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Now well known in classic trials as well as sporting trials where it originated, this 
unit has solve the diff problem for those cars using Escort or BMC ‘A’ series axles. 
Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, instead of two in 
the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller bearings. No production 
components are used, and the superb new casing is machined from solid high 
grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £520 (no VAT, while stocks last) but what price can you 
put on having the confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your 
results are bound to improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and 
still be able to drive home after the event!  
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Julian Fack, Orchard Farm, Shareshill, Wolverhampton WV10 7LE 
Or leave a message on 07812 108 588 at any time 
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EDITORIAL 
Editor: Pat Toulmin 
Northbrook            Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands        Jonathan Toulmin 
Heath End         Tel: 01789 731332  
Snitterfield                                        jonathan@toulmin.info      
Stratford on Avon                    
CV37 0PP         
Tel:   01789 731332                    ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
pat@toulmin.info       
 
 
An editor’s lot is not a happy one at  times…. not only has F&M deprived us of trials to 
compete on and to write about (although this is nothing compared to what it has done to 
our farmers’ livelihoods and shouldn’t be written about lightly), but also Dennis contacted 
me to say that he wouldn’t be able, for the first time ever, to meet my deadline. He has 
been very busy and needed a well deserved holiday, so there is no Section Ends this  
time. 
 
However we do have a magazine, thanks to Fred Mills and Derek Reynolds, who have 
allowed me to reproduce some of their Fell Side articles; to Jonathan who has written 
the first of  a short series of articles on old trials’ hills hunting and last but not least the 
authors of the Exmoor Clouds, who had such a short deadline. As usual many thanks to 
all my authors. 

 

Ideal stocking filler or must have ACTC accessory?? 
 

ACTC have produced a club calendar for 2008 
 

A different scenic photograph for each month 
 

Complete with the dates of all ACTC trials 
 

A4 spiral bound 
 

Only £6.50 inc postage 
 

Please send orders to Mrs Pat Toulmin, Northbrook, 4, Briery Lands,  
Heath End, Snitterfield, Stratford on Avon, CV37 0PP 

 
Please make cheques payable to The Association of Classic Trials Clubs 
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There has been something of a cabinet 
reshuffle on the ACTC Council. After 
seven years in office we say farewell and 
our many grateful thanks to Adrian Tucker
-Peake who steps down from the 
secretary’s bit and up to the mark steps 
Pete Barr. Pete hails from Redruth (ish) 
and drives a class 4 Beetle. A green 1303 
for those of you who want to put a face to 
the name. I’m sure Pete will be an asset to 
the organisation, indeed his first outing, at 
the September Council meeting 
demonstrated his ability to enter minutes 
into his computer and still keep up with the 
debate. We also have a fresh face 
providing the quality feedback on events 
as Dave Foreshew replaces Dave 
Haizelden in that role. Dave H has held 
this role for many years and has provided 
organisers with many useful and kindly 
received bits of advice. He will be a tough 
act to follow. Dave F acquired the ex Pete 
Fear Dingo at the beginning of this year 
and has already made his mark in it with 
success in the Northern. This probably 
means that Bill and Bryan will actually get 
a chance to drive the family G.V.S. again. 
To complete the trio of new faces we have 
added Ian Davis, 2005 Wheelspin 
champion, to the top table as PR Officer. 
Ian is already PR Officer (cars) for the 
MCC and by taking the same role for 
ACTC he can put a public face on the 
whole sport rather than just one club. 
 
As a slightly peripheral piece of 
information, whilst we are talking about 
the roles carried out in the background of 
the sport, I might just add that Dudley 
Sterry joins me on the MSA Trials 

Committee to represent the MCC’s 
interests. You are of course still stuck 
with me. 
 
The really hot topic of the moment and 
the big thing to affect us next year is 
the latest curious dictate from MSA 
house. This is called “passenger 
licencing” and in essence it means that 
passengers on “one-day” events will be 

required to be members of an invited club. 
Although this may seem to be a new edict, 
it is in fact simply a tightening up of the 
existing rules. Have a look at M3.2.8 if you 
don’t believe me. The rule of thumb that 
you need to work to is that if the driver in 
an event requires a competitions licence, 
then his/her passenger must be able to 
produce a valid membership card at 
signing on. Not just any club membership 
card, but for one of the invited clubs. If you 
don’t need a competition licence, such as 
for the MCC events, then there is no 
change. For MCC events your passenger 
requires nothing. Well nothing other than 
the sense of slight insanity that they 
already require. 
 
To make life easy for those of you whose 
passenger has no desire to be a member 
of one of the clubs, then ACTC has 
introduced the idea of “passenger 
membership”. For the princely sum of one 
pound, your passenger can become a 
passenger member of ACTC for life. This 
fee will be payable either with your event 
entry fees, or hopefully, if the organisers 
are sorted properly, at the start of events. 
You will need to train you passenger to 
keep their card, ‘cos if they loose it, we’ll 
charge them, or more likely you the driver, 
another pound to replace it. Those of you 
that are registered for the Navigators 
League will be automatically added to the 
passenger membership role. For those of 
you who like to be well organised, an 
application form for ACTC membership 
will appear on the website shortly. 
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Now, go back and read this paragraph 
again, because it is important that you 
understand it. 
 
Those of you who are already planning 
your 2008 season should make a note to 
check that your passport is up to date for 
a trip to Yorkshire in May as the Ilkley 
Classic, after a few years of getting itself 
sorted, is now a championship round. I 
promise you that the effort of getting up 
there will be worthwhile, not just for the 
glorious views across he moors, nor just 
for the free pie and peas at the finish, but 
for a well organised thoroughly enjoyable 
event. 
 
As a follow on from the discussion about 
passenger licencing much debate too 
place at the September ACTC Council 
meeting on the subject of passenger ages. 
Currently the rule is that passenger is any 
vehicle must be at least 14 years old. The 
proposal is to amend that. The new rule 
will reduce the age to 12 for passengers in 
closed cars whilst leaving the age at 14 for 
open cars. I shall be taking this proposal 

to MSA committee in the spring, to 
become law in January 2009 if Motor 
Sports Council find it acceptable, but I 
would welcome any feedback from 
competitors as to what they think. 
 
With the dreaded Foot & Mouth knocking 
out the initial autumn events there was 
some discussion about adding other 
events to the calendar to make up the 
numbers, but it was felt that it would not 
be fair on competitors to make them 
change their plans at this late stage. The 
ACTC rules already have a sliding scale of 
events run and events to count and this 
will factor in the changes. 
 
We will be making ACTC calendars 
available again shortly, and hope that you 
will all treat yourselves to one. Whilst 
doing some organisational work for the 
Clee Hills Trial recently, I was both 
pleased and surprised to find that the 
calendar that I had presented to the start./
finish venue has pride of place in the bar. 
Other organisers might want to consider 
this. 

 
The ACTC Dinner and Dance was another great success, and I understand that the 
same venue has already been booked for a repeat performance on the same weekend. 
One of the feature of this evening was the presentation of the awards, and having not 
revealed the destination of the discresionary awards until that evening, I can now do so. 
 
Trial of the Year: Camel Hans’ ingenious new scoring system 

gave every one a crack at the overall 
positions on an event often criticised for 
its use of “index of performance” 

 
Rest and be Thankful: Judy Phillips Judy has made a comeback this year, 

and even Adrian’s normally excellent 
results show the improvement of having 
a regular back in the left hand seat 

 
Tractor Tug: Nick Farmer A problem with a broken blower belt on 

the Exmoor Clouds should have spelled 
retirement, but continuous tinkering, 
resulted not just in a finish, but class 
victory as well 
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Moore: Ian Wilton Everyone enjoys seeing the Trojans, 
and their sedate pace around the route 
as well as up the sections makes one 
forget just how competitive they are 

 
Mike Massey: Adrian Tucker-Peake In spite of the pressures of launching 

his own business Adrian has found time 
to keep ACTC on the straight and 
narrow. We will miss his help 

 
Wait ‘til Next Year: Emma Robilliard Turning in class winning performances 

straight out of the blocks  
 
Coupe des Dames:  Nicola Wainwright Steadily amassing points, and with  
       latter day support from Emma  
       showing the boys that class 4 is  
       definitely the “girlie” class. 

Hans Viertel receiving the Trial of the Year Trophy from Mary Moore 
(Photo by Pete Barr)  
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The 2007 Ilkley Classic Trial - 
Fun in the Sun 

by Myke Pocock 
 

2 007. Rain God Nil, Ilkley Classic 
Trial, One. What a contrast to last 
year when the wet stuff conspired 
to make the grassy sections near 

impossible for most. 
 
A scan of the entry list showed that Fell 
Side Auto Club had creditable 7 entrants 
on the 2007 Ilkley and District Motor 
Club’s Ilkley Classic Trial. Six of those 
entrants were on a variety of four-wheeled 
transport and one on two wheels. Included 
amongst those 6 4-wheeled entrants was 
Michael Stead in his gloriously eccentric 
looking 1958 Mk 6 Buckler/Ford which I 
had first come across on this year’s 
Northern Classic Trial. This vehicle owes 
nothing to aesthetics but all to purpose. I 
presume that the designer of this vehicle 
had a habit of wearing his underpants on 
the outside of his trousers as the cars 
tubular space-frame type chassis is visible 
to all, being clad internally. What a 
delightful, eclectic, mix of vehicles turn up 
for classic trials.  
 
It is a pleasure to be able to compete on a 
trial within one day, setting off from home 
at 5 am, could have been later, and finally 
returning home by 8:30pm. We, my Better 
‘Arf and me, travelled 3 up with Chris 
Veevers who had been substituted for 
Derek Reynolds usual companion, Fred 
Mills in Derek’s unique, in trialling terms, 
Daf 66. 
 
We had to abandon Chris at our start time 
of 9:08, as Derek was nowhere to be 
seen, and set of for our first competition of 
the day in glorious weather. Carr Side 1 
and 2 has been used every year since the 
re-introduction of the Ilkley into the trialling 
calendar. We therefore knew what to 
expect but that did nought to prevent a 
hard fought but ultimately disappointing 

score of 7 on the first hill despite being 
able to observe prior competitors. Matters 
were made worse when Nigel Jones in his 
1174cc Estelle, mine being a modified 
1296, stormed up the hill with ease from 
the start line. Unfortunately he managed 
to swipe the 7 marker out but had 
managed far superior traction off the line. 
Section 2 felt better but resulted in a 
measly 9 but was average for the class. 
Ted Holloway had driven all the way from 
Dartford in his newly built Estelle, arriving 
in Ilkley at 3 am in the morning. He spent 
the day playing it cautiously with his tyre 
pressures due to the fact that he had to 
drive back home, brave man! This led to a 
measly 12 and 9 on the first two hills but 
the ‘drive to all trials’ brigade would be full 
of praise of him. 
 
Section 3, Browns Wood, was a very short 
run uphill from the roadside to a sharp left 
where the restart for all was placed. It was 
then an easy uphill track to the section 
end. After a short delay to extract the 
BMW of Wendy Wood we had little trouble 
after some wheel-spin from the restart to 
make the section ends forgetting initially 
however to get the scorecard signed. This 
is where the Ilkley differs from all other 
trials in that competitors carry their own 
scorecard, which is changed at the lunch 
halt.  
 
Now then, I have made it clear in the past 
that I am not a supporter of slow special 
tests so Dob Park Splash, that we were 
informed in the route book had been used 
since the turn of the century (the 20th 
presumably) was approached with a little 
trepidation. In 2004 we had failed this one 
by dropping a front wheel into an invisible 
hole in the water so a different strategy 
was planned. This resulted in us getting 
the fastest time overall but at least we 
didn’t fail!  
 
It was then off just up the road to a series 
of sections, Sword Point1, 2 and 3, which 
were close to each other The first was a 
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straight run up hill with a slight deviation at 
the mid point. Starting on soil then on to a 
harder surface, good traction was gained 
all the way and a nice zero on the 
scorecard. The only class that had 
problems were the FWD brigade, all 
scoring 11s or 12s. Last year the wet 
caused problems just getting to the line for 
Sword Point 2. No such calamity this time 
but once more, longish grass meant that 
traction was achieved by careful 
application of the loud pedal. A right 
hander partway up turned us across the 
hill then a 90 left and some boot took us to 
the 3 marker but should have been more 
with less wheelspin. Number 3 was a 
further few hundred yards up the road 
then right on forestry track to the section 
start. This one was amongst trees on a 
loose soily surface, starting straight up hill, 
turning left then right for a run to the 
section ends. I had chance to view a few 
tackling this one and to plan my attack. 
Ran out of puff at the 3 marker feeling a 
bit more aggression had been required at 
the last right hander but the results show 
three of us on 3 and two on 2 in class 4 so 
not so bad after all. 
 
One advantage of the Ilkley, which has a 
road mileage of about 70 and so many 
sections to tackle, is that there are rarely 
many road miles to travel between 
sections. Another feature is the number of 
sections that are grouped together so it 
was then on to Fewston 1 and 2, sections 
8 and 9 on the day. Once more the first 
started on long grass with a steep, short 
hill at the end but was cleaned by all in 
Class 4 and only caused problems for a 
few cars. Number 2 was a hill I wanted to 
do better on than in my last two attempts. 
It started, once again, on grass then 
steepened on an angle past a stone wall 
then up on to a track that ran at right 
angles to the start position. I have taken 
this gently in the past as I did not want to 
hit the wall. However, it had either had 
some work done on it or had been hit by 
someone else, as it was not as close to 

the line of attack. Result, I decided to 
attack but didn’t plan to swipe out the 11 
marker and then grind to a halt at the 9. 
Consequently a score of 11 due to the 
‘hitting the marker’ rule. Peels Wood was 
another initially on grass but easy this 
year. The upper classes had a deviation to 
cope with not far from the start line and 
with the exception of Ed Nickel in his tasty 
Dellow Replica who easily outperformed 
all the others with a score of 3; this did it 
for the rest. The lunch halt beckoned but 
there was just the question of Hey Slack 
to contend with first. This year the start 
line for the lower classes was further away 
from the short, steep uphill end and we 
were invited to plan our approach by 
walking the route. My route took me over 
a very sharp edge with the body skid plate 
sliding on this but with a bit of throttle we 
got over and then floored it to clear the 
section with ease. From the results, this 
ledge looks to have caused a few 
problems for some.  
 
Following lunch, Wilson’s Wood should 
have been an easy section, having 
cleaned this in the past even with a restart 
and rain last year. However the setting up 
crew had devised a cunning plan to keep 
us on our toes and deviated the route off 
the forest track at the 3 marker. A good 
spread of 3s throughout the score sheet 
show that I was not the only one to fall for 
this. ‘Must pay attention more’ will have to 
be on my report book for this section. 
 
Brimham Lodge 1 was another section on 
rough farmland with a good covering of 
long grass. Last year’s failure to get of the 
start line was blown into the weeds with a 
gentle drive off the line to get traction then 
as it turned slightly left, more speed and 
wheelspin where the soil was exposed 
from previous competitors took us steeply 
uphill to a very satisfying 2. We then got a 
very efficient tow out for the last few feet 
by the local farmer and his 4-wheel drive 
tractor. Brimham Lodge 2 was another go 
slow test despatched with a fairly fast time 
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but a look at the result sheet shows that 
some may have completed this with much 
clutch slip to get the slow times posted. 
 
Incline 1 and 2 followed with a marshal 
warning us on entry to the access track to 
keep it quiet due to complaints from 
residents. We were to tackle Incline 1 
only, the second being reserved for the 
higher classes. After something like 15 
minutes wait for more resident trouble and 
then the recovery of a Micra by a Range 
Rover, which helped to chew the section 
up a bit more, it was our time. Through the 
gate, turn sharp left and, keeping it nice 
and slow I inched up the section feeling 
that at any moment I would get wheelspin 
and need to dip the clutch. Baldrick had 
other plans however and kept on going 
then, when we got to the cut up bit, 
accelerated away and cleaned it in style. 
Another zero to make the scorecard look 
better. The plan was now to do the same 
on Watergate, my favourite section of the 
trial. I may well have dropped my 
pressures too low as, despite the planned 
speed through the stream, we ran out of 
grunt disappointingly at the 9 marker. The 
score sheet shows all the Skodas had 9s 
or 10s so there may be another 
explanation, but that is simply a feeble 
and pathetic excuse by the author.  
 
The Ilkley and District Motor Club pulled 
another crafty plan out of the hat with a 
neat deviation at the 9 marker, designed 
to catch us out on the Cock Hill Mines 
section. The marshal on the start line was 
very insistent that no one would be 
allowed to walk beyond the start line. 
However the deviation was just visible 
from here so I was easily able to make it 
before the restart line. This is usually an 
easy section to clean but the deviation 
caught out many as evident from the final 
scores. 
 
Strid Wood 1 & 2 were, once again, 
adjacent to each other in a hilly field. This 
year in contrast to previous years, we 

were given a run down hill to the start of 1, 
before turning back on ourselves up a 
narrow gully. Last year I comprehensively 
swiped out one of the markers on the 
bend near the start of the section so was 
pleased that it had been re-positioned this 
time around. Plenty of speed and traction 
took us up the section with a slight 
deviation and steep bit at the end to nicely 
round things off. Another zero to make 
things on the scorecard look half-decent. 
The second section involved a straight 
uphill pull with a 90 right onto a firm track 
then a short run to a 90 left up a short 
steep grassy slope. Good traction up the 
first part, plenty of revs to get onto the 
track, a hairy left turn and then the back 
end broke away to the left to record a 1.  
 
Hawpike 1 & 2 were new to all not having 
been used before. Both on grassy 
farmland the first involved a run of a few 
feet to a right turn up a twisty gully with 
long grass and reeds. This one caused no 
problems to the higher classes; all 
cleaning it, but the grass caught out some 
in the lower echelon. The second section 
was a very short run through a gate and a 
small step, after running through a small 
stream to get to the section start. This one 
needed revs to clear the step and then up 
hill between two trees taking it steady not 
to hit them, drop down hill into a dip then 
up a gully with more revs to clean the 
section. Another zero. This was getting 
monotonous. Not what I am used to.  
 
Due to the poor weather during the 
previous week, not apparent to us on the 
day, the last two sections had been 
cancelled so it was just the task of 
polishing off the last of the three special 
tests. Again on grass, this took us down 
hill, between two posts and a gate in a dry
-stone wall then up hill to the flying finish. 
However as this was a slow test the finish 
was meant to be anything but flying. Not 
my best performance, I was one of only 5 
to fail this as I lost traction going up hill 
trying for a slow time. This led to a score 
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other makes available 

of 6 for a failed test. Pumping up my tyres 
allowed me to observe two Marlins clear 
the second gateway then slalom up the hill 
to gain more time. Not to be outdone the 
next competitor cleared the wall gateway 
then turned left, ran along the line of the 
wall then turned back before making for 
the winning line. Ridiculous to mark things 
out so it could be done, although I cannot 
knock the competitors for trying it, but not 
what a special test is all about. John 
Rhodes in the Dutton should, however, be 
awarded a special prize for managing an 
amazing 167 seconds. The fastest 
recorded was 9!  
 
A fun day, lovely weather and countryside, 
varied sections, poor results by me on 
some are an incentive to revisit. The 
results were posted in double quick time 
the following day and revealed that we 
had managed to beat the other Skodas 
and split the Beetles with a second in 

class. Despite my dislike for slow tests it 
goes to show how critical a failure could 
be as I was only 3 points in front of 
Michael Leete in his Beetle in 3rd spot. 
 
What we need now, up North, is someone 
else to give it a try and organise a classic 
trial to complement the Northern and 
Ilkley. The quality off entries on both these 
trials and the level of competition goes to 
show that a good, competitive trial does 
not necessarily need numbers of entrants 
up in the 70s and 80s. If you compete and 
organise PCTs and PCAs it is not a 
quantum leap to organising a small classic 
trial, just needing commitment and 
enthusiasm. Ten or so sections, some 
repeated, two special tests and an initial 
entry of 30 or so should give organisers a 
good initial experience. Someone else 
give it a try in the North of the country and 
repay the trialling world for your previous 
competitive outings with other clubs.         
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Ilkley Trial Photos 
by Sharon 
Webster 

 
Steve Lister,  
Dellow Mk 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Bamber,  
Austin Grasshopper 

 
 
 
Robin Isaacs,  
Mini Moke 
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The 2007 ACTC Dinner Dance 
 by Giles Greenslade 

 

O n a perfect summer evening in 
June, we held the third Annual 
Dinner and Dance since its 
reintroduction in 2005. 

 
Once again a new venue had been 
chosen and despite being further South 
West than we would ideally like, it does 
seem to be the best value for money of 
those tried so far. It has therefore already 
been booked again for next year. 
 
The evening itself should have been 
simple to arrange and all seemed to be, 
until we arrived only to find an afternoon 
wedding reception taking place in the 
room we had booked. The person with 
whom we confirmed the booking was on 
holiday, and the rest of the staff believed 
we were in a smaller venue and had 
everything already set-up. It was 
immediately clear that fitting ninety people 
into a room catering for only seventy-five 
was not going to work, and it wouldn’t 
have even been possible to present the 
awards. 
 
After some frantic discussions it was 
agreed we would use the room we had 
booked but 
couldn’t then 
get into it until 
an hour before 
the evening 
was due to 
begin. On the 
positive side, at 
least the 
reception was 
only for the 
afternoon! 
 
By 7.30, 
everyone had 
arrived and the 
room was ready 
(just). From 
thereon in 

things proceeded smoothly and to 
plan.Again, our kind sponsors ensured 
free wine on the tables with a choice of 
Vin de Haizelden, Vin de Martin, Vin 
d’Adams and Vin De Petherick, in 
recognition of the four principal trophy 
winners. 
 
The highlight of the evening was “the” 
Andrew Martin speech., which went on for 
twice as long as everyone else’s put 
together! We have extended the evening 
next year in case he wins again. 
 
It was great to see more of the bikers in 
attendance this year and hope that this is 
a growing trend. 
 
There are a lot of people to thank for their 
assistance with putting on the evening 
including Peninsular TVR and Competition 
Car Insurance our two main sponsors. 
Pete Barr did a great job taking 
photographs and if anyone wants a copy 
of themselves picking up their award then 
please contact him.  We were also able to 
display photos of all our award winners 
thanks to the kind generosity of Dave 
Cook who sent me an array of pictures 
from throughout the year. 
 
Next year’s date is June 14th, so put it in 

(Photo by Pete Barr) 
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The 2007 Ebworth Trial 
by Alan Spencer 

 

T he last time I competed on this 
event was some fourteen years 
ago in my 1967, converted Mini 
(that many people said I would 

never get to work, but did after a fashion). 
It was a most enjoyable event even after 
replacing the drive-shaft coupling I had 
broken on the previous hill during the 
lunch break. That car was sold about a 
year ago and now resides in Somerset. 
 
To take its place I bought a class 8 sports 
car (the Parsons Ford), apparently built for 
the job – strong, powerful, rear wheel 
drive and expected to set the world alight 
– it hasn’t happened yet! 
 
Following the MCC’s decision to cancel 
this year’s Edinburgh trial my son and I 
entered this year’s Ebworth, expecting a 
good but hard trial and we were not 
disappointed at all. With a 53-car entry the 
event was a twelve-hill trial with each hill 
run three times, touring round the tracks in 
Ebworth Woods, which is normally a very 
tranquil area run by the National Trust and 
the Woodland Trust. All sections were 
subdivided, there were eight restarts and 
a special test. 
 
The entry consisted of 21 class eight cars, 
of various types, including Richard Nare’s  
MG special and the Reliant Rebel based 
special of Roger Apew, which seemed to 
climb everything, despite its engine size; 8 
class seven cars – Marlins, Lieges, 
Duttons and a Hillman ‘Gimp’ (a big 
engined Imp I suppose); 3 big class six 
Beetles; 8 class 4s - 1300cc Beetles, 
Skodas, Hillman Imps and the rather nice 
Fiat 850cc special of Brian Alexander from 
Holsworthy; class 3 was made up of 
seven Escorts and one BMW (has the 
Stroud club the most Escorts owned by 
club members?) and in class one there 
was the solitary VW Golf of Dave 

Haizelden, however this Golf thinks it’s a 
Land Rover, as the ‘master’ Dave seems 
to get it up anything. 
 
Some of the hills were a little like sections 
that would not be out of place on a 
sporting trial and so were very challenging 
for ordinary cars. Devil’s Hill was steep 
and muddy through trees, a nice hill but I 
managed to bend the front mudguard and 
smash a rear light reversing back down 
after failing! 
 
On Fosten’s Bank, for no apparent reason 
I drove into the muddy bit and beached 
my car – very embarrassing. Apologies to 
those who pushed me out and I covered in 
mud.  
 
However there was a good balance of 
sections, with hills like Cowlege where I 
managed to get off the restart on the 
second round – I was very pleased with 
that. Seeing we were in the Cotswolds 
hills 11 and 12 were called Cotswold 
Avenue 1 and 2 and these sections put a 
smile on the faces of most drivers, as they 
were pleasant blasting climbs up steep 
grassy tracks. 
 
The Ebworth was a good event all those 
years ago and it still lives up to the ‘Stroud 
challenge’ today. Will I return, YES, but 
firstly I must  learn how to reverse back 
down those tree-lines hills. 
 
The verdict? Most challenging, but a great 
day out. 

 

Please help your 
championship 

secretary and return 
your 2008 ACTC entry 

form as soon as 
possible. 
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Stroud & District Motor Club’s 
Ebworth Trial 

by Brian Alexander,  
(The Fiat Fanatic) 

 

T his was to be the first classic trial 
for my rebuilt Fiat 850 Special.  It 
had been rendered “hors de 
combat” some two years ago as 

the result of an unfortunate coming 
together with a lorry and a Fiat Marea 
estate (would you believe!?) after a total 
brake failure. The already much patched 
up bodywork was rendered beyond 
practical repair, so a “new” shell had to be 
found and the subsequent rebuild, 
involving an unbelievable number of man 
hours, saw very little of the original car 
left. In the spirit of the original intention 
however, the car remains basically in 
standard factory specification apart, that 
is, from a few minor tweaks, a little more 
ground clearance and some serious under 
body protection I have long since given up 
expectations of class awards, at least in 
the one day trials. Class wins and various 
PCT successes have happened in the 
past but the competition grows ever more 
serious and the ruts deeper and although 
the car is probably a little more 
competitive than it once was, the driving 
skills have improved little! The situation of 
being the underdog however I find 
appealing. The (admittedly rare) 
successes obtained are so much more 
satisfying and I hope the Fiat is different 
enough to create some interest. I guess it 
must be the only one left in trialling, and I 
feel it would be a shame to see it pass into 
obscurity. 
  
The Ebworth was an unknown quantity but 
did provide the chance to get back into the 
swing of things after a considerable 
interlude of marshalling and passengering. 
 
Things started very badly however, when, 
on leaving home in Bude at 5.30 in the 
morning I discovered that the “sealed” lid 

had come off a newly purchased flask and 
swamped the contents of my holdall with 
hot coffee. The attempts to rescue and dry 
out all my soaking documents (including 
the vital MOT certificate!) before they 
disintegrated resulted in a rather late start. 
The mobile phone was also shorted out 
and has shown no sign of life ever since! I 
was consequently rather late collecting my 
latest passenger, Bude motor club 
member Melvyn Tubb, from a very dark 
and damp Bradworthy, in North Devon 
and further delays occurred in Stroud 
trying to locate the very cunningly 
concealed B4070. After circling the town 
with numerous false starts we eventually 
found it, and made our way to the start, by 
far the latest to arrive. Venturing through a 
maze of tracks in Ebworth Woods to find 
the start we were made aware of the 
considerable task faced by the organisers 
in signing the route. By the time we 
arrived at scrutineering we had lost all 
sense of direction and after following the 
convoy of cars via a tortuous route to the 
first section, I was completely lost.! 
 
 Our first section , Butlers Grove, was 
memorable, 4 of class 2 and 4 out of the 6 
class 4 cars ahead of us failed to make it 
to the top  and others struggled, but the 
Fiat cleared it with ease. I am not sure 
who was more surprised, us or the 
marshals! Our delight was short lived 
however, because from then on reality  set 
in, the sections became ever steeper and 
more slippery and we scored a succession 
of 9s and 10s with just an occasional 8. 
The second round was no better, again 
we elatedly cleaned Butlers Grove, but the 
rest of the hills just got greasier as time 
went on, we were miffed to see that the 
Skodas of Nigels Jones and Scotford, cars 
we had hopes of competing with were now 
steadily outclimbing us. A score of 7 on 
Cowlease became a highlight. The 3rd 
round proved even worse with no less 
than six 11s! We were still able to clean 
Butlers Grove, however, it seemed to 
have a different sort of mud to the others!  
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Ebworth Trial 
Photographs on 
Beechwood 
 
 
by Pat & Jonathan 
Toulmin 
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 As for the rest of class 4, the awesome 
Ian Moss 1200 Imp (62 dropped) only just 
managed to stay ahead of young Emma 
Robilliard (66) in what must be one of the 
best prepared Beetles ever, They were 
way ahead of everyone else, third place 
man Dave Shayler’s Beetle being no less 
than 156 points behind! 
 
I did not see very much of the other class 
competitors, but apparently in class 2, 
only 3 of the Escorts managed to beat Ian 
Moss’s score of 62, Harvey Walters 8 
points clear of Dick Bolt, who had to 
change an alternator, with Simon Groves, 
after a diff change, a further 2 points 
behind. Classes 1 and 5 had only single 
entries, Dave Hazleden’s Golf dropped 
only 80 points, impressive for a front 
wheel drive car, but Keith Sanderson’s 
Scimitar SS never made it to the finish. 
Class 6 went to Gary Browning’s 2 litre 
Beetle, (94), class 7 was a another 
decisive win for Andrew Martin, (79) with 
Rick Neale (113) making it a 1-2 for the 
Duttons, ahead of Mal Allen’s Marlin Ford.
(136). The Trolls of Paul Bartleman (52), 

and Nigel Moss, (73) first and second in 
class 8 were actually beaten by the 
“Morris” Trialmaster of best Stroud 
member Carl Talbot. (49).   
 
Best score of the day was by Harvey 
Walters who dropped only 47. The fact 
that many sections seemed to be most 
difficult at the bottom must account for the 
wide range of scores, with many dropping 
well over 200 marks during the day. With 
36 “stoppers” I suppose I should not be 
too disheartened at my own highest-ever 
points score record in a trial! I can at least 
gain some satisfaction from the fact that 
the Fiat was still intact and running as well 
as ever at the finish, having managed to 
avoid all the trees Finishing last overall 
means that I can only improve in future! 
The hardest part was always reversing 
back down with zero grip, and very many 
thanks are due to the notably efficient 
band of helpers always to hand to rescue 
those in difficulties. All in all it was an 
excellent and very challenging trial. Many 
congratulations to Stroud and District for a 
first class event. 

Brian on Far Bank 
(Photo by Dave Cook) 

16 

Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 

Air bottle repairs & refills 
Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 

Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 
 

If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 

 
4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 

Junction 10, M5 
Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

 

A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN    ULTRABURN UNIT  NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 
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Fell Siders go to Derbyshire 
2005 

by Fred Mills 
 

A s some of you may know Derek 
Reynolds and I take part in some 
of the major classic trials in a 
DAF66, possibly not the most 

suitable car for the job. Sometimes the 
hardest part of a trial for a DAF is the run 
down to the start, which can be up to 250 
miles away. Over the years we have had a 
dashboard fire, collapsed front wheel 
bearing, broken propeller shaft, differential 
failure, several alternator failures, non-
operational starter motor, punctures, 
various electrical problems and invariably 
iced up carburettors. So, it was something 
of a novelty to arrive at Tamworth 
Services early enough to have a short 
sleep before our start time. We only had to 
fix two lights for scrutineering. 
 
Our start number was so high that we 
were only seven competitors ahead of the 
closing car. This was a situation to which 
we were accustomed, even when we 
started at the middle of the field.   
 
The run from Tamworth to the first section 
seemed to be much shorter than in earlier 
years and we made good time to Haven 
Hill. The section was a gentle warm up 
that could have been tricky if the rain had 
come earlier. Clough Wood, the next 
section, was where our distributor 
destroyed itself ten years ago and we 
were rescued by a local resident. There 
was a two and a half hour delay here and 
while we waited we watched several 
competitors fail miserably in the deep ruts 
just after the start line. We have never 
failed this section before and were 
determined to keep up our record. Shortly 
after leaving the start line we found 
ourselves in the aforementioned ruts at 
right angles to the direction of travel. 
Several spectators told us afterwards that 
they thought we were goners, but 

somehow the car managed to bounce 
back onto the correct line and we were 
away. 
 
On arrival at Deep Rake we set about 
deflating our tyres when the marshal said 
“Don’t bother, you can see the whole 
section from here and no one has failed 
it”. His advice was good and we cleared it 
very easily and proceeded to the special 
test, which fortunately didn’t involve going 
backwards. DAFs don’t like changing 
direction in these situations. Anyone who 
has watched the DAF on a PCA will know 
what I’m talking about. 
 
It was pouring with rain when we waited in 
the line at Litton Slack, it almost always 
does. The access track terrifies me, as it 
traverses a grassy field with a seemingly 
endless slope down to the left. At one 
point we were gently sliding with all 
wheels locked towards an abyss, I think 
we stopped on a mole-hill. There is 
wonderful view of the section from the 
access track and we watched with interest 
as a marshal was slightly gored by a car 
attempting to reach the start line. We 
almost made it….to the start line! After 
several tries we were about 10 metres 
below the start line and just 5 centimetres 
from an official’s car. We gave up. 
 
At this point the route instructions for 
‘failures’ became non-existent. We had to 
resort to our trusty AA Atlas to find our 
way back to the common route. This put 
us perilously close to the end of the pack 
and we were rather disconcerted to hear a 
loud whining noise coming from the 
engine region. The DAF needs vacuum to 
operate the ‘Variomatic’ transmission and 
the previous owner of our car had fitted a 
none standard alternator/vacuum pump 
unit. The alternator, which only worked 
intermittently, and had let us down on two 
trials, had been replaced with one that 
Derek’s mechanic friends had to hand. 
Unfortunately the main bolt was slightly 
short and the nut had fallen off, this 
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allowed the bolt to move forward and 
catch on the fan belt. Fortunately Derek 
had a spare nut and we were soon back 
on the road, directly in front of the closing 
car. 
 
Calton used to be incredibly boggy, 
capable of stopping the best of drivers. 
Now it is quite dry and fairly easy. We 
were now two hours behind schedule and 
heading to the Bull I’th Thorn for a midday 
breakfast. This was our first food for 
fifteen hours and was very welcome. With 
full stomachs we headed for Haydale 
where we found deep ruts, full of very 
sloppy mud, at the bottom level and a 
restart as we started to climb the hill out of 
the valley. 
 
The route now took us north to Castleton, 
passing Speedwell Mine on the way. This 
mine is unique in that you travel in to the 
mountain on a canal system. Next stop 
Haggside where I once had to push a 
reluctant DAF up the approach track to a 
refuge beside the start line. No problem 
reaching the start this time. Immediately 
after the start there is a right hand hairpin 
instantly followed by the restart box. 
Unfortunately we stopped too low in the 
box and failed to get going again without a 
modicum of rolling back. Once we were 
moving the rest of the section was easy, if 
more than a little rough. 
 
At the Bamford hold control we found 
there were now about fifteen cars behind 
us. At the bottom of Bamford Clough Tony 
Branson came back down and told us that 
he had broken first gear on the Marlin and 
was retiring. We once climbed this hill and 
would love to do it again, especially as we 
were part of the ‘Bamford Chain Gang’ 
who had patched up the hill with seven 
tons of concrete eighteen months earlier. 
Much of our work is still intact but other 
parts of the track have become very 
rough. We made it to about 100 yards 
above the lay-by when the car seemed to 
run out puff. This puzzled us as it had 

been going very well up to that point. More 
about this later. 
 
Great Hucklow is where we destroyed a 
differential a few years ago. We felt we 
could do it this time as the engine has 
plenty of power to be able to use the 
throttle to control the car. Two thirds of the 
way up we suddenly lost power again, and 
we ground to a halt, the engine was 
running but didn’t seem to have the power 
to get us moving again, just lots of 
transmission belt howling and smoke. The 
marshal was calling for assistance when I 
decided to have a look under the bonnet, 
you never know! Guess what? A plug lead 
had come adrift, the little part that screws 
on to the top of the plug had come 
unscrewed and we had failed the hill 
because of it. Once fixed, the car motored 
up the hill without any problem. 
 
Whilst driving to the next section there 
was a loud bang on the car floor and we 
decided to have a look to see if the nut 
had come off the alternator bolt again. It 
hadn’t, the bolt had actually snapped this 
time leaving the alternator to flap about. 
We decided to back track to Buxton to find 
a car accessory shop. We purchased 
some studding and a supply of Nyloc nuts. 
This is where we discovered that the 
alternator didn’t quite fit and we needed 
several spacers to set it up properly. By 
now we thought that everyone else would 
have finished the trial and be at the 
signing off, so we made our way there and 
signed off having not attempted the last 
three sections. It appears that there were 
very long hold ups in these and there were 
still about sixty cars to finish when we 
arrived at the Bird I’th Thorn to sign off. 
 
 
The DAF story continues … Fred is the 
current editor of Fell Side’s magazine  
‘Circuit’ and as a penance(?) Derek has 
been tasked to provide regular copy. See 
over……... 
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DAF Diary  
by Derek Reynolds 

 

J ust woken up as I was away on the 
MCC Exeter trial at the weekend 
with The Editor. For those of you 
who have not done an MCC trial 

this is one of the true classics. It starts on 
a Friday night and continues through the 
night and ends up on a Saturday Night 
hundreds of miles from the starting point. 
Still , the Editor will accept no excuses for 
a missed deadline and as he is due back 
from the pub in a few minutes I must 
complete this column pdq, however I can’t 
complain as it was I who nominated Fred 
Mills, in his absence, to be editor and 
promised to give him a page per 
publication. 
 
You will know how difficult this is because 
previous Editors have died on the job 
avaiting your copy. So complaints , which 
are unwelcome, about monopolising the 
Club magazine for DAFs can be avoided 
by deluging him with your own 
contributions. from what I hear on the 
grapevine about the activities of many 
members , car related or not, there is lots 
happening of interest, OK some may call it 
“gossip” but in a small club, like ours, I 
think it is great to hear of all the diverse 
interests we have. 
 
Like most of us work seems to impinge 
very heavily on the fun bits of life such as 
re-repairing my DAF 66 for the next event 
as it seems to suffer some mishap at each 
car event. For instance at the last Fellside 
club PCT at Wall the clutch was burnt out 
and Tony Branson and I who were car 
sharing; ended up with nil points leaving 
Fred Mills doing a Schumacher this 
season. (AGAIN?) For those of you who 
did not attend these PCTs and PCAs are 
all great fun days out in good company 
and usually blessed with fine weather. 
As usual the lads rallied round. Tony 
towed me home and then went to work 
whilst Fred and I took out the engine. 
Tony then came later in the week to show 

me how to modify my clutch with a larger 
clutch plate. Fred then turned up a few 
days later and helped me put the engine 
back in. This meant that a week before the 
Exeter trial we had an up and running car. 
This, for a team that usually works on the 
car the night before a trial, was something 
of a record. The MOT had expired but hey 
you can’t have everything! Straight after 
the New Year holiday I put the DAF in for 
it’s MOT and waited with trepidation as the 
examiner fired up his computer to give me 
the list of repairs. It was a stunning result. 
It passed first time. However, the 
examiner did ask me to reverse it off his 
ramps as his pal had told him that it went 
as fast backwards as forwards. I wish. 
 
Despite this success, what with sorting out 
tyres and bits and pieces Fred and I got a 
late start, on Thursday, to Stratford where 
we were staying with our friends Jonathan 
and Pat Toulmin. The journey down was 
relatively uneventful with only one blown 
tyre on the motorway. Fred and I have a 
little car game that we play which involves 
seeing if we can get further than spots 
where we have previously broken down. 
When we got there Tony and Sally 
Branson were already enjoying a glass of 
Shiraz and our hosts provided a most 
enjoyable evening. Next morning we set 
off on our regular pilgrimage to a tyre 
dealer in Warwick and en route managed 
to snap the exhaust in half. As with most 
bits on my DAF these are highly modified 
(dictionary definition “cobbled together”) 
and are impossible to replicate at short 
notice. Fortunately the tyre man had a pal 
who does welding and he agreed at short 
notice, to repair this. Efforts to find a long 
enough accelerator cable proved fruitless 
and we returned for our afternoon nap 
prior to the trial. Fred went to bed and I did 
a u turn back to the tyre man as I 
discovered that my other spare tyre was 
flat. He duly put in a new tube to bring me 
up to the requisite two spares, which I feel 
is the absolute minimum for any trial. And 
so it proved.      To be continued…. 
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T he deadline for this (Fell Side) 
magazine seems to approach 
faster than an F1 car. The Editor 
is on his way to collect my 

scratchings so I decided to research the 
paperwork he returned a couple of days 
ago on the Exeter Trial. The paperwork 
dating back to 1999 did not help, nor the 
video of the 1999 Lands End trial which is 
not mine and must belong to some kind 
hearted member of the Fellside out there. 
Get in touch if it is yours. 
 
Fred and I had started out on the Exeter 
determined to finish but with the 
knowledge that the car was not 
developing the power we needed for 
several of the classic hills. We started 
from Cirencester with Tony and Sally and 
Jonathan and Pat Toulmin. We cleared 
the first two hills OK, which we have not 
always done, and arrived at Norman’s 
Hump in the depths of the forest just after 
6.a.m. and there was no queue! 
 
This is a straight run up bisected by a 
forest track halfway up and the restart is 
on the upper level, usually so chewed up 
that we grind to a halt. This time we 
managed to plough through that but ran 
out of power and had to back down the 
hill. This remains “a must do one day” hill 
for us. 
 
The next hill; further into the woods; is 
Clinton, which we were towed up twice 
last year (We got lost in the woods and 
arrived back at the start of the hill and the 
only way out is up.). This year we 
managed to crawl to the top at about 3 
mph and were overjoyed to get a clear. 
 
Waterloo- turned right into mud and 
stopped. 
 
You will know how difficult this is because 
previous Editors have died on the job 
avaiting your copy. So complaints , which 
are unwelcome, about monopolising the 
Club magazine for DAFs can be avoided 

by deluging him with your own 
contributions. from what I hear on the 
grapevine about the activities of many 
members , car related or not, there is lots 
happening of interest, OK some may call it 
“gossip” but in a small club, like ours, I 
think it is great to hear of all the diverse 
interests we have. 
 
Like most of us work seems to impinge 
very heavily on the fun bits of life such as 
re-repairing my DAF 66 for the next event 
as it seems to suffer some mishap at each 
car event. For instance at the last Fellside 
club PCT at Wall the clutch was burnt out 
and Tony Branson and I who were car 
sharing; ended up with nil points leaving 
Fred Mills doing a Schumacher this 
season. (AGAIN?) For those of you who 
did not attend these PCTs and PCAs are 
all great fun days out in good company 
and usually blessed with fine weather. 
 
At last we reached the final hill, which is 
Slippery Sam, famous for its red liquid 
mud in big puddles. I have had this stuck 
to all my trials cars and once dry is nigh 
impossible to remove. The marshals 
claimed that some of the puddles had 
been drained but this was not noticeable. 
With that clear under our belt we set of for 
the finish at The Trecarn Hotel where we 
enjoyed the camaraderie of the club 
dinner. Later on we had a drink in the bar 
with Dave Miller and Martin Willis who had 
a reasonably successful day.  
 
Somewhere along the way we got a 
couple of punctures and were unable to 
find anyone open on Sunday to repair 
them so we headed straight home up the 
M6 with crossed fingers and managed to 
get some before midnight. As we drive we 
make a list of jobs to do before the next 
trial and as the next one, The Clee, was 
only two weeks away we thought all would 
we done in good time. Some hope! 
 
To be continued…. 
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W ithin a fortnight of the Exeter 
the Clee Hill was due to take 
place on the Welsh borders 
and I felt that some 

modification to the DAF might help its 
performance. Those of you who have had 
their cars off the road for a year will 
appreciate the narrow time span available 
for these jobs. 
 
Fred and I went up to Tony Branson’s one 
night where we put a lot of effort into fitting 
another alternator incorporating a vacuum 
pump, which was intended to reinstate the 
change up vacuum mechanism. This took 
a good few hours and we had to leave the 
rest of the rewiring to another day. It was 
so late that we did not get our usual pint at 
The Robin Hood next door. Fred and I set 
off home and halfway there the exhaust 
vibration caused the manifold to crack. I 
made arrangements the next day to have 
it welded, as we were due away on 
Saturday morning. 
 
On Friday the guys who had promised to 
repair this disappeared leaving me to find 
another welder on Saturday morning. 
Luckily a local exhaust centre agreed to 
do this repair but this meant a late start 
and we had to phone the pub we were 
staying at to cancel our evening meal. 
This was particularly disappointing, as Bill 
Bennett, a stout supporter of the Northern 
trial, had arranged a club type evening 
with other regular entrants of the Clee. So 
much later than intended we set off to trek 
to the Welsh border and we actually got 
15 miles down the road before the ****** 
car broke down near the Angel of the 
North. 
 
The car was running out of power and we 
managed to get it onto the grass verge to 
find that the accelerator linkage had 
snapped. Remembering Doctor Fellside’s 
words of wisdom we linked together loads 
of cable ties, which gave us enough 
pressure to turn the car around and head 
for the nearest workshop i.e. my garage. A 

lot more effort later with angle grinders we 
repaired the linkage and set off at 6-30 
p.m. We arrived after midnight and went 
straight to bed thus being deprived off a 
well-deserved pint twice in one week! 
 
Although we were up and about early Fred 
reminded me of the clunk we had heard 
on the way down. We found that a nut had 
come loose and we had to replace the bolt 
holding the alternator. This seemed to 
take ages and all the others had gone 
ahead by the time we had finished. In the 
interest of the inner man we decided not 
to miss breakfast, which meant we were a 
little late for scrutineering which John 
Blakley was supervising and we were OK 
apart from a slap on the wrist for having 
an undersized fire extinguisher. John 
recorded this in his book for the day of 
judgement. 
 
The Clee Hills is a very muddy but well 
organised trial, which uses a figure of 
eight route which cuts down considerably 
on delays. The DAF does not do well on 
muddy hills but we tried to approach each 
hill with a positive attitude. 15 psi seems 
to give us the best grip, any lower and we 
seem to be glued to the hill.  
 
The first section was a special test with 
slippery wet rock and mud all the way 
which we managed to clear correctly. As 
we progressed through the day we got 
stuck on various muddy hills and perhaps 
we should loom at heightening the car so 
that its back end does not trail when we 
are on a deeply rutted hill. After a couple 
of feeble efforts I decided to replace the 
rear tyres with one of our spares as it 
appeared my latest acquisition had 
virtually no grip at all. There was no 
noticeable improvement! On the next hill, 
Harley Bank, I did not put the car into gear 
correctly and we barely got off the start. 
 
We stopped at Much Wenlock for petrol 
where I got chatting to a local who had 
taken part in the Clee Hills on many 
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Bikes and sidecars waiting for Perely Lane section to open 
 

(Exmoor Clouds photos by Julia Browne)   
 
Top of Kings Forest, "Didn't you used to have monkey in there, mate?" 
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occasions. I took this with a pinch of salt 
as one of his suggestions was to get rid of 
the DAF. Some people just don’t 
understand. (I think this includes the 
Editor) 
 
We arrived at Gattens Gamble which runs 
directly out of a farmyard. When we first 
did the Clee this appeared to be an up 
and running farm with the farmer’s hobby 
being collecting military vehicles including 
tanks. The farm now looks as though his 
hobby is shelling it. This hill has now worn 
down to the bedrock and we got good grip 
and cleared it. The exit route is extremely 
rough and at one point we had only two 
wheels touching the ground and required 
a push to get on our way.  
 
My favourite hill, Round Oak, was 
cancelled. I still remember Chris Veevers’ 
Beetle ploughing through the deep mud 
for a clear a couple of years ago.  
 
The new hills at Prior’s Holt were still too 
muddy for us but the last one was a real 
sting in the tail. Short, very steep and with 
extremely deep mud we managed to 
plough up to the six marker and got stuck. 
Reversing back down the underside of the 
car dug in and it took a lot of pushing and 
shoving with assistance to get us off.  
 
We nipped back to the Craven Arms to 
sign off and, as we set off for home, I 
called out to a bunch of competitors on the 
steps of the pub “See you at the Northern” 
Nobody replied! “What?” I asked. 
Somebody replied “It’s a long way up 
there” to which the only possible reply was 
“It’s the same distance in both directions.” 
 
So we set off home planning our tweaks to 
the car, which would enable us to achieve 
a stunning result on The Northern. 
 
 

W hen I proposed Fred Mills as 
Fells Sde’s  editor at the last 
AGM I promised to support 
him with a monthly column. 

After all everybody loves DAFs as much 
as I so. Don’t they? 
 
AS avid readers of this magazine will have 
noted this column has been absent for a 
number of months, although it would be 
easy to say that a lot of my spare time has 
been taken up trying to get the **** DAF 
back on the road; nevertheless. As Fred 
reminded me the other day, if everyone 
could just let him have even half a page 
on their activities then he would have 
more than enough copy each month. DAF 
troubles stem back to the Lands end trial 
at Easter when Fred could not accompany 
me so my artistic brother-in- law stepped 
into the breach. He had never done a trial 
before. 
 
The DAF performed either wonderfully or 
miserably; particularly by cutting out on 
sections. After losing a drive belt I decided 
to retire and headed off on the last 100 
miles to Penzance to meet the rest of the 
gang at a pub at Marazion overlooking 
one of the most beautiful views in 
England, St Michael’s mount. The DAF, 
true to form, snapped the second belt at 
one way traffic lights, on a narrow road, in 
the middle of a village. To crown it all—on 
a hill!  
 
We rolled it back against the kerb, jacked 
it up and pushed it sideways so that it fell 
off the jack and onto a fairly high kerb. I 
spent the best part of an hour trying to 
remove the remains of the belt from the 
pulleys. Suddenly a head popped 
underneath and offered to lend a hand. 
This young man had marshalled all day for 
the MCC and was off with his girlfriend, for 
dinner at the nearby chippy. With his 
welcome assistance we managed to free 
the broken belt and replace it with a spare. 
We do meet some wonderful people on 
trials.  
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David, my brother-in-law and I finally got 
to our pub/B&B after 9-30 to find everyone 
enjoying a substantial meal in a wonderful 
atmosphere. Next morning the DAF gave 
up after 25 miles and the RAC rescued 
me again. Said brother-in-law had decided 
that trialing is not his cup of tea. 
 
Back at home I changed the differential 
but still had problems. So I changed the 
petrol tank, fuel lines, pumps (burnt out 
two) and the coil, and set off for the Ilkley. 
Got 70 miles down the road and ground to 
a halt with a burnt out fuel pump. Rang 
RAC again, usual routine! 
 
Drastic action being called for, I took out 
the Gordini engine and took it to a local 
engineer who has an interest in Renault 
engines. His son races in drag card using 
a Renault engine. When my engine was 
opened up it was discovered that, 
although it had been bored out, the 
original pistons were there with oversized 

rings causing them to wear in an oval 
shape. I am now searching for parts to 
rebuild this engine.  
 
Myke Pocock tipped me off about an 
engine on e-bay for £9-99. I went in with 
bids at the last minute thinking that if I 
went up to £120 I would win. No chance 
as someone else had put in a higher 
closing bid. Every time I entered a bid I 
was immediately outbid. The search 
continues! 
 
To try and get into a Fellside event I took 
some 1400 engines along and we hope 
we now have one good one that I intended 
to use at Wigton last Sunday. Despite the 
best efforts of Tony Branson, Fred Mills 
and myself to get it finished last week 
there remains quite a bit to do but I hope 
that at long last it will make it back to 
competition in a couple of weeks time. 

Fred looking happy on his latest visit to the Toulmins! 
(Photo: Pat Toulmin) 
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21st October 2007—Exmoor 
Clouds in a sidecar, which idiot 
said that was a good idea? 

by Julia Browne 
 
 

I t was icy cold and dark when we 
loaded the Wasp onto the trailer and 
left the house, accompanied by 
encouraging looks from our 

neighbours who felt that 6.30 am was an 
ungodly hour on a Sunday. Lucky 
bastards, at least they could go back to 
bed. Not us: we bravely set out for 
Raleighs Cross.  
 
We had had the Wasp since the Sunday 
after the Exeter this year. The spring 
season was spent taking it out of 
motocross trim and making it road legal, 
plus I was already committed to 
passengering in an Armstrong for the 
spring events. Summer, the MCC Testing 
Trial was cancelled with far too much rain. 
Then we lost the early autumn season to 
FMD, so we had been waiting ten months 
to ride a trial with it!  
 
It was good to see two other sidecars at 
the start; Al Lidgate and John Webb with 
their XS and Geoff Westcott with his new 
CCM engined VMC. Like us, this was 
Geoff’s first formal outing with this 
particular outfit. Unlike us, Geoff has 
many, many year’s sidecar experience to 
call on… 
 
Although it was so cold and frosty, and the 
ground everywhere was unbelievably wet, 
the sun was bright and strong, just not all 
that warm. The first section was in a 
proper cold sink in the woods, very 
undulating and boggy, with a couple of 
sharp turns. We got up this one with much 
spinning and began the hunt for section 2. 
We found the marshal, but nobody knew 
where the section was.   
 
 

 
There was long… pause… before the 
word came back that Middleton Court had 
been found. We set off again up the first 
part of section 1, getting stuck this time, 
and so to section 2, where Geoff was 
working his outfit back down the section. A 
bad sign! A long gloopy bog from the 
section begins board, continued around 
the corner then up a steep rutted climb. 
None of us sidecars got much past the 7 
board, where there was rut full of sidecar-
suck, the most powerful force known to 
charioteers. Once the third wheel was in 
the rut, it was over. 
 
Eventually we all regained the road, 
MUCH warmer now we’d done a bit of 
pushing and shoving, and headed off to 
Hadden Special test, which was downhill 
and straightforward enough, except for 
stopping, and Hadden End which was 
lovely section, a proper old highway and a 
joy to ride. 
 
King’s Forest near Wimbleball was nice 
looking section, but once you got through 
the stream it was off camber along/across 
a steep tree-stumpy hillside before turning 
straight up… Al went first and got around 
the corner, across the camber, and up, 
up… “Bloody hell,” we said, “He’s done it!” 
And next time we looked he was still 
fighting the last lip out onto the top track. 
Oh well, no pressure. We got as far as the 
camber before losing grip, while Geoff got 
smacked in the foot by a tree stump and 
lost control in the roughly the same spot. 
 
The other section in these woods had a 
carefully placed log on the first climb, 
which you could either bunny hop over 
(duh?) or you would be forced to put your 
driving wheel through a small area of soft 
mud. You can probably guess where we 
stopped. Al and Geoff both got through 
this and up to the next bog, with much 
revving and roosting. We revved and 
roosted, too, but didn’t move anywhere! 
 



27 

 
Ski Slope near Winsford was an 
unnecessary struggle. It should have been 
a straightforward blast but what with 
positioning of the humps, and bits of 
sidecar changing ruts, we failed here, as 
did Al and John. Geoff and Ray, however, 
did an impressive clean ascent. Not 
smooth and tidy, but clean. 
 
Slade Lane was medium rough, especially 
around the tree deviation near the top, 
which is where we got our penalty, but we 
got all the way up another section without 
stopping!  
 
As we went through Wooton Courtenay 
we started meeting runners. I shouted to 
Mike, “It’s the Exmoor Stagger!” Some of 
you will know I have divided loyalties over 
running and trials, and for the last few 
years I have done this multi-terrain run 
over Exmoor, always with much more 
success than I have ever met with trialling! 
 
Tivington was a lovely section, ruined by a 
restart. I know you have to make things 
awkward for the good blokes, but we 
sidecars have already taken a voluntary 
handicap in the form of the third wheel 
and monkey. We had another go at 
Tivington and flew up straight through the 
restart and that worked much better. 
 
A nice bit of greenlaning through the 
woods took us to Middlecombe, steep and 
rough, so we hit it hard and fast, and 
within sight of the top the Wasp finally 
bounced out of control and stopped, and 
threw the monkey out. 
 
We retreated back through the woods to 
Lenas, where we applied the same tactic 
and got the same result. We had a second 
shot at Lenas, claiming a baulk as Geoff 
was still in the section, well ahead of us 
and out of the way, but we wanted another 
go with more speed. The Wasp flew a little 
higher and more sideways, maybe, but 
still ran out of grip in the same place, so 

that didn’t work. 
 
 
Aville was where things fell apart for us. 
No, really. We didn’t attack and didn’t 
have enough pace to get through the soft 
stuff. Then at Perely Lane, which is pretty 
flat, let’s face it, we sat and spun on the 
start line for long enough to get a 12, 
although as soon as the rear wheel 
slipped into a rut, we launched pretty hard!  
 
The special test at Maddocks was dismal, 
too; we rolled off the line, and spun in a 
boggy patch for five seconds or so, going 
nowhere. Mike was swearing into his 
helmet, something about Numpties, for 
quite a long time, and I have a feeling the 
gentleman on the start line may have 
been a different colour by the time we got 
going, but I didn’t risk looking back. 
 
We concentrated much harder at Eastern 
Wood, (steep, polished, rutted) and made 
a ‘Plan of Attack’ (and it is a plan, even if 
it’s only one of you saying, “What shall we 
do here?” and the other replying, “I don’t 
know, shall we try to fail this one, too?”) 
As it was, our bit of thinking worked for 
quite a long time and we got most of the 
way up. I know Mike was chuffed because 
we rode back down again pretty fast; I 
don’t usually have to monkey right out of 
the chair on a failure descent! 
 
At Hook Hill we got kicked off our 
(admittedly poor) choice of line by the rut 
on the first corner and ran out of talent 
again, I mean, grip. 
 
But that was it; we’d survived our first trial 
without breaking anything (Simian, Human 
or Mechanical) and come third in our class 
of 3. The Clouds was always hard even on 
a solo, and it certainly didn’t just get easier 
in a chair. 

28 

The Exmoor Clouds Trial 2007 
by Murray Montgomery-Smith 

 

I  really will have to move down to the 
southwest area, for two reasons, firstly 
my two out of three offsprings live 
down there and secondly there are 

many trials that occur down that way, so I 
could save a heck of a lot of petrol money 
and spend it on the grandkids instead! 
 
So after starting off at 5am I had a good 
chilly drive to the start and arrived at 7.30, 
got srcutinenerd by John and met up with 
Pete Hart, who was bouncing for me and 
dived into the Raleigh’s Cross Inn to sign 
on and have a warming cuppa and 
sandwich.  
 
Well, the first hill Middleton bottom had 
more than a sting to it, I got the first 
puncture of the day, somehow lost the 
tubeless tyre valve and came to a rather 
quick stop, very rutted at that point, so 
backed off track and replaced tyre, Lots of 
cars failing and being dragged out by a 
Range Rover! Second section long queue 
and eventually cancelled - I gather there 
was BIG water/mud splash that was 
stopping everything so good decision by 
section boss, getting out was fun as well. 
 
Special Test was done – I tend to take 
these things gently as it can go wrong to 
no real purpose – at least that’s been the 
case over the last twenty years. 
 
First restart at Hadden End and all went 
OK, lovely long section. 
 
Next section Kings Forest 1 was 
interesting with the odd tree stump 
jumping out of the ground and definitely 
hindering progress, good to watch how 
people negotiated the stumps, had to be 
very gentle and then get a bit of speed up. 
Easy to end up on the stump, a few drove 
neatly over them and Arnie went around it, 
but then couldn’t get back up to go on up 
the hill. We did OK over the stump but 

didn’t have enough speed to get up much 
further. 
 
Kings Forest 2 was great - i.e. the restart 
had been moved to it from 1 and we had 
to work very hard but we cleared it. 
 
Ski Slope didn’t have a restart for us, so 
remembering from last year how slippery it 
was I let tyres down to 8ish, mistake! 
Good grip but well rutted, got near the 
restart point for the class 8s and wow we 
came to a stop like I had put the brakes 
on. Axle well dug in, should have been on 
15 psi, and then maybe? 
 
Now Slade Lane was tough, rough and 
the restart had roots and holes and we 
failed here. Spoke to a Marlin behind us 
and he not only got up here but also Ski 
Slope, so felt abit as though not all so 
good. 
 
Next was Tivington, restart for all, we were 
OK, but it must have caused a few 
problems to quite a few, as it was a good 
hard hill. Then Middlecombe, wondered 
when it would finish, the car ducking over 
the roller coaster type mounds, glad we 
cleared this one. 
 
Lena’s was a good blast, but at the start 
Tristan White was wondering why the car 
didn’t want to go - I gather a starter motor 
was found down the track that may have 
some bearing on that particular problem! 
 
After Aville, which we cleared, we had the 
second puncture, so by time that was 
changed we were ‘Tail end Charlie’, got to 
Perely Lane which last year was really 
slippery, but with no more punctures 
required I kept psi up at 15, what a good 
choice as it was grippy but not half rutted, 
and we just made it. 
 
Again slow and easy at special test 2 and 
then with the newly replace petrol pump 
stopping on its own accord went into 
Eastern woods, where we were really 
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looking to clear when engine stuttered to a 
stop at the 1 or 2 line, one really can get 
abit annoyed at electronic gremlins 
 
Last hill and I’ve never got round first 
bend, so there we were flying up, then 
someone put a restart in, well we didn’t 
get off that, perhaps lower pressures? But 
with a long drive home no punctures were 
to be allowed. 
 
Got back to sign off and a good pint and 
then early results came out and it would 
seem we had same points as Arnie and 
Beccy, but they were miles faster on 
special tests. Perhaps I will have to start 
thinking of pushing abit harder on the 
special tests now.  So not too bad a day 
then, getting near Arnie is OK by me, even 
if he was on 2 cylinders and with no 
brakes or clutch 

 
Got home after putting on backup petrol 
pump, onto ebay for a tyre changer as too 
many tyres need replacing or turning over 
etc and will be out on the Tamar on the 
28th. 
 
A few problems due to the wet weather 
mid week at Middleton, which I gather was 
specially hired for the tial, but good hard 
trial. I found the route card with its 
minimistical approach was OK, especially 
with really good route markings, we never 
got lost once but occasionally were 
beginning to wonder if we were on correct 
route, but that white marker came up just 
at the right moment. A really enjoyable 
event, many thanks to Minehead club and 
all members who were out there 
marshalling. 
 

The 36th Exmoor Clouds Trial 
by Bill Bennett 

 

I t’s so long since I last competed in a 
trial, F&M and everything, with my 
short term memory getting worse by 
the day I had to think very carefully 

about what to do to get ready and what to 
take. I was also unsure how I used to get 
the best from my little car. The weekend 
planning also had to take another 
important factor into account, something I 
don’t think any of us would have 
anticipated a month or so earlier. Of 
course I’m referring to the World Cup 
Rugby final. 
 
Saturday morning was spent making one 
or two final checks to the car, which had 
just had its annual health check, (MOT) 
before loading ready for our journey to the 
Raleigh’s Cross Inn where Liz and I were 
booked in for the night. We had booked an 
early evening meal to make sure we 
would be ready for the rugby kick-off at 
20.00 hrs, but you can imagine our dismay 

when booking in to be told there was no 
TV in the bar!! In the end we together with 
some friends huddled around the smallest 
TV screen in Somerset, in our room. The 
result of the game is well known my only 
question is what have we done to upset 
the Irish? The referee certainly seemed to 
be punishing us for something! I don’t 
normally applaud losers but I have to say I 
am very proud of the English rugby team. 
If we think back to that first encounter with 
South Africa in the World Cup, and the 
fact that they were playing against 16 last 
Saturday, I think they showed us what self 
belief can achieve. 
 
Well back to the trial. Against all odds, the 
threat of F&M, the postal strike, the very 
recent sad death of Keith Hole who as I 
understand it has been the one of the key 
helpers for many years and the illness of 
Dick Hutchins, Minehead Motor Club 
worked wonders to give us all a good days 
sport which with the first three events of 
the second half of the season cancelled 
was much appreciated by all concerned. 
My day started just before seven o’clock 
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when I went down and started unloading 
the MG trying not to wake the campers 
who were grabbing the last bit of sleep 
having partied well into the night before. 
As soon as John and June Blakeley 
arrived I was able to get the car 
scrutinised allowing me time to enjoy the 
full English breakfast, which was included 
in our overnight package.  
 
Just before our 08.35 hrs starting time we 
went forward to do the diff test, this we 
passed although we managed to spit the 
rollers out caused by the cold 140EP rear 
axle oil and not any form of limited slip 
mechanism. We were soon on our way 
and after about 3 miles arrived at the first 
section, Middleton Bottom. As we were 
only the eighth car we were quite 
surprised to see quite a long queue of 
most of the bikes and the seven cars who 
were in front of us. This normally means a 
hard section and was true in this instance. 
When it came to our turn we got around 
the first right hand bend but didn’t manage 
to keep out of the very deep ruts and 
although we ground our way almost up to 
the next left hand corner came to rest just 
before it. I remember thinking as I backed 
back down to the escape road what a rude 
awakening after the long break which for 
me started after the Ilkley Trial last May.  
 
The next section, Middleton Court was 
only a short distance along a track but 
here there was an even bigger queue. 
After a very long wait the last bike 
eventually left the start line only to get 
struck after a couple of yards. There was 
another long delay while this hard working 
rider was extracted from the section, then 
it was Charles Shopland’s turn to go mud 
plugging. He set off in true class 8 form 
and could be just seen disappearing 
around the first bend through the jets of 
mud and water which were being sent 
high in the air by both back wheels,. We 
waited and waited without any news then 
we could hear Charles reversing back out 
of the section. When he got to us waiting 

for our turn he didn’t say too much but 
judging by the fact that he nearly ran me 
down before setting off to attempt the 
escape route, I think he was well ------ off! 
Next was the other Shopland Mk2 being 
driven by Bryn Corfield, the wait this time 
was even longer as not only did he get 
stuck as well but his car didn’t seem to 
want to play and the engine was difficult to 
restart. There followed a drivers and 
marshals meeting when closing the 
section in the interest of avoiding the trial 
finishing in the dark was considered. Eric 
Smith decided to take a 12 and avoid the 
lengthy process of trying to retrieve a well 
stuck car and as the next car was Tony 
Underhill in his class 8 Triumph, a man 
known for giving it the welly, it was 
decided to let him have a go and see what 
happens. Well I’m afraid Tony came to the 
same fate and once he had been 
extracted from the section it was decided 
by all that the section would be cancelled.  
 
This meant there was a mad rush by most 
of the car field to the Hadden special test 
and then on to the next section, Hadden 
End where we arrived approx 1½ hours 
late and the order of running had changed 
greatly. On the approach to this section 
we passed a thatched picnic shelter, 
which seemed to be in the middle of 
nowhere. I hope plenty of other people 
would visit it because it was very 
attractive. The section was quite 
straightforward providing you kept an eye 
out for the ruts.  
 
A short distance brought us to section 4 
Kings Forest 1. This was a steep, 
slippery, muddy slope with some evil tree 
stumps which most of us manage to hit, 
some managing to continue up the even 
steeper slope for varying distances. Tim 
Hellings needed help after trying to mate 
his Beetle with a nearby tree. The helpers 
had to cross the stream at the foot of the 
section getting wet boots! But I know Tim 
would have appreciated this and will want 
to buy us all a drink when next at the bar. 
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Exmoor Trial Photos 
by Bill Bennett 
 
 
Thatched picnic area with 
trials’ cars in the background 

 
 
 
 
Nick Farmer, just 

before breaking 
his gearbox on 

Ski Slope 

 
 
 
 
 
The ford before 

Hadden End 
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A few yards along a forest track brought 
us to Kings Forest 2, which was another 
wet climb but with loose logs and roots to 
try and impede one’s progress. I heard 
later that this section brought Adrian 
Dommett’s day’s sport to an end when he 
broke his gearbox. Another short distance 
on the road and we came to section 6, Ski 
Slope but from a new direction. The hill 
was as steep as ever and the ruts even 
deeper. There seemed to be some grip 
around so I decided to use higher tyres 
pressures to gain as much ground 
clearance as possible. After a short 
discussion with ‘er in doors’ and not 
reaching any agreement, we set off with 
as much haste as we could muster trying 
to stay out of the ruts, this seemed to work 
and we were soon turning around in the 
field above. Whilst waiting to come back 
down the section Nick Farmer and Alan 
Selwood set off in Nick’s new class 8 
steed, unfortunately when trying to pull 
away from the restart there was one of 
those noises we all hope we don’t hear. 
They rolled back down the hill and 
diagnosed a broken gearbox. 
 
Next came Slade Lane, which was pretty 
horrible around the restart area. Would 
you believe that having got through all 
those deep ruts and roots I managed to 
stall the car on the top corner? What a 
prat!!!  Next came section 8, Tivington, 
which had a deep gully running up the 
middle and a very slippery restart area. 
This was followed by Middlecombe, 
which I remembered as soon as I rounded 
the bottom corner. This section is very 
loose, rough, steep and yumpy. There is 
usually quite a bit of grip so you shouldn’t 
let your tyres down as much as I did 
because if you do and you have a little 
engine, you either run out of power and 
stop or charge the section running a big 
risk of breaking something, fortunately for 
once I chose the more sensible option and 
therefore ran out of power! 

 
You would have thought I would have 
learned from that last experience but once 
again went to low on tyre pressure and 
again ran out of power towards the top of 
the Lena’s. Determined not to make it 
three in a row I decided to tackle Aville 
with as high a tyre pressure I’ve used, this 
coupled with a lot of determination got us 
to the top. Liz said as we turned to go 
down the exit route, ‘you wanted to climb 
that hill didn’t you?’ or something to that 
effect. 
 
Next came Perely Lane and our second 
meeting of the day with Eric who was the 
start marshal. We had a short chat with 
Eric while Sticker Martin nursed his Escort 
out of the section with serious suspension 
damage. I opted for medium tyre 
pressures in spite of Liz telling me ‘you will 
only stop again if you go too low’. We 
managed to stay out of most of the ruts 
and miss most of those horrible little rocky 
outcrops, just having time to acknowledge 
Alan and Nick who were spectating, on 
our way to the top. 
 
On Maddocks special test we had a 
slower time than we should have because 
I made a bit of a horlicks  of the reversing 
bit, but as the kind marshal commented, 
MGs were not made to go backwards.  
Section 13 Eastern Wood was shown in 
the route instructions as a split hill but the 
start marshal informed us it was now not 
split. After getting away from the tricky 
start we made good progress until towards 
the top where I should have got out of the 
tracks and avoided the very slippery bit of 
shale, which brought us to a stop. The last 
section Hook Hill was not as slippery as 
last year but I still only managed a nine in 
front of a lot of people, how embarrassing!  
 
It was great to be out trialling again and 
the weather certainly did its bit to make it 
an enjoyable day. My sincere thanks go to 
Minehead Motor Club for overcoming so 
many obstacles to give us a great days 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration. 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                  £13.30 
Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating 1ltr               £9.99 
 
Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                 £4.25 
Box 10 special price                               £37.50 
CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                £6.75 
Box 10 special price                                           £62.50 
 

Octane Plus – gives your engine a power boost 
250ml treats 50 litres unleaded petrol               £4.75 
Box 10 special price                                    £42.75 
Diesel Power Plus 
500ml treats 500 litres                                       £8.60 
 
Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres      £9.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres              £5.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£9.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel / Fax 01460 66434 
tim@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

 

Beetle Specialist Workshop 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
NB: Although the advice is free, If that advice includes buying a product, it would be polite to buy it from us 
Stockists of Superblend Zero Lead 2000 – FBHVC Approved Lead Substitute – Will deliver to most trials 
 

Ballards Place  Eardiston  Tenbury Wells  Worcs  WR15 8JR 
Tel:  01584-881348                                          Fax:  01584-881684 

 
E-Mail:  BSW_HOLDINGS@COMPUSERVE.COM 

Spare Wheel Carriers 

T4 Engines 

Carburettor Kits 

“Next Generation” Parts 

I.R.S. Conversions 

Free Advice 

Oversize Barrels 

Restorations 
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Following the wheel tracks of 
‘Experts’   
by Bryan Ditchman & Jonathan 

Toulmin 
 

I t is quite rare to find a new 
recreational pursuit – especially such 
an attractive one as Bryan Ditchman’s 
wonderful idea. It is especially 

appealing to classic trials enthusiasts and 
even has some advantages over actually 
driving on a trial – and you don’t have to 
stop driving to enjoy it! It has similarities to 
trialing – it will take you to places of 
outstanding natural beauty, away from the 
maddening crowds, it will usually end at a 
pub, you might get a bit muddy, and often 
provides an opportunity to meet new 
friends. The advantages over classic 
trialling are that it is free to enter, no extra 
car insurance is required, you can start 
and finish at your own time, and that the 
lunch break may also be taken at a pub! 
 
Bryan Ditchman’s great idea was “The 
Walking Trial”, the purpose being to have 
some fun, and some beer, locating trials 
sections used in the 1930s – surely the 
golden age of trials. The first event was 
“The Exmoor Hunt” in 2003. Bryan is an 
MG nut, and, several year’s ago, built 
“D’Artagnan” – the fourth Musketeer. This 
is a faithful reproduction of the L-type 
specials built by the MG works for the 
1935 Musketeer trials team – and it’s one 
hell of a motorcar. But that’s another story. 
 
The “Experts Trial” was organised by the 
Mid-Surrey AC from 1933 until Hitler 
stopped our motor sport in autumn 1939. 
It used at least seventeen different 
sections scattered around Exmoor, so not 
quite on the organising club’s doorstep! 
The start was always from the market 
square in Dunster, and usually at a 
civilised hour of 10.30 or even 11.30 am. 
The event was prestigious, as only invited 
drivers could enter – and they had to have 
achieved considerable trials success in 

the preceding twelve months before Mid-
Surrey AC would send them an 
invitation.A couple of the “Experts” 
sections would be known to anyone 
competing on an Exmoor Clouds Trial in 
the early 1990s; some others could be 
easily located from the detailed 
descriptions in C.A.N. May’s unique book 
on pre-war trials “Wheelspin”.  Some 
others could be found by following a route 
card from one of those events, or by 
detailed study of the appropriate 
Ordnance Survey map. But the precise 
location of others was unknown.  
 
So, for the first walking trial in 2003, it was 
a band of MG trials enthusiasts who met 
for lunch at the Lutterell Arms in Dunster 
to find the lost sections of the “Experts 
Trials”. Cloutsham was the first of the 
hills to be inspected. Many Land’s End 
competitors have driven passed both the 
foot and the top of this section, but, in the 
dark, may not have realised it. It is just a 
mile or so after Stoney Street or Webber’s 
Post. 
 
Generally, the walking triallists considered 
that it might still be climbable – certainly 
as far as the second hairpin, after which it 
becomes very rocky with the odd 
protruding tree stump. The land is thought 
to be owned by the National Trust which 
might prove to be an obstacle for its re-
use in trials (although currently, and for 
many years, several sections on the Clee 
Hills Trial in Shropshire have used 
National Trust land).  
 
Although, as far as is known, it was not 
used on the “Experts”, the second section 
inspected was Grabhurst, near 
Timberscombe and only a couple of miles 
due west of Dunster. This hill was 
considered too easy in the Thirties for the 
“Experts”, being not too steep, but very 
long at about 1000 yards, but it was used 
in the 1932 to 1935 Land’s End Trials and 
was re-introduced in 2003 by the MCC for 
class 0 competitors on the Land’s End 
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Outside the Lutterell 
Arms Dunster,  
August 1938. 

 
 
 
 

(Copyright: Ferret 
Fotographics) 

 
 
J M Toulmin,  
PB Cream Cracker, 
on Hatherland in 1936 
 
 

(Copyright: W J 
Brunell) 

 
 

 
J M Toulmin on Colly, 

1938 Experts Trial 
 
 
 

(Photo: R Kingsley 
Tayler) 
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Lewis Welsh, driving J M 
Toulmin’s PB Cream 
Cracker, tackles Cloutsham 
in 1936 
 

(Copyright: Ferret 
Fotographics) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Illegal bouncing??  
Jack Bastock driving his 
Musketeer on Widlake in 
1938 
 

(Copyright: Ferret 
Fotographics) 
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under the name Grabbist. If I am not 
mistaken, it (or a similar section close by) 
was used as a timed climb on an Exmoor 
Clouds Trial in the late 1980s. From there, 
the ‘walkers’ went via Timberscombe and 
Couple Cross, through Churchtown to 
Luxborough to find Colly a section used 
only twice, on the 1937 and 1938 
“Experts”.  Austen May describes the 
section and its location, as follows…  
 
“Colly starts as little more than a V-
bottomed ditch, between very high banks, 
with foliage meeting overhead and giving 
a tunnel effect. It emerges into the light of 
day at a right-handed, right-angle corner, 
at which point the gradient steeps sharply 
and there are some fierce rock steps. As it 
continues, still between hedges and very 
narrow, there is mud, ruts, rock outcrop 
and ledges like a flight of stairs. It is the 
ditch at the beginning that is the most 
alarming part. The shelving sides go down 
to meet in a sharp deep V, so that the cars 
are forced to straddle the ditch – a 
precarious performance……. If you leave 
Luxborough Church on your right hand 
and face westwards, the approach to Colly 
is the next turning to the left. The track at 
first goes downhill from the main lane, 
passes through a water splash, and then 
Colly proper is the track going off to the 
left just above the cottage. It is worth the 
while of anyone who finds himself in the 
neighbourhood to have a look at the 
toughest thing ever put before the trials 
fraternity. Mere words cannot convey an 
adequate description of the horror that is 
Colly”.  
 
It caused great drama on the 1937 
“Experts” when Sidney Allard overturned 
on the hill, thereby causing its 
abandonment at which time only seven 
competitors had tackled it.  
 
The ‘walkers’ parked their cars on the 
outskirts of Luxborough, and walked down 
a steep footpath (the way in for the trial in 
1937 and 1938) to a water splash at the 

bottom of the valley. After a short climb up 
the far side, past an old cottage they came 
to the section leading steeply up to the 
left. Probably not as deep now as it was 
before the war, and with a number of 
mature saplings growing in the ditch, it 
was nevertheless a fairly fearsome place. 
They walked up the to the sharp right-
hander and could see that the gully 
continued on and on up to the top of the 
hill. It is interesting to read in “Wheelspin” 
that, in May’s opinion, Allard had 
overturned because of the speed at which 
he attempted the climb. The thought of 
anyone attacking that hill at speed is 
impressive indeed.  
 
By then, the evening was drawing in and 
the party returned to their accommodation 
in Minehead – The Kildare Lodge Hotel – 
for dinner and a pint or two! The following 
morning, the group set off for Slade’s 
Lane (also called Slade Lane) at Pitt 
Bridge on the A398 a few miles south-
west of Dunster. The section was used on 
the 1934 and 1935 “Experts” trial and by 
Minehead Motor Club of the Exmoor 
Clouds Trial twenty years ago. Minehead 
MC included some fiendish diversions 
around the trees on the side of the lane 
even for the lower classes making it an 
exciting challenge. A couple of the 
‘walkers’ were in 1930s MGs and climbed 
the lane with verve…a bit rutted with tree 
roots at the top end but great fun! A mile 
or two further down the A398, is 
Cutcombe (also known as Ashwell) 
which was used on the 1934 and 1936 
“Experts” trials. At some time, it has been 
tarred, but is now a bit pot-holey, but 
nevertheless quite steep and interesting. 
 
At Cutcombe Cross, and following the 
“Experts” route, the ‘walkers’ turned left 
into Putham Lane which eventually leads 
down to Putham Ford. The lane became 
narrower and steeper until eventually they 
were forced to stop about 50 yards short 
of the ford, by a series of very exposed 
rocky outcrops which prevented further  
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progress with the wheels. There was no 
room to turn round, so both cars had to 
reverse up the narrow steep lane 
straddling the ruts for about quarter of a 
mile until a suitable turning point was 
reached. 
 
A few miles later and the ‘walkers’ were at 
Couple Cross where Kersham Lane joins 
the proper public road.  They bumped 
their way down Kersham Lane, through 
Kersham Ford and along another steep, 
narrow and rutted track eventually arriving 
at Putham Ford. From there they could 
look up at the impassable rock outcrops 
which had foiled their attempts to get 
down Putham Lane. Amusingly we noticed 
a sign at the foot of Putham Lane warning 
that it was impassable to vehicles over 
5’6” wide – no mention of the terrifying 
boulder-rock surface!   
 
[Sadly the lane has now been re-classified 
as a restricted by-way, so legally can no 
longer be driven]. There was plenty of 
room to turn round at Putham Ford and so 
they were then able to drive up Kersham I 
back to Kersham Farm, but the precise 
location of Kersham II remained 
uncertain. After a leisurely lunch at a local 
hostelry, the party headed for Widlake.  
Austen May describes it as: 
 
 “…the king of them all… Widlake goes 
straight up the high overhanging bluff, 
topped with trees, that is on the left-hand 
side of the main road. It is steep, narrow, 
and overhanging tress shut in the track for 
almost all of its length. Its surface is 
mainly of slippery rock slab, so irregular 
as to form actual steps at several points, 
and has several deep cross gullies, the 
whole thing finishing up in a farmyard to 
which it is said to be the sole means of 
access”.  
 
May goes on to say that Widlake was first 
used on the 1935 Brighton to Beer trial 
during which, of the 132 cars which 
started the event, only three got up 

Widlake. Those three were Macdermid 
and Toulmin in their MG PA Cream 
Crackers and K R W Shackel driving an 
older MG Midget. It was also used in all 
the 1935 to 1938 “Experts” trials. Widlake, 
now metalled, is clearly private property 
with no public access.  
 
Nonetheless, the ‘walkers’ parked their 
cars on the road and set off on foot up the 
very steep climb. One reason for doing so 
was to confirm that the metalled hill no 
longer follows quite the same alignment 
as the pre-war trials hill, which some 
found difficult to believe. But sure enough, 
half way up, a short ‘by-pass’ could be 
seen which would have had the effect of 
making the original hill even steeper. At 
this point a grumpy gamekeeper, in a 
Land Rover, turned up to warn the walkers 
off. They explained their purpose, but 
were told to go no further up the track. 
 
So it was off to Hatherland, just north of 
Tiverton. This hill was never used on the 
“Experts”, but was part of the Brighton & 
Hove MC’s “Brighton to Beer” trial of 1935 
’36 ’38 and ’39. Walking the hill showed it 
to be very stony and steep with a sharp 
left-hand hairpin at the top, which led into 
a sharp right hand corner to join the main 
track up to Hatherland Farm. The section 
is quite overgrown at the top, the original 
track being quite indistinct for a short way. 
Apparently a water main was laid down 
the track several years ago which would 
prohibit its use by cars. 

 

Please help your 
championship 

secretary and return 
your 2008 ACTC entry 

form as soon as 
possible. 
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Championship 
Chat  
 
With three events lost to F&M precautions 
there’s not a lot to report on as far as the 
various car championships are concerned. 
However, with the reduction in qualifying 
events to twelve, it will mean that under 
the ACTC rules all the car championships 
will be decided on the best 8 scores. 
There are only the Land’s End scores to 
make any difference between the state of 
play now and as reported in the last 
edition of Restart. 
 
The top of the Wheelspin has tightened 
up with Adrian Dommett’s lead over 
Dudley Sterry being cut to single point, 
with the latter having scored in one less 
event. There is then an eight point gap 
back to Andrew Martin who has a two 
point lead over Emma Robilliard with 
Dick Bolt, Dave Foreshew, Bill Bennett 
and Sticker Martin making up the top 
eight, but all with a chance of glory come 
the end of the season. 
 
Adrian Dommett has lost his lead in the 
Crackington to Dave Haizelden, with Bill 
Bennett, Emma Robilliard and Giles 
Greenslade currently making up the top 
five. Good to see that our new secretary, 
Pete Barr is up in seventh pace. 
 
The top two in the Navigator’s league are 
Judy Phillips and Liz Bennett, but as a 
result of a good Land’s End, and a 
resolution of some ‘TBAs’ in the 
passenger column on a couple of events, 
Tina Allaway has shot up to third. There’s 
quite a gap back to the leading male, 
Aaron Haizelden in fourth, but he usually 
puts in a strong run in the second half of 
the season, so there’s hope for us blokes 
yet!  
 

 
The Team League struggles along with 
still only three entrants, but at the moment 
the contest is quite close, with the JVs in 
the lead from Bump and Grind, followed 
by More Bump and Grind. If there’s room 
the latest championship tables will be 
featured elsewhere in this Restart. 
 
Electronic Regs 
The ACTC AGM in September took the 
view that it would be an advantage if we 
could bring in a system of distributing SRs 
and entry forms electronically. As I wrote 
in the last Restart participation in this 
scheme is entirely voluntary for both 
organisers and competitors, but it should 
be a useful tool in enabling trials to cut the 
costs of printing and postage which can 
only mean that potential increases in entry 
fees can be kept to a minimum. 
 
During the summer I sent out a survey to 
all organisers of ‘ACTC Invite’ trials to 
gauge their reaction. Of the responses I 
received all were for the scheme and only 
two competitors thought that they would 
not want to participate. As a result we are 
trying a small experiment on the Allen 
Trial for those competitors who responded 
positively to the survey. So these people 
will get (or will have received by now) their 
Allen entry documentation electronically. 
Return of the E-entry form and cheques 
will still need to be by the usual postal 
method. For the rest the SR and entry 
form paperwork will still come through the 
post. Despatch of each type will be 
scheduled to ensure that each should 
arrive at the same time.  
 
If YOU (bikes and car competitors) would 
like to receive your documentation 
electronically then there is a new section 
on the 2008 ACTC entry form, which will 
allow you to choose this option. Please 
make sure that you include a valid email 
address. 
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2008 Entry Forms 
There will be a 2008 entry form with this 
copy of Restart. As with previous years I 
would ask you to send it back to me 
sooner rather than later. There are three 
reasons for this: 
 

1) Some of the early 2008 Trials 
will be asking me for the address 
labels before Christmas, and if 
you’re not on the list you may not 
get sent with the documentation, 
2) Early despatch of the 
completed form stand less 
chance of getting snarled up in 
the Christmas postal melee, and  
3) It helps me to get the bulk of 
the admin job cleared up prior to 
Christmas 

 
The 2008 entry form should also be up on 
the ACTC Website if any of your friends 
want one, or they can get in touch and I 
will send them one. One minor plea: Could 
you all make sure that it is very clear 
which championship you are entering. 
 
 
 

Passenger Licences  
All signed-on passengers on ACTC trials 
from 1st January 2008 will need to have a 
suitable passenger licence. This can be a 
valid full membership card of any of the 
ACTC affiliated clubs. Alternatively, if your 
passenger is not such a member then the 
ACTC will issue a lifetime passenger 
licence, which will cost the princely sum of 
£1. Trial organisers will be able to take the 
details of passengers who need this 
licence, relieve them of their £1 and send 
the details to me. I will then issue a 
membership card direct to the passenger. 
I will issue suitable, simple registration 
forms to event organisers along with their 
address labels. 
 
Please let me know if you have any 
comments or queries on either the e-regs 
scheme or passenger licences and I will 
do my best to answer them. 
 
It only remains now to wish you all a 
Happy Christmas and New Year and 
successful trialling in the rest of 2007 
 

Chris 
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J V s
G ile s  G re e n s la d e 5 .0 1 0 .0 9 .5 9 .9 D N C 3 .0 9 .9
R o s s  N o rm a n 5 .0 9 .0 9 .9 D N C D N C D N C 2 .0
B i l l  B e n n e tt 5 .0 9 .6 9 .3 9 .4 9 .5 5 .0 9 .3
T o n y  Y o u n g D N C 4 .0 7 .9 2 .0 8 .5 D N C D N C
T e a m  T o ta l 1 5 2 8 .6 2 8 .7 2 1 .3 0 .0 0 .0 2 1 .2 1 1 4 .8 5

B u m p  a n d  G rin d
A n d re w  M a rt in 5 .0 1 0 .5 1 1 .0 4 .0 D N C 5 .0 8 .0
S t ic k e r M a r tin 5 .0 D N C 1 0 .6 8 .0 1 0 .4 5 .0 1 0 .0
D ic k  B o lt 5 .0 D N C D N C 1 0 .0 D N C 5 .0 1 1 .0
B il l  R o s te n 5 .0 5 .0 D N C 8 .9 D N C 7 .9
T e a m  T o ta l 2 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 2 6 .9 0 .0 1 5 .0 2 9 .0 9 0 .9 4

M o re  B u m p  a n d  G rin d
P a u l B a r te lm a n 5 .0 D N C D N C D N C D N C 5 .0 D N C
S im o n  G ro v e s 5 .0 6 .5 D N C 1 1 .0 D N C 5 .0 6 .0
H a rv e y  W a te rs 1 .0 D N C 9 .0 7 .0 D N C 3 .0 1 1 .0
D u d le y  S te rry 5 .0 1 1 .0 1 0 .9 1 0 .0 D N C 5 .0 4 .0
T e a m  T o ta l 1 5 .0 0 .0 0 .0 2 8 .0 0 .0 1 5 .0 2 1 .0 7 9 .0 4
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A drian D om m ett 5 9 10 9 1 1 35 35
D ud ley S te rry 5 10 5 9 5 34 34
A ndrew M artin 5 6 8 5 2 26 26
E m m a R ob illia rd 5 5 6 3 5 24 24
D ick B o lt 5 6 5 7 23 23
D avid F oreshew 8 5 10 23 23
B ill B ennett 5 9 3 5 22 22
S ticke r M artin 5 4 2 5 6 22 22
A ndrew R ippon 5 5 9 19 19
S im on G roves 5 8 5 18 18
P ete r B arr 5 7 5 17 17
Ian D avis 5 10 15 15
D avid H a ize lden 5 1 4 5 15 15
R ob in  P reedy 5 3 5 13 13
T ris  W h ite 1 7 5 13 13
G iles G reens lade 5 4 3 12 12
R oss N orm an 5 7 12 12
K e ith  S anders 2 10 12 12
M ike W orkm an 5 1 5 11 11
P au l B artlem an 5 5 10 10
G regor D ixon-S m ith 5 5 10 10
John  Lud fo rd 5 5 10 10
B ryan P h ipps 5 5 10 10
M ark T oo th 5 5 10 10
D avid T urner 5 5 10 10
Jona than T ou lm in 3 6 9 9
H arry B u tcher 5 3 8 8
John Looker 5 3 8 8
R ichard P eck 8 8 8
N ico la W a inwrigh t 3 5 8 8
M ichae l W arnes 3 5 8 8
T erry  B a ll 5 2 7 7
H arvey W ate rs 1 3 3 7 7
P au l A llaway 3 3 6 6
C o lin  B iles 3 3 6 6
B arry C la rke 1 5 6 6
D avid M ille r 3 3 6 6
P ete r M oun ta in 3 3 6 6
B rian P artridge 1 5 6 6
P au l R oyds 5 1 6 6
John  S argeant 3 3 6 6
M ark S m ith 3 3 6 6
M ark E nd ley 5 5 5
S am P ayne 5 5 5
S tuart R oach 5 5 5
B ill R osten 5 5 5
M ark R osten -E dwards 5 5 5
A drian T ucker-Peake 5 5 5
T ony Y oung 5 5 5
S tephen  B a iley 5 5 5
M urray M ontgom ery-S m ith 3 1 4 4
E d N ike l 1 3 4 4
D avid B ache 3 3 3
M ichae l C ha tw in 3 3 3
M artin C rosby 3 3 3
S tuart H arro ld 3 3 3
Ju lian Lack 3 3 3
M ichae l Lee te 3 3 3
John P arsons 3 3 3
M ike P earson 3 3 3
C o lin P errym an 3 3 3
R ob W ells 3 3 3
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Crackington Table 2007
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David Haizelden 5.0 10.1 10.5 10.1 10.1 5.0 10.3 61.1 61.1
Adrian Dommett 5.0 10.6 10.3 10.4 10.5 1.0 10.3 58.1 58.1
Bill Bennett 5.0 9.6 9.3 9.4 9.5 5.0 9.3 57.1 57.1
Emma Robilliard 5.0 11.0 10.5 10.9 5.0 8.9 51.3 51.3
Sticker Martin 5.0 10.6 8.0 10.4 5.0 10.0 49.0 49.0
Peter Barr 5.0 7.0 7.5 7.9 10.2 5.0 5.9 48.5 48.5
Giles Greenslade 5.0 10.0 9.5 9.9 3.0 9.9 47.3 47.3
Dudley Sterry 5.0 11.0 10.9 10.0 5.0 4.0 45.9 45.9
Andrew Martin 5.0 10.5 11.0 4.0 5.0 8.0 43.5 43.5
David Foreshew 10.0 8.0 10.5 8.0 36.5 36.5
Andrew Rippon 5.0 7.0 8.0 5.0 10.5 35.5 35.5
Simon Groves 5.0 6.5 11.0 5.0 7.0 34.5 34.5
Dick Bolt 5.0 10.0 5.0 11.0 31.0 31.0
Harvey W aters 1.0 9.0 7.0 3.0 11.0 31.0 31.0
Keith Sanders 10.5 10.4 10.1 31.0 31.0
Bill Rosten 5.0 5.0 8.9 7.9 26.8 26.8
Ian Davis 5.0 0.0 11.0 10.0 26.0 26.0
Tris W hite 1.0 10.0 5.0 10.0 26.0 26.0
Ross Norman 5.0 9.0 9.9 2.0 25.9 25.9
Mike W orkman 5.0 6.0 5.0 9.0 25.0 25.0
David Miller 3.0 7.5 0.0 9.4 3.0 22.9 22.9
Colin Biles 3.0 R 6.5 10.1 3.0 22.6 22.6
Jonathan Toulmin 3.0 8.8 10.6 22.4 22.4
Tony Young 4.0 7.9 2.0 8.5 22.4 22.4
Nicola W ainwright 3.0 8.0 5.0 4.9 20.9 20.9
Nigel Green 9.5 6.0 5.0 20.5 20.5
Mark Tooth 5.0 10.3 5.0 20.3 20.3
Bryan Phipps 5.0 10.0 5.0 20.0 20.0
John Ludford 5.0 9.8 5.0 19.8 19.8
Murray Montgomery-Smith 3.0 5.8 3.0 1.0 7.0 19.8 19.8
Dave Sargeant 6.0 6.9 6.9 19.8 19.8
Derek Tyler 10.8 R 9.0 19.8 19.8
John W ilton 8.3 8.4 3.0 19.7 19.7
Gregor Dixon-Smith 5.0 8.4 5.0 18.4 18.4
Stephen Kenny 7.8 9.6 1.0 0.0 18.4 18.4
Robin Preedy 5.0 8.0 5.0 18.0 18.0
Gary Browning 10.3 7.5 17.8 17.8
Michael Collins 9.5 8.3 17.8 17.8
John Looker 5.0 9.3 3.0 17.3 17.3
Julian Lack 4.8 0.0 6.6 5.0 0.0 16.4 16.4
Stuart Harrold 6.0 0.0 6.5 3.0 15.5 15.5
Dean Partington 3.0 7.5 5.0 15.5 15.5
Paul Allaway 3.0 3.0 9.3 15.3 15.3
Stuart Roach 5.0 9.4 14.4 14.4
John Sargeant 3.0 8.3 3.0 14.3 14.3
Terry Ball 5.0 9.0 14.0 14.0
Barry Clarke 1.0 7.6 5.0 13.6 13.6
Sam Payne 8.5 5.0 13.5 13.5
Ed Nikel 1.0 8.9 3.0 0.0 12.9 12.9
Mark Smith 3.0 8.5 11.5 11.5
Malcolm Curnow 6.5 4.9 11.4 11.4
Brian Partridge 1.0 0.0 5.0 5.0 11.0 11.0
Paul Bartleman 5.0 5.0 10.0 10.0
Michael Chatwin 3.0 0.0 7.0 10.0 10.0
Russell Clarke 7.0 3.0 R 10.0 10.0
David Turner 5.0 5.0 10.0 10.0
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MOTORCYCLE 
NEWS 
 

F irst of all – I apologise that there 
was no update to the motorcycle 
championship tables in the last 
Restart – someone forgot the 

copy deadline. 
 
The early part of the year saw Yoshi 
Adams dominate the championships with 
some great results in all the events, 
overtaking Tom Beckerleg in the tables. 
Tom did confide in me that he was 
actually chasing fourth place as the trophy 
is one of his favourites! 
 
Yoshi is now jointly challenged by Tom 
and Graham Makepeace, both trailing by 
a sizeable 17 points (at the time of 
writing). Graham’s had an 
uncharacteristically off-form season to 
date, save for taking the premier award in 
the Northern trial – a great trial that made 
the trip to Cumbria worthwhile. 
 
In the sidecars, there’s a battle going on 

between the Pethericks who are leading 
Messrs. Lidgate and Webb by 3 points. 
Unlucky John Hind and current passenger 
Jon Stobbs were forced to retire from the 
Land’s End. 
  
At the time of writing, due to the dreaded 
Foot and Mouth, no events have been run 
since April’s Sphinx trial. After some 
disappointment at being told this year’s 
Edinburgh Trial had been cancelled, along 
with other events, I think those organising 
clubs did the right thing – in the current 
climate we wouldn’t want the finger of 
blame for spreading the disease pointed 
at us. There are still a few events to run 
this year and let’s hope we can have a full 
season of trials in 2008, with the 
championships next year expanded to 
include the marvellous Ilkley classic trial. 
 
 
Ian Thompson 
ACTC Motorcycle Coordinator 
07717 093228  
i1_wjt@yahoo.co.uk 

Pouncy League        

Name Exeter Exmoor Northern Chairman’s Land’s End Sphinx Total 

Yoshi Adams 10 4 9 10 10 3 46 
Graham 
Makepeace 10 3 10 0 6 0 29 

Tom Beckerleg 10 9 0 10 0 0 29 

Ian Thompson 6 9 6 0 6 0 27 

Stephen Bailey 0 8 0 9 0 0 17 

Keith Johnston 3 7 0 0 0 0 10 

Edward Griffin 0 0 5 1 0 0 6 

Mike Pote 6 0 0 0 0 0 6 

Chris Bush 3 0 1 0 0 0 4 

Stephen Jones 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
25th November Allen BMCC&LCC Championship (C) 
25th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
9th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 
5th January 2008 Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
20th January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
27th January Exmoor North Devon MC Championship (C/M) 
3rd February Cotswold Clouds Stroud MC Championship (C) 
10th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
16th February Northern Fell Side Championship (C/M) 
16th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC * 
17th February Launceston L&NCMC * 
24th February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
2nd March Camel Heights Camel Vale ACTC invite 
8th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
9th March March Hare Falcon ACTC invite 
15th March Hereford VSCC * 
21st March Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
23rd March Presidents Camel Vale * 
19th April Kimber MGCC * 
20th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
20th April Scottish VSCC * 
27th April Bovey Down Windwhistle ACTC invite 
27th April Sphinx Cheltenham Championship (M) 
18th May Ilkley Ilkley MC Championship (C/M) 
14th September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
21st September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
4th October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
11th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC Invite 
11th October Welsh VSCC * 
19th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
26th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
2nd November Tarka North Devon Championship (C/M) 
2nd November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
8th November Mechanics Stroud ACTC Invite 
16th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
30th November Allen BMC&LCC Championship (C) 
30th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
7th December Camel Classic Camel Vale ACTC invite 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible. 
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