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The Fack Trials Differential 
Some Escort and BMC units ex stock, May 05 

 

A bolt in conversion for Escort & BMC ‘A’ Series axles 
Now well known in classic trials as well as sporting trials where it originated, this 
unit has solve the diff problem for those cars using Escort or BMC ‘A’ series axles. 
Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, instead of two in 
the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller bearings. No production 
components are used, and the superb new casing is machined from solid high 
grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £520 (no VAT, while stocks last) but what price can you 
put on having the confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your 
results are bound to improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and 
still be able to drive home after the event!  
 

All spares still available 
 
 

Julian Fack, Orchard Farm, Shareshill, Wolverhampton WV10 7LE 
Or leave a message on 07812 108 588 at any time 

 
j.fack@virgin.net 
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Firstly I must apologise for the almost lack of bikes in this issue. Our proposed scribe on 
the Exeter unfortunately broke down on the second section and on the Northern (report 
in next issue will include bikes ) I had hoped to get a few bike photos  myself as a taster 
in this issue, but I hardly saw a bike all day!! Since Derek Hibbert left for Spain I don’t 
have an independent source of photos for the MCC events. Can any biker help please? 
On an happier note I have loads of photos of cars this time, partly due to the interest in 
the large class 2 on the Clee (of particular interest of course was the Bugatti Brescia), 
please keep the photos coming. Also there will be a profile of Chris Poel the next issue. 
 
Talking about the Clee (sorry we couldn’t organise the sunshine this year) but we were 
able to award two trophies that haven’t been won for quite a few years. The Lord Boyne 
Trophy, for three consecutive class wins (the Clee Triple) was jointly awarded to Adrian 
Marfell and Andrew Martin -  well done both, it’s quite an achievement. This trophy is in 
memory of the Lord Boyne who let us use his land in earlier Clee Hills trials. 
 
But perhaps even more satisfying for me is that for the first time since the first MAC 
Clee in 1994 we were able to present the Ladies award. When MAC took over the Clee 
we needed some trophies and we were able to redesignate some Shelsley cups. While 
choosing these I fell in love with a beautiful rose bowl and it was allocated as a Ladies 
award. In the first year it was won by Adrienne Alderson and since then we have not 
had enough ladies signing on to be able to award it. Well done to Nicola Wainwright, 
who beat Gillian Hayward and Jane Tomlinson and so she is the proud custodian of this 
award for 2006. 
 
Speaking to Nicola at signing off about the dearth of lady drivers she made an 
interesting comment that almost all current female trials drivers are daughters of 
trialists, not wives, partners or girlfriends -  interesting? On the only trial I entered I did 
very well (class win), but what puts me off is the reversing back down again—especially 
in a mind of its own Marlin. What do other ladies think ……………... 
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T he winners of the various leagues can and have no doubt worked it all out from 
the tables, but the subjective awards are as follows:- 
 
 

Coupe Des Dames Nicola Wainwright 
From her early days as passenger in her father's buggy 
Nicola has come on in leaps and bounds, I suspect that 
a certain amount of tutelage from her team mates in the 
Mudplugging Maidens has focused her abilities and her 
class victory over the established experts in the Clee 
Hills Trial just shows that she is there. 

Rest & be Thankful Emma Robilliard 
Emma is one of the growing breed of "jobbing" 
passengers who turn out for several different drivers. 
She has been with Harvey Waters on several 
occasions, even though just once would have been 
enough to justify the award 

Wait until next Year Keith Saunders 
Keith has been driving the little Scimitar for a couple of 
years now, but now he seems to have come to terms 
with the car and has started to make his mark on the 
class. Can he keep it up? We'll have to wait and see. 

Moore Adrian Dommett 
To dominate the Wheelpsin league in the early part of 
the year was an impressive achievement, and had all 
the tongues wagging throughout the summer as to the 
eventual destination of that trophy. Alas fortune did not 
smile on him towards the end, but I suspect there may 
be Moore to come this year. 

Mike Massey Tony Young 
The effort that Tony put in to rescuing the Hardy from 
disappearance is already well documented. From 
nothing, and despite a certain amount of resistance 
from the outgoing club, he and his team put together a 
very creditable event in a very short space of time. An 
event that was well received by all the contenders 

Trial of the Year North Devon Exmoor 
The Exmoor trial has always had its fans, who have 
always rated it highly, and also its detractors who feel 
that the attention to detail was not all that it might be, 
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but this time even the loudest of its critics were full of 
praise for the way the event ran. 

Tractor Tug Harvey Waters 
An impressive repair to a burst radiator on the Exmoor 
Clouds armed only with a short stick wins Harvey the 
award for the second year running. Not only was the 
stick successful in sealing the hole, but good enough to 
command success in the event as well. Winning this 
trophy twice might be considered a bad thing for some 
who consider that good preparation is important, but for 
sheer spectacle this fix cannot be denied. 

Premier Adrian Booth 
Although not the scrutineers’ favourite person, with his 
lateral ideas on what constitutes modification within the 
model range, Adrian has got the Pug well sorted and is 
now snapping at the heels of the two well known Golfs. 

 

I look forward to presenting all these awards in Taunton on May 13th. Alas, if you 
cannot make it we will not be posting trophies out to people. 
 

-------------------00000000000------------------- 
 
After the spate of unseasonally dry weather that we have been enjoying, the barroom 
discussion turns inevitably towards tyres and tyre pressures. My own belief is that a 
blanket tyre pressure limit does not work fairly. Limits should be chosen by class and 
by section. Tyres should be checked at the foot of each section so affected but it is 
easy to say that they should be checked, but this is another job for the already 
overworked volunteer marshals. It is also a fairly unpleasant job, as it requires 
squatting down in the mud in awkward places. You the competitor can help by 
removing the mud from the edges of the tyre, and having the valve caps in your hand, 
not on the tyre. 

Andy & Anita Petherick, Red 
Rose Bowl Winners 2005 

by Julia Browne 
 

L et’s be quite clear about one thing 
– Team Petherick is all Anita’s 
fault. 
 

 
Andy did some pre-65 trials as a young 
lad, passengering for the late Ron Mackie 
in the mid 80s. This experience, some of 
it pushing the Triumph up muddy banks, 
some listening to Ron talk through how 

he was going to tackle a section during 
the walk-through, and some actual 
passengering, gave Andy a good 
grounding in how this sidecar lark ought 
to go. All this gained knowledge must 
lodge somewhere in your subconscious 
and come out when you need it most and 
expect it least. Or not. At any rate, it must 
in there waiting to be used. And –as you 
do – Andy did a bit of experimenting with 
building up various road and off-road 
based outfits and solos for mucking 
around on. For mucking around, read, 
greenlaning and road riding. And for off-
road based, read also, Kawasaki Z650 
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Cotswold Clouds 
2006  
 
 
(Photos by Jonathan 
Toulmin) 
 
 
2005 Crackington 
League champion Dave 
Haizelden 

 
 
 
Where would we 
be without them? 

 
 
 
There used to be 
a saying that all 
Marlins are red…. 
 
 
Do all  saloons 
have to be blue? 
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(pretty definitely a road bike) that has 
been up Tillerton a couple of times. Andy 
is not one to believe the labels on things, 
I guess. 
 
Anita took and passed her bike test in 
1999, shaking off her mum and dad’s 
(completely truthful) warnings that bikes, 
of all kinds, are dangerous. This warning 
extended to bicycles; Anita learned to 
ride a push-bike only a couple of years 
before her (motor) bike test.  
 
With Anita and Andy both fully fledged on 
solos, there was the matter of getting 
their three young daughters mobile. 
Once the girls had cottoned on to the 
idea of a sidecar Andy wasn’t allowed to 
forget it, and he built up his Kawasaki 
Eliminator road outfit in order to take the 
whole family out biking. Mum and dad’s 
warnings went well, I thought… 
 
They had watched the Exeter trial going 
through Tillerton for several years, and – 
this is where the blame gets attached – 
Anita said to Andy that it looked really 
pretty cool and the idea grew that they 
ought to have a go. 
 
Anita surrendered her GPz305, which 
she’d learnt to ride on, (by now she had 
GPz500 for solo riding) for Andy to build 
and bolt a trials chair to. Remember what 
I said about not taking labels at face 
value? The GPz305 wouldn’t be a logical 
hopping off point for most of us about to 
build up a Long Distance Trials outfit. But 
it worked.  
 
And so, in 2003, the Pethericks arrived. 
They spent a year learning the circuit 
and sections and working out the law of 
sidecars (not a finite thing, surely?) and 
learning how to ride together, which is 
quite a learning curve in itself! On their 
first outing on an MCC trial, the Lands 
End 2003, they came home with a 
bronze medal. 
 

 
The next year Andy got hold of a 
GPz500 motor (still a twin) and shoe-
horned it into the 305 frame. The extra 
power proved very useful without 
compromising the ability to find grip, and 
in 2004 the Pethericks really found their 
form. Hmm… 2004… that was the year 
of the Great Fog all night on the Land’s 
End. If you were there, you know how 
dreadful, frightening and exhausting it 
was, and if you weren’t there, I hope you 
enjoyed your night’s sleep. Andy and 
Anita were out in darkest Cornwall 
winning a Gold. 
 
2005 was the year it all came good at the 
right times for this pair of super-
competitive hotheads – no wait, this is 
Andy and Anita right? It seems you don’t 
need last years motocross outfit with a 
highly-stressed power-plant (though 
plenty of us would love just such a one in 
our garage.) I have never seen the 
Pethericks ‘focussing’ or ‘visualizing’ at 
the start of a section, or going crazy 
through a special test because a class 
win rests on their time.  (Going crazy 
through a muddy puddle is different 
again, of course.) They have always 
been in it for the fun, relaxed and laid 
back. I cannot bring myself to say they 
have always been normal. You can still 
win if you are nice guys with an 
unassuming looking sidecar provided 
you have a massive helping of ability and 
you’ve cracked the teamwork thing. 
 
I am not a nice guy. If anybody wants to 
know how to psyche-out Andy, I will deal 
with the highest bidder! 
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The Exeter Trial 2006 
by Peter Mountain 

 
 

I t is exactly 20 years since I first 
entered a classic trial; persuaded by 
Mike Furse, I entered my 1952 
Morgan +4 in the 1986 Exeter Trial, 

passengered by Rob Wells. We were so 
pleased just to finish that trial. 
 
For this 20th anniversary Exeter I entered 
my Mk 1 Dellow in class 8, passengered 
by my son Jim. It was also the 10th 
anniversary of winning my first Gold on 
the 1996 Exeter, exactly a year after Jim 
got his first Gold, both in my maroon 
Skoda. 
 
The week before this trial was frantic, 
trying to get a new crown wheel and 
pinion to mesh properly and failing to find 
why the car has one rich and 3 weak 
cylinders. We finally set off with a silent 
axle thanks to the prompt action of cog 
expert Billy Bellinger and advice from 
racing car expert Rob Wells on how to 
avoid an oiling-up plug without taking the 
engine apart. 
 
We had a late start from Popham so we 
were looking forward with some unease 
to tackling Simms in the dark. At the 
services before Popham we met Colin 
Sumner with a pink Beetle that would not 
start. We couldn’t do anything for him, 
but it started again and he arrived at the 
start five minutes later but had to retire 
during the trial. Also in the services was 
Rob Wells, converting his Troll’s interior 
light into a reversing light to overcome a 
faulty earth. 
 
The quality of the catering at Popham 
seems to fluctuate, but the bacon butties 
were excellent this year. Salisbury Plain 
was very cold; I must get a hood for the 
night run. 
 

Haynes Motor Museum was very 
welcome, not even spoilt by the caterers 
running out of eggs just as it was our turn 
to be served. The compulsory hour halt 
here is unnecessary, especially as we 
had already stopped and had more than 
an hour to kill before getting into the 
museum and that after going no faster 
than 50 mph between Popham and 
Sparkford. The DoT rules on speeds and 
halts are archaic and need to be revised. 
Modern investigation into driving, 
tiredness and sleep show that more 
frequent and shorter breaks are far more 
effective than hour long breaks. 
 
No trouble with Meerhay, a proper but 
climbable hill to get us on the way, 
followed by Gatcombe Lane, again no 
problem. 
 
We arrived at Norman’s Hump and a 
half-hour wait was enough to bring 
daylight. The restart was not too difficult 
and we sailed up. Getting that hill right is 
very satisfying. Crossing the track on the 
way to Clinton, one of the spectators told 
us that the restart marshal was being 
strict on rolling back, so we hoped we 
had done it properly. 
 
The restart at Clinton was OK but the 
track just past the restart was a bit 
slippery. Rob Wells managed to stop his 
Troll in the wrong place and lost his 
Triple chance early in the year. 
 
Back in 1986 I didn’t manage to get the 
Morgan up either Norman’s Hump or 
Clinton; I remember these hills were at 
the end of the trial that year so we did 
them in the dark and rain before finishing 
in Sidmouth. 
 
Waterloo was next, the right hand bend 
is always tighter than I expect but the 
Dellow has a short wheelbase so we got 
round easily. We got up Waterloo in 
1986 as well, 20 years later the Morgan 
still has a bent rear crossmember as a 
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momento. Mark Hayward running just in 
front of us came to grief in his 1172 
Dellow; I think he was going too fast 
round the bend to compensate for his 
lack of supercharger and was stopped by 
the bank around the corner 
 
Streetes was a special test rather than a 
hill so hopefully I did it correctly. Plyford, 
Higher Rill & Bullverton were no 
problem. The ruts at the start of 
Bullverton were so deep by the time we 
arrived that the Escort in front of us could 
not move off the line. 
 
At Tillerton I chose the wrong place to 
stop and we had lots of trouble getting 
going but eventually got to the top of the 
section; alas, the restart marshal saw us 
roll back - more smoke next time! No 
gold and no Triple again in 2006! 
 
Fingle is like a real hill these days, it is 
getting very rutted with some deep 
gullies to catch the unwary, but it is 
always enjoyable. 
 
Word was that the restart on Wooston 
Steep was very tricky; by good luck the 
car stopped where there was grip and we 
shot off, but it was very slippery and 
quite difficult to get grip and speed above 
that. 
 
Simms, to my relief it was still light. Last 
year my axle and A frame parted 
company half way up and the RAC took 
us home, so I was a bit wary this time; 
too wary, I took a good route up the hill 
but did not go fast enough and stopped 
just short of the summit – silver gone. I 
never used to have trouble with Simms 
when I did not have to do a restart, I 
even got the Morgan up in 1986, but I 
have yet to get the Dellow to the top of 
the hill. 
 
On Tipley, we just got off the restart and 
it was very slippery just after the box.  
 

Slippery Sam was much rougher that 
the last time I went up it, with a large 
concrete slab to slip off but thankfully a 
lot less red mud at the top. 
 
The car ran faultlessly, no hint of fouling 
plugs and a silent axle, the toolbox and 
bonnet remained unopened for the whole 
trial; it’s a long time since that last 
happened. The organizers did a 
wonderful job, no serious delays, no 
route card problems, some evil restarts, 
but all climbable for those who got it 
right. The Trecarn Hotel was fine, lots of 
old friends to chat to, a very comfortable 
bed and a very reasonable cost. 
 
On the way home we saw a car 
competitor have a bit of trouble with his 
trailer snaking on a descent on the A38; 
we thought he might find it more 
controllable if the car was loaded with the 
engine at the front of the trailer. What a 
horrible wet drive home, I really must get 
a hood. All in all a very good and 
enjoyable 20th anniversary of classic 
trialling. I discovered the weekend after 
the Exeter that the water to the heater 
was turned off for all the trial and journey 
home. Maybe Salisbury Plain was not so 
cold after all…. 

 

The ACTC Dinner  
Dance & Annual 

Awards Ceremony  
will be at  the 
Holiday Inn in 

Taunton on the 13th 
May 

 
Put the date in your 

diary now! 
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Exeter Trial 
2006 
 
Slippery Sam 
 
 
(photos by Martin 
Price) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Stuart Harrold & 
Chris Phillips 
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The Exeter Trial - MGTA in 
1996 - MGB in 2006 
by Vic Lockley 
 

T en years ago I was asked if I 
would like to sit in the left-hand 
seat of Ken Selby's Cream 
Cracker TA, to do the above 

Trial - I jumped at the chance without a 
second thought. Ken duly arrived at my 
house in the early evening, found a small 
space for my bag of belongings and off to 
Cirencester on a cold and slightly foggy 
evening.  
 
Before we left I had a quick look at the 
road instructions, Ken said not to bother 
as we will follow the MG in front - fine 
until a set of traffic lights in the middle of 
nowhere changed to red as we 
approached. Ken stopped, as you would, 
and we never saw the MG again. Looked 
down at the road book - I'm lost, never 
mind we will just keep going until we 
meet up with other competitors. No such 
luck and the fog got thicker and thicker.  
 
After driving along for what seemed miles 
on empty roads Ken decided to turn 
around & retrace our steps. Eventually 
we saw headlights in the distance - great 
they looked like trial cars (Marlins), quick 
turn around and join the queue. We 
arrived late at Cricket St Thomas, a quick 
cup of tea, change the rear wheels and 
off to the first hill. 
 
I cannot remember much about the hills 
as it was mainly in the dark, but the TA 
bounced and bucked up section after 
section and we did not get lost. A half 
shaft broke on a wooded, muddy track, 
Ken produced a spare and we changed it 
(I held the torch) in no time at all. We 
finally signed off in the hotel at 
Babbacombe tired, but with a clean sheet 
60 years after the TA did it the first time. 
That to me was fantastic! 
 

This year I sat in the right-hand seat of 
my MGB Roadster XOV 696T (bought for 
the princely sum of £75) 3 years ago, 
with the intention of classic trialling. Not 
in most peoples' mind a wise decision but 
what have I got to loose, £500+ and a lot 
of time spent making it suitable!! I joined 
the MCC Club Ltd to take part in the 3 
classic trials. To date I have done two 
that is the Edinburgh last year and this 
year's Exeter and I am looking forward to 
the Land's End subject to the car still 
being in one piece. 
 
Exeter 6th/7th january 2006, Stuart Ridge 
my navigator and I left Ross-on-Wye at 
7pm, off to Cirencester for the start and 
scrutinising. Clear but cold night, no sign 
of fog, our destination Haynes Motor 
Museum, Sparkford. Arrived in due time 
(no navigational faults), numerous motor 
cyclists and their bikes in attendance so 
now I feel we are taking part in a very 
large competition. Off we go on the 
serious bit, getting colder by the hour but 
thankfully there is no sign of fog. 
The first section that's for class 0 only 
(us) was a disappointment, tarmac 100 
yards long on a slight uphill, I think the 
organisers wanted it covered in ice and 
snow - we cleared it. Off to the next 
section this was what I expected, rough, 
muddy and plenty of throttle - glad to 
clear that, now I felt that it was going to 
be great.  
 
On arrival at Exeter Services, still dark, 
we had covered over half our sections - 
seven to be precise. The only one that 
gave me any trouble was Plyford where I 
had to de-clutch and rev to keep going or 
so I thought, but the marshal put me 
down as a stop. Daylight dawned just as 
we left Exeter services on the final 
stages.  
 
The one section I had been looking 
forward to doing was Fingle Hill - one of 
the most famous "classic hills". Soon it 
was my turn, looking up from the start I 
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Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 

Air bottle repairs & refills 
Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 

Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 
 

If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 

 
4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 

Junction 10, M5 
Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

 

A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN ULTRABURN UNIT NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main Distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 
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could see lots of spectators, I thought 
don't make fools of ourselves go for it. 
This we did and shouted and whooped 
on cleaning it, then straight into special 
test 2 still hyped up. Go off the line,  
reverse, then forward and clean forgot to 
stop on finish line - fool!!  
 
 
The final hill in class 0 was Penhale’s 
Plantation, the fail route from Sims but 
with a restart on 
the hairpin, lots of 
spectators here 
and a clean for us. 
Away to the 
signing off hotel, 
finished around 
1.45 pm, tired (NO 
NOT YET). Went 
off to Slippery Sam 
and watched some 
of the other class 
cars climb up. 
 
That evening we 
attended the 
dinner and prize 
giving at The 
Trecarn Hotel but 
by 10.15 pm 

tiredness kicked in and I left fellow Ross 
Motor Club members including my 
navigator Stuart drinking, etc. A short 
walk to our hotel, my head touched the 
pillow and the lights went out straight 
away. 
 
I would like to thank the organising team 
and all the marshals who made this 
event possible. 

2006 Northern Classic Trial  
Video/DVD 

This year’s video/DVD contains footage from Black Hole, Big 
Cockup, Lowrys, Ladyside, Lords Seat and Sandale. See 

Harvey Waters heroic but ultimately vain attempt to reach 
the restart on Lords Seat, Simon Groves’s flying lessons on 

Sandale and Peter Hart attempting to launch his engine 
valves into orbit amongst many other spectacular moments. 

All this for the bargain price of £10 inc P & P.  
Send cheque stating DVD or Video to:- 

Myke Pocock, 
14, Balfour Road, 

Carlisle,  
CA2 7DU 

Vic looks happy on the Clee! 
(Photo by Chris Phillips) 



13 

The Clee Hills Trial 2006 
by Thomas Aldrian 

 
 

T he Clee Hills Trial is something 
of a special one for me, being 
my local trial, the first trial I went 
to spectate, marshal and 

eventually, 2 years ago, the first trial I 
entered with my newly acquired Austin 7 
Special. 
 
That was in 2004 and we managed to 
cover 7 miles, until a petrol blockage 
stopped us. The only thing I did not do 
whilst preparing the car was clean out 
the petrol tank. Another attempt on the 
Clee Hills in 2005 saw me tipping the car 
on its side on the Longville Special Test. 
 
Thinking “third time lucky” my Clee Hills 
2006 started on the evening before the 
trial. The car was ready and only needed 
to be loaded onto the trailer. If she would 
start, that is…. . 2 hours later, after fitting 
a new coil, rotor arm, cap and returning 
everything back to as it was before, she 
started as if nothing has happened. Who 
knows why, the old lady must have had a 
mind of her own. 
 
Sunday morning, not too early we set off 
to Craven Arms. Arrive at the trailer park, 
jump into the Austin, press the start 
button – nothing.  Not even the starter 
turns! The solonoid had given up. 
Instead of throwing a spanner into the 
works, one reverted to carefully linking 
two contacts, and there she started up. 
Scrutineering, signing on and off we went 
on the open and foggy road. 
 
The first section was Harton Wood 
special test, much more slippery than 
last year. Cleaned it in about average 
time, re-inflated the tyres and back on 
the road we were. Oh, yes, the solonoid 
started to work again. Next came 
Longville, this year a section, so no 

chance to do silly things while reversing. 
Quite easy, everybody in classes 1 and 2 
cleaned it while it was a different story for 
classes 3 to 5. They had to restart and 
no one managed to get away with a 
clean. 
 
Two miles down the road it got serious 
for us, Easthope 1 and 2, steep and 
slippery. We collected a 9 and 10, could 
have done better as other competitors 
were able to prove. On to the next 
section, Ippikin’s Rock, we took the bend 
far too wide and ended up with one 
spinning wheel in the air. I’ll blame the 
driver. 
 
A short drive took us to Harley Bank 1, 
where everybody in the lower classes 
dropped at least 9 points, so why should 
we do any better? Not far away was The 
Jenny Wind, an old cable railway incline, 
too steep and slippery for us. From here 
we had to cover 32 miles on the road, a 
short lunch and petrol stop at Church 
Stretton and a supposed to be lovely 
drive over the Long Mynd. It usually is, 
just this time it was so foggy that I had 
trouble seeing at least some road in front 
of us. 
 
Ratlinghope Special Test, any awards for 
slowest time? On the other side of the hill 
we were greeted by a VSCC sign and 
deep mud at the start. Gattens Gamble is 
a nice, very long section with usually a 
great view at the top, claiming only one 
point of the entire field. 
 
The next section, Allez ‘Oop, had the 
start in a different position than last year, 
which made a huge difference. A clean 
feels much better than a 12, doesn’t it? A 
lovely drive over the top of the hill took 
us back to the road and soon we arrived 
at Priors Holt 1. Too steep for us, 
dropped a 7. 
 
Next to it was Priors Holt 2, which looked 
much worth than it was. Actually, the exit  
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route was more challenging than the 
section itself. Not far was Priors Holt 3, 
for us the last section of the day. I must 
have positioned us absolutely wrong, 
could not pick up any momentum and 
dropped a 6. 
 
A few miles drive to the finish, signed off 
and collected the so long awaited 
finishers’ certificates. Loaded up and 
joined the crowds for a chat. It was a 
great day, which we really enjoyed. Don’t 
they say: “Taking part is everything”? 
 
This leaves me to thank the organisers 
from the Midland Automobile Club for 
putting on a superb event and to say: 
“See you on the next Clee Hills Trial!” 

 
Thomas on Priors Holt 2                                             (Photo by Peter Wigglesworth) 

MG CAR CLUB 
 

19th March at Lintridge 
Farm, Nr. Ledbury.  

 
Challenging PCT with "Classic" 
classes.  
 
Invited clubs MCC; Morgan; 
Dellow Reg.; Stroud; Ross; 
PWA7;  
 
Contact John Arrowsmith on 
01527 89 3034,. or regs 
downloadable from website 
"mgcars/mgccmidlandcentre". 
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The Clee Hills Trial 
by John & Sue Ludford 

 

T he Clee Hills Trial is 
Shropshire’s only classic trial, 
and one of few such trials easily 
accessible from the West 

Midlands. The event is a round of the 
Association of Classic Trials Clubs 
(ACTC) Championship, and is invariably 
of excellent organisational quality and 
content, being run in various years under 
the supervision of Clerks of the Course, 
Jonathan Toulmin and Simon Woodall. 
This year it was Jonathan’s turn again, 
while Simon entered. Unfortunately he 
suffered a seized engine after completing 
the last observed section, necessitating a 
‘tow’ for eighteen miles to the finish 
which prevented him from qualifying as a 
finisher. 
 
The ‘Clee’ is unusual in having its route 
split into Eastern and Western loops with 
half of the entry starting on the former 
and working their way to the latter while 
the other half do the opposite, so 
avoiding a long wait for the later numbers 
to finish. The arrangement worked well 
and everyone started and finished in 
daylight despite the shortness of the day 
at this time of year, with no notable 
delays at any of the observed sections. 
 
The Start and Finish, were at the Craven 
Arms Hotel, who looked after us with 
obvious willingness and prepared very 
good fresh food for us all day, despite 
the refurbishments currently taking place. 
Scrutineering took place at the car park 
of the nearby Stokesay Castle, where 
there was ample space. Fuel was 
available at an adjacent filling station to 
which we returned at mid day as we 
crossed from one loop to the other, as 
well as at four other points on the route, 
which were also equipped with very 
necessary toilet facilities. Hence the 
route was compact, well served, and we 

were never more than twenty miles from 
the finish for those who might need an 
untimely or assisted return to their 
accommodation or trailer. 
 
The weather, although thankfully not 
raining or snowing was miserable with 
fog of greater or lesser intensity 
persisting all day, nearly everywhere. 
 
Familiar observed sections Hungerford 
and Medlicot had been taken out 
because of severe ruts and Round Oak 
was withdrawn at a late stage because of 
difficulties with horses in adjacent fields. 
Three new sections were introduced 
however, in the forest on Priors Holt Hill, 
near Little Stretton.      
 
Sue and I were competing in class 7 and 
so tackled the Western loop first together 
with classes 6 and 8. On leaving the start 
we travelled North on the A49 to Church 
Stretton, from where we went West over 
the Long Mynd to Ratlinghope, which 
was used as a smooth Special Test only, 
this year.  
 
After a further mile we came to Phil’s 
Folly, which had been dug out newly, to 
a fairly hard smooth base and caused 
few problems. Classes 0 to 5 tackled 
Longville instead which stopped all of 
classes 3, 4 and 5, but few others. We 
left Phil’s Folly via the adjacent Gatten’s 
Gamble which was not an observed 
section for classes 6, 7 and 8, this year, 
but was for others. 
 
Five miles due South, and eight miles by 
road lay our next section, Allez ‘oop, 
which dates back to 1938 as a trials hill, 
used by the MG Car Club, when the 
surface was grass. Thankfully it is now 
gravel, and fairly smooth.  
 
Just over a mile to the East, and seven 
miles by road, lay the three new 
Observed Sections of Priors Holt, which 
completed the Western loop of the route. 
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The first two Sections were of muddy 
rock,  fairly smooth but with some hidden 
ruts. The third was a short steep straight 
blast on gravel.  
 
We then headed back to Craven Arms, to 
refuel and start the Eastern loop. Many of 
us were probably feeling a little over 
confident at this stage, with ‘clean sheets’ 
but Nemesis was at hand. 
 
The first observed section of the Eastern 
loop, Harton Wood special test, lay five 
miles to the North East. This year, the 
section was short and did not have the 
reverse element on the steep slope from 
which so many of us have found it difficult 
or impossible to restart in the past, unless 
we have had the experience or presence 
of mind to roll back far enough, and 
nearly everyone was able to complete it 
successfully.       
 
Continuing 
North East for 
eight miles we 
came to the 
Easthope 
Wood where 
three of the 
toughest 
sections were to 
ravage 
everyone’s 
score but one, 
despite free tyre 
pressures on all 
three.  
Easthope 1, 
was a long 
straight slippery 
climb with a 
rocky twist and 
diving holes at 
the top. Most people made a good 
attempt here, but many of those who 
overcame the lack of grip in the lower 
stages fell into some strangely invisible 
ruts and were thrown inelegantly into the 
bank and across the track. 

Easthope 2 was a short section of slimy 
rocks, with a sharp left turn around the ‘8 
marker’, and a very deep hole around the 
‘6’. This section was hitherto unclimbed, 
but this year succumbed to one, and only 
one, competitor, namely the indomitable 
eventual winner of this, and many trials, 
Adrian Marfell. 
 
The third section of this fearsome trilogy 
was Major’s Leap. This was a straight 
slippery section attempted by classes 6,7 
and 8, while classes 0 to 5, attempted 
Ippikin’s Rock. Unfortunately a large 
hole in the ruts just after the start, robbed 
most competitors of sufficient speed to 
complete their attempts successfully.  
 
A five mile run, again North East, to the 
other side of Much Wenlock, which some 
claim to be the birthplace of the modern 
Olympic Games concept, brought us to 

Harley Hill, the site of the next three 
sections; Harley Bank 2, attempted by 
classes 6, 7and 8,  Harley Bank 1 
attempted by other classes, and The 
Jenny Wind.  
 

The start of Jenny Wind Section 
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I am told that Harley Bank 2, is a series of 
increasingly severe climbs on grass, but 
as we fell into a huge hole just after the 
start, I cannot confirm this. Most 
competitors shared the same fate, but 
some spirited attempts were made. 
However, despite ‘free’ tyre pressures 
only Simon Woodall/Barbara Selkirk 
‘cleaned’ the section, which must have 
made their subsequent mechanical failure 
all the more galling. 
 
The Jenny Wind, is perhaps beginning to 
surrender her charms as despite tyre 
pressure limits of 14 p.s.i. and 8 p.s.i., for 
classes 8 and 7 respectively, many 
competitors reached the upper sub-
divisions and several ‘cleaned’ the 
smoothish but slippery surface.  
 
A seven mile run South East, through 
Much Wenlock and Moreville, brought us 
to the final section, Meadowley which 

again was attempted by classes 6,7 and 8 
only, with tyre pressures as for the 
previous section. The section was kinder 
than in previous years and a majority of 
competitors ‘cleaned’ it, although 
strangely several in class 8, stopped in 
the early reaches.     
 
An eighteen mile run South West finally 
took us back to Craven Arms, to the 
Finish, where food and refreshment were 
available while results for classes 0 to 5 
were calculated. Results for classes 6,7 
and 8, were distributed by post because of 
delays  in extricating a Land Rover from 
Easthope Wood. 
 
We had all enjoyed our day’s sport which 
had provided challenges in plenty without 
delays or difficulties and all of our thanks 
must go to the organising team. 
 

(Photo: Chris Knights) 

Alistair Queen, Skoda Rapid,  on the Longville restart              (Photo: Yoland Brown) 
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CLEE HILLS 
TRIAL 

 
 
Richard Parker & 
Matthew Arnold, Austin 
7 on Harley Bank 1 
 
 
 
(Photo by Mark Litherland) 

 
 
Terry Ball & Ken 
Martin, VW Beetle on 
Harley Bank 1 
 
 
 
 

(Photo by Mark 
Litherland) 

 
 
 
James & Mags Diffey, 
Bugatti Brescia, on 
Priors Holt 3  
 
 
(Photo by Chris Phillips) 



19 

Clee Hills 2006  
by Dave Haizelden and  

Paul Allaway 
 

A fter Mike Collins’ off course 
excursions on the 2005 Camel 
the red Golf was looking a bit 
worse for wear. Close 

inspection suggested a rebuild, but in the 
end Mike acquired another car. Mike’s 
entry for the Exeter Trial was refused, so 
this allowed him more time for the build 
before the Clee. Giles Greenslade’s oil 
pressure problem on the Allen 
necessitated an engine strip courtesy of 
Nigel Allen over the winter break. Giles 
refitted the engine and test-drove it down 
to meet Tina Allaway with the intention of 
viewing venues for the summer ACTC 
dinner & dance. Unfortunately the 
Beetle’s cooling fan came loose 
necessitating recovery by the AA and 
coincidentally the same AA man 
recovered Giles’ father Dennis from 
Clinton Woods on the Exeter Trial this 
year, they are now on the AA Christmas 
card list! 
 
With a very early start from Devon, Dave 
and Mike stopped by to collect Tina who 
was going to navigate for Giles, as 
Dennis was otherwise engaged, and 
poor Fran had taken a dive off her horse 
and the horse won. The run up to the 
Craven Arms was hampered by fog and 
in the gloom Nick Farmer and Alan 
Selwood joined the convoy passing 
Bristol. Just before turning off the M5 
Giles’ Beetle appeared travelling very 
slowly, apparently it had a loose rear 
making progress very slow!  
 
John and June Blakely were removed 
from their usual spot in the car park and 
were holding court in the nearby castle 
before the competitors were dispatched 
with completed scrutineering cards back 
to the car park at the Craven Arms Hotel. 
 

As is normal for the Clee, two loops were 
in operation, classes nought - five going 
one way and six, seven and eight the 
other. Nought - five’s day got off with a 
special test in Harton Wood with 
Sebastian Welch setting the fastest time 
in his Austin 7 and in the six, sevens and 
eights group Tim Foster in his Ford 
Special was quickest. Four miles down 
the road was Longville, which has been a 
special test but is now a section (it 
started out as a section pre war – ed) 
containing a restart for classes 3, 4 and 5 
and from which no one got away. 
 
Easthope Woods 1 & 2 were next for the 
lower classes. After Brian Osborn’s MGB 
demolished itself against a tree at 
Easthope 1 steps have been taken to 
prevent this happening again and the 
tree lost. The section proved 
troublesome for the early Escorts with 
their diffs dragging in the mud, but Simon 
Groves managed a 2 but Nick and Alan’s 
BMW got to a 1 a feat equalled by Dave 
Haizelden in the green Golf. Adrian 
Dommett’s storming Hornet was the only 
car to clean. In class 6 Gary Browning 
attacked too hard and left the ruts and 
headed into the trees. Easthope 2 was 
equally troublesome for the lower 
classes but Nick Farmer’s BMW 
produced a best of 5, one up on Simon 
Groves. Up until this event this hill had 
never been cleaned but Adrian Marfell 
rewrote the history book with a clean. 
 
A mile away was Ippikins Rock, which 
produced a few surprises, Nicola 
Wainwright and Paul Bartleman’s Beetle 
stopped at a 9 along with Terry Ball and 
Ken Martin in their Beetle and in class 5 
no one passed the 9 marker. In class 3 
Nick Farmer fatally injured his class win 
with an 8, Simon Groves got a big fat 0! 
 
Next on the agenda was Harley Bank, 
Mike Collins’ excelled with a 12 having 
forgotten what the gear lever was for but 
Terry Coventry was definitely in gear with 
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a best front wheel drive score of 9. In 
class 2 Adrian Dommett was joined on 
the 9 marker by James and Mags Diffey 
in their Bugatti Brescia, someway ahead 
of Bill Bennett’s MG on 11. Six, sevens 
and eights did Harley Bank 2, Simon 
Woodall ACTC chairperson was the only 
clean on the section, closely followed by 
Carl Talbot who got within 2 marks of 
Simon. The Marfell magic temporarily ran 
out, as Adrian’s Buggy got stuck at the 7. 
 
Just down the track was Jenny Wind, 
which took its toll on the lower classes 
but the storming Hornet buzzed its way 
to a 2. Tristan White ably navigated by 
Kelly Thomas misfired his way to a 6 
along with Nick Farmer’s BMW 
somewhat behind Simon Groves’ Escort 
which managed a 4. In class 7 Andrew 
Martin and Derek Tyler managed cleans. 
In class 6 Gary Browning and Giles 
Greenslade, accompanied by Tina 
Allaway (who finally saw the top of Jenny 
Wind) “pulled” out a couple of marks over 
Mark Tooth to go clean. 
 
After a 40-mile drive taking in the next 
two hills Gattens Gamble and Alez ‘Oop 
the class 1s found themselves at the 
front of the field. First up was Priors Holt 
1, the section started on the level with 
the hills falling away to the left and 
turning sharply to the right before 
finishing in a very steep climb. With the 
crew in the green Golf never having laid 
eyes on the section and with no help 
available a quick guess at 10lbs of 
pressure and poke the nose around the 
corner to see what lay ahead. Mike 
Collins who heard all the wheel spinning 
grabbed his tyre gauge and let even 
more air out before attacking the section. 
Terry Coventry who was watching and 
heard all the commotion went even lower 
on pressures, but found the section too 
steep for the Pug and stopped on the 5 
gifting second place in class to Mike. 
Surprisingly Simon Groves was not in the 
groove and could only spin his way up to 

the 4 whilst Nick Farmer and Dick Bolt 
rediscovered their missing form, but 
sadly all too late as Simon still managed 
to claim the class by 4 points from Nick. 
 
Priors Holt 2 was being marshaled by 
Michael Leete (Classical Gas) who was 
getting so bored took a look over to the 
first section to find some action! Priors 
Holt 3 was watched over by Chris 
Phillips, ACTC’s championship tabulator 
who was also suffering from a lack of 
action with six, sevens and eights going 
clean.  
 
Back at the Craven Arms, Pat and 
Jonathan Toulmin quickly got the results 
sorted (well classes 1-5 anyway—one of 
the results collecting Land Rovers got 
badly stuck in the woods with one of the 
scorecards for classes 6,7 and 8 - ed!) 
with the overall win going to Adrian 
Marfell who beat Carl Talbot on time test 
only by 1.5 seconds. Andrew Martin 
continued his winning form by taking 
class 7 from the ex Marfell Baja Beetle, 
driven by Derek Tyler. Despite his 
wobbly rear end and loose exhaust Giles 
Greenslade returned to his winning ways 
by taking class 6 from Mark Tooth. A 
tight fought battle in class 5 was won by 
Geoff and Carol Buchanan in the ex 
Greenslade Reliant Scimitar from Brian 
Gray in the Austin JAP. In an equally 
tight battle in class 4 Pete Barr took the 
honours by a couple of points from 
Nicola Wainwright/Paul Bartleman who 
were just ahead of Terry Ball. In class 2 
Adrian Dommett who was helped round 
by Guy Phillips (Judy Phillips son) 
managed to hold off the challenge of the 
Bugatti Brescia with Bill & Liz Bennett 
coming third. 
 
A big thank you to all the marshals and 
of course Jonathan and Pat Toulmin for 
a great day’s sport. 
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The 2006 Exmoor Trial 
by Dave Shrubsole 

 

T he Exmoor Trial is one of the 
trials that are run by the North 
Devon Motor Club, the club of 
which I am a member, so it is 

local to me. Therefore I needed to wake 
at the unearthly hour of 6am, on a 
Sunday! Just to get to Barnstaple.  
 
I needed to collect my son who had 
decided to go to a party that weekend, as 
well as play navigator for me. He was not 
only ready and waiting at the agreed 
meeting place, he was early, and I a little 
late, so had been waiting for around 20 
minutes to half an hour, inappropriately 
dressed complete with pork pie hat!. I 
took his ‘trialling’ clothes with me so he 
could get changed on the way. We then 
went on to the Two Rivers Industrial 
Estate for scrutineering. 
 
Scrutineering here seems to be in two 
parts, firstly a couple of chaps checking 
MOT and Diff, and then round to the front 
of the buildings to meet with much 
travelled scrutineers. My latest addition to 
the car is a foam-filled fire extinguisher 
that I happily point out after having had 
problems in the past. 
 
Having got the scrutineering at Irelands 
Services out of the way, all competitors 
gathered at ‘The Cedars’, the starting 
point of this trial. A mixture of ancient and 
modern cars, motorcycles and sidecars 
congregated on this fresh, sunny, but 
bitterly cold, Sunday morning. Here we 
tucked into a hearty cooked breakfast, 
provided by the hotel kitchen, not bad 
value at around £4. 
 
“Cedars” has plenty of room for an event 
like this, which gives each competitor 
plenty of space to sort themselves out. In 
the foyer sit a line of officials taking 
registrations etc. Being a member of the 

club hosting this round many were 
familiar faces. 
 
Barnstaple nestles conveniently close to 
the edge of Exmoor, which, to my mind is 
an excellent natural area full of 
interesting, challenging and generally 
very scenic tracks and sections. 
 
Now breakfasted, signed on etc. etc. it’s 
time to exchange humorous banter with 
other ‘like-minded’ souls. Next is the 
serious business of lining up to start on 
time. (At the last trial we were a little late, 
so we did not want a repeat of that 
scenario). 
 
We are number 80, class 1, front-wheel 
drive production cars. Ours is a MG 
Maestro, 2 litre, built in 1989. This time 
there is another Maestro in our class, 
seemingly a light-hearted entry by a 
bunch of local lads, out for a day’s jolly. 
 
We’re off, heading down into Barnstaple, 
taking the road towards Goodleigh, 
roughly east. About 3½ miles out of 
Barnstaple finds us at Snapper 1, a fairly 
gentle introduction into the day’s fun. We 
cleared this, as did most others, The 
Snapper hill then sub divides into 
Snapper 2, again this is fairly gentle on us 
and we clear this also! Some participants 
seem to find the track leading to Snapper 
1 as challenging as the hill itself. 
 
A few miles on, finds us at TORDOWN 
TEST. This is the part where my son/
navigator starts shouting “why don’t you 
listen to me!!!” I didn’t, oh well. These 
tests are not my forte, but we seem to 
muddle through them, hence my son’s 
exasperation. 
 
Back on the road to the observed section 
– ‘3 – Riverton’. RIVERTON is a steep, 
narrow, rough twisting gully, that is a mad 
scramble and I loved it. This is a 
challenging section especially in a wide 
car such as ours. 
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After LEE MOOR TEST 2, another time 
for my son to shout, and we were 
slowest, but I don’t mind, another chap in 
our class failed altogether, at least I was 
better than that! In this test we had to not 
only drive forward the full length, we then 
reverse the whole way, difficult for me, as 
I could not see out of my rear window too 
well.  
 
Then comes HUNTSTONE, sections 4 & 
5. Serious trials hills – so much more 
challenging than the first couple, and we 
failed to clear these. 
 
Next is *HIGH BRAY* a section that in 
poor conditions it is very difficult to even 
get started on. High Bray is rough, very 
rocky and challenging. I think High Bray 
is a brilliant section. I have not yet 
managed to clear this section at all in the 
three years I have tried. This section is 
included in the Tarka Trial, which the 
North Devon Motor Club also runs in 
November, so I have had plenty of stabs 
at it! This year my nemesis was beaten 
though, we cleared it! The first time and 
my ambition achieved!! Hurray. 
 
The next four sections are quite close to 
each other in a beautiful wood. To get to 
the first of these we had to drive through 
a little river, cleans the tyres for us.  
 
Section 7. LOWER MOLLAND  
majority cleared, including us, but this is 
not quite the same as clearing High Bray, 
some competitors got 11 AND 12 points 
though.  
 
Section 8 JIMMYS HILL this time the 
majority found the going difficult, with 
loose grip and steep.  
 
Section 9 BADGER’S HILL The start was 
in deep mud, and then a sharp turn into 
the main steep climb, for most it was a 
question of how far up you could go, so a 
lot got 5 or 6 although some managed to 
clear.  

Section 10 RODNEY’S REVENGE this 
one is again steep – bend  - steep - 
tricky, we didn’t quite make it to the top 
but it was still good fun.  
 
Up on the top of Exmoor we encountered 
some icy patches, I told you it was cold! 
 
After about 12 road miles and we take on 
the famous BEGGAR’S ROOST, at 
Barbrook. A rough climb, but under the 
good conditions most went clear. 
LYNCOMBE BRIDGE quite local to 
Beggar’s roost through farmland, lots of 
gates to open and close. We got a little 
lost round here, and followed some other 
competitors who also seemed to be 
disorientated. 
 
Fun at FLOYDS BANK – last section. 
A new route was made for the bikes this 
year in which rather than turning right and 
finishing they had to continue upwards 
and caused great hilarity with both 
competitors and spectators. Competitors 
having a tendency to either fall off after 
reaching the summit, separate from the 
bike completely, or as one competitor did, 
tried to run the finishing marshal down. 
Two combinations also took a tumble. 
The cars faired better with lots of them 
reaching the number one marker. 
(Unfortunately we had to retire only 2 or 3 
miles from the last hill. This last 
paragraph came courtesy of the trial 
secretary.) 
 
Two or three miles from the final section 
we suffered a mechanical failure, putting 
us out if the competition. Somehow the 
drive shaft managed to disengage itself 
from the gearbox. At the time I suspected 
clutch failure, but our friendly RAC man 
advised otherwise. The RAC sent out a 
spectacle lift, eventually. However at this 
breakdown we were not sent the 
seemingly compulsory inspector to tell 
head office that we had really broken 
down and needed recovery. Thank 
goodness for common sense. 
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Just as we were about to roll another 
breakdown truck turned up at junction 
with a Hillman Avenger aboard, which 
had sustained a broken gearbox, this was 
his second outing, after two years of 
working on the car and second 
breakdown. The first time, the Tarka 
Trial, his differential went, and I thought I 
had bad luck. 
 
Three years ago, at my first Exmoor, I 
struggled at the first hill, with an 
overheating engine due to the electric fan 
malfunctioning. Just as we thought all 
was lost then, the sweepers, magicked a 
complete radiator and fan from a Ford, 
which we utilised and kept us going for 
the duration of the trial, Thank you 
sweepers. This year we were much more 
able, but failed to complete the trial, 
where do I go wrong? 
 
 

Despite all this Daley and I thoroughly 
enjoyed our Exmoor. We will aim to do it 
again next year, hopefully with the same 
car, if we can rebuild it satisfactorily. 
Generally the modifications we have 
made to the car seem successful; this 
was a good test for the most recent. 
Unfortunately this breakdown was one of 
those things, not anything we could have 
foreseen nor prevented. 
 
There were many motorcycles and 
sidecars taking part in this years trial, this 
is something both Daley and I hanker 
after, maybe one year we will get a 
combination and participate, although as 
he gets older he thinks that he should be 
the one riding the bike, and not being the 
contortionist in he chair. 

Competition Numbers in January Restart! 
 
You can see the problem from the marshal’s viewpoint by comparing the cover 
photos: Paul’s Troll, on front, has a legible number on its own vertical holder; 
Yoshi’s bike, on back cover, likewise; Adrian’s VW, however, is harder to read 
behind the sloping screen. 
 
And in the centrefold six, all numbers are legible on their holders except that of 
the Golf, on its windscreen, raked more than a VW? 
 
So, the marshal may hope s/he’ll see the comp number on the rear? Pages 15 & 
38 repeat the score: five out of six, with the modern car’s rear-screen causing 
real difficulty. 
  
Moral: if we want enough volunteer marshals, make their job a little easier; and if 
we want quick and accurate results, make the competition numbers clear and 
legible, on vertical holders, front and rear! 
 
Yours numerically, 
 
 

Neil Forrest 
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Bryan Phipps, Marlin 
 
 

Merve’s Swerve 
 
 
 
Dudley Sterry, MG J2 
 
 
 
Chris Wall, Cannon 

Cotswold C

(photos by Jon
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Clouds 2006 

 
 
 
 
 
athan Toulmin) 

 
 
 
 

Andrew Martin on Bull 
Banks 1 

Tony Underhill on 
Ham Mill 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Eamer on  
Crooked Mustard 
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North Devon Motor Club - 
Exmoor Trial, 29th January 
2006 

by Andrew Brown 
 
The North Devon Motor Club's Exmoor 
Trial is a thoroughly nice event and I 
cannot understand why it is not better 
supported by the car classes although 51 
entrants is, I suppose, not too bad for an 
ACTC Championship event these days. 
The trial hardly changes from year-to-
year and the route card for this year 
showed only two additional sections 
compared with the first time I competed 
in 2003. The event is nicely balanced, 
with the inevitable forestry sections 
broken up by the truly classic climbs of 
Riverton, High Bray, Beggars Roost, and 
Lyncombe Bridge, and the 'grand finale' 
of Floyd's Bank within sight of the finish. 
 
Looking back to 2003 I see that I 
recorded the Clee Hills as being held in 
"perfect trialling weather" whilst the 
Exmoor was "run off in mist and fog that 
completely obscured the view for the 
entire day". This year it was the complete 
reverse with brilliant blue skies and 
magnificent views across Exmoor all day. 
We even managed to finish the event on 
time, have a post-trial drink in the 
Staghunters, and get back to Barnstaple 
in time to load-up and get on our way in 
daylight. What more can one ask of a 
trial's organisation? 
 
With my normal caveat that this report is 
written by an average (below-average 
some would say) driver in class 7, so 
may bear little relation to other 
competitors’ experiences, read on … 
 
The first two woodland sections, 
Snapper 1 and 2, were cleaned by all 
those who managed to leave the 
deceptively tricky Snapper 1 start line. 
Ray Easterbrook's loss, directly in front 

of us, was our gain as we took extra care 
when it came to our turn. This year we 
managed to find the correct route to 
Tordown for the first of North Devon's 
two flying-finish special tests. The dry 
weather meant that Riverton was closer 
to its 'Lands End' form than the 
conditions normally associated with the 
Exmoor Trial and it was cleaned by most 
of the cars, although it did take its toll of 
the bike entry.  
 
Hunstone (1), without the final turn-right-
and-straight-up, seemed very easy for 
those of us in classes 7 and 8 although 
there were a number of failures in the 
lower classes. A substantial proportion of 
the field, including all the front-runners, 
arrived at Hunstone 2 still clean but the 
scores were about to change 
dramatically. So dramatically, indeed, 
that the trial was won-or-lost here. The 
restart defeated all of classes 3, 4, 5, 6; 
and the section was cleaned only by 
eventual class winners Adrian Dommett 
(class 2), Andrew Martin (Class 7), and 
Carl Talbot (class 8), Ray Goodright 
(who was later to retire from class 7), 
and all three Front Wheel Drive AllStars 
in class 1 (who had been spared the 
restart). 
 
Suitably chastened we all headed-off to 
the wonderful High Bray which was drier 
than I've ever seen it resulting in cleans 
for most of the car entry although, like 
Riverton, it defeated a fair number of the 
bikes. Although Hunstone 2 may have 
decided the trial the four sections in 
Molland Woods, as usual, separated the 
men from the boys.  
 
Lower Molland is a straightforward 
climb, which was cleaned by most who 
managed to leave the start line, which 
apparently got greasier-and-greasier as 
the trial progressed. Jimmy's Hill had a 
fiendish restart, which defeated a high 
proportion of those who managed to get 
to the line. It looked easier up the right-
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hand side, but wasn't. Having dropped a 
'10', and with no one waiting, the 
marshals obliged our request for 
"another non-counting attempt" which 
took us easily up the left-hand side as far 
as the restart line. So that was an 
unnecessary three points lost and we 
won't make that mistake again.  
 
Badger's Hill starts with a sharp right-
hander then a steep climb on slippery 
stones. Only class 8 made this look easy 
on the restricted tyre pressures. The 
results on the final Molland section, 
Rodney's Revenge, say it all - a handful 
of cleans and a huge number of failures 
on the 4-marked restart. 
 
With the really serious stuff out of the 
way we had a lengthy drive, still in 
wonderful winter sunshine, across 
Exmoor to the supposedly familiar 
Beggars Roost although it all looks very 
unfamiliar in daylight. Ray Easterbrook 
and I seemed to have made-up quite a 
few places by the time we arrived at the 
Barbrook filling station, which was doing 
brisk business refuelling bikers and their 
bikes. North Devon always tape-off the 
Beggar's Roost track to place the white/
yellow/red classes restart in the soft 
verges rather than on the harder central 
surface. This year it was off to the right 
and caught a few of the unprepared. 
Lyncombe Bridge is a lovely section, 
deep in a classic Exmoor valley, with a 
watersplash and a restart which should 
be easy but always catches a few, as it 
did this year. 
 
And so to Floyd's Bank, high on the hill 
above Brendon, a short sharp winding 
'taped' climb on very slippery mud and 
grass with a good gathering of 
spectators. I'm afraid that we put up our 
worst performance of the day here, 
under the critical eyes of most of class 8. 
I think I know what we did wrong but, of 
course, it will be another year before we 
can try and correct that mistake. After the 

depressing sight of watching most of the 
rest of class 7 either clean it, or get to the 
'1', we retired to the Staghunters and 
signed-off by 3.00pm. 
 
The results showed just two clean sheets 
in the car classes with Andrew Martin 
beating Carl Talbot (last year's winner) 
by three-and-a-bit seconds on the 
special test times. Adrian Dommett was 
in third place overall by the single point 
he dropped on Floyd's Bank, but he'd still 
have been third if he had cleaned it after 
an uncharacteristically slow time on the 
second special test. 
 
In class 7, Harvey Waters was second to 
Arnie by just the 5 points he dropped on 
the Hunstone 2 restart, followed by 
Marlin driver Tom Jefferies with a truly 
excellent 8 points. Ray Goodright was 
forced to retire when in the running for 
second place and Eric Smith also 
succumbed after failing the Beggar's 
Roost restart. 
 
Criticisms? Well, only one really and 
that's a problem that is certainly not 
unique to this event. Why oh why do 
trials organisers apply blanket tyre 
pressure limits and then not police them? 
Class 7 were on 12psi all day but I 
believe the pressures were only checked 
twice: once at Hunstone 2, which was 
crucial given the hyper-tricky restart; and 
once somewhere else although I can't 
remember exactly where. I don't recall 
checks on any of the sections in Molland 
Woods, nor at Floyd's Bank. That's a 
total of five sections where a bit of extra 
air out of the tyres could have made a 
significant difference, but we'll never 
know who was legal and who might not 
have been. 
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The Exmoor Trial 
by Alison Nutt 

 

W ell this is the second trial of 
the season in which we 
have competed, the first 
being the Exeter Trial in 

which we claimed Silver. Well we left 
home on Sunday morning at about 6.30 
am on a very cold morning; we got to 
Barnstaple and parked up behind 
Irelands Motor Services, where the 
scrutineering was being done. 
 
So far so good, we met up with Andrew 
& Anita Petherick and gave them their 
much deserved ACTC Red Rose Bowl in 
which they won last year. We said that it 
was an excellent turn out of outfits as 
there were eleven entries, with all eleven 
starting. 
 
It was nice to see a new crew of John 
Webb & Alexander Lidgate, riding 
Trevor’s old EML Yamaha XS 650 outfit, 
which was then sold to Courtney Yandle. 
Unfortunately John & Alexander retired 
after High Bray; we hope to see them on 
other trials, good luck guys. 
 
Well we left Irelands and travelled up to 
the Cedars to sign on; we left the Cedars 
at 8.50am and then travelled to the first 
section Snapper 1. We started and then 
for no reason the bike cut out and 
stopped, so we got and eleven for this 
section, not a good start. The second 
section Snapper 2 went find no problems 
on this section, clear. 
 
Tordown Test was a good test, but we 
could not seem the get the grip with a 
time of 11.32, from here it was onto 
Riverton, section 3 and again we 
managed to go clear. 
 
Riverton seemed to be very rocky this 
year and it could have caused problems 
if you where not careful. 

Then it was on to Lee Moor Test, this 
was better start than the last one with a 
time of 6.88 not good enough compared 
with the others. 
 
Then back on the road for ½ a mile to 
sections 4 & 5, Hunstone & Hunstone 2 
and again clear, from these sections, it 
was on to the section that I was not 
looking forward to. 
 
High Bray, section 6, in all the time that I 
have been a passenger, which is not 
long we have only cleared this once and 
now I can say twice. 
 
Trevor always tells me not to worry about 
the failure routes, but I always mark the 
place just in case. We have not had to 
use it on this section before as the kind 
spectators and marshals have all ways 
helped us to the top. (But you never 
know when you might need that failure 
route). 
 
On to Lower Molland, Jimmy’s Hill, 
Badgers Hill and Rodney’s Revenge, 
sections 7, 8, 9 & 10 all clears, it is a 
shame that we had not stopped on 
section 1. 
 
Then it was down to Barbrook and stop 
for fuel and a quick chocolate boost 
before section 11, Beggar’s Roost. 
 
Where we had to wait a few minutes 
before the section opened, and again it 
was a clear, still with only one section 
failed it is better than last year, as we 
failed a lot more than one section at this 
stage. 
 
Then to Lyncome Bridge, section 12 and 
with all the good weather we have had it 
was not flooded as it has in the past. 
This section had the only restart for the 
outfits, you went through the river and 
around to the left and stop on rock/slab 
type floor. We manage to get away okay, 
I do not like restarts at the best of times, 
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as the first time we ever did a trial 
together there was a restart. And lets put 
it this way, when the bike came to rest in 
a tree both rider and passenger were not 
with the bike. 
 
Then it was on to the section that I would 
like to get to the top off, even if it was just 
once. Floyd’s Bank section 13 (unlucky 
for some) and it was for us again this 
year, we got to number 9. 
 
I would like to say it was great to see 
eleven outfits on a one day trial and hope 
it continues. Thank you to all that helped 

to run this trial and all the marshals that 
came out on a cold day, but at least it 
was dry. 
 
Well done to Andy & Anita Petherick for 
getting the class award, we have been 
put down for having a 12 and a 10, but 
even if this was change to what we 
should have had it would not make much 
difference to our position. 

Cotswold Clouds Trial 5th 
February 2006 

By Alex and Ian Ramsay 
 

A woke on Sunday morning to 
take an anxious view out of the 
window. Is that frost on the 
ground or just a heavy dew? – 

fortunately the latter, and with no rain 
forecast there was a dry(ish) trial in 
prospect. As a crew of ‘returners’ to the 
Cotswold Clouds Trial we were keen to 
see how the ‘Clouds’ would uphold its 
reputation on a dry day. Alex was 
entering the event for only the second 
time after experiencing a very wet trial in 
2005, and the passenger was back after 
a twenty-two year gap. Ian still has a 
cherished photo taken on Axe in 1983 
apparently passengered by a springer 
spaniel looking eagerly through the 
windscreen – the regulations were not 
so stringent in those days! 
 
So what challenges did the organisers 
have in store? We were soon to find out. 
 
A short drive from our base at 
Cheltenham saw us at the Ryeford Arms 
start 40 minutes before our due ‘off’’. 
Scrutineering was rapidly and efficiently 
dispensed with and then a 15 minute 
wait to sign-on. Sufficient time left to 

review tyre tactics and a decision to 
change the rears side-to-side to give us 
the best ‘edge’. 
 
We were away at 9.50 am and only 6 
miles to the first section (Crawley). 
There was a 20-minute wait here and 
then a straightforward and easy climb 
with a dry hill. 
 
On to the start of the real competition at 
OS 2 (Crooked Mustard). We 
remembered from last year that the left-
hander had to be taken wide but alas we 
were not wide enough and stopped just 
before the step. Successful climbs talked 
of performing a ‘wall of death’ drive on 
the right hand bank and tales of 
destruction on the step were rife. 
 
Down the lanes to the New Inn at 
Waterley Bottom – the passenger 
recalling that this used to be a refuelling 
stop for the crew when he last competed 
– how times have changed. A dry Axe 
(OS 3) was an easy climb hampered 
only by hitting the concrete ridges rather 
hard three-quarters of the way up and 
puncturing the near-side front tyre 
 
The tyre duly changed it was on to 
Nailsworth Ladder. The tyre pressure 
restriction of 14 PSI for our class took its 
toll here and we did not move off the 
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restart line. 
 
Ham Mill (OS 5) looked promising but 
again the restart caught us out – too 
close in on the left hand bend. 
Wicked Juniper was slippery all the way 
and needed just the right balance to 
maintain grip and momentum – 
especially near the top as the gradient 
increased slightly. 
 
Fred’s Folly (OS 7) had a restart for 
classes 7 and 8, which we did not master 
– this was becoming a habit. Merve’s 
Swerve was particularly greasy off the 
line and we did not get to meet the 
restart flag marshal. 
 
Highwood 1 had a 10 psi restart for class 
7 and we ended on the short cut with 
many other 7 and 8’s for a long wait to 
filter in to the queue for Highwood 2. A 
good start here and a more respectable 
effort. Out of the woods via the second 
special test under the cheery control of 
Ian Bates – just watch out for the wave 
with the left hand while dropping the red 
flag with the right. 
 
 Climperwell (OS 13) provide a much 

needed respite with an interesting 
obstacle course between the trees. 
 
The end was now in sight with only Bull 
Banks 1 and 2 to go, but this proved a 
sting in the tail with two more 14 psi 
restarts. 
 
Then on to the Ragged Cott Inn and a 
well earned pint of Uley Old Spot for the 
driver while the passenger drove home. 
 
All in all a very challenging days trialling. 
The restarts for class 7 seemed even 
more demanding than on Alex first foray 
in 2005 but on that occasion we were 
running in the first third of the field. The 
perceived wisdom from talking to more 
seasoned campaigners is that a late 
number is a distinct disadvantage. It 
does appear to be down to the luck of 
the ‘draw’. The whole issue of class 7 
restarts is encouraging lively debate on 
the trialling websites at the present time 
as it has become the preferred way of 
sorting the ‘Men’ from the ‘Boys’. We just 
have to be careful not to discourage the 
‘Boys’ too much! 

Baldrick’s Own Cotswold 
Cloud 

by Myke Pocock 
 

B limey! I have never prayed by 
choice. Any that I have done 
was based purely on self-
preservation at school 

assemblies many moons ago. No 
praying equated to a thick ear PDQ. 
However I almost capitulated recently 
when I had visions of The Clouds Final 
Results listing me as ‘Non Starter’. 
Following my NS on the Allen Trial 
caused by a back strain a few days prior, 
hoovering my workshop at work of all 
things I ended up in hospital just under 

two weeks before the Clouds with a dose 
of kidney stones. Three days of hospital 
food, URG. 
 

So the days prior to the 5th February 
were spent taking extreme care not to 
acquaint myself with vacuuming and 
accentuating every 50’s plus twinge into 
a major medical trauma. I was travelling 
down with my CO and Sean Relph and 
Garry Sams who were competing in 
Chris Veevers nice little Austin 7. They 
were hoping for better luck than on the 
Allen when they had to retire with 
terminal ignition failure after 4 sections. 
We were booked into B & B just down 
the road from the start venue so spent 
Friday night making last minute checks, 
organising tools and checking for the 
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2006 Exmoor  
Trial  

 
 
Steve & Phil Potter, Trojan, 
on Floyds Bank 
 
 
 
Photo by Anne  Whellock) 

 
 
Tristan White & Kelly 
Thomas on Floyds Bank 
 
 
 
 
 
(Photo by Anne  
Whellock) 

 
 
Harvey Waters, 
Ford Popular, on 
High Bray 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo by Aaron 
Haizelden) 
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umpteenth time that all the necessary 
paper work was ready for the morning. 
Garry was working on the Saturday 
morning so we had planned to set off at 
around 1 to 1:30 but by 1:45 there was no 
sighting when Diane Veevers rang to say 
that the 7 had developed more electrical 
gremlins, this time in the lighting circuit, 
requiring an extensive rewire. We set of 
on our own with them to follow later and, 
apart from one or two glitches on the way, 
missed route and damage to the trailer 
board lighting unit cable, we arrived at 
about 8 p.m. with Garry and Sean arriving 
a little after us. 
 
Sunday morning, leisurely breakfast at 
6:30 then up to the start venue to get 
scrutineered by the ever-present John and 
June and then on to sign on in plenty of 
time for a leisurely peruse of the Route 
Book and a walk round the varied entries. 
Or so I thought! The 7 had other ideas 
though and was refusing to start following 
scrutineering even when threatened with 
12 volts from Baldrick on to its puny 6-volt 
system. Despite all efforts it wasn’t going 
anywhere and this after the Allen. Bitter 
news for Garry and Sean. I hope their luck 
turns soon as they are full of enthusiasm 
and we need to develop as many 
committed triallers up here in the North. 
Subsequent investigation of the bowels of 
the 7’s engine revealed a seized gudgeon 
pin on number 2.   
 
8:55 and number 25 with ‘er indoors 
installed in the co-pilots chair, we set off in 
light fog to section 1, Crawley. Can’t 
actually remember much about this 
section apart from it being a nice loosener 
to tune us in to the day’s fun. Dave Miller, 
who had the distinction of travelling the 
farthest to the trial, was running behind 
me at this stage, was able to give me a 
little insight into the section and tyre 
pressures despite him being front engine 
and me rear engine. Being a relative 
newcomer to trialling and having never 
competed on the Clouds, I was grateful to 

competitors and marshals alike for tyre 
pressure advice and descriptions of the 
sections. I have tried to get into the habit 
of recording tyre pressures and brief 
section details on the route card for future 
use. For new and not so new competitors, 
what about organisers leaving blank 
spaces in route books for competitors to 
record this such information?  
 
It was then a short run of 4 miles to one of 
the sections I had been looking forward to 
since my entry was accepted, Crooked 
Mustard. The marshal at the bottom 
claimed that this is one of the best 
sections in the country and who am I to 
argue with such a claim. I had viewed 
some video taken by Irene Willis and 
Diane Veevers back in 1999 but even that 
didn’t do it justice. You have to be there to 
appreciate it. We set off innocently 
enough uphill then took a right turn into a 
kind of super mini version of the Grand 
Canyon but with added wow for triallers!!! I 
can remember little specific detail apart 
from going left then rapidly right and 
arriving at what looked like a rock face 
and spinning to a halt with, I suspect, a 
dirty great grin on my mush. It was then I 
became aware of all the spectators and 
proceeded to give them an unplanned 
idiot’s display by nearly putting Baldrick on 
its side when reversing back out. One of 
my latest modifications to Baldrick 
involved fitting a bracket on the inside of 
the passenger’s door to take my video 
camera. I was road testing it prior to 
videoing the Northern this year and had 
wanted some in-car shots of some of the 
sections. Arriving back down at the start, I 
realised I had forgotten to start the 
camera. Pillock. The start marshal 
graciously declined my request to give the 
section another try.  
 
On arrival at Axe, I parked up in the short 
queue with Dave Miller behind me. He 
cautioned to run at 7/8th’s and back off 
over the steps to prevent over revving and 
diff damage. He also warned that the 
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section was so narrow in places that it 
was easy to bounce off either side. After a 
cheery chat with the start marshal over the 
undoubted merits of older Skodas we set 
off. Unfortunately the section was covered 
with a good layer of leaves requiring me to 
momentarily back of the throttle every time 
I detected a step through the steering. 
Banging off both sides a couple of times in 
the narrow bits we then proceeded to the 
top of the section, negotiating the left hand 
bend with a bit of welly and wheel spin. I 
was convinced at the time it had been the 
body, which had taken the brunt of the 
banging but inspection at section end 
revealed it had only been the front wheels.  
A short road run should have seen us 
arriving at Nailsworth Ladder. Dropping 
down into Nailsworth itself, we completely 
missed the right into Church Street just 
before the pedestrian crossing. The next 
right was also before a crossing but not 
the one we were after. A quick reversal of 
route then retry saw us only just recognise 
the correct turning but this short delay 
pushed us back into the mid 30s in the 
running order. The start of Nailsworth 
Ladder involved us in a short run of a few 
feet on tarmac to get as much momentum 
as possible before a sharp 90 onto the 
rough stuff with the front end jumping 
skywards before proceeding up the 
section. After viewing a video of 
Nailsworth from a few years ago I had 
decided to go as far left as possible on the 
step but the setting up crew had other 
ideas, with an orange safety fence 
blocking my chosen route. No choice then 
mate! Straight at the step full bore and the 
front end parted company with terra firma 
by a healthy measure. Fantastic! Foot 
down and the back end stepped out left 
and right causing one spectator to take a 
cautionary backward step to preserve his 
own safety. Arriving at the top in triumph I 
felt something was not quite right but a 
good check all round for punctures or de-
arranged suspension proved negative so 
we set off for the next section, Ham Mill.  
 

This was a nice, twisty leaf covered 
section uphill through woodland with a 
restart set on a sharp left hand bend that 
could catch you out easily as it did some 
of the mid and later runners. We made it 
easily, appreciated by the applause from 
one spectator. No time to sign autographs 
though as the section then took a right 
hand bend before the run to the end. 
  
Another short cross-country run took us to 
Wicked Juniper, with June Blakely 
officiating at the start lines. This section 
had two separate start lines. Once again a 
twisty run up through woodland although 
the leaf covering had mostly been cleared 
away by previous runners. This needed 
reasonable speed to keep going but care 
not to jump out of the ruts and make 
intimate acquaintance with the scenery. 
John Blakely was officiating further up the 
section and gave us some encouragement 
to keep the boot in.  
 
Fred’s Folly followed with us seeming to 
have little time to collect our thoughts and 
grab a bite to eat. For me, these short 
classic trials seem to go so quickly. Garry 
and Sean had, by now, loaded the 7 up 
and called to say they were spectating 
here. Once again a similar section to the 
two previous ones with a run uphill 
through woodland. This one had a sharp 
right hand bend towards the latter part 
with Garry and Sean waving 
encouragement. We needed to keep up a 
good momentum here so as not to bog 
down but Baldrick was running better than 
ever. This may be due to the two-branch 
exhaust manifold recently, the extra 
cooling fan in the engine compartment or 
a combination of the two. 
 
Merves Swerve followed but I forgot to set 
the camera on this one. Nevertheless this 
was one I had also viewed previously on 
film and enjoyed the run up hill to the 
hump, failing at the 3 marker but not 
disappointed at all. 
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It was then on to the first of the two 
Highwood Special Tests. Now I have been 
known to let the red mist get to me on 
these so was delighted to see that even I 
could understand just what to do. Baldrick, 
however, has other ideas when full power 
on tight lock is required, wanting to go 
straight on. Consequently I had to back of 
a bit when going for it round the cone to 
let the front end bite. Still, did it with no 
failure. Highwood 1 is a blank in the 
memory bank apart from us getting a zero 
here. Mind you, it did look to have caused 
some of the re-starters a bit of trouble. 
Highwood 2 I do remember as it started 
on the flat with a very short run to a right-
hander then steep up hill on a slippery 
surface. We could only manage a 5 here 
with no need to spin the wheels as soon 

as they lost traction as we were going 
nowhere.  
 
After negotiating the second special test 
the final two sections Bull Banks 1 and 2 
followed. It was here that we had the 
longest wait of the trial, something like 15 
to 20 minutes before we tackled 1. A 
smooth gentle run uphill then closed in 
with low banking to the restart. We 

stopped well enough, gave it plenty but 
stayed exactly in the same place. Never 
mind, floor it to see what happens but this 
only resulted in Baldrick creating his own 
little, (or should I say big) Cotswold Cloud 
of rubber smoke. Bull Banks 2 followed in 
similar vein but this time letting out the 
clutch resulted in me slipping backwards 
of all things. Never mind, good fun though. 
Baldrick had run perfectly all day, the only 
problems being a slightly bent rim and a 
small tear in a rear tyre side wall and a 
noisy front shock absorber, probably due 
to a failing rubber bush.  
 
We then travelled the 11 miles to the 
Ragged Cot Inn for signing off, received 
the finishers certificate and had a well-
earned cuppa. We were grateful to the 

crew of an Imp who 
led us almost back to 
the start venue to 
collect the tow car. We 
finally arrived back 
home in Carlisle at 
about 10 pm, 
surprised but delighted 
to find that the results 
had already been 
posted and we had 
come 36th and 3rd in 
class. Congratulations 
to Ian Moss who 
upheld class 4 
honours by winning 
the trial outright but 
equal praise to the 
organising team for a 
thoroughly enjoyable 
and well organised 

trial. Commiserations to Kelly Thomas 
who was actually the only competitor to 
get a clean round on the hills, only loosing 
the trial due to a failed special test. I have 
always been of the opinion that special 
tests should be used purely as deciders 
and therefore not penalised twice, once 
with a fail thereby virtually eliminating you 
from a place and then an extra 6 just to 
ram the fail home.  

Baldrick on Bull Banks  (photo: Jonathan Toulmin) 
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COTSWOLD CLOUDS TRIAL 
2006 

as seen by Terry Coventry 
 

T ony (Woolls – my long suffering 
passenger) and I arrived early at 
the Ryeford for the start of the 
trial, enjoyed a good chat to the 

other competitors, and then it was off to 
the first section ‘Crawley Wood Hill’, this 
year the section was very dry and gave us 
a good start to the event. We were then off 
to the infamous ‘Crooked Mustard’. This 
year due to the dry conditions everyone I 
spoke to seemed to be of the opinion that 
this was the year that the hill could be 
conquered by a front wheel drive car. Bill 
Rosten and Ian Moss were in front of me 
in their Imps, and they both cleaned it with 
little or no trouble, much too young Josh’s 
(Ian’s son/passenger) delight. Then it was 
our turn, with tyres down to 10psi we 
started well, but upon reaching the 5 
marker we stopped dead, ending my 
dream of being the first front wheel drive to 
clean the Mustard as I knew either Dave 
(Haizelden) or Michael (Collins) could 
succeed later in the day. My theory proved 
to be correct as we heard later in the day 
that Dave had cleaned it, my 
congratulations go to him. 
  
Still, off up the failure route and on with 
the trial, section 3,’Axe’ was yet another 
very dry section which all the competitors 
cleaned. There are two famous hills on the 
Clouds, the first being Crooked Mustard 
and the other section 4 ‘The Nailsworth 
Ladder’. We were running quite early and 
while being held at the holding control we 
were able to see quite a few Marlins going 
up the failure route, having failed the 
restart. Down the hill to the start line, tyre 
pressures again on 10 psi, foot hard down 
and off we go, from the start line there is a 
90 degree right turn followed by a very 
steep part before you hit the step (this is 
where classes 6,7 and 8 had their restart), 
over the step and out the top, this year the 

ladder was rougher than I have ever seen 
it .We later learnt that only 1 class 6 – 
Giles Greenslade, 4 class 7s – Bryan 
Phipps, Andrew Martin, Derek Tyler and 
Ray Goodright and 8 class 8s managed to 
get off the restart. It seemed very strange 
to be at the Ladder without our vice 
president Clifford Hooper being their, for 
those of you who did not know Clifford 
who unfortunately died last year, he was a 
founder member of our club who never 
lost his enthusiasm for either trialling or 
Stroud & District Motor Club, and was still 
a valued member of the committee until 
his death, but he was still there in spirit as 
his last wish was to have his ashes 
scattered over the section. 
 
The next section was ‘Ham Mill’ which had 
a restart for all classes, this year it was an 
easy climb to the restart, which was in the 
centre of a deviation of the main track, we 
stopped astride the line and after a lot of 
wheel spin and bouncing from Tony we 
moved off and drove to the end of the 
section, we were a little surprised to see 
from the results that we had been given a 
fail as we were pretty confident that we 
had not rolled back or stopped forward 
motion, still that is trialling and the 
marshals say is final. 
 
Off once more to section 6 ‘Wicked 
Juniper’ this hill was used for the first time 
last year, when the lower part of the 
section was very difficult, the landowner 
realised this and so the start this year was 
made much easier. Unfortunately I failed 
to gain enough momentum to clean it and 
dropped another 2 points, whilst most of 
the other competitors cleaned it with little 
trouble. 
 
It was then on up the hill and into the Slad 
Valley and ‘Fred’s Folly’. This section 
usually has a very muddy start but again it 
was not so this year. The section starts 
with quite a steep rutted climb, which gets 
steeper to a 90 degree right bend, 
followed by a more gradual climb which 
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can be deceptively slippery to the section 
ends board, but this year it was not a 
problem with only the restart which was 
situated before the bend catching some 
out. 
 
From here it was a drive down an 
untarmaced road and up through 
Catswood, which used to be used as a 
section but is now only a drive through 
route to section 8 ‘Merves Swerve’ This hill 
has a steep start, then goes slightly left, 
and has the restart just before a wicked 
lump before a left and a right to the finish. 
I watched Bill and Ian scrabble up the first 
part and over the lump to go clean, and 
then it was my turn. We really struggled up 
the first part and were unable to gain 
much momentum, I remember saying to 
Tony that I didn’t think we were going to 
make it, when just as we were 
approaching the lump the tyres suddenly 
found some grip and we went on to a 
clean. 
  
Next it was ‘Highwood Special Test’, which 
went down the hill, around a cone and 
stop astride the line. We had no problem, 
but I am always conscious that the special 
tests are also classed as sections on this 
trial and that a failure would mean a loss 
of 6 points. On once again to ‘Highwood 1 
and 2’ we managed to clean 1 but had to 
settle for a 6 on 2. ‘Special Test 2 was 
next, no problem for us but we heard later 
that it had caught out two competitors. 
  
After that came ‘Climperwell’, a tricky 
section through the trees beside the road. 
This section is usually very slippery and 
muddy with not a lot of gradient but with 
lots of odd cambers, with twists and turns 
upsetting your rhythm, but this year, after 
a muddy start, it was relatively easy and 
there were no failures. 
  
The last two sections ‘Bullbanks 1 and 2’ 
both had restarts for all classes, the 
sections are O.K. but the restarts can be 
evil. The restart on Bullbanks 1 is on a 

very rocky section of the track and it is pot 
luck if you manage to stop in the right 
place as everywhere is potentially the 
wrong one. ‘Bullbanks 2’ is a straight climb 
to the restart line, which this year was just 
two feet above a very nasty rocky step, not 
to deep but deep enough to catch a few 
out. 
  
With all sections completed it was off to 
the finish at ‘The Ragged Cot’ pub for a 
chat and to await the results which were 
announced not long after the last 
competitor had finished. 
  
Thanks must go to the organisers and to 
all the marshals and land owners. My 
congratulations go to Ian and Joshua 
Moss for their win, and to Dave and Aaron 
Haizelden for their climb of Crooked 
Mustard, and for finishing only 1 point 
behind the overall winner. I would also 
commiserate with Kelly Thomas who did 
brilliantly in being the only car to climb all 
the hills but failed the special test meaning 
she dropped 6 points. 
 
It is interesting that the results show that 
the top 10 overall consisted of cars from 
classes 1,2,3,4 
 
RESULTS 
1st Overall Ian Moss Hillman Imp 3 points 
Best Stroud Andrew Martin Melos 3 points 
Best Dellow Eric Wall Dellow  
Best Presented Car Roger Apew Reliant 
Rebel  
Best S&DMC Passenger Liz Bennett MG  
1st Class 1 Dave Haizelden VW Golf 4 
points 
1st Class 2 Bill Bennett MG 3 points  
1st Class 3 Simon Groves Ford Escort 4 
points 
1st Class 4 Bill Rosten Hillman Imp 16 
points 
1st Class 5 Stuart Roche 12 points 
1st Class 6 Giles Greenslade VW Beetle 
11 points 
1st Class 7 Bryan Phipps Marlin 4 points 
1st Class 8 Adrian Marfell Special 7 points 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration. 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                  £10.99 
Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating 500ml                £3.60 
 
Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                 £4.00 
Box 10 special price                               £35.00 
CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                  £5.50 
Box 10 special price                                           £50.00 

Octane Plus – gives your engine a power boost 
250ml treats 50 litres unleaded petrol               £3.60  
Box 10 special price                                    £31.00 
Diesel Power Plus 
500ml treats 500 litres                                       £6.99 
 
Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres      £9.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres              £5.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£8.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel / Fax 01460 66434 
mail@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

 

Beetle Specialist Workshop 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
NB: Although the advice is free, If that advice includes buying a product, it would be polite to buy it from us 
Stockists of Superblend Zero Lead 2000 – FBHVC Approved Lead Substitute – Will deliver to most trials 
 

Ballards Place  Eardiston  Tenbury Wells  Worcs  WR15 8JR 
Tel:  01584-881348                                          Fax:  01584-881684 

 
E-Mail:  BSW_HOLDINGS@COMPUSERVE.COM 

Spare Wheel Carriers 

T4 Engines 

Carburettor Kits 

“Next Generation” Parts 

I.R.S. Conversions 

Free Advice 

Oversize Barrels 

Restorations 
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The 2006 Wheelspin 
Championship winner 

by Michael Davis 
 

I an is the 3rd generation of a family 
with a long tradition of competitive 
motor sport both on motorcycles and 
motor cars, mainly VW Beetles prior 

to the advent of the VW Buggy. 
 
So it was little wonder that as soon as 
legally possible Ian was on two wheels, 
namely a Vespa Scooter all of 50cc, 
complete with the dreaded Parka and an 
array of Madness badges! 

 
Around this time I reluctantly deserted my 
first love of motorcycles and decided to 
enter MCC events in a car in which the 
whole family could be involved. Ian soon 
proved to be a useful “bouncer” and 
honed his navigation skills, getting a lot of 
fun and a few awards in the process. 
Having evaluated the trials potential of his 
Vespa, which didn’t take long, Ian was not 
content with bouncing and wanted to 
“have a go” at driving our VW Beetle 
1300.  On his first attempt, the Chase 
Clouds, he finished second in class and 
followed this with a finish in the Lands 
End a few weeks later. 
 

About this time we acquired the VW 
Buggy, with which Richard Penhale had 
recently won the 1986 Wheelspin Trophy. 
 
Ian was now 18 and had gained a place at 
Girton College Cambridge to read 
English, which course he duly completed 
gaining his degree. During this time Ian 
was restricted to MCC events, in vacation 
weeks, winning a 1st Class in the 1989 
Exeter. 
 
After graduating Micheal and Ian went into 
the retail trade, buying an established bike 
shop.  As it was a steep learning curve for 
both of us, trials were not to the forefront 

of our minds; however Ian 
used his time usefully by 
studying part-time at Brunel 
University and gaining a 
MBA degree which stood 
him in good stead for a 
position in a local 
Marketing Research 
consultancy, where he is 
currently Research 
Director. 
 
On the leisure side, Ian’s 
second love is cycling and 
he continued his 
competitive spirit winning 
awards in time trials, hill 
climbs, road racing and 

mountain bike racing. He continues to 
retain a cycling interest and in clement 
weather may be seen dawn onwards 
cycling the Chiltern Hills. 
 
By 1995 the shop was up and running 
sufficiently well for Ian to take time out 
(Saturday being our busiest day) and 
resume MCC and ACTC events. 1996 
was a good year and yielded a Triple 
Award for MCC events. Am I totally 
unique in being left out of the Triple line-
up, in that my father and my son have 
each achieved this?? Shades of Stirling 
Moss never winning the World 
Championship, I like to think!! 

The 3 generations in 1986 
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1998 yielded an outright win on the 
Exmoor Clouds followed in 1999 by 2nd 
Overall in the same event. 
 
2004 marked the first full attempt at the 
Wheelspin Trophy with a new 1776cc 
Type 1 Beetle engine built by James 
Calvert of Stateside Tuning. This 
combination gained an outright win in the 
Taw and Torridge and 2nd Overall in the 
Clee,Tamar and Camel Trials,ending with 
3rd place in the Championship. 
 
2005 produced premier awards in the 
Northern and Exmoor Clouds, 2nds in the 
Kyrle and Exe Valley and 3rd in the Camel; 
sufficient to clinch the Trophy this time, 19 
years after the Buggy first won it and still 
with a Type 1 engine. 
 
As winning the Trophy is all about 
teamwork, thanks are due to regular 
passengers Richard (Rick) Jones of 
Yarnton who takes the lion’s share of the 
work of navigation and bounce and to 
Helen Smith whose fearless and 
determined bouncing on the Exmoor 
Clouds helped win the event. Thanks are 
also due to Dave Thompson who bounces 
on the Northern Trial and his parents, 

Mary and Brian, who provide true 
Northern hospitality in the form of B&B for 
the weekend. 
 
Championship plans for 2006? There 
aren’t any - just to enter and enjoy a few 
favourite events with maybe another try in 
the future! 
 
There are plans to “smarten up” the 
Buggy, which brings me to the last word! It 
may not be widely known that the said 
Buggy is still owned by me and is on 
permanent loan to Ian, rather like an 
important painting in a national museum . 
However Ian earns his rights by carrying 
out and paying for all maintenance and 
developments! Many a long day and even 
night in the garage!! 
 
The latest request from sister Sue, our 
daughter, is that the Buggy be kept in 
good order at least until her young son 
Matthew is old enough to drive it. The 
fourth generation seems to have caught 
the bug having just had his first trialling 
experience, aged two, watching at 
Nailsworth Ladder on this year’s Cotswold 
Clouds. 

Ian on the 1991 Cotswold Clouds      (Photo: JC Photosport) 
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The 2006 
Northern Trial 
 
 
Tony & Sally Branson, 
Marlin,  on Little 
Cockup 
 
 
 
 
(Photo by Pat Toulmin) 

 
Adrian Dommett, 
Wolsley Hornet, on 
Darling How 
 
 
 
(Photo by Michael 
Toulmin) 

 
Tony Young & Mark 
Vine, VW Spl, on the 
Darling How restart 
 
 
 
 
 
(Photo by Michael 
Toulmin) 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

F ollowing the severe restrictions on 
motor sport caused by the 1974 
fuel crises it was with 
considerable relief that road 

events were permitted in the latter part of 
the year, with the MCC’s Edinburgh Trial 
attracting an entry of 234.  There were 11 
sections in all (although Putwell and 
Haggside were both split into two counting 
failures), and the usual two special tests. It 
was a very difficult event with only 7 gold 
medals awarded amongst the car classes, 
the principle cause of failure being the 
slippery gradient of Litton Slack – surprise, 
surprise! Not unexpectedly Bamford 
Clough also took a number of scalps. 
 
Class wins and indeed the only gold 
medals in their respective classes were 
achieved by Maurice Croome – 3528cc 
Morgan, Roger Bricknell – 1500cc Ford, 
Roger Brewer – 1294cc Simca and Roy 
Newton – 1250cc MG. Dudley Sterry 
(1250cc MG) took top honours in his class 
by achieving the fastest combined time 
against the two remaining gold award 
winners, Nigel Brown and Peter Le 
Couteur both driving 1172cc Dellows 

Apart from the permissible town and county 
pattern tyres, evidence of which can be seen by 
the spare wheel located on the roof, body 
modifications which today would place the 
vehicle in class 7, still allowed the car to 
compete against non-modified machinery in the 
rear-engine rear wheel drive class, which at that 
time did not incorporate a cubic capacity split. 
On the 1975 Exeter Keith actually failed Simms 
winning a Silver Medal but the car proved very 
successful with Keith going on to win numerous 
gold medals and Team Awards as the Sprite 
Trialling Team with Gerry Kempthorne (featured 
in Section Ends – January 2005 Restart) and 
now stalwart Bluehills’ marshal Graham 
Carlyon. In 1977 Keith won the Baddeley Award 
with this car which also included a Triple Award 
for that year. The vehicle continued life 
competing in autocross when fitted with a 
Porsche 356B engine, was eventually sold and 
taken to the fishing port of Newlyn where it was 
never seen again! It is now possibly an 
intriguing deep sea wreck of interest to divers. 
 
From the Derbyshire Dales to the 
splendour of Exmoor – on the 3rd of 
November the Exmoor Clouds devised by 
Clerk of the Course, VW and NSU driver, 
Roger Venning, attracted an entry of 47 
vehicles competing in 6 different classes. 
This relatively new trial was in the mould of 

the true classics, as 
opposed to the proliferation 
of production car trials of 
the time, and remains a 
popular event to this day 
qualifying as a round of the 
ACTC championship. 
 
It was an interesting entry 
both from the historical 
aspects of the personalities 
and the cars in which they 
were competing. It must be 
remembered that town & 
county pattern tyres were 
still permissible and the 
“grip” tyre class, which was 
open to all bar “specials”, 
was still proving to be the 

Photo: Keith Richards 1500cc VW Beetle 
1975 Exeter Trial – Simms 
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most popular. Sixteen of the entry chose 
to contest for honours in this class, which 
contained twelve Volkswagens, two Imps, 
a Simca Rallye and unfortunately for me a 
change from the “standard” tyre class, 
Cornish farmer Dave Keat using his very 
competitive Hillman Avenger. Dave, who 
dropped 6 penalties, beat me by one point 
to take the class with Philip Mitchell on ten 
penalties taking third with his Imp. 
 
I can record that competing in the same 
class in VWs were Arnie Levics who won 
the novice award and who established a 
very successful VW tuning business in 
Somerset and Eddie Nest who for a short 
time competed in my old ex-Rosemary 
Smith works Rallye Imp. In the “specials” 
were Cornish publican, Ian Bolton driving 
a Dellow, although he was beaten by 
former Woolbridge Motor Club chairman, 
Colin Pook using his Mudlark, the only 
vehicle on 0 penalties. Former Highbridge 
garage owner John Buncombe won the 
rear engined class with his 998cc Hillman 
Imp with the late Ron Grimwood – Ford 
Escort – beating Roger Bricknell – Ford 
Anglia – in a class which also contained 
Bill Aunins driving the belt driven DAF 33. 
 
For me, the Singer Owners Club’s Winter 
Weavers production car trial followed two 
weeks later. This event would have been 
a round of the then prestigious Combined 
One Make Car Clubs’ production car trials 
championship which had been won by 
club member Angus Stewart 2 years 
earlier – see “Section Ends”, March 2003. 
From the total entry of 46 the front wheel 
drive class, for which there were still few 
entries in classic trials, was won by Tom 
Higginson in a Mini. Angus won the front-
engined rear wheel drive class with his 
renowned Ford Popular, beating eventual 
1974 championship winner, the late John 
Simmons-Hodge, also in a Ford Pop. 
 
Eric Harris just won the sports car class in 
his Austin 7, beating Paul Skelton’s MG 
Midget by one point. The rear engine 

brigade consisted of VWs and Imp 
variants plus the little 850cc Fiat of Chris 
Denehan. Teddy Edwards, Sunbeam 
Stiletto took class honours ahead of Alan 
Foster’s VW Beetle whilst I competed in 
the “grip” tyre class against five VW 
Buggys, a Dellow and two specials where 
I was thoroughly beaten by all finishers. 
 
Within yet another two weeks came 
Maidstone and Mid Kent Motor Club’s 
Tyrwhitt-Drake classic trial over the chalky 
hillsides and bridleways of Kent. This had 
been a successful trial for me with 3 
outright wins to my credit – could I repeat 
those 1968, 1971 & 1972 performances? 
There were 40 entries and although I was 
the only one entered as a member of the 
MCC some “known” classic trials 
enthusiasts participated. Former clerk of 
the course of the Edinburgh Trial, Laurie 
Knight, was campaigning his very 
successful Ford Escort, in Hillman Imps 
were Chris Daisy and Chris Betson, and 
former MCC general secretary Mike Furse 
was driving a Sunbeam Alpine. Again 
using town & county pattern tyres my VW 
Beetle was up against the similar car of 
future sporting trials driver Simon Durling, 
John Groves in his Ford Popular, Geoff 
Jackson’s Dellow, Duncan Welch and 
Andy Gibson in Austin Healey Sprites and 
even a Land Rover had been accepted. 
 
An exceedingly easy overall win was 
achieved by the experienced Dellow driver 
who only dropped 3 penalty points from 
the 12 sections incorporated into the event 
that year. A Mini GT won the front wheel 
drive class and Henley’s Ford Escort Twin 
Cam beat Laurie into second in class. 
Mike Potts – VW Beetle – won the rear 
engined class, Mike Furse achieved the 
best performance amongst the sports cars 
and I just managed to beat John Groves 
to be rewarded with a class win. 
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MOTORCYCLE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

Championship registration 
 
2006 Championship registrations as at the 
beginning of February totalled twenty two 
for the Pouncy Championship and five for 
the Red Rose Bowl. The total includes 
seven new members. These figures are 
marginally down on the final registration 
figures for 2005 however, as I write this 
article in the first week of February, I am 
hopeful that numbers will increase over 
the next two months, particularly with a 
promotional article due to appear in the 
Lands End edition of the Triple.  
 

The 2006 Championships  
 
In terms of championship positions, after 
the Exeter and Exmoor Trials, Yoshi 
Adams has shot into an early lead in the 
Pouncy Championship, hotly pursued by 
Tom Beckerleg. Last year’s Champions, 
Andy and Anita Petherick lead the fight for 
the Rose Bowl ahead of John Hind and 
with Stephen Fuller not that far behind. 
 

Sidecar classes 
 
I have been contacted by a number of the 
Rose Bowl competitors regarding the 
growing use of sidecars in some ACTC 
events which do not conform with the ACU 
specification in respect of nose cones and 
seats.  
 
I must make it clear that the last thing 
Rose Bowl competitors who have 
contacted me want is for these enduro 
biased outfits to be excluded from events 
altogether – after all the sidecar class 
needs as much encouragement as 
possible. However……the following points 
have been made; 

 First, the ACTC/MCC sidecar 
specification is quite clear in 
requiring sidecars to conform with 
ACU requirements. It is the 
responsibility of event scrutineers 
to ascertain that all competing 
vehicles meet the required 
specifications 

 It may be illegal to use a sidecar 
with a passenger and no seat on 
the public highway. A couple of 
years ago an ACTC competitor 
was given points on his licence 
because his passenger was 
standing up whilst on the road 
between sections 

 If the event is being run under the 
ACU regulations what would 
happen if one of these outfits 
injured a marshall, spectator, 
fellow competitor or themselves. 
Would the insurance be valid? 

 Whilst ACU sidecar specification 
conformists do not believe that 
the absence of a nose cone 
makes a serious difference in 
performance, the ACU 
requirement for a seat almost 
certainly does make a difference. 
There is a distinct advantage for 
enduro type sidecar teams in not 
having a seat getting in the way 
of passenger movement on a 
section 

 

Rose Bowl competitors are 
understandably seeking a clarification of 
the position regarding compliance with the 
published sidecar class specification and 
the continued use of enduro biased outfits. 
One suggestion has been that such 
sidecars may be permitted to take part in 
individual events, but their results will not 
impact upon the scores of Rose Bowl 
Championship contenders. The thoughts 
of competitors, scrutineers and club 
officials are invited.   
 

Keith Johnston   
keith.johnston@nhspartners.org.uk 
01225 760415 
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One of the views 
you missed if you 
didn’t do the 
Northern Trial! 
(and I don’t mean 
Derek’s DAF) 
 
 
 
(Photo by Fred 
Mills) 

 
 
Spectators at 
Crooked Mustard 
 
 
(Photo by Jonathan 
Toulmin) 

 
 
Clee Winner 
Adrian Marfell 
on Gatten’s 
Gamble 
 
 
(Photo by  Dave 
Cook) 
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Championship Chat  
 
Here we are, not the end of February yet 
as I writ this and the season is already 
one-third over. There’s been an 
interesting mix of results in the four one-
day events with four different classes 
taking the outright win. There are still 
some very familiar names at the top of the 
Wheelspin, though, with Andrew Martin 
having established an eleven-point lead 
over Carl Talbot. Last year’s long-time 
leader, Adrian Dommett is third at this 
stage and then there is a gap to Bill 
Bennett, Simon Groves and a host of 
people all in with a shout of end-of-
season honours.  The class mix in the top 
slots is also pretty varied with five 
different classes in the top six positions. 
 
The Crackington has many of the same 
names at the top level, with Andrew 
Martin again leading the way, this time 
from Simon Groves who is closely 
followed by Adrian Dommett and Carl 
Talbot. The next group includes David 
Haizelden, Bill Bennett and Sticker 
Martin. Again  there is a very good mix of 
classes represented at the top of the 
table, with only class 5 without a 
representative in the top eight positions. 
 
In the Navigator’s League Becey Macey 
(Andrew Martin’s passenger) has a seven 
point lead over Ralph Talbot with Liz 
Bennett another eight points adrift. 
 
As ever, the tables should be reproduced 
elsewhere in the magazine and please let 
me know if you disagree with the points 
that you’ve given (or perhaps more 
importantly NOT given). This last remark 
is particularly important in the Navigator’s 
League where there are an awful lot of 
‘TBAs’ on the result sheets and changes 
of personnel along the way. 
 
 

On a personal note I’ve done more trials 
this year than in the past, courtesy of 
having hitched a couple of rides with 
Dudley Sterry in the Exmoor and the 
Cotswold Clouds. These are two events 
that I’ve not done before and it’s a great 
treat  finally to get a lift up some of the 
hills that I’ve only read about before.  
 
The entries for the Team Championship 
are a little disappointing, especially as the 
new rules were intended to make it easier 
to score points in this league. So, if 
you’ve thought about entering a team and 
haven’t yet don’t put it off any longer.  Get 
the names to me and I’ll do the rest. For 
details go to the ACTC website, 
www.actc.org,uk and click on News. The 
new rules are at the top of the page. 
 
Enjoy the rest of the trialling year and I 
hope to see some of you out and about 
on the forthcoming events. 
 

Chris 
 

 
 
 

The ACTC Dinner  
Dance & Annual 

Awards Ceremony  
will be at  the 
Holiday Inn in 

Taunton on the  
13th May 

 
Put the date in your 

diary now! 
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Crackington Table 2006
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Andrew Martin 5.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 9.8 47.8 47.8 5
Simon Groves 5.0 10.5 10.7 11.0 7.7 44.9 44.9 5
Adrian Dommett 3.0 11.0 10.5 9.4 10.5 44.4 44.4 5
Carl Talbot 10.0 10.9 10.0 10.8 41.7 41.7 4
David Haizelden 5.0 10.5 10.6 10.6 36.7 36.7 4
Bill Bennett 5.0 9.0 10.4 9.5 33.9 33.9 4
Sticker Martin 5.0 9.7 8.0 10.7 33.4 33.4 4
Giles Greenslade 10.5 9.2 10.4 30.1 30.1 3
Dudley Sterry 5.0 7.0 9.9 4.0 25.9 25.9 4
Tristan White 3.0 7.5 5.0 10.0 25.5 25.5 4
Peter Hart 5.0 9.0 10.8 24.8 24.8 3
Dick Bolt 5.0 8.5 5.7 5.0 24.2 24.2 4
Ross Norman 1.0 9.0 6.9 6.0 22.9 22.9 4
Adrian Marfell 11.0 11.0 22.0 22.0 2
Harvey Waters 3.0 10.0 8.8 21.8 21.8 3
Nicola Wainwright 5.0 9.4 5.6 20.0 20.0 3
Mark Tooth 3.0 9.5 7.4 19.9 19.9 3
Derek Tyler 10.0 9.0 19.0 19.0 2
Tony Young 2.0 7.9 0.0 8.8 18.7 18.7 3
Paul Allaway 1.0 9.6 7.6 18.2 18.2 3
Terry Coventry 1.0 8.5 8.6 18.1 18.1 3
Ray Goodright 1.0 8.0 R 8.0 17.0 17.0 3
Stephen Potter 7.5 8.4 15.9 15.9 2
John Wilton 8.5 7.4 15.9 15.9 2
Ian Davis 8.0 7.0 9,8 15.0 15.0 2
Mal Allen 7.0 0.0 7.8 14.8 14.8 2
Michael Warnes 5.0 9.3 14.3 14.3 2
Paul Bartleman 5.0 9.0 14.0 14.0 2
Mike Workman 6.0 8.0 14.0 14.0 2
Terry Ball 5.0 8.4 13.4 13.4 2
Peter Barr 3.0 10.4 13.4 13.4 2
David Miller 3.0 0.0 9.7 12.7 12.7 2
Colin Perryman 4.0 8.7 12.7 12.7 2
John Looker 5.0 7.5 12.5 12.5 2
Richard Peck 5.0 6.5 11.5 11.5 2
Roger Reed 4.0 7.5 11.5 11.5 2
Derek Reynolds 6.5 4.7 11.2 11.2 2
John Ludford 6.0 5.0 11.0 11.0 2
Ian Moss 10.6 10.6 10.6 1
Nick Farmer 1.0 9.5 10.5 10.5 2
David Dyer 10.4 10.4 10.4 1
Jeff Buchanan 10.3 10.3 10.3 1
Richard Dawe 1.0 9.3 10.3 10.3 2
Keith Sanders 10.3 10.3 10.3 1
Andrew Rippon 3.0 7.0 10.0 10.0 2
Tony Branson 4.0 5.80 9.8 9.8 2
Thomas Aldrian 3.0 6.5 9.5 9.5 2
Tom Jefferis 9.0 9.0 9.0 1
Kelly Thomas 9.0 9.0 9.0 1
Stuart Harrold 1.0 7.8 8.8 8.8 2
Dave Sargeant 8.6 8.6 8.6 1
Gary Browning 8.5 8.5 8.5 1
Michael Pocock 7.6 7.6 7.6 1
Alistair Queen 7.4 7.4 7.4 1
Stephen Kenny 0.0 6.8 6.8 6.8 1
Simon Woodall 0.0 0.0 6.8 6.8 6.8 1
Andrew Brown 3.0 3.0 0.0 6.0 6.0 2
Michael Chatwin 3.0 3.0 6.0 6.0 2
Tim Whellock 5.9 5.9 5.9 1
David Bache 5.0 0.0 0.0 5.0 5.0 1
Murray Montgomery-Smith 5.0 0.0 5.0 5.0 1
Brian Partridge 5.0 0.0 5.0 5.0 1
Jonathan Toulmin 4.8 4.8 4.8 1



47 

Wheelspin Table 2006

E
xe

te
r

C
le

e 
H

ill
s

E
xm

o
o

r

C
o

ts
w

o
ld

 C

N
o

rt
h

er
n

 

L
an

d
's

 E
n

d

K
yr

le

T
aw

 &
 T

o
rr

id
g

e

E
xe

 V
al

le
y

E
d

in
b

u
rg

h

E
xm

o
o

r 
C

lo
u

d
s

T
am

ar

H
ar

d
y

A
lle

n

C
am

el
 C

la
ss

ic

B
es

t 
9

T
o

ta
l

N
o

 E
ve

n
ts

S
co

re
d

Andrew Martin 5 7 10 9 7 38 38 5
Carl Talbot 9 9 9 27 27 3
Adrian Dommett 3 2 8 10 23 23 4
Bill Bennett 5 8 3 16 16 3
Simon Groves 5 2 6 3 16 16 4
David Haizelden 5 3 7 15 15 3
Dudley Sterry 5 3 7 15 15 3
Peter Hart 5 8 13 13 2
Adrian Marfell 10 2 12 12 2
Sticker Martin 5 6 11 11 2
Ian Moss 10 10 10 1
Harvey Waters 3 6 1 10 10 3
Ross Norman 1 8 9 9 2
David Miller 3 5 8 8 2
Tristan White 3 4 7 7 2
Ian Davis 6 6 6 1
David Bache 5 5 5 1
Terry Ball 5 5 5 1
Paul Bartleman 5 5 5 1
Dick Bolt 5 5 5 1
Giles Greenslade 5 5 5 1
John Looker 5 5 5 1
Brian Partridge 5 5 5 1
Richard Peck 5 5 5 1
Nicola Wainwright 5 5 5 1
Michael Warnes 5 5 5 1
Tom Jefferis 4 4 4 1
Derek Tyler 4 4 4 1
Colin Perryman 4 4 4 1
Peter Barr 3 3 3 1
Michael Chatwin 3 3 3 1
Andrew Rippon 3 3 3 1
Kelly Thomas 3 3 3 1
Mark Tooth 3 3 3 1
Paul Allaway 1 1 1 1
Terry Coventry 1 1 1 1
Richard Dawe 1 1 1 1
Kim Dear 1 1 1 1
Nick Farmer 1 1 1 1
Ray Goodright 1 1 1 1
Stuart Harrold 1 1 1 1
Tommy Kalber 1 1 1 1
Peter Mountain 1 1 1 1
Chris Symons 1 1 1 1
Tony Young 1 1 1 1
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
5th March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
11th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
12th March March Hare Falcon MC ACTC Invite 
18th March Hereford VSCC * 
2nd April President’s Camel Vale * 
14th/15th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
22nd April Kimber MGCC * 
23rd April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
23rd April Scottish VSCC * 
30th April Bovey Down Windwhistle MC * 
30th April Sphinx Cheltenham Championship (M) 
21st May  Ilkley Ilkley MC ACTC Invite 
16th July Testing Trial MCC * 
17th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
24th September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
7th October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
14th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC invite 
14th October Welsh VSCC * 
22nd October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
29th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
5th November Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
5th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
11th November Lakeland VSCC * 
12th November Mechanics Stroud MC ACTC invite 
26th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
26th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C) 
3rd December  Allen BMC&LCC Championship (C) 
10th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible. 
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