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  ● On event accident 
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or Max Hartley 
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The Fack Trials Differential 
Some Escort and BMC units ex stock, May 05 

 

A bolt in conversion for Escort & BMC ‘A’ Series axles 
Now well known in classic trials as well as sporting trials where it originated, this 
unit has solve the diff problem for those cars using Escort or BMC ‘A’ series axles. 
Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, instead of two in 
the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller bearings. No production 
components are used, and the superb new casing is machined from solid high 
grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £520 (no VAT, while stocks last) but what price can you 
put on having the confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your 
results are bound to improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and 
still be able to drive home after the event!  
 

All spares still available 
 
 

Julian Fack, Orchard Farm, Shareshill, Wolverhampton WV10 7LE 
Or leave a message on 07812 108 588 at any time 

 
j.fack@virgin.net 
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The good news is that the ACTC budget now allows for extra colour pages and the 
almost bad news was that the heavy rain nearly scuppered the chances of 
Edinburgh photos. I took my camera and never took it out of its case, as did Chris 
Phillips. Other usual photographers’ excuses included my camera’s broken or it’s 
full. Luckily Charlie Wooding stepped into the breech and has provided excellent 
pictures of Bamford, for which very many thanks. I expect he has saved his best 
ones for Triple though. 
 
This issue has more pictures of people than usual and I think this is great. Our sport 
is not just about cars and the people involved are important. It seems that everyone 
enjoyed themselves at the dinner dance, although some of the attire would be very 
chilly in a trials car! 
 
I’m afraid there are a few photos I can’t read the competition numbers on or I don’t 
have an entry list for, so apologies to those people. Due to competing on trials and 
the Cream Crackers’ 70th anniversary on the weekend of the 29th October 
(photographs in the next issue) I have had to put this issue to bed a couple of days 
early and have run out of time to chase photo captions. As it is I have taken annual 
leave to finish this issue. 
 
Also there is no room for all of the championship tables in this issue, so I have just 
included the top of the Crackington League. Full tables are on www.actc.org.uk. I 
would be interested  to know whether people like to see lots of tables in Restart or 
whether you would prefer more photos and articles?  I think the January issue 
should include the end of the year tables, but perhaps they are not so important in 
the other issues? 
 
If you have any views please let me know—otherwise I shall take it that silence is 
approval! 
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T he most important news at this 
stage in the season is to report 
on the current state of the 
Hardy Trial. Back in May of this 

year I had a casual conversation with 
Peter Chantler, who as well as being the 
MCC's financial guru is the chairman of 
Woolbridge MC. He expressed his 
concern that there was no longer the 
motivation within Woolbridge to organise 
the Hardy, no one had volunteered to 
act as clerk of thecourse, and with the 
main enthusiasm of club members now 
being directed toward speed hillclimbing 
no one was likely to come forward. I 
spend the summer talking to various 
people and at last manage to put a team 
in place.  
 
The team were very enthusiastic and 
spent a lot of time checking out hills and 
a route. The Woolbridge committee, in it 
wisdom, then decided that they did not 
want to run the trial so it seemed that all 
the effort had been wasted. VWOC then 
stepped into the breach as said that they 
would support the event if the team in 
place wanted to continue. So the crunch 
of all this is that the Hardy will take 
place, it will be a round of both our 
championship that of ASWMC. So 
please don't be confused if the 
paperwork says VWOC rather than 
Woolbridge MC, it is the Dorset trial, and 
hopefully the new enthusiasm of the 
organisers will make it a better than ever 
event. Alas, because VWOC are not 
ACU affiliated, there will not be a bike 

section this year. A 
lot of effort has gone 
into making this all 
work. I hope 
therefore that 
everyone that can 
will make the effort to 
come down and 
support the venture. 
 
As more and more 
trials introduce tyre 

pressure restrictions, so the hot shots 
spend more time trying to think of ways 
to counter this problem. The current 
thinking for many is "more ballast". I was 
very conscious of this on the Kyrle Trial 
back in May. Here is a trial that 
traditionally demands very high tyre 
pressures, but a few downpours during 
the preceding week made any such 
requirement unnecessary. The 
competitors coming from far and wide 
were probably unaware of this as so had 
ballasted their cars for dry weather. 
These crews were now given the option 
to run low tyre pressures, and the 
combination of both resulted in some 
alarming "wheelies" from time to time.  
 
I accept that part of the sport, any sport, 
is the battle of regulations between 
competitor and organiser and a simple 
ban on ballast would almost certainly not 
produce the desired effect. Not only is 
ballast used differently in different 
classes, but I also suspect that the 
additional weight carried by most does 
not satisfy the Blue Book definition of 
ballast. Section P defines ballast as "non
-functional material" and I suspect that 
much classic trials ballast takes the form 
of heavy diffs and trolley jacks, tools 
above and beyond what would sensibly 
be needed for any roadside repair, but 
non the less justifiable for that reason. 
Both sporting and production car trials 
are now going down the no ballast route. 
It is fairly easy to define what may or 
may not be carried in an NTF car, as 
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these cars are built to a formula. It is 
easy to say "tube, not solid bar" and a 
battery of a certain size. The PCT 
fraternity restricts their efforts to a 
specific class where it is easy to say, "if 
the manufacturer did not put it there then 
you can't". 
 
Although all our trials rely to a greater or 
lesser extent on public right-of-way 
sections, there is no doubt that these 
sections are less challenging as vehicles 
become more competitive, but non the 
less they are the backbone of the sport. If 
the government is going to let us 
continue to use these, then the effort that 
people put in to protect them on our 
behalf needs to be reflected by making 
them worthwhile as sections and I think 
that the next restriction on vehicles needs 
to be control of the amount of ballast 
being carried. Alas, I am currently at a 
loss to come up with a solution that is not 
too expensive or complex to implement 
or completely impossible to police. 
 
I am not a believer that our sport should 
be restricted to production cars, as time 
goes on production cars become less 
suitable for what we do, and a more 
specialist vehicle is required. This does 
not mean that competing vehicles should 
not be road vehicles, and by this I don't 
mean simply road legal, I mean that the 
vehicles should be useable on an every 
day basis, that it should be capable of 
being driven long distances without 
causing undue stress and tiredness on 
the driver and that it should be capable of 
keeping up with traffic. (Trojans and 
Austin 7's excepted)  
 
Can your trialler cruise at 70 mph on a 
motorway? Or is it so heavily ballasted as 
to be unstable at speed? We cannot 
demand high performance from 
competing cars, because to do so would 
be to suggest a move away from our 
traditional standing of "no racing on the 
public highway". This lack of road ability 

is not just a conceptual problem. It is 
antisocial to other road users and it is anti 
social to organisers and marshals 
because it makes event timing difficult 
and reflects the fact that drivers are not 
making progress where possible but are 
causing delays by their own behaviour. 
 
Everyone one has their own personal 
dislikes when it comes to design of 
specials. Some people hate frame 
buggies, some people frown on all forms 
of rear-engined car. My personal dislike 
is ex NTF cars with "pivoting beam" front 
axles. These are the ones that have their 
two front shock absorbers close together 
on the middle of the car, and thus have 
tremendous articulation on the front. To 
me these cars definitely fail all the criteria 
in the previous paragraph. Their ability off
-road is tremendous, but trying to drive 
one at anything over 30mph on the public 
highway is quite a task.  
 
The ACTC technical panel has discussed 
the engineering of these cars, but is 
currently very cautious about introducing 
legislation because, like trying to ban 
ballast, most rulings would "throw out the 
baby with the bathwater". Having just 
slated all these drivers as a group, I think 
it only fair to name Carl Talbot, who has 
driven his version of these cars all the 
way to Lands End and back the following 
day at sensible highway speeds, thus in 
my mind establishing some sort of road 
credibility for his car. 
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I  concluded my previous article with 
thoughts on the upcoming awards 
event due at the Aztec in June: 
thanks to Giles and his many ‘leggy’ 

helpers the glittering gathering proved to 
be a great success so we can look 
forward to it being a calendar fixture 
from 2006. At September’s AGM, 
Council also approved additional budget 
allocation for both the event itself and to 
support a ‘rolling maintenance’ policy for 
the trophies themselves, so our worthy 
championship winners will continue to 
receive and enjoy pots as sparkling as 
their driving skills! 
 

Also benefitting from the annual 
budgetary review will be future issues of 
this fine Toulmin Inc. publication, 
enabling a greater spread of colour 
photos to be printed, displaying your 
heroic deeds on wintry days. 
 

Later on council’s agenda (so not only at 
the Aztec!) was the ‘old chestnut’ of diff 
testing.  As you will be well aware, our 
member clubs have two methods at their 
disposal to check for full and free 
operation, the roller test and the ‘jack up’ 
test. Both of these checks require 
considerable effort and manpower from 
our scrutineering stalwarts, who also 
have assorted other inspections to carry 
out, and still a few competitors to school 
in the art of acceptable vehicular 
presentation. The roller test requires of 
course, a set of rollers in good condition, 
and also a venue which is immune to the 
noisy activity. The roller  process has 
become custom and practise in the trials 
world, though in fact it is less capable for 
its purpose than the jack up test. So it 
was put to Council by Holsworthy M.C 
that clubs, under the guidance of our 
series scrutineers, might move to drop 
the roller test in favour of ‘spot checks’ 
with the jack up test alone.  A pair of 
trolley jacks are more universally 
available, the test is of course conducted 
quietly and safely with the engine off, 

and can be performed by any competitor 
in the privacy of their own garage to 
check their steed for compliance. 
 

Spot checking through the season will 
probably include the top 10 
championship contenders, plus others at 
random, and any vehicles exhibiting odd 
behaviour on the hills such as fiddle 
braking characteristics.  Vehicle jacking 
will be the responsibility of the 
competitor: you do it in a flash to change 
a puncture, so should be no problem 
there! Hopefully, this move will 
streamline the scrutineering process, 
even allowing for a more streamlined 
scrutineer (glad you’re now fit John) so 
please be prepared to offer any 
scrutineering team your full co-operation 
should you be one of the chosen few in 
future. 
 

A diff test seemed to be the only thing 
missing from a very good and 
demanding Edinburgh Trial, which Ian 
Bates, Barrie Kirton and crew have 
gripped by the scruff and shaken into an 
even more focussed event.   
 
A good start to keep triallers happy is to 
feed them well and promptly, and what a 
friendly and efficient operation we 
experienced at breakfast at Bull in 
t’Thorn, allowing good time for a 
satisfied chat with other competitors 
hitherto only glimpsed in the dark.  Then 
to be fed in good spirits at Hollinsclough, 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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where the locals raised £400 to help 
them repair the washed-out Swan Rake 
section so that their properties will not 
flood in future – handy to have some 
happy allies in the district! 
 

Next, a route which kept the sections 
coming thick and fast, whilst avoiding too 
much zig-zagging across the countryside 
and re-visting villages.  Then, for those of 
us who felt mighty satisfied with ‘cleans’ 
on the bad ‘uns like Bamford and 
Hucklow, what a surprise to be so nearly 
caught out in the closing hour on the 
polished limestone of Excelsior and the 
cobbles of Moneystones. Innocuous 
gradients maybe, but they claimed some 
‘gongs’, some rev limiting and much 
anxiety: as we languished for a a second 
or two on ST 2’s Line B, Dudley wished 
he’d dropped his pressures and I threw 
myself into bouncing…on a special test!  
I imagine though, that we were all 
grateful for Ian’s wise move in discarding 
pressure limits throughout, in the light of 

the preceding and prevailing weather. 
 

Progress as well with some PR 
achievements, gaining acceptance for 
trials traffic through the prim hamlet atop 
Sterndale, whilst many good citizens of 
Bamford village remained blissfully 
unaware of the event’s passage, such 
was the effectiveness of the Haggside 
holding control arrangement. 
 

All in all, a tough event with an excess of 
the spa water showering us, but it does 
bring out the indomitable spirit 
exemplified by the NASA sticker 
adorning the bonnets of the 3 Half 
Crackers entries – Failure is Not an 
Option!  Just the kind of enthusiastic 
approach that gets you up front at 
awards presentations! 
 

Enjoy your season, and congratulations 
to all concerned on sustaining the Hardy. 
 

Adrian 

 

The organisers of the ACTC D&D would like to say a special thanks to the 
sponsors of this years Dinner Dance: 

 

Nigel Allen - Nigel Allen VW Specialist - 01726 890300 Roche 
Terry Coventry - TC Services - 01453 883930 Stroud 

Ian Moss - Moss Motors - 01453 885097 Stroud 
Roger & Thomas Bricknell - Celebration Fireworks - 01208 78790 Bodmin 

Michael Collins - A1 Quickfit - 01392 202747 Exeter 
David Haizelden - PDQ MOTs - 01392 460777 Exeter 

Ian Williamson - International Historic Motorshow - 01367 250001 NEC 
Adrian Flux Insurance - 08000 83 88 33 UK  

 

Also very many hanks to the following for providing raffle prizes: 
Steve Holder, Sam Veitch, Nigel Moss, David Haizelden, Torbay Pantograph, 
Beetle Specialist Workshop, Tina Allaway, Aztec Hotel, Morgan Motor Company. 
 
"Thank you to everyone who supplied photographs for the display including, David 
Alderson, John Boswell, Roger Bricknell, Terry and Glenice Coventry, Stuart 
Deacon, Dennis Greenslade, David Haizelden, Terry and Janet Mattin, Ian and 
Debbie Moss, Chris Reeson, Reg Taylor, Pat Toulmin, Arthur Vowden, John West 
and Tim and Anne Whellock, as well as Nigel and Fiona Allen for helping put them 
all together. 
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ACTC Dinner and Dance, 
Aztec Hotel, Bristol, April 2005 

by Dave Haizelden and Paul 
Allaway 

 

A fter years of fitting the ACTC 
Awards Ceremony into a 
Sunday morning after the 
Exeter Trial, the ACTC’s Vice-

Chairman Giles Greenslade decided that 
the event needed a shake up. With the 
help of Tina Allaway, Giles put on a 
splendid event at the Aztec Hotel in 
Bristol. This is an easy statement to 
make but Giles and Tina put in a great 
deal of groundwork to make the event 
happen. To make it happen those ACTC 
members who sponsored tables have to 
be congratulated on their contribution to 
the event.   
 
The evening started with everyone 
gathering in the bar outside the dinning 
room and to get things off on an 
interesting level Giles had put together a 
pictorial history of all the ACTC 
Wheelspin and Crackington champions 
which evoked many memories and 
stories. At 7.30 pm the dinning room 
doors were opened and everyone went 
in for a three-course meal. A unique 
touch to go with the meal was the red 
and white wine labelled with the names 
and pictures of Paul Bartleman and 
Adrian Marfell who were this year’s 
championship winners.   
 
After the meal before the awards were 
presented, Simon Woodall mesmerised 
everyone with a run down on the 25 
years of ACTC history. To present the 
awards Giles asked Robin Moore ACTC 
President to do the honours. Giles in his 
own inimitable way gave a brief history of 
each award winner before they received 
their award from Robin.  It has to be said 
that we had some “interesting” 
acceptance speeches.   
 

The main trophies were won by Paul 
Bartleman taking the Crackington, with 
Adrian Marfell the Wheelspin.  Kelly 
Thomas took the Coups des Dames 
award and Alan Selwood won the 
Bouncer of the Year. Those cheeky 
rascals the FWD Allstars took the overall 
Team Award!  21 years of organising the 
Camel Classic was recognised and Hans 
Viertel and Pete Allan took the honours. 
The Tractor Tug was won by Harvey 
Waters for his remarkable gearbox repair 
on the Allen Trial. The Moore Trophy 
went to Bill Bennett. 
 
To spice up the evening Giles had come 
up with a novel way of introducing the 
prizes very kindly donated by ACTC 
members for the raffle with all proceeds 
going to the Macmillan Cancer 
Research. This involved Fran Plimmer, 
Fiona Allen and Tina displaying a 
considerable amount of female flesh in 
order to promote said items. (The 
negatives are available for a large fee 
from Giles and some have found their 
way onto Ebay!) 
 
The evening was rounded off with a 
disco, which a certain Nicole Haizelden 
seemed to thoroughly enjoy!  
 
Plans are already well in advance for 
next year’s event, almost certainly at a 
different venue. Hopefully next year we 
might be joined by the bikers.   

 

Also thanks to Phil Johnson of 
Lens2Image, for taking photographs 
throughout the evening, Vic and 
Clare Lockley for providing us with a 
disco, and of course and most 
importantly, to everyone who came 
to the evening and supported the 
event."  
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ACTC Dinner 
Dance 

 
(See page 46 for 
more!) 
 
 

(Photos by 
Lens2Image) 

It’s mine not yours………. Dudley Sterry 
and Adrian Tucker-Peake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The three wise men?? 

 
 
Francesa 
Plimmer, 
Fiona Allen & 
Tina Allaway 
demonstrate 
the Steve 
Holder tyre 
pressure 
gauge! 
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Taw & Torridge 2005   
by Ian Davis 

 

F our and a half months after our 
last event, the Kyrle, we were 
lining up with most of the usual 
suspects again at Killarney 

Springs on 11th September for the Taw & 
Torridge. Like the Kyrle, the organisers 
were blessed with heavy rain the day 
before meaning the threatened tyre 
pressure restrictions were not needed. 
Unlike the Kyrle, though, motorbikes are 
still a feature of this event and they just 
outnumbered the cars, 40 to 37.  
 

We duly noted the one route amendment 
and started on time and it wasn’t too far 
to the first hills, Hessaford. It was a bit of 
a trial just to get to the two hills - one for 
bikes and class 8 and the other for car 
classes 1-7. The sections were steep 
and grassy but fairly short, the bike and 
class 8 hill having a 90 left at the bottom. 
This caused some problems for the 
bikes, and at least one retirement after 
bike and rider parted company heavily, 
but most got up OK. Not so for the cars – 
only Carl Talbot and Simon Woodall 
managing to clear the hill with 7 the next 
best score. We might have got up had 
we been in the right gear… The other 
Hessaford proved equally slippery with 
only Tommy Kalber getting up from the 
early runners in his Dutton, although 
Andrew Martin went close, dropping his 
only 3 points of the day. Good clears 
were achieved by later runners Colin 
Jeffrey and Tristan White in Escorts, 
Dave Dyer in his 1300 Beetle and Keith 
Saunders running right at the back in the 
Scimitar.  
 
On to Leigh Woods and the familiar 
motorbike style loop through the stream 
and around the trees before the sharp 
right and the steep final pitch. Not too 
tricky for classes 7 & 8, even with a 
restart, but it did catch a fair few of the 
saloons. 

The next section, Gulljohn was a 
daunting sight as competitors queued for 
Leigh Woods – a straight blast up a very 
steep grassy field. Apparently this had 
been used on the Chairman’s Trial earlier 
in the year with a more generous run up. 
This time the start line was right in the 
gateway at the bottom of the slope. With 
Mike Chatwin not starting, Bill Foreshew 
was the first of the cars to attempt it and 
he let rip, the blown engine spitting 
flames from the stubby exhaust as the 
GVSII got sideways over some small 
cross tracks before coming to a halt just 
before the 3 marker. Ross Norman was 
next up and got his wheels past the 1 
board for a clean before facing the steep 
reverse down. 
 
Despite the wet weather there was a fair 
degree of grip on the section, as we 
found to our cost when we snapped a CV 
joint, luckily just after we’d cleared the 
section. After a coast downhill and a 
push into a handy gateway from some of 
the class 7 boys we set to changing the 
driveshaft, with help from fellow Crafty 
Buggies team mates Simon & Barbara. 
As I was lying in the muck I didn’t see 
any more attempts on the hill but the 
results show great climbs from Dave H in 
the GTi and Keith Sanders in the 
Scimitar, the only cars in the lower 
classes to get to the top. 
 
This mechanical left us running a bit late 
– in amongst the front wheel drives - 
where we followed Nicholas Symons the 
short distance to Crossleigh.  Nick flew 
up the section in his smart new red 306 
and posted the only clean in class 1 – 
could he be mixing it with the Golf Gtis 
before long? The class 7 & 8 restart was 
close to the greasy rock slab but not too 
close and most managed it OK. 
 
It was at this point that we managed to 
start working our way back through the 
field. Certainly not by demon driving but 
thanks to the route card which became 
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steadily more ‘challenging’ as Helen 
later described it, perhaps rather 
diplomatically as this was only her 
second trial! I’d remembered from the 
year before that this section of the route 
was a little ‘challenging’ and somehow 
we managed to find our way to the next 
section in front of several other class 8 
cars. This included the third member of 
the Crafty Buggies team, Ross Norman, 
and Carl Talbot who had taken a very 
scenic route by all accounts. The 
Foreshews had retired by this stage, 
reportedly because of a blown head 
gasket. Remember the route 
amendment I mentioned at the start? 
Well this was for a new crossroads sign 
on this part of the route…but even the 
route amendment was found to be 
‘challenging’. 
 
Anyway all of that was forgotten as 
Langtree Common is a pucka section 
requiring a full-blooded approach at the 
bottom and then some tight cornering 
amongst the bracken. Most of the 
specials made it OK but it was a real 
challenge for classes 1-5 (there was no 
class 6…) with only 3 clears from Mr 
Dommet, Keith Sanders (again) and 
Pete Barr. 
 
On to the Weak Farm complex of five 
sections in the woods but not before a 
diff test, administered by the ever-
smiling Blakeleys. The class 7 boys 
were all lined up in the farmyard waiting 
for us to get back to the front of the 
running order and so we carried straight 
on down. The next few sections went in 
a bit of a blur – fair amount of red tape, 
marshals pointing out the way and short, 
steep muddy sections. 
 
Oh yes, and lots of trees, eh Simon? 
You’d have thought our esteemed ACTC 
chairman would have learnt that trees 
are tougher than fibre glass by now, 
wouldn’t you? Well just to make sure he 
gave a particularly stout tree a 

particularly stout sideways whack with 
the rear wing of the buggy…same old 
result I’m afraid…,still the resulting hole 
where the wing used to be does make 
for easier access to the oil filter. Simon 
already had his excuse prepared for this 
latest installment of the occasional 
drama ‘Can’t see the Woodall for the 
trees’. Following fitment of a smart new 
stainless steel exhaust, he hadn’t re-
mapped the monster engine’s brain (or 
some such) and it wasn’t running cleanly 
so he had to ‘keep his foot in’…which is 
why he’d also gone sideways on the 
previous section where he dropped his 
only 3 points of the day. 
 
Four class 8 cars cleaned all of the 
Weak Farm hills, as did Andrew Martin 
and a fair few of the bikes, but all other 
cars dropped at least 1 point down in the 
woods, some dropping many, many 
more. 
 
At this point Carl Talbot was the only car 
still clear but unfortunately he blotted his 
copybook on Tuckers Mill, despite the 
restart being fairly benign. Talking of 
blotting copy books, our bad day 
descended into farce at the second 
special test. I won’t bore you with the 
details but we managed to record a time 
nearly three times that of the FTD, set by 
Ross Norman with a very neat bit of 
driving.  
 
Watergate Woods was dispatched 
without too much difficulty. As was 
Abbott’s Track, which didn’t catch out a 
single car, although it caught out a fair 
few bikers who had a tricky tree weaving 
route to follow. 
 
After a long and pleasant amble across 
a field and through a wood we arrived at 
Adrian’s Aisle. Another pucka hill, class 
7 & 8 only last year, but open to 
everyone this year. A hairpin left on a 
rough rocky track followed by a steep, 
rough track up to a hairpin right onto 
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another track at the top. My bad day 
continued – not going fast enough to get 
round the top hairpin but the other Crafty 
Buggies powered up OK. Simon, still 
muttering about his ignition, managed to 
get completely sideways on the way up 
and, more impressively, on the way back 
down. The section took points off most of 
class 7 and all-comers from classes 1-5 
with the exception of Messrs Dommett 
and Sanders. There was also a story 
somewhere round here about a very 
large puddle and a trials driver who 
literally wet his trousers, but less said 
soonest mended, eh Dave?  
 
Just down the track was the section with 
one of the longest names going, Devon 
Yeomanry Butts. Very slippery at the 
bottom, lots more red tape and lots more 
trees. We managed to navigate our way 
OK but it caught out a fair few, including, 
amazingly, all but 1 of the bikers, so 
special mention to Timothy Stockbridge. 
Just Cutliffe Lane to go and after another 

‘challenging’ section of route card we 
drew up behind our fellow team mates, 
having left the previous section before 
them. Despite its fearsome reputation, 
Cutliffe wasn’t in its toughest form and 
we were soon heading back to the finish 
and the 230 mile drive home. 
 
Final results show 3 cars finished on 3 
points with Andrew Martin taking the 
overall win on special test times, Simon 
winning class 8 and Tommy Kalber class 
7. Other class winners among the cars 
were Dave Haizelden, Adrian Dommett, 
Dick Bolt & Dave Dyer. Despite my best 
efforts, the Crafty Buggies did manage to 
win the team prize. The bike winner was 
Gerald Spiers from class B, dropping 2 
points, just ahead of Chris Poel, Ray 
Gerring & Chris Barnicoat all on 3 points. 
Thanks to the Holsworthy Club for 
putting on a challenging event at this un-
seasonal time of year and for arranging 
for the sun to come out in the afternoon. 
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The Holsworthy Motor Club 
Took My Virginity………. 

by Steve Pearce 
 

I t would have been early in the week 
preceding September 11th that I 
arrived home to the message “Some 
bloke called Jonathan Toulmin 

‘phoned. He said something about a trial 
at the weekend?” I recognised the name. 
Spirits sank. I hoped it’d not been 
cancelled, “it” being “The Roger Pole 
Taw & Torridge Trial”. This was the 
weekend that I was due to pop my 
cherry. As a driver. Of an outfit. Let’s 
clear that up straightaway…  
 
A nervous call to JT put my mind at rest. 
Yeah! Right! The trial was still going 
ahead; he just wanted me to write a 
piece about it for “Restart” magazine. 
“You do know that this will be my first 
event, don’t you Jonathan?” I asked. “No 
I didn’t realise that, Steve, but it would 
be really nice to get a beginner’s 
perspective on the sport.”  
 
Thanks! No pressure, then! 
 
Having been introduced to classic 
trialling, and specifically sidecars, by an 
old friend some years earlier I had 
decided it was time to get an outfit of my 
own. They’re not commonly seen for 
sale; amputated chairs seem relatively 
plentiful by comparison. I already had a 
BMW R80ST that was beginning to look 
increasingly surplus to requirements, so 
why not stick a chair on that? I thought. 
So I tracked down a sidecar in west 
Wales, courtesy of MCC channels, and 
prised it from the owner’s grasp. Money 
changed hands. Time passed, the 
sidecar sat on its recovery trailer for 
several months while plans were made 
to join it with its intended cycle. 
 
A local specialist, Alan Brown of ABS 
Products in Bristol, was prevailed upon 

to perform the necessary surgery and a 
very nice job he’s made of it too. I now 
have a pleasingly narrow outfit, far more 
so than I had at first feared might result 
from using a BMW. The ST has quite a 
low final-drive ratio, enough power and 
is one of the earliest mono-shock 
boxers, so I thought the whole could be 
a promising first outfit. 
 
Having acquired the combination, re-
wired it, sorted out a carburetion 
problem, fitted new Bridgestone 
Trailwings (much easier than prising new 
rubber on to my little DT Yamaha I can 
tell you—but I still hate fitting tyres!) and 
performed other minor fettling tasks all 
that was needed was to turn up at the 
start and go! 
 
The final instructions and route card 
were passed to my passenger for the 
event, Reg Walker, for copying and 
annotating as necessary. We’d already 
decided that care and custody of all 
paperwork and reading of the route 
would be his responsibility, so it would 
be best for him to set it out to suit 
himself. The bike would be my concern. 
 
I don’t know how other triallists manage, 
but I find that I’m unable to ride the outfit 
two-up as often as I’d like, so the 
Saturday before the event we went for a 
spin to check out the handling on the 
new tyres. I don’t know what we’d have 
done if it had been anything other than 
OK. Still, at least we wouldn’t be 
absolutely “cold” on the ‘morrow. We 
took it home, strapped it on the trailer 
and, I must confess, got not a very good 
or a long night’s sleep. 
 
It’s time for another confession at this 
point. Leaving Bristol at a little before 
five am will get you to Holsworthy in 
plenty of time. Just so long as you don’t 
have a trailer on the back of your non 
turbo-diesel Rover. Doing it my way 
ensures that you’ll get there late, run 
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around the paddock a lot and get all hot 
and sweaty before you even start. It was 
only due to the understanding and 
forbearance of fellow competitors, who 
ushered as to the front of the 
scrutineering and signing-on queues that 
we got away at or near our allotted time. 
Thanks, lads. I’ll try not to let it happen 
again. 
 
So off we set, four miles or so, on our 
way to Section 1, Hessaford. Do you 
remember the weekend that England 
won the Ashes? My Aussie friends still 
aren’t returning my phone calls or emails. 
Great wasn’t it? Well, it was quite nice 
around Holsworthy too, though there had 
been a fair bit of rain earlier in the week. 
This made this adverse cambered grassy 
slope really slippery. There followed a 
hugely amusing amount of wheelspin, 
with almost no forward motion at all! 
That’ll be ten marks, then and thank you 
Mr marshal. The marshals now offered 
us a choice. Wait till the last car had 
gone through and get snatched out of the 
section by tractor, or try to get back up 
the trail to the escape track before the 
approach got blocked by the rest of the 
field? We didn’t fancy running at the back 
of the field all day long and so we 
cleared off the way we had come, the 
track being wide enough to pass on over 
much of its length. 
 
It was at Hessaford that we were to see 
Adrian Grinter and his Yamaha Wasp 
outfit for the last time. He’d attempted the 
hill before us, got a nine and it’d seized 
up on him. Hope he’s running again 
soon, everybody I spoke to said that they 
don’t see enough outfits taking part and 
these Wasps are supposed to be the 
Dogs Doofurs. That meant that we were 
the only class D entrant still running! 
From this point on there was much 
coaching from the left hand seat to the 
effect “Don’t go wrecking it now, Pearce. 
You’re on for a great result if you just 
keep it going to the end!” 

In the time leading up to the event Reg & 
I had discussed how we should approach 
the trial. Should we try to get all the way 
up every hill? Should we, instead, just 
use it as an opportunity to get as much 
experience as possible? In the end, 
because this was our first event together, 
we’d decided to concentrate on getting to 
the finish (without getting lost) while 
making attempts on every hill such as to 
not damage the bike. 
 
Sections 2 & 3 were adjacent to each 
other, Leigh Woods & Gullijohn. The 
former being a splash in a small stream, 
a scramble over a tree root up the bank, 
a ride around some more trees and a 
climb up a hill, with a restart for all but 
class D. Not for us though. Wary of the 
large rocks in the stream bed, I was too 
cautious and stalled while climbing out 
the other side. Eleven marks and cross 
enough to attack the straight, grassy 
climb in a field that is Gullijohn with a 
few thousand more revs! Too much 
weight over the sidecar wheel and an 
aviating front end made for a steady 
climb to the left and towards a hedge. 
We ran out of room having made it to the 
seven marker. The marshals’ faces were 
a picture. It obviously looked far more 
dramatic than it felt. We’d start to get the 
hang of the weight distribution later in the 
day as we gained experience. 
 
A climb up a stony track and a short road 
ride led to the approach to Crossleigh. 
This section caused us our greatest 
drama of the day and really knocked our 
confidence for the rest of the morning. A 
winding, rough track with gullies and a 
rock slab was first approached by riding 
around a tree before dropping down into 
the gully and then swinging immediately 
to the right to climb the track. This puts 
the sidecar wheel high up the bank, and 
with too much weight on the bike, a slow 
rollover ensued. Once righted, English 
muscle (thanks, lads) and German 
horsepower dragged the machine kicking 
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and screaming to the top of the section, 
where broken mirrors and bent 
metalwork could be admired. There was 
no sign of the promised tractor. We’d 
amassed a further ten marks. 
 
After re-inflating the tyres we set off on 
the next road section on our way to 
Special Test 1. We’d not gone far when 
we happened across a garage where we 
stopped for chocolate, cold drinks and a 
short inquest. There seems to have 
been a hold up at Crossleigh, for we 
saw no trials traffic at all while we were 
on the garage forecourt.  
 
Chastened but refreshed, and with our 
desire to finish rather than storm all in 
our path confirmed, we continued on our 
way to ST1. This was straight forward 
enough. Starting at A, anticlockwise 
around cone B, stop astride line C, 
through twelve inches of mud and all in 
nineteen point three seconds. Doesn’t 
time fly when you’re enjoying yourself? 
 
Still smarting from our experience and 
exertions at Crossleigh we now had a 
steady ride to section 5 Langtree 
Common, a steep climb through 
bracken and another 9 marks. 
 
It was around this time that the only 
navigational mishap of the day occurred. 
It seems that a route marker got 
separated from its post and a number of 
competitors, including ourselves, spent 
time driving up and down the road trying 
to find the way. We were all rescued by 
a car driver with local knowledge.  
 
Our pleasant, scenic drive in the country 
now took us to Week Farm and four 
sections in quick succession off the 
same track along the bottom of a small 
river valley. This was really well run by 
the marshals, who had us through Week 
Bottom, Not Straight Up, Across The 
Stream and The Loop with minimal lost 
time considering much reversing and 

back-tracking down the sections was 
involved. Three tens and a twelve. 
 
A slightly longer ride along the track 
brought us to Week Farm, another 
eleven marks and the last section of the 
morning session. 
 
Running pretty late by now the 
compulsory stop only had us waiting 
around for about ten minutes but it was 
long enough to relax, have a drink and 
start feeling a bit better about how the 
day had gone so far. We’d almost 
forgotten about our earlier spill. No time 
for an ice-cream, so off we went on a 
short drive to section 11 Tuckers Mill. 
Only eight marks incurred on this steep 
straight climb, then further down the 
track to Special Test 2. 
 
ST2 involved sticking a wheel over a 
line, B, and then stopping astride C. A 
careful U-turn putting the sidecar wheel 
only over the line fitted the bill nicely. 
Twenty-two-point-one seconds was the 
time taken. Along the track again and we 
came to Watergate Woods, 6 marks 
lost on this stony track through woodland 
that was much drier underfoot than 
many of the low lying sections that we 
had tackled so far. We would have got 
much further but for our usual, un-
intended, sidecar induced left turn. This 
was more like it; we were almost feeling 
confident now. 
 
Section 13 Abbots Track would soon 
put paid to any tendency towards 
cockiness, though. This looked 
deceptively easy, with a level start 
across the stream being followed by an 
easy climb up a rough lane. 
Unfortunately, the stream and the easy 
climb were separated by a steep and 
muddy loop. A lack of momentum 
through the stream meant that we failed 
to scale the loop. Ten marks lost. Having 
rolled it back into the stream we 
splashed down the stream bed for about 
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thirty yards, re-mounted the far bank and 
thrashed up the rough track in disgust. 
 
Sections 14 & 15 were run in reverse 
order due to an earlier problem on the 
route (we were told). The steep and 
twisting Adrian’s Aisle cost seven 
marks, Devon Yeomanry Butts 
accounted for a further eleven. 
 
A drive of, according to the road book, 
about fifteen miles took us to the final 
section of the day. I’m sure that as a 
MCC member I shall get plenty of other 
opportunities to climb Cutliffe Lane so 
I’m quite happy with a score of eight 
marks, for now. Too much caution 
through the gate at the bottom of the 
section cost us most of our necessary 
momentum. 
 
A quick ride back to the start & Finish at 
fKillarney Springs saw us in high spirits. 
We’d done it! We’d got to the finish 
without getting ourselves terminally lost 

or the equipment terminally damaged. 
We can now read a route card and we’re 
quite practised at letting down and re-
inflating back tyres. 
 
Did we enjoy it? Will we do it again? 
Definitely. Did we learn anything as the 
day went on? Yes. Are the Killarney 
Springs’ pasties any good? Yes, as is the 
tea. Have I framed the Finisher’s 
Certificate yet? No, but I will. A few days 
later and the provisional results list 
dropped onto the doormat at home. Next 
to my name it says “John Kershaw 
Trophy” and that feels good, even if we 
did run up a cricket score by way of 
penalty marks. But that doesn’t matter, to 
me. England won the Ashes that 
weekend, so cricket’s just fine. 

Steve & Reg and the BMW R80ST  
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Roger Pole Taw & Torridge 
by Nicola Wainwright 

 

I  was really looking forward to driving 
this event, as I wanted to get up 
some of the sections I couldn’t even 
get off the start lines last year, but it 

wasn’t to be. The rain was extremely 
hard, as I drove down to my Nan’s on 
the Saturday evening in the Beetle and I 
gradually became aware of a smell, 
which I could only describe as rotten 
eggs. Being an hour away from my 
Nan’s I decided to drive on, as the only 
problem I could see was a very faint 
glimmer of my charge light. On arrival, 
my parents and Julie all agreed there 
was a smell, but nothing that Dad could 
find wrong with the Beetle, until I took 
my raincoat off the back seat and 
discovered that it was extremely hot. So 
off came the back seat to reveal a very 
boiled battery and Dad saying the only 
place my Beetle was going, was on the 
trailer back home on Sunday.  
 
I rang Emma to say we were not trialilng 
the next day; she asked if I had a spare 
alternator? No, not down in Cornwall, 
plus it would mean engine out to 
change, a little out of Dad’s & my league 
at 10.30 the night before a trial. Julie 
decided that I would be Dad’s passenger 
in the Buggy and she would stay with 
Mum and look after her daughter, Ella.  
 

The day dawned with a mist and on the 
way to the start it started to lightly rain. 
The start venue was again at Killarney 
Springs Adventure Park, which is in a 
lovely setting. I was still feeling sick from 
the fumes I’d breathed in, so no 
breakfast for me. 
 

We were 3rd car to start after 40 
motorbikes. We came to the first section 
Hessaford, which was a steep cambered 
climb up a grass field. We had to wait, 
by the class 1-7 hill, because a rider had 
fallen off his bike on the motorbike & 

class 8 hill. When we were called 
forward we saw a 4x4 vehicle being 
towed up by the tractor, which didn’t give 
our prospects much hope. Most of our 
class scored either a 9 or 7, with Carl 
Talbot & Simon Woodall both going 
clear. 
 

Leigh Woods was next and running near 
the front of the cars we got to see some 
of the bikes tackle this section (and 
Gullijohn). The bikes were routed around 
a tree to make a small diversion from the 
route we would take as cars. Most of the 
bikes we saw had good climbs on both 
sections.  
 
On Leigh Woods just to make things 
interesting for you, the thick mud was on 
the left around the left hand corner, 
unlike last year where it was boggy on 
the right side. Along with the rest of our 
class we cleaned the restart, to climb 
into the field and turn around to drive 
back down the section to get into 
position for Gullijohn. This is a steep 
straight up climb in a grass field, where 
the marshals were considerably gracious 
in re- staking the markers every time a 
car slid out of the section while 
reversing/ sliding back down. 
 

Carl was doing a good job reminding me 
to tell Dad we have restarts to do, as he 
wonders out loud where they’ve put the 
restart this year on Crossleigh, which is 
a rough winding track with gullies and a 
rock slab, a very enticing description! Its 
class 7 & 8 restart stopped us and 
Richard Mattin, while the rest of our 
class got away clean. We see Emma 
here, watching on the restart giving us 
much needed encouragement. 
 

At the top of Crossleigh we pass Ross 
Norman changing a wheel and further 
down the road we see Bill & Carole 
Foreshew at the side of the road, they 
wave us on, saying it’s just a blowing 
exhaust, but we later find out it was the 
head gasket. 
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We arrive at the first special test as the 
last of the motorbikes have gone through 
and record our time. Onto Langtree 
Common where we get to see 2 
motorbikes climb up through the steep 
track in bracken, but unfortunately their 
mate has to retire here with running 
problems. 
 
As I’d left my brain in the Beetle the 
night before, I wasn’t doing too well with 
the route card, here Dudley passes us 
as we are deciding if we’re at the correct 
turning. (No dp, but there was one?) 
Following the arrows around the 
buildings of Week’s Farm, we meet John 
& June Blakeley again and do the diff 
test and onto the 5 sections around the 
woods.  
 
At each section we watch Dudley run 
rings around the trees as if they were not 
there, completely in control and at one 
with the car he has driven for over 20 
years. I love watching Dudley drive the 
J2 and hearing the sound of that 
supercharger. My favourite of these 
sections has to be The Loop… downhill, 
through mud, around the big tree and 
back up the steep bank onto track, oh! 
minding the river gully on your right as 
your driving around the big tree on your 
left, tight! umm. At this point we are still 
wondering where any of the others in our 
class have got to, but we press on to the 
lunch halt. 
 
The lunch halt is on the Torrington 
Common, the same area as one control 
on the Lands End Trial. We are there 
with the marshals for the control, Dudley 
and his passenger Chris, talking about 
the Lands End and what maybe on the 
Edinburgh. During this time we’re told 
that Ian Davis had to change a drive 
shaft and Ross Norman had another 
puncture. We follow Dudley, with still not 
another competitor in sight, onto Tuckers 
Mill. Tuckers Mill was a steep straight 
climb on a forest track with a restart for 

all class except D, 1 & 2. Looking at the 
results most of the people in classes 7 & 
8 got off the restart here. This is where 
Carl gets his only points of the day by 
stopping before the 4 marker and 
claimed a 1st in class award. 
 
Special Test 2 next, with the interesting 
…drive forward to cross line B with any 
wheel. With this section being very 
muddy Dad decided to drive forward 
over line B and reversed around to drive 
forward over line C. At the best of times 
the Buggy’s steering is not the best & 
the marshal had said Dudley didn’t 
manage completing the test in one 
continuous drive. Watergate Woods and 
Abbots Track pass us by without much 
difficulty.  
 
We then enter the woods with sections 
Devon Yeomanry Butts & Adrian’s Aisle. 
We are pointed on to do Adrian’s Aisle 
first which is a narrow steep twisting 
track, where we get a 7 and back down 
to join the escape road and follow the 
arrows to Devon Yeomanry Butts. With 
another restart stopping us we follow the 
fails route and continue along the track 
and out to a tarred road. It is good to 
know that other competitors also found 
the next instruction of ‘Pass Court 
Barton Farm and return to Five ways X, 
a little difficult. With the help of the OS 
map we found our way back to the 
common route. 
 
Now there was the long drive to the last 
section of the day, Cutliffe Lane and 
another restart for class 7 & 8. This 
section starts on a stoney track with an 
immediate sharp right hand bend 
through a stone gateway onto a steep 
climb on loose stones. I have both failed 
and cleaned this section in the Beetle, 
but just couldn’t bounce enough to keep 
the Buggy going after the restart for Dad. 
We back down the section to pump up 
tyres, as Dad is doing this I go up the hill 
to wait and see if any other cars come. 
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Just as we are thinking we should leave 
and go to sign off, we hear Ross, Ian 
and Simon, which gives us views of 
some very good climbs off the restart for 
all 3 and we head off to the finish along 
the main track. 
 

After signing off Dad & I have a chat with 
Simon & Barbara over some well 
deserved hot & cold drinks, and with the 
weather clearing up, the sun was shining 
over the lake. Here Simon tells us, he 
had hit his nearside rear wing, against a 
tree on Week Bottom, one of the 
sections around Weeks Farm, because 
he was experiencing minor ignition 
problems and had the classic Buggy 
problem of little directional control 
around corners at much speed. This was 
where he lost 3 points, his only points of 
the trial and went on to gain The Roger 
Pole Trophy. The fresh air during this 
trial and driving the Buggy home was the 
best treatment of ‘force fed’ oxygen; I 

could have had, in the treatment of 
breathing in sulphuric acid.  
 

Christmas is coming and an 
early copy date for the next 
Restart. Please Note: 

9th December!! 
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Exe Valley Trial 2005 
by Julia Browne 

 

T his was our second attempt at a 
trial with the Armstrong outfit. 
Since the debacle on the 
Chairman’s we had done a bit 

more green-laneing, the testing trial, and 
Keith had done quite a bit of fine-tuning 
to the bike and the chair. Andy and Anita 
Petherick had suggested this a good fun 
event, so we thought we’d better have 
another go and see if we could actually 
finish a trial. There was a little pressure 
as well; the weekend after the trial, Keith 
and his wife Julia were due to ride to 
Belgium on their 900 Yamaha Diversion 
outfit, accompanied by their daughter 
Sarah on her 600 Bandit outfit. So if I 
broke or damaged Keith in any way, 
there could be trouble. 
 
Underdown was a very nice first section, 
a gentle climb with a sharp turn at the 
top, and didn’t pose any real problems, 
followed by a reasonable bit of roadwork 
to Upper Kingswell, which was a nice 
muddy track off the main Tedburn road.   
 
We had to wait a while for the section to 
open, and while we watched and heard 
the solos go through, it sounded almost 
as if there was some sticky problem out 
of sight in the woods… Well, I’d already 
been told what the problem was (thanks, 
Courtney) but had decided not to share 
this information with my driver. 
Eventually we rolled up to the start line, 
down through the trees to the first and 
second puddles (both filled with liquid 
clay) and then we climbed gloopily up 
through the woods. At about the restart 
line we spun out of grip. I couldn’t even 
keep my feet long enough to shove the 
outfit, good thing I hadn’t got my XR out 
solo today; it was that slippery. Keith 
stayed resolutely and sensibly in the 
saddle: he was in charge of the throttle. 
It was only thanks to persistence on his 

part combined with me hopping about 
between pushing and jumping over the 
back wheel and the eventual assistance 
of one of the marshals that we finally 
spun and spat our way off the wet, 
polished clay and onto the exit track. 
 
Maybe we should have attacked. The 
Pethericks did, having failed last year 
where we did, and made nothing of it. 
The Pethericks know no other way of 
riding. 
 
Blackalders Lane and Oldridge were 
nice grassy, grippy sections with a kind 
restart after the struggle on section 2. 
And after that little respite we were on 
our way to Tillerton. 
 
We trickled up Tillerton very nicely and 
consistently, hotly pursued by the 
Pethericks at their preferred pace, and 
headed off towards Fingle for four 
sections in the woods. We failed the first 
of these, Annie’s Steep, even before the 
12 board. It was very steep climb off a 
sharp right hand turn with zero run up, 
and the front lifted almost immediately 
and we lost steering.   
 
Andy Petherick’s advice to Keith, later, 
was that his first reaction when the front 
lifts, even before grabbing the clutch, 
should be a withering look at his 
passenger. 
 
Keith didn’t get a chance to practice this 
look on the next three sections in Clifford 
Woods, not even the last of them which 
was the top part of Annie’s Steep off a 
sharp left-hand bend this time.  We were 
very happy to have cleaned all three. 
 
We had a short break at Rebel’s Way, 
half a Mars bar each while we watched 
the solos fly up the short grassy bank 
and then it was our turn. The front lifted, 
which caught us by surprise, and we 
took out one of the markers, which might 
have been an extra penalty… And the 
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real surprise, from where Keith and I 
were, was to see the Pethericks have 
the same problem. 
 
We did a steady special test avoiding the 
river, and so on to Northwood, a 
roughish, steepish, twisty section which I 
love on the solo. At the start, I suggested 
to Keith that may be we should ride this 
one tactfully, as there isn’t much space 
between the bends, and I had visions of 
us climbing the banks. Perhaps he 
should have continued to ignore me 
because instead we fell into one of the 
ruts. However, we managed to get going 
again with minimal trouble.   
 
Simms was the section that had been 
playing on both our minds. Keith has 
watched it on too many Exeters to be 
fooled into thinking it’s not frightening, 
and the last time I did Simms with a 
sidecar (the Exeter 1983, with my father 
driving his Villiers James outfit) we 
looped and broke the bike terminally. 
Made the pages of Trials & Motocross 
News, though!  So, in an effort to ignore 
the possibilities, Keith and I made our 

plans at the bottom (basically – Attack, 
attack, attack!) then just threw the 
Armstrong at it. With quite a bit of vocal 
encouragement from me (not sure if I 
was yelling at Keith or the bike) and the 
same from Keith’s wife, Julia, who was 
running up the section behind us, the 
outfit found plenty of traction and 
chugged obligingly up to the top. 
 
After Simms we were suddenly invincible 
and Tipley held no terrors for us. Our 
second special test at Copse lane was 
very tidy even if I do say so myself, and 
the last section of the day, Waterless 
Lane was a nice one to finish with. 
 
So finally we got our Finisher’s 
Certificates; but a few days later there 
was more… Andy and Anita Petherick, 
they of the Withering Look, and Only 
One Way To Attack A Section, had 
trumped everybody on the day – even 
the solos, yes everybody – and won 
Best Overall. An excellent by-product of 
this was that Keith and I were suddenly 
best in class… It was good day to be out 
on an outfit! 

SIMON WALTON 
 

I don't know how many trials, hill climbs, grass tracks, enduros, etc. Simon Walton 
organised or officiated at, but after he stopped competing he gave unstintingly of his 
time: a commodity of which he had, as it turned out, too little. On 30th September 
he finally succumbed, at the age of 61, to the cancer from which he had been 
suffering .  
 

Simon was a mine of information on off-road competition and Ariel motorcycles. He 
was an engineer and a craftsman of the old school and a motorcyclist through and 
through. His generosity with his time and knowledge was reflected in the number of 
people, many on vintage motorcycles, who attended his funeral - more than the 
chapel could accommodate.  
 

Most of you who knew Simon will also know his wife Celia, son Arthur (both 
competitors in motorcycle events) and daughter Elene. I shall miss him on the start-
line and in the paddock; I shall miss popping round for a 4BA screw; I shall miss his 
anecdotes and his wry sense of humour. I am glad I knew Simon and am proud 
have counted him among my friends.  
 

John Hind 
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The Exe Valley 2005 
by S Green 

 

O 
n the Thursday before the 
event nearly half an inch of 
rain fell in many parts of the 
West Country. This must have 

cheered the organisers, but no further 
rain was forecast. Sunday was cloudy, 
dry and warm, exactly as predicted. 
Scrutineering seemed to go very 
smoothly and the queue moved along at 
a commendably steady rate. John 
Wilton’s Trojan was immediately in front 
of us. John Blakeley, the sharp eyed and 
efficient scrutineer seemed to take much 
longer over this car. One supposes that 
all the bits you look at on this unusual 
car are not necessarily where you might 
expect then to be. Steward, Barrie 
Kirton, was also in attendance. He 
walked all the way round the car at least 
three times. Whether he was fascinated 
by the unique design or bemused by its 
eccentricities did not become clear. In no 
time at all we were on our way and it 
was only two miles to the first section, 
which was a gentle starter, but we did 
need full left lock for the tight turn at the 
top.  
 
At Upper Kingswell there was quite a 
long queue. The hill was quite unknown 
to us and the start was apparently 
further back than usual, so it was not 
clear what was ahead of us, Judy 
Phillips assured us that the technique 
was to go gently through the two water 
splashes then go hard for the steep bit. 
What Judy did not make clear was that 
Greg Warren had emptied about 1500 
gallons of water down the section and 
the water splashes were axle deep with 
liquid mud the colour of desert sand. 
Almost all the bikes failed on the restart, 
but only one class 8 car failed and 
surprisingly that was Tim Whellock. Also 
it must have been galling for Tom 
Jeffries in the Marlin to get away from 

the restart, only to fail at 3. Despite 
going gently through the water splashes 
the evil muddy water cane up over the 
bonnet and we soon ran out of grip in 
the restart area. After being 
ignominiously towed out we found that 
the starter motor wouldn’t work. It was 
discovered that the lever operating the 
starter switch had filled with mud and 
this had effectively insulated the 
contacts. Whilst we fiddled away trying 
to make things work we could hear John 
Wilton puttering surely, but oh so slowly 
through the deep slimy mud. In the 
fullness of time Steve Potter proved that 
his Trojan could do it just as well. When 
Trojans were built in the 1920s the 
design was unconventional. To own and 
drive a Trojan must require a high 
degree of individualism and a great deal 
of patience, but it obviously brings 
rewards.  
 
On leaving the section we came round a 
bend to find the usually shiny green MG 
J2 stationery, with car and occupants the 
colour of Dijon mustard. Bill Bennett had 
decided that the best technique on 
Upper Tideswell was flat out through the 
water splashes – Bill was still smiling as 
he tried to clean off some of the mud. 
Liz, however, was not complaining, but 
she didn’t look nearly so cheerful. The 
pale mud covered everything and south 
of Baghdad the car and crew might have 
gone completely unnoticed! 
 
At Tillerton the step has been eased and 
very few cars had a problem, however it 
is still very rough and rocky in an Austin 
7. From there we were treated to four 
sections in the forest in the Teign Valley. 
The first of these had been cut only a 
few days before and so was new to 
everyone! It was called Annie’s Steep, a 
poignant reminder for all with fond 
memories of Annie Ugalde. The section 
involved a sharp right turn onto a steep, 
muddy climb – halfway up it levelled to 
cross a track and then continued very 
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steeply to the top. A superb hill, which 
caused many to observe how similar it 
was to Norman’s Hump (one of the most 
challenging hills on the MCC Exeter 
Trial). Unfortunately I failed to listen to 
the instructions from the fast talking lady 
marshal at the start and we turned right 
far too late and hit the bank. After 
reversing we had another go and with a 
lot of effort we managed to get to the 
top. A really rewarding climb, but it was 
to no avail, as we were rightly given the 
full 12-point penalty. 
 
Rebels Way was a very different 
proposition and was an open, grassy 
field with a steep bank to the side. A lot 
of tall wooden posts closely spaced 
marked a very tight left-hand turn after 
the start and this led to a seriously steep 
climb over big grass tussocks. The 
instructions gave dire warnings about 
penalties for hitting markers. Many 
drivers were expressing severe 
reservations about the tightness of the 
turn and this proved to be well founded 
for class 8. Cars in classes 3 and 4 were 
getting round the turn only to be thrown 
about by the rough tussocks and then hit 
the markers on the narrow course. There 
was some quite heated discussion over 
the marking on the closely spaced 
numbers, however, despite everything, it 
was an interesting section and it gave a 
good range of scores. 
 
On to Simms. In my book this is the 
most daunting, challenging and exciting 
hill in the calendar. It was as dry as a 
bone, the step had been erased and 
most of the holes and fissures have 
been filled in, but it is still one hell of a 
climb for an Austin 7. Unleashing the full 
23 bhp things went exactly as planned 
and we surged to the top. The section 
ends board was much further up than is 
usual on the Exeter and well beyond the 
track to the plantation. Totally elated we 
stopped to chat to the marshals, only to 
realise that we were still short of the end. 

Thus a penalty of 1, but I don’t care one 
little bit. We climbed Simms. The last 
time I achieved this was in 1994. To the 
best of my knowledge no Austin 7 has 
reached the top since 1998. 
 
Graham White missed out on the chance 
to attempt Simms. The Lea-Francis had 
been going well, but sadly the gearbox 
broke on the road after the forest 
sections. Waterless Lane was the last 
section and it was as dry as its name 
implies, so it gave no trouble. Oddly tyre 
pressures were checked at the end of 
the section and Adrian Dommett was 
judged to be below 10 psi and so missed 
out on a class win. 
 
This was a very well organised event 
and a most enjoyable day out. Glorious 
countryside, some interesting and 
challenging sections, with good variety. 
Route marking was near perfect. For my 
bouncer it was his first ever competitive 
motoring event and he was absolutely 
thrilled by the whole experience. As I 
write this even more than a fortnight later 
I am still reliving Simms! 

 

Would the person who stole two 
of the valve caps from our  

Mondeo in the trailer parking for 
the Ebworth please note that 
Halfords sell them at a very 

reasonable cost—and if you are 
so desperate to save money 
then try your local tyre place. 

Apparently they cut off the 
valves of dud tyres and have 

plenty to give away.  
 

Don’t just think that you can 
take them from someone else’s 
car—no matter what it is……….. 
New, company car or whatever! 

 
Pat Toulmin 
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The Exe Valley Trial 
by Keith & Claire Oakes 

 

C 
laire and I travelled from 
Rugby on Saturday 17th to the 
start of the Exe Valley Trial 
some 200 miles. We decided 

to take a more scenic route down the 
A361, instead of the M5 to the Exeter 
Court hotel and enjoyed a pleasant 
evening meal and drinks, as well as the 
company of other competitors and one 
or two Adams ale with Graham 
Makepeace. Rates were reasonable and 
the overnight accommodation allowed us 
to stay in a warm bed a little longer, for 
some of the other competitors had slept 
in their towing vehicles, before we hit the 
road and tracks for what was to be well 
organised event in the ideal weather for 
trialling.  
 
This was our first time on this event and 
we were looking forward to seeing 
Tillerton & Simms in the autumn instead 
of early January. We were also pleased 
to see the route card had the map 
reference and the type of area the 
sections were on i.e. Highway/ lane / 
track or public land which pondered the 
question, if we sometimes struggle with 
modern day bikes & cars, what were 
these tracks like in the 1900s? 
 

Scrutineering over and done with, tyre 
pressure at 10lbs for cars, free for 
motorcycles, we started at our appointed 
time and trundled a couple of miles to :-  
OS1 Underdown (woodland track). A 
short track in and around trees, fairly 
soft, shouldn’t have trouble many.  
 
OS2 Upper Kingswell (a private lane). 
The only OS that tyre pressure were free 
for all and a good job too! After a wait of 
about 45 minuets, the section begins  
straight into a deep hole filled with dirty 
muddy water, which some went through 
a little too fast, covering cars from front 

to rear, windscreen wipers working 
overtime on the cars. We took the 
crossing of this muddy moon crater 
gingerly and floated across to the other 
side to climb to the restart, and slowly 
got away on what was now a very wet 
restart line and slipped our way more 
slowly with a sigh of relief when end of 
section was crossed. “Crackington” 
comes to mind, all that mud, wet and 
slop. Caught a few out especially bikes, 
where only Richard Tupman, Chris 
Lidstone and Andy Petherick cleaned. A 
few cars collected penalties such as Tim 
Whellock and Andrew Martin. 
 
OS3 Blackalders Lane (a county 
highway) Nice lane to hike along. Should 
not cause problems but don’t catch the 
markers (will incur penalties) at the 
deviation and continue to:- OS4 Oldridge 
(county highway) Restart for all, not to 
much trouble but rough in places and 
could be fun when wet in restart area. 
Bottoming out, ouch, towards section 
ends. 
 
OS5 Tillerton (county highway) Dry at 
bottom where normally you have to 
cross a ford in the Exeter Trial, so this 
made the restart dryer and all but three 
bikes and one car cleaned, the latter 
being Ian Andrew in his Ford Anglia who 
soon retired after this.  
 
On through Dartmoor National Park with 
brilliant views to Teign Valley woodland 
area, OS`s all on forest tracks, which 
were good fun but watch out when wet!!!  
OS6 Annie’s Steep is named in memory 
of Annie Ugalde who died last 
November. This section reminds me of 
“Normans Hump”. A long steep climb 
with plateau midway that claimed a few 
cars at the bottom end of section as 
does Normans Hump. 
 
OS7 Cod Wood, where logging on this 
section had exposed a clear view of a 
steep snaking climb, with the marshals 
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in their yellow tabards looking very tiny 
high up on the track when we looked up 
from the start line. As we left the start 
line Claire’s mobile rang, it was our 
daughter phoning to ask where the 
sponge was to wash her car! At this 
point Claire told her where to find car 
cleaning equipment and explaining to 
daughter what a lovely view we were 
seeing. She was lucky to get a signal as 
we climbed the hill and they were still 
chatting at section ends. 
 
OS8 ChipsTurn. A short section with 
restart this time on a sharp bend, no 
problems, on a short section to, OS9 
Peas End the upper half of Annie’s 
Steep claiming a some of the cars again 
that never got up Annie’s Steep.  
 
Stunning views around this area and 
Kennick Reservoir, picnic area, looks 
good for fishing and porta loo for the 
needy, especially for Claire! On Claire’s 
comfort stop, the other woman in my life, 
the Dutton, also had sprung a leak, oil!  
On to:- OS10 Rebels Way (private land) 
where we all go between the sticks. 
Passengers need to wear their seat belt 
on this section, mine levitated a few 
inches when I reach the summit and 
landed with a bump. Classes sub-
divided into two different starts. Penalty 
points were picked up here by the cars 
from the more difficult start and this 
probably started to sort out some of the 
eventual positions. Indeed Andy & Anita 
Petherick on their Kawasaki motorcycle 
outfit collected 3 penalties here but 
cleaned the remainder to take the overall 
award. 
 
Cleans up and over summit then down 
to:- ST1 John Grant’s Lane (county 
highway). First of two timed test “A” to 
“B” to “C” where if not careful you could 
overshoot in to the river at “B”. (Quickest 
bike Ray Gerring 13.6 seconds. Car 
David Haizelden 18.6 seconds.) 
 

 
OS11 North Wood (county highway) a 
twisty rough track that claimed only 3, 
but must have scraped the underside of 
a lot of vehicles. 
 
OS12 Simms (county highway) entered 
from a holding control along lane to top 
of Simms then directed down failures 
route to section begins at bottom. Short 
run to 90 bend, then yellow restart on hill 
just below red restart for class 8`s. All 
but 3 cleaned on what was a very 
different Simms to that on the MCC 
Exeter Trial where it seems longer, wider 
and more crowded in January 
 

OS13 Tipley (county highway) A 
roughish, rocky track leading up to a 
slippery “slab” at restart which caught 
the majority of bikes and a few cars 
including Dudley Sterry and myself. Not 
too much of a problem for non-
restarters. 
 
ST2 Copse Lane (county highway) 2nd of 
timed tests “A” to “C” for bikes and “A” to 
astride “B” then reverse over “B” forward 
to “C”. (Quickest again on bike Ray 
Gerring 8.3 seconds. Car Dudley Sterry 
17.5 seconds.) This is probably where 
times sorted out the car awards and with 
several competitors gaining no penalties; 
Ross Norman took overall honours with 
the lowest combined time.   
 
The end in sight along the narrow Devon 
roads and track to:- OS14 Waterless 
Lane (county highway) good track to 
climb in the dry, but could be tricky if it 
became watered lane? Watch the exit at 
top where sharp tight right on to tarmac 
but still in the section catching 4 out, 
including me (had to do two point turn). 
 

. 
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My Edinburgh Adventure 
by Barrie Parker 

 

A s I have not written for this 
magazine before, I’m not sure 
what the readership profile is, 
so I thought I’d better give 

some background information. Firstly, 
I’m primarily a production car trial man, 
have been doing PCTs for many years 
and have won the MSA national 
championship a few times. After a brief 
foray with Imps in the early days, I’ve 
campaigned various front wheel drive 
cars over the years. Secondly, being 
interested in all types of trials, and in the 
historic aspects of motor sport, I started 
to go and watch the MCC classics a few 
years ago. I was horrified by the 
roughness of the hills and amazed that 
the very old cars (Austin 7s and the like) 
didn’t just fall to bits like they do in 
Laurel and Hardy movies. But I was 
fascinated and decided I wanted to have 
a go. So, about 3 years ago I entered my 
Citroen AX GT PCT car into the Lands 
End. I loved that event, did OK (like I 
finished) but thought the AX was a bit 
fragile and I didn’t know whether I 
wanted to get serious about this branch 
of trials. 
 
Last summer I came across the 
opportunity to acquire an Audi 80 2.0E 
for very little money on condition from 
my ‘benefactor’ that I used it for trials. I 
thought it would be a suitable car to do a 
few more MCC classics in to see 
whether I really did enjoy them, before 
considering purchasing something more 
suitable. At least it’s strong! (‘So that’s 
why he chose an Audi 80’ I hear you 
say). So the plan is to use it until 
something serious breaks! 
 
Coincidentally, the first event in the Audi 
was the Edinburgh last year. I did OK, 
missing a bronze by just one too many 
failed hills. Then I did the Exeter this 

year and got a Silver! Wow, I thought I’d 
cracked it! But then I studied the results 
and listened to the word on the ground, 
and realised two key factors: one, the 
2005 Exeter was regarded as an easy 
event and two, the ones I didn’t get up I 
can’t imagine how any front wheel drive 
car could! So I still had a long way top 
go, in many senses of the word. 
 
And so to this year’s Edinburgh. I’d had 
to buy two new rims and tyres (wrecked 
on the Exeter), put a bit more ballast on 
(I still don’t know what the ‘experts’ use) 
so was now running at about 100 – 120 
lbs on the front, and decided to take 
fewer tools and not carry a trolley jack to 
save weight! My passenger is a long-
term friend and fellow PCT competitor 
Rich Harrison – a big chap, so that was 
most of the weight saving lost! We were 
drawn at no 211 with a start time of 
04.03am! What an awful start time. 
Humans must be at their lowest ebb at 
this time on an autumn morning. After 
doing the final preparations to the car 
after work on Friday evening, I drove up 
from Ascot to meet Rich near Litchfield 
where we left his car and our weekend 
gear, then off we went to Tamworth for 
signing on and scrutineering. We got 
through these processes without hitch, 
and duly started at 04.03 am. 
 
Off we set, back up the A 515 again 
towards Ashbourne. We soon ended up 
in rather long convoy. I know we’re not 
supposed to travel in groups of more 
than three but it’s difficult not to when 
you’re governed by a slow person who 
inevitably backs a lot of cars up. There’s 
no point in overtaking because of the 
early arrival penalty, and you can’t go 
any slower otherwise (in the high geared 
Audi) you’d have to go along the A road 
in second! - seriously. After crawling 
along for 44 miles in two and a quarter 
hours we arrived at the first hill. Haven 
Hill. At last something to concentrate on, 
get the adrenaline flowing, and wake us 
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up! We were advised the hill was not 
difficult so just let out front tyres down a 
bit, and off we went. I think it was a rutted 
earth track with no severe gradient or 
sharp turns. We cleaned it without drama. 
Then it was off on the next fifteen miles to 
hill 2, Clough Wood. 
 
Here it was the bad news and the good 
news. There was a very long queue at 
which we arrived in the dark, but by the 
time the queue had halved in length it 
was light. We had only done one hill in 
the dark! The queue was slow to move; 
apparently restarters were failing and 
having difficulty getting going and out of 
the section. Because of the delay we had 
plenty of time to look at the start and to 
talk to others in the queue. As light came, 
I realised David Haizelden in his MK1 
Golf GTi was parked up immediately 
behind me. Last year, class 1 hadn’t done 
this section so I asked David for advice. 
He kindly suggested that I would have 
difficulty getting off the line, and then 
about 30 metres up there were some very 
deep rough ruts which I should try to 
avoid by going to the bank on the left 
hand side. Then during various chats, 
others said to take to either one side or 
the other. As daybreak dawned, from the 
start line it looked to me as though the 
right side line was the best option. We got 
off the line after some smoking wheelspin 
and got going well. At the critical point 
where the ruts got very deep I went to the 
right and proceeded fine until the right 
hand bank ran out and there was no 
option but to drop into the ruts. We were 
grounding hard on the floorpan and in the 
right hand rut was a boulder that was so 
big it just stopped us dead! We tried to 
get going again but to no avail. So then 
we rolled back a few feet, and in 
desperation I steered left and booted it 
and it climbed out of the ruts an on to the 
finish! What frustration, I should have 
listened to David’s advice in the first place 
and we would probably have cleaned this 
one! 

It was then off to section, 3 Deep Rake. 
This was one I had done last year but it 
seemed a lot shorter and as if the track 
had been re-graded in many places so it 
presented no problem. Then it was the 
notorious and daunting Litton Slack. 
During the run to Litton it started to rain 
heavily, and it rained heavily for most of 
the hour we waited in the queue for this 
hill. Well last year, when it wasn’t raining, 
I didn’t get off the line. So I didn’t hold out 
much hope for this time. We managed to 
get to the start line OK, then set off to 
tackle the hill. No PCT technique here, it 
was foot to the floor and bounce about 
energetically. With the engine on the rev 
limiter and the wheels spinning frantically 
we crawled up the hill to past the second 
telegraph pole. Quite pleased, I gave up 
at this point as the engine was boiling and 
it was clear we weren’t going to reach the 
A boards. We then set off to rejoin the 
common route to find Calton. We soon 
found this hill and I remembered it from 
last time. Fairly deep ruts but not too 
steep and no sharp bends – we were 
grounding a lot but cleaned it without real 
problem. Five down, eight to go but it was 
to the Bull i’th Thorn for breakfast next. 
 
The timing and organisation here was 
really good. The ‘penalty for early arrival’ 
was obvious in its purpose and it worked 
very well. We checked in, went into the 
servery, got our breakfast straight away 
and went into the dining room to find 
plenty of places to sit. We had an 
enjoyable and relaxed ‘full English’ – just 
what you need after 30 hours without 
sleep! After this refresher stop we were 
on the road again to go to section 6 – 
Haydale. Although the start this year was 
behind a wall round the corner from last 
year’s start, I remembered it. A strange 
hill, flat for most of it through deep rutted 
mud, then a slight climb towards the 
finish. We set off with good speed and 
inertia to get us through the rutted first 
part only to find that on the climb out we 
had punctured and the wheel was rotating 
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inside the tyre. – what bad luck (or bad 
driving!). We had to change the wheel in 
middle of the track so apologies to those 
we delayed. Another fail – urgh!. 
 
So what could we do at Section 7 
Haggside? Well clean it of course – I did 
last year. Rich remembered this hill and 
advised me where the restart was. Just 
around the first right hand corner. I don’t 
believe this one; I came round the corner 
in good control, slowish and chose what I 
thought was the perfect point for a restart 
in a large FWD car. On the flag I let the 
clutch in and the wheels started to spin. 
Instinctively I booted it but all that 
happened was we got a load of tyre 
smoke and clutch smoke so I thought, 
back to the drawing board in this one! A 
frustrating fail. Once again, we rolled 
back a bit, and then drove out! 
 
Next it was the infamous Bamford 
Clough. I was really concerned because 
last year we couldn’t get off the line. This 
year we did get away with little drama 
and set off up the hill at a sensible speed 
picking our way around the worst rough 
bits. Then as it straightened out we went 
for it at a speed, which wouldn’t wreck 
the car. This was fine except once we 
reached the steep concrete slabs the 
wheels spun up and we didn’t have 
enough inertia to take us much beyond 
the escape route holding bay. (I have to 
say I was quite pleased at getting beyond 
there! 
 
So off to Great Hucklow and another long 
queue. I remembered this one and 
suspected we wouldn’t be able to climb 
out over the restart rough bit after the left 
hand turn. I was right. I conceded at that 
point rather than put undue wear on the 
transmission for no benefit. King 
Sterndale was next. We cleaned it and to 
be quite honest I can’t remember what it 
was like – it gets like that after so many 
hills over so many hours! 
 

We then stopped for a welcomed break 
with cakes and tea at Hollingsclough 
Village Hall. Suitably refreshed we went 
the short distance to what is a new hill 
(for me a least) called Rakes Head. It 
went a few yards up the metalled road 
then hairpin left up a steep rough rutted 
track, We were going reasonably well 
until as we were loosing speed in the 
restart box we came up against a large 
boulder in the left hand rut which just 
stopped us dead! Trouble is, by the time 
we reach these points in the hill, we don’t 
have enough speed and/or traction to go 
around an obstacle, or speed up or slow 
down! It’s just a case of keeping burning 
‘til we grind to a halt. We know there’s a 
better way (or better car more like!). 
 
With the end in sight we were looking 
forward to section 12 Excelsior. The 
heavens opened again and it rained for 
about an hour – that must have been the 
hour that we were in yet another queue in 
the narrow lane up to Excelsior. The 
queueing was becoming tedious! 
Eventually we woke up and had a go at 
Excelsior. Fine until the restart, but we 
had no chance of getting away. It took 
about 20 blokes to push the heavy Audi 
until it got going again. I reckon I was 
getting good positions on the restarts, but 
the car is just too heavy to get going 
again on slippery uphill bits! Section 13 
Wigber Low was next and we cleaned it 
but, to be honest I can’t remember it – 
difficult after 36 hours on the go. 
 
Rich and enjoyed the event a lot. We 
accept that queues are inevitable, but we 
did think that at least four, of over and 
hour each was a bit of a drag. The hills 
were very challenging as I’m sure the 
results will bear out and it was good to be 
involved in this significant part of motor 
sport history. I’m sure we’ll be out in the 
Audi again next year – unless it’s broken. 
If that’s the case, we’ve got a couple of 
other odd-ball cars waiting in the wings! 
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The Hockley Heathens on the 
2005 Edinburgh 

by Richard Eaves 
 

F or the week preceding a trial I 
seem to develop a particular 
interest in the weather forecast. 
I doubt if I'm alone in this and 

can imagine Friday’s night forecast 
playing an important part in the choice of 
riding gear. As I write this having just 
completed the event I can assure you 
that more is always best. A wet Friday 
night and dry Saturday was forecast. 
Sure enough as we left the house for the 
20-mile treck up the motorway, it was 
raining well, and had been for some 
hours. By the time we reached the start 
at Tamworth services all clothing was 
holding in the warmth and out the rain, 
that is except the trials boots. Mental 
note to buy waterproof socks prior to the 
Exeter. 
 
Over the last couple of years I have 
been lucky to ride the events with two 
friends: Melvin Poel who has been a 
close friend since school days 35 years 
ago and his son Christopher who enjoys 
mixing the MCC events with other ACTC 
long distance trials, pre 65 and modem 
trials. He is also much younger than the 
two of us and therefore able to read the 
road book at night! As we all come from 
the same village of Hockley Heath we 
have named our team the Hockley 
Heathens and managed to win the 
motorcycle team prize in both this year’s 
Exeter and Lands End. With a good 
result in the Edinburgh we should take 
the club’s team championship. This 
might be a good time to mention the 
extra enjoyment and interest creating a 
team has provided. The majority of the 
motorcycle entrants ride in groups so 
how about a few more team entries. 
Maybe to encourage teams the MCC 
should drop the additional entry fee and 

add a small amount onto the normal 
entry to pay for the extra costs involved. 
 
On reaching Tamworth the rain had 
almost stopped, and time was available 
to view the other machines; it was good 
to see a mix from the small trail bikes, 
British bikes and to an assortment of 
heavyweight monsters. The long 
distance trials seems to attract this mix 
but why doesn't the Testing Trial? I 
would have thought that the Testing Trial 
is the ideal venue to bring out the more 
delicate and/or interesting machine, and 
they don't have to be taxed or tested 
either. Soap box away. 
 
Leaving at 27 minutes after midnight, the 
route followed the normal roads through 
Lichfield and Ashboume to arrive at the 
first section, Havens Hill. Shared with 
the 0 group the section provided a 
relatively easy start. I say 'relatively' as it 
is easy to put a foot down on any of the 
MCC sections. 
 
By section 2, Clough Wood we were 
ahead of time. It was a clear night and 
looking up at the heavens produced a 
thousand stars, something lacking with 
the light pollution at home. Ahead of us 
in the queue was some serious 
machinery: the 750 Honda Afiica twin of 
Paul Negus, the 750 Yamaha twin of 
Peter Stabb, Steve Hart's 600 Kawasaki 
and Nick Bayman's 400 CCM. Peter 
seemed to be having problems with the 
rear tyre, I wonder if the 'tyre weld' held 
for the remainder of the trial. Clough 
Wood was wet and slippery but it 
precludes an enjoyable stretch of 
greenlaning. 
 
After clearing Deep Rake it was off to 
the first special test. The MCC have 
modernised with a red to green starting 
light. So far so good and it’s off to Litton 
Slack. Whilst descending the valley to 
the bottom of the section I watched an 
earlier rider’s attempt, but the 
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disappearance of lights at the half way 
mark suggested an unsuccessful effort. 
Next in line was Paul Negus, but the lack 
of grip afforded by road tyres combined 
with the weight of the machine produced 
a fail early in the section. My turn, the 
section looks much steeper in the dark. 
Both rutted and slippery on the wet 
grass, I was relieved to make the top. 
Litton Slack is a famous old section as is 
the next section, Calton, which produced 
no problems for our trio. 
 

Clear rounds so far as we booked into 
the Bulll'th Thorn for a well-earned 
breakfast. I noticed a book available on 
the counter, 'Ghost Tours in Derbyshire' 
or something like. The date over the 
fireplace suggested the pub’s history 
stretched back to the 1400s so I'm sure 
there is many a strange tale to tell. The 
strict time control exercised in the trial 
produced a nice steady flow of riders in 
and out, with space to sit. Missing out a 
few of the next sections the 0 class 
seemed to be way ahead of time and 
had to wait a long time for sections to 
open. Maybe for them, a one and a half 
hour stop would have corrected the 
problem. 
 

It was a relief to be riding in the daylight 
again, setting off for Haydale. I rode this 
section about three years ago, but this 
time it was more rutted, muddy and 
slippery. Mel put his foot down and with 
it his hopes for a Triple. The gentle climb 
and restart box produced no problems, 
and the long cross country ride following 
was most enjoyable. 
 
Riding through the village of Bamford it 
was not long before we skirted the Lady 
Bower Reservoir for the route up to 
Haggside. Never an easy section with a 
steep and rocky climb through the trees, 
restart box, and then leaving the trees to 
continue up a winding track to the 
summit. Back at the reservoir was a 
holding control, during which the 

heavens opened. The rest of the trial 
was run in even wetter conditions - so 
much for the weather forecast. 
 

Bamford Clough always has me 
wondering about ground clearance, but 
the section seemed in good order with 
any exposed rocks providing a most 
slippery surface, not to be approached 
from the wrong angle. 
 

Arriving at Great Hucklow prior to the 
opening of the section we were 
beckoned past the waiting 0 group. With 
time for a chat, Roger Castle on his 
Suzuki DR250 was obviously enjoying 
the 0 route and was helping others with 
less experience than his own. Roger 
Bibbings was in trouble though faulty 
charging on his BMW meant he had to 
give the section a miss. Must say the 
Vincent Comet outfit of Tim and Angela 
Kingham looked the biz. The later part of 
the section was hard enough with its 
stone step and loose stone boulders and 
I'm glad that there was no restart this 
year. The 0 group turned off prior to the 
step. 
 

King Sterndale was a new section to me, 
a grassy climb with care not to hit a 
fallen tree on the one side or the stone 
wall on the other, both forewarned by the 
start marshal. 
 

Tea and cakes at the village hall in 
Hollingsclough is an important part of the 
club’s activities, this involvement with 
local people is so often seen in our trials. 
Then it was only a short ride to another 
new section of Rakes Head. The start is 
on the road turning off with a hairpin 
rising steeply up a grass lane with a 
restart box to claim a few unfortunates, 
which I'm sure it did. Certainly Bob 
Dixon's Yamaha TY will need a new 
headlamp, but then he is hoping to have 
the 250 Laverda up and running by the 
next trial. 
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The next two sections of Excelsior and 
Wigber Low were cleaned to lead on to 
the second special test. Again lights for 
the start, stopping across line B and 
continuing to line C. I am never sure if 
the marshal at line B is satisfied that I 
have stopped, would it be possible for 
them to sound a whistle when you have 
satisfied the requirement? 
 
What can I say about the Bull ‘Ith Thorn, 
a raging open fire, food, drink and a 
merry group of people, shame we've got 
the ride home still to come. 
 
Many thanks to all those who helped with 
the trial, I enjoyed the format this year 

and congratulate Ian Bates for providing 
a good balance of severity to the 
sections. I am considering in the future 
entering a more fragile machine in the 0 
group and was pleased to see that they 
ran with the main trial, but the sections 
they attempted would not have been 
machine breakers for either motor cycles 
or cars. 
 
How did we do? Well Chris and I claimed 
Golds whilst Mel claimed a Bronze. 
Good enough to claim the Team 
Championship I hope and maybe the 
team prize for this trial as well. The gold 
also provides Chris with his first 'triple', 
but somehow I do not think his last. For 

The 2005 Edinburgh Trial  
by John Parsons 

 

I t was with some trepidation that Dot 
and I set off to compete in our first 
classic trial since this year’s Exeter. 
The weather forecast was showers, 

but from leaving Milton Keynes in clear 
moonlight skies I thought hopefully that 
the weather people had got it wrong.  
 
Being an ex rally stages competitor of 
over 30 years I persuaded Dot to opt for 
the Tulip road book with the normal road 
book as backup and I must congratulate 
Don Barrow on his efforts, the route was 
in my opinion, much easier to follow, with 
distances far more accurate between 
junctions.  
 
Leaving Tamworth services at 3.20 am 
and still none of that promised rain we 
took a leisurely 2 hr - 44 mile drive to 
section 1 Haven Hill which was a smooth 
hard surface track that just about the 
whole field cleaned. With only 15 miles 
to section 2 and almost 1 hour to get 
there, only the class 0 vehicles 
bypassing it, we expected a slight delay 
despite doing the dog leg for petrol. On 

arrival at the start in the still night air we 
could hear motor bikes attempting the 
Clough Wood section in fact long before 
we reached the section begins the whole 
of the remaining field had joined the 
queue. The apparent reason for the 
delay was the deep, rough slippery ruts 
in the approach area to the restart box, 
which even if you didn't have to do the 
restart, made for a tricky climb. 23 bikes 
and 18 cars failed. A short 12.5 mile trip 
in the SUN, brought us to section 3 Deep 
Rake where the entire field cleaned the 
section to continue onto special test 1. 
Now a cruise through the Dales in 
splendid sunshine to Dot's least liked 
approach to any section, Litton Slack, 
one of the few sections where you can 
observe at least 30 to 40 competitors 
attempting to get to the start line and 
then bounce for all their worth to get to 
the summit. The C of C had scrubbed 
the restart and tyre pressures were free. 
Twelve bikes managed a very muddy 
'clean'. The vast majority of cars, 
including myself, lost forward momentum 
about half way up. At this point my only 
criticism of the tulip road book came, 
after returning down the section through 
the gate I asked Dot what the failure 
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route was at the back of the road book, 
to which she informed me that there 
wasn't one, scrabble in the back and 
locate the normal route instructions, find 
appendix 1V and read. Something went 
wrong here, either I was dazzled by the 
sun, or had brainfade, but I got lost, 
eventually in 2 miles coming to a T-
junction in a village not on route. We saw 
other competitors sitting at the roadside 
scratching their heads, turning round, 
coming back, going the other way etc. 
My excuse is that it was only the second 
time in 10 years that I had failed Litton 
and on that occasion I had followed 
another competitor out to common route.  
 
Back on route 12 miles to section 5 
Calton, no queue so straight up, 
surprised that there was no mud after the 
first bend nor on the tighter left-hander 
up to the end. Half a mile onto the 
holding control before breakfast, where 
there was a penalty for early arrival at 
the Bull ith Thorn Some hopes!! to find 
that we are now only running an hour 
late. Well organised food and seating for 
everyone and time to have a wash and 
brushup etc!  
 
Oh dear, the promised rain is with us on 
route to section 6 Haydale. This is a 
section that required grunt to get through 
the early part where there are deep 
muddy ruts with a rocky base, then 
bearing round to the right, steepening 
and getting rougher. Of course at this 
point the R box appears, 21 bikes and 9 
cars failed the section, which we 
managed to clean at the cost of our first 
puncture in 3 years.  
 
I was so out of practice at roadside 
wheel changing that first of all I hadn't 
placed the jack far enough to the rear 
which only succeeded in lifting the front 
wheel, then just as I got the rear wheel in 
the air, the jack fell over and got trapped 
under the sump guard, I don't think 
formula 1 teams will be after my services 

in the pits as the whole operation took 30 
mins and a sore shoulder.  
 
Fortunately for me probably the longest 
road mileage between sections allowed 
some respite before the rough and 
bumpy Haggside. It's just as well class 0 
cars were not asked to climb this but I 
bet the bikers must have had their teeth 
rattled and arms aching by the time the 
summit was reached. 4 cars with yours 
truly in the 4th, set off through the 3 
gated road down to the main road and it 
has never happened to me before. The 
first car passenger jumped out, opened 
the gate, his driver went through and 
pulled over to let us by, this was 
repeated at the next 2 gates, when it was 
my turn to do the opening and shutting 
there weren't any more gates! Thanks 
guys.  
 
Back up the road to the holding control 
who waved us straight through into 
Bamford Clough, my most failed section 
in years. Determined not to fail this year I 
attacked with care up to that B...... 
restart, managed to get off it only to 
loose traction 12 inches later and stop. 
For us I think this is where the rot set in 
as the next section Great Hucklow to my 
mind has had the most impossible restart 
on any section (see later in the report) 
and I'm yet to master it. All credit to those 
30 crews that did. Twenty miles to 
recover and a relaxing section King 
Sterndale only managed to catch out 2 
bikes, 5 cars and 2 class 0 cars, followed 
by a very welcome tea break in the 
village hall for 10 minutes before onto 
observed section 11 Rakes Head. It must 
have been something in the water at the 
village hall as 43 bikes and 51 cars failed 
this one. Ten miles down the road we 
came to this new section some 
masochist must have dreampt up calling 
it Excelsior. Starting on the right hand 
side of the road in 5 yards turn left 
through a gap in the hedge to be 
confronted with a boulder strewn steep 
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climb up 20 yards to the granddaddy of 
all diabolical restarts. On the marshal's 
flag, raise the revs, ease out the clutch, 
ease off the hand brake and with wheels 
turning forward, move backwards. 24 
bikes and 82 cars failed to clear the box 
at first attempt. Even if and when you got 
past the restart you were confronted with 
gulleys criss crossing the track 
interspersed with rocks the size of 
footballs which even class 0 had to 
attempt the section. I would have 
thought this would have frightened off 
any potential new comer to classic trials 
for life!  

Onto the last section in 11 miles Wigber 
Low with a not too difficult restart for 
most classes. I think I must have 
stopped on the slimiest cowpat in 
Derbyshire. Well that’s my excuse for 
not getting off! Then it was up to 
Moneystones for special test 2 where 
the persistant rain made traction hard to 
find in places. Back up the road to the 
Bull ‘ith Thorn only 1 hour later than 
schedule. On reflection one of the 
toughest Edinburgh trials in years for me 
and I swear all that rain had shrunk most 
of the restart boxes giving very little 
option of positioning. 

The 29th Ebworth Classic Trial 
by Nigel Moss 

 

S 
troud & District Motor Clubs 
association with Ebworth 
Woods began way back in the 
bad winter of 1963. Alan Hobbs, 

brother of Ken Hobbs, and the 
grandfather of our 2005 event clerk of 
the course, Paul Bartleman, needed to 
get the Hobbs Brothers Mobile Shop into 
the cut off village of Sheepscombe. All 
roads leading to and from the village 
were blocked, but Alan managed to get 
permission from Mr Workman to travel 
through the less snow-covered tracks in 
the wood of the Ebworth Estate with his 
vehicle. Ken and Alan later approached 
Mr Workman with a view to organising a 
trial within the estate, so the long 
association began. 
 
Trials were run in the early 60s in the 
form of The Winter Trial and then in 1967 
the Ebworth Chase Rally began, which 
continued well into the 90s.  For a few 
years during the 70s ‘The Cotswold 
Clouds’ ran through Ebworth, tackling 
some of the sections still used today, two 
being Beechwood and Kennel (now 
renamed Nowhere) together with a few 
others. 2005 competitors Dudley Sterry 

and Simon Woodall will I am sure 
remember it well. 
 
In 1977 the Ebworth Trial began in its 
present form, with competitors competing 
for the overall award of the ‘S&DMC 
Trophy’ 
 
Moving away from the past and on to the 
present, 40 cars and their occupants 
gathered on a gloomy Autumn morning 
to tackle 12 sections 3 times plus 2 
special tests. Competitors were split into 
2 groups, with classes 1,2,3 & 4 heading 
off to section 1 ‘Butlers Grove’ and 
classes 6,7 & 8 Section 7 ‘Shady 
Bottom’. With rain forecast for later in the 
day everyone was keen to get on. 
 
O/S 1 ‘Butlers Grove’ only claimed one 
failure on the first run then there was a 
short run to O/S.2 ‘Elder Hill’. This hill 
was only introduced into the event 3 
years ago, and is a short, sharp, steep 
bank, levelling out through the trees, and 
finishing with a 90 degree left to the end 
board. With only 6 failures here the dry 
conditions looked as if they were going to 
give the organisers problems stopping 
the more competitive cars. 
 
At O/S 3 ‘Carols’ points were starting to 
be dropped, notable cleans included 



41 

Gary Browning VW Beetle, Rick Neale 
Dutton Melos, Russell Clarke Ford Imp 
and the Marlins of Bryan Phipps and Tim 
Smith. O/S 4 ‘Beechwood’ (a real classic 
section worthy of any classic trial), 
caused a few surprise failures from 
Simon Woodall VW Buggy, Tony 
Underhill Triumph Special and Robert 
Gegg Troll.   
 
With scores looking as if they could be 
close at the end of the day special test 
times could be quite important, the Ford 
Escort of Richard Hayward took fastest 
time of the day with a time of 23.9 and 
Nigel Moss is his Troll clocking a time of 
24.3. 
 
With the sky now darkening, and it only 
being mid morning, some competitors 
were finding it necessary to attempt 
sections using their headlights. 
 
Unfortunately Kelly Thomas was the first 
to retire after only competing 9 sections, 
when the starter motor of her Ford Escort 
had had enough. Chris Walls Cannon 
suffered diff problems similar to the ones 
he incurred on the Kyrle, and the same 
problem ended the Ford Escort of Roger 
Apews day. 
 

‘Lakeside’ and ‘Devils Hill’ saw a few 
scores dropped, but cleans seemed par 
for the course for most cars.  ‘Shady 
Bottom’ proved to the real stopper of the 
day so far, the best scores here in class 3 
came from the Ford Escorts of Simon 
Groves, Nigel Green and Dick Bolt all 
making the 3 marker. Special test 2 times 
were topped by two class 8 cars, the Troll 
of Nigel Moss 23.8 and Carl Talbot’s 
Trials Master recording a time of 24.1. 
 

‘Cotswold Avenue’ was not for the faint 
hearted, and saw only one saloon car go 
clear, this was the Hillman Imp of Ian 
Moss, other clears included Andrew 
Martin in his Melos, and one to watch out 
for in the future, young Ryan Tonkin in 
his home built VW Special. 

 
A planned 45-minute lunch break took 
place at 1 pm. Due to the dry conditions 
and the slick organisation most 
competitors had already completed 2 
rounds. Class leaders at this point were, 
David Haizelden - VW Golf, Richard 
Hayward - Ford Escort, Ian Moss - 
Hillman Imp, Gary Browning - VW Beetle, 
Andrew Martin - Melos and Carl Talbot - 
Trialsmaster.  
 
There had also been two more 
retirements both from class 7, the Marlins 
of Bryan Phipps and Jonathan Toulmin. 
By the 1.45 pm re-start time, the 
predicted rain had started to fall quite 
steadily and conditions were to change 
dramatically. 
 
The 12 sections of round 3 could have 
been from another trial, and a number of 
competitors were heard to say that it had 
turned into 2 trials in 1 day. There were a 
number of winners and losers on the final 
12 sections. ‘Carols’, ‘Beechwood’ and 
the well placed restart on ‘Workmans 
Tump’ caused a mixture of problems for 
many. Bill Foreshew - GVS, Mike 
Workman – GVS and Nigel Moss – Troll 
all failing to get away. 
 
Not the best of conditions for the large 
number of marshals to end their day, but 
for the organisers the best way to get a 
result through the natural elements of our 
British weather. 
A very large crowd gathered for the 
results at the Fostons Ash Pub only a 
mile away, where good food and beer 
were served and the hospitality very 
welcoming. A very big thank you to the 
organisers Paul Bartleman, Paul Eamer, 
Emma Flay and Nicola Wainwright, and 
to their many helpers. Also to the 
numerous marshals, of which many were 
regular classic trials competitors doing 
their ‘bit’. 
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Exmoor Clouds 2005  
by Nick Farmer 

 

W ith last year’s Exmoor 
Clouds trial finishing up in 
the dark and with some 
sections cancelled due to 

lateness, was this going to be another 
Exmoor Clouds with long delays and 
good headlights a must...let’s see? 
 

My passenger, Alan Selwood and I set 
off from Taunton for the start venue 
Raleighs X Inn at about 7pm, preferring 
to be early at our own club’s trial, so that 
we can catch up with friends and have a 
coffee. We had also arranged to meet 
Tim and Andy Hellings at 7.30am, who-
were out in the class 4 Beetle-fresh from 
a class win on the Exe Valley trial in only 
their second event in the car. (look out 
Mr Dyer !)We arrived on time, got 
scrutineered; signed-on also to find out 
we were traveling marshals, and had a 
coffee but still no Tim, we tried to ‘phone 
him but no luck and he eventually turned 
up after having fuel pump problems 
about 10 minutes before his start time, 
so it was a very quick scrutineering and 
signing on for him. 
 

We left the start for the first section 
TARRCOTT, which was quite rutty and 
not many cars were getting up. This 
resulted in a 2-hour delay for some cars 
near the back as it was taking a while to 
turn the cars around that had failed.  
Harvey Waters in the Pop went well here 
to be the only clean in class 7 'as did 
Adrian Dommett to be the only clean of 
the lower classes in the Wolseley. Keith 
Sanders and Pete Barr also climbed well 
to score 4. A notable fail here was Steve 
Vincent in his Austin special who 
dropped 12 with running problems. 
 

The next section for classes 1-5 was 
STORRIDGE LANE. This hill was new to 
the Clouds as far as I know. This was a 
fairly straight track in a field, which 

followed a tree line and it was quite 
boggy with a step just before going 
through a gate. This step nearly 
accounted for Paul Allaway, who was 
bouncing for Adrian Dommett, as he 
nearly got thrown out of the car. Cleans 
here were Dave Haizelden in the Golf, 
Pete Barr in the Beetle, Adrian Dommett 
and us. Also a good climb here by Ben 
Johnson in the little Vauxhall Nova to 
pinch a point off of Mike Collins . 
 

Whilst we were at Storridge Lane classes 
6, 7 and 8 were doing the infamous 
PORT LANE. The only clears here were 
Minehead boys Steve Vincent and Ross 
Norman, although Paul Bartleman 
scored 1 and Dudley Sterry 2. 
 

Next up was STONEY LANE, a gentle 
straight to start, then a sharp right turn 
and a climb onto some very large and 
rough rocks. Perhaps a section that is a 
bit too rough at the top? Ray Goodright 
cleaned the hill to be the only non-class 
8 car to do so. Other very good climbs 
were Bill Bennett in the MG and Tristan 
White in the Escort, both scoring 3. 
 

Next up was a cracking section 
appropriately named SKI SLOPE, it 
seemed quite dry when we got there so 
we kept the tyres up a bit. We 
successfully climbed the hill to see Dave 
Dyer at the top, who was chuffed to bits 
with cleaning the hill and thought he may 
have been the first ever class 4 to do so. 
(Sorry Dave but Ade Marfell and Giles 
Greenslade have also seen the top in a 
class 4 car) Sticker Martin lost ground to 
the class leaders here as he attacked the 
hill a bit too much and got crossed up 
when the car leapt out of the ruts costing 
him 8 marks. 
 

We traveled through the picturesque 
village of Wootten Courtenay to arrive at 
the BRATTON SPECIAL TEST, a nice 
simple test with no reversing through 
some cones, round a tree or two to stop 
astride the line. Fastest person here who 
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was not to retire was Mike Collins in the 
Golf with a time of 20 seconds. We had 
no problems and recorded a time of 24 
seconds. This was followed by the 
BRATTON section, which was dry, tight 
and twisty and through some trees. We 
saw Dave Dyer reverse into a tree here 
whilst positioning himself on the start line. 
(Good job the special test was forward 
only Dave!) 
 

A short trip down the road took us to OLD 
BRAKE, this was a grass section up onto 
the top of a steep hill with not much room 
to turn at the top so much so that Harvey 
managed to get the Pop stuck on top of 
the hill after cleaning the section and 
needed some assistance to get back 
down. A notable fail here was Charlie 
Shopland who dropped a 6. 
 

We then did a couple miles of off-roading 
to get to AVILLE BALL, a nice long 
section with a new loop this year round a 
tree at the 8 and 9 marker, this was to 
catch out Tim Hellings and Dave Dyer 
both in Beetles and also Jonathan 
Toulmin in the Marlin. 
 

A little further down the road was 
VINEGAR HILL, this saw the retirement 
of Paul Bartleman, who bent the 
suspension on the Troll as he clouted a 
tree an the way out of the section after 
clearing it. We had no major problems 
here and off to the next one. 
 

We now entered MADDOCKS, which 
was a different section this year starting 
off on rough grass before turning right up 
through a gully to the top of the field. Not 
too bad a section although Ian Davis 
dropped 2 marks here in the VW Buggy. 
 

A mile down the road took us to the 
DRUIDS SPECIAL TEST, which again 
was nice and easy, just a right turn round 
a cone and then a slalom of 5 cones to 
stop astride the line. Fastest time here 
was Arnie Martin in the Dutton with 17 
seconds. We had no problems and 
stopped the clocks at 20 seconds. Up the 

track was the DRUIDS section, which 
hadn't been used on the Clouds for a few 
years. Starting in a gateway the section is 
a gradual left turn along a hedgerow with 
some ruts at the top, which throw you all 
over the place. This saw some strange 
lines being taken by some competitors 
including yours truly! Sticker Martin had a 
very good climb here to clean the section 
especially considering the ruts at the top. 
 

EASTERN WOOD was up next and there 
was a slight delay of about 15 minutes, 
which gave us all time to think about what 
was ahead. A long slippery section with a 
split left for classes 6, 7 and 8. For us 
though it got very slippery near the top 
and we slithered to a halt for a 3. Bill 
Bennett, Mike Collins and Keith Sanders 
all managed a 2 and nobody cleaned the 
section, although Adrian Dommett gave it 
a good shot to score 1. 
 

The final section was HOOK HILL, a 
short hill with a 90-degree right bend, 
which had to be taken with full 
commitment to. get to  the top. Excellent 
climbs here by Sticker Martin and Keith 
Sanders to clear it, also Arnie Martin as 
the only class 7 out the top. Adrian 
Dommett knocked his way to a 5 with a 
very sick sounding Wolsley, but managed 
to get back to the finish to sign off.3rd 
overall was Adrian Dommett with an 
excellent run dropping just 10 marks and 
claiming valuable Wheelspin points and 
2nd overall was Ross Norman in the 
Deere special dropping 8. The overall 
winner was Ian Davis in the VW Buggy 
on just 6 marks. 
 

All in all an absolutely cracking event 
much improved over recent years, held 
mainly in good weather with a good mix 
of sections and most people finished 
pretty much on time. Well done to all the 
marshals who did an excellent job and a 
very big thank you to Nick Hutchings and 
his organising team, I think you definitely 
got it right this time and I can't wait 'til 
next year. 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

T he weekend after the Lupin Trial –see Section Ends June 2005 edition – the 
very active Sporting Owner Drivers’ Club ran a production car trial which, 
because road events were still banned, attracted a number of classic 
“types”. Tom Coggin, former Assistant Clerk of the Course of the Edinburgh 

Trial was joined by Glyn and Geoff Jackson, 1936 Singer 9 Sports driver Ian 
Blackburn, Volkswagen exponents Les Hillier, Simon Woodall, Murray MacDonald, 
Keith Turner, Ray Carpenter, Chris Waldron and myself plus the then regular MCC 
stalwart Sue Halkyard driving her well prepared Austin 7. Against a total entry of 49 I 
was the only driver to incur penalties, which remained in single figures and won the 
trial outright both on points and using Index of Performance. I also dropped the 
minimum points and subsequently gained a class win the following month on the MG 
Car Clubs (South East Centre) Phoenix Trial held at Tunnel Hill, Aldershot also 
winning the Team Award together with Ray Carpenter and Keith Turner who also 
drove Beetles. However, the overall winner on this occasion using Index of 
Performance was the late John Simmons-Hodge driving his Ford Popular. 
 

 
Ian Blackburn – 1936 Singer 9 Sports 
1973 Land’s End Trial – Bluehills 
Mine Ian and his Singer have been 
regular campaigners in trials since he 
entered his first production car trial 
near Aldershot in 1968 and followed 
it with a full season in 1969. His first 
classic trial was the 1971 Land’s End 
where he missed some sections but 
was classified as a finisher.  He was 
at one time a member of the A.C.T.C. 
until as he states  “….that became a 
South West England Organisation”. 
(Remember the Derbyshire 
Conquest, the White Peaks, the 

Chase Clouds ?). He now competes in VSCC events, at least up until April 2004 
when he crashed the car. It is currently eighty per-cent rebuilt and Ian is looking 
forward to returning to the hills. In MCC trials he has won a number of Silver and 
Bronze medals but a Gold has eluded him 
 
It was about this time that I first came into contact with David Turner – he of Citroen 
and more latterly BMW fame – who was working for VW main Agents, Wolfe Garage 
at Westerham, Kent. As I have stated hitherto in this magazine David is an engineer 
par excellence – he rebuilt my 1997 double ACTC Crackington Cup and Triple Award 
winning Reliant SS1 – see Re-Start March 1998. David and I held discussions during 
the summer months (he was not competing in trials in 1974) whereupon a decision 
was made to achieve more power from my 1302 S Beetle, which had now covered 
44,000 trouble free trials miles, by installing a 1776 cc engine and fitting a Reece-
Fish carburettor. 
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Aaron Haizelden brings home the silver (again,,,,,,,,)      
Do you want to swap? No way… Andrew Martin and Paul Bartleman. 
 
 

Robin Moore awards the Tractor  Tug Trophy to Alan Selwood, but who is that 
suspicious looking guy  at the back?? Could it be Giles……? 

(Photos by Lens2Image) 

 
 
 
More 
ACTC 
Dinner 
Dance 
photos 
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Whilst the fuel situation was improving and road classics were permitted during the 
latter part of 1974 my first event with the new engine was Falcon Motor Club’s 
Autumn Trial held on the 15th September at Milk Hall Farm, Chesham. Although 
considerable rain had fallen during the previous weeks the surfaces were not as tricky 
as had been expected apart from a slippery speed test to decide ties. I achieved a 
class win with my more powerful mount but I was really more interested in how the 
car would perform on traditional trials sections. I did not have to wait long as one of 
the most popular trials in the South West, at the time, Woolbridge Motor Club’s Vogue 
Motors quickly followed. My navigator for that event was Dave Turner and we were 
joined by Richard Gibbs from Warlingham Surrey, who happened to be a news editor 
for the Surrey Mirror. He welcomed the chance to report upon a little known sector of 
motor sport particularly in that part of England. A précis of his report follows: 
 

“It is 4.00 am and all is quiet on the Warlingham front. The urgent roar of the alarm 
has been stifled by a groping hand. At 4.45 arrive at chez Greenslade and within 
minutes Dave Turner arrives. He is regarded as something of a mechanical genius 
and prepares Dennis’s car. 

 
At 5.10 after loading two spare wheels the 1776 cc VW engine coughs into life like 
an early morning smoker. The unique exhaust system, one of the few non-standard 
parts, emits a throaty roar that wouldn’t be out of place on the Brand’s Hatch 
starting grid. Spotlights blazing we slip out of Lingfield en route for Weymouth where 
the trial is to begin.  
 

8.30 and we arrive in Weymouth. Dennis sights a rival, a bright orange VW with 
wide wheels which looks out of place along the pine-treed front and exchanges 
friendly greetings with the driver of a blue Singer Chamois. Rumour has it that the 
woodland bends are very tight which won’t suit the VW. 
 

At 9.21 we line up in a farmyard full of smells and Dennis goes off to inspect the first 
obstacle. In those days drivers were permitted to walk the sections. It’s a 1 in 3 
climb with a left hand 
bend half way up and 
cars on “grip tyres” are 
required to stop  on the 
steepest part and pull 
away again. We reach 
the summit without 
penalty. We head for 
five sections at Hardy’s 
monument. The first is 
in a hollow which looks 
tight but not too slippery. 
The course is 
negotiated with ease but 
minutes later Dennis 
drops four penalties 
when the Beetle fails to 
fully climb a steep hill”. 

                
Dennis Greenslade – 1974 Conquest Trial. 
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It was in this guise that the 1302S Beetle 
competed in the Vogue Motors trial. In 
those days “town and country” pattern 
tyres and advertising were permitted. 
 
Although one of the highest climbs I just 
failed to reach the top of this very steep 
section in a chalk quarry and it took two 
Land Rovers to extricate the car, it being 
considered too dangerous to reverse. As 
soon as the Beetle stopped my 
passenger, whose name I cannot recall, 
jumped out fearing that the car might slip 
back over a sheer drop. 
 

“The signposts point to Bridport as we 
speed westwards to Knowle Hill. This 
looks more of a match for an Alpine 
railway than a Beetle. It is exceedingly 
steep and narrow with high verticle 
walls. Dennis and I are half-way up the 
course when a roar from behind 
indicates that the first competitor is on 
his way. Two pairs of legs start running 
and searching for cover – but there is 
none. Finally in desperation we flatten 
ourselves against the mud wall as a 
Hillman Imp charges past, missing us 
by inches. I take refuge in a gateway 
where observers will be timing a 
special speed test. 
 
It is now 11.15 and the VW has little 
difficulty getting up Know Hill where 
Dennis coaxes it over the speed test in 
15.2 seconds – the fastest so far. 
Lunch break is spent at a woodland 
clearing complete with beer tent .Dave 
complains at having to spend as much 
as 15p for a  can of lager.  
 
At 1.20 pm it starts to rain but by 1.50 
we have completed five woodland 
sections without more penalty points. 
We then leave the woods and head for 
the tank testing ground at Bovington 
camp. No trouble with the tank 
sections although Dennis and I have to 
push hard to stop a Fiat rolling over. 
The sections have been steep and 

winding and many competitors have 
incurred penalties – but not the VW. 
Dennis knows that he is still neck and 
neck with two rivals, the blue Singer 
being on  point ahead with another VW 
close behind. However we believe that 
we are in second place as one of the 
leaders struggled on the tank course 
and dropped thirteen points. 
 
3.55 pm. It’s all over as far as Dennis’s 
chances of winning are concerned. On 
the penultimate section he goes wide 
around  a tree to avoid deep ruts and 
clouts a marker with the front end. 
Three penalty points. Back at the finish 
there’s another setback. The blue 
Singer has beaten us but Dennis finds 
that the orange VW has the same 
number of penalty points but was 0.1 
seconds faster on the speed test. That 
puts us third in our class.  The Beetle 
has now finished fifty three trials 
events without once retiring”  

 
A journalists view of a classic trial in the 
mid 1970s. The driver of the Singer 
Chamois was Peter Durrant who on 
three penalties won the award for the 
best performance by a member of 
Woolbridge Motor Club and the Beetle 
on an equal seven penalties which was 
0.1 seconds quicker on the timed test 
was Simon Durling who later competed 
in sporting car trials. 

Restart now has the 
budget for more colour 
pages, so please send 
your photographs! 
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MOTORCYCLE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
Championship registration 
Readers will recall that registration 
arrangements were changed for 2005 to 
harmonise motorcycle competitors with 
car competitors, requiring a positive 
membership registration with the ACTC 
in order to compete in the two 
championships. 
 
Over the past nine months the changes 
and membership of the ACTC have been 
actively promoted through articles in 
Trail, the membership magazine for the 
Trail Riders Fellowship and the Motor 
Cycling Club’s Triple magazine. 
 

I am pleased to report that as at the end 
of September 5 drivers have registered 
for the Red Rose Bowl and 24 for the 
Pouncy Championships. 
 
The 2005 Championships  
In terms of current championship 
positions, after the Exe Valley trial, Chris 
Poel is leading the Pouncy 
Championship on 51 points, some way 
ahead of Roger Tushingham on 35 and 
Andy Westlake on 31. Andy and Anita 
Petherick lead the fight for the Rose 
Bowl on 41 points, ten ahead of last 
year’s Champions, Trevor Griffiths and 
Alison Nutt. 
 
The 2006 Championships 
The 2006 Championship calendar is 
shaping up nicely and promises 14 solo 
rounds and 13 sidecar rounds. 
Regrettably, due to the fact that some 
clubs use week numbers and some 
dates, the dates for some of the rounds 
in the autumn have had to be 
rescheduled. This means that the Hardy 
and Neil Westcott trials are both 

scheduled for 26th November, however 
the BMC&LCC has offered to exchange 
dates with the Woolbridge Club and we 
hope that a clash will be avoided in the 
final calendar.  
 
Lights 
Scrutineering issues were discussed at 
the AGM on 25th September and it was 
agreed that a section mirroring the MCC 
provisions would be included in the 2006 
regulations. The eligibility of motorcycles 
without lights for ACTC daytime events 
was also discussed and it was agreed 
that it would be for individual clubs to 
decide if the regulations for their events 
should require lights. 
 
Motorcycle Tyres 
Readers will recall that in the last issue 
of Restart, I sought views on the vexed 
issue of tyres for large capacity trail 
bikes with 17’’ rims.  
 

The MCC Committee discussed this 
issue at their August meeting and 
approved a revised regulation which will 
ease the difficulties of obtaining tyres 
that will stand up to road use on powerful 
machines, yet be some use in trials. The 
revised regulation was circulated to MCC 
members in September and was 
considered and adopted by the ACTC at 
its own AGM on the 25th September. The 
plain English version to appear in the 
ACTC regulations for 2006 is set out 
below: 

 
5.2.1 Tyres must be road legal and 
suitable for road use. Tyres must appear 
in the tyre manufacturers range 
catalogue or tyre specification lists 
available to the general public and be 
normally available from commercial or 
retail sources for use on the Public 
Highway. Tyres must be manufactured to 
comply with the European Tyre and Rim 
Technical Organisation (ETRTO) 
requirements in respect of load and 
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speed codes and have a minimum 
service description of 45M. It is the 
competitor's responsibility to ensure that 
the tyres fitted to his/her machine carry 
the correct toad and speed rating. (Note: 
We advise all motorcycle competitors 
that soft compound trials tyres are 
unsuitable for ACTC trials using the 
public road. These tyres suffer from 
excessive wear, causing the break-up of 
the tyre, making them extremely 
dangerous.) 

 
5.2.2 The space between the tread 
blocks must NOT extend across the 
complete tyre, measured at right angles 
to the tyre wall, unless broken by a 
block. Tread patterns of tyres as 
manufactured must NOT be cut or 
altered in any way. 
 
5.2.3 Motorcycle Standard Road Tyres 
are defined as having in principle a gap 
between the tread blocks NOT 
exceeding 6 mm, and a maximum tread 

depth of 10 mm. (The distance between 
tread block corners at diagonal groove 
intersection may exceed these 
dimensions). These dimensions will 
apply irrespective of machine 
manufacturer’s or tyre manufacturer’s 
statements. 
5.2.4 Motorcycles with unusual sized 
wheels, i.e. other than 18/19", should 
refer to the ACTC Motorcycle Specialist 
to explore their options. 
5.2.5 Organisers of events may restrict 
the use of certain tyres in the 
supplementary regulations for the event. 
5.2.6 Three-wheelers (Class E) may use 
motorcycle tyres, as defined above, or 
tyres complying with the regulations for 
car tyres. T.he vehicle manufacturer's 
standard tyre section must not be 
exceeded 
 
Keith Johnston   
keith.johnston2@virgin.net   
01225 760415 
260, Hill Street, Hilperton, Trowbridge, 
Wiltshire, BA14 7RS 

Bike no 5 on the Exe Valley—Sorry I 
don’t know who you are. 
 

(Photo by Steve Day) 
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Championship 
Chat .  

 
Seems a long time since the last Restart 
before the summer break, and a lot has 
happened in the various championships 
since the season resumed. 
 
In the Wheelspin  Adrian Dommett 
now has Ian Davis a mere four points 
behind with Ross Norman only one 
point behind Ian and with both  having 
scored one event less than Adrian the 
positions could well change over the 
next couple of trials. 
 
Andrew Martin is currently on his own 
in fourth place with Simon Woodall in 
fifth.  Simon has a whole cluster of 
drivers within a couple of points of him, 
which means that the minor places are 
still up for grabs. 
 
Incidentally, all the comments about 
table positions in all the championships 
are before applying the Edinburgh and 
Tamar results. 
 
The Crackington is just as close as the 
Wheelspin with Bill Bennett leading the 
way by just under five points from Dave 
Haizelden.   Only twelve points cover 
the next six places so there is likely to be 
major changes before the cup-winning 
positions are finalised. 
 
The Team Championship is now very 
much a one-horse race with the FWD All 
Stars II trio of Adrian Dommett, Dave 
Haizelden and Michael Collins over 80 
points clear of their nearest rivals.   If the 
new Team rules (see below) to be 
introduced for 2006 work we can expect 
a closer contest next year. 
 
 

The Navigator’s Championship is led 
by some familiar names with Liz 
Bennett leading the way by five points 
from Judy Phillips with Aaron 
Haizelden not far behind, and with three 
events in hand over Liz. 
 
Due to space restrictions in this issue 
only the Crackington table will be 
included, but up-to-date tables are 
always available over on the ACTC 
website. 
 
Team Championship 2006 
In an attempt to inject some life into the 
Team Championship the rules for this 
have been changed for 2006: 
 
*Teams my now consist of up to four 
nominated members  
*Best three scores on any single event 
will count. 
*Three members of the Team must 
qualify as finishers for the Team to score 
*No more than two members of the 
Team to be in the top ten of the final 
2005 Crackington table.  
 
With these changes its is hoped that 
more teams will be encouraged to enter, 
with the inclusion of a  ‘spare’ member 
covering retirements and absences, 
allowing more teams to score in more 
events. The restriction on the 
Crackington Top Ten should spread the 
expert drivers over more teams, 
providing closer competition. So, for 
2006 I expect to be inundated with Team 
entries and to have a close fought 
competition. 
 
2006 Entry Forms 
One of these should be included with 
this edition of Restart. My usual plea to 
get the completed forms back to me as 
early as possible is made again.  Last 
year the response was excellent.If you 
know anyone who doesn’t receive 
Restart and who would like to join the 
Championships then the Entry Form will 
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be on the website or I can send out extra 
copies if you let me know.   Please also 
remember that membership is based on 
the calendar year, so if you joined part 
way through 2005 you’ll need to rejoin 
from Jan 1 2006 to keep receiving the 
events SRs and the 2006 Restart. 
 
One final point; the cost of entry for car 
and motorcycle championship 

contenders is now £17 for 2006.  All 
other fees remain the same. 
 
It only remains now for me to wish you all 
a Happy Christmas and New Year and I’ll 
expect to see some of you out on the 
Hardy and the Allen.  
 

Chris 

Crackington Table 2005 After:
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Bill Bennett 5.0 9.4 9.6 10.3 5.0 9.3 9.2 10.6 9.2 77.6 77.6 9
David Haizelden 5.0 10.6 10.5 5.0 10.5 10.5 10.3 10.3 72.7 72.7 8
Adrian Dommett 5.0 10.4 10.6 5.0 10.3 10.2 9.6 10.2 71.3 71.3 8
Ross Norman 10.0 8.0 9.0 5.0 8.0 8.8 10.8 10.0 69.6 69.6 8
Andrew Martin 5.0 11.0 10.0 1.0 11.0 10.6 7.0 11.0 66.6 66.6 8
Harvey Waters 8.9 9.5 10.8 1.0 5.0 8.6 10.0 10.0 63.8 63.8 8
Tristan White 9.9 8.5 7.8 9.0 9.8 8.6 9.5 63.1 63.1 7
David Dyer 9.5 10.6 9.6 10.2 9.4 10.6 59.9 59.9 6
Ian Davis 3.0 3.0 11.0 11.0 6.8 9.8 11.0 55.6 55.6 7
Michael Collins 3.0 9.6 9.5 5.0 R 9.5 9.3 9.3 55.2 55.2 7
Sticker Martin 5.0 10.9 10.5 5.0 7.0 7.6 8.5 54.5 54.5 7
Peter Barr 1.0 6.5 9.6 6.6 9.2 8.4 9.6 50.9 50.9 7
Colin Perryman 5.0 6.9 9.8 5.0 11.0 9.6 47.3 47.3 6
Dudley Sterry 5.0 6.0 6.0 3.0 5.0 7.8 4.8 9.0 46.6 46.6 8
Simon Woodall 5.0 11.0 5.0 10.0 10.8 41.8 41.8 5
Keith Sanders 10.2 10.7 10.2 10.1 41.2 41.2 4
Tommy Kalber 5.0 11.0 9.6 8.0 7.0 40.6 40.6 5
Simon Groves 5.9 8.8 6.0 7.8 10.6 39.1 39.1 5
David Symons 3.0 8.6 8.5 3.0 8.5 7.5 39.1 39.1 6
Carl Talbot 9.0 11.00 9.8 7.8 37.6 37.6 4
Ray Goodright 5.0 5.0 10.0 6.6 9.0 35.6 35.6 5
Paul Bartleman 8.0 10.0 10.0 7.0 R 35.0 35.0 4
Peter Hart 1.0 5.0 10.5 9.0 8.0 33.5 33.5 5
Tim Hellings 6.5 7.6 10.4 8.6 33.1 33.1 4
Mal Allen 3.0 7.0 9.5 1.0 11.0 31.5 31.5 5
Tony Young 5.0 0.0 7.0 7.0 3.0 9.0 31.0 31.0 5
Dick Bolt 5.0 8.0 10.8 6.6 30.4 30.4 4
Nick Farmer 5.0 3.0 10.0 10.5 28.5 28.5 4
Roger Bricknell 3.0 10.0 9.0 1.0 23.0 23.0 4
Jeff Buchanan 5.0 9.3 8.7 23.0 23.0 3
Dave Sargeant 3.0 7.5 1.0 8.6 20.1 20.1 4
David Miller 5.0 7.9 6.8 19.7 19.7 3
Colin Biles 3.0 9.2 6.7 18.9 18.9 3
Mark Smith 5.0 10.5 3.0 R 18.5 18.5 3
Mark Tooth 5.0 10.1 3.0 18.1 18.1 3
Chris Symons 1.0 6.6 9.7 17.3 17.3 3
Stephen Potter 3.0 7.6 6.6 17.2 17.2 3
Terry Coventry 7.6 9.5 17.1 17.1 2
Derek Tyler 9.0 8.0 17.0 17.0 2
Ben Johnson 8.3 8.3 16.6 16.6 2
David Malin 4.9 6.5 4.8 16.2 16.2 3
Stuart Harrold 5.0 4.0 6.0 1.0 16.0 16.0 4
Giles Greenslade 5.0 10.2 15.2 15.2 2

Date 27 Oct 2005Exmoor Clouds
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
13th November Mechanics Stroud MC ACTC Invite 
20th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
27th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
27th November Allen BMC&LCC Championship (C) 
4th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 
7th January 2006 Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
22nd January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
29th January Exmoor North Devon MC Championship (C/M) 
5th February Cotswold Clouds Stroud MC Championship (C) 
12th February Launceston L&NCMC * 
12th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
18th February Northern Fellside Championship (C/M) 
19th February Launceston L&NCMC  
26th February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Championship (M) 
5th March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
12th March March Hare Falcon MC ACTC Invite 
26th March President’s Camel Vale * 
2nd April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
14th/15th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
29th April Kimber MGCC * 
30th April Kyrle Ross Championship (C) 
30th April Bovey Down Windwhistle MC * 
30th April Sphinx Chelteham Championship (M) 
21st May  Ilkley Ilkley MC ACTC Invite 

10th September Taw &Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
17th September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
7th October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
14th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC invite 
15th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
22nd October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
29th October Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
5th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC invite 
12th November Mechanics Stroud MC ACTC invite 
19th November Allen BMC&LCC Championship (C) 
19th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
26th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C) 
3rd December Camel Classic Camel vale Championship (C) 

16th July Testing Trial MCC * 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible. 

Please note: 2006 dates are provisional  
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