I 
thoroughly enjoyed possibly my one and 
only Northern. Plenty of variety, not many 
holdups, good crack from the marshals 
and a variety of differing sections to keep 
you on your toes. A Trial Too Far? For 
many maybe but you missed a goodun. 
Only you guys can keep this one running 
in the future. It may be miles away from 
the heartland of trialling but I reckon it’s 
worth the cost, don’t you? 
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Four Mancs at the Fellside 
by John Boothroyd 
 

T hree of us from our local 
Manchester TRF group have 
developed an interest in the world 
of “long distance trials” our annual 

outings are usually the three MCC 
classics plus the Fellside Auto Club’s 
Northern Trial in Cumbria and the Ilkley 
Trial run in the Yorkshire Dales. 
 
So when the entry forms etc for this years 
‘Fellside’ were available the three of us 
Pete Burke (CCM 404), Roger Gill (DRZ 
400) and myself (Triumph T100) plus Ian 
O’Brien (KTM 400) another TRF member 
from the Ribble Valley and a newcomer to 
LDTs got our entries in for this year’s 
event and got on with organising the 
transport and digs for the Friday before 
the event, we had decided to stay in a 
B&B on the Friday before the event to 
save having to drive from Manchester on 
the morning of the event as we all live a 
few miles apart. 
 
I have heard it said that events are won 
and lost in the workshop so a week or two 
before the trial I thought I had better do a 
bit of machine preparation on my bike, a 
Triumph Adventurer lookalike, actually a 
frame from a 1971 250cc Triumph B25ST 
with a 500cc T100 engine fitted. I had 
ridden it in the Exeter trial in January 
without any problems so preparation for 
the Fellside consisted of new tyres back 
and front (a roughly annual event for the 
rear and bi annual for the front), checking 
the brakes, the Exeter had been very wet 
this year and the brakes suffered a bit 
from water getting in, plus I changed the 
oil and checked the tappets. 
 
I had received an email copy of the route 
the Wednesday before the trial as a ‘word’ 
document so I was to able modify it so I 
that I could read without the use of my 
glasses, this was then printed, sellotaped 
together and installed in my Acerbis road 
book holder, the road book was fitted on 

the handle bar brace, then the bike was 
topped up with petrol and was pronounced 
ready to go. 
 
I finished work at 1 o’clock sharp on 
Friday afternoon loaded up my bike drove 
to pick up my two riding pals Pete and 
Roger, Ian was making his own way up 
and we arrived at our digs about 7.30. 
Wheyrigg Hall about 3 miles from the start 
in Wigton, we had stayed here before and 
found it suits us, the accommodation and 
food are good and they are happy to cook 
a full breakfast at 6 am. We awoke at 5.30 
on Saturday to the sound of heavy rain 
and after a full English made our way to 
the start at the cattle market in Wigton in 
good time to get scrutineered, Pops the 
official deemed my bike ok and armed 
with the password “pops says it’s ok” went 
and signed on, it was still raining as we 
got geared up and we decided that even if 
it stopped raining the day would still be 
fairly cold and so the thermals and 
waterproof socks went on.  
 
Then it was up to the start area to wait for 
our respective start times, and by which 
time the rain had ceased and apart from 
an occaisional shower stayed away for the 
rest of the day, as the four of us had 
numbers close together we arranged to 
group up at the petrol station after the 
start as Pete needed petrol for the CCM 
and Ian needed to put some “wind” in the 
KTM front tyre, once we were all ready we 
were off to the Ladyrigg special test six 
miles out. From the instructions in the 
route book it wasn’t obvious exactly what 
we were required to do but when we saw 
it became clearer and the marshal made 
sure each competitor knew what they 
were required to do, all of which didn’t 
stop Roger making a complete horlicks of 
it by only crossing lines B and C once 
instead of twice, the rest of us managed it 
ok and we moved on to the 1st section 
“Bolivian” a few yards away, the section 
about 200 yards long consisted, for our 
classes of mud filled dips and ended with 
a left turn to a loose rutted climb to the 
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section ends card which saw Pete four 
marks down the rest of us ok, after 
retracing our route back to the tarmac 
Pete’s CCM had a flat rear tyre, the valve 
had pulled out of the tube despite the 
security bolt being tight, a new tube was 
fitted, the security bolt tightened and the 
wheel refitted. We had lost about 30 
minutes by this time and some of the car 
entry had caught us up, another 17 miles 
of B roads and forest tracks took us to 
Setmurthy Common and the next section 
Black Hole, the section like a lot of the 
others in this trial are “dead ends” and 
competitors have to reverse or ride back 
down after completing the section. The 
section a straight climb up between the 
trees and also included a restart for the 
bike classes, there were several cars and 
bikes in the queue to attempt the section 
so I had a quick look up the hill from the 
start line and it looked ok and I decided to 
try to avoid the two ruts against each bank 
and ride on the raised centre to the restart 
box and see how it looked from there, I 
pulled my bike to the start line, and started 
on the marshals signal and stopped in the 
restart box, the surface in the centre of the 
track looked dry enough so I fed the clutch 
out gently and got to the end ok, then 
turned round and rode back down, the 
other two also got up clean so that was 
the first section out of the way 
successfully, we were up and running, or 
so we thought. 
 
On exiting the forest back onto tarmac 
Pete’s CCM rear tyre was flat again, the 
tyre had again turned on the rim and 
pulled the valve out for a second time. As 
we had all watched the first repair and 
knew that the security bolt had been 
tightened properly the problem was 
obviously more serious and there was not 
much chance of sorting it and finishing the 
trial, Pete suggested that to stop us falling 
any further behind time we leave him with 
another spare tube to try another repair, 
while we carried on and he would catch us 
at the lunch stop if he could. 

For Roger, Ian and myself it was back 
onto the roads for the seven mile ride to 
the next few sections at Darling How and 
in the Whinlatter forest where all the 
sections linked by forest roads and tracks, 
on the first section Sheepfold the start is 
quickly followed by a sharp right and climb 
up the bank which then levelled out into 
two parallel ruts along a camber between 
the trees, both with plenty of exposed 
roots and rocks none of which can be 
seen whilst sitting at the start. From 
watching those that went before me a 
wide turn in seemed best and then try to 
pick the best rut, when it was my turn I 
took wide line on the turn and then I 
picked the right hand higher rut, I took it 
steady over the rocks and tree roots as 
you have to do on a 70’s bike with 60’s 
suspension (6 inches of travel, ie 3 inches 
each end) and got to the end clean. 
 
After leaving the section and a short 
distance down the track I was stopped for 
a noise test, the chap asked me to “give it 
¾ throttle” I think he meant ¾ revs 
otherwise there would have been engine 
bits in the trees, anyway the old bike 
passed without any bother and it was off 
along a couple of miles of forest tracks to 
section three Ullister Mill. 
 
While waiting near the start for the 
previous driver to come back down the 
marshal advised that there were rocks in 
the mud on the right that might be tricky, I 
decided to take the left side and dodge the 
overhanging trees instead. the section 
started as fairly steep hard gravel ruts and 
ran getting steeper through a right, left 
kink on clay and rocks to finish on bare 
hillside with slippy snow covered tussocks, 
again the section was the easy bit , getting 
back down was the interesting bit. 
 
The run to the next section Lords Seat 
was an enjoyable couple of miles along 
forest roads and then down a steep 
narrow hillside track to the section itself 
which starts as a steep straight rutted 
climb, I chose the left side and set off 
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without any trouble until right at the end 
and too late to swap sides  there was a 
sharp left turn onto a narrow track, being 
on the left side made it even sharper and 
a bit of clutch slipping was needed to get 
round and get to the section ends marker 
successfully. 
 
A few more forest roads brought us to 
section 6 named ‘24’ and manned by 
members of the Ilkley Motor Club. As 
there were a few cars in front of us I had a 
walk to the start line to see how others 
were doing and have a few words with the 
marshal Stan Peel. The section was 
cleared trouble free although the last bit, 
left up the bank into the undergrowth was 
a bit unusual 
 
The route then more or less retraced itself 
back to the tarmac and to section 7 
Lowreys, after leaving the section begins I 
realised I hadn’t checked the road book to 
see if my class had a restart, luckily the 
flag marshal was on the ball and when I 
reached the ‘box’ my way was barred by a 
red flag, the restart went ok and I rode the 
rest of what was a mostly flat muddy 
section clear remembering to get over to 
the right hand side for the final climbing 
turn out onto a forest road. 
 
So far so good as they say, it wasn’t to 
last. A short ride brought us to Long Crag, 
a section new to me but from what I could 
see from the start looked steep and 
straight up into the forest. I lined up on the 
right but while waiting for the previous 
rider to come back down i decided the left 
might be better should I back up and 
change sides? No the first few yards 
looked grippy enough I would cross over 
after I had started, a big mistake, the front 
wheel crossed ok but the rear stayed 
firmly in the left rut and the bike was 90 
degrees to the section, that’ll teach me not 
to get cocky, 11 marks lost. 
 
Section 9 next ‘The Grotto’ another 
section that started with a sharp right on 

mud and rocks into a track with twin 
greasy ruts, which with no approach 
speed due to the tight turn after the start I 
found it difficult to find enough grip, I 
needed a dab and lost another 8 marks for 
my trouble.  
 
Another short ride took us to section 10 
Ladyside which was actually two separate 
A and B sections one for the bikes and 
one for cars, I started my attempt and set 
off into the trees the section ran more or 
less straight along between two rows of 
conifers but with a third centre row of 
greasy old tree stumps, then part way 
along it was necessary to drop down a 
camber round one of the stumps and then 
climb back up over slippery roots with a 
conveniently placed marker to keep it 
tight, that was as far as I got, another 3 
marks gone, time I pulled myself together. 
 
We left this group of sections and rode a 
short distance to the Whinlatter Visitor 
Centre and decided on a short lunch 
break, the centre was unusually busy as 
the “save our forests” brigade were having 
a protest rally, I thought that Mr Cameron 
had already announced his change of 
heart, perhaps it came to late for them to 
cancel the rally, there was quite a large 
crowd and they seemed to be enjoying 
themselves anyway. 
 
After a sandwich and a coffee we were 
back on the bikes and off to the next 
section number 12 ‘OMG!’ in the forest 
below the visitor centre, I don’t recall 
much about this section, or the next ‘Little 
Cock Up’, it all becomes a bit of a blur 
after a while, and one pine tree looks 
pretty much like another, but the results 
sheet subsequently showed a clean on 
both so we were back in the groove as it 
were. 
 
There was a bit of a queue before the next 
section ‘Routen Romp’ as we were behind 
our scheduled time and in amongst the 
four-wheel chaps. It’s not often in this type 
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of trial that you get the chance to see how 
the other half of the entry get on as the 
bikes usually start in front and barring 
problems, you stay in front of the cars, I 
expected the cars to take longer in the 
sections when in fact they didn’t but I still 
had time to talk to the driver behind us 
and to learn a bit about the “chain gang” 
Frazer Nash that he was driving. The 
section itself, a longish mostly straight 
climb up a forest track with a clay covered 
loose stone surface with a tight left turn to 
a steeper climb out to the end was cleared 
and a clean recorded. 
 
It was then along a bit more forest trail to 
the last section in the forests ‘Lothwaite 
Side’ a long climbing track through the 
trees and a restart for some classes, but 
not for me, this section reminds me a bit of 
Fingle Bridge section in the MCC Exeter 
trial, I managed to clean the section 
although the restart looked tricky for those 
that had to. After the section ends we 
came out above the trees and rode along 
the sides of fields to the tarmac road and 
then a 12 mile run brought us to what is 
the sting in the tail of this trial section 16 
‘Sandale’, this is a cracking section and 
this was my forth attempt at this section, I 
managed a clean on my first attempt in 
2007 and I’ve never managed it since, it 
was to be the same this time.  
 
I made a steady climb from the bend at 
the beginning of the steep section using 
the clear ruts created by the cars that had 
gone before and was making steady 
progress until I got to the restart box, I 
didn’t need to stop but the ruts in the track 
ran up to the restart then disappeared in a 
patch of thick mud and then carried on the 
other side, as I approached the box I gave 
the bike a quick burst of throttle hoping to 
get across the mud and into the rut on the 
other side whilst keeping my balance to be 
able to continue to the top, unfortunately I 
ran out of grip and balance and had to 
‘foot’ to get through, another 3 marks on 
the score. 

Sadly Sandale is the last section and 
there was only the second special test at 
Greenrigg left to do, after the scenic run 
across Catlands Hill we arrived at the test 
which was marked out in a flat field 
accessed directly off the road, as we were 
now near the back of the entry, the 
surface was well ‘run in’ with not much 
grass left on the popular line, I lined up at 
line A, and put the bike into second gear, 
the flag dropped and I headed for the 
sharp right turn 200 yards away slithered 
around and stopped as required across 
line ‘B’ and then it was a flat out sprint to 
stop across line ’C’, trying to judge the 
stopping distance on a wet field  for a 
1970’s Triumph with drum brakes, I 
managed to stop across the line ok, I 
waited for Roger and Ian to take their 
runs, both had a good attempt Ian on his 
KTM 400 looking particularly quick.  
 
Finally we rode back to Wigton and the 
cattle market to sign off, load up the bikes 
and take advantage of the meals available 
in the ‘Stocksman’ and mull over the trial 
in general with some of the other 
competitors, all in our group thoroughly 
enjoyed what had been a cracking trial in 
some spectacular countryside including 
miles of forest roads and trails in perfect 
trialling weather. It is a shame that this 
trial does not attract the larger entry the 
organisers deserve for putting on a good 
classic trial in a lovely part of the country, 
but away from the tourist hot spots.  
 
We now needed to find out what had 
become of Pete and his punctured CCM 
we had last seen after section 2. I had a 
missed call and a text when I checked my 
mobile, he had effected a second repair 
but that had failed again almost 
immediately, luckily a friendly marshal with 
a 4x4 had ferried him and the bike to 
Cockermouth and he had settled in a 
handy pub so we picked him up from there 
on the way home. 
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Brian’s Day Out 
by Carol Mills 

 
PROLOGUE 

I n my case, the Northern Trial begins 
three months before the actual event. 
Fred, my mate, my lovely husband 
becomes tr ia lat ised – vacant, 

preoccupied and obsessed. I don’t blame 
him, he wants it to be perfect in an 
imperfect world. The computer becomes 
his life, he only leaves it to have a cup of 
tea or coffee. Even when the trial is past 
he is still involved with paperwork and 
tying up loose ends. 
 
THE BIG DAY 
The big day came, our grandson 
Alexander was to be an important part of 
the trial, he was to accompany his 
granddad in the closing car. He had a 
clipboard to keep the papers in order and 
was thrilled to be joining in. He was 
staying with me overnight, was very 
excited and didn’t want to go to bed. We 
had to be up at 4am so he set three 
alarms to make sure we didn’t sleep in. 
We had breakfast and set off to pick up 
our son, Andrew in Newcastle. Nice clear 
road to Wigton, we arrived at the 
Stocksman at 7.20am where it was all 
systems go. We got our priorities sorted 
and had our bacon sandwich and cuppa 
first and then signed on. Fred had been 
staying at Chris & Diane Veevers’ 
overnight and had driven Brian the Marlin 
to the start. Alexander had his class 
mascot, Spoofy a soft toy dog, with him 
and many thanks to all the riders and 
drivers who allowed themselves to 
photographed with Spoofy perched 
somewhere in or on their vehicle. 
Bedecked in a high visibility jacket 
Alexander took photos of most of the 
starters.  
 
Our start time was 8.59am, Andrew was 
driving, and we were quite nervous as this 
was our second trial together and we 
hadn’t done very well last year, getting lost 

etc. We were determined to do better this 
time. Twenty minutes after setting off we 
were at the very muddy location of Special 
Test 1 and the first section ‘A Bolivian’. 
Jonathan and Pat Toulmin were running 
the special test, various manoeuvres on 
and around an earth hump, we made it 
without breaking any records but were not 
the slowest. Now to A Bolivian, this was 
like a roller-coaster ride in the mud, great 
fun and no longer the vicious ‘Oblivion’ of 
ten years ago. Great start but too much 
right foot meant we went sideways, tilted 
alarmingly and only scored 9. However we 
restarted and completed the route through 
the bomb hole, wiped out most of the 
poles and almost ran over Derek 
Reynolds who was spectating. 
 
On to the next section, I was feeling more 
confident with my navigation instructions 
this time and we arrived at ‘Black Hole’ 
without getting lost. We cleared the 
section with ease – Super. Sheepfold was 
easy, this is good how can we fail. ‘Ullister 
Hill’ scored 3, average for class 0, hmmm 
not good enough. Lost our way en route to 
‘Lord’s Seat’ but was worth it as we 
cleared this one as well. Heading to ‘24’ 
we again lost our way in the forest. The 
scenery, the winter sunlight, the views and 
the air were lovely, it’s such a beautiful 
part of the country and we forgot we were 
in a competition. Andrew and I enjoyed 
everything about it. Now, back to the trial 
and ‘24’ where we achieved 1, stopping 
too soon on the dead end diversion. 
 
Back on the road and on to Hobcarton 
Plantation and ‘Lowry’s’ where we sailed 
straight to the top, along with everyone 
else. From the top of Lowry’s there is a 
short drive to ‘Long Crag’ where we made 
it to the 1 marker. The approach to ‘The 
Grotto’ was extremely muddy as was the 
section, our score was 3. ‘Ladyside B’ 
next, the bikes had their own route here – 
‘Ladyside A’ aptly enough. This one was 
interesting, somehow we almost hit a 
large boulder, apparently we were off the 
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track. Sometimes the car has a mind of its 
own and steers where it wants to go 
regardless of which way the front wheels 
are pointing. 
 
We headed off to ‘OMG’ and the gate 
marshals said “you are too late the section 
is closed,” then we were met by FRED! He 
was cross, we weren’t even supposed to 
be doing it. “NOT FOR CLASS 0. DIDN’T 
WE READ IT!“ Tails between our legs, we 
headed off for Beck Wythop and the 
entrance to Wythop Forest. We found 
‘Little Cockup’ and made it to 3 and then 
had to be towed out of the top. Gary and 
Phil Sams did the deed and managed to 
drag us through a very prickly tree.  
 
‘Routen Romp’ next, where a too heavy 
right foot meant we had four wheels out at 
the 11 marker. Once back on track we 
made it through the new diversion to the 
top. ‘Lothwaite Side’ was the route out of 
the forest so it was quite important that we 
made it to top, (the ‘failures’ route meant 
going all the way back to the entrance 
gate). 
 
The run to Sandale is through pleasant 
north Cumbrian countryside. ‘Sandale’ is a 
wonderful section, we took off twice and I 
bounced so hard I almost came out of my 
seat. There was mud everywhere and we 
fought our way through the restart box to 
the top and achieved a clear. I was really 
chuffed that this year, apart from the forest 
bits we didn’t get lost and managed to 
keep to time and weren’t the last runner. 
WE LOVED IT!. 
 
Final test was at ‘Greenrigg’, last year we 
didn’t find it, this time we efficiently made 
our way around the field in an average 
time. 
 
Back to the Stocksman to sign off where 
we received a round of applause from the 
cynics who had expected us to get lost 
again. We were more than ready for the 
lovely hot meal waiting for us Fred and 

Alexander arrived about twenty minutes 
after us, having closed all the sections. 
We really appreciate all the work and time 
put in by the marshals and officials to 
make our day out so wonderful. 
 
Fred drove the Marlin home afterwards 
and whenever he went over 55mph the 
car felt like it was running on 50p shaped 
wheels. Next day he removed several 
kilos of Sandale clay from outside and 
inside the wheels. Alexander had insisted 
on travelling home with Fred and was so 
tired he fell asleep in one of the noisiest 
and coldest cars on the road. 
 
Additional piece by Alexander Jefferson 
(age 10) 
 
We started seeing people off at 8:00, and 
my grandma and uncle were almost the 
last to leave. Me and my Grandad hung 
back for ten minutes, after which we 
followed cars and bikes on their route. 
 
When we reached the first the first 
section, (special test one, and A Bolivion) 
we had to wait a while for some cars to 
finish before we could close off the 
section. Next there was Black Hole that 
went up into the trees and never ended. 
There were a lot more tracks after that, 
and on each one when we got the score 
sheet, I checked to see how well my uncle 
and grandma had done (mostly well, 
except from one VERY DISAPPOINTING 
FAIL we saw them make!!!) 
 
On our way back from closing OMG, we 
saw them driving up to it to partake. 
Grandad scolded them and told them that 
they weren’t meant to do that one. (I was 
smirking and silently giggling at them 
behind Grandad’s back.) 
 
We closed all the other sections, (I cut 
those bits out to stop it droning on.) and 
came back to the Stocksman, two dishes 
of warm lasagne waiting for us mmm… 
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Dean Partington wins March 
Hare  

by Michael Leete 
 

T here were six clean sheets in the 
dry conditions, with the win going 
to Dean in his familiar DP Wasp 
on special test times. Two of the 

clean sheets were outside class 8. In 
class five former March Hare winner Keith 
Pettit and in class 4 Sam Holmes who had 
his classic trial debut only a year ago on 
last year’s March Hare.  
 
Falcon had a full entry of 50 for the March 
Hare Trial on 6 March.  There was a nice 
spread of machinery, from class 8 
specials to Simon Diffey’s lovely Humber 
Nine Twenty, more usually seen on VSCC 
events and no less than 7 Suzuki X90s. 
 
The event has evolved considerably since 
it was reintroduced to the roads in 1999. 
This year there were six sections on 
Byways or County Roads, four in 
woodland and seven spread across three 
farmland venues normally used for PCTs. 

Unfortunately for the organisers the dry 
weather made some of the sections rather 
too easy, but the marshals were able to 
enjoy some sunshine! 
 
Falcon was of course the late Tucker’s 
local club. He would have been proud of 
the efforts his former apprentices made 
pouring over the OS maps to come up 
with three new sections. One a lane 
recently upgraded to byway status, 
complete with shiny new sign, and two on 
some private land alongside the main 
railway line out of St Pancras and right 
next to the Luton Airport runway. No 
problem with noise then! 
 
After a nice easy first section the second 
at Chalk Hill saw former Tucker apprentice 
Murray MacDonald in charge of a 
fearsome class 8 only deviation, 
destroying the hopes of former March 
Hare winner Jim Mountain in his Dellow 
Mk1 along with six other local drivers. 
 
The new sections near Luton Airport 
claimed a few victims before entering the 
woodland near Hemel Hempstead where 

Michael on  Bingham’s Warren 
(Photo by Don Stringer) 
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Beetle Drive lay in wait. Always a stopper 
in the past the organisers had their fingers 
crossed in the dry conditions. Fortunately, 
aided by a restart for 7 & 8, the hill did its 
job, leaving only eight clean sheets. The 
trial had its only retirements here. Stuart 
Bartlett broke the transmission in his MG 
Midget and Roger Dudely gave up the 
battle with a mis-behaving engine in his 
Marlin. 
 
The sections on private land at Kensworth 
and Brickhill didn’t trouble the leaders but 
many of the more occasional triallers 
struggled to find grip on the various 
surfaces. In particular it was good to see 
the track up the gully at Brickhill 
reintroduced, the long blast providing a lot 
of enjoyment under the supervision of the 
Hertfordshire VW Club. 
 
After Brickhill the route ran south for the 
two lanes in the stockbroker belt around 
Tring. Without a restart Hawridge Lane 
didn’t present any problems but it was a 
different story at Hill Farm. All but 1 & 2 
had to restart and it proved a real problem 
for some. In class 5 only Howard 
Blackwell got a Suzuki away. In 7 both 

Steve Lister (Dellow Mk2) and Mark Ensoll 
(Dutton Phaeton) failed,  as did Stephen 
Page and Dave Loveys in class 8. 
 
The finale was back in the the woodland 
for two different sections. With the restart 
a bit easier this year Falcon’s Folly only 
claimed a couple of victims but the last 
section called Binghams Warren was a 
different issue. The last uphill hairpin is 
tricky whatever the weather, spiced up 
with a class 8 only restart. This stopped 
more than half the entry, including the 
Beetles of Michael Leete and John White 
who lost their clean sheets. Sam Holmes 
proved it could be done in a Beetle to win 
the class, as did Keith Pettit (Frogeye 
Sprite) in class 5. 
 
Class 8 had four clean sheets, Liam 
Rafferty (Cannon), Tim Foster (Eskimo 
Special), Mike Chatwin (DP Wasp) and 
the winner of The March Hare Trophy 
Dean Partington. The organisers were 
pleased with the way things went, as were 
the locals who appreciated Dean and 
others making long journeys to sample the 
highways and byways so close to the 
nations capital. 

Dean Partington on  Bingham’s Warren 
(Photo by Don Stringer) 
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‘The Boot was on the other foot’ 
by Colin Biles 

 

“ Morning Colin. Good to see you out 
and about for this one.” It was Mark 
Tooth from Bristol. He had pulled up 
behind us in his Beetle as we (that’s 

Bernard and I) did tyre pressures just 
before the start line of Tin Pan Alley. “We 
saw you were on the list today...” He 
added. 
 
For the previous six years or so the 
‘Minety Boys;’ that’s Dick Munns, Graham 
Ash and myself had made an early start to 
marshal this first of two hills on the 
Mechanics. We had a set routine. First, 
see all competitors through ‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
by about ten o’clock. Then make breakfast 
of tea or coffee accompanied by Janet’s 
special ‘low calorie’ bacon butties. Fully 
‘fueled up’ we would then make our way 
across to set-up the Bull Banks section, 
near Winstone, for the afternoon return of 
the trial on it’s way to the finish.  
 
It was a strange feeling. The setting was 
familiar. The M5 motorway traffic swished 
along in the background. Those blasted 
Alsatian dogs in the garden by the start 
line were barking as usual and the hill 
wound its way out of sight up into the 
trees. A sight I had seen so many times 
before as I stood on the line waiting to 
start Competitors ‘off’ up the section. Yet, I 
was nervous. This was the one hill I 
shouldn’t fail.  
 
Bernard Lees-Smith, known to us locals 
as ‘Bunny,’ was a Stroud Motor Club 
member many years ago and a 
contemporary of Club President Brian 
Moss. Recently, Bunny had joined me 
marshalling several Stroud Club PCTs, 
but this was his first outing for many years 
in the navigator’s seat. I needn’t have 
worried about ‘Tin Pan Alley.’ Bunny’s a 
natural ‘bouncer,’ though I’m not sure 
where he learned the dark art. When 
questioned about it he mentions ‘on leave 

from National Service’ as an explanation. 
Enough said. Anyway. The two-handed 
grip top of the windscreen came into play 
immediately, accompanied by rhythmic 
oscillations. Thus Tin Pan Alley was 
‘cleaned’ to our joint relief. 
 
The early morning shower made for 
slippery conditions and Alf must have 
been ‘delighted’ to have ‘stopped ‘ three 
quarters of the field, including us.  
 
As we journey’d it was good to see Stroud 
Club using the old established hills like 
Hobbs Choice, ’to keep them open’ 
explained Nigel Moss. “We use them or 
loose them.” I quite agree. 
 
“You were pushing up the turf Colin,” 
Offered Mark Hobbs as we failed to move 
off from Wood Lane restart. There are 
some occasions I wish the MG Midget had 
a wider track. This was one of them. 
There was however, a little consolation 
when later we learned that our drive up 
the failure route had been recorded and 
put on YouTube. 
 
The Sapsed quartet of tests reminded me 
of the Exmoor Clouds and the sections in 
the woods below the Raleigh Cross Inn. 
It’s good the Club has use of this area. As 
the score sheet shows, we found it hard 
going in the Midget. Special thanks are 
due to the folk who came to our rescue 
when we became stuck on a hairpin bend. 
It was purely down to ‘pilot error’...I’ll 
admit. 
 
There was a ’ray of sunshine’ on Don’t 
Blink when we saw the cheery faces of 
Edna and Colin Perryman scoring our 
desperate attempt to move off the start 
line! I hadn’t seen them for quite a few 
months. 
 
There is a maxim, ‘if you are in a hole, 
don’t dig any deeper!’ I should have 
remembered that when, under the 
watchful eyes of Debbie and Glenys on 
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the Bulls Cross restart, we dropped into 
the hole and joined the illustrious 
company of the ‘few going no where,’ 
earning another ‘6 points.’ To mitigate our 
disappointment we were entertained by 
Stuart Deacon’s realistic impression of a 
Royal Navy Destroyer ‘making smoke’ as 
he disappeared from view for a minute or 
so.  
 
Under the Birdlip escarpment it was good 
to see Bill and Liz Bennett, together with 
Nicola and her baby. They were looking 
after the Greenway sections. Also, special 
mention must go to the three junior start 
line marshals on Greenway 2 who, under 
their Dad’s watchful eye chorused, “ You 
may start now, in your own time.” 
Wonderful ! 
 
And so to the familiar territory of Bull 
Banks. We wondered , “Where had Nigel 
put the Restart ?” It turned out to be in the 
place we BB regulars call ‘the Bog;’ a flat 
yet notoriously wet slippery area between 

the two Bull Banks sections. However, 
today, it didn’t live up to its notorious 
reputation. Clean sheets were recorded all 
round. 
 
Onwards to the finish via a quick burst 
across the field at Viaduct thence to sign-
off in the pub; full of atmosphere, good 
beer, good grub and rugby fans watching 
the International on big screen TV. 
 
Congratulations to Overall Mechanics Trial 
Winner Dave Haizelden and to all class 
winners. A big Thank you’ goes to the 
Mechanics organising team and members 
of Stroud Motor Club who turned out and 
gave us a very good day’s motor sport. 
Much hard work goes into the running of 
the event. We really appreciate it. 
 
Returning to what Mark really said at Tin 
Pan Alley was: “ We saw you were on the 
list today…Colin, so you won’t be marking 
us on Bull Banks! ” Truly, I knew ‘the boot 
was on the other foot!’ 

The Torbay Trial 2011 
by Simon Riddle 

 

I  am a relative newcomer to competing 
in trials having started out last year and 
am one of the rare breed of young trial 
drivers. Being a student, having a trailer 

and a vehicle capable of towing one 
loaded with trial car are not within my 
budget, so I drive the class 7 Arkley to the 
events I compete in. The Torbay was a 
fairly local trial for me and I was glad I 
sent my entry in early as unlike a lot of 
other trials recently entries were at 
capacity (90) 
 
Picked up my first time passenger on 
route and we had no problems in finding 
the start, located directly off the A38 near 
Exeter. After scrutineering and signing on 
we were soon on our way to the opening 
hill, Waterless Lane. Ironically there was a 
large puddle at the foot of the section after 

which the hill turned to the right with 
limited gradient but with some deep 
muddy ruts. There was a restart for 
classes 6, 7 and 8 near the top of the hill, 
no problems pulling away - always a good 
feeling to get a clear when a restart is 
involved.  
 
Gale Farm was the second section, a very 
steep climb on the edge of a field. We 
managed this ok along will all of class 8 
and around half of class 7 but the hill 
proved a real stopper for the rest of the 
field with only Stephen Glover, Bill 
Bennett, Keith Sanders and the Escorts of 
Andrew Martin, Simon Groves and Dick 
Bolt reaching the summit. The descent 
back down the greasy field from the top of 
the section was quite hair-raising; a relief 
to make the bottom, albeit with a vastly 
increased heart rate! 
 
Next up was Baddaford Lane, which is a 
relatively long, narrow lane with some 
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deep holes and big roots at the end, 
precisely where the restart for classes 6 to 
8 was positioned. I parked the driver’s 
side rear wheel right in a large hole and 
promptly failed to get back out of it. The 
restart took marks off all but two 
competitors in class 7. A longer 
wheelbase seemed to be the answer as 
the Marlin’s of Mal Allen and Murray 
Montgomery-Smith were the only ones to 
‘get away’ from all of class 6 and 7.  
 
It was with much trepidation that I drove 
from the holding control, down the escape 
lane to the foot of Simms as my Exeter 
trial ended here in January after breaking 
a shaft. This time no breakages but I failed 
to engage my brain, almost stopping at 
the ‘lower restart’, remembering just in 
time that we had the ‘higher restart’, 
stopping correctly but gave no thought to 
positioning and it was soon apparent that I 
had stopped right in the middle of the 
slippery rock slab, unsurprisingly, no 
further progress. The old hill was certainly 
very cleanable for the lower classes but 
from the higher restart proved a tougher 
proposition. 
 
As on the Exeter, Tipley lay in wait just 
over the road with its very rocky, slippery 
restart.. Class 7 took the bulk of the 
failures here; myself included, with Pete 
Hart the only one from our class to restart 
successfully. Keith Sanders retired here 
leaving Phil Tucker in his Triumph TR3A 
and Peter Jones with his Suzuki X90 to 
battle it out for class 5. 
 
There was quite a long road run to the 
next sections, Coombehead Copse and 
Coombehead Creek, which were next to 
one and other. The first involved a sharp 
left turn where suddenly a clump of small 
trees awaited, there were three 
possibilities here, go left, right or straight 
into them. This obstacle caught out 
several competitors who went for the 
latter, including Nick Farmer who dropped 
his only points of the day here on an 

otherwise flawless run as he went on 
claim overall honours. Fortunately for us, 
we choose the correct path to record a 
clear. 
 
The second section went through a 
stream with a sharp left turn, which was 
very muddy.  Went too slowly through the 
ford and swiftly came to a halt in the mud, 
blushes spared as many others followed 
suit. I watched both Andrew Rippon and 
Pete Hart successfully negotiate the mud 
and then really excelled to clear the 
slippery restart. They were joined at the 
top by Dean Partington, Mike Chatwin and 
Nick Farmer from class 8, whilst only 
Dave Hazielden and his remarkable Golf 
made it to the top from the rest of the field.  
 
John Grants Lane followed just up the 
track. This was a nice sunken classic style 
lane, with a fairly gentle restart for classes 
3 to 8, which only caught out three of the 
car competitors.  
 
The following section (Beardon Farm) was 
cancelled pre-trial so there was a 15 mile 
d r i v e  t o  t h e  w o o d s  n e a r 
Moretonhampstead where three sections 
and an observed test awaited. The first of 
these, Annie’s Steep, started with a 90 
degree right before a straight steep climb 
through the woods. Class 8 had a restart 
all to themselves here but all managed to 
pull away and clear the hill. We made a 
successful ascent of the hill but four in 
class 7 didn’t make the top. The section 
took points off nearly all of classes 1 to 6 
with the Escorts of Dick Bolt, Andrew 
Martin and Aaron Haizelden being the 
notable exceptions. 
 
Cod Wood had a fairly simple climb to 
begin before a very sharp, steep right-
hander with a restart for 7 & 8. At this 
point the surface changed, suddenly 
becoming very loose and many 
competitors simply couldn’t find any grip 
here with lots of 6s and 7s being recorded. 
Of the others, Dave Haizelden again 
showed what could be done, recording the 
only clear from classes 1 to 6. 
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Chips Turn was a straightforward A to B 
timed test around a sharp bend. 
Newcomer Andrew Jenkins retired his 
Marlin here, which had been running very 
hot. 
 
Cod Piece was the final section in the 
woods. This was a short hill with a tight 
left hand turn at the bottom, which caught 
out half a dozen cars. Further up there 
were separate restarts for classes 1 to 6 
and 7 & 8 adjacent to one another, among 
some tree roots, we were ok, but there 
was a sprinkling of fails across the 
classes. 
 
It was back into Exeter Trial territory for 
Hitchcombe Hill & Wooston Steep. 
Hitchcombe was a short, very steep 
section with a restart again for 7 & 8. Tris 
White did well here to be the only one 
from class 7 to get off the restart. The hill 
wasn’t as problematical for the lower 
classes as there was chance to build 
some momentum from the start line before 
the steep part. 
 
Wooston was just along the track with all 
classes getting a chance to climb the 
‘steep’ part. This is one of my favourite 
trial hills– long and steep; a tough but fair 
challenge. The ruts were fairly clear of 
those slippery January leaves but it was 
still tough for the lower classes with only 
four cars from classes 1 to 6 managing to 
climb the steep part. There was however a 
sting in the tail, on the top corner, for 
those that made it with a deviation to the 
left over a steep hump complete with 
restart for classes 7 and 8. We, like most 
in class 7 & 8 fell foul at this point. Nick 
Farmer was the only one to clear whilst 
Tris White and Mike Chatwin both 
managed 2’s. Even without the restart the 
deviation proved impossible for the four 
who made it from the lower classes, all 
dropping 3’s.  
 
Kingswell Lane was the first of three 
sections in the final complex of the day. It 
didn’t have much gradient but was very 
muddy with deep ruts. I like this kind of 

section – foot down and blast your way 
through the mud. Ross Cookman on his 
first trial was the only failure from the cars 
here but was enjoying his day 
nonetheless. 
 
Upper Kingswell followed, with even more 
mud! The section began with a nose-dip 
into a bomb hole full of murky water and 
then a steep blast up an increasingly 
muddy climb, with more deep ruts. Again it 
was possible to blast your way through the 
mud and luckily the restart was a long way 
up the section away from the deepest ruts 
and we joined the others who made it that 
far from classes 7 & 8 in restarting OK, to 
clear the hill. The ruts lower down weren’t 
Marlin friendly with three of the four still 
running dropping a 6 or a 7. 
 
Palfreys was the final section, involving a 
long climb up a grassy track with a steep 
bank at the seven marker which caught 
out those that didn’t have the momentum 
to crest the bank, the section then 
continued up a field which got increasingly 
slippery the further up you climbed. We 
achieved the fairly common score of 2, 
whilst class 8 were joined only by the top 
two in class 3 Andrew Martin and Dick 
Bolt at the summit. Class 7 was decided 
here, Tris White dropping a 7 whilst 
Andrew Rippon made it to the 2, to take 
the class by a single point from Tris. Mike 
Chatwin took class 8 beating Dudley 
Sterry by the same margin. Stephen 
Glover, Phil Tucker, Hans Viertel, Bill 
Bennett and Dave Haizelden were all 
class winners by at least 15 marks, whilst 
Andrew Martin piped Dick Bolt to class 3 
by just two marks. We finished pretty 
much mid-table, 5th out of 11 starters in 
class 7 and 21st overall (out of 41 
starters), not threatening the awards but 
both passenger and I had a great time. 
 
A thoroughly enjoyable day - well 
supported, well organized event with a 
very good range of sections, the Torbay 
could quickly become a ‘must do’ trial. 
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Torbay Trial. 2011 Report 
by Stephen Bailey 

 

S everal of the crews stayed in the 
Exeter Court Hotel (Motel?) the 
night before and had a 
reasonable supper  whi ls t 

watching the rioting in London on a big 
screen television. 
 
The Morning. Well the clocks went forward 
and it seemed a bit early, however the 
weather was dry. 
 
Scrutineering and signing on completed 
and ready for the start. Noted that Julien 
(No 28) 350 Beta had a ‘’Madagascan’’ 
‘’King Julien’’ Zip tied to his handlebars (A 
gift of some young lady fans), had a chat 
with the Craddocks and Richard Harvey. 
Then the start, in 30-second intervals for 
the bikes, which meant a bit of a queue at 
the first section: Waterless Lane. 
Complete with water. Well I put out a 
precautionary dab early and got up the 
rest of the hill after the ‘’Pond’’ OK. 
However stopped at the top of the lane 
where the Ugaldes were marshalling. Only 
to be told that the section ends, was round 
the sharp right hand bend on the road. A 
few competitors also figured this was the 
end of the section, stopped and lost a 
mark. Was that designed to catch 
competitors out?  
 
Next was Gale Farm with a straight up 
blast and a deviation for the solos, which 
was a bit (well a lot) tricky. Geoff Westcott 
and passenger was at the bottom of the 
hill surrounded by bits of outfit, apparently 
the clutch had mysteriously disappeared 
for no apparent reason and that was the 
end of the trial for them, not good news as 
they were doing quite well in the 
championships. Geoff caught up with me 
later on near the finish and really this 
should have been his write-up. 
 
Then to Baddaford Lane. A real classic 
trials section. Good to see no restart for 

bikes. Some organisers forget that you 
actually have to put your feet down when 
you stop on a bike and that you also 
control the rear brake with your foot. Then 
onto Simms with a reasonable restart and 
Tipley with a very difficult one.  
 
Followed with Coomehead Copse where 
the section could do with a few branches 
cutting as they were at shoulder height, 
and made the left side of the track a no-go 
area for the solos. But a good section 
none-the-less, this was backed up by 
Coombehead Creek, OK. If you managed 
to get through the foot deep sticky mud at 
the start. Rick Howell did. Also the outfits 
of Simon & Debbie Eddy and Mike 
Maddocks & Julia Browne. 
 
John Gaunts Lane (Alternative name: 
Northwood) At least you did not have to 
go down it to come back up again like last 
year and pleased that Mike and Julia (On 
You Tube) http://www.youtube.com/
watchv=L5WrR7UFY&feature=related. 
(Though you can see and hear the thump 
of holly branch on helmet) Someone 
please cut those branches off. 
 
Julien last year had a throttle cable snap. 
He fixed this by threading the close assist 
cable into the other side of the carburettor 
lever. Which made the twist grip work in 
reverse. At the same time his battery gave 
up and this resulted in some interesting 
riding out of the section and back to base. 
This year, on the rather well placed 
restart, his bike’s oil-feed return decided to 
split and the result was a well lubricated 
barrel fins and crankcase. He managed to 
cut and refix the offending pipe and 
proceed. However not before having to 
dismantle a fair proportion of bike. 
 
Anns Steep was very steep and long as 
well. Whilst I was waiting for my attempt, 
an outfit got a short way up and then 
bounced down with a few bits flying off 
including the rider and passenger. (They 
then proceeded to place the bits in the 
sidecar and ride off) 
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Cod Wood I cannot remember, the special 
test I vaguely recall and Cod Piece was 
nice and challenging but not too much. 
 
Somewhere in between them, Wink Wear 
and Son were having starter motor 
problems and after an attempt to push 
start we enlisted another two sidecar 
crews for another go. The engine caught 
after about ten yards and the outfit 
accelerated leaving four of us suddenly 
only pushing the space where the outfit 
had been... A small tangled heap of 
‘’Pushers’’ then assembled itself in the 
mud after a couple more yards. 
 
Hitchcombe? Then Wooston Steep. There 
was the option of going left for a six 
penalty; however straight up seemed the 
thing to do. Then at the right bend near 
the top a short left for the final two points 
with no exit. Not really needed I managed 
a 3, and took about five minutes to extract 
myself and the 200 back to the track. 
Some competitors missed this left hand 
diversion completely. 
 
Kingswell lane. What can I say about this. 
Well a hard struggle to keep upright. Was 
this doctored? Seemed a shame if it was, 
as without the water it would make a 
reasonable rutted lane. 
 
Julien doing a massive faceplant 
somewhere along route... 
 
Upper Kingswell. Again the drain was 
blocked up by doctoring with a dam of 
mud causing the water to be of un-
determinal depth. The fact that other 
competitors had made it through did little 
to inspire confidence. Again a hill that 
might be a good one if left alone. Seems 
that it is only done to provide a spectator 
err. spectacle.  
 
I was over cautious and had trouble 
keeping the bike upright in the thick mud 
even before I got to the pool, err... pond... 
err... liquid mud lake.  

And finally Palfreys. I went the way in I did 
last year. I missed the arrow pointing to 
the start and on passing a 6 marker 
figured something was amiss. I got 
redirected to a very steep descent to the 
base of the hill. The route out was long, 
and already tired riders could have had 
some trouble standing up for the whole of 
the section. 
 
Having finished the ‘’Three’’ I stopped to 
look at how others were doing on Upper 
Kingswell. Those that went left stood a 
better chance of not disappearing. I 
helped Tom scrape the thick gooey mud 
off the rear wheel of his Ariel (collected on 
Kingswell Lane) which was all but 
stopping the wheel from turning and 
ventured on foot to the mud lake. Those 
that went left stood a better chance of not 
disappearing. One rider getting through 
the slime only to have the rut knock his 
machine out of gear a couple of yards up 
the hill. King Julien headed into the mire at 
full throttle and somehow emerged the 
other side the same colour as the lake. A 
few spectators also looked a similar 
mono-colour. Must have been the fastest 
through and the biggest bow wave splash. 
 
An excellent trial. Excellent start and finish 
venue. An excellent competitor 
atmosphere and quite a good competitive 
mix. 

TROPHY CORNER 
 
HI MOTORCYCLISTS. 
The bike trophies are all ready for 
the presentation at the ACTC 
Dinner Dance in June at 
Collumpton. 
 
Robin Moore is kindly replacing the 
missing Bude and District Cup, so 
all the silverware will be on display.  
See you there. 
Best regards 
Janet 
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2011 Torbay Trial 
photos by Chris 
Phillips 
 
 
 

Dean Partington, DP 
Wasp, on Wooston Steep 

 
 
 
Nigel & Josh Moss, 
Troll, on 
Coombehead 
Creek 

 
 
 
 
Stephen Veal & 
Stephen Moir, Citroen 
2CV Tricycle, on Cod 
Piece 



26 

2011 Lands
by Dave

Bishop’s
Alan Crouch, Morgan Sport
 
 

Neil Bray  &

 
 
 
 
 

Andrew 
Craddock, 

Yamaha WR 

 
 
 
 
Ian Musgrove, 
BMW 650 GS 
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s End Trial  
e Cook 

s Wood 
s Family 

& Dave Horne, Mk2 Escort 

 
 
 
 
Darren Ruby & 
Andrew Waters, 
Nissan Micra 

 
 
 
 

Arthur Ell & 
Richard 

Hutchings, 
Marlin Roadster 
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Eric Wall 

2011 
Mechanics 
Trial by Dave 
Cook 
 
Boxwell 
 
 
 

Richard Peck 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Luke Blaber 
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BSW Accounting Services 
 

Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
Self Employed, need help with your accounts or self assessment tax return on 

line?  Need to set up a Limited Company? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

VAT   PAYE  NIC Pensions  Capital & Annual Investment allowances 
P&L Balance Sheet  Cash book  Purchase & Sale Books Cash Flow 

 
Free 1st consultation to work through options 

Contact - Barbara.selkirk@bswservices.co.uk 
www.bswservices.co.uk    01584 814594/ 07722 820933 

P D Q 
MoT 

The best in 
Exeter and 

beyond 
 

Unit 5,  
1O5, Summerway, 

Exeter, 
EX4 8DP  
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The 2011 Torbay Trial 
by Martin Grindrod 

 

A s preparation for the 2011 
Torbay Trial I found myself 
reading Stephen Hawking’s ‘A 
Brief History of Time’ not to find 

enlightenment about the origins of the 
universe but to see if there was any 
possibility of stretching or distorting time in 
order to avoid having to get out of bed at 
4:30am BST (which would be 3:30am as 
far as my body was concerned) on 
Sunday morning! Sadly the proposals for 
time travel required speeds way beyond 
those achievable with a 200cc Alp so an 
early start it was! 
 
Using my highly developed stealth tactics I 
managed to slip out of the house 
undetected and by 5:00am we were on 
our way. I say we because there were 5 of 
us making the trip together, Alan Wear 
with son Ben who were to ride their KTM 
outfit, Rick Lees with his rigid James 
Commando, Fred Clutterbuck with his 
rigid AJS (who must surely qualify for the 
highest combined age of bike and rider 
award) and myself with the Beta Alp. We 
made good time and by 6:45 we pulled 
into the Exeter Court Hotel car-park with 
nostrils working overtime straining for the 
faintest trace of bacon bap! The weather 
was cool but dry and the sun was doing its 
best to put in an appearance. 
 
Scrutineering was passed without 
incident, signing on completed in a matter 
of seconds and by 7:10 the bacon baps 
were being consumed with vigour washed 
down by lashings of hot coffee. By now we 
had been joined by 2 more local 
hooligans, Jeff Hodges and Dick Glossop, 
both on trail bikes. Shortly after 8:00, at 
my appointed time, I left the hotel, swung 
round the first bend to be greeted by 4 
smiling faces and frantic waving 
encouraging me to go to the front of the 
group, we had all started within a few 
minutes of each other and it seems I had 

been democratically elected route leader 
in my absence! 
 
We reached the first section, Waterless 
Lane, to be met with almost waterless 
conditions compared to previous years. 
Within minutes I was on my way with feet 
welded firmly to the footrests, I was 
determined not to fail this first section 
especially with the rest of the team 
watching! The waterhole was sufficiently 
deep to make it entertaining without filling 
your boots and the rest of the climb 
straightforward, I chose to stay in the 
middle of the track which was quite grippy, 
the right hand turn at the top was made 
without drama and the first clean of the 
day recorded. 
 
Section 2, Gale Farm, was a classic hill 
climb with deviation for my class, I was the 
first solo to attempt the hill, I made a 
spirited climb but then, in the words of 
Gerard Hoffnung from his monologue ‘The 
Bricklayers Story’, “At this point... I must 
have lost my presence of mind” I overshot 
the deviation! A daft mistake that cost me 
a lot of marks, once safely back down the 
hill I put my momentary lapse down to low 
blood sugar, so I raided the pouch on the 
back of my jacket for a Mars bar, a quick 
swig of water from the CamelBak and full 
brain power was restored!!  
 
Section 3, Baddaford Lane was under 
control of perhaps the happiest marshal 
ever seen, with great enthusiasm and a 
huge grin I was sent on my accent of this 
glorious lane, a little rocky, it required care 
in the choice of line, the innocuous looking 
surface could easily cause a dab and 
failure given a momentary lapse of 
concentration. The whole team cleaned 
the section and we all agreed it was a 
‘classic’. I had fully recovered from my 
earlier brain fade but I think low blood 
sugar must have been to blame for the 
momentary lapse that saw the crew of a 
certain sidecar take a wrong turn sending 
them heading the wrong way up a slip 
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road from the dual carriageway! 
Fortunately there was no traffic and the 
driver was quickly alerted to his 
navigational upset by his frantic 
passenger! A stylish U-turn and they were 
back on track. 
 
Section 4, Simms, the star of many a 
YouTube video! In front of us a couple of 
sidecars failed to get off the line with the 
second sidecar actually jumping, tiger like, 
at the start line marshal who, 
understandably, was not amused! The 
2CV trike also failed to make it to the top 
and had to reverse back down scattering 
the waiting competitors in its path, a trick it 
repeated on several sections! I started to 
the left and made an easy climb, the 
restart was made with no drama and a 
satisfying climb to the end, it seemed 
shorter in real life compared to the videos. 
Jeff suffered the embarrassment of 
missing the restart line, still, it was his first 
time on this type of event, needless to say 
there was much merriment and leg pulling! 
“Yes Jeff, there were two large white 
boards with a big black R on them, with 
the chap holding a flag stood next to one 
of them, perhaps you should take your 
Raybans off!” . 
 
Section 5, Tipley, Dick was first to make 
the climb, I watched as he weaved his 
way to the restart line, the flag dropped 
and I saw the back of his bike jump left 
then right and within a few short seconds 
he was on his way. The lower part of the 
hill was dry but as I approached the restart 
the stones became wet and slippery, I 
opted to stop in the centre of the lane, 
which might not have been the best 
position but it did look the most flat. With a 
bit of a wobble and some footing I was 
eventually on the pegs and clearing the 
top of the hill. I think I should have gone 
further over the restart line before 
stopping, it is often very tempting to stop 
in line with the marshal but sometimes 
that’s not the best place to stop! 
 

Section 6, Coombehead Copse, with the 
sun finally breaking through, whatever 
dew there was on the grass was starting 
to dry off. The start of this hill is a gentle 
climb and turn to the left before hitting the 
main hill itself which is steep and 
compacted soil with a few roots to make it 
interesting. There was plenty of grip 
making it a nice climb, it would have been 
very different in the wet! 
 
Section 7, Coombehead Creek, was a 
different story! A slow decent into mud, 
and lots of it! Devon knows how they 
make it so muddy! I had plenty of time to 
plan a course while travelling marshal 
Stephen Bailey extracted his Alp from the 
gloop, it was obviously hard work, I am not 
sure if the steam I saw was coming from 
the bike or Stephen! I could see a clearer 
path tight to the left, brushing a rather 
spikey looking bush. My plan worked, I 
was safely ‘on the other side’ but I had a 
silly dab while turning to head along the 
bottom track.  
 
Section 8, John Grants Lane, another 
classic hill, the dry surface turns to stone 
as you ascend, it snakes left, right, left, 
right and finally left to the restart line. The 
climb was straightforward making full use 
of the width of the lane to ‘ride the berms’ 
and avoid the worst of the rocks. A very 
satisfying lane to ride with all members of 
the team cleaning it. 
 
Section 9 had been cancelled so it was 
straight on to Section 10, Annie’s Steep, 
from the start on the forest track a right 
turn took us up a straight but steep climb 
on a loose surface. Several sidecars in 
front of us ran out of grip just a few yards 
up the climb, one even rolled over and 
ejected its human cargo on the way down, 
fortunately nobody was hurt and the outfit 
was unharmed. They dusted themselves 
off and headed to the next section 
unperturbed. Reminded me of my days as 
a sidecar passenger. Q: What do you call 
someone with a sidecar on his head? A: 
Martin! 
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I started well to the left, swept around the 
turn, keeping to the left to avoid any bomb 
holes made by the outfits, and gunned it 
up the hill, there was plenty of grip and I 
made a clean climb. A very pleasant ride 
along the forest tracks took us back out to 
the main road, then back into the wood to 
follow the track past Section 10 to the next 
section. Mention must be made of the 
beautiful scenery that we passed on route 
to most of the sections, it was very 
agreeable to amble along the narrow 
lanes flanked by thatched cottages and 
rivers, over centuries old narrow bridges, 
the daffodils in full bloom, trees bursting 
with blossom, by now the sun was shining, 
the sky was getting brighter by the minute 
as the mist and cloud was burnt off. But 
our own clouds were gathering on the 
horizon! 
 
While waiting at Section 11, Rick noticed 
that my back tyre was looking a little flatter 
than usual, a quick check confirmed his 
suspicions, I had not been aware of hitting 
anything sharp, the valve wasn’t ripped 
out so I thought it might be a thorn. I 
always carry a spare tube and the means 
to change one but Rick suggested trying 
his magic foam, as it appeared to be a 
slow leak. I fired some sealer into the tube 
and rode up and down the track to fling it 
about, the tyre looked OK so back to the 
main feature: 
 
Section 11, Cod Wood, was a steady 
climb with a very loose surface which is 
the spoil from where the woodland has 
been cleared, to make it more interesting 
there was a steep right turn onto a forest 
track with the section ends a little way up 
the track. I made a clean climb, staying 
well to the left to give myself some space 
to make the right turn. 
 
More lovely forest tracks, where the only 
real hazard were the daft pheasants, took 
us to the Special Test, Chips Turn, a 
simple format, start with front wheel on 
line A, make a short climb round a right 

hand bend and stop astride line B, 
‘simples’ as the irritating meerkat would 
say. I made a brisk but not OTT attempt 
being mindful of my back tyre, then 
disaster for the team, Jeff, who is a very 
accomplished enduro rider, went around 
the bend with his foot down, moto cross 
style, and then Fred on the Ajay went 
sailing over the B line blissfully unaware of 
his faux pas! 
 
Section 12, Cod Piece, stop giggling 
Clutterbuck! A lovely hill like Annie’s Steep 
but with a left hand turn off the track 
before hitting the climb, this time there 
was a restart for my class, the surface 
was dry and loose but with good grip, the 
restart was quickly made followed by a 
clean ascent, very nice. Not so nice was 
my slowly deflating rear tyre, it wasn’t too 
bad so another good squirt of magic foam 
and we were off out of Cod wood to 
another wood a short distance down the 
road. Section 13, Hitchcombe Hill, a lovely 
classic graded hill, the surface was dry 
with plenty of grip and was cleaned by the 
team. 
 
Section 14, Wooston Steep, like Simms a 
popular star of YouTube. The bikes could 
opt for a less steep climb along a side 
lane for 6 penalty points, which would 
have been a wise option if the conditions 
had been very wet. Since the surface 
looked dry our team opted for the full hill, 
although not everyone realised what this 
meant as we shall see! I made a steady 
climb, plenty of grip, and counted down 
the markers, at the top of the main climb I 
saw the restart line for the class 7 and 8 
cars and headed for it making a turn to the 
left to clear the section. Others in the 
team, who shall remain nameless, 
obviously couldn’t count and possibly 
because of the Raybans, couldn’t see the 
restart line that might have given them a 
clue as to where they should have gone! I 
wonder just how many failed to spot the 
sting in the tail! Rick made a steady climb 
on the Villiers powered James (is it 
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permissible to use Villiers and powered in 
the same sentence?) he spotted where 
the ends cards were and cleaned the 
section to a well-deserved round of 
applause, well done Rick! 
 
By now the end was in sight, I fired the 
last of the magic foam into my back tyre 
and we headed off on the 10 mile stretch 
to the final group of sections, the sunshine 
was very welcome, the scenery lovely, 
spirits were high when I noticed that my 
wagon train wasn’t following me anymore. 
I stopped and waited, nothing but the 
chirping of the birds, I turned around and 
headed back, after a short distance I 
rounded a corner to find everyone stopped 
at the side of the road and Dick knelling, 
as if in prayer, by the side of his Honda. 
Disaster! It was refusing to run, I parked 
up and caught sight of my back tyre, 
double disaster! It was nearly flat, there 
was no option, I had to change the tube 
while the rest of the team tried to coax the 
Honda back to life. 
 
At this time Alan and Ben Wear arrived on 
the KTM outfit, their starter solenoid had 
packed up at the start of the trial so they 
had been using a screwdriver in its place, 
except that now the starter itself was 
being bad tempered and was refusing to 
turn the engine over compression! So that 
was it, a triple disaster! Fortunately there 
were a couple of house bricks lying on the 
grass verge that I used to support the bike 
while I worked on the back tyre so St 
Christopher was at least partly on our 
side! Having changed the tube another 
setback, a few inches of the tyre bead 
refused to seat on the rim! I had found this 
problem with the Alp rear rim before, 
sometimes it took 50psi to get the bead 
against the rim, I had nowhere near 
enough gas cylinders for this pressure. 
Alan’s electric pump was pressed into 
action, making a noise not unlike a 
didgeridoo it slowly inflated the tyre, but 
the bead refused to seat. 
 

With only 3 sections to go I decided to 
leave the tyre as it was and see if the 8 
mile ride would ease the bead onto the 
rim, meanwhile the Honda was not 
responding so Jeff and Dick took the 
decision to tow the sick bike back to the 
start. It was a much depleted and slightly 
wobbly convoy that headed off to the final 
group of sections. 
 
Section 15, Kingswell Lane, a deceptive 
section, it starts flat but the wet grass and 
muddy slots are a good indicator of what 
is to come! Alan was the first of our team 
to go, he made a good climb but got cross 
rutted causing the outfit to crab sideways 
until it ran out of grip. I followed and also 
got cross rutted, I kept going but had to 
foot my way up most of the section, this 
wasn’t surprising since I had decided to 
leave the back tyre pressure high as I 
didn’t want to have to tackle changing the 
tube again! 
 
Section 16, Upper Kingswell, is another 
YouTube favourite! It attracts a large and 
enthusiastic crowd and it’s easy to see 
why! A downhill rutted approach leads into 
a mud hole, there is a short climb before 
dropping into what appears to be a 
bottomless lake of water/clay sludge. Out 
of this quagmire is a steep climb up to a 
right-hander and the section ends. I made 
a good attempt not wishing to disappoint 
the spectators! The 30psi in my back tyre 
wasn’t helping my progress but did help in 
entertaining the crowds! After what 
seemed an eternity I was out the ends 
cards! 
 
Section 17, Palfreys, a good section to 
finish the trial, a gentle rise on grass 
leading to a sharp rise over a grassy bank, 
quickly followed by a second larger bank 
of loose stony soil where you think you 
have finished, but there’s more! At what 
you think is the end of the section you 
cross a track and move into another field 
for a terrific uphill blast of a hundred 
meters or so! Finishing on top of the world 
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with lovely views and a group of admiring 
cows! I chose second gear for a good 
blast bearing in mind my rear tyre 
pressure and enjoyed a very pleasing 
clear ride to the top, what a perfect way to 
finish the day. Rick managed a clear ride 
on the James but Fred struck out when 
the AJS jumped out of gear early in the 
section. 
 
We went back to Upper Kingswell to 
watch some of the cars tackle the mud 
hole, it was very entertaining, especially 
when the spectators managed to 

encourage some drivers to gun it through 
the water, memo to self: be wary of 
following advice from spectators!! The 
short ride back to the hotel was uneventful 
if a little scary, the outside lane of a dual 
carriageway is no place for a Pre65 trials 
bike with a terminal velocity of 35-40mph! 
 
Did we enjoy it? Yes! Would we do it 
again? Yes! Finally a big thank you to the 
land owners, the Torbay Motor Club and 
all those volunteers who make the event 
possible 

Mechanics 2011 – A trial of 
Interest 

by Richard Peck 
 

T he saga of two slightly dispirited 
trial drivers begins back in 
October 2010, following the 
Edinburgh with two cars in need 

of some serious TLC. John Looker’s car is 
undergoing a major, planned restoration 
ready for the 2011 Exeter, my own car has 
developed both a sinister knocking from 
underneath the back of car, and a 
significant oil leak from a rocker box; both 
on the 20 minute journey from the finish to 
home! With life, and snow getting in the 
way John makes little progress with his 
car, and I do little better, but I do replace 
the offside rear suspension over 
Christmas, stop the oil leak, and get an 
MOT in time for the Exeter, which passes 
without incident, other than for the return 
of the oil leak, again on the journey back 
to Derbyshire. The car is washed, and put 
away, with the intention of fixing the oil 
leak, and doing the usual post trial checks, 
ready for the next event. 
 
March arrives, my car has not been 
touched, lack of time and John’s remains 
also largely untouched, which begins to 
make us both feel that interest in trials and 
trialling is waning, surely we would have 

found time if were really interested, or 
have we elevated ‘last minute preparation’ 
to a new level? After a short discussion, a 
couple of days before entries close, it is 
agreed that I should enter the Mechanics 
with John as passenger, so a late phone 
call to the secretary of the event, and an 
entry is made, thanks Emma.   
 
Work begins to check over my car, and 
several attempts made to cure the 
offending oil leak, which is eventually 
achieved on the Saturday evening before 
the trial!  Sunday dawns, well I leave 
about 5.45am to pick John up in Coventry. 
What a filthy morning with dense cloud at 
home, and heavy rain on the M1. On the 
journey down the M1, particularly on uphill 
gradients there is a smell of burning oil 
and in the mirror, picked up by following 
headlights a trail of oil smoke, or is it 
spray? Three stops to check later, there is 
no oil leak, but the oil level is slightly high, 
the car is running fine, and I pass a lorry 
with 2 tar boilers on the back; the source 
of the smell!? The remaining journey to 
the start is completely uneventful, and the 
weather improves as we approach the 
Cotswolds. A beautiful day follows. 
 
At the start scrutineering is no problem, 
sign on, grab a bacon buttie, chat with 
some other competitors, and begin to 
remember why we go trialling.  
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Start time comes, and off we go, running 
last in the trial, but before we reach the 
first observed test we have worked our 
way up the field by two or three cars, 
without overtaking, or seeing any other 
competitors? We progress easily to 
section 3, Alf’s Delight, where there is 
quite a long wait, and like many other 
competitors we fail the cunningly placed 
restart.  
 
After this we have no problems until we 
reach Catswood, where we pick up a 
couple of sixes and them come to Don’t 
Blink, where we dismally fail to get off the 
start line, only escaping, and allowing the 
trial to continue thanks to a number of 
willing pushers, and a couple of people 
standing on the back bumper! This after 
having got thoroughly stuck and requiring 
assistance from the same willing helpers 
on the approach to the sections. Thanks 
chaps. The next disaster is at Bulls Cross, 
gently move forward 4 inches from the 
restart, then shoot back 2 feet – 

something lacking in technique here I 
feel!! From this point we have a pleasant, 
uneventful run to the end of the trial, 
remarkable only for the fact that we hardly 
see another competitor – I wonder why 
not? 
 
We duly arrive at the finish, sign off, have 
something to eat, a chat with other 
competitors and marshals and head for 
home, myself frustrated with some of my 
driving, but both of us having interest 
rekindled, to the extent that an entry is 
sent off for the Kyrle, John is making 
progress with his car, I have done more 
work to mine, well I have washed it, and a 
plan is in place for the summer, ready for 
next season! 
 
Thanks to everyone involved with the trial 
for a great day out, it really was a trial of 
interest for us, the good weather, lovely 
countryside, and above all the thoroughly 
nice people have ensured that interest is 
fully restored. 
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The 2011 Mechanics Trial  
by Eric Wall 
 

J ust a few weeks after the well-
known Cotswold Clouds, Stroud & 
District Motor Club was at it again! 
The Club’s second classic road trial 

of 2011. The start was the SKF venue 
(Formally Hoffmann Bearings) just a 
stone’s throw from junction thirteen on the 
M5 a great location with plenty of 
competitor and trailer parking on flat 
tarmac. John and June Blakeley 
completed scrutineering quickly and 
efficiently and the same can be said of the 
girls at the signing on desk in the oak 
panelled foyer of the office block.  
 
The weather was a bit overcast with just 
the odd spot of rain but by the time the 
first car left the start the rain had stopped 
and within half an hour the sun broke 
through and continued all day! The event 
was run under a Clubman Permit with the 
“Clubman’s Trial” using a slightly less 
severe course for less robust vehicles and 
to encourage newcomers to the sport and 
the “Mechanics Trial” for the more 
adventurous. A creditable entry of 41 cars 
were listed but there were two non 
starters, James Shallcross and John 
Copleston.  
 
A gentle run down the A38 to the first 
special test near Cam proved uneventful 
but very slippery and on to the first section 
Tin Pan Alley, no restart and no tyre 
pressure limit, a nice straightforward 
climb. Next to OS 3 Alf’s Delight, just 
below Stinchcombe Hill. This section had 
a class 3 to 8 restart which defeated most 
of those who attempted it notable 
exceptions being Mal Allan and Julian 
Archibald in their Marlins and just one 
class 8 Mike Workman in his GVS. On to 
Boxwell with a Class 6, 7 and 8 restart 
which proved far less of a problem with 
just one competitor recording a fail. A 
nice” pootle” along the lanes followed to 
Avening “ Hobbs Choice” like Boxwell 

used in the past on The Clouds, no 
problems here all competitors cleaning the 
restart. Another scenic part of the route 
followed towards Nailsworth passing the 
Royal Estate of Gatcombe Park on our 
right to Wood Lane. I was informed by the 
start marshal (he is a mate of mine) that 
the class 8 restart was “the easy one” so it 
goes without saying I failed dismally! The 
trial continued along the A46 towards 
Stroud and Bisley to Ansteads Farm to 
Sapseds Big Surprise for the Mechanics 
competitors and the Little Surprise for the 
Clubmen. Rick Neal recorded the best 
climb here with a 2 unfortunately at the 
expense of his retirement (diff I believe) 
Mike Workman, Terry Coventry and Tony 
Underhill managed a 3 and the rest mostly 
5s and 6s.  
 
Mini Hoskin next, a complete blunder on 
my part, missed the deviation and drove 
out of section at the 10 mark Doh! I 
noticed four other 10s in the results but I 
don’t know if they had the same problem. 
Only one car in the “Mechanics” climbed 
the section, Dave Haizelden, yet 2 had 
successful climbs in the “Clubmans” trial 
Ian Moss and Malcolm Norman in his 
MR2. Best class 8 climb was Simon 
Woodall with a 4, being the only car in the 
class to reach the restart! 
 
Another unfortunate retirement here was 
Tony Underhill, whilst “trickling” near the 
top of the hill, probably around 7,500rpm? 
He decided second gear would be a good 
idea, alas horrible noises prevailed both 
from the transmission and the engine 
department. I’m not certain the extent of 
the damage, but knowing Tony I’m sure 
he will fix it soon. OS 9 next in the same 
complex Don’t Blink with a class 8 restart, 
best here was David Golightly in his 
impressive Ford Model A who managed a 
4.  
 
On to the second special test a slippery 
downhill affair, to stop astride line B which 
all achieved. A short decent down the “old 
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Catswood” section again used on the 
Cotswold Clouds in years gone by to King 
Charles Lane where another class 6,7 and 
8 restart was completed by all 
competitors. Bulls Cross another “easy” 
restart caught out several, Pete Hart, 
Julian Archibald, Matt Deny and myself 
included. Another short section on the 
road via a holding control at Shab Hill with 
some of the best views in the area and still 
the sun shone brightly. Greenaway 
sections next, competitors being greeted 
by Bill Bennett wielding the dreaded tyre 
pressure gauge. Both sections were 
climbed by most competitors although a 
few picked up a 12 on the first hill 
including Stuart Deacon who again was 
trying his usual “trickle” approach as well! 
 
Back on the road again towards 
Cirencester, taking the Old Bath road to 
another old favourite Bull Banks. Unlike 
the Clouds, this trial used the complete hill 
as one section with a restart for all 
classes. This caused little problem for 
competitors as the restart was generously 
positioned. Just a couple of miles around 
the delightful Cotswold countryside and 
we arrived at the last section Viaduct, this 
was a straightforward hill without restarts 
to the summit to adjust tyre pressures and 
enjoy another fantastic view of the Golden 
Valley.  
 
A three or four mile run to the new 
finishing venue in Stroud, The Clothiers 
Arms was soon completed and a cool pint 
to quench the thirst was very welcome. 
This was the first time the Club have used 
this pub, there is somewhat limited 
parking, although adequate for the level of 
entry for this event (even on an afternoon 
when England were playing Scotland at 
Twickers on the big screen) The Club had 
the use of the separate adjacent room for 
signing off and later the announcement of 
results. In recent years the availability of 
food has been a little unpredictable at the 
previous venue, I can certainly vouch for 
the quality of the Clothiers offerings, which 

I thought were excellent. I believe that it is 
possible to find a little more parking within 
a hundred yards or so which may be 
required in the future. Despite failing hills 
all over the place I really enjoyed the 
event. 
 
Clerk of the Course Nigel Moss did a great 
job but was to a degree undone by the 
weather gods during the previous twelve 
hours. For most of the previous week 
much of the route was dry and dusty! But 
some steady rain during Saturday night 
changed all that. I think that on the day 
18psi for class 8 was a little high, but that 
said I tried to look on the bright side, after 
all that’s road pressures so I’ll only need 
to set them once right? Wrong. We had 
twelve hills with twelve restarts on 
“pressures” and to the credit of the ever-
willing marshals these were checked at 
every hill. Trouble was at EVERY hill we 
had to re-inflate or deflate as the gauges 
were wildly inaccurate, four pounds 
variation not being uncommon, when 
you’re having a bad day that can be very 
aggranoying! 
 
That said, I thought that the event was 
very well organised, an interesting route 
with a clear route card and the results 
were quickly and efficiently distributed, 
many thanks to the organisers Nigel 
Moss, Del Lloyd, Bryan Phipps and 
Secretary of the event Emma Wall and all 
the volunteer marshals, several of whom 
did early and late sections.  
 
I almost forgot, Dave Haizelden won the 
Mechanics Trial overall  in his Golf 
collecting 11 marks and Ian Moss won the 
Clubman’s in his Ford Y type with a total 
of just 6 penalties all day. Well done both. 
Could this be a first? The Clubman’s event 
had six starters and every competitor won 
a first class award or better, how about 
that! 
 
Well done S& DMC another great trial 



38 

2011 Kylre Trial 
photos by Don 
Stringer on Jack
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My Kyrle Trial  
by Mal Allen 

 

W ell, having twice before been 
asked to write a piece for the 
Restart and having produced 
two pieces of drivel, I did not 

expect to be asked again (a good plan 
that didn’t work). So here goes another 
literary masterpiece. Not having the best 
of memories, I can only write about my 
own experiences on the trial. So here 
goes. 
 
A couple of years ago when my regular 
passenger was unavailable, I persuaded 
my big brother who we shall call Bob 
(because that’s his name) to ride shotgun 
on the Kyrle that year. Ever since he has 
been keen to come out to play again, so 
this year he was back in the passenger 
seat. 
 
Our start time was reasonably civilised at 
9:26, but this still meant a 6:30 start for 
me, picking up Bob in North Bristol and 
heading for the trailer park in Ross. We 
arrived in reasonable time but still had to 
hunt for a space for the truck and trailer, 
unloaded and set off for the start in cool 
sunshine. Great start venue, lots of room 
for scrutineering and parking and bacon 
sandwiches. No problems with John and 
June the scrutineers, but John did mention 
something about checking f ire 
extinguishers next year (which I forgot, 
must ask him again). Signed on and made 
my usual contribution to Junes keep fit 
programme. So to the event. 
 
Section 1 Widow Maker, Steep dry dusty 
with a restart, As we approached the 
restart I could see that it had large deep 
hole on the left, so positioned car to right, 
pulled away and the car slid sideways 
straight into hole, 5 points!! (Another good 
plan gone bad. Bearing in mind that I used 
to have a job with the word “Planner” in 
the job title you can see why I’m now 
retired). 

Section 2 Pill Box, Long steep climb 
through woods, easy clean here. 
 
Section 3 Ropers, This section is set out 
using markers posts and tape winding up 
a steep wet narrow field. Having watched 
a few cars climb to the 6/7 and 2 markers 
it was our turn, we launched off and lost 
control/grip at the 7 marker, never mind. 
The sun was warming up nicely now and 
we had a nice but dusty drive around the 
base of Goodrich Castle. 
 
Section 4 Jack, Again, steep dry and 
grippy, by slipping the clutch on the very 
steep bit at the top we cleared this hill, 
returned down hill (this is more scary than 
going up) straight to:-  
 
Section 5 Jill, Same as Jack, but with a 
restart thrown in for good measure. We 
cleared the hill. 
 
Section 6 Ty’s Trek, We met John the 
Scrutineer at the bottom of this hill, he 
offered us some encouragement here (or 
was it just more verbal abuse?). We failed 
the restart, it was here I realised that 
taking out most of the ballast, thinking that 
Bob’s weight and the dry conditions would 
give enough grip was a BIG mistake.  
 
Section 7 Pludds, I have attempted this 
hill 5 or 6 times now and have never 
before got past the restart, this year was 
to be no exception. 
 
Section 8 Barty’s Bank, A nice climb up 
through the woods popping out of the 
trees into a clearing where there were 
about 12 cars waiting to have a go on the 
diff testing machine, this is one hell of a bit 
if kit. Then, onto: 
 
Section 9 Rock Garden, Looking at the 
results this section was either fail the 
restart and get 9 points (which we did, 
along with about a third of those required 
to restart) or if you got off the restart you 
cleaned the hill. A big hit for a failed 
restart. 



40 

Section 10 Snompers, Now, here loyal 
readers it get a bit more involved, we 
arrived to find a bit of a queue. I had 
already set the tyres to the required 14 psi 
and as is the habit of trials drivers we 
gathered at the start line to watch. The 
startline marshal called for the cars to be 
move along the track so my passenger 
decided this was his chance to get to drive 
the Marlin and moved the car along the 
track about 20 yards, just how he 
managed to get a puncture in those 20 
yards is beyond me. It will be a long time 
before he gets another chance to drive my 
car! So we pull out of the way and change 
the tyre, during this time another Marlin 
had attempted the hill and got itself well 
and truly stuck right on the edge of a drop 
into an 8 foot deep ditch. By now a largish 
crowd had gathered to watch the 
entertainment. It took about 15 minutes to 
remove him. As I had rejoined the queue I 
let Dudley go next and he climbed to a 
good 5. We had our go and just managed 
a 6, but on the return down the hill we 
tried to drive into the same ditch as the 
previous Marlin, A big thank you here to 
the recovery team who swung into action 
again and had me out in about 5 minutes, 
I drove away in shame at making the 
same mistake. 
 
Section 11 Tomlin Splash, A bit of a 
waste of a hill as the vast majority of 
competitors scored either, 12, 11 or 10 
points in a patch of deep mud.  
 
Observed Test Alfa, No nothing to do 
with Italian cars, I think the organisers ran 
out of names. Start here, stop there, 
reverse here, and stop astride there, easy.  
 
Section 12 Cuddleigh Bank, Looking at 
the results it appears that so long as you 
got off the line you would score a zero, we 
scored 0. 
 
Section 13 Charcoal Flats, We dropped 
1 point here, having moved off the restart 
we came over a crest alongside the 2 
marker and could not immediately see the 
1 marker (we were in the trees with no 

defined track) by the time we found it 
about 20 yards off to the left in amongst 
the trees it was too late to get the car 
pointed in the right direction.  
 
Section 14 Blaize, As the title says we 
blazed our way to a 0 on this hill, apart 
from that I cannot remember the hill. 
 
Observed Test Bravo, The start marshal 
explained this hill well and mentioned that 
a previous driver had managed to stall just 
yards from the startline, so we went into 
full launch mode and promptly knocked 
over the bollard at line ‘BB’, thinking that 
as is usual if you hit a line marker that’s a 
failed test, I drove out of the test without 
completing it, only later reading that on 
this trial you could hit a marker and just 
get a 10 second penalty, not that it would 
have made any difference to my score, it 
does go to prove we should read and 
understand the final instructions and not 
take things for granted. 
 
Section 15 Fran’s Frolic, Again another 
hill on which you had to pay attention to 
where the hill markers were as they 
squeezed you against the undergrowth on 
the left. But a great blast up though the 
trees, bushes and roots to burst out onto 
the upper track.   
 
Section 16 Waterworks, The last hill, by 
now the sun was taking its toll on me and 
all I wanted to do was get to the finish and 
have a beer. But we had to sit in the 
longest queue of the day for about 15 
minutes. Which I took to mean that this hill 
had a sting, it did, the restart was steep 
with a large exposed tree root running half 
way across just where you had to stop, 
We spun the wheels jumped up and down 
a bit, stopped, rolled back about 3 feet 
drove off and cleared the hill. Strangely 
enough the marshal gave us a fail. 
 
And so on to what must be one of the best 
motor club’s clubhouses and a nice glass 
of beer to wash the dust from my throat. 
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Looking at the results to see a spread of 
points from 4 to 143 between the 50 
starters indicates that even though it was 
dry in most places it was as usual a ‘tough 
‘ trial and congratulation to Nick Farmer 
being the man on 4 points and winning the 
Kyrle Trophy. 
 
Now, I know that it’s difficult to set hills 
and make them difficult enough to give all 
classes a challenge, but, on at least 2 hills 
the route turned sharp 90 left off of the 
main track into the woods, with the next 
marker a few yards in the woods off of the 
main track. There was no other indication 
of this deviation from the main track i.e. 
arrow or tape. I did not get caught out by 

this as I have done previous Kyrle Trials 
and had instructed my passenger to ‘spot’ 
for me, but some drivers did. Trials for me 
should be a test of man and machine 
against the terrain, not a treasure hunt for 
the next marker. Please could I encourage 
the organisers to use a bit of tape or 
arrows next year on this type of deviation?  
 
As usual I offer my thanks and 
congratulations to the organising team 
and the ever cheerful marshals for another 
successful Kyrle Trial and also thank them 
for making it possible for us, the drivers, to 
enjoy some of the best sections and views 
to be found on any trial. 

Daf Diary - Spring 2011  
by Fred Mills 

 

I t is about two years since the last Daf 
Diary was written by Derek. During this 
period much has happened to the Daf 
but not a lot to cheer about. Over the 

twenty years I have been associated with 
DAFs we have had some success, 
including a couple of MCC Bronze 
awards, but latterly it has been a-tale of 
burnt clutches and non finishes for various 
reasons. The Daf has ‘Variomatic’ 
transmission, which can be manipulated 
by switching the vacuum supply to one 
side or the other of the pulley diaphragms. 
For the last two years, at least, this 
doesn’t seem to have been working 
properly and the car was attempting to 
climb hills in the equivalent of fourth gear, 
hence burnt out clutches.  
 
In an attempt to eradicate the problem 
with the centrifugal clutches burning Derek 
obtained a Volvo 340, the replacement 
model for the DAF 66, which had a 
conventional clutch arrangement. After a 
certain amount of fiddling, hitting with 
hammers, welding etc the DAF now had a 
proper clutch along with a third pedal. 
Was this to be the answer to our inability 

to climb a section? In a word, no. The car 
now appeared to be desperately 
underpowered and while the clutch 
gripped beautifully the engine couldn’t 
even spin the wheels on a loose surface. 
In this condition we set off from Newcastle 
at midday on the Thursday before the 
Lands End Trial. Traffic was horrendous it 
took us three hours to reach Durham, 
thirty miles away, and five hours to arrive 
at junction 32 on the M1. Our arrival at the 
Toulmin’s house was three hours later 
than we had hoped.  
 
Next day we sorted out some of the 
problems with the car and ascertained that 
there was vacuum going to both sides of 
the pulley diaphragms but were left no 
wiser as to the reason for the lack of 
power. Was it the carburettor? Was it the 
larger wheels/tyres? Was there a hole in 
one of the diaphragms? We had no option 
but to set off for the start at Michaelwood 
where we had an 8.14pm start time. The 
run to Bridgewater was livened up by the 
Steps Lane Regularity Test where we 
managed to reach Line B in a smidgen 
over 1 minute. Bridgewater scrutineering 
etc were uneventful and we departed on 
the trial proper at thirty four minutes past 
midnight. 
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Felons Oak was to be the high spot of our 
trial; we made it off the restart and low 
ratio seemed to be working. On the run 
down from the section ends we 
disappeared in a cloud of steam, one of 
Derek’s 40 year old heater hoses had 
burst, this set us back about 15 minutes. 
 
Crook Horn Hill Observed Test was next 
and had to be held on the tarmac road as 
the forest was out of bounds in case we 
spread Sudden Death Oak disease. I 
hope we didn’t. On to County Gate Control 
where we were glad we were running 
early, as it was a case of putting a quart 
into a pint pot. Two young men made a 
splendid job of helping people park their 
cars and generally kept things moving. I 
believe that next year the control will be at 
Barbrook, I can’t imagine where. 
 
We arrived Beggars Roost full of hope that 
our new clutch would help us power off 
the start line. In the past we usually 
disappeared in cloud of clutch smoke but 
this time the engine couldn’t work up 
enough energy to get us as far as the 
diversion, it felt like we were in top gear. 
The clutch was ok, however. Rodney’s 
Revenge was quite good; we made it past 
the restart box before running out of puff. 
As dawn broke it turned foggy for our run 
to Cutliffe Lane. We‘ve cleared this one on 
more than one occasion, but not this time. 
During the reverse back to the start the 
car went seriously off course and would 
have tipped over if not for the quick 
thinking of Colin Perryman who was 
marshalling on the section. 
 
The fog had lifted by the time we reached 
Sutcombe where we would have cleared 
the section if there hadn’t been a restart in 
the way. After backing down the hill we 
made it out of the top to stop and enjoy a 
bacon butty and a cuppa. 
 
Darracott saw the reappearance of an old 
problem. The car is driving quite well up a 
section and just after hitting a big bump 

the engine gives up. In the past we’ve put 
this down to the float jamming in the 
carburettor; it clears up after either giving 
the carb a thump or by slackening the float 
chamber top. There must have been 
enough bumps on the tow out because 
the engine started first time at the top. 
Special thanks to the first class tractor 
driver for a very careful and thoughtful 
tow. 
 
Crackington used to be beset with lengthy 
waiting times but nowadays thanks to the 
holding controls this is no longer the case. 
We were going quite well until we came 
across a patch of foot deep wet potters 
clay, it was an unusual colour a sort of 
orangey pink. Wilsey Down was its usual 
scintillating self but Derek was able to get 
almost a full hour of sleep.  
 
Warleggan was where the carburettor did 
its little trick again and we were again 
towed out of the forest. Ladyvale was a 
success story of sorts; we made it to the 
restart box and restarted correctly only for 
Derek to turn left instead of right at the 
top. Hoskin Hill was interesting we 
crawled up to the restart box got away 
again and again crawled up the section 
and made it to above the red restart 
before running out of steam. Paul 
Bartleman guided us back to the lay-by to 
turn and retrace our steps to the start line. 
 
Bishops Path Observed Test was 
uneventful but Bishops Wood was 
something else. The handbrake, never 
very good, had been becoming less 
effective as the trial progressed and it 
failed to hold us on the restart meaning 
that we rolled back rather spectacularly. 
On to another route check, Perranporth, 
then on to the final two sections at Blue 
Hills. The access road gives the most 
wonderful views of the two sections 
across the valley.  
 
Blue Hills 1 was its usual tricky self. For 
such a short section it has everything; a 
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very narrow twisty track so you can’t avoid 
the pool at the bottom of the loop and a 
restart on shiny granite setts on the steep 
exit to the tarmac lane. Needless to say 
we didn’t clear it but I think we did make 
some tyre smoke, not bad for a DAF. Blue 
Hills 2 is Derek’s Bête Noir, the first year 
the lower chicane was in place his silver 
DAF was dragged over the top and never 
competed again because of the damage. 
You may gather from this that the DAF 
never makes it as far as the chicane and 
this year was no different. 
 
Following the very firm instructions we 
immediately made our way to Scorrier to 
collect our Finisher’s Certificate, the first 
one for some time. Somehow we had 
made our way to the end of the trial 
without actually clearing more than one 
section. The new clutch arrangement had 
worked well and if it hadn’t been for the 
lack of power or perhaps lack of low ratio 

we would have done a lot better. Many 
thanks to the organisers, marshals, 
husbands/wives etc who helped make this 
a very well run and enjoyable event. 
 
Postscript: After returning home Derek 
happened to notice that the second choke 
wasn’t opening on the carburettor so we 
changed it for one of several he has on his 
garage shelf. Guess what? The choke 
didn’t work on this one either! The 
accelerator pedal installed with the clutch 
and brake pedals didn’t have enough 
travel to activate the second choke and 
we had completed a whole trial using only 
one choke on a twin choke carburettor. 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

T he Ruffwell Hotel, nestling a little 
to the east of the river Exe, once 
again served as the headquarters 
for Silverton Motor Clubs classic 

road trial held on the 16th September 
1979. In the June of that year an 
association to be known as the 
Association of Classic Trials Clubs 
(ACTC) was formed but this trial 
constituted round six of the David Paull 
classic trials championship administered 
by Chester Motor Club. From the hotel 
base, Clerk of the Course, Brian Granger, 
used an abundance of narrow winding 
roads to link together seventeen sections 
and one fast and dusty speed test which 
when combined, created a trial of attrition 
with no less than six retirements from a 
somewhat disappointing entry of thirty six. 
Some of the drivers who coaxed their cars 
to the finish were to be seen closely 
examining damage, which varied from re-
arranged steering to modified bodywork. 
 
A steep grassy bank close to Cadbury 
Castle provided the first two sections 
where it was impossible to obtain 
sufficient traction with penalties being 
incurred by all; the best two performances 
were achieved by Mike Heskins in his MG. 
Midget and Tim Maynard with his 1500cc 
“one lady owner” VW Beetle. The next 
section that was close by, whilst being 
easy, directed drivers over ruts more akin 
to a ploughed field. These were very hard, 
constantly pummelling the suspension and 
proving too much for Ken Green’s highly 
modified type 82E VW Beetle, which was 
being driven by Simon Woodall. Rear 
suspension failure caused the first 
retirement at this point.  
 
The trial continued with a speed test 
where Andy Curtis who had rolled his VW 
Beetle on a special stage rally a few 
weeks earlier beat me by 0.1 of a 
second – we were two of the fastest. An 

awkward section at Kitlake followed. It 
was one of those tests through a gateway, 
which if driven well is relatively easy, but 
one wheel an inch or so in the wrong 
place and – disaster! It wasn’t the gateway 
so much as a stream crossing it and the 
ability to pull the rear wheels over a hump, 
which obviously became wetter and thus 
more slippery as each driver made his 
attempt. I got it wrong but Tim Maynard “ 
just shut his eyes until he thought his car 
was through the stream and then powered 
it to the summit” where by mis-direction he 
collected a one point penalty. 
 
The next difficult test was Water Works 
whereby a ninety-degree left hand bend 
around a tree sited on a ridge, gave many 
drivers heavy penalties. Amongst those 
who achieved “clean” climbs here were 
John West – Oliver Special - Martin 
Halliday – Austin Healey Sprite – Dick 
Andrews – Dellow – Oliver Bettison – the 
ex-Norman Higgins Hillman Rallye Imp – 
Andy Curtis – VW Beetle – Angus 
Stewart – Ford Popular and myself in the 
VW Brasilia.  
 
Following lunch, the first climb through 
dense woods at Nethercott, included a 
very tight left hand hairpin, which either 
meant being penalised or hitting a tree – 
most chose the former! The remaining 
stiffest climbs of the afternoon were at 
Quarry, the Goarse Course and Heifers 
Paradise. The latter hill once again 
included traversing through a gateway 
followed by climbing over hard shale and 
claimed the gearbox of a Hillman Imp and 
the differential on Mike Heskins MG 
Midget. 
 
The next well-supported event was the 
MCC Edinburgh Trial, which was held on 
the 6th October, although two weeks 
earlier I had won the award for the best 
performance by a MCC member on their 
“One Day” Trial, which had attracted thirty-
two entries. The Edinburgh, on the other 
hand, achieved two hundred and forty 
eight entries all of which commenced from 
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Coventry with the finish as it has been for 
many years now in the Spa town of 
Buxton.  
 
The early morning frost and heavy mist 
put a slippery finish on the surfaces of 
Putwell and Litton Slack, the first two 
sections. Putwell was split into two with a 
Stop and Restart on the first and a Stop 
and Go on the higher reaches. There were 
very many failures with vehicles running 
back or failing within the required time. 
Litton Slack also caused no less than forty 
failures from the car entry, particularly the 
earlier numbers, as the drying 
hill tended to favour the later 
competitors.  
 
Millstone Edge proved more 
difficult than usual despite the 
fact that the chicane had been 
removed for this year and, as 
gene ra l l y  ex pec ted  t he 
roughness of Bamford Clough 
claimed more than Litton. 
Haggside incorporated a Stop 
and Restart but the majority 
successfully achieved this. 
However, a Stop and Go test on 
the innocuous Haydale caused a 
lot of havoc with the required times not 
being achieved due to the greasy, stony, 
grassy surface. 
 
There was much mud in evidence at New 
Tunstead although the hill was not as 
challenging as it has been; but, once 
again, a Stop and Go test on Taxal with 
the deceptively sharp left hand bend 
caught the unwary. The final “climb” was 
through a chicane arrangement on the 
grassy slight gradient of Old Longhill. 
 
And so with darkness fast falling on those 
cold, windswept and damp Derbyshire 
hills the 57th Edinburgh trial was 
concluded. For the final eighty miles or so 
the route was stricken with broken or 
“limping” vehicles that had endeavoured to 
take all the sand, shale, boulders and mud 
that the organisers could throw at them. It 
was, quite rightly, a tough trial 

incorporating twelve traditional sections; 
three Stop and Go, two restarts and two 
speed tests over the terrain of the hilly 
county. Eighteen Gold and fourteen Silver 
medals were awarded. Class awards were 
won by Ted Briant – Triumph (Silver), Alan 
Bee – Hillman Imp, Mike Heskins – MG 
Midget, Richard Penhale – VW 
Notchback, Peter Le Couteur – Dellow, 
Brian Bradbeer – VW Beetle (Silver) and 
Colin Bird – MG J2 (Silver). The best team 
were Philip Mitchell, David Turner and 
myself, as Team Beetling, and all driving 
Volkswagen powered cars.  

One of the successful drivers in the 1980s 
was Richard Penhale. He is seen here 
driving his VW Type 3 Notchback that 
proved to be as competitive as the VW 
Beetles. He achieved second overall in 
the Crackington League of the ACTC 
championship in 1984, using a 1776cc 
engine with twin Weber carburettors. 
 
Round seven of the championship on the 
28th October fell to North Cornwall Motor 
Club’s Tamar Trial. The introduction for 
the 1979 event by Les Connett, chairman 
of the club stated that “ the event, which is 
now established as a classic reliability 
trial, follows a route through some of the 
best trials country to be found 
anywhere….. an event which will offer the 
challenge of a mini ‘Land’s End’ type trial, 
and consequently secure the future into 
the 1980s”. Following a route similar to the 
previous year’s Fulford Cup event it 
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offered very competitive sections as it 
criss-crossed the Cornwall-Devon border. 
 
The entry of thirty-five was dominated by 
three marques – Ford (nine), MG (nine) 
and Volkswagen (six). The remaining 
entries included the inevitable Hillman 
Imps and Dellows plus Austin Healey, Fiat 
and Skoda, represented by one of each. 
The trial commenced from Callington with 
competitors immediately faced with the 
Land’s End section at Barrat’s Mill, which 
at that time of the year proved to be 
exceedingly slippery, although climbed by 
the majority. The next section at 
Chilsworthy began as a gentle incline on a 
moderate surface but following a ninety 
degree right hand bend, steadily gets 
steeper and rougher through a left 
hand bend, with careful avoidance of 
both solid boulders and a ditch 
required to successfully reach the 
summit unscathed. Brockinshire’s 
Fiat retired at this point with 
undetected electrical problems. 
 
On re-entering Cornwall the route 
directed the entourage into the 
Tredeare Estate where a steep 
muddy track up through trees was 
only cleared by the supercharged 
MG J2 of Dudley Sterry. Penalties 
were incurred by all on the ninety 
degree right hand bend of the next section 
but it was the very deep ruts along the 
track leading from the estate where “fun 
was had by all” – perhaps some having 
more successful “fun” than others! It was a 
good classic section. 
 
Regretfully Badharlick, one of the tough 
climbs, was cancelled leaving the 
appropriately named Park Impossible to 
be attempted next. Although climbable by 
competitive machinery when dry, it does 
live up to its name when wet. This year it 
was wet with not a single car reaching the 
then narrow laurel lined summit; Hawke’s 
Dellow (eventual overall winner of the 
Tamar Trophy) making the highest climb 
closely followed by Dick Andrews in a 

similar car and once again Dudley Sterry. 
 
Of the remaining sections of Sydenham, 
Angel Steps and Eastcott Down, it was the 
initial slippery steep rise at Angel Steps 
that caused failures. There was a “battle 
royal” for the “grip tyre” class between 
Perranporth domiciled Morley Bray driving 
a short wheel base 1500cc VW Buggy and 
Dudley Sterry. Whilst they both incurred 
penalties at Angel Steps it was the better 
climb on Park Impossible, which gave the 
latter the perpetual award of the 
Secretary’s Cup, and thus a class win to 
Morley. Vince Brockinshire, Martin 
Halliday, Tim Cookman and myself won 
the remaining classes. 

Dennis Greenslade – VW Brasilia,
Beggar’s Roost – 1981 Land’s End Trial 
Another unusual Volkswagen. This car, 
which was made in Brazil entered Great 
Britain via Iran and initially was fitted with 
a twin carburettored 1285cc air cooled 
engine. A Gold Medal was won on the 
1981 trial.  
 
Following the Tamar there was now 
another “battle royal” taking place in the 
second year of the championship, the 
leading contenders being Dick Andrews, 
Dudley Sterry, Martin Halliday and myself. 
Three rounds remained – Camel Vale’s 
Wadham Stringer Octo, Minehead’s 
Exmoor Clouds and Sporting Owner 
Driver’s Conquest.  
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
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1 litre                                                                   £13.99 
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Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
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CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
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Petrol Power Eco Max One Shot Boost 
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Cleans injectors fast. Adds up to 3 octane numbers 
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high speed detonation and mechanical damage. 
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Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres       £10.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres                                          £7.99 
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£9.50 for overnight delivery 
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VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
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Reliability brings success 

 

Whitchurch 

MOT 
Centre 

 

Adrian Marfell 
01600 890218 

 

 
  Air Cooled VW Experts 

  Class 4 Beetles a speciality 

  Tyre Racks 

  Sumpguards 

  Turn-Key Cars 

  In fact, everything you need 
to keep your trials VW 
competitive 

Just off the A40 between Ross and 
Monmouth,  where the Kyrle starts 
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Motorcycle 
Championships 
 
At present including the results from the 
Lands End are: 
 
Pouncy League: 
Stephen Kingstone   55 
David Craddock        45 
Andrew Craddock     40 
Julien Slade               30 
Buster Griffin             22                   
 
Red Rose Bowl: 
Simon Eddy              44 
Geoff Westcott          41 
Alexander Lidgate     32 
 
Solos: There have been 7 that have 
dropped out. (2 competitors did not enter 
a single trial) And 3 new competitors this 
year. 

Sidecars: There have been 2 that have 
dropped out. And 1 new competitor this 
year. 
 
All Clubs so far ran the approved class 
structure. 
 
It is also noted that quite a few clubs have 
split the class B entry into B1 & B2 I am 
hoping that this will continue. 
 
This year the championships have 
changed slightly adding a point for 
entering a trial and a point for finishing. 
This seems to be working well. 
 
Also the Motorcycle solos class B, will be 
split into B1 and B2. Which it will hope 
make a more closely run championship. 
 
See you on or near a hill soon. 
Stephen Bailey 
Motorcycle coordinator 

ACTC Championship points http://www.actc.org.uk/
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POUNCY LEAGUE
Stephen Kingstone ECC 12 11 12 12 8 55
David Craddock 12 11 NE 2 8 12 45
Andrew Craddock 8 10 NE 3 11 8 40
Julien Slade 8 3 10 NE 7 2 30
Edward Griffin NE 9 NE 7 6 NE 22
Stephen Grinter NE 9 NE 1 10 NE 20
Chris Lidstone NE 11 NE 8 NE NE 19
Keith Johnston 1 4 NE NE 12 2 19
Dick Lidstone NE 8 NE 2 NE NE 10
Tom Beckerleg NS 1 NE NE 9 NS 10
Stephen Bailey 5 NE NE NE 3 2 10
Richard Dawe 8 NE NE NE NE NE 8
Ian Jones 2 NE NE NE NE 2 4
Philip Sanders 1 NE NE NE NE NE 1

RED ROSE
Simon Eddy 8 12 NE 11 12 1 44
Geoff Westcott 12 10 NE 10 1 8 41
Alexander Lidgate NS NS 12 8 7 5 32
Peter Adams 2 NE NE NE 5 1 8

Key. NE = Non Entry.  NS = Non Starter. R = Retired. EC/SC = Entered Car/Solo Class.
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Championship Chat  
I take my hat off to the organisers of the 
last two events that I’ve done, the Torbay 
and Kyrle Trials, for being able to get a 
result in very dry conditions without 
needing to resort to special test times. It 
was particularly dry around rural Ross-on-
Wye that I nearly had to resort to a mask 
to keep the dust out. 
 
Stuart Harrold and I spent a very pleasant, 
balmy Good Friday evening helping to run 
the Somerset regularity test on the Land’s 
End Trial. This year all but one of the 
competitors had read the instructions and 
thus did not stop illegally astride line B. I 
wonder if there is any way that the results 
of the regularity test could be moved up 
the pecking order of tie-break methods? 
 
Turning now to the tables, and first the 
Wheelspin. I know that there are five one-
day events to go, so a potential 50 points 
for somebody, but is anybody going to 
stop Nick Farmer this year, who currently 
has a 14 point lead over Dean 
Partington. Mike Chatwin is third, with 
last year’s Wheelspin Champion, Dudley 
Sterry in fourth. Bill Bennett and Dick 
Bolt are currently tied on points for fourth 
place with Arnie Martin and Duncan 
Stephens in very close attendance. 
 
It’s much tighter in the Crackington, 
although Nick Farmer leads from Bill 
Bennett with John Bell in third. Then 
follow a pair of class 1 stalwarts, James 
Shallcross and Dave Haizelden followed 
by Dudley Sterry, Dean Partington, Dick 
Bolt and Mike Chatwin, all with 
Wheelspin interest and then Nick Cleal, 
Keith Sanders and Mal Allen not that far 
away. 
 
The Navigators League has a very 
familiar name at the top, Liz Bennett, 
doing her usual excellent job in Bill’s MG.  
In second place is a newcomer to the 
League, Peter Goode, who has been 

helping Mike Chatwin to high placings. I’m 
currently in third place, courtesy of 
Dudley’s ability to get his car to the top or 
most hills, just ahead of James Curtis, 
Donny Allen, Lorraine Rippon and Alan 
Selwood who is taking advantage of Nick 
farmer’s current purple patch. 
 
The Team Championship is still led by 
the FWDs plus 1, (Messrs Shallcross, 
Dommett, Cleal and Haizelden) but they 
haven’t scored since the Cotswold Clods 
Trial which has allowed the Derbyshire 
Allstars (Messrs Knifton, Partington 
and Foster) to get a lot closer More 
Bump’n’Grind have also managed to 
organise a quorum on two events and 
they ( Messrs Bartelman, Groves and 
Sterry) are by no means out of the hunt. 
 
I’ll bet the organisers of the September 
events have their prayer mats out looking 
for rain and whilst I don’t like the weather 
to be too bad I certainly don’t expect to 
return from a one-day trial with sunburn!A 
bit more water would also mix the 
conditions up a bit and offer opportunities 
for other competitors to shine. I fully 
expect that, come the nest report in her, 
that the titles will still all be up for grabs 
and that the decisions will go down to the 
wire in December. 
 
I shall now look forward to my annual 
three-days doing a bit of spectator 
marshalling at the Festival of Speed at 
Goodwood. If any of you will be visiting 
the event please do come and see us 
(Stuart Harrold will be there as well) and 
we are situated at the start of the tyre 
warming area, which is about 200yds 
before the start line. 
 
Whatever you do, have a good summer 
and, as always, I shall hope to see you out 
and about on the hills when the season 
starts again. 
 

Chris Phillips 
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Nick Farmer 5 10 8 10 10 5 10 58 7
Dean Partington 5 7 7 7 9 9 44 6
Michael Chatwin 9 4 9 8 6 36 5
Dudley Sterry 3 7 6 8 4 5 33 6
Bill Bennett 3 8 6 2 5 3 27 6
Dick Bolt 5 4 3 5 5 5 27 6
Arnie Martin 5 9 6 5 25 4
Duncan Stephens 5 1 6 3 7 22 5
James Shallcross 5 3 10 18 3
Nigel Moss 10 4 1 15 3
Michael Leete 1 9 3 13 3
Brian Partridge 7 5 12 2
Tim Foster 4 3 4 11 3
David Haizelden 5 1 5 11 3
Peter Hart 6 5 11 2
Barry Clarke 5 5 10 2
Andrew Rippon 5 5 10 2
Eric W all 5 5 10 2
Keith Sanders 7 2 9 2
Simon W oodall 1 8 9 2
Kevin Barnes 8 8 1
Julian Lack 1 2 5 8 3
Leslie Newell 8 8 1
Michael W arnes 5 3 8 2
Neal Vile 3 5 8 2
Charles Knifton 1 4 1 6 3
Richard Houlgate 3 3 6 2
Peter Mountain 3 3 6 2
David Symons 1 5 6 2
Russell Clarke 3 3 6 2
Terry Ball 5 5 1
John Bell 5 5 1
Colin Biles 5 5 1
Simon Groves 5 5 1
Nigel Jones 5 5 1
Stephen Kingstone 5 5 1
Stuart Roach 5 5 1
Bill Rosten 5 5 1
Mal Allen 5 5 1
Stuart Highwood 5 5 1
David Miller 5 5 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith 5 5 1
Giles Greenslade 3 1 4 2
Vic Lockley 3 1 4 2
James Smith 3 1 4 2
Tris W hite 3 1 4 2
Paul Bartleman 3 3 1
Nick Cleal 3 3 1
Mark Smith 3 3 1
Duncan W elch 3 3 1
Rob W ells 3 3 1
John W hite 3 3 1
John Ludford 3 3 1
Sticker Martin 3 3 1
Caroline Ugalde 3 3 1

Wheelspin Table June 2011
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Nick Farmer 5.0 5.0 10.9 R 10.3 10.6 11.0 5.0 10.9 68.7 8
Bill Bennett 10.2 10.4 10.2 10.4 10.2 5.0 10.5 66.9 7
John Bell 9.2 9.2 9.4 9.2 9.4 9.2 8.5 64.1 7
James Shallcross 5.0 10.4 10.4 8.4 10.2 9.6 9.4 63.4 7
David Haizelden 5.0 8.4 8.4 9.4 10.5 10.6 5.0 R 57.3 7
Dudley Sterry 3.0 8.0 8.9 6.0 8.6 6.0 5.0 9.7 55.2 8
Dean Partington 7.0 10.0 9.3 7.6 10.0 9.9 53.8 6
Dick Bolt 5.0 9.8 10.0 9.8 10.5 5.0 50.1 6
Michael Chatwin 10.0 9.0 9.6 9.0 8.9 46.5 5
Nick Cleal 3.0 9.4 9.4 10.4 9.5 41.7 5
Keith Sanders 10.3 10.5 10.4 R 10.4 41.6 4
Mal Allen 7.0 10.0 8.0 8.0 5.0 38.0 5
Simon Groves 7.8 11.0 8.8 7.5 35.1 4
Charles Knifton 1.0 7.4 9.2 6.6 10.4 34.6 5
John White 3.0 9.4 9.2 10.4 32.0 4
Vic Lockley 3.0 10.2 8.3 9.3 1.0 31.8 5
Arnie Martin 5.0 10.8 10.8 5.0 31.6 4
Nigel Jones 5.0 7.4 10.1 8.5 31.0 4
Michael Leete 1.0 7.4 10.2 3.0 8.4 30.0 5
Andrew Rippon 5.0 9.3 R 9.0 R 5.0 28.3 4
Peter Jones 8.5 9.4 9.3 1.0 28.2 4
Duncan Stephens 5.0 9.0 11.0 3.0 28.0 4
Peter Hart 11.0 10.0 5.0 26.0 3
Murray Montgomery-Smith 8.0 R 6.0 7.0 5.0 26.0 4
Colin Perryman 7.7 9.3 7.4 24.4 3
Julian Lack 1.0 4.0 10.6 8.7 24.3 4
Tim Foster 6.0 8.3 R 7.9 22.2 3
Tris White 11.0 10.0 1.0 22.0 3
Nigel Moss 11.0 6.6 3.0 20.6 3
Bill Rosten 5.0 6.7 8.3 20.0 3
David Golightly 10.2 9.5 19.7 2
Jonathan Toulmin 9.4 9.5 18.9 2
Paul Bartleman 3.0 5.8 9.5 18.3 3
Simon Woodall 1.0 9.0 0.0 2.0 5.9 17.9 4
Russell Clarke 3.0 4.0 5.6 5.0 17.6 4
Richard Houlgate 3.0 2.0 9.0 3.0 17.0 4
Brian Alexander 9.3 7.5 16.8 2
Michael Pocock 9.2 7.4 16.6 2
Michael Warnes 5.0 8.4 3.0 16.4 3
James Smith 3.0 10.2 2.0 1.0 16.2 4
Brian Partridge 3.0 8.0 5.0 16.0 3
John Wilton 7.4 8.4 15.8 2
Luke Blaber 7.5 7.6 15.1 2
Derek Tyler 10.0 5.0 15.0 2
Terry Ball 5.0 8.4 13.4 2
Giles Greenslade 3.0 10.3 13.3 2
Rob Wells 3.0 9.2 R 12.2 2
Mike Workman 8.0 4.0 12.0 2
John Ludford 5.0 0.0 4.0 3.0 12.0 3
Tony Branson 6.0 5.7 11.7 2
Stuart Highwood R 0.0 6.0 5.0 11.0 2
Kevin Barnes 10.7 10.7 1
Brian Andrew 10.5 10.5 1
Gary Browning 10.3 10.3 1
Roger Ugalde 10.3 10.3 1
Ian Moss 10.2 10.2 1
Nick Cross 10.1 10.1 1
Barry Clarke 5.0 5.0 10.0 2
Eric Wall 5.0 5.0 10.0 2

Crackington Table June 2011
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
11th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
1st October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
8th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC invite 
8th October Welsh VSCC * 
16th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
23rd October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
30th October Tarka North Devon MC Championship (M) 
5th November Lakeland VSCC * 
13th November Hardy Woolbridge ACTC invite 
27th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
27th November Neil Wescott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
4th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 
    
6th January Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
22nd January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
29th January Exmoor North Devon MC Championship (C/M) 
5th February Cotswold Clouds Stroud Championship (C) 
5th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
12th February Launceston L&NCMC * 
18th February Northern Fell Side Championship (C/M) 

26th February Chairman’s Holsworthy Championship (M) 
3rd March Derbyshire VSCC * 
4th March March Hare Falcon ACTC invite 
4th March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
11th March Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 
17th March Herefordshire VSCC * 
25th March Torbay Torbay MC Championship (C/M) 
6th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
7th April Scottish VSCC * 
9th April Presidents Camel Vale * 
14th April Kimber MGCC * 
15th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
29th April Bovey Down Windwhistle ACTC invite 
13th May Ilkley Ilkley MC Championship (C/M) 

18th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC * 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 
 


