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Now well known in classic trials as well as sporting trials where it originated, this 
unit has solve the diff problem for those cars using Escort or BMC ‘A’ series axles. 
Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, instead of two in 
the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller bearings. No production 
components are used, and the superb new casing is machined from solid high 
grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £520 (no VAT, while stocks last) but what price can you 
put on having the confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your 
results are bound to improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and 
still be able to drive home after the event!  
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Or leave a message on 07812 108 588 at any time 
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EDITORIAL 

 
Editor: Mrs Pat Toulmin 
Northbrook                                                             Assistant Editor:  
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Snitterfield                                                              jonathan@toulmin.info                    
Stratford on Avon                                            
CV37 0PP                                                      
Tel:   01789 731332                                                ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
pat@toulmin.info                                                                
 
 
As I write this two days after the hottest day of the year so far trials seem very far away 
and Jonathan & I are already well into the speed season, and half way through five 
weekends sprinting and hillclimbing on the trot (or should that be ‘turn of the wheel’?) 
However that is not why Restart is  a tad late. Council decided that I should include the 
Ilkley Trial, although I have not received one report in time and if it is written it should 
prove very interesting…….. (you know who you are!) 
 
Two of the articles in this issue have parallels with Jonathan’s motorsporting activities. 
Firstly Kevin Barnes, who is now trialling a Liege in class 7 has roots in 1930s trialling as 
his grandfather, Donald Barnes, was a ‘works’ Singer driver and would have competed 
against Jonathan’s father Maurice in the ‘works’ MG. Interesting that both descendants 
now drive in class 7. ‘Old’ MG enthusiasts often ask us why Jonathan doesn’t trial an old 
MG like his father. The answer is easy, Maurice drove the latest trials technology, so I 
guess today he would probably be in class 8. 
 
Secondly Tim Kemp’s early desires at boarding school aged 16 to ride a motorcycle 
echo Jonathan’s, but J’s mother expressly forbid him to have a bike, so he had to wait 
another year. Interestingly Tim rode the Red Marley Hillclimb (near Shelsley Walsh) on 
Easter Monday after this year’s Lands End. Jonathan could have done the Lands End 
and a Sprint at Croft, but decided that he is too old to do both and just did Croft. This did 
mean that we were able to loan our Marlin to Tony Branson, who was chasing an illusive 
fault on his Marlin. 
 
As Simon has noted we are hoping to have the 2010 ACTC trials calendar ready for the 
second half of the season. This is to give you more time to think about buying some for 
Christmas presents and hopefully to sell more. Another idea to make the calendar more 
popular is to allow you to send photographs for inclusion. So if you have an interesting 
photograph you would like to be published in the calendar please send it and I’ll see 
what I can do. 
 
Finally please make sure that you read the inserted letter, it is VERY important. 
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T his year has seen a large 
increase in the appearance of 
pictures of our sport both still and 
video on the internet and a 

remarkable increase in the speed with 
which they appear. Pictures of Celia 
Walton’s tumble on Blue Hills 1 were 
being viewed before the event had even 
finished. Whilst these items are generally 
a good thing in that they spread the word 
to a wider audience who might be 
interested in having a go at driving or 
riding, they also expose us to the world of 
uninformed “antis” who want to have a go 
at us. At least one video has generated a 
“green” response, which although quite 
mild on this occasion could portend 
problems for the future If a determined 
“anti” saw some of the footage of trials 
action on YouTube they could use it as 
serious ammunition to take to a local 
council or landowner which could see us 
lose sections. We all know that one 
complaint can easily outweigh years of 
goodwill from supportive locals  
 
Separate to this issue you should have 
received an open letter from ACTC 
expressing some of our concerns about 
factors that we believe are going the affect 
the future of our trials. The three items are 
all areas where it is easy to make a 
subjective judgment, but not so easy to fit 
into any objective legislation. As I write 
this, the country is in the middle of MP’s 
expenses scandals, and the cry from so 
many of them is that they have done 
nothing wrong. Maybe they haven’t. 
Maybe they did stay within the rules, but 
did they consider the underlying morality 
of the situation? With our three items we 

are in a similar predicament. We cannot 
easily say “this is the measurement of 
how much smoke you can create before 
we impose a points penalty”. We must 
rely on the good judgment of the 
competitor do do what is right for the 
sport, assisted in this my marshals who 
can, should and hopefully will tell a 
competitor to stop when there is more 

smoke than forward movement. We like to 
think of our sport as friendly, and we are 
tolerant to minor transgressors. No one 
wants to take the fun aspect out of it all 
but at the same time we have to keep an 
eye on the future and all do our bit 
towards keep in the sport on the straight 
and narrow. 
 
With the end of this half of the season, we 
say goodbye to Giles Greenslade from his 
several posts within the ACTC 
organisation. After the up and coming 
dinner and awards presentation in June, 
we will be looking for replacements for 
Giles, firstly to assist Tina Allaway as 
organisers of that event, and secondly, not 
necessarily the same person, to keep 
track of the trophies – to arrange their 
collection from previous winners, to 
arrange their engraving and that of the 
replicas that go with them. Giles is also 
stepping down from being vice chairman 
of ACTC. This is an excellent role for 
someone who would like to get involved 
with the sport as a whole but cannot make 
the commitment of being on an event 
organising team. The duties of this role 
involve standing in for me at meetings that 
I cannot attend, (something that has 
happened once in the last 8-9 years), 
chairing the technical panel - though this 
does not require a wide technical 
knowledge as the role is keep in order in 
the meeting rather than providing the 
answers. 
 
As Giles steps down, we welcome 
Stephen Bailey to the ACTC Council as 
coordinator of things two and three 
wheeled. Stephen is a returnee after a 
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short spell as general secretary back in 
the late Eighties and is full of enthusiasm 
for the task. 
 
The tolerance that I have alluded to earlier 
seems to be creeping into the technical 
specification of some of the competing 
cars. During the summer the technical 
panel will be meeting to review some of 
the main suspected transgressions with 
the intention of issuing edicts on the 
subject. Our rules state that a car may be 
improved within the model range or more 
simply, can use parts from any model 
within a range. But this does not mean 
that just because a car is called a Ford 
Escort you can use parts from any Ford 
Escort. There 
are several 
quite separate 
model ranges 
within the use 
of the single 
name just as 
there are for 
VW  G o l f s , 
Toyota Corollas 
and others. 
 
As a ploy to 
make it easier 
for you all to 
have a calendar 
showing trial 
cars and bikes 
hanging in your 

office or on the kitchen wall it is our 
intention to have the 2010 version of the 
calendar ready for the September 
resumption. 
 
… And whilst we are on the subject of 
September, don’t forget that the Exe 
Valley is back this year, with Torbay Motor 
Club at the helm and Greg Warren in the 
driving seat, ably assisted by Keith 
Sanders and Dave Haizelden. Book your 
B&B now. 

 

I  write this the day before the late May 
bank holiday. The weather is still cold 
but here we are all ready at half way 
point of the trials season. The first half 

of the year ended with the well run Ilkley 
Trial, for which, there are reports 
elsewhere in this ‘Restart’.  
 
The May ACTC Council meeting was 
reasonably well attended but as there are 
only two meetings a year it’s a shame that 

Sect’
s 

Spin 

 
Simon in winning form on the 2009 

Ilkley Trial, Strid  Wood section 

5 

a few more clubs cannot make the effort 
to send along a representative. By the 
time you read this the minutes for the 
meeting will have been issued to all club 
representatives.  
 
One important thing that came from the 
meeting is that there are a number of 
technical matters, particularly eligibility, 
that need reviewing. It was decided that 
the technical committee would meet and 
report back to the September meeting. So 
if you have any technical matters you 
would like raised at the meeting please 
feed them to your club representative for 
onward transmission to me. The meeting 
will only discuss items that have been 
raised in advance and put on the agenda. 
 
Another item discussed and mentioned 
elsewhere in this ‘Restart’ was the access 
that the general public, including the anti 
motorsport brigade, have to any item such 
as video, pictures or written notes, placed 
on websites. Please spread the word 
among all your members that they think 
carefully before posting anything on a 
website and ask themselves, “Could this 
be used against motorsport”? In Kent, at 
least one rally has had to be cancelled 
due to pressure from an anti motorsport 
group using information posted on a 
rallying web site as evidence why the 
event should not run. 
 
A situation arose on a recent ACTC 
championship trial where some way into 
the trial a driver changed his passenger. 
Now J13(i) in the ‘Blue Book’ clearly 
states that ‘members of the crew at the 
start cannot be varied during an event 
except with official approval’. Official 
approval would be from the Clerk of the 
Course or another ‘named’ official. But 
even if approval is given the new 
passenger MUST ‘sign on’ on an official 
‘Competitors Signing On Sheet’. A 
marshals or media sheet is not acceptable 
and the new crew person would not be 
covered under the permit insurance. So all 

competitors and marshals should be 
aware of this. It may seem to be only a 
minor point but insurance is so very 
important these days. 
 
Good news is that there is a new 
organising team in place at the Fellside 
Club and the Northern Trial is well on 
schedule to run next year. All the hard 
work will be appreciated by the 
competitors. 
 
The Lands End Trial was enjoyed by most 
and the weather was a lot kinder than for 
The Exeter. I ran very near the back of the 
field so experienced many delays but 
sitting around in sunshine in primrose 
covered lanes was quite pleasant. We 
eventually signed off around two hours 
late, but in time to enjoy a pint of Blue Hills 
beer. 
 
My own club’s Kyrle Trial received a 
record entry this year. Conditions were 
very dry; however we only had tyre 
pressure limits on half the hills. Where 
pressures had to be checked our 
marshals asked the competitor to remove 
and replace dust caps and thus made the 
marshals job a much easier one. We 
carried out pressure checks on every 
section that had pressure limits and this 
was commented on favourably by many 
competitors. Considering the dry ‘grippy’ 
conditions we had very few retirements 
and the event ran well to time. 
 
Next big event is the dinner and awards 
evening on Saturday 13th June, I hope to 
meet lots of you there. 
 
 

Stuart Harrold 
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My first season’s trailing & the 
March Hare classic trial 2009 

by James Smith 
 

T his winter has been my first 
season of trials in my BMW trials 
car and to date we have had a 
great deal of fun and even a little 

bit of success. During the last two years I 
have enjoyed navigating for Dave Loveys 
in his red K1 Allard, twice on the Exeter 
and once on the Lands End on all 
occasions in class 0. 
 
However the K1 has been set up for 
hillclimbs and sprints and with its tuned 
4.5 litre Mercury flat head V8 engine, high 
ratio first gear set and low ground 
clearance it is not really suitable for rough 
classic car trials. Despite the unsuitable 
set up of the car we had enormous fun 
and did quite well and we only really had 
difficulty when one of the water pumps 
packed up and on the really rough stuff 
when on one section we knocked off the 
left silencer and later on another section 
the right hand side silencer suffered a 
similar fate. 
 
My appetite had been wetted and the hunt 
was on for a car of my own. An Allard 
preferably one similar to Roger Ugalde’s 
Allard J1 was my first choice but a suitable 
car could not be found and by chance I 
heard that Dave Turner’s brilliantly 
prepared 318 SI BMW was for sale. It did 
not take me long to find my way down to 
Dave’s House in Tunbridge and a deal 
was struck there and then, without even a 
test drive. A week later when all the 
formalities had been completed my wife 
drove me down to pick up my new 
sporting toy.  
 
Following me home she commented that 
the car wandered from lane to lane on its 
jacked up suspension. I am well used to 
this characteristic of wandering as Allards 
are notorious for this until they are 

properly set up. Having learnt how to drive 
the car properly it now runs straight and 
true. 
 
Our first event with the BMW was the MG 
Car Club Autumn Trial at Burton Dasset 
Country Park. This we hoped would be a 
little teaser before the much more serious 
MCC Edinburgh Trial the following 
weekend. Fortunately the car proved to be 
good, the driver not too bad and we won 
the class 3 award. Great stuff, a class win 
first time out. 
 
Since then we have done the Edinburgh, 
Exeter, The Hardy, the Clee Hills and two 
production car trials with the Sevenoaks 
and District Motor Club. 
 
Leaving Popham at 4am with the 
thermometer reading minus 6 degrees C, 
freezing fog, nil visibility we were very 
pleased to be in a car with a roof and an 
efficient heater. Perhaps the choice of car 
had not been too bad after all! 
 
Memorable moments to date include, not 
even reaching the first gate at Litton 
Slack, running out of puff on Bamford 
Clough on the way up, and an 
uncontrolled descent on the way down, 
clearing Simms for the first time and 
getting a bronze award on the Exeter. 
 
And now for the March Hare…. 
 
On a bright March morning we made our 
way up the M1 to the start and took the 
opportunity to look at the other cars being 
fettled for the event. We were particularly 
interested in the other cars in our class.  
After an uneventful scrutineering we 
settled down to a hearty breakfast in the 
Watling Street Trucker’s Café. By chance 
we happened to sit down with Andy Killy 
and his navigator Chin who were 
competing in Andy’s MGB GT. Apparently 
Chin who has been a leading light in the 
Sevenoaks and District Motor Club for 
many years last took part in a trial in 1968. 

7 

 
In the paddock while waiting to start we 
spoke with John Bell who sadly was 
without a passenger and after a bit of 
encouragement he took the brave 
decision to follow us in the hope that we 
would not get lost. The route instructions 
were easy to follow and luckily we did not 
lose him. John was competing in his 
beautifully restored MG TB for the first 
time since the rebuild and was hoping for 
a trouble free run. Unfortunately as we 
approached section 9 at Ivinghoe part of 
the body detached and he retired. 
 
Also in class 3 were Clive Hillier and 
Michael Grey in an 1800 cc Morris Marina 
and we studied with interest the 
modifications that they had made to the 
car in preparation for trials. These 
included a 3” suspension lift at the rear 
and a 17-gallon Massey Ferguson fuel 
stank squeezed into the boot. This fuel 
tank must have still had some farm debris 
in it as the fuel filter kept on blocking up 
and we assume this led to their early 
retirement. Another competitor kindly 
stopped and lent them a spare fuel filter, 
which enabled him to complete a couple 
extra sections. I cannot see this 
happening in Formula 1. 
 
Leaving the start in bright sunshine we 
thought that we were in for gentle day and 
the sections at Norton Street Lane and 
Chalk Hill proved straightforward and 
easy. At this stage in the event we thought 
that our road car would have been fit for 
purpose. 
 
The restart at Watercress Lane was a little 
bit more testing but possible with good 
grip and with the helpful marshals 
directing us across the road. Section 4 at 
Kensworth proved that our earlier 
optimism was misguided, as we could not 
make it past the sharp right hand turn 
despite digging a deep hole for others to 
falter in.  It really was quite steep. 
 

Sections at 5 and 6 at Edlesbrough Hill 
were excellent sections, which we cleared 
with relative ease but our clutch started to 
slip badly on the hill start. A pungent smell 
of burnt clutch stayed with us for some 
time and was to come back during the 
day, but a gentle left foot got us to the 
finish. When the clutch was replaced by 
Mr Clutch in South Wimbledon a few days 
later I found it was only half worn. Anyway 
I now know that it will be good for the 
Lands End. 
 
What a hash we made of section 7 at 
Quarry Park. Either my navigator was 
asleep or I was not paying attention or 
knew better. Twice we missed the way 
and had difficulty finding the next section. 
We woke up for section 8 while threading 
our way through the trees and made a 
successful restart, despite the dodgy 
clutch. Having unsuccessfully found a 
garage to buy refreshments en route we 
looked on with envy at others more 
prepared than us. Will not make the same 
mistake next year! 
 
While waiting we spoke to John Rowland 
and Christopher Reynolds another regular 
trials competitor in our class driving an 
Open Kadett. We have seen this well used 
2-litre car on other events and judging by 
the shape of the body must have a 
considerable amount of ballast in the boot. 
John told me that the Opel is owned by 
Peter Thompson who was driving a well-
sorted Austin 7 just behind us which 
appeared to climb all the hills with ease.  
 
By this time the sun had disappeared, the 
temperature dropped and the rain began 
to fall heavily. From now on the sections 
became really quite testing. The special 
test at Ivinghoe was tricky but section 9 
was abandoned as we got to the start, as 
none of the cars in front could make the 
left hand turn to start the climb. A long 
tricky reverse was required to exit the 
stage. A clay-based surface with new rain 
is not a good mixture. Apparently one of 
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the marshals took the rest of the day to 
retrieve his car from this section. 
 
The rain soon stopped and by the time we 
got to long narrow and steep Section 11 
the ground had begun to dry out. The 
marshals had cunningly sited the restart at 
a viciously deep rut and despite the drying 
conditions we were not able to make the 
restart. Clearly stopping at exactly the 
best position is the way to go. Another 
lesson to learn. 
 
Waiting at the entrance to sections 12 to 
15 we were warned by an early runner 
that the sections were becoming 
impossible but we ventured in regardless. 
Indeed the sections in the middle of the 
woods were becoming difficult and there 
was little distance between the trees and 
the mud was very clingy and slippery. 
Eventually we got to the start of Beetle 
Drive and were very pleased to get a 6.  

Webleys Wobble demanded great care 
between the trees and proved too difficult 
for us to complete. Amazingly we cleared 
Falcons Folly missing all the trees en 
route. 
 
It was now getting late and the organizers 
sensibly decided to abandon the last four 
stages. Luckily help was at hand and the 
various 4x4s were able to assist many out 
of the woods. Due to the late hour and the 
long journey home regrettably we had to 
miss the prize giving and all the banter in 
the pub at the end finish.  
 
Congratulations to Dean Partington in his 
DP Wasp the overall winner. The Falcon 
Motor Club must also be congratulated, 
and all those involved thanked very much 
for putting such and enjoyable event and 
despite the inclement conditions I am sure 
the trial was enjoyed by all. 

James on  Chalk Hill 
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March 
Hare 
Trial 
 
Hill Farm 
 
 
 
Don Stringer 
& Stella Price, 
Austin 7 

 
 
 
Adrian Tucker-
Peake & Howard 
Benson,  
Peugeot 205 

 
 
Matthew Robson 
& Bryony 
Plumpton,  
Liege 



10 

Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 

Air bottle repairs & refills 
Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 

Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 
 

If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 

 
4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 

Junction 10, M5 
Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

 

A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN    ULTRABURN UNIT  NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 
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Pre-War to Liege Class 7 and 
the March Hare Trial 

by Kevin Barnes 
 

I t was on the MAC’s Clee Hills trial of 
2008 when I had to finally come to 
terms that I had no immediate access 
to a trials car after deciding to 

temporarily retire the family’s pre-war 
Singer 1.5 litre Le Mans. It had become 
increasing unreliable with an engine block 
and cylinder head that behaved more like 
a high pressure shower unit than a 
combustion engine just 1 mile from the 
start. 
 
The car had done well starting life in the 
1934 Ards Tourist Trophy race then 
competing in all the major pre-war classis 
trials and rallies in my grandfather Donald 
Barnes’s hands.  
 

This helped Singer and works teams win 
more awards than any other manufacturer 
at the time and subsequently post-war use 

on classic rallies, hillclimbs and the odd 
VSCC and MCC trials, thanks to the 
introduction of class 0. In the mean time I 
had been kept busy working on the car 
and marshalling at the odd motorsport 
event but I kept an eye out for a more 
modern mount to compete regularly in the 
MCC long distance and the ACTC one-
day trials calendar. 
 
In September 2008 eBay came up trumps 
and I was able to purchase Chris Sewell’s 
class 7 Liege of which I knew very little 
about other than parts were easily 
sourced, as in the main they were Reliant 
Robin or Suzuki based. Since purchasing 
the car I had only made small 
modifications, most noticeably to purchase 
the twin spare wheel carrier and additional 
wheels and the car remained at its lowest 
possible form of tune, which greatly 
increased my learning curve of class 7 
driving in a 850cc Robin Reliant powered 

car. 
 
After a couple of 
events my father 
who had been my 
usual passenger in 
the Singer joined me 
back on the trialling 
scene as we entered 
the 2009 Falcon 
Motor Club’s March 
Hare trial, which was 
a new event to us 
b o t h .  A s  w e 
c o n t i n u e d  t h e 
tradition of driving to 
and from events the 
day started off with 
an early start from 
the West Midlands 

and onto the motorway network driving 
onto the M1 which was a fairly unused 
route for me so had plumbed the trusty 
sat nav into the Liege to avoid any early 
morning brain cell use. This proved to be 
a bad decision when on the M1 it decided 
to take a walk off the windscreen and in 

Donald Barnes on the 1937 Colmore Trial, 
Juniper Hill 
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what seemed to be slow motion onto the 
motorway, which meant a quick pause for 
the collection of the bits and were off 
again to the start near J9 at the Watling 
Street Truck stop. A quick stop for 
scrutineering and a chat with fellow 
competitors including the 7 other Liege 
entries and we were off. 
 
The hills were generally challenging 
without being too rough and it started to 
make me realise just how many restarts 
had to be performed in class 7 which is 
something you don’t get as much 
experience with running in the pre-war 
class. Section 2, Chalk Hill, was my first 
mistake in not giving it enough “umph” up 
the steep deviation from the restart for 
classes 6-8. In the end only three cars in 
class 7 all Lieges made the climb but we 
couldn’t creep the rear wheels over the lip.  

Next to catch us out were the Brickhill 
sections, which after the first few cars 
went through the heavens opened up just 
to make things more interesting. On the 
2nd part I made things even more 
interesting by not fully releasing the 

handbrake off the restart, which meant we 
didn’t make it up the following bank taking 
our points total to 13. 
 
After the lunch break the rain had set in, 
which added to the highlights for us 
including the special test at Ivinghoe, 
which resembled more of an ice skating 
display, as cars slid from side to side as 
crews tried to negotiate the reverse back 
through the poles on line B. Later on this 
got cancelled from results but still provides 
good memories for the blast through the 
mud afterwards. 
 
We cleaned Hawbridge Lane and Hill 
Farm with its tricky restart and continued 
into the last four wooded sections which is 
where the whole trial seemed to gather 
over time in varying states of being stuck 
in the mud. We had a good run on a 

couple of the 
sections with 
good scores but 
t h e s e  g o t 
cancelled after 
things started to 
jam up and 
p e o p l e  g o t 
extracted by the 
t r us t y  La n d 
Rover support. 
 
In all the trial had 
a good mixture 
of true lanes and 
sections laid out 
on private land 
and a mid-placed 
class 7 result to 

improve on next time. We hope to be back 
next year with slightly better conditions 
something that the met office let alone 
organisers can predict. Congratulations to 
Steve “Tree Hugger” Kenny, Jack and 
Mark Endley on the Liege class 7 1-2-3. 
 
Thanks to all the marshals and organising 
team from Falcon Motor Club. 

Kevin & Terry Barnes on Chalk Hill  
(Photo: Dave Cook) 
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The Mechanics Trial  
by Martyn Halliday 

 

N igel Moss told me at this year’s 
Cotswold Clouds that the 
Mechanics Trial was a “nice little 
event that uses some of the old 

Cotswold Clouds hills – you will probably 
remember them”. Nice one Nigel, 
everybody loves being reminded just how 
old they are, but what he did not say was 
the Stroud Club had ordered a perfect 
clear sunny day for the event. Coupled 
with a good route card, interesting 
sections, pleasant and friendly marshals 
what more could anyone ask of any event. 
 
As we were running very early in the event 
we did not have any delays, so I have no 
idea how the later numbers faired. The 
start was well organised and after a natter 
to a few old friends, (some of us need 
large name tags to prevent the “I know 
that chap but what the hell is his name” 
syndrome) we were off to Tin Pan Alley.
We wondered why the hill is called Tin 
Pan Alley (or Tramp’s Delight – Wheelspin 
pages 98/99) but although the approach to 
the hill has altered since 1937 it is still a 
pleasant sunken lane that served as a 
gentle opening section, which nobody 
failed. 
 
On to Alf’s Delight (who was Alf and what 
was he delighted with?) The interesting 
very sharp right turn into the approach 
road caused a few cars to have a double 
take and that was before they reached the 
section begins board. The section itself is 
a long proper highway section with a very 
steep bank as the sting in its tail.  
 
Pete Hart (Marlin) told me that last year 
the trial was won and lost on the restart 
that took place on that bank. This year the 
marshal said that the area was very 
sensitive and we should stop blasting if we 
could not get of the restart within 10 
seconds. The restart was on the bend 
before the bank and did not cause too 

many problems. I thought the “carpet” to 
protect the grass on the common from tyre 
marks at the top was a wonderful way to 
overcome PR issues. 
 
Next was Boxwood, which I remember 
from the late 1970’s Cotswold Clouds. We 
now descend the old hill, which looks if it 
has been badly attacked by the 4WD 
brigade. Good to see Eric Wall 
marshalling the restart on the sharp left 
bend that forms part of this old highway. 
 
Back into Nailsworth, not for the Ladder 
but to Wood Lane. This is a slightly 
sunken track that crosses a field but with a 
restart for classes 7 and 8 and a few gates 
to close on the way out. No real issues but 
if it had rained it would have been a 
different story. 
 
Then to Mackhouse, which is another 
good old Clouds hill consisting of a stony 
rough track with a restart. I really have not 
got the hang of restarts yet – in my day I 
drove in class 5 and restarts were only for 
class 8. Approaching the restart I thought I 
should stop with my front wheels over the 
step and try to drive up the step on the 
drop of the flag. Wrong.  Talking to Simon 
Woodall later he said there is always room 
on the top of the step to stop with your 
back wheels just inside the line. Now I 
know….. 
 
On to Catswood which I vaguely 
remembered from the old days. Carol 
Foreshew said there had been a 
Catswood Trial back in the late seventies 
so I must have driven in the event at some 
time. That was no help on the four 
sections this time round. We had caught 
up with Pete and Carlie Hart in their Marlin 
just in time to see Pete tour up Don’t Blink 
(why not?) as if it was tarmac road. All the 
hills in Catswood are sub divided so in 
some cases I had difficulty in seeing the 
wood (posts) from the trees – that is my 
excuse. OAPs should be allowed to walk 
this type of hill first. The trial winner, Stuart 
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Roach in an HRG lost his only two marks 
in Catswood. 
 
Poor Bill Foreshew found a rather large 
badger’s hole on Angela’s (who is Angela 
and what was she doing in the woods to 
warrant a trials hill been named after her?) 
into which his Golden Valley Special 
nearly disappeared. Julian Lack in the 
Liege helped with the rescue and has a 
photograph of the hole to prove it. 
Unfortunately the radiator on Bill’s Special 
was mortally damaged and he had to 
retire. 
 
After Mini Hoskins, where I took the wrong 
route, the instructions required you to 
follow the exit arrows. I only saw one such 
arrow and as this took you past the foot of 
the first hill I thought we had wrong slotted 
but in fact we were correct. Now we 
descend the old Catswood trials hill.  It is 
still very rough but not as bad as when we 
had to climb it in the 1979 Clouds. On that 
particularly dark, wet and dirty evening we 
managed to rip off the nearside front 
suspension of our Midget. King Charles 
Lane on the other side of the valley had a 
restart on which I think classes 1 and 2 
had a choice of whether they did the 
restart or not. Far too complicated for me 
to understand at signing on and nothing to 
do with me anyway. 
 
On to the Greenway, 
which is on the outskirts 
of Cheltenham. The 
highway parts of these 
sections have some 
fearsome ruts and 
holes – so much for the 
l o c a l  h i g h w a y 
m a i n t e n a n c e .  T h e 
deviation on the first 
section included a restart 
that claimed the only 
marks that the best 
lady – Emma Robililard – 
lost all day. The third 
section in the group – 

cunningly called Greenway 3 had a 
special class 8 deviation and restart 
situated on a huge tree route. We got over 
the root but failed in the mud on the left 
hand bend. Only Simon Woodall, Roger 
Apew and Steve Johnson made it. 
 
Why do organisers put special tests in 
muddy holes? Burcombe Lane is an old 
highway with only two large puddles, so 
guess where the special test was? Ian 
Moss had the watch on a very slippery line 
C. The route then took us via the 
unsurfaced Old Bath Road (which we 
shared with a local motorcycle trial) on to 
Bull Banks. This was much drier than on 
the Clouds, with a special test from the 
restart line to the section ends. 
 
The final section was Viaduct. An old 
highway type section starting in a wood 
and then out through a boggy part and 
across a field to the section ends. A good 
section on which to finish the event. The 
sun was still shining so at the top we had 
our sandwiches talking to Pete and Carlie 
Hart. After 20 minutes no other cars had 
arrived so we assumed there must have 
been a delay somewhere. 
 
In summary Nigel Moss was right – a nice 
trial in Cotswold Clouds country. Thanks 
to the organisers - I would recommend the 
event to anyone. 

Martin on Wood Lane 
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The 2009 Mechanics Trial 
by Simon Woodall 

 

A  change of date from the 
crowded November schedule 
brought the Mechanics Trial to 
the middle of March, just five 

weeks after the Cotswold Clouds. A low 
(by Stroud standards) entry of 46 turned 
up at the SKF’s fine car park, the 
absentees curiously appearing to be the 
local Stroud regulars. I found myself failing 
scrutineering, much to my annoyance, on 
a side lamp bulb.  My annoyance was 
probably more about the fact that lights 
were being checked on an all daylight 
event than the actually failure of the bulb 
which, in the way of these things, despite 
refusing to respond to the traditional 
thumping of the unit during the 
scrutineer’s inspection fixed itself the 
moment I threatened it with the opening of 
the toolbox. Once on the road my 
equilibrium returned, although it seemed 
strange driving back over the M5 rather 
than heading along the traditional “Clouds” 
route through Frocester.  
 
Tin Pan Alley came first, and my initial 
reaction was “my how the trees have 
grown” and the grassy surface of the 
photograph of my father taken in 1938 had 
gone. But it did make a nice opener, as 
did the next section, Alf’s Delight this time 
with a restart at a point where it gets both 
tight and steep with just enough bite to 
catch out the unwary. The amusement 
however comes after the end of this public 
highway, where it exits onto a golf course 
and the organisers find themselves 
obliged to put a carpet down over the road 
to protect their precious grass from the 
depredations of trials cars.  
 
The route then starts its “tour of Cotswold 
Clouds hills without attempting them” as 
we pass the joint top of Axe and Crooked 
Mustard, join the main road resist the 
turning back that would have lead to Axe, 

but continue along the main road but 
shortly divert off down to Boxwell where a 
fairly simple track but for its hairpin is 
livened up, not just by a restart right on 
the hairpin, but the line itself is made 
tighter by the cunning positioning of the 
inner R-Board (penalty if touched). In 
theory, not difficult but definitely needed 
careful thought, and the correct approach 
line. With Boxwell behind the route 
returned to the A46 and the run into 
Nailsworth, with the same Clouds route 
instruction of R before Church, but instead 
of heading past the retail parks towards 
The Ladder, we did a sharp right into 
Wood Lane, where the section crosses a 
field of little gradient but much mud. It just 
shows the physiological nature of deep 
mud as there was much concern on the 
start line but the results show that only 
those who were clearly “having a bad day” 
got caught out.  
 
The Clouds theme continued with the ex 
Clouds section of Mackhouse. Whilst 
driving to the section, I was expecting the 
section to be one of the woodland bits to 
the left of the main track, but the trial was 
clearly still focused on traditional tracks, 
and we went up the original section, not 
difficult, but VERY rough and another 
restart line carefully chosen to ensure that 
suspension systems were completely 
wrongly aligned for smooth take off. The 
summit of Mackhouse takes us past the 
beautiful manor of Nether Lypiatt, home of 
Prince Michael of Kent, president of the 
MSA. I often wonder if the organisers 
have to PR the house, and if the prince, 
as patron, would dare to say no.  
 
The event now moved away from the 
lanes, and into Catswood woods where 
the awards were to be sorted out. The first 
of these was a quick blast up a gully, 
tricky on a tree root near the start, but not 
to taxing on the brain. The next was Don’t 
Blink, and was where it all went wrong for 
me. There was plenty of grip, but on a 
projecting tuft of something, the front 
wheels were launched into the air, and at 
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the same time, the car twisted to the left 
into the path of an oncoming tree which 
slammed itself into the front of the car. 
The car bounced back off the tree, but as I 
put my foot on the brake to stop us, it 
slipped behind the pedal at the same time 
twisting my leg across the handbrake. 
Thus we were rolling back downhill with 
any apparent means of retardation, I 
swung the car across the track where 
another tree was minding its own 
business, but it did have the courtesy to 
assist in the matter albeit to the detriment 
of the rear of the car, especially the oil 
filter and its mounting bracket. I am 
extremely grateful to those that came to 
my assistance especially the hill marshal, 
(although he did blot his copybook by 
ruling that the accident was NOT the fault 
of the tree - which was going about its 
normal business - and therefore I was not 
entitled to another go!) An inspection of 
the engine established that although the 
oil filter was badly crushed, it was still 
performing its basic function and a bit of 
wire created a temporary mounting and 
we proceeded on our way.  
 
We dropped 5 on the next hill, Angela’s, 
whilst I regained my composure, blasted 
up Sapsed Surprise and then came to the 
restart  on Min i-Hoskin,  which 
demonstrated the old adage of “they never 
learn” where we launched the car off the 
restart with a wheelie that would have 
made even Harvey Waters jealous. 
Barbara said it ”stupid”, I said it was 
“getting back in the saddle”. Out of the 
woods we were back on the Clouds trail 
as we descended Catswood, and old 
section, but known to most more as the 
rough track that leads up to Merve’s 
Swerve. The Blakeley family were 
marshalling King Charles Lane at the foot 
of Catswood, and Alex was in charge of a 
noise meter, checking cars as they pulled 
off the restart. His enthusiasm for seeing 
me ascend made him forget to reset the 
meter after the previous competitor, which 
was probably just as well after the 

damage done to the exhaust in the woods.  
 
A break from the action led the trial to the 
outskirts of Cheltenham, and the 
Greenway group. Two laid sections in the 
rough land were very dry, although 
another tight restart on the first caused a 
challenge for the longer vehicles.  The real 
Greenway Lane is rough, but in the dry 
one could just let the suspension soak up 
the twists, until the class 8 diversion and 
restart appeared. At first glance it seemed 
that the section went though a huge bomb 
hole, but closer inspection revealed that 
immediately after the line a sharp left was 
called for round the back of a couple of 
trees that seemed closer together than the 
width of a Buggy. But first we had to leave 
the restart. At first the car did not seem to 
want to go, but some energetic bouncing 
got it creeping forward, then grip was 
found, round the trees, further apart than 
first appeared, and out. Much to my 
surprise we were then greeted by the 
combined applause of the marshals and 
photographers as it turned out that we 
were the first to succeed in this test.  
 
A run down the A417 took us to the test at 
Burcombe Lane, which seemed to be of 
the “go fast and get very muddy, or slower 
and cleaner” variety. At first I though that 
we had seemed to go a long way out of 
the way just for this test, but then a 
delightful run down a green lane 
describing itself as the Old Bath Road and 
quickly we were back on the Clouds 
theme with arrival at Bull Banks. A sting 
had been introduced to the restart by 
making it the start of the second test, but I 
refused to be rushed as I have always 
believed that trickling is the secret of 
success on this challenge. Finally the 
Viaduct was bone dry and claimed no 
scalps at all. The finish at Minchinhampton 
provided us with a little unexpected action 
as a fight broke out between watchers of 
the football on the big screen TV, which 
just goes to show that you can rely of the 
Stroud club to think of everything! 
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Mechanics Trial 2009 
by Dave Sargeant 

 

I  havn’t competed on this event since 
2002 when the event really had just 
begun. It was an extremely rough event 
back then, so I didn’t know what to 

expect from it this time. Living not far from 
the Stroud area I thought I would enter the 
event and my next-door neighbour, who 
had always wanted to navigate for me 
seized the opportunity to come with me. 
 
I received the entry list and what seems to 
be a similar pattern for me lately I was 
right at the end of the trial very last car, 
except for two newcomers in Jago Jeeps, 
not that I saw much of them during the 
trial as they constantly got lost and missed 
most of the hills. There were supposed to 
be 5 cars in class 4 but only 3 actually 
took part, including Emma Robilliard and 
John White in his immaculate Beetle. I 
didn’t see either as they were such early 
numbers so I had no idea how they were 
getting on up front, I prefer trials that run 
in classes so you can see what everyone 
else is doing. 
 
The weather being so dry was bound to 
restrict the tyre pressures as it had on the 
Cotswold clouds a few weeks earlier and I 
wasn’t to be disappointed. 
 
Scrutineering passed off smoothly with 
only 45 cars to do, so was quite quiet, 
especially as my car refused to start when 
it got hot so had to have a bump start from 
the scrutineers - many thanks. Off we 
went to Tin Pan Alley, I hadn’t done this 
hill before but it was pretty uneventful and 
didn’t stop anyone. 
 
On to Alf’s Delight and there was a long 
wait here in the farmyard. This hill I have 
known in the past to have lots of deep 
mud in the bottom making the start really 
tricky, not so now, how the hills seem to 
be changing as the weather is drier. Again 
there was no problem for many even with 
a restart. 

Boxwell I remember from a few years ago, 
again no problems here. The restart was 
high up and the tricky part was turning left 
after it without mounting the bank 
opposite. 
 
Wood Lane brought no problems for us 
again, so onward to Mackhouse. I have 
climbed this many a time on the Cotswold 
Clouds and knew what to expect and it 
was very rough particularly where Colin 
Perryman was marshalling the restart, but 
we got through without any problems, I felt 
sorry for Phillip Buckle in the Citroen who 
just parked in the wrong place at the start 
line and couldn’t get away, only to roll 
back and go straight up. 
 
Then we entered the wooded area with 5 
hills in a row, this is the area that would 
sort out the order of awards for the day. 
 
Don’t Blink was the first hill, this started 
with a sharp right-hander up a steep bank. 
It is quite a short greasy section with lots 
of tree roots and we were allowed 10psi 
here, I watched the BMW of Reg Salway 
struggle on the corner up to a 9 and Phillip 
Buckle with the Citroen up to a 10, not 
good omens I thought, I didn’t fare much 
better sticking on a tree root and getting 
an 8, the first points of the day, Emma had 
a clear and John dropped 5 here in class 
4. David Hazelden and Nick Cleal both 
were clear in class 1, Emma Wall and 
Steve Potter both cleared in class 2, class 
3 Stuart Deacon and Paul Eamer both had 
impressive climbs in their Escorts, nearly 
all of class 7 and 8 climbed this as well as 
the only entry in class 5, Stuart Roach. 
 
Infinity and Beyond was the next hill, a 
nice twisty hill through the trees, which 
caught out quite a few, indeed only 12 of 
the 45 cleaned it, including Emma in class 
4. Both John White and myself got to the 
4. I witnessed a great climb here from 
Stuart Deacon who I have to say made it 
look very easy. 
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Angela’s was again quite a twisty hill with 
a difficult right-hander to start.  It levels off 
at the 5 marker then goes hard left and 
straight up. Stuart Deacon again drove 
this really well and cleared the section, as 
did Emma Wall in the Austin Seven. In 
class 4 Emma and John both cleaned this 
section but we really struggled to get 
going up the first part of the hill and the 
clutch certainly earns its day. We got onto 
the level and gave it everything, but 
stopped nearly on the 4 board. 
 
Sapsed’s Surprise came next and it is 
very similar to Don’t Blink, but with more 
of a run up, which didn’t help as I 
oversteered into the corner and missed 
the ruts completely. By the time I got back 
on the correct path the momentum had 
gone giving us a nasty 7. Great climb from 
Emma in class 4 and she was one of only 
8 in the whole trial to clear this section, the 
others being Simon Woodall and Nigel 
Moss from class 8 and Pete Hart, Brian 
Phipps, Murray Montgomery-Smith, Derek 
Tyler and Mal Allen in class 7. Stuart 
Roach picked up a 1 here and this was 
only his second and last point of the day. 
 
Mini Hoskin was a great hill and for me it 
was the best hill of the trial. It started off 
quite steep on slippery track then went 
along way up until turning off the track to 
the right very steep onto a bank with a 
restart only for class 7 and 8, then into a 
bowl and out. I managed to climb this one 
as did Emma in class 4, unusually David 
Hazelden was beaten by his fellow class 1 
competitors here, James Shallcross and 
Nick Cleal clearing the section with David 
dropping 2. Emma Wall had a great climb 
in class 2 again here. King Charles Lane 
didn’t pose much of a threat to many 
competitors, with most of the trial clearing 
it. 
 
There was a bit of a hold up then for the 
Greenway Lane sections, which gave us a 
chance to stretch our legs and grab a bite 
to eat. Greenway Lane 1 was a nice hill, 

quite twisty and with an awkwardly placed 
restart, which on approach didn’t look 
wide enough for the car, it was and we 
had no real trouble getting away and 
clear. Emma uncharacteristically dropped 
6 here, and so did Terry Coventry in class 
8. 
 
Greenway Lane 2 was a fun hill with the 
most mud I had seen all day, however 
there was plenty of grip and even with 
16psi we sailed on to the top as did most 
of the entry. 
 
Greenway 3 was short with a restart for all 
classes, although class 8 had a much 
more difficult one by the look of the 
results. Simon Woodall took class 8 here 
when the others failed the restart. Most of 
class 3 struggled with only 3 cars getting 
off the restart including Stuart Deacon and 
Tony Underhill in their Escorts and Reg 
Salway in his BMW. Emma Wall also 
dropped 6 here but she had plenty of air 
between her and her fellow class 2 
competitors. 
 
Bull Banks proved to be much easier than 
in February on the Cotswold Clouds trial 
and didn’t catch many out, even with 14psi 
in our rear tyres. Viaduct was the last hill 
and there were no problems here with 
only 3 cars failing it. 
 
The results showed the usual suspects 
winning their respective classes, David 
Hazleden winning class1, Emma Wall 
class 2, Stuart Deacon class 3, Emma 
Robilliard class 4, Stuart Roach the only 
class 5 entrant winning the overall event, 
Pete Hart class 7 and Simon Woodall by 1 
point from Nigel Moss class 8. 
 
Overall a very well organised trial as you 
would expect from the Stroud club, good 
hills, great weather, shame there wasn’t a 
bigger entry and I think running in class 
order would level everyone’s chances on 
the hills. I will no doubt return next year. 
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Red rag to a bull – or a challenge I 
couldn’t resist! Part 3 

by Jonathan Toulmin 
 

T he project to fit an MG Montego 2-
litre fuel-injected engine with 5-
speed gearbox into my Marlin 
continued. Having settled the 

positioning of the engine and gearbox in 
the chassis, and having removed all the 
bodywork, and after some delay because 
of too much work, and not enough play – I 
took the car to the well known kit car 
specialists in Yorkshire who, I thought, 
would know about Marlins. They were to 
make and fit new front and rear bulkheads 
(out of steel instead of aluminium), a 
tunnel around the rather bulky and heavy 
gearbox, together with a suitable mounting 
for the back of the gearbox onto the tunnel 
or floor, and new steel floors. In addition, I 
asked them to make and fit a radius rod 
each side for rear axle location and a 
panhard rod, so that the rear axle – 
transmitting all this extra torque (?) – 
would stay in the right place. Whilst they 
had the car, I asked to fit a new 
windscreen as the old one was cracked 
and chipped. I had fitted one to another 
Marlin that I had built, and it was a job that 
I did not enjoy doing, was rather messy 
(using vast quantities of black silicon 
rubber sealant, and took far too long – I 
thought that they might do a nice and tidy 
job of it. 
 
I collected the car two or three weeks later 
on a Sunday afternoon – another mistake! 
There seemed to be only the tea boy there 
to hand over the car, which was not really 
ready anyway. One glance told me that 
they had made a complete cock up of the 
windscreen with black silicon rubber 
everywhere! He told me that, when it was 
properly dry, it could be easily removed  - I 
doubted it! I got the car home, but again, 
and most unfortunately, the need to earn a 
wage got in the way of things, and the car 
(without bodywork) was left in the corner 
of the garage for a year or two! 

Then I decided that life was passing me 
by, with a half built trials car in the garage 
and a little single-seater racing car 
alongside it, neither of which were being 
used – my motorsport career seemed to 
be over. An opportunity arose to take early 
retirement with a modest cash lump sum, 
so I took it! Work could recommence on 
the Marlin project at last. 
 
However, I was to find that the Yorkshire 
company, who were supposed to know all 
about Marlins, had made a few mistakes! 
Apart from the windscreen, which did 
clean up after only a few hours (!) work, 
there were other more serious issues. 
They had stood the engine more upright 
by packing up the nearside engine 
mounting with a mass of washers, cut to a 
“C” shape to save taking the mounting off. 
I assume they did this to simplify the 
gearbox mounting which they made, but 
the plenum chamber was now almost 
touching the steering column. The 
washers were removed, and a minor 
modification made to the gearbox 
mounting. The rear axle trailing arms were 
attached to very flimsy brackets welded to 
the axle chasing, and not very substantial 
brackets welded to the chassis. The 
trailing arms were thrown away! The 
panhard rod was too short and the bracket 
had been welded to the chassis in the 
wrong place. It was too short, so the rod 
was not parallel to the ground, and on full 
bump the bracket would guillotine off the 
handbrake cable, so I sawed that off and 
threw the bar away. (PS I have a ‘perfect’ 
panhard rod and two trailing arms for a 
Marlin for not too much money!). In 
refitting the rear shock absorbers, they 
had used a mix of metric and imperial 
bolts, and in one case had forced a metric 
nut onto a UNF bolt to the detriment of 
both. I have already mentioned the 
propshaft that was less than a good idea. 
They also made a hash of the new 
bulkhead behind the engine. It looked fine, 
but when I came to fit the engine 
compartment sides, the alignment was not 
right at all, and the two bonnet rails that 
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attach to the bulkhead could not be 
aligned with the front cowl, so neither the 
sides nor the bonnet would fit! Luckily, the 
bulkhead was too high, so it was only (2 
days work) necessary to remove the new 
bulkhead and cut about half an inch off the 
bottom of it and refit it. Rather than 
removing the brake pipes, they just cut 
them off, so I had make new ones of 
those, but to be honest I probably would 
have do so anyway. 
 
Having attended to these small matters, I 
was able to get on with the interesting 
work – making new fuelling, cooling and 
exhaust systems, and the electrical work. I 
decided to start at the back of the car and 
worked on the fuel system. Many Marlins 
suffer from hot fuel handling problems (the 
fuel in the feed pipes gets too hot and 
vapourises), and, to my surprise, the 
owner of the O series fuel injected version 
that lives near the M25 told me that his car 
can also suffer from the problem in heavy 
traffic. Clearly something had to be done. 
The standard fuel pipe run on a Marlin is 
along the top of the transmission tunnel. 
The tunnel runs very warm, so I decided 
to run the pipe on the outside of the 
chassis, below the driver’s door. The fuel 
pump was mounted below the boot floor 
along side the fuel tank, and the fuel filter 
outside the body, behind and below the 
headlight, with the pipe entering the 
engine compartment only a couple of 
inches or so from the fuel rail. The spill 
return from the fuel rail I ran down the 
passenger side under the wing so that 
would pick up as little heat as possible. 
(Some re-circulating fuel systems have 
been known to cause the fuel tank 
contents to boil!). The return pipe was 
plumbed through the fuel tank gauge unit, 
so no modifications to the actual tank 
were necessary. Many years ago, when 
building a go-kart, I tried to braze a union 
into a lawn mower petrol tank. I washed 
the tank out with paraffin, and then soapy 
water, and then left it for 3 days in the 
airing cupboard to thoroughly dry out. 
Mother was unimpressed by all the sheets 

and towels smelling of petrol for weeks. 
With the lawn mower tank completely dry 
and ‘aired’, I put the welding touch to it, 
and it promptly blew up! 
 
Whilst messing about with the fuel gauge 
tank unit, I decided that I wanted a 
reasonably accurate fuel gauge (few 
Marlins seem to have a reliable gauge as 
the Ford tank unit doesn’t work with a 
Marina gauge). So I changed the tank 
sensor unit at the same time. 
 
Then I turned my attention to the cooling 
system. Curiously, on version 2 of the ‘O’ 
series engine, the ‘bottom’ hose (which 
takes water from the bottom of the radiator 
to the water pump) is higher up the engine 
than the ‘top’ hose. Retaining the existing 
radiator (which was a high efficiency one 
from an Austin 1800), the top hose 
connection was very straightforward, but 
the distance between the water pump 
inlet, which came out at an odd angle, and 
the bottom of the radiator was the 
proverbial mile. A connection to the heater 
was also needed. Another issue to be 
addressed was the water filler. On many 
Marlins, the radiator cap is very difficult to 
reach, being under the front cowl. The 
solution was actually simple. I got a 
company to make a sort of very tall swirl 
pot with a radiator cap on the top and 
appropriately hose connections, using a 
Montego hose onto the water pump, and a 
straight length of hose running under the 
engine mounting onto the bottom of the 
radiator. Even with the high efficiency 
radiator, the car was slightly prone to over 
heating with the old engine and, although 
the new engine would be more efficient 
and reject less heat to the coolant, I did 
not want any overheating problems, so I 
fitted an extra electric cooling fan – a new 
high-powered ‘pusher’ one in front of the 
radiator, and the existing smaller electric 
‘puller’ fan just squeezed in between the 
radiator and the steering rack. 
 
Progress was now really being 
made……………to be continued 
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The 2009 Kyrle Trial 
 
Experiences of a novice passenger/
navigator in Richard Houlgate’s Marlin, 
No.44 
 

R ichard asked me to accompany 
him on the trial. I was keen to 
go with him since it is one of the 
few branches of motorsport of 

which I have had no experience. Shortly 
before the event the finals arrived; our 
competition number, 44, happens to be 
my lucky number so the omens were 
looking good. 
 
The car, Richard told me, was a Marlin – 
which I had never heard of. To me, a 
marlin is either a sea fish with a long spike 
on its nose or a spike used by seafarers to 
splice ropes. 
 
Well, we arrived at the start and the first 
thing I learned was that a Marlin has a 
very hot exhaust pipe on the passenger’s 
side – I burned my leg on the damned 
thing. This was looking like a steep 
learning curve. We signed on with 
scrutineers and everything was in order. 
 
We set off with me responsible for getting 
Richard and the Marlin to the first section. 
We arrived with no problem and 
attempted section 1, Griffins 
Grave. This was successful and 
on we went to Widow Maker. As I 
was about to learn, this section 
has a restart. All was going well 
until we had to stop at the restart 
line. The Marlin refused to get 
moving again, despite much 
coaxing from Richard and 
bouncing from me.  
 
The next three sections were 
attempted with varying degrees of 
success, until we got to the special 
test Alpha. This, being run against 
the clock, was more like what I’m 
used to – I was egging Richard no 
end to go faster. 

Next came section 6, Jack, followed by 
Jill. Richard managed to get the Marlin 
just past the 3 marker, when the car was 
suddenly engulfed in smoke and Richard 
complained that his clutch had gone. 
That’s what we thought. After a real 
struggle to get a clutch-less car down a 
steep slope of moguls, we began to 
investigate the cause of the trouble. The 
clutch itself was OK, but the heat from 
‘that hot exhaust’ had melted the hydraulic 
pipe between the master cylinder and the 
slave cylinder. 
 
Then I knew why Richard asked me along. 
As I am a garage owner with the 
necessary skills, I quickly made a 
successful repair and after about 20 
minutes we were attempting the next 
section, Jill. The repair held together and 
we were able to continue with the rest of 
the competition – the car ran perfectly for 
the remainder of the day.  
 
Richard and I had a very enjoyable trial 
and the weather was superb. A big thank 
you to the organisers and marshals for 
putting on such an excellent event. 
 
Simon Price 

Richard & Simon on Jack 
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Kyrle Trial 
photos by  
Chris Burge 
 

Jack or Jill? 
 
 
 

Dave Foreshew, 
Dingo 

 
 
 
 
Terry Coventry, 
class 8 Marlin 

 
 
 
 
 
Timothy Withy, 

Hillman Imp 
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Lands 

 
 
Sutcombe 

 
 

Colin Biles & 
Dick Munns,  

MG Midget 

Peter & Shari 
Adams, Cox Triumph 

 
Patrick Lloyd-
Jacob, 
Triumph 
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End Trial 

 
 
Blue Hills  

 
 

Ivan & Sky 
Sharrock,  

HRG 1500 

Keith Pettit & Nick 
Wilmshurst,  

Austin-Healey Sprite 

 
 
Keith & Peter 
Aldridge, 
Armstrong 
MT500 
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Lands End 
Blue Hills 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill & Will Rosten,  
Hillman Imp 

 
 
 

Mark & Neil 
Worsfold, 

Liege 
 
 

 
 
 
Mike Collins, 
VW Golf 
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40 YEARS ON…….. (or An 
Experiment in Nostalgia!) 

by Tim Kemp 
 

I n February 1967, I was at a boarding 
school reading a copy of Motorcycle 
Sport, willing the time to pass quickly to 
my 16th birthday and my chance to 

obtain my motorcycle licence. (For 
younger readers: In those days you could 
pass the motorcycle test for unlimited cc 
machines if you could read a number plate 
at the required distance and ride around 
the block without falling off…… those 
were the days!) 
 
Anyway back to 1967. The magazine had 
an article entitled ‘Experiment in Nostalgia’ 
about the restoration of a 1949 Triumph 
Trophy 500 rigid and exploits in the ISDT 
and MCC trials. This inspired me so much 
that when I reached my 16th birthday and 
passed my test a week later, I set about 
trying to find a rigid Trophy. I failed in that 
quest but instead found at Harrison’s (a 
now defunct dealer in High Wycombe) a 
1946 Triumph Speed Twin for the princely 
sum of £12.00. So it was that I entered my 
first MCC Trial on the Speed Twin, starting 
from the Heston Service area. I was given 
much help and encouragement from what 
seemed l ike ‘old grey haired 
competitors’ (I remember the revered Jack 
Pouncy giving me advice). Of course in 
2009 I am now one of those ‘old grey 
haired’ competitors! 
 
Between 1969 and 1982 I entered many 
MCC trials on a variety of machines with 
varying degrees of success. So after a 
break of 27 years, for some reason this 
year, I had the inexplicable urge to get 
cold, tired and muddy in the West 
Country. So I entered the 2009 Lands End 
with the intention of using my Triumph 
Metisse. However on reflection I decided 
that it would be more interesting to re-live 
my first MCC Trial and would be more of a 
challenge to use a rigid frame machine. 

Hence the rather hurried preparation of a 
1950 Ariel red Hunter 500…… 
 
This should have been a simple task, 
change the tyres, sprocket, get it charging, 
tax and MOT, but it wasn’t. Having 
changed the sprockets the gearbox 
decided to go on strike, loosing second 
gear. I thought, no problem, I have 
another Ariel and spare gearbox bits. I 
was wrong; the internals did not 
interchange, being different models of 
Burman box. This prompted a full gearbox 
rebuild with parts supplied by Draganfly 
Motorcycles to wide ratio specification. 
Then I came to the charging side of 
things: Magdyno units of the 1950s period 
don’t produce very generous amounts of 
power and this dynamo did not produce 
any. Time to torture the credit card again 
and buy one of the excellent German 
made mag/alternator conversions, which 
at least would give me 12 volts and 
hopefully reasonable lights. This is now a 
week before Easter. The Mag/alternator 
was ordered from Germany and the light 
bulbs (12 volt LED tail and halogen 35/35 
head light) from a UK supplier. Sad to 
report that the German unit arrived via 
UPS in time, but the Bulbs from ‘Bucks’ 
via the post office did not (finally arriving 
the Wednesday after Easter after a bit of 
telephone prompting). 
 
The only Pre focus bulbs (for the original 
headlight) I could get locally were 50 watt. 
The maximum output of the alternator is 
60 watts. The result of this was that at low 
revs the battery discharged causing 
problems later……. 
 
Anyway the day of the trial dawned and all 
seemed prepared. I found my old ex-army 
map case (as first used in 1969) for my 
route cards and set off to Michaelwood 
Services. Arriving there I realised that the 
same spirit is alive in MCC events that I 
first experienced at Heston Service area 
some 40 years ago. The only real 
advance is that now many competitors 
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have handle bar mounted illuminated ‘roll 
on’ route cards. A vast improvement on 
me having to stop, remove gloves, open 
the map case, put on necessary reading 
glasses and hold a torch! 
 
The ride from the start to the Bridgewater 
control was fairly uneventful except after 
dark, finding that the lights were only 
effective at high engine revs as the battery 
had already discharged. The real highlight 
of this ride was a beautiful sunset, which 
silhouetted Glastonbury Tor. 
 
After a welcome coffee and Bacon 
Sandwich at Bridgewater, I re-started at 
10.31pm. The run to Felons Oak was 
without incident except the lack of 
headlight power, which made the 
instruction in the route card about using 
dipped headlights somewhat irrelevant! 
 
Felons Oak: I am sure it is a very 
interesting Hill, but with virtually no light at 
low revs I did not see much of it! The 
result is that I footed! Not such a good 
start. 
 
Crook Horn Hill observed test was also an 
exercise in Braille but went OK. After this 
test I met up with competitors 57, David 
Sullivan on a Honda CRM250 and 58, 
Peter Eden on a Serrow Yamaha. They 
kindly let me tag on with them during the 
road sections, so that I could ‘use’ their 
headlights and give my battery a chance 
to charge up. This was a great help, so 
thanks chaps.  
 
I followed on with them and just before the 
rest halt there was a little excitement when 
David’s rear tyre rapidly deflated, he did 
extremely well to hold the machine. After a 
fruitless attempt to repair the tyre with a 
can of tyre weld, the wheel had to come 
out and a new tube fitted. While fitting the 
tube the police arrived rather bemused as 
to why so many motorcycles were on their 
patch! 
 

Beggars Roost: The minute I arrived at the 
hill, old memories came flooding back. I 
think 40 years ago I approached this 
famous hill with trepidation, this time I set 
off with hope and enthusiasm, only to 
bounce off a rock near the top and put 
down a precautionary foot. Blast! 
 
Rodneys Revenge: Stoppped, my own 
fault. I stopped at the ‘car only’ stop and 
restart by mistake, having not read the 
route card… (note to self: must get one of 
those new fangled roller route card 
things!) 
 
Cutliffe Lane: Stopped, can’t remember 
why! 
 
Sutcombe Hill: Cleaned, that’s better. Very 
welcome coffee and sandwich at the top 
especially as the temperature has 
dropped considerably. 
 
Darracott: footed, don’t remember doing 
so, but surely must have. 
 
Crackington: Stopped, ran out of steam 
and cross rutted 
 
Warleggan: Messed up re-start. Must get 
better. At least the sun is up and the 
temperature is rising 
 
Ladyvale: Clean. (Hurrah!) 
 
Hoskins Hill: Clean 
 
Bishopswood Test: No drama. 
 
Bishopswood: Clean. 
 
The weather now is truly glorious, blue sky 
and wonderful views while queuing for 
Bluehills. By the time I reached that 
famous Hill, I had mixed emotions. In 
some ways glad to be near the end but at 
the same time invigorated and wanting to 
do more. 
 
Bluehills (1): Clean, great joy.  
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The link section between Bluehills 1 and 2 
nearly ended in disaster as a spectator 
stepped out in front of me. I missed him 
but only just! 
 
Bluehills (2): Clean, again joy. 
 
Quiet ride to the finish and sign off. I really 
enjoyed the ride and the weather was very 
good. After sign off I decided to adjust the 
chain, pump up the tyres and head for 
home. The 260-mile ride home was in 
perfect weather and great fun. I kept off 
the motorways (except the Severn Bridge, 

back into Wales) and arrived home early 
evening. The old Ariel had used two pints 
of oil and averaged 76 miles per gallon 
and had not let me down. I arrived home 
tired but happy and pleased to know that 
the same spirit of mutual help and 
encouragement in these events really 

does exist. I also met some old friends 
that I have not seen for years. Did I enjoy 
my return to MCC events? Well, of course 
I did. See you on the Edinburgh……… 
 
Just thought you might like to hear that 
being a ‘gluten for punishment’, Easter 
Monday saw me at Red Marley Hill Climb 
competing on my girder forked 1939 
Aerial. I think the race commentator noted 
that I rode the steepest part (known as the 
pimple) like a trial section! Old habits die 
hard. 
 

   
 
 

Tim’s bikes 
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Lands End 2009 
by Chris Poel 

 

W ith any form of competition 
early, meticulous preparation 
is always the key ingredient 
especially for a long 

endurance event like MCC trials. 
Unfortunately my Lands End attempt 
turned out to be something of a last 
minute panic!! I was all set to ride my 
father’s XR250 Honda, as my little XL185 
was out of commission due to electrical 
trouble. This was fine but when my friend 
Mark Daniell insisted the little XL would be 
more suitable, I had no option but to try 
and make a damn good effort to ride it.  

 
So on Tuesday, I took the XL to friend Rex 
Caunt of Rex Caunt Racing who is not 
only a great engineer but also a superb 
problem solver. With Rex burning the 
midnight oil, I collected the now fixed XL 
on Thursday morning at 7am and raced 
home in the hope it would fly through an 
MOT. I had to work during the day but I 
left the bike and picked her up at 5.30 with 
a pass ticket. Home and dry I thought!!! 
Having had a last minute run around to 
get the XL fit for the road I had still not 
finalised either my bike or myself for the 
trial. 

 
That evening I swapped the lightly used 
tyres off my Montesa and carefully went 
over the bike before starting to look at the 
route. I got to bed at 2.30am. Not ideal 
preparation really but I was confident all 
was finally sorted. 

 
Friday prior to the event would normally 
consist of calmly driving down to the start, 
but this year the nightmare continued in 
the form of a front flat tyre - obviously 
didn’t do as good a job as I’d  thought!!. 
By 11.30 all troubles had been rectified 
and the van loaded to go. The journey to 
the start from the Midlands always 
encounters heavy traffic making it a long 
and often exhausting journey and that’s 

just getting to the start!. With a fairly 
straight run we arrived at Plusha in time to 
enjoy a Subway sandwich.  

 
Friends Tom Collett and Mark Daniell and 
I entered as a team and rode round 
together. We all had our individual jobs, 
Mark being the most keen would handle 
the map reading, my job was to keep Mark 
on track but to be honest, my memory is 
appalling and I was of very little help. Tom 
was purely there for comical purposes. He 
is so relaxed. I don’t think he navigated 
once on the 300-mile journey.  
 
We left the start at Plusha at 18.59 
prompt. I always find it takes sometime to 
adjust to the distances of MCC events. 
The long road mileage got me thinking 
and contemplating things that normally I 
wouldn’t have considered. With daylight 
dwindling, Mark and I started to realise 6 
volt lights really are no fun and Tom was 
not faring much better. We arrived at our 
first stop at Bridgewater at about 22.15, 
went through scrutineering and clocked in. 
Had a very welcome English breakfast 
and sat and warmed up a little prior to 
making some quick adjustments before 
the start of the sections. 
 
At 23.19 we headed off having collected 
our timecard. With the miles already 
covered, we had not as yet seen even one 
section. Normally I like to use the first 
couple of sections to get used to the bike 
as these tend to be a little more gentle in 
comparison with those later on in the trial. 
We arrived at Felons Oak I made my way 
to the start and when instructed, 
approached the section in a confident 
mood. This section was quite rocky but 
nothing that was too problematic, that was 
until I came to the most awkward restart. 
At this point you have about 2 seconds to 
plan your route before it is too late. I 
ended up placing myself in a sort of v 
shape, which seemed to me to be the best 
take-off point. When the flag dropped I 
pulled away, letting the feeble power of 
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the XL find grip. This was all going well 
until my back wheel spun on the left part 
of the v rock slab, which was exceptionally 
slippery and the back end stepped down 
forcing me to take an enthusiastic ‘works 
dab’. At this point I was out of the restart 
box and a little surprised as it seemed the 
hard work was done. With a stuttering 
push and plenty of clutch slip I pulled 
away and found the rest of the hill to be 
fairly tame (in comparison!).  
 
I continued to the top and spoke to Mark 
about the section, I thought I was within 
the 3-meter peg but who can be 100% 
when it’s dark? It turned out Mark needed 
more than a dab and used his knee which 
he was nothing short of convinced was a 
fail. Within minutes Tom arrived saying 
nothing, which is not uncommon. Although 
young Tom was quiet he was however 
trouble-free and sailed up on his 125cc 2 
stroke with out even a wobble. Shortly 
after Felons Oak we arrived at the first of 
two special tests. It was a simple format 
and normally is straightforward. Mark and 
I were checking our route map in order 
that we understood what to do. Tom, 
however, had a problem when he forgot to 
roll back over line B before continuing. 
This was very annoying given that he was 
having such a good ride. 
 
Fuel tends to prove a problem for both 
Tom and Mark, especially on the long run 
before fuelling at Barbrook. We had been 
going for 60 miles from Bridgewater and it 
was a grinding ride buzzing along at 
40mph. About 1/2 mile from the stop we 
were altogether and appeared to have 
made it to the fuel station without incident. 
When we arrived, I darted for the nearest 
pump to hear, “Where’s Tom” Mark asked. 
“Just behind us, isn’t he?” I replied. 30 
seconds passed and we were just about 
to go in search of him when in the 
distance Tom was spotted pushing his 
Husky along side the road towards the 
garage.  
 

After Mark and I had refuelled and while 
trying to aid Thomas, Mark noticed that his 
front tyre was flat and the rim tape was 
hanging outside of the rim. Mark 
investigated: “How long has the front been 
flat Tom?” “Urrr, not sure” came the reply. 
“Was it flat at the special test?” “Urrr, 
thought something was odd.” The special 
test was about 18 miles back and young 
Thomas kept riding, saying nothing and 
keeping to the speed!  
 
Tom went to pay for his fuel, which I am 
sure hurt as it was drinking almost double 
what was going in my little XL. Whilst Tom 
counted the pennies Mark and I tried to 
sort his tyre problem. Tom had no way of 
getting the front wheel off the bike and as 
it is an enduro bike, none of our spanners 
or allen keys would fit. We decided to blow 
as much air in with a compressor and 
hope it would hold for a while. We finally 
got around 40psi safely inside, and 
thought this should hopefully get him a 
little further towards the finish.  
 
After the long ride through the night we 
made it to daylight with Tom’s front tyre 
still at 40psi and having done about half a 
dozen sections to test our skills. It was 
such a relief to get through the night 
without losing a medal - poor lights on the 
bike and tiredness at its peak is when 
mistakes are likely to happen. Although 
we had no more problems in the sections 
we were running a little late and were 
often among the cars, which we would 
have to push past when queuing for the 
sections.   
 
Before long Tom had a rear puncture. 
Again, with no available tools to remove 
the rear wheel either, we thought it best to 
continue to the next stop before attempts 
were made to deal with it. Tom continued 
mostly on opposite lock as the tyre tried to 
make its way off the side of the rim. The 
camber in the road would affect which way 
his lock would be, this was exceptionally 
spectacular, Tom doing a sterling job to 
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hang on to her and with passing motorists 
amazed with the chaos that was 
happening under their noses. Although 
Tom was without doubt having a harder 
time riding; he was only 5mph slower with 
a flat than without. Eventually the constant 
tugging and sliding took its toll and Tom 
began to have arm-pump trouble. The 
final straw came when Mark looked 
behind to see Tom completely sideways in 
the centre of the road hanging on for dear 
life. Something had to be done! 
 
“We’ll pack it” Mark said. This seemed a 
good temporary solution, I had heard of 
people on the Dakar doing this! Tom 
started getting the one side of the tyre off 
(with Mark’s tyre levers) whilst Mark and I 
went in search of some long grass. The 
only thing we could find was dead 
bracken, which we attempted to pack the 
tyre with despite the many thorns, which 
kept spiking us. With the tyre back in 
place, we continued on our way albeit 
apprehensively. 
 
Arrived at section 8, Warleggan (Tom now 
on a completely flat tyre again was hoping 
for a miracle.) Everyone kept saying, “You 
know your tyres flat mate?” We persisted 
in telling them that he did know and he 
would now demonstrate how to clean the 
section, which he did sliding the bike from 
lock to lock effortlessly. From this point we 
cleaned every section -  only the first 
section being a little dubious for Mark and 
I. Tom kept his feet on the rests even 
when dealing with flat tyres and a horrible 
power-band, so all was looking good.  
 
About 15 miles further on we arrived at a 
stretch of dual carriageway. From this 
point the tyre was getting worse and was 
throwing dust out of the sidewalls. 
Fortunately we soon arrived in a little 
village and Mark had noticed a garage, 
which was just closing up. It so happened 
that the garage owner was a motorcyclist 
and when we explained our predicament 
he was happy for us to take over the 

garage and use what we needed. Within 
minutes the wheel was off and the owner 
helped to change the tube. Tom of course 
did not bring a tube so Mark’s rear was 
used instead. It was fitted but failed to 
pump up. When we looked again at the 
tube there were several little holes most 
likely caused by gaffa tape eating away at 
the rubber. Mark had been carrying this 
tube for years on all sorts of big events – 
good job he never needed to use it!! As it 
happened, I had a front tube so we had to 
make do with this and luckily it was free 
from holes. We put another 40psi in and 
Tom rode on road pressures for the rest of 
the trial. We asked the garage owner how 
much we owed him and he wouldn’t take a 
penny. (A big relief for Tom who is not one 
for spending his money!) 

 
A little later on and several more sections 
completed we arrived at the second 
special test called Bishops Path. This time 
we all completed without any problems. 

 
With all of us enjoying the nice weather 
and the superb roads on which the route 
took us, we stumbled on a rider with 
another flat tyre. It happened to be Martin 
Marriott on his Ducati Single. He was 
about to retire, as changing the tyre on 
such a big bike was tough enough in your 
workshop, never mind by the roadside. 
Martin had been having a cracking ride 
and was currently on Gold – such a 
shame to give up now so with a little 
persuasion and the offer of 3 pints for later 
we all pulled together. Tom held the bike 
off the floor, I removed the wheel, Mark 
changed the tyre and Martin put it all back 
together. We set off again accompanied 
by Martin this time. With all our incidents 
now at the back of us (we hoped), we 
were now hours behind schedule. 
 
Much later we arrived at Blue Hills 
amongst the cars, passing them as they 
queued. There is always tremendous 
pressure at Blue Hills. Arriving high up the 
other side of the section seeing the 
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spectacle and the many crowds that turn 
out – can be quite daunting for the 
newcomer. 
 
The first section at Blue Hills I always find 
to be the most awkward and although it is 
not the hardest of sections it can easily 
catch you out. Unfortunately this year, it 
took Martin’s Gold. He must have been 
quite gutted being so close to the end. 
Nevertheless, Silver is still a tremendous 
ride especially on not the easiest of bikes. 
Mark, Tom and myself managed to 
conquer BH1 and went on to attack BH2. 
The mass of people stood high on the 
banks beside the section always 

appreciated a good clean. BH2 is a 
superb section with large, loose solid rock 
ready to catch out the unsuspecting. We 
all managed this section without any 
drama. 
 
At signing off I claimed a Gold and Mark, 
Tom and Martin all claimed their Silver. 
This year didn’t disappoint as we all had 
an incredible time and such an adventure, 
which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
Whilst meticulous preparation is definitely 
key, the unexpected is always the height 
of excitement.  

Lands End 2009 
by Derek Reynolds 

 

I  have been having difficulties with the 
Daf for the last few seasons. In 
preparation for the Lands End a 
considerable amount of time and effort 

has been put into the car in the hope that 
it would get there and back under its own 
steam. The rubber bands on the 
transmission had been replaced along 
with most of the automatic system at the 
rear of the car. 
 
An engine rebuild including new piston 
rings and a skimmed cylinder head was 
installed, although it appeared some 
tuning up was needed. The Fellside club 
was holding a PCT in a quarry on the 
borders, in the depths of Spadeadam 
Waste near to the MOD rocket testing site. 
This seemed like a good day’s fun to give 
the car a shakedown prior to the Lands 
End trial. It was on a bright Sunday 
morning a few weeks before Easter that I 
joined the A1 south, not far from home, on 
my way to the A69 junction that would 
take me across to Cumbria. Almost 
immediately I got a whiff of steam from the 
engine. Although it was a mile to the next 
junction this is a part of the A1 where I did 
not feel comfortable about stopping. A 

friend’s brother was in a fatal accident at 
this spot and there is no hard shoulder 
and a poor grass verge. 
 
I turned off at the next junction, coasted 
downhill and parked on the pavement 
outside a pub. If you are going to break 
down experience has taught me that 
outside a pub is a good place to do so. 
However it was before opening time! 
Raising the bonnet showed the inevitable 
hissing and spitting of leaking water. After 
all the effort put into this engine it was 
particularly annoying that the same old 
problem had caught me out again. Even 
more annoying was the fact that it was an 
over tightened jubilee clip that had cut into 
a small hose causing the loss of water. 
Usually by the time the engine gets to this 
temperature the cylinder head has gone 
banana shaped and has to be re-skimmed 
again! Whilst contemplating what to do a 
head popped over the bonnet. It was my 
pal and navigator Fred the Ed (Editor of 
the Fellside Magazine). He, too, was on 
his way to the PCT. We decided that I call 
for assistance to get the car home and to 
catch up with him later at the event. This I 
did and got there at lunchtime, in time to 
do some marshalling. It was then that 
Fred made a most generous offer to lend 
me his Marlin for the Lands End. I was a 
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bit dubious at first as I am a bit fond of the 
Daf but it was through sheer 
embarrassment that I accepted when he 
told me he would like to actually finish a 
trial. I had to admit that it had been a 
while, especially on the Lands End where 
we had not made it to Blue Hills for years.  
In addition I have never competed in an 
open car on an overnight event. 
 
On the Thursday prior to the Lands End 
Fred and I arrived at Tony Branson’s 
house and loaded the Marlin onto his 
spare trailer. Tony journeyed down with us 
trailering his son Hal’s Marlin as far as 
Jonathan and Pat Toulmin’s house near 
Stratford. Tony’s engine in his Marlin had 
been erratic for a while and he felt that he 
could not depend on it to complete the 
trial. Jonathan had entrusted him with his 
Marlin for the Lands End. And so it was on 
Friday night, well fed and watered by Pat, 
three Marlins set off to our start at Michael 
Wood services.  Just prior to the services 
we found Hal on the hard shoulder with a 
substantial oil leak, after topping up he 
limped to the start where Tony removed a 
restrictor he had installed, which seemed 
to solve the problem. 
 
We sailed through scrutineering without 
any problems and shortly afterwards set 
off at our due time, via the service road 
from Michael Wood. Just before the main 
road our lights failed and we stopped to 
make a repair. Fred removed the main 
switch, declaring it faulty and said that it 
was the curse of the Daf, as this was a 
switch I had given him from my supply of 
spares. As we had another failure later 
that night I am not so sure about his 
conclusions. Apart from that we tootled on 
steadily until Bridgewater control where 
we enjoyed a break at the College and 
admired the wonderful array of machinery 
littered about the car park.  
 
Off to Felons Oak where we dropped our 
tyre pressures to 12 psi and cleared both 
hill and restart on this warm up section 

without any problem. Onwards to Crook 
Horn Hill where there was a long queue 
awaiting their turn at the observed test. 
This we completed OK. As the skies 
cleared and with the full moon overhead 
we went off to the County Gate Control 
but the temperature had dropped and we 
joined the others for another hot coffee 
and bacon roll.  
 
After this things went downhill, literally!, as 
we stalled on Beggars Roost and had to 
return to the main road. This seemed to 
set the style for the rest of the trial with 
stops on restarts, running out of grip and 
even going off the track. The results show 
that I got a “did not stop” on Sutcombe. 
Instructions stated, “stop if directed by 
marshal” and as I saw no clear signal to 
stop I tootled on but did stop for my 
compulsory cake and coffee. Best value 
ever. 
 
Fred reckoned that I needed to be a bit 
heavier on the accelerator and this 
seemed to work at Ladyvale where we 
even got out of the restart box after what 
seemed ages. Another memorable hill, 
Bishops Wood was great fun with a real 
roller coaster of a ride that ended abruptly 
on a slab of shiny rock.  
 
It was the same at Blue Hills 1 with wheels 
spinning we just went backwards off the 
polished restart. It then got worse; I had 
hopes of getting some distance up Blue 
Hills 2 with the Marlin but stalled below the 
chicane. When this chicane was first 
introduced, and I failed it at exactly the 
same spot in a Daf, the hawser dragged 
the car not around the chicane but directly 
over the rocks. This year the rocks looked 
lower and I wondered if this was due to 
careful work or more erosion by other 
cars? I pointed out my worries to the 
marshal attaching the cable to the front 
end of the Marlin but he said not to worry 
as they took it much more gently these 
days. I had my wheels pointed left to go 
round the chicane but as soon as the 
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hawser took up the tension the wheels 
straightened whipping the steering wheel 
around and dislocated a finger in my left 
hand. I had little time to consider this as I 
was fighting the steering wheel to keep 
the Marlin from having its right wing 
scraped along the rocks. Once round the 
chicane things seemed to go 
embarrassingly slowly as we paraded 
uphill under the eyes of three or four 
hundred spectators. There was no hiding 
place! 
 
Finally at the top, we found a spot to blow 
up our tyres and it seemed to me that I 
had never seen Blue Hills Two busier, but 
there again I haven’t seen it for a few 
years. Off to the Crossroads Lodge to sign 
off and enjoy a pint whilst awaiting the rest 
of the crowd. It was a beautiful day and 
most of the competitors seemed to have 
enjoyed themselves and were swapping 
yarns. Once our entire crowd had arrived, 
which was an event in itself because 
usually someone has retired; we set off for 
our hotel near Penzance. Some say that 
the best part of the trial is the meal and 

the natter at the end but then you have to 
do the trial to have something to natter 
about. 
 
Next day it was a rather slow run home as 
we followed Hal in his white Marlin, which 
was over-heating a required lots of stops 
and lots of oil. At one of the larger picnic 
areas there was a meeting of Lotus 7 
enthusiasts and each vehicle was 
polished to perfection. Where do they get 
the time? 
 
As we got nearer to Hadrian’s Wall Fred 
came out with his next “Great Idea”. His 
brother-in-law had moved to the south of 
France and wanted us to deliver his 
immaculately restored MG Midget. Fred 
proposed a road trip starting with taking a 
ferry from Newcastle to Amsterdam and 
following the wine trail up the Moselle and 
onwards.  Oh well, I thought, if I can 
spend a night in a Marlin then a few days 
in a Midget sounds like luxury. 

Derek & Fred on Sutcombe 
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The Ilkley Trial – The Rock that 
Got Away 

by Stuart Harrold 
 

M y Troll, Chris Phillips and I 
entered the Ilkley Trial for the 
first time last year. We enjoyed 
the warm welcome, great 

scenery and a good, but different trial so 
put in an entry for the 2009 event. Chris 
booked a very good and reasonably 
priced hotel in Bramhope, just outside 
Otley, where as it turned out, there were a 
number of other regular trialists stopping. 
Chris and I made our separate ways to 
Yorkshire, he from Hampshire and me 
from Ross-on-Wye. My journey on a 
Saturday afternoon was an easy 200 
miles, towing speed was restricted for the 
first 70 or so miles by very strong cross 
winds.  We both arrived at the hotel at 
almost the same time and had a ‘nice cup 
of tea’. Then off to the pub on the hill 
where we were one of the first, for the 
very sensible Saturday evening signing 
on. We enjoyed the views from the pub 
down to Leeds on the one side and down 
to Ilkley and Otley on the other side. Back 
to the hotel, dump the car and a stroll up 
into Bramhope to the local pub for food 
and drink where we joined, the Blakeleys, 
the Bennetts, Woodalls, Dudley, Barry and 
several other trialists. A good steak, great 
talk and some Black Sheep beer, then a 
stroll back to the hotel for a good nights 
sleep. Up at 6:30 am and the sun is 
shining but the wind is a bit cold. We 
decided to miss breakfast at the hotel as 
we knew there would be a good ‘chuck 
wagon’ at the start. A short drive following 
the picturesque river Wharfe to the Ilkley 
rugby ground where there was bags of 
space, unload, scrutineer, get huge bacon 
and mushroom breakfast roll and start 
chatting. There were a lot of people 
around Tiff Needell and the Ural sidecar 
outfit he was riding, cameras and one of 
those ‘dead rabbit on a stick’ things that 
the sound people use. The drive to the 

sidecar wheel had been removed but not 
much else had been done to the bike. We 
were second car on the road just behind 
Tiff but the first car got lost after the first 
hill so we effectively were the first car on 
the road.  
 
Ilkley club were once again using a well-
produced Tulip style road book, I like a 
Tulip book as it reminds me of my rally co-
driving days and I can lean over and read 
it easily! The trial consisted of 22 hills and 
2 special tests but we are told that the first 
two hills have been cancelled as they had 
become waterlogged by the previous 
day’s rains. Class 8 was limited to 15 p.s.i. 
all day. A good entry of 91 motorcycles 
and cars had been received but 
interestingly only one car in class 3 and 
none in class 6, I wonder why.   
 
So off we go, being closely followed by 
Dudley and the Fifth Gear TV crew. Strid 
Wood just north of Bolton Abbey, two hills 
in grassy sheep fields. Watched Tiff to 
even fail to get off the start line on the first 
hill due to wheel spin, so they let him let 
the tyres down a little, not too much as he 
had no security bolts in the rear tyre and 
eventually he got off the start and failed at 
the restart. We got to the restart, trickled 
out of it but then lost all grip on the wet 
grass at the 7 marker. Most of the restarts 
were for all classes, so I think it was a 
difficult trial for some. The next hill 
involved a trip down into a gulley in the 
field then up the gulley, which was filled 
with soft black mud and stinging nettles, 
momentum was required here so even 
using second gear I came to a stop at the 
6 marker with the rear wheels up to the 
axle in mud. I accepted a pull on a winch 
to get me over the hump then drove out. 
These hills are going to be difficult for the 
later numbers, I thought, as we, as first 
car had left a deep rut where we stopped. 
A very pretty run up over the southern bit 
of Barden Moor and up the long drive to 
Hawpike Farm for the next two sections, 
again mostly on wet grass and reeds. 
Hawpike 1 was not steep, but rough and 
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muddy with a restart, again trickled and 
got off the restart in second gear and 
wound out of the top to clean the 
interesting hill. Hawpike 2 started just after 
a small ford then wound its way up a 
gulley with some sharp turns to a restart 
on wet grass and mud. Trickled off in 
second to clean the hill.  
 
The restarts on Hawpike 1 & 2 were for all 
classes other than class 0 and looked as if 
they would cause some problems. Some 
good stone tracks across several fields 
with gates for Chris to open, past some 
two bladed wind generators to the 
Highfield Farm special test. This test 
involves travelling from one field to 
another through a hole in a stone wall 
whilst passing on a winding route through 
pairs of cones BB to GG to stop astride 
the final pair. The test is on undulating 
ground and the distances between to 
cones is in places considerable, it’s all a 
bit like a long autocross and very good 
fun. We stopped the clock at 36 seconds 
but I don’t know how this compares to 
others. In my opinion this is one of the 
most interesting and fun special tests on 
the ACTC series, if only the MCC could 
think up something like this. Back around 
Bolton Abbey to the Hazelwood special 
test which was start on AA, stop astride 
BB, then forward and stop astride CC. 
Sounds a bit bland, but what made this 
good was the test was long up a steep 
winding hill and the road was tarred, in 
fact looked to me like a little used public 
lane, but I am sure it wasn’t! Again great 
fun to drive and definitely a test for the 
‘power boys’. 
 
Then a run over Blubberhouses Moor, just 
love that name, to Ellers 1. Getting off the 
road up a much angled bank was quite 
difficult. The section is not steep; it climbs 
between big trees on wet grass and mud 
with a big drop on the left hand side to a 
restart for 6, 7 & 8. The restart area was 
very muddy and wet and we did not even 
move despite a gentle trickle turning to a 

full second gear blast. Backing down was 
difficult and took some time and I think 
there was eventually quite a queue of cars 
here. Then through a hole in the wall to 
Peel’s Wood 1 where we watched Tiff 
clean the fairly easy sidecar route. For 6, 
7 & 8 we had a deviation, we had to start 
on a wet grass slope go through a hole in 
another wall and immediately turn sharp 
left, down a very slippery steep bank 
covered in long wet grass and 
undergrowth, turn 90 degrees right and up 
a very steep Bluebell covered bank, turn 
90 degrees left on reaching the common 
track then a final 90 degree right up a 
bank to clear the hill. Last year in the fairly 
dry conditions we had cleaned this hill! We 
had difficulty pulling away from the start 
line got through the hole in the wall, turned 
left and very slowly down the bank trying 
to keep as wide as possible to the next 
right turn. I was using parts of the 
undergrowth where the solo motorcycles 
had not been. The car started to slide on 
the very wet ground and under-steered 
into a huge rounded boulder that had 
been concealed in the undergrowth. The 
front nearside wheel took the impact and 
we stopped very suddenly. The boulder 
had been pushed out of the ground by the 
impact. To get out we were winched out 
backwards and upon getting to a flat 
surface it was pretty obvious that our 
trialing was over for the day. The wheel 
rim had a dent about 150 mm long and 
had been pushed in about 50 mm. Worse 
was the lower wishbone that was bent 
back at an angle of about 30 degrees also 
bending the upright and upper wishbone. 
The car drove but wanted to turn sharp left 
all the time. So we watched a few cars 
through then limped back over the moors 
to Ilkley and the trailer. Loaded up, 
handed in Damage Declaration and 
headed south at around 13:00 for a 
reasonable drive home. Score, rock one, 
Troll nil. A great shame as this is such a 
friendly trial and the scenery has got to be 
the best of any trial and we missed our pie 
and mushy peas! 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

P recisely two weeks after the 
death of Elvis Presley I competed 
in Hertfordshire Constabulary 
Motor Clubs’ Allcomers Trial; 

essentially a production car trial but with 
the then mix of production and classic trial 
exponents. From the forty four-car entry 
the overall winner, judged by Index of 
Performance, was Lawrie Knight driving 
his usual Ford Escort and together with 
Geoff Jackson – Dellow and myself 
winning the class in a VW Beetle we 
easily won the team award, which we 
repeated a number of times when the 
three of us entered trials in that area of the 
country. 
 
The next classic was Minehead Motor 
Club’s Exmoor Clouds, which took place 
the day after “bonfire night” in 1977. The 
entry list of sixty-seven read like a “who’s 
who” of trials drivers past and present. For 
instance: Gay Greenwell, Ron Grimwood 
and Frank Roseblade were in Ford 
Escorts accompanied in that class by Bill 
Aunins in his little Daf and Martin Halliday 
driving his MG Midget. Brian Grainger 
mixed his rear engine Simca with Tim 
Maynard, Eric Moxom, David Sheppard 
and Mike Hinde in Hillman Imps 
accompanied by Arthur Ell, Allin Penhale 
and Dave Parry in Volkswagens. Using 
“town and country” pattern tyres were 
David Turner, David Fouracre and myself 
in VW Beetles against the likes of Philip 
Mitchell – VW-Imp, Adrian Tucker-
Peake – Ford Popular, and 2008 and 
2009 “Cape to Cape” entrant Roger 
Brewer in his Lotus Elan. In the “specials” 
class were Simon Durling and Dick 
Andrews in Dellows and John West in the 
Oliver. 
 
Competitors left the seafront car park at 
Minehead at two-minute intervals 
travelling via the former Land’s End Trials 
hill of Hindon, which was successfully 

climbed by almost all. At a testing, steep 
and loose stone climb at Oareford, four 
miles or so west of Porlock, most of the 
entry were penalised sliding to a sideways 
halt no more than a third of the way up the 
incline. Those who virtually reached the 
summit found the final left hand bend too 
tight to negotiate, including myself, but 
successful climbs were achieved by 
Webber, Notley and Hinde’s Hillman Imps, 
Sue Halkyard’s little Austin 7, Mitchell’s 
VW-Imp, Tucker-Peake’s Ford Popular, 
West’s Oliver and the Dellows of Peter 
James and Dick Andrews. 
 
Southernwood needed to be taken at 
speed to force vehicle and occupants 
through the deep, tacky mud and then it 
was onwards to the other side of the 
valley to the then notorious Vennhayes. 
Owing to the severity of this climb cars 
take off from tar macadam across the road 
in an all out effort to continue motion up, 
up and up, passing countless trees in an 
effort to reach the top, which perhaps, 
maybe, some of the organisers had never 
seen. Virtually the whole entry either lost 
car control or came to a rest on or before 
the second hump, apart from Philip 
Mitchell and myself who reached the one 
marker with David Turner and David Keat 
stopping on two. 
 
There were four more sections prior to 
lunch including a speed test in the superb 
Glenthorne Estate. It was the last of these 
four at Butchers, including a stop and 
restart test that accounted for the majority 
of the penalties. A slight deviation to the 
left on soft earth en route to the top 
caused many anxious moments, but once 
traversed the remainder of the climb was 
reasonably easy. Allin Penhale, driving his 
1500cc Type 3 VW on standard tyres did 
extremely well here being the only car in 
that class to find traction from the restart. 
The first hill after lunch, the slippery grass 
climb at Nurcott was not cleaned by any 
competitor, the steepness of gradient and 
bend being just too much. 
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Within two miles of Wheddon Cross, the 
highest village on Exmoor, could be found 
four more sections, the most difficult of 
these being North Hawkwell where a 
ninety degree left hand bend between a 
gateway and then up and over a hump 
stopped all but thirteen cars. Darkness 
had fallen by the final hair-pinned climb at 

Totterdown was attempted, the head and 
auxiliary lamps darting amongst trees, 
spectators and marshals. There were 
many penalties here caused mainly by the 
steep gradient during the last ten yards or 
so over deep black earth. The results 
indicated that only Philip Mitchell and I 
were in single penalty figures from the 
whole entry, Philip on eight winning the 
class with myself on nine. The trial was 
won on Index of Performance by Mike 
Hinde (16) with class winners Martin 
Halliday (41), Allin Penhale (15), Hall-
Tomkin – Dellow (40) and Dick Andrews 
(10).  
 

In the March edition I reported upon the 
1977 Edinburgh Trial describing New 
Tunstead, a hill no longer used on that 
event. This picture shows the late Richard 
Welch, brother of Duncan tackling that hill 
in his Ford engined MG Midget on the 
1981 Edinburgh. Richard won his class in 
1977.                                

 The following weekend I travelled to the 
Royal Duchy of Cornwall – I was living in 
Surrey at the time – to compete in Camel 
Vale Motor Club’s Wadham Stringer Octo 
Trial. Cornwall contains some of the best 
trials terrain in the country and a normal 
production car trial was almost unheard of 
in the southwest peninsula. It tends to 
breed very good classic trials drivers 
where their machinery was and still is 
modified beyond production car trial 
regulations to cope with the rough steep 
hills and quagmires within its valleys. Both 
the Octo and Bodmin trials used 
woodland, which provided many difficult 
yet picturesque sections. 
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The start was from the sponsor’s premises 
in Bodmin where no less than sixty 
competitors gathered for battle. Like 
myself, many had competed the weekend 
before on the Exmoor Clouds and we 
were to be joined by David Paull’s locally 
restricted 998cc Hillman Imp, Roy Bray – 
1493cc VW Beetle, Rob Williams in the 
ex-Alan Cundy and previously super-
charged 1584cc VW Beetle plus speed 
hill-climb, sprint and rally driver Don 
Statton – 998cc Hillman Imp. 
 
The first section was the no longer used 
Land’s End grassy trials hill of Brickannan 
although listed for this event as 
Kingswood. The hill is easy when dry as it 
was on this occasion with no more than 
nine of the entry incurring penalties. The 
following two hills were somewhat more 
testing with not a single vehicle achieving 
clean climbs on both. These were on wet 
grass where Keith Richards in his 1650cc 
Baja-type Beetle was the only driver to 
reach the top of the first, but he could not 
achieve quite the same success on the 
second reaching the two marker, being 
beaten by both the Imps of David Paull 
and Don Statton and the Austin 7 of Sue 
Halkyard. 
 
Tredethy, the following grass section was 
reasonably easy and after some eight 
miles of cruising around twisting lanes 
competitors found themselves picking 
their way down the loose rock Land’s End 
section at Warleggan. This was to enable 
a climb of Garlands Lane, which began 
with an immediate ninety-degree left-hand 
bend on a slimy rock surface before 
bending right and left again over sharp 
fixed boulders. Somewhat surprisingly 
Philip Mitchell made a mistake here 
incurring four penalties, which seemed to 
set him off on some poor climbs for the 
remainder of the day compared with his 
class colleagues. 
 
After two more sections, one of which, 
Panters, was reminiscent of Vennhayes 

on the Exmoor Clouds, although not so 
long, a welcome lunch was enjoyed at the 
Halfway House Inn on the A38 between 
Bodmin and Liskeard. Immediately after 
lunch the trial moved into the forest at 
Churchbridge near Duloe. What scope 
and what superb sections followed. Mud, 
earth, loose and fixed rocks, shingle – 
virtually all surfaces contained within the 
next three tests. It was in the forest that I 
found grip most difficult to obtain and at 
that point was being beaten in the class by 
Duncan Maunder’s 1584cc fuel-injected 
Type 3 Volkswagen. Needless to say this 
did not go down well! 
 
A narrow lane at Duloe caused few 
problems for the majority once they had 
negotiated the extremely deep ford 
although the following climb appeared 
impossible and virtually was, until the 
highly competitive Hillman Imp driven by 
David Paull stormed its way to the 
summit – the only car from the whole 
entry. Four more grassy hills took 
competitors to the final section aptly 
named Boot Hill. This was a straight climb 
on grass climbed by about a third of the 
entry. 
 
As might be expected the advantages of 
suitable venues coupled with the 
experience of a trials orientated club 
ensured first class competition. 
Unsurprisingly local driver David Paull was 
overall winner both on Index of 
Performance and incurring only five 
penalties throughout the whole day. Class 
winners were Alan Cundy (90), Lester 
Keat (60), Mike Hinde (33), David Keat 
(21), myself (34) Ken Bassett (16) and F.
Hawke (14). 
 
I concluded a highly successful 1977 by 
winning the Combined One Make Car 
Clubs’ Production Car Trial Championship 
for the third year in succession and was 
presented with the championship trophy at 
the famous Steering Wheel Club in 
Curzon Street, Mayfair.  
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration. 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                                                                    £13.30 
Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating  1ltr                         £9.99 
 
Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                  £4.25 
Box 10 special price                                           £37.50 
CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                £6.75 
Box 10 special price                                           £62.50 
 

Octane Plus – gives your engine a power boost 
250ml treats 50 litres unleaded petrol               £4.75 
Box 10 special price                                        £42.75 
Diesel Power Plus 
500ml treats 500 litres                                       £8.60 
 
Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres      £9.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres                                       £5.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£9.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel / Fax 01460 66434 
tim@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

Whitchurch 

MOT 
Centre 

 

Adrian Marfell 
01600 890218 
 

  Air Cooled VW Experts 

  Class 4 Beetles a speciality 

  Tyre Racks 

  Sumpguards 

  Turn-Key Cars 

  In fact, everything you need 
to keep your trials VW 
competitive 

Just off the A40 between Ross and 
Monmouth,  where the Kyrle starts 
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Championship Chat  
 

B efore I plunge into the standings 
in the various car championships 
I’d like to highlight some good 
news, which has come out of the 

setting up of the rest of the 2009 event 
calendar and also that for 2010. 
 
First off:  the Exe Valley Trial will run 
again in 2009, although it will revert to its 
original name of the Torbay Trial and be 
organised by the Torbay Motor Club and 
run on Sunday 13th September. Put that 
date in your diary. For 2009 it will be a car 
event only, but in 2010, when the event 
will move to early January, the organising 
team hope that they will be able to include 
bikes and combinations again. To do this 
with any confidence they will need help 
from experienced bike competitors for 
advice on setting up sections for bikes and 
also the associated administration. So if 
the two- and three-wheeled competitors 
want the Torbay Trial in 2010 to include 
them get in touch with Keith Sanders 
(keith.sanders@ksa-uk.com) and see 
what you can do to help. 
 
The other two bits of good news are that 
the Northern Trial, organised by the 
Fellside Automobile Club, will run on 
Saturday 13th February 2010 and that the 
Chairman’s Trial, organised by the 
Holsworthy Motor Club will also be back in 
the 2010 calendar on Sunday 21st 
February. Two more dates for the 2010 
diary. 
 
Turning now to the state of the various car 
championships after seven events (eight 
more to go) and with the results of the 
Ilkley Trial still provisional at this stage, 
Paul Bartelman has recaptured the lead 
in the Wheelspin Trophy, having lost it, 
briefly, to Tris White after the Land’s End. 
Tris retired from the Ilkley and now 
occupies third slot behind Dudley Sterry, 
but just in front of Dave Haizelden, Dean 

Partington and Andrew Martin. A well-
deserved, outright win on the Ilkley has 
catapulted our Chairman, Simon 
Woodall, to a respectably high place in 
the table.  
 
Over in the Crackington Dave Haizelden 
has a small lead from Bill Bennett. There 
is then quite a gap to Dudley Sterry, 
Adrian Dommett and a fast improving 
James Shallcross. I’ve enjoyed watching 
the in-car videos that James has posted 
on YouTube.  It certainly showed how 
difficult the hills were on the Ilkley after 
relatively few cars had been through the 
sections. 
 
The ladies continue to lead the 
Navigator’s championship, and at this 
stage Liz Bennett is nearly sixteen points 
clear of Judy Phillips. Third place is 
occupied by James Curtis, reflecting the 
good work done by his driver, James 
Shallcross, with Dick Munns in fourth. 
That popular passenger ‘TBA’ has been 
around quite a lot this year, possibly as an 
alias to some of the entrants in the 
Navigators championship. 
 
If, having looked at the tables, (which 
should be included in the magazine) your 
points have not been allocated correctly 
(and this goes for Wheelspin and 
Crackington points as well) let me know 
and I’ll sort it out.  
 
The Team Championship is a two-horse 
affair, literally, with 1-2-1, consisting of 
Messrs Haizelden, Collins, Dommett 
and Alloway currently on 141 points, and 
More Bump’n’Grind (Messrs Bartelman, 
Groves, Waters and Sterry) way down 
with only 62 points. 
 
The Team Championship is certainly 
poorly supported. I don’t think that the 
changes introduced a couple of years ago 
to even out the strength of the teams (to 
encourage more teams to enter) has 
proved successful. If anyone has any 
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1-2-1
Dave Haizelden 5.0 10.5 10.5 10.7 10.5 5.0 10.6
Mike Collins 3.0 9.5 8.5 8.7 8.5 3.0 DNC
Adrian Dommett 5.0 9.3 10.4 9.7 10.3 R DNC
Paul Allaway 5.0 1.0 DNC

15.0 29.3 29.4 29.1 29.3 9.0 141.1 6

More Bump'n'Grind
Paul Bartelman 5.0 11.0 11.0 3.0 10.0
Simon Groves 11.0 4.0 DNC
Harvey Waters 8.0 10.0 3.0 DNC
Dudley Sterry 3.0 9.0 10.0 10.0 5.0 5.0 7.0

32.0 19.0 11.0 62.0 3

ideas on how the level of team entries can 
be increased then I would be very glad to 
hear from them. 
 
So now the prospect of a trial-less 
summer looms enlivened, no doubt, by the 
ACTC Dinner and Awards Ceremony on 
June 13th and attendance as a spectator 
marshal for the three days of the Festival 

of Speed at Goodwood and, of course, the 
appearance of the Ilkley Trial on Fifth 
Gear sometime in early June. 
 
I shall wish you a good summer break and 
expect to see you at the top of a hill or two 
come the autumn. 
 

Chris Phillips 

Navigator's League
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Liz Bennett 5.0 10.3 9.4 10.7 9.3 5.0 10.9 60.6 7
Judy Phillips 5.0 9.3 10.4 9.7 10.3 44.7 5
James Curtis 8.5 7.5 7.7 9.5 9.6 42.8 5
Dick Munns 7.4 9.7 8.6 8.3 34.0 4
Chris Phillips 1.0 7.0 10.0 2.0 5.0 3.0 R 28.0 6
Lorraine Rippon 1.0 8.6 11.0 5.0 25.6 4
David Payne 10.0 7.0 17.0 2
Dale Bazely 5.0 10.4 15.4 2
Carlie Hart 11.0 3.0 14.0 2
Joanne Hart 4.0 8.9 12.9 2
Paul Gregory 3.0 7.6 10.6 2
Scott Kelly 3.0 6.6 9.6 2
Pat Toulmin 7.0 7.0 1
Ben Gladwyn 6.8 6.8 1
Anne Whellock 4.0 4.0 1
James Kenny 3.0 3.0 1
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Motorcycle Championships 
 
Well despite me putting out one hundred 
ACTC forms at Haynes on the Exeter and 
advertising in John Aley’s MCC News of 
the Week. And on the TBM forums, only 
one more competitor Simon Eddy 
(sidecar) has joined and that was due to 
Yoshi and myself seeing him on the 
Exmoor.  Ho Hum. 
 
Many competitors have said that they 
agree that the ACTC Bike trials had got 
too difficult (and some have said 
dangerous) a couple of competitors have 
said they were OK as they are. No one 
has said make them more challenging. So 
I figure that to attract more competitors the 
word needs to get round that they are 
enjoyable and not bordering on the almost 
impossible. There must be some reason 
why the MCC attract 120 plus motorcycle 
competitors for each of their LDTs. And 
you can always enter both the Bike and 
the Car Championships. I have done this 
for the last four years as have a couple of 
others. There is no such thing as them 
and us, just competing in the same events 
using a different form of 
transportation. 
Only three events have 
happened so far this 
year for the bikes. The 
Pouncy League finds 
Keith Johnston in first 
place. Followed by Chris 
Poel (Come on Chris 
let’s see the story of 
your mates Bracken in 
the Tyre instead of 
inner-tube on the Lands 
End, in print then). And 
Nicholas Ellery is in third 
place. Well done Chaps. 
 
The Red Rose at 
present has Al Lidgate / 
John Webb are leading 
Yoshi and Sarah with 
Simon Eddy in third 

place. Could be a close one here. 
 
For some reason we lost the Chairman’s 
(always good for a laugh, though 
sometimes of the manic variety) and the 
Northern. And strangely the Sphinx trial 
did not extend the courtesy to the ACTC? 
And this is a bike only event. 
  
I am at present assisting in the recovery of 
the lost trophies and also trying to get 
some form of standardisation with regard 
to the classes. Yes I understand that you 
cannot please everyone. Some ideas 
include: Get a Gentleman’s route included 
for the solos and the same for the pre 65 
Class (possibly using the Side car routes 
with out any restarts) So that is two extra 
classes. 
 
Then there are the Quads, two and four 
wheel drive. Did someone mention 
Trikes? Are three wheelers included 
(Front and back wheel drive two and one) 
What about two wheel drive motorcycles? 
Or driven sidecar wheel?. Open class for 
honour only? Mmmm. So let’s see what 
the Council meeting brings……. 
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POUNCY LEAGUE
Keith Johnston R 8 6 NE 14
Chris Poel 3 NE 10 NE 13
Nicholas Ellery 3 NE 10 NE 13
Edward Griffin NE 5 NE NE 5
Stephen Bailey NS 4 ECC NE 4
Richard Dawe NE NE NE 3 3
Michael Messervy NE 0 0 NE 0
Tom Beckerleg NS NS 0 NE 0
John Webb NE NE NE NE 0
Jeremy Slatter NE NE NE NE 0

RED ROSE
Yoshi Adams 10 7 10 10 37
Alexander Lidgate 10 10 6 9 35
Simon Eddy NE 6 6 NE 12

Key. NE = Non Entry.  NS = Non Starter. R = Retired. ECC = Entered Car Class.
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W heelspin Table 2009
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Paul Bartlem an 5 10 10 3 9 37 5
Dudley Sterry 3 9 8 5 5 30 5
Tris  W hite 5 8 9 2 5 29 5
David Haizelden 5 8 2 5 6 26 5
Dean Partington 3 6 6 8 23 4
Andrew M artin 5 10 5 20 3
Bill Bennett 5 7 5 17 3
Ian M oss 5 7 5 17 3
Sim on W oodall 5 10 15 2
Adrian Dom m ett 5 4 5 14 3
Andrew R ippon 1 8 5 14 3
Keith Sanders 9 4 13 2
N ick Farm er 5 7 12 2
M ichael Collins 3 5 3 11 3
G ary Browning 10 10 1
Stuart Roach 5 5 10 2
Em m a Robilliard 5 5 10 2
Eric W all 5 5 10 2
Alan Selwood 5 3 8 2
M ark  Sm ith 5 3 8 2
M ichael W arnes 5 3 8 2
M ike W orkm an 3 5 8 2
Philip Bovill 5 3 8 2
Leslie Newell 7 7 1
Paul A llaway 5 1 6 2
T im Lak in 3 3 6 2
Sticker M artin 5 1 6 2
Harvey W aters 3 3 6 2
Tony Young 6 6 1
Terry Coventry 4 1 5 2
N igel Jones 5 5 1
David M iller 5 5 1
Colin Perrym an 5 5 1
C laire R ippon 5 5 1
Bill Rosten 5 5 1
M ark  T ooth 5 5 1
Jam es Shallcross 1 4 5 2
G iles G reenslade 4 4 1
Stuart Harrold 1 3 4 2
Ed N ikel 3 1 4 2
D ick Bolt 3 3 1
Barry C larke 3 3 1
David Foreshew 3 3 1
Peter Hart 3 3 1
Stuart H ighwood 3 3 1
M ichael Leete 3 3 1
John Looker 3 3 1
M urray M ontgom ery-Sm ith 3 3 1
Peter M ountain 2 1 3 2
R ichard Peck 3 3 1
John W ilton 3 3 1
Courtenay Yandle 3 3 1
Adrian T ucker-Peake 1 2 3 2
Duncan W elch 1 1 2 2
Brian A lexander 1 1 1
Stephen Bailey 1 1 1
Tony Branson 1 1 1
Stephen Johnson 1 1 1
Brian Partridge 1 1 1
Jam es Sm ith 1 1 1
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Crackington Table
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David Haizelden 5.0 10.5 10.5 10.7 10.5 5.0 10.6 62.8 7
Bill Bennett 5.0 10.3 9.4 10.7 9.3 5.0 10.9 60.6 7
Dudley Sterry 3.0 9.0 10.0 10.0 5.0 5.0 7.0 49.0 7
Adrian Dommett 5.0 9.3 10.4 9.7 10.3 44.7 5
James Shallcross 8.5 7.5 7.7 9.5 9.6 42.8 5
Michael Collins 3.0 9.5 8.5 8.7 8.5 3.0 41.2 6
Tris W hite 5.0 10.6 11.0 9.0 5.0 R 40.6 5
Paul Bartleman 5.0 11.0 11.0 3.0 10.0 40.0 5
Brian Alexander 1.0 8.4 8.7 9.2 R 9.3 36.6 5
Andrew Martin 5.0 10.3 9.4 11.0 35.7 4
Colin Biles 7.4 9.7 8.6 8.3 34.0 4
Dean Partington 3.0 11.0 9.0 R 9.0 32.0 4
Keith Sanders 10.4 10.7 10.2 R 31.3 3
Giles Greenslade 9.5 8.6 10.0 28.1 3
Derek Tyler 10.0 9.0 7.0 26.0 3
Andrew Rippon 1.0 8.6 11.0 5.0 25.6 4
David Miller 5.0 8.3 5.0 7.0 25.3 4
Nigel Jones 5.0 6.5 R 3.8 9.6 24.9 4
Simon W oodall 0.0 8.0 5.0 11.0 24.0 3
Michael Leete 3.0 8.5 10.6 22.1 3
Bill Rosten 5.0 7.5 9.0 21.5 3
Ian Moss 5.0 11.0 5.0 21.0 3
Harvey W aters 8.0 10.0 3.0 21.0 3
Gary Browning 9.4 10.6 20.0 2
Emma Robilliard 5.0 9.6 5.0 19.6 3
Mark Smith 5.0 2.0 9.6 3.0 19.6 4
Nicola Butcher 7.6 6.8 5.0 19.4 3
Geoff Stone 9.4 9.6 19.0 2
Stuart Roach 5.0 8.7 5.0 18.7 3
Terry Ball 10.5 7.8 18.3 2
Peter Jones 6.7 10.6 17.3 2
Mal Allen 9.0 8.0 17.0 2
Colin Perryman 5.0 10.0 2.0 17.0 3
Jim W alsh 5.6 4.8 6.6 17.0 3
John W ilton 3.0 7.4 5.7 16.1 3
Stephen Kenny 3.0 3.0 9.9 15.9 3
John W hite 7.0 8.8 15.8 2
Sticker Martin 5.0 10.4 15.4 2
Stephen Potter 8.4 6.7 15.1 2
Charles Knifton 7.5 7.6 15.1 2
Simon Groves 11.0 4.0 15.0 2
David Foreshew 10.0 4.0 14.0 2
Peter Hart 11.0 3.0 14.0 2
Stuart Harrold 1.0 7.0 2.0 3.0 R 13.0 4
Richard Houlgate 8.0 5.0 13.0 2
Julian Lack 5.0 4.0 4.0 R 13.0 3
Michael Chatwin 3.0 6.0 4.0 13.0 3
Nick Farmer 5.0 8.0 13.0 2
Kevin Barnes 4.0 8.9 12.9 2
Terry Coventry 0.0 11.0 1.0 12.0 2
Peter Mountain 5.0 6.0 0.0 1.0 12.0 3
Eric W all 5.0 2.0 0.0 5.0 12.0 3
Dave Sargeant 6.0 5.8 11.8 2
Murray Montgomery-Smith R 2.0 6.0 3.0 11.0 3
Mike W orkman 3.0 8.0 11.0 2
Tim Foster 8.0 0.0 3.0 11.0 2
Philip Bovill 5.0 6.0 11.0 2
Richard Peck 3.0 7.6 10.6 2
James Smith 1.0 9.3 10.3 2
Stephen Kingstone 10.3 10.3 1
Tony Young 9.8 9.8 1
John Looker 3.0 6.6 9.6 2
Adrian Tucker-Peake 1.0 8.6 9.6 2
Dick Bolt 6.0 3.0 9.0 2
Leslie Newell 9.0 9.0 1
Ed Nikel 3.0 5.0 1.0 9.0 3
Tony Branson 1.0 7.9 8.9 2
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
13th September Torbay Torbay MC ACTC invite 
20th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
3rd October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
10th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC invite 
10th October Welsh VSCC * 
18th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
25th October Tamar Launceston Championship (C/M) 
1st November Tarka North Devon MC Championship (C/M) 
1st November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
7th November Lakeland VSCC * 
15th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
29th November Allen Bristol Championship (C) 
29th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
3rd December Camel Camel Vale Championship (C) 

8th January Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
17th January Torbay Torbay MC Championship (C) 
24th January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
31st January Exmoor North Devon MC Championship (C/M) 
7th February Cotswold Clouds Stroud MC Championship (C) 
7th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
13th February Northern Fellside Championship (C/M) 
13th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC * 
14th February Launceston Launceston * 
21st February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Championship (M) 
1st March Camel Heights Camel Vale ACTC invite 
6th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
7th March March Hare Falcon MC * 
13th March Hereford VSCC * 
14th March Mechanics Stroud MC * 
2nd April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
4th April President’s Camel Vale * 
17th April Kimber MGCC * 
18th April Scottish VSCC * 
18th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
25th April Bovey Down Windwhistle MC * 
16th May Ilkley Trial Ilkley MC Championship (C/M) 

2010  

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible 
PLEASE NOTE: 2010 dates are provisional 
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