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The new editorial team is settling down. You would think that being husband and 
wife (of 25 years) would help matters, but in one respect it doesn’t. This is that I can 
interfere, something I couldn’t do with Dennis and Mark, I just had to let them get on 
with it, which they both did admirably and then just chase them for the reports. Now I 
could get involved with the whole process….. I will try to keep my distance! At one 
stage for this issue I thought I would have hardly anything and then suddenly there’s 
almost too much. 
 
Jonathan’s first two attempts at getting reports were dogged by the illness of the 
drivers concerned and/or the car not being ready—my answer? Ask more people. 
Result? A surfeit of Allen reports, not helped by my getting involved when I heard 
that a PCT expert had entered the Allen as his first ever classic and I asked him for a 
report. However I think that the Allen coverage shows the different writing styles of 
our many contributors, for which we are very grateful. 
 
With my other ACTC hat on I was asked by Keith Johnson to create some 
motorcycle pages for the ACTC website. This was because the site was very car 
orientated and I agreed that I needed  to redress the balance. However I felt that 
separate pages would only emphasize the difference, so I have done some work on 
integrating bike detail into the existing pages, 
including a bike photo on the home page. Keith is 
working on some of my other ideas and hopefully 
these will be incorporated in the New Year. If any 
of you have any bike related experiences / articles 
that you would like to have published please let 
me know.  
 
It has been a very sad few weeks with the deaths 
of both Anne Ugalde and Graham Brasier and I 
am sure that your thoughts are with their families. 
Dennis has written a few words about Graham for 
this issue and I am promised an appreciation of 
Anne for the March issue. 

 
ACTC wish 
you a very 
happy New 

Year 
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I  hope that you will forgive me for 
harping on again about 
scrutineering, but getting the system 
right in its first years seems to have 

taken up some much of my time and not 
a little mental effort. There is, as is 
inevitable, criticism that the system is 
not perfect. Depending on the 
organisers, the team has just one or two 
minutes to check a car and in that 
minute, somehow the team is supposed 
to spot some discrepancy that the car's 
owner has spent hours in the garage 
trying to blend in.  
 
The difficult part is that whilst the plan is 
to spend less time on the "regulars" and 
more on those whose reputation 
suggests a closer look, identifying the 
two camps is not so easy - the regular is 
always looking for that extra edge whilst 
the occasional competitors is probably 
quite happy with a car that just runs OK.  
 
Trials competitors are, by the nature of 
having to prepare the car themselves, 
innovators. That compounded by the 
labyrinthine nature of the Blue Book 
means that a demon mod may seem to 
be just the job to its originator but easily 
condemned as illegal by the other 
competitors.  
 
What I am really trying to say here, is 
that the scrutineers can only judge what 
they see. If you are in your workshop 
and you think that what you are about to 
try may be a bit iffy, then don't do it. If 
you see something on another 
competitors car that you don't think 

should be allowed, point it out 
to the scrutineer or to me or 
one of the other ACTC 
officers and it will be noted as 
something that needs close 
examination. 
 
This suggestion also applies 
to the curious world of diff 
testing. Much hot air seems 

to be spoken under people's breaths 
about some other chap whose diff is 
dodgy, yet the results of a years testing, 
using both the traditional rollers and the 
jack up test suggest that there are fewer 
dodgy diffs than the pundits would have 
use believe. If there is someone out 
there whom we think might benefit from 
closer examination, or a more exact test 
being performed, then we need to know 
(in total confidence of course as they 
say on all the best hot lines).  
 
I understand that the subject is very 
emotive amongst the drivers of front 
engined cars, but as one whose rear 
engined car understeers appallingly 
anyway I find the idea that I might fit a 
device that is guaranteed to exacerbate 
the situation even further highly 
amusing. 
 
I was present at a sporting trial recently, 
and watched these cars performing their 
diff test. The cars would be placed with 
one wheel on the rollers, just like ours, 
but then the car would be held in place 
by applying the fiddle brake on the other 
side. I could not help but wonder which 
limited slip diffs were available on the 
market that were capable of overcoming 
the huge torque resistance applied when 
the fiddle brake was pulled hard. A 
completely pointless exercise in my 
mind. 
 
This year witnessed another of our, 
happily very rare, serious accidents 
when Adrian Marfell rolled his special 
during the Ebworth trial. Although his 
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passenger was thrown out of the car, he 
did not sustain any long-term damage, 
but was off work for several weeks. It 
does prompt the question of safety at 
our events. The initial gut reaction is a 
call for things like roll cages for all but 
Adrian had the equivalent of a roll cage 
and it made no difference.  
 
The Four-Wheel drive boys have gone 
down the roll-cage route, and they have 
had to add full harness seat belts and no 
passengers to their specification. In 
addition to this the organisers, lulled by 
the knowledge that everything is "safe", 

put on more and more severe sections 
to the extent that now an event without 
at least one rollover is regarded as 
having been too easy. This is not a route 
I would wish to go down. 
 
Finally, I like probably every other 
columnist in this issue would like to wish 
you all the compliments of the season 
and hope that you have a happy and 
competitively successful 2005. Yes, and 
maybe Santa WILL have brought you a 
Fack diff this Christmas. 

L ocal empowerment is a catchy 
phrase nowadays – people 
making a difference at their own 
level, acting perhaps in cohorts 

with, or through objection to, the less 
tangible movements underway high up 
in the government or business echelons.  
We’ve all come across the local hero 
who gets things done in their 
neighbourhood. So perhaps a good 
example in our own trials world is that of 
securing Rights of Way ‘in the field’.  
Whilst Andrew Brown and his colleagues 
maintain their lobbying voice to the 
political corridors of power, at a local 
level motor clubs can seek new 
opportunities to ‘do their bit’ towards 
positive public perception and diffusion 
of conflict.   
 

Arriving at Travers to help marshal on 
Bristol’s Allen Trial, I came across a fine 
example of such practise – on a stick 
alongside the track was a laminated card 
headed with the club’s logo, set up for a 
couple of weeks in advance of the trial to 
advise passers-by of the motorsport 
event’s schedule and authorisation.  This 
card summarised: 
 

- the event’s status as a Classic 
Reliability Road Car Trial 

- the date and approximate time, with 

3 hours maximum use 
- cars traversing county roads class 1 

to 6 
- the vehicular rights of these roads 
- the route agreement with MSA, 

Police Traffic Section and County 
Council Rights of Way departments 

- contact details for explanation or 
enquiries 

 

A similar card had been spotted a week 
before the trial by some ramblers out on 
Guy’s Hill: they promptly telephoned 
Pete Hart, who’s heart sank (no pun 
intended).  All was not what it seemed, 
however, for these thoughtful hikers 
were simply planning a future group 
outing in the area to include a descent of 
Guy’s, and wanted to arrange a mutually 
co-operative use of the lane!   
 

Sect’
s 

Spin 
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It doesn’t make headlines but these 
notices can ease tensions, and help to 
provide a discreet local ‘claim’ to such 
lanes and tracks on behalf of 
responsible users like the trials fraternity.  
It might be a practise worthy of 
consideration by all organising teams, 
thereby reinforcing the legality and 
helpfulness of such considerate users on 
the very ground of debate, alongside the 
ongoing obligatory PR to local residents. 
(It is a requirement of the Road Traffic 
Act that all clubs alert footpath users, 
but most notices are not seen by 
drivers, as they are placed on the 
footbath. Another example of all the 
work that goes on in the background 
unknown to most drivers/riders—ed) 
 
Your officers are now gathering their 
thoughts on proposals for the subjective, 
non-championship trophies, including 
Trial of the Year: the quality of events is 
consistently high nowadays, with the 
championship monitoring having its 
effect, so positive, continuous 
improvement initiatives can be good for 
the sport and good for the clubs. 
 
And while we’re on this subject, it acts 
as a timely reminder to competitors of 
the scope of background effort that goes 
into making a trial a success for 
competitors and locals alike, so please 
complement these efforts by minimising 
noise and disruption during our visits to 

these valued sites in the countryside, 
sometimes difficult I know when the red 
mist comes down! 
 
Congratulations amongst others to two 
skilful car competitors who’ve certainly 
acquitted themselves in this mist, Paul 
Bartleman and Adrian Marfell as winners 
of our two car championships – a 
versatile chap is Ade, both when 
competing and organising.  We look 
forward now to a growing take-up for the 
motorcycle championships in 2005. 
 
Two more names to credit before 
closing: thanks to Alan Foster for his 
many years of thoughtful and active 
contributions to the ACTC Technical 
Panel, as the MCC’s representative.  
Alan has had the integrity of our sport 
very much at heart, so has brought 
much wise counsel and competing 
experience to the table.  Now, we 
welcome Dudley Sterry into this role, a 
great example of those with deep 
experience coming on board to 
contribute and make a difference at the 
local level. 
 

To close now; amongst the sadness of 
friends lost, I hope you had a Merry 
Christmas and a I wish you a happy 
sporting 2005. 

 

Adrian 

     Clee Hills Trial 2005 
 
The 2005 Clee Hills Trial will take place on 
the 23rd January. The trial will run with its 

unique double loop route, which aims get you back in 
daylight—even in January. There are new sections and 
entries are filling quickly…………                     01789 731332 
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The Exmoor Clouds on a bike 
 

T he insomniacs at Minehead MC 
who organised and ran the 
Exmoor Clouds trial must be on 
cloud 9 because for the bikes it 

was a real cracker. It was a very 
competitive event needing only a couple 
of restarts to sort the men from the boys. 
A lot of hard work had obviously been put 
in for the bikes with various deviations 
and one or two bike only sections. It all 
looked good right from the start, a cheery 
marshal directing traffic into the parking 
field in the early morning darkness, a well 
sorted scrutineer with tent and light, and 
Cliff with a pleasant atmosphere 
surrounding his sign on desk. The starter 
was equally up for it, having us briskly 
away with an 07.45 start! Heading off 
toward the first of many green lanes and 
onto the first section - a wake up special 
test. The test was technical and exciting 
to ride. I saw a few go through including 
friend Walker who was doing more than 
that he was flying, on a 185 cc (maybe 
200) Honda riding very smoothly. The 
results confirmed his speed being equal 
fastest. Section 2 Aville was a 
straightforward restart but from then on 
we had to suffer a hangdog expression 
from Ray Gerring, his usual exuberant 
riding style costing him 4 marks on the 
line. I think it was Lena’s, section 4 where 
we had our first minor hold up. Standing 
next to the Marshal wigging his radio was 
a little daunting - “ We have a sidecar 
turned over” - “ He’s over again” - “Do 
you require medical assistance”. When 
the gallant A team, Andy and Anita finally 
emerged it looked as if their Kwacker 
bike did need medical assistance - a 
good plastic surgeon. And so on through 
Middlecombe to well known Allercott. I’ve 
ridden many variations of Allercott but the 
section this time was super, although a 
large and deep badger hole in the middle 
was a novelty. I guess it’s a wise 
precaution to sign everyone off at the end 
of a trial you could lose one in there for 
sure. Putham popped up next, one for 

bikes only. Putham or Kersham Lane as 
it is also known, is one to die for. I didn’t 
see a marker or a marshal anywhere up 
the lane but that’s the sort of 
concentration needed to ride it. But 
goblins and observers be there, lurking 
behind the trees, as I see from the results 
they spied my footing and plenty of 
others too. On again then through a good 
section in Pin Quarry and up the 
spectacular looking Ski Slope to the 
eagerly awaited Port Lane. It was Chris 
Lidstone to tackle this first, only for him to 
come back down within minutes. Deep 
mud on the first corner so give it some 
welly, he said. I did but to no avail, I have 
never seen mud like that on the section 
and was disappointed not to see the rest 
of the hill. Yoshi Adams and Ray Gerring 
were to make it to the top, both on 2 
strokes. Did the lighter bikes skim the 
mud whereas our 4 strokes buried 
themselves right in it, or did they have 
more commitment? Chris Dick and I hung 
our heads and went around the fail route. 
Glad I was entered under my pseudonym 
of Manson. Maddocks was another good 
section but unfortunately not in the 
results. I sincerely hope the injury to the 
marshal was not too serious. One man 
who should be taking him/her flowers is 
Yoshi Adams, a box full of neutrals on 
this section should have cost him the trial 
but lady luck was riding on his pillion and 
with cancellation of the section, he was to 
be victorious. A couple more sections 
and back to Raleighs Cross and the end 
of a super trial. So the bikes loved it, and 
the cars, how was it for you? From the 
results I see a large number retiring, such 
a high rate of attrition I guess means it 
was a toughie. 
 

Any complaints, no not really. Well alright 
push me. If you want to get picky it would 
be nice to receive the route card before 
the trial to get it set up in the route card 
reader and be familiar with it. It’s tough 
reading a route on a bike, especially for 
the blind! 
 

Dave Mason, Beta Alp 
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The 2004 Ebworth Trial in a 
Porsche 924 

by Steve Louks 
 

A  sunny dry day greeted us at 
Ebworth but as we entered the 
woods we discovered that the 
previous months of rain had 

turned the woods into a very challenging 
trials venue. 
 
A total of 12 hills run three times and a 
special test driven twice was our 
challenge for the day. After 
scruiteneering and the drivers briefing 
we set off to try and conquer the 
sections laid out before us in the woods. 
 
There was an excellent variety of hills on 
offer to suit all tastes and driving styles 
from the technical to the power sapping 
straight climbs. Our best hill of the day 

had to be Devils Hill where we had 3 
good climbs through the trees. 
 
 

Our “bogey” hill of the venue had to be 
Beachwood where we could not get past 
the 10  marker all day. There were only 
two cars in class 5 (Myself and Peter 
Davies in his Panther Lima). I managed 
to come second and finished the event 
with one puncture being the only 
problem I encountered. 
 
This was my first attempt at a classic 
trial in the Porsche 924. I chose Ebworth 
as it is close to where I live, so I would 
not have to recover the car far if it broke 
and became undriveable. I think the car 
performed quite well on the day but 
ground clearance was my biggest 
problem. A definite increase in clearance 
before the clouds is a must and I need to 
learn how to drive a RWD car. It is 
completely different to the FWD Golfs 
that I have been using the last couple of 
years. 
 

Thanks 
must go to 
the 
organising 
team from 
Stroud 
and 
District 
Motor 
Club for a      
well-
organised 
event that 
was very 
enjoyable 
for the 
novice 
and the 
seasoned 
veteran 
alike. 
 

Congratulations to Andrew Martin for 
coming 1st Overall and winning the 
Ebworth Trial Cup. 

Steve and the Porsche 924 on the Ebworth (Photo: Jonathan Toulmin) 
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Simon’s Season 
by Michael Leete 

 

I n the last two years, Simon Groves 
has made his mark as one of the 
most enthusiastic and successful of 
Falcon’s classic triallers in his gold 

Escort. Taking in events all over the 
country, quite an achievement when 
some of them are such a long way from 
his home in Ely. 
 

Simon is from a trials family and can 
remember seeing Dad John, tackling the 
sections at Tring Park in his 105E 
Anglia, the famous supercharged Ford 
Pop being relegated to the garage by 
then. The pair had a go at classics in a 
Beetle before Simon acquired his Escort 
in February 2002. It had started life as 
an 1100 Automatic, but was a 1300 
manual by the time Simon spotted it in 
the local free paper. It was soon put too 
good use, as Simon immediately 
entered it on .tThe March Hare. The bug 
had well and truly bitten and in 2003 
Simon ventured out on events all over 
the country, winning the ACTC award for 
most promising newcomer.  
 

2004 started, of course, with the Exeter 
and naturally, it was Simms that 
provided the challenge. Simon managed 
to coax the Escort past the A boards, but 
with a single SU it just didn’t have the 
grunt to get over the horrendous step.  
 

The Clee Hills saw a good result, with 
Simon coming 3rd in class to Harvey 
Waters and John Cox. None of them 
managed to succeed on the Longville 
special test, only Colin Perryman, in his 
BMW, backing down far enough to build 
sufficient momentum to get out cleanly. 
Ippikins rock was another thorn in 
Simon’s side on the Clee, as despite 
doing a real wall of death act, he 
couldn’t get the Escort around the 
famous sharp hairpin. Before Ippikin’s 
was Eastcote. Like so many 

competitors, Simon couldn’t get through 
the muddy bit at the bottom, but the 
queue gave him the chance to see how 
others got on. He witnessed a storming 
climb by Harvey Waters, who nearly got 
out of the top. Listening to Harvey’s car 
Simon decided that his own Escort was 
definitely short of power and revs 
compared to the Cornish boys 
machinery, and in a class where the only 
way to compete in an Escort is to “thrash 
the nuts off it”, the SU would have to go 
in favour of twin 40s.  
 

There was still a single SU for the 
Cotswold Clouds. This didn’t stop Simon 
storming the lower reaches of Crooked 
Mustard, and although he nearly got 
stuck on the final corner he kept going, 
crawling over the line to clean one of 
classic trialling’s most demanding 
sections. A fast climb of Axe followed, 
denting the wings as the Escort 
fishtailed its way to the summit, slapping 
the banks with its sides in the process. 
By Highwood 2 Simon was really flying 
and got to the 2, gaining him a well 
deserved class win, although the slide 
back down with all the wheels locked 
was a little scary. Climperwell was a bit 
dramatic and Sara was far from happy 
when the Escort jumped put of the ruts. 
Simon didn’t lift off, despite heading 
directly for a tree!  
 

Up until now, Simon had always driven 
his car to events, but by the Northern, he 
had joined the trailer brigade and done 
quite a few changes to the car. Twin 
40’s had replaced the single SU and 
harder springs were fitted to 
compensate for all the weight in the 
boot. To quote Simon “I did terrible”. The 
first section, Sandale, was a real shock. 
Simon got the car off the line and 
opened it up to give it a good blast. The 
Webbers sucked in copious quantities of 
petrol and air, a huge burst of power 
was delivered to the rear wheels, which 
dug in and found grip, causing the car to 
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make three huge leaps into the air, and 
got stuck! It took Simon most of the day 
to get used to the different 
characteristics, of what was effectively a 
new car, and the only compensation of 
the day was the highest class three 
climb of “Where Eagles Dare”, which he 
thought was an impossible hill until 
Simon Woodall drove out the top.  
 

Falcon’s March Hare was next. Although 
Simon was getting used to the changes 
to the car, he couldn’t master the 
slippery conditions at Kensworth and 
watched Peter Thompson tiptoe up to 
win the class. The Lands End was next. 
Simon had made some more changes to 
the engine, which was going really well, 
too well in fact as the clutch blew up 
after Beggars. Simon had still been 
running a standard clutch after up rating 
the engine and on reflection, what he 
had perceived as wheelspin had largely 
been clutch slip. After the trial, he fixed 
the problem with a heavy-duty pressure 
plate.  
 

Then it was off to the Forest of Dean for 
the Kyrle. This is one of Simon’s 
favourite events, despite blowing a diff 

and first gear 
the year 
before. This 
year Simon 
was pleased 
to come third, 
dropping only 
21, behind 
Dick Bolt and 
Harvey 
Waters who 
won on 17. 
The best 
memory of 
the event was 
climbing the 
notorious Jill, 
although he 
was not so 
fortunate on 

the parallel Jack. It was the nearby Burn 
Brae that cost Simon the class. This hill 
that starts by going though a stream and 
then embarks on a torturous route 
around the trees, the organisers varying 
the actual course each year. It was quite 
tough this time and Simon could only 
mange to get to the 8 while Dick Bolt 
climbed out of the top. However, Simon 
really enjoyed his Kyrle and decided that 
the Escort was finally sorted, giving him 
the opportunity to compete with the 
Cornish boys on equal terms.  
 

During the Kyrle Simon had noticed that 
the Escort puffed oil smoke every time 
he revved it and decided to strip the 
motor down and change the rings. 
Unfortunately he didn’t put something 
together properly while John was at 
lunch, causing the engine to seize when 
it was started after re-assembly. The 
Ilkley and Testing Trial were coming up 
and Simon didn’t want to miss them so 
looked around with Dad and found a 20-
year-old lump under a bench, and put 
this in for the long trek north. Simon led 
his class from the start, all the way 
through to the last section when he got 
stuck in the mud on the lower reaches 

Simon on Darling Howe, 
Northern Trial 2004 

(Photo: John Heseltine) 
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and slipped back to third in class. Simon 
enjoyed the Ilkley, but reckons it has to 
move to another time of year, so it isn’t 
so dry.  
 

After the summer break it was off down 
to the West Country for the Taw and 
Torridge, where the Fack diff cried 
enough early in the afternoon. Simon 
and Dad John replaced it with a 
standard one to get back to their trailer. 
John soon spotted that the axle casing 
was well and truly bent, so there was a 
lot to do before the next event. The diff 
was in fact on loan from John, as 
although Simon had one on order, and 
had paid a deposit, it had never come. A 
call to Julian Fack revealed that there 
was no prospect of a new diff in the 
immediate future. Julian offered to try to 
repair the broken one but Dad wouldn’t 
have any of that and decided to repair it 
with new pins and needle rollers. 
Unfortunately, he went off on holiday 
before it was finished and Simon 
particularly wanted to compete on the 
Exe Valley. He put in a call to Paul 
Bartleman who was really helpful and 
explained how to turn down a Transit diff 
to fit in the axle casing. This was a 
worthwhile call as Paul also fixed Simon 
up with a passenger for Stroud’s 
Mechanic’s Trial. 
 

Simon only did the Exe Valley with the 
Transit diff, but it held together for a 
really enjoyable trial. It was pretty dry 
but the organisers had some 
contingency plans. At Upper Kingswell, 
the local farmer emptied 16,000 gallons 
of water down the hill to make things 
more interesting! Sticker Martin won 
overall and although Simon had, the 4th 
best score in class 3 he got a 2nd in 
class award! The highlight was of course 
Simms. Although they had a straight run 
most of the class 3s were failing until 
along came Sticker, Harvey and Simon 
and they all got up! Simms was very 
rough and Simon could understand why 

repairs were needed before the Exeter.  
 

Verdun Webley got straight off a plane 
from Canada to passenger for Simon on 
the Edinburgh. They had a good run and 
were particularly pleased to be the first 
car after Dudley Sterry to get passed the 
A boards. They managed to pip Nick 
Farmer, in the ex  Dave Turner BMW, by 
one-tenth of a second on the special 
tests to win the class & were delighted.  
 

Next it was off to the Cotswolds for the 
Ebworth Trial, which Simon thought was 
fantastic, even though he only came 
fourth in class after the Cornish boys. It 
was flat out all day long, although it was 
another event that Sara found a bit 
hairy, particularly when Andrew Brown 
had to sit on the wing to stop the Escort 
rolling over while reversing down one 
section. Next was a long drive west to 
do the Tamar where Simon came fourth 
in class, although only three marks 
behind winner Harvey Waters. The 
event had been badly affected by the 
local floods, which had meant the club 
had lost some of their usual sections.  
 

Stroud Vice-Chairman, Tony Underhill, 
passengered Simon on the Mechanics 
Trial, kindly putting him up the night 
before for an evening of trials videos. 
Tony is Mike Workman’s usual bouncer 
and with his local knowledge, Simon 
won the class. The weather made the 
Mechanics pretty tough. Green Lane 
was a particular problem as the 
deviation around the fallen tree was 
horrendous and Simon couldn’t stop the 
Escort slipping into a hole, ending up 
with the rear suck in the mud and the 
front four feet in the air! Green Lane 1 
clinched the class win. Simon held the 
motor on the rev limiter while Tony 
literally bounced the car to the summit.  
 

The Camel will be the final trial of the 
year. Whatever happens on that Simon 
has really enjoyed his season.  
 

(First published on www.classictrials.co.uk) 
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2004 Tamar 
by Stephen Bailey 

 

L eft Janet at the Hotel and 
trundled off a tad after sun up at 
number 11 on the Beta Alp 350. 
There was a long slippery track 

to Zig-Zag the first section with a sharp 
right hand bend to start with. Then a 
good climb for what seemed a couple of 
hundred yards, then following 
instructions ‘’caution competitors 
entering’’ back down the return road to 
the gate I came in at. Right, then Right 2 
miles later and then not where the route 
card said I should be. So it was back 
along road to gate. No other competitors 
exiting however cars now entering???? 
 
So made my way to Bolventor & 
Warleggan missing Gipsy Lane special 
test 1. Turned out later that this hill was 
also used for section 14 the other way 
round some 4 hours later, so would not 
have had competitors entering then.  
Somehow I missed a turning in the 
woods. It seemed logical at the time. I 
caught up with the rest of the bikes then 
stacked it on the rather steep section 3 
School Lane, (well it was better than 
looping it) I took a little while to pick 
myself and the bike up and get off the 
slime-slab that I had stopped on. 
 
The next couple of sections went OK. 
Then we went into the woods and a long 
queue, as the section had not opened. 
Lots of competitors coming down saying 
that they did not realise that the section 
went off to the left after the tree roots. I 
started off and got about 25 yards when 
a marshal stepped out with his left arm 
out (pointing would have been better) as 
he was indicating for me to turn left I 
figured that he wanted me to stop for 
some reason. I was then shown the 
route off down to the left.. OK. so I gave 
it a go. Then I found the roots everyone 
was talking about, however I didn’t reach 

them as the front wheel found a tree 
stump before I got there. 
 
Then it started raining and I did the next 
6 sections or so with a mixture of footing 
and stopping without seeing another 
competitor. 
 
Back to section 1 errrr…. 14 Tregare  
(Zig-Zag the other way round) Not too 
bad. Found the route out of the section 
was the one I had mistakenly used first 
time round.  Figured that I could get the 
gate open with out getting off, put foot 
down, my left boot disappeared into the 
mud followed my the rest of me, then the 
Beta. It took 5 minutes to get it out of the 
(concealed) ditch! 
 
Then on to the last section(s), Trevilla 
Farm where the ‘rain’ in the summer had 
washed a significant section of the farm 
road away. Searched around a bit for 
the section then spotted a bike propped 
up near a wall went over to see if the 
rider was around only to find this was 
the section(s) and a few spectators had 
gathered. Fairly slimy mud and two 
sections that would have looked good to 
my reckoning in a single site trial. Made 
it only round the corner on the first then 
halfway up the hill on the second. 
 
Then stopped to have a chat, while I 
waited to see how anyone else would 
do. Waited about 15 minutes and then 
about 10 riders came along together. So 
I watched them tackle the hill. Marshal 
comments: Don’t you normally compete 
in a car? I’d like to see how the car 
competitors get on here however, I 
figured that I shouldn’t stay too long and 
made my way to the finish. Got inside 
the hotel then it bucketed down. Janet 
said that it had been like that for most of 
the day. 
 
Brilliant trial! 
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Silkolene 
Pro Boost Octane Improver. Specially developed to 
combat pre-ignition and improve acceleration. 
Improves throttle response and facilitates cold starting 
1 litre                  £10.99 
Pro FST fuel system treatment. Guards against  cold 
start engine wear, carburettor icing and fuel system 
corrosion. Combats carburettor sticking and jet 
blocking. Reduces engine “knock” (pre ignition).  
Enhances fuel octane rating 500ml                £3.60 
 
Millers – state of the art fuel treatment formula 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml treats 40 litres unleaded petrol                 £4.00 
Box 10 special price                               £35.00 
CVL Competition Valve Lubricant  
250ml treats 20 litres unleaded petrol                  £5.50 
Box 10 special price                                           £50.00 

Octane Plus – gives your engine a power boost 
250ml treats 50 litres unleaded petrol               £3.60  
Box 10 special price                                    £31.00 
Diesel Power Plus 
500ml treats 500 litres                                       £6.99 
 
Castrol 
Valvemaster Plus lead replacement petrol additive 
plus octane booster 250ml treats 250 litres      £9.99 
Valvemaster lead replacement petrol additive 
250ml treats 250 litres              £5.99 
 

All prices include V AT 

£8.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

 

VINTAGE & SPORTS CAR SERVICES  
SPECIAL FUEL TREATMENTS 

Tim Whellock     Tel / Fax 01460 66434 
mail@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

Reliability brings success 

 

Beetle Specialist Workshop 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

NB: Although the advice is free, If that advice includes buying a 
product, it would be polite to buy it from us 
Stockists of Superblend Zero Lead 2000 – FBHVC Approved Lead Substitute – Will deliver to most trials 
 

Ballards Place  Eardiston  Tenbury Wells  Worcs  WR15 8JR 
Tel:  01584-881348                                          Fax:  01584-881684 

 
E-Mail:  BSW_HOLDINGS@COMPUSERVE.COM 

Spare Wheel Carriers 

T4 Engines 

Carburettor Kits 

“Next Generation” Parts 

I.R.S. Conversions 

Free Advice 

Oversize Barrels 

Restorations 
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Clee Hills Trial part 2 
by Jonathan Toulmin 

 

I t seems a long time ago now! If you 
can remember anything at all about 
part 1 of this article, then your 
memory is much better than mine. 

Indeed the Restart editor thinks that I am 
writing an altogether different article for 
your magazine, but I wanted to tidy 
things up! This offering should have 
gone into the November issue, but it 
didn’t for two excellent reasons – firstly, 
there wasn’t room for it, but, more 
relevantly, it wasn’t written! So you have 
to cast your memory back to the June 
issue of Restart, to recall (perhaps) my 
article on organising the 2004 Clee Hills 
Trial. That article concluded with the 
phrase “to be concluded” – except, 
curiously, that was omitted from the 
printed version. Perhaps the editor had 
done it on purpose – deciding, in her 
infinitive wisdom, that four pages were 
as much as most Restart readers could 
stomach. Reading it again many months 
later (page 28, Volume 15, issue 2), it 
does end very abruptly, so like it or not, I 
want to finish my story. 
 

Clerks of course try to think of most 
eventualities, and one of the great 
variables is obviously the weather. For 
the Clee Hills Trial 2004, the weather 
played its joker. I had thought that the 
much mentioned ‘global warming’ might 
lead to a very dry trial, or perhaps we 
would get a real downpour the night 
before the event. With the 1947 and 
2001 events in mind, I had a “snow 
route” planned. But I had not considered 
a very hard frost! For early “western 
loop” runners, the very steep and 
precipitous road over the Long Mynd 
would prove more demanding than 
many of the sections, as sheet ice 
greeted them on the narrow road. Just 
as well they were going up it, for a 
descent on ice would have been truly 
terrifying. 

For the early “eastern loop” runners, the 
Harton Wood special test was their first 
section, and the ice made it impossible 
for four competitors, whereas, in normal 
circumstances, the section would be 
very easy. Here a special award would 
have been appropriate for determination 
and perseverance! Two competitors took 
virtually five minutes to complete the 
test, whereas Giles Greenslade, and 
later in the day Paul Bartleman, both did 
it in 12.7 seconds! 
 

If the first special test was not exactly to 
plan, the next one was! Longville had 
always been an easy straightforward 
section and had been included in 
previous year’s events because it is well 
located, and is a traditional byway 
section first used more than fifty years 
ago. The top of it was made rather more 
challenging a few years ago following 
council road works on the lane at the top 
where some slippery sandstone had 
been added making the last few yards 
rather steeper than before. I had tried a 
restart here in a previous year, but it had 
caught out only a small number of 
competitors. But a restart against the 
clock (as part of a timed special test) 
would be a very different proposition. So 
I set up a straightforward special test 
here. It was a “from line A to all wheels 
over line B, and reverse behind line B, 
and then forward to stop astride line C” 
type. Perfectly simple! I put line B on the 
steepest slippery part of the track a long 
way up from line A. Classic trials have 
always been a test of driving skill, and a 
key skill is to be able to judge the terrain 
and know the abilities of your vehicle. 
The test could be performed by any 
vehicle provided the driver reversed a 
long way back from line B to a grippier 
and less steep part of the track. The 
urge to “beat the clock” was to cost 
some drivers dearly. It was specifically 
designed to catch drivers out and it did! 
The whole of classes 0, 1, 3, 6 and 7 
failed! Colin Biles was the only class 5 
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competitor to do it correctly, and Adrian 
Marfell and Michael Leete the only 
“cleans” in class 4. But in class 2, there 
were cleans by Jeremy Flann, Dudley 
Sterry (in Barry Clarke’s Austin 7) and 
Adrian Dommett (3 out of 10), whereas 5 
out of the 17 class 8 competitors made 
it, (Ian Davis, Paul Bartleman, Simon 
Woodall, Stuart Ridge and Eric Wall). 
The other 71 drivers got it wrong! 
Curiously one of the these elite 11 
drivers to get the Longville special test 
right had been one of only four to fail the 
Harton Wood special test. 
 
Controversy raged over the test. Some 
loved it others hated it (what was that 
about not being able to please all of the 
people all of the time?). To be accurate, 
the controversy ranged over the 
penalties for failing the test, rather the 
test itself. But the penalties for failing 
any special test have been the same for 
every Clee Hills Trial for the last ten 
years, equivalent to those imposed by 
the MCC and the same as those 
imposed by several other clubs 
organising ACTC championship rounds 
– 6 penalties and slowest time in class + 
10 seconds. Some well-known drivers 
complained about this “double whammy” 
penalty, claiming it was unfair! But the 
same rule was applied equally to every 
competitor. These penalties were stated 
in both the Final Instructions and in the 
route book within the description of each 
special test. Curiously, these same 
drivers had never complained about the 
penalties in the previous ten years! Be 
warned – it might be very similar in next 
month’s Clee trial!  
 
Interestingly, the test caught out Andrew 
Martin in his Dutton Melos. It was his 
only mistake in the entire trial, and he 
was the only driver to climb every other 
section. Fittingly, he won the event 
overall, so the “double whammy” did not 
affect the overall result.  
 

One observer thought that MAC had not 
bothered with a diff test – this was not 
the case, but we did have an 
unexpected problem with it. It was in the 
same place (on the old railway line) as 
pervious years, using the same rollers, 
but for some reason, it didn’t work this 
time. It was quite some time before we 
realised what had gone wrong. The new 
section, Easthope, was immediately 
before the roller test, and cars were 
coming to the test with very soft tyres 
coated in very slippery mud. The rollers 
will be somewhere else next time. 
 
When Simon Woodall first found 
“Major’s Leap”, I doubted whether it was 
climbable. For the first year it wasn’t, but 
this year, either because of, or despite, 
the frost, four drivers in class 8 climbed 
it (including Simon on his first attempt), 
and, amazingly, one from class 7 - 
Andrew Martin of course. 
 
There was nothing new about Jenny 
Wind, Harley Bank (the ‘impossible’ 
class 8 deviation being climbed by only 
Paul Bartleman and Carl Talbot) and 
Meadowley was relatively easy (no 
restart this time). The appearance of 
Hungerford had changed considerably a 
couple of years ago, when nearly all the 
tress were cut down. The section itself 
has suffered recently from heavy use by 
the weekend 4x4 boys. The farmer at 
the foot of the section reports that 
probably a dozen or more off-roaders 
use it every weekend, so the ruts have 
got much worse. At the notorious step 
(where the restart always used to be), 
they were unbelievably deep, and MAC 
did a lot of work here to make the 
section useable. We did our work too 
well, and without a restart, the section 
stopped only about 10. Despite MAC 
paying the local agricultural contractor to 
skim the top off the ruts in the exit track, 
they were still worse than on the section 
– not good value for money! It might be 
different next year. 
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The new “western-loop” sections were 
described in part 1. The trial, in total and 
including the three special tests, 
comprised of 17 sections, with classes 7 
and 8 tackling 3 different sections from 
the other classes, and class 6 tackling 2 
different sections, and class 0 omitted 
Adstone, Round Oak and Hungerford. 
The figure of eight layout meant that for 
some of the day, all sections were 
running simultaneously as each loop 
took about 2 ¾ hours to complete, and 
cars were leaving the start for almost 
this long (actually 8.40am to 10.15am). 
So the first car on each loop was just 
finishing that loop as the last cars were 
starting that loop. To achieve this, we 
had almost 80 marshals, but the time for 
the first competitors to get from the end 
of the last section of the first loop to the 
first section of the second loop gave the 
marshals time for some lunch.  
 
The system seemed to work well, with 
the last car clearing the last “western” 
section (Round Oak) by 3.45 pm, and 
the last car clearing the last “eastern” 
section (Hungerford) shortly after 4 pm 
having taken in Meadowley, which 
increased the mileage for those 
competitors that tackled it. So the goal 
was achieved, with everyone completing 
the course in daylight. But there were 
snags. One problem was for the results 
team, as two groups had to manage 
each loop separately, and then pool their 
data afterwards. The system resulted in 
more sections finishing at the same 
time, causing the results to come in too 
fast for the compiler. This was the 
reason that the hurriedly announced 
results (at about 5 pm) were very 
provisional, and some corrections had to 
be made before the official results were 
posted out a couple of days later. 
 
Another minor snag, which did not affect 
the trial itself, concerned the back 
markers. I told the course-opening Land 
Rover team for each loop to open their 

loop, and stop at the last hill for each 
loop, (Round Oak and Hungerford) 
where they could provide a recovery 
service if needed. Then, when the last 
car cleared the section, I told them to 
follow the last car to close the other 
loop. But, I realised later, the last car 
was going straight to the finish and the 
course closing Land Rovers still had a 
complete loop to do, so they arrived at 
the sections to find that the marshals 
had gone home two hours previously, 
and all they found was a pile of wooden 
marker posts and some radios! One of 
the course-closing Land Rovers found 
the easy Walkmill section too much of a 
challenge and had to be recovered by 
another vehicle, sadly with slight 
damage to the Land Rover. By the time 
they got back to finish, all the 
competitors had gone home, and the 
secretary of the meeting and the clerk of 
the course had consumed a certain 
amount of the amber liquid.  
 

For 2005, the course closing vehicles 
will set off two hours earlier, and there 
will be a couple of very minor changes, 
but the system works well – if there are 
enough marshals! See you on January 
23rd? Before then, I wish you all a Merry 
Christmas, a Happy \New Year and, if 
you are doing the Exeter, a warm dry 
and trouble free event – I hope to see 
some of you at the Trecarn Hotel! 

FOR SALE 
 

Mark 1 Ford Escort, 1969, 1700 cc, 
Fack diff, big prop, sump guard. oil 
cooler, immaculate and ready to 
go / trial.                                £2,500 
 

Contact Ben Dyer on 01643 841139 
for details. 
 

May accept a class 8 car in part 
exchange. 
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MGCC Autumn Trial 
by Brian Osborn 

 T he MGCC Midland Centre’s 
“Autumn Trial” was held on a 
pleasant Sunday in late 
September the weekend before 

the Edinburgh. This year the Dasset hills 

ACTC members at play on the MGCC Autumn Trial—Dave Nash, VW BGT and 
Keith Oakes, Dutton 
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were back to their usual damp form 
resulting in few attempts on the of the 
summits of the sections on the far side 
of the bowl, 3,4 & 5; although there were 
a few 2’s and 1’s. The “Bomb Hole” was 
its usual fun drive but claimed few points 
as a fallen tree prevented use of the 
upper steep deviation often used for the 
upper classes. 
 
For a change, we had an MG leading 
the field of 31 entries as Colin Weeks 
and his Midget not only managed to win 
the Allen Trophy for being Best MG, but 
was also the Overall winner and 
managed to fend off the challenge from 
David Dyer and his A7, who was then 
Best Non MG. 
 
The Alternate Best MG for pre- 55 
models went to Colin Hooper in his TD, 
mainly by default due to the other entry 
retiring (a TC). However, it was well 
deserved for using his very tidy car on 
the slopes. It is a pity that so few owners 
of older MGs do not mind getting them a 
bit dirty these days. Having said that 
where were the Austin 7s and Morgans 
this year? 
 
It is possible that being the weekend 
before The Edinburgh Trial put off a few 
potential entries. Perhaps it is difficult for 
some to get a pass-out for two 
consecutive weekends, or maybe some 
are afraid that the car will go wrong. All I 
can say is – if it is going to go wrong or 
break on the grassy slopes of Burton 
Dassett, it won’t get far on the hills of 
The Edinburgh!  We try hard to fit our 
events around the ACTC and other 
club’s events, which is rather difficult as 
the calendar is very full in mid Spring or 
Autumn when our venues are available 
and usable. 
 
The other awards went to Carl Talbot 
(Golf) for first in class 1 & 3; Fred Bury 
(NGTD) for class 5 & 6; and Roland 
Panes (Marlin) for class 7 & 8.  The Best 

Novice was Richard Askew 
(MGBGTV8), and the Best Non-Expert 
was Brian Goodban (Midget). 
 
Thanks also to Dave Nash for subjecting 
his MGeetle (an MGBGT with VW Beetle 
underframe and running gear) to the 
scrutiny of a critical MG audience who 
were generally impressed. To be super 
critical it appears that although 3rd in 
class 7, in scanning the score sheets he 
did about the same as a standard car. 
This may be due to the grassy nature of 
the site, or Dave’s aggressive driving 
style, either way it should do well on the 
classic sections for which it is intended. 
 
We run our trials under a clubsport 
permit so that folk without a competition 
licence can join in the fun, this however 
limits the number of invited clubs to six. 
We have recently been inviting members 
of  - MAC, MCC, Morgan SCC, Falcon 
MC, Stroud MC, and either Ross 
(Spring) or Pre-War A7 (Autumn). We 
have had good support from MCC, and 
also Falcon & Stroud members 
(although many of these are members of 
MCC anyway). Support from MAC, 
Morgan and Ross has been waning, so 
if there are any other clubs out there that 
would be interested in an invite, please 
let me know. 
 
We have offered to put up an award for 
those marques or clubs that do not hold 
an event of their own, such as Dellow, 
Marlin, Liege, etc. As long as there are 
sufficient entries to make up a class 
(four or more), we will award the “Best 
Marlin” or Dellow/Liege/A7/etc. with a 
decent trophy similar to the other main 
awards. So do a bit of arm twisting for 
2005. 
 
All being well, we hope to see you on 
our Spring Trial, currently pencilled in for 
20th March, and /or our Autumn Trial on 
25th September 2005. 
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The Mechanics Trial, 7th 
November 2004 

by Edna Perryman 
 

U p at 5 am left home by 6 am. 
Although wet on the ground it 
wasn't raining. A dry day 
ahead? We hoped. No 

chance, by the time we reached Stroud 
it was foggy, damp and dismal. 
Apparently it had rained hard the night 
before so we knew it was probably going 
to be wet, muddy and sticky. 
 
Unloaded the car and off to the start. 
Straight to scrutineering. Everything 
working apart from the near side-lights, 
rear and back. A twiddle with the 
switches didn't make any difference, 
even the usual thump wouldn't make 
them work. Decided to check the fuses, 
one was not in properly, pushed it in, 
now we had all lights working. 
 
We were an early number and as we left 
it had started to rain lightly. Off we went 
to the first hill. This was a long section 
with a sticky bit in the middle. I had to 
bounce through that bit. Was this a taste 
of what's to come? Still we managed a 
clear. 
 
On to the next hill, long and bendy with a 
restart for us. We reached the restart, 
the flag was dropped. The engine 
stalled. Restarted the engine and pulled 
away. 
 
On to Boxwell a tricky one this one, 
broke a drive shaft getting off the restart 
last year. A quick chat with the marshals 
and off we went. Reached the restart, 
nasty left turn on to the track, which we 
managed to get the front wheels on. 
Unfortunately as we moved off we 
grounded out on the hump, even with 
lots of movement on my part we still 
could not get over it. We rolled back and 
with help from the marshals got on to the 

track. We were beginning to get the 
feeling today was going to be one of 
those days. 
 
When we reached the next section we 
were met at the gate to the field it was in 
with "get some speed up to get through 
the field", so with "right foot down" and 
off we went. It was slip, slide, spin, 
bounce all the way to the start. "Ready, 
you've got to bounce" were my orders. 
Bounce, rock, you name it I did it, we 
managed to reach the trees, to be told it 
was the furthest so far. Everybody else 
seemed to have difficulty getting through 
the same as us. When along comes 
Mike Hobbs. He just seemed to chug 
gently away and disappeared up the 
section for the first clear. Oh well, we 
finished inflating the tyres and went on 
to the next hill. This one we managed to 
clear with no problems. 
 
Next we slid and slipped our way down 
to Sapsed’s Surprise. The car decided it 
didn't like the look of this one and 
steered itself towards a tree so we didn't 
get very far. 
 
We moved on to King Charles Lane, 
although it was wetter this year than last 
we were still able to get a clear.  
 
Then we arrived at Greenway Lane. This 
year there were two sections here. 
Number one was new into the cow field. 
"Hold on, I'm going for this one." I was 
told “Hold on!” What to? As we went 
through the gate we hit a large hole. The 
back seat and I parted company, some 
of the wheels and the ground did as 
well, but we all landed safely. We were 
able to keep momentum going and 
carried on until suddenly we slowed 
down with "Think I've damaged the diff." 
Luckily it was only a puncture. The car 
was reversed into the corner. The song   
‘Mud Glorious Mud' came to mind as I 
gingerly stepped into four very sticky 
inches of it. Obviously being a cow field I 
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didn't really want to fall in. The car was 
jacked up and the wheel taken off. A 
perfect imprint of it was left behind in the 
mud collected around the brake drum, 
all of which had to be cleaned off. 
 

With the wheel changed we drove back 
out of the gate to the start of Greenway 
2. Pulled away from the start and got to 
the restart, took one look at the 'bomb 
crater' we had to climb through, and the 
air went as blue as the car. We got off 
the restart easily but who left the tree 
root on the top edge of the hole? 
Another fail and another puncture. This 
one was quickly changed (no mud this 
time) and off to find Aggs Hill. We 
managed to find it amongst the mist and 
the bikers. It was quite deceptive and 
slippery, again not a good score. We 

found our way out and continued to the 
special tests. Completed them, and then 
away to Battlescome for another clear. 
 

Only one more hill to do, Viaduct. Well 
we did get through the gate but not a lot 
further. Oh well. Off to the finish to sign 
off. Where we had a drink and a meal 
and swapped the usual 'if only' and 'did 
you do this' with a few of the other 
competitors. Then it was away home. 
We didn't win anything but at least we 
finished, the first time in three attempts. 
 

Having since seen the results it looks as 
if the hills got better as the day 
progressed, but that's how it goes. Many 
thanks to the marshals and organisers, 
we may not have scored very well, but 
we still enjoyed ourselves. 
 

The Grand Tour 
Cape to Cape 2005 

 

The second Cape to Cape tour will take place between the 
25th April and the 1st May 2005. It starts at Cape Wrath, 
Scotland and ends at Cape Cornwall 7 days later, after 
also visiting the Lake District. Yorkshire and Wales—a total 
of 1,700 miles. 
 

The aim is to raise as much as possible for Macmillan 
cancer relief and have fun! A comprehensive package for 
the event, visits and meals & accommodation has been 
arranged. 
 

Cars built before 1985 are eligible and the event is also 
suitable for class 0 entrants. 
 

For further details contact the Secretary of the 
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Mechanics Trial 
by Paul C Weston 

 
 

H aving previously ridden and 
walked the Cotswolds, I was 
looking forward to identifying 
various gullies, tracks and 

woodlands I’d known in previous lives, 
so to speak in this my first Mechanics 
Trial. Trusty engineer and first-time 
triallist Doug was beside me and quickly 
sorted out where to go from the route 
directions. 
 
Mud, rock and bomb holes seemed to 
sum up the day, with several cracking 
long climbs which included sharp bends. 
This the Liege liked. What were more, 
much more difficult were the muddy 
fields, which proved to be utter failures 
to ourselves and a few others. This 
meant that we didn’t get to the start of 
two sections. We’re here for the fun, so 
what does it matter? 
 
Around us, Beetles, a neat Austin 7 
‘convertible’, a Dellow with two well fed 
chaps from the Midlands, and a cracking 
pukka trails car with a 750 (don’t 
mention Reliant) engine, were going 
well. As we progressed, an advisory 
term, flashes of the ‘Cotswold Way’ went 
by. A long descent through Catswood 
took us to a steep muddy ascent, which 
was beyond us – still, we did get off the 
start line! 
 
The wood was stunning in its late 
autumn colours and we’d had an 
interesting drive getting to the start of 
the section. By now mud was making its 
way into the car and onto clothing. 
Proper trialling! Lunch was taken ‘on the 
hoof’ and tasted even better with a bit of 
dirt. We progressed slowly through 
stylist Cheltenham and saw a signpost 
to ‘The Ladies College’.  
 

The Liege continued to burble along, 
and despite many knocks and bangs 
from poorly positioned rocks, nothing fell 
off or broke. Nearing the end, we went 
close to the village of Sapperton. This 
reminded me of the time, many years 
ago, when the BBC entrusted me and 
another young speleologist with a 
camera and lights when we ventured 
into the canal tunnel in an inflatable 
boat. We thought that we’d hit the big 
time when they bought us beer and 
sandwiches at the Tunnel House Inn 
afterwards. 
 
Towards the end of the trial, the sun 
came out and Minchinhampton hove into 
sight. We’d made it to the finish some 
six and half-hours after the start. Thank 
you Stroud for your efforts. 
 
Arrived home in Somerset after 6 pm. 
Twelve hours of downright good fun 
from the start to the end of the day. 
Results? We’ll peruse them at a later 
date at our leisure. 

 

 

John  Heseltine 
 01493 740545 is 

available  to 
bounce / navigate 
on some classic 

trials. 
 

Experienced and 
has own transport  

to the start of 
events. 
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GRAHAM STUART BRASIER 
 

Born in London, but always claiming to have been conceived in Cornwall, 
Graham lived for motorsport. In his younger days he was a good tennis 
player reaching junior county level prior to being sent into the Merchant 
Navy by his parents. He was a navigator on oil tankers visiting such places 
as Japan and the Middle East, but undertook his national service in the 
Army. 
 

His first motor-sport award he gained in 1956 acting as a navigator in a 
Camel Vale Motor Club rally but his real desire lay in driving – and driving 
fast. This desire led him to compete in the Esso Uniflow and Kent 
Messenger saloon car championships where he shared a Hillman Imp with 
David Oliver. Graham is also credited with winning the first Formula Vee 
race where he received support from Cotswold Garages for the Rochester 
Trophy meeting. That support continued enabling him to race an Alfa 
Romeo in local sprints and hill climbs. 
 

Never one to sit still he contested the RAC production car trial 
championship where in 1989 he achieved third overall prior to 
concentrating on classic trials. Always competitive he won a Triple Award 
in 1996 and again in 1998, which also included the Baddeley Award for 
the best overall performance in the three MCC classic trials. 
 

One of his proudest achievements was winning the class and finishing 
sixteenth overall with me acting as navigator, in the 2000 Monte Carlo 
Challenge historic rally in his beloved 1285cc Okrasa Beetle. It was in a 
similar car that we crashed badly whilst competing on LE JOG on 
Saturday 4th December. 
 

Graham was very much his own man who often held strong opinions, 
which he never 
flinched from 
expressing. He 
was a great 
character who will 
be sorely missed. 
Our sympathies 
are extended to 
Janette, his wife, 
and his two sons, 
Duncan and 
Russell. 
 
Dennis Greenslade 
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The topic of differential testing has 
recently been high on the ACTC 
agenda. There presumably is a 
problem with the suspicion that some 
competitors are stretching the rules, 
whether or not remains to be seen. I 
should like to put in my two 
pennyworth to the discussion with a 
suggestion not to go OTT in the 
application of these tests as the 
following tale will tell. 
 

On the Lands End trial last Easter I 
and my MGB were out of the running 
for awards by the lunch stop, but were 
enjoying ourselves. At the lunch stop 
we had a diff. test run by an 
acquaintance of ours. Our turn came, 
he signalled us on, but we couldn't get 
on as the wheel was spinning. After 
what seemed several minutes I asked 
if that was ok? "Oh no, you have to 
get onto the rollers". After several 
more minutes and a lot of shoving and 
messing about we got on. We then 
had a prolonged test of several more 
minutes at varying revs. Then of 
course! We couldn't get off! 
 

So several more minutes with the 
wheel spinning before we got pushed 
off, by which time the diff was 
probably very hot. The next two 

sections we failed, 
so more wheelspin. 
Bishop's Wood was 
ok, then Bluehills 1, 
which I just failed, 
more wheelspin! I 
then asked the chief 
marshal if I should 
reverse out? "Oh 
no, we'll push you". 
A decision we were 
both to regret. 
 

We took a run, still 
stopped, we spun, 
they pushed, no 

good (MGB's are heavy!), they pushed 
more, we revved more, eventually 
after many minutes and with the 
marshals supplemented by several 
spectators, we spun over the top of 
the greasy cobbles onto the tarmac 
and bang - the diff bust! Trial over on 
the last but one section. 
 

As those of you who have read my 
recent "Bombproof" submission to 
"Triple" (written before the Lands 
End), will appreciate, the diff on an 
MGB is one of it's weaker points. We 
have bust diffs before, but not in such 
simple circumstances. It is my opinion 
that the diff got extremely hot and 
affected the internal components to 
such an extent that they were 
weakened. 
 

It is also my opinion that this 
originated from the prolonged diff test 
at Wilsey Down, that it got so hot 
there that it never had time to recover 
and was to eventually spoil our day 
and add another Did Not Finish to the 
car’s 15 year history, and require a 
recovery from the bottom of Bluehills 
 

Hence my suggestion to scrutineers or 
diff testers, please don't overdo it! 
 

Brian Osborn 

Bustin! 
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Windwhistle Motor Club’s Second single venue 
clubsport Bovey Down Trial, Hangman’s Stone near 

Seaton in East Devon 
 

Sunday 10th April 2005  
 

22+ sections including Norman’s Hump, Clinton, Monica, Hilary  
plus one or two new ones. Two special tests. 

 

30 competitors only       Clerk of the Course:Tim Whellock 
 

Pie van booked to provide breakfast, lunch, tea, coffee and cake all day 
 

Get some valuable daylight attempts at your favourite  
Exeter and Hardy sections 

 

See Restart Issue 2 June 2004 for report and pictures of the first  
Bovey Down Trial 

 
Contact:  Tim Whellock 01460 53645 home 01460 66434 work 

timwhellock@supanet.com   

Tina Allaway looks on as the trials’ world is shocked to hear that Dave Haizelden 
decides to ditch the Golf!                                                         (Photo: Giles Greenslade) 
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The Allen Trial  
by Rob Wells 

 

I  bought my Troll chassis T6E/012 
from Ben Dyer in Minehead during 
August this year, whilst on a caravan 
holiday in Hereford. I gave Ben a 

deposit and went down to collect it in my 
Volkswagen LT van the following 
weekend. We have a historic 1959 
Morgan +4 and have adapted the van 
with ramps to take the car inside, 
thinking this would do nicely, I journeyed 
from Potters Bar to Minehead only to 
find that a Troll with wire wheels is wider 
than a Morgan +4 and does not fit in a 
Volkswagen van. We took the wheel nut 
spinners off and it just squeezed in. The 
trouble was, by the time I got home, the 
wheels had worked their way outwards 
and it would not come out! The ultimate 
solution was 3mm off the thread of each 
hub and a set of “travelling” flat knock-on 
wheel nuts. A quick run round the lanes 
and into the garage, as developing a 
certain Morgan Aero 8 British GT car 
kept me busy for the rest of the summer, 
not to mention the racing +4 that blew its 
engine at Le Mans and shredded its 
clutch in Estoril. Ho hum. 
 
Moving from the going round in circles to 
the going up muddy hills, the first trial 
was to be the Hardy Classic, this was 
cancelled due to forces of nature but 
Carlie kindly squeezed us in at no 71 for 
the Allen. 
 

Being used to doing the MCC Classics 
in a Volvo Deluxe, previously a Skoda 
and a long time before that a Morgan, 
we were in for a wake-up call.  
 

We guessed it was going to be muddy 
when the van had to be towed into the 
trailer field. Thank you Tim. The car was 
pretty much as I bought it except for the 
addition, under the direction of Caroline, 
my long time passenger, of a roof and a 
heater. The Volvo Deluxe had obviously 

spoilt her, but I do not want her bottling 
out before we get to Basingstoke in 
January. I have yet to explain to her that 
lady passengers in Trolls are Trollettes 
or is it Trollops?  
 
My old mate Eric Pritchard, however, 
was doing duty this time so off with the 
roof straight away, well we did not want 
to look like cissies did we? Although I 
must say the heater was quite pleasant 
on occasions, and as a spectacle wearer 
I am sure that when it is chucking it 
down I am going to appreciate not 
having to look through rain on four glass 
surfaces. 
 
Tog Hill with 10 psi was a doddle and we 
got up Brick Hill with the same pressure 
once we managed to get to the start of 
the section! Tried the grass to no avail. 
Never seen so much mud. The car 
turned from green and yellow to brown 
and so did we. 
 
Bitton Lane with 15 psi was a good test. 
I must learn how to drive this thing. 
However, enthusiastic bouncing and 
perseverance ensured success. 
 
Guy’s Hill looked a doddle, we were 
getting cocky now, but at the restart we 
just slipped back down the hill. And it did 
not even look muddy. How do you pull 
away on those slippery stones? The 
Strode special tests were great fun, 
especially reversing back through the 
lake round the corner. I must fit a 
second windscreen on the back. A fail 
on the Travers Hill restart, where in 
retrospect some more welly might have 
helped, preceded the rest halt at the 
Chew Valley Lake picnic area, 
surprisingly busy with visitors despite 
fairly dreary weather. We were refreshed 
with hot soup, rolls and coffee. A fair 
delay at Burledge suggested it would be 
difficult but without a tyre pressure limit 
we got away from the restart only to 
come to a halt before 3. 



25 

By the time we reached Nanny Hurns it 
was dark but the short corkscrew was no 
problem once we guessed where it 
went. I read recently that Colin 
Chapman fitted headlights that swivelled 
with the steering to his Austin Seven 
chassis, 1172 cc engined Lotus Mark II 
in 1950. So that’s where Citroen got the 
idea for the Citroen Maserati. They 
would have come in handy in Nanny 
Hurns. 
 

Little Uplands killed us on the restart but 
it was satisfying to finish with a clear on 
the long final section John Walker. Back 
to the Cross House pub not forgetting to 
change to the narrow wheel nuts before 
loading up and partaking of an excellent 
supper before travelling  home in the 
van. 
 

Thanks to long time Troll competitor 
Stuart Harrold for his advice and to Chris 
Phillips for the introduction to the ACTC. 
Sent my subscription and am waiting for 
the Clee Hills regs to drop on the mat.  
 
Special thanks to Carlie and the boys for 
organising a grand day out, and for 
giving me some tie wraps to repair an 
errant wind deflector on the 
windscreen.It’s amazing how much more 
you see when you have had a good (if 
short) night’s sleep the night before. 
 
Finally to the job list. Not too long, but its 
amazing how they grow once you start 
working on the car. Having ascertained 
that under the mud it was indeed my 
Troll, the only real job was to fit a catch 
tank to the engine breather, complete 
with a drain back into the sump via a 
tube into the blanking plate for the 
mechanical fuel pump.It chucked a fair 
amount of oil out of the breather whilst 
giving the engine grief on Long Uplands. 
The Exeter will reveal if the modification 
works. 
 

For the rest, the idea is to gain some 
space in the back. It’s for the Trollette’s 

steamer trunk on the Exeter you know. 
These things never used to be a 
problem in the Volvo Deluxe, they just 
added to the much needed ballast. 
When I bought it years ago, I reasoned 
that with a fairly short wheelbase and 
the gearbox at the back, the weight 
distribution would be just right. I did not 
notice that the large cast iron engine 
was ahead of the front wheels. It was 
very reliable however, and great on a 
dry day. 
 

Back to the Troll, I pinched Stuart’s idea 
and put the fire extinguisher on top of 
the gearbox cover, and I am ditching my 
Volvo sized air bottle in the back for a 
much smaller one mounted by the spare 
wheels. My scissor jack is now mounted 
to a circular piece of ½ inch plywood and 
lives inside a spare wheel. Well, you 
can’t be a Morgan man and not have a 
bit of wood somewhere in the car. 
 
I’ve just found the pinion flange on the 
diff seems a bit loose- hmmmm, and 
where are my warm gloves. 
 

See you on the Exeter or the Clee Hills. 

ACTC awards 
presentation & 
dinner dance 

 

June 4th, 2005 
 

Aztec Hotel, Bristol 
 

For more information 
contact  

Giles Greenslade 
  

01985 214861 
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Mechanics 
Trial 

photographs 
by Lens 2 

Image 
on Alf’s 
Delight 

 
Jonathan & Pat 
Toulmin, Marlin 

Jeremy Flann, 
Austin 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicola Wainwright, 
VW Beetle 
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Allen Trial 
photographs 

by Lens 2 
Image 

on Birch Hill 

Peter Fear and 
Dick Andrews, 
Dingo Spl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul & Tina 
Allaway, Vauxhall 
Astra 

Tim Smith & Sue 
Hancock, Marlin 
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Allen Trial 2004 
by G.M.Dixon-Smith 

 

T his was my second Allen, which 
I decided to enter after having 
enjoyed last year’s event so 
much. However, the car, a red 

Morgan with a 2.0 Fiat engine, has 
possibly done the event before in the 
hands of Geoff Margetts, who 
campaigned it for many years. 
 

Trials always start with repairs due to 
the last event and any improvements 
that can be dreamt up. Bamford had not 
been kind to the rear wing during the 
Edingburgh and it was badly out of 
shape. Improvements came in the form 
of new front springs and new, larger, 
rear tyres. 
 

Things were starting to go wrong even 
before the trial started. My usual 
passenger, Darren Hunt, was suffering 
with back trouble and for some reason 
did not think a day of bouncing up rough 
tracks would be part of the cure. Luckily, 
I was able to enlist the help of Graham 
Turner who, besides being involved with 
trials for many years and a regular 
passenger on MCC events in various 
vehicles, also owns a Fiat powered  
Morgan. Always good when your 
passenger can help with the repairs! 
 

The gentle drive from Malvern to the 
start did not take long and we were soon 
able to join the queue for scrutineering. 
The queue consisted on one car in front 
of us! Within 10 minutes we had signed 
on and ordered breakfast. Most trials are 
efficient but this was the best ever.  
 
The first section, Tog Hill, was 
conveniently close to the start. Bill 
Farrow did not need to give preferential 
treatment to the only Morgan on the trial 
since we cleared the hill with ease. A 
hard surface with lots of traction made 
for a good first climb.  

Birch Hill is always fun getting to the 
section. At least there was assistance at 
hand if required. My memory of sections 
is always poor so I end up driving too 
slow up the ones which should be flat 
out and too fast up the boulder strewn 
rock faces! Birch hill I remembered 
though. It did not help but at least I got 
further than last year. The kinks at the 
top causing too much sliding rather then 
forward motion and we eventually slid 
into a slight bank on the right. More 
damage to that rear wing. The friendly 
face of ex-Morgan man, John Sargeant 
was there to guide us back to the turning 
point. This gave a good vantage point to 
see Brian Osborn charge up in his MGB 
only to stop in the same place. Great hill 
and a good blast through the mud at the 
top. Maybe next year I’ll see the very 
top! 
 

Bitton Lane was an easy hill but made 
more difficult with the restart, which 
claimed a few victims during the day. 
 

Luckily, class 5 didn’t have a restart on 
Guy’s Hill. The notes I made on the day 
said “Hard for those doing it”. Looking at 
the results this was a bit of an 
understatement. Even without a restart 
we could not find any grip. It was just 
like a wet, steep cobbled street. It 
certainly gave a wide range of results. 
 

The Strode special tests were straight 
forward enough. Test 2 was very 
cunning with a large water splash hidden 
around the corner. Give people a choice 
and some will get it wrong. Shortest 
route through the deepest water or the 
longer route to the edge? Flat out 
through the water or take it easy to avoid 
drowning the engine? Wipers on and 
through the deep water. Just as special 
tests should be. 
 
A clean on Travers Hill and on to the 
scenic lunch break. Good facilities and 
parking area and 30 minutes is just right. 
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Little grip at the start of the section and 
then lack of ground clearance gave a 
score of 5 on Burledge. At least the 
holding point gave a good view of a 
couple of cars including Colin 
Perryman’s 2002 BMW which stormed 
past to clear the hill proving it was 
possible for some. This was another hill 
to sort us all out with a wide variety of 
scores. 
 
Nanny Hurns didn’t suit the Morgan’s 
low ground clearance and relatively long 
wheelbase either. The sharp left hand 
bend gives little change of launching 
over the hump and we bottomed out. 
 
The wet access road to Little Uplands 
gave a nice bit of green lane driving. 
Plenty of water on the road. The start of 
the section was simple enough but the 
top was rough but with plenty of grip. 
 
John Walker gave an easy climb to 
finish the sections. John Sargeant, like 
so many others, doing a second shift as 
official another hill. 
 

Sign off was quick and easy followed a 
by coffee before the journey home. 
 
Hopefully the only damage was a slightly 
bent rear wing. I hope the preparations 
for the Exeter don’t reveal otherwise. 
 
Full marks to Bristol Motor Club and all 
of the marshals ando fficials for a well 
run, evenly paced event. It was not 
rushed, nor too slow. Sections were not 
very damaging, yet challenging (for 
class 5 at least). There was a mixture of 
mud, ruts and polished surfaces to catch 
us out. Even the weather was good, with 
rain the night before followed by a dry 
day. How about arranging for sunshine 
next year!! 
 
And finally, many thanks to Graham for 
stepping in as passenger at the last 
minute. 
 

Brian Osborn on Birch Hill 
(Photo: Gregor Dixon-Smith) 
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The Allen Trial by Colin Weeks 
 

J ust after the MGCC Autumn Trial 
we (my son Michael and myself) 
received an email from Brian 
Osborn suggesting that we might 

like to join him on saying farewell to his 
trusty “B” on the Allen. Although never 
having competed in a multi venue 
classic trial, this fitted in quite well with 
my role as ASWMC Trials Secretary, as 
I do like to get out at least once a year to 
find out what goes on at the sharp end. 
Another plus was that I needed to 
deliver my Halda Speedpilot to Bristol for 
a repair . 
 

Like all good ideas, things never quite 
work out in practice. Martin Jubb, alias 
King Cog, had departed for the States; 
and although the PCT season had 
finished a further problem arose due to 
the last two PCTs being somewhat 
rougher than usual. These resulted in 
our losing the exhaust and sumpguard, 
modifying the bodywork but collecting 
two 1st overalls and the ASWMC PCT 
Championship. However time was short 
so in order to make sure we had 
adequate protection for the Allen we had 
Simon May of ASM make up a new 
sump guard and fix the blowing exhaust. 
All of this meant that we didn’t get our 
car back until 36 hours before the event. 
 

We were confident therefore that we had 
a good car, however were still a little 
apprehensive about the ground 
clearance and overall diff ratio. We were 
also a little concerned about the 
prospect of mud! 24 hours before the 
event a further worry arose when we 
found a large pool of oil beneath the car. 
Usually this meant the oil filter had come 
loose – however a quick check indicated 
that this wasn’t the case. Further 
investigation showed that the leak was 
coming from the clutch housing which 
could only mean two things: it was either 
from the gearbox or crankshaft oil seal. 

A look in the gearbox confirmed the 
worst it was coming from the crankshaft 
oil seal. I was just about to ring Carlie to 
cancel our entry when one further 
thought came to mind. When Simon had 
been repairing the exhaust he also 
replaced the exhaust gasket – could it 
be in any way that the crankcase 
breather pipe to the carburettor was 
leaking thus leaving the crankcase with 
a +ve pressure – a common fault on A 
series engines. Further inspection 
showed that sure enough the hoses 
were not tight, so we decided to take a 
chance and set off to Bristol. 
 

Michael was to be on the maps; and as 
it was my car I was due to drive (even 
though I have to say Michael is a better 
driver). Sunday morning arrived and our 
first challenge was the trailer park. 
Experience told us that the water in the 
fields and roads indicated that this would 
be muddy so we decided to off load in 
the road and take the car and trailer into 
the field separately – a wise move. 
 

With everything sorted we set off for 
scrutineering, which went very smoothly 
and I have to say was very professional. 
Signing on followed with a quick chat to 
some familiar faces to find out some 
clues as to what we should do – 
particularly regarding tyre pressures. 
Don’t worry was the general view – apart 
from Burledge you should fly up 
everything. Off to the start TL; TL: TR 
and onto the first hill –Tog Hill – tyres 
down to 16psi and straight up no 
problem. Things would change at the 
next section – Birch Hill – where we 
joined a queue waiting for the Trojan to 
get up the track to the start. We were 
advised that this was more difficult than 
the hill, which needed to be taken flat 
out! Unfortunately we didn’t quite get off 
the line fast enough came round the 
corner and hit MUD!! – Our Midget just 
refuses to go anywhere in MUD – so a 5 
was dropped. Bitton Hill, the next section 
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gave us no problems although Guys Hill 
did. This section I am sure that if we had 
treated it as a PCT section with no red 
mist we would have managed to have 
climbed further up. 
 

By now we had reached the special 
tests, but had not read the instructions – 
ie an incorrect test equalled a fail. Test 2 
was to prove a disaster we hit the water 
too fast, flooded the electrics such that 
the car was only firing on two plugs and 
failed to stop astride the offset finish line. 
We were not too worried because we 
thought we should just receive a 
maximum. However when the results 
arrived we found we had dropped an 
unexpected 6 points. By this time we 
had lost our brakes and were anxiously 
awaiting the half way halt. After three 
attempts we got the car off the ground 
and too much relief found all the brakes 
working – it just proves what water in the 
brakes can do. 
 

After lunch we attempted and failed 
Burledge – more ground clearance 
required here; as we also found on 
Johnny Walker. At the finish we were 
convinced that we had done reasonably 
well from a class standpoint equalling 

Colin Biles’ 
Midget’s 
performance. In 
fact we finished 
3rd in class out of 
6, which for a first 
attempt we were 
really pleased. 
 

How did we find it 
compared with a 
PCT? In a 
nutshell they are 
like chalk and 
cheese. Both 
have their 
challenges and 
require different 
skills and car 

preparations. Without doubt classic trials 
provide a greater overall challenge and 
involve both team members far more 
than PCTs. However PCTs do allow 
both team members to drive – this is a 
considerable bonus if you wish to get 
your son or daughter involved as they 
can start competing at 12 and driving at 
15. Low down torque rather than out and 
out power is also and advantage. They 
also concentrate far more on using right 
foot control and handbrake turns. 
 

Car selection and preparation is again 
different. In PCTs cars have to run on 
fixed minimum tyre pressures, differing 
by type of vehicle and in some classes 
by engine size. In class D (ACTC cars 
up to class 6 including 7(c)) to gain grip 
there is a need for additional ballast over 
the driving wheels. Because of the 
peculiar index of performance system 
any car can be competitive, class 8 and 
other class 7 cars are however 
excluded.  
 

Two other major differences occur 
“damage” and event cost. In both of 
these PCTs are cheaper. As to the Allen 
we had a fantastic time and learned a 
lot. Will we do it again – the answer has 
to be YES!   

Colin & Michael on Nanny Hurns 
(Photo: Jonathan Toulmin) 
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The Allen Dilemma 
by Colin Biles 

 

“ 
You have a choice for the 28th 
November, my dear" said the 
present Mrs Biles. It was six weeks 
ago. "Either, you come Christmas 

shopping with me, or you can go on the 
Allen, providing I can use the joint credit 
cards for presents. I'm sure Lloyd would 
navigate for you." 
 
So, was it to be a day of controlled retail 
therapy at Cribbs Causeway, or a trip 
out in the Midget, with the hope of extra 
points for the Crackington table. On the 
one hand I could limit the damage by 
keeping a tight grip on my wallet. On the 
other, I knew that, if I didn't go shopping, 
the outcome could be an embarrassing 
appearance before my Bank Manager, 
when the bills come home to roost, after 
Christmas. 
 
I called for Lloyd at 6 am. 
 
The hour's run over to Doynton in the 
open top was good. The rain clouds had 
cleared and the moon was bright. Will ‘o-
the-wisps filled the valley bottoms and 
there was little traffic to bother us. In the 
pub car park I came across Jonathan 
Toulmin performing advanced auto 
electronics on the Marlin. "Something to 
do with a flaming fuse!" he exclaimed. 
 
Our low start number required the taking 
of a quick breakfast and we were soon 
making towards Birch Hill in Bill Bennett 
country. At this point Lloyd was in 
reflective mood. Clearly the excellent 
double bacon butty served by the 
Britney Spears look-a-like barmaid had 
made quite an impression on him. "Was 
there a chance she would be on duty for 
the evening meal?" he mused. Here, I 
should point out that Lloyd is still a 'free 
man' playing the field and she was very 
pretty. 

I wondered how the present Mrs 'B' was 
doing with our credit cards? 
 
Bill Bennett swears the top of Birch Hill 
is not 'doctored! So how come the 
quagmire, after the gateway, had the 
consistency of porridge mixed with 
polyfiller! It stuck everywhere 
contributing to our first failure of the day. 
It was some consolation, however, 
hearing John Sargeant's words of 
encouragement. At least I think that's 
what he shouted. 
 
On the run across to Travers, I noticed 
Lloyd was 'resting' his eyes. He's a bit of 
a night owl is our Lloyd and was still 
recovering from the early start. We were 
following a couple of Beetles at the time 
and I asked him "are we still on the right 
road " He opened his eyes, thought for a 
moment then calmly said "Oh yes, I 
expected us to be about here." 
 
Before lunch things had gone according 
to plan. "You have a plan?" you cry! The 
roots on Guy's proved as slippery as I 
can remember and the muddy pond 
across the track officially called 'Strode 
2' would necessitate a visit to the jet 
wash on the way home. Lloyd didn't 
think we went fast enough through it, for 
the water had only come over the 
bonnet. "It should have come over the 
windscreen to get the best time of the 
day!" he observed. 
 
We arrived early on Travers and were 
greeted by the ubiquitous John and June 
Blakeley. Theirs’ is always such a 
cheerful greeting and usually they turn 
up in some remote corner of the land. By 
way of contrast Travers overlooking 
Blagdon Lake was quite civilised and the 
view quite stunning. 
 
The lunch stop by Chew Valley Lake 
proved to be informative and 
educational. There was an opportunity to 
look at other competitors' vehicles and 
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learn how the day was going. Also, a 
visit to the artist's studio next to the cafe 
revealed a marvellous collection of 
landscapes. In particular I liked the 
picture of the paddle steamer Waverley 
making it's way up the Avon Gorge 
towards the Clifton suspension bridge. 
Perhaps I should mention this to Mrs 'B' 
for the Christmas list? 
 
The 'apres lunch' sections gave plenty of 
variety. On Burledge, start marshal Ian 
Moss was suitably attired for the 
occasion. He waved us off up the hill 
where we promptly fell into the gully. 
After reversing and turning we were 
waved back down again by Ian, with 
equal panache.  
 
Lloyd thought Nanny Hurns resembled a 
'Wall of Death ride.' I suppose it does 
when you think about it. Little Uplands 
was a great drive. We were going so 
well, "Which is surprising for a Midget!" 
Did I hear you say, that I failed to 
acknowledge the distinguished presence 
of Mr Gerald Burridge of the MG Half 
Crackers trials team, who was 

positioned on the restart box. I thought it 
polite to ring him afterwards and 
apologise. Groveling or what! 
 

Johnny Walker proved to be our 
Achillies heal. I knew trouble was 
brewing the minute we lost grip in the 
assembly area, even before we reached 
the start. Dropping rear tyre pressures to 
10psi improved traction but, there was a 
cost to ground clearance. After a dive 
through the brook and a positive climb 
up the first half section, we dropped into 
the left hand rut and stopped. So next 
year. . . . . . . . . 
 

Back at the pub we had an excellent 
meal, good beer and friendly company. 
Lloyd continued to dream of Britney 
Spears, the barmaid and I wondered if I 
could convince the bank manager of the 
joys of trialing! Thanks to Lloyd for his 
navigation and very special thanks to 
Carlie, Pete, Mark, Tim and all the 
marshals who gave us such a great 
day's motor sport. 
 

Published with the kind permission of 
the present Mrs 'B'! 

Colin & Lloyd on Nanny Hurns 
(Photo: Jonathan Toulmin) 
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The 2004 Allen Trial 
by Steve Potter 

 

I  hoped that I would get an entry for 
this year’s Allen Trial the minute I 
finished last year’s! Some trials 
stand out head and shoulders above 

the others. Preparations for this year’s 
event got underway fairly late for me as I 
returned from holiday on the 2nd 
November with a gearbox rebuild to do 
and a half made trailer to finish. Up until 
now I had begged or borrowed various 
trailers to get my car to events. A good 
trailer is very important when you drive a 
1925 Trojan with a road speed of 40 
mph maximum and you have to be at 
work on Monday morning. 
 

Sunday morning duly arrived and I 
picked up my brother Phil at 5.15 am in 
plenty of time for a steady drive towards 
Bristol. The new trailer worked perfectly 
and we arrived on time. I had a 
suspicion that things maybe a little wet, 
when as we arrived at the trailer-parking 
field I had to be towed in to park the car 
and trailer before I could unload. The 
same fate befell each arrival including 
John Wilton in the other Trojan, Paul 
Bartleman in the Troll and Jeremy Flann 
in the Austin 7. Luckily it was only a 
short drive to ‘The Cross House’ and the 
start. The two Trojans drove straight into 
the scrutineering bays and after 
floorboard removal to expose the engine 
and various bits, like throttle springs, 
petrol pipes etc. we were given the all 
clear from the officials and parked up. 
We then signed on, checked for route 
changes and adjusted tyre pressures. 
 

Our start time this year was 8.34 am 
with the other Trojan hot on our heels. 
We were really grateful to the organisers 
for an early number, as it makes all the 
difference to getting around the route in 
a car with a fairly low road speed. On 
towards hill no. 1 – Tog Hill. We deflated 
the tyres and climbed the section with no 

trouble. The section was not particularly 
rough and a reasonably easy gradient 
and I guess most would have climbed it.  
 

As we turned into the track that leads up 
to Birch Hill we could see that the car in 
front of us was struggling to get up the 
hill to the start line. This looked ominous, 
but we slithered and slid our way up to 
the start. This was only a foretaste of 
what was to come. We got away off the 
start line comfortably and up the first 
part of the section. As we approached 
the 7 marker I could see a morass of 
sticky clay and deep ruts on the right 
hand side. The Trojan managed to claw 
its way to score a five. I was a little 
disappointed with my efforts, as last year 
I cleared the section. I think other cars 
with a better turn of speed probably got 
through. Quite a tough section with lots 
of power required but nevertheless very 
enjoyable. We returned to the foot of the 
section and took the alternative route to 
rejoin the main trial. 
 

Next is Bitton Lane. In past years we 
have done this section first. It made a 
change to tackle the hills in a different 
order, if only to keep us on our toes in 
the navigation department. I was 
pleased to see that we had only dropped 
back one place in the queue. Our 
problem is that everybody generally 
overtakes us on the road. Tyres suitably 
deflated, we set off up the section and 
climbed it with the minimum of fuss, 
perhaps not so easy if you have to stop 
for the restart on that greasy corner. 
Inflate the tyres, consult the route and 
off to another old favourite, Guys Hill. 
 

We deflate the tyres and opt for what we 
think will give us maximum grip as in 
previous years we have mostly failed 
near the top on those greasy roots. It’s 
always a careful balance between 
engine speed and grip in the Trojan, the 
engine producing a little over 11 bhp. 
We left the start line at a steady rate and 
made our way slowly but surely through 
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the restart box towards the top of the 
section. As we approached the 2 marker 
I could see that we were going to clean 
it. We were excited to be the first car up 
through the gate. As we turned and 
made our descent it gave us a good idea 
of how steep it was. Of course it would 
have been a different story if we had to 
stop for the restart, as it looked very 
greasy. It will make interesting reading 
to see how many failed to get going 
again once they had stopped. We made 
our way down to the gate and into the 
field to pump up. The other Trojan with 
my friend, John Wilton, arrived. We 
didn’t see his climb but he was going 
well until he got caught out by those 
dreaded roots near the top, scoring a 2. 
Nevertheless, an excellent climb. 

We left Guys Hill feeling very 
pleased with ourselves and 
headed off to Strode special 
test . We entered the track and 
stopped in a short queue as we 
were still on time and the test 
had not opened yet. Then from 
the opposite direction appeared 
3 or 4 motorcycles, which were 
not part of the trial entry. After 
about 5 or 10 minutes of trying 
to get past the cars they gave 
up and turned around and 
headed off the way they had 
come in. There was no fuss and 
I guess that they were just as 
entitled to be there as us. Once 
the track was clear we 
proceeded to do special test 1. 
This was executed perfectly, if 
not a little slow. 
 

On through the lane to special 
test 2. This was a different story. 
As we left line A we entered a 
large deep puddle. We decided 
to opt for the reasonably careful 
approach, rather than flood the 
engine. The test was carried out 
fine, once again a little slowly. 
I’m sure that during the day 

there must have been some spectacular 
performances with those wishing to 
achieve a good time. After watching the 
other Trojan complete test 2 we made 
our way to the road and on to Travers. 
 

Having selected our tyre pressures we 
moved along the lane to the diff. test, 
had a chat with the marshal and drove 
over the rollers and on up to the start. 
No test for us, as the Trojan has a solid 
rear axle. A relatively straightforward 
climb, fairly rocky near the top, ideal for 
the Trojan. We cleared the section and 
made our way out to the road then 
headed off to the Chew Valley Lake 
across the dam to the picnic area and 
the lunch stop. We had a 30-minute stop 
there where we met up with a friend 

Steve Potter on Guy’s Hill 
(Photo: Jonathan Toulmin) 
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from the Trojan OC who follows our 
trialling activities with great interest. 
During lunch we checked our gearbox oil 
etc. and made sure the drive chain to 
the back axle was correctly tensioned. 
 

After our lunch stop we headed off to 
observed section 6 – Burledge. Here we 
selected as low a tyre pressure as we 
could as not only is the hill tough and 
greasy and fairly steep, but the deep 
potholes are waiting to catch out the 
unwary. We started off well and made 
good progress and as we neared the 
section end a rear wheel fell into a hole 
and we came to a stop at the number 1 
marker. I was very disappointed after 
such a valiant effort by Phil and myself 
to clear it. Not wishing to back all the 
way down we asked Nigel Moss to give 
us a push. He stood on the spare wheel 
rack and we drove off out of the top. 
What a fantastic section and I intend to 
climb it next year. I hope everyone else 
enjoyed it as much as we did. 
 

Next was another old favourite – Nanny 
Hurns. I am never quite sure how to 
tackle this section. The turn into it is 
quite tight especially for the Trojan as 

the rear 
wheels 
tend to 
push you 
forwards all 
the time 
even on full 
lock. This 
time I opted 
for a 
reasonably 
slow 
approach 
and put the 
power on 
after I had 
turned the 
corner. 
This proved 
to be a 

good decision as it all went perfectly. We 
crested the rise and turned back out 
onto the track to go clear. 
 
We headed off to Little Uplands. This 
section has always been a bit of a jinx. 
The first year I entered the Trojan I 
broke a road spring. Last year I was 
complacent about the tyre pressures 
and didn’t bother to deflate. This cost me 
a failure at the restart line. This year I 
managed to get it right and we cleaned 
the hill. The final section of the day, was 
John Walker. Once again no queue so 
we deflated and moved over to the track 
to the start. A good steady climb though 
not to be taken for granted. I think it was 
wetter last year, as we seemed to clear 
it comfortably. We pumped up the tyres 
for the last time and headed off to the 
finish. At the pub we signed off and 
decided to load the car on the trailer 
before it got dark, especially as we had 
finished on time, which was very 
unusual for us. At the trailer parking we 
encountered the same difficulty getting 
out of the field as we had done getting 
in. Thank goodness for those kind 
friends with the Land Rover. 
 

John Wilton on Nanny Hurns 
(Photo: Jonathan Toulmin) 
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Camel Classic Trial 
photos by  

Aaron Haizelden 

Adrain Dommett & 
Judy Phillips on 
Laneskin 1 

Mike Collins on 
Pormorla 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Simon Groves on 
Trerice 
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Camel Classic Championship 
Decider 2004 

by Dave Haizelden 
 

T his event was to decide who 
would be Crackington and 
Wheelspin Champions for 2004. 
Paul Bartleman, Ian Davis and 

Andrew Martin were vying for the 
Wheelspin while Adrian Marfell, Harvey 
Waters and Bill Bennett were within 
points of each other for the Crackington. 
 

Camel Vale had a new venue for the start 
of the Camel Classic, the car park of 
Roach Village Hall and ACTC stalwarts 
John and June Blakeley provided efficient 
scruitineering. Sadly Harvey Waters 
Escort blew a head gasket on the way to 
the start, other non-starters were Pete 
Barr, Dennis Johns and Paul Allaway. In 
the case of the Allaway Astra the car was 
fine but its owner forgot you need a car 
taxed to use it on the road! 
 

In reverse from previous years Laneskin 
was first section this year and the whole 
field went clean on it. Laneskin 2 proved 
to be a different proposition, as no cars 
going clean but three cars dropped one 
point. Leading the way Paul Bartleman 
and Ian Davis in class 8 and Tommy 
Kalber in class 7.Other spectacular 
climbs coming from Dave Haizelden in 
class 1, Adrian Marfell in class 3, Gary 
Browning in Class 6 and Roger Bricknell 
in class 7. 
 

Spotted spectating on the next hill, 
Clinnick a Camel favourite was Camel 
Vale Committee member Roger Hoskins.  
This section produced 11 cleans, all in 
classes 7 and 8. Adrian Marfell with the 
aid of bouncer Nigel Allen again pressed 
home his championship attack by 
dropping three on this hill to Ian Moss’s 
five in class 4. In class 2 Adrian 
Dommett/Judy Phillips extended their 
lead over Bill and Liz Bennett dropping 
five to Bill’s eight. Church Park 1 followed 
Clinnick this year Church Parks 1 and 2 
were reversed. In class 2 Adrian 

Dommett’s Hornet went clean while Bill 
Bennett’s MG dropped three points. In 
class 1 Dave and Aaron Haizelden 
became video stars by trying to demolish 
a bank in front of cameraman Alan Cundy 
on their way to a clean. David Shrubsole 
in his Maestro has someway to go to 
match previous maestro Maestro Nick 
Farmer, as his Maestro could only pull 
him up to the seven marker but at least 
he didn’t perform Nick’s party trick of 
wrecking the car while doing it! Paul 
Bartleman continued his assault on the 
Wheelspin with a clean on Church Park 
2, ahead of Carl Talbot in class 8 and 
Dave Prowse in class 7 who took a point 
off the Dutton Melos crew of Andrew 
Martin and Jane Beer, to see the top of 
Church Park 2.   
 

Dave Haizelden’s assault on the hills was 
temporarily halted, when a dog belonging 
to a lady jogger assaulted the front of the 
Green Golf. Its fair to say the dog came 
off worse, hardly surprising when you 
know how much lead is in the front of the 
Golf! Fortunately Bob Barrow another 
Camel stalwart was following and took 
both the dog and the lady jogger to the 
vet, where ‘Keffy’ was examined and was 
only suffering from bruises rather than 
lead poisoning through trying to swallow 
the front of the Golf. 
 

Into the woods for Shellwood 1 & 2. 
There were no cleans on Shellwood 1, 
and the best climb was Tony Young who 
dropped one point while John Robilliard 
took points off Gary Browning for the best 
climb in class 6 with two marks dropped. 
Shellwood 1 stung Adrian Dommett’s 
Hornet when a big end shell-wood let go! 
(Paul Allaway had nothing to do with this 
gag!) 
 

Shellwood 2 proved difficult for 
teveryone, best climbs again came from 
class 8, the Bartleman/Davis battle being 
joined by Mike Workman all dropping 
three marks. Dave Symons took one 
point away from everyone in class 1 by 
squeaking the Citroen to a 7.   
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Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 

Air bottle repairs & refills 
Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 

Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 
 

If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 

 
4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 

Junction 10, M5 
Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

 

A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL 

THE ULTRABURN UNIT 
 

A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR  
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES 

GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES 
PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION 

 

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT 

FIT AN ULTRABURN UNIT NOW 
 

AVAILABLE FROM 
 

R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR 
 

Main Distributors to the vintage and classic movement 
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list 
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Heligan 1 and 2 were next. In class 3 
Dick Bolt, Simon Groves and Sticker 
Martin continued their season long 
battles. Simon and Sticker stuck one over 
on Dick six to seven. In class 4 Ian 
Moss’s Imp matched the Marfell VW with 
three points dropped. In class 1 Ian 
Cundy and Dave Symons pulled a point 
back on Dave Haizelden while Bill 
Bennett was now all on his lonesome in 
class 2. Thomas Bricknell had a quiet 
time scoring on Heligan 2 as this section 
produced 18 cleans. Mike Collins having 
tried 2nd gear on Shellwoods 2 and 
dropped 11 marks attempted the same 
again on this hill and produced the worse 
climb in class 1 by dropping five marks 
leaving Mike as red as his Golf. 
 

Bishopswood was presided over by 
Tristan White and startline marshal John 
Cox. This maybe the last time you see 
John Cox for a while as he is intending to 
compete in the Plymouth – Dakar, 
hopefully John will be using the purple 
Escort and will never be seen again (the 
car that is!) Come to think of it will the 
Escort make Plymouth without recovery?!  
 

As with previous pairs of hills one is less 
troublesome than the other and 
Bishopswood 1 was in excellent form 
stopping the entire field. With 
championship contenders Messrs 
Bartleman and Marfell leading the way 
with one point. Dick Bolt took points off 
Simon Groves and Sticker Martin in class 
3 and in class 1 Dave Haizelden 
stretched his lead by another two points. 
The majority of class 7 stopped at the two 
marker, surprisingly Cornish veteran 
Tommy Kalber stopped at the seven 
which almost certainly cost him the class. 
27 cars went clean on Bishopswood 2 
which was probably just as well as John 
and June Blakeley who after 
scrutineering everyone were busy 
running the hill by themselves. 
 

New hill Trerice made its debut but only 
thirteen cars dropped points on this hill, 
despite the deep ruts. Worst climb was a 

five from David Shrubsole in the Maestro, 
which under the circumstances was 
probably a pretty good climb for him.  
Polmerro’s market garden provided the 
next hill. Best climb of the day was the 
Troll of Paul and Emma with two, Roger 
Bricknell out after a sabbatical eased the 
Vincent to the three marker along with 
Tommy Kalber and Dave Prowse in class 
7. Mike Collins’ eventful run stepped up a 
gear when a hose blew and we’re not 
sure who was steaming more, Mike or 
the car!  With the hose repaired Mike 
then fell off the track on the return to the 
road. This needed a number of bodies to 
get the Golf back on track. 
 

Now heading towards the end of the 
event Lanow 1, 2 and 3 were the final 
hills. Having blown a hose on the 
previous hill Mike Collin’s event came to 
a halt at the six marker when the crown 
wheel and pinion failed. Mike was in good 
company as Dudley Sterry’s gearbox 
broke. Novice Norman Ross in class 8, 
who had been having a particularly good 
run took the wrong route and dropped 12 
marks. The deep ruts on this section 
claimed Ian Moss’s lightweight Imp who 
dropped 9 marks to Adrian Marfell’s 1 in 
class 4. Lanow 2 had 5 cleans on it, all 
the suspects from class 8.  Best climbs in 
class 7 were from Dave Prowse, Roger 
Bricknell and Tommy Kalber all dropping 
one point. Lanow 3 again made the field 
struggle and as ever the Bartleman/Flay 
crew showed their class by being the only 
clean on this hill. The next best score 
was from Ian Davis who dropped 1 mark, 
someway ahead of 6 cars on 3 marks. In 
class 1 Adrian Booth’s Peugeot managed 
an excellent 9 despite a smoking clutch. 
 

Paul and Emma’s superb run to win the 
event has almost certainly given Paul the 
Wheelspin championship ahead of 
Andrew Martin and Ian Davis. Adrian 
Marfell’s clean sweep of class 4 has 
resulted in the Beetle driver taking the 
Crackington championship ahead of 
Harvey Waters and Bill Bennett. 
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THE MOTORCYCLE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
The Pouncy and Red Rose Bowl 
Championship Leagues 
 
Well my predictions at the start of the 
year were at least in part correct. Yoshi 
Adams stormed throughout the year to 
claim the Pouncy championship [must 
have been all that long distance trials 
practice Yoshi], with Ray Gerring some 
way behind in second. 
 
In the Red Rose Bowl, the Griffiths vs 
Hind battle was much closer, with Trevor 
and Alison edging out John by a margin 
of 13 points, to retain the championship 
for the second year running. 
 
The championship winners in full for 
2004 are: 
 
Red Rose Bowl - Trevor Griffiths and 
Alison Nutt 
 
The Pouncy Trophy - Yoshi Adams 
The Templeton Cup - Ray Gerring 
The Andrews Trophy - Chris Lidstone 
The Bude & District Challenge Cup - 
Tom Beckerleg 
The Muddy Fox Cup - Mark Worsfold 
 
The Neil Westcott Memorial Road 
Trial 28th November 2004  
 
The 14th Neil Westcott trial took place on 
28th November in dry but cold weather 
conditions. Which is more than can be 
said for the sections where that famous 
Exmoor red mud was the order for the 
day and created some 14 challenging 
sections plus a special test to sort the 
men from the boys. 
 
19 sidecar teams and 125 solo riders 
started the trial – an excellent turnout for 

the final ACTC championship event of 
2004. 
 

Top sidecar pairing were Andy Seward 
and Simon Rogers, who beat M 
Chapman and K Elock by virtue of a 
better special test time. The Young 
partnership took third spot. 
 

In the solos, N Noseworthy was top man 
in the trail bike class and overall winner 
of the Neil Westcott Cup. N Blakemore 
took the over 60’s class win, C Butler 
best lady, P Smith on a BSA the pre 65 
class and P Atkins on a Honda, the twin 
shock class.  
 

Most entertaining sight in the trial was 
on the Slowley special test, where Roger 
Gagg on his 500cc Triumph took a most 
innovative line on the first left hand 
corner and recorded the slowest time of 
all - and that’s including the sidecars. 
Still I can’t really brag, as my overall 
score was marginally higher than my 
age and Roger was streets ahead of me. 
 
An excellent trial organised each year in 
memory to Neil Westcott, who tragically 
died in a motorcycle accident on 
September 9th 1990. Neil was a keen 
member of the organising Exmoor Motor 
Club and will be remembered by all who 
knew him. 
 
Confirmed changes to the rules and 
regulations for motorcycle 
competitors 
 
These were approved at the AGM in 
September and come into effect from 1st 
January. 
 
To summarise, what will happen is; 
 

 That entry to ACTC registered 
events will be open, as at 
present, to affiliated members 
of the ACU/AMCA, the ACTC 
and the local organising club/
centre as appropriate 

42 

 That registration for the Red 
Rose Bowl and Pouncy 
championships will be required 
to score championship points 

 That registered members will 
be automatically included on 
the mailing lists of all 
organising clubs  

 That registered members will 
receive Restart upon payment 
of the necessary subscription 

 
The challenge now is to encourage 
registration for the championship and 
readers of Restart [most of whom will 
already be registered] can please do 
their part in encouraging their 
motorcycle riding buddies to join the 
ACTC. Membership application forms 
are available on the website 
www.actc.org.uk or contact me below. 
 
You will no doubt be asked why they 
should register and what benefits they 
will get. Well, apart from the opportunity 
to compete in a vibrant and glittering 
championship, membership brings the 
benefit of a quarterly publication and 
event regulations being posted to your 
address. But perhaps most importantly, 
ACTC membership strengthens the 
association’s hand in influencing 
government policy and public 
perceptions towards motor sport and 
particularly long distance motor trials. 
 
The late John Burton 
 

There will be few readers unaware of 
the tragic loss of John Burton. Although 
I only knew John for a short time, I was 
always impressed by his sense of 
humour and friendliness towards all 
competitors. John will be remembered 
for his exploits in both cars and on 
motorcycles – particularly Hondas. 
John’s cheerful grin will be sorely 
missed by all who had the pleasure of 
knowing him. 

 
Championship format for 2005 
 
Elsewhere in this august journal, 
readers will find listed the programme of 
events for 2005. These open on 7th 
January with the MCC’s Edinburgh Trial 
and conclude with the Neil Westcott on 
27th November. In total there are 14 
rounds throughout the year including the 
return of the Sphinx organised by the 
Cheltenham Home Guard Motorcycle 
Club and scheduled for Sunday 24th 
April. 
 
Restart 
 

Finally, an appeal for articles for Restart.  
 
It is a fair criticism that there are few 
articles on motorcycling in Restart. We 
need to ensure a better balance 
between cars and motorcycles. To do 
this we need your contributions please 
including anecdotes, reports on trials 
past and present, stories, photographs 
etc. This appeal isn’t just directed at 
motorcyclists either. Many car 
competitors I know started out in the 
motorcycle classes and it would be 
interesting to know about your 
experiences and what has changed over 
the years. 
 

Contributions please to the editor:  
Pat Toulmin 
pat@toulmin.info  
01789 731332 
 
Motorcycle contacts: 
 
Keith Johnston   
keith.johnston2@virgin.net   
01225 760415 
Home address: 260, Hill Street, 
Hilperton, Trowbridge, Wiltshire,  
BA14 7RS 
 
Tom Beckerleg  
tom.beckerleg@tesco.net     
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

G 
iles Nicholas Greenslade 
might easily have been 
named Isambard Kingdom 
Greenslade as he was almost 

born on that great engineer Brunel’s 
suspension bridge spanning the river 
Avon at Clifton, Bristol. It was during an 
ultra quick hair raising journey from 
Portishead, where I then lived, to the 
Bristol hospital prior to the opening of 
the M5 Avon bridge, when amongst 
exceedingly heavy Easter traffic, that my 
“shopping” VW Beetle was stopped in 
order to pay the required toll – the birth 
was imminent and indeed occurred just 
twenty minutes later.  
 
The panic was on the 23rd April 1973 
just two days after the 53rd Land’s End 
Trial when, following amendments to the 
provisional results, the Field Trophy for 
cars was won by the ubiquitous Dudley 
Sterry in his MG J2. Three hundred and 
twenty four competed for honours over 
the very traditional sections which for 
that year also included Hindon, Orange, 
Brickannan and Milltown. The only re-
start was on Sutcombe Hill although 
Bluehills “One” incorporated a Stop and 
Go test which caused very few failures. 
 
The initial results indicated that Barbara 
Uren, having gained a Gold medal, and 
driving her 998cc Rallye Imp to set the 
fastest times on the customary two 
speed tests, had won the major trophy. 
However, the MCC , on one of the club’s 
spasmodic purges decided to fully 
implement the “three quarter” rule 
between two time controls and penalised 
for early arrival no less than one 
hundred and seventy seven of the entry! 
Some were successful in appealing 
against their apparent misdemeanour, 
which subsequently considerably 
amended the results. During the same 

event twenty one competitors were 
reported for leaving their vehicles at the 
bottom of Beggars Roost, causing hold 
ups, and not being available when called 
by marshals, although no penalties were 
applied. 
 
Another driver affected by the 
shenanigans was Steve Dear who was 
driving his 939cc 1934 MG. PA “Cream 
Cracker” who was “almost embarrassed 
to confess before so many witnesses, 
not even I could prevent the PA winning, 
not only a First (Gold), but the Class 5 
award from over forty cars in the class”. 
Nonetheless following a successful 
protest about an early time penalty the 
class award was given to Roy Newton 
and his 1250cc MG J2 who was 1.3 
seconds faster on the combined speed 
tests. As Steve philosophically quoted “ 
it was an MG after all”. 
 
Barbara Uren still won her class (rear 
engines over 1300cc and Imp variants 
over 875cc) as did Gerald Thomas – 
1098cc RV2 GT, Roger Bricknell – 
1500cc Vanglia, and Dougie Bray – 
875cc Hillman Imp. The majority of the 
thirty or so Gold medals (I cannot be 
precise owing to the amendments) were 
gained by either MG’s, Imps or 
Volkswagens. Some of the exceptions 
apart from two of the class winners 
were, Adrian Tucker-Peake and Fred 
Beckley both driving  Ford Populars, the 
former using a 1600cc engine with the 
latter in the standard 1172cc version, 
and Roger Brewer and Nigel Brown both 
in 1172cc Dellows. Another Gold medal 
winner using the 1172cc Ford engine 
was Stan Hibberd with his Buckler Mk. 
5. Surprisingly Edgar Wadsworth in the 
1300cc Volkswagen powered Denzel 
failed Beggars Roost and Crackington. 
 
Another driver of note, who was later to 
win the Chester Motor Club 
administered David Paul national classic 
trials championship on more than one 
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occasion, was Bob Ray, who suffered 
from the time penalties and who failed 
Bluehills in his 1600cc Toyota Celica. 
Media correspondent Max King using his 
875cc Hartwell Imp also suffered the 
same fate. 
 
There was also some confusion on the 
Edinburgh Trial of 1973. A timed test 
over the deep sandy holes and rock 
section of Millstone Edge was 
apparently three times longer than 
indicated in the route card. The time 
allowance was therefore extended for 
Millstone Edge and the moving of the 
Stop and re-start line during the event 
on slippery Taxal meant the cancellation 
of the re-start. By extending the time 
allowable for the test on Millstone Edge 
there were only two failures, both being 
1172cc Ford Populars, one being driven 
by Fred Beckley and the other by former 
ACTC Tyre Monitor, John Groves. 
 
“Cream Cracker” driver Steve Dear – 
see photograph in November 2003 
edition of Section Ends - described his 
technique on Millstone Edge after having 
successfully climbed both Litton Slack 
and Bamford Clough: 

 
 “The re-start was more diabolical 
even than usual and in addition the 
organisers had turned it into a timed 
test as well. Car after car was failing 
to get away, and when that great 
exponent of the Octagon, Dudley 
Sterry failed to get his J Special off 
the re-start line, my heart sank.     

                        
 However, by watching closely, I 
devised a plan which involved 
picking a careful route through the 
worst craters, and taking off at a 
slight angle on the actual re-start. 
This spot of careful study paid off, 
and we achieved the fastest time in 
our class, and the second fastest of 
the entire entry.”  

 

Unfortunately for Steve, his otherwise 
successful performance ended on Taxal 
when “brain fade” following some 
confusion on the restart line caused him 
to stop a few yards before the section 
ends board, so dropping him to a Silver 
medal. 
  
It was regarded as a very tough trial with 
few Gold medals awarded. These were 
Alan Cundy and Philip Mitchell in Imps, 
Laurie Knight in his Ford Escort, Derek 
Carveth in a 1172cc Special, Bert 
Woodall and Maurice Croome in 
Morgans, the latter driving a Plus 8, Roy 
Newton using his 1250cc MG and Roger 
Venning, Derek Merson, Arthur Ell and 
myself in Volkswagen Beetles. 
 
For the record Putwell was split into two 
sections as was Hagg Side, with the 
additional sections being Litton Slack, 
Bamford Clough, New Tunstead and Old 
Longhill plus the two usual Special 
Tests. 
 
One week later Falcon Motor Club also 
found it necessary to cancel a ‘Stop and  
Re-Start’ on one section on their Autumn 
Trial, as it was considered that, in 
certain cases, it was not carried out in 
accordance with the written instructions. 
Although there was no overall 
classification for the forty four car entry 
Laurie Knight driving his Ford Escort 
achieved the best performance winning 
his class, closely followed by John 
Groves in his Ford Popular, both of 
whom beat John and Adrian Tucker-
Peake. 
 
I won the rear-engined saloon car class 
against, Chris Waldron, Tony Higgins, 
Murray MacDonald, Simon Durling and 
Simon Woodall in Volkswagens plus 
Clive Booth and Cliff Morrell in Rootes 
Group Imps with the “specials” class 
being won by “Jack” Frost in a VW 
Buggy.  
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At the end of October, now as a new 
member of Falcon Motor Club I 
competed in a STAR Auto Club 
production car trial. STAR represented 
Sprints, Trials, Autocross and Rallies, 
the single venue event attracting thirty 
four entries.  
 
Although classed as a production car 
trial, Index of Performance was not 
used and once again no overall winner 
was declared. My half pint pewter 
tankard provides evidence of my class 
win against VW devotees Chris 

Waldron, who subsequently raced 
Citroen 2 CVs, and Murray MacDonald. 
Other regular classic car drivers 
competing were, Laurie Knight, John 
Groves, Mike Furse and Geoff Jackson, 
the latter winning the class. 
 
At the beginning of November I entered 
for a true classic trial, Minehead Motor 
Club’s Exmoor Clouds, which threw up 
an unusual result. The next edition of 
Section Ends will clarify. 

(Photo) Gerry Kempthorne  MG Midget – Fingle Bridge – 1981 
Exeter Trial. 
 
Gerry was successful in this car competing in differing classes dependant upon the 
regulations at the time. On the 1981 Exeter he ran in the now familiar Class 4, where 
together with Keith Richards and Tim Cookman in VW Beetles, entered as the Sprite 
Trialling Team they took one of the Team Awards by just beating Team Beetling, 
consisting of Philip Mitchell in a VW-Imp and Alan Foster and myself in VW Beetles. 
All six drivers won Gold medals. 
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(Photo) Dave Keat  Ford Anglia Estate – Bluehills Mine -  
1972 Land’s End Trial. 
 
This car started life as a standard 997cc engine estate car but was soon fitted 
with a 1500 GT Cortina engine which instantly gave a tremendous increase in 
power. This identified a shortcoming in the braking department so modified 
Ford Classic front suspension struts and disc brakes were fitted. When fitted 
with “Grip” tyres it was a very competitive car but Dave was seeking more 
power and so a 1600 GT cross flow engine was acquired. This additional power 
highlighted weakness in the driveline and so a Ford Transit four pinion 
differential was modified and fitted which overcame the breakages giving 
excellent reliability. 
 
The car was, at the time, one of the few which competed against the Ford 
Populars and it was soon to prove to be very competitive. However, it required 
a different driving style which Dave soon mastered and perfected to great effect 
and he went on to win many awards. Indeed, Dave won his class on this Land’s 
End Trial and also won a Team Award with Alan Cundy – 1584cc VW Beetle – 
and Terry Jago - 1298cc Ford Popular entered as the Cornish Blasters. 
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Championship Chat 
 

With the exception of the Team award, 
all of the car championship winners were 
decided by their performance on the 
final event, the Camel Classic. 
 
 Andrew Martin, who had led the 
Wheelspin almost from the off, was 
finally overhauled by Paul Bartelman’s 
outright win on the final event to 
concede the title by a mere three points. 
The other long-term contender, Ian 
Davis, finished a close third a further 
three points behind Andrew. Dudley 
Sterry and David Haizelden, in fourth 
and fifth places were some way adrift of 
the leading three. 
 
It was much the same story in the 
Crackington with Harvey Waters, kept 
out of the Camel Classic by a blown 
headgasket on the way to the start, not 
being able to defend his leading 
position. This allowed Adrian Marfell, in 
winning his class, to relegate Harvey to 
second place and to win the Crackington 
by four points. Bill Bennett, who showed 
the reliability of his MG by scoring in all 
of the twelve rounds held was third, just 
over a point behind Harvey. Adrian 
Dommett and Michael Collins, both of 
whom retired on the final event still 
managed to hold on to fourth and fifth 
places, respectively. 
 
Aaron Haizelden, who had pipped the 
ladies for the Navigator’s  League in 
2003, repeated the feat this year and 
just got his nose in front at the end by 
navigating his father to a class win on 
the final event. Commiserations to Liz 
Bennett who lost out on the top place by 
less than two points. Judy Phillips, back 
in the Navigators League after a couple 
of year’s absence, was confirmed in 
third spot in spite of her car’s retirement 
in the Camel. 

The Team League was a more cut and 
dried affair with the FWD All Stars (Paul 
Allaway, Michael Collins and David 
Haizelden) winning by around forty 
points. Various retirements and 
absences didn’t help the cause of the 
VMs ( Tony Young, Colin Biles and Bill 
Bennett) who just managed to keep hold 
of second place ahead of the No Names 
(Andrew Martin, Harvey Waters and 
Giles Greenslade) The Ross Rascals 
were a very distant fourth, having only 
managed to scrape some points 
together on their home event. . 
 

Congratulations to all competitors who 
won awards in 2004 and also to those 
who didn’t but enjoyed themselves 
hugely anyway. 
 

My grateful thanks to all the organising 
clubs for sending me the results 
(sometimes several conflicting sets!) and 
particular thanks to all those who took 
the time to let me know that I’d got the 
points wrong, mainly for navigators who 
hadn’t actually competed in events I’d 
scored them for. The car tables for 2004 
follow. Full tables can be seen on the 
ACTC website or I can email you a set  
 

By the time that you receive this Restart 
all drivers, navigators and Restart 
subscribers who got their applications in 
early should have received an 
acknowledgement letter with their 2005 
ACTC number (drivers and navigators 
only). All letters will be accompanied by 
the 2005 ACTC calendar and drivers 
who are new for 2005 will also receive 
an ACTC championship sticker. We 
have only very limited stocks of the 
sticker so it will not be possible to send 
one to all contenders this year. 
 

Let me conclude this column by wishing 
everyone a splendid trialling 2005 and I 
hope to see you all out somewhere, 
sometime on the hills. 

Chris 
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Wheelspin  League 2004
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Paul Bartleman 7 6 8 2 9 10 10 10 62 62
Andrew Martin 5 10 1 6 5 6 6 7 1 7 6 58 60
Ian Davis 3 9 7 1 5 10 1 3 9 9 56 57
Dudley Sterry 5 4 5 8 1 5 7 4 39 39
David Haizelden 5 5 7 2 4 5 10 38 38
Adrian Marfell 8 9 3 6 8 34 34
Bill Bennett 5 5 8 5 4 27 27
Harvey Waters 4 5 9 1 4 2 25 25
Giles Greenslade 5 3 8 5 3 24 24
Simon Woodall 3 6 5 1 8 23 23
Adrian Dommett 10 2 9 21 21
Dick Bolt 5 4 5 5 19 19
Antony Young 3 10 6 19 19
Ben Dyer 1 5 3 9 18 18
Peter Fear 3 9 3 1 16 16
Gary Browning 2 1 7 4 14 14
Keith Sanders 7 5 3 15 15
Nick Farmer 3 1.0 5 5 14 14
Sticker Martin 3 1.0 10.0 14 14
Nigel Moss 3 5 5 13 13
Roger Bricknell 3 2 3 4 12 12
Michael Collins 5 1 5 1 12 12
Mike Workman 10 1 11 11
Paul Allaway 5 3 3 11 11
Jeremy Flann 5 6 11 11
Emma Flay 3 5 3 11 11
Tommy Kalber 3 1 5 9 9
Jeff Buchanan 3 3 3 9 9
Michael Chatwin 5 4 9 9
Simon Groves 3 5 8 8
Stuart Roach 5 3 8 8
Tony Rothin 5 3 8 8
David Turner 5 3 8 8
Arthur Vowden 5 3 8 8
Denis Johns 3 1 3 7 7
Michael Leete 3 3 1 7 7
Colin Perryman 7 7 7
David Bache 1 5 6 6
Terry Coventry 3 3 6 6
David Symons 3 3 6 6
Tim Whellock 5 1 6 6
Mal Allen 1 3 1 5 5
Ian Moss 5 5 5
Mike Pearson 3 1 1 5 5
Richard Peck 5 5 5
Peter Hart 3 1 4 4
Clive Booth 3 3 3
Barry Clarke 3 3 3
Stuart Harrold 2 1 3 3
John Ludford 3 3 3
David Miller 3 3 3
Philip Mitchell 3 3 3
John Parsons 3 3 3
Dean Partington 3 3 3
Phil Pontin 3.0 3 3
Mark Rosten-Edwards 3 3 3
Dave Sargeant 3 3 3
Adrian Tucker-Peake 3 3 3
Brian Alexander 2 2 2
Neil Bray 1 1 2 2
John Looker 1 1 2 2
Stephen Bailey 1 1 1
Peter Barr 1 1 1
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Crackington Table 2004
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Adrian Marfell 10.7 10.4 10.1 10.3 10.5 10.6 10.5 10.6 10.5 94.2 94.2
Harvey Waters 10.5 10.0 10.5 5.0 10.8 9.7 10.0 1.0 10.6 9.5 8.6 90.2 96.2
Bill Bennett 5.0 6.0 9.5 10.3 5.0 10.3 10.2 10.5 5.0 9.2 10.3 8.6 10.2 89.1 110.1
Adrian Dommett 9.0 10.5 9.3 9.2 9.5 10.2 9.3 10.6 R 77.6 77.6
Michael Collins 5.0 R 9.6 1.0 9.9 9.6 6.8 5.0 9.6 9.8 9.8 R 75.1 76.1
Colin Biles 8.4 9.2 10.2 7.5 9.2 9.2 1.0 10.1 9.6 74.4 74.4
Dick Bolt 5.0 11.0 5.0 9.8 8.7 R 5.0 10.5 10.4 65.4 65.4
Simon Groves 3.0 8.5 8.5 8.8 R 8.0 5.0 7.5 9.4 58.7 58.7
Nick Farmer 3.0 8.8 8.6 1.0 5.9 7.0 5.0 9.6 9.6 58.5 58.5
Keith Sanders 10.2 5.0 10.5 10.2 10.2 R 10.1 56.2 56.2
Mal Allen 1.0 9.0 3.0 8.0 6.8 9.0 1.0 10.0 7.0 54.8 54.8
Gary Browning 10.8 1.0 9.5 10.3 10.5 10.3 52.4 52.4
David Dyer 3.0 3.0 8.4 9.3 9.5 9.6 7.5 50.3 50.3
Peter Barr 7.4 1.0 7.4 8.5 7.6 8.5 7.6 48.0 48.0
David Symons 3.0 10.8 10.1 3.0 9.8 R 8.7 45.4 45.4
Simon Woodall 3.0 9.0 6.7 0.0 6.8 1.0 9.0 6.0 3.0 44.5 44.5
Roger Bricknell 3.0 9.0 11.0 3.0 9.8 8.0 43.8 43.8
Paul Allaway 5.0 3.0 6.9 8.8 3.0 R 7.8 8.8 43.3 43.3
Giles Greenslade 5.0 9.7 9.4 5.0 3.0 8.5 40.6 40.6
Sticker Martin 3.0 7.0 1.0 11.0 R 8.5 8.4 38.9 38.9
Christopher Symons 6.8 3.9 4.8 6.8 6.8 7.7 36.8 36.8
Antony Young 3.0 R 10.7 R 6.0 7.0 R 5.0 4.0 35.7 35.7
Terry Coventry 3.0 9.8 3.0 8.9 7.8 32.5 32.5
Ben Dyer 8.0 10.0 3.0 10.0 31.0 31.0
Kelly Thomas 8.0 8.8 R 7.0 R 7.0 30.8 30.8
Peter Fear R 9.0 9.7 6.0 5.0 29.7 29.7
Richard Dawe 9.4 9.2 9.5 1.0 29.1 29.1
Peter Hart 8.0 3.0 8.0 1.0 9.00 29.0 29.0
Mike Workman 11.0 7.0 5.0 23.0 23.0
Colin Perryman 6.5 R 6.0 10.6 23.1 23.1
Tommy Kalber 3.0 1.0 10.0 9.0 23.0 23.0
Denis Johns 3.0 9.2 1.0 9.3 22.5 22.5
Jeremy Flann 11.0 9.6 20.6 20.6
Stephen Potter 6.5 7.5 6.6 20.6 20.6
Derek Tyler 5.0 10.0 5.0 20.0 20.0
Jeff Buchanan 3.0 10.4 3.0 R 3.0 19.4 19.4
John Looker 1.0 6.8 1.0 10.5 19.3 19.3
Dave Sargeant 7.7 3.0 8.6 19.3 19.3
Adrian Tucker-Peake 3.0 7.8 7.9 18.7 18.7
Ian Cundy 8.6 R 9.7 18.3 18.3
Philip Roberts 3.0 8.6 6.6 18.2 18.2
Peter Morris 7.0 9.4 16.4 16.4
Nigel Moss 3.0 5.0 7.0 15.0 15.0
Eric Smith 4.0 5.8 4.0 2.0 15.8 15.8
Michael Leete 3.0 8.7 3.0 1.0 15.7 15.7
John Ludford 8.0 3.0 4.0 15.0 15.0
Ian Moss 5.0 9.5 14.5 14.5
David Bowlas 7.4 6.6 14.0 14.0
Derek Reynolds 7.5 6.5 14.0 14.0
Stuart Harrold 4.0 5.7 1.0 0.0 3.0 13.7 13.7
Tim Hellings 1.0 4.9 7.8 R 13.7 13.7
Edward Broom 6.6 0.0 6.6 13.2 13.2
David Turner 5.0 5.0 3.0 13.0 13.0
David Miller 3.0 9.5 12.5 12.5
Mark Smith 6.0 6.5 12.5 12.5
Phil Parker 5.7 R 6.5 12.2 12.2
Michael Chatwin 5.0 7.0 12.0 12.0
Timothy Smith 6.0 6.0 12.0 12.0
Tim Whellock 5.0 1.0 0.0 R 6.0 12.0 12.0
Gregor Dixon-Smith 1.0 10.6 11.6 11.6
Myke Pocock 4.7 6.6 11.3 11.3
Emma Flay 3.0 5.0 R 3.0 11.0 11.0
Roland Panes 7.0 4.0 11.0 11.0
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Navigators League 2004
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Aaron Haizelden 4.8 10.6 10.9 10.6 10.8 10.6 10.8 10.8 10.7 85.8 90.6
Liz Bennett 5.0 6.0 9.5 10.3 5.0 10.3 10.2 10.5 5.0 9.2 10.3 8.6 10.2 80.5 110.1
Judy Phillips 9.0 10.5 9.3 9.2 9.5 10.2 9.3 10.6 77.6 77.6
Tina Allaway 5.0 9.6 5.0 6.9 9.6 8.8 5.0 R 7.8 8.8 61.5 66.5
Janet Biles 8.4 6.2 10.2 7.5 9.2 9.2 1.0 10.1 61.8 61.8
Donny Allen 1.0 9.0 3.0 8.0 6.8 9.0 10.0 7.0 53.8 53.8
Neil Allen 10.4 10.0 10.5 9.7 10.0 50.6 50.6
Alan Selwood 3.0 8.6 5.9 6.6 7.0 9,6 9.6 40.7 40.7
Francesca Plimmer 5.0 9.7 9.4 5.0 3.0 8.5 40.6 40.6
Ronald Chiswell 3.0 3.0 8.4 9.5 23.9 23.9
Fred Mills 7.4 6.5 13.9 13.9
Chris Phillips 4.0 5.7 1.0 3.0 13.7 13.7
Anne Whellock 5.0 1.0 R 6.8 12.8 12.8
Paul Gregory 5.8 5.0 10.8 10.8
Jayne Sargeant 7.7 3.0 10.7 10.7
Samantha Dean 10.5 10.5 10.5
Cecil Hawkesworth 7.0 2.0 9.0 9.0
Rob Gilmour 7.8 1.0 8.8 8.8
Ken Martin 8.8 8.8 8.8
Sue Ludford 3.0 4.0 7.0 7.0
Philip Tucker 2.0 2.0 2.0
Janet Bailey 1.0 1.0 1.0
Paul Brisco 0.0 0.0
James Mountain 0.0 0.0
Matt Robson 0.0 0.0
June Sargeant 0.0 0.0
Geoff Spencer 0.0 0.0
Nicola Wainright 0.0 0.0

Team League 2004
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Ross Rascals
Pete Fear DNC R 9.0 9.7 DNC 6.0 5.0 0.0
Stuart Harrold 0.0 4.0 DNC 5.7 1.0 0.0 DNC 3.0
Stuart Ridge DNC 6.0 DNC DNC DNC 4.0 DNC DNC
Team Total 10.0 10.0 10.0

????
Giles Greenslade 5.0 9.7 9.4 DNC 5.0 DNC DNC DNC 3.0 DNC DNC 8.5 DNC
Andrew Martin 5.0 11.0 10.0 10.4 5.0 11.0 10.8 11.0 1.0 R 11.0 8.0 11.0
Harvey Waters 10.5 10.0 10.5 5.0 10.8 9.7 10.0 1.0 10.6 9.5 8.6 DNC
Team Total 31.2 29.4 15.0 5.0 25.1 105.7 105.7

FWD All Stars
Paul Allaway 5.0 3.0 6.9 DNC 8.8 3.0 R 7.8 8.8 DNC
Michael Collins 5.0 4.8 10.6 1.0 9.9 9.6 6.8 5.0 9.6 9.8 9.8 R
David Hazelden 5.0 R 9.6 5.0 10.9 10.6 10.8 5.0 10.6 10.8 10.8 10.7
Team Total 15.0 9.0 27.7 26.4 13.0 28.4 29.4 148.9 148.9

VMs
Bill Bennett 10.3 10.3 10.2 10.5 9.2 10.3 8.6 10.2
Colin Biles 10.2 7.5 9.2 9.2 10.1 DNC 9.6 DNC
Tony Young 10.7 R DNC 6.0 7.0 R 5.0 5.0
Team Total 31.2 25.7 26.3 23.2 106.4 106.4
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The Second International Historic Motorsport Show 
 
As many will know, ACTC along with the MCC had a stand at the first 
International Historic Motorsport show held at Stoneleigh Park last 
February and, subject to final negotiations with the show organisers, they 
will be exhibiting again next year. 
 
The show is open to the public on Friday – Sunday February 25th – 27th  

2005, with the stand being built up on Thursday and broken down on 
Sunday evening after the show closes. I am managing the stand on 
behalf of both the ACTC and MCC and therefore I’m looking for 
volunteers to help. 
 
The stand layout will be similar to last year (unless anybody has other 
good ideas) with 3 or 4 cars, a motorbike and a central feature of a mock 
section. There will also be a TV playing trials videos. 
 
We need say 5 or 6 people on Thursday to help build up the stand, which 
will entail some carpentry work, carrying, fetching and lifting plus a touch 
of artistic flare won’t go amiss. 
 
During the open days, we need shifts of three people who are prepared 
to do half day stints of stand duty, talking to the public and showing them 
what good fun classic trials can be, hopefully signing up some new 
members. I’m hoping (although still to be confirmed), to have enough free 
passes to get all helpers into the show meaning they get a free half-day 
looking around the show before or after their stand duty. 
 
When the show closes Sunday evening, we need say 6 people to help 
break down the stand and load it onto a lorry. 
 
If you can help on any of the days, please contact me stating which day 
or half day you are able to help. If you have two other people you would 
like to do stand duty with, make sure they are willing and then give me 
their names as well. It’s quite nice meeting old and new motorsport 
friends and chewing the fat with them. 
 
Look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Bill Bennett. 
Home phone 01454 313221 
Mobile 07785 270350 
bennettbil@aol.com 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
8th January 2005 Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
23rd January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
30th January Exmoor North Devon Championship (C/M) 
6th February Cotswold Clouds Stroud Championship (C) 
6th February Launceston L&NCMC * 
13th February North Coast Camel Vale * 
19th February Northern  Fellside Championship (C/M) 
19th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC * 
27th February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
6th March Camel Heights Camel Vale * 
12th March Derbyshire VSCC * 
13th March March Hare Falcon ACTC Invite 
19th March Scottish VSCC * 
25th March Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
10th April Bovey Down Windwhistle ACTC Invite 
16th April Kimber MGCC * 
17th April Presidents Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
24th April Kyrle Ross Championship (C) 

22nd May Ilkley Ilkley MC ACTC Invite 
10th July Testing Trial MCC * 
11th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
18th September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
1st October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
8th October Welsh VSCC * 
8th October Ebworth Stroud ACTC Invite 
16th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
23rd October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
30th October Tarka North Devon Championship (M) 
6th November Mechanics Stroud ACTC Invite 
6th November Lakeland VSCC * 
6th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
20th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
27th November Neil Westcott Exmoor MC Championship (M) 
27th November Allen BMC&LCC Championship (C) 
4th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 

24th April Sphinx Cheltenham HGMC Championship (M) 

  

*  Member club events with restrictions as to which clubs are invited or which vehicles are eligible. 
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