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EDITORIAL 
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As you will read elsewhere in this magazine our plans for the 2010 Allen Trial were 
changed and instead of a nice lie-in I got up early and went down to Doynton to take 
photographs for Restart. There were very friendly staff at the Cross House Inn, 
particularly the young barman. He didn’t know much about the trial, but was very 
interested in finding out. He seemed particularly amused by my description of 
‘bouncing’! Jonathan and Richard set off in the Marlin and I had a little more time sitting 
by the log burning stove. 
 
I was a little late at Ubley Woods, due to Jonathan’s insistence on navigating me from 
old OS maps. They work well in the Scottish Highlands, but the changes in more urban 
areas can get you lost. (PS J has a full set of various 1” OS maps, which are very 
interesting).  So I missed the first few cars. We chose Ubley Woods to photograph, as it 
was a sensible distance from the start and not in the woods….. despite the name. One 
of the problems with taking pictures on classic trials is the lack of light. 
 
I headed for Ubley Woods 2 and it was good to see one of our sprinting colleagues 
manning the restart. Simon Clemow has been sharing a Radical (sports racing car) with 
his father Martin in the British Sprint Championship. They are joining the single seater 
class in 2011, so I teased Simon by saying that Jonathan was planning to make his 
Force go even faster. The cross over from trials to speed events and vice versa still 
continues today. It is always good to see Mal Allen officiating on the start line of a sprint, 
especially as J always qualifies for the run-off when Mal is there. In fact Jonathan has 
several times threatened to take Mal to all sprint rounds to ensure success! 
 
Ubley Woods 2 is a good section to photograph, with wonderful views as a backdrop 
and at least three good angles to take from and these are only feet apart. Class 8 had a 
restart just before the first hump and no one made it, although there were some good 
attempts. The other classes mostly got up the second hump and then cleared the hill, 
but with very differing techniques. Some went steadily, but quite a few went fast and 
took off on the first hump. It was a little scary when I was photographing head on and 
someone took it fast. I use the viewfinder on my digital camera and by the time I had 
taken the photograph and looked back at the track the car was past me. I could have 
been ‘taken out’ if they had gone off the track… and I wasn’t signed on as a 
photographer… silly me. Digital cameras are very good, but the shutter delay meant that 
I missed some good air displays, including Hans, although I think you can see he was 
on a bit of a roller coaster (see page 25) 
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Back in 1984, ACTC launched its new 
championship, and a quite impressive 95 
drivers signed up. Since then many 
drivers have come and gone, and in some 

cases come back again but just two have 
stuck with the sport throughout the 
intervening 26 years, signing up every 
year. The first of these two is Dudley 
Sterry, whose name has appeared on the 
trophy list on many occasions; in fact it is 
a shorter count to note those years when 
he did not receive any reward for his 
efforts – just 6 of them. But in all this time 
the top prize has eluded him, until now 
when Dudley becomes a very deserved 
Wheelspin Champion.  
 
The second of those two original stalwarts 
is me, and I’ve never won anything until 
this year. So two drivers who have waited 
twenty-six years find that like buses, both 
come along at the same time. I therefore 
declare 2010 to have been the year of the 
oldie!.  

Whilst we are on the statistics, you might 
note, that both Dudley and I have had the 
same car throughout – I did dabble with 
the Baja for a year, and used it for MCC 
events but the Buggy has always been my 
primary weapon of choice. 2010 will 
probably also go down in history as the 
year when both Crackington and 
Wheelspin winners were both using the 
same make and model of car, not that 
you’d think so if you put the two of them 
side by side. 

As far as the rest of the trials year is 
concerned, the spring season saw three 
new clerks of course – Adrian Tucker-
Peake took over the Clee Hills, Fred Mills 
took over the Northern and Derek Tyler 
the Kyrle. It is good for the sport to see 
these new organisers in place, as I believe 
that the most serious threat to our sport is 
not the loss of venues, but the reluctance 
of those that enjoy competing to take on 
organising roles. I just hope this new 
blood has the stamina to keep doing the 
job for a few years. The organising team 
for the Camel does not fit into this 

The two championship winning MG J2s 
of 2010. 

(Photo by Chris Phillips) 
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category, quite the opposite having been 
“at it” through thick and thin for 20+ years.  
 
This year was definitely a “thick” year for 
them, being on the front line of the sport’s 
latest threat “Phytophthora Ramorum” or 
“sudden oak death”. Forest Enterprise 
seems happy to let us into the forest, but 
only one forest per event. This strikes me 
as a little odd, as we might be poisoning 
the tree stock as we move around from 
area to area. Hopefully their logic is that 
as they would be completely unable to 
stop the ramblers from spread the disease 
in their travels, there is no reason to stop 
us doing so. I have to say that the cynic 
somewhere inside of me feels that the 
sooner this fungus has spread country 
wide, the sooner we can get back to 
normal. But in truth I really hope that they 
can control this disease without the 
widespread destruction that we saw with 
Dutch Elm Disease. 
 
We are fortunate that the pre-Christmas 
snowy weather did not upset any of our 
scheduled events. The Allen was the only 
event that actually saw snow, but 
fortunately the roads were clear and the 
white stuff just added to the fun at Ubley 
Wood. A week later I was determined that 
I was not going to miss the Camel after all 
their problems that I’ve mentioned above, 
but it took my neighbour and I four and a 
half hours to dig ourselves a way out on 
the Saturday morning. It was almost 
depressing to see the clear roads and 
green fields as we drove south after all 
that effort just to get the first 200 yards. 
The continuing freeze meant that neither 
the Allen nor the Camel mud was washed 
off the car until New Years Eve. 
 
The MSA, in their infinite wisdom, has 
supplied every registered club with a Spill 
Kit. This should be a warning to us that 
the introduction of rules regarding the 
need to carry such an item is not going to 
go away. Hopefully we will be able to get 
the legislation written in such a way that it 

becomes a simple box ticking exercise, 
but the issue of something fancy by our 
rulers suggests that it may not be so 
simple. At one point the authority was 
going to insist on a kit at every section or 
group of sections, it would be nice to think 
that all the clubs could pool together their 
nice MSA issue items to resolve this 
problem. Alas the logistics of this suggests 
that nice though the idea is, it is not going 
to happen.  
 
The Allen had a MSA first this year when 
a formal noise test was run and the results 
submitted to the MSA. I have to say that 
although a couple of cars seemed to be a 
little on the loud side, the MSA Noise test 
official was generally impressed by the 
competitors and reported a clean bill of 
health to Motorsports House. None the 
less there are improvements to be made, 
but the initial thought is that there is a 
problem with running the test with so few 
cars having an accurate method of 
measuring RPM. It was suspected in this 
instance that many of those who appeared 
to be loud were in fact over revving their 
engines.  
 
Of course the corollary of this is that there 
were probably also those who under 
revv’ed and “got away with it”. We will 
continue to monitor this, and I will finish on 
a note of congratulations to our series 
scrutineer, John Blakeley, who has now 
formally qualified as an MSA 
Environmental Scrutineer. (That’s a noise 
tester to you and me) 
 
 
PS by the editor: 
 
I agree with Simon that 2010 was the year 
of the ‘oldie’ in certain forms of British 
motorsport. You may know that Restart 
Assistant Editor Jonathan Toulmin 
competes with a single seater racing car
(for 2010 a 1500cc Force) in the British 
Sprint Championship and in 2010 was 5th 
overall at the age of 64. 
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Congratulations to all the award 
winners for the 2010 season. I am sure 
you will find all the details somewhere 
in this ‘Restart’. In my opinion it was 
particularly pleasing to see that two of 
the senior figures of Classic Trialing in 
pre-war cars have taken both the 
Wheelspin and Crackington trophies. 
Well done Dudley and Bill. 
 
Since I wrote about my run on the 
Edinburgh Trial in my last ‘Spin’ I have 
had the opportunity to read the opinions of 
other entrants. It would seem that quite a 
few made mention of the delays. 
 
Where I live in Ross-on-Wye we have 
been very lucky so far with the winter 
weather, very low temperatures but no 
snow. That all changed yesterday (20th 
December) when we had a dump of snow. 
It measured no more than five inches in 
‘old money’ but has now effectively 
gridlocked the town.  
 
I am tempted to get my Troll out but I am 
always concerned about an out of control 
idiot running into me. On the subject of 
winter motoring I had a pair of these 
‘winter tyres’ fitted to the front of my daily 
driver Ford Focus. I would never have 
believed how they just transformed the 
traction, steering and braking of the car. 
Quite phenomenal and I would 
recommend them to all. 
 
Continuing on the weather topic I hope it 
warms up a little for the Exeter, I don’t 
mind snow and ice but it’s the very low 
temperatures I am not so keen on. Let’s 
all hope that the weather gives us a break 
and the Exeter can run this year. 
 
I went with a group from Ross to marshal 
on the VSCC Cotswold Trial. We ran the 
last hill of the trial, which was actually on 
the Prescott hill climb land. In fact our hill 
finished just where the hill climb course 
finishes. We manned the top of the hill 
and were not too stressed as the slippery 

restart half way up the hill caused most 
problems. All we had to do was to mark 
the competitor’s cards and have a 
pleasant chat. There were 110 entrants, 
not bad for a closed to club event. A 
question I have asked of many without 
receiving an answer. Why do VSCC trials 
subdivide sections into 24 and why are 
they marked in reverse to our trials, that is 
you score 24 if you ‘clean’ a section? Any 
answers? 
 
I have also been out on the Allen Trial 
where we marshaled the special test at 
Ubley Woods, the big ‘hump’ test. We 
arrived to find the ground frozen hard and 
with a light covering of snow. Magnificent 
views towards Bristol but luckily not a 
breath of wind to make it even colder than 
it was. I noted that each time I put down 
my coffee mug the dregs just froze solid. 
It’s surprising that many drivers or 
passengers do not read the test 
instructions and then do an incorrect test.  
 
One regular was most vociferous that he 
had done the test correctly and we all 
needed glasses. We just ignored all the 
words and marked him down as a fail. As 
the trial went on the test just became more 
slippery and ice covered, early numbers 
certainly benefited from better conditions. 
We were going on to watch another 
section in the afternoon but as it was so 
cold we just headed for a pub with a real 
open fire to warm up. 
 
 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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The very glossy MSA Company Report 
arrived in the post today; it must be very 
costly to produce. An interesting snippet 
was on the number of trials organised 
each year, which has seen a steady rise 
from 189 in 2002 to 242 in 2009. Not sure 
quite what it means other than there are 
more trials being run. 
 
In early November I spent almost three 
weeks in Japan visiting friends and family. 
The weather was beautiful, blue sky and 
sunshine during the day. No signs of any 
trials activity in Tokyo, just lots of very ugly 
small cars that are never exported. It’s the 
train system that is the real wonder, just 
so many lines running into and through 
Tokyo, in fact over 100 lines within Tokyo 
and they all run exactly to time. I made a 
trip to Osaka on the famous ‘bullet train’ 
running at well over 200 kph and arriving 
at the exact minute.  
 
As a Morgan owner I have been following 
with interest the news about the new 

Morgan 3 Wheeler that will be launched 
officially at the Geneva Motor Show. I 
wonder how long it will be before 
someone enters one on a MCC or ACTC 
trial? Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the factory 
did what they originally did and entered a 
‘works’ car on the MCC trials to develop 
the car and get publicity? As I understand 
things, it will have a 205x15 back wheel so 
should not be short of good tyres or grip. 
On 20-inch front wheels it should have 
some ground clearance and with 110 bhp 
from the V twin engine, which will not be a 
Harley Davidson as originally announced, 
should have plenty of ‘grunt’. Let’s wait 
and hope to see one trialing soon.  
 
It just remains for me to wish you all a 
very happy and successful New Year. 
  
 

Stuart Harrold 

Happy New Year, dear Readers and 
especially to the dear Authors of reports 
and articles for this magazine! 
 

I say a really heart-felt thank you to all 
who have “put pen to paper” (or finger to 
key board). It is obvious, but without these 
esteemed contributors, there simply would 
be no magazine for each of us to enjoy, 
nor for the historians to pour over in years 
to come. So well done, and thank you to 
our authors. 
 

It falls to me, usually on a Wednesday, 
Thursday or Friday evening to try to 
persuade competitors to write a report for 
Restart.  I get a variety of responses, from 
a simply “no thanks”, or too busy, to a 
grudging, “well Ok, but why me?”, or “I 
have done one before, can’t you find 
someone else?”.  Happily there are others 
who are very pleased to be asked, and 
are delighted to write a report . Several 
ask why they have been chosen.  Mostly, 
it is a case of finding anyone who will do 

it!! For some competitors, I do not have a 
telephone number, for others the one I 
have is either wrong, or not answered. 
 
Others have written very recently. I try to 
spread the reporters through the classes, 
so the readers hopefully get a view from 
the those who don’t have restarts to do 
and perhaps with no tyre pressure 
restrictions, being ballast with a class 7 or 
8 view, and always trying to include the 
bikers when the event includes them. 
 
If you have never been asked, it is just 
your good or bad luck! If you would like to 
write for this magazine, don’t be afraid to 
ask—just e-mail me on jonathan@toulmin.
info; please include your surname and 
what you drive or ride; or telephone me on 
01789 731332. 
 
I wish you a safe and enjoyable 2011 
season, and again thanks to the authors! 
 

                                  Jonathan Toulmin 
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Ebworth Trial 2010 
by Colin Perryman 

 

A fter five years of marshalling on 
the Ebworth I thought it was time 
to have another go in the Skoda. 
I had competed for several years 

and had the f rustrat ion and 
disappointment of not finishing, due to 
driveshaft and gearbox problems, when in 
a good points position. I decided this was 
the chance for the Skoda to come out 
again. This would be its first run to test the 
engine, gearbox, driveshafts etc. I was 
rushed to get it ready for the weekend, 
and then I found it had an electrical 
problem. I managed to get that sorted by 
Wednesday night and left it on the trailer 
ready to go. 
 
I arrived at Ebworth Forest to unload and 
found I had no electrics at all; luckily that 
was just a loose battery lead. I unloaded 
the car and suddenly the dashboard lit up, 
no rev counter, no temperature gauge 
nothing, I had a look at the wires but 
couldn’t work out what was wrong, so I 
thought I would speak to Terry Coventry 
for some advice but unfortunately he 
wasn’t there. It would start OK but I didn’t 
know if the battery was charging but 
decided to see how far I could get any 
way. I hadn’t put the wheel carrier on the 
back so I was able to easily get access to 
the engine to check if it was getting too 
hot.  
 
On the way to scrutineering I could see it 
was going to be a wet muddy day, no 
doubt there would be some high scores. 
We were told at the drivers meeting that it 
was very slippery in places and to drive 
with care. The trial began with the classes 
splitting and starting at different hills. I 
started on hill one, Butlers Grove, I started 
but didn’t get very far, a 7. It was soon 
apparent I should have put some weight in 
the car, but this was its practice run to 
check out its mechanics. On to number 2, 
Carrols, this was a curve up round the 

trees, down round some more and then up 
a steeper bit. I didn’t get to curve up round 
the trees, a 6. A quick chat to Jimmy Scott 
and Dave, who were marshalling here and 
then on to the next section, Beechwood. A 
quick chat to Jonathan Toulmin then into 
gear and away, unfortunately it was the 
wrong gear and the engine stalled, just 
managed to reach Colin Biles at the 11 
marker. Don’t know if his friend Dick was 
there to help. I never reached him. I 
moved on to the special tests. The first 
time wasn’t bad considering I collected a 
large log under the car whilst reversing. 
 
I carried on still not knowing if the battery 
would hold out and having to check the 
engine wasn’t getting too hot. At Fostens 
Bank it was over the bumps, miss the tree 
and up the bank, I managed to get over 
the bumps but who put that tree there, 
scored 11. I definitely should have put 
some weight in the car and if I finished it 
was going to be with a record score. 
 
I continued on with round 1 in much the 
same way, my best score was a 5, until I 
got to the last section where I managed a 
clear. At last. 
 
The engine didn’t seem to be to hot and 
the battery was holding out so I continued 
on. The scores didn’t improve for the 
second round in fact they were worse. The 
car kept going until I got to Cotswold 
Avenue where trying to reverse out the car 
slipped into a tree and with marshals 
pushing managed to get back down the 
section but the engine had become too 
hot and I decided to retire from the trial 
before it became to damaged.  
 
One day I will finish this trial. At  least 
there were no broken driveshafts or 
gearbox. If I was playing for the England 
cricket team they would have been glad of 
my score, although I did get marked a 12 
for the last section in round 2 and I hadn’t 
attempted it as I had already retired.  
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With this trial the only thing you know 
about the hills beforehand is that some will 
be muddy, some will be twisty, some will 
be steep, and many will be all three and 
don’t forget the odd tree. Many thanks to 
all the marshals as this year must have 
been more like a gym workout in thick 
mud than usual. 

 
This is a trial I have always enjoyed either 
competing in or marshalling on and will 
miss it next year but hope it is back the 
year after. 

Exmoor Clouds Trial 2010  
by Peter Jones Suzuki X90  

 

I  woke to a glorious sunny Sunday 
morning left home approximately 8am 
along with navigator Robert Stone. The 
short drive to Minehead was along the 

twisty back roads trying to avoid suicidal 
pheasants. We arrived last, but we were 
the last car to leave. Had a friendly 
scrutineering by John and June Blakeley 
and signed on. Two other Suzuki X90s 
competing today were Brian Alexander 
and Paul Brooks - this could turn out to be 
very interesting comparing results. The 
time soon arrives to leave, we left at the 
drop of a flag and set off to the first 
section at Hindon.  
 
Section 1. We arrived at the end of a long 
queue, wandered up to the start to have a 
look. A steep grassy slope with a restart 
for all. as we got closer we watched a few 
of class 5. The 2 other Suzuki X90s got to 
the restart but only made a few feet further 
only to return to the bottom. But the MG 
Midget of Steve Kingstone has to be 
congratulated on being the only class 5 to 
go clear. As for my efforts we pulled away 
from the restart to score a 4. After a 
struggle to tum around we escaped up the 
failure route. There was a short road 
section to the next 3 sections.  
 
Section 2 Rollies. To get to this section we 
drove across a grass field and down a 
steep angular track through ferns.  
 
The start was sideways on the slope. The 
idea was to drive the short distance 

across the slope then turn 90' up the 
slope. The ground was very greasy most 
people scored quite high, mine was 11. 
Off across the field and into the woods for 
section 3.  
 
Section 3 Middlecombe This was a short 
section but the ground was very rough 
with many washed out holes, for this 
section we pumped up the tyres we set off 
at full blast and soon arrived at the end, 
with hindsight maybe a bit too fast as it felt 
like we spent more time airborne than on 
the ground, but good fun.  
 
Section 4 Lenas Looking forward to this 
section as last year we had a clear. We 
started at the bottom of a very steep loose 
track a quick blast up the track turn right 
between 2 narrow trees turn left across 
the main track then across a lot of slippery 
tree roots where upon we got stuck and 
scored a 2. Haven't seen the other Suzuki 
X90s, but they both had a clear on this 
section. At this point they are both slightly 
ahead of me on points.  
 
Section 5 Vinegar We arrived at this 
section with no queue in front. This was a 
steep rough section up through trees and 
down again, here all of class 5 with the 
exception of Steve Kingstone had clears I 
believe he had ground clearance 
problems. The next section was just past 
Timberscombe to join a long queue  
 
Section 6 Ewarts Pickle (who thinks of 
these names?) Waiting our turn other 
drivers returned and some commenting 
this was a rough section, so we pumped 
up the tyres hoping a bit less grip could 
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equal less damage, our turn soon arrived. 
We set off up a very rough hard track, 
then the track got quite smooth through 
some trees then I saw the catch in front. 
There were two large trees on a bank with 
a narrow gap and large roots between 
them - looked like a post and rails fence. I 
eased the front wheels over the roots and 
stopped, navigator Robert Stone looking 
quite concerned he heard a large bang, 
thought we had lost the steering, we 
reversed out and everything still intact 
onwards to section 7. 
  
Section 7 Pin Quarry. At Pin Quarry we 
caught up with the X90s of Brian 
Alexander and Paul Brooks. The section 
was up a very rutted (by cattle) steep 
grass bank. We watched Paul Brooks go 
clear then Brian Alexander veered too far 
right and got stuck at 8. Armed with this 
information we followed the same route as 
Paul Brooks and went clear. Onto Special 
Test 1, which was at the same site. This 
was a start on Line A , up a track, round a 
bollard and return stopping astride line A -
very good fun.  
 
Now for a long road section to travel a 
short distance to section 8. 
 
Section 8 Ski Slope The name gives a 
clue but we go up the slope. The slope is 
very steep with deep ruts to guide you up, 
got on quite well until the rear axle 
grounded at the 8 cane leading to a very 
interesting reverse back down. Off 
towards Northmoor a short distance, but a 
very long road section.  
 
Section 9 Northmoor We drive down into a 
large dark pine forest (not a place I would 
like to be at the dead of night) We joined a 
small queue and the section appears to be 
a angular drive between the trees back to 
the top. We watched Steve Kingstone, 
Paul Brooks and Brian Alexander all get 
stuck at the 5th cane (not looking good). 
The next car in front was the BMW of Paul 
Britt, who was not having a good day but 
he seemed quite happy he got stuck at the 

9th cane. A Nissan 4 x 4 attempted to tow 
him out but also got stuck, Eventually he 
returned to the start, the 4 x 4 also got 
very stuck trying to go out through the 
section. We thought the mess he was 
creating would cause us serious 
problems, but he may have improved it for 
us as we drive the section with no 
problems. Things were looking good in the 
Suzuki battle.  
 
Section 10 Tarr Cott We joined long 
queue and the section was a long uphill 
twisty smooth track—lovely.  
 
Section 11 Church Town.  A strange 
section, with a slight uphill start and a  
smooth surface, but very slippery. It was 
up a short track, keeping left with a sharp 
right turn up a steep slope. Most cars 
come to a halt a 6 & 7, but a few clever 
drivers managed to go clear.  
 
Maddocks Special Test 2. Starting on Line 
A up to Line B stop pull away and stop 
astride Line c. Both my fellow Suzuki 
drivers were far faster on both Special 
Tests - I must try harder.  
 
Section 12 Approach these sections 
across a field, which was acting as a 
machinery grave yard. The section had 
been laid out through a forest of gorse 
bushes, by the time I arrived all the gorse 
was flat, so a easy drive to go clear.  
 
Section 13 The last section with a restart 
for all classes. As we watched a couple of 
cars I thought I could see the place to stop 
at the restart. I was wrong and we failed at 
the restart. We then drove back to 
Minehead and signed off.  
 
I believe we won the battle of the Suzuki's 
on this trial. We came 3rd in class 5 
behind the super stars of class 5 Adrian 
Dommett 1st and Keith Sanders 2nd. 
Minehead Motor Club should be 
congratulated on a well organised day’s 
sport  
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Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 

Air bottle repairs & refills 
Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 

Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 
 

If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 

 
4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 

Junction 10, M5 
Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

 

A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN    ULTRABURN UNIT  NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 
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The 64th Tamar Classic 
Reliability Trial  

by Nick Cleal and co-driver 
Marc Peadon  

 

A  lot of hard work went on by my 
fellow competitors in class 1 
before we managed to start the 
trial.  David Haizelden put in a 

rebuilt engine in his VW Golf, after having 
big end problems the week before.  James 
Shallcross was at home with his gear box 
out after blowing the differential up the 
week before. They both managed to make 
the start of the trial.  Unfortunately David 
had to retire at the foot of Angel Steps 
with a seized fuel pump. David is not 
having the best of starts this season as his 
car is being very troublesome to him, but 
I’m sure he will return to his winning ways, 
as the true class champion that he is.  
James once again won his class and he is 
definitely the man to beat at the moment.  
 
SECTION ONE Most of the competitors 
cleared Crackington but a few were 
caught out on the restart. 
 
SECTION TWO All of the class 1 drivers 
failed the restart at New Langleys and this 
also caught out a lot of the other drivers. 
Bill and Liz Bennett put a slight dent in the 
chassis leg of their immaculate MGJ2, but 
still managed to keep going. 
 
SECTION THREE Most of the drivers 
found Trevilla fairly straightforward. 
 
SPECIAL TEST - KNIGHTON 
The drivers finished this in 11 to 12 
seconds.  James beat me by 0.4 seconds, 
and David took a lot longer - not his usual 
speedy self! 
 
On the way to Section 5, Dick Bolt had a 
high speed blow out.  He managed to 
control the car and change the wheel in a 
layby. 
 

SECTION FIVE Barrett’s Mill gave the 
drivers no problems at all. 
 
SECTION SIX  Mine View caught David 
Haizelden out at the start. We heard the 
Escort engine of Francis Thomas flat out 
for about 45 minutes 
 
SECTION SEVEN Chillaton was a long 
rocky climb, tight left and right, but most of 
the drivers managed this without any 
problems. 
 
SECTION EIGHT It was a beautiful 
autumn day as we were waiting at the 
start of Angel Steps, and all we could hear 
were engines revving as they were all 
trying to get off the restart.  This is where 
James started to pull away from me on 
points and David had to retire. 
 
SECTION NINE Croy Hill was quite hard 
and rough. It gave me a few buckled 
wheel rims. 
 
SECTION TEN Eastcott Down, I messed 
up on this one - went round a corner and 
stayed there spinning while James just 
drove straight up. 
 
SECTION ELEVEN East Down - James 
failed the start and dropped 12 points 
which put me back in the lead in class 1.   
 
SPECIAL TEST  I managed to hand brake 
round the corner and beat James by half a 
second.   
 
SECTION THIRTEEN And then came the 
decider between myself and James - Park 
Impossible.  This is where I knew I was 
going to lose the trial as I was beaten here 
last year.  I let all the air out of my tyres 
and spun up to the 10 marker.  James 
came next and his tyres were so flat he 
must have used a vacuum pump!  He 
deserved to win the class as he shot up 
the section to number 3, with superb 
driving. 
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Newell’s Tarka 
by Brian Alexander 

 

L eslie Newell and Kevin Speed 
convincingly won the North Devon 
Motor Clubs Tarka Trial on the last 
day of October. 

 
Dropping only 11 points, in their Peugeot 
205-powered VW Buggy, they were 10 
points clear of the Shoplands of Minehead 
stalwarts Charlie Shropland 21)and Bryn 
Corfield (24) in class 8, their nearest 
challenger being Dick Bolt in class 3 in the 
Duratec Escort on 16.  
 
Steve Knight always has a highly 
individual and laid back approach to 
organising his trials, the route instructions 
being nothing like that found in any regular 
ACTC round, giving the navigators plenty 
of job satisfaction!  
 
The start was at Cedars Lodge, 
Barnstaple, just drying out after the 
overnight rain, which provided plenty of 
challenges, but it remained pleasantly dry 
all day for the marshals.  
 
Section 1, Kingscott, a narrow and very 
rocky stone track featured a restart which 
caught out Graham Matthews in the class 
6 Beetle , Alan Black’s VW Fugitive (Ex 
Tim Whellock?) and late entry Simon 
Caple in class 7. 
 
The first Special test on North Devon’s 
Sugworthy field was an open high speed 
slalem, between not too easy to spot 
markers on slippery grass, great fun! FTD 
here was by the Peugeot 205 of 
Windwhistle’s Nick Cleal in 50.62 
seconds, from James Shallcross, the two 
Pugs ahead of David Haizelden’s Golf, 
front wheel drive cars dominating. These 3 
fought a very tight battle all day in class 1 
 
Foxy Copse, a sinuous climb through 
dense trees featured a nasty restart on a 
narrow ridge, which grounded out all but 

the 3 front wheel drive cars and Leslie 
Newell’s ingenious Special. 
 
Spittle, normally quite a challenge, starts 
with a very steep drop into a river followed 
by a long climb up a slippery track 
including a restart. However this only 
stopped the Simon Groves’ Escort 
(puncture?) and Simon Riddle in the ex 
Ray Goodright Arkley, who was very soon 
to retire. 
 
Oakwell, was a steep slippery climb 
through woods which caught out a few at 
the bottom. We almost made it in the 
Suzuki but lost traction at the 3 marker. 
 
After a brief lunch stop at South Molton it 
was on to Holdridge, the first really serious 
challenge of the day. Here after dipping 
into a boggy hollow you have to turn right 
up a slimy clay track between menacing 
trees. With negligible grip available only 
six cars (the 4 Escorts, Dave Haizelden 
and Andrew Rippon’s class 7 VW Baja) 
actually reached the restart and none got 
any further. 
 
This was followed immediately by special 
test 2, a short climb up a track with a stop 
over and roll back behind, a line half way 
up. Charlie Shopland was fastest here in 
13.44, from Dick Bolt (14.48) and Leslie 
Newell (15.41) Hans Viertel forgot to stop 
at the finish line and Bryn Corfield also 
invoked a maximum. 
 
Now on to the infamous High Bray, 
unusually with a restart for all. Dick Bolt 
and Simon Groves’ Escorts and Leslie 
Newell managed clears here. James 
Shallcross struggled to the 3 mark, Paul 
Bartleman (second time out for his shiny 
new white Escort) Nick Cleal, Dave 
Haizelden and Andrew Rippon all 
managed 4s, the rest of the entry on 5 and 
6. 
 
After this my navigator Mike Dalby found 
the route card somewhat confusing, as did 
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Note for diaries: 
 

ACTC Dinner and 
Awards for 2010  

will be held on  
Saturday 18th 

June 2011  
at  

Padbrook Park, 
Cullompton 

 goosefoot barn cottages 
 

Goosefoot Barn is nestled in a secluded valley in 
the beautiful South Shropshire countryside. 
 
Four well appointed self catering cottages available for 
hire. Games Room and Laundry.  
 
6.5 miles from the start of the Clee Hills Trial 
 
Contact sally@goosefoot.freeserve.co.uk 
 
Pinstones 
Diddlebury 
Craven Arms 
SY7 9LB 
 
01584 861326 
 
www. goosefootbarn.co.uk 

ACTC 
2010 
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Hans Viertel, but we both eventually found 
way to Stoke Rivers, where we found the 
next two sections.  
 
Lewis Bank was through a river and a 
straight blast up a slippery grass (at first!) 
slope. No-one could clean this one, Bryn 
Corfield in the Shopland and James 
Shallcross’s Peugeot achieved 3s, Leslie 
Newell, Andrew Rippon Dave Haizelden, 
Nick Cleal and Paul Bartleman all claimed 
a 4. Most however slid off down the bank 
to the left at different points. This section 
was notable for me as it was the only one 
where I actually beat Hans Viertel in the 
sole class 4 Beetle!  
 
Beccott, immediately afterwards was a 
straight climb up a gullied track featuring a 
restart, which however stopped no-one 
except the pretty Liege of Simon Caple. 
The last section, Hurscott was also in a 
more benevolent mood than in recent 
times and defeated only late entry David 
Parr in class 7 on the restart. 
 
Steve Knight commendably produced the 
results very soon after the last cars 

finished at Cedars Lodge. Original to the 
last, Steve presented award winners and 
all finishers with horse show style rosettes 
to pin up in their garages!  
 
An enjoyably different trial. I personally 
think that the choice of starting order, with 
the less competitive classes running at the 
front and class 7 & 8 bringing up the rear 
worked well, especially from the marshals 
point of view, compacting the field and 
avoiding late running stragglers. I wonder 
why more trials haven’t done this. 
 
Resuts 
 
1st overall Leslie Newell VW Special 11 
Class 1 James Shallcross Peugeot 205gti. 
16 
Class 2 no award. 
Class 3 Dick Bolt Ford Escort 16 
Class 4 Hans Viertel VW Beetle 26 
Class 5 Brian Alexander Suzuki X90 31 
Class 6 Claire Rippon VW Beetle 24 
Class7 Andrew Rippon VW Baja 19 
Class 8 Leslie Newell VW Special 11 
Best Novice Alan Black UVA Fugitive 34 

The 2010 Tarka Trial 
by Tom Beckergleg 

 

T he North Devon Motor Club’s 
Tarka Trial was run on Sunday 
31st of October. There was heavy 
rain on the night before the trial, 

so we knew we were in for a challenging 
and muddy event. The journey from West 
Cornwall was very wet with only the odd 
break between downpours. However by 
the time I unloaded the bike at Barnstaple 
the rain had stopped and the weather 
looked promising 
 
Scrutineering and signing on took place at 
the Cedars Inn, with time for a chat and 
breakfast before setting off on the trial.
After just a few miles we arrived at 
Kingscott, the first section. The surface 

was bedrock and stones ,and 
concentration was needed. The big 
problem for me in this trial was seeing the 
restart position .The restarts were marked 
by wooden stakes on either side of the 
section, and were not easy to see when 
concentrating on the ground. The result 
was failing the restart.  
 
Being in class A for British bikes there 
were some sections I did not have to 
attempt. Section 2 Heaton was one, and 
was reported as difficult by classes B and 
C, with water running down rocky gullies. I 
moved on to the first special test at 
Sugworthy Field. This was a great test in a 
large grass field. You had to pass widely 
spaced cones on alternate sides, and the 
total distance was over 500 yards. The 
grass was very wet and riders had great 
fun drifting around the cones,. 

15 

Next, in the same field was section 4 Foxy 
Copse. This was a track in woods around 
trees. I enjoyed this section but probably 
missed the restart. Section 5, Hillhead,
followed for classes B and C only. I moved 
to section 6 Spittle nearby. Here we went 
through a stream and up a slipprey grass 
track. The mud was deep and I stopped 
before the top. Section 7, Oakwell,
followed after a short journey on the road. 
This was another muddy track in woods 
with more footting before the ends card.  
 
Section 8, Cawsey, was next for solo 
bikes in classes B and C.I did not get 
much feedback from the B and C boys on 
this one. I now rode straight on to the 
lunch stop at the Murco petrol station in 
South Molton. The 20 minute break was 
welcome with a drink and a chat with other 
riders.  
 
After the break we travelled east on the 
B3227 and soon arrived at section 9,
Holdridge. This looked to be a long, 
muddy track in woods. There was a little 
confusion here for riders and marshals as 
to which of two routes classes should 
take. Eventually I was told to follow the B 
and C route and footed. I think British 
bikes should have taken the car route as 
in the rest of the trial.  

 
Next came North Molton, special test, in 
the same woods. This was a stop/start 
test on a good surface. No problems here.
After this I missed out section 11 for B and 
C only, and rode to section 12, Highbray.
Highbray has been used for many years 
and is a great example of a classic trials 
section. The surface is steep and on 
polished rock. I made a good attempt 
here. 
 
A few more miles took us to section 13,
Lewisbank. We rode through a stream and 
up a very steep field, a really enjoyable 
section. Next came section 14, Beccott, a 
long, double rutted track on wet grass. An 
overhanging branch made me foot A short 
ride on the road took us to the last section,
Hurscott. This was another double rutted 
section up a steep lane that provided a 
good challenge.  
 
The last task was to ride down the main 
road to the finish at the Cedars Inn. I 
stayed for a while for a meal and a chat 
with other competitors before the drive 
home. Thanks to Steve Knight and all the 
organisers and marshals for a really good 
trial. 

From Janet (Trophy Corner).  
 
Could all Motorcycle trophy winners from 
2009 please return them to me by the end 
of February.  
 
So I can get them engraved for the 
winners of 2010.  
 
I will be at the Cedars for the Exmoor trial 
in January if that helps as you can hand 
them to me then.  
 
All the best, 
 
Janet 
ACTC Motorcycle Trophy Coordinator 

 
 



16 

CLUB  C
la

ss

 C
le

e 
hi

lls

 E
xm

oo
r

 C
ot

w
ol

d 
C

lo
ud

s
 C

ha
irm

an
's

 T
or

ba
y

 K
yr

le

 T
aw

 &
 T

or
rid

ge

 E
bw

or
th

 E
xm

oo
r C

lo
ud

s

 T
am

ar

 T
ar

ka

 H
ar

dy

 A
lle

n

 C
am

el
 C

la
ss

ic

 T
ot

al

be
st

 e
ig

ht

 P
os

iti
on

David Haizelden Stroud 1 9 9 9 9 [7] 9 [7] 9 [1] [1] [6] 9 [7] 9 101 72 1
Dick Bolt Launceston 3 9 7 [7] 9 [7] 9 9 [7] 9 9 9 91 70 2
Tristan White Camel Vale 8 7 9 9 [4] 9 9 [7] 9 9 9 0 81 70 3
Keith Sannders Torbay 5 9 9 9 7 [6] [7] 9 9 9 8 80 69 4
Bill Bennett MGCC 2 8 8 9 8 9 8 8 [8] 9 [8] 83 67 5
James Shallcross Camel Vale 1 7 7 [5] [6] [6] [6] 9 7 9 9 7 [6] 7 91 62 6
Simon Groves         CCamel Vale 3 6 6 9 7 7 9 5 9 58 58 7
Dudley Sterry MCC 8 6 9 [5] 9 7 7 7 7 6 0 58 58 8
Stephen Glover Holsworthy 6 7 [3] 7 6 9 9 6 5 6 55 55 9
Brian Alexander Holsworthy 5 5 6 [4] 7 9 5 7 8 [5] 7 [5] 54 54 10
Peter Jones M.C.C. 5 7 6 5 5 7 6 6 6 48 48 11
Nick Farmer           MMinehead 8 5 6 [5] 6 6 [5] 6 6 6 7 [5] 63 48 12
Paul Bartleman MCC 3 5 9 5 5 6 6 9 45 45 13
Stephen Kingstone Camel Vale 5 7 6 5 3 4 3 4 5 37 36 14
Giles Greenslade MCC 6 7 7 9 7 30 30 15
Kelly Thomas Camel Vale 3 6 9 7 6 28 28 16
Brian Andrew Holsworthy 6 1 2 1 5 1 1 7 18 18 17
Duncan Stephens Camel Vale 1 5 9 14 14 18
David Robinson Windwhistle 5 3 3 3 19
Jason Byrom North Devon 1 1 1 1 20

NAME

 
After leading the championship 
throughout the season, and finishing with 
seven maximum scores out of eight 
counting rounds, David Haizelden 
retained the ASWMC Classic Trials 
championship for the fifth successive 
year, yet again impressively dominating 
class 1 with the now famous fwd VW Golf 
GTi . 
 
However this was by no means an easy 
victory as late challenges from Dick Bolt 
in the class 3 Duratec Escort, Tristan 
White (alternating between his class 7 
VW powered Imp and the ex Anne 
Templeton class 8 Troll) and Keith 
Sanders with the Reliant SS1, also 
recently Duratec powered, saw all three 
within 3 points of Dave, in fact it was all  

 
so close that we had to resort to a 
recount and consult the tie breaking rules 
before being able to separate them. Dick 
and Tristan proved to have tied for 2nd 
place on 70 points, Dick given the verdict 
by virtue of more points dropped on non 
counting events, with Keith on 69. Also a 
very close challenger was Bill Bennett in 
the venerable MG J2, who achieved an 
unbeaten record in class 2 but was 
prevented from possible victory because 
of insufficient entries in the class.  
 
12 of the 20 championship contenders 
completed 8 or more counting events, 
and the exceptionally tight competition 
makes the 2011 champion quite 
unpredictable.  
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2010 Tamar Trial 
 

by Nigel Cowling 

Tris White 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simon & Debbie Eddy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dudley Sterry & Chris 
Phillips 
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Will Dave still be able to stave off the ever 
improving Peuguot 205s in class 1?. Will 
Dick continue to lead the Escort brigade 
and shrug off the threat of sorted BMWs in 
class 3? Who can challenge Tris White’s 
Imp in class 7 or Keith Sanders Reliant in 
class 5?  
 
With 11 counting events being ACTC 
rounds, and only the best 8 of 16 to count 
(there are two new additions from Camel 
Vale) maybe 2011 will see more ACTC 
contenders (whose clubs are affiliated to 
the ASWMC) bring some new competition 
to the championship.  
 
 
Brian Alexander 
 

2011 REIS ASWMC Classic Reliability 
Trials Calendar. 
 
Jan 23 Midland A.C Clee Hills 
Jan 30 North Devon M C Exmoor 
Feb 6 Stroud M.C Cotswold Clouds 
Feb 27 Holsworthy M C Chairman’s 
Mar 6 Camel Vale M C Camel Heights  
Mar 27 Torbay M C Torbay 
April 10 Ross & Dist Kyrle 
April 25 Camel Vale President’s  
Sep 11 Holsworthy M C Taw & Torridge 
Oct 8 Stroud M C Ebworth 
Oct 16 Minehead M C Exmoor Clouds 
Oct 23 Launceston & NCMC Tamar 
Oct 30 North Devon MC Tarka 
Nov.13 Woolbridge M.C. Hardy 
Nov 27 Bristol M.C Allen 
Dec 4 Camel Vale Camel Classic  

Secret new section for the 2011 Clee Hills Trial 
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Hardy Classic Trial  
by Mike Dalby 

 

W hy do we clamber out of bed 
earlier at the weekend than 
during the week? 
 

I suppose it is because we enjoy 
ourselves doing the things we want to do 
and not what we have to do! 
 
So it was the weekend of the 14th 
November, Remembrance Sunday. It was 
up at 06.30 to be collected in the Suzuki 
X90 at 07.15 to drive the 40 miles to the 
start of the Hardy Classic Trial.  
 
The weather was forecast to be sunny 
with occasional showers. That should be 
OK and just make the hills interesting! It 
turned out not to be. 
 
The start at the Southern Counties 
Shooting Lodge was the usual “Hellos” 
and “How did you finish the last trial?” to 
friends not seen for a few weeks.   
 
The format was slightly different to normal. 
Scrutineer, sign on, and drive to the first 
section at Hogcliff Bottom for the start of 
the trial. 
 
This first hill turned out to be up a grassy 
bank, which was still damp and impossible 
for all but the most experienced 
competitors. How did Paul Brooks in his 
Suzuki X90, like ours, ever manage a 2? 
The second hill was similar and so onto 
the special test. 30 seconds seemed a 
good time. 
 
I wonder what Meerhay will be like? We 
were soon to find out! It was good to see it 
again, as last time had been in high 
summer a few years ago, when walking 
the old Exeter hills. Needless to say 
completely different – leaves and wet! 
However still an interesting and historic 
hill, first used in 1929. 

 
Left at the top and my notes say “Rain”! 
We then went too far to the roundabout 
and had to return to turn for the next hill 
where we observed the 2 minutes silence. 
Success again and on to Knowle Lane, 
another historic hill first used in 1937. 
 
After that it was into Uploders and the field 
where again great difficulties were again 
experienced on the wet grass, again with 
notable exceptions. How does David get 
that Golf to go where it does? 
 
Left into Loscombe Farm and Nick Pits 1 
and 2, again up grassy banks, where the 
first was scary as we were saved from 
falling over by a well placed tree! 
 
Back to the main road and to Portesham 
and on to Upwey again left into the farm 
yard up through the field and into the 
wood. We never made the wood, and only 
a 10 on the wet grass. 
 
Back to Nicks Pits again for the last hill 
and we did better with a 7 and the special 
test, which we had trouble even driving to. 
We managed a respectable 21 seconds 
though. 
 
The rain had stopped and the scenery 
was spectacular as on the trial we were 
“Far from the Madding Crowds “ in rural 
Dorset. 
 
With thanks to the marshals for a 
memorable well organised event. 
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2010 Hardy Trial  
by Dudley Sterry 

 

T he Woolbridge Motor Club Hardy 
Trial was first run in 1960 so this 
year's event was to be on its 50th 
anniversary. Much changed in 

recent years, the route still includes a few 
well-known names such as Meerhay, 
Knowle Lane and Bayard. Presumably to 
make up for the reducing number of 
traditional sections that are available, lots 
of grassy sections have been used and 
this year was no different. Drivers seem to 
either love or hate grass depending on 
how well they can manage the delicate art 
of trickling, though getting an early 
number helps particularly when, as 
happened, it rains half way through the 
event.  
 
Run this year as a non-championship 
event I suspect Woobridge were rather 
disappointed with the entry. Only 25 in the 
ACTC classes but topped up with another 
15 Woolbridge Club entrants in a separate 
class for 4x4s, who were to run at the 
back of the main event with a few different 
sections and the strict instruction not to 
overtake anyone in the main event. 
 
This year I was in the passenger seat, 
with Barry Clarke driving his supercharged 
1928 Austin 7 "Grotty Chummy". The 
Chummy is nominally a four seater, and 
well named, as it must be one of the most 
compact four seaters around. For ACTC 
events in class 2 the front passenger seat 
does not need to be occupied, unlike in 
VSCC events.  So on each section I was 
perched high up in the back seats feeling 
a trifle insecure as Grotty has form when it 
comes to turning over. Incidentally my 
instructions for bouncing with an A7 were 
to rock side to side, not up and down, for 
which the back seat is ideally suited. 
 
The first two sections Hogcliffe 1 and 2 
looked a bit ambitious for anyone, 

complicated marking with steep up and 
down elements and tight turns on rough 
wet grass. Surprisingly there were 6 
cleans on Hog 1, however Hog 2 went 
more as anticipated with no one getting 
better than a 9. The Hogcliffe site also had 
the first timed tests, an awkward affair on 
an adverse with incredibly slippery grass.  
 
Meerhay went without any problems and 
only six dropped any points here. As we 
passed we exchanged greetings with the 
MCC Exeter Trial organising team, who 
were presumably keeping an eye on one 
of their treasured hills whilst also doing a 
spot of marshalling.  
 
The next section Boarsbarrow is used 
differently each year and on this occasion 
took a turn left, through a restart for some 
classes and up onto a narrow ridge with a 
substantial drop on either side. It felt 
dangerous from the back seat. However I 
am pleased to note that on the day 
nobody actually came to grief. 
 
Knowle Lane was for many years an MCC 
Exeter Trial hill; was it dropped because it 
became too rough? It's now quite easy so, 
to make it interesting, the Hardy takes a 
left turn about three quarters of the way 
up, through a gateway and into a steep 
grass field. Barry had Grotty's 
supercharged engine really wound up and 
managed the only clean of any car on that 
hill. We did however end up with a pulled 
tube and had to change the wheel.  
 
This is when it started to rain, not heavy 
but cold and now anything with grass was 
going to be doubly difficult, and the next 
two sections at Uploaders are all grass. 
The FWD cars were earliest on the road 
and may have arrived before the rain. In 
any case they made full use of the 
advantage of being first on the grass, as 
they dropped very few points whilst 
everyone else dropped at least 21 for the 
two sections.  
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Now on to the first of six sections and the 
second timed test at Nicks Pitt, an area of 
steep grass and cut up tracks much used 
by the 4x4 fraternity. You only get a 
glimpse as you drive in, but this is quite 
close to Hardy's Monument, which sits on 
the hill above, about 1 mile to the South. 
After two rather soggy sections, no cleans 
here just lots of points dropped, we were 
directed to on to Bayard, returning later for 
the last four sections.  
 
Bayard is an old favourite on the Hardy, 
grass on chalk, incredibly slippery when 
wet, and it had just rained. Keith 
Saunders' climb here in the Reliant 
Scimitar to a 1 when the best of the rest 
was a 6 and most were on 10, must be 
recognised as the climb of the day. 
 
David Haizleden with the Golf won overall. 
Barry Clarke won class 2, Rob Wells class 
3, Tony Young class 4, Keith Sanders 
class 5, Nathan Baker class 6, Stuart 
Highwood class 7 and Peter Mountain 
class 8. 

 
An enjoyable event, which I particularly 
like to support as it's our most local trial. 
Will the Hardy get back into the 
Championship? Well, I hope so. 
  
PS Both Grotty and Barry, were going well 
and we managed to clean two hills not 
climbed by any other car. 

Barry Clarke and Dudley Sterry, 
Austin ‘Grotty’ Chummy on Meerhay 
 

(Photo by Geoff Pickett) 
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The Allen Trial 
by John Bell 

 

O n Saturday in 3 inches of snow 
and a temperature of -4 
degrees, I loaded the MG onto 
the trailer for the journey to 

Bristol. Although still bitter, snow 
conditions improved once on the 
motorway and I thought as we were going 
south it would be a lot warmer in Bristol. 
 
On arrival at the trial start venue at 
Doynton on Sunday, Dave Gibson and I 
found that the Bristol Motor Club had 
decided to make the Allen a bit more 
challenging than usual by organising to 
have the temperature the same as the 
north. Also we found out later that they 
had been out in the night and placed a 
layer of ice on nearly all of the sections. 
 
Tog Hill was the first section as usual, 
which was fairly straightforward but quite 
icy at the top. Nearly everyone got clear. 
 
Section 2, Bitton Lane - looked OK, but we 
found it icier than first thought and very 
rutted. Glad we didn’t have to restart as 
half of class 3 and all of class 5 failed. 
 
Section 3, Uplands – last year we failed at 
2, this year with the improvements we had 
made to the car we thought we could clear 
it. We arrived to find there had only been 2 
clears, the two Trojans. Alas we were not 
to be the 3rd we didn’t get past the first 
corner due to ice and got a 6. 
 
Section 4, Guys Hill – this being a straight 
steep icy track, we thought after failing 
Uplands we had no chance, but we 
cleared it. The trouble was we ran at 7000 
revs with valve bounce all the way up. 
When we got back to the bottom we found 
we had lost about 15 lbs/sq in oil 
pressure. 
 
Section 5, Travers Hill – we arrived with 
very low oil pressure. As this section was 

fairly straight forward with no restart for 
us, we decided to take it steady and then 
retire. When we reached the top the oil 
pressure suddenly returned to normal. My 
bank account was very relieved. 
 
Ubley Woods, which covered sections 6, 
7, 8 and ST1, were all very icy. We 
couldn’t get any grip on Sections 6 and 8 
and got a 4 and a 3. Section 7 had a 
hump in the middle from where we took off 
and thought we were going to land in 
Lanzarote. We were very disappointed 
when we landed at the top of the section 
and got a clear, Lanzarote would have 
been a lot warmer. 
 
Special Test 2 and Burledge – Bill Bennett 
was in front of us for ST2 and he had real 
difficulties setting off after reversing 
behind B, so we thought we had no 
chance. I think we stopped in a better 
position than Bill and got away without 
trouble. We then went straight into 
Burledge, which Bill drove up as though 
he was on a motorway and I made a 
complete mess of it. I didn’t even get as 
far as the restart. 
 
Lakeside covers sections 10 and 11 – 
these were really good sections, just very 
muddy, and of course, we are all familiar 
with mud. They had been extended from 
last year, which threw me a bit, but we 
managed a 1 on 10 and clear on 11. 
 
Section 12, John Walker – The alcoholic 
version would have been very welcome in 
a hot toddy at this point. This section was 
much rougher than usual but an 
enjoyable, successful section. 
 
Didn’t do as well on the Allen this year as 
last, which is surprising, as I had recently 
attended a course organised by the CU 
(Closed University). The title of the course 
was ‘Growing Old Disgracefully’. The 
course is in many sections, the first I 
attended being ‘Boy Racing for the 
Senile’, which I thought would really 
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improve my trialling skills. I think though 
the second section of the course could 
have had a detrimental effect ‘Alcoholism 
for the Aged”. 

A very good trial, which went considerably 
well and as usual very well organised by 
Bristol Motor Club. 
 

Bouncing around Bristol 
by Jonathan Toulmin 

 

T his trial was going to be a bit 
different for me – and not as 
originally planned. For the 2009 
Allen Trial – so capably organised 

by Pete Hart’s team from Bristol MC – I 
had forsaken the Marlin and carried out 
the responsibilities of the deputy editor of 
Restart. This had involved taking my 
camera to three sections and getting lots 
of exciting photos for the magazine, and 
then spending a pleasant evening in the 
pub at the finish selling ACTC’s calendar. I 
thought that 2010 would be no different – 
but I was wrong again! 
 
I sold my wonderful Marlin a few hours 
before the Land’s End Trial because cold 
weather seemed to be getting to me in big 
way – I was very sad to see it go, but 
that’s life, I guess. 
 
One very warm day in October, Richard 
Houlgate telephoned to ask whether I 
would like to bounce for him on “The 
Allen”: I had to consult the “boss” as I 
would have to delegate my Restart duties 
to the Editor, and she (who must be 
obeyed), might not agree! But she did – 
slightly to my surprise. So I was “on” as 
Richard’s passenger in his Marlin, a car 
that I had built for him in 2007 (so, if it 
went wrong, it would be my fault, but it 
was definitely out of warranty!). 
 
The weather forecast did not bode well for 
my hypothermia – snow and sub-zero 
temperatures were likely. I made a highly 
insulated “body-warmer” out of two layers 
of bubble-wrap, and sorted out all the cold 
weather clothing I could find – if I wore it 
all I would never get into the Marlin!  
 

At 5am on Sunday November 28th, I 
thought that I had made huge mistake. 
Both my wife and I agreed that it would be 
much nicer to stay in a very warm and 
comfortable bed rather than head off for a 
day in the great outdoors. But we braved 
the conditions, leaving home at 5.45am 
with the car thermometer registering –8 
degrees.   
 
We arrived at the pub in Doynton in good 
time (before my driver!), but with the 
thermometer showing –5. Excellent coffee 
and bacon sandwiches revived us, and 
soon my driver arrived in his Marlin, surely 
one of the smarter trials cars (even if I say 
so myself). The ever-efficient and helpful 
John Blakeley had us scrutineered in no 
time, but we missed seeing June this time, 
I hope all is well with her. 
 
Suddenly, after another cup of coffee, it 
was nearly time for the off. I had so many 
layers of clothing to put on that I only 
managed to get into Richard’s Marlin 
about one minute before our start time, 
but I knew the way to section one – less 
than a mile from the start. 
 
Tog Hill is an excellent start to the day – a 
classic section, but very straight forward. 
We romped up in style with our confidence 
high. Of the over sixty starters, no one 
failed it. A pleasant run through the lanes, 
and, despite the freezing temperature, 
there was no hint of the cold getting 
through my many layers of clothing. The 
route card was easy to follow, and with 
really superb route marking, there was no 
risk of getting lost, but we did have an OS 
map with us, just in case!  
 
Soon, we were at Bitton Lane, and a 
restart to make sure that we did not treat 
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2010 Al

Ubley W

By Pat 

Tris White & Claire 
Rippon, Troll, failing the 
restart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duncan Stephens, 
Dutton Melos, takes off 
on the first hump 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Nick Farmer & Alan 
Selwood, Cannon Alfa, 
possibly the best 
attempt at the restart 
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llen Trial 
 

Woods 2 
 
 
Toulmin 

Emma Robilliard, Ford 
Escort, takes it gently 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hans & Karl Viertel, VW 
Beetle, having just 
landed after a major 
arial 

 
 
 
 
 
Brian Alexander & Jim 
Walsh, Suxuki X90, also 
takes it gently 
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the section with contempt. In the past, the 
track has been deceptively slippery, with 
the ground so hard, there was no trouble 
here, and the ruts were less than 
previously. Nevertheless, a dozen 
competitors accrued penalties there. 
  
As my wife had taken over the role of 
official ACTC photographer, I had 
prepared a set of route instructions for her 
to follow from my old (1979) OS map. The 
trial followed the same route for a time, 
and whilst travelling through Keynsham, I 
realised that the roads were not exactly as 
they appear on the old OS map, so I 
wondered whether she would find her way 
to Ubley Woods; time would tell. 
 
Guys Hill was next (after a detour to drive 
the unobserved Little Uplands, whilst 
classes 1 to 6 tackled Big Uplands, our 
turn to tackle BU would come later). We 
knew that Guys would be very 
challenging, and so it proved. There was a 
bit of a queue there, and few seemed to 
be getting off the restart. In many, many 
attempts, I think that I have only seen the 
top of Guys Hill once – and that was 
decades ago!  
 
Today would be no different. Richard 
stopped the Marlin in what looked to be a 
reasonable place. I bounced with 
maximum vigour as the flag fell and 
Richard let in the clutch at just the right 
moment, but it was all to no avail. The 
back wheels went round, but the car did 
not move, and more furious bouncing from 
both driver and passenger did not improve 
things. I was disappointed but not 
surprised. We reversed down and then 
had to wait in the field next to the section, 
as we were running ahead of schedule - a 
chance for a comfort break or a snack and 
drink (or all of them!).  Of the 30 that had 
to do the restart on Guys, only 9 got up; 
and for those that could attempt it non-
stop, half saw the top. 
 
 

Then there was a 10-mile run to Travers. I 
did feel just a hint of the cold, but just on 
the cheeks and the fingers. I had invested 
in a new pair of gloves specially for the 
event. The local ski shop said that they 
were good for about –20 degrees, so how 
could I have cold fingers when the 
temperature was probably only about –2? 
The trouble with the new gloves was that 
they were so thick that it was impossible 
to grip anything whilst wearing them. I 
could not even fasten my seatbelt, let 
alone turn the pages of the route book! So 
they might have been excellent, had I 
been wearing them, but they weren’t much 
good stuffed into the glove locker of the 
Marlin! 
 
The route book said that Mike Jones was 
i/c here, so I was looking forward to a brief 
chat with him. The approach to Travers is 
fun, and we went through the first wet mud 
of the day – there must have been a sprint 
there because everywhere else was frosty 
hard. There was a little queue for the 
section, but when we got to the start line, 
it was Bristol Motor Club’s top man, Paul 
Parker, who was the official in charge. 
Paul Parker is my “summer time boss” as 
he runs the British Sprint series with 
enormous enthusiasm, sprinting being my 
summer motorsport. We had a good chat 
about sprint venues and cake, and it is 
very sad to learn that nearby Colerne has 
been lost to motorsport, allegedly because 
of government belt-tightening.  
 
We had plenty of time to chat because the 
Trojan, which set off in front of us, had 
some sort of problem on Travers and it 
took a long time for the recovery team to 
get the section clear. Suddenly we were 
on our way and soon could an evil-looking 
restart, cunningly positioned between rock 
ledges and gullies. Richard stopped in 
quite the wrong place, so I bounced extra 
hard, he got the clutch control spot-on, 
and away we went – so perhaps he was 
right about where to stop.  A quarter of the 
entry failed that rocky track and Colin 
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Perryman and Matt Facey had retired 
before they got that far. 
 
At the top of the section, there was a 
sharp left turn into a massive field – all 
white under snow. To my great pleasure 
and relief my wife’s car was parked by the 
gate as we swung in to the field in which 
there were the three Ubley Woods 
sections and also a special test. Richard 
drove gently down to UW1, but the engine 
stumbled and as we drove over a massive 
hump just before the start of the section, it 
stopped – in fact everything stopped, no 
lights, no heater, no nothing. A team of 
pushers appeared from nowhere and 
manhandled us clear of the section.  
 
Richard quickly spotted that the main feed 
from the starter motor had come off, so 
that was easily put right. We watched a 
couple of competitors fail the restart, 
which was for classes 6 to 8 only.  I guess 
t h e  f i r s t 
couple of cars 
had probably 
worn through 
the frost, and 
what was left, 
was very 
slippery.  We 
made a brave 
effort at it. 
R i c h a r d 
d i s p l a y e d 
considerable 
skill, and with 
s u p e r b 
bouncing from 
your author 
we moved off 
the restart – 
but only for 
five or six feet, 
and there we stopped. A reverse and we 
romped up. Of those in classes 6 to 8 who 
had to do the restart, only Tris White 
(Troll), Simon Woodall (VW Buggy) and 
Nick Farmer (Cannon-Alfa) went clear. In 
the other classes, 15 got up. 
 

At UW2, the “boss” was wielding her 
camera. This was a great section, with a 
couple of very steep ramps producing 
wheels in the air, all good fun. Class 8 had 
to do the restart and they all failed; for the 
rest of us only four failed to clean this 
section, and these were all near the top. 
UW3 was longer and not so steep but 
another fun section, which, under wetter 
conditions, might have been very difficult. 
About a third of the entry got penalty 
points there. In 50 yards or so, there was 
the first special test, which had been 
cunningly laid out. It caught out at least 
one very experienced driver, and 5 others. 
 
From line A we had to drive up a bank and 
stop with all wheels beyond line B. One 
catch was that line B was positioned close 
to a steep downhill bank. If you stopped in 
the right place, it was quite easy to 
reverse back to all wheels behind line B, 
and then rush forward, down the steep 

bank, and turn sharp right to stop astride 
line C, but the approach to line C was very 
slippery and so overshooting the line was 
a distinct possibility. We decided that 
discretion was wisest, and Richard did it in 
an average time but correctly. 
 

Richard on the Ubley Woods special test 
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In nine miles, we were at the Chew Valley 
lunch stop, about ten minutes ahead of 
schedule, so we had forty minutes for 
refreshments and chatter. We got talking 
to Dudley Sterry about tyres and how to 
keep them on the rim, and left a few 
minutes late! 
 
Tubby’s Torment Special Test was 
where the old Burledge section used to 
start. The layout was identical to the 
morning test, but on very different terrain. 
Quickest was Dean Partington (DP Wasp 
in 16.5 seconds) closely chased by Simon 
Woodall. The slowest was almost a 
minute longer! Again, we did it correctly 
(four failed), but in an average time.  
 
A few yards further up the track was the 
start of Burledge section, which included 
a restart for everyone. It was slippery, and 
one Ford Escort had great difficulty even 
getting to the start line, and then soon 
failed the section. Even with many 
attempts, it would not get up until an army 
of pushers (including Richard and I) 
applied muscle power to its boot lid – 
getting covered in mud was our reward for 
our efforts. We managed it with 
considerable wheelspin, but 17 others did 
not make it.  
 
Twenty minutes, or so, later, we were at 
the entrance to Lakeside where there 
were two sections. There was a gate to 
open here, but the notice said “Horses 
please close the gate”, so obviously we 
need not bother, but I did anyway.  
 
Chimney was considerably extended from 
last year, when it was all about a short but 
steep and slippery bank. The weather 
made it rather easier, but it had to be 
driven as the section corkscrewed left and 
right and up and down – great fun. It 
stopped 16.  
 
Mulholland Bank was just a car length 
further on, and again was much improved 
and lengthened from last year. From a 

difficult narrow and very steep downhill 
start, it then climbed and corkscrewed 
through the trees, and great section.  
Richard drove both of these beautifully 
and was clear here (I am sure that I would 
have failed them by going too fast).  All 
but nine went clear. 
 
There was then a longish run to Big 
Uplands, where there was a bit of a 
queue. As we watched, car after car was 
returning down the section and “escaping” 
up Little Uplands. Then it was our turn. On 
rounding the slight corner 50 yards after 
the start, we were confronted by some of 
the biggest holes that I have ever seen – 
as big as those at the top of Slippery Sam, 
but only half the width of the track. There 
were several, some on the left, others on 
the right, we were thrown around as if on 
some wicked rollercoaster. The track 
evened out a bit, but round the top left 
hand corner we were confronted with a 
rocky outcrop, with severe rock steps, 
seemingly worse than last year.  
 
Richard made a valiant attempt, and I 
really thought that we were going to make 
it but the Marlin stopped with its front 
wheels an inch beyond the two marker. It 
was long reverse back to the corner, then 
a gentle descent back to the queue. 
According to the results, only two cars, in 
classes 1 to 6, saw the top of the hill – and 
they were, believe it or not, the two Trojan 
cars of Steve Potter and John Wilton! Of 
the 12 in class 7, only Duncan Stephens 
(Melos), Mal Allen (Marlin), Murray 
Mongomery-Smith (Marlin) and Simon 
Riddle (Arkley-MG) got up. Class 8 had a 
restart, but nevertheless all but 7 went 
clean.   
 
At the start of Little Uplands, we pumped 
up the tyres and then discovered that the 
starter motor wouldn’t work. Luckily the 
engine starts very easily, and a brief push 
had us running again. We debated 
whether to investigate the problem, but it 
was cold and with only one section left, we 
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decided it would be easier just to leave the 
engine running. I did wonder whether 
there would be a big queue for  
 
John Walker – there often has been in 
the past. When we arrived, the well laid 
out queuing area was completely empty of 
cars – so there was no problem for us 
without a starter. The section was rougher 
than I remembered – very rough indeed, 
but there was quite a lot of grip, so we 
bounced our way to the top accompanied 
by many crashes and bangs. Only nine 
failed the section, but it is a terrific finale to 
the event and only five miles to the finish, 
at which we arrived by about 3.30pm. 
 
The Cross House Inn provided a most 
convivial atmosphere, much enjoyed liquid 

refreshment and reasonable food. Pat 
managed to sell all the ACTC 2011 
calendars. My sincere thanks to Mark 
Tooth, Pete & Carlie Hart and the rest of 
the Bristol Motor Club organising team for 
a really excellent trial. 
 
The organisers did well with the 
handicapping, as the event was won 
overall by Nick Cleal in class 1 (205 Gti), 
with the ever green Bill Bennett’s MG J2 
(class 2) second overall class 2. Hans 
Viertel (class 4 Beetle) was third overall 
and the Tojan of Steve Potter was fourth. 
Class 3 was won by Dick Bolt’s Escort and 
Keith Sanders (Scimitar SS1) took the 
class 5 win. Duncan Stevens (Melos) won 
class 7 and class 8 went to Tris White in 
his Troll. 

The 2010 Allen Trial 
by Charlie Knifton & Stuart 

Bartlett, Peugeot 205 
 

H aving finished the Edinburgh in 
one piece I parked the 205 up, 
until two weekends before the 
Allen. That was a big mistake. I 

found a bit of play in the steering, so 
decided to change the steering rack. 
While the rack was off, I dropped the 
gearbox oil, black! So I took the diff out for 
inspection, the gears OK but the diff 
housing was worn out. Decision time. Put 
another diff in or rebuild the gearbox? 
Gearbox was rebuilt, a new rack fitted and 
sump guard back on, ready to go?  
 
Not quite, Friday night found out I needed 
two handbrake cables, do I chance the 
local motor factors have some in stock or 
see if I had some serviceable second 
hand ones? The car is not a very current 
model, as now the newest 205s are now 
eighteen years old, so it was into the field 
to rummage though my parts department. 
23 years of rallying 205s and throwing 
little away paid off and two were found 
and I decided to fit these on Saturday. 

Saturday arrived along with three to four 
inches of snow so it was off to the farm to 
fit the hand brake cables, take the car for 
a test drive and fill up with petrol, 
everything OK, so loaded her up on the 
trailer ready for an early morning start.  
 
I left home at 5:30 and picked up Stuart, 
the trailer and the car. Ten minutes later 
we were watching the temperature drop -
10 -11, Just as Dean Partington past us in 
his open top car the temperature hit -13. 
140 miles later we arrived at the trailer 
park. Unloaded and down to the pub to 
join the queue for scrutineering. There 
were no problems, so we signed on and 
went for breakfast. The bacon sandwiches 
went down a treat. 
 
Tog Hill, Section 1 
This hill is pretty well straight up and we 
were just getting confident in view of the 
top, when we hit icy conditions making it a 
bit of a struggle to complete the section. 
 
Bitton Lane Section 2 
This was slippery at the start line but once 
off it, there were no problems, although it 
was a little rutty near the restart. We 
reached the top. 
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Uplands Section 3 
We arrived to a small queue and this gave 
us a chance for a chat with our fellow 
competitors. The start marshal said that 
only two Trojans had cleared it and I 
hadn’t got to the corner on my two 
previous visits, so we gave it our best 
shot. Off the start, foot down and try to 
carry as much speed as possible. We 
picked our way through the big ruts up to 
the corner past the smoke, which was the 
marshals’ fire and not the previous 
competitor’s tyre smoke! It was round the 
corner and still picking our way through 
the ruts and on to collect a 2 and a 
puncture. It was a long way down on one 
front tyre. 
 

Guys Hill. Section 4 
Again there was a small wait on the hill 
and we were struggling to even get to the 
start line, let alone off it. We tried to 
snatch 2nd, (big mistake) lost momentum 
and got a 9. 
 
Travers Hill, Section 5 
Long wait up to the start line, but we had a 
good clean run all the way to the top. 
 
Ubley Woods Sections 6-8 
Snows and ice made things interesting 
here. On section 6 we got four, as we 
could not quite get up the slope. 

Section 7 a clear, despite a deceptive 
double jump. 
 
On Section 8 we were clear 
 
Special Test 1 is always tricky but was 
even better in the snowy conditions. We 
opted for a cautious approach. Nice and 
steady to line B not to slip down the hill. 
No problems, on to a crafty line C. Down 
to bump just stopping astride. 27.2 
seconds. Quite a few following 
competitors slid straight through while we 
were pumping the tyres up. 
 
Tubbys Torment Special Test 2 
We had a cautious approach this year and 
we went steadily off the start, crept after 

line B and rolled back just 
enough to pull away steadily. 
26.7s econds. Two years ago 
we had three attempts before 
getting a time! 
 
Burledge Section 9 
Stalled on the restart but didn’t 
roll back pulled away cleanly, 
and went clear. 
 
Lakeside Chimney  Section 10 
This was longer than last year 
and with a tricky hole at the 
end. I gave it plenty of welly 
and pulled out with ease. There 
was more ballast on the front 

due to the mud now stuck to the front . 
 
Mulholland Bank Section 11 
Again longer with a muddy restart box, 
fortunately this was not for us, so we had 
a good pull to the top. 
 
John Walker Section 12 
The water splash at the start was quite 
deep and then there was a nice steady 
pull through ruts and ice. This is a really 
challenging section, but we went clear. 
 
It was a great day’s trialling and we ended 
up 24th overall and 4th in class  

Charlie on Ubley Woods 2 
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The 2010 Camel Classic 
by Mike Warnes 

 

H aving got the Husky Mot’d and 
back on the road after a couple of 
years, I finally ran out of excuses 
to enter it in an event, so here we 

are preparing for the Camel Classic. 
 
First bit of good news is that out start time 
is 09-12, so not as early as expected. But 
then“ Drivers and passengers will be 
allowed walk sections, for this year 
only, due to the venue being used” and 
cars starting at 3 min intervals – humm 
this may be a bit of a challenge then! 
 
After scruteneering and an excellent 
bacon butty it was a picturesque drive, 
looking over valleys to a  typical Cornish 
patchwork of  fields & hedgerows and 
down to Section 1. There was a bit of a 
delay due to someone getting stuck and 
requiring the recovery vehicle, other 
competitors were swapping stories of 
locked wheels already on the icy roads. I 
let the tyre pressures down, have a quick 
wander to the head of the field for a 
sneaky peek of what is in store then back 
to the car to let the tyres down some 
more. Tension builds as the sun beams 
down between the trees. 
 
Section 1 Grogley Moor  (9) 
Difficult start with difficulty reversing down 
along with many others sliding off the 
track in a combination of logs and tree 
stumps – thanks marshals. 
 
Section 2 Vinegar Hill  (11) 
I eased off too much for the corner and I 
couldn’t get past the roots across the 
section, which was a pity but it’s all about 
relearning how to drive the Husky 
 
Next a short road run to the main woods  
 
Section 3 Lester’s Legacy (6) 
I can’t remember this but I got a six. 
 

Section 4 New Bishops    
Next to the Bishops Wood section we do 
on the Land’s End  - humm looks OK as 
we drive up then I see and remember 
sharp right off the track and AH TREE! 
from the passenger seat – luckily there is 
no bodywork near the wheel, so we 
bounce off the lump by the tree and attack 
the impossible (for us) steep bank – still 
got a 5 and  then nearly hit the same tree 
reversing back down. 
 
Section 5 The Actress  (6) 
I helped to extricate the car in front as it 
had got crossed up reversing back down. 
Hopefully we won’t do the same, off up to 
restart  and that’s it – Fail. Quite difficult 
reversing out but made it OK.  
 
Section 6 Corner Clump  (9) 
Here there was an extra muddy adverse 
camber – so no going around the corner 
to the rest of the section for us!  
   
Section 7 Old Bishops   (0) 
This was interesting to start at the bottom 
the slab, as we have only done it in the TR 
in class 5 on Land’s End when it is non-
stop across the track and up the slab. 
However there was no problem in the 
Husky and we actually cleared the restart 
and on to section ends—hurrah! 
 
Section 8  Hustyn Gate  (5)  
I walked up and watched the class 8 folks 
make it look easy - like a driving test 
restart – but it was a bit different when we 
tried.  Eased away, but broke traction, so 
dropped revs down in an attempt to stop 
the wheelspin but finally stalled with no 
extra forward motion – with hindsight 
maybe even lower tyre pressures needed.  
 
Section 9  Hustyn    (0) 
Another big shout of MIND the HOLE two 
thirds of the way up so I eased off a little 
bit then I put my foot down again. We 
arrived at the top like a cork out of a 
bottle – would liked to have seen us from 
the outside. 
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2010 Hardy 
Tirial  
 
by Geoff 
Pickett 
 
On Meerhay 

Peter & Kellie 
Quinn, Marlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Wilton & 
Stephen Potter, 

Trojan 

 
 
 
 
 
Keith Sanders & 
Brian Piney, 
Reliant SS1 
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Lunch Break 
Loads of sarnies and hot black coffee 
 
Now the car started to steam on the way 
to the next section,m so we topped it up 
and continued. 
 
Section 10 Chestnut Rise  (7) 
There was a difficult muddy start position, 
but we got a bit further than I thought we 
would,  when I looked down at the section 
from the start. I reversed down into the 
muddy hole at the start but bizarrely 
managed to maneuver out and drive down 
the escape road unaided, whist others 
were having to be man handled.  
 
Stopped on track to top up with water 
again – not looking too good though. 
 
Section 11  Mine Shaft  (9) 
Not trying too hard at this point with water 
leaking out. Roots!  Pity as I thought we 
might have got a bit further. We then 
spent some time peering at the engine as 

the water was now coming out 
somewhere below nearly as fast as we 
could pour it in, It seemed to be out 
behind the cam belt cover (it’s a Pinto 
engine) – it can’t be the water pump, as it 
was only changed it for new one six 
weeks ago. With the cover off it appeared 
to be behind the water pump – it turned 
out to be the new gasket leaking but it was 
impossible to tighten up with the cam belt, 
fan and radiator in the way, so we decided 
to miss the last 4 sections, to ensure we 
weren’t be-nighted  and/or locked in the 
woods! 
 
Radweld Rules – it got us back to the 
finish – and then all the way back to 
Exmouth  
 
Good event, well organised and of course 
loads of fun. On reflection I should have 
run even lower pressures, looking at those 
who did well. Roll on next year to try 
again . I am now getting the TR ready for 
the Exeter trial, a different sort of event 
but equally as challenging though. 

Bill & Liz Bennett, J2, on the 2010 Camel Classic Trial 
(Photo by  Celebration Pyrotechnics) 
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Camel Classic Trial 2010 
by Philip Roberts 

 

I  went out to the garage before I had 
my breakfast as it was freezing cold 
that morning and the battery has been 
playing up a bit recently. I wanted to 

check that the old Mk1 Escort would 
start. It did at the second attempt.  
 
Following breakfast I picked up my 
navigator Dave Tinley from his house, 
also in Cullompton, and we set off down 
the M5 motorway in the direction of 
Exeter, before turning onto the A30 for 
most of the journey to Roche and the 
start. The weather wasn’t too bad 
although a little cold with some ice 
making it a bit slippery in places and 
there was the odd fog patch, but overall 
an uneventful journey to the village hall.  
 
When I lifted the bonnet for scrutineering 
I noticed that the washer bottle had 
emptied itself. So after we had purchased 
our tea and coffee the kindly lady in the 
catering van let us have an old milk 
container, which we filled with water and 
topped up the washer bottle. It stayed full 
all day but we did notice that the driver’s 
footwell carpet was very wet suggesting 
there may be a leak from the old foot 
activated washer system. 
 
We chatted to the two young ladies 
standing at the start, one of whom was 
Jemma Hoskin who was officiating and at 
the chosen time sent us on our way with 
wishes of good luck for the day. Due to 
an infection of Japanese Larch trees in 
the South West with Phytophthora 
Ramorum (a fungus) we were informed 
that all the sections would be in one area 
of woodland. 
 
Grogley Moor, Vinegar Hill and Lester’s 
legacy were short sections between the 
trees and we did not do very well on 
them, despite quite low tyre pressures we 
could not get any grip. New Bishops was 

a twisty section through the trees. We 
almost hit a tree and stopped on the bend 
for a 9. The Actress was much better for 
us and we almost got out of the top here, 
scoring 2. Corner Clump was straight for 
a short while with a bend round trees 
then a straight blast up, a very muddy hill 
where again we lacked grip and stopped 
at 8.  
 
After this we had to return down the track 
to Old Bishops adjacent to New Bishops. 
This section was more of a lane and 
whoopee! we cleaned it. Hustyn Gate 
was next and there was a restart for us, 
which we failed. More doom and gloom. 
On to Hustyn, always a daunting hill, 
which I have never managed to get all 
the way up. This time was no different for 
us and the rest of class 3, apart from an 
excellent climb by Simon Groves who 
cleaned it.  
 
We had some time after Hustyn whilst the 
following sections were readied so we 
had our lunch break. Chestnut Rise was 
next and was so steep at the start that we 
only scored 11. I think being the first 
Escort didn’t help us. Mineshaft followed 
and we got stuck on tree roots at 11.  
 
Jab and Left Hook was started from the 
forest track with a straight uphill section 
and a sharp left hand bend. We bottomed 
out on the diff at 1, which we were quite 
pleased with. Pump House was a straight 
blast up a very slippery track. We were 
the first Escort following the Beetles and 
managed to get 6 here.  
 
Pheasant Plucker had lots of grip at the 
start of the section but was slippery and 
bumpy towards the top. Another clean 
but so was the rest of class 3. Pheasant 
Plucker’s Son was a good climb to a 90-
degree left hand bend, which the car 
refused to go round and headed straight 
on into the trees. Grrrr. That was the last 
section, so we pumped up the tyres at a 
convenient spot and headed for the finish 
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and signing off. The journey home was 
uneventful but it was so cold over the next 
few days that when I did manage to clean 
the car a lot of the mud was frozen on and 

difficult to remove. Not a good trial for us 
as we came last in class. Forest sections 
are not my favourite but an enjoyable day 
out all the same. 

2010 Camel Classic 
by John White 

 

B eing a relative newcomer to this 
trialling business I had never 
ventured as far south as Cornwall 
(excluding MCC events) for a trial 

in the past despite being told to “get down 
to Cornwall” by Bart on numerous 
occasions. 
 
So I thought it was about time to see what 
all the fuss was about and get an entry in 
for the Camel Classic. Various pearls of 
wisdom were offered as advice, which 
ranged from “leave your tyre valves at 
home and weld the throttle peddle to the 
bulk head” to “bring plenty of spare tubes 
and some tyre levers”! 
  
After getting slightly more useful advice on 
as where to stay the night before the 
event we get an invite to the Camel Vale 
dinner bash which was an added bonus 
(thanks to Kelly and Bart), and very good 
it was to. 
 
We were early at the start so had plenty of 
time for scruitineering and to have a natter 
to others and try and get a bit of 
info………also to eye up the competition 
and try out the cuppa and butty van which 
was most welcome. 
 
Our class (4) had a strong entry, Ian Moss 
in his always immaculate Imp, Emma 
Robilliard, Tony Young and Ryan Tonkin 
all in Beetles and us also in a Beetle. 
Having never beaten any of these 
previously I wasn’t expecting things to 
change on an event that was new to me. 
 
Off we went towards the first hills, 
warnings had been given to be careful the 
roads were slippery, they weren’t wrong! 

This event allowed us to walk the hills 
prior to starting if we wished and this was 
very useful as it was all new to us. What 
wasn’t so good was that we had been 
drawn to run first in our class so couldn’t 
watch the others and get a bit of a clue of 
what to do or not as the case may be. 
 
The first couple of sections were very 
slippery and it was obvious that 
adjustments were needed to the tyre 
pressures….good steep challenging hills! 
 
Section 4 New Bishops was a longer hill 
with a very steep bit right at the end, this 
caught us out a little and we had the worst 
score in our class of a 3. 
 
Section 5 Actress was next and after yet 
more tyre pressure adjustments we finally 
got our first clean of the day which brought 
big smiles to our faces. 
 
I had been warned before the event not to 
get disheartened if you make mistakes 
because you can claw points back as the 
event goes on……also not to be surprised 
if you accumulate a cricket score of points! 
Corner Clump was section 6, after having 
to lift off a little to avoid a tree we lost grip 
and scored a not to clever 5, better that 
than having to straighten out the front of 
the Beetle yet again! 
 
Section 7 Old Bishops, things improved 
for us here and we had another 
clean………more big cheesy grins, we 
even stopped and got the flasks out for a 
quick cuppa. 
 
So off to Hustyn Gate section 8 we go 
following along the forest track. Driving 
along we can see some marshals 
standing by the roadside but cannot see 
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what they are marshalling. So after 
parking up in the queue for Hustyn Gate 
we wander back up the track to see what 
they are doing and get rather a shock 
when we peer over the edge! The section 
after Hustyn Gate comes straight out onto 
the track after a very steep climb which 
looking down from the top is somewhat 
scary! 
 
We start up Hustyn Gate and reach the 
restart no problem, the marshal drops the 
flag and we slowly move off, the engine 
starts to bog down so I slip the clutch a 
little………movement restored, then it 
starts to bog down again, so more clutch 
slipping is in order. It soon becomes 
apparent that we have a puncture but with 
more clutch slipping we eventually clear 
the hill. 
 
When we get back to the bottom of the hill 
it is the lunch break so we have plenty of 
time to change the wheel. Whilst having a 
brew and nattering Groover arrives at the 
hill we have just left and we are treated to 
the sounds of him getting off the restart as 
only he can. Escorts sound so much 
better than Beetles when you put the boot 
in. 
 
After the lunch break and a natter with 
Hans about all things Beetle we go to the 
start of Hustyn and look up in awe. Quick 
rethink on the tyre pressures and we 
decide the only way to do it is to attack it 
hard from the start. So big boot full at the 
bottom away we go and are amazed when 
we climb out of the top. Even bigger 
smiles on our faces now! I think (open to 
correction here) that only three tin tops 
cleaned it, Tony Young, Groover and us, 
interesting that none of the bigger engined 
class 6 Beetles made it to the top. 
 
Section 10 Chestnut Rise. Trying to get 
lined up at the start here was quite 
interesting due to the deep mud. We 
eventually slithered to a respectable 2, 
only beaten in class 4 by Emma with a 1.
Mine Shaft section 10 is a reasonably 
gentle climb with a steep bit right at the 

end, this we managed to clean and the 
day was getting better and better. 
 
Section 11 Jab and Left Hook (who thinks 
up the names for these hills?) We started 
this slightly cautiously as not wanting the 
front of the car to “dig in” and re-arrange 
the front body work then a blast all the 
way to the top, another clean and yet 
more big grins. 
 
Pump House Climb section 12, we 
managed a joint best in class of 1 here 
along with Ian Moss and Tony Young.
Pheasant Plucker was last but one of the 
sections and all of class 4 cleaned it. 
 
Last section Pheasant Plucker’s Son. 
After having a look at the hill and then 
wandering back to the car we are met by 
Ian Moss walking towards the hill. He 
kindly informs us that we have another 
puncture and to be careful of the kink at 
the top! After changing the wheel and with 
Ian’s words ringing in my ears we start to 
climb the section. We arrive at the kink 
without too much speed and turn into it but 
the steepness beats us and we score a 4. 
 
So back to the finish and to sign off. When 
we get to the pub, which is the finish the 
mist and frost is starting to come down 
again so we quickly load the Beetle onto 
the trailer and dive into the pub for warm 
refreshments. 
 
When the results are sorted we are 
shocked to discover that we have come 
third in class…well happy with that. Ian 
Moss was first in class closely followed by 
Emma Robilliard. 
 
So what do we think of Cornwall and its 
hills? Brilliant days motor sport, none of 
the sections were easy, all very different 
and challenging. Many thanks to all who 
organised the event and to the marshals 
who must have been frozen to death. 
Hope everyone else enjoyed the event as 
much as we did? We will be back next 
year. 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

1 979 was a pivotal year for me in that 
I competed in my extremely reliable, 
green VW Beetle, registration 
number 2373 VW for the very last 

time. Since 1971 1 had had considerable 
success with that Teutonic machinery and 
apart from overall and class wins from 
over one hundred and sixty events I also 
gained two MCC Triple Awards and 
achieved second overall in the first 
“national” classic trials championship.  
 
The year commenced with both the Allen 
and Exeter Trials postponed with the latter 
eventually cancelled owing to very 
adverse weather. Consequently the final 
event for the Beetle in my ownership was 
Stroud and District Motor Club’s very 
popular Cotswold Clouds. The club had 
for some years applied differing criteria to 
their event than the majority of 
other motor clubs and this year 
was no exception. Apart from 
t he i r  own  c l as s  t y re 
regulations – See Restart 
January 2010 – they decided 
to ban any form of commercial 
advertising on competing 
vehicles, which although 
perhaps frowned upon had 
hitherto been permitted. Maybe 
ahead of their time the 
Regulations stated “….. as the 
sport is absolutely amateur in 
status the organisers feel that 
such a move to maintain the 
status quo must surely be a 
move in the right direction to preserve 
classic trials from the evils of creeping 
professionalism so prevalent in other 
spheres of the sport” At the time I and 
some other drivers believed such a 
decision to be a retrograde step but with 
hindsight it can be seen to have helped to 
r e s i s t  t h e  e n c r o a c h m e n t  o f 
commercialism. 
 

A further innovation for the 1979 event 
was the dropping of the penalty marker 
system in favour of “clean or fail” a la 
MCC. This was a good effort by the club 
and seemed to work quite well with 
obvious thought having been given to the 
type of hills included and the nature of the 
speed tests involved.  
 
With the postponement and cancellation 
of the aforementioned two this trial 
became the first round of the David Paull 
Trophy Trials Championship which no 
doubt assisted in boosting the entry to a 
very varied fifty-eight vehicles although 
there were six non-starters. Well-known 
competitors included Eric Wall, Frank 
Roseblade, Dudley Sterry, Adrian Tucker-
Peake, Sue Halkyard, Nigel and Brian 
Moss, Duncan Welch, Simon Durling, 
Peter Le Couteur and Dick Andrews. 
Oliver driver John West of future Land’s 
End Trial fame was the Clerk of the 
Course. 

Dave Parry – VW Beetle 
1977 Exmoor Clouds Trial – Pin Quarry 
Special Test 
 
Dave had previously owned a split window 
VW Beetle that was used for rallies and he 
also used a 1600cc VW Fastback for 
rallies and trials in the early 1960s. 
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The left-hand drive imported car depicted 
in the picture was fitted with a 1500cc 
engine with domed pistons in the belief 
that it would give good torque. It climbed 
well but had one fatal flaw in that it 
performed badly on wet grass and mud 
where Dave had to work hard to keep the 
vehicle moving .The car was eventually 
sold to Dave’s insurance broker and 
ended up in New Zealand. 
 
There was still much snow in evidence 
along the route with ice also being a 
hazard. Indeed such conditions may have 
accounted for a number of non-starters. 
Approached from a stream ice was the 
main cause of loss of traction on the start 
line of the first section at Battlescombe, 
the rutted climb continuing on more frozen 
snow and grass (Mackhouse having been 
cancelled ). There were twenty immediate 
failures recorded including rather 
surprisingly the experienced Nigel Moss 
and Duncan Welch.  

 
Nigel Moss – 1966 Singer Chamois 
1979 Cotswold Clouds – Battlescombe 
 

This car was fitted with a 915cc Imp Sport 
engine on twin one and a quarter inch 
carburettors and was competing on town 
and country pattern tyres. 
 
The section at Bull Banks, (Bull Banks 2 
which could not even be reached and 
Througham Bank were also cancelled 
owing to snow) and Merves Swerve were 
relatively easy, albeit only the “specials” 
were required to undertake the swerve. 
This was immediately followed by driving 
down the exceptionally rough Catswood 
thus enabling an easy climb once off the 
very icy and muddy start line of King 
Charles Lane. 
 
The twisting lane of Ham Mill followed. 
This was an exciting climb containing 
varying surfaces from hard rock through 
loose stone, a steep right hand hairpin 
and deep mud and was regarded very 
much as a “drivers hill”. However, it was 
the ice covered short and steep polished 

rocks of the first 
special test at 
Hobbs Choice, 
which caused a 
surprising number 
of failures and 
perhaps otherwise 
clean sheets at this 
point in the trial. I 
failed to record a 
time as did Andy 
Carter – VW 
Beetle – Frank 
Roseblade – Ford 
Escort and Dudley 
Sterry – MG J2 , all 
of whom at that 
time were penalty 
free.   
 
At Nailsworth the 
famed “Ladder” 

was somewhat less fearsome than in 
times past, the next real stopper being the 
inimitable Axe. The long dark lane was so 
deeply rutted that most competitors failed 
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to reach the end. The penultimate section 
at Crooked Mustard provided a “sting in 
the tail” with only Dick Andrews, Duncan 
Welch, Nigel Brown and Eric Wall 
conquering the hair pinned track. The final 
section at Sandfords also caused many 
failures. 
 
The trial ended with an autotest style 
speed test in a car park with the latter 
competitors racing around bollards in the 
fast fading light. It had been a tough trial in 
adverse weather conditions with the only 
two penalty free performances achieved 
by Eric Wall and Dick Andrews, the former 
taking the major trophy with faster speed 
test times.  
 
On the 25th February Maidstone and Mid-
Kent Motor Club organised their Tyrwhitt – 
Drake Trial that formed the second round 
of the David Paull Trophy Championship.  
Without Hillman Imp driver Norman 
Higgins who in 1969 inspired the club to 
run the event along more classic trial 
lines, when he took the then grass event 
away from the centre of Brand’s Hatch 
racing circuit, the course reverted more 
towards a production car trial. This was a 
disappointment as it had been included 
into the second year of the championship 
on the understanding that it would 
continue to incorporate the tracks and 
lanes which at times ran along the 
Pilgrim’s Way in Kent. As so often 
happens when a “key figure” is lost it is to 
the detriment of the event with entries up 
to fifty in the earlier trials, from an area 
which does not lend itself to classic trials, 
dropping to twenty four in 1979.   
 
I was competing in my “new” trials 
mount – an orange VW Brasilia with future 
ex- David Alderson VW “Shorty” driver 
Oliver Bettison navigating.  The Brasilia 
did not perform well on its first outing – 
tyres, driver, ridiculously tight sections  -
who knows? The first half of the trial run in 
the morning was frustrating with most 
competitors obtaining maximum or near 

maximum penalties on many of the 
sections that either suited the smallest 
Fiat or contained almost impossible start 
lines. During the afternoon the tests were 
laid out in a mammoth chalk pit where a 
deep-water splash assisted in keeping 
spectators amused and drivers alert. The 
trial was won on Index of Performance by 
the experienced “local boy”, Duncan 
Welch with Dudley Sterry outperforming 
all on minimum penalties. I did manage a 
second in class award but how 
disappointing after having previously 
achieved three outright wins on this 
hitherto well regarded event. 
 
The postponed Allen Trial took place on 
“April Fools Day” and its then unofficial 
nomenclature of “the roughest trial in the 
country” was certainly justified in 1979. 
From the one hundred and sixty four 
entrants – yes, 164 as there were 136 
motorcycles – twenty non-started. The 
start for the obstacle course in the early 
hours of a cold grey morning was the New 
Inn at Lulsgate on “the longest lane in 
England” the A 38. 
 
The route moved eastwards from Lulsgate 
traversing a conglomeration of secondary 
roads, through Chew Magna to the first 
section at Reddings. Interspersed 
between trees this contained two very 
steep red mud humps which stopped by 
far the majority of the entry although if 
these were successfully climbed the final 
right hand bend proved too tight for all bar 
six drivers.  
 
The next three sections of Tower Head, 
Nine Barrows and Burledge were all 
relatively easy, the latter hill allowing all to 
climb without penalty. Camely Lane 
contained an abundance of grip but the 
artificial deviation near the summit left 
some cars grounded at the exit, thereby 
incurring a minimum of two penalties. 
Stanton Lane which runs south from the 
hamlet of Stanton Prior traversed a 
quagmire to begin with and then narrowed 
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so much that initially twigs then bushes 
and tree branches scraped cars as they 
battled their way to the top en route to 
Uplands. Here the sound of metal against 
rock echoed throughout this small valley 
as cars were guided through the deep 
ruts.  
 
Although rough Uplands was not as 
potentially damaging as “the motorcycle” 
section of Ringspit. This was quite 
unsuitable for cars incorporating a three 
foot deep, three foot wide gully, alongside 
an extremely steep hump prior to 
entering a very narrow gully where both 
sides of the car were probably hitting the 
bank before turning right along a stream 
bed with four to five foot of solid rock to 
the left. The section continued through 
another ninety-degree right hand bend 
over mud strewn tree roots then a drop 
back into a continuation of the stream 
prior to a deep hole and near vertical 

ascent from where the section 
commenced. I hit my head on the roof of 
the car on exit and suffered with neck 
problems for years afterwards! 
 
The final rocky route around Springs 
necessitated careful manoeuvring around 
a protruding tree stump if damage and/or 
penalties were to be avoided, before 
swinging right up a pebble lane to the 
summit. This final section penalised 
almost half of the entry and whilst it had 
been an exceedingly rough trial penalties 
for the leading cars were low. The 
perpetual awards were won by Chris 
Priddy (overall), John Hayes, Mike 
Heskins, Dave Bradbeer, John West and 
myself with First Class Awards going to 
Ted Bryant, John Nottley, Andy Carter 
and Dick Andrews. 
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Championship Chat  
 
I’ve decided that for this year I’m allowed 
an extra cheer for the winner of the 
Wheelspin Trophy, Dudley Sterry, 
because, incredibly, this is his first win of 
this particular trophy in some 40 years of 
trying. Tris White wins the Autofarm 
Trophy, for second place for the second 
year in a row with the Stalwarts Trophy, 
awarded for third place, going to Nick 
Farmer. Our revered Chairman, Simon 
Woodall, claims fourth spot and the 
Dellow Trophy, just ahead of the well-
travelled Dean Partington, who wins the 
Cloudsman’s Trophy in fifth. 
 
Switching to the Crackington Cup this 
has been won in 2010 by someone who is 
also long on experience, Bill Bennett. 
Amazingly, Bill won his class on all twelve 
one-day events this year to ensure that 
Dave Haizelden had to settle for second 
place and the Mottershead & Smith Cup. 
Keith Sanders was an agonising 0.1 of a 
point behind Dave and so takes the 
Enthusiast’s Cup for third place ahead of 
James Shallcross who will receive the 
Mike Stephen’s Cup for fourth. Fifth 
place and the Pegasus Cup go to our 
oldest 2010 trophy winner Brian 
Alexander for his exploits in a Class 5 
Suzuki. 
 
As most of you will have known the 
chosen steeds of both Dudley and Bill are 
MG J2s: Bill’s original; Dudley’s modified 
quite a bit. But when was the last time that 
the same make and model won both the 
top trophies? 
 
Turning now to the Navigator’s League, 
Liz Bennett has retained her grip on first 
place and the Woolbridge Trophy having 
been ever-present in Bill’s car during the 
season. James Curtis takes a well-
deserved second place, and the 
Sportsman’s Trophy for his sterling work 
during the season (not least the videos on 

YouTube) with James in the Peugeot. 
Modesty forbids me from mentioning who 
came third, but it ruins my proud boast of 
never having troubled the engravers 
 
I can’t find many kind words for the Team 
Trophy. This contest reminds me of the 
parrot in the famous Monty Python sketch 
and it doesn’t show any signs of being 
better for 2011 judging by the entries that I 
have so far – one! 
 
However, the Troll Trophy 2010 was won 
by Giles Greenslade, Bill Bennett and 
Keith Sanders in spite of them not having 
scored any points since the Torbay Trial! 
 
My heartiest congratulations to all the 
trophy winners; my commiserations to 
those that didn’t quite make it, and better 
luck next year. 
 
Now to the commercials. Thank you to 
everybody whose 2011 ACTC Entry Form 
I have already received and a 
metaphorical slap on the wrist to those 
that haven’t sent them yet. And a word of 
caution. I will still be using the 2010 
database to send out SRs for events for a 
while, but you will not be credited with 
any points in any of the car tables until 
I receive your entry. This last bit is 
particularly relevant because one of our 
members would have won a major trophy 
had I received his entry before the Clee 
Hills and Exmoor events had taken place. 
 
Many of you who have sent in your 2011 
entry form and who have their SRs 
delivered electronically will have received 
an e-mail with their 2011 details and some 
will have received their 2011 ACTC 
stickers at the Allen Trial start. 
 
I will continue to acknowledge entries this 
way and attempt to hand out as many 
ACTC stickers as possible on the Exeter 
and Clee Hills trials.  
 
If you see me at either event do come and 

43 

collect your sticker-it saves the 
Association a fortune in postage. After that 
I will resort to the post for the remainder. 
Restart subscribers for whom I have a 
valid e-mail address will also receive an 
acknowledgement via the interweb. 
 
I will be starting to send out reminder e-
mails or letters to past members from 
whom I haven’t received a 2011 entry 
form. 
 
Now a word or the on the passenger 
licence system. I’ve received a number of 
queries about missing cards. In some 
cases the applicant’s name has not 

appeared on any forms that I’ve received. 
In some cases I just haven’t been able to 
read either the name, or the address or 
both. So if you or your passenger(s) are 
missing a card please get in touch and let 
me investigate. 
 
Time now to sign off with the wish that you 
all have a splendid  trialling year in 2011 
and I’ll see you at the top of hills during 
the year. 
 

Chris Phillips 
Championship Secretary 

Motorcycle 
Championships 
 
Congratulations to Tom Beckerleg and 
Simon & Debbie Eddie for winning the 
Pouncy and Red Rose leagues 
respectively. Well done. 
 
They were followed by: David Craddock 
(The Templeton Cup), Chris Poel (The 
Andrews Cup), Andrew Craddock (The 
Bude & District Cup), Then Stephen 
Bailey (me) (The Muddy Fox Trophy). 
 
The scores have been adjusted to the 
‘’Best Nine’’. Rule. 
 
For 2011 you will score a point for starting, 

and also a point for finishing.... In addition 
to the 10,9,8, etc... for placings. 
  
All the Championship Trials results will be 
split into Classes A, B1, B2, C & D. 
Regardless of the classes on the day. 
   
Organisers note: it is hoped that all 
Classic Reliability Trials from now on will 
also use the split class structure. 
  
See you all and the other Competitors & 
Guests at the ACTC Presentation Dinner 
Sat 18th June Collumpton. 
 
Have a happy Yuletide 
 

Stephen Bailey 
Motorcycle coordinator 
 

Random Jottings 
 
Ilkley Trial. So get into the Dalesway 
Hotel. Got the last room in the last place 
that did not want to rip me off for a two 
day stay. Piano stops playing, everyone 
stops talking, all heads turn to see who 
has come in. Wait ten minutes for a rather 
reluctant miss to book me in. 
 

Go up to room.. Quite a large room 
complete with a settee and a coffee table. 
Think: ‘’Have early night’’ Crash out. Get 
woken up at 11:00(pm) by banging Hard-
House Disco, from the bar downstairs, 
that is shaking the walls of the room. 
Thinks that I should have brought and 
slept in the tent. Mmmmm.... 
 
Finally the music stops at some late hour. 
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Best 9
POUNCY LEAGUE
Tom Beckerleg 9 NE 10 9 R NE 9 R NE NS 10 NE 47 47
David Craddock 10 NE 5 R 10 NE 2 0 0 10 8 0 45 45
Chris Poel 10 NE NE NE 10 NE NE NE 10 NE 9 5 44 44
Andrew Craddock 9 NE 4 NE 3 NE 6 3 2 4 6 R 37 37
Stephen Bailey R NE 7 10 6 0 6 NS 1 0 1 R 33 33
Roger Tushingham 8 NS NE NE 10 7 NE NE NE NE NE NE 25 25
Julien Slade R 7 0 R 10 5 0 NE NE NE NE 0 22 22
Stephen Grinter NS NE NE 10 6 NE NE NE 2 NE NE 0 18 18
Edward Griffin 6 NE 0 NS R NE 0 NE 0 NE 7 0 13 13
Keith Johnston 9 NE NE NE 0 NE NE 0 NE NE NE NE 9 9
Ian Jones NS NE NE NE 6 NE NE NE NE 0 NE NE 6 6
Jill Ollis NE NE NE NE 0 NE NE NE NE NE NE NE 0 0
Nicholas Ellery NS NE NE NE 0 NE NS NE NE NE NE NS 0 0
Richard Dawe NE NE NE NE NE 0 NS NS NE NE NE NE 0 0
Timothy Barker NE NE NE R NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE 0 0
Michael Wadsworth NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE 0 0
John Webb NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE 0 0

RED ROSE
Simon Eddy 9 NE 9 10 10 10 NS 6 9 10 10 5 88 83
Alexander Lidgate NE NE NE 8 6 9 NE 6 10 R 9 4 52 52
Yoshi Adams 10 10 8 9 6 8 NE NE NE NE NE NE 51 51
Ian Burton 8 NE 7 NE ESC NE NE ESC NE NE NE NE 15 15
PeterAdams 4 NE 3 5 R NE NE R NE NE NE NE 12 12

Key. NE = Non Entry.  NS = Non Starter. R = Retired. EC/SC = Entered Car/Solo Class.

Get up at 6:am feeling like I have already 
done a Lands End Trial. 
 
Exmoor Clouds Trial. So arrive at the 
Forresters arms which had an almost 
empty set of rooms at remarkably cheap 
prices.. Banjo stops playing, everyone 
stops talking, all heads turn to see who 
has come in. Bar goes back to normal. 
 
Wait five minutes for barman to stop 
chatting to his mates. Does not book me 
in. Get to room on second floor. The door 
lock rather strangely is in the doorframe 
and takes about thirty goes to figure out 
how it works. 
 
Quite a large room complete with an extra 
bed, and a fire-exit door that leads direct 

to a steel platform and a metal spiral 
staircase. (Make mental note not to push 
against the opening handle.) Think: ‘’Early 
yet’’ Have cup of coffee and some 
chocolate. TV is new fangled Didgi Box 
that has ‘’Dave’’. Watch a couple of re-
runs of ‘’Men behaving badly’’. Crash out.  
 
Get woken up at 1:30(am) by banging 
Hard-House Disco, from the bar 
downstairs, that is shaking the walls of the 
room. Mmmmm.... Music gets louder. At 
2:30 am I am thinking that sleeping in the 
van seems a better idea. 3:00am music 
stops. Get up at 6:am feeling like I have 
already done a Lands End Trial.  
 
Ho Hum, Regards 
Stephen. 
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Wheelspin Table 2010
Ex Clee Exm CoC Nor Tor LE Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Bst 9 Ttl Events

Dudley Sterry 7 9 7 10 5 8 9 1 9 9 73 74 10
Tris White 6 10 9 8 6 8 8 10 3 68 68 9
Nick Farmer 4 3 8 5 7 10 7 3 6 8 7 62 68 11
Simon Woodall 10 10 9 3 3 10 3 48 48 7
Dean Partington 9 9 5 9 8 3 43 43 6
Bill Bennett 8 4 6 5 3.5 2 9 37.5 37.5 7
Paul Bartleman 4 6 10 20 20 3
Peter Hart 8 5 6 19 19 3
Mike Workman 10 9 19 19 2
Adrian Dommett 6 10 16 16 2
Kelly Thomas 8 1 7 16 16 3
Simon Groves 5 3 6 14 14 3
Dick Bolt 3 3 2 5 13 13 4
Russell Clarke 3 5 5 13 13 3
Michael Chatwin 5 2 4 1 1 13 13 5
David Haizelden 1 1 3 6 11 11 4
Andrew Martin 6 5 11 11 2
James Shallcross 3 5 8 8 2
Nigel Moss 8 8 8 1
Tim Foster 7 7 7 1
Giles Greenslade 7 7 7 1
Stephen Potter 7 7 7 1
John White 5 2 7 7 2
Terry Ball 5 1 6 6 2
Nicola Butcher 5 1 6 6 2
Andrew Rippon 1 5 6 6 2
Keith Sanders 6 6 6 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith 5 5 5 1
Duncan Stephens 5 5 5 1
David Symons 5 5 5 1
Eric Wall 5 5 5 1
Brian Alexander 3 1 4 4 2
Mal Allen 4 4 4 1
Michael Leete 3 1 4 4 2
Colin Perryman 4 4 4 1
Claire Rippon 4 4 4 1
Duncan Welch 3 1 4 4 2
Kevin Barnes 3.5 3.5 3.5 1
David Golightly 3 3 3 1
Sticker Martin 3 3 3 1
Peter Mountain 3 3 3 1
Rory Pope 3 3 3 1
Robin Preedy 3 3 3 1
Stuart Roach 3 3 3 1
Bill Rosten 3 3 3 1
James Smith 3 3 3 1
Philip Tucker 3 3 3 1
Tony Young 3 3 3 1
Leslie Newell 3 3 3 1
Stephen Kenny 1 1 2 2 2
Tim Whellock 2 2 2 1
Paul Allaway 1 1 1 1
Stuart Harrold 1 1 1 1
Stuart Highwood 1 1 1 1
Charles Knifton 1 1 1 1
Julian Lack 1 1 1 1
John Ludford 1 1 1 1
David Miller 1 1 1 1
Jeremy Slatter 1 1 1 1
Ryan Tonkin 1 1 1 1
Neal Vile 1 1 1 1
John Wilton 1 1 1 1
Nicholas Woollett 1 1 1 1

9 Dec 2010
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Crackington Table 2010
Ex Clee Exm CoC Nor Tor LE Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Bst 9 Ttl Events

Bill Bennett 10.2 10.1 10.5 10.3 10.2 5.0 10.3 10.5 10.2 10.2 10.1 10.4 10.1 92.8 128.1 13
David Haizelden 10.4 10.5 10.5 9.6 9.6 5.0 10.5 R 9.3 R R 9.6 10.3 90.3 95.3 10
Keith Sanders 10.3 10.6 10.4 9.7 8.6 9.7 10.3 10.4 10.2 90.2 90.2 9
James Shallcross 9.4 9.4 7.5 8.6 8.6 3.0 8.5 10.7 10.3 10.3 8.6 9.3 85.2 104.2 12
Brian Alexander 7.6 6.7 3.0 9.6 9.5 10.4 1.0 7.7 9.3 9.4 9.2 79.4 83.4 11
Dick Bolt 10.0 10.3 3.0 9.5 10.7 9.6 11.0 10.9 75.0 75.0 8
Andrew Rippon R 9.6 4.0 10.4 8.7 10.4 9.4 7.0 3.0 10.0 72.5 72.5 9
Stephen Kingstone 9.3 8.6 7.4 10.3 5.7 6.6 10.5 5.7 7.4 71.5 71.5 9
John Bell 9.2 9.5 9.3 8.3 8.5 9.2 9.2 7.4 70.6 70.6 8
Peter Jones 9.6 8.4 7.7 7.6 9.4 8.7 8.4 59.8 59.8 7
Kelly Thomas 8.0 10.0 9.4 9.3 8.9 8.7 54.3 54.3 6
Simon Groves 9.0 10.5 9.7 10.6 9.9 49.7 49.7 5
John White 7.5 8.7 5.0 9.5 9.5 8.5 48.7 48.7 6
Peter Hart 11.0 10.4 5.0 10.0 10.0 46.4 46.4 5
Charles Knifton 8.4 10.6 1.0 9.7 3.0 7.6 40.3 40.3 6
Michael Chatwin 3.0 5.0 3.0 7.9 6.0 4.0 7.0 4.0 39.9 39.9 8
Giles Greenslade 9.5 9.4 10.7 9.6 39.2 39.2 4
Nick Cross 8.6 10.1 10.1 9.3 38.1 38.1 4
Michael Leete 8.5 9.4 1.0 9.6 7.5 36.0 36.0 5
Paul Bartleman 8.0 8.0 8.6 11.0 35.6 35.6 4
Mal Allen 8.0 8.0 R 3.0 6.0 10.0 35.0 35.0 5
Ryan Tonkin 8.6 9.2 9.2 6.5 33.5 33.5 4
Kevin Barnes 0.0 3.0 9.6 6.0 9.0 5.0 32.6 32.6 5
Adrian Dommett 10.7 10.6 10.7 32.0 32.0 3
Colin Biles 8.3 6.6 9.3 R 7.5 31.7 31.7 4
Murray Montgomery-Smith R 2.0 9.4 4.0 5.0 4.0 7.0 31.4 31.4 6
Adrian Tucker-Peake 7.6 7.6 7.5 8.7 31.4 31.4 4
Russell Clarke 7.0 9.0 5.0 2.0 8.0 31.0 31.0 5
Reg Salway 7.6 5.0 8.4 10.0 31.0 31.0 4
Mike Workman 11.0 11.0 6.0 28.0 28.0 3
Jim Walsh 6.5 6.6 6.5 7.6 27.2 27.2 4
Stephen Kenny 7.0 0.0 10.6 8.0 1.0 0.0 26.6 26.6 4
Philip Tucker 8.0 3.0 9.0 6.0 26.0 26.0 4
Andrew Martin 9.6 11.0 R 5.0 25.6 25.6 3
Tony Young 7.6 10.5 7.5 25.6 25.6 3
Nicola Butcher 6.7 10.4 1.0 7.5 25.6 25.6 4
John Wilton 6.5 9.2 1.0 8.4 25.1 25.1 4
Stuart Highwood 3.0 8.4 1.0 10.0 2.0 24.4 24.4 5
David Symonds 8.7 5.0 R 8.3 22.0 22.0 3
Nigel Jones 5.7 7.4 8.6 21.7 21.7 3
Gary Browning 10.3 10.3 20.6 20.6 2
Julian Lack 0.0 8.6 1.0 3.0 7.0 19.6 19.6 4
James Smith 8.6 3.0 3.0 5.0 19.6 19.6 4
Duncan Stephens 7.4 11.0 18.4 18.4 2
Leslie Newell 5.0 5.9 6.0 16.9 16.9 3
Paul Allaway 8.5 1.0 6.5 16.0 16.0 3
Neal Vile 8.4 5.6 1.0 0.0 15.0 15.0 3
Nigel Moss 6.0 9.0 15.0 15.0 2
Philip Roberts R 6.7 3.0 4.9 14.6 14.6 3
Rob Wells 6.6 4.0 4.0 14.6 14.6 3
David Miller 6.0 1.0 7.5 14.5 14.5 3
Richard Peck 7.4 6.7 14.1 14.1 2
Tim Foster 9.0 4.0 13.0 13.0 2
Bill Rosten 9.7 3.0 12.7 12.7 2
Robert Hodgkinson 6.0 6.6 R 0.0 12.6 12.6 2
Eric Wall 7.5 5.0 12.5 12.5 2
Stuart Roach 9.4 3.0 12.4 12.4 2
Terry Ball 10.5 1.0 11.5 11.5 2
David Golightly 8.3 R 3.0 11.3 11.3 2
Tristan Burn 10.7 10.7 10.7 1
Claire Rippon 10.6 19.6 10.6 1
Colin Perryman R 10.4 R R R 10.4 10.4 1
John Ludford 9.0 0.0 1.0 10.0 10.0 2
Tim Whellock 7.0 3.0 10.0 10.0 2
Dean Yarranton 5.0 5.0 0.0 10.0 10.0 2
Anthony Andrew R R 9.4 R 9.4 9.4 1
Stephen Potter 9.4 9.4 9.4 1
John Looker 8.4 8.4 8.4 1
Richard Houlgate 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 1
Brian Andrew R R 7.4 R R 7.4 7.4 1
Philip Bovill 6.9 6.9 6.9 1
Alistair McVittie 6.8 R 6.8 6.8 1

Date 10 Dec 2010
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Navigator's League 2010
Ex Clee Exm CoC Nor Tor LE Kyr Ilk T&T Edi

Liz Bennett 10.2 10.1 10.5 10.3 10.2 5.0 10.3 10.5 10.2
James Curtis 9.4 9.4 7.5 8.6 8.6 8.5 10.7 10.3
Chris Phillips 11.0 7.8 11.0 10.0 10.0
Kerry Greenland 9.3 8.6 7.4 10.3 5.7 6.6 10.5 7.4
Lorraine Rippon R 9.6 4.0 10.4 8.7 10.4
Carlie Hart 11.0 10.4 5.0 10.0
Judy Phillips 10.7 10.6
Dick Munns 8.3 9.3 R 7.5
Donny Allen 8.0 8.0 R 3.0 6.0
Jade Bray 7.4 10.0
James Kenny 7.0 0.0 10.6 1.0
Sue Ludford 9.0 0.0 1.0
Anne Whellock 6.0 3.0
Rachel Allaway 8.5
Jim Mountain 3.0 0.0 3.0
Ben Gladwyn 1.0

Team Championship 2010

Ex Clee Exm CoC Nor Tor LE Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Bst 9 Ttl Events

Giles Greenslade 9.4 9.4 10.7 DNC 9.6 R DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC
Bill Bennett 10.2 10.1 10.5 10.3 10.2 5.0 10.3 10.5 10.2 DNC 10.2 10.1 10.4 10.1
Keith Sanders 10.3 10.6 10.4 DNC 9.7 DNC 8.6 DNC DNC DNC 9.7 10.3 10.4 10.2

29.9 30.1 31.6 29.5 121.1 121.1 4

Dave Haizelden 10.4 10.4 10.5 9.6 9.6 5.0 10.5 R 9.3 DNC R R 9.6 10.3
James Shallcross 9.4 9.4 7.5 8.6 8.6 3.0 8.5 10.7 10.3 0.0 DNC 10.3 8.6 9.3
Adrian Dommett DNC DNC DNC DNC 10.7 DNC 10.6 DNC DNC DNC 10.7 DNC DNC DNC

28.9 29.6 58.5 58.5 2

Paul Bartelman 8.0 DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC 8.0 DNC DNC DNC DNC 8.6 DNC 11.0
Simon Groves DNC 9.0 DNC DNC DNC DNC 10.5 DNC 9.7 DNC DNC 10.6 DNC 9.9
Dudley Sterry 9.0 11.0 7.0 7.8 11.0 5.0 10.0 3.9 10.0 1.0 10.0 9.9 9.0 2.0

28.5 29.1 22.9 80.5 80.5 3

Sticker Martin DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC 3.0 DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC
Arnie Martin 9.6 11.0 DNC DNC R 5.0 DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC
Dick Bolt DNC DNC 10.0 DNC 10.3 3.0 9.5 DNC 10.7 DNC DNC 9.6 11.0 10.9
Tris White 10.0 10.6 11.0 8.8 7.0 DNC 11.0 11.0 9.4 DNC 10.4 10.9 11.0 0.0

11.0 11.0 11.0 1
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
7th January 2011 Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
23rd January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
30th January Exmoor North Devon Championship (C/M) 
6th February Cotswold Clouds Stroud Championship (C) 
6th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
13th February Launceston Launceston * 
19th February Northern Fell Side Championship (C/M) 
19th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC * 
27th February Chairmans Holsworthy Championship (M) 
5th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
6th March March Hare Falcon ACTC invite 
6th March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
13th March Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 
19th March Hereford VSCC * 
20th March Torbay Torbay Championship (C/M) 
20th March Bovey Down Windwhistle * 
9th April Scottish VSCC * 
10th April Kyrle Ross Championship (C) 
16th April Kimber MGCC * 
22nd April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
25th April Presidents Camel Vale * 
15th May  Ilkley Ilkley Championship (C/M) 
11th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
1st October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
8th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC invite 
8th October Welsh VSCC * 
16th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
23rd October Tamar Launceston Championship (C/M) 
30th October Tarka North Devon MC Championship (M) 
5th November Lakeland VSCC * 
13th November Hardy Woolbridge ACTC invite 
27th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
27th November Neil Wescott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
4th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 
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