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EDITORIAL 
Editor: Mrs Pat Toulmin 
Northbrook                                                             Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands                                                      Jonathan Toulmin 
Heath End                                                             Tel: 01789 731332     
Snitterfield                                                              jonathan@toulmin.info                    
Stratford on Avon                                            
CV37 0PP                                                      
Tel:   01789 731332                                                ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
pat@toulmin.info                                                                
 
For this issue I will give most of the editorial space over to Ann Whellock, with her reply 
to a comment Jonathan made in an earlier edition of Restart.  
 
One interesting comment re the Clee. Nigel Stroud, whose article can be found on page 
13 was rather alarmed when he received the entry list for what would be his first ACTC 
trial. He emailed me to say he would be driving the oldest car (a 1929 Ford Model A) 
and wondered whether he was being sensible? I replied by saying that he had entered 
class 0, which caters specially for such cars, so not to worry and go for it! He did and 
won his class……… well done him. 

Dear Pat.  
 
It's always good to see Restart magazine land on the doormat. I read the story about the 
Ebworth Trial by Jonathan and thought I'd respond to his idea of a testing trial as he mentions in 
the last paragraph. Windwhistle Motor Club organises just such a trial in the woods at Bovey 
Down at the end of April. April 2010 will be the 6th so its probably the newest trial in the 
calendar. Lots of drivers, sadly not Jonathan so far, have found it invaluable for testing their cars 
and driving skills, novices enjoy the challenge, younger drivers are encouraged and the marshals 
are super friendly. It's a non championship round, it offers 25+ sections for £25.00, about £1.00 a 
section. But next year the price may go up a £1.00 or two to cover increased fees.  
 
You get three laps of the circuit round the woods, so three goes at each section, including 
Normans Hump and Clinton as used on the Exeter Trial in January which can be just as 
challenging in daylight as they are in the dark, especially going down! Over the years, with kind 
permission from the landowners, Windwhistle Motor Club has created some wiggly sections in 
and out of the trees to add variety. Catering courtesy of Sid Vale Carnival Club may be unrivalled 
I dont know you'll have to ask the competitors. Portaloo supplied. Entries are always around the 
40 mark so there is not too much queuing. This year two journalists from Practical Classics 
entered in two totally unsuitabe classic cars as featured in the August issue. They did not finish 
but had a great day out. Next year the event takes place on Sunday April 25th. So for a 'non-
competitive event where you can practice your trials driving and carry out a few experiments 
such as effects of tyre pressures, ballast and gear choice' look no further than the April Bovey 
Down Trial organised by Windwhistle Motor Club 
 
Ann Whellock 
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T he traditional taboo of editors and 
columnists is that you should not 
blow your own trumpet, but I find 
myself still slightly stunned by my 

recent successes. Clearly victory at this 
game can be likened to the buses. You 
wait 30 years for one, then two turn up at 
once! 
 
There has been a lot of discussion, and 
not a little rear bending, during the last 
couple of months on the subject of noise. 
Our events are subject to the noise 
regulations laid down in the Blue Book, 
and the official limits are 100db(A) when 
measured at half a metre from the exhaust 
outlet or 88db(A) when measured at two 
metres from the side of the car. Both 
reading are to be taken at 4,500rpm. 
However, these readings were originally 
derived for vehicles competing in far more 
controlled environments than those that 
we traverse. 
 
We travel through places where the 
general public is free to roam without 
hindrance from ourselves and where they 
are more likely to hear the cars on “full 
chat” rather than at some specified 
number of revs which is not that easy to 
measure when the majority of competing 
cars do not have rev counters. As I have 
said before, our scrutineer has a noise 
meter which is being used to measure 
comparative noise in an attempt to identify 
which cars, if any, are significantly noisier 
that the others. When sufficient statistics 
have been garnered to be sure that there 
are no anomalies the ACTC Council will 
draw the attention of the noisiest drivers to 
the situation. This may seem a little wooly, 
but I believe that it will produce a more 

equitable outcome. Non the less, should a 
particular vehicle seem to be far, far 
beyond that of the majority, it will not 
prevent the driver being encouraged to 
make immediate provision to resolve the 
issue. For those of you who believe that 
we should have specific, objective, 
measurable levels of acceptable noise, I 
would point out that the current 
environmental legislation does not specify 
exact decibel readings, yet the Police are 
empowered to stop vehicles they deem to 
be noisy using only their own subjective 
opinion. Our first priority therefore has to 
be to ensure that we stay on the good side 
of such people. 
 
In the last issue I outlined a proposal from 
the class 1 fraternity to allow the fitment of 
Quaife diffs to their cars. Whilst the proper 
forum for detailed discussion of this 
proposal is ACTC Council, I would like to 
pass on a comment/ suggestion made by 
Julian Fack. The Quaife diff works by 
having a series of worm gears that bind 
against each other when under load, and 
it is this binding effect that causes the slip 
limiting effect. If one were to replace the 
worm gears with straight cut gears, they 
would not bind, and therefore their slip 
would be unlimited. This would create a 
strong but free diff. Anyone willing to try it? 
 
I recently had a query from the owner of 
an MG “D” (a vehicle of similar age to the 
J2 which Bill Bennett campaigns) 
regarding which class it would be eligible 
for. Alas, not class 2 for this vehicle had 
had its engine and gearbox replaced by a 
post-war A-Series. This would put it into 
class 7’s “modified beyond” group, where 
it would probably not be very competitive. 
This prompted me to wonder if there is 
any mileage in extending the current class 
5b specification to include class 2 vehicles 
fitted with full production bodywork but 
with post-war engines. What does anyone 
else think? (No response needed from 
Spridget owners, I’ve a fairly good idea 
what you would all think about this!) 
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I  ended my last Sect’s Spin with the 
words that I hoped to see many smiling 
faces at the club supper after the 
Exeter. Well despite the trial having to 

be cancelled due to all the snow and ice 
the club supper actually went ahead. One 
hundred plus hearty souls made their way 
to Babbacombe and sat down for the 
meal. I drove down to Babbacombe on a 
beautiful sunny and very quiet Saturday 
afternoon with Richard and Celia 
Andrews. All the ‘shopping lemmings’ had 
been put off by tales of more snow and ice 
and stopped at home leaving the M5 
virtually deserted. We checked into our 
usual base at The Anchorage Hotel and 
then managed a walk along the windswept 
sea front: it was very cold! So cold we 
stopped for refreshment in a pub. Then to 
the Trecarn, first time I have ever seen the 
carpet in reception, it’s usually covered in 
blue plastic sheeting. There were even a 
few motorcycles outside the hotel door, 
what hardy people.  
 
Most of the people attending the supper 
looked smarter than usual wearing clothes 
that had not spent 24 hours crushed into a 
bag in a trials car or bike. A good meal, 
just a pity that the MCC had not managed 
to get the awards to Babbacombe for all 
the award winners that made their way 
there. But wonder of wonders, you could 
actually hear what the various speakers 
were saying. Most people then retired to 
the bar, which was still serving very late. 
Sunday morning, grey skies with snow 
falling, a good breakfast and then off 
home. The snow was not sticking to the 
roads so caused no problem and we 
made it home by lunchtime. 
 
I am now really looking forward to the 
Exeter Centenary run in May. 
Commiserations to Tim Whellock and his 
team for all that hard work. I believe they 
made the correct sensible decision to 
cancel. The frozen snow and ice on the 
minor roads was horrendous.  
 

Some may have noticed that I have not 
competed on any trials so far this year. 
The reason is I am having what I think 
they call a ‘sabbatical I have just got a 
little bored of late so have parked up the 
Troll for a well earned rest. I went up to 
Church Stretton with a few Ross Club 
members for a days marshalling on the 
Clee Hills Trial. We were directed to 
Stretford Wood where Greg Dixon-Smith 
was in charge. Panic when we got there 
as someone had locked the barrier on the 
exit and used a padlock for which no one 
had a key, so I said ‘lets try my Forest of 
Dean key’ and it worked, panic over. I 
managed to get positioned up above the 
mud hole where Stretford Wood 1 and 3 
merged. Saw just 12 class 7 and 8 cars 
past me during the morning and in the 
afternoon not a single car got as far as my 
point. A great day in the woods with the 
sun out and protected from the wind. 
Congratulations to Chairman Simon on a 
fine win. 
 
Went down to Goodwood on the 6th Feb. 
where I was co-driver in an ex works 
Triumph TR7 V8 on the Southdown 
Stages single venue rally. The car was 
one that I had co-driven in way back in 
1979 when I was part of the works team. 
A great day out with lots of old friends. 
 
Next day was off to the Stroud Cotswold 
Clouds Trial with a car full of Ross 
marshals. In fact we were going to 
Nailsworth to run ‘The Ladder’. This year 
‘The Ladder’ had two restart lines, the 
lower one for classes 3 to 6 and the upper 
one for classes 7 and 8. I got to run the 7 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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and 8 restart. It was surprising that a 
number of competitors had not read the 
instructions and stopped between the two 
restarts thinking it was a box. I thought the 
C of C had been very kind positioning the 
7 and 8 restart a good car length below 
the rock step. We had some great climbs, 
good climbs and poor climbs. I voted Kelly 
Thomas in Paul Bartleman’s Troll the 
climb of the day; no fuss no wheel-spin no 
engine revs. Eric Wall put on a good show 
in his Austin 7, he had no restart but his 
car leapt a good two feet in the air as it 
went over the step, not much damping on 
an Austin 7. There had been a number of 
hold-ups at the earlier hills, which meant 
we were about an hour late in finishing our 
hill, so we then retired to The Lodge up on 
the common as there was not time to get 
to a later hill and we were in need of 
refreshment. 
 
Here in Ross-on-Wye we are all busy with 
the organisation of the 33rd Kyrle Classic 
Trial. This year it runs on Sunday 18th 
April. The regulations will be sent out soon 
and will be on the Ross & District Motor 

Sports Club website. Our new C of C 
Derek Tyler has some different ideas, 
come along and climb our ‘mountains in 
the sun’. 
 
Noise, the Technical Committee of the 
ACTC is still very concerned at the noise 
made by some trials cars. Noise is very 
offensive where there are houses adjacent 
to a hill. John Blakely has been taking 
measurements with a noise meter when 
cars are actually under full power climbing 
a hill. There have been a number of 
‘human’ noise meters out on some recent 
trials. Their ears tell them that flat four VW 
engines fitted with the little ‘cherry bombe’ 
type silencer are the major culprits. One 
noisy class 4 car from last year has now 
been effectively silenced, so it can be 
done. 
 
Lastly can I remind all ACTC delegates 
that the next meeting is at the Majors 
Retreat on Sunday 9th May, see you there. 
 

Stuart Harrold 

Stephen & John  Kenny on the Northern Trial. Brothers and both class winners. Wonder 
if this has ever happened before?                                                   (Photo by Dave Cook) 
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My First Classic Trial, Clee Hills 
2010 

by Phil Hyde 
 

H aving done PCTs for a year I 
decided to have a go at some 
classic trials, The Clee Hills was 
going to be my first and 

preparation was started well in advance 
and also a decision was made not to 
travel up and back and do the trial in one 
day, with over 4 hours travelling each way. 
So a night out in the van it was. I was 
going to just put an inflatable bed on the 
floor and sleep on that, but after a bit of 
thought a bed that was off the floor would 
be better with the advantage of storage 
underneath for the normal stuff you might 
need. 
 
Not being a cabinet maker a quick and 
simple solution was needed, so an old 
door, a modern one being light was soon 
found and some basic legs were added for 
support, this was quick and easy to make 
and quick to take out if needed. A few 
mod cons were added - a porta potti and 
cooker and later a heater. My main 
problem with doing any event was down to 
not having a passenger, my daughter 
bless her sits in with me on our local 
PCTs, but the very mention of sleeping in 
the van, up at the crack of dawn and 
getting cold and covered in mud didn’t go 
down very well at all. Luckily for me a 
fellow Liegest said his new passenger 
could sit in with me as his dad was going 
to passenger him, brilliant. 
 
Time flies so quickly and in next to no time 
it was the weekend and the lists I had 
made over the last two weeks had been 
ticked off and double-checked. 
Unfortunately I had to work all day 
Saturday, then take the dog out, shower, 
get something to eat and a take short nap 
before setting off. Finally left about 8.30 
and just over 4 hours later I had arrived 
and parked up and after a quick cup of tea 

I finally put my head down at about 
1.15am. 5 minutes later the alarm woke 
me up – it seems like 5 minutes, but was 
in fact about 6.15am and after a cup of tea 
and a doze and I was brought back to 
reality by banging noises. Looking outside 
people were arriving and unloading their 
cars from their trailers, opening the door I 
was instantly woken up by a cold icy blast 
then quickly back inside to find thermals 
hat coat and gloves and to set about 
unloading the car from the trailer. Soon I 
was off to scrutineering suitably attired in 
cold weather gear and with the demister 
on (the only heat in the car) With a bit of a 
queue I was able to warm my hands by 
putting them on the demister vents, but I 
couldn’t quite manage my feet though. 
 
I got through scrutineering and then it was 
over to the Craven Arms Hotel to park up 
and to get the route card and sign on. On 
opening the door the heat wave that hits 
you almost takes your breath away, now 
being somewhat over dressed for the 
conditions I was soon warming up (but not 
my feet) and I made a bee line for the 
bacon rolls and coffee. Made 
acquaintance with my new passenger 
Stephen Haynes and fellow Liege owners, 
Kevin Barnes, Julian Lack and Steve 
Kenny, final things needed doing to the 
car - roof off, numbers on and yellow 
sticker on. 
 
We were soon of and following the route 
card, now this being our first classic trial 
and not having seen a route card before 
we were soon lost. After we had turned 
around we noticed a Marlin had done the 
same so we followed him and came to the 
Ratlinghope special test. This was a 
speed regularity test, with an average 
speed of 7.5mph. The start was on a 
slope over some rough ground and then 
through a ford and up a track to stop 
astride the line. Managed it OK but found 
the Marlin had broken down out of the 
section and was trying to source the 
problem. 
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On to Gattens Gamble, which is a long 
track with a restart for almost everyone. 
As before we got completely lost and were 
going up and down roads trying to find our 
directions, luck was with us as the other 
Lieges came by and we were able to go in 
convoy, with us bringing up the rear and 
very soon we were at Priors Halt. A bit of 
a queue and wait here, chance for some 
light refreshment and natter. My turn now 
from the start a right turn and a slope that 
steepens with deep ruts and very slippery, 
didn’t do that well with a 7. On coming 
down from the section I put the car into 
reverse and with a loud grinding and bang 
found that it had put the gear into 3rd and 
wouldn’t move, so with the help of some 
marshals help they pushed the car down 
the hill. This is a common fault with 
Reliant gearboxes, but was soon put right 
with about 15 minutes of fiddling. 
 
Priors Holt 2 was up a bank and then a 
sharp turn left. It had a bumpy stoney 
surface and we managed a clean. Priors 
Holt 3 was straight up with a short sharp 
steep stoney bank and a slippery climb up 
and we again managed a clean. Long 
Mynd special test was up a hard track, all 
wheels over BB reverse and back to AA 
and we managed an average time and 
had to be gentle when going into reverse. 
 
Going in convoy again on to Strefford 
Wood, where there was a bit of a wait 
while others are having to reverse off the 
section and back out of the track. Steve 
Kenny went first and made a 5 and I was 
next, with instructions of flat out!!. Getting 
going was a problem with next to no grip 
at all, but I did manage to slowly move 
and only made it for a 10, Kevin Barnes 
also had a 10 with Julian Lack a 12. 
 
Off we go again, four Liege in formation 
and on to Flounders Folly, start at the gate 
turn right through the gate then left 
through trees, it was very slippery and 
muddy. Steve managed to get further than 
the rest of us a 7 this time with the rest of 
us on 9s. 

Longville Special Test. Along a track turn 
left then up a hill stop with wheels over BB 
then reverse and stop on CC. Got over BB 
reversed back and tried to go forward but 
no traction at all eventually reversed back 
to the corner and had a run up then made 
it but forgot to stop on CC, so a fail for me. 
Steve managed it while Kevin and Julian 
had fails as well. 
 
On to the next section and we somehow 
managed to lose the others on route as 
we took another wrong turn, luckily we 
didn’t go to far this time and caught them 
up at Easthope1. This is in the woods, 
which means mud, mud, mud and more 
mud! From the start the section has deep 
ruts and is very slippery; and it is also 
long. This time Kevin managed to get 
slightly further than the rest of us, with 
Kevin on 8 and the rest of us on 9s. 
 
Majors Leap is a straight run on mud and I 
didn’t do too well with a 9.Kevin an 8,
Julian on 7 and Steve on 6. A short 
journey and next the Jenny Wind, a short 
wait the section a long climb up a very 
slippery muddy slope up through the 
trees, there was quite a bit of traction 
lower down but this quickly goes away, 
Julian and Steve on 4, me on 5 and Kevin 
a 6. 
 
Harley Bank. This section runs 90 degrees 
to the track so you wait for the previous 
car to clear the section and reverse onto 
the track so you are across it and then up 
a slippery rutted hill, Steve again showing 
how it should be done with a clean for 
him, myself a 4, Kevin an 8 and Julian a 
12 (he must have stalled or something??)  
 
Now things started to go a bit awry, as 
after leaving Harley Bank we went down 
the track and turned left into another 
"section " or so we thought! Two Marlins 
had got stuck up a hill and one had gone 
to pull the other out. Steve Kenny also 
went up and pulled both Marlins out with 
his Liege!! Then one of them tried again 
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this time getting further but had to be 
rescued by a 4x4. Steve Kenny said he 
could make it up and had no problems, 
followed by Kevin, myself and then Julian. 
This track was very rough with large deep 
ruts and adverse camber, so we fought 
our way along only to find that it didn’t go 
anywhere and there was nowhere to turn 
around either. Julian tried to reverse back 
but to no avail, meanwhile Steve had 
managed with the aid of his son to turn the 
Liege around in about 12 feet of space to 
turn and there was a steep bank going 
down through the trees, which is where 
we didn’t want to end up, so with much 
shunting we all managed to turn our cars 
around and head back down the track. 
After a short break where Julian took 
some photos of our very muddy cars, the 
only damage was to my number plates, 
one broken and one missing, Kevin 
meanwhile was missing his front 
mudguard and judging by the mud in the 
car and on his dad it must have been 
missing for quite a while. 
 
There was 
one more 
section to go 
Meadowley 
Wood. We 
had to wait 
on the main 
r o a d 
otherwise we 
would have 
blocked the 
lane. About 4 
cars were 
a l l o w e d 
through at 
any time to 
allow access 
for other road 
users. A 
sharp turn 
from the road and over a bank to the start, 
up hill with tree stumps and being very 
muddy, Steve again showing us how to do 
it, Julian also a clean myself a 3 and Kevin 

a 10. I was wondering why I was getting a 
stiff neck and it finally dawned on me that 
all the reversing I had done during the day 
was literally a pain in the neck! 
 
That’s it now back to the Craven Arms to 
sign off and get my finishers certificate. I 
loaded the car onto the trailer, put the 
kettle on and had something to eat and 
then a bit of shut-eye was in order. Finally 
left about 8.00pm and arrived home some 
4+ hours later. Twelve hours later and 
hoping to be suitably refreshed I awoke to 
a stinking cold, obviously due to too much 
fresh air. 
 
A week later I still have a cold but am 
preparing for my next trial the Cotswold 
Clouds. The Clee was my first trial and I 
thought that doing 2 loops was a good 
idea, as the waits on the sections were not 
too long. Overall a good event, well 
organized, with sections that were not to 
damaging and were challenging I just 
need to do some route card skills and get 
climatised to open roof driving. 

Phil  Hyde & Stephen Haynes on the 
Jenny Wind 
 

(Photo by Adam Clarke) 
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The 2010 Clee Hills Trial 
by James Shallcross 

 

I  had a great day on last year’s Clee 
Hills and both myself and my friend Lee 
Huck got our entries for this year in 
early to make sure we wouldn’t miss 

out. Unfortunately Lee could not make it 
as the rear axle on his 205 was damaged 
and needed replacing, another was fitted 
but during adjustment to the torsion bars 
to raise the ride height he discovered that 
one side of the newly purchased 
“reconditioned” axle was actually seized. 
Making this discovery at midnight on the 
Thursday evening before the trial left him 
with no option. 
 
I had my own last minute pre-event 
concerns to deal with, culminating in a 
somewhat physical argument with my 
home printer debating whether or not it 
had run out of ink. It won, so I had to 
make a detour into work on the way to 
Craven Arms to print our scrutineering 
card. Driving up to Craven Arms there was 
less snow on the hills than I expected, 
with no rain forecast and temperatures 
above freezing the weather was on our 
side. Breezed through scrutineering after 
some inspections of our brake bias valve 
and pipework. In addition to the standard 
cable operated system we now have a 
hydraulic handbrake, the fitting of which 
required a bias valve to stop the rear 
brakes locking every time the footbrake 
was pressed. The words “brake bias” 
raised some eyebrows but clarification 
that this adjustable bias was front to rear 
and not side-to-side alleviated the 
concern. 
  
Sign on dealt with, route card issued, hot 
coffee drunk. Chat about (false) rumours 
of my old grey 205 coming out to play 
again and discussions that class 1 is 
looking good this year, Nick Farmer (who 
was Dave Haizelden’s navigator for the 
day) has bought Paul Allaway's red Astra, 
Paul has prepared a Nova, James? 

Hellings bought Mike Collins’ white Golf, 
so it should be a real good year of 
competition. And of course Dave has 
added another several tonnes of lead to 
the Golf and had to get his quaife 
upgraded to cope with it. 
  
After a short drive on roads that were still 
slightly icy, we arrived at Flounders Folly. 
Even though we had just watched Dave 
clean the section my brain wasn't in "nail 
it" trials mode. I went a little too slow and 
lost the small chance I had to gain some 
momentum and we ended up at the 5-
marker just before the section deviated 
right. I suggested that my navigator slap 
me around the face before the first section 
of the next trial to wake me up and remind 
me that I’m about to do a trials section not 
just a nice drive around the countryside. 
Charles Knifton in his 205 was next in and 
made it 6 followed by Duncan Stephens in 
his Nova. He was a little too cautious with 
his tyre pressures and ended up at the 9-
marker. 
  
My mood didn’t improve after the Longville 
Special Test – which we failed. This was a 
timed test up a gravel track, you could not 
see much past the start line and from the 
sounds of previous cars it didn’t seem like 
too much of a problem. We set off from A 
at a good pace and got round the corner 
to see that line B was on a short steep nip 
just before the end of the track. I should 
have backed up a lot further behind B 
before trying to make it to C, 3 attempts 
later we finally made it. Another section 
learned! In the (very unlikely for me) 
scenario of chasing Wheelspin points, the 
restart location on this test definitely 
favoured the higher classes, although over 
half of class 7 and 8 also failed. 
  
Easthope 1 looked very similar to last 
year, a straight mud track up through the 
trees with 3 ruts (2 tyre tracks and a diff 
dragger down the middle from the Escorts 
that had just attempted the section). We 
did our best to plough the ruts for the 
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following competitors, making it to the 8-
marker. The hairpin right on Ippikin’s Rock 
felt easier than last year, we just made it 
round without hitting the bank, no 
problems. 
  
The Jenny Wind looked as daunting as 
ever, Dave got a great getaway and flew 
around the 90 right at the start and stayed 
off the previous cars tracks a little to the 
left, absolutely flying along. This was 
going well until a lack of steering and a 
rudely positioned tree hindered the Golf’'s 
progress as the 6. And only moments 
earlier Dave had said “don’t worry about 
the tree it will steer itself round it”! No 
major damage done though other than to 
Nick Farmer’s underwear. We didn’t get 
as much speed up at the bottom but made 
it around the tree to a 5. 
  
A short way along the track we found a 
properly functioning Harley Bank. Last 
year the deviation was removed for 
reasons I was never entirely clear of, this 
year we were greeted by the tightest of 
hairpin lefts on muddy clay once we left 
the main track, we got to where 
everyone’s tracks ran out at the 5. 
 
Next up was Castle Hill - a find of a great 
"MCC style" hill from the archives by 
Simon Woodall. The hill was last trialled in 
1949 and the locals were out spectating 
and seemed to be enjoying seeing the 
cars go up. It was not a stopper but 
presented more of a challenge than the 
relatively tame Ratlinghope and Gattens 
Gamble, which followed. They are both 
great old county roads with superb views 
at the summit and the organisers did their 
best to make our ascents a little more 
interesting.  
 
On Ratlinghope we had a regularity test - 
7.5mph for 1/8 mile. My maths wasn’t 
quick enough to work out how long it 
should have taken, also we didn’t think to 
get a stopwatch going. We did it in 41 
seconds and then discovered we were 

supposed to do it in 60! I think I 
overcompensated for going slowly through 
the ford at the start. I love the view at the 
top, what wasn’t so good was the view of 
white smoke coming out of the exhaust 
during our descent down the other side. 
Seems to be smoking after a few minutes 
on idle....  
 
Gattens Gamble was spiced up with 
pressure limits and a restart for all but 
class 0. It presented little problem and 
provided us with another wonderful view, 
along with a truly freezing wind, which we 
weren’t quite prepared for. More smoke on 
the way down... The route to Priors Holt 
took us past what was my favourite 
section from last years trial – Allez ‘Oop. 
The sun was out and blinding, as it was 
last year and this reminded me of our 
ascent with somewhat limited vision from 
last year. It is a great shame that we could 
not approach Priors Holt from the top and 
take in the amazing views along the 
Shropshire Way and I hope this will not be 
a route lost forever. Hopefully the 
landowner will come up with a slightly 
more realistic “toll” than the figure not far 
short of £4 per car that he asked for this 
year! 
  
Once into the Priors Holt forest the 
competition continued. On Priors Halt 1 
Dave’s tyres looked the flattest I’ve ever 
seen them, they took him all the way 
round the right-hander to 4. We sucked 
the last gasps of air from our front wheels 
and sent the 205 into battle, coming away 
with the same score. Priors Holt 2 proved 
to be easier although the surface actually 
looked less grippy with some snow 
remaining on the less used left hand 
tracks, we made it out the top and along 
some long mud tracks through the forest.  
 
Priors Holt 3 was a short sharp bumpy 
blast but cannot be taken too quickly, 
another one cleaned. At the top Dave 
offered a wager (who bought the drinks at 
the finish) based on our times on the 
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following Long Mynd Special Test – which 
I love. It must have been rockier than he 
remembered as once he got to the start 
line the wager was off. No point breaking 
a car over a round of drinks. And having a 
bent wishbone from the tree collision 
earlier on probably swayed the decision a 
bit! 
 
A short drive back to Craven Arms saw us 
leaving the town again by the same road 
we had in the morning, much less icy at 
this time of day. Soon we were at the 
fearsome Strefford Wood, which us mere 
mortals in class 1 have not visited before. 
We entered the wood by a different route 
to class 7/8 and were greeted by a short 
queue for Strefford Wood 2, a section that 
was currently out of sight but certainly not 
out of earshot. Car after car headed up on 
the rev limiter, everybody making it 
through but making it sound like extremely 
hard work. Dick Bolt’s Duratec powered 
Escort wins my award for the best engine-
on-limiter exhaust 
note! We had a 
fun climb, almost 
col lect ing up 
Dave Cook as we 
bounced our way 
up the bank on 
the left and there 
was more grip in 
the clay than I 
expected.  
  
The final section 
of the day was 
Strefford Wood 
3 - fearsome ruts 
in grass and clay 
at the start and 
then a little used 
forest clearing 
track with stumps, 
h o l e s ,  m u d , 
grass, ruts, everything!. There was a small 
queue here, which was good as it meant 
we got to see a few cars go up before us. 
The mudslide at the 11-marker proved 
tough for all the RWD classes, stopping all 

of classes 3 and 5. Giles Greenslade had 
an awesome climb in his Beetle making it 
to 4. 
 
By Dave’s reckoning we were 8 points 
behind him before this section, he got up 
to 8 and stopped there to wind us up, 
knowing that we would have to clean the 
section to beat him. Full attack, we got 
past the 8 and disappeared out of sight 
still going. Dave looked slightly worried 
and said to Nick Farmer “he won’t make it, 
will he???” We did make it some way 
further up this very bumpy and slippy 
track, unfortunately we got a puncture and 
the rim was just spinning in the tyre just 
before the 5. It was the longest single run 
at full chat I have ever done and the 
section markers carried on out of sight! A 
really enjoyable section to finish a superb 
day’s trialing.  
 
All in all, an excellent trial, no delays and 
plenty of spectators too! Roll on 2011. 

James Shallcross & James Curtis on 
Strefford 3 
 

(Photo by Jonathan Toulmin) 
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The 2010 Clee Hills Trial in a 
1929 Ford Model A Sport 
Coupe 

by Nigel Stroud 
 

O ur hastily purchased Ford Model 
A had required considerable 
work following our first trial in 
October at the VSCC Cotswold 

event. New front spring, brake overhaul, 
water pump, you name it, it needed it! So 
we thought we should do another trial 
ASAP to test it out and that the Clee Hills 
trial would be a relatively easy one to 
do…. WRONG! 
 
Our day started out very early on the 
Saturday morning aiming to get to Craven 
arms one hour before our allotted time of 
departure of 10:13am which we achieved, 
only to find nowhere left to park the trailer 
and not realising scrutineering was not at 
the hotel. Suffice to say we got it sorted 
out and were ready for the off. It was a 
surprise to see so many ‘moderns’ and 
very few oldies and some rather special 
looking specials. We got a few odd looks 
from some of the regulars who obviously 
thought our old bus wouldn’t stand as 
chance, but it was a generally warm 
atmosphere at the hotel and off we went. 
 
The directions to all the sections were 
excellent (as we didn’t get lost once) and 
the lanes were very icy and as scary as 
the sections. The old Ford is bad enough 
to steer in a straight line as it was without 
ice to contend with, but we eventually 
arrived at Flounders Folly. It was here 
that the handbrake ratchet slipped as I 
was about to let the tyres down, leaving 
our Jenny sweating in the passenger seat, 
luckily we just managed to yank it on 
again, yet another job on the ever 
increasing job list! 
 
Well we didn’t get very far up that section 
due possibly to the fact we decided not to 
engage any dickey seat bouncers for this 

event (anyway that was our excuse!) On 
to the next one, Harton Wood ’muddy 
lane, some roots’ well we were doing OK 
with some serious bouncing/rocking until 
we came across the first root and that was 
that! 
 
Then came Easthorpe 1 ‘mud and ruts’ 
and again we were unable to get further 
than the first flag! Getting a bit depressed 
now, although we noticed other 
competitors in our class having similar 
problems. So then came the Longville 
Special Test, which again we were 
unable to complete, although quite chuffed 
as we got round the bend and saw the 
finish… 
 
Ippikins Rock ‘sharp hairpin right on 
stony track’ was the next one after a much 
needed coffee break and a pee. Well this 
one cheered us up no end, as it was a 
question of bottle and commitment (or just 
adrenalin!) but we made it to the top at 
last! 
 
The next one made us laugh The Jenny 
Wind ‘soil over hard base’ (Jenny’s wind?) 
but didn’t get very far on that one…far too 
slippery. A short distance then to Harley 
Bank 1, which for our class was a 
relatively easy one, completed with hoots 
of laughter from inside the car! 
 
17 road miles to the next section…even 
with our tyres re-inflated the old girl has a 
mind of its own on the open road and is 
more nerve racking to drive than on the 
sections! Arrived at Castle Hill ‘mud, rock, 
slab’ after some excellent directions where 
we were told everyone has cleared it…no 
pressure then! Well this one really rattled 
the old girl and we could see the bonnet 
trying to part company with the radiator 
surround and on reflection we should have 
gone a bit slower, but you can never tell 
what’s lurking round the next bend, eh? 
Passed the orange Marina at the top, 
which had had a puncture, so we got off 
pretty lightly I suppose! 
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Stopped for a bite of lunch with 
exceptional views all around us…worth 
doing the trial just for that! On to the next 
one, Ratlinghope (we were quite used to 
a bit of rattling!) This was a special test 
involving a set speed over the allotted 
distance and through a picturesque ford. 
Well this was sheer guesswork as our 
peculiar oval speedometer is about 90% 
out of kilter. We got a knowing smile from 
the marshal the other end, which of 
course could be a bad thing. 
 
One mile to Gattens’s Gamble ‘mud over 
stony track’ Well with plenty of welly we 
howled up that one and didn’t need to get 
towed out by a rather ominous looking 
Centurian tank we saw lurking in the 
farmyard! Rod brakes and transverse leaf 
springs seemed to be fighting each other 
all the way down the other side, which 
was far more scary than the section itself! 
We felt quite smug when we came across 
an A7 out on the tarmac road, which had 
been unable 
to complete 
the section 
and were a 
b i t  l os t 
having had 
to come out 
a n o t h e r 
way. 
 
Another 12 
miles and 
on to Priors 
H o l t  2 
‘ s t o n y 
s u r f a c e , 
right bend’ 
and again 
this was 
situated in 
b e a u t i f u l 
countryside. Got up that one as well but 
should have kept going at the top round 
the bend as we then had to be towed out 
as it was way too slippery from a standing 
start. 

 
Just a short distance then to Long Mynd 
Special Test ‘timed test on a hard track’. 
It was lucky for us that Jenny had to take 
an important phone call, which gave me 
time to study the instructions, which could 
have easily been interpreted the wrong 
way. So we attacked the section with 
some confidence and did alright, 
unfortunately I hadn’t explained to Jenny 
what we were going to do so she was a bit 
aghast by the finish!  
 
Back to the pub then with the feeling that 
we had done OK for only our second trial 
and were welcomed with some hand 
clapping as we turned into the car park. 
Had a good natter with some of our fellow 
competitors.  
 
Would we do it again?…. You bet! A big 
‘thank you’ to the organisers and marshals 
for giving us a great day out. 
 

Nigel & Jenny Stroud, Ford Model A, on 
Castle Hill 
 

(Photo by Adrian Tucker-Peake) 
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The 2010 Clee Hills Trial 
by Michael Leete 

 

I t was an early start for our journey up 
the M1, M6 and M54 to Craven Arms. 
Wouldn’t it be nice if motorways were 
always that empty! Formalit ies 

completed we were soon on our way to 
section 10 while classes 7 and 8 started 
with section one, all part of the Clee’s 
double loop system. The reality is that the 
trial is very different for the 7 and 8 
compared to what lesser mortals have to 
contend with, as a lot of the hills are quite 
different. 
 
We had almost ideal weather this year. 
There was still a little snow on the hilltops 
but not enough to interfere with getting to 
the sections. Whilst I’m sure the 
organisers spend the days before the trial 
looking at weather, hoping it isn’t going to 
snow, some us think a bit of the white stuff 
makes life more interesting! Talking of the 
organisers. For many years Simon 
Woodall and Jonathan Toulmin have 
alternated the Clerk of the Course job. 
This year we had some new incumbents, 
Adrian Tucker-Peake taking over the 
reigns with Graham Austin backing him 
up. Seems you have to be at least a 
second generation trialler for the MAC to 
give you the top job! 
 
The Clee has had its critics in recent 
years. Some consider it to be too rutted 
and muddy, especially for the higher 
classes. That maybe, but it’s an event that 
the team don’t let stand still. My own first 
trialling trip to Shropshire was in 1994 and 
I think The Jenny Wind, and perhaps 
Ippikins Rock, are the only hills that were 
used back then. The organisers certainly 
take competitor feedback seriously, there 
were quite a few changes and 
modifications for this year’s event and I 
think all went home happy. Well perhaps 
except those caught out by the Longville 
special test! 
 

Adrian Tucker-Peake had put his thinking 
cap on when it came to the tie deciders. 
He kept the Long Mynd Special test, a 
delightful blast. For the second timed 
section Longville was back on the agenda, 
very satisfying if you got it right and very 
frustrating if you didn’t! Longville is as 
much a restart as a special test. After 
going all four wheels over line B you have 
to reverse all four wheels back before 
going forward again. The only problem is 
this is on a slippery slope and its very 
difficult to get going forwards again. 
Drivers have to decide how far to back 
down past the line. Go a long way back 
and it takes time but the run you get 
enables you to clear the top, back up just 
a bit and you will get a good time, if you 
get away. If you don’t its a three mark 
penalty. This is what happened to Dean 
Partington who lost three marks and it 
cost him the overall win. However, this did 
mean Simon Woodall took the premier 
award, very appropriate considering all the 
work he has put in on the Clee over the 
years. 
 
In class 7 Pete and Carlie Hart had a 
decisive win by six marks over Tristan 
White who dropped five on Strefford 
Wood, which wasn’t so muddy this year as 
the Gunge pit was drained before the 
event. Terry Ball beat Giles Greenslade to 
the class 4 award, despite Giles so nearly 
coming out the top of the Jenny Wind, 
having to settle for a one after an excellent 
climb. Escorts came out top in class 3, 
victory going to Dick Bolt’s Duratec 
engined machine after spending a day 
popping and banging on the rev limiter. 
Arnie Martin was three up in his more 
conventional machine. His challenge 
faded when he couldn’t get away from the 
restart on Priors Holt 2 despite some 
determined bouncing from Simon Groves 
and Emma Robilliard, who had come 
straight to the start from the airport after a 
skiing holiday. All in all a good event, with 
a couple of hills dropped and some nice 
new ones added. We will be back next 
year. 
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2010 Clee Hills 
Trial 
 
Strefford 
 
 
Colin Biles & Dick 
Munns, MG Midget 
 
 
 
 
(Photos by Jonathan 
Toulmin) 

 
 
 
 

Chris Symons & 
Karl Purse,  
VW Beetle 

 
 
 
 
 
Jim Walsh & Rich Milne, 
VW Beetle 

17 

The 2010 Exmoor Trial  
by Alan Selwood 

 

O ur trial started on Sunday 
morning at 05.00 Hours when 
Norton our eldest son woke me 
up. He and Jack our other son 

were up and both ready to go. We had 
decided to enter the trial and make it a 
family day out as both the boys and wife 
Katrina are keen trailers. We met Ed 
Broom, Nick Farmer, Neil Vile, Paul 
Brooks, Tim Whellock and their respective 
passengers at Junction 27 of the M5 at 
07.00 Hours. It had been snowing here for 
about 20 minutes.  
 
Our convoy set off for Barnstaple. As we 
approached the new bridge it started 
snowing again. In for scrutineering at 
Irelands Motor Services, here the snowfall 
became very heavy. By the time we drove 
onto the main road there was quite a thick 
covering. Off to the Cedars for the start 
and breakfast. 
 
Our start time came around and we were 
off to section 1 – Kingscott following the 
red Escort of Dick and Jackie Bolt. I hadn’t 
used my BMW since last years Lands End 
trial. We didn’t make the start of the 
Edinburgh trial due to running problems 
and I still wasn’t sure we had cured the 
problem. 
 
On arrival we queued for some time. As 
we got nearer we assisted Jason Byrom 
out of the entrance to the section having 
broken something on his Peugeot 205. 
Dick Bolt flew off the start line and cleared 
the section. As we pulled up to the start I 
noticed a large stone on my offside front, 
which managed to jump in front of my 
wheel stopping forward motion. My motor 
coughed and spluttered and 12 was the 
score much to the disgust of my crew.  
 
Off to section 2. We waited up the road for 
Ed Broom in his Ford Escort to catch up 
as he had already had electrical problems 

before the start. He informed me he had 
driven around the stone to get a score of 
11. Some very tricky road conditions were 
then thrown at us on route to section 2 – 
Hurscott. I remembered this section from 
a Tarka trial about 10 years ago. From the 
start line you can see most of the section, 
in particular the restart. It is a long muddy 
track with deep ruts. I caught up with Giles 
Greenslade here who informed me he 
also had a score of 12 on Kingscott, which 
didn’t make me feel quite so bad! We 
heard Dick Bolt fail the restart, saw Kelly 
Thomas and Philip Roberts fail and Simon 
Groves clean. Some encouragement and 
abuse (this is usual) from Neil Vile at the 
start line and off to the restart. With 
Katrina in charge of the crew bouncing in 
sync we cleaned the restart and the 
section. Our engine appeared to be on 
song.  
 
By now it was noon and the sun was 
shining. At the top of the section Ed 
Broom arrived behind us but he hadn’t 
stopped at the restart we think Kevin his 
passenger had taken a breath at this 
point, which threw Ed into a frenzy so he 
kept going! 
 
Off to the first special test next – Tordown. 
This was completed with no dramas and 
thoroughly enjoyed by the boys! 
 
Onto section 3 – Riverton. Some delay 
here. The section looked rough and 
muddy. Time for some food and a drink to 
keep energy levels up. A quick chat with 
Brian Hampson, who is relatively new to 
the sport and Andrew Martin. After 10/15 
minutes we were allowed to tackle the 
section. We hit a big hole on the offside 
just after the dip but managed to clean the 
section with the steering pulling to the 
nearside. At the top we came across 
Philip Roberts in his pale blue Mk 1 Escort 
who had punctured his nearside front tyre, 
which resulted in him hitting a tree. 
Unfortunately this caused him to retire. 
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Lee Moor special test was next. We 
watched Giles Greenslade in his class 4 
Beetle and Steve Kingston in his MG 
Midget. With careful instruction from my 
crew we completed the test, which 
appeared to be enjoyed even more than 
the first one. 
 
Hunstone was the next section. Gravel, 
mud and stone at the bottom and restart 
leading to thicker mud at the top. Here we 
saw Giles and Paul clean the restart and 
Steve Kingston fail. Our turn next and with 
crew bouncing in sync we cleaned the 
restart and section. Around the corner to 
Hunstone 2. This section was very muddy 
with a sharp right hand bend. Tyres 
adjusted we set off to the restart. I thought 
I’d be clever here and went as far to the 
left as possible out of the ruts but to no 
avail, even with the bouncers on overtime 
in the back. A few wise words from John 
Green who was marshalling on the bottom 
corner and we drove out of the section.  It 
seems that a score of 5 was the order of 
the day here for our class apart from 
Andrew Martin who went clean. We waited 
for Ed Broom at the bottom of the escape 
road who commented on how our car was 
bouncing on Hunstone 1 restart. This I 
replied was due to the well-nourished 
bouncers recruited for the day!! 
 
It was a short distance down the road to 
High Bray. Giles’ Beetle disappeared 
round the corner and we heard him get 
further and further away. The MG Midget 
went next and soon returned back down, 
as did we having fallen in the gulley on the 
right-hand side giving us a score of 6 and 
Ed Broom a 7. Apparently Dick Bolt was 
the one to watch here! 
 
Onto Higher Molland. This is quite a long 
section with a deep rut on the right-hand 
side. We left the start line keeping as far 
to the left as possible avoiding the ruts but 
just over the brow we dropped into it but 
managed to keep going and go clean. 
 

Quick drive down the road and into the 
woods to Jimmy’s Hill. Here we were met 
on the track by John Blakeley with his 
noise metre – didn’t quite meet required 
limit!! As we arrived at the section it 
started to sleet fairly heavy. The start line 
is at the bottom of a very steep hill and we 
ran out of puff at the 9 marker. Katrina 
commented she had seen the top of this 
section once only in an Austin 7! 
 
Next up Badgers Hill with a tricky right turn 
before the climb up. We didn’t quite make 
the brow and despite the bouncers giving 
it their all we crept to a 6, as did Ed 
Broom. Whilst waiting our turn for 
Rodneys Revenge we watched Giles 
steadily take his Beetle to the top of 
Badgers. Good climb. 
 
We could hear the restart of Rodney’s was 
claiming its next victim, so with a plan to 
go wide on the sharp left-hand bend we 
set off. Unfortunately the car under-
steered into the corner loosing all our 
momentum, but with a change of tactic 
from furious bouncing the crew rocked 
and head banged our way to the 4 marker! 
Simon Groves and Andrew Martin climbed 
their way to the restart and scored 3s. 
 
Fuel stop and toilet break in the garage at 
the bottom of the hill to Beggars Roost. 
Just Paul Brooks in front of us in his new 
mount a Suzuki X90. He left the start line 
but soon reappeared having failed the 
restart. No problems here for us even the 
bouncers had a rest! 
 
Scoresdown next which myself, Katrina 
and Ed Broom marshalled at least 10 
years ago – it snowed then! On arrival we 
could not believe how much this section 
had deteriorated. With the tyres kept well 
up and bouncers trying to stay in their 
seats we bumped and scraped our way to 
the restart and the top of the section. 
 
We then made our way across the top in a 
heavy flurry of snow to the final section of 
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the day Floyds Bank. None of us were 
particularly looking forward to this section 
as the BMW, when owned by Nick Farmer 
and accompanied by myself had barely 
moved off of the start line. Anyway we let 
the tyres well down and having advised 
the start marshal we’d be back down very 
soon we set off. To our amazement we 
got over the brow with the bouncers doing 
their bit in the back a left then a right and 
up the next slope where we reached the 
2-marker and a gorse bush. We then 
came back down sideways quicker than 
we went up into another gorse bush! With 
assistance from Simon Groves and Nick 

Farmer we crept back onto the track – 
Thanks chaps. On our way down the 
section we saw John Green and Anna 
Robinson who both seemed pleased with 
our performance. Inflate tyres and a short 
journey to the finish with a very happy 
hungry crew. Here we enjoyed a lovely 
meal and a chat. 
 
Our thanks go to North Devon Motor Club, 
all officials and marshals for doing their bit 
in which were probably unpleasant 
conditions at times. See you again next 
year. 

The North Devon Exmoor Trial 
2010  

by Nick Farmer 
 

A s usual Saturday morning was 
spent in work getting the car 
ready and loading up, all of 
which was done with no 

problems and Sunday morning was soon 
upon us .I met up with fellow competitors 
Neal Vile, Paul Brookes and Mr and Mrs 
Whellock at junction 25 of the M5 where 
we left to meet with Alan Selwood and Ed 
Broome at junction 27 at 7 am. The run 
down the north Devon link road was very 
cold and appropriately as we got to 
scrutineering conditions were very much 
blizzard like with the snow pitching very 
quickly. Scrutineering was carried out in a 
very efficient manor as usual by the 
Blakeleys, this included for us a thorough 
diff check as my car was one of a few 
pulled up on the rollers in the awful 
conditions at Ubley Woods on the Allen 
Trial, however the scrutineers were more 
than happy with it, as I expected and we 
set off to the Cedars Lodge hotel for 
signing on and breakfast. 
 
We left at our allotted time and set off for 
the first section which is KINGSCOTT . Its 
a classic lane which is very rough in 
places so we decided not to let the tyres 

down too much, after all we wouldn’t want 
a puncture on the very first section off we 
set nice and gently picking our way round 
the rocks then at about the 6 marker we 
had a flat, we got as far as a four before 
the tyre came off the rim and halted our 
progress abruptly unable to go forward nor 
backwards it took the help of the marshals 
to get us down the bottom of the section to 
change the wheel, what a good start to the 
day! I see from the results that Alan 
Selwood and Giles Greenslade dropped 
12s here costing the latter a 1st in class. It 
would also appear that the unlucky Jason 
Byrom in the 205 retired here, as he didn’t 
make it to section 2. 
 
On route to section 2 the road conditions 
were very slippery due to the snow and 
when we came downhill to a fork left it 
was soon clear that the brakes were not 
going to stop us .I tried footbrake ,
handbrake even engine braking but she 
was having none of it, it was eventually a 
bank that stopped us after pitching us in 
the air. We landed on our wheels 
thankfully (a couple of them anyway) so I 
pulled over in a safe place to check for 
damage. I had bent the lower arm and ball 
joint but after inspection it was decided 
that we were safe to continue and would 
try to get to the finish. Surely things could 
only improve! 
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We arrived at section 2 HURSCOTT, 
which is a long rutted lane with a restart 
for classes 3-8, most failures on this 
section were around the rutty restart area. 
On exiting the section we came across 
several bikes struggling with the road 
conditions and wondering whether to 
continue or not, but most of them seemed 
to be fairing better than I was. 
 
From here we headed to RIVERTON with 
a restart for class 8 only, we entered the 
section avoiding the very rough lower part. 
The restart area was quite grippy and the 
section only caused problems for a couple 
of competitors. 
 
The next two sections were at 
HUNSTONE, the first with a restart for 
classes 3-8 on the steep part, which 
caught a few out but unfortunately Brian 
Alexander picked up a 12 here. 
 
HUNSTONE 2 was a more grassy affair 
again with a restart for classes 3-8, Arnie 
Martin was the only class 3 to get off the 
restart, all of class 8 went clear as did 
Tubs in the Imp and Andrew Rippon in 
class 7. 
 
A quick check of the front suspension and 
we were off down the road to the infamous 
HIGH BRAY which was in fine form with a 
class 8 only restart. In class 3 Dick Bolt 
and Simon Groves blasted their way up 
the hill, shortly followed up by Arnie and 
family who trundled up as if it was little 
more than a cobbled street. Also in class 
3, Brian Hampson in the BMW Compact 
had a very impressive climb to a 4. High 
Bray defeated all of class1, but it is 
possible in a fwd car on a tough day, as a 
certain green Golf driver will surely 
remember the day when he thought he 
was going to be the only fwd car up, only 
for me to join him at the top in a Maestro!? 
His face was a picture. 
 
The trial now moved on to Molland woods 
starting with HIGHER MOLLAND, which is 

a long rutted section made more difficult 
by icy conditions. There were a few fails 
here including a surprising 3 for Andrew 
Rippon in the Baja bug. 
 
It was then across the road to the next 
three sections and on entering the woods 
we were met by the Blakeleys with a noise 
meter. It is rumoured that a couple of 
Beetles left quietly after being issued with 
ASBOs. 
 
JIMMY’S HILL is a short steep section 
with a restart on the steepest point, all of 
class 8 went clear and most people that 
got past the 9 went on to clear the section.  
 
A little way down the track brought us to 
BADGER’S HILL being marshalled by 
Taunton Motor Club. This defeated all of 
class 1, although Dave Haizelden put in a 
class-winning climb to take 2 points off 
James Shallcross and 1 point off of Nick 
Cleal both in 205s.This class is quite hotly 
contested again nowadays. A noteable fail 
here was Charlie Shopland with a poorly 
sounding car who dropped 9. 
 
RODNEY’S REVENGE is the final section 
in these woods with a very tough restart 
for classes 3-8, only 4 clears here being 
Tubs in class7, Dudley, Dan Keat and 
myself in class 8 although Dan was 
unfortunate to retire with gearbox 
problems after this section. 
 
The filling station at Barbrook gave us the 
chance to use the facilities and top up with 
fuel. As well as checking the suspension, 
which was still all in place. (albeit not quite 
in the right place!) 
 
A couple hundred yards up the road we 
arrive at BEGGARS ROOST with a restart 
for classes 3-8. Not too many problems 
here due to a fairly dry restart area. 
 
The next section is SCORESDOWN and 
was being run by Silverton Motor Club. 
This is a very rough broken tarmac lane 
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with several steps of about 8-10inches in 
height. Here there was a restart for all 
classes but just 4 failed to clear the 
section. 
 
The last section of the trial is FLOYDS 
BANK which is a run up through some 
gorse bushes with a rutted start before a 
90left, here Peter Jones dropped an 11 
but Brian Alexander finally let his tyres 
down in the similar X90 to match Keith 
Sanders score of 2 in the scimitar. This 
was only to be beaten by Dudley, Andrew 
Rippon, Tubby and Tony Underhill who all 
scored 1. 
 

After watching a few competitors come 
through we drove down the road to sign 
off at the Staghunters Inn at Brendon. A 
quick drink and head for home. 
 
The results show that Tubs took the 
overall win and he is already looking very 
strong in the Wheelspin championship. 
For myself, I was glad to get the end after 
my mishap and the puncture on the first 
section cost us a good result but there’s 
always next year! Well done to North 
Devon Motor Club for a very good trial run 
in tricky conditions and a big thank you to 
the marshals who braved the elements 
enabling us to enjoy our day’s sport. 

2010 Cotswold Clouds Trial 
by Nick Woollett 

 

T here’s a joke somehow involving 
the start location having a bearing 
on the final result! I sat down to 
write this on our return to Kent 

and it seemed we failed spectacularly 
coming last in class 8 and almost last 
overall. 
 
There are no excuses, we did badly but 
the reasons are a little harder to fathom. I 
have always thought that the car should 
perform better than this driver is able to 
do. Although we were car number one that 
is not a valid excuse. The car was going 
well on the road and felt good and I was 
not over tired since we stayed overnight 
within twenty minutes of the start. Maybe 
there is a potential market for driver 
coaching in the same way as there is for 
hill climbs. Perhaps the current setup 
simply lacks grip, any grip at all! 
 
Moving swiftly on, this was to be our 
second ACTC event in two weeks. Living 
in Kent nearly all the events involve an 
over night stay or two with considerable 
road mileage to get to the event. It’s good 
that MTT cruises happily on the motorway 
without the dreaded Dellow wander. 

This was our first attempt at the Cotswold 
Clouds and with no scrutineering dramas 
we were somewhat daunted at being car 
no 1, with the thought that most of the 
sections, particularly Crooked Mustard 
and Nailsworth Ladder would be tackled 
sight unseen.  
 
We set off at 8.31 on a chilly morning and 
having stayed in Uley, we headed back to 
Uley to do the first section, Crawley. This 
was a nice easy climb through woods 
back up to the main road which we easily 
cleaned. Good to note that on our return 
after the event there was no trace of mud 
on the main road at the section exit. 
 
Four miles later we found ourselves at 
Crooked Mustard. I had seen footage of 
this hill on You Tube as well as still 
images, but it did not prepare me for the 
steepness of it as we rounded the first 
bend. The hill immediately leapt to the top 
of my list of most difficult hills in the trials 
world. Drivers had told me how important 
it was to use the wall of death technique 
and get as high up as possible to conquer 
it. I gave it my best shot and got round the 
first bend for a seven and then blessed 
the newly fitted, powerful 9” ex RS 2000 
rear brakes as we eased carefully back 
down to be marshalled in groups of three 
(failures) back to the road.  
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We then headed down some narrow lanes 
to Axe and waited by the pub for the 
section to clear. Even with 8psi there was 
little grip and what seemed an easy 
section with a long constant but not 
excessive gradient turned into a 
disappointing failure at 6, as were all the 
other failures. 
 
Next up was Nailsworth Ladder. I took the 
very sharp right turn up from the road too 
wide and made good progress up to the 
class 7&8 line, where it all went wrong. I 
chose the right hand side to stop and we 
were both sure that I had stopped the car 
astride the line. The marshal did not drop 
the flag and in the end I tried to restart but 
failed and then the front of the car slipped 
sideways on to tree damaging the right 
hand wing. All the other failures were like 
us at 6. Eventually we extricated 
ourselves and drove back down the hill. 
The polished aluminium panels respond 
well to dressing after damage. 
 
Shortly we arrived at the hold control on 
Rodborough Common and met Dave & 
Emma Wall and baby Jack. Next up was 
Ham Mill, which we cleaned so the overall 
position at this point was not too grim. We 
arrived at Wicked Juniper before the team 
were ready but again we struggled for grip 
in the sticky conditions and achieved a 
poor 9 while everybody else in the class 
cleaned or were up to 2, 3 or 4. We 
continued to Pheasant’s Run deep in the 
woods which required drivers to U turn 
along the approach track and return to the 
section start. Embarrassingly we struggled 
to get to 12 and the team moved the 12 
after the section. It was certainly not the 
way we wanted to go on. We did a bit 
better on Merve’s Swerve with a 7 most 
others in the class getting 5 or clear but 
Peter Mountain had a problem with a 10.  
 
At Highwood 1, we got a class average 3 
but did badly on Highwood 2 with an 11. 
The speed tests on at Highwood were 
interesting and completed with no penalty 

but one or two people had serious 
problems with high scores. On then to 
Climperwell where we got a reasonable 5 
after a struggle to reach the start and no 
less than three attempts to get out of the 
section.  
 
The trial was drawing to a close at this 
point with the two successive hills at Bull 
Bank 1 & 2. The restarts stopped plenty of 
class 8 cars so we got a 6 on both and 
proceeded to Station Lane where we 
again arrived ahead of schedule but only 
managed a poor 7. The failure route from 
this section was difficult in its own right so 
we then made our way to the finish at 
Minchinhampton but again we were too 
early for the organizers. Many of the early 
finishers were wondering what to do so we 
simply signed the numbers and left them 
on the desk for the organizers to turn up. 
 
It was an excellent event and I’m glad that 
we did it but I’m not sure which way to go 
to be more competitive. In the end it’s an 
engineering problem. Any ideas anyone? 

 
ACTC ANNUAL 
DINNER AND 

AWARDS EVENING 
TO BE HELD ON  

SATURDAY  
12th June 2010  

AT  
PADBROOK PARK, 

CULLOMPTON 
 

(Further details will be sent to 
ACTC members shortly) 
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2010 Cotswold 
Clouds Trial 
 
Crooked Mustard 
 
 
 

Stuart Roach 
 

 
 
(Photos by Jonathan 
Toulmin) 
 

 
 
 
 
Andrew Rippon 

 
 
 
 

Mike Chatwin 
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2010 Clee

Han

(Photos by Jo

Dean Partington & Liam 
Rafferty, DP Wasp 
 
 
 
 
 

Dudley Sterry & Barry 
Clarke, class 8 MG J2 

 
 
 
Andrew Curtis & 
Dominic Giradot, VW 
Buggy 
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e Hills Trial 
 

ndless 
 
 

onathan Toulmin 

 
 
 
 

Paul Bartleman & 
Kelly Thomas, Troll 

Simon Woodall & 
Barbara Selkirk, VW 
Buggy 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter & Jim Mountain, 
Dellow Mk 1 
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2010 Northern 
Trial 
 
Ladyside 
 
 
 
Reg Salway, BMW 
 
 
 

(Photos by  Jonathan 
Toulmin) 

 

 
 
 
 

Kelly Thomas & Paul 
Bartleman, Ford 

Escort 

 
 
 
Hal Branson & Barry 
Nelson, Marlin  
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Cotswold Clouds Trial 
by Reg Salway 

 

I ’ve been Classic Trialing in my 1987 
BMW for about 3 years (I know some of 
you have been doing it for about 30 or 
40 years but bear with me) having 

navigated for a friend for 3 years, so the 
Cotswold Clouds Trial has become a 
favourite and this year was going to be 
different as I had a new navigator. We had 
done the Clee Hills Trial two weeks earlier 
and I discovered that “navigating” wasn’t 
his strong point and I had perfected the art 
of reading the route card over his shoulder 
or while we were stopped, but we 
completed the trial and got back to the 
finish in reasonable time. 
 
The day started well and the 1st section, 
Crawley, was navigated successfully 
although I was a little concerned that 
running at number. 12 the sections were 
still covered in leaves, and grip in some 
places was hard to find. My new 
navigator, who weighed in at a good 16 
stone, was going to come in handy after 
all! (He won’t read this so I’m quite safe.)  
 
The next section, Crooked Mustard is one 
that gets a good number of spectators and 
one that I’ve never seen the top of as a 
navigator or driver, and the day’s leafy 
track was going to thwart me yet again. I 
do manage to get a little further each year 
though, just around the 2nd main and rocky 
corner this time for a 6, so --- one day!  
 
The 3rd section, Axe, is one I was lucky to 
survive last year, when the exhaust took a 
hefty blow and blocked the centre box 
outlet. The car lost power and got slower 
and slower and only continued after an 
almighty explosion, as the silencer gave 
way to the pressure of a 2 litre BMW 
straight 6, and disintegrated to look like 
something from a car bomb in Beirut. This 
year I was met at the bottom by the site of 
Dick Bolt in his Escort and I knew we were 
in trouble, if he failed to get to the top then 

my chances were slim.  We gave it all and 
got just beyond the boggy middle, and 
learnt later that the conditions got better 
as the day went on and more competitors 
dug a longer and longer furrow. 
 
Next came “The Ladder” Nailsworth to be 
precise and again a favourite with 
spectators and this time with a re-start for 
class 3. By now the car, me or possibly 
both were warming to the challenges and 
we got away from the re-start and shot out 
of the top like a rat up a drain pipe! Very 
satisfying. The next restart on Ham Hill 
was a struggle but we avoided the 
embarrassment of having to return to the 
bottom. 
 
For the next 6 or so miles I was glad of my 
local knowledge and memory from past 
years as my navigator never quite caught 
up with our position on the road, not even 
when I turned into Wicked Juniper, where 
the restart gave me no problem at all, as I 
didn’t get that far and picked up a 7 for my 
efforts. 
 
The next two sections both produced 8s 
and a dent in the O/S when I forgot to turn 
off the tree magnet, so the day wasn’t 
going too well and was to get worse, so 
please stick with these rambling for a 
while longer. 
 
Highwood special tests and sections have 
faded into a lost memory except that on 
the 1st test I clipped a marker when the 
rear end stepped out, and was slow on the 
2nd, as I was worried about front-end grip.  
 
Section 13, Climperwell, is usually run by 
members of my club Bristol M/C, so a 
good result was needed. I remembered it 
as a flat section but made difficult by 
having to weave around the trees. I’m not 
sure how much room there was but the 
size of the BMW and close proximity of 
those trees plus a restart, made for a lot of 
effort and the steep little rise at the end 
had the car and me out of breath by the 
time we got out, but we got through. 
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Bull Banks 1 and 2 were negotiated with 
no further addition to the marks and I was 
looking forward to the last section, not so 
as to get to the end of the day but I’ve 
enjoyed the blast up “Station Lane” in past 
years and was hoping to again but this is 
where the day REALLY went pear shaped 
(or what other phrase you want to use) 
 
From here on I apologise if I get any 
names wrong, but after 3 or 4 miles from 
Bull Banks I saw the Singer Chamoix 
(Imp) of Tim Withey stopped in a lay by 
and slowed to check that all was under 
control. When he gave me the thumbs up I 
accelerated away, or tried to. The engine 
refused to pick up and we coasted to a 
halt some 100 yards down the road, it 
tried to fire up when I turned the key but 
showed all the symptoms of having run 
out of petrol and I thought faulty gauge 
and or a fuel leak. Not finding any leaks, I 
put the 2 gallons of petrol that I always 
carry, into the tank.  
 
By now Nick Farmer and Phil Tucker had 
stopped to offer help so with another 2 
gallons from Phil in the tank the gauge 
was above half way. Still no joy, so off 
with the bonnet while reminding myself 
that I’m glad that I removed the hinges 
and fitted pins as a forward opening 
bonnet is a real pain. I checked that we 
had a spark – we did so removed the fuel 
line to the injectors and discovered that 
my first thoughts had been right in that it 
was a fuel problem. Thinking that a tow 
might help it to start Nick kindly towed me 
for a few 100 yards, but still no life so I 
crawled underneath to check the fuel 
pump. A few delicate blows with a piece of 
wood didn’t bring it back to life so I 
removed the outlet pipe to check for petrol 
flow.  
 
Now this is where things got really 
interesting (no – not a fire but a similar 
result to me never the less). The pipe was 
full of petrol which came flooding out and, 
as I was reaching upwards, went straight 

up inside my jacket sleeve soaking my 
shirt and pullover. By now many cars had 
passed by, several of whom had offered 
help so Nick and Phil went on their way 
leaving me with a friend of mine, Chris 
Amor and his son Ben who live locally, 
and had been following the trial and had 
stopped to help. (As they did 2 years ago 
when I had a water leak).   
 
I decided that if I could get the engine to 
run I would miss out Station Lane and go 
straight to the finish some 5 or 6 miles 
away and with their help that is what I did.  
By now my arm was feeling a little sore so 
we ordered some food (and a pint) and I 
washed the petrol off my arm and phoned 
the RAC explaining that I needed recovery 
to Bristol. It only took about 15 minutes for 
the orange van to arrive and I went out to 
explain the problem and was told that he 
had been at Station Lane watching the 
cars when his control called. His father 
sometimes trials a Scimitar SS1 and that 
he himself had navigated on the Bristol M/
C Allen Trial last November and was 
happy to take us home. 
 
End of story?  I thought so but not just yet, 
please read on. 
 
We got home and I finally remove my arm 
from a petrol soaked shirt - after about 5 
hours, and had a shower. I went to work 
on Monday and thought no more about it 
but by about 9 in the evening my lower 
arm was very red, sore and blistering, so I 
phoned NHS direct and explained what 
had happened and was told to go to the 
local casualty, (sorry A&E) where I sat 
with the drunks for about 2 hours. I finally 
got treated and given an appointment for 
the next day and got back home and into 
bed at 2.30am.  
 
The next day I returned to the burns unit 
and had it fully treated, and now some 3 
weeks later I’m still applying cream and 
wearing a tube bandage protector. While 
at the hospital several medics came and 
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had a look and expressed their concern 
but also that they couldn’t believe that 
petrol could cause such injury without 
actually catching fire. I remember reading 
reports about F1 drivers sitting in petrol 
and experiencing horrific burns when the 
car had a fuel leak. So I should have 
rolled my sleeve up and suffered frostbite 
or worse for the 5 hours instead of leaving 
my arm in a petrol soaked sleeve. (It had 
evaporated within an hour, or so I 
thought!) 

 
YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED. 
 
A great event, well run and good fun. 
Here’s to next year and Crooked 
Mustard --- I’ll get to the top one day! 

Cycling Sidecars 
by Yoshi Adams 

 

I  gave up fags back in July and have 
since put on 3 stone. As part of my new 
exercise regime we (Sarah and I) 
decided to make a weekend of it and 

go cycling on the Saturday. I thought we 
could do the Tarka Trail that was features 
on James May’s Toys on TV (nice and 
flat, easy riding). I also wanted to cycle the 
Tiveton Tow Path, every time we have 
passed it we had said “we must walk or 
cycle that one day” but over ten years we 
had never quite got round to it. 
 
I rang Mike Maddocks to check how much 
was cyclable. “All of it” he replies, “we’ll 
come with you on the tandem”. Now those 
of you that know Mike and Julie will know 
they are very fit (a fun day out with her 
sister for Julie is a 10k run). In addition, a 
tandem is half the effort with two to peddle 
one machine.  
 
It was a cold icy day when we arrived in 
Tiverton. Cycling the nine miles without a 
break kept us nice and warm though! After 
a nice break for a coffee/pint in the pub 
Mike and Julia suggested we cycle back 
on the roads “not many hills” they said. 
We survived to tell the tale but decided 
against the Barnstaple to Bideford stretch 
later that afternoon! 
 
 

 
 
The day of the Trial dawned and on return 
from scrutineering we had an inch or two 
of snow. Great fun in the sidecars, 
opposite lock drifting round the corners. 
Not so much fun for the solos though. The 
snow was compacted by the vehicles and 
was really slippery, nearly half the solo’s 
retired. 
 
Highlight of the day was being the first 
outfit to clean High Bray which we have 
never before cleaned.  This laid down the 
gauntlet to the other outfits. Eventually, 
several outfits cleaned it.  
 
By the last Section of the day – Floyds 
Bank, there were only two outfits clean, it 
was down to the wire. We were the last 
outfit up the Bank and we knew we had 
the fastest special test times, so we had to 
equal the other outfit to win the class. We 
tipped the outfit chair high, Sarah rolled off 
down the bank and landed at an 
observer’s feet and I landed in a heap with 
the outfit. However, we got as far up the 
Section as the other outfit and provided 
more entertainment with our crash. We 
won the class, a good day’s work. It takes 
more that a 20k cycle ride to beat us! 
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A Classic Trial Widow’s Tale 
by Carol Mills 

 

I  have a lovely husband who gives 
100% of his time trying to please 
people, me as well when he’s not 
organising a trial. I didn’t realise how 

much work was involved, neither did he 
when he volunteered. “I’ll do that after the 
trial” was a favourite quote. I’d shout up to 
him in his office “Are you still in, are you 
still sitting at your piano (computer)? “Yes” 
was the answer every time. 
 
The big day was looming closer and he 
began to look more and more haggard. I 
could tell he was awake during the night, 
he wasn’t snoring just thinking and 
worrying. “I hope it goes well” I thought to 
myself. 
 
Well, the day came and it was my turn to 
worry, I was to navigate for my son, 
Andrew, on his first attempt at a classic 
trial. Would I get up in time?  Would I find 
the way to the start? Fred had left two 
days earlier taking Brian the Marlin with 
him, so I was on my own. 
 
Derek Reynolds’ navigator, Don, came 
with me to pick up Andrew from his house 
at 6am. The journey across the country 
was the easy part and we arrived to find 
Fred had brought the Brian to the start 
and put him through scrutineering for us. 
After signing on, eating the obligatory 
bacon roll and wrapping ourselves up in 
several layers of clothes we were ready to 
set off. 
 
We were doing fine until we followed the 
fuel diversion from the A66 and arrived at 
the first section, ‘Black Hole’ dead last!  
The name makes it seem very ominous 
for a first ever-trial section. The car flew 
up the mud rapids, bouncing from side to 
side of the track so that we weren’t sure 
where we were going. Brian did his own 
thing and skidded and slithered all the way 
to the top, being in class 0 we didn’t have 

to do the restart. At the top we were 
screaming with delight. Whehay Super! 
The return to bottom was slower but just 
as hair-raising. 
 
We did well on the sections in Wythop 
including Big Cockup which we weren’t 
supposed to attempt. I now know why it 
wasn’t for class 0, it was pretty vicious and 
I bounced so hard that when I landed on 
the transmission tunnel it really hurt. The 
tears and pain put me off bouncing from 
then on! We cleared Routen’s Romp and 
reached 4 on Little Cockup. Being in class 
0 we had to leave Wythop by the long 
route and of course took a wrong turning 
meaning we arrived at Hobcarton very 
late. Lowry’s with a restart was no 
problem and we reached 1 on both Grotto 
and Long Crag. Lady side gave us a 3. 
 
We were running rather late by this time 
but didn’t realise the importance of 
keeping moving and stopped at the visitor 
centre for a toilet stop and a quick cup of 
tea. When we arrived at the entrance gate 
it was closed and padlocked! “What do we 
do now?” I wondered, “Must have spent 
too much with our cup of tea”. We’ve 
missed all the Whinlatter sections, “Fred’s 
going to be mad with us”, We tried to ring 
him but couldn’t get a signal. 
 
Well we decided to go to the next section 
after Whinlatter, which was ‘Sandale’. 
When we arrived there we were back in 
the company the other class 0s. I’d heard 
Fred talk about this section, how it was 
very special and one to beat. What a 
wonderful hill, starts of in the clarts and 
winds its way up a muddy grassy slope 
through an off set restart box (not for us 
fortunately) and out onto the road. Just as 
we reached the top my phone rang, it was 
Fred “Where are you? I’ve been getting 
messages that you’ve disappeared and 
haven’t been able to contact you.” He 
couldn’t believe it when I told him that 
we’d cleared Sandale. He’d been at the 
top for about half an hour and must have 
left just before we attempted it. 
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We tried to follow Derek in his Daf on the 
route to the ‘Greenrigg Special Test’, but 
once again we lost our way. Fred rang us 
again from Greenrigg “Where are you 
now?” we said “We are on a hill beside 
some windmills, the last sign post said 
Wigton.” “Give up” he said “the marshals 
are ready to leave from here, I’ll see you 
at the Stocksman.” 

What a day, we arrived at the finish 
happy, exhausted and more than ready for 
our steak pie and chips washed down with 
a pint of beer. A great end to a great day, 
well done Fred and all the other people 
who helped put it together. I know a lot of 
hard work had gone into the trial and it 
was worth it. 

A Plan for a Valentine’s (Dirty) 
Weekend Away 

by John & June Blakeley 
 

S adly the Northern Trial did not run 
last year, 2009. We missed all the 
jovial camaraderie of our 
Cumbrian friends, when out of the 

blue came an invitation from Chris and 
Diane Veevers to spend a long weekend 
with them during half term. One evening of 
a cold spring day we were sitting round 
the log fire enjoying the proverbial hot 
toddy, when Chris brought up the subject 
of John driving his Beetle “Ollie” in the 
2010 event. All sorts of reasons why he 
could not do this were rejected out of 
hand, especially by Alex. So here we are 
nearly a year later with all problems 
solved (we hope). 
 
We headed off on Thursday evening to 
the Droitwich Travelodge. This was to 
shorten the Friday journey to allow John to 
have a play in the Beetle and familiarise 
himself with the beast that was to be his 
challenge on Saturday. 
There had been some snow lying in the 
fields on route, soon giving way to clear 
skies and sunshine further North on the 
M6. We arrived at Chris and Diane’s to 
find lots of preparation going on for 
marshals equipment and a buffet supper 
for15 entrants and organisers. 
 
AND SO TO SATURDAY. We drove to the 
Stocksman in “Ollie”in convoy with 
everybody else, seems strange driving up 

for scrutineering, many thanks to Nick 
Pocock for standing in so I could have a 
day playing. All we had to do now was 
sign on and eat the bacon butties. The 
excitement was building up all our friends 
seemed pleased we were one of them for 
the day. 
 
Many bridges are still closed after the 
recent floods, so we had a 30-mile run to 
section 1 BLACK HOLE Taking to heart 
Chris’s instruction to “Drive it like you stole 
it” we let the tyres down and moved up to 
the start line. No time wasted putting 
Chris’s words into action by “Beetle 
butting “a tree stump returning from a 
successful climb. This cleared the mist 
that gathered from the surprise of actually 
clearing the hill. 
 
From here to the 1st special test, should 
be easy, think back to all those Autotests 
years ago. Theory was good, pity I forgot 
where a Beetle reverse was, so therefore 
a bit slow. (Thought Jonathan and Pat 
very brave to park past line B.) To a three-
part harmony (out of tune) of “We’re on 
the Road Again” we set off for ROUTEN 
ROMP. Amazing, another clear, shame 
we overshot the section ends and landed 
on a pile of stones. Never mind Ollie soon 
had us on our way to BIG COCK UP. The 
name sums up our attempt, too much air 
and not enough wellie, then got stuck 
turning round. OK, OK so it was plain 
awful driving no need to rub it in. After 
extricating ourselves we set of toward 
LITTLE COCK UP. 
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I remember this from marshalling a few 
years ago. Nasty left hand bend with a 
deep rut on the turn and a steep climb out. 
Gave crew instruction on where to sit and 
bounce!!! Not sure if we will make the 
bend or take the shortcut through the 
trees. No need to worry with crew sat on 
each other’s lap Ollie made the bend and 
threw us out the top.  
 
After the noise died down I realised we 
had a puncture. Now, those of you paying 
attention will remember the slight 
altercation with the tree stump on section 
1. This had neatly squashed the front 
tinwork round the jack box. With some 
heaving and a split in the box (sorry Chris) 
we had the jack out. The wheel was soon 
changed with help from Simon (thanks 
again Simon) we travelled on to 
LOTHWAITE SIDE with only one spare 
left. 
 
Another section with one of Cumbria’s 
sharp left turns with no escape route just a 
large rock with a marshal on it, in the way 
if you forget to turn left. Ollie made 
another of his famous turns and out of the 
top we go. Leaving the forest and back on 
tarmac for 8 or so miles to Hobcarton.  
 
Checked in by a marshal at the gate and 
up to LOWRY’S our first restart. Time to 
learn to use the extra handbrake. Climbed 
up to the box keeping to the side looking 
best. Flag down and we’re away 
surprisingly easily Next stop LONG 
CRAG. 
 
This looked worse than it turned out to be, 
plenty of beans from the start and we 
bounced our way passed the number one 
marker. Very careful backing down as 
several drivers had slid into the trees. 
Followed marshals instructions and we 
are soon safely down and heading of to 
GROTTO. 
 
We had to drive past the section turn 
round and approach with the section on 

our left. This wet grassy track seemed to 
beg for low pressures but we were not low 
enough and stopped at one (or could it be 
the driver?) After reversing down 
LADYSIDE was beckoning. 
 
Sitting on the start line the track through 
the trees looked very dark, so I switched 
on the lights sure this would improve 
performance. WRONG we only got to 2. 
Reversed down getting tangled with the 
aforementioned trees and collecting a 
mouthful of pine branch. Arrived at the 
bottom to be inspected by fellow 
competitors for fresh damage to the car. 
Strange, this happened a lot must be 
trying to tell me something or Chris has 
organised a spy network. 
 
We made our way to the forest gate still 
looking at snow on the hills and on to 
Whinlatter for our lunch stop. The nearby 
triallists, mentioning no names (Wasp, 
Liege etc) kept pointing out fresh 
scratches, to listen to them you would 
think there was no paint left on the car at 
all. After a butty, tea and hot cross bun we 
left past the bike sheds to LORDS SEAT. 
 
Wonderful views over hills and lakes as 
we drive in. Alex seemed a little worried 
about the steep drop to the right but we 
made the start line in one piece. The 
section seemed to climb towards the 
clouds so it was full throttle and go. Sharp 
left hand bend (the marshals up here are 
brave where they park) full left lock and 
right foot pushing the floor, we are round 
and bouncing out the top. Long drive 
round the forest to ULLISTER HILL. Set 
the tyres at twelve. After a short wait we 
bounced and spun our way passed the 3 
but that was it. Then the fun started, on 
returning to the bottom I was too far left, 
dropped off the ledge and jammed the 
rear of the car into the track. With help 
and instruction from Nicola, Simon and the 
marshal we got forward enough to drive 
out (thanks to all) and an embarrassed 
driver sets off for 24. 
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This section, so called because it is forest 
path 24. It had a sticky start with a sharp 
right turn. Went down to 8psi and sat the 
crew on the same side of the car. Full 
bore from the start and find Beetles turn 
right as well as left. SHEEPFOLD NEXT. 
We have marshalled here before so knew 
that only the first 20 yards should cause 
any problems. Took of fast enough for 
Alex to complain he needed a bigger 
bobble hat or a helmet. I told him we 
cleaned the hill so his head is of minor 
importance. Exit forest for a 19-mile drive 
to boggy, clarty, rutted SANDALE. 
 
There was supposed to be no pressure to 
do well today but having cleared a few 
hills it would be good to finish on a high 
note. Chris said he 
was not worried what 
we did on the rest of 
the trial but we must 
clear Sandale. The 
reason for this seems 
to revolve around a 
p e r s o n a l  b a t t l e 
between “Ollie” and a 
certain blue Skoda 
answering to the name 
“Baldrick”. Having 
seen Sandale in the 
past I was not too 
optimistic, not knowing 
the depth of the ruts 
we gambled on 10psi. 
“When you’re ready” 
So here we go foot 
firmly planted, sweaty 
palms gripping a wheel that seems to 
have a mind of its own. We were going 
well when I saw the ruts at the restart line. 
I shouted to June and Alex to bounce and 

although we slowed up we kept moving, 
picked up again out of the top to much 
whooping and shouting. 
 
The views leaving Sandale across to 
Scotland are worth the trip as we head to 
our final test of the day GREENRIGG. A 
very long test in a muddy field, not too bad 
@ 44.32 secs. We returned to the 
Stocksman happy and hungry to an 
excellent meal, we had done better than 
we had dared hope so an even bigger 
bonus. A very big THANK YOU to Chris 
for the loan of the car and to, Nicola, 
Simon and Michael for Beetle advice and 
all other competitors and marshals who 
helped us have a great day out in our first 
drive in a Beetle even on the road. 

The Northern Classic on Two 
Wheels 

by David Moffat 
 

I  was pleased the Fellside club ran the 
Northern Classic Trial again this year 
after a gap in 2009. Living in Scotland 
I'm starved of events and this one is 

almost on my doorstep so too good to 
miss. Motorcycle entries have varied 
considerably in numbers over the years 

John, June & Alex on Sandale 
 

(Photo by Jonathan Toulmin) 
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reaching a peak of 36 in 2007. This time 
there were only 11 solos and 1 outfit 
entered, all except 2 are MCC members, 
unfortunately depleted by one non-starter 
on the day due to an alleged broken leg. I 
hope Roger didn't do this to avoid writing 
the report.... 
 
At least we were all on approved tyres, 
which has been a bit of a problem in the 
past when a number of riders turned up 
with enduro/trail type tyres and rode on a 
"no award" basis. One advantage of a 
small entry is that most riders meet during 
the day and a friendly atmosphere results. 
This year was no exception. 
 
First away was at 08.01 for a cold 30-mile 
journey to the Setmurthy plantation, via 
Keswick this year, necessitated by closure 
of the bridge over the Derwent at the 
north-western end of Bassenthwaite Lake. 
This had been pounded by the Cumbrian 
floods earlier in the winter and has still to 
be inspected for damage before coming 
back into use. It's always warmer riding in 
the woods but what would Black Hole be 
like? The canopy of trees means it can 
stay wet much longer than the 
surrounding open areas and it is 
impossible to see the hill properly before 
entering the "tunnel". I was surprised to 
find it very dry with plenty of grip and no 
real problem over the roots and ruts. 
Normally we turn round at the top and 
descend but one newcomer went straight 
on along the faint track into the forest 
before the top barrier was erected. He 
found his way via a through route and 
lived to tell the tale. Maybe this could be 
used in the future, at least for solos?  
 
Special Test 1 enabled more warming up, 
followed by a short road section before 
climbing into Wythop Woods. Conditions 
were perfect here for great views of 
Bassenthwaite Lake from increasingly 
lofty perches, eventually reaching about 
600 feet above lake level, and the cold 
start was forgotten. 

 
The observed sections here produced a 
mixed bag of surface conditions. Routen 
Romp was dry but the ruts at the top 
caused the downfall of a few. Big Cockup 
was shorter than normal due to the 
forestry people leaving a "mess" on the 
upper part - not very considerate. It was 
quite muddy low down and the turn round 
at the top was over a huge hump in the 
middle; not so easy for the lower ground 
clearance machines. Unfortunately the 
results for this have been disregarded 
officially but most riders reported having 
climbed it OK. The smaller (but longer) 
Cockup was dry with the usual deep ruts 
on the left-hander about 3/4 of the way up 
before the steep finish. These normally 
catch me out but was pleased to do it feet 
up this time along with most of the others. 
The bikes have been denied Lowthwaite 
Side in the past but not this year. I like this 
twisty, traditional-type climb over rocky 
outcrops and most climbed it without 
difficulty. The restart marshal was a very 
youthful enthusiast whose face showed 
his pleasure - and exactly when he was 
about to drop the flag! This route neatly 
exits the forest via Wythop Mill, then via 
some pleasant by-roads to Hobcarton.  
 
Conditions were improving, though still 
cold. Just as we arrived at Lowrys there 
was a slight flurry of snow but it didn't last 
long nor did it affect the section, which 
was quite flat though a bit wet and 
apparently cleaned by all. Long Crag was 
completely different. Short and steep with 
some big, hard (frozen?) ruts about 
midway, which upset about half of us. 
Once again we turned round and 
descended, as we did at the Grotto shortly 
afterwards. I heard a few mild moans 
about this, most preferring the traditional 
"through" type of hill, but I must admit that 
some of the dead ends produce 
interesting obstacles maybe difficult to find 
otherwise.  
 
I'm sure I was told some years ago that a 
sympathetic Forestry Commission had 
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removed trees at Ladyside to allow use by 
the trial but the stumps seem to have 
disappeared. The best bit of this is after 
the observed part where we (hopefully) 
climb the long grassy bank, most giving it 
lots of welly just to make sure! Apparently 
conditions in Hobcarton had changed 
dramatically since the VSCC marshals' 
training day on the previous Saturday 
when it was very dry. Some sleety snow 
during the week had added sufficient 
moisture.  
 
I get the impression we are merely 
tolerated by the cafe people at the 
Whinlatter visitor centre, but their soup 
was very welcome. Most of the bikes 
arrived here well ahead of time so lunch 
could be quite leisurely with no time check 
out as in previous years. The long forest 
roads following produced more elevated 
views of the lake and brought us almost 
level with some of the distant cloud-
covered tops with odd patches of snow on 
the ground. Lord's Seat was the first hill 
after lunch. No restart was scheduled for 
bikes but the marshals had different ideas 
and most riders dutifully stopped for the 
flag. The top of this hill is probably around 
the 1000-foot line and the ruts were 
definitely frozen as I found out when one 
spun me through 90 degrees to a stop just 
before the end cards.  
 
Ullister, and a new hill, "24" (apparently 
named after a post..) were both dead 
ends. The former was very grippy but the 
ruts at the top caught a few. 24 came to a 
very abrupt end but stopped no bikes, 
though a hare was reported stuck in the 
muddy area near the foot during Friday 
setting-up... 
 
Sheepfold was quite dry though loose 
under the trees, but the roots and 
branches were not too troublesome for the 
majority. 
 
Sadly the usual finale of Forest Yump, 
Darling Howe and Widow Hause were not 
available to us this year having been 

washed out by the floods. Let's hope they 
return in 2011, as all are spectacular, long 
climbs with superb views from the lofty 
summit of the last named. 
 
Only Sandale and ST2 remained to be 
tackled after a 20-mile northerly run out of 
the Lakes proper back into largely 
deserted (tourist-free) countryside. I was 
pleased to meet the local hunt shortly after 
Ireby, a superb sight with 41 hounds 
running loose, though only about 8 or 9 
riders. Whether or not you agree with 
hunting their enjoyment of the countryside 
seems very similar to ours, including being 
distrusted by the majority of the urban 
population.... 
 
Sandale is almost bound to be wet and 
muddy no matter what the weather and so 
it proved this year though I believe some 
extra water had been added by the locals. 
The large muddy ruts never fail to catch 
me out and the restart usually is my limit, 
but I didn't make it that far this time. Only 
Yoshi Adams on the CCM outfit cleaned it 
though Julian Slade on a Beta achieved a 
very creditable 1 and several others got 
well up before failing.  In fact Sandale was 
the only hill, which penalised the first and 
second placemen, John Kenny (Beta Alp) 
taking first over John Boothroyd (Triumph) 
on the Special Test results. 
 
It only remains to thank the new team of 
organisers and all the marshals for a well 
presented and maybe more relaxed event 
than previously. The floods earlier in the 
winter had caused some difficulty with the 
route but this was successfully overcome. 
The variety of ground conditions 
encountered was quite a surprise but 
produced an enjoyable event where 
everyone had some success, hopefully 
encouraging participation next year. It 
would be good to see more bikes and 
maybe some advance publicity in the 
relevant publications would help.  
 
I'll certainly be back. 
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The Fell Side Northern Classic 
Trial 

by Colin Perryman 
 

O ur trial started on the Friday 
morning. Everything was going 
fine until we reached the M5/
M6 junction where we found 

road works. Then it was road works every 
three miles until we reached Manchester. 
We eventually reached where we were 
staying at Hesket Newmarket six and a 
half hours later. 
 
Staying at the same bed and breakfast 
were Colin Biles and Dick Munns. Colin 
had booked a meal for eight of us in the 
pub next door. Steven Kingstone and 
Kerry Greenland joined us and we waited 
in the pub for Bill and Liz Bennett to 
arrive to make up the eight. We waited 
and waited wondering what had 
happened to them, unable to ring them 
as there is no mobile phone signal in 
Hesket Newmarket. They arrived at eight 
thirty after encountering THE road works 
mixed in with an accident. 
 
Next morning we were up early for a 
6.45am full English breakfast to set us up 
for the day. It was a frosty morning so 
cleared the frost from the car windows 
and off to the start at Wigton. We went 
through scrutineering and signed on. 
 
At our start time we set off to the first hill, 
which was now a thirty-mile drive away 
because of the damaged bridges caused 
by the recent floods. Arrived at The Black 
Hole, managed to clean it. We couldn’t 
believe how dry this was having never 
got further than five or six before. On to 
the Setmurthy Test, I have a problem 
with special tests when changing 
between first and reverse, so no fast 
times. 
 
Next was section 2, Routen Romp a 
windy stony track where a clean again. 
Followed the signs to section 3 Big Cock 

Up and managed another clean although 
it was deep mud at the top. Continued 
along the forest tracks to section 4 Little 
Cock Up. The sections description in the 
route card says it’s a rutted forest track, it 
doesn’t mention the steep slippery bit 
after the sharp left hand bend near the 
top. Clean again. We then followed more 
forest tracks to the last hill in this part of 
the forest section 5 Lothwaite Side. It’s 
described as a stony track with no hint of 
the twisty bits . Another clean. 
 
Out of the forest and on to the road for a 
short distance to Hobcarton Plantation to 
section 6, Lowrys. Two years ago I got 
stuck in the mud on the left hand side 
and had to be pulled out. This year 
managed to miss the mud, picked the 
right spot to get off the restart and 
cleared the section. The results show that 
some of the class ones had a problem on 
the restart. 
 
Section 7, Long Crag. This was a new 
section muddy and quite steep and we 
had to reverse back down and got 
hooked on a tree so marshals had to 
push the car away from it. Still managed 
to clear it. Colin and Dick in their MG had 
been doing well until now but started to 
lose points here. 
 
Moved onto section 8 The Grotto another 
new hill. This grassy track is fairly steep 
especially near the top, which we just 
reached. This hill seemed to catch out 
more than half the cars up to class 5.  
 
We drove on to section 9 Ladyside. This 
peaty and grassy track was very slippery 
when you emerged out through the dark 
tunnel of fir trees into the open and then 
had to turn left and attempt the slippery, 
steep part, we reached a two, which 
seems to be where most people got to, 
with only a few class 8s cleaning it. 
 
Time for a lunch stop at the Whinlatter 
Visitor Centre. What a great place to take 
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your children to get rid off their energy. 
The aerial walkway through the trees is 
brilliant, if you like heights. We then 
moved on to section 10, Lords Seat 
admiring the view on the way. Another 
grassy track, this one also had a twist in 
the tail, another sharp left hand bend that 
is steep afterwards, clear again. 
 
Our next hill was section 11 Ullister Hill. 
Nobody cleared this hill Simon Woodall 
being nearest with a one, we got to a 3 .I 
tried to do a clever turning round 
manoeuvre and got well and truly stuck 
and had to be helped out. Then carried on 
to section 12, Twenty Four. This was 
slippery to start with then dry and stony 
through the heather. Clear again. 
 
On to section 13, Sheepfold. This is a 
rutted stony track up through the trees 
with some roots, we easily cleared it but it 
could be a tricky section had it been wet. 
 
Out of the forest and onto Sandale, 
section 14. This section is the icing on the 
cake. Described as a boggy, clarity, rutted 
track. Very true! There is always one 
section in a trial that stands out and on 
this trial this is the one. I let my tyres 
down, pulled up to the start line, the 
marshal said go and I headed off up the 
section, saw the tyres looming on the left 
hand side by the house, swung to the right 
just missing them on towards the restart 
trying to control where the car was going, 
reached the restart, kept the momentum 
going and managed to clear the section. 
Colin and Dick followed me up the hill and 
reached a three before bottoming out and 
were gracefully pulled out. Although I 
didn’t know it at the time Kelly Thomas, in 
her Escort, and I were level on five points, 
and she was next up the hill. She 
successfully cleared the hill but damaged 
her engine in the process. 
 
Just the Greenrigg special test and then 
finish. This test is in a flat grass field 
although it was muddy getting in the gate. 

Kelly had just left by the time I got there. 
My time on this one should have been 
better but I don’t worry about it. I know 
that if Kelly’s engine had been OK she 
would have been the class 3 winner. 
 
After the test I pumped up the tyres 
cleaned some of the mud off and we 
made our way to the Stockman at Wigton 
to sign off, where we ate our pre-ordered 
meal. 
 
It was great to see John and June 
Blakeley competing in the VW Beetle and 
doing so well. Bill and Liz Bennett won 
their class, and it was unusual for Dave 
Haizelden to be beaten into second place. 
Nicola Butcher won class 4, Nicholas 
Cross won class 5, Stephen Kenny won 
class 7 and Dean Partington won class 8. 
Simon Woodall won the trial overall 
dropping only one point all day. Tris White 
and Dudley Sterry dropped two points. 
Tris beat Dudley to second place overall 
on special test times As usual a very 
enjoyable trial worth travelling the two 
hundred and eighty miles each way for. 
It’s well organised and a big thank you to 
all the marshals having to stand on those 
hills in the cold. 
 
On the way back to where we were 
staying just outside Caldbeck a strange 
noise came from the back of the car. 
Stopping in the middle of nowhere and 
looking under the car found that the drive 
shaft had come loose. Luckily the bolts 
were all there and I was able to tighten 
them all up. Whilst doing this several 
people stopped to see if we needed help 
including a young man who lived in 
Caldbeck who offered to get his father 
who was a mechanic. Many thanks to 
them 
 
The journey home was a lot quicker, only 
five hours some of the road works seemed 
to have disappeared except at the M5/M6 
junction. Did they all re-appear Monday 
morning? 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

B oth the national classic trials 
championship – for The David 
Paull Trophy – and the ultimate 
separation of production and 

classic trials were still in their infancy. 
Thus in 1978, whilst competing in the M.C.
C. “Classics” and 
events  forming 
rounds of the newly 
i n t r o d u c e d 
championship I also 
contested a number 
of production car 
trials. These were 
invariably single 
venue sections, the 
results measured by 
I n d e x  o f 
Performance and if 
competing on “Town 
and Country” pattern 
tyres despite the 
indexation a ban on 
an overall win. 
 
This anachronism has been carried 
forward to at least one event forming a 
round of the current A.C.T.C. 
championship albeit that, quite rightly, the 
indexation is ignored as far as 
championship points are concerned. For 
instance on the 14th May that year whilst 
competing in Crane Valley Motor Club’s 
Hazell Memorial Trophy Trial, I was 
disallowed the overall win as my car was 
shod on “Town and Country” pattern tyres 
and contesting in the correct class, 
despite the comment that “ Dennis 
Greenslade made it look all too easy with 
the biggest class-winning margin of all”. 
 
A month later the high hills and deep lush 
valleys of North Wales echoed to the 
sound of overworked engines and the 
clatter of rocks as forty four vehicles 
fought for honours in Chester Motor Club’s 
second Lady Mary Grosvenor Trial which 

this year was a qualifying round of the 
championship. There were certainly a 
wide variety of cars competing, including 
no less than British sporting trials 
champion Julian Fack with his Impunity 
11. Clearly lightweight and specifically 
made vehicles of that type would trounce 
the production car opposition had it not 
been for some twisty and very steep 
diversions on the sections for that class 

Julian Fack and Meg Marrion competing in 
Impunity 11. 
 
Julian built this sporting trials car in 1974. 
It was a Cannon modified with a 998cc 
Greetham Imp engine and a Hewland TC 
two speed gearbox in the centre of the 
cockpit and a 105E Anglia axle, controlled 
by an A frame and Panhard rod. Jack 
Pearce had commissioned Hewland to 
build the two speed boxes at enormous 
cost. Julian built everything else on the car 
including the front axle which was a high 
tensile aluminium scaffold pole. 
Competing in this car he won the British 
Sporting Trials Championship in 1977, 
1978 and 1979. 
 
The format for the trial, held on the hills 
surrounding Mold, was very similar to the 
previous year with stop and re-starts being 
a feature for some classes in order that a 
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scratch penalty system might be 
employed. Additionally there were varying 
tyre pressure limits for each class 
depending on the position of the engine 
and whether using standard or “Town and 
Country” pattern tyres.  
 
Although entering in the standard tyre 
class I had not studied the regulations in 
detail and was advised at scrutineering 
that I could not use my 185 x 15 Uniroyal 
Rallye 180 tyres as for this trial, only 
standard tyres as specified by the 
manufacturer could be employed – in this 
case 165 x 15. Rather galling as I had 
only just purchased and used the 
Uniroyals to compete in the Cotswold 
Clouds earlier in the year – see Section 
Ends January 2010. Consequently I 
changed over to my, then usual, Dunlop 
Weathermasters and competed in the rear 
engine “specials” class.  
 
All of the aforementioned illustrates a 
certain state of flux at the time following 
the introduction of the classic trials 
regulations and the changed class 
structure then introduced by the M.C.C. – 
reference Section Ends – January 2008. 
The trial was won overall by the then local 
resident Mike Hinde – Hillman Imp - 
beating Dick Andrews – Dellow - by just 
one point with class awards going to Mike 
Stephens, Andy Carter, Tim Maynard, 
Julian Fack, Dick Andrews and Simon 
Woodall with the team award going to 
Denis Wells – Skoda Combi, John West in 
the Oliver and myself with the VW Beetle. 
 
The next round in the championship was 
Silverton Motor Club’s Tyreservices Trial, 
which used the tracks and bridleways 
north of Exeter. The sponsored event 
attracted a somewhat disappointing entry 
of twenty-three contestants but apart from 
myself included championship contenders, 
Dick Andrews, Martin Halliday, and Frank 
Roseblade.  
 
 

The trial consisted of seventeen very 
varied sections plus two interesting and 
quite long speed tests. This was the first 
trial following the summer recess and 
Clerk of the Course, Brian Granger 
realising that not everyone would be “on 
the pace” began with a section at Stumpy 
Wood which is situated within a mile of the 
Ruffwell Hotel on the A396 Exeter – 
Tiverton road. Whilst the seemingly never-
ending section is not steep in itself it 
contains two very steep humps, which 
required certain momentum. This may 
appear a simple task of “heavy right boot” 
but drivers needed to be fully aware of the 
ominous number of trees sited along the 
desired path. Rumour had it that Simon 
Woodall, who had an argument with one 
of the trees the previous year was 
observed at the start selling pace notes for 
the section! 
 
The second section at Kitlake proved 
difficult with only the Volkswagen Beetles 
of David Turner, Andy Carter and myself 
plus Richard Penhale driving father Allin’s 
Type 3 VW, Dick Andrew’s Dellow, the 
Imp of Trevor Tead and the Volkswagen 
based Ford-engined Fiat of Herman 
Granger achieving penalty free climbs. 
There followed four relatively easy 
sections but the bumpy, grassy climb at 
Lonely Tree needed to be attempted 
cautiously. Much to our chagrin both 
David Turner and I incurred a one-point 
penalty here whilst Messrs. Carter, 
Andrews, Penhale, Tead, Granger and 
Frank Roseblade – Ford Escort – cleaned 
that section. 
 
Raddon Path immediately prior to a lunch 
halt was not responsible for any failures. 
On hand at this point was a well-equipped 
van provided by the sponsors, whose 
crew quickly and efficiently attended to 
punctures or any other tyre or tube 
problems.  
 
The climbs in the afternoon were as a 
matter of course, rougher than the 
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morning sections, particularly Heifer 
Paradise where hard rocks crashed 
against undershields as vehicles traversed 
the small stream and made their way via a 
chicane to the summit. It was on this 
section that the recently built but untried 
“mongrel” of Herman Granger retired with 
a broken drive shaft. 

 
An extremely tight and slippery path 
through Woodlands, where amongst 
others, Richard Penhale negotiated the 
Type 3 VW in expert fashion and without 
penalty, brought the trial to a close apart 
from two special tests at Livingshayes and 
Rob’s Lane. Whilst these tests were good 
fun they appeared pointless as the times 
were ignored with an Index of 
Performance being utilised. I won the trial 
overall with class wins being achieved by 
Martin Halliday, Frank Roseblade, Andy 
Carter, Dick Andrews and Mike 
Heggadon. 
 

At this point after six rounds the 
championship was being led by Frank 
Roseblade – Ford Escort, myself, second 
and Mike Hinde – Hillman Imp in third 
place. However there were three more 
rounds planned and with the best six 
scores counting much could and indeed 
did change. 

 
David Turner competing on the 1978 
Tyreservices Trial. 
 
This VW Beetle had been owned by David 
since 1975. Not surprisingly David 
prepared the car himself, fitting it with a 
1600cc Type 2 engine and with a swing 
axle. Success with the car included an M.
C.C Triple Award and the Field Trophy on 
the 1980 Land’s End Trial. 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration. 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                                                                    £13.30 
Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating  1ltr                         £9.99 
 
Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                  £4.25 
Box 10 special price                                           £37.50 
CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                £6.75 
Box 10 special price                                           £62.50 
 

Octane Plus – gives your engine a power boost 
250ml treats 50 litres unleaded petrol               £4.75 
Box 10 special price                                        £42.75 
Diesel Power Plus 
500ml treats 500 litres                                       £8.60 
 
Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres      £9.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres                                       £5.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£9.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel / Fax 01460 66434 
tim@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

Whitchurch 

MOT 
Centre 

 

Adrian Marfell 
01600 890218 
 

  Air Cooled VW Experts 

  Class 4 Beetles a speciality 

  Tyre Racks 

  Sumpguards 

  Turn-Key Cars 

  In fact, everything you need 
to keep your trials VW 
competitive 

Just off the A40 between Ross and 
Monmouth,  where the Kyrle starts 
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Championship Chat  
 
Thanks to all the competitors and Restart 
subscribers who sent me their 2010 entry 
forms well before Christmas.  It certainly 
makes the job very much easier. All car 
competitors should by now have received 
their 2010 pack. If you haven’t, and are 
reading a borrowed copy of Restart, then 
get in touch as I am aware that there were 
some strange things happening to the 
post at the back end of 2009. 
 
Encouragingly, the proportion of 
competitors, both car and bike, who elect 
to receive their SRs via their e-mails has 
risen to around 75%. This helps no-end to 
reduce the costs of running an event and 
save a lot of dreary admin work.  
 
As you’ll be aware I have been sending 
out e-versions of results as they come to 
hand (warts and all) and have also tried 
an experiment to gauge reaction to 
sending out the various car championship 
tables. This has been well received and I 
will continue to do this, but not necessarily 
after each event. 
 
On the subject of the tables, lets first have 
a look at the current Wheelspin after just 
four events. Last year’s runner-up, Tris 
White, has a ten point lead over Dudley 
Sterry, whilst ACTC Chairman Simon 
Woodall, is a further three points back 
having won both the Clee Hills and 
Northern trials. Bill Bennett and Dean 
Partington are close behind and with a 
potential of ten more events there is 
clearly room for anything to happen. 
 
Bill Bennett leads the Crackington, just, 
from Dave Haizelden, who neglected to 
win his class on the Northern. Tris White 
is in third, with a relative newcomer, 
Stephen Kingstone (Class 5 Midget) in 
fourth. All very close together and with a 
further group of competitors very close on 
their heels. 

 
 
Liz Bennett leads the Navigator’s League 
(it’s always a comfort when Liz’s score is 
the same as Bill’s – it means something 
has probably gone right!) with Kerry 
Greenland (Steve Kingstone’s navigator) 
in close attendance, together with James 
Curtis in third. 
 
As usual, event results are littered with 
TBA for the passengers, so if anyone has 
been left out of the results, let me know 
and I’ll correct it. This also goes from any 
gremlins that have crept into the other 
tables as well. 
 
In the Team Championship we do have 
four teams this year, although only one of 
them has the four members allowed, and 
only one, the No Names (Messrs 
Greenslade, Bennett and Sanders) have 
scored any points, and so are romping 
away with the trophy at the moment. 
 
I will include additional names in all the 
teams that need them as long as they get 
to me very soon. 
 
That’s pretty much all the news from my 
neck of the woods. I’m looking forward to 
doing the Torbay with Dudley and also to 
being his navigator in the course-opening 
car on the Exeter Centenary. 
 
So, as ever, hope to see you at the top of 
a hill somewhere, and good trialling. 
 
 
 

Chris Phillips 
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BSW Accounting Services 
 

Qualified ACMA Accountant & ACIS Company Secretary offers  
accountancy services to local new or ongoing small businesses 

 Maximise Profit  & Cash Flow       Minimize Costs  
Self Employed, need help with your accounts or self assessment tax return on 

line?  Need to set up a Limited Company? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

VAT   PAYE  NIC Pensions  Capital & Annual Investment allowances 
P&L Balance Sheet  Cash book  Purchase & Sale Books Cash Flow 

 
Free 1st consultation to work through options 

Contact - Barbara.selkirk@bswservices.co.uk 
www.bswservices.co.uk    01584 881351/ 07722 820933 
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POUNCY LEAGUE
Tom Beckerleg 9 NE 10 19
David Craddock 10 NE 5 15
Andrew Craddock 9 NE 4 13
Chris Poel 10 NE NE 10
Keith Johnston 9 NE NE 9
Roger Tushingham 8 NS NE 8
Stephen Bailey R NE 7 7
Julien Slade R 7 0 7
Edward Griffin 6 NE 0 6
Jill Ollis NE NE NE
Michael Wadsworth NE NE NE
Richard Dawe NE NE NE
John Webb NE NE NE
Stephen Grinter NS NE NE
Nicholas Ellery NS NE NE
Ian Jones NS NE NE

RED ROSE
Yoshi Adams 10 10 8 28
Simon Eddy 9 NE 9 18
Ian Burton 8 NE 7 15
PeterAdams 4 NE 3 7
Alexander Lidgate NE NE NE
Key. NE = Non Entry.  NS = Non Starter. R = Retired. ECC = Entered Car Class.
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Motorcycle 
Championships 
 
So early on in the season that the bike 
championship report has taken on the 
form of random jottings. 
 
OK, so the Exeter is called off. Then the 
Exmoor was so icy that half the bikes 
retired. At one point after the hail it was 
like riding on ice ball bearings. Well there 
are limits even to trialling. It is sometimes 
not appreciated that for bikes a trial is a 
different event than for cars.  
 
Maybe you haven’t thought about this but 
if every time you went a bit sideways in a 
car you got a fail. As it is, you only get 
points off when you come to a stop. Not 
so on a bike. A foot is invariably counted 
as a stop because someone else will 
manage to get further up the section 
without footing. For sporting trials you may 
well get to the end of a section and foot 
once (Could be right at the start). Result is 
a one point penalty. Marshals take note. F 
= Foot, not Fail at that particular marker. 
S= Stop. 
 
Also from a trial last year where every 
competitor to get to the end marker was 
given a 1 instead of a 0, because the 
marshal was not familiar with the method 
of scoring. Not their fault. Ha! Said some, 
it is OK if everyone is treated the same on 
that bit of hill. Not so. Say you and your 
friend are competing. Friend gets 0 points 
on one hill you get 10. You are both clean 
for the rest of the trial and on the last hill 
friend gets a 10 and you get all the way to 
the top and are given a 1.  
 
The above was written before the 
Chairman’s Trial) On one section where 
the markers were close together, I was 
given a 5 by the section marshal, then the 

start marshal came up and said it was a 7, 
as that was the marker where my foot was 
past when I came to a stop. Section 
marshal told start marshal that it was the 
points beyond the marker where the front 
wheel spindle had passed…. There then 
followed a marshals’ meeting. Ho hum. 
 
Good to see that class A is now being 
used for its intended purpose, for ore 65 
British bikes and that there appear to be 
more competing. I have sent letters to all 
the previous championship contenders 
from the past three years that have not 
renewed their ACTC membership. 
including entrance forms and program of 
events. I intend to do the same for all non 
ACTC entrants up to the Torbay Trial. 
 
In the back rooms there has been much 
activity for both the Northern Trial and to 
get the bike classes included for the 
Torbay. Please give the organizers some 
feedback. Either directly or through 
Restart. 
 
Good to see more sidecars taking part 
and quite a few different entries in the 
Chairman’s Trial. Now all we need is for 
those competitors to join the ACTC 
championships. Space for lots more. 
Spread the word. I would like also to see 
the ACTC member clubs put out ACTC 
entry forms to all their members when it is 
club membership renewal time. I have 
already sent out myself over four hundred 
forms one way or another.  
 
It would also seem that we could have a 
new sport developing. ‘Tandem Bike 
Trials’ - see page 29 in this issue for 
details! 
 
Have fun 
 
Best regards 
 

Stephen Bailey 
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Wheelspin Table 2010

Ex Clee Exm CoC Nor Tor LE Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Total

No 
Events
Scored

Tris White 6 10 9 8 33 4
Dudley Sterry 7 9 7 23 3
Simon Woodall 10 10 20 2
Bill Bennett 8 5 6 19 3
Dean Partington 9 9 18 2
Mike Workman 10 10 1
Kelly Thomas 8 1 9 2
Peter Hart 8 8 1
Russell Clarke 3 4 7 2
Giles Greenslade 7 7 1
Nick Farmer 3 3 6 2
Andrew Martin 6 6 1
Keith Sanders 6 6 1
Nicola Butcher 5 5 1
Terry Ball 5 5 1
Colin Perryman 4 4 1
Paul Bartleman 4 4 1
Michael Leete 3 3 1
David Haizelden 1 1 2 2
Tim Whellock 1 1 1

Navigator's League 2010

Ex Clee Exm CoC Nor Tor LR Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Total

No 
Events
Scored

Liz Bennett 10.2 10.1 10.5 10.3 41.1 4
Kerry Greenland 9.3 8.6 7.4 10.3 35.6 4
James Curtis 9.4 9.4 7.5 8.6 34.9 4
Chris Phillips 11.0 7.8 18.8 2
James Kenny 7.0 0.0 10.6 17.6 2
Dick Munns 8.3 9.3 17.6 2
Jade Bray 7.4 10.0 17.4 2
Donny Allen 8.0 8.0 16.0 2
Lorraine Rippon R 9.6 4.0 13.6 2
Carlie Hart 11.0 11.0 1
Sue Ludford 9.0 0.0 9.0 1
Rachel Allaway 8.5 8.5 1
Anne Whellock 6.0 6.0 1
Jim Mountain 3.0 0.0 3.0 1
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Crackington Table 2010

Ex Clee Exm CoC Nor Tor LR Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Total

No 
Events
Scored

Bill Bennett 10.2 10.1 10.5 10.3 41.1 4
David Haizelden 10.4 10.4 10.5 9.6 40.9 4
Tris White 10.0 10.6 11.0 8.8 40.4 4
Stephen Kingstone 9.3 8.6 7.4 10.3 35.6 4
James Shallcross 9.4 9.4 7.5 8.6 34.9 4
Dudley Sterry 9.0 11.0 7.0 7.8 34.8 4
Keith Sanders 10.3 10.6 10.4 31.3 3
Giles Greenslade 9.5 9.4 10.7 29.6 3
John Bell 9.2 9.5 9.3 28.0 3
Kelly Thomas 8.0 10.0 9.4 27.4 3
Simon Woodall 11.0 5.0 10.8 26.8 3
Colin Biles 8.3 6.6 9.3 24.2 3
Dean Partington 10.0 4.0 9.8 23.8 3
Reg Salway 7.6 5.0 8.4 21.0 3
Andrew Martin 9.6 11.0 20.6 2
Charles Knifton 8.4 10.6 19.0 2
Nick Cross 8.6 10.1 18.7 2
Peter Jones 9.6 8.4 18.0 2
Michael Leete 8.5 9.4 17.9 2
Stephen Kenny 7.0 0.0 10.6 17.6 2
Nicola Butcher 6.7 10.4 17.1 2
John White 7.5 8.7 16.2 2
Mal Allen 8.0 8.0 16.0 2
Russell Clarke 7.0 9.0 16.0 2
Nick Farmer 7.0 8.0 15.0 2
Andrew Rippon R 9.6 4.0 13.6 2
Nigel Jones 5.7 7.4 13.1 2
Kevin Barnes 0.0 3.0 9.6 12.6 2
Robert Hodgkinson 6.0 6.6 12.6 2
James Smith 8.6 3.0 11.6 2
Peter Hart 11.0 11.0 1
Mike Workman 11.0 11.0 1
Rob Wells 6.6 4.0 10.6 2
Terry Ball 10.5 10.5 1
Colin Perryman R 10.4 10.4 1
Dick Bolt 10.0 10.0 1
Bill Rosten 9.7 9.7 1
Stuart Roach 9.4 9.4 1
Simon Groves 9.0 9.0 1
John Ludford 9.0 0.0 9.0 1
Julian Lack 0.0 8.6 8.6 1
Paul Allaway 8.5 8.5 1
John Looker 8.4 8.4 1
Neal Vile 8.4 8.4 1
David Golightly 8.3 8.3 1
Paul Bartleman 8.0 8.0 1
Philip Tucker 8.0 8.0 1
Brian Alexander 7.6 7.6 1
Adrian Tucker-Peake 7.6 7.6 1
Eric Wall 7.5 7.5 1
Richard Peck 7.4 7.4 1
Duncan Stephens 7.4 7.4 1
Alistair McVittie 6.8 6.8 1
Bruce Aitken 6.5 6.5 1
Jim Walsh 6.5 6.5 1
John Wilton 6.5 6.5 1
David Miller 6.0 6.0 1
Nigel Moss 6.0 6.0 1
Tim Whellock 6.0 6.0 1
Adrian Linnecor 5.0 5.0 1
Dean Yarranton 5.0 5.0 1
Leslie Newell 4.0 4.0 1
Michael Chatwin 3.0 3.0 1
Stuart Highwood 3.0 3.0 1
Peter Mountain 3.0 0.0 3.0 1
David Bache 2.0 0.0 2.0 1
Philip Hyde 2.0 0.0 2.0 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith R 2.0 2.0 1
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
6th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
7th March March Hare Falcon MC * 
13th March Hereford VSCC * 
14th March Mechanics Stroud MC * 
21st March Torbay Torbay MC Championship (C) 
2nd April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
4th April President’s Camel Vale * 
17th April Kimber MGCC * 
18th April Scottish VSCC * 
18th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
25th April Bovey Down Windwhistle MC * 
16th May Ilkley Trial Ilkley MC Championship (C/M) 

12th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
2nd October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
9th October Ebworth Stroud MC ACTC invite 
9th October Welsh VSCC * 
17th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead MC Championship (C/M) 
24th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
31st October Tarka North Devon MC Championship (M) 
6th November Lakeland VSCC * 
7th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
14th November Hardy Woolbridge  
28th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
28th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
5th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

    

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 
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Crackington Table 2010

Ex Clee Exm CoC Nor Tor LR Kyr Ilk T&T Edi ExC Tam All CaC Total

No 
Events
Scored

Bill Bennett 10.2 10.1 10.5 10.3 41.1 4
David Haizelden 10.4 10.4 10.5 9.6 40.9 4
Tris White 10.0 10.6 11.0 8.8 40.4 4
Stephen Kingstone 9.3 8.6 7.4 10.3 35.6 4
James Shallcross 9.4 9.4 7.5 8.6 34.9 4
Dudley Sterry 9.0 11.0 7.0 7.8 34.8 4
Keith Sanders 10.3 10.6 10.4 31.3 3
Giles Greenslade 9.5 9.4 10.7 29.6 3
John Bell 9.2 9.5 9.3 28.0 3
Kelly Thomas 8.0 10.0 9.4 27.4 3
Simon Woodall 11.0 5.0 10.8 26.8 3
Colin Biles 8.3 6.6 9.3 24.2 3
Dean Partington 10.0 4.0 9.8 23.8 3
Reg Salway 7.6 5.0 8.4 21.0 3
Andrew Martin 9.6 11.0 20.6 2
Charles Knifton 8.4 10.6 19.0 2
Nick Cross 8.6 10.1 18.7 2
Peter Jones 9.6 8.4 18.0 2
Michael Leete 8.5 9.4 17.9 2
Stephen Kenny 7.0 0.0 10.6 17.6 2
Nicola Butcher 6.7 10.4 17.1 2
John White 7.5 8.7 16.2 2
Mal Allen 8.0 8.0 16.0 2
Russell Clarke 7.0 9.0 16.0 2
Nick Farmer 7.0 8.0 15.0 2
Andrew Rippon R 9.6 4.0 13.6 2
Nigel Jones 5.7 7.4 13.1 2
Kevin Barnes 0.0 3.0 9.6 12.6 2
Robert Hodgkinson 6.0 6.6 12.6 2
James Smith 8.6 3.0 11.6 2
Peter Hart 11.0 11.0 1
Mike Workman 11.0 11.0 1
Rob Wells 6.6 4.0 10.6 2
Terry Ball 10.5 10.5 1
Colin Perryman R 10.4 10.4 1
Dick Bolt 10.0 10.0 1
Bill Rosten 9.7 9.7 1
Stuart Roach 9.4 9.4 1
Simon Groves 9.0 9.0 1
John Ludford 9.0 0.0 9.0 1
Julian Lack 0.0 8.6 8.6 1
Paul Allaway 8.5 8.5 1
John Looker 8.4 8.4 1
Neal Vile 8.4 8.4 1
David Golightly 8.3 8.3 1
Paul Bartleman 8.0 8.0 1
Philip Tucker 8.0 8.0 1
Brian Alexander 7.6 7.6 1
Adrian Tucker-Peake 7.6 7.6 1
Eric Wall 7.5 7.5 1
Richard Peck 7.4 7.4 1
Duncan Stephens 7.4 7.4 1
Alistair McVittie 6.8 6.8 1
Bruce Aitken 6.5 6.5 1
Jim Walsh 6.5 6.5 1
John Wilton 6.5 6.5 1
David Miller 6.0 6.0 1
Nigel Moss 6.0 6.0 1
Tim Whellock 6.0 6.0 1
Adrian Linnecor 5.0 5.0 1
Dean Yarranton 5.0 5.0 1
Leslie Newell 4.0 4.0 1
Michael Chatwin 3.0 3.0 1
Stuart Highwood 3.0 3.0 1
Peter Mountain 3.0 0.0 3.0 1
David Bache 2.0 0.0 2.0 1
Philip Hyde 2.0 0.0 2.0 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith R 2.0 2.0 1


