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unit has solve the diff problem for those cars using Escort or BMC ‘A’ series axles. 
Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, instead of two in 
the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller bearings. No production 
components are used, and the superb new casing is machined from solid high 
grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £520 (no VAT, while stocks last) but what price can you 
put on having the confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your 
results are bound to improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and 
still be able to drive home after the event!  
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EDITORIAL 

Editor: Mrs Pat Toulmin 
Northbrook            Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands        Jonathan Toulmin 
Heath End         Tel: 01789 731332  
Snitterfield                                        jonathan@toulmin.info      
Stratford on Avon                    
CV37 0PP         
Tel:   01789 731332                    ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
pat@toulmin.info       
 
It is 10 years since I took over as editor of this magazine. In some ways it doesn’t seem 
that long ago, but as I look back at the file copies in my bookcase I realise that a lot of 
time and effort (and not just mine) has gone into the last 10 years. Anne Templeton was 
the previous editor, 1991 to 1997 and it is interesting to note that I was the assistant 
editor for her last issue and already my ‘influence’ was beginning to show, in that Dave 
Haizelden and Tony Branson were contributors!  
 
Before Anne Brian Cope was the editor of Wheelspin and before that Four Wheels Out. 
Interestingly both of these latter publications were produced jointly for sporting and 
classic trials. We have copies of Four Wheels Out from 1986 (Jonathan and I feature 
briefly in the January 1986 issue coming last in class in our Hillman Imp—one of our first 
events perhaps?) but I guess that as the ACTC was formed in 1983 Brian may have 
produced the magazine from this date.  
 
Anyway this all means that I am the ACTC’s  longest serving editor. 
 
The publication method is very different from when I first took over. For the first year my 
Restarts were compiled in Lotus WordPro and I had to manually change the pages to a 
print set up. The then Midland Automobile Club’s editor, Jeremy Bouckley, was 
responsible for inserting the photographs and printing the magazine. J and I had to drive 
to his house in Sutton Coldfield on the Sunday evening to drop of the print outs. Thank 
goodness for Julian Fack, who put us in touch with Hertfordshire Display. I bought a 
desk top publishing package and a scanner and now Restart is all electronic, until a 
large box is delivered to my house that is. Over the years the ACTC has been able to 
afford colour printing—the first full colour cover was in March 1999 and now we have 
colour pages inside. My ideal would be for a full colour magazine—it is still a puzzle to 
sort out where the colour goes—but needs must... 
 
Looking back at the early issues there was more feedback from drivers, perhaps you are 
all happy now? Or perhaps you just don’t care? I would of course very much like to 
thank my assistant editors—I could not have done it without them—Dennis Greenslade, 
Mark Rosten-Edwards and now Jonathan Toulmin. Without their sourcing copy and the 
drivers and riders agreeing to write there would be no Restart. It is your magazine after 
all ………………….. 
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T his seems to have been the 
spring of ‘Good Publicity’ for our 
sport. The filming of the Exeter 
Trial by “Fifth Gear” seems to 

have shown us all in a very good light and 
hopefully brought in some newcomers 
who will hopefully stay with us. As usual, 
what the majority of you will not have seen 
or even realised is the huge amount of 
work that went on behind the scenes to 
ensure that the picture that was painted of 
our activities was the picture that we 
wanted. How many times did we have to 
keep repeating to the researchers that the 
hills were sections, and not stages and 
how may times did they have to be told 
that they were not allowed to use what 
Tim Whellock so neatly christened ‘the ‘R’ 
word’.  
 
The original plan that the programme 
makers had was that the strand should be 
– Fifth Gear buys a car, prepares it, and 
drives it on a trial. – Fortunately for us, we 
were able to point out to them that the 
‘Wreck Rescue’ team had already done 
this unsuccessfully, and to highlight to 
them the risks of trying to prepare a car 
when you know nothing about the job in 
hand. They had at least listened to the 
advice regarding the simplest car to buy, 
and a Beetle was presented at my 
workshop that they had picked up quite 
cheaply, and which to quote the 
researcher who brought it round must be 
good, because the MoT was only five 
weeks old. A cursory walk round the car 
and a query as to whether it had been 

Sammy Davis who had MoT’d 
the car left a suddenly very 
concerned researcher franticly 
trying to arrange a hire car as 
the Beetle no longer seemed 
safe to drive back to his office.  
 
To cut a long story short, in the 
end it was Adrian Marfell who 
prepared the car, building a 
spare wheel rack, raising the 
suspension, and doing far more 

welding than had been previously 
planned. Not to mention going down to 
Exeter on the day of the trial and being 
available just in case anything when 
wrong to ensure that our intrepid 
presenters reached the finish and ensured 
that the exercise did not end on a sour 
note for the film people. And before any of 
Adrian’s other customers read this and 
query the quality of service that they get, I 
would say that this exercise was an 
example of devotion far above and 
beyond the call of the size of the bill. 
Whilst Adrian was doing the oily bit, 
Andrew Brown, keeper of he MCC’s 
website, was doing the cerebral bit, setting 
up measuring systems so that we could 
see just how many people responded to 
the programme by looking at Ian Davis’ 
beautifully crafted words on how to get 
started. And Tim Whellock was still telling 
them not to use the “R” word.  
 
The presenters did their bit well, and gave 
us a good promo, claiming Bronze in a car 
that they had not even seen before it was 
handed over to them at the Cirencester 
start. And if you are wondering why 
passenger Tom Ford did not ride in the 
back on sections, it’s because the back of 
the car was full of camera equipment. One 
piece that did not make the final cut, but 
which for me deserves a “man of the 
match” award, was the impressive way the 
cameraman on Simms who, once our 
intrepid pair had stopped, put his camera 
to the drivers window of the Beetle, and 
filmed them reversing down, walking 
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This space is deliberately left blank in the hope 
that a least one person can be found that cares 
enough about our sport to put something back by 
becoming ACTC Secretary……. 

sideways downhill, filming as he went and 
never put a foot wrong all the way down. 
Spare a final thought for our researcher, 
on the Friday afternoon he collected the 
car and took it to the start, followed the 
trial round all night and day, then collected 
the car back off the presenters after they 
had finished, and whilst they retired to the 
best hotel in town, he then drove the 
Beetle back to Birmingham. 
 
I started a new tradition last year of listing 
not the winners of the subjective trophies, 
but those that we had considered for the 
award and left it until the Dinner & Dance 
in June to reveal the final choices. So here 
we go again: 
 
Trial of the Year 

Northern 
Exmoor Clouds 
Camel 

 
Wait Until next Year 

Ryan Tonkin 

Claire Rippon 
Emma Robilliard 

 
Massey Shield 

June Blakeley 
Dick Hutchings 
Andrew Martin 

 
Tractor Tug 

Harvey Waters 
Dave Foreshew 

 
Coupe des Dames 

Emma Robilliard 
Claire Rippon 
Nicola Wainwright 

 
Premier 

Dave Haizelden 
Nick Cleal 
Alan Mills 

Moore 
Adrian Dommett 
Bill Bennett 
Steve Potter 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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Camel Classic Trial ‘The Wet 
One’ 9th December 2007 

by Dave Foreshew 
 

F ollowing the purchase of the well 
known class 8 ‘Dingo’ way back 
in November 2006 and following 
a somewhat strange 2007 trails 

season for me during which I had planned 
to enter most of the trials but actually 
ended up as a passenger with Adrian 
Marfell it suddenly came to the climax of 
the year with the Camel Vale Classic Trial.  
 
As it came nearer to the event and I 
started to prepare the car I suddenly 
realised that the last trial I had actually 
competed in was the Kyrle some 7 months 
before way back in April 2007. In addition 
to the long break from driving actually 
competing in this particular trial was to be 
a new experience for me, which only 
served to increase my trepidation as whilst 
I have passengered many times over the 
years and felt like I knew the hills I 
realised that I had never actually 
competed. 
 
As the event drew closer the weather 
forecast was checked which was probably 
not a good thing as rain and gale force 
winds were predicted for the entire 
weekend and days preceding it which 
meant that the already steep and 
challenging sections would be even more 
challenging.  
 
Due to the distance to the event travelling 
on the morning of the trial wasn’t really an 
option so it was decided to stay with Mike 
Workman and some of the other Stroud 
and District Motor Club members in a 
holiday park near to the start and as the 
car was loaded on the Saturday morning 
the weather forecasters unfortunately 
appeared for once to have got it 
absolutely correct as it rained the whole 
time and the whole journey there. 
 

On the morning of the trial, having been 
woken the night before by the heavy rain 
on the windows, a swift cup of tea 
followed by a not insignificant amount of 
time putting on waterproofs and warm 
clothes meant we were finally ready to 
start the drive in the rain in an open car to 
the start. 
 
The journey to the start was, as it 
transpired to be somewhat indicative of 
the day in general with good luck following 
bad. The bad luck was that on the way as 
an indication of the amount of rain that 
had fallen overnight there was so much 
standing water on the main roads that 
despite waterproof preparation the car 
drowned out and stopped on the roadside. 
Unfortunately despite a well stocked tool 
kit and the standard compliment of spares 
the one tool that was required was 
missing and following numerous attempts 
to get the car started in the pouring rain it 
looked increasingly likely that we weren’t 
even going to make it to the start let alone 
have a chance to try out the hills! The 
good luck was that the car had stopped 
just up the hill from the finish venue, which 
meant that other competitors leaving their 
trailers did have the necessary tool and 
gallons of penetrating spray to get the car 
running again! 
 
Despite all the initial troubles when we 
finally managed to get the car to the start 
the rain had stopped and the organisation 
by Hans and the team was exemplary and 
despite arriving at our actual start time the 
car was scrutineered and all the 
paperwork completed in less than 5 
minutes and we were still able to start only 
a few minutes late with other members of 
our class. 
 
Once finally on the road it was into the trial 
proper and it was into the Bishops Wood 
complex and straight into a special test, 
which was completed without too much 
difficulty. Immediately following the special 
test was the first section ‘Bishops Wood 1’ 
with a restart where the friendly face of 
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Pete Barr was there to greet us. Whilst the 
restart itself wasn’t too difficult the 
intentional but incorrect selection of 
completely the wrong gear resulted in an 
immediate journey into the undergrowth 
and a disappointing climb. Straight from 
here it was across the forest track to the 
next section ‘Bishops Wood 2’ which was 
a short climb to a restart on the corner 
which thankfully didn’t cause too much 
difficulty however this was probably more 
due to good luck than anything else as the 
results sheet would later indicate that this 
was not the general consensus. 
 
From here it was back to the road and on 
to the ‘Hustyn’ complex of hills and just to 
drive along the track at the top of the 
‘Hustyn’ section which was for classes 1-5 
only gives a good indication of why this 
trial has a reputation for being a very 
challenging and steep trial as it is 
incredible that modern production based 
trials cars can climb sections such as this. 
 
The first section for class 8 was ‘Hustyn 
Woods 1’ which was a predominantly 
straight climb up through the trees without 
a restart. This was the first of many tests 
of bravery as speed was required to get a 
good climb yet the trees where ever 
present. Whilst satisfied with the climb this 
was somewhat overshadowed by the 
impressive and convincing cleans 
achieved by both Adrian Marfell and Paul 
Bartleman who powered through the trees 
in spectacular style. 
 
‘Hustyn Woods 2’ was immediately 
adjacent and was another section without 
a restart. The section twisted through the 
trees and there was plenty of grip yet it 
was here that the bad luck returned (or to 
be honest lack of car preparation / use) as 
the car stopped mid section when the 
clutch stayed disengaged whilst changing 
gear. After a quick lever of the clutch arm 
with a stick the car was on its way again 
and despite the unscheduled restart we 
drove out of the section. 

From here it was on to ‘Hustyn Woods 3’, 
which was again a challenging climb 
through the trees but this time with a 
restart and despite the sharp nip at the 
end of the section we escaped with no 
further marks lost. Finally ‘Hustyn Woods 
4’ completed this collection of sections 
and despite the lack of restart the 
combination of pouring rain and the 
gradient made the blast up the hill along 
the side of the wall a real challenge which 
resulted in a further 2 marks lost. 
 
It was now back to the road for a short 
drive to the next section during which we 
passed an ailing Simon Woodall who 
whilst still running was having engine 
troubles with the Buggy. Unfortunately we 
were not able to help but Simon did make 
it to the next section the classic ‘Polmorla’ 
which once again didn’t fail to stimulate 
the senses. The short climb up the track 
and then through the gate to the real twist 
in the tail was as challenging as ever and 
the constant rain didn’t make matters any 
better. 
 
From here it was on to the ‘Helligan 
Special Test’ which was an interesting 
timed run consisting of four separate lines 
with a large puddle between lines B and 
C. Thankfully there was no need for 
muddy heroics here as with the scores 
already accumulated it was clear this trial 
wasn’t going to be won or lost on the 
Special Test times. Next it was a short 
distance to ‘Helligan 1’, which was a steep 
climb with a restart. Thankfully the section 
was completed without too much difficulty 
however this is one of those hills that you 
have to turn round at the top to come back 
down and it isn’t until you are travelling 
back down forwards that you realise how 
steep it was going up! 
 
From here it was on to ‘Helligan 2’ which 
is a straight climb through a drainage ditch 
and up a very steep bank and was 
memorable for the fact that immediately 
forward motion ceased irrespective of 
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whether the wheels were still spinning or 
not due to the steepness of the bank the 
car was immediately on its way back 
down. 
 
Once again from here it was back to the 
road and on to ‘Shellwood 1’ for which it 
originally planned there would be a restart 
for class 8 only, however due to the 
weather conditions this was cancelled on 
the day. The section was another blast 
through the trees and again both Adrian 
Marfell and Paul Bartleman showed how it 
should be done with spectacular climbs. 
Next was ‘Shellwood 2’ which was a 
diagonal climb across the bank followed 
by a sharp turn up the hill and due to the 
weather at this point, which was 
continuous rain, almost all cars were 
stopped at the turn up the bank. 
 
Next on the agenda was ‘Robbydugun’ 
which was a section that required good 
concentration and as it transpired 
confidence to keep the power off! Despite 
best efforts the attempt ended in fruitlessly 
spinning wheels and no forward motion 
and despite being convinced the correct 
approach had been taken immediately 
afterwards David Wall showed everyone 
how it should be done by effortlessly 
driving his Dellow out of the top of the 
section without so much as an increased 
rev or spinning wheel!  
 
Next was ‘Loop'n'wheelie’ which started 
off by backing the car onto the start line 
whilst the previous competitor attempted 
the hill. The expert marshalling by Roger 
Bricknell and the team meant despite the 
limited room and large number of cars the 
flow of traffic was maintained and few 
delays were incurred. 
 
Immediately along the track was one of 
the most ingeniously and descriptively 
titled sections ‘Where there's a hedge’ and 
it was here that we caught up with Simon 
Woodall who had unfortunately had to 
retire earlier in the event. This section was 

a tricky yet deceptively grippy muddy 
climb with a sharp turn upwards midway 
through. 
 
From here it was on to three new sections 
immediately next to each other, the first of 
which was ‘Penkestle 1’ which was a 
diagonal climb across the hillside followed, 
if you could get to it, by a corner and a 
climb upwards. Eventually it was decided 
that due to the conditions this section was 
to be class 8 only. 
 
50 Yards down the track was ‘Penkestle 2’ 
which was so slippery in the pouring rain 
that with the exception of Dudley Sterry, 
Adrian Marfell and Paul Bartleman all 
other class 8 Cars achieved a somewhat 
embarrassing score of 11 by failing the 
section at the first corner, within 8 car 
lengths of the start line! Finally another 50 
yards down the track was ‘Penkestle 3’ 
which was a long and relatively easy climb 
to a sharp corner with a steep climb after 
which immediately stopped all cars in their 
tracks. 
 
Finally it was on to what for me is the 
defining hill of the trial, ‘Clinnick’, with the 
huge viaduct and the equally large 
reputation of the hill the weather 
conditions implied that this was going to 
be an extreme challenge. At the start line 
the indications were however that this was 
not the case with few class 8 cars 
returning. As we climbed the lower part of 
the hill and turned to face the main climb 
the sight didn’t fail to impress however it 
transpired that there was in fact quite a lot 
of grip and the rain had washed the 
surface clean and the car flew out of the 
top to huge relief as this is not a section to 
be to be reversing back down!  
 
In summary for me the Camel Classic 
offers a large number of sections with 
comparatively few road miles and a very 
good route card to guide competitors 
between them. This, combined with the 
feeling of satisfaction having climbed 
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An invitation from Windwhistle Motor Club to: 
 
MCC 
Minehead Motor Club 
Camel Vale Motor Club 
Woolbridge Motor Club 
Crash Box & Classic Car Club 
Holsworthy Motor Club 
 

4th Bovey Down single venue clubsport classic trial for 
cars organised by Windwhistle Motor Club.  Venue located 

near Seaton, Devon MR: 192/203913 
 

Sunday 27th April 2008 
 
Entry Fee: £25.00 (around £1.00 per section).   
 
No competition licence required.  Maximum entry is 40. 
 
On offer: valuable daylight attempts at Clinton, Norman’s Hump and other sections 
in the woods, catering van, loo, ideal event for novices, marshals welcomed (the 
more the better).  
 

Event Secretary:  Anne Whellock anne.whellock@btconnect.com 
Chief Marshal:  Caroline Bowles 01460 221635 

‘Clinnick’, certainly left me on a high and 
all the other troubles of the day paled into 
insignificance. 
 
The very steep nature of the sections 
make every one a challenge for a class 8 
car yet the score relieving introduced in 
recent years means that this is no longer a 
‘class 8’ dominated event. The 
organisation and marshalling as always 
were both excellent with the minimum of 
delays and the use of e-mail by the 
organising team was extremely good for 
both the final instructions and distribution 
of results. 
 

Despite the abysmal weather and all the 
difficulty encountered getting the car to the 
start as expected this trial was a truly 
enjoyable, if wet, day and lived up to all 
my expectations. 
 
Many thanks to Hans Viertel, Pete Allen, 
Bob Barrow, Thomas Bricknell and all the 
other officials and marshals who stood in 
the rain and without whom this event 
couldn’t have run, I’m already looking 
forward to next year’s event! 
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The Exeter Trial from class 0 
Barry Wallace 

 

W hen Jonathan Toulmin asked 
me to write a few words 
about my Exeter Trial for the 
Restart magazine I thought 

he might have mistaken me for someone 
else. But having explained to him that I 
was a novice and this would be my first 
time in a car trial as a driver it seemed it 
could be interesting to others who may be 
considering taking up this exciting sport. 
 
As a teenager I used to trial and scramble 
motorbikes. Then in the early 1990s John 
Green asked me to passenger for him in 
his Austin Seven. This I did for five years 
entering both vintage club and MCC trials. 
After nine years absence I had the 
opportunity to buy a one owner 1954 Ford 
Popular in original condition. After driving 
it over 6000 miles in two years I decided 
to up rate it slightly and prepare it for MCC 
trials with a view to competing in the MCC 
Lands End trial of 2008, its centenary year 
which is also my 70th year. 
 
It became apparent that I would be ready 
to enter to enter the MCC Exeter trial, 
which would give me an indication of how 
good my car and I might be. Apart from 
normal maintenance my trials preparation 
consisted of converting to 12 volts 
(complete with electric fuel pump and 
windscreen wiper motor), fitting an SU 
carburettor, a straight through silencer, a 
fire extinguisher and 16-inch rear wheels 
fitted with 5.50 x 16 tyres.   
 
Friday the 4th January came and my 
navigator / bouncer Darren Bryce and I left 
our Devonshire homes to travel to the 
Haynes Motor Museum where we had to 
sign on etc. as we were entered in class 0.  
We passed scrutineering thank goodness, 
signed on then looked around the 
interesting cars belonging to the 
competitors. They rivalled the excellent 

display in the museum but were not quite 
so pristine. 2.15 am came round quickly 
and we headed off through darkest 
Somerset and Dorset to our first section, 
Gatcombe Lane, some 50 miles down the 
road. This was a very satisfying first hill 
through trees which we thankfully cleaned 
with a little effort. 
 
Feeling a bit more settled we drove the 
next 6 miles to our second section, 
Jobbles Lane, discussing what to do about 
tyre pressures. As we had heard that 
there were some raised drainage ditches 
on this hill we decided to use the same 
pressure we used on Gatcombe Lane. 
Jobbles was definitely more challenging to 
us as I was concerned that reducing 
speed over the ditches would cause us to 
lose momentum and stop. I think we 
cheered when we passed the section end 
signs but I know I was grinning. 
 
Our next section, Stewart’s Hill, was a 
nice short sharp hill which we managed to 
clean with judicious bouncing. A relaxing 
quiet drive through Sidford brought us to 
our 4th section, Plyford Hill. The approach 
to this section was almost as good as a 
section and put us in the right mood to 
attack Plyford with the right amount of 
vigour. When we cleaned it we really felt 
we had achieved something.   
 
On to the 5th section, Higher Rill, which 
was a curving climb through trees with a 
loose surface. Another clean.  
 
Next, the first special test, Core Hill, was 
completed OK taking care over the very 
large storm drain on exit. Great fun. 
 
Section 6, Back Lane was next and 
though I can’t visualize it now we cleaned 
it. Feeling slightly smug we headed to 
Exeter M5 services for a well-earned 
breakfast stop. One hour later its daylight 
and time to go to our 7th section, Windout. 
This is a metalled steep hill with hairpin 
bends. The approach to section begins is 
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Exeter Trial 
Photos by 
Charlie 
Wooding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
J R Truscott, 
Matchless 

 
 
 
 
Peter 
Mountain, 
Dellow Mk 1, 
on Simms 

 
 
 
N Kendal, 
Marlin Roadster 
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through a ford ensuring minimum grip on 
the muddy, slippery road. Wheel spin on 
all corners and frenetic bouncing by 
Darren enabled us to go clean again.   
 
Really excited now, going to Fingle Hill 
section 8. This rocky hill, a mile long with 
nine hairpins has long been a favourite of 
mine although I have never driven it. I 
think due to a number of failures there 
was a delay of over an hour before our 
turn came. The start marshal told us that it 
was the roughest he had ever seen the 
hill. A slightly slow, slippery start saw us 
arrive at the first hairpin and slide safely 
round. As we rounded each hairpin the 
track became rougher and more slippery 
until one minute we had wheel spin the 
next t plenty of grip but insufficient power. 
I tried briefly slipping the clutch to no avail 
and we finally stopped with clutch slip. Our 
first failure. A marshal came to our aid 
giving us a push, which enabled us to get 
going round the next hairpin where we 
saw the section ends sign straight ahead. 
BLAST!!!! We carried on up the remainder 
of the hill with no problems. A sobering 
moment, 
 

Section 9, Hitchcombe, was approached 
along a narrow metalled lane between 
high stone walls and seemed to be very 
wet and greasy the nearer we got to the 
start line. There was a short delay whilst 
an unsmiling farmer came down the hill in 
a Land Rover negotiating the line of trials 
cars waiting to go up. Off we went but lost 
forward motion on the first hairpin. The 
marshal tried to give us a push start to 
clear the hill but was unsuccessful. Darren 
got out and assisted the marshal, which 
enabled to drive up to the section ends. 
He of course had to walk up! 
 
On the way to Clifford special test we 
came to a steep hill on a main road with a 
hairpin bend. At this point our clutch 
started slipping drastically and we came to 
a halt. After discussing the situation we 
decided to retire as we didn’t wish to 
cause any more problems by becoming 
stuck on a section. We chose the flattest 
route to drive home very sad not to finish 
a super trial but having enjoyed ourselves 
and learned a few lessons along the way 
we had a lot to think about.  
 
Roll on the Lands End. 

Marshals on Gatcombe Lane warm 
up for the 1st competitor 

(Photo by Charlie Wooding) 
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The Exeter Trial 
by Richard Peck 

 

A  couple of days before the trial I 
came in from the garage to be 
told by my wife that there was a 
telephone message for me, 

phone back to be greeted by a cheery 
seasonal greeting from Jonathan Toulmin 
and a polite request that I write a report on 
the Exeter for Restart. I instantly agree, 
with the caveat that I actually get to the 
trial, having failed to start either the Exeter 
or Lands End in 2007, and was doing my 
best to continue this sorry state of affairs.  
 
Why was I in the garage? I had the day 
before fuelled the car in readiness for the 
run down to the start only to discover that 
VW had not fitted my car with a flat four air 
cooled diesel engine! A fact I was 
reminded of many times over the 
weekend!! and I was dealing with the self 
inflicted job of draining and purging the 
whole fuel system. Apart from being rather 
stupid it has further reinforced my 
conviction that diesel engines are for 
fishing boats and tractors! Having re-
fuelled with petrol, the car fired up 
promptly, a short run round and all looked 
good for the trial. 
 
Friday morning, load the car, one last 
check, and the ignition warning light 
refuses to go out!!, check the wiring, the 
brushes, the fan belt etc. etc. to no effect. 
Switch off the engine, have a cup of 
coffee, and think. No inspiration, return to 
the garage restart the car, the ignition 
warning light goes out, quick check with 
the Multimeter, the dynamo is working as 
intended. 
 
6.00pm leave home, pick up my 
passenger, Paul, head for the start at 
Cirencester meeting up with John Looker 
and Keith Vipond on the way. The weather 
when leaving Derbyshire was pretty foul, 
but gradually improved as we neared the 
start. Scrutineering dealt with, no problem, 

sign on, adjourn for a cup of coffee where 
Terry Ball asks if we know the reversing 
light is on? Answer no, and question why 
as the switch is on the gearbox? No 
matter, disconnect the power supply and 
resolve not to have to reverse down any 
sections in the dark!! 
 
Our turn comes to start and we have an 
uneventful run down to the Haynes motor 
museum, able to enjoy and admire the 
Christmas lights in Marlborough, and the 
Daffodils in flower as we approach 
Devizes, even the snowdrops are still well 
buried in Derbyshire and daffodils at least 
six weeks away. 
 
After a hearty breakfast we are off to the 
first section, Meerhay at about 4.00am, 
where we wait at hold control for about 30 
minutes listening to owls, watching 
shooting stars, chatting to other 
competitors, and hearing much revving in 
the distance. Suddenly we are away and 
out of the section with no problems and on 
to, for us, section 2, Gatcombe Lane, 
again cleaned with no problem.  
 
On to Normans Hump, where there is the 
shortest queue we can remember, but 
similarly the largest tractor retrieving some 
poor soul with a reputed broken 
differential. After a few minutes we are off, 
clean the hill, quickly followed by a similar 
result on Clinton. Press on to Waterloo, 
which seems rougher this year than we 
remember, and which we later find has 
caught out a number of competitors. 
 
Onwards to Stretes where in addition to 
the section we endure trial by floodlight! 
Presumably for the benefit of the Fifth 
Gear camera crew, and not a dastardly 
distraction tactic being adopted by the 
M.C.C. 
 
The Exeter break is now beginning to 
enter our thoughts, but first Higher Rill, 
Special Test 1 and Bulverton Steep where 
we have our only restart of the day. All are 
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achieved with little problem, and so onto 
Exeter and a welcome break. 
 
Comparing notes with John Looker, and 
Keith Vipond we are all clear so far, 
Keith’s hopes of a Triple still alive and 
John wondering why he had put a flat 
spare wheel in the carrier? 
 
Off we go again to Tillerton, where there is 
only a modest queue, the hill is as rough 
as usual, but seemingly with plenty of grip, 
a relatively gentle climb and onto Fingle 
where there is an enormous queue, and 
we wait for about an hour, plenty of time to 
execute a few running repairs to the 
throttle linkage on John’s car. Eventually 
we are off for an uneventful climb, on to 
Wooston Steep, clean, and Special Test 
2, and on for tea and cake in Ilsington. 
 
After a small misunderstanding and 
perhaps lack of attention to the fuel gauge 
we arrive at the Parish Hall running on the 
smell of petrol - whoops! 
 
After a search of the car park we manage 
to acquire a gallon of petrol, thanks 
Gladwin, and we are off to Simms. It has 
just started raining, the spectators are 
leaving with the usual tales of disaster, 
and there is a Land Rover Discovery stuck 
across the section on the bend, having 
apparently failed to climb the section! In 
front of us, among others, are two class 4 
Beetles who disappear round the corner 
and out of the top of the section so in a 
class 6 Beetle, honour dictates success, 
thankfully achieved.  
 
Tipley is no problem, and only Slippery 
Sam between us and a possible gold. We 
miss the big rock on the right after the first 
left hand bend, and out of the section, 
continue and stop to blow up the tyres, 
shortly John appears with no problem, 
followed by Keith who has cleaned the 
section being determined not to lose his 
Triple, but with an offside rear wheel not 
even fit to hang an airline on in the 
garage.  

 
 
On to the finish, sign off and claim a gold, 
after a thoroughly enjoyable and well-
organised trial, thanks to everyone 
involved, especially the marshals. 
 
On leaving the Trecarn for our hotel we 
pass a number of trials cars standing on 
three dirty wheels and a clean offside rear, 
Sunday morning sees many more cars 
with flat offside rear wheels – it seems the 
rock on Slippery Sam took its toll. 
 
Having checked into our hotel, and 
freshened up we set off to enjoy the 
nightlife of Babbacombe, or a least a well 
renowned fish and chip restaurant, which 
turns out to be full of Exeter competitors, 
with whom we have an exchange of 
banter about the beer we ought to be 
drinking to be appropriate to the car we 
drive, shortly we all agree that “Black 
Sheep” ale is appropriate for all. 
 
On Sunday morning the car is still sitting 
on four inflated tyres, John along with a 
number of others have the obligatory flat 
offside rear to change before breakfast, 
we merely check the pressures, check the 
oil, start up and expect to cruise back to 
Derbyshire at about 65-70 mph. Not 
unreasonable really after all the cars 
haven’t been abused at all in the last 24 
hours! And they are not quite 40 years old! 
 
The end of another enjoyable Exeter, now 
wait for the results, and get the entry in for 
the Lands End! 
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Exeter Photos on Tillerton by Charlie Wooding 

Gerald Burridge Jonathan Toulmin & John Reid 

Robin Isaac Nicola Wainwright 
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The 80th MCC Trial 
by John Ludford  

 

T his year’s Exeter Trial took place 
as usual, on the first weekend in 
January. The Trial followed the 
well proven and successful 

format, in having three touring assemblies, 
starting near Cirencester, Basingstoke, 
and Launceston, in that order, which 
converged at Haynes Museum, Sparkford. 
The Museum provided accommodation for 
the usual rest and breakfast halt, and the 
opportunity to see the Haynes collection of 
historic vehicles. 
 
Upon leaving Sparkford, all competitors 
followed the common route of the trial 
itself, with class 0 only, following a number 
of deviations to avoid the more severe 
observed sections, and to include 
additional more suitable ones. Since this 
report is written by a class 7 entrant 
however, remarks are limited to the 
appropriate sections. 
 
The route followed its traditional general 
direction, travelling East to a point beyond 
Exeter and then turning South to the finish 
at Torquay. 
 
The first observed section was Meerhay, 
24 miles from the start. This was a straight 
climb with no restarts, which was cleared 
by everyone except a few unfortunates 
who had obviously discovered last minute 
gremlins, which were to bug them for the 
rest of the event. As such it was a nice 
starter to wake us up, and to set the 
adrenalin flowing in an orderly fashion. 
 
Another 25 miles took us to Gatcombe 
Lane, again a straight climb with no 
restarts, and with results very similar to 
Meerhay. 
 
A further 3 miles brought us to the terrible 
twins of Normans Hump, and Clinton. 
Normans Hump has thankfully been 

restored to its former glory, after last years 
absence, though I could not decide 
whether it was the old hill we knew, or a 
new hill cut out parallel to it. There was 
the usual restart at the cross track for 
classes B, 7&8, and a good number of 
cars, though few bikes, lost their clean 
sheets here. Clinton had a restart for class 
8 only and again extended just beyond the 
second cross track. It took a significant toll 
of cars and bikes. 
 
Three more miles took us to the muddy 
and rocky grasp of Waterloo. Again a 
significant number of bikes and mainly 
early number cars surrendered to its 
momentum sapping embraces, despite 
the absence of restarts. 
 
An eleven mile journey then took us to 
Stretes, which had a preferential start line 
for classes 1, 2, 5, D & E with no restarts, 
and caused few problems. 
 
A mile further on lay Higher Rill with no 
restarts, and Core Hill Special Test No. 1, 
neither of which caused many difficulties. 
 
In a further 6 miles we came to Bulverton 
Steep, with a restart for classes 3 to 8. 
The restart was perhaps a little lower than 
normal this year, and the hill took a higher 
number of casualties than usual, mainly 
among the earlier numbers. 
 
A 16 mile journey via Sidmouth, where the 
Trial used to end, some years ago, took 
us to the M5 Exeter Services for the mid- 
Trial rest halt and refreshment break, 
before the nemesis that lay ahead of so 
many of us in the second half. 
 
Upon leaving the Exeter, we travelled 18 
miles to Tillerton Steep which had a 
restart for classes 7 & 8 only. This hill 
stopped a fair number of bikes. A number 
of cars also came to grief mainly at the 
restart where a surprising amount of roll- 
backs were recorded. 
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Another 6 miles took us to Fingle Hill, 
where, as an early runner we experienced 
our only real delay of the day. This 
apparently arose when recent ruts were 
reassessed as to their suitability for class 
0. In the event the Hill claimed few 
failures. 
 
Three miles further was to be found 
Wooston Steep, which had a restart and 
route diversion for classes A, B, 7 & 8. 
This was to be the bete-noire of the trial, 
stopping the vast majority of bikes and of 
cars, until the later number classes 1to 6 
arrived.  
 
Two miles of forestry track took us to 
Clifford Special Test No. 2, which caused 
few problems. 
 
At this point the route turned generally 
South and 20 miles of pleasing Devon 
countryside via the outskirts of Moreton 
Hampstead, took us to the charming 
village of Ilsington where the Parish Hall 
provided welcome shelter for a passage 
control and equally welcome refreshments 
including the delicious cakes made by the 
local ladies. These can always be relied 
upon to revive flagging spirits prior to an 
attempt upon the close by, famous Simms 
Hill.        
 

This year, as usual, Simms had a restart 
for classes 7 & 8 only. The hill did not 
seem to present too many problems for 
bikes, but stopped a good number of cars, 
particularly the early runners. 
 
One mile later came Tipley Hill, again with 
a restart for classes 7 & 8 only. This 
section claimed a number of failures, 
mainly at the restart. Again, an unusual 
number of roll-backs were recorded. 
 
In varying states of elation and despair, 
competitors now travelled 12 miles to the 
final section, Slippery Sam, which had a 
restart for classes B, 7 & 8. Class 7 & 8 
competitors who enjoy restarts certainly 
had good value in this event. Slippery 
Sam did not cause too many problems, 
however. 
 
Only 6 miles remained to the, by now 
welcoming prospect of food, drink and a 
hot shower, at the finish hosted, as usual, 
by the Trecarn Hotel. 
 
The Trial had provided us all with a most 
enjoyable and challenging day’s sport. As 
an early runner, we finished very close to 
our scheduled time, but more unusually so 
did the late runners, I understand. The 
organisers are to be both thanked, and 
congratulated for their considerable work.  

The Exeter Trial 
by John Hind 

 

I t’s always the same in the clubhouse 
at Popham before the Exeter Trial: a 
busy hubbub of greetings and New 
Year wishes, signing on, bacon butties 

and banter. This year, following the 
cancellation of both Testing Trial and 
Edinburgh, the greetings were perhaps 
heartier, some of us not having met since 
Easter. The weather was vile and new 
arrivals kept entering the warm refuge, 
dripping on the floor and the signing-on 

sheets, and contributing to the steamy 
atmosphere. 
 
I had lost Jon Stobbs, my regular ballast, 
to enduro racing and had just met Dave 
Pratt, the new incumbent, for the first time 
ten minutes previously at Micheldever 
railway station. Dave has marshalled and 
observed for the MCC for some years, but 
it was his first time on a trials sidecar. He 
had also passengered an F2 outfit some 
years previously. Well, they have the 
same number of wheels. Think of a flying 
prayer-mat and then think of a wardrobe 
on roller skates. 
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When I decided to give the Husky a quick 
wash on Thursday afternoon, I found a 
broken spoke, so Friday morning I was 
rushing around trying to find a nipple with 
the right thread. Such a small component, 
so much hassle. Scrutineering was a 
damp procedure, but everything seemed 
to work. Our standard time came and as I 
was sent off someone pointed out that I 
had no rear light. The bulb had blown 
between scrutineering and the start. By 
the time a bulb was sourced and fitted in 
the pouring rain I was nicely damp round 
the neck. 
 
Dave climbed back into the chair and we 
set off down the A303 towards Sparkford. 
After a dozen or so miles I pulled into a 
layby to check he was OK, and he asked 
“Can you actually see where you’re 
going?” It was a perfectly valid question 
under the circumstances. After being 
hosed down for another hour or two I 
realised the rain was easing off and by the 
time we reached Sparkford we could see 
Orion, Mars and the Pleiades above as 
the sky cleared. 
 
Here too (Sparkford, not Mars) there were 
lots of greetings and reacquaintances: 
friends from trials and the Tour des Cols. 
The usual fry-up and gossip. Not having 
come the scenic route, we arrived three 
quarters of an hour early so we decided to 
go round the museum at a special MCC 
price of two quid. The exhibits are 
predominantly cars, but there are also two 
rooms with bikes and even the odd 
sidecar. The first hall is filled with red cars, 
all red cars, only red cars. It looks like a 
job lot from the Post Office. Speedway 
fans will find an interesting collection of 
fore-and-aft Douglases, Rudges and 
JAPs. Fine motorcycles all, but looking 
terribly unloved. There’s a huge variety of 
machinery, and you’d be hard to please 
not to find a car or two you fancied. 
 
With the weather merely looking 
threatening we set out for Merehay. There 

was some confusion here as the route 
card was difficult to understand. Usually, it 
becomes clear “on the ground”, but we 
and several other motorcyclists were 
going round in circles from the holding 
control trying to find the section, which 
rather defeated the aim of not annoying 
the natives! 
 
On the start line the marshal was 
speaking into his radio: “Sidecar No 43 on 
its way,” when the lights went out. Ten 
seconds later and I’d have been in the 
section. Husqvarnas are fitted with cheap 
and nasty Italian electrics, so I rewired it a 
few years ago but one of the few original 
components was the fuse box. It only 
contains two fuses, and the whole 
assembly had melted. I cut it out, twisted 
the wires together, taped them up and got 
on with the trial. 
I could tell that Dave was getting used to 
the feel of the outfit on the road and was 
moving the right way at the right time 
(usually!). It takes a while for the rider and 
passenger to develop the required 
telepathic connection and trust. 
 
The first section on the Exeter to present a 
challenge is usually Norman’s Hump. Last 
year it was cut out because it was 
waterlogged, so it was two years since I 
had attempted it. The top half seemed 
smoother and we came out of the top 
smiling. Clinton was a bit slippery at the 
bottom, but otherwise straightforward 
enough. 
 
The trial had a slightly diffrerent flavour 
this year because it was the third trial in 
the 2007 Triple Award series, owing to the 
loss of the Edinburgh. Sidecar Triples are 
fairly rare and Andy and Anita Petherick 
were contenders for the second time, 
having got two Golds and a Silver the 
previous year, so the charioteers were all 
rooting for them. Not too many people get 
a Triple on a rigid machine either, so we 
were all watching out for Roger 
Tushingham on his Scott. 
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Stretes had a preferential start for us this 
year. I couldn’t see the point as it would 
be hard  to find a difficult place to start! 
 
As usual, I was riding with Malcolm Brown 
and Tony Herbert on their Triumph outfit, 
but this year we also had Malcolm’s son 
Steve with us, riding his first MCC trial on 
a Honda XR 400. Steve is obviously a 
fairly tidy rider, but the weather, the 
distance and the sleep deprivation all 
made it a bit a of a learning curve for him. 
As Dave was new to the game too, I didn’t 
try too hard at the first special test, but got 
quite a respectable time. Perhaps there’s 
a lesson to be learned there! 
 
Exeter Services always mark the end of 
the night for me and the start of a new 
day. The weather had not been too bad: 
we’d had a few showers, some quite 
heavy, but the continuous downpour didn’t 
last much after midnight and most of the 
time we could see stars. It was fairly cold 
though. The prohibition on working on 
your vehicle in the services is a nuisance, 
as it seems the ideal spot. I’m not talking 
about replacing crankshafts, but it would 
be handy to top up the oil and to lubricate 
and adjust the chain without the threat of 
exclusion. 
 
Tillerton has always been a struggle for 
me, so I was really pleased to get up with 
a new passenger. We were still clean and 
things were looking good. Fingle is the 
prettiest section the MCC uses. It’s a long, 
but quite easy climb through the woods 
round nine hairpins. There was a warning 
at the start line about a raised drainage 
channel after the first bend. Unfortunately 
we tipped over before we even reached it. 
That’s the trouble with easy sections! 
Having righted the outfit, we enjoyed the 
rest of the climb. 
 
At the other end of the woods is Wooston 
Steep, where we arrived early and had to 
queue for a few minutes as it was only just 
opening. I was surprised how much 

wheelspin I was getting. The track was 
covered in places by deep leaf mould. I 
imagine it would have been dispersed 
fairly quickly as the trial progressed. 
 
Before the challenge of Simms Hill, 
Ilsington Parish Hall always provides a 
welcome pause, and on the desk was 
another friend, Ruth Stobbs, half of the 
Tour des Cols organisation. Simms used 
to be a real stopper for sidecars because 
you just have to take it fast but it’s difficult 
to get speed up on the sharp right-hand 
bend at the bottom. It’s not the terror it 
was, though I’m not sure why. Perhaps 
we’ve been luckier with the weather. I 
explained to Dave the technique required 
for the hill and he delivered the goods, so 
we came out of the top clean. (Easier than 
Fingle!)  
I always let the tyre down for Simms and 
my riding companions always worry, as I 
never bother to pump it up again 
afterwards, that I’ll ride the tyre off the rim 
or rip out the valve, although I never have 
done. And anyway, I needed a low 
pressure on the next section. 
 
Tipley was fun. I asked Dave to get out 
over the sidecar wheel in order to get over 
the rocky lump on the left just after the 
start, and I couldn’t persuade him to come 
back inboard afterwards. We carried on 
pulling in opposite directions with the back 
wheel spinning for lack of ballast and 
somehow got to the top, where Dave 
innocently asked if he was far enough out! 
Now I’m not making fun of Dave or 
criticising him here; he did far better than 
most first timers and we came away with 
an award. A passenger has to judge the 
pitch of the bend, which works in one 
direction, and the degree of camber, 
which works in the opposite direction, and 
make instant decisions, which require 
quick physical movement and this has to 
be done while the machine is bucking and 
heaving underneath him. I wouldn’t expect 
anyone to do that in his first trial. 
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Slippery Sam was negotiated with Dave 
moving the right way at the right time, no 
problem at all. After the muddy lane at the 
top that paints your outfit a garish red 
colour we got back onto the tarmac and 
headed for the finish. Suddenly I noticed 
the back end squirming around quite 
entertainingly and thought I had, as my 
friends had predicted, ripped the valve 
out. 
 
I once asked the Pirelli rep at Weston how 
low I could go on the tyre pressure for an 
MT 43 and he said zero. “What, with a 
sidecar?” “Yes, but don’t ask me to put it 
in writing!” With this in mind and only 5 
miles to go I decided not to stop and 
repair it. In fact the tyre had not moved on 
the rim at all and had not ripped the valve 
out. As I loaded it onto the trailer I noticed 
that I had picked up a nail. 

 
At the finish were more friends and we 
spent the usual couple of hours reliving 
the trial and then crashed out for a few 
hours before the Club Supper. 
Andy and Anita got their Triple and so did 
Roger and the ever consistent Chris 
Brown. We all thought Yoshi had a Triple 
too, but he’s shown as an RB on a restart, 
which I must say seems unlikely. 
 
Dave said he enjoyed it and we’ve entered 
the Land’s End together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clee Hills 2008 
by Dave Haizelden 

 

T he start of the 2008 trials season 
started with the usual early 
morning run up the M5 for the 
green Golf with this time onboard 

both the Allaways, as Paul was going to 
navigate for Giles in the Beetle. The Clee, 
which is usually full quite early on, had 
one place left this year as the cream of the 
Cornish contingent went playing with their 
own hills covered in the white stuff. Eighty-
four entrants assembled at the Craven 
Arms, which became quite a tight squeeze 
to accommodate everybody but was very 
well organised. 
 
Four and a half hours after leaving home 
we were soon on our way to our first 
section Flounders Folly, this section was 
not found using the usual method of a 
route card, but was best found by looking 
out of the window and using the plot and 
bash method. Flounders Folly had a very 
difficult start line, which handed the 

advantage to all the competitive cars 
straight away, the ones that did get off the 
start line had to negotiate a left bend with 
an ever increasing steep gradient up 
through the trees. Of the early runners 
only Andrew and Sticker Martin got their 
Escorts high enough up to trouble the 
scorer, both getting 4s. Dudley who was 
on the second run reached the 1 closely 
followed by Dave Foreshew who scored a 
2 and these were the best climbs of the 
day.  
 
Next up was Easthope 1. This consisted 
of a deeply rutted section through the 
trees which was quite level until the top 
where it took a sharp left onto the higher 
track. The early runners all found the 
section very slippery with each car 
progressively getting one mark further up 
the section. The best climb of the early 
runners was the green Golf that got to the 
6, but was a little disappointed after 
clearing it last year. The class 4 
contingent didn’t fare much better with the 
best climbs going to Nicola Wainwright 
and Nigel Scotford who got to the 5. In the 
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afternoon when the 6s, 7s and 8s came 
along, they found the going a little easier 
with 7 cars going clean and Jonathan 
Toulmin getting ever so close and 
stopping at the 1.  
 
Further along the track was a new section 
named Easthope 3. This favoured the cars 
that had steering, so unfortunately most of 
the class 4s struggled to get around the 
corners, with only one car in class 4 going 
clean, namely Giles. David Leigh in the 
class 2 Frazer Nash finally got the car 
going to record his first clean matched by 
Adrian in the Wolsley. Phillip Tucker in his 
Escort was still bravely trying to hold onto 
the Martins and also saw the section ends 
board.  
 
After leaving the forest behind the 
competitors made their way to the famous 
Jenny Wind, this power sapping section 
managed to defeat the entire field, 
although to be fair, the higher classes 
were on pressure limits. Best climb of the 
day went to Dean Partington in the DP 
Wasp who stung his way to the 1. Nick 
Farmer in his Cannon Alfa was seen to 
shoot himself after only getting to the 7. 
Bummer . (The lady spectator pushing 
the twin buggy, managed to get to the 6 
and out climb him.) Arnie Big Hose Martin 
managed to get ahead of Sticker and 
stuck 1 mark over him by getting to the 2 
to Stickers 3. Nicola once again out 
climbed the rest of class 4 by getting to 
the 3 cheered on by Barty, watching with 
his Mum. Jenny Wind also saw the 
retirement of the class 4s of Nigel Scotford 
and Terry Ball.  
 
Further into the forest was Harley Bank, 
the section started with an up hill start, 
with a tight left hand corner levelling just 
past the 4 marker. The class 3 battle took 
another turn, when Sticker took a point out 
of Arnie, by getting to the 3 marker. Adrian 
Dommett made a very rare mistake and 
planted the Hornet in the bank, and the 
rest of class 2 took full advantage by out 

climbing him. Class 4s Bill Rostin and 
Dave Sargeant finally got their cars going 
and had the best climbs to the 3 marker.  
 
After a long run back to the start venue, 
the lower classes set off on their western 
loop and a drive over the Long Mynd, with 
its stunning scenery and huge drops. With 
Phil’s Folly being cancelled Adrian Tucker 
Peake who was getting ready for his 
future role as clerk of the course for the 
Clee met the competitors at the foot of 
Gatten’s Gamble. The entire field cleaned 
this section, which meant the two Citreon 
CVs both recorded their second cleans of 
the day. Well done to Alan Mills and Dave 
Spraggett. (Brave men) 
 
With a drive up through Alez ‘Oop the 
competitors next tackled the Priors Holt 
sections. First was Priors Holt 3, which 
resembled a big dipper, with restart 
boards popping out all over the hill. A 
masters degree was needed to work out 
were and when to stop, But Sticker had a 
better idea and asked the marshal who 
told him “you stop where ya’ like boy.” He 
promptly did and popped out the top of the 
section like a cork out of a bottle. Nice and 
easy? – I think not. Class 7 found the 
higher restart very tough with only class 
winner Mall Alan and Rob Hodgkinson 
getting off the restart. Only 2 class 4 
Beetles managed to get away – Giles and 
Ben Johnson, who had such a poor early 
run, was leaving it late to mount a 
challenge for class honours. Class 5 was 
decided on this hill when Thomas Aldrian 
got away leaving Colin Biles back on the 
restart line.  
 
Around the corner was special test Long 
Mynd, with Arnie and Sticker tied on 
points, the special test times were going to 
count, with Arnie on the start line a quick 
look at the test and he jumped out of the 
car and made some last minute 
adjustments to the tyres. Sticker asked 
“what you doing boy?” Arn replied, “Just 
balancing the pressures.” And with that, 
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blasted off the line and took the class win 
on time test. Who says you can’t teach a 
young pup new tricks - not me anyway. 
Fastest time of the day went to Bill 
Foreshew who managed to outpace David 
Foreshew.  
 
The final hill for the lower classes was 
Priors Holt 1. This section last year saw 
Simon Groves find a completely new route 
and put the Escort over the hedge. This 
year all the Escorts managed to stay in 
the track, with the Martins clearing the 
section and taking 2nd and 3rd overall. 
Adrian Dommett also coaxed the Hornet 
to the top and took class 2 honours. David 
Leigh pushed Adrian right to the end and 
took 2nd in class and was awarded the 
Silverstone cup. Class 4 saw Giles take a 
well-deserved win over Nicola and 
finished 6th overall. Gary Browning took 
the class 6 honours by recording the only 
clean on Priors Holt 3 in the big-engined 
Beetle. 

 
The Fray cup awarded to the winner 
overall went to David Foreshew in the 
Ford Dingo, who dropped only 10 marks 
and was a clear winner by 7.  
 
Many thanks to Simon and Barbara who 
worked tirelessly behind the scenes so we 
could have a fun day out.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below: 
Dave Sergeant poses next to Phil 
Harding’s tank at Gatten’s Gamble on the 
Clee Hill Trial 

(Photo by Michael Leete) 
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2008 Exeter 
Trial Photos 
by Charlie 
Wooding 
 
 
 

K Roach, HRG 

 
 
M Wilson & G 
Plummer, 
Yamaha 

 
 

M Neal, Austin 
Healey Sprite 
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David Lack at the 
top of Allez ‘Oop, 
photo by Robin 
Goundry 

Easthope 3, photo 
by Peter Bryan 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harley Bank 2 
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Hills Trial 
os  

Dave Foreshew, 
Ford Dingo  
 
 
 
Strefford Wood 
photos by  
David Price 
 
 
 
Tim Foster,  
Ford Spl 

 
 
 
 

John Looker,  
VW Beetle 
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John White,  
VW Buggy, on 
Strefford Wood 

 
 
Tim Cameron, 
Morgan Super, on 
Allez ‘Oop 

 
Clee Hills Trial 
Photos by 
David Price 
 
 
Chris Eyre, AJS 9 
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The Clee Hills Trial 2008 
by Mark Tooth 

 

N ot having the time to compete in 
too many trials, I have to be 
selective. The Clee Hills is 
always near the top of may 

favourites list, so with the added 
advantage of a cheap Travelodge and a 
good pub near the start, it is an event I 
normally enter. 
 
The figure of eight format, class running 
order and lack of queues means you don’t 
get to see much of what is going on in the 
other classes. So, rather than write a blow 
by blow account of who did what at every 
section, I thought I’d take a slightly more 
general look at the event. 
 
On arrival at the start, things seemed 
rather chaotic.  Last year’s procedure of 
scrutineering the cars where they were 
parked was abandoned in favour of a 
queuing system. This meant many of the 
available spaces were inaccessible and 
rather jammed up the car park, causing 
the queue to stretch back on to the road 
and a busy roundabout – perhaps a little 
rethink required here! 
 
One of the attractions of classic trials to 
me is the opportunity to drive interesting 
roads with spectacular scenery. The drive 
over the Long Mynd definitely falls into this 
category. However, this year we were 
disappointed, as instead we had a rather 
dull 15-mile drive to the first section. I can 
understand it is time consuming and will 
cause problems in bad weather, but the 
event looses something without it. It was 
included for classes 1-5, as was 
Ratlinghope – a section which, although 
not difficult, is a very enjoyable drive. 
 
There were further problems at the first 
section, Phil’s Folly. Given the weather 
conditions, we were slightly surprised it 
was included. Last year, the approach 
across the field was “interesting”, despite 

there having been nowhere the amount of 
rain that preceded the 2008 event. With 
even the competitive class 8 cars 
struggling, the marshals decided to call it 
a day before class 7 ventured into the 
field.  We arrived just as the section was 
cancelled and got separated in the queue 
for Gattons Gamble from the rest of class 
6 by the returning 7s. The farm where all 
this takes place is fantastic. I would love 
my wife to see it – she might then look on 
my “junk” collection in a different light!! 
After Gatton’s Gamble is another Clee 
highlight – Alez ‘Oop. A straightforward 
section, but what a superb drive over the 
top, with picturesque views. 
 
This then brings competitors to the Priors 
Holt complex of sections, which are 
always good. There was some head-
scratching at the restart on Priors Holt 3, 
or a least that was the excuse given by 
some of the class 7 competitors for failing 
it. I understood what you were supposed 
to do, but failed it anyway! The incentive 
to get to the top of Priors Halt 1 is one of 
the hairiest reverses I’ve come across. 
With the handbrake pulled on hard, the 
car just slid back with wheels locked, 
rather faster than is comfortable! 
 
Next section, Round Oak, was cancelled 
because of difficulties with the land owner. 
A shame, as it is good fun, although a 
bonus when you come to clean the car 
‘cause it don’t half make a mess! 
 
A new section was next on the agenda, 
Strefford Wood, where fellow Allen Trial 
organisers Pete and Carlie Hart were 
officiating. We were told at the start that 
soft tyres and speed were needed to get 
thought the mud/clay bank, which lay in 
wait around the corner. Despite 6psi and 
being flat in second, we were sucked into 
the clay and added 11 to our score! We 
were towed out by a Land Rover (that we 
couldn’t see, so long was the rope) and 
then winched back around to the exit 
track, all thanks to the Midland Land 
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Rover Owners Club. The chap who 
attached the tow cables looked like the 
Swamp Monster, having fallen over (a few 
times!) in the quagmire. All this took some 
time, so it was probably wise that the 
section was subsequently cancelled for 
classes 1-5. Other than three class 8s, 
Jonathan Toulmin was the only person to 
clear here. In less extreme conditions, this 
could be an excellent section. 
 
I’m not sure whether, due to the difficulty 
of the section, we were exiting the 
woodland from the wrong place, but the 
route card then took a turn for the worst. 
We were given some instructions at the 
section and there was some makeshift 
route marking, but it all rather conflicted 
and resulted in many people getting lost. 
Once we had worked out that the 
subsequent special test and section were 
in the same place, despite the route card 
saying they were 6 miles apart, we 
headed for the tower at the top of the hill 
which marks Flounders Folly and got 
ourselves back on route. 
 
C of C Simon Woodall, came up with a 
rather different test to the norm, which 
involved driving forwards 360 degrees to 
stop astride a line and then doing the 
same thing in reverse. Quite tricky, given 
the handling characteristics of most trials 
cars. It was interesting watching the 
Marlins understeering towards the marker 
posts! 
 
On to Easthope, where we were instructed 
at the start that we would have a 10p si 
limit. On arrival, due to a mis-
communication, the marshal was 
enforcing 12 psi. As we just struggled out 
of the top last year on 6 psi in much better 
conditions, I didn’t hold out too much 
hope. So it proved and another 6 points 
were added to the score card. 
 
Majors Leap comes next. This is a good 
hill for us, having cleared it last time it was 
used, when other were picking up 10s and 

11s. No chance of clearing it this year, but 
matching Gary Browning’s score of 5 can 
be counted as success! 
 
On leaving the wood after Jenny Wind and 
Harley Bank, it was obvious that all was 
not well in the engine department, with the 
car feeling very flat and down on power. 
Rob swiftly diagnosed that the problem 
was caused by a spark plug cap having 
broken-down. Once I had located the 
spares deep under the back seat, the 
problem was quickly fixed and we were on 
our way firing on all four! 
 
The final section was Meadlowley Wood – 
a section I hate!  Even though there are 
no rocks, it is very rough and demands an 
enthusiastic approach to reach the 
summit. It is cleanable by a class 6 car, as 
Gary Browning proved, although I will 
admit that by this point my heart wasn’t 
really in it. 
 
We then had a 17-mile drive to the finish 
to sign off, prior to an extremely wet 
journey home to Chipping Sodbury, with 
many large puddles and floods. The result 
was a car far cleaner than it normally is 
after the Clee Hills! 
 
David Foreshew won overall and there 
were good performance from Andrew and 
Sticker Martin, who finished 2nd and 3rd 
overall in their Escorts - impressive given 
their ground clearance disadvantage. We 
finished 2nd in class 6, although somewhat 
whipped by Gary Browning, on a day 
when conditions meant plenty of power 
definitely helped!  
 
Although there were a few hic-ups during 
the day, the weather conditions had been 
exceptionally extreme. From the point of 
view of a class 6 competitor, some of the 
changes introduced this year perhaps 
weren’t for the best, but overall, it was still 
a cracking event, with very efficient 
marshals and recovery crews. 
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The 2008 Exmoor Trial 
by Tom Beckerleg 

 

I  was looking forward to the Exmoor 
Trial, particularly as I had missed the 
Exeter due to the after effects of ‘flu. It 
is always an excellent event and is 

held in the most beautiful scenery you 
could wish to see. Fortunately, we had a 
lovely sunny day to enjoy all this. 
 
Four-thirty in the morning is not the best 
time to get out of bed, but five o’clock 
soon came and Richard Harvey arrived at 
my home at Madron. We connected the 
trailer to the old Volvo and quickly got on 
the road. A couple of hours saw us at 
Ireland’s Motors in Barnstable for 
scrutineering. The town is much easier to 
navigate now with the new road system, 
so it was any easy trip to signing on and a 
bacon bap at The Cedars. 
 
At 8.55, the old Ariel burst into life and the 
trial had begun. After five miles came 
Snapper 1 and 2, the first sections. The 
first hill consists of two long, slippery ruts, 
which can cause all sorts of problems. I 
lost my first marks here – not a good start! 
Snapper 2 was more rocky and not so 
muddy and was cleared without problems. 
 
Richard and I were riding today with Gary 
Wright on his dad’s lovely Triumph trials 
bike. Gary is a local farmer whom we 
meet most years at the Exmoor Trial. 
Gary’s late father was a works sidecar 
trials rider in the 1950s. Gary’s mother 
comes and spectates at several sections 
and gets to see her late husband’s bike, 
wonderful! 
 
We ride another five miles to Tordown 
Special test. This is a straightforward A to 
B to C test with nice scenery and no 
problems. Next came Riverton with its 
difficult, muddy restart area, which cost 
more marks on this occasion. The better 
motorcyclists will clear Riverton without 

problems but it is a good challenge to 
most competitors. 
 
We next passed through South Moulton 
with a fuel stop and a drink and then on to 
special test number two at Lee Moor. This 
was a good test with great views over the 
moors. Several more miles and we came 
to Hunstone 1 and 2 in a forestry area. 
Two good sections here with restarts that 
were cleared without huge problems. The 
next test was a famous section at High 
Bray. This is one of the best classic 
sections you could wish to see with its 
awkward rocks that can be very slippery. 
Unfortunately I didn’t get the position on 
the restart quite right and had a “foot” 
down here. It was then one and a half 
miles to the next section at Higher 
Mollard, a long section with two muddy 
ruts and a slippery grass covered area 
between them. It looks as though trees 
have been felled here at some time. The 
section got more slippery towards the top 
and I lost marks just before the “Ends” 
card. After half a mile, we entered woods 
for three very good sections. Jimmy’s Hill 
and Badgers Hill were cleared OK. 
Rodney’s Revenge, which is now used on 
the Land’s End Trial, was tricky if you got 
the wrong spot on the restart. 
 
It was now nearly twenty miles to 
Barbrook filling station and Beggars 
Roost. The scenery was Exmoor at its 
best here. During the journey, Gary 
Wright’s Triumph developed a clutch 
problem. We stopped for fifteen to twenty 
minutes to sort this out. The problem 
seemed to be adjustment of the rod, which 
lifts the plates to operate the clutch. 
However, the sun was shining and the 
views were wonderful. 
 
Eventually, we reached Barbrook for fuel 
and then Beggars Roost. This section was 
cleared and it is always a pleasure to visit 
this famous hill. Lyncombe Bridge was 
then missed out due to the wet weather 
and we were diverted to Scorresdown. 
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During this part of the trial, the oil pump on 
the Ariel caused a problem. The bike 
started smoking due to oil not being 
returned from the sump. Old British bikes 
eh? Scorresdown consisted of a surfaced 
road that has broken up, with deep pits 
and a stoney finish – fortunately cleared 
OK. 
 
Finally came the last section at Floyds 
Bank. The going is muddy with grass and 
two wheel ruts. Due to our bike problems, 

other competitors had made the going 
very slippery in the meanwhile. An earlier 
visit would have been better. However, I 
made it to the “1” marker and was very 
pleased with that! The short journey 
continued to the pub at Brendon, the finish 
venue, to sign-off. Due to our various bike 
problems we were a bit late for Sunday 
Lunch, a pint of beer put things right, 
before the longish trip to West Cornwall. 
Thanks to the club for an excellent trial. 

The Laws of Brown & Branson 
for Marlin Owners 

by Tony Branson 
 

S od has one, Murphy does and so 
do a collection of 19th century 
physicists so I don’t see why 
Andrew Brown and I shouldn’t. 

Brown’s law states that whenever an 
electrical component on a Marlin fails to 
function the reason will always be a 
problem with the earthing of said 
component. 
 
Branson’s law states that despite 
knowledge of Brown’s law and often prior 
demonstration of it Marlin owners will 
always spend time fiddling around with the 
live feed to a failed component before 
suddenly remembering Brown’s law and 
correcting the fault with the earth. 
 
I can quote examples of these laws. I well 
remember stopping to help Andrew at the 
bottom of Stoney Street on the Land’s End 
when his headlights failed. He was well 
into dissembling the live wiring to the 
lights and I offered my meter to test for 
volts. When I met him later he confirmed 
what we both should have known that the 
problem was with the earth. 
 
The new addition to the Branson Marlin 
stable has had intermittent problems with 
its headlights. On the night before the 

Northern they wouldn’t work at all. I spent 
at least 45 minutes tracing the live feed 
from the switch to the fuse to the dip-
switch to the light until suddenly the penny 
dropped and I connected a jump lead from 
the negative pole of the battery to the 
headlight bar. This produced an 
immediate blaze of light and demonstrated 
Brown and Branson’s laws.  
  
For those of you clever clogs who think 
you can defy these laws I would remind 
you that they belong to the same class as 
Sod’s law of which the complete definition 
is ‘ A piece of bread with butter and jam 
on will land butter and jam side down 
unless required to do so to demonstrate 
Sod’s Law.  
 
So next time a light goes out on your 
Marlin and you think I’ll show those idiots 
with their laws. You will spend the 
requisite 45 minutes undoing rusty nuts, 
losing them under the bench, getting 
everything clean with wire brush and 
emery paper and thoroughly restore the 
earth you will then find that what was 
needed was a new bulb. Don’t even think 
that by testing beforehand that you may 
avoid all the bother because even if the 
bulb works at the outset by the time you 
have sorted the earth it won’t.  
 
Trust me I’m a doctor….. 
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2008 Exmoor Trial 
by Giles Greenslade 

 

I t’s a fair old drive from Wiltshire to 
Barnstaple for the Exmoor trial, so for 
the first time ever, I decided to use a 
trailer. This was not the best start to 

my the night before I drove the car on, 
without any thought as to which way round 
it should be loaded. The journey down 
was therefore more stressful than any hill 
as the trailer kept trying to snake about on 
any downhill stretch due to the engine 
being hung over the back. Still live and 
learn! 
 
Paul Allaway had agreed to passenger for 
me for the second week in a row and was 
duly delivered to the start by Dave 
Haizelden. Dave, had Adrian Dommet as 
his navigator. Adrian wasn’t competing as 
he’d somehow forgotten to enter, still he’d 
have probably been beaten by Bill Bennett 
anyway. After scrutineering and signing on 
we headed out to find the hills. 
 
The first two sections are something of a 
gentle opener to the trial before we 
headed out to Riverton. Surprisingly not 
many cars failed to make the climb even 
though it was as rough as I’ve known it. 
Harvey Waters was one of the unfortunate 
casualties and managed to ground out 
dropping an unusual nine. Fortunately the 
MCC have decided against using the 
section on the Lands End, I suspect due 
to the risk of exceptionally long queues. 
 
After Riverton we headed to the two 
Hunstone Hills. Both included restarts for 
classes three to eight. The first of these 
was relatively easy if you had ground 
clearance and power. The escorts had 
plenty of the latter but not so much of the 
former and again Harvey was caught out. 
Dick Bolt’s diff dug in as he drove off, but 
neither the car nor the driver gave up and 
slowly it inched up the hill to a clear. 
In class 4, Nicola and I managed cleans, 
but were the only two in the class to do so. 

It seems Tony Young and Hans Viertel 
slipped to the right and ended up with one 
wheel against a rock. 
 
Hunstone 2 followed and was to stop 
nearly all the field. Only Dave Haizelden 
and Bill Bennett had cleans without 
restarts, and of those who did have to 
stop, only Ray Goodright, Gary Price and 
Dudley Sterry went clear.  
 
Although there were only five cleans a few 
others did manage to move off the line. 
Notably Sticker and Andrew Martin, and in 
class 4 Nicola Wainwright who now 
opened up a one point lead over us and 
ten points over the rest of the class. 
 
High Bray was next on the route card and 
this year seemed to be in fine form. The 
queue was longer than I have ever seen 
and car after car was backing down. While 
waiting with Sticker I commented that I’d 
never known a year when no Escort had 
climbed the hill. Sticker made sure 2008 
wasn’t going to be the first and was one of 
only three saloons to go out the top. The 
others were Keith Sanders in his Scimitar 
and Hans Viertel who I hear from those 
watching, made it look so easy. Special 
note must go to Dick Bolt, who apparently 
went at it flat out, bouncing off the bank 
either side and finally only stopped at the 
one marker due to a puncture. 
 
We flew at the hill, trying to keep to the left 
and out of the ruts, however this only 
worked briefly and we came to a sorry halt 
before having to reverse in shame. My 
own theory is that it was due to Sharon 
Robilliard and her video camera, as there 
seems to be a pattern that wherever her 
camera is, I fail. Then again maybe I just 
fail all the hard hills! 
 
We also saw Dave Haizleden back down, 
confused about where to go. Adrian who 
was navigating claimed he had never 
failed to go out the top and therefore had 
no idea which direction to head in. Not 
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that it really mattered as David had blown 
the engine and instead was to wait for six 
hours for recovery. Even then it was only 
a van to assess the damage so Dave 
called Mike Collins who had by then had 
already signed off. They then proceeded 
to tow the car back to Exeter on a rope.  
 
We were now half way through the event 
but it would be the next four hills that 
would pretty much decide the trial. Higher 
Molland, Jimmys, Badgers and Rodney’s 
Revenge. For classes 3 and 4 it was the 
first of these, Higher Molland that put the 
classes beyond doubt. Sticker Martin had 
an amazing climb to get his escort through 
ruts that stopped all but one of the 
Beetles. Nicola Wainwright was the one 
Beetle that went through and now had a 
seven-point lead over Paul and I, and 
sixteen points over Hans who was 
currently third in class. Ray Goodright 
cleaned his restart in class 7 and was 
therefore the only car still clean. 
 
Jimmys next, a short, very steep blast 
without much of a run-up. We saw Dick 
Bolt make it and then Simon Groves fail. 
With valves bouncing we launched off the 
start line and flew out the top, turned 
round and queued behind Dick to come 
down. Next was Sticker with an effortless 
climb. Not so effortlessly he drove along 
the track to the turning point and hit the 
bank, bouncing off into my wing. Typical 
boy racer! 

Badgers was to stop even more of the 
field with Dick Bolt pulling a point back on 
Sticker being, the only one of the saloons 
to go clear. 
 
Finally in this complex was Rodney’s 
Revenge – Harvey Waters was the star of 
the show here, getting off the restart and 
cleaning the hill. Most didn’t move off the 
line and those who did (including us) only 
got to the three. A long drive to Beggars 
Roost and then Scoresdown. Both with 
restarts but relatively easy. That said 
Scoresdown has certainly become a 
rough hill and when all the concrete finally 
erodes away, should be a fantastic 
section. 
 
As always the event finished with Floyds 
Bank – a slippery climb among the gorse 
bushes.  The majority got to either a two, 
or no further than the ten marker. Nicola 
however, again managed to out-climb the 
rest of class 4 reaching the one marker to 
cement her class win. 
 
The other classes went to Mike Collins, 
Bill Bennett, Sticker Martin, Keith Sander, 
Trevor Johns, Andrew Martin and Dudley 
Sterry, with Ray Goodright the overall 
winner. 
 
On leaving the finish it became clear that 
the Exmoor is not the best event to trailer 
to, as the finish is thirty miles from the 
trailer park.! 

Following the wheel tracks of 
Experts 
by Bryan Ditchman & Jonathan 

Toulmin 
 

B ryan Ditchman invented a new 
recreational pursuit – the walking 
trial.  The purpose is to have 
some fun, and some beer, 

locating trials sections used in the 1930s – 
surely the golden age of trials. The first 

event was “The Exmoor Hunt” in 2003, 
and sought to locate sections used in the 
Mid-Surrey AC’s Experts Trials, which ran 
from 1933 until the war, and sections used 
on other events of the era. 
 
Part 1 looked at the sections known as 
Cloutsham, Grabhurst, Colly a section 
used only twice, on the 1937 and 1938 
“Experts”.  Slade’s Lane (or Slade Lane) 
at Pitt Bridge was also checked out as 
well as Cutcombe (also known as 
Ashwell) – now tarmac - and, close by, 
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Kersham I. Widlake was visited and 
Hatherland, just north of Tiverton.  
 
Next the walking trialists visited Tarr 
Steps, where the pre-war MG cars 
splashed their way through the river, much 
to the amazement of several pedestrians 
who had been admiring the tranquillity of 
the scene. The real section at Tarr Steps, 
as used in the 1930s, is some way beyond 
the river crossing and was not visited. 
 
The group then headed for Wells Head, 
Downscombe and Yealscombe. It was 
decided that Wells Head was probably the 
wiggly bit shown on the OS Map, but 
without an original route book, it was 
uncertain. It was used on the Land’s End 
trials of ‘31 and ’32.  The walkers explored 
a metalled lane near Downscombe, and 
concluded that, before the tarmacing 
machine had visited the lane, it could have 
been the trials section. Later it was shown 
that this was not correct – the original 
section being approached through the 
farmyard gate at Downscombe Farm, but 
the occupants of the farmhouse were not 
keen for any strangers or their vehicles to 
intrude. Diplomacy would be required 
before its future exploration. 
 
Only a few hundred yards to the south of 
Downscombe, is Yealscombe, 
approached through a ford. Although 
legally it may be driven, the owner of the 
weekend cottage at the foot of the section 
has put a concrete step across the track, 
which would prevent most vehicles – even 
trials cars – from driving the lane. A local 
informed the group that 4x4s use the hill a 
few times a year to keep the vehicle 
access open, but unfortunately it was not 
possible for the pre-war MG cars to tackle 
the hill – a very challenging climb even on 
foot! 
 
The following day, the walkers (albeit in 
their cars) climbed Porlock (which was 
used by the MCC on the Land’s End, at 
least from 1920 - and perhaps earlier - 
until 1930). It must have been a real 
challenge in the 1920s from a standing 

start and on a loose surface. The 
“walkers” made their way over the top of 
Exmoor and into Devon, following the 
Land’s End route and dropping down 
Contisbury Hill and into Lynmouth – the 
scene of the 1952 flood disaster, 
remarkably similar to the one that befell 
Boscastle in August 2004. After climbing 
Lynmouth Hill, they entered Lynton town, 
where, at the second attempt, Station Hill 
(used from 1933 until the war on Land’s 
End and other trials) was found. It is now 
known as Sinai Hill.  This is now tarred, 
but still a brisk little climb. Leaving Lynton, 
they drove up the valley to Barbrook Mill, 
where they turned off to Beggar’s Roost, 
and drove up the section, it proving no 
real obstacle in the summer – and starting 
down on the main road made the current 
section seem easy. Beggars was first 
used by the MCC on the 1922 Land’s End 
and, of course, continues to challenge 
trials drivers to this day. At the end of the 
loose section of the Roost, the track 
passes through a farmyard where a large 
farm trailer parked across the track, 
blocked their way. Despite this being a 
public right of the way, the farmer flatly 
refused to move either his Land Rover or 
the trailer. Consequently, there was no 
option but to reverse all the way down The 
Roost. 
 
From Barbrook Mill, the Roost was again 
driven, but this time up the main road and 
on to Simonsbath via Barton Steep which 
was also used on Land’s Ends (from 1934 
until the war – or perhaps later). This nice 
little Devonshire lane is now metalled and 
proved no obstacle to pre-war MG 
machinery, but with a loose surface, it was 
a challenging restart – especially in the 
wet.  
 
A mile or so to the south-west of 
Simonsbath, the group departed from the 
Land’s End route at Blue Gate, and took 
the narrow and little-used track to the east 
– mainly metalled but rather bumpy and 
pot holey in places. At Horsen farm, the 
track to the right led down to where the 
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1936 Experts Trial had attempted to cross 
the river Barle to climb Cowcastle. There 
had been some real escapades here that 
year – read Austen May’s “Wheelspin” to 
discover the drama that befell Miss 
Watson and her BMW. The river was too 
deep to drive through, so the walkers 
crossed by a footbridge, and discovered 
what may have been the Experts section 
of Cowcastle, which was cancelled from 
the 1936 event, but was included in both 
the 1937 and 1938 events.  In pre-war 
days, this area was open moorland, but 
after the war it was planted and is now a 
mature wood. There is a good track 
leading, in the correct direction, through 
the wood from the ford, but whether this is 
precisely the track that was used as the 
section seventy years ago, could not be 
established for certain. It should be noted 
that the trial’s section of that name started 
right by the river Barle, and was not on the 
hill (and ancient settlement) actually 
named Cowcastle, which is a few hundred 
yards to the north-west. 
 
The party returned to their cars and drove 
back through Simonsbath and crossed 
Exmoor by the narrow and picturesque 
lanes to Porlock Village to find Doverhay, 
now in a conservation area and less than 
half a mile to the south of Porlock.  The 
section was much used in the 1930s, but 
only once, in 1935, on the Experts Trial. 
The track walked fits the photographs 
fairly well, but seems to be narrower, and 
shallower, than before the war, perhaps 
washed in by rain over the last seventy 
years. However, the keeper of the little 

museum in Porlock told us that the original 
section was completely washed away 
years ago, but could there have been two, 
almost identical, tracks just a couple of 
hundred yards apart? Who knows?  
 
On the Wednesday, it was back to across 
Exmoor to find Picked Stones  (used on 
the Experts Trial from 1936 to 1938 
inclusive). According to Austen May, the 
old trial route from Cowcastle had followed 
a sheep track to Picked Stones.  There 
were two sections there, at least in 1937, 
but could they be found? The walkers 
parked their cars at Picked Stones farm 
and walked down the track that they had 
seen the previous day, but they could not 
find the section. On returning to the farm, 
they met the owners who were able to 
point out the rough track (sheep track in 
Wheelspin) to the west towards 
Simonsbath. This track crosses a tributary 
of the river Barle known as White Water at 
the point known as Picked Stones.  After 
lunch at the Exmoor Gate Hotel at 
Simonsbath, they returned to the farm to 
walk the track down to White Water – just 
a tiny stream at that time of year. They 
were not fully convinced that the sleeper 
bridge exactly fitted the narrative in 
Wheelspin. 
 
Crossing the stream they turned and took 
photographs looking back towards the 
farm, which would later help to identify the 
exact location of the first section – the 
“Picked Stones Splash”. 
 

A Day out in the Woods 
by Stuart Harrold 

 

M any years ago, long before I 
started driving in classic trials 
my motorsport passion was 
rallies and navigating or co-

driving on them. 
 

My first ever rally was with my local club 
and I navigated a pal on an afternoon 
event in a Heinkel three wheeler! We 
finished and won a novice award, so I was 
hooked. I started to navigate on night road 
rallies in Wales and the borders, I got 
better, eventually moving up to, what was 
then the ultimate, ‘Motoring News’ rallies. 
This was back in the 1960s and 70s. I 
then moved onto co-driving on special 
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stage rallies and in 1975 teamed up with 
Graham Elsmore, a local Forest of Dean 
Ford Escort driver. We had some success 
on national championship events so much 
so that the Ford competition department 
gave us a new Mk 2 Escort body shell and 
lots of other bits so we could build our old 
Mk 1 into a new Mk 2.  
 
This led to further success and a fully 
funded drive in the Ford dealer team, 
initially in an Escort RS2000 and then 
moving onto a full Group 4 RS1800. We 
were then poached by the British Leyland 
team and spent a season driving the 
‘works’ Triumph TR8 sports cars. This was 
a great car on tarmac, but horrible in the 
forests. I then went off to work in the USA 
and was out of rallying until 1983 when I 
teamed up with Phil Collins in and Opel 
Manta. We did well then work got in the 
way. I did the odd event with different 
people during the next three years but my 
rallying ended on the Welsh rally of 1986 
with a very, very big accident that put me 
into the intensive care unit at Aberystwyth 
hospital for several weeks and left me with 
a memory blank from about 3 hours 
before the crash until 4 weeks after the 
crash, end of rallying for me. Then in 1996 
I bought my Troll and started driving in 
classic trials. Fast forward to 2005 and a 
call from my old pal Phil Collins and he 
persuaded me to co drive for him on the 
Tour of Flanders which is a closed roads 
tarmac event, the car broke but I did enjoy 
rallying again. So an Eppynt event with 
Phil and a Tour of Flanders and an Eppynt 
event with Philip Atkinson in his Historic 
Ford Lotus Cortina got me back into 
rallying on tarmac with pace notes.  
 
So what’s this all leading up to? Well back 
in the 70s Graham Elsmore and I won the 
first ever Wyedean Rally in 1975 and also 
won in 1976 and 1977, all three wins in an 
Mk2 Escort RS1800. The Wyedean rally is 
run within the Forest of Dean in 
Gloucestershire. The three wins earned 
Graham locally the title of ‘King of the 

Dean’ We only managed second place in 
1978 and 1979 due to punctures and the 
TR8 not being so good in the forest. In 
1976 we even beat the late, great Roger 
Clark.   
 
Well for years we have both said it would 
be fun to have just one more go at the 
Wyedean and to also compete on the 
same event as Graham’s son Nik who has 
also won the event once. Well this year it 
all came together, we managed to do a 
deal with Terry Brown from West Wales to 
hire the Mk 2 Escort RS 1800 that he 
drives on the British Historic 
championship. This was a beautifully 
prepared car, not an ‘old nail’ hire car and 
was almost the same as the Escort we 
last used to win the event in 1977. 
Graham applied for a competition licence 
and I sent in an entry in the historic class 
with our results from back in the 70s as 
our only seeding information. We 
managed to persuade Nik Elsmore 
sponsor Hydrex Racing UK to sponsor us 
as a one off deal and we also got good 
sponsorship from a number of local 
companies. As soon as the news got out 
that we had put in and entry there was a 
great deal of local and national interest. 
Luckily Graham’s son Nik is a big lad so 
we both managed to borrow a pair of his 
racing overalls, I had a helmet and 
Graham borrowed a spare from Nik. We 
then arranged for an afternoon of testing, 
as it was 26 years since Graham had last 
driven a competitive Escort!  
 
Terry Brown showed Graham around the 
car and we then set off in it to set up the 
brake balance. That done Graham said 
let’s have a go and suddenly we were 
flying along just as we did way back when. 
We completed about 20 miles of testing 
and were both very happy. Graham had 
the car out again for the rally press day 
and gave lots of rides to local reporters 
and sponsors and covered another 15 or 
so miles and that was it, no further testing 
until the rally.  
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One thing has changed from the old days, 
back then all forest rallies were driven 
‘blind’ or using only the Ordnance Survey 
map. Nowadays ‘safety notes’ are 
available to all competitors who order 
them for all rallies, they are made by a 
professional but you have no chance to 
check them before the rally. We had never 
used pace notes in the forest so it was 
going to be a challenge. 
   
The entry list was published and we found 
we have been seeded at number 36, not 
bad. The rally is based at Chepstow 
racecourse so that’s where we headed on 
the Friday afternoon to complete 
scrutineering and documentation. That all 
passed without problems, although there 
we lots of people there who wanted to talk 
to us and reminisce. Off home for a 
reasonable early night and a good check 
over all the paperwork.   
 
The Saturday dawned with an early frost 
but clear blue sky and sunshine, perfect 
weather. We wished Nik good luck as he 
was running car number 8 and saw him 
start. Eventually we started on our minute 
and headed for the first stage, 5.6 miles in 
Chepstow Park forest. We both agreed 
that we wanted to finish the rally so would 
start carefully and speed up as we gained 
confidence. The start lights used these 
days were new to us, eventually they 
changed to green and away we went. The 
notes seemed to work; Graham drove well 
with no dramas and we crossed the finish 
line in 53rd position, not bad after a 20-
year lay off and with all those 4-wheel 
drive cars in front of us. A steady run up 
through Trelleck to Monmouth.  
 
Then up into the Dean and to the 7.5 mile 
Serridge stage, which we were to use 
twice during the rally. Here was the first 
sign of ageing, we had both pulled our 
safety harness up tight such that we could 
not reach around to get the helmets from 
the back of the car, in the old days we 
were much more flexible. So slacken 

harness and get helmets, then tighten 
harness.  
 
Now back in the old days Graham knew 
Serridge very well, as it was almost on his 
doorstep. There is now a nasty tarmac 
section with speed humps over a mile long 
section and also a lovely long, long curve, 
which was originally a railway line. The 
stage had already started to cut up by the 
time we went through it, some corners 
being very rutted. This does not help the 
best Escort sideways style cornering. On 
some of the fast top gear bits Graham was 
totally committed with his line, you can 
always tell as spectators step back when 
you approach them. Another good run 
with no dramas and an improvement to 
44th fastest. We both commented on how 
many spectators were out watching the 
rally; you seemed to be driving through 
walls of them.  
 
At the end of Serridge there was time for a 
quick service, we only needed a good 
check around, a pair of new rear tyres and 
Graham wanted some rough tape put on 
the gear knob as it was much too slippery. 
A short run to the 5.8-mile Sallowvallets 
stage. This was a stage where we used to 
be able to beat the likes of Hannu Mikola 
and Ari Vatenan, but as Graham said at 
the end of the stage, it’s so different since 
big areas of the trees have been felled. 
However another committed drive and we 
are 39th fastest, getting better. Then a long 
run down the A48 to Chepstow and the 
racecourse where there was a 1 mile 
spectator stage which we took carefully as 
it’s so easy to throw away a rally on these 
made up spectator stages. Then across 
the road for service and something to eat 
and drink, actually a very good cottage pie 
that Graham’s wife Jo had made. The car 
had a good check over and the service 
crew even had time to wash it before we 
checked out.  
 
Back up the A48 to the Dean and the 9.9-
mile Speech House stage. This is one of 
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the classic forest stages and has been 
used since the 1960s by the RAC and 
other international rallies. We had a short 
delay here as a car just in front of us had 
gone off and the co-driver needed a 
medical check. Whilst we were waiting at 
the start of the stage Graham’s 84 year 
old father came walking up the track to 
have a chat with us, he had been out on 
his own all day watching the rally, they 
make them tough down in the Forest of 
Dean!  
 
At last the stage restarted and off we 
went, I was able to note that on some of 
the long straights on this stage we were 
on the rev limiter in top gear, which is 
about 110 mph. This is a lovely stage with 
long straights up and down hill and some 
good bends. Going better as we were 33rd 
fastest on this stage. I should mention that 
by now the pace notes were working very 
well and I seemed to be delivering them 
well.  
 
Across the road for the second run 
through the 7.5-mile long Serridge. By this 
time it was well cut up with ruts a foot 
deep on some corners that really threw 
the car around. However we managed 
32nd fastest and were 17 seconds quicker 
than the morning run. We were well 
pleased with that 
Another quick service 
check and a new pair 
of rear tyres before we 
headed off to the final 
stage, the 7.3 mile 
Mailscot near to 
Symonds Yat. This 
stage sorts the fast 
men out as there is a 
very long downhill run 
to the river Wye before 
a longer climb back up. 
No really sharp bends 
but if you do lift then 
lots of time is lost. We 
had a very good run 
and managed 22nd 
fastest.  

It was a great feeling finishing the last 
stage. We had finished the rally in 32nd 
place overall, won the Historic category 
and had not put a mark on the car. We 
had got quicker stage by stage all day. 
Nor had we had any real ‘moments’ We 
had made our one off come back, had 
done reasonably well and had great 
enjoyment. 
 
All that remained was a gentle run back to 
Chepstow to hand the car back to its 
owner and go to the award presentation. 
Graham’s son Nik managed to finish 
second overall, which was a great drive in 
the ‘standard’ car class. 
 
So what was really different after all those 
years? Well back then we were always 
seeded at number 1 or 2 so the stages 
were really smooth, in fact as smooth as a 
tarmac surface in places. The rally was 
twice the stage mileage, at least 90 miles 
compared to the 43 miles of this year’s 
event. Some of the stages were much 
longer, 15 or more miles. The entry was 
just as big and the local interest with 
spectators was just as big. In the 
intervening years lots of trees have been 
felled.   
 
A grand day out. 
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The Cotswold Clouds Trial 
February 3rd 2008 

by Eric Wall 
 

O nce again Stroud & District M.C. 
organised the “Clouds” this time 
on a day that the local weather 
forecast suggested staying in 

bed might be the better option. “Showers 
in the morning turning to continuous rain 
by lunch time, becoming colder!” The new 
start venue this year at the S.K.F. site in 
Stonehouse was excellent, a large tarmac 
car park for trailers and competing cars. A 
nice warm office for signing on and hot 
snacks available outside. John and June 
Blakeley carried out scrutineering as 
usual; I noticed the tape measure in use at 
the rear of one or two rear-engined VWs, 
but as far as I know all competitors were 
eligible to start. 
 
Howard Stephens in his Marlin lead the 
field away at 8.30am to the first hill 
Crawley, a good first hill. (Great to see 
that the organisers had arranged 
continuous mechanical road sweeping at 
the top of section to keep the public road 
clear)  Not too demanding but gets you 
into trialling mode for section 2, Crooked 
Mustard. 
 
Those who are familiar with this hill will 
know that it is very twisty, can be on the 
rough side if you choose the wrong line, 
and it’s bloody steep! From the results it 
was great to see both Adrian Dommett 
and Bill Bennett successful in their pre-
war cars, Richard Hayward, Dick Bolt, 
Sticker Martin and Simon Groves showed 
the rest of class 3 how to do it and 
congratulations to Nicola Wainwright for 
the only “clean” in class 4. Stuart Roach 
and Keith Sanders persuaded their H.R.G. 
and Scimitar to the top in class 5 and 
there were just four cars in the large class 
7 driving out of the top, Howard Stephens, 
Rick Neale, Tris White and Derek Tyler. 
Of the twenty-two attempts in class 8, 

sixteen were successful. Unfortunately 
this hill claimed John and Sue Ludford’s 
Marlin with damaged front suspension at 
the one marker!  
 
On to the next section Axe, a long straight 
climb, which caused few problems and 
then after five miles or so to the famous 
Nailsworth Ladder, surely the best known 
section on the trial. My wife Di, being a 
local history enthusiast wrote an article in 
the Minchinhampton Bulletin some time 
ago on “The Ladder” and I’d like to borrow 
some quotes. “One of the earliest cars to 
climb this hill was a 10 horse power 
Hampton”, which was then built in 
Birmingham. In the book A History of 
Hampton Cars, Trevor Picken (a friend of 
mine and ex Delson Engineering 
employee and Dellow owner) quotes a 
maximum gradient of one in two and a half 
with nothing less than one in five! 
 
In 1914 there are publicity shots after a 
formal manufacturers trial, when a Singer, 
Warren-Lambert and a Morgan were 
successful.  In 1781 the Nailsworth 
Turnpike Trust discussed the building of 
the road now known as the “W” which 
basically bypasses the Ladder, as it was 
not considered “suitable for motor 
vehicles.” Final quote from an S&DMC 
newsletter of 1962: “There were many 
spectators there and two old timers were 
heard to say “It were rougher’n this in the 
old days” “Ah! And a damn sight steeper 
too!”” 
 
2008 was comparatively kind to most 
competitors with one or two having trouble 
with the class 7 & 8 restart, which was in 
its usual place just before the step. 
 
On to Ham Mill, another pre-war hill, this 
year with a definite sting in the tail as the 
restart was much further up than usual 
and it caught out the unwary, Me! It was 
slightly reassuring to see that Mike 
Workman, Stuart Harrold, Peter Mountain, 
Chris Wall and more had made the same 
blunder. 
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On via Stroud to Wicked Juniper, which 
claimed many victims with a complete 
range of scores from twelve to cleans and 
New Sawmills, approached past the often 
used Fred’s Folly section. This was a new 
hill to the event quite short and straight, 
with a class 8 restart and unlimited tyre 
pressures. Most competitors climbed 
successfully with much more grip on the 
restart than looked probable. The route 
continued out of the Slad valley to the foot 
of the little used Catswood section and to 
Merve’s Swerve. 
 
In recent years this hill has often been a 
“deciding section”, as it is unusual in that 
there are several options for the 
organisers to use so until your actually on 
the hill you are never quite sure where 
you’re going! A well-placed restart for 
classes 3 to 8 and 10 psi for all classes 
produced a wide range of scores again. 
Exceptional clean climbs here were 
recorded for Emma Robilliard, Rick Neale, 
Tris White and Richard Hayward. In class 
8 eleven out of twenty-two attempts were 
successful. 
 
Highwood sections were next, which are 
always slippery especially with the class 8 
tyre restriction of sixteen psi and a restart 
for classes 6,7 & 8. Only Stuart Highwood 
and Dave Wall managed to leave the 
restart to claim four penalties, but the 
outstanding climb on Highwood 1 and 2 
was Tim Foster, the only competitor to 
“clean” both sections. Dudley Sterry had a 
great climb on section 2 to record a one 
when most of his class competitors 
recorded 7, 8 or 9. 
 
The restart on the next section 
Climperwell caught out a few as did the 
dreaded restart on Bullbanks, never easy, 
always greasy and all the more tricky on 
“hard tyres”. 
 
The last two hills Station Lane and 
Cowcombe are set in the Chalford Valley 
(Golden Valley) we had the only delay of 

the day here and were about an hour and 
a half from arriving in the queue to arriving 
at the finish! 
 
Both of these sections have been created 
in heavily muddy woodland and to me 
they are slightly out of character to the 
other sections on the trial. Station caused 
big problems for many of the saloons, lack 
of ground clearance, lack of grip, lack of 
power and ideas caused many to fail and 
the length of the reverse many in the dark 
seemed to take an age.  
 
Cowcombe, again well appointed with 
mud, defeated every competitor. Maybe 
unrestricted pressures might have helped. 
Climb of the day here without doubt was 
from eventual overall winner Adrian 
Dommett in the Hornet who was the only 
competitor to come close to a successful 
climb and reach the restart! Or was it the 
fact that no one wanted to get too close to 
John Hayes holding the flag? 
 
Back to the finish at The Crown in 
Minchinhampton for a pint and chat and 
the results were announced within the 
hour. 
 
Excellent event, congratulations to the 
organisers on doing a fine job, as many of 
you will know, the areas through which 
this event runs creates some huge public 
relation difficulties and I take my hat off to 
Nigel Moss the clerk of the course and his 
band of helpers for all their efforts so that 
“we” can enjoy ourselves. Thanks as 
always to the many marshals from Ross & 
District Motor Club, Bristol Car Club, The 
Golden Valley Motor Cycle Club and the 
ever-reliable members of Stroud & District 
Motor Club. 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

T eam Skeetling was formed to 
compete in the 2008 Exeter Trial 
and has commenced a challenge 
for the annual team championship 

with a creditable 26 points, being beaten 
by the all VW Beetle team of Keith Vipond, 
John Looker and Richard Peck (all 
previous adversaries of mine), with the 
team scoring the same number of points 
as four others. The trio consists of Philip 
Mitchell driving his very competitive 
1289cc Skoda Estelle, double Triple and 
double Crackington Cup winner Giles 
Greenslade using his 1285cc swing axle 
VW Beetle and myself trying to remember 
how to drive a large engine (1835cc) VW 
Beetle after a lay off of over ten years. But 
what are the origins of the team name?  
 
Back in February 1977 the editor of the 
specialist  “Beetling” magazine 
commenced a report thus: 

 
“ A special word about TEAM BEETLING 
which has been formed by Dennis 
Greenslade. This outstanding VW driver 
has brought together a very experienced 
team of trialists, driving an interesting trio 
of vehicles, two Beetles and a VW 
powered Imp” 
 
By 1977 I had already won two Triple 
awards and had twice won the VWOC GB 
and Combined One Make Car Clubs’ trials 
championships. However, with no ACTC 
championships in those days, Team 
Beetling was formed for a serious attempt 
to try to win the sought after M.C.C. 
Annual Team Championship. The team 
consisted of the aforementioned Philip 
Mitchell with a 1493cc Volkswagen 
powered Hillman Imp, well known trials 
car preparer David Turner driving a 
1584cc VW Beetle and myself using a 
1776cc 1302S model VW Beetle. Team 
Beetling became quite successful, winning 
the team championship in that first year 

and again in 1979. As Philip and I are two 
thirds of the new team, with the Hillman 
replaced by a Skoda, a similar title was 
devised. Tempus Fugit, may of course, 
prevent similar success. 
 
Prior to the formation of the team, the first 
outing for Philip in the VW-Imp where he 
gained a Silver Medal was the 
exceptionally wet 1976 Edinburgh Trial, an 
event reported upon in the last edition of 
Section Ends. I also managed a Silver and 
David won a Bronze. – better results were 
required for the following year. 
 
However after the Edinburgh and before 
the new year commenced I competed in 
Woolbridge Motor Club’s Vogue Motors 
Trial which started from Weymouth and 
contained no less than twenty-two 
sections and one special test. This trial, 
now known as the Hardy, has had a 
somewhat chequered history 
endeavouring to be a true classic but on 
some occasions reverting to a type of 
production car trial. The 1976 event fell 
into the latter category although one had 
sympathy for the club, which had difficulty 
in obtaining permission to use the long 
classic sections. There was quite a good 
entry of fifty four cars which included 
current ACTC chairman Simon Woodall 
driving a VW Buggy – what else?  
 
The competition commenced with three 
grassy slopes at Bincombe Hill and then 
on to Upwey through the quagmire at 
Bayard’s Farm, long before the laying of 
concrete on the track. This was then a 
superb section, a certain skill being 
required to keep clear of the electric fence 
on the left hand side. Not a single car 
cleaned the hill, the incredible depth of 
glutinous mud even stopping Josh 
Sadler’s Porsche, which managed to find 
sufficient grip (there being no absence of 
power) to get within ten yards of the 
summit. 
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The quagmire that was Bayard’s Farm. 
1976 Vogue Motors Trial. 
 
Various climbs within the loose stone area 
at Hardy’s Monument at Black Down were 
used followed by more grassy sections at 
Littlebredy Farm and then the classic 
section of 
Knowle Lane. 
The former 
Land’s End 
Trial night halt 
at Asker’s Well 
on the A35 
was used as a 
lunch halt 
before 
proceeding to 
Powerstock, 
Eggardon and 
final sections 
at Waddock 
Woods close to 
Bovington 
Army Camp. 
 
A crowd of spectators had gathered at this 
point to watch the closing stages of the 
trial, which was always well supported 
locally. Regretfully some of the sections 
were rather tight being unnecessary on a 
production car trial and even more so for 

an aspiring classic. 
There were enough 
trees in the woods to 
form natural hazards, 
which could have 
been marked 
accordingly without 
creating tight 
sections, which 
merely favoured the 
smaller cars.  
 
Simon Woodall, using 
Semperit tyres, had a 
good day beating 
future Land’s End 
Trial Clerk of the 
Course, John West 

who was campaigning his 1192cc 
powered Oliver Special – as featured in 
the January 2007 Restart. The power of 
Josh Sadler’s Porsche pushed me into 
second in the class with recent Triple 
award winner Eric Wall finishing third. 
 

Philip Mitchell’s 1963 Volkswagen 
powered Hillman Imp. 
 
This was not the first time that 
Volkswagen and Hillman had been 
married in the interest of trials competition. 
Andy Stevens from Cornwall, had already 
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mated a 1192cc Beetle engine to an Imp 
and whilst this was reasonably successful 
the car was hampered by lack of ground 
clearance. 
 
Philip decided that because of this 
disadvantage he would use the flat Variant 
engine and managed to obtain a 1493cc 
unit from a 1964 car. This was without 
transmission and so to ensure vehicular 
movement one was acquired from a 1965 
Beetle. As already indicated the idea was 
to insert these new units into Philip’s 
existing 1963 Hillman Imp, which had 
covered some 60,000 miles. 
 
Little work was required to the engine. 
During the period it was laid up it 
contained no oil and although no wear 
was evident to the bores, it was thought 
prudent to insert a new set of piston rings. 
The main headaches came in marrying 
the new unit to the existing frame. Work 
was undertaken throughout the summer in 
order that the car would be ready for the 
1976 Edinburgh Trial. 

The biggest analysis required to fully 
effect the combination related to the 
conversion of the clutch mechanism from 
cable to hydraulic. After much thought this 
was successfully achieved, albeit 
modifying the clutch thrust lever on the 
side of the gearbox. Before completing the 
whole combination it was necessary to cut 
out the existing Imp box section, which 
holds the subframe to make room for the 
Volkswagen frame. 
 
The final outcome was a well-prepared 
competition car, which from January 1977 
ran in the rear engine, rear drive saloons 
using “grip tyres” class – see class change 
structure as detailed in Restart January 
2008. For the 1976 Edinburgh the car was 
shod on 145 x 13 Michelin XNs on Austin 
A35 wheels on the front with 165 x 15 
Continental Contacts on 7J rims at the 
rear. Those rear wheels proved somewhat 
unsuitable and as can be noted from the 
photograph standard 41/2” rims fitted with 
185 x 15 Dunlop Weathermasters proved 
to be more successful.  

2008 ACTC Dinner Dance 
Saturday 14th June 

at Padbrook Park, Cullompton 
 

The hotel has limited rooms and therefore we would once again advise to book 
early. There should be enough for anyone who wants to stay but as June is a 
popular time for the hotel they will book them out to other guests if we don't fill 
them. 
 
Unfortunately rates have increased a little since last year, but ACTC has 
negotiated £83.50 for a double, and £50.00 for a single including bed and 
breakfast 
 
Please therefore book early if you are intending to come, you can always cancel 
at a later date providing you give sufficient notice. Remember to mention the 
ACTC or they will try to charge you a lot more. 
 

The telephone number is 01884 836100 
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Championship 
Chat  
 
Car Championships 
The 2008 ACTC Car Championships has 
opened brightly following the FMD 
ravaged 2007 season. Competitors now 
have 16 events to look forward as the 
Ilkley is included for the first time. No one 
person or class has dominated the one-
day events so far, with wins being 
recorded by classes 2, 4, 7 and 8. 
However, the top end of the Wheelspin 
has some familiar names with Adrian 
Dommett, Sticker Martin, Dudley Sterry, 
Giles Greenslade and Arnie Martin making 
up the current top five. No doubt Bill 
Bennett, Nicola Wainwright, Dean 
Partington and Dick Bolt following them 
will want to have a say in where the 
trophies go, come the end of the season. 
 
The Crackington table also has a wide 
range of classes represented in the top 
ten, with classes 2 and 3 having three 
contenders class 4 with two and classes 
1, 7 and 8 with one apiece. As well as 
those at the top of the Wheelspin we also 
have Dave Haizelden, Colin Biles, Simon 
Groves and Thomas Aldrian present in the 
top 10. 
 
The Navigator’s League has an 
interesting look to it at the moment, with 
the ladies, Judy Phillips, Liz Bennett and 
Becey Macey, occupying three of the top 
five places, but with Dale Bazely and Dick 
Munns also vying for the season end’s 
honours. 
 
No doubt there will be much movement in 
the tables before the next edition of 
Restart in the summer. 
 
E-Regs 
As most of you will know, 2008 is the first 
full season in which we are using the 

Internet to distribute SRs and entry forms 
for the ACTC Invite one-day events. So far 
all of the qualifying events have used this 
service and, with fingers firmly crossed, it 
seems to be working well. 57% of the car 
and bike contenders have taken 
advantage of this service, which has 
clearly saved the clubs printing and 
postage cost as well as cutting down 
‘envelope stuffing time’ in the words of 
one event secretary. 
 
If any organisers of ACTC Invite events 
would like more information on how the 
system works, please e-mail me at 
actc_champsec@hotmail.com and I’ll do 
my best to answer your 
questions.Similarly, if you’re a competitor 
who would like to switch to the electronic 
method just e-mail me to let me know and 
I can change you over. 
 
ACTC Car passenger Licences 
When this was first brought up I had 
thought that we might get maybe thirty 
members in the whole year. So far (after 
the Northern) we have 118 and I expect 
that figure to continue rising. If you are a 
passenger and haven’t yet received your 
membership card please get in touch and 
I’ll sort it out. 
 
There have been a few surprising names 
on the list and I think it would be useful to 
clarify the requirements. 
The MSA’s passenger ‘licence’ 
requirement is that it is one grade less 
than the drivers licence requirements, 
which means that passengers only need 
an MSA approved passenger ‘licence’ if 
the event requires that the driver have a 
competition licence. So MCC events do 
not need a passenger licence. 
 
All ACTC events, which are ‘ACTC Invite’, 
do require a passenger licence. Bear in 
mind that all ACTC car championship 
events are ACTC Invite as well as quite a 
few non-championship trials. Passengers 
do not need a licence in class 0. 
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2007 Motorcycle Championships 
by Ian Thompson 

 

F irstly, sincere apologies for the late publication of these results. All I can say is 
that there were logistical problems. Anyway, in the solos Yoshi Adams 
completed a winning year with taking the Pouncy League, followed by long time 
challenger Graham Makepeace. In third and fourth places were Stephen Bailey 

and Tom Beckerleg, both illustrating that you don’t need a modern bike to be 
competitive – Stephen rides a Velocette that I recall has girder forks, whilst Tom used at 
least two machines from his collection of Ariels. 
 
In the sidecars, the honours were taken by Ali Lidgate and passenger John Webb, who 
were closely followed by Andy and Anita Petherick. There may a threat to their 
dominance of the sidecar championships in 2008 and 2009, as word has it that Yoshi 
has acquired a CCM-based outfit and has eyes on different ACTC championship. 
 
 2007 Pouncy League   
 Position Name    Points 
 1  Yoshi Adams   68 
 2  Graham Makepeace  40 
 3  Stephen Bailey   37 
 4  Tom Beckerleg  29 
 5  Ian Thompson  27 
 6  Ian Rennie   20 
 7  Keith Johnston  10 
 8  Edward Griffin   8 
 9  Mike Pote    6 
 10  Chris Bush    5 
 =11  Stephen Jones  3 
 =11  Jill Ollis   3  
 
 2007 Red Rose Bowl   
 Position Names Total   Points 
 1  Alexander Lidgate/John Webb  64 
 2  Andy and Anita Petherick  58 
 3  John Hind/Jon Stobbs  10 

A suitable passenger licence may be any 
of the following: 

a) Valid current MSA competition 
licence 

b) Valid full membership of an 
ACTC affiliated club (and the 
membership card to prove it) 

c) An ACTC Passenger Licence 
 
Hope that’s clarified the licence 
requirement. However, if you have any 

queries or need further information, please 
get in touch. 
 
In the meantime I wish you all splendid 
trialling (organisers please speak to the 
Northern Trial team to see how to 
organise proper weather) and hope to see 
you at the top of a few hills in the near 
future. 

Chris 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
2nd March Camel Heights Camel Vale ACTC invite 
8th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
9th March March Hare Falcon ACTC invite 
15th March Hereford VSCC * 
21st March Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
23rd March Presidents Camel Vale * 
19th April Kimber MGCC * 
20th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
20th April Scottish VSCC * 
27th April Bovey Down Windwhistle ACTC invite 
27th April Sphinx Cheltenham Championship (M) 
18th May Ilkley Ilkley MC Championship (C/M) 
14th September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
21st September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
4th October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
11th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC Invite 
11th October Welsh VSCC * 
19th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
26th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
2nd November Tarka North Devon Championship (C/M) 
2nd November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
8th November Mechanics Stroud ACTC Invite 
16th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
30th November Allen BMC&LCC Championship (C) 
30th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
7th December Camel Classic Camel Vale ACTC invite 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible. 
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