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The Fack Trials Differential 
Some Escort and BMC units ex stock, May 05 

 

A bolt in conversion for Escort & BMC ‘A’ Series axles 
Now well known in classic trials as well as sporting trials where it originated, this 
unit has solve the diff problem for those cars using Escort or BMC ‘A’ series axles. 
Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, instead of two in 
the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller bearings. No production 
components are used, and the superb new casing is machined from solid high 
grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £520 (no VAT, while stocks last) but what price can you 
put on having the confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your 
results are bound to improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and 
still be able to drive home after the event!  
 

All spares still available 
 
 

Julian Fack, Orchard Farm, Shareshill, Wolverhampton WV10 7LE 
Or leave a message on 07812 108 588 at any time 

 
j.fack@virgin.net 
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The committee of the Windwhistle Motor Club met last night (8th February) 
and after extensive discussion following a recent site visit decided that the 4th 
single venue clubsport classic trial planned for 29th April 2007 will not happen 
this year. Extensive timber extraction work by a forestry contractor has 
rendered the terrain extremely unstable, soft and unusable for trials cars. As 
you may know Normans Hump had to be cancelled on the January MCC 
Exeter Trial despite huge efforts by Terry and Jason Flay to reinstate the 
surface. This years Bovey Down Trial is cancelled but we hope to return in 
2008 with a bigger and better event.  
 
Tim Whellock  
Chair, Windwhistle Motor Club 



3 

Much concern has been 
expressed in the past about 
the future of Classic Trialling, 
There is always a lot of 
concern about the way Rights-
of-Way legislation will affect 
us although I get more relaxed 
about this as time moves on. 
More and more, the most 
challenging sections are on 
private land rather than rights-
of-way. Nor do I think that 

being pushed off the public highway will be the problem. Organising a pubic highway 
based event is easier now than it was twenty years ago. (And yes, I have been at it that 
long; the first Clee Hills Trial that I organised was in 1980) What I currently think is that 
we will run out of people who are prepared to give their time to organise. How often 
have I heard people say, “I would help, but I do not have the time”. Yet these same 
people are often out competing weekend after weekend. Any organiser will tell you, 
they don’t have the time either, yet they somehow find the time to provide others with 
enjoyment. In the last issue of Restart Adrian Tucker-Peake put out an appeal for a 
replacement secretary for the association, yet not a single person has stepped forward 
even if only to ask more about the job. I find it amusing when I hear award winners 
saying how they are grateful to the marshals, and yet when these same people are 
asked to actually make some contribution that would ease the burden on these self 
same marshals, there is a total lack of any response. As I write this (15th February) 
John Aley and I are a week into an appeal to find a Stand Manager for Ian Williamson’s 
“Race Retro”. Not a peep out of anyone. …… End of Rant (for now….) 
 
In previous years we have made you all wait until the awards presentation, post Exeter, 
to find out who has won what. With the change over to our fine Dinner and Dance, we 
printed the tables in the January Issue, and I published the select few who had won 
one of the subjective awards. This time, having studiously avoided watching or listening 
to any thing to do with the BAFTA awards I thought I would take a leaf out of their book 
and announce the nominees for these awards, and then let you wait until we are all 
sitting together in Cullompton to discover who the happy recipients are to be. 
 
 
Trial of Year: The Best Organised? The Most Improved? The most 

innovative? 
Camel Hans’ ingenious new scoring system gave every one a crack 

at the overall positions on an event often criticised for its use 
of “index of performance” 

Northern This was the year that the Northern really came of age. An 
excellent mixture of sections, well briefed marshals and an 
overall quality of organisation that many longstanding events 
could look to. 

Clee Hills Jonathan’s use of the figure of eight system ensures that no 
one has to finish late, especially on a trial with the biggest car 
entry, but this requires very careful planning if it is not to all go 
pear shaped – as my efforts this year demonstrated 
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Coupe des Dames:  As this is a trophy that often seems to go out by default, it 
was great to see three ladies in contention:- 

Nicola Wainwright steadily amassing points, and with latter day support from 
Emma showing the boys that class 4 is definitely the “girlie” 
class. 

Kelly Thomas spectacular when she showed up and could have been in the 
main trophies if she’d done more events 

Emma Robilliard the new kid on the block 

 
Wait til Next Year: For the person most likely to….. 
Emma Robilliard Turning in class winning performances straight out of the 

blocks  
Sticker Martin Not exactly a newcomer to the sport, yet Sticker has made a 

come back this year with performances that suggest a great 
resurgence is in the pipeline 

John Cox Another returnee but this time with a new car in a different 
class. Can he turn class 5 on its head? 

 
Rest and be Thankful: 
Judy Phillips Judy has made a come back this year, and even Adrian’s 

normally excellent results show the improvement of having a 
regular back in the left hand seat 

John Webb As sidecar passenger for Alex Lidgate he has held tight to the 
Red Rose 2nd spot 

Richard Bolt One of those “jobbing passengers” who’s fool enough to turn 
out in any Escort, or Pop, that needs him 

Paul Bartleman What’s this? A driver in the passenger’s awards? Yet Paul has 
been out with Nicola on many occasions and her performances 
have leapt forward as a result 

 
Tractor Tug: For overcoming mechanical adversity 
Simon Groves Keeping an Escort going event after event after event is no 

mean feat, and doing it whilst maintaining a competitive edge 
doubly so 

Fred Mills Derek Reynolds’ DAF is not renowned for being the most 
reliable trials car, but once on an event, it is Fred rather than 
Derek that has to pick up the pieces 

Nick Farmer A problem with a broken blower belt on the Exmoor Clouds 
should have spelled retirement, but continuous tinkering, 
resulted not just in a finish, but class victory as well 

 
Premier:     Front wheel Drive   
David Haizelden 10 years on from its first appearance in the Crackington 

awards, the green Golf just gets better and better. 
Mike Collins Although apparently always the bridesmaid behind Dave H, a 

closer look at results show that its not always green at the top 
of class 1 

Andy Wood Probably the true face of class 1 behind the Haizelden/Collins 
 steamroller 
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The 2007 ACTC Dinner & Dance 
 

Saturday 9th June 2007 
 

Padbrook Park near Cullompton 
 

Contact  Giles Greenslade  
for more information 

01985 214861 
 

greenslade@american-presence.com  
 

Moore: For pre-war cars 
Ian Wilton Everybody enjoys seeing the Trojans, and their sedate pace 

around the route as well as up the sections makes one forget just 
how competitive they are 

Adrian Dommett When Wolseley launched this car in 1931 it was called a 
“Special”, and Adrian certainly chases the current class 8 drivers 
with his version 

Bill Bennett Bill’s immaculate J2 is almost a much a part of the current “scene” 
as Simms itself, but he has faced up to Adrian’s challenge and 
made him work for his victories 

 
Mike Massey: Sportsman of the year 
Pete Barr An all round help and ambassador for the sport, with incidents too 

numerous to mention 
A T-Peake In spite of the pressures of launching his own business Adrian 

has found time to keep ACTC on the straight and narrow. We will 
miss his help 

Dick Hutchings The Exmoor Clouds is a trial that is certainly always good and this 
year the event relied exceptionally heavily on Dick and his 
contribution, during some of the worst weather for years, was 
outstanding 

Sticker Martin Sticker and Simon Groves shared a diff on the Hardy, those of 
you who read this tome will know the story. (Back Issues are 
available…..) 
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W ell, our Postie has been 
inundated with letters of 
application for the post of 
ACTC Secretary – Not!  No 

surprise I guess, so the opportunity for 
you to both record and to guide the future 
of your sport remains open – please 
review my notes from the last issue and 
have a good think about your capabilities 
to have a go.  Like all of the officer’s roles, 
it does in no way interfere with 
participation in your competitive season. 
 
And now there’s another way to serve 
your colleagues, since Mr Green Golf, 
who again climbed out of Crooked 
Mustard this year has also decided to 
climb out of his Championship Monitor’s 
seat.  Dave’s experienced contribution as 
a very regular driver has been very 
valuable to the whole process of raising 
event standards and operational quality 
from the competitor’s point of view.  As a 
reminder, his 7 golden rules for a premium 
event are: 
 
 1. a good start venue 
 2. new sections to keep the trial 
 fresh 
 3. competitive sections 
 4. all classes with a chance of 
 being in top 15 
 5. careful setting out of markers, 
 ie. not stopping most of the field 
 at 10, then a handful going clean 
 6. more use of higher position  
 restarts at 3 or 2 , instead of at 6 
 or 7 
 7. descending tyre pressures with 
 classes, not a blanket value 
 
Clubs continue to strive for quality events, 
and extra experienced help is always 
welcome to assist the hard-pressed 
organisers who put so much thought and 
effort into their trials.   
 
We continue to see new ideas being 
applied, like downloadable information to 
reduce the paperwork mountain, 

cloverleaf road route loops to keep 
everyone busy in a short day, and class 
scoring adjustments in order to address 
golden rule # 4.   
 
So, if you’re the type of competitor who 
often chats away after every event with 
“regs were good, cracking sections, but I 
know of a place 5 miles up the road that 
could offer a well-catered start venue”, or 
“you know, wasn’t it brilliant that the clerk 
sorted his restarts this year, my Cl. 7 
pipped most of the 8’s for a change!”, well, 
there’s a place for you and your 
constructive observations on Council. 
 
We all really value the efforts made by 
organising teams, even if they are bitterly 
disappointed like Windwhistle this year, 
but each club has its gems of good 
practise so it makes sense for ACTC to 
spread the word.  Please let us know if 
you’d like to be our disciple – less scribing 
in this job than the secretary has to do, 
only two brief reports a year! 
 

Adrian 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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The 2006 Mechanics Trial 
By Gill Hayward 

 

W ell after doing the Clee Hills 
Trial in January 2006 I 
thought it was time I did 
another one. After being 

Clerk of the Course on the Mechanics 
Trial for the last 4 years I through it would 
actually be nice to take part. After all the 
dry weather we’ve been having I through it 
was going to be all down to tyre 
pressures. But the week before the event, 
the answer to a Clerk of the Course 
prayer, it started to rain. 
 
The perfect start location for the trial, only 
4 miles from home. We arrived at 07.45 
and joined the queue with Nigel Moss, 
Brian Phipps, and Emma Flay to name a 
few to be scrutineered.  All professionally 
done by Royston and Chris. All OK, then 
into the Ryeford Arms for signing on. 
Being number 9 there wasn’t a long 
queue. 
 
My son Peter was ready for breakfast, all 
swiftly served by cheerful staff. Took down 
last minute instruction, including tyre 
pressure restrictions etc. Just time for a 
read through of the route and a comfort 
stop for us both. Time to put numbers on 
B2 and ready for the off. 
 
Alison, the start marshal, saw us off at 
08.39. To section 1, Tin Pan Ally, arrived 
to join the other, nice first hill to calm the 
nerves, but there can be a very sticky clay 
patch in the middle of the section that can 
catch you out but were all OK so far. 
 
Now off to Section 2, Alf’s Delight. Driving 
to the section I realized that being Clerk of 
the Course for the last 4 years, I hadn’t  
actually driven many of the sections 
myself, I got someone else to test them for 
me, and at this stage was wishing I’d  tried 
them all myself, too late now. It was quite 
a challenger to get to the start line, deep 
and very sticky ruts at slow speed I 
needed a push to the start line. Oh dear 

not a very good omen. Arrived at the start 
line to see an old faithful marshal, Roger 
Harmer. Managed to get her off the start 
line and up to the restart, in a very 
different placed this year, nice one too, 
low down in the section. Off we go, more 
grip after the restart, but through a sticky 
bit and out the top. Feeling a bit calmer 
now. Had to double check the route here, 
yes we did have to turn right, seeing Colin 
Perryman going left. 
 
Off to Section 3, Boxwell. Driving down 
Scrubbets Lane, its funny driving through 
the hedge, yes it is a road through there, 
down we go stopping to see the deer 
disappearing through the woods. Restart 
for everyone here, off up to the restart, 
marshalled by Terry Coventry, Oh and 
there’s my brother, Mark Hobbs. A sticky 
restart on a sharp left hand bend. Well 
mucked that restart up, must concentrate 
on what I am doing, not look to see who’s 
about. There’s always next year. 
 
Pumped tyres up (out of section) and 
along the track to the road, to see Daniel 
Minett-Smith in the Special, parked on the 
verge, couldn’t do anything to help, so off 
we go up the A46 to Nailsworth and 
Section 4, Wood Lane. Stopped in Wood 
Lane just before the gate to let the tyres 
down. I know from experience that getting 
to the section can be a challenge here. 
Arrived early so had to wait in the queue. 
Watched Nigel Moss, struggle off the start 
line but he managed to clear the section. 
Watched the next 7 car struggling off the 
line, some only getting about 2 car 
lengths. Oh well this will be a fail. Up to 
start line and off we go, creeping off 
there’s nothing to loose, grabbed second, 
well were still moving, under the trees and 
were off, there is grip there somewhere 
and out the top, what a relief. 
 
Now to Mackhouse, Section 5. Not a usual 
Mechanics section. No one else at the 
sections so off we go, it’s a bit of a roller 
coaster ride with deep ruts from the rain 
criss crossing the section, the French 

8 

drains weren’t too bad through, to the 
restart, there are two separate restart and 
I realised to late that I stopped and the 
wrong one. The annoying thing is I got off 
the class 8 restart with no trouble. Bugger. 
Out the top of section to be stopped by 
Paul Eamer to have out tyre pressures 
checked before we pumped them up. 
 
Round we go now to Ferris Court, Section 
6. Arrived there at 10.55, no one else in 
sight Then waited for the 2 minutes 
silence for Remembrance Day. To my 
surprise there was no restart, but I think a 
saw Jonathan Toulmin with his camera in 
the middle of the track for a second. 
 
Off to the woods, Catswood, Section 7, 
Mini Hoskins, (This is a new one to me). 
To be met by Jackie Browning. There is a 
restart on this section but unfortunately I 
didn’t get to it, short by about 2 feet I think. 
Peter and Gary Browning tried to push me 
out, but it was no good B2 just wouldn’t 
have it. 
 
Still in Catswood, to Section 8, Sapsed 
Surprise. And join the queue of Nigel 
Moss car 1, Brian Phipps and Tony 
Underhill. Where are all the others, I think 
we lost them after Wood Lane? Down to 
section to be met by Alan Sapsed 
marshalling and also saw Mark Hobbs 
again. 
 
Well there’s no chance of getting out the 
top of here today, starts on the bottom 
track and right, up a very steep slippery 
bank, can only do my best. I was very 
please with getting a 6 on here and was 
congratulated by Mark for a good attempt. 
 
Now out of the main wood and down the 
old Catswood Section used years ago in 
the Cotswold Clouds to Section 9. King 
Charles’ Lane. Quite a long track, steep 
rough section to a big step half way up, 
section ends about 50 yards after this, but 
kept it going and a stride the gully, to be 
told by Peter to slow down Mum, you’re 
going to fast. On to the main road with the 
help of Peter Davies. To discover we have 

a puncture, with a quick change and 
loosing our place as 4th vehicle off we go. 
 
Along to Bulls Cross Special Test. Start on 
line A, all across line B, back across line B 
to stop a stride line C, not a very 
impressive time, but I did it right.  
 
From Bulls Cross at the top of Slad to 
Greenway Lane at Shurdington near 
Cheltenham. Saw a few of the cars 
(including Volvo 123, several Porche’s 
and an Imp) coming from the other 
direction that were in the other event 
running locally that day call “The Rally of 
the Tests”. 
 
Comfort stop at the petrol station in 
Brockworth and off to Section 10, 
Greenway Lane 1. Marshalled by Nigel 
Green and family. We were early here too, 
jointed the queue, we had dropped back a 
few places here, with the puncture and the 
comfort stop. First at this section was 
Nigel Moss, Nigel didn’t do very well and 
we all thought we were in trouble if Nigel 
didn’t get far. But we were told by Nigel, 
as he came back down that he forgot to 
take his handbrake off! 
 
My turn, off the main track, through the 
gateway, then right up through the field, I 
took the bend too sharp and took off all 
the speed and only got as far as Nigel. 
Not very pleased here. Reversed to the 
bend to wait for the next car to go up 
before we could go back through the gate. 
Saw Barry Minet-Smith and his brother 
Bev up the section also Mark again. 
 
Section 11. Greenway Lane 2, a long 
section with a restart on the diversion at 
the top. Stopped at the restart, marshalled 
by Paul Bartleman (cousin) in the wrong 
place again, with front passengers wheel 
in a hole and I wasn’t going anywhere. 
Also marshalled by Andrew Brown. Up to 
tarred road, pump up tyres for the drive to 
Bull Banks near Miserden. 
 
Again early at Section 12 Bull Banks 1. 
Only a short wait in line. A steep climb to 
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the very slippy restart, Failed. Restart 
marshalled by John & June Blakeley. Drop 
right back to have a good run at it. 
 
Section 13 Bull Banks 2. Short section 
with a very slippy and sticky restart, slowly 
off start line and up to restart line and yes 
I got it wrong again. Dropped back and 
cleared section ok, but no marks for that. 
 
One section left, Section 14, Viaduct. I am 
looking forward to this one. I managed to 
get this one 4 years ago, the first time it 
has been used as a section for as long as 
anyone in living memory can remember 
and it’s still classed as a road. And I’ve 
never driven it. Through a gate into a tree 
lined lane to section begins, which is the 
end of a stream, them ll o’clock left 
through gateway, still in steam, into field 
track very muddy, sticky as a animal 
trough overflows at this time of year and 
flows down the first 1/3rd of the section. 
Still sticky for the next 100 yards till 
another track from the right. Then the 

track gets bit more grip, section ends this 
year. But you’re not out of trouble until 
you’re out for the top another 500 yards or 
so.  
 
Joining the queue again as we are early. 
So here goes, I think the only way you are 
going to get up here is gently through the 
gate and then flat out. So that’s what I did, 
just made it with the front wheels over the 
finish line. Peter jumped out (yes we are 
still moving) and pushed, with the help of 
others so I could get on to hard surface. I 
did not stop for Peter, just kept going to 
the stop and through the gate. 
 
A clean, I felt great, not a clean card for 
the day, but had a great day and finished 
last section in daylight. I was going to 
watch for a while but by then it was getting 
very cold, but at least it stayed dry for the 
day. 
 
Thanks to the organising team for a great 
day. We will be back next year…… 

Gillian on Greenway Lane 2 
 

(Photo by Jonathan Toulmin) 

10 

Exeter 2007 
by Andrew Barry 

 

A s usual Steve Wickers (number 
26 XL250) and I (number 27 
DR350) met at the Popham start, 
Steve early and me running just 

late enough to allow for no spare time. A 
quick hello to Paul (number 24 XR400 – 
well done for class award!), documents 
produced, a cup of tea spilt over 
waterproofs – nothing compared to later in 
the night - and bike examined by Peter, 
Mike and Colin. Much discussion here 
about flashing red LED rear lights; 
mounted on bag – legal, mounted on bike 
– illegal. Either way at 50mph on a fast 
dual carriageway I feel these are a 
probable lifesaver. 
 
At 19:57 we wobbled our way from the 
start with a cheery wave from a chap 
whom I tried to encourage last year. This 
year he has a bike but was not in the trial 
– next year? After the obligatory nervous 
pee stop and some petrol we settled into 
the always-enjoyable touring route. Made 
more enjoyable this year for not getting 
lost in Ludgershall (I believe the route card 
has been changed!). Each year we 
consider just blasting down the A303, but 
isn’t it missing the point?  
 
The touring start of the trial, the more 
pleasant route on the way home; are 
these not all part of the spirit of the event? 
However, spirit or not I was well pleased 
to arrive at Haynes and even more 
pleased to tuck into a bacon sandwich and 
a cup of tea. Not quite enough time for the 
museum, or for catching up on gossip, but 
we did get a good look at Chris Poole’s 
creation of an outfitted XL185. Nice to see 
a vehicle even slower than Steve’s XL250!  
Perhaps not a natural progression for this 
machine but it might just spark off my own 
aims in this area. Anyone got a Wasp or 
something else exotic for sale…? 
 
 

 
With the weather actually slightly warmer 
(glass half full) but the clouds low and 
overcast and rain threatening (glass half 
empty), we set off at about half past 
midnight. Destination section one: 
Meerhay. As we descended down Black 
Lane after the hold control I saw Steve 
stop ahead chatting to a bloke in the lane, 
who I assumed was a marshal. Then I 
thought “gosh he’s very casually dressed 
for a marshal”. He turned out to be a 
resident and was obviously wondering 
what on earth we were all doing at this 
strange hour - he had not seen any 
information. He was not concerned, just 
wondering. In fact he confessed to being a 
motorcyclist – riding a Harley. I declined to 
question his definition of a motorcycle, for 
he was in sandals, a dressing gown and 
smoking a fag! Meerhay was an excellent 
start, actually a little tricky, sadly baulked 
to avoid a narrow encounter with a 
previous competitor. My spirits were lifted 
by a loud group of supporters at the 
summit; the MCC does attract the hardiest 
of souls! 
 
At the passage control Steve’s choice of 
breakfast part one at Haynes was 
beginning to have repercussions, but we 
struggled fourth to clean Gatcombe Lane. 
Next into Bovey Woods where the tracks 
resembled a Mississippi mud pie and the 
very real danger of a fall was exacerbated 
the probable mud drowning that would 
follow.  
 
Here we paid our respects to Normans 
Hump and on to Clinton. While we waited 
an outfit absolutely caned it from the start, 
around the corner, up the first few meters, 
only to meet a massive hole drawing them 
in. Not always reassuring to watch a 
professional make so much noise to no 
avail; indeed the magnetic attraction of the 
hole nearly did for me too. We emerged 
from the woods a different colour with me 
muttering to Steve something about power 
and balance.  
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So at the start of Waterloo it was up and 
round a tight right hand corner with some 
over hanging bushes - into which I put my 
head. Right I thought, just balance and 
stick in some more power. Out of the bush 
I popped - not a good line to exit – watch 
that rock - oops mind that tree – hit it with 
the clutch lever and stopped with my 
shoulder resting against the tree. Didn’t 
actually put my feet down even when 
using the tree to restart – rather tidy I 
thought. At least it takes the pressure off 
for another year! 
 
Having regained my composure at Plyford 
it was the first special test at Stretes. Well 
deserved praise here for both special 
tests. Test 1: a long section followed by 
short and not easy to see the course at 
the start. Made all the more lovely for 
everyone by a heavy shower passing 
through! At least Steve had stopped 
moaning about his stomach – thank you 
fellow rider for a toffee! Some doubt 
follows at Bulverton Hill, coming of the 
start a small dab as I got balanced, was it 
within the three metres? Possibly, but it’s 
very difficult to tell at 04:45 in the morning.  
 
The section followed as clean so I put in 
for it clean, and trust in the marshal’s 
judgement (as it turned out my judgement 
bad and theirs good so a foot it was). I 
always love the run to breakfast part two, 
especially down the hill to Sidmouth, you 
can really smell the sea air. Still dry I 
tucked into another bacon sandwich – 
always a careful balance between eating 
too much and not enough. Another 
balance is sleep – better to do without, 
you just feel worse. Steve chose sleep. . .  
 
Following a chat about Hengistbury Head 
(small world!) with our officials, whilst 
retrieving our route cards, we set off at 
06:57. Blimey the weather looks lovely I 
thought, so it was off with the sticky rubber 
suit and down to the nearly waterproofs. 
Unbelievable that in no more than five 
minutes it was pelting down, as it did for 
the remaining six hours! Nice! In the post 

breakfast blur, my least favourite time, 
clean ascents of Tillerton and Fingle must 
have taken place. Perhaps I should have 
had a nap? 
 
Special test 2, just after Fingle, was a 
triumph of planning. Rocky with a blind 
corner, plenty of power and I sped from 
the line. As I stopped at line B my brain 
started to register “tricky”. Flag drops and 
it’s off round the corner, bike bucking left 
and right and it was all I could do to stay 
on, let alone put a good time in! Very 
interesting result I am sure. As said before 
a big thumbs up for the special tests this 
year. 
 
At Wooston Bank a queue and time for a 
small chat. There was a different entry 
point for the section, this year. The two-
way traffic on muddy narrow lanes was 
perhaps not the best idea. However the 
extremely slippery descent towards the 
start, proved to be as or more difficult than 
some of the sections! In fact lots of people 
were descending but none were returning! 
Celia’s calm whilst at the helm of her 
Wasp was to be expected of course. After 
sliding down to the start and thanking 
Mike for holding the bike, I let more air out 
of the tyres. I find that if at all concerned, 
letting more air out is always the answer. 
It must have worked as despite the restart 
(why are they always on some wet vertical 
piece of rock or a grassy, muddy, sloping, 
skidpan?) I made it to the top. You should 
have let more air out Steve!! 
 
Next another highlight of the Exeter – 
Ilsington Parish Hall, a cup of tea and that 
fantastic fruit cake – thank you ladies. 
Flagging energy restored we trundled 
down to Simms boosted by the cheery 
waves of spectators – what rain? On my 
first Exeter I remember Simms with 
flashback pictures in my mind. Back then I 
did manage to clean it, but was somewhat 
lacking in the style department. The same 
cheery spectators leapt from my path, 
cheery waves left dangling in the air - as I 
mounted both banks repeatedly, with 
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2007 Northern Trial 
 
Lowry’s 
 
 
 

Chris Poel, Honda 
 
 
 
(Photos by Michael 
Toulmin) 
 

 
 
 

Tony Young and Mark 
Milne in trouble! 

 
 
Roger Tush-
ingham, Scott 
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increasing height and decreasing control – 
Power and balance? – well power at any 
rate. This time Steve and I executed and 
cleaned the section with much more 
control, but did the spectators recognise 
me? The waves just as cheery, but was 
there a nervous edge?    
 
We managed to get lost at this late stage, 
neither of us could decipher the route and 
with the ever pressing damp, lack of 
sleep, and continuous rain I was 
beginning not to care. We rode around 
aimlessly for a while and the awaited 
miracle was Steve’s local knowledge and 
his well-timed memory. Finally, stumbling 
upon the Drumbridges Roundabout, we 
were found at last and back on the route 
card. 
 
Arriving at the start of Slippery Sam the 
tea was making its presence known, so 
we paused while I nipped round the 
corner. Returning and putting myself 
together I noticed a familiar car had drawn 
up. Can you get excluded for being caught 
by the club president? I felt it best to offer 
a wave rather than a handshake, and set 
off up the section including restart. Quite 
tricky is Slippery Sam; tight rocky corners, 
choose your line wisely young man. After 
the required drenching in red mud, we set 
course for the Trecarn. 
 
The day was not over yet though, for en-
route we stopped to inflate tyres, fill up 
with fuel and clean the bikes for our return 
journey. All set for the next day, we 

zoomed off.  After half a mile my trusty DR 
said “I don’t mind the red mud, but that jet 
wash just gets right into my essential bits” 
and cut out dead. The crushing defeat of 
my own stupidity – a hosepipe is all you 
should ever use! 20 minutes later we 
sipped a pint in the welcome surroundings 
of the Trecarn.  Muddy, wet, worn out and 
absolutely elated. 
 
Thank you MCC for my favourite trial. 
 
Why favourite?   
 
The event is of course essential. What the 
Exeter has is the social element. At the 
Edinburgh we have fantastic Buxton, but 
we still have to ride from the finish to the 
town. People disperse and some of the 
heart of the event leaves with them. The 
Lands End is more difficult as not all 
competitors fit into the hotel, I can’t ride to 
the supper, so I can’t go. We end up at 
another town with a small group of friends 
– great, but not what holds a club 
together. 
 
I would never seek to criticise events, 
which show planning, organisation and 
shear effort as a form of art. I wish to 
merely observe my feelings as a newish 
but regular MCC competitor. Perhaps we 
should all wear a badge with our number 
on it? The banter of the club supper is 
what completes the event, bringing 
competitors, officials, organisers and 
marshals together in one happy throng - 
perhaps the catalyst of our MCC. 

Exeter Trial 2007 
by Brian Clutterbuck 

 

T he thought of driving through the 
night in the middle of winter over 
un-metalled roads is probably 
abhorrent to most modern drivers/

riders. However, generations of entrants 
can’t all be wrong. Man and machine 
against each other and the elements, 
brings out the competitive spirit in all of us. 

It’s also, pound for pound, by far the most 
affordable form of motor competition. 
Competition and affordability, if the truth 
were told, are the two reasons why both 
Morgan Three Wheelers were in the line 
up for the Exeter. In their heyday, Morgan 
Motors delighted in the publicity given to 
their cars by competing in trials. Numer-
ous gold medals helped sales though one 
cannot believe that conditions were as 
daunting as today. Tractors and 4x4s on 
green lanes do tend to leave two deep 
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ruts and a hump in the middle. Not good 
for a three tracked vehicle. 
 
Every trial is memorable for a variety of 
reasons and for us this year’s MCC Exeter 
was no exception. In addition to celebrat-
ing my 65th birthday it was also the first 
time out for the 1933 Morgan 3-Wheeler 
since rebuilding to trials specification. 
 
Both driver and navigator stood up to the 
test and the car performed admirably as 
well, (a total combined age of 204 years!). 
The weather didn’t fail us either and 
though warm, for the time of year, there 
were occasions when a near drowning 
experience prevailed and by Exeter we 
were well and truly shot blasted.  Due to a 
failed alternator and some poor navigation 
(they don’t always have odometers on 
Morgans) we arrived for the breakfast 
break some one and half hours late. 
Queuing at a couple of hills was probably 
inevitable and this added to the time de-
lays (we were number 556 out of an entry 
of 557) 
 
Suitably refreshed, though still wet but 
now in daylight, we headed for the finish. 

A few obstacles still to face including 
Fingle Bridge where you know there will 
be a big turnout of spectators including all 
those Morgan 3-Wheeler Club members. 
Climbing beautifully, cameras clicking, 
applause from the crowd but eventually, 
short of the top, we came to a halt. Amaz-
ingly your friends suddenly appear to pho-
tograph the scene! Oh well, we tried it and 
it was our only failure. 
 
Still 1 1/2 hours late at the finish we sign 
off and get cleaned up at the hotel in read-
iness for the club supper.  Old friends to 
meet up with and new acquaintances to 
make and of course reliving the trial.   
 
And of the other 3 wheeler? For some 
inexplicable reason it wanted to increase 
its length resulting in gear selection and 
transmission problems. Wives to the res-
cue and both car and occupants were 
trailered to the finish at Babbacombe to 
enjoy the supper with the rest of us. 
 
Excellent organisation, marvelous mar-
shals and 100% fun. 
 
 

79th Exeter Trial – 6th January 
2007 

by John Barnes 
 

T he 2007 Exeter Trial was the fifth 
Exeter my wife and I have suc-
cessfully completed in our 1988 
Citroen 2CV, however for us 

there were some notable differences from 
previous events this January. Firstly our 
start time from Cirencester, at 00.21, was 
our latest ever. This meant that we were 
less than 20 cars from the end of the trial 
and significantly increased the pressure 
we felt in our relatively slow car. Secondly, 
our late start time meant that after leaving 
Cirencester we didn’t see another compet-
itor until we reached Haynes - where scru-

tineering was drawing to a close. It also 
meant that, with one or two exceptions 
(mainly at sections), we rarely saw any 
other competitors throughout the day ei-
ther. Thirdly, being near the end of the 
trial, we encountered even rougher sec-
tions than normal on an Exeter – presum-
ably because earlier competitors had 
struggled in places to climb through the 
often-deep mud. 
 
However there were also some positives. 
Being near the end of the trial meant there 
were virtually no queues for breakfast at 
Haynes or Exeter, that at many of the sec-
tions there was absolutely no waiting and, 
with only four cars behind us (including 
the course closing car) the escape route 
out of Wooston Steep - against the flow of 
traffic - was not a problem!! 
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The trial itself for us was relatively 
straightforward. The weather at Cirences-
ter, and for the run down to Haynes, was 
pleasantly dry and relatively warm, and 
the roads were virtually empty (particularly 
welcome doubtless to Arron Homewood 
for testing the performance improvements 
gained by replacing the twin carburettors 
on his Skoda Estelle with a single Weber 
at Cirencester). 
 
After an hour and a half rest stop at 
Haynes we were allowed to leave just 
before 05.00, to the sound of the early 
dawn chorus. Then, following a short run 
to Meerhay - where we encountered very 
low cloud which made it difficult to find the 
entrance to the section - we had to wait 
more than an hour.  
 
Meerhay was extremely rough and muddy 
and apparently had been the cause of a 
significant number of ‘0’ class failures - the 
effect of which it seems had rippled 
through the entire trial and caused our 
long wait at our first section. 
 
So it was that we were about half an hour 
behind our scheduled time at Gatcombe 
Lane, which wasn’t too bad at all, and just 
about back on schedule when we reached 
Bovey Woods to attempt Clinton. After 
wading through deep mud and enormous 
ruts through Bovey Woods (which saw the 
front bumper of the 2CV disappearing 
under water at times) in order to reach the 
section our attempt at Clinton resulted in 
ignominious failure. 
 
Only when we had retraced our tracks 
through the mud to the tarmac road did we 
discover however that we had a complete-
ly flat nearside front tyre (and about 2 
inches of mud slopping about inside the 
car). The time it took to change the wheel 
in the pouring rain saw almost all of the 
cars behind us in the trial overtake us - 
and left me soaking wet. Consequently we 
were very conscious of being only slightly 
ahead of the course-closing car as we set 

off for Waterloo – which in the previous 4 
years we had never conquered. Well 2007 
wasn’t any different, another failure, but 
unlike Mark Worsfold in his Liege Special 
we didn’t require the ministrations of a 
dentist to fix broken teeth in our diff before 
motoring on towards Plyford. 
 
Plyford itself proved to be a long section 
with plenty of grip - even for a 2CV – and 
was no problem, nor was Stretes Special 
Test, which was successfully, negotiated 
en-route to Higher Rill. 
 
At Higher Rill, when we arrived, we found 
an extra marshal on duty in the form of a 
Marlin driver filling in time until recovery 
crews could get in to tow his car up the 
bank from where he had parked it – about 
20 feet down from the track.  
 
With another clear under our belts we set 
off for Bulverton Steep, which we reached 
about 30 minutes behind our scheduled 
time. After another enforced wait of more 
than 30 minutes we tackled the section 
with such gusto that my wife very nearly 
concussed herself by banging her head 
against the seat belt fixing on the door 
pillar. The further delay at Bulverton, 
which we also cleared, meant that we 
arrived at Exeter services at 11.05 - al-
most 1 hour after our scheduled time - 
very tired and more than ready for a wel-
come break (or should that be Moto 
break?). 
 
After leaving Exeter services at 12.10 we 
made up some lost time on the run to Till-
erton, arriving only 6 minutes after our 
scheduled time. Tillerton was very rough 
and deeply rutted but the 2CV climbed 
well – despite the fact that when we got to 
the top we discovered that once again we 
had climbed a section with the handbrake 
on (really must implement a pre-section 
cockpit drill!!). 
 
We arrived at Fingle Bridge in mizzling 
rain and, with no diff test in sight, proceed-
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ed to climb the long, step Fingle Hill sec-
tion with its numerous hairpins, at a rea-
sonable speed for another clear.  
 
After the long, steep descent to Wooston 
Steep (where we found the Austin Seven 
of John Green retired by the start line) we 
failed to get sufficient grip on the section 
to get much past the restart box and had 
to return to the start line, where we met 
the course-closing car - no pressure there 
then!!! Following a short break, two mince 
pies and a glass of water each at Islington 
Parish Hall it was on to Simms for the 
statutory wait in the queue for the section. 
 
By now the rain had stopped, which didn’t 
really help us as we still only managed to 
get under half way up the section before 
losing all forward momentum and sliding 
backwards down the hill with our front 
wheels still merrily turning. 
 
We arrived at the (unmanned) holding 
control for Tipley exactly on schedule at 
15.54 and sat waiting in the lane for our 
turn to drive the 50 yards along the road to 

the start of the section. After about an 
hour and a quarter wait, with darkness 
rapidly falling and no sign whatsoever of 
our turn on Tipley Hill arriving we decided 
to bypass the section and go straight to 
Slippery Sam - which we found in total 
darkness and apparently devoid of mar-
shals. Whilst we were deflating our tyres 
the marshals appeared from wherever 
they had been sheltering and we were off 
to clear the rollercoaster that is Slippery 
Sam. 
 
A quiet run into the Trecarne to collect our 
finisher’s certificates completed the trial 
for us at about 18.20 and not even the 
cold shower (the boiler serving our wing of 
the hotel mysteriously having failed) or the 
disappointing meal at the club super were 
able to seriously impact on our enjoyment 
of the 79th Exeter. 

John on the exit from Fingle 
 

(Photo by Charlie Wooding) 
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Fell Siders versus rhe Clee’s 
Hills 

By Myke Pocock 
 
 

F or entrants from Fell Side Auto 
Club, this year’s Clee Hills Trial 
was a story of contrasts. I 
originally thought that three of us 

had entered until the entry list arrived 
showing that Tony Branson was a 
competitor, this time however as bouncer 
as son Hal was to occupy the pilot’s seat 
on what I understand was his very first 
classic trial.  

 
Martin and Irene Willis, our Club Secretary 
and Competition Secretary, were 
competing on their first trial since the 
Exeter where they failed to start due to an 
annoyingly simple but secretive electrical 
fault. Chris and Diane Veevers, Club 
Equipment Officer and Treasurer were 
campaigning Chris’ self built Beetle, now 
with 1300cc power out of his original 
Beetle in place of its original 1600 lump. 
Baldrick, my Estelle, had required little 
fettling since its last outing on the 

Edinburgh apart from replacement front 
shockers. I had discounted a very 
occasional rubbing noise from the rear 
end, which proved to be costly. 
 
We all stayed at a farm some 11 miles 
from Craven Arms, the evening meal 
proving to be absolutely superb. There 
was a choice from 7 or 8 main meals and 
6 sweets, bottle of wine (which turned into 
2) and coffee to finish at £10 per head. 
We are understandably keeping the 
address secret for next year. Scrutineering 
and signing on were completed easily with 
just a couple of minor adjustments to the 
route book. There was time for a brief chat 
to Alastair Queen who campaigns a Rapid 
and to meet in person Arron Homewood, 
who I only knew through the Skoda 
Forum. He turned out to be extremely 
useful and helpful later on in the day. 
 
The first competition of the day was to be 
the Ratlinghope Special Test that was a 
simple A to B sprint. We had worryingly 
lost Martin on the steep climb up from 
Church Stretton onto The Burway but 
reasoned that he would catch us up soon. 
What terrific scenery. An incentive to 
holiday in the area.  
 
There was then a short drive to our first 
competitive section, Phil’s Folly, which 
involved a deviation into a grassy field to 
gain the start of the section. Seeing Chris 
having traction problems in the field I 
entered with caution, only to do a graceful 
180-degree pirouette that would have 
scored a reasonable 9 on Strictly Come 
Dancing! Chris then had problems gaining 
the start line but found a bit more from the 
‘off’ and stormed up the section. We got to 
the start with less hassle, gave it plenty off 
the start line and gradually got traction 
that meant that I needed to slacken off 
about three quarters of the way up as we 
almost headed for the scenery. Perhaps 
this was a practice for my undesired 
performance later in the day?  
 

Hal & Tony at 
the start 
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Clee Hills 
Trial 
 
Longville 
 
 
Dudley Sterry 
and Brian 
Osborn, class 
8 MG J2 
 
 
(Photo by 
David Price) 

 
 
 
Gillian Hayward, 
MGB GT, class 5 
winner 
 
 
 
(Photo by Martin 
Price) 

 
 
Emma 
Robilliard, class 
4 winner, VW 
Beetle 
 
 
 
(Photo by Martin 
Price) 
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It was then on to Gatten’s Gamble, a 
section I had scored poorly on in 2004 due 
to low ground clearance and lack of 
experience. (Note: the pathetic excuses 
creeping in to this report in a lame attempt 
to justify crap driving!!!)  This year all was 
well taking care however of the farmer’s 
excavations across the track, which was 
warned both by the marshal and a sign by 
the section side as it started to level out. 
The scenery on the drive down from the 
summit of the section was spectacular. 
Martin was still nowhere to be seen 
causing us all some concern now about 
possible problems. I was aware of some 
intermittent rubbing sounds that I had 
detected occasionally in the past but could 
never see any areas of bodywork that 
were polished so reasoned it was simply 
muck and stuff building up in the wheel 
arch and rubbing on the tyre. Running 14” 
wheels means that the tyres are nearer 
the bodywork anyway. 
 The next section, Allez ‘Oop, had a 
pressure limit of 15psi so that is what I 
decided to run with. The start is fairly 
steep with a loose, fine gravel surface 
before a right hand bend and long run up 
to the section end. I got round the corner 
but was starting to run out of puff, 
probably with too much traction, so had to 
drop the clutch on three occasions to build 
up revs and traction to storm up the 
section thereafter. We reached the section 
end with that delicate aroma that comes 
from a cooked clutch. Had we stopped I 
wondered? I thought not but was not sure 
what the marshal would think until the 
results showed we had cleaned it. A chat 
with Arron later indicated he had run with 
18psi. On this occasion perhaps some 
wheelspin would have been desirable by 
running even higher, possibly road 
pressures, but this is all part of the 
learning process so that one was mentally 
shelved in the grey matter. 
 
Once again the scenery was delightful as 
we drove down into the woods for the next 
group of three sections. Prior’s Holt 3, with 

Michael Leete officiating and introducing 
himself to me. I proved that my initial 
assessment of the section was correct, I 
would fail the Restart. Nice to be in good 
company as all but 2 in class 4 did the 
same. Good fun trying though. We failed 
to read the route book correctly and 
approached the next section, Priors Holt 
2, from the wrong direction. The marshal 
was gracious in his lack of criticism of this 
mistake. This one had a wicked 120-
degree or so left-hand bend not far from 
the section start. Chris negotiated it with 
little trouble, going on to clean the section. 
Getting out after the section end was 
somewhat harder requiring Chris to push 
and Diane to drive until traction was 
gained and he then had to ride shotgun on 
the spare wheel in case traction was lost 
again.  I decided that a bit of aggression 
was required on the bend to keep up 
momentum. However Baldrick had other 
ideas! As the left rear wheel dropped into 
the hole on the bend, this was a bit too 
much for the drive shaft and it came away 
on the inboard end leaving me, 
understandably, with no drive. The in-car 
video sound shows me going through 
various ideas after I had initially 
announced the lack of drive. Clutch and 
diff failure were what I came up with and 
then informed my Boss that we were out 
of the competition. Strangely enough I 
didn’t use one swear word. However a 
push back to the section start revealed the 
real reason for the problem and 20 
minutes later with help from Chris a 
replacement shaft was fitted.  
 
Deep depression turned to elation and it 
was onward to tackle Priors Holt 1. I had 
to work the engine hard to get to a score 
of 9, understandably pleased to be 
competing again. As we pumped tyres up 
Diane reasoned that Martin and Irene 
were definitely in trouble, as they should 
have caught us up by now with my 20-
minute drive shaft delay. A text message 
finally managed to get through confirming 
their withdrawal after Allez ’Oop. 
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Our next section, Round Oak is, I suspect, 
on many peoples top ten list of favourite 
sections. With my limited experience it 
would certainly make mine. Such a shame 
then, to read in the route book, that this 
year may well be the last that it saw a 
trials car. We conferred at the start and 
both decided to run with 8psi the lowest I 
have ever used. Chris came to a halt at 
the left-hand bend and we followed, 
maintaining enough speed to get through 
the thick mud but taking care of the ditch 
on the right as warned at the start. As we 
came to the bend I felt we were going to 
make it with ease, only to come to a halt 
within less than a car’s length of the 7 
board. Chris had made it further to score 
6. I suspect we had simply bottomed out 
on the floor. A quick and very efficient tow 
behind an awesome looking yellow V8 
Landy got us to the section end. These 
boys had the job cracked. Well done.  
 
Flounder’s Folly, presumably named after 
the tower on the hill visible on the way to 
the section, was a virtually straight drag 
up through trees after a sharp left shortly 
after the start. The word in the car park at 
the start was of a greasy surface so 8psi it 
was again. With plenty of speed off the 
tarmac surface in the car park we made 
the left hand with ease and got traction 
then spun to a halt at the 10 marker. 
Would a different pressure have improved 
matters? I think not. The Harton Wood 
special test followed shortly after and I 
watched Chris get some wheelspin off the 
line so decided to go for 15psi on this one 
based now on my experiences from earlier 
on in the day. I needed to play with the 
throttle to get traction and was reasonably 
satisfied with what I had done until I saw 
that it had been completed 10 seconds 
quicker by Dave Sargeant in class 4. 
Mmmmm.  
 
I knew Section 11, Longville, from my first 
Clee effort when it was run as a special 
test. I reckon special tests should be 
achievable by all and that year it certainly 

wasn’t but thought at the time it would 
make a good section. I had an idea where 
the restart box would be but was surprised 
that when the first restart boards came 
into view, a second set was miles away. 
Reasoning that it was RR lines as 
opposed to a box I looked out for class 
markers on the post, saw none so made 
for the second line. Wrong. Allegedly they 
ran out of marker discs for the post. 
Predictably I failed the restart but made it 
out by running well back. Based on that I 
may well have made the restart. Easy to 
say though isn’t it! The final instructions 
had said that most restarts would be of the 
box type so maybe not all my fault.  
 
Easthope 2 was very short, very steep 
within a few feet of the start line, had a 
very wicked left hand bend after a few feet 
and was greasy. Once more, Chris went 
first and scored a 7. I gave it everything, 
no finesse here, and scored a 6 with 
nothing else possible. I had achieved little 
on Easthope 1 in 04 so was looking, and 
expected, a drastic improvement. Drastic 
yes, improvement definitely no. Everyone 
else got good traction off the line and 
sailed on up the section. Me? Good 
traction initially and then I 
comprehensively demolished the 10 
marker which was achieved by jumping 
out of the tracks and ending up half way 
off the section. What a pillock! Little 
traction was achievable fore and back as 
the wheels were almost off the ground so 
manpower it was. Eventually it was all too 
much for a drive shaft and this time the off 
side one decided to retire from active 
service. At this stage Dave Miller pulled up 
in his Escort and commented “That’s a 
hell of a place to park, Myke”. Perhaps the 
sentiment was reflected secretly by all the 
waiting competitors.  An attempted tow out 
by the Suzuki Vitara (many thanks 
Norman) only saw me up against a tree 
stump so it was the combined efforts of 
marshals, competitors and a handy fence 
post that finally saw Baldrick back on the 
track and pushed into a safe area for 
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another drive shaft repair, once again with 
help from Chris. Getting used to this now. 
 
Running on the road to the last two 
sections revealed that all was certainly not 
well within the rear suspension 
department with a persistent rubbing noise 
coming from the nether regions. That was 
certainly not going to put me off, however, 
at this late stage. Any form of class 
honours was extremely unlikely at the best 
of times but I was only looking for a 
Finishers Certificate now. We entered the 
forest road and drove straight past the end 
of Harley Bank, with no one in sight, which 
we subsequently learned, had been 
cancelled.  
 
The last section therefore was The Jenny 
Wind, an old winching incline and one I 
had also done in 04. If you wish to know 
what it is like further up the section, ask 
Chris or many others competing on the 
day. Me? I have no idea, getting nowhere 
in 04 and even worse in 07 as the offside 
drive shaft decided enough was enough 
and capitulated within inches of the start 
line. At this stage I thought we were out 
with one section to go but Diane informed 
me that we had, in fact, completed all 
sections for the day. Chris offered a tow to 
Craven Arms but Arron Homewood’s 
gracious offer of his 
spare drive shaft was 
accepted allowing us to 
arrive back at the finish 
venue under power. 
Whilst we undertook the 
shaft change, 
entertainment was 
provided by the Escort 
boys, Andrew, Dave 
and Simon giving it 
absolute welly off the 
start line. 
 
Altogether an eventful, 
entertaining, frustrating 
and educational trial for 
me. The black art of tyre 

pressure selection became a little less 
mysterious. The helpfulness and 
friendliness of competitors and marshals 
was reinforced. There were rarely more 
than 5 competitors waiting to tackle a 
section meaning that the organisers have 
got it just right with the twin loop idea. Our 
performance on the day was certainly 
better than 04 apart from the ‘off’ and 
drive shaft problems; it was just that our 
position was the same, last. An incentive, 
therefore, to return. 
 
As for the other Fell Siders? Martin and 
Irene were forced out through an irritating 
misfire, which only manifested itself on an 
incline, not the best of problems to have 
on a classic trial unfortunately. This has 
been subsequently traced to a loose inlet/
exhaust manifold. Chris had a good and 
problem free trial. Thank God for that as 
he had enough to do looking after me. Our 
problem has been identified as the radius 
arms gradually moving on the trailing arms 
over time effectively meaning that the 
drive shafts had a greater distance to work 
through. Or not on three occasions!!! Hal 
also finished his first classic trial and is 
reportedly interested in looking for a 
Beetle. Why not try a Skoda? I can tell you 
all you want to know about their drive 
shafts!         

Hal & Tony Branson, start of the Jenny Wind 
(Photo: Pat Toulmin) 
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The Clee Hills Trial 2007 
By Bill Bennett 

 

H aving got over the Exeter trial it 
was time to do the necessary 
fettling to prepare the J2 for the 
Clee Hills Trial. That completed 

Liz and I left for Shropshire just after lunch 
on the Saturday, getting our tyre bottles 
filled by Steve Holder at Cheltenham, on 
the way. We met up with some trialling 
friends in the evening and had a very 
enjoyable meal in good company. 
 
We were staying only five minutes from 
Craven Arms so were able to make the 
short journey and get unloaded in plenty of 
time to get through scrutineering and sign 
on before going to the local café near the 
supermarket for a bacon roll and coffee. 
 
The Clee Hills trial is unique in the way it’s 
run with classes 8, 7 & 6 doing one loop 
and the other classes another, then when 
this is completed competitors return to 
Craven Arms and then start the other loop. 
At the end of the day everybody has done 
all the sections and there have been no 
big hold-ups because each section is only 
having to cope with half of the field at any 
one time. 
 
Our start time was 08.59 hrs and at this 
time we headed for our first task 
Ratlinghope Special Test. This test 
started just over a stream and was a 
straight forward ‘start on line A and stop 
astride line B’. We completed the test to 
the lament of an unhappy lamb up in the 
wood behind us, who didn’t seem to 
appreciate our company. 
 
On to our second task, Phil’s Folly. It was 
quite difficult getting to the start of this 
section because of a wet slippery grass 
field and a bit of a bank on entering the 
section, but the section itself ‘mud over 
stony track, straight climb’, was not too 
much of a problem. Classes 6,7 & 8 had 
amore difficult start with a tight slippery 
bend at the beginning. Just a short 

distance from this section, avoiding the 
tank and other pieces of military 
equipment, brought us to Gatton’s 
Gamble. Described as ‘slippery start and 
slippery finish, this is quite a long section 
with a deep trench about half way up 
temporarily filled with fencing posts, (well 
almost filled with posts). Anybody ignoring 
the caution sign would probably have 
been launched into space! I found the start 
as hard as I’ve known it but with the aid of 
plenty of momentum, the slippery finish 
was overcome quite easily. The section 
only claimed one victim apart from class 0. 
 
After approx. eight miles we arrived at 
Alez ‘Oop apart from the loose start, this 
is a very straight forward section but well 
worth doing to get the views from the top. 
An added attraction for us were two or 
three gliders who seemed to be having a 
contest to see who could fly nearest to the 
ground at the top of the hill. After this 
section we went a couple of miles on 
tracks across the top of the hills to Priors 
Holt 3. This was described as a ‘big yump 
by restart followed by steep climb’. This 
short section was the first section to make 
much impact on the field with 14 cars of 
our circuit failing. A short distance away 
was Priors Holt 2, described as ‘Mud and 
stony undulating surface, almost straight 
climb. Classes 1, 2 & 0 all had a much 
more favourable start missing out the 
sharp, steep left bend that all other 
classes had to cope with. For us it was a 
quite straight forward climb but I did fell 
sorry for a Morgan running in class 0 who 
having failed the hill bent his back wing 
quite badly trying to reverse back over the 
deep trench at the start. I would think the 
trial was very difficult for class 0. 
 
After cleaning Priors Holt 2 it was a trip 
round and back down past the start to 
Priors Holt 1. This section was ‘stony 
surface, gentle right bend and steepens’ 
To get to the start you crossed another 
trench filled with small logs to a holding 
area allowing cars returning to pass, then 
up a steepish climb to the start. The gentle 
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right bend was enough to stop you 
carrying much speed into the hill, which 
was quite rough, steep and slippery. We 
managed a score of 7, which didn’t go 
down too well with me having just watched 
the big Wolsley Hornet of Adrian Dommett 
climb out of the top! I think my school 
report on this hill would have said ‘could 
have done better!’ 
 
According to the route card it was eight 
miles to the next section Round Oak, but I 
think these must have been Shropshire 
miles because it didn’t seem that far. This 
section was in true form with very deep 
ruts and pretty rough. For those of you 
who have not driven this section, it’s 
almost flat for most of its length but it can 
certainly stop cars! I made the 
unforgivable mistake of letting my tyres 
down too far and sacrificing too much 
ground clearance, but I paid the price and 
only achieved a 6. 
 
This was our last section of the first loop 
so it was then back to Craven Arms to 
start our second loop. Our first section of 
the second half was Flounders Folly. 
This started in a forestry car park, through 
a gate and over a slippery bank to an 
even slipperier muddy climb in a wood. 
We managed to miss the tree stump the 
kind marshal pointed out but didn’t get 
much further. Next was Harton Wood 
Special Test. On the drop of the flag, one 
left line A and put all wheels over line B, 
reverse to put all wheels back behind line 
B, then drive to stop astride line C, but the 
very slippery surface produced some quite 
slow times. 
 
6 miles took us to Longville where I 
asked the start marshal Carlie Hart if I 
could let my tyres down a bit more as I 
thought I could remember the top of this 
section as being quite slippery. As it was, I 
needn’t have bothered, the section being 
reasonably straightforward. Next came 
Easthope 2, which was a short steep 
section with a very sharp left hand bend. 
All I could think to do was to throw the car 

at the section as hard as I could and see 
what happens. I was rewarded with a 3. 
We then went back to Easthope 1. I 
remember this section from a couple of 
years ago when Brian Osborn gave the 
rear offside wing of his MGB a good 
thump against the poor little tree growing 
by the side of the section. The trouble was 
the camber threw anyone attacking the 
section in the direction of the tree. I 
believe Brian wasn’t the only person to 
have a coming together with the infamous 
tree and guess what, when we came to 
this section last year, the tree had gone! 
This year we managed a 6 on a section 
that was in good form and taking points off 
most of the field. 
 
This should have left us with two sections 
to do but when we got to the start of 
Harley Bank, the marshal had just posted 
a notice to say the section had been 
cancelled due to an earlier competitor 
getting well and truly stuck causing the 
loss of a lot of time. This left us with 
Jenny Wind, an old winch cable railway 
incline. From the bottom of the section it 
didn’t look too bad but not far into the 
section, grip became rather scarce. We 
managed to scrabble up to a 7 where with 
many engine revs and much wheel spin 
we started going backwards at quite an 
alarming rate. I made a right horlicks of 
backing down the section and was very 
grateful to those who helped us out. It was 
much more than the five miles stated in 
the route card back to the finish. 
 
I always enjoy the Clee Hills trial but apart 
from one car it is quite a hard trial for class 
2. I do like the descriptions of the sections 
in the route card and being given the 
distance from one section to the next, 
although I think Shropshire miles are quite 
different to Gloucestershire miles. The 
double loop system does seem to work 
very well for the competitors, do any 
marshals have a comment? 
 
Thanks to the organisers and marshals for 
allowing us a good days sport. 
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My Clee Hills Trial 2007 
by Dave Miller 

  

F or this year’s Clee, we stayed the 
previous night at 'The Travellers 
Rest' some 2 miles from the start 
venue. This place has a huge car 

park and would have made a better start 
than the one we used. The food was only 
mediocre though, but the beer was first 
class. This did result in injury though, 
when in our dark bedroom with half a 
dozen pints of 'Shropshire Lad' on board, l 
failed to negotiate a 6-foot doorway with 
my 6 foot 3 head height. lt hurt at the time 
but with the anaesthetic that l had drunk l 
soon forgot about it! 
 
Anyway, to the event. The start venue car 
park seemed like total chaos, it just wasn't 
big enough. Having said that, everyone 
got away OK. The Clee’s 2 route system 
works well also. I drive an Escort in class 
3, my class competitors were, 'Groover' 
Groves, Nigel Green and 'Sticker' Martin 
in Escorts, and Nigel Scotford in a 2.3 
Volvo. 
 
Unfortunately Sticker was just getting over 
'man flu', which is obviously much worse 
than mere 'bird flu', but was apparently on 
the mend. 'Arnie' Martin stepped in and 
brought Stickers Escort out, so we had a 
full class of hooligans. (myself excepted 
as l am a pipe and slippers man) 
 
Off to section 1 RATLINGHOPE SPL 
TEST. A very simple A to B test that called 
for no heroics. Section 2 PHILS FOLLY. 
acually getting to this section was much 
more difficult than the section, a simple 
muddy lane. This lead to a farm yard from 
where section 3 started. 
 
Section 3 GATTENS GAMBLE.  Now 
then, because class 0 didn't do section 2, 
staying in front of them was proving 
difficult. Bear in mind MAC’s ruling '' drop 
10 places = drop 10 points'' l didn't want 
them getting past me. The section itself 

was easy enough despite a 15psi limit, 
which was probably the ideal pressure 
anyway.  
 
Section 4. ALLEZ 'OOP. At the bottom of 
this one we found Martin Willis with a sick 
Beetle. He eventually retired. I would 
blame the vendor Martin! The section is 
dead easy, but the views from the top are 
spectacular and worth the ride up. The 
entire squadron of Escorts were together 
across the moor top, great fun. 
 
Section 5 PRIORS HOLT 3 was where the 
trial started to be a trial, not a Sunday 
drive. We met Emma and Jon Robilliard 
here, and Emma gave me another 'Festive 
Trialling Safety Hat'. l wished l'd been 
wearing it the previous night. lf you need a 
hat, l have a spare, and Emma has an 
unlimited supply. This section had more 
restart lines than you could shake a stick 
at. Nigel Green was unlucky to be 
penalised here, the 'R' boards were on the 
right side, and unmarked poles on the left, 
denoted the top line of a box. Nigel made 
a spectacular escape, but was judged to 
have not been in the restart box. Arnie 
cleaned it, Groover and myself didn't. 
 
Section 6 PRIORS HOLT 2. An acute cut 
back to the left lead onto an easy section. 
lt was actually much harder after the 
section ended getting to the next section, 
than section 6 had been. 
 
Section 7 PRIORS HOLT 1. From the 
start, not much could be seen apart from 
the muddy track going up and to the right. 
Groover let fly at this one, and flew off the 
track before the 12 marker. He was 
fortunate not to drop off the edge his 
Escort was perched on. lt could have been 
nasty, but turned out nice again. We lifted 
the car back onto the track and away he 
went, moaning that we had all seen the 
section. There is no pleasing some people 
is there? Arnie had a good climb here, and 
l was pleased to get a 4. Emma Robilliard 
apparently went clean with her class 4 
Beetle. Watch and learn chaps. 
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We had difficulty with the route here as we 
had come back down the section, nothing 
made much sense, but after a little off 
piste, we arrived at section 8. Section 8 
ROUND OAK. This for me is the worst 
section on the trial as it is nothing more 
than a ground clearance test. Not 
technically difficult. A level track leading to 
a deeply rutted corner. A simple 6 point 
penalty for anyone using a live axle and 
13inch wheels. It should be repaired, or 
not used. 
 
Section 9 FLOUNDERS FOLLY was a 
new section with mud, trees, roots and a 
little gradiant too. I was too optimistic with 
my tyre pressures here and scored a 
massive 9. Good climbs by Groover and 
Arnie here. 
 
Section 10 HARTON WOOD SPL TEST. 
Again too high with my tyres, l was 
struggling before l reached the 'B' line. 
Over B, then back over B, I attempted to 
head for the C line. l was soon at full revs 
and smokin'. lnching forwards, something 
caught my eye on the bank beside me. lt 
was a snail overtaking me. Maz and l were 
both bouncing like mad and everything 
disappeared into the tyre smoke. Progress 
was painfully slow, but eventually we got 
to line C where we stopped to look for a 
marshal. The snail was already there, 
though in my defence, it was out of breath, 
and it looked quite athletic too! l didn't 
record my time, but made a mental note 
that l had arrived at line C, on the same 
date that l left line A. 
 
Section 11 LONGVILLE, I didn't remember 
this section until far too late, suffice to say, 
wrong tyre pressures and didn't know 
what l was doing. l finally got a grip of 
myself when l saw Pete Hart cringe at how 
far up the restart box l'd gone. A certain 
failure followed, but as it happened, l 
couldn't get out even with a long run 
because l'd got the tyres so wrong. lf this 
had been the last section, l would have 
gone home miserable. l was mad at 
myself. 

Section 12 EASTHOPE 2, to get to this 
section, we passed the start of Easthope 
1. There was quite a queue here, as 
'Baldrick' the Skoda had leapt from the 
section at the 12 marker, and was defying 
Myke’s cunning plans to get him back on. 
 
At EASTHOPE 2, we found a practically 
impossible short, rutted, muddy and twisty 
section. From memory, all of our class got 
a 6, apart from a brilliant effort from Arnie 
and Becey, who scored 4. 
 
Section 13 EASTHOPE 1. The queue was 
still there and Baldrick was still stuck. 
Eventually the section was cleared and we 
started to move again. l suppose we must 
have been there half an hour or so, when 
a class 0 competitor got sick of waiting 
and drove right to the front of the queue. 
Another intended to follow but l stopped 
him. The first guy was challenged by Arnie 
about his manners, and he became very 
shirty and drove off without doing the 
section at all. This is not the kind of 
behaviour we expect in our sport. 
 
Anyway, it was his loss because this was 
my favourite section of the day, a madcap 
blast up a muddy track to a left-hand bend 
at the top. l almost gave up near the 1 
marker, but Nigel Green was shouting at 
me, so l kept at it and escaped. l was 
jubilant, what a blast that was. 
 
Section 14 HARLEYBANK was 
cancelled.Section 15 JENNY WIND , a 
severe climb up into the trees with a 
seemingly impossible angle at the top. lt is 
cleanable though, l've seen it done. l was 
chuffed to get a 4 here, there didn't seem 
to be many tyre tracks much higher. Once 
you have stopped, you are just sliding 
back down with all wheels locked. It is a 
bit of a worry at the top! 
 
So, that was the Clee, had l enjoyed it and 
had l learned from it? Well the answer to 
both questions is yes, and l will certainly 
be back. 
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The 2007 Clee Hills Trial 
by Paul Royds 

 

I  had originally planned to do the trial 
with my 15 year old son Matthew as 
navigator. The Clee is my local trial 
and I thought it would be a good 

introduction to the world of trialling for  
him, especially as class 0 had a later start, 
meaning that he wouldn’t have to get up 
too early, never a strong point of his! 
Unfortunately my plans came to nought as 
the demands of GCSE course work took 
priority and he had to spend the day 
poring over his books. Grateful thanks to 
Greg Dixon-Smith who stepped into the 
hot seat at the last minute. 
 
We arrived at the Craven Arms Hotel with 
about 45 minutes to spare. Having been 
scrutineered, we signed on and had time 
to study the route over a welcome cup of 
coffee. It was also a chance to have a 
chat with some of the other competitors. 
As our start time approached we lined up 
behind Tim Cameron and Brian 
Clutterbuck in their bright yellow Morgan 
Super Sports and then we were off. I must 
just say at this juncture that the figure of 
eight route used on the Clee means that 
you do see cars heading in all sorts of 
directions during the course of the trial, so 
you must have faith in the route card and 
your navigator. 
 
Our drive to the first section Ratlinghope 
crossed the spectacular Long Mynd. I was 
thankful that the roads were ice free as I 
have driven this road on previous trials 
when icy and it’s not for the faint hearted! 
 
When we arrived at Ratlinghope the 
mileage guide from the start and to the 
finish seemed rather inaccurate because 
according to the route book we had 
already covered 51 miles, and only 27 to 
go! This was a source of amusement 
throughout the trial. 
 
 

The climb up the hill was uneventful, great 
views at the top but the descent was 
rather trickier with deep ruts causing even 
the Marlin to ground on the sump shield. 
The cars with limited ground clearance 
must have really struggled. 
 
Just a short road section to our next hill, 
Gatten’s Gamble, where there was a 
delay of perhaps 30 minutes. The 
farmyard seemed quite an interesting 
place. I’m sure nobody could miss the 
tank but did you spot the Reliant Scimitar 
or the Rolls? Whilst we were waiting for 
our ascent our friends Rob and Lynn Fitz-
Hugh came past in their Morgan 4/4. They 
had run out of ground clearance and failed 
the hill. Soon it was our turn, and as we 
lined up at the start of the section I was 
most impressed by the splendid pith 
helmet worn by the start marshal. 
 
For us the hill posed little problem, but I 
always have a feeling of déjà vu near the 
top of this hill, as it is similar in character 
to Ratlinghope. There is however a sting 
in the tail as the final few yards are quite 
slippery and steep and can catch out the 
unwary. 
 
Our decent to the road was more eventful 
than the climb. Again the track was deeply 
rutted and I tried to straddle the right hand 
rut, with one wheel on the central hump 
and the other on the verge. Greg was just 
passing the comment that I could easily 
slip into the fence when guess what 
happened! There was no damage to car 
or fence but we were stuck fast. 
Fortunately fellow competitors were at 
hand so I must really thank Keith and Sue 
Hill in the Singer, and Colin Biles and 
Richard Cooper, MG Midget for helping 
me back on track. 
 
The gliders were circling above us (we 
counted 5) as we made our way to Allez 
‘Oop. When we arrived at the section I 
parked at the side of the road and stopped 
the engine. This as it turned out wasn’t a 
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particularly smart move as the engine 
refused to start again. (I have a problem 
with fuel vaporisation if the engine is very 
warm). So I waved Keith to go before me. 
Unfortunately his engine bogged down 
just after the start and he failed the hill. I 
did feel a bit guilty as by now my engine 
had been coaxed into life and we made a 
clean climb. The main problem was the 
sun shining directly into our eyes. The 
views at the top are breathtaking and the 
drive along the ridge is one of the 
highlights of the day. 
 
Our next section was about a mile from 
Allez ‘Oop and was named Priors Holt 
2.This was a reasonably straight but 
bumpy climb which proved to be a lot 
easier than the exit route. When we 
reached the top there was much arm 
waving to try and encourage us to keep 
our momentum up. Unfortunately the 
escape route wasn’t immediately obvious 
as the direction arrow had fallen onto the 
ground and we slowed too much to get up 
the track. Still we were in good company 
as there were several other cars waiting to 
descend the section 
 
Following that was Flounders Folly, which 
according to our route card was a mere 3 
miles from the start! This was a sub-
divided section, which I must admit looked 
easier than it proved to be. Perhaps this 
was partly due to the heavy rain/snow that 
we had just endured. Anyway I should 
have let the tyres down more, we got a 
disappointing 10. 
 
On now to Harton Wood special test. This 
again was deceptively difficult but we 
managed to complete the test with much 
wheel spin in what can only be described 
as a leisurely pace! 
 
Longville was our next challenge. This is a 
lovely classic trials hill but not one to 
trouble us. I’m glad I didn’t have a restart 
though! After the section we had time to 
stop for a bite to eat and have a chat with 

the marshals. Apparently we were the first 
car they had seen for about half an hour 
so they must have been getting a little 
bored waiting. A big Thank you to all of 
them. 
 
At the approach to the entrance to the 
woods in which section Easthope 1 was 
situated we again met up with Rob and 
Lynn. The entrance to the wood was 
rather awkward and they had got their 
Morgan grounded on what looked to be a 
railway sleeper. Fortunately there was a 
very nice man with a four wheel drive 
vehicle to hand who kindly pulled them 
back onto the road. They had also done 
some damage to the rear wing. I hope it 
wasn’t too severe. Easthope 1 was again 
a sub-divided hill and one of those 
sections where the car doesn’t really get 
hooked up. I spent the whole section 
thinking I was going to stop, but in the end 
did well with a 2. 
 
For us the trial was nearly over. Our next 
section was Harley Bank 1, which I made 
a complete mess of. I managed to put the 
car into the undergrowth right at the 
bottom of the section. I was to find out 
later that this section was to be cancelled 
as the Morgan 3 wheeler had got 
completely stuck. Well they must have got 
a lot further than I did! 
 
The final section for us was The Jenny 
Wind. This section, again sub-divided, is a 
fairly straight blast up an old cable way. 
The problem with going too fast is that 
tree roots can throw the car of line. We 
managed a fairly respectable 8. 
 
The drive back to Craven Arms was 
uneventful and we were soon signed off 
and having drink and a chat with Simon 
Woodall, the organiser of much of the trial, 
and fellow competitors. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank everyone 
associated with the trial for a great day’s 
trialing. A special thank you to all the 
marshals who gave their time and effort. 
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NDMC Exmoor Trial 28th 
January 2007 

by Dave Haizelden 
 

T he third round of the ACTC Trials 
Championship saw a near equal 
gathering of bikes and cars start 
from the Cedars Lodge Inn to 

complete the 13 sections and 2 special 
tests on an overcast day. One interesting 
development was that John Hartshorne a 
sponsor of last years ACTC Dinner & 
Dance had taken over the wheel of Paul 
Allaway’s Vauxhall Astra.  John who has 
experienced several years driving in the 
Le Mans endurance championship 
professed to being quite nervous at the 
start, strange for someone who’s had to 
make way for Allan Macnish and Tom 
Kristensen while racing at Le Mans, but a 
drizzly three mile run to Snappers 1 and 2 
eased the tension. With most of the field 
going clean the restart on Snapper 2 
claimed few victims. 
 
A short run to Lands End favourite, 
Riverton, provided a sterner section due to 
the weather. Being particularly rough from 
the last two corners onwards newcomer, 
Nicholas Cleal, driving a very smart green 
205GTI dropped 8 marks. John H in the 
Astra clipped a rock which damaged the 
left hand front wheel but still managed to 
get to the end of the section where a 
spectacular wheel changed complete with 
air jack was performed by the FWD All 
Stars, and yes, as the car dropped onto 
the ground we all put our hands in the air, 
but it was just to shake the mud off. 
 
After leaving Riverton the route took us 
through South Molton and back onto the 
North Devon link road, on our way to the 
Tordown special test, where the green 
Golf blitzed the field by being 2 seconds 
quicker than anyone else.  The route took 
us next to Hunstone 1 and 2 which 
provided a few surprises. After a twenty 
year trialling sabbatical Martyn Halliday 
who has been campaigning a Fiat in PCTs 

was finding what a challenge classic 
trialling could be, by struggling to get past 
the 8 marker, and even with several run 
ups could not coax the Panda up the 
section. Martyn who was close to boiling 
point was lead away by his wife Daphne 
before he and the car cooked. Next 
surprise was the crestfallen crew of the 
green Golf who reappeared after leaving 
the start on high tyre pressures, which 
produced an instant reaction in Messer 
Collins and Allaway who immediately 
reached the tyre pressure gauges to let 
more wind out. Kelly Thomas provided the 
next surprise by only reaching the 8 
marker. 
 
Next came the stopper Huntstone 2, only 
three cars made the summit, the non 
restarting Adrian Dommett and the 
restarting Harley Waters and Arnie Martin 
in class 7. Despite the fact that global 
warming has taken place, it hasn’t 
reached the back of Harleys Pop, where 
despite numerous layers of clothing Mrs 
Allaway was still shivering because Harley 
insists on driving with the windows down, 
in order to get his next fix of restart 
smoke. 
 
A very short run took us to the long queue 
for High Bray, if Giles was upset about 
getting beaten on the Clee by Emma there 
was more of the same to come on Bray 
and to make it worse Dennis has flown in 
specially to watch the Marfell motored VW 
storm the hill. Unfortunately it didn’t quite 
work out like that, the score being Emma 
0 Giles 3 and a long reverse. In class 3 
there was no stopping Sticker who along 
with Nick Farmer flew the hill. 
 
Via an alternative failure route the field 
reached Molland Woods where a new 
section Higher Molland provided some 
interesting results. John Cox in the 
Porsche took a resounding lead in class 5 
by going clean to Keith Sanders 10, other 
notable cleans Sticker Martin and Emma 
Robillard (not looking too good is it 
Giles?). It was then across the road to the 
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next three hills. First up the fearsome 
Jimmy’s with higher class restarts. In 
Class 2 Adrian and Bill continued their day 
long battle by both going clean, Emma 
blotted her copy book by dropping a 10 
whilst Mr Greenslade blasted to the top 
(looking better Giles!) In class 8 only 
Dudley found some grip and reached the 
summit, whilst in class 7 Arnie had 
another challenger in the VW powered 
Imp of Tristan White, who after an 
uncooperative clutch on the Exeter found 
grip to join Arnie at the top of Jimmy’s. 
The usual suspects found their way to the 
top but Ross Norman came ever so close 
stopping at the 1 mark. A stones throw 
away was Rods Revenge with a class 3 to 
8 restart which saw Adrian and Bill the 
only two non-restarting cars reach the 
summit whose cars must have been fitted 
with radar to find their way through the 
smoke screen laid down by Arnie and 
Tristan. The next 2 hills Beggars Roost & 
Scoresdown provide little obstacles . 

Within sight of the Stag Hunters pub was 
the final hill Floyds Bank, again Adrian 
and Bill’s battle continued to the very end 
with both of them going clean giving them 
1st and 2nd overall. In class 7 the Arnie and 
Tris battle continued with them both 
dropping 1 point and finishing 3rd and 4th 
overall. Dudley took the class 8 honours 
and 5th overall despite Ross Norman 
being one of only four cleans on the final 
hill. Keith Sanders took a fine win in class 
5 over the competitive John Cox, in 6th 
place overall Sticker had a considerable 
advantage over Ken Bassatt to take class 
3.  Emma R aided by mother Sharon and 
filmed by father John wrapped up class 4 
again. In the FWDs Dave and Aaron 
regained lost ground on Mike C and 
cleaned the final section whilst Mike 
mowed down the 2 marker. John 
Hartshorne rounded off an excellent debut 
with a 3rd in class and the Astra still in one 
piece. 

The 2007 Exmoor Trial 
by Emma Robilliard 

 
 

U p at quarter past six to leave at 
7 to meet Tubby and Kelly at 
Longstone then collecting the 
Tonkins and Rippons the other 

side of Camelford. We all set off in convoy 
to Barnstaple. After unloading the cars it 
was off to scrutineering this didn’t take 
long as there were two cars being 
scrutineered at the same time. Off to 
Cedars Inn to sign on and a bacon bap for 
breakfast. It wasn’t long before we were 
queuing up to start. 
 
The first section was Snapper 1, quite a 
nice section to drive and good to get the 
first one over and done with. Snapper two 
next where the first car we watched 
attempt this section was Sticker in his 
escort, lots of tyre smoke as he pulled 
away from the restart, a lot of bouncing 

from Karl got Hans off the restart. Pete 
Barr next lost in a cloud of tyre smoke 
decides to climb the hedge instead as he 
must of thought the section was too easy!! 
Smoke clears eventually and Pete can 
see where he’s supposed to be going to 
clean the section. We were next, a lot of 
bouncing to get us off the restart, while we 
were up at the top of the section pumping 
up our tyres Giles and Sam pulled up 
behind, only to inform us that they drove 
of the restart without any problems at all, 
fortunately for Giles this can be backed up 
by video evidence!!!  
 
Drove about 11 miles down the road to 
Riverton, not much of a queue listened to 
5 or 6 cars then it was our turn. Well Mum 
hates fair ground rides and some how I 
managed to drive around the corner as 
though we were on the wall of death, hope 
this caused some entertainment for the 
marshals probably didn’t look as scary 
outside as it did inside the car though. 
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 Special Test 2. As we arrived Kevin 
Upton was on the start line, no problems 
going forward but as he started reversing 
to try and get all wheels behind the A 
boards we soon realised he didn’t have 
much control and decided this test wasn’t 
exciting enough for those who were 
watching behind him and tried to take the 
poor marshal out instead, fortunately the 
marshal jumped into the gateway and the 
avenger ended up sideways across the 
track. 
 
Section 4 Hunstone and Pete and Carlie 
Hart were marshalling this section. 
Watched a couple of the front wheel 
drives struggle here. Kelly was the first 
person we saw attempt the restart and 
unfortunately she stopped a little bit too far 
to the left and was unlucky not to move 
off. Followed the arrows down to 
Hunstone 2 this was extra slippery with a 
right hand corner and a restart half way 
up. Managed to get to the restart let the 
clutch out moved about a foot before 
sliding back two!! Arnie and Harvey were 
the only two cars to clean this restart. 
 
Section 6 High Bray. A bit of a queue here 
not a good start seeing Norman Tonkin’s 
beetle parked up at the bottom after 
breaking a drive shaft. Harvey doing his 
normal party trick here attempting the 
section from the passenger’s seat of his 
pop! Mike Collins and David Haizelden 
were among many seen returning to the 
bottom of the section after failing. We 
waited for Giles at the top for about five 
minutes whilst pumping our tyres up but 
no sign of him we decided to move off, 
unfortunately he had failed this was all 
Dennis’s fault for watching here 
apparently! 
 
Higher Molland. On watching Pete and 
Hans fail here at around the six marker, I 
decided to try and stay out of the ruts and 
go as fast as I could got a bit sideways 
half way up but got to the top. A quick 
drive down the road to the next three 

sections first off was Jimmy’s Hill the first 
bit looked very steep and greasy managed 
to clean it ok around the corner was 
Badgers hill a nasty corner to start and 
according to sticker it was possible to 
attack this too fast and end up going 
straight on towards the brave marshal 
stood right in the firing line. Last one in 
these woods was Rodney’s Revenge and 
the 4th restart of the day proved 
impossible to all classes with nobody 
cleaning this section apart from Adrian 
Dommett and Bill Bennett who didn’t have 
to stop. At the top of the woods while we 
were pumping our tyres up John Cox 
proudly showed us his newly shaped 
wheel rim he designed on a early section, 
 
Beggars Roost - no problems here really. 
Scores Down was my least favourite hill of 
the day a rough stoney broken tarmac 
track with pot holes but there were no 
problems here either, and so on to the last 
section of the day, Floyds Bank. There 
were lots of people watching here and 
there was another very greasy start which 
caught out numerous people, it was very 
difficult to get the car going and eventually 
we stopped at the two marker, parked the 
car up and we were able to watch the last 
few competitors attempt the hill with 
varying scores, Michael Collins cleaned 
the section but on the way up took the two 
marker right out of the ground and Giles 
came to a stop at around the exact same 
place as we stopped between the 3 and 2 
marker. Off to the finish, which was just 
half a mile down the road to have a quick 
drink and sign off. Back to Barnstaple to 
the trailer park to get loaded then we all 
headed back to Wainhouse Corner for 
some tea. 
 
Thanks to all the marshals who were 
supportive and encouraging and the 
organisers for their hard work setting up 
the trial before and on the day, to Dad for 
getting my car ready and trailering it to 
Barnstaple and Mum for writing most of 
this report!! 
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A Grand Day Out Grommet! 
by Stuart Harrold 

 

O r the 2007 Cotswold Clouds 
Trial. What a day out, sunshine 
from start to finish, hills in prime 
condition with hardly a hint of 

mud or water and plenty of smiling 
spectators. 
 
The Clouds is rather special for me as it is 
the only trial I regularly drive my Troll to 
the start rather than putting it on the 
trailer. It’s rather nice to put on all the kit 
and get into a warm dry car in my own 
garage. Leaving home at 7.25 am the 
drive from Ross-on-Wye to Stonehouse 
was memorable for two things, the cold 
and the beautiful sunrise, I was on my 
own as I was meeting Chris at the start. 
Arrived at the start to join the chaos that 
was the cars attempting to get to the 
scrutineers, this was soon sorted into two 
queues when Nigel Moss took charge. 
Sign on, then down to the garden centre 
start and an excellent bacon butty, watch 
a hot air balloon taking off and a chat with 
other competitors in the strong sun. 
 
A nice run out to Crawley which was the 
first hill, quite a long queue here, let the 
tyres down a little and an easy run up the 
hill, this is always a good first hill.  
 
Then the run thru Dursley to the hold 
control for Crooked Mustard. Only six cars 
in the control but there appeared to be a 
few cars coming out on the failures route. 
After a few minutes we were released to 
go up to the hill and as usual from the 
start line you can see nothing of the hill. 
We are given the “go” and potter up the 
hill to the sharp left hand bend, wow, it 
seems sharper than ever and the rocks 
look like huge steps. Seems like many 
spectators up above the bends. Get 
around it by going wide to the right then 
it’s the right hand bend, even tighter and 
more rock steps, a little wheel spin, back 
off a bit, get grip and up away from the 

worse part and out of the section. Those 
bends seem to get tighter every year, its 
good to be up the top and pumping up. 
 
A lovely run thru Waterley Bottom to park 
outside the New Inn, then let the tyres 
down for Axe. Axe was quite rutted in 
places but with plenty of grip and caused 
no problems. Chris and I remind each 
other of how nice it is to trial on real old 
roads. 
 
A long drive now thru frost covered 
countryside in brilliant sunshine to the hold 
control up above Nailsworth. The “Ladder” 
was to be our first restart and we were on 
16 psi tyre pressures and all our pals from 
Ross Club were running the hill. Down to 
the start to be told that there had been a 
few fails on the restart which was under 
the devilish command of Richard 
Andrews. Away we go, up to the restart, 
which seemed generously placed. Got 
well over to the right almost on Richard’s 
foot, flag down and away we go with little 
fuss, well that seemed easy. But, very 
pleasing in front of such a crowd of 
spectators. 
 
A short drive over Minchinhampton 
Common to the hold control for Ham Mill, 
where you can sit and watch the 
successful cars coming out of the top of 
the hill. Eventually released and drive to 
the section following a van and huge 
trailer along the narrow lane so no pulling 
over required. About six cars waiting but 
eventually we get away. The lower part of 
the hill seemed quite rocky but then into 
the mud and nadgery stuff where the 
restart was positioned, away with no 
problems but you must watch out for the 
deep ruts after it. Then a slippery climb to 
the top. Again, lots of spectators. 
 
A run now thru the Sunday shoppers in 
Stroud to Wicked Juniper. It did not look 
wicked, rather sun dappled and pretty. I 
have only done this hill once before the 
first time it was used and it was a mudbath 
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Fiat Panda on 
Huntstone 1 
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and we only just got to 9 or 10. This year it 
was different, despite being on 16 psi, off 
we go, greasy but with grip and some 
good bends, around the last left bend and 
up a steep bit to the finish and a smiling 
John Blakely who was exercising his new 
hips. 
 
A short run into the woods and past the 
pheasant feeders to Fred’s Folly. A restart 
but no tyre pressures, a cunning deviation 
off the track and back onto it. Greasy, but 
no problems for us and another clean. 
 
Then a nice run over unmade tracks and 
thru numerous gates, which Chris had to 
open to hill 8, Merve’s Swerve. No tyre 
pressures but always a difficult restart on 
a short very steep bank followed by a right 
turn and all on mud. Stopped well to the 
left on the restart but a bit far thru it. 
Initially got of the restart but then lots of 
wheelspin and tyre smoke and headed 
directly at the boundary fence, eventually 
the Troll of its own accord turns right, we 
just miss the fence and then have to turn 
left, it slides around and we spin our way 
out of the section. Chris and I are 
convinced we cleaned the section but 
according to the ‘grapevine’ the marshal 
thought otherwise and recorded a failed 
restart. Not convinced that he could see 
anything with all the tyre smoke we made, 
shame about that. 
 
Another short run to the special test in 
Highwood. This was an anti clockwise run 
around a cone then off to stop astride a 
line, fun but not quick. Then away up a 
track to Highwood hill under the control of 
the Bristol Club gang, thank God, only one 
hill in slippery, muddy Highwood this year. 
But we were on 16 psi and a restart to do. 
The start marshal will not divulge where 
the restart is usually it’s just around the 
corner after you turn off the main track. Off 
we go, around the left bend onto the main 
track and there is Carlie Hart making go 
faster gestures around the right-hander. 
Should I? What if the restart is as per 

normal around the corner? I go faster but 
not flat out, around the right hander and 
there the hill just goes up and up over very 
polished stones with no sign of a restart, 
we eventually spin to a stop well into the 4 
box. Curses, should have done as Carlie 
indicated. But it’s the furthest I have ever 
got on Highwood.  
 
A nice run to Climperwell and only a few 
cars were waiting at the start. Again we 
were on 16 psi with a restart. Now this hill 
is not really a hill, just a very rutted gentle 
climb thru the trees on a muddy track over 
many tree roots. It can be difficult, but not 
this year, in fact the ruts seemed a lot less 
deep and we did not ground out at all. 
 
So then off to Bull Banks alongside the 
area once used by Mitsubishi to give 4x4 
drivers training. Bull Banks is a not too 
steep track but is made of the most 
slippery Cotswold stone you have ever 
seen and we were on 16 psi with a restart. 
From experience of driving and 
marshalling this hill I know that positioning 
on the restart is critical as there is a large 
stone that can end up right in front of the 
left front wheel if you just stay on the 
track. So off we go and as we approach 
the restart get off the track well to the right 
and restart with very little fuss. Further up 
the track, on what is normally Bull Banks 2 
hill, there was a special test with line “B” 
for get all wheels over then all wheels 
back behind it before moving forward to 
stop on line “C” positioned on the usual 
very very slippery restart. No tyre 
pressures for this test so let them down to 
nothing. Go forward over “B” and reverse 
well back behind it so we can get away 
easily then forward to stop on “C” to be 
met by a smiling Andrew Brown. Not the 
fastest test but no fuss and no drama! 
 
Next, down into the Chalford Valley for 
two hills that were new to me. The first 
being Station Lane with no tyre pressures 
so to be on the safe side dropped to 8 psi. 
Whilst waiting to start the hill noticed that 
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the ice on the puddles in the shade was 
still frozen solid. Off up the hill, a few 
rocks and some bends but no problem for 
us, clean. The track then dropped steeply 
down to the last hill, Cowcombe, which for 
us was on 16 psi and with a restart. 
Seemed to be a lot of noise coming from 
around the corner where, presumably, the 
restart was and many cars coming down 
the escape route. Its our turn and off we 
go around the first corner to see a number 
of sharp turns on slippery mud, managed 
to negotiate these then to the restart 
which for us was flat and easy but with a 
steep muddy climb almost immediately 
after it, it was the climb that was causing 
the problems. Up we went and found 
some grip for a clean. What a good hill. 
 
All that remained was the short drive to 
the Ragged Cot Inn to sign off. Got to the 
pub and parked up and a look at the car 
told the story of the trial, just a bit of mud 
under the mudguards. We had been thru 

almost no water or slurry mud all day the 
hills had all been in prime condition. 
Signed off at 4.10 pm and into the pub for 
a drink and chat. A pint of Jennings 
Cumberland Ale to put us in training for 
the Northern Trial in two week’s time. 
Many of the Ross marshals arrived for a 
bit of banter. Adrian Marfell, whose ride 
home had broken down chickened out of a 
ride back to Ross in my Troll and opted for 
the comfort and warmth of a ‘tin top’. As 
there were few hold ups I cannot tell you 
much about what happened to other 
competitors and at the time of writing this I 
have seen no results. The grapevine tells 
me Ian Davis in his Buggy won with a 
clean sheet. 
 
A cold drive home in the gloaming to 
reach Ross-on-Wye at 6.15 pm.Well done 
Stroud for a great trial and a grand day out 
and isn’t it nice to see so many people 
interested in our sport out spectating. 

Cotswold Clouds 2007  
by Gregor Dixon-Smith 

 

T he scrutineering and signing on 
was its normal efficient affair with 
the only complication being that it 
was not at the start. This was just 

down the road at the local garden centre. 
A van had been arranged to provide the 
breakfast rolls, which had to be tried since 
trialling weight needs to be maintained. I 
didn’t see everybody away but managed 
to wish good luck to Keith Sanders in the 
Scimiter. I knew class 5 would come down 
to a battle between him and Stuart Roach 
in the HRG.  
 
The weather was dry and sunny if a little 
cold as we set off towards the first section 
of the day. My normal passenger, Darren, 
was away on business and so I had 
persuaded my colleague, Jon Graham, to 
help out. It was his first taste of trials and 
the route book for the event is always 
accurate and easy to use. 

Crawley is a good starting section, nothing 
too difficult, and a fun section to drive. 
Unfortunately, Kevin Copleston and Glen 
Winn in the Singer Sports failed the hill 
after it came out of gear. Once re-
engaged they did a perfect restart and 
continued up. We cleaned the hill, 
pumped the tyres up and off to the holding 
area for Crooked Mustard. A couple of 
minutes later and we were on our way to 
the section. I can never remember 
sections from year to year but Crooked 
Mustard is one I can remember. This is 
probably due to the fact that there isn’t 
much to remember for me – I’ve only seen 
the first corner! This year was the same. 
The car went round the first right bend and 
then stopped on the left bend. The inside 
was very polished and black from previous 
competitor’s wheel spinning. Maybe next 
year! 
 
There is never time for a pint whilst 
waiting for Axe but a small queue does 
allow chance to talk to fellow competitors. 
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Axe was the roughest so far but the 
section was easy to clean. 
 
Nailsworth Ladder was manned by the 
Ross & District Motor Club. Once Vic 
Lockley gave the go ahead we were off, 
but only just. Traction seemed to be non-
existent and I couldn’t get any speed. 
Normally the car flies over the step but 
this year it was a slow crawl before 
coming to a halt. Spinning the wheels 
produced clouds of smoke (Cotswold 
clouds?), which kept the crowds happy but 
did nothing to help forward motion. After 
apologising to fellow Ross members for 
the smoke and saying that I would see 
them on Thursday to marshal the Eco-Run 
we turned around and headed back down. 
 
Ham Mill was a section I failed two years 
ago but cleaned with ease this time. The 
restart was not difficult and possible for 
even myself to get off the line. A weave up 
through between the trees, Wicked 
Juniper was relatively long and with some 
tight turns and little grip in places. Gate 6 
proved tricky where understeer made the 
car go wide and nearly caught the cane. 
Easing completely off gave sufficient grip 
to get around and clear the section. 
 
Fred’s Folly was a problem with driver 
error. There was no queue and only a 
Beetle disappearing off as we 
approached, so it was straight to the line 
after letting the tyres down.  Off we went 
…...and stopped when the bonnet was 
just under the red tape across the track! I 
hadn’t seen that the track went to the left 
and didn’t see the tape until we got to it. 
Vehicle tracks did go straight up and I was 
following those. A small reverse and 
continue up the section having scored a 
low mark. 
 
The drive to Merve’s Swerve is better than 
the section! I think everybody should get 
points for just arriving at the start. This is a 
short section on mud with a tight right 
hand bend over a sharp crest at the top. 

This was our stopping point. A Morgan is 
fairly low and long and not ideal for this as 
the car bottomed out. This was the only 
section where ground clearance was an 
issue. It is a great credit to the organisers 
that the Cotswold Clouds can be 
challenging and yet totally suitable and 
non-damaging to cars such as Morgans. 
 
The first special test was at Highwood. 
John Sargeant was the start marshal here. 
Normally anywhere that John is 
marshalling is not easy! This special test 
was certainly different and possible to 
make a mess of. Once around a cone and 
stopping astride a line is straight forward 
enough but some of the area was very 
boggy. Half way around and understeer 
set in and we drifted further into the mud. 
Eventually harder ground was found and a 
blast to the B line. It was a pity that 
Highwood itself was not as easy. At least 
this year’s start line gave more of a 
chance to get some speed up ready for 
the bank. Carlie Hart’s encouragement to 
speed up helped but the tree trying to grab 
the front wing did not. The car stopped at 
the 7 marker, just where Andrew Margetts 
was standing – presumably the car 
wanted to say hello to Andrew, whose 
father Geoff trialled YNP for many years. 
 
There was a bit of a queue for Climperwell 
but a welcome break and chance for a bite 
to eat (what happened to the lunch halt?). 
It seemed easier than previous years and 
I think most people were clearing the 
section. 
 
Bull Banks should have put more points in 
the bag but driver error set in again. In an 
attempt to get a good position on the 
restart line I hit the left hand marker 
scoring a six. At least there was no 
favouritism from the fellow class 5 man 
marshalling! I honestly hadn’t seen I had 
hit the cane so my innocent “Did I?” was 
genuine. Bull Banks special test was of 
the now familiar over B, behind B and stop 
astride C. At least the terrain used is 
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becoming more challenging and this test 
had the added interest of restarting from 
the slippery C line. 
 
Ian Bates said he was ready to tow all 
failures out of Station Lane and so I was 
expecting a difficult time. It was muddy at 
the start and then rough but the car flew 
up since I was determined not to need a 
tow. 
 
Cowcombe was an interesting section 
further into the woods. This is where the 
low seating and long bonnet of a Morgan 
did not help. I couldn’t see where I was 
going and hit the power too late to get up 
the hill. Certainly a hill that could cause 
some damage if not careful. Reversing out 
was a challenge. However, the 
disappointment of a poor score was soon 
forgotten with a great drive out of the 
woods. More fun than Cowcombe itself. 
We had to stop briefly and push the 
Singer Sports up a polished stoney 
section and they were kind enough to 

always make sure we weren’t stranded 
whenever we got to a potentially difficult 
area. 
 
The finish was still packed when we 
arrived, although there was still room to 
park. More familiar faces from the 
hilllclimb world awaited at sign off and in 
the bar. It’s good to see that so many 
people are involved with other forms of 
motorsport. 
 
Many thanks to the entire organising 
team, marshals and fellow competitors for 
such an enjoyable day. The Cotswold 
Clouds is one of those perfect trials. The 
sections do not deteriorate or become 
rutted too quickly, the weather always 
seems to be good, the organisation 
excellent every year and the route book is 
accurate. It is also suitable to all sorts of 
cars. So why can I never seem to get a 
decent score on the Clouds? I need more 
practice. All the more reason to try again 
next year. 

Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

I n the mid seventies there was still no 
clear definition between production 
and classic trials, although the former 
invariably used single venues of 

varying gradients and the latter traversed 
road miles linking more traditional tracks. 
The regulations governing the two 
disciplines varied little, but cars entered 
for production trials needed to be just that 
i.e. “production” fitted with say, bumpers 
and door trim both of which might have 
been removed by those generally entering 
the classics. Then, there were road events 
authorised as production but which ran 
more or less as classic and which allowed 
a fare degree of freedom. 
 
Although in last months Section Ends I 
referred to the Larches production car trial 
held in the county of Kent as my last one 

for 1975 and the Exmoor Clouds as the 
last classic event for that year the Sporting 
Owner Driver’s Club introduced just such 
a “classic” authorised as a production car 
trial which ran on the 7th December. This 
was a new road trial to be known as the 
Conquest and was a qualifying event for 
the Combined One Make Car Club’s 
national championship. This new and 
most welcome competition began and 
finished in the town of Dunstable 
encompassing a seventy-mile route, 
taking entrants in an anti-clockwise 
direction to suitable venues. In this 
respect it differed to some extent from 
most of the other road trials in that three to 
five sections were sited at one particular 
venue. As the surrounding countryside is 
rather flat hills of a traditional nature are 
almost impossible to find. 
 
The Sporting Owner Driver’s Club (or 
organising SODs as they are more 
commonly known) received a good quality 
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entry of forty-six competitors including 
recent Edinburgh Trial organiser, Tom 
Coggin. It also included former M.C.C. 
General Secretary Mike Furse, Austin 7 
exponent Sue Halkyard (Class winner) 
and Ford Popular driver and former ACTC 
joint tyre monitor, John Groves who won 
the trial on both Index of Performance and 
minimum penalties. 

John Groves – 1954 Ford Popular 1976 
Exeter Trial - Simms 
 
John fitted the car with a 1172cc Ford 
100E engine which had a built in water 
pump and slightly larger big end bearings 
and he also fitted a supercharger. On this 
particular Exeter he was the first car away 
and he arrived at every section dead on 
time, finished dead on time and also 
gained a Gold medal. A unique 
achievement. If the registration number 
TUR 244 looks familiar it can now be seen 
on Reg Taylor’s Dellow replica. 
 
The largest class – twenty in all  – 
contained rear engined cars plus Colin 
Ling’s MG Midget, which was fitted with a 
MGB engine, and John Parson’s Hillman 
Avenger, as both of these were fitted with 
limited slip differentials. There were seven 
Hillman Imps, ten VW Beetles and Josh 
Sadler campaigning a Porsche 912. 
 

Fine dry weather was a welcome change 
to the wet events of the previous months 
but it was extremely cold particularly at 
Bragenham Farm where the entry was 
delayed whilst a Land Rover extricated a 
Mini which was in a quagmire beyond axle 
depth. Most of the sections were rather 
short with immediate gradients, which 
generally tends to favour the higher 

revving and lighter Hillman 
Imps. Additionally the 
organisers imposed minimum 
tyre pressure restrictions 
which at that time was 
unusual for road trials and 
was really a “hang over” from 
production events.  
 
However, I managed to 
scrape a third in class behind 
two Hillman Imps but this 
result was sufficient for me to 
clinch the C.O.M.C.C. 
championship. 
 
1976 began, as usual, with 
the Exeter. A contemporary 

report was headlined that Volkswagen 
Beetles once again took the rear engine 
class awards – see Restart January 2007 
– this time the drivers being Keith 
Richards (1650cc cut-away car) and once 
again Alan Foster with his 1300cc model. 
The two team awards where all six 
achieved Gold medals, were won by Ian 
Bolton (1500cc Dellow), Richard Uren 
(998cc Hillman Imp) and Roger Bricknell 
(1498cc Ford) from Camel Vale Motor 
Club and Simon Durling (1584cc VW 
Beetle), Norman Higgins (998cc Hillman 
Imp) and myself (1776cc VW Beetle) 
entered as Kent and Kernow. Other class 
award winners were Peter Le Couteur 
(1172cc Dellow), Don Statton (1600cc 
Ford) and Roy Newton (1496cc H.R.G.). 
 
It was regarded as a fairly easy trial for the 
274 entrants who commenced from 
Reading, Lewdown and Cirencester – 
there were sixty-eight Golds for instance. 
The only two testing sections were Simms 
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– surprise, surprise – and the twisting 
muddy Waterloo. The general view was 
that the event was very disappointing 
containing only six sections. 
 
Tommy Kalber - 1953 Ford Popular     
1975 Exeter Trial – Simms 

This car was fitted with a Fordson 10cwt 
van back axle and Tommy used 15in 
Volkswagen wheels on the rear but used 
18in wheels for the long night runs, hence 
the roof rack. It had a standard 1172cc 
engine with a Ford 8 head and twin SU 
carburettors. It was the only 1172cc Ford 
Popular to climb Simms that year and 
Tommy cleaned all of the remaining 
sections to gain a Gold medal. 
 
Later in the month the Bristol Motorcycle 
and Light Car Club ran their excellent 
Allen Trial. Including motorcycles, the 
event attracted an entry of one hundred 
and fifteen many of whom had travelled 
through four to five inches of snow during 
the very early hours of the morning to 
reach the Lulsgate start by 9am on 
Sunday 25th January. 
 
It was regarded as a good event, which 
consisted of twelve sections around the 
Mendip Hills and the Chew Valley Lake 
area. Surprisingly it was generally dry 

around Bristol with the hills being more 
rough than slippery. It was the first trial I 
can recall where drivers were not 
permitted to look at the sections – a 
feature that is now commonplace. 
 
The Allen Trophy was won by Sue 

Halkyard driving her well 
known Austin 7 who 
comfortably beat Blackburn’s 
Singer and Marshall’s MG to 
clean the event.  
 
Footnote: Like father, like 
sons. John is, of course, the 
father of Ford Escort driver 
Simon Groves who so 
narrowly missed winning the 
Crackington Cup in 2006, 
being beaten by David 
Haizelden who had achieved 
more class wins and Tommy 
is the father of Ford Popular 
and Escort driver Clive 
Kalber who has already 
distinguished himself with a 

number of Triple Awards and outright 
wins. It is not only the Greenslades, 
Toulmins and Tucker-Peakes whose 
offspring have followed in “family” wheel 
tracks. 

 

The Cape to Cape 2007 
 
This seven day classic car tour 
over a challenging 1,400 mile 
route will see participants setting 
off from Cape Wrath and 
finishing at Cape Clear in the 
Republic of Ireland. 
 

Suitable for class 0 cars 
 

29th April—5th May 2007 
 

Contact Dennis Greenslade 
dg@carbisbay,eclipse.co.uk 
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T he 2007 series got off to the usual 
start with what could be described 
as a relatively pleasant Exeter 
trial. Mercifully the temperature 

didn’t plummet too low and there was little 
rain during the event, leaving most of the 
hills in a not too slippery condition. A large 
number of competitors came away with 
gold medals and it was a case of business 
as usual for last year’s ACTC champions, 
with Yoshi Adams winning the best 
motorcycle award and Andy and Anita 
Petherick winning the sidecar class. 
 
At the end of January it was back to 
Devon for the Exmoor Trial. Most of the 
hills were on the steep side and tricky 
enough to catch out the unwary, with the 
organisers throwing in a large number of 
restarts for the solos and I imagine some 
of the hills were rough enough to 
challenge an outfit. The final section, the 
aptly named Floyd’s Bank, was something 

of a sting in the tail with some slippery ruts 
for starters followed by a deviation up a 
very slippery bank for the solos. Again the 
weather didn’t add too much to the 
challenge as it didn’t rain much although it 
was a bit on the chilly side with the cosy 
Staghunters Inn providing a warm 
welcome for contenders at the finish. 
 
As this Restart goes to press it’s time for 
the Northern Classic Trial which by all 
accounts is an excellent event. This year 
there’s over 30 solos and a couple of 
outfits entered. It’s good to see events in 
the north of England such as this and the 
Ilkley Classic Trial gaining popularity. Who 
knows we might one day see a classic 
long distance trial in Scotland using some 
of the old SSDT sections. 
 
Ian Thompson 
ACTC Motorcycle Coordinator 
07717 093228  

Red Rose Bowl  
Names Exeter Trial Exmoor Trial Total 
Andy and Anita Petherick 10 10 20 
Alexander Lidgate/John 
Webb 

0 9 9 

John Hind/Jon Stobbs 6 0 0 
 P o u n c y  L e a g u e   
N a m e  E x e te r  T r ia l  E x m o o r  T r ia l  T o ta l 
T o m  B e ck e r le g  1 0  9  1 9  
I a n  T h o m p so n  6  9  1 5  
Y o sh i A d a m s  1 0  4  1 4  
G ra h a m  M a k e p e a ce  1 0  3  1 3  
K e ith  Jo h n s to n  3  7  1 0  
S te p h e n  B a ile y  0  8  8  
M ik e  P o te  6  0  6  
S te p h e n  Jo n e s  3  0  3  
I a n  R e n n ie  1 0  0  0  
M a r t in  M a rr io t t  6  0  0  
C h r is  B u sh  3  0  0  
D a v e  M a so n  0  0  0  
M ic h a e l W a d sw o r th  0  0  0  
G e o ff  M cG la d d e ry  0  0  0  
E d w a rd  G r if f in  0  0  0  
J il l O l lis  0  0  0  
R ich a rd  E a v e s  0  0  0  
R ich a rd  D a w e  0  0  0  
Jo h n  W e b b  0  0  0  
S te p h e n  G r in te r  0  0  0  
D a v e  E d e  0  0  0  
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Championship 
Chat  
 

N ew year, new name at the top of 
the Crackington. Emma 
Robilliard, running in class 4, 
leads the Crackington by half a 

point, courtesy of a Gold on the Exeter 
and then three class wins. Second at the 
moment is someone who is at the other 
end of the experience range, Dudley 
Sterry, who seems to have been on fire in 
the first four events.  
 
The next five names, all within six points 
of Dudley have a familiar ring to them with 
Adrian Dommett, Dave Haizelden, Giles 
Greenslade (back in class 4), Bill 
Bennett and Andrew Martin (class 3 or 
class 7 this year?) all having good starts 
to the year. I shall watch the future 
developments in this contest with interest 
to see if Emma can keep up her splendid 
start to the season. 
 
Over in the Wheelspin, the big, red J2 of 
Dudley Sterry has been going 
exceptionally well, scoring in all four 
events so far. Naturally, the usual 
suspects of Adrian Dommett, Andrew 
Martin, Ian Davis and Bill Bennett are 
not too far behind and, as in previous 
years, much can (and will) change before 
the last event in December. 
 
I have my usual qualms over the accuracy 
of the information used to compile the 
Navigator’s League and I shall be using 
spare time on the Northern to check up on 
the data. At the moment Judy Phillips 
has a three point lead over Liz Bennett, 
with Aaron Haizelden in third and Becey 
Macey in fourth. 
 
The Team League still has only the same 
three teams as last year and at the 
moment the JVs (Giles, Ross Bill and 

Tony) some way ahead of More Bump 
and Grind (Paul B, Simon, Harvey and 
Dudley). Last year’s winners, Bump and 
Grind, are handicapped by only having 
three team members at present, but no 
doubt that will change soon. 
 
If you fancy entering a team it’s not too 
late to do so. Rules are as for last year: 
Four members in a Team; no more than 
two members from the 2006 Crackington 
top ten; best three scores on an events to 
count; no restriction on class make up of 
the team. 
 
I’m off now on the long flog from 
Portsmouth up to Carlisle (via Ross to pick 
up my driver) for the Northern Trial. 
Definitely one of my favourite events of 
the year, not least for the scenery and the 
extremely friendly welcome we get in 
Cumbria. The latest tables will be in here 
somewhere. If there are any errors you 
see let me know and if you need any 
clarification of how they all work please 
get in touch. In the meantime, enjoy your 
trialling and no doubt I’ll see you out and 
about somewhere on a hill or two. 

Chris 
 

2007 Northern Classic Trial  
 
DVD containing footage from Black 
Hole, Little Cockup, Sheepfold and 
Sandale with in-car footage of 
Lord's Seat, Sheepfold, restart at 
Darling Howe, Forest Yump, Black 
Hole and Little Cockup.  
 
If you liked last year's you'll like this 
one!  Great Value at only £10 
including P&P.  
 
Please send cheque payable to: 
 V.Bamkin, 131 Dacre Road, 
Brampton, Cumbria, CA8 1BT and 
allow 28 days for delivery. 
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Dudley S terry 5 10 5 9 29 4
A drian Dom m ett 5 9 10 24 3
A ndrew M artin 5 6 8 19 3
Ian Davis 5 10 15 2
B ill B ennett 5 9 14 2
Ros s Norm an 5 7 12 2
E m m a Robilliard 5 5 6 3 19 4
David Fores hew 8 5 13 2
S im on Groves 5 8 13 2
Dic k B olt 5 6 11 2
S tic k er M artin 5 4 9 2
Giles Greens lade 5 4 9 2
Robin P reedy 5 3 8 2
Tris  W hite 1 7 8 2
Terry  B all 5 2 7 2
David Haiz elden 5 1 6 2
M ik e W ork m an 5 1 6 2
P eter B arr 5 5 1
P aul B artlem an 5 5 1
Harry B utc her 5 5 1
Gregor Dix on-S m ith 5 5 1
John Look er 5 5 1
John Ludford 5 5 1
B ry an P hipps 5 5 1
A ndrew Rippon 5 5 1
S tuart Roac h 5 5 1
B ill Ros ten 5 5 1
M ark  Ros ten-E dwards 5 5 1
P aul Royds 5 5 1
M ark  Tooth 5 5 1
David Turner 5 5 1
Harvey W aters 1 3 4 2
P aul A llaway 3 3 1
David B ache 3 3 1
Colin B iles 3 3 1
M ic hael Chatwin 3 3 1
John Cox 1 1 1
David M iller 3 3 1
M urray M ontgom ery -S m ith 3 3 1
P eter M ountain 3 3 1
John P ars ons 3 3 1
M ik e P earson 3 3 1
Colin P erry m an 3 3 1
John S argeant 3 3 1
Jonathan Toulm in 3 3 1
Nic ola W ainwright 3 3 1
M ic hael W arnes 3 3 1
Rob W ells 3 3 1
Tony B ranson 1 1 1
B arry Clark e 1 1 1
Ric hard Clark e 1 1 1
P eter Joy 1 1 1
P eter M orris 1 1 1
E d Nik el 1 1 1
B rian P artridge 1 1 1
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Crackington Table 2007
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Emma Robilliard 5.0 11.0 10.5 10.9 37.4 37.4 4
Dudley Sterry 5.0 11.0 10.9 10.0 36.9 36.9 4
Adrian Dommett 5.0 10.6 10.3 10.4 36.3 36.3 4
David Haizelden 5.0 10.1 10.5 10.1 35.7 35.7 4
Giles Greenslade 5.0 10.0 9.5 9.9 34.4 34.4 4
Bill Bennett 5.0 9.6 9.3 9.4 33.3 33.3 4
Andrew Martin 5.0 10.5 11.0 4.0 30.5 30.5 4
Peter Barr 5.0 7.0 7.5 7.9 27.4 27.4 4
Ross Norman 5.0 9.0 9.9 23.9 23.9 3
Sticker Martin 5.0 10.6 8.0 23.6 23.6 3
Simon Groves 5.0 6.5 11.0 22.5 22.5 3
Keith Sanders 10.5 10.0 20.5 20.5 2
Andrew Rippon 5.0 7.0 8.0 20.0 20.0 3
Bill Rosten 5.0 5.0 8.9 18.9 18.9 3
David Foreshew 10.0 8.0 18.0 18.0 2
Harvey Waters 1.0 9.0 7.0 17.0 17.0 3
John Wilton 8.3 8.4 16.7 16.7 2
Ian Davis 5.0 0.0 11.0 16.0 16.0 2
Nigel Green 9.5 6.0 15.5 15.5 2
Mark Tooth 5.0 10.3 15.3 15.3 2
Dick Bolt 5.0 10.0 15.0 15.0 2
Bryan Phipps 5.0 10.0 15.0 15.0 2
John Ludford 5.0 9.8 14.8 14.8 2
Stuart Roach 5.0 9.4 14.4 14.4 2
John Looker 5.0 9.3 14.3 14.3 2
Terry Ball 5.0 9.0 14.0 14.0 2
Tony Young 4.0 7.9 2.0 13.9 13.9 3
Gregor Dixon-Smith 5.0 8.4 13.4 13.4 2
Robin Preedy 5.0 8.0 13.0 13.0 2
Dave Sargeant 6.0 6.9 12.9 12.9 2
Jonathan Toulmin 3.0 8.8 11.8 11.8 2
Murray Montgomery-Smith 3.0 5.8 3.0 11.8 11.8 3
Malcolm Curnow 6.5 4.9 11.4 11.4 2
John Sargeant 3.0 8.3 11.3 11.3 2
Nicola Wainwright 3.0 8.0 11.0 11.0 2
Tris White 1.0 10.0 11.0 11.0 2
Mike Workman 5.0 6.0 11.0 11.0 2
Derek Tyler 10.8 R 10.8 10.8 1
David Miller 3.0 7.5 0.0 10.5 10.5 2
Gary Browning 10.3 10.3 10.3 1
Russell Clarke 7.0 3.0 10.0 10.0 2
Ed Nikel 1.0 8.9 9.9 9.9 2
John Cox 9.5 9.5 9.5 1
Colin Biles 3.0 R 6.5 9.5 9.5 2
Michael Collins 9.5 9.5 9.5 1
Barry Clarke 1.0 7.6 8.6 8.6 2
Nick Farmer 8.6 8.6 8.6 1
Sam Payne 8.5 8.5 8.5 1
Stephen Kenny 7.8 7.8 7.8 1
Martin Halliday 7.5 7.5 7.5 1
Philip Roberts 6.6 6.6 6.6 1
Nick Cleal 6.5 6.5 6.5 1
Stuart Harrold 6.0 0.0 6.0 6.0 1
Paul Weston 6.0 6.0 6.0 1
Brian Partridge 1.0 0.0 5.0 6.0 6.0 2
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
4th March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
10th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
11th March March Hare Falcon MC ACTC Invite 
17th March Hereford VSCC * 
1st April President’s Camel Vale * 
6th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
21st April Kimber MGCC * 
22nd April Kyrle Ross Championship (C) 
22nd April Scottish VSCC * 
29th April Sphinx Chelteham Championship (M) 
20th May  Ilkley Ilkley MC ACTC Invite 
16h September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
23rd September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
6th October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
13th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC invite 
21st October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
28th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
4th November Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
4th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
10th November Lakeland VSCC * 
10th November  Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 
18th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
25th November Allen BMCC&LCC Championship (C) 
25th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
9th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible. 
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