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unit has solve the diff problem for those cars using Escort or BMC ‘A’ series axles. 
Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, instead of two in 
the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller bearings. No production 
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grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £520 (no VAT, while stocks last) but what price can you 
put on having the confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your 
results are bound to improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and 
still be able to drive home after the event!  
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This month we have a new scribe who must be our youngest ever. Aaron Haizelden 
was unable to navigate for Dave on the Exe Valley, so younger sister Nicole stood in 
and she has written an article for us. Nicole is 10 and I think she could have a career 
in journalism! Also she is a pretty good photographer. 
 
This year the ACTC has a new venture—our printers, Hertfordshire Display have 
introduced a calendar service and we have decided to try it out. They have produced 
an A4 2007 calendar for us, with pictures of both cars and bikes. It is £5 including 
postage. Please turn to page 37 for more details and how to order. Proceeds to 
ACTC funds, so please support us.  
 
While talking about photographs I have sent some examples to the MSA at their 
request for the 2007 ‘Blue Book’, so hopefully we will get some national recognition. 
 
And while on the subject of photographs I don’t seem to have been sent as many as 
usual. I realise I could use some from the web on Classical Gas, but I like to publish 
ones that have not been seen before if possible. So if any of you have any suitable 
ones please don’t forget Restart. After all who knows what the long term archive 
situation of the internet will be…. I am a great fan of the world wide web (and indeed 
earn my keep running an award winning site for Northamptonshire) but paper has 
been around for centuries and may well still outdate the web! 
 
I have mentioned archiving issues at ACTC council, so your association will be 
discussing this. I have lots of original material and photos from my term as editor 
(1998!). One possibility is to store things in the new Midland Automobile Club’s 
archive centre at Shelsley Walsh (when it is built—it’s still a barn!) Although there 
are other locations, such as Heritage at Gaydon and Beaulieu. 
 
If you have any spare ‘4 Wheels Out’ magazines and/or early Restart as published 
by Anne Templeton please don’t throw them out, but let me know. 
 
 

NB we have now given our fax machine away—for ages we only received junk faxes 
and so it became redundant. 
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I  think the dinner and dance went 
well, it was good to see a sizeable 
crowd and to see people dressed in 
a more "normal" manner. It was also 

good to see some of our two and three 
wheeled colleagues join us this time, 
and I hope they do so again. There is 
something of a them and us divide 
between the two camps, which is a 
shame, because all the current political 
problems that the sport faces affect us 
all. Whilst we are competing, the class 
structures separate us, and so it is only 
on events like this that we can get to 
know each other better. 
 
An interesting statistic came out during 
the April MSA Trials Committee meeting 
which shows that our form of trialling is 
the most popular in terms of average  
entries received per event, although the 
number of entries is slowly dropping:- 
 
Entries 2003 2004 2005 2006 
PCT   21.9 23 23.1 31.7 
Sporting 19.7 20.7 19.8 17.8 
Classic 57.3 55 47.6 46.6 
 
The motorcycle fraternity has been 
struggling for some time to find a 
suitable tyre that satisfies  the rules 
about the use of tyres. The Pirelli MT43 
isn’t available in many suitable sizes and 
the tyres aimed at the “Dougie Lampkin” 
end of the market are of such a soft 
compound that they won’t last to the end 

of an MCC night 
run, let alone 
the whole trial. 
They have 
resolved this 
problem by 
introducing 
rules that define 
the shape of a 
tread pattern 
and on the 
whole the rules 
seem to work. 

Now the car drivers are finding that their 
favourite road pattern treads are 
suddenly appearing with the dreaded 
letters “M&S” on the sidewall, thus 
making last year’s must have tyre illegal 
at a stroke. The reason behind this piece 
of annoyance is that many of the Nordic 
countries insist on motorists using M&S 
tyres in the winter months.  
 
So many of the manufacturers of so-
called budget tyres are now sticking the 
M&S logo on everything to increase 
sales. This does not help us one jot. 
Currently if it says M&S then it’s out, and 
for the time being this must remain the 
rule. It is a useful political tool for 
organisers to explain to landowners and 
other ‘antis’ that we don’t destroy the 
countryside because we don’t use M&S 
tyres. In the longer term the situation is 
not going to improve, and I think it is our 
long-term intention to drop the no M&S 
from our rules and just stick with a “white 
list” of tyres that we have approved.  
 
Before we can do this, we first have to 
ensure that the existing tyre list is a 
more precise document that it is 
currently. Tyre manufacturers also have 
the frustrating habit of changing the 
pattern on a tyre without changing its 
name, and vice versa. We also have to 
get the “buy in” from the MSA who as an 
organisation are very reluctant to include 
in their rules things that are not under 
their control.  
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The current plan, and I have to stress that 
at the moment it is just a plan, is to 
upgrade the current tyre list. We should 
remove from it some of the stuff that is no 
longer available to make it clearer. (those 
of you that argue that someone might 
have some old thing in the shed that they 
might want to use are reminded that (1) 
the modern MoT is quite strict on just how 
perished a tyre might be even if the tread 
is still legal and (2) if it’s that old, its 
performance will probably be rubbish 
anyway).  
 
This then simplified list will then include 
not just the make and name of the tyre, 
but a picture of the tread pattern to go with 
it. At the moment our rules insist on listed 
tyres only being used on both driven and 
non-driven axles and it is possible that 
part of the tidying up process will include 
an examination of those tyres that are 
listed purely so that they can be used on 
non-driven axles with the possibility of 
hiving them off onto a separate list.  
 
However, I have to stress that all this is 
currently in the consultation stage only, 
nothing is definite except the fact that you 
cannot use an M&S tyre until the ACTC 
Council tells you otherwise. What I would 
say though is that if you have bought tyres 
and found the M&S markings too late, put 
them in the shed for now (not withstanding 
what I just said above) as we may let you 
use them in the future. 
 
I have talked about fire extinguishers 
before in this column, and I thought I had 
done the subject to death but it amazes 
me to find that people still come up to me 
to complain that their car is too small for a 
1.75 kg fire extinguisher, so I will say it 
again, and ask you all to tell your friends. 
It does not matter how many fire 
extinguishers you have in the car so long 
as the total weight of all of them added up 
together is at least 1.75 kg.  
 

 
I can only assume that having asked all 
your friends to passenger for you on a 
particularly cold and wet event at one time 
or another, you now have no friends left to 
tell! Those of you who do have read the 
‘Blue Book’ on how a fire extinguisher 
should be fitted will have noted that it is 
supposed to be accessible to the driver. 
As this rule is written with events in mind 
that take place in the more controlled 
environment of a circuit you should note 
that the ACTC Scrutineering interpretation 
of this is that the extinguisher should be:- 
 
 Visible to the scrutineer without 

him/her having to search for it 
 
 Accessible, either to the driver, 

passenger or a marshal standing 
next to the vehicle. 

 
And whilst we are on the subject of 
accessible, how accessible is your towing 
attachment?  
 
 Is it possible for any marshal to 

reach it without grovelling in the 
mud?   

 
 Is it possible for the marshal to 

detach the rope from its retaining 
point without the assistance of the 
driver who should NOT have to 
leave the driving position to do 
this? 



5 

L ooking back a few weeks, here’s 
an assortment of items from 
October’s AGM to keep you 
abreast of topics discussed by 

your representatives: 
 
We are all aware that Rights of Way are 
a prime issue of concern to our clubs’ 
CoCs up and down the country, whether 
they affect access to a particularly 
exciting lane, or to an entire national 
park.  Entrants in the 06s Exeter Trial will 
recall using a short lane to divert us 
around Sidford, signed ‘Access for 
agricultural vehicles only’.  Tim Whellock 
had sought clarification from the Devon 
County Council Rights of Way office and 
was granted permission for passage by 
the trial, whilst the said office reported 
that such signs seemed to be unofficial. 
Here’s another local ‘initiative’ to be alert 
for, and Roger Ugalde recommended 
that it was valuable to establish the 
official status of all lanes in question, 
even those signed locally as bridleways, 
though his experience had been that 
even the definitive maps were not always 
reliable Robin Moore’s experience had 
been that in case of difficulties, an 
appeal to the local Countryside Access 
Forum was often beneficial to our needs.   
 
Diligence like this highlights both the 
background work involved by our CoCs, 
and the targeted threats to our sport, so 
to keep on top of things, Andrew Brown 
continues his valuable monitoring of any 
access problems caused by the recent 
NERC bill. 
 
However, in spite of these struggles, 
some of our clubs are capable of running 
not one but two high quality classic trials 
in one year. Consequently, discussion 
arose on the potential for the annual car 
championships to grow through the 
inclusion of more than one qualifying 
event per club. The ‘pros’ included the 
prospect of a more evenly spread 
championship calendar, and the prestige 

for all organising teams. The ‘cons’ 
considered that the number of rounds 
was probably quite sufficient for an 
amateur sport, particularly with typically 
just 9 best scores to count, and that a 
reserve was healthy in case one club 
dropped out.  
 
The debate concluded with an ‘open 
verdict’, maintaining the status quo since 
no rule is currently in place and flexibility 
may be useful in future. However, one 
practical suggestion was for these prolific 
clubs to consider rotating the 
championship status between their two 
premium events, thereby conferring 
many of the benefits to club and 
competitor alike. 
 
A key benefit of a range of events is 
variety in geography and in organising 
style, but a bugbear to some competitors 
has been the diversity they experience in 
the operation and marking of timed 
special tests. Some clubs dock us 6 
points for messing it up, then again some 
include a double jeopardy with slowest 
time penalties. Some time us to a 
standstill, a few use flying finishes, some 
call them special tests while some call 
them observed tests. So up for debate 
was the level of harmonisation that might 
be desirable, particularly for those trials 
that are championship rounds. The 
outcome of a vote on the matter was 
‘vive la difference’, but with four key 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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www.TJ TyRES.co.uk 
Tom Jefferis 

 

COLWAY tyres supplied and fitted in  
Taunton Somerset 

please email me for a quote 
 

email: tom @tjyres.co.uk 
 

mobile: 07745 246106 
 

advice  -  fitting  -  balancing  -  tubes  -  mail order 
 

other makes available 

recommendations to trials organisers, ie:  
 

(a) make the test instructions 
clear to competitors by defining 
the requirements in both the regs 
and in the route card 
 
(b) discourage flying finishes, 
except perhaps where they are 
used to hasten progress up an 
observed section 
 
(c) time the test to the point of a 
front wheel crossing the finishing 
line, not to the point of stopping 
 
(d) use the Observed Test phrase 
and a target time for ‘tests of 
speed’ on the public highway. 

 
And finally, club AGMs are the appointed 
time for handovers by officers, and 
Council were pleased to welcome Ian 
Thompson into the motorcycle co-

ordinator’s role, following Keith’s very 
productive work to date. Also, like Keith, I 
am finding my new working situation to 
be demanding a lot more of my time, so 
would like to hand over after 7 years' 
scribe duties at next year’s AGM: 
meantime, I’d be keen to hear from 
anyone in our broad membership who 
would like to make a secretarial 
contribution towards the running of 
ACTC, so will post a summary of the 
post’s duties in Pat’s next issue. 
 
So I’ll now try to get my French 
Connection together and wish you a 
great trialling season. 
 

Adrian 
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The Roger Pole Taw & Torridge 
Trial 

by Bill Bennett 
 

I t seems like forever since we last did a 
trial and even with over 21 weeks in 
which to prepare the car, it still turned 
into a last minute rush but this was 

mainly due to being very busy at work and 
having quite a bit of work to do on my NA 
4-seater to get it ready for an MG 
weekend in Norfolk during the summer. 
 
Because a lot of my trials car is over 73 
years old, I have got into the habit of crack 
testing all what I consider to be critical 
items, this year this process revealed that 
both wheel steering arms were cracked 
and although it is unlikely they would both 
go together, it would be quite challenging 
if one went when cornering at speed. Even 
worse, it might have gone on a section 
and cost me points! They certainly weren’t 
cracked last year. 
 
Liz and I decided to drive down to the 
Devon/Cornwall border on Saturday and 
stay the night at the West Country Inn. 
After our last minute scramble to get away, 
we arrived at the Inn at about 19.00 hrs, 
just in time for a couple of pints of the 
landlord’s finest before enjoying a three-
course meal. Because we were leaving 
before they were prepared to serve 
breakfast, we had a very presentable 
breakfast tray left outside our room. 
Having done justice to this, we drove the 
short distance to the start, unloaded the 
car and started to form a queue for 
scrutineering. After a while quite a queue 
had formed but there was no sign of the 
scrutineers. I knew this wasn’t John & 
June’s fault because I had spoken to them 
by e-mail earlier in the week, John who 
had recently had a second replacement 
hip fitted was getting on well but not quite 
fit enough to be on his feet long enough to 
do this job.  
 

The scrutineer mystery was soon 
resolved; he had been waiting over by the 
motorbikes wondering where we were 
whilst we were waiting in the field about 50 
yards away where the signs had sent us. 
 
We have come to expect this trial to be dry 
because of the time of year, but this year 
dry was an understatement as we were 
soon to find out. The short 4 mile drive to 
the first section was enough to tell me the 
car was not producing full power. This may 
have helped our climb on section 1, 
Herdacott, described as a steep climb on 
grass. We managed to get above the 3 
marker which I was very pleased with but 
needed marshal Alan Selwood’s help and 
guidance to make a safe exit.  
 
On to section 2, Leigh Woods where I 
hoped I would have time to change the 
plugs in an attempt to regain full power, 
but by the time I had adjusted my tyres I 
only had time to change one plug. I 
choose the rear cylinder as this is the one 
which usually gives trouble first. When I 
got to the restart, I knew changing one 
plug hadn’t been enough. I managed to 
get off the restart and just past the 4 
marker before stopping due to lack of 
power. Liz, Dave Haizelden and the others 
at the top of the hill will have known I was 
not best pleased! I have always hated 
restarts, but failing the section because 
the car was not performing and after so 
much time to make sure it was just right, 
really p….. me off! There was so much 
grip I couldn’t even get the wheels to spin. 
 
On to section 3, Crossleigh, which was 
described as ‘a winding track with gullies 
and rock slab’. Most people who have 
done this trial will remember this section, 
usually starting with a small detour at the 
bottom and a class 7 & 8 restart on the big 
slab about half way up which is the crux of 
the section. Well this year the detour at the 
bottom was much bigger with a drop of 
about two feet into a very deeply rutted 
track, and all just at the point where you 
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needed to make a 90+ degree turn to go 
up the track. One of the first cars I 
watched attempt the section was Andrew 
Wood with his VW Golf who finished up 
with one front wheel a good 12 inches off 
the ground and the car right across the 
track with it’s bonnet buried in the far side 
bank. There is certainly no diff lock on that 
car! After a lot of to-ing and fro-ing 
Andrew finally got clear allowing Ian 
Cundy to try his luck, with a similar result. 
It was quite interesting to be at the bottom 
of the hill with Mike Collins and Dave 
Haizelden who were having quite a 
discussion having witnessed the last two 
cars. Eventually it was Mikes turn who 
decided a bit more speed was needed at 
the critical point. There was much 
crashing and banging and the far bank 
was moved some 3 or 4 inches by Mike’s 
front end, but the result was a clean, 
WELL DONE MIKE! That bit of bodywork 
can soon be knocked out and refilled. 
Well, now it was down to Dave, but it soon 
became clear that Dave was less keen on 
spending his nights during the week 
repairing bodywork and finished up in 
more or less the same position as the first 
two Golfs. 
 
It was now our turn to negotiate this 
obstacle and having changed the other 
three plugs and instructed Liz on our 
game plan, we set off from the line. When 
we got to the critical point it all looked 
different and I just had to improvise. Being 
rear wheel drive we didn’t have too much 
problem with grip but the chassis and 
body distorted so much that the bonnet 
came out of its fixings requiring later 
stripping and repositioning to resecure. 
 
The next section was cancelled, I think the 
reason was something to do with access, 
so having completed the first special test 
we went on to section 5 Langtree 
Common. Because of the dry conditions 
this section only stopped 4 cars; I guess 
they found the boulder in the offside wheel 
track. 

It was then on to section 6 The Loop. 
Now for someone who gets his left and 
rights mixed up, in this sort of section 
where you can easily go the wrong way, I 
have to listen very carefully to Liz’s helpful 
instructions. We have found the best way 
of avoiding me making mistakes is for Liz 
to follow the instruction with clarification. 
For instance, ‘left, that’s my side’ or ‘right, 
that’s your side’, I seem to manage quite 
well with ‘straight on’. Fortunately, today 
there were some very helpful marshals 
who went out of their way to kept you on 
track. 11 cars picked up some points on 
this section. 
 
Next, just along the track was section 7, 
Across the Stream. This section had one 
of those dreaded restarts for class 2. 
Although we witnessed some cars going 
the wrong way I managed to stay on 
course and even completed the steep 
restart although the engine wasn’t 
performing any better with the four new 
plugs. I now realised the problem was with 
the magneto and I would have to manage 
the best I could for the rest of the day. 
 
Section 8 Not Straight Up was for solo 
motorcycles only so it was on to section 9, 
Tarzan. The description was ‘Angled 
climb through trees’. This was another 
power sapping climb with mega grip and I 
ran out of power adding another 4 points 
to my score sheet. Adrian in his big 
Wolseley Hornet failed with a score of 8, 
but then I found out he had broken his 
gearbox, which forced him to retire. 
 
Next was section 10, Week Bottom, 
again being described as ‘an angled climb 
through trees’. I’m not sure whether the 
‘angled climb’ referred to the tight bend 
you had to negotiate or the angle the car 
went to trying to get into the section. Liz 
was getting quite nervous thinking we 
might tip over but as I told her, ‘your wheel 
is on the high ground, just make sure you 
keep it there!’ Because of the sharp bend I 
couldn’t carry any speed into the section 
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The 2006 Taw & 
Torridge Trial 
 
(Photos by Dave 
Haizelden) 
 
 
 
Adrain Dommett & Judy 
Phillips. Wolsley Hornet, 

on the Leigh Wood 
restart 

 

 
 
 
Andrew Martin, 
Dutton Melos,  at 
the start of Tarzan 

 
 
 

Michael Collins, 
VW Golf,  on 

Tarzan 
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and with of all the grip, I couldn’t get my 
wheels spinning, consequently we finished 
up running out of power just past the 5 
marker.  
 
Needless to say we were running quite 
late by the time we got to the lunch stop, 
so we settled for a quick afternoon bacon 
roll and continued on our way to section 
11, Top Corner, described as a ‘curved 
climb between trees’. The section was 
probably only about 30 yards long but it 
appeared to be bottomless and if your 
wheels spun half a turn, you sunk enough 
to be sitting on your chassis. We only 
managed to get just past the 9 marker and 
then made a right ‘horlicks’ of trying to 
back out getting stuck behind a tree. To 
my relief two of the marshals were Nick 
Farmer and Alan Selwood who fought 
hard along with others to cover up my 
embarrassment and get me out. Thanks to 
everyone who helped. 
 
We then followed arrows to section 12, 
Tuckers Mill which was described as 
‘steep straight climb on forest track’.  Yet 
another section where my lack of power 
came into play costing me another 3 
points. So it was down the track to the 
second Special Test where we had to start 
from line A, drive all the way around a 
cone and then stop astride line B. My time 
of 32.38 seconds was quite pedestrian 
compared to most of the field! Further 
along the track and we arrived at section 
13, Watergate Woods, which was 
described as a ‘steep stony track’. This 
section gave points to eight of the car 
entrants, but we managed to clean it. 
 
We travelled some 10 miles and across a 
field to reach section 14, Abbots Track, a 
‘level start across a stream to a steep 
muddy loop followed by a gentle climb up 
rough lane’, except that the ‘muddy loop’ 
was not very muddy and hence the 
section was quite easy and claimed no car 
victims. A short drive took us to section 
15, Adrian’s Aisle described as a ‘narrow 

steep twisting track’. Whilst waiting our 
turn we watched a number of cars failing 
this hill, it seemed quite slippery, very 
steep and with two tight turns. We 
managed the first tight turn but due to 
driver error and cutting the second right 
hand corner too tight, came to a halt 
earning another 2 points. Pity, I should 
have climbed that hill!   
 
We followed the track for about 200 yards 
to section 16, Devon Yoemanry Butts, ‘a 
gentle climb on track through trees’. All 
classes had a restart and a combination of 
me letting my tyres down too low and the 
lack of power meant that although we got 
away from the restart, we could not get 
going well enough to climb the rest of the 
hill and eventually stopped just above the 
4 marker.  
 

From here we had an approx. 13 mile 
drive to the last section, section 17, 
Cutliffe Lane which entailed a ‘sharp 
bend through gate and a steep climb on 
loose stones. Because of the dry 
conditions, this hill didn’t pose the usual 
problems and we enjoyed a clean climb. 
From here it was a 7 mile drive back to 
Killarney Springs and signing off. 
 
The dry conditions made it very difficult for 
the organisers who have to be praised for 
finding a ways of stopping everybody 
except Adrian Marfell who was using Tony 
Young’s steed, but the same dry 
conditions took its toll on the machinery 
with over 25% of the cars, retiring! 

 

Please help your 
championship 

secretary and return 
your 2007 ACTC entry 

form as soon as 
possible. 
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The Roger Pole Taw & Torridge 
Trial 2006 

a report from the Muddy Fox 
 

I sn’t it amazing how short the summer 
becomes when the regs for the 
season opener drop through the 
letterbox and you haven’t even looked 

at the bike since April? 
 
The Killarney Springs is a great start 
venue – loads of space, good food and 
even room to pitch a tent for the truly 
hardy. Although, to be fair, it hadn’t been 
cold; or wet, which tends to give the clerk 
a few problems, of course. Indeed the 
morning dawned with only a little sea mist, 
which promised a bright day to come. 
 
A short run led to Herdacott, basically a 
100-yard climb up a dewy-wet grassy 
slope at the edge of a field, with an 
interesting hole near the top. The outfits 
suffered here, so the single mark dropped 
by Alex Lidgate / John Webb on their 
Yamaha is definitely worthy of mention, 
but on the whole the solos had no 
problem. On to Leigh Woods – for many 
years the closing section on the trial, and 
a chance to view the truly fearsome grass 
slope opposite which Holsworthy kindly 
save for the Chairmans trial. Leigh Woods 
was dry, with a generous restart box – so 
again, no particular problems for anyone. 
 
Then Crossleigh. Always a rough one, and 
usually a little damp around the rock 
slabs, the club makes all the bikes do a 
little diversion around a tree at the bottom 
before rejoining the main track. The 
problem here is the rejoining, since it is 
down a steepish bank into one of the deep 
ruts of the main section, and if the front 
wheel is allowed to dip too far, disaster 
awaits! All but one of the outfits and 
several solos came unstuck here – so well 
done to Martin Chapman/Clare Butler on 
their KTM for getting it right and cleaning 
the whole thing.  Section 4 Penhill Quarry 

was cancelled so it was on to Langtree 
Common – to an old person such as your 
scribe it is just incredible how overgrown 
this section has become. For those who 
haven’t seen it, the section is two large 
hummocks followed by a very steep, but 
short, grass bank, immediately followed by 
a 90 right and follow the lane up and out. 
The problem, of course, is that the 
hummocks prevent too much speed off 
the line – but given the dry conditions it 
was really no surprise that the only marks 
dropped were a couple of dabs on the way 
out. 
 
On to the woods by Rosemoor and 
Torrington for five woody entertainments 
and this was where the weather, or rather 
the lack of it, really made its presence felt. 
The first, The Loop was a relatively simple 
curve around some trees, cleaned by 
most, then Across the Stream – left, up, 
right, down, across, and then a cunning 
restart box on the edge of the steepest 
part – absolutely bone dry and just too 
much grip – lots of aviation in the front 
wheel department and several 
ignominious descents minus the bike, 
which followed shortly! Several, including 
your scribe, decided that the restart 
looked so awful it would be better to fail 
the section early on and save on the 
embarrassment. Then Not Straight Up, for 
solos only, a simple (huh!) continuous 
zigzag up to the very top of the tree line – 
only a very few clean, with several losing 
their hitherto clean sheets – the real 
problem was the huge lump of dirt and 
dust which accumulated around the two 
marker and just swallowed all your power. 
Both Ray Gerring and Chris Lidstone, by 
now vying for the class B lead stayed 
clean. Then Tarzan and Week Bottom – 
variations on a theme of angled climbs 
through the trees – both caused the outfits 
some problems but the solos were fairly 
unscathed.  
 
And so to Torrington Common for lunch – 
the boot sale was extremely sparsely 
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populated this year – mind you, it’s a good 
thing really – I mean, if you buy something 
where the hell are you going to put it? 
 
Watergate Woods for three sections and a 
special test – a minor curiosity of the day 
was that both special tests were feet deep 
in sloppy mud whereas the sections were 
dry. Odd. None of the three caused any 
problems so on to Court Barton Farm for 
Abbots Track – a really good classic 
section – downhill start across a rocky 
stream, up to a loop round some trees and 
back down to the track beside the stream 
for the long climb out. Absolutely lovely 
section, which took marks off no one! 
Conversely, the second of the next two 
woodland sections, Devon Yeomanry 
Butts, took two marks off every single 
solo, which should probably tell you 
something. The problem was a 180-
degree right-hander, marked with tape, 
which wasn’t really visible till you arrived, 
too fast and on the wrong line to make the 
corner! Ah well.  

 
And so to Cutliffe Lane for the closer. 
Cutliffe is no problem really; it’s just 
unbelievably steep! The solos were made 
to ride up the verge to the restart, 
presumably to add a little spice to the dry 
conditions, but this only fazed a very few. 
The restart was difficult, too much grip 
again, and so caught a few more. Back to 
Killarney Springs for sheet signing and 
food – an excellent event run in difficult 
conditions for any clerk – so 
congratulations and thanks to Jim Woods 
and team for a fun day out. 
 
Results will show that Ray and Chris 
fought to the end, separated only by 
special test times in favour of Chris, Alex 
Lidgate and John Webb taking the outfit 
class, Chris Poel on his very nice Triumph 
dropping only 9 to take the Brit bikes class 
and Kevin Jennings on his 450 GasGas 
taking the big solo class. Well done to all! 
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The 2006 Taw and Torridge 
By Chris Phillips 

 

T he Taw and Torridge always 
seems to get a good write up in 
Restart and I enjoyed the 2005 
event. So I was pleased to be 

invited to accompany Dudley Sterry again 
in the MG J2 for the 2006 running. The 
rain threatened for the day didn’t 
materialise until we’d travelled across a 
misty Dorset and were heading west down 
the A 39 towards Bude. Even then it was 
more of a low mist than serious rain and 
luckily it didn’t persist for long. 
  
The start venue at Killarney Springs is 
fairly spread out, but it does do a good 
breakfast and after three hours in an open 
car it was very welcome. There was also 
plenty of time for a good chat with fellow 
triallers after the long summer break. 
 
We arrived at the section, Herdacott, just 
in time to see to see Adrian Marfell 
emerge for the top of the section in Tony 
Young’ buggy. Adrian had been working 
on the car during the summer and was 
giving it a test drive before handing it back 
to Tony. The section here is a typical PCT 
hill, with a straight climb on grass after an 
initial kink. The grass was very wet and 
trickling was definitely the order of the day. 
The plan would have worked, but for the 
slight hollow up by the three-marker, which 
broke the adhesion and we had to settle 
for a two. Not a bad score as it turned out 
as there was only one other clean, Giles 
Greenslade in the big Beetle running last 
car. 
 
On to Leigh Woods, which I remembered 
from last year, and a section which starts 
through a stream and then wanders up 
through the trees to field, with a restart for 
all the car classes about half way up on a 
sandy bank.  This was particularly severe 
on class 4 with Hans Viertel getting the 
only clean in the class. 

On now to Crossleigh with a restart for 
classes 7 and 8 with a deep rut on the 
right of the restart. This didn’t bother the 
MG but there were a number of cars that 
came to grief just after the start, stopping 
only just after the 12 marker. 
 
Penhill Quarry had been cancelled so the 
next excitement was Special Test 1 in a 
muddy area involving a large three-point 
turn and much wrestling with the wheel. 
Reasonable time here from Dudley and 
the MG, but beaten by at least two others. 
 
Langtree Common was next with a 
straightforward climb up through the 
bracken, but there was plenty of grip and 
only four cars in the field dropped any 
points here. 
 
The next four hills were grouped in set of 
woods that looked pretty much like a 
prehistoric rain forest. We wouldn’t have 
been too surprised to see the odd 
dinosaur pop its head out! It’s the only 
place that I’ve seen bamboo growing in 
the middle of the track but I’m told that it 
does wonders for cleaning the underside 
of the cars as you pass through! 
 
The Loop I remembered from last year, 
but in a different configuration, and it 
certainly lived up to its name. The trick 
here was to ensure that the driver knew 
exactly where he was going because only 
the last few yards had any gradient at all. 
 
The results show that only a handful of 
cars dropped points here and so it was on 
a few yards along the top track to Across 
the Stream. This section was a figure-of-
eight around trees and bushes with a 
restart for all cars thrown in for good 
measure. There was a nasty tree root 
across the first part of the loop, which 
stopped four or five cars, but it was the 
restart that caused major problems for the 
saloons. Adrian Marfell had kangarooed 
out of the restart in front of us in a shower 
of sandy soil and the area must have been 
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pretty well dug out for the later runners. 
Tris White and Colin Jeffery in class 3 
deserve a special round of applause as 
the only saloons to clean the section.  
 
Tarzan came up next, which was tight and 
steep, but dry with reasonable grip and 
which caused points to be dropped right 
across the field. Kelly Thomas had a 
notable climb here in her Escort, the only 
clean outside of classes 7 & 8. 
 
The final section in the woods, Week 
Bottom, was a recently manufactured 
climb through the trees, with a very tight 
left turn just after the start and a restart for 
classes 7 & 8. The tight turn was 
necessitated by two very large pine trees 
and Dudley missed the first one by the 
thickness of a coat of paint but there was 
no way we could drive round the second. 
So we drove up it! With full left lock Dudley 
managed to keep the MG going forward 
whilst the offside front wheel went slowly 
up the tree. Eventually, after we’d risen 
about three feet the wheel cleared the 
tree, the front dropped to the ground and 
we clawed our way in to restart and out of 
the section for a clean and with a fairly 
smelly clutch. I hope someone has 
managed to get some photos of that 
moment.  It was priceless. It was here that 
Adrian Dommett’s challenge vapourised 
when the gearbox of his Wolseley Hornet 
broke up with some very expensive 
noises.  
 
We arrived at the lunch break at the 
Commons car park in Torrington with 
Dudley and the MG having dropped only 
the two points on the first hill and fairly 
satisfied with the morning’s work. 
 
Here we met a crestfallen Martin and Irene 
Willis and their recently acquired class 4 
VW Beetle. Things hadn’t gone too well for 
the Willis’. Firstly Irene’s seat had come of 
the mountings on a section; then a rock 
had tried to get in through the floor; this 
was followed by a problem with the hand-

brake cable and finally the spare wheel 
carrier, complete with two spares had 
detached itself from the bodywork. So a 
halt was called to their competitive 
proceedings, which seemed scant reward 
for their marathon drive down from 
Cumbria to take part.  
 
Top Corner, the first section after the 
lunch halt, was a strange little squirt 
across and up a slope under the trees off 
to one side of the main track. It was all 
right so long as you kept as far right as 
possible and had enough power. Not what 
could be described as a ‘classic’ trial 
section though, however, that could 
certainly be said of Tuckers Mill, the next 
section. Described in the road book as a 
‘steep, straight climb on forest track’ it was 
certainly that with a restart for all classes 
thrown in. There was plenty of grip and the 
results show that relatively few people had 
problems. 
 
From Tuckers Mill it was on to Special 
Test 2, which consisted of a 540-degree 
swing round a cone, followed by a dash to 
stop astride. The MG, having a relatively 
long wheelbase isn’t too manoeuvrable in 
this type of test and so we had a relatively 
poor time. 
 
Watergate Woods, Section 13, was a 
steep stony track with a class 6, 7 & 8 
restart. We watched Adrian Marfell and 
Steve Vincent both stop low in the box and 
have lots of smoke and wheelspin before 
pulling away. Dudley stopped the MG high 
on the restart and there was much more 
grip and we pulled away with no problem. 
 
Section 14, Abbott’s Track, has, I 
confess left little of an impression in my 
memory. The notes I made at the time 
included ‘innocuous’ and since no one 
amongst the cars dropped any points at all 
it would seem to be a good description. 
 
I’m not sure after which Adrian the section 
called Adrian’s Aisle is named, but 
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probably not the Marfell variety because 
judging by the engine noises he had some 

problems on the lower parts of the hill 
before emerging at the top. Emerging too 
far as it happened, because the plan here 
was to turn round and come back down 
the hill and Adrian didn’t, but a marshal on 
a quad bike found him eventually and 
normal service was resumed. The hill itself 
is rocky and quite slippery at the bottom 
with a couple of hairpins included. Odd to 
see that such a seasoned driver as 
Andrew Martin dropped seven points here. 
 
There was a lot of bike activity at the 
penultimate hill, Devon Yeomanry Butts, 
which included a restart for all car classes. 
It’s a gentle twisty climb through small 
trees but it did cause some dropped points 
in the saloons. 
 

Section 17, the climax of the trial was the 
famous Cutliffe Lane complete with a 
restart for classes 7 & 8. But the hill was 
dry, and even with 16psi in the rear 
wheels we had little difficulty cleaning it in 

fine fashion. There were only four 
casualties here with two in class 8 and 

another two 
in the whole 
of the rest of 
the field, a 
testament to 
how much a 
drop of 
water can 
change a 
hill’s 
character. 
 

The trial had 
certainly 
been 
organised 
as a dry trial 
and the 
weather 
hadn’t 
interfered to 
upset this 
plan. It was 
good to see 

that, having imposed tyre pressure limits 
on most classes, the organisers had the 
personnel and equipment on every section 
to check that these were being a adhered 
to. So a good event came to an end. No 
rain to speak of and eventually some 
welcome sunshine. Back at Killarney 
Springs there was time for well-earned 
cup of tea before the trek back to 
Lyndhurst and Havant. 
 

Congratulations to the organisers and 
marshals on good event and to Adrian 
Marfell on a well deserved overall win with 
a clean sheet. Dudley Sterry’s second 
overall, with two dropped points, was the 
closest I’ve come to troubling the 
engravers on a one-day event. Other 
class winners included Andrew Martin 
(class 7), Michael Collins (1), Bill Bennett 
(2), Colin Jeffery (3) Hans Viertel (4) Keith 
Sanders (5) and Trevor Johns (6). 
 
A final word: I hope I can get a ride on 
next year’s event! 

Trouble at Adrian’ Aisle 
 

(Photo by Dave Haizelden) 
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Exe Valley 2006 – muddy hell 
by Dave Mason 

 

I t was good to receive the route card in 
the post, gives us a chance to double 
up on the font size and roll it into the 
route holder. Interesting to see the 

status of each lane with many being 
county highways. Since the NERC law, up 
here in Gloucestershire Sphinx country, 
our choice of 26 lanes has been 
decimated, down to 3, most of our county 
roads having dual status and now lost. I 
digress, sorry. 

 
I turned into the Exeter Court Hotel car 
park in plenty of time for my 0805 start. It 
was that old adage, no matter how early 
you are, you are never first. I’m surprised I 
can say this but the formalities were 
actually pleasurable, no queues, no 
Spanish inquisition. It must cost the sec a 
fortune in highlighter pens but he and his 
helper really have got it sorted. As for a 
Welshman doing scrutineering, well I 
guess don’t even ask. The note from C of 
C saying that PALFREY was now 
included, ‘You will love it, just see what 
THE Farmer’s done’ sent us on our way 
with a certain amount of trepidation. 
 
So on to UNDERDOWN a perfect little 
section for number one, not difficult (sorry 
Andy, how did you get that 12?) nice to 
ride and gives a bit of confidence for the 
next section which, being bike only, is 
perhaps going to be a toughie.  
 
Little did we know we were riding toward 
the gates of hell - TREHILL. The marshal 
saying it was marked out for dry going and 
the ground was anything but. So 
McDonalds is not the only one offering a 
‘Big Tasty’ although one rider was heard to 
mutter something like ‘Muddy hell’ and 
THE farmer to say, ‘Not me this time Guv, 
its Mother Nature what’s made it that wet’.  
A little modification made the section ride-
able and Chris Lidstone gave it first crack 
for a creditable 8. In fact it was truly 

creditable when you looked at his back 
tyre, I’ve seen more tread on 
Schumacher’s Ferrari and that’s on a dry 
track! Perhaps a downturn in the 
landscaping business means hard times. 
With some serious marks going down the 
pan Yoshi’s turn came and it was a classic 
exhibition of finding grip as he coasted to 
the top. Ray Gerring was to emulate him 
with the only other clean of the day and on 
a big 400 Honda.  
 
Chris Poel followed with a 6 on his 
Triumph 500, which must have been a ride 
well worth watching. Back in the real world 
there were a number of beetroot faced 
riders still trying to exit the section. Yoshi 
embracing the new NHS care in the 
community for the elderly policy was riding 
bikes out for the absolutely knackered. 
Don’t worry Graham I won’t embarrass 
anyone with names. For myself, next time I 
see him I’ll gladly buy him a pint – well half 
a pint.  Buster took a 9 but rode out 
sweetly, must be drugged up to the 
eyeballs, no other explanation. So, was 
that the trial won or lost, no way, the 
notorious UPPER KINGSWELL was just 
around the corner. 
 
The sidecars had jumped us, Trehill being 
a solos only section. So what was their 
technique – lots of revs lots of noise and a 
good bow wave through the water. I think a 
different story on round the corner, the 
high revs would end in a cough and a long 
wait. For them the results told the story. 
For the solos a mixed bag of results, for 
those of us with previous intimate, even 
close knowledge of the section we knew at 
least to go left but often to no avail. The 
results show 5 cleans and certainly the two 
hardest sections of the trial were now 
behind us.  
 
PALFREYS was a step down in difficulty 
and not quite the horror expected but what 
was Keith Johnson up to? Was he wishing 
he hadn’t sold that lovely Triumph/Cotton, 
the Honda just was not doing the business 
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for him. Keith Aldridge and probably all 
sidecar crews were having fun and games 
on the steep and slippery downhill 
approach to Palfreys. I think it was Julia 
Browne airborne and going rude side up 
as they dived over the brow. The chairs 
seemed to enjoy this section giving it even 
more revs and bigger grins (drivers not 
passengers). 
 
BLACKALDERS being a regularity-timed 
section was a complete contrast. The 
target was a minute and with the finish line 
clearly visible from quite a few yards back 
one expected some accurate runs 
provided you had a watch. So the results 
sheet for the car classes was very 
surprising. Many wild results perhaps 
suggesting passengers not talking to their 
drivers after the trauma of Upper 
Kingswell.  
 
On we went with beautiful scenery as 
promised. ANNIE’S WOOD giving plenty 
of grip but JOHN GRANTS catching a few, 
as did SIMMS. By now the pace was 
leisurely having caught up with the course 
openers. Time to look for those 
commemorative plaques nestling by the 
gate at Simms almost lost in the 
undergrowth this time of year. But we still 
had TIPLEY in front of us, always an iffy 
restart on those slippery slabs, the C of C 

now well tuned to knowing exactly where 
to mark the line. As I came up to the start I 
could just see Ian Rennie’s back 
mudguard dancing around on the restart 
and going nowhere. My remark to the 
marshal that it was still as slippery as ever 
gleaned a reply of  ‘Well he’s stopped in 
the wrong place’. Local knowledge, thank 
you kind Sir, so I went middle for diddle 
and cruised off the restart even on my 
cheapskate Mitas rear tyre. Graham 
Makepeace was also to make the same 
mistake as Ian. 
 
So once again the raider comes from over 
the border steals our English silverware 
(Sarah made sure he didn’t steal our 
women) and scarpers, maybe time to blow 
up the bridge. Well done Yoshi followed 
by a very good ride from Pete Lethbridge 
as runner up, a dark horse not showing up 
in the programme. Buster Griffen, Chris 
Poel and Andy/Anita Petherick each 
having convincing wins in the other bike 
classes. Glad to see Tom Beckerleg 
finishing and runner up to Chris, I was 
fearful that he was still stuck down in 
TREHILL with the heavy metal Ariel. 
 
Thanks to everyone involved particularly 
THE farmer who provided the err  - ‘fun’ in 
the early sections.  

My first ever trial (Exe Valley) 
  by Nicole Haizelden 
(aged 10) 
 

M y older brother Aaron could not 
make this event so my Dad 
asked if I would like to come 
instead. We got up quite early 

on Sunday morning with Mike and Tina 
waiting for us outside. We drove to Exeter 
Court Hotel where we got our route card 
and numbers. Unfortunately we had the 
second to last number, and Tina and Mike 
had the last. I was the navigator as we 

drove to our first hill called Underdown. 
This one was quite easy to get up, even 
though it was bumpy with a sharp left turn 
back to the bottom.  
 
Then we drove to the second hill called 
Upper Kingswell. Tina and I went to have 
a look at this hill and found that we had 
quite a wait so we all got out and watched 
the other bikes and cars. Some people did 
not quite make it up as they got water in 
their engines and had to wait for the 
tractor to come and pull them up. I thought 
that it was quite funny. At the start of the 
hill there were two pools of mucky water 
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2006 Exe Valley Trial 
(photos by Nicole Haizelden) 

 
Keith Sanders in trouble on Upper Kingswell and more damage for Dave Haizelden 
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that we had to get through and then came 
the big hill. Around the corner of that hill it 
was all stodgy and slimy and Dad had to 
rev hard to get up.  
 

The next hill, which was called Palfrey’s 
wasn’t very far away. We had to drive 
down a big bumpy and stony hill, which I 
didn’t like because we could have 
tumbled down the side. We started by 
going up a rough but small hill then came 
to two big steep mounds before the track 
came to a field. It was a little entry to get 
to the field and my Dad didn’t quite see it 
so he bashed into the post and stopped! 
Then he discovered that he had to go up 
another big hill inside the field but since 
he stopped it was quite hard to get going 
again.  
 
The next hill we had to make our way to 
was called Blackalders Lane. This hill was 
a regularity test and we had to make it up 
in exactly one minute. I counted for my 
Dad up to one minute but the man at the 
end got the time wrong. He said that we 
were too slow by twenty-six seconds! So I 
told him he was wrong. A little way on we 
came to another section called Old Ridge. 
A man stood half way along with a little 
white flag were we had to stop and start 
again. It was called a restart.  
 
Next we stopped and said hello to Angus 
who was standing at the bottom of 
Tillerton. This hill was rough and rocky. 
 
Then we went on to Annie’s Steep. This 
hill was extremely hard, and was a big 
surprise to me. I didn’t expect it to be so 
steep. I thought that we were going to go 
straight on but instead we did a sharp turn 
to the right and went up a very steep hill. 
It was a very hard to get up and we only 
got to number nine which isn’t too bad.  
 
Next we did a hill with a restart called 
Chips Turn. After we had done this hill we 
waited for Mike and Tina to finish. My Dad 
said to them “you didn’t tell us about that 
second restart. You only said there was 

one restart today.” So my Dad said that 
they were being devious.  
 
We came to Rebels Way, which was a 
grassy high bank with lots of posts. We 
had to try and get as high as we could 
without hitting the posts. But we didn’t 
quite make it to the top and stopped at the 
three.  
 
Then we followed the track to John 
Grant’s Lane. It was a time test and we 
beat Mike on it by six seconds!  
 
My Dad started to talk about our next hill 
called Simms. He said that it was a 
famous hill that many people struggle to 
get up. When it was our turn to go I was 
excited but Dad was nervous. The man 
blew his whistle and off we went. It all 
seemed to be going fine but then we got 
near the top and the car stopped moving 
forward. My Dad had to stop revving and 
then it chugged to the top. It was the 
bumpiest hill I think there was. Later on 
we found out that Mike and Tina hadn’t 
made it up! (even though they said they 
had!) 
 
My Dad was on the phone to Aaron at the 
start of Tipley. This was a very bumpy hill. 
And I did not like it because it wasn’t very 
interesting.  
 
We got on to the last hill called Waterless 
Lane. This one had a sharp turn at the 
end and you had to be careful not to drive 
into the people that were watching. We 
watched Mike drive his car into the bank 
and damage the bumper! I have to admit 
it was quite funny. 
 
To finish the day off we went to the Little 
Chef. And looked at the pictures Tina tried 
to take but she missed mostly everybody 
and finished up with pictures of feet and 
grass.  
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Exe Valley Trial 24th 
September 2006 

by Bob Jones 
 
It was autumn, late September and the 
weekend of the Crash Box & Classic Car 
Club of Devon’s Exe Valley Trial was 
upon us. The trusty Skoda of Courtenay 
Yandle was wheeled out again with the 
added bonus of this event being the 
closest start and finish of all the events on 
the classic trial calendar: only 3 miles from 
Kenton……almost a lie-in for Courtenay 
and his passenger (ballast) Bob Jones. 
 
The car was in fine fettle having had a 
tune up and rejetting at Tipton Garage, all 
wheels and steering straightened and 
ready to go. Many readers probably recall 
with fond memories of Courtenay and his 
outfits for many years. Always a 
motorcycle fan he took the reluctant step 
into the luxury of tin tops (and heater!) 
with four wheels last season….his first 
event in the Skoda being the 2005 Exeter 
Trial. 
 
However, there is always the place for 
nostalgia, and the start of the day was 
enlivened by the presence of his old 
Yamaha outfit running at 23 ridden by Al 
Lidgate. So after swapping many yarns 
with the outfit brigade the Skoda set sail 
running at 56. 
 
The entry consisted of 26 bikes and 42 
cars as fine as was the day, but with 
heavy rain a few days previously we knew 
the sections could well be testing. 
 
Section 1 was “Underdown” just below the 
Haldon ridge. Just a squirt up and around 
a tree lined forestry track. No problems 
here for Courtenay, but just enough to 
confirm the new tractability of the adjusted 
carburetion. Sadly the first retirement was 
observed here with the VW Beetle of 
Peter Daniels out on the road sounding 
rather poorly. 

Off then down to the old A30 through Ide 
and on to sections 2, 3 & 4 the Exeter side 
of Tedburn.  
 
Section 2 “Trehill” was for bikes only. 
However from reports we heard it was 
extremely testing; the recent rain making 
the yellow “Tedburn Clay” the consistency 
of treacle. Only two cleans here; no 70 
Yoshi Adams, Yamaha Serow and no 10 
Ray Gerring, Honda. 
 
Section 3 “Upper Kingswell” was for 
all…..Tedburn Clay as well; indeed the 
track into the section was tough and could 
have been observed. Apparently it was as 
hard as tarmac a few days earlier. Going 
up this we came upon No 21 Tom 
Beckerleg on his Ariel having great trouble 
keeping upright. Also in the queue was a 
slightly (?) “delicate” Giles Greenslade 
who had been attending his sisters’ 
wedding the day before. What better than 
a bit of trialling to clear the brain? This 
section started downhill into two liquid clay 
slurry hollows, the second being almost 
two feet deep then a blast through 
thickening clay ruts to the top. Again 
Skoda clean! 
 
Section 4 “Palfreys” was a new section 
recently carved out by the farmer, an 
initial straight blast up and over two 
humps then an unseen left/right through a 
gate and up a grass field. Most cars got 
through into the grass but most stopping 
at the 2, 3 or 4 marks; including us. 
 
Next came “Blackalders Lane” an 
observed regularity test. The test length of 
¼ mile had to be completed in a target 
time of 1 minute (i.e. 15 mph) Courtenay’s 
passenger Bob also navigates on rallies 
so this was done “spot on” (more luck 
than guesswork), but was only used as a 
tie breaker. 
 
Section 5 “Oldridge” came next with a 
restart all classes. A 6 for Courtenay here 
due to overshoot of restart line. Too much 
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concentration on positioning on a rock 
ledge at the restart claimed 
Courtenay……..Bob to shout louder in 
future! 
 
Then problems……..remember the liquid 
clay slurry at OS3……Skoda started to 
boil at top of Oldridge. Solution quickly 
found…… stop at nearby farm, and 
borrow a hose to clear radiator and top up 
system. 
 
So off to section 6 “ Tillerton”, but not 
without further dramas……..Skoda 
brewed up again near Posbury on the 
road section just south West of Crediton. 
No top up water available so in went half a 
flask of Bob’s coffee and the drivers’ bottle 
of lemonade……what a brew! So decided 
to trundle gently downhill to Crediton 
(garage by station) and acquire some 
water. To our surprise when we get there 
to see at least four cars including most of 
the Escorts in the high pressure jet wash 
removing the pottery clay which had set 
hard in their radiators. So we were not 
alone…….and after a wash and brush up 
off to Tillerton again. 
 
Tillerton was no problem……a clean again 
here and seemed smoother than in the 
Exeter in January, or was it because the 
Skodas’ drivability lets a more controlled 
approach now instead of blasting  and 
hoping? 
 
A long road section followed over and into 
the Teign valley and Clifford Bridge into a 
group of Sections: - OS 7 “Annie’s Steep”, 
OS 8 2Cod Wood”, and OS 9 “Chips 
Turn”. 
The first depends on getting the 90 degree 
sharp turn into the climb right, which 
Courtenay didn’t so an early stop at 9.  
The other two were good blasts, with OS 9 
having a restart for all classes……both 
clean. 
 
Next section 10 “Rebels Way” near 
Trusham; a tight subdivided section up a 

grassy bank. To our surprise the Skoda 
netted a 1. Only 5 other cars were also on 
1, and two cars cleaning the section:- No 
59 Simon Groves, Escort, and No 66 Nick 
Farmer, Escort. Courtenay did have a 
special incentive of a kiss from the lady 
marshal here if he did well! 
 
Observed test 1 “John Grant’s Lane” 
followed with usual stop astrides and 
avoid the river instruction. 
 
Section 11 “Northwood” took us out of the 
Teign valley and a clean was again 
recorded. 
 
Next came Section 12 “Simms”…….some 
delays here as some ramblers had a 
“ramble” down the narrow track; cars and 
bodies don’t mix. The start line gave less 
of a run up than the “Exeter” being 
between the bottom gate and the bend. 
The Skoda again showed what an 
improved car it is by easily cleaning the 
section. 
 
Down the hill then to Section 13 “Tipley”; 
the observed section seemed shorter than 
previous encounters and again was 
cleaned. 
 
A run back over Haldon took us to 
Observed Test 2 “Copse Lane” down 
below Ideford which is nowhere near Ide! 
(see earlier) then a short trip to the back of 
Dawlish to the final section……. 
 
Section 14 “Waterless Lane”. Plenty of 
grip on this one and the trusty Skoda 
poodled up for yet another clean. 
 
All in all an excellent days trialling, good 
sections, good atmosphere and no car 
problems apart from a bit of percolation; 
not even a puncture! Result 4th in class, 
but if not for the missed restart a second 
was on the cards. The world is full of 
“what ifs”, however, and of course there’s 
always next time. 

22 

Baldrick’s Vital Spark 
by Myke Pocock 

 

I n a pathetic and cringeworthy attempt 
to maintain marital harmony I 
eventually capitulated and allowed the 
Big Cheese to pack enough gear to 

last us for a fortnight’s holiday in the 
Caribbean instead of a night in darkest 
Derbyshire. I know my place in the great 
scheme of things and which side my bread 
is buttered! Friday, pre-trial involved 
loading up with tool kit, trolley jack, electric 
air pump etc and to check that which had 
been checked countless times before. 
This, trials nuts, could well have led to my 
2006 Edinburgh Trial downfall.  
 

With a start time of 5:07 and 195 miles to 
travel, setting off at 9pm on the Friday may 
well appear early but I wanted some sleep 
time, chinwag time and look around time. 
Fate, as they say, had ideas that didn’t 
quite dovetail neatly with mine. Less than 
two miles from home the indicators gave 
up the ghost and the instrument lights took 
time off work. Turning the engine off for an 
investigation was not one of my brightest 
of ideas when it wouldn’t start again. 
Fortunately a work colleague, living locally 
and surprised at a visit from me at 9:15 at 
night, was press-ganged into giving me a 
jump-start. Arriving back home much 
sooner than expected, I delved into the 
inner workings of the steering column 
wiring loom, convinced that the power lead 
from my recently installed sat nav socket 
had caused the battery to drain. Nothing 
was apparent but the substitution of a 
healthy battery returned Baldrick to rude 
health and off we went. The indicators 
were still somewhat lazy, an indication of 
the real problem to an expert but not 
Baldrick’s pilot. This time we actually 
managed a creditable 35 miles or so until 
all went AWOL once again sense 
prevailed at last and a check of the nether 
regions of the engine bay indicated a lead 
hanging off the alternator, a result I 
presumed of my over zealous pre-

checking regime. Now then, 11:30 pm out 
in a high wind just below the Shap Summit 
on the M6 did nothing to convince the Big 
Cheese that we should, or could continue. 
I begged to differ! After all, I had been 
planning this for months! A visit from the 
local RAC’s stand-in and an injection of a 
vital spark saw us off and running again to 
arrive at the start venue at around 2pm, 
somewhat later than the master plan had 
dictated. Signing on revealed that Derek 
Reynolds had, once again, lost the battle 
to get his Daf in order and was listed as 
NS. What a shame. Nonetheless I 
searched out my other running partner 
and Fell Side Auto Club member, Tony 
Branson, who graciously agreed to lead 
the way for the first few sections. Two 
years ago we got thoroughly lost even 
before the first section then broke a lower 
shocker mounting on, of all things, a mini 
roundabout so I bowed to the infinite 
wisdom of an Edinburgh guru of many 
years standing. 
 

We despatched Haven Hill, our first 
section in the dark, with no problems, and 
it was then on to Clough Wood where we 
were met with a good queue and wait 
before the off. Time for a drink, let the 
tyres down and a chat to Tony. A little too 
much right foot at the start line led to too 
much wheel spin and less traction than 
desired. However a little less gas and 
acceptable forward motion was achieved 
before taking it easy over the concrete lip 
and then picking our way up the hill with 
the nether regions coming into intimate 
contact with terra firma, even with good 
ground clearance. Once clear of the 
section caution was still required to 
prevent more contact of Baldrick's under 
belly on Derbyshire’s best hard stuff. 
 

Deep Rake, if memory serves me well, 
was up towards a quarry and was 
despatched with ease, as was the 
following Special Test then it was on to the 
famous Litton Slack. We needed to be 
cautious on the slippery entry road so I 
used the hydraulic handbrake to retard 
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forward progress and prevent me slipping 
off the track.  I managed to clean this in 
2003 as a driver and also as a passenger 
in 02 with Chris Veevers in his class 4 
Beetle. This year I was expecting things to 
be somewhat harder due to the recent 
weather. I was not to be disappointed! 
Some people were having to give it a few 
goes to even get to the line but we did it 
OK first time. We managed to get decent 
traction off the line and up the section as 
well. The ruts are fairly deep at this part 
tending to keep you in line fairly well. We 
sailed up through the restart box only to 
run out of puff and traction around the 
bush on the left hand side just short of the 
A board. Would a drop in pressure have 
helped? Who knows? Hey ho! 
 

It was then on to the Holding Control 
before Calton, section 7, to meet up with 
Don and Eileen Dalton who were 
officiating there. Time for a short chinwag 
about Don’s exploits on the Ilkley Trial 
earlier in the year before setting of, 
making the restart easily and cleaning the 
rest of the section with no problems. 
Everything was running perfectly now, our 
only slight problem being a persistent 
rattle from the front shock absorber rubber 
mounts. I was already aware of this and 
plan to substitute the original rubber 
bushes for some made from a harder 
polyurethane type compound. 
 

A short run took us to the Bull i’Th Thorn 
to catch up with Tony and Sally and an 
update on their exploits. We then tucked 
into a well-earned and delicious breakfast. 
To hell with this veggie lark! I was hungry! 
 

Haydale followed with a clean but lack of 
memory and it was then on to Hagg Side. 
I don’t know exactly why, but I like this 
section. Is it because you have to 
concentrate all the way and drive round all 
the problems, not that easy with 1300 cc 
of East European Skoda power. I imagine 
that it could be an absolute pig in the wet 
though. It was here that we met up with 
Mike Telford and Alan Smith in Mikes 

Tucker Nipper Special. They were having 
ignition problems, eventually solved with a 
new condenser, and had also suffered a 
cracked exhaust, which made this 
cracking little motor sound decidedly 
throaty. The adrenaline must have been 
flowing here, as I felt knackered at the end 
of the section but elated none the less.  
 

A nice picturesque drive back down a 
smooth track on to the main road took us 
past Aaron Homewood in the only other 
Estelle in the Trial, time for a quick wave 
and on to the Holding Control to briefly 
meet up with John and June Blakely, the 
stalwarts of ACTC scrutineering. 
Apparently John was road testing his 
second replacement hip joint.  
 

Bamford Clough. Well what can be 
mentioned that hasn’t been said or written 
countless times before? Spectating here 
in 2004 after my undesired exit, one 
memory was of a Reliant SSI virtually 
taking off from the dip shortly before the 
left-hand bend. My mental note was to 
take it a little steady here. However this 
year the start was on the bend so I gave it 
plenty to get a good run away from the 
line and build up some necessary 
momentum. It must be such a delight to 
have more useable power under the right 
foot. I tried my hardest to pick the best 
and least potentially damaging line but we 
eventually ran out of puff well after the 
large concrete slab. In an attempt to get 
some forward motion I dropped the clutch, 
built up some revs then tried again but it 
was futile, confirmed with a sharp rap on 
the roof by an adjacent marshal. My God! 
Doesn’t it look different when you drive up 
it as opposed to spectating or 
passengering? What an incentive to come 
back and give it another try. My money 
making scheme when I am too old to drive 
is to set up a stall at the top of Bamford 
selling ‘I made it up Bamford’ stickers. A 
few weeks before the trial I had Baldrick 
rolling road tuned in Penrith. Mentioning 
the Edinburgh Trial elicited the information 
that the mechanic was born in Bamford, 
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2006 Edinb

 
(Photos by Fred M

Jonathan Toulmin (

 
 
 
 
 
Stuart Harrold & 
Chris Phillips, Troll,  
at the top 

Clive Kalber & Chris 
Jory , Ford Escort 
Estate, near the top  
 
 
 

Litton 
 
 
 
Pete Barr & Hans 
Viertel, VW Beetle, 
making smoke 
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burgh Trial 

Mills (Littion) and 
(King’s Sterndale) 

John Cordon & Melvin 
Simmons in their Morris 
Marina 
 
 
 

King’s Sterndale  

Steven Burbridge, 
BMW GS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Weston & 
Douglas Chipperfield, 

Liege 
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served his time at a garage there and had 
driven up Bamford Clough with a bunch of 
mates in a customers Austin Champ, 
nominally as a road test but in reality 
because the owner was such an 
obnoxious t***.  
 

I remember my first go at Great Hucklow 
in 03 being rough but cleaned it in the dry, 
with standard power and low ground 
clearance. This time? No chance. Before 
the left-hand bend the rocks were rough 
and challenging but turning the bend it 
had to be hope and pray or self-
preservation. I chose the latter. Looking at 
a photo from my first time and comparing 
it to this time shows it is much rougher 
and it also had more mud on the surface. 
Why it has changed so much in the 
intervening years, God knows. 
 

Next it was on to King Sterndale, a short 
run to a right over an old railway bridge 
then a left up a gradually steepening track. 
Once again little trouble here but we were 
mindful to take notice of the note in the 
route Book not to inflate tyres until through 
the village. Any indiscretion here would 
lead to exclusion, was the warning. Did 
the MCC have CCTV or observers hiding 
behind trees to check this? Maybe they 
have a contract with a spy satellite? 
Beware! 
 

There then followed a 20 minute Control in 
Hollinsclough village with time to 
exchange a few words with John and Tom 
Bamber in their very nice Grasshopper 7 
and to hear that Mike Telford and Allan 
Smith were still in the running and all 
going well. After a refreshing cuppa and 
iced cake it was on the road again to the 
next section.  
 

Rakes Head was a deceptively short 
section with a restart for the higher 
classes. Must say I would have liked a 
bash at the restart but as class 4 we were 
to go straight through, taking care of the 
roughness on the restart line and just 
after. Our last competitive section was 
Excelsior, an easy run up to the restart 

positioned on some rocks on a steepish 
left-hand bend. Positioned just right, I 
gave it a little too much welly resulting in 
plenty of wheel spin but acceptable 
traction all the same. We then proceeded 
to the last bit of competition, the second 
special test which was done on road 
pressures, taking it a little easy after the 
BB line as it was somewhat rough. Little 
point in being a hero at this stage as I 
reckoned, correctly, that we had no 
chance of class honours. 
 

Considering our calamity in 2004 and the 
previous night, I was delighted to get to 
the end with no problems at all, Baldrick 
running as sweet as a nut. On reflection, a 
bit more aggression on Great Hucklow 
may have got us through but at what cost? 
The new engine freed up nicely through 
the day and is well and truly run in now. 
Time to visit the rolling road for a full revs 
tune up. I am, however, tempted by the 
bike carb set-up that Alistair Queen runs 
in his Skoda Rapid. I suppose there are 
always problems that can be identified 
with running in any class. In my class, 4, 
cubic capacity has to be a limitation but 
increasingly the number of entrants looks 
to be a limiting factor as it is nice to 
compare performance against others. 
However, the ability to complete a long 
distance trial with few problems must be 
an achievement. Our only problem post 
trial was being greeted with a comment of 
“Your back tyres flat, mate” as we loaded 
up outside the B & B to travel home. As a 
bit part player in the organisation of the 
Northern Classic trial, I am always acutely 
aware of the importance of marshals and 
the struggle to attract enough of them. 
Consequently, many thanks to those who 
spent their valuable hours allowing me 
any many others to enjoy ourselves so 
much in a glorious part of the country. 
 

Time now to spend some less energetic 
time, sorting out the noisy front shockers 
and in some club PCTs and PCAs before 
my next trial which will probably be the 
Clee Hills. 
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A new sort of Triple 
by Tony Branson 

 

W e approached this year’s 
Edinburgh with the hope of a 
triple. Funny, I hear you say, 
didn’t see your name 

amongst the list of golds for the Exeter 
and Lands End. This was my own 
particular type of triple requiring finisher’s 
certificates on all 3 MCC trials in the year. 
This had eluded us in 2004 and 2005. We 
left Tamworth on Saturday morning full of 
hope and with fellow Fellsider Myke 
Pocock in Baldrick behind. Sadly Derek 
Reynold’s DAF was unable to get to the 
start. Next year his Triple will be to start all 
3 trials. 
 

Haven Hill, the first section looked easy so 
I kept the tyres at road pressures. This 
seemed to be a bit of a mistake when we 
saw a Troll struggle off the start and stop a 
little way up. However we didn’t have any 
problems and neither did Myke. 
 
There was a long queue for Clough 
Wood. The ruts on this section seem to 
get deeper each year and I assume that 
was the cause of the delay. We got over 
the ruts and stopped low in the restart box. 
This worked well and we were soon on the 
way to Deep Rake. The section and the 
special test gave us no problems. 
 

Litton was early this year. It always 
seems to start to rain as I arrive there. The 
only exceptions being when I have 
marshalled. This time the weather was 
kind. Derek and Fred had come down to 
marshal. There was the usual queue and 
peering over the edge we saw a number 
of people not only struggling to the start 
but also not making much progress after 
the restart box.  We enjoyed seeing one of 
the Trojans make its attempt. It left the 
start slowly and then got imperceptibly 
slower as it progressed towards the ‘A’ 
boards. At this point it was moving at 
about the speed of an hour hand so it took 

quite some time to determine when exactly 
it stopped. Stuart Harrold in the Troll made 
it look really easy. When at last our turn 
came we drove gently to the restart and 
were pleased to find reasonable grip and 
get going quite well out of the box. I then 
got a bit enthusiastic with the right foot 
and immediately the car set off up the hill 
to the left. Having been caught like this 
before I managed to gather it pretty quickly 
but I thought we had lost too much 
momentum however we were still moving 
and with much bouncing and many 
expletives we struggled to the top. I was 
so excited it took three attempts to get out 
of the gate. 
 

Next was Calton where Don Dalton was 
officiating. Despite its problems in the past 
this hill seem pretty straight forward even if 
the restart proved a lot slipperier than it 
looked and we had some wheelspin as we 
left it.  
 

Our next port of call was the Bull’i’the 
Thorn for breakfast. Now I’ve eaten many 
MCC breakfasts in my day and this is 
surely one of the best both in quality and 
organisation. I can’t understand why no 
one else has thought of using a buffet 
rather than making people wait. 
 

Haydale used to be very slippery but now 
the major challenge is the ruts in the level 
part. We made quick work of these and 
the restart too. 
 
They had moved the start on Haggside so 
far down the track that when we had 
started I was wondering whether we would 
ever get to the corner. But get there we 
did and got off the restart. We then fell into 
the teeth of the huge rocks above it. At 
was at this point that I feared our triple had 
gone. As we landed after one of the larger 
bumps there was a terrible noise, which 
seemed to have come from the rear. The 
car was still moving and despite a 
banshee like shrieking I decided that if the 
problem were terminal it would be better 
terminal at the top of the section than 
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within it. So we carried on to the top. 
There it became apparent that the fan on 
the alternator had got a bit close to the 
steering UJ and the blades bent so that 
they dug into the alternator body. This had 
happened before and I had fitted a shorter 
fan belt, perhaps it had stretched, I had 
tightened it before the trial. Why the noise 
seemed to come from the rear is either 
due to my aging ears or the strange 
‘hearodynamics’ of the Marlin. A quick bit 
of plier work restored relative quiet. 
 
There was no delay for Bamford and we 
were able to proceed there almost straight 
away. To compensate for the increased 
length of Haggside the start had moved up 
to the corner. Actually I think this was to 
discourage the likes of me heading up the 
hill at high speed and breaking gearboxes 
as we did last year. Unfortunately 
someone was standing in front of the 
‘section begins’ board and I stopped in not 
the best place. Alan Grassam set us on 
our way and we nearly didn’t get off the 
start line. We did eventually and I treated 
the hill with much more respect than last 
year. Which was wise as it was as rough 
as I have ever seen it. A particularly 
massive bump set the alternator 
screaming again. The new concrete was 
particularly slippery but we struggled over 
it and then restart was a bit of an 
anticlimax. It’s always exhilarating to get 
to the top of Bamford and not even the 
dreadful noise from the alternator could 
dampen our spirits. Anyhow a quick 
treatment with pliers had all to rights.  
 
Great Hucklow has bitten me badly twice 
before and I approached the restart with 
some caution. I saw the large rock on the 
left, which I think damaged my suspension 
2 years ago. I neatly threaded the front 
wheels to the right of it and stopped fairly 
low. We started OK but the rear wheels 
slid to the right and stopped against the 
rock. Fortunately the rest of the car 
stopped too so we had lost our gold but 
not our triple. 

Jonathan Toulmin was waiting for us at 
King’s Sterndale and he consoled us 
over Great Hucklow saying that a number 
of class 8 had failed it. The section itself 
was pretty gentle. We were soon at 
Hollingsclough for a most welcome cup of 
tea and excellent cheese scone.  have not 
attempted Rakes Head before. Ian 
Williamson was amongst those officiating 
there and he assured us that the restart 
would not prove too much of a challenge. 
It looked bad enough with a nasty rock 
step on the right. We got the front wheel 
over that and in the end Ian was right as 
we got away without trouble. 
 

Excelsior is a hill I have struggled with in 
the past. One year it was responsible for 
the final competitors reaching the finish 
long after the club supper had started. 
Just before we arrived we got behind a 
herd of very incontinent cows, which 
appeared to be being directed up the 
section. This seemed to be a novel way of 
‘doctoring’ it. We were relieved when they 
were directed off to the left, it appeared 
most of them had already been relieved 
on the road. As it happened the restart 
caused us little fuss and we realised that 
we now were on for an award as well as 
our triple. We took the Moneystones test 
very carefully, better a silver with a slow 
time that a bronze. 
 

It was just short drive back to the finish. 
Once we got onto the A515 I resolved that 
if the car died we would push it to the 
finish. No such heroics were required and 
we were soon in the car park. We 
celebrated our special kind of triple there. . 
We then went and signed off and claimed 
a silver. My daughter Mathilda was one of 
those officiating so we could share our 
pleasure with her. 
 

It was an excellent event and despite the 
difficulties in getting marshals it ran very 
smoothly. The rumour that I sabotaged 
Derek’s alternator so that Fred and he 
would be available for marshalling duties 
is an utter calumny!.  
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Marathon des Sables – The 
Toughest Footrace On Earth 

by Giles Greenslade 
 

I  first heard of the Marathon des 
Sables while reading a book called 
“Survival of the Fittest, it was 
described as the “toughest footrace 

on earth” and for some odd reason I still 
can’t explain, the idea of entering 
appealed to me. I sent off my deposit on 
the 31st January 2005 and as February 
began I thought I’d better start training, I 
did after all, only have 14 months before 
the off. It began well, but after a couple of 
runs I was walking down the stairs when 
my knee gave out. The physio gave me 
some specific stretches and suggested 
orthotic shoe insoles. My knee continued 
to dog me throughout my preparations 
and I never came close to the amount of 
training I had intended. 
 
By December I was getting concerned but 
decided I still had a reasonable level of 
fitness and for the six weeks before the 
start I simply went for a few long walks 
with the aim of getting to the start line in 
good health. I would then deal with 
whatever hit me during the week long 
event. I also decided to take walking poles 
without which I don’t think I’d have got 
very far. 
 
Finally April arrived and I headed off to 
Gatwick airport to catch the direct flight to 
Morocco. There were 263 British runners 
(out of a total of 731), which was the 
highest of any of the 32 nations in the 
event. It was the also the first time the 
British outnumbered the French. 
 
On arriving at Ouazarate, we were taken 
to our hotel for the first night, and then the 
following morning we had a six-hour 
coach journey into the Sahara. An army 
truck took us the last five miles and we 
were the only ones who managed to get 
stuck in the sand. The frustration of 

watching the driver try and trickle up a 
small dune, when it was clear it needed 
some revs was almost beyond me. 
Another truck finally stopped and its driver 
took over from ours. He got in, put his foot 
to the floor and drove it straight up and 
out. I believe his name was Abdul Marfell, 
anyway, Muhammed Haizelden then got 
back in and drove us slowly to the 
campsite. 
 
On arrival we got to see our tents for the 
first time. They were simply two long 
sticks tied together to make an upside 
down V and then a Hessian cloth thrown 
over the top. They measure approximately 
10’ by 14’ and we had to get eight of us, 
plus our kit inside. Here we were in the 
desert ready to begin the challenge. 
 
Admin Day 
This was where we had to check in our 
suitcases and all other belongings. From 
this point it was self-sufficiency. We would 
not be given anything by the organisers 
other than water until we finished the race, 
or pulled out. We were therefore carrying 
our sleeping bag, cooking equipment, 
clothes, medical kit (complete with aspi-
venom pump for if we got bitten by a 
snake or stung by a scorpion), and all the 
food we needed to get through the race. 
We also had our medical certificates 
checked, our packs weighed (mine was 
14 kilos (30lbs) and given our emergency 
flares. These were to be used only as a 
last resort if we, or another competitor got 
into real trouble. 
 
In the afternoon a sandstorm began. The 
winds were recorded at over 50 mph and 
the tents were going down all over camp. 
It meant that everything, including us, was 
covered in sand before we even started. 
We didn’t know it at the time but this was 
going to be typical of every day that week. 
 
Day 1 – 18 miles 
Up at 5am, although the start wasn’t until 
9.30. This was because the tents come 
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down at 6am whether you’re out of them 
or not. We collected our 1.5litres of water 
and cooked breakfast. The water is strictly 
rationed on the event with 1.5 litres given 
in the morning, 1.5 litre at each 
checkpoint, and 4.5 litres at the end of the 
day.  
 
Off to the start and after a long French 
speech by the organiser, Patrick Bauer, 
and a somewhat shorter English 
translation, the countdown began to the 
tune of Bruce Springsteens “Born to Run” 
blaring from the loudspeakers. A 
helicopter flew over us all, filming the start 
for Eurosport and we set off with a little 
under 150 miles before us over the next 
seven days. 
 
This first day was 18 miles and was sheer 
purgatory. I started well with a brisk walk 
interspersed with occasional jogging but 
after a severe climb I began to feel quite 
unwell due to the heat (and as we were to 
later find out unusually high humidity). The 
hardest part was the pain through my 
shoulders and lower back through the 
sheer weight of the pack I was carrying.  
 
By mid-afternoon a sandstorm had blown 
up and the final few miles to the finish 
seemed never ending. Once over the 
finish line we had to immediately collect 
our water before heading back to the tent. 
I pretty much collapsed in a heap and was 
unable to take my pack off for 30 minutes 
due to the pain in my shoulders. We were 
to later hear that 12 runners had pulled 
out which was the highest ever number for 
the first day. The organisers said it was 
simply due to the humidity, which was 
preventing the body from cooling as 
effectively as it could in such extreme 
heat. 
 
Day 2 – 23 miles 
Probably the day I found the going easiest 
despite the sandstorm and numerous 
dunes. We were told to stop when visibility 
is very poor, but I could always just about 

make out another runner ahead or a 
course marker. A few runners covered 
more miles than they should have that 
day, by ignoring the route card and 
following whoever was in front of them. 
Sound familiar? 
 
At the end of day two the news was all 
about the amount of retirements. 54 
dropped out which was higher than the 
total for the entire race in 2005. The 
biggest problem was lack of water. We 
were all struggling with dehydration 
despite drinking the best part of our 9-litre 
ration. 
 
Day 3 – 25 miles 
This was a very hard day. We had three 
climbs, one of which was almost two miles 
long. I felt pretty good to begin with but 
once on the climb I began to realise I was 
very low on water. It was almost exactly 
mid-day and we were to later hear the 
temperature had peaked at 52 degrees 
centigrade (about 125 degrees F). On 
reaching the summit I was relieved to see 
there was a checkpoint where we got our 
rationed 1.5 litre bottle. I sat down for a 
short break to eat an energy bar and 
unfortunately managed to knock over the 
bottle they had given me and wasted 
about half a litre. This was not good news, 
I didn’t realise it at the time but I could 
have incurred an hours penalty and taken 
an extra bottle. If I had read the final regs 
properly I would have known this, but 
instead I thought I had to go on with what I 
had. 
 
The next 10 miles was the only time I 
really wondered if I was going to make it, 
not because I couldn’t go on (I have a 
rather competitive spirit), but because I 
was trying to remain rational and make the 
decision of whether to stop while I was still 
thinking straight or risk pushing beyond 
my limits. I had already seen enough 
people on IV drips, suffering from severe 
heat exhaustion to know that there was 
quite a fine line. 
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scrub up well? 

 
The 2006 

ACTC Dinner 
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The Haizeldens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Stroud contingent 

Mrs & Mrs Young 
 
 

The Blakeleys and Simon & Barbara 
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I struggled on and made it to the 
checkpoint in OK shape. I had just 4 miles 
left to the finish and in between was a 
solar powered well. Reaching that well 
was incredible. To be able to turn on a tap 
and get running water after being rationed 
was just amazing. It was now Wednesday 
and I had been in the desert for five days 
without washing, so I stripped to my shorts 
and cleaned myself, my shirt, socks and 
anything else I could think of. We were 
warned not to drink any of it though. After 
about ten minutes I pushed on for the final 
stretch and immediately began to feel 
incredibly cold as the body was struggling 
to cope with the dehydration and water 
evaporating at incredible speed in the 
heat. This soon passed and I arrived back 
“home”.  
 
That evening an official came told us there 
was to be an important announcement 
and an extra bottle of water for everyone. 
When we collected the water we were told 
the following day we would be given an 
extra bottle at each checkpoint and the 
distance was to be cut from 45 miles to 36 
miles. The reason was simply that too 
many people were struggling and feeling 
the effects of the heat and unusually high 
humidity. Another 60 had dropped out on 
this, the third day. Some of the runners 
weren’t too happy about the distance 
being cut, but I was ecstatic!  
 
Day  4 - 36 miles 
This was THE day. 36 miles straight. We 
effectively had two days to complete it in, 
and could sleep at a checkpoint if 
necessary. I wanted to do it all in the one 
day so I could then have a full day’s rest. 
It was a rather sombre mood on the start 
line, not so much due to what was ahead, 
but because we were told that one 
competitor was in a coma and not 
expected to pull through due to severe 
heat stroke. He had been flown by 
helicopter to hospital in France, but was 
very ill. 

 
The first three checkpoints came and went 
fairly quickly. My feet were really 
beginning to suffer with blisters but 
because of the poles I had taken, the 
pressure going through my knees wasn’t 
so bad and they were holding up well. I 
preferred looking after my feet as opposed 
to the doctors doing it due to the horror 
stories that we had all heard. The key was 
to drain the blisters and keep them clean. 
This wasn’t too difficult but they kept 
getting deeper and deeper with each mile.  
 
As the fourth checkpoint approached it 
began to get dark. I don’t know whether it 
was because I had already done close to 
a full marathon that day, or whether it was 
just because it was harder to see, but 
heading to the fifth checkpoint seemed 
very slow. From the fifth to the sixth was 
interminable.  
 
What was even more worrying was about 
half way between the two I started to think 
I was seeing people in the desert (not 
other runners) but people just walking 
towards me. I decided I must be seeing 
things but then realised that it was actually 
two teenage boys in jeans and T-shirts.  
 
For the next couple of miles I saw more 
and more, we were in the middle of the 
Sahara, in the dark and yet we had 
spectators clapping and cheering us on. 
The sixth checkpoint was only four miles 
from the finish of the stage but it felt like it 
would take forever. They also took us up 
over the dunes for the final mile, which 
didn’t help, but finally I crossed the line at 
11.45pm, which meant a full days rest 
ahead. 
 
Day 5 – Rest Day 
The rest-day passed slowly but there was 
one incredibly moving moment. I was 
hobbling to the results tent to see 
whereabouts I was placed when the 
officials announced the final runner was 
finishing the long stage. Those who still 
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had the energy walked over to the finish 
line. I was half way there already but my 
feet were now in serious blistered pain, so 
it still took a while.  
 
In the distance was the last runner. The 
course closing camels accompanied her 
on either side and as she got closer the 
place began to erupt. Crossing the line 
she was picked up by Patrick Bauer and 
then had her arms held aloft. As I looked 
around there were tears in the eyes of 
virtually everyone watching. For everyone, 
finishing that stage was a mental victory. 
She was by the way, 56 years old, and 
British! 
 
Twenty retired on the longest day, but 
they were the last to drop out of the race.  
 
Day 6 – 26 miles 
Walking to the start was very painful due 
to the deep blisters. I only had one on 
each foot that were really hurting, the 
others were bearable, but after a couple of 
Nurofen and a few miles of walking it 
became easier. We had good news on the 
start line as the runner in the coma had 
begun to pull through and by the end of 
the race we heard he was expected to 
make a full recovery. 
 
This was to be my first full marathon. I had 
done an ultra-marathon two days before, 
but not an official marathon. It took me 
over eight hours but not many people who 
have run one or more marathons, can 
claim there first was in the Sahara desert 
with a pack on their back. 
 
Day 7 – 9 miles 
This was a short 9-mile stage with the final 
3 miles over the second highest dunes in 
the world. The stage flew by and finally, 
we went over a dune and there in front of 
us was the finish line. A smiling Patrick 
Bauer was kissing everyone as they 
finished and handed out the medal that 
confirmed you had completed the race. 
 

 
 
My recovery was swift, we had two days in 
a 5 star hotel and by the time I got back to 
Gatwick, despite being a stone lighter, you 
wouldn’t have known what I had done. I 
shaved my beard before getting back, as 
Francesca seemed more worried about 
me returning with that, than whether I’d be 
able to walk!  
 
In total 585 of the 731 who started 
finished. The organisers described it as 
the toughest MdS in its 21-year history, 
(typical I chose this year then)! Over 61 
competitors were administered IV drips, 
some more than one.  
 
Due to the kind generosity of so many 
friends and family, I raised over £4750.00 
for Mcmillan Cancer and with Gift Aid that 
should top £6000.00. Of that almost a half 
came from the trialling world. So thanks to 
everyone who signed my form. 
 
The most common question I seem to 
have been asked since getting back, is 
would I do it again? Well half way through 
the first day, I said that if I’d known it was 
going to hurt that much I wouldn’t have 
done it in the first place! That said there 
has been talk of a tent 90 reunion in the 
future. Fortunately entries are already full 
for both 2007 and 2008. 
 
The second question everyone asks is, if 
not that, then what next. Well rather rashly 
I sent off a deposit two weeks ago to enter 
the Polar Challenge for 2008. This is a 
350-mile race to the Magnetic North Pole. 
Again taking all your own equipment 
(pulled on sleds this time), and funnily 
enough the organisers call it “the toughest 
footrace on earth”, I guess we’ll see. 
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The 2006 Exmoor Clouds 
by Ian Rennie 

 

M y trial started at 3.30 a.m; the 
unearthly hour at which I had to 
get up to make my planned 
4.30 am start. This proved to 

be the first of many mistakes as I arrived at 
Raleghs Cross at 6.00 am. The scrutineers 
also arrived early and I had passed their 
scrutiny well before 7 o'clock. At signing on 
I raised a pet subject of mine, namely that 
it would be a great help to the 
motorcyclists in particular if the route book 
could be sent before the event to enable 
us to prepare and fit our roller route cards 
beforehand. It was explained to me that it 
would enable some people to practice on 
the sections prior to the event, some of 
which are on private property, SKI LIFT in 
particular was mentioned. There is not real 
evidence that it is riders in the trial that do 
this but if it is they will probably read this 
and so do us all a favour and not do it. The 
MCC and some ACTC clubs send the 
route cards out prior to the event and I for 
one would like to see this become 
common practice. Any bystander watching 
the motorcycle competitors struggling to 
prepare their route rollers in the wind and 
rain would sympathise  
 
So now it’s onto the trial. When we arrived 
at the first section, TARRCOTT there was 
a delay of more than half an hour, as the 
full complement of observers had not 
arrived. The section was really long, rutted 
and slippery with a fiendish restart at the 
top. It proved so difficult that as a result of 
a Land Rover becoming stuck on it it had 
to be cut out. It's a shame really as it 
seemed to me that without the restart it 
would have been a super section. By now 
it had started to rain and as I now wear my 
glasses to read the route card I was having 
difficulty and this led to my next mistake. I 
totally missed out one line resulting in an 
impromptu mini tour of Somerset. So when 
I eventually arrived at section 2 
NORTHMOOR I was not in the best frame 

of mind and a poor effort resulted but once 
again it proved a very interesting section.  
 
So onto the next section HARDWAY a 
long rocky uphill climb. I first rode this 
section in l956 in the Sunbeam 200 Trial 
and in my opinion one of the best classic 
sections in the West. Needless to say 
when I cleaned it I was dead chuffed.  
 
This was followed by a special test in Pin 
Quarry taking in a stream crossing, a steep 
climb, tricky turn round a bollard and a 
dash back down to stop astride a line - 
very interesting. The next section was the 
infamous SKI SLOPE. I arrived there with 
a little group of riders all viewing the 
hazard with some trepidation. What we 
could see was an immensely steep 
polished mud track going straight up the 
hillside. As it was now raining very steadily 
it looked very daunting. Then we noticed 
that near the bottom we were routed to go 
up the side of the track over grass. 
Knowing how slippery grass can be when 
wet we weren't sure whether or not this 
would prove even more difficult. First up 
was Yoshi, fast in second making it look 
easy (for him) Then Sarah Williams went 
up much steadier in first gear and recorded 
a good clean. Next up was Bunny Griffin, 
he chose the high-speed option and 
inexplicably spun to a standstill half way 
up. Maybe it was tricky after all, particularly 
after a couple of more failures at the same 
spot. So I opted for a fairly fast first gear 
attempt, which proved successful.  
 
So in a better frame of mind it was off to 
Slade Lane or Ewart’s Pickle, a section I've 
always known as PITT BRIDGE, so I 
suppose you takes your pick. Whatever 
you call it, it turned out a very nice section 
with a sting in the tail. By now it was 
pouring with rain and everyone was 
soaked through.  
 
Two wooded sections followed at LENA’S 
and MIDDLECOMBE both nice uphill 
sections where confidence boosting cleans 
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were recorded and so on to OLD BRAKE. 
The section incorporating a restart was 
fairly straightforward but regaining the 
road proved more difficult. The section left 
us high up on a hill and by now it was 
really pouring with rain and we were 
floundering about in thick mist. Riders 
were departing in all directions looking for 
markers but we all eventually found the 
way, so down through Minehead on the 
way to the next section AVILLE with a 
tricky restart but restrained throttle and 
clutch control was rewarded with success.  
 

Then followed a very wet and miserable 
ride to PERELY LANE. I was having great 
difficulty with both my glasses and visor 
misting up, so in the end I confined my 
glasses to my top pocket. The section was 
the type with two deep ruts and the 
obvious solution is to ride the hump in the 
middle, unfortunately at one point this 
became a bit tricky and I was forced to 
foot ending up in the deep rut on the right. 
Perversely I then proceeded to ride the rut 
cleanly to the end board, something I've 
never been very good at.  
 

Getting ever more soggy a special test at 
MADDOCKS to EASTERN WOOD where 
we found a group of riders waiting for the 

observers to turn up. They eventually 
arrived having gone to the wrong location 
and after they had plodded manfully up 
the long hill to their stations we were on 
our way. It was a very long section with a 
deviation to the left for the bikes. Path 
picking my way successfully to the top we 
were instructed to follow markers to the 
road. Unfortunately there was no marker 
at one very obscure track but after a bit of 
exploring we finally found our way to the 
final section - HOOK HILL. A clean rider 
here and it was off to the finish back at 
Raleigh's Cross Inn. 
 
To summarise, it was the wettest trial I 
have ridden in since the infamous 1964 
Scottish Six Days Trial (ask your Dad or 
even Grandad?) and would you believe it, 
I thoroughly enjoyed it. Thank you to the 
observers, who stuck it out in atrocious 
conditions and also to the clerks of course 
for devising a superb course and plotting 
really long and interesting sections and 
also for the unobstrusive but helpful route 
marking. 

2005 ACTC Annual Dinner & 
Dance 

By Paul Allaway 
 
 

G 
iles and Tina had left the Aztec 
Hotel in Bristol behind and had 
chosen the Holiday Inn at 
Taunton for the 2005 dinner for 

which planning had started some six 
months before, in order to get the event 
under way. Giles and Tina would like to 
express their gratitude to the sponsors 
who kindly donated towards the cost of the 
event, these included Competition Car 
Insurance, Peninsula TVR, Greg Thomas 
Engine Tuning and Mike Workman’s A&M 
Car Body Repairs. Their help also 

extended to the raffle which also included 
a gift from Williams Grand Prix 
Engineering with the proceeds being 
shared between June Blakeley and her 
entry for ‘Race for Life’ and the Wallace & 
Gromett Big Appeal (in aid of the Bristol 
Children’s Hospital). 
 
The evening started with 80 people 
gathering in the foyer, dressed in their 
evening suits and gowns and this year 
there was a strong motorcycle 
representation, who witnessed Tony 
Young being mugged by a bar steward 
who asked for £10.00 while handing over 
two glasses of wine, to which Tony replied 
“I didn’t want to buy the bottle, just two 
glasses!” 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration. 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                  £10.99 
Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating 500ml                £3.60 
 
Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                 £4.00 
Box 10 special price                               £35.00 
CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                  £5.50 
Box 10 special price                                           £50.00 
 

Octane Plus – gives your engine a power boost 
250ml treats 50 litres unleaded petrol               £3.60  
Box 10 special price                                    £31.00 
Diesel Power Plus 
500ml treats 500 litres                                       £6.99 
 
Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres      £9.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres              £5.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£8.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel / Fax 01460 66434 
mail@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

 

Beetle Specialist Workshop 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
NB: Although the advice is free, If that advice includes buying a product, it would be polite to buy it from us 
Stockists of Superblend Zero Lead 2000 – FBHVC Approved Lead Substitute – Will deliver to most trials 
 

Ballards Place  Eardiston  Tenbury Wells  Worcs  WR15 8JR 
Tel:  01584-881348                                          Fax:  01584-881684 

 
E-Mail:  BSW_HOLDINGS@COMPUSERVE.COM 

Spare Wheel Carriers 

T4 Engines 

Carburettor Kits 

“Next Generation” Parts 

I.R.S. Conversions 

Free Advice 

Oversize Barrels 

Restorations 
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Everyone sat down to a three-course 
meal, washed down with four vintages 
from the vins ordinaire of Haizelden, 
Davis, Poel and Petherick.  
 
The evening meal started at around 7.30 
pm and on entering the dining room for 
the three-course meal people were 
greeted with a display of the 2005 
Championship and Discretionary Award 
Winners photographs towards one end of 
the room. At the conclusion of the meal 
Giles hosted the awards ceremony aided 
by ACTC President Robin Moore who 
presented the awards and Pete Barr who 
took photos of the winners collecting their 
awards. 
 
Special mention must go to both Chris 
Poel, the youngest ever winner of the 
Pouncy League who made an excellent 
speech on receiving his award and to 
Andy Petherick who took the Rose Bowl 
award for outfits. To enliven the 

atmosphere while people collected their 
awards, Giles had come up with songs, 
which he felt accompanied each winner. 
Notable recipients included Harvey 
Waters accompanied by ‘Bob the Builder’ 
in recognition of Harvey’s popular 
rebuilding and Andrew Martin with the 
‘Laughing Policeman’ who made a 
particularly long, amusing but slightly 
befuddled speech. 
 
Interestingly while Ian Davis was making 
his acceptance speech both Bill Bennett 
and Mike Workman were asked to leave 
the room, however, it was only to move 
their cars! 
 
A disco finished the evening with some 
members then drinking through to the 
early hours, while others had to get back 
for an early start as they were competing 
in either Stroud Motor Club’s PCT or 
Camel Vale’s autotest the following day. 

 

Ideal stocking filler or must have ACTC accessory?? 
 

ACTC have produced a club calendar for 2007 
 

A different scenic photograph for each month 
 

Complete with the dates of all ACTC trials—
championship, ACTC invite and closed to club 

 

A4 spiral bound 
 

Only £5 inc postage 
 

Please send orders to Mrs Pat Toulmin, Northbrook, 4, Briery Lands, 
Heath End, Snitterfield, Stratford on Avon, CV37 0PP 

 

Please make cheques payable to The Association of Classic Trials Clubs 
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MOTORCYCLE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
Championship registration 
 
As we near the close of the 2006 
Championship season, I am delighted to 
report that during the year the number of 
registrations has continued to grow with 
twenty six for the Pouncy Championship 
and five for the Red Rose Bowl at the start 
of October. 
 

The 2006 Championships  
 
In terms of championship positions, after 
the Exe Valley trial, Yoshi Adams is 
maintaining his lead in the Pouncy 
Championship on 50 points, pursued by a 
gaggle of riders including last year’s 
champion Chris Poel on 42 with Tom 
Beckerleg close behind on 41 points. 
Graham Makepeace is fourth on 25 points. 
Last year’s champions, Andy and Anita 
Petherick lead the fight for the Rose Bowl 
on 55, ahead of Alex Lidgate and John 
Webb on 38. With 10 points for a class win 
and 50 points at stake, anything could 
happen by the end of November, when the 
season closes for the motorcyclists with 
the Neil Westcott Trial. 
 

Sidecar eligibility 
 
I wrote at length in the last issue of Restart 
regarding sidecar eligibility, seeking the 
views of competitors, scrutineers and 
event organisers. No further comments 
had been received by the date of the 
ACTC AGM earlier this month and 
therefore, in agreement with the member 
who first requested clarification, it has 
been agreed that no further action will be 
taken. 
 

 
Situation not so vacant 
 
I am delighted to announce that Ian 
Thompson has agreed to take over as 
Motorcycle Co-ordinator with effect from 
1st January 2007. Ian hails from Malvern 
and is a regular MCC trial competitor on 
his Beta and also competes in Rallies on a 
KTM 640. Ian will be writing this article for 
the Christmas Restart and will use the 
opportunity to introduce himself more fully.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the ACTC Council for its support 
over the past three years. In particular, 
Simon Woodall and Chris Philips, who 
have proved to be particularly supportive. I 
would like to think I leave the motorcycle 
championships in a slightly healthier 
position than I inherited and wish Ian 
every success for the future. 
 

Keith Johnston  
Motorcycle Co-ordinator 
 
keith.johnston@nhspartners.org.uk 
01225 760415 
 
260, Hill Street,  
Hilperton,  
Trowbridge,  
Wiltshire,  
BA14 7RS 
 

 

Please help your 
championship 

secretary and return 
your 2007 ACTC entry 

form as soon as 
possible. 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

I n 1975 I decided to compete in the 
then prestigious Combined One Make 
Car Clubs national trials 
championship, which had been won 

three years earlier by the redoubtable 
Angus Stewart driving his Ford Popular, 
but as a member of the Singer Owners 
Club. Naturally, I drove on behalf of the 
Volkswagen Owners Club of Great Britain, 
which was founded in 1953, as I was 
chairman of the club at the time.  No less 
than ten events after the Exeter and 
Cotswold Clouds - both reported upon in 
the last edition of Section Ends - ensured 
a hectic competition schedule for the first 
half of that year. 
 

The COMCC championship was entirely 
based on production car trials as many of 
the classic trials of today were yet to be 
devised. Consequently the trials entered, 
albeit not all qualifying rounds, were 
Woolbridge Motor Club’s Golden Springs, 
trials run by Borough 19 Motor Club, 
Tunbridge Wells Motor Club and the 
Sporting Owner Drivers Club plus such 
aptly named events as the “Up ‘n’ Over’ 
trial organised by Crane Valley Motor Club 
and the ‘Getitup’ trial organised by 
Guildford Motor Club.  
 

There were not many of today’s classic 
trials drivers who took part although some 
of these events were rewarded with quite 
large entries. The Golden Springs, for 
instance, attracted an entry of seventy-four 
split into nine classes.  In those days the 
proliferation of Ford Populars warranted a 
class of their own and cars running on 
“grip” tyres, favoured for the classics, also 
ran in a separate class – understandably! 
In this particular event I used standard 
tyres, favouring the Uniroyal 180, and won 
the class consisting of fifteen Imp variants, 
one Simca, one Renault and another VW 
Beetle, with considerable ease. 
 

Two more class wins, one second and one 

third helped me lead the championship 
although I was beaten by my MCC team 
mate and Sporting Trials car designer 
Norman Higgins (998cc ex-works rally 
recce Imp) on the Tunbridge Wells trial 
and yet another Hillman Imp and Alan 
Foster’s class winning 1300cc Beetle, at 
Tunnel Hill, Pirbright. 
 

 The Land’s End Trial over the weekend of 
the 28th/29th March attracted 325 entries 
and as stated in the last edition the MCC 
intended to implement time penalties more 
robustly. In the event due to adverse 
weather conditions  where the start was 
delayed at Lewdown, no fuel at the North 
Petherton night halt which caused 
inconvenience to some competitors  and 
the loss of Darracott, no time penalties 
were imposed from the starts to the 
Widemouth Bay control. Road timing was 
incorporated between Crackington depart 
and Milltown – motorcycles- or Fletchers 
Bridge – cars – and Newlyn Down to 
Bluehills, but only four motorcycles and 
Ian Blackburn’s 972cc Singer were 
penalised. Darracott was removed at a 
late stage due to an objection by a local 
resident – shades of Beggar’s Roost in 
2005. An additional hill following  the two 
Special Tests in disused tin workings at 
Newlyn Down, was incorporated to 
compensate for the loss and was identified 
as Substitute – an appropriate name.  
 

Years later to become a clerk of the 
course for the event, John West led the 
car entry in his 1172cc Oliver Special – 
see photograph. Also competing in that 
year in one of four Frazer Nashs was 
Freddie Giles – gaining a Silver Medal, 
only failing Bluehills – who with his wife 
Janet navigating, in 2000 won the eighty 
day Around the World Rally in a rebuilt 
Hillman Hunter that had already survived 
the 1997 Peking – Paris event. There 
were nineteen car and eight motorcycle 
teams with Norman Higgins and Philip 
Mitchell in Hillman Imps joining me as 
“Assorted Beans”, our main opposition 
coming from Roger Brewer 1294cc Simca 
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Some of our 
2006 ACTC 
champions 
 
(Photos by Pete 
Barrr) 
 

Chris Poel 
(Pouncy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andy & 
Anita 
Petherick 
(Red Rose 
Bowl) 

 
 
 
 
Ian Davis 
(Wheelspin) 
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– Barbara Uren – 998cc Hillman Imp and 
Roger Bricknell – 1500cc Ford entered as 
“The Camels”. The latter three won one of 
the team awards by beating us on special 
test times (all six of us achieved Gold 
Medals) with the “works” Morgans of 
Goodall, Margetts and Owen (also all 

winning Gold Medals) taking the 
remaining team trophy 

John West – 1949 Oliver Special 
1980 Exeter Trial – Simms 

 

John believes that the 1975 Land’s End 
was the toughest long distance event in 
which he has competed with regard to the 
weather – even more demanding than the 
really cold, snowy and icy Exeter Trials of 
the early 1980s. 
 

He started the 1975 Land’s End from 
Cirencester and with the temperature at 
minus 18c, assisted by navigator, the late 
Peter Louden, set about replacing the 
cylinder head gasket in about twenty 
seconds including torque tightening the 
head bolts! Information on this interesting 
trials special will appear in a future edition 
of Section Ends. 
 

Apart from battling with snow and ice with 
temperatures reported as low as minus 
twenty during the night, it was regarded as 

a fairly easy trial with seventy four Gold 
Medals won. The premier award, the Field 
Trophy, went to Peter Le Couteur – 
1172cc Dellow – and classes to Keith Vile 
- 1300cc VW Beetle – Peter James driving 
a 1798cc MG and as reported in the last 
edition Dave Keat (1500cc Hillman 

Avenger) and John 
Kessell (1600cc Volvo 
PV544) both of whom 
achieved exactly the same 
combined special test 
times. 
 

The first section for 1975 
was Hindon, which was 
first introduced into the 
Land’s End two years 
earlier, although it had 
been regularly used on the 
Exmoor Clouds event. I 
climbed the section at 
5.15am in darkness and 
whilst not being 
particularly difficult it 
caught out the unwary 

driver – isn’t that part of the traditional 
format of the MCC trials which some 
“modernists” now wish to remove? There 
were in fact forty-eight failures, 
surprisingly including the Porsche 911 of 
Josh Sadler who did so well on the Exeter 
earlier in the year. 
 

Apart from battling with snow and ice with 
temperatures reported as low as minus 
twenty during the night, it was regarded as 
a fairly easy trial with seventy four Gold 
Medals won. The premier award, the Field 
Trophy, went to Peter Le Couteur – 
1172cc Dellow – and classes to Keith Vile 
- 1300cc VW Beetle – Peter James driving 
a 1798cc MG and as reported in the last 
edition Dave Keat (1500cc Hillman 
Avenger) and John Kessell (1600cc Volvo 
PV544) both of whom achieved exactly 
the same combined special test times. 
 

The first section for 1975 was Hindon, 
which was first introduced into the Land’s 
End two years earlier, although it had 
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been regularly used on the Exmoor 
Clouds event. I climbed the section at 
5.15am in darkness and whilst not being 
particularly difficult it caught out the 
unwary driver – isn’t that part of the 
traditional format of the MCC trials which 
some “modernists” now wish to remove? 
There were in fact forty-eight failures, 
surprisingly including the Porsche 911 of 
Josh Sadler who did so well on the Exeter 
earlier in the year. 
 

John West recalls, “ The night run was 
bitterly cold and a great disappointment 
was that the much needed supper stop did 
not materialise – it was closed! He 
remembers that Dick Andrews/ Bill Holt 
(1500cc Dellow}, Peter and myself 
warmed our hands on the Oliver radiator 
whilst allowing their gloves to thaw out on 
the Dellow’s radiator. The first 
observed section was not far 
away at Hindon. I was the first 
car on the road and promptly 
failed the hill within a few yards 
of the start – my only failure of 
the whole trial – Crackington and 
Bluehills Mine successfully 
climbed. (I was too cold to lower 
the tyre pressures at Hindon) 

 

The drive across Exmoor and 
North Devon was very cold with 
the car sliding around on the ice 
and the snow banks seemed to 
get deeper and deeper. 
However, with daylight, conditions 
improved and by the time we arrived at 
Bluehills it was virtually shirt sleeve 
weather – what a contrast!”  
 

An “amusing” incident happened en route 
to Beggar’s Roost when 1500cc Beetle 
driver, Jim Wright, was hit in the rear by 
Graham Carlyon driving his Ford Popular, 
whilst going up Porlock Hill. Both drivers 
are Cornishmen and it was difficult to 
decipher the language used – some 
reported Gaelic or Cornish, some say 
French! Whatever language was used to 
convey their feelings the surrounding air 
was very definitely blue. Both the potential 

“stoppers” of Beggar’s Roost and 
Crackington proved relatively easy but the 
section near Bodmin at Brickannan 
needed to be treated with respect. It was 
scheduled to be run in two parts but as 
some car competitors were not allowed to 
attempt the second part it was regarded as 
one section. When dry Brickannan is an 
easy climb but owing to snowfalls 
throughout the previous day the hill was 
very muddy and delays in excess of one 
and a half hours built up owing to the 
number of failures. 
 

Following the Land’s End two more class 
wins and two more second in class results 
in production car events running into the 
month of July, ensured my lead in the 
COMCC championship, with the next real 
classics being Woolbridge Motor Club’s 

Vogue Motors Trial and Minehead Motor 
Club’s Exmoor Clouds during the latter 
part of the year. 

Ernie Moyse 1961 Ford 107 E 
1967 Land’s End Trial – Bluehills Mine 

 

Competing on the aforementioned 1975 
Land’s End Trial was long time treasurer of 
Newquay Auto Club, Ernie Moyse who won a 
Gold Medal in his 1500cc Mk. 2 Ford Cortina. 
However eight years earlier Ernie used a 
somewhat rare 107E Ford Prefect which had 
been imported from South Africa with an 
original 997cc OHV Anglia engine. During 
the five years of ownership three different 
engines were employed; a 1200cc Cortina, a 
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Championship 
Chat .  

 
2007 Entry Forms 
A copy of the 2007 ACTC Entry Form 
should accompany each copy of this 
Restart. Your early responses in past 
years have been very helpful and I would 
like to request the same assistance this 
time. It helps if I can have as many forms 
completed forms as possible before the 
end of the year, not least because a 
number of the clubs will be asking for 
labels list for the early 2007 events before 
the end of the 2006 season. 
 

Electronic Restart 
Those of you for whom I have an e-mail 
address will know that we carried out a 
survey recently to see if it was viable to 
distribute some copies of Restart via e-
mail. The result was encouraging and the 
October Council Meeting decided to carry 
out a trial for the last two editions of the 
2006 Restart for those who had 
responded positively. 
 
The 2007 Entry Form will contain an 
option to have your Restarts sent this 
way, so if you missed the survey or have 
a newly installed internet connection 
(which needs to be broadband) please 
either complete the relevant section of the 
form or let me know by e-mail to 
actc_champsec@hotmail.com This latter 
method is preferred since I can then save 
your e-mail address without the need to re
-type it. 
 
2006 Car Championships 
All of the information used below is after 
incorporation of the results from the Exe 
Valley (Round 9) into the tables. As ever 
the tables for each of the championships 
will be included elsewhere in the 
magazine. 

Crackington 
There’s a very wide selection of classes 
represented in the top ten of the 
Crackington, with a representative from 
class 1, two from class 2, one from class 
3, two from class 4,one from class 6, one 
from class 7 and three from class 8. I 
know that adds up to eleven, but I’ve had 
to include Mr Marfell in classes 4 and 8 
because he can’t make up his mind! 
 
In terms of drivers Andrew Martin still 
has a lead of nearly fourteen points over 
Simon Groves, with Adrian Dommett 
only a point or so behind Simon. There’s 
then an eight-point gap back to David 
Haizelden, with the ever-present Bill 
Bennett a mere three points behind that. 
Carl Talbot, Dudley Sterry and Adrian 
Marfell are covered by three points, with 
Sticker Martin and Giles Greenslade 
(remember him?) completing the top ten. 
Crucially, Andrew had scored in all nine 
rounds so far so will now have to start 
dropping his poorer scores to the end of 
the season.  
 
Wheelspin 
That same name, Andrew Martin, 
dominates the Wheelspin with a lead of 
twenty points over Adrian Dommett. 
Again Andrew has scored in all nine 
events thus far, so any further points he 
picks up may well be reduced in impact by 
the dropping of his lower scores. Dudley 
Sterry occupies third place, six points 
behind Adrian, but only one point ahead of 
Carl Talbot who has three events in 
hand. Adrian Marfell is currently fifth, two 
points behind Carl, and five ahead of Bill 
Bennett. Simon Groves, David 
Haizelden and Sticker Martin complete 
the top ten. 
 
But….., as we all know many things 
change over the second half of the 
season so I think we can look forward to a 
number of changes even before the 
Camel Classic’s results are dry. 
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A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN    ULTRABURN UNIT  NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 

Navigators 
This is the table about which I have the 
worst nightmares. Mainly because so may 
of the entry lists that I use to compile it 
have ‘TBA’ in the passenger’s column. So, 
Navigators, please scrutinise the table 
closely and if there are any points for you 
that I have missed, please let me know. 
Currently, Becey Macey leads the league 
by seven points from Ralph Talbot with 
Liz Bennett only three points behind 
Ralph. Aaron Haizelden is handily placed 
in fourth with Tina Allaway in fifth. This is 
certainly the closest of the contests and 
certainly could go many ways by the end 
of the season. 
 
Team League 
The Team League took me a while to sort 
out and we now have three teams battling 
it out. The addition of a fourth member to 
the team (three best scores to count) has 
certainly meant that the teams have 
scored in more events than under the old 

scheme and this method of team building 
will be carried forward into 2007. 
 
Bump and Grind (Messrs Martin Jr, 
Martin Snr, Bolt and Talbot) lead the way 
from More Bump and Grind (Messrs 
Bartelman, Groves, Waters and Sterry) by 
something like ninety points. All is not lost 
though as up to around thirty points can 
be scored in a single event. The third 
team, only two points adrift of MBAG is 
the JVs consisting of Messrs Greenslade, 
Norman, Bennett and Young. 
 
Please do check all of the tables very 
carefully and certainly let me know if you 
think that you have been given the wrong 
score for an event. It’s not unknown! 
 
Enjoy the rest of your trialling season, and 
organiser or competitor I hope the rain 
falls where you want it! 
 



45 

W h e e ls p in  T a b le  2 0 0 6

E
xe

te
r

C
le

e 
H

ill
s

E
xm

o
o

r

C
o

ts
w

o
ld

 C

N
o

rt
h

er
n

 

L
an

d
's

 E
n

d

K
yr

le

T
aw

 &
 T

o
rr

id
g

e

E
xe

 V
al

le
y

E
d

in
b

u
rg

h

E
xm

o
o

r 
C

lo
u

d
s

T
am

ar

H
ar

d
y

A
lle

n

C
am

el
 C

la
ss

ic

B
es

t 
9

T
o

ta
l

N
o

 E
ve

n
ts

S
co

re
d

A ndrew M art in 5 7 10 9 7 5 4 5 9 61 61 9
A drian D om m et t 3 2 8 10 5 5 8 41 41 7
D ud ley S te rry 5 3 7 3 3 9 5 35 35 7
C arl Ta lbo t 9 9 9 7 34 34 4
A drian  M arfe ll 10 2 9 10 1 32 32 5
R os s N orm an 1 8 10 8 27 27 4
B ill B enne t t 5 8 3 5 4 25 25 5
S im on G roves 5 2 6 3 6 22 22 5
D avid H a iz e lden 5 3 7 5 20 20 4
S t ic k er M art in 5 6 2 3 16 16 4
P ete r H art 5 8 1 14 14 3
H arvey W aters 3 6 1 3 13 13 4
M ic hae l C ha tw in 3 8 11 11 2
Ian M os s 10 1 11 11 2
K e ith  S anders 1 3 7 11 11 3
P au l B art lem an 5 5 10 10 2
N ige l G reen 10 10 10 1
N ic o la W ainw righ t 5 5 10 10 2
Te rry  B a ll 5 3 8 8 2
D avid M ille r 3 5 8 8 2
Tris tan W hite 3 4 1 8 8 3
M ik e W ork m an 7 7 7 1
P au l A llaw ay 1 5 6 6 2
Ian D avis 6 6 6 1
R ay G oodrigh t 1 5 6 6 2
B rian P art ridge 5 1 6 6 2
A ndrew R ippon 3 3 6 6 2
M ark  Too th 3 3 6 6 2
D avid B ac he 5 5 5 1
D ic k B o lt 5 5 5 1
G iles G reens lade 5 5 5 1
John Look e r 5 5 5 1
R ic hard P ec k 5 5 5 1
B ill R os ten 5 5 5 1
K e lly Thom as 3 2 5 5 2
M ic hae l W arnes 5 5 5 1
P ete r B arr 3 1 4 4 2
Tom Jeffe ris 4 4 4 1
C o lin P erry m an 4 4 4 1
D erek  Ty le r 4 4 4 1
M al A llen 3 3 3 1
R oge r B ric k ne ll 3 3 3 1
B arry C la rk e 3 3 3 1
M ic hae l C o llins 3 3 3 1
N ige l M os s 3 3 3 1
B ry an P h ipps 3 3 3 1
S tua rt  R oac h 3 3 3 1
R ob W ells 3 3 3 1
Tim F os te r 2 2 2 1
Te rry C oven try 1 1 1 1
R ic hard D aw e 1 1 1 1
K im D ear 1 1 1 1
G rego r D ix on -S m ith 1 1 1 1
N ic k F arm er 1 1 1 1
S tua rt H arro ld 1 1 1 1
Tom m y  K a lbe r 1 1 1 1
P ete r M ounta in 1 1 1 1
C hris S y m ons 1 1 1 1
D avid S y m ons 1 1 1 1
P au l W es ton 1 1 1 1
Tony Y oung 1 1 1 1

9  O c t 2 0 0 6
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A ndrew M artin 5.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 9.8 5.0 11.0 10.6 10.6 85.0 85.0 9
S im on Groves 5.0 10.5 10.7 11.0 7.7 11.0 6.0 9.8 71.7 71.7 8
A drian Dom m ett 3.0 11.0 10.5 9.4 10.5 5.0 10.2 R 10.6 70.2 70.2 8
David Haizelden 5.0 10.5 10.6 10.6 5.0 9.4 10.2 61.3 61.3 7
B ill B ennett 5.0 9.0 10.4 9.5 5.0 10.2 9.6 58.7 58.7 7
Carl Talbot 10.0 10.9 10.0 10.8 R 7.9 7.0 56.6 56.6 6
Dudley S terry 5.0 7.0 9.9 4.0 3.0 6.0 9.9 11.0 55.8 55.8 8
A drian M arfell 11.0 11.0 10.0 10.9 10.4 53.3 53.3 5
S tick er M artin 5.0 9.7 8.0 10.7 R 9.0 8.8 51.2 51.2 6
G iles Greens lade 10.5 9.2 10.4 10.2 R 10.2 50.5 50.5 5
Tris tan W hite 3.0 7.5 5.0 10.0 1.0 9.0 R 8.6 44.1 44.1 7
Ross Norm an 1.0 9.0 6.9 6.0 11.0 8.9 42.8 42.8 6
K eith S anders 10.3 10.3 10.1 10.2 40.9 40.9 4
Nicola W ainwright 5.0 9.4 5.6 5.0 6.9 8.6 40.5 40.5 6
Ray Goodright 1.0 8.0 R 8.0 5.0 7.0 7.6 36.6 36.6 6
K elly Thom as 9.0 10.0 7.0 7.8 33.8 33.8 4
Harvey W aters 3.0 10.0 8.8 3.0 5.0 29.8 29.8 5
A ndrew Rippon 3.0 7.0 3.0 10.0 6.6 29.6 29.6 5
Ian Davis 8.0 7.0 9.8 4.0 28.8 28.8 4
Tony Y oung 2.0 7.9 0.0 8.8 10.0 28.7 28.7 4
Terry Coventry 1.0 8.5 8.6 9.5 27.6 27.6 4
Dick B olt 5.0 8.5 5.7 5.0 3.0 27.2 27.2 5
P eter Hart 5.0 9.0 10.8 1.0 25.8 25.8 4
P aul A llaway 1.0 9.6 7.6 5.0 23.2 23.2 4
M ark  Tooth 3.0 9.5 7.4 3.0 22.9 22.9 4
M ichael Collins 3.0 10.4 9.2 22.6 22.6 3
S tephen P otter 7.5 8.4 6.6 22.5 22.5 3
P eter B arr 3.0 10.4 1.0 7.9 R 22.3 22.3 4
M ike W ork m an 6.0 8.0 8.0 22.0 22.0 3
John W ilton 8.5 7.4 5.6 21.5 21.5 3
Nick Farm er 1.0 9.5 4.0 6.8 21.3 21.3 4
Nigel Green 2.0 8.0 10.8 20.8 20.8 3
Richard P ec k 5.0 6.5 9.2 20.7 20.7 3
P aul B art lem an 5.0 9.0 5.0 19.0 19.0 3
John Ludford 6.0 5.0 8.0 19.0 19.0 3
Derek  Ty ler 10.0 9.0 R 19.0 19.0 2
Colin P erry m an 4.0 8.7 6.0 18.7 18.7 3
M urray M ontgom ery -S m ith 5.0 0.0 4.0 9.6 18.6 18.6 3
Ian M os s 10.6 1.0 7.0 18.6 18.6 3
M al A llen 7.0 0.0 7.8 3.0 17.8 17.8 3
Tom Jefferis 9.0 7.6 16.6 16.6 2
Terry  B all 5.0 8.4 3.0 16.4 16.4 3
P hilip P ark er 2.0 8.0 5.8 15.8 15.8 3
M ichael Chatwin 3.0 3.0 9.0 15.0 15.0 3
Tim W hellock 5.9 9.0 14.9 14.9 2
Tim Hellings 4.9 9.6 14.5 14.5 2
Dave S argeant 8.6 5.9 14.5 14.5 2
M ichael W arnes 5.0 9.3 14.3 14.3 2
B ill Ros ten 5.0 8.9 13.9 13.9 2
David M iller 3.0 0.0 9.7 12.7 12.7 2
S im on W oodall 0.0 0.0 6.8 0.0 5.9 12.7 12.7 2
John Looker 5.0 7.5 12.5 12.5 2
S tuart Roach 3.0 9.3 12.3 12.3 2
Roger Reed 4.0 7.5 11.5 11.5 2
Derek  Rey nolds 6.5 4.7 11.2 11.2 2
David Dyer 10.4 10.4 10.4 1
Jeff B uc hanan 10.3 10.3 10.3 1
Richard Dawe 1.0 9.3 10.3 10.3 2
Tony B ranson 4.0 5.80 9.8 9.8 2
Thom as A ldrian 3.0 6.5 9.5 9.5 2
Gregor Dix on-S m ith 1.0 8.3 9.3 9.3 2
B rian P artridge 5.0 0.0 1.0 3.0 9.0 9.0 3
Tim S m ith 0.0 9.0 9.0 9.0 1
S tuart Harrold 1.0 7.8 8.8 8.8 2
Gary B rowning 8.5 8.5 8.5 1
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Navigators League
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Becey Macey 5.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 9.8 5.0 11.0 63.8 63.8 7
Ralph Talbot 10.0 10.9 10.0 10.8 7.9 7.0 56.6 56.6 6
Liz Bennett 5.0 9.0 10.4 9.5 10.2 9.6 53.7 53.7 6
Aaron Haizelden 10.5 10.6 10.6 9.4 10.2 51.3 51.3 5
Tina Allaway 5.0 10.5 5.0 10.5 10.4 41.4 41.4 5
Chris Phillips 1.0 9.9 4.0 7.8 6.0 9.9 38.6 38.6 6
Nikki Jones 8.0 8.0 5.0 7.0 28.0 28.0 4
Judy Phillips 5.0 10.2 10.6 25.8 25.8 3
Carlie Hart 5.0 9.0 9.8 1.0 24.8 24.8 4
Richard Jones 8.0 7.0 9.2 24.2 24.2 3
Alan Selwood 9.5 6.8 16.3 16.3 2
Donny Allen 7.0 0.0 7.8 14.8 14.8 2
Scott Kelly 5.0 7.5 12.5 12.5 2
Fred Mills 6.5 4.7 11.2 11.2 2
Sue Ludford 6.0 5.0 11.0 11.0 2
Caroline Kenny 6.8 6.8 6.8 1
Paul Gregory 5.0 5.0 5.0 1
Andy Hellings 4.9 4.9 4.9 1
Pat Toulmin 4.8 4.8 4.8 1
Jonathan Chatwin 3.0 3.0 3.0 1
Janet Bailey 0.0 0.0 0
Janet Biles 0.0 0.0 0
Rob Gilmour 0.0 0.0 0
Ben Johnson 0.0 0.0 0.0 0
Matthew Ward 0.0 0.0 0

17 Oct 2006

T e a m  L e a g u e
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JV s
G iles  G reens lade DNC 10.5 9.2 10.4 DNC DNC 10.2 R 10.2
Ros s  Norm an 1 DNC 6.9 6.0 DNC DNC 11.0 8.90 DNC
B ill B ennet t 5.0 9.0 DNC 10.4 9.5 5.0 DNC 10.2 9.6
Tony  Y oung DNC 2.0 7.9 0.0 8.8 DNC DNC DNC 10.0 4
T e a m  T o ta l 0 21.5 24.0 26.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 29.8 102.1 4

0.0 0
Bu m p  a n d  G rin d 0.0 0

A ndrew  M art in 5.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 10.8 5.0 11.0 10.6 10.6 86.0 9
S t ic k er M art in 5.0 DNC 9.7 8.0 10.7 0.0 R 9.0 8.8 51.2 6
D ic k  B o lt 5.0 8.5 5.7 5.0 DNC 0.0 3.0 DNC DNC 27.2 5
Carl Talbot R 10.0 10.9 10.0 10.8 0.0 R 7.9 7.0 56.6 6
T e a m  T o ta l 15.0 29.5 31.6 29.0 32.3 5.0 0.0 27.5 26.4 196.3 8

0.0 0
0.0 0

M o re  Bu m p  a n d  G rin d 0.0 0
P aul B arte lm an 5.0 DNC DNC 9.0 DNC 5.0 DNC DNC DNC 19.0 3
S im on G roves 5.0 10.5 10.7 11.0 7.7 0.0 11.0 6.0 9.8 71.7 8
Harvey  W aters 3.0 DNC 10.0 DNC 8.8 3.0 5.0 DNC DNC 29.8 5
Dudley  S terry 5.0 7.0 9.9 4.0 DNC 5.0 6.0 9.9 11.0 57.8 8
T e a m  T o ta l 15.0 0.0 30.6 24.0 0.0 13.0 22.0 0.0 0.0 104.6 5
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 

19th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
26th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
26th November Allen BMC&LCC Championship (C) 
10th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 
6th January 2007 Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
21st January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
28th January Exmoor North Devon MC Championship (C/M) 
4th February Cotswold Clouds Stroud MC Championship (C) 
11th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
17th February Northern Fellside Championship (C/M) 
17th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC * 
18th February Launceston L&NCMC  
25th February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Championship (M) 
4th March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
10th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
11th March March Hare Falcon MC ACTC Invite 
17th March Hereford VSCC * 
1st April President’s Camel Vale * 
6th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
21st April Kimber MGCC * 
22nd April Kyrle Ross Championship (C) 
22nd April Scottish VSCC * 
29th April Bovey Down Windwhistle MC ACTC invite 
29th April Sphinx Chelteham Championship (M) 
20th May  Ilkley Ilkley MC ACTC Invite 
9th September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
23rd September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
6th October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
13th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC invite 
21st October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
28th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
4th November Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
4th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
10th November Lakeland VSCC * 
10th November  Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 
18th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
25th November Allen BMCC&LCC Championship (C) 
25th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
9th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

11th November Lakeland VSCC * 
11th November Mechanics Stroud ACTC invite 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible. 

Please note: 2007 dates are provisional  
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