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It is not cheap at approx. £465 (no VAT) but what price can you put on having the 
confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your results are bound to 
improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and still be able to drive 
home after the event!  
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ALSO – Roller diff pin conversion for Morgans using the 7HA Salisbury axle 
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EDITORIAL 

 
 

Editor: Pat Toulmin       Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands       Mark Rosten-Edwards 
Heath End        32a Little Ealing Lane 
Snitterfield        Ealing 
Stratford on Avon        London 
CV37 0PP        W5 4EA 
 

Tel:  01789 731332      Tel: 020 8579 9847 
Fax:  01789 730082       markrosten_edwards@hotmail.com 
ptoulmin@motorcars.free-online.co.uk       
 
ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
 
At the ACTC council meeting a few of weeks ago, where I have to report on Restart 
and the ACTC website, I foolishly said that I thought that I would not have enough 
material for the usual 48 page Restart this time. How wrong I was. After that stuff 
came rolling in and I have gone up to 52 pages – and I still can’t get everything in. I 
should have looked at last June’s issue, as that also went to 52 pages – luckily it 
doesn’t cost the ACTC any more. Apologies to those whose copy I have kept over, 
especially Robin Moore who, after much promising by him and reminding by me, has 
finally sent me an interesting piece on the beginnings of the association. Perhaps 
being elected as President spurred him on? 
 
At council we also discussed the hosting of the website, I need direct editing access, 
which I don’t have with ukmotorsport and, as the subscription runs out in July, we 
need to find somewhere quickly. Another advantage of changing is that it will be a 
cheaper option. I also foolishly agreed to doing some redesign, to enable Andrew 
Brown’s  publications to have a high profile on the site, so I guess I’ll be busy during 
the summer. All delegates were encouraged to follow Simon’s example and put their 
regs on the site.  Once I have full editing privileges there is much more we can do. 
We already do have high exposure, try typing in ‘classic trials’ in Google and see 
what you get. 
 
I know I’ve mentioned it before, but it’s worth reminding people, who don’t have web 
access at home, (or don’t want it), that every single public library in the country has 
free or very cheap internet access (even if the building hardly has enough room to 
swing a cat) and trained staff to help people. Go and give it a try – you’ll be amazed 
about what’s on the web!. The Lottery paid for the library access, so if you’ve ever 
bought a ticket……………. get something from it. 
 
Please keep the articles and photographs coming in to both me and Mark. There is 
at least one issue raised in this Restart that ACTC would like some feedback on - so 
put pen to paper, or fingers to the keyboard and let us know what YOU think. 
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Simon Says 
 

I  have said in the past that one of the 
good things about our sport is the 
fact that a remarkable number of the 
competitors have only a passing 

knowledge of the rules, yet this does not 
prevent them from enjoying their trialling 
to the full. A curious incident occurred on 
a recent event which showed that a 
slightly more worrying problem is those 
competitors who think that they know the 
rules, but in fact are following some 
vague folklore that might have been true 
30 years ago, but no longer applies. The 
incident in question involved a vehicle 
ascending a section, only to find the 
previous competitor reversing back 
down. The competitor in question was 
offered a second run at the section but 
he refused this, saying that he wished to 
take a "baulk". Now the problem here, is 
that a "baulk" is an MCC'ism. It is 
intended for use on long sections where 
delay can be reduced by having two 
competitors on the hill at once, and it is 
considered that either competitor is 
unlikely to fail the section. One-day trials 
do not hold delay in such high regard as 
the MCC - they don't need to, 50 
competitors will not cause quite the 
problem that 400 might. So the nub of 
this tale is THERE IS NO SUCH THING 
AS A BAULK ON A ONE DAY TRIAL, 
and the term "baulk" does not appear in 
the Blue Book. On this occasion, the 
section marshal very sensibly referred 
the matter to the stewards, who made 
their own decision. What should have 
happened, and this is the salutary 
warning to anyone else, is that when the 
competitor turned down the offer of a 
rerun in favour of the mythical baulk, he 
should have been given a 12 point 
penalty as specified under M3.5.10; "Not 
complying with a reasonable instruction 
by an Official…….".  Another myth that 

seems to be drifting about is the idea 
that the Blue Book lays down 
instructions for the amalgamation of 
classes. The very last thing the Blue 
Book is interested in is class 
amalgamation. In fact the classes given 
in the Blue Book for classic trials have 
not been used for either ACTC or MCC 
events for some time - not since the 
early post-war cars were moved down to 
class 2. As far as the MSA is concerned, 
clubs can run any classes that they like, 
single model classes, amalgamations or 
breakdowns even based on vehicle 
colour if that is what they want. ACTC 
recommends its own variation on the 
theme, and expects championship 
rounds to follow that recommendation, to 
ensure continuity. It also recommends 
amalgamation of classes within the 
colour coded categories, but at the end 
of the day, amalgamation is the preserve 
of the organising team, who know what 
their course is like, and who has 
entered. 
 
Whilst we are on the subject of classes, 
discussion of change is in the air. At the 
moment, the concern is expressed from 
time to time that the older trials specials, 
which might add colour and variety to 
our events, are disappearing from the 
scene, as they are not competitive with 
the power hungry breed of moderns 
currently making up class 8. At the back 
end of last year it came to my notice that 
the VSCC had reclassified the variety of 
vehicles that it approves into three 
groups; standard, modified and special. 
It struck me that there was an 
opportunity to put cars that have been 
identified by VSCC as pre-war but 
special into class 5, a currently less 
popular class, instead of 7 or 8 where 
they are outclassed. As is so often the 
case with these things, what seemed 
like a simple solution, initially became 
more complex as one tried to bolt it 
down into a regulation. To begin with, it 
would seem that all the class 2 regulars 
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have cars that the VSCC deems to be 
special. The VSCC has a very nice 
eligibility document, which has lots of tick 
boxes into which all the various 
components of you car are identified as 
whether they are standard, modified and 
special. One tick in the wrong column 
and up a category you go. So it seemed 
that we could specify which tick boxes 
made a car special in our eyes, and 
which we regarded as acceptable 
modifications. This started to get a little 
complex, especially when you then asked 
the question "What about cars that are 
not VSCC registered?"  For not all class 2 
competitors are VSCC members, and 
indeed some of the cars we allow into 
class 2 are not VSCC eligible. Some are 
post war, and some do not satisfy the 
criterion of post vintage thoroughbred
(PVT).  So it all started to look a little pear 
shaped. But then the answer comes 
easily back, why bother with all this 
paper?  Put the onus on the competitor to 
prove that his/her vehicle is legal, just as 
we do with all the other classes. So the 
upshot of all this wandering around with 
paper and musings is that class 2 stays 
exactly as it is, and we introduce a new 
branch of class 5, henceforth referred to 
as class 5b, which is for "vehicles 
constructed from pre 1941 components 
not eligible for class 2". The intention is 
that these devices should run to the 
same crossply tyre rules as class 2, if you 
want to run radials, you go into class 7 or 
8. The intent is that organisers would only 
run a single class 5, but that should 
comprise both (a) production sports cars, 
as at present, and (b) the vintage boys 
described above. I believe that there are 
a number of vehicles in the wings that 
would fit into this group, people who we 
have not seen for a while but who might 
come back to play on this more even 
field. Not just the vintage car modified 
beyond permitted limits, but also some of 
the early Austin 7 chassis/Ford 10 
engined specials that their owners wish 
to keep original. 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS NOT A 
NEW RULE BEING IMPOSED. It is a 
proposal for discussion in the mud free 
days of summer. ACTC likes to consider 
itself a democracy, and wants to here 
what you, the competitors, think. I would 
particularly like to get some feedback 
from existing class 5 competitors as to 
how they feel about having these new 
kids on their block. I think that the two 
groups are reasonably well balanced. 
The old boys have ground clearance and 
light weight in their favour; the youngsters 
have power and radial tyres. The next 
ACTC council meeting is at the end of 
September, at which time we would like 
to either accept or reject this plan with the 
intention that if it is accepted, it starts 
appearing in your regs from January of 
next year. Please, please, please tell us 
what you think. Write, e-mail, post a 
message on classical gas but don't do 
nothing and then moan when the 
decision goes in the opposite direction to 
the one you wanted. 
 
Although our time is now all filled with 
summer activities, and thoughts of 
trialling are lower on the priority list, I 
would remind you that it is not that long 
before regs for the first event of the 
autumn season drop onto the doormat. 
The Taw & Torridge is in my opinion a 
great way to start the competitive ball 
rolling, good weather (usually), friendly 
Devon atmosphere, and a chance to 
have that crack at Cutliffe Lane that the 
Lands End organisers have deprived us 
of. The new start/finish location, which at 
first glance appears to be further away for 
the non West Country contingent is in 
fact closer in terms of time thanks to the 
quality of the North Devon Link Road. I 
hope to see you there. 
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O 
nce the dust had settled after 
the Land’s End, your officers 
and delegates convened 
again for the first of the 

Association’s two annual gatherings, 
the council meeting at Tormarton. This 
and the preceding ACTC Technical 
Panel meeting sported full agendas, so 
once again you’ll find extracts shared in 
this magazine between team members 
‘Bug’ and ‘Pug’.  
 
It is at this May meeting that we 
consider both the people and the 
practicalities of ACTC. The first item to 
review here is therefore the nomination 
and election of President, V.P. and 
officers.   
 

Roger Pole has served us with wisdom 
and friendliness as president since ’95 - 
a recent achievement was his prompt 
attention to the government’s proposed 
amendment to the 14/28 day planning 
rule, that potentially threatened so 
many countryside pursuits, since 
dropped after intense lobbying.  Roger 
wished to stand down, whereupon we 
were delighted to accept Robin Moore 
into this leadership role.  In addition to 
his delegate duties on behalf of 
Launceston & N. Cornwall M.C. since 
the birth of ACTC, Robin has just 
successfully posted himself amongst a 
select few onto Cornwall’s Countryside 
Access Forum, being the sole member 
amongst 19 able to represent the 4-
wheeled fraternity’s interests. His wife 
Marjorie reminded me at the foot of 
Crackington this Easter that Robin 
holds other presidencies as well, so 
he’s clearly a well-connected gent.  
 
Roger’s contribution was honoured by 
Robin and by ACTC, in accepting a 
club nomination for a lifetime position 
as a vice president. 
 

Cabinet re-shuffles continued. Andy 
Webb has found it necessary to 

relinquish the vice chairmanship owing 
to pressing family duties, the reins to be 
taken up by Giles Greenslade, after his 
year’s sabbatical from council. Richard 
Dawe has also been finding difficulty in 
monitoring the widely supported 
motorcycle championship. Chris Phillips 
has proved a stalwart in processing the 
data, and we now look forward to a 
triumvirate taking charge, in the form of 
Tom Beckerleg, Steve Edwards and 
Keith Johnson. 
 

Chris reviewed the trials’ calendars, 
particularly the draft for 2004 which is 
now available on the web ‘News’ page. 
Tim Whellock advised us of 
Windwhistle’s proposed addition to the 
listing, in the form of a single venue 
event due 13th March, avoiding 
Mothering Sunday, which proved to be 
the ‘kiss of death’ this spring! The 
championships will comprise 14 rounds 
for cars, 13 for the Red Rose and 16 for 
the Pouncey League. 
 

Dave Haizelden’s championship quality 
report was bullish, reflecting, as council 
pointed out, the high standards sought 
and achieved on a consistent basis by 
all organising teams, for which 
participants are invariably grateful. 
ACTC’s monitoring and coaching 
system can be seen to be an effective 
operation, though, of course, you can’t 
please all of the people all of the time! 
Clerks of course have needed to be 

Sec
t’s 

Spin
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Fourtune Engineering 
 

Trials car preparation & fabrication specialist 
Complete car preparation & modifications 

Windscreens made to your drawings 
Tyre racks, sump guards etc 
Air bottle repaiors & refills 

Trial tyre gauges 0-30 psi with quick deflate valve 
Needle Roller Diff Pins B series axle 

 
If you need it making or mending, give me a ring 

Steve Holder. It may not cost you a fortune. 
 

4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos, GL51 9TL 
Junction 10—M5 

Tel: 01242 680620 Mobile: 07973 128189 

resourceful in a record dry spring 
(remember two years back and waist 
deep floods!) so competitors need 
reminding to read their regs, and not to 
expect the same well-practised section 
layout throughout the championship. A 
restart box can be 1 metre long or 10 
metres long for example. 
 
Whilst some 170 drivers participate in 
the championship at various levels, only 
about 10% compete round by round: 
turning out teams of the same 3 
members is not always feasible and 
consequently the team championship is 
wilting. Jonathan Toulmin observed that 
in the 1930s the MCC operated a ‘pool’ 
system to sustain its team 
championship, whereby each team 
selected 3 from their 4 members to 
tackle each round, allowing one member 
the freedom to attend to wedding, 
wallpapering or other distracting duties. 

Or to organise a trial of course!  Clubs 
are being invited to suggest 
resuscitation ideas, so please put yours 
forward. 
 
And to finish on a practical paperwork 
note, Roger reported that, following 
enquiries with Marsh and MCC, clubs 
are at liberty to acknowledge 
photocopies of your NES ‘letters of 
acceptance’. So keep your original 
safely, copy it and send one of these off 
to the MCC with your entry…. not long 
now, just when you’ve adjusted to non-
trialling weekends, the Edinburgh regs 
will drop through the letterbox again! 
 

Adrian 
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Andy Curtis Wins Murray’s 
March Hare 

by Michael Leete 
 

I t was another super March Hare. 
Conditions were good and the 
sections were mostly well thought 
out, giving a challenge to the more 

experienced, but allowing novice cars 
and drivers to have a good day. There 
were five clean sheets, with overall 
victory going to Andy Curtis in his 
Buggy, on special test times. 
 

38 crews gathered at the Watling Street 
Café, just of Junction nine of the M1, on 
9th March to do battle with Falcon’s 
March Hare Classic Trial. Organisers 
John Parsons, Mike Pearson, David 
Sheffield and Arnold Lane had attracted 
a nice mix of experienced competitors, 
newcomers and some cars that aren’t 
usually seen on the usual classic events. 
The event had taken another major step 
forward, dropping some of the sections 
on private land and adding another four 
byway sections. Competitors hardly had 
the chance to get their engines warm 
before arriving at the start of the first 
section, marshalled by the Hertfordshire 
VW Club. 
 

The water caught out quite a few 
competitors who didn’t give it enough 
respect. John Rowland and Peter 
Manning coughed to a stop in Citroen 
and Midget respectively. Richard 
Tompkins was running the 1040 lump in 
his Imp, but he was in trouble even 
before the start of this first section. The 
car had been running fine on the road 
but as soon as it ventured onto the 
entrance track it popped and banged to 
a stop. Richard got the motor fired up 
and set of through the water, but fuel 
starvation soon set in and the crew were 
stuck with a stationery Imp in the middle 
of the water and it needed a tractor tow 
to get out! Fred Gregory was another to 

stop right in the middle of the water and 
he also needed the assistance of the 
tractor. As cars went through the section 
they drew water up the hill, making the 
restart area slipperier for the higher 
numbers and catching out quite a few of 
the restarting classes 7 and 8s, including 
Matt Robson who rolled back before 
restarting. Geoff Hodge didn’t get away 
cleanly either; Geoff was having his first 
run in the ex-Reg Taylor RDT special. 
The hill wasn’t very friendly to Reg, as 
Clive Booth also failed in the Reg Taylor/
Geoff Jackson built Dellow replica. 
 

Half Moon Lane saw the first retirement 
of the day, when Dennis Beale heard all 
sorts of terrible noises from his 
transmission. Closer investigation 
revealed a split gaiter, letting all the mud 
and water in, and the crew wisely retired 
rather than risk further damage. The 
section wasn’t too difficult this year, as it 
is well drained and was bone dry. The 
second restart had plenty of grip, but it 
was tricky if you didn’t have the car 
positioned correctly. It was possible to 
straddle the line without the wheels in 
the ruts. However, you soon slid back 
into them, as Keith Pettit found out when 
the rear wheels of his frogeye Sprite 
went sideways into the ruts, while the 
front wheels stayed out. Keith needed all 
his skill on the throttle to get his crabbing 
car past the section end boards, but he 
just made it. 
 

The Owens weren’t so lucky. Owen 
Turner failed in his K series engined Imp 
and so did Owen Briggs in the VR6 
engined Whinney special, which was 
giving some electrical trouble, a bit of a 
disaster with electronic fuel injection! It 
was out with the foot-pumps here as 
there was a 20-psi minimum pressure to 
try to mitigate against the council’s new 
surface, which is now rather better than 
the neighbouring M1! Mike Hayward was 
running a simple downhill special test 
before a nice gentle observed section. 
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March Hare photos by Michael 
Leete and Murray MacDonald 

 

Ed Nikel, Half Moon 
Lane 
 

Patrick Osbourne, 
Offley Rise 
 

Andy Curtis, Hawridge 
Lane 
 

Keith Pettit, 
Nortonstreet Lane 
 

Colin Sumner, 
Hawridge Lane 

Photos and article first  published 
on the Classical Gas website 
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Andy Curtis really flew through the 
special test, breaking the 10-second 
barrier and setting a time more than two 
seconds faster than Owen Turner in his 
rally prepared Imp. Duncan Weaver and 
Paul Meyting were in a bit of trouble with 
their Morris Minor at the end of the 
section, but they managed to get going 
again, although they were destined not 
to finish. There were no problems on 
Andy Clarke’s restart on this nice little 
section, which has been the opener on 
the last two March Hares. 
 

Richard Tompkins was back in the fray 
after his problems at Half Moon Lane. 
The recovery tractor had towed the Imp 
out of the section, but Richard soon 
stuttered to a stop again on the exit 
track. Michael Leete towed them out to 
the tarmac road, where Richard found 
the problem. His new electronic fuel 
pump had very flexible rubber 
mountings. This caused the pump to 
move about on the rough stuff, whereby 
it stopped working. Richard fixed the 
pump solidly to the bulkhead and all was 
well for the remainder of the trial! 
 

It was a good job there had been a bit of 
a delay at Half Moon Lane as chief 
official, Arnold Lane, had found the exit 
blocked by a load of mountain bikers’ 
parked cars, which needed bouncing out 
of the way before proceedings could 
start. Once things got going start-line 
marshal, Stuart Cairney, watched with 
amusement as competitors tried to get 
into the correct rut ready for their assault 
of the waterlogged first part of the 
section. This caught out quite a few 
competitors, including Keith Pettit, who 
needed the help of the recovery vehicle. 
The mud and the restart weren’t very 
Imp friendly and Richard Tompkins, Ed 
Nikel and Owen turner all suffered on the 
mud and the restart. Jason Crowley was 
another one to struggle, his Fugitive 
being more at home off-road racing 
where it is allowed rather larger wheels 

and tyres! Jason was one of the many 
competitors attracted to the March Hare 
by the extensive internet publicity. 
 

This was the first time this section had 
been used and the organisers had the 
start half way up the hill, after the tricky 
bumps, just as the track leaves the road. 
Reg Taylor was in charge to see both his 
creations, driven by Geoff Hodge and 
Clive Booth, make a clear run, as did the 
rest of the entry. There were problems 
though, as John Rowland got his clean 
at the expense of a puncture and 
needed help from his fellow competitors 
to lift the car out of the ruts to change the 
wheel. 
 

The two Brickhill sections caused 
problems for quite a few competitors in 
the lower classes. Some didn’t survive 
the run through the trees, where Jason 
Crowley had problems in getting his long 
wheelbase Fugitive around some of the 
corners. Ted Holloway struggled in his 
Sierra as well, first straddling a fallen 
tree, then falling foul of the deep sand. 
This was also the downfall of Patrick 
Osbourne, who lost his clean sheet in his 
smart green Skoda. 
 

John Parsons and the Hertfordshire VW 
Club, who had dashed across from their 
early morning stint at Half Moon Lane, 
marshalled Brickhill. John had spent 
hours laying out the sections on the 
Saturday, only to find all his work 
destroyed by some bikers by the time he 
arrived on the Sunday. Fortunately, 
Brickhill was the designated lunch-halt, 
so competitors enjoyed the fare from 
Tom Goggins chuck wagon while JP 
hurriedly re-marked the sections. 
Unfortunately, there wasn’t time to do 
justice to marking the second section, 
causing one or two drivers to be 
confused with the route. There were 
problems for a few lower down though 
as the sandy gully did require a full 
blooded assault and some of the less 
experienced drivers couldn’t get through. 

10 

Colin Sumner did well to get the low-
slung Morgan through the ruts, only to 
drop a 1 right at the end to lose his clean 
sheet. Ed Nikel also failed at the one 
marker and sadly this was the end of his 
trial, as he had to retire with a badly 
slipping clutch. Andy Curtis flew through 
the special test again, but was just 
pipped on time by Jason Crowley and 
Owen Briggs, who set the fastest time. 
On the observed section, the restart was 
cunningly placed and it was necessary 
to get the positioning absolutely correct. 
Most of the competitors who went deep 
got away cleanly, but those who stopped 
early struggled. 
 

There was plenty of grip on the 
notorious Edlesborough surface, as the 
wind had dried out any surface moisture. 
It wasn’t possible to see much from the 
start, so Falcon regulars were at an 
advantage in knowing what was round 
the first corner! A few of the lower 
classes were caught out by the surface 
on the lower reaches and failed the first 
section. Reg Taylor was in charge of the 
second section and saw Geoff Hodge 
fail to get away from the restart in his old 
RDT Special, as did last year’s winner 
Ross Nuten in his Dellow, who lost his 
clean sheet. 
 

The first section was all on grass. 
Although it looked straightforward, there 
was a sharp left-hander under some 
trees, whose shade retained the surface 
moisture. This defeated all the FWD 
cars, apart from Andrew Burt, and a few 
in the other classes as well. From the 
start, competitors couldn’t see how 
slippery the upper reaches of the second 
section were. Many soon found out and 
spun to a stop, including Katy Tucker-
Peake, who had gone very well during 
the morning, she but hit problems with 
the grass surface at Ivinghoe and 
Kensworth. John Looker was to drop his 
only marks of the day here. John and 
Keith Vipond had been going well up to 

now, enjoying their day despite loosing 
their windscreen when a stone came up 
from a passing car and having to keep 
the engine running, as the dynamo was 
not charging the battery properly, 
because of regulator problems. 
 

This was another section that became 
more and more slippery as the day went 
on, as successive cars drew water up 
the hill. Andy Clarke’s restart was sited 
just where the track formed a V and 
again strategy was everything. 
Competitors who straddled the V with 
the car level fared best, those who went 
either one side or the other hit trouble 
and the restart caught out a number of 
distinguished drivers, including Fred 
Gregory, Matt Robson, Peter Morley, 
Ross Nuten and Owen Briggs. Simon 
Groves had to retire here with terminal 
fuel problems, as although the car would 
run when level, the petrol pump wouldn’t 
supply the carburettor on any sort of 
slope. The trial had also lost Duncan 
Weaver by now as he had given up the 
battle with his over-heating Morris Minor 
and gone straight to the finish after 
Kensworth. 
 

With no restart and an easy start line Hill 
Farm was a nice gentle end to the  
proceedings, that was cleaned by all the 
survivors. The run in to the finish was 
not without drama for Gary Booth, 
whose Buckler cried enough at the day’s 
exertions and spluttered to a halt in 
Berkhamstead and was towed to the 
finish by Michael Leete, with the help of 
other competitors. 
 

The field was a bit spread out at the end, 
but quite few crews stayed on to sample 
the transport café fare at the finish, 
where the quantity and price of the food 
certainly put the local Little Chef to 
shame. Andy Curtis was the well-
deserved winner on special test times 
from the five clean sheets. Andy was the 
only clean run in class eight and had 
some really fast special test times. Katy 
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 Tucker-Peake won class 1, representing 
the third generation of the famous trials 
family, which have done so much for 
Falcon, MCC and the ACTC for many 
more years than most of us can 
remember. 
 

John Bell won class 3 with a clean 
sheet, which was really nice, as John 
has supported the March Hare ever 
since it returned to a road trial. Peter 
Thompson was second, only dropping 
11 in a good run. Colin Perryman had to 
retire last year but made up for it this 
time with a clean sheet in class 4. 
Michael Leete was second in class after 
another clean, run but was slower on the 
timed sections. Colin Sumner only lost 5 
marks in class 5 to run out the winner in 
his low-slung Morgan, ahead of the 
three Spridgets. John Looker was the 
only car in class 6 just missing a clean 
sheet, when he came to a halt on the 
second Kensworth. James Bouden had 

the only clean run in his Marlin to win 
class 7, after John Ludford had 
problems on the second Brickhill. A 
special mention here for Pete Crawford 
who was third in class 7 and best Falcon 
in his early Triumph engined Marlin. 
With Andy Curtis winning overall, Ross 
Nuten took the class 8 victory, dropping 
12 marks, the same as Clive Booth, 
Ross taking the class based on the 
special tests. 
 

What a wonderful trial. Of course, the 
sections can’t be compared to events in 
other parts of the country, there aren’t 
enough suitable hills for that. But John 
Parsons and Mike Pearson are 
establishing the March Hare as an event 
with its own style in its own right. An 
enjoyable event that is suitable for 
novice drivers or novice cars, run in a 
friendly and relaxed way with enough 
bite to challenge everyone’s skill. 

 

Adrian Tucker-Peake (centre) enjoying his 50th birthday party! (There is another 
trial’s driver in the line-up....) 
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Fellside Northern Classic 
Trial, 23rd March 2003  
 

These are the impressions of first-timers 
on this trial, and the comments on each 
section or test are as seen from a class 
3, white-labelled wagon. The weather 
first (how English!), but if the fells enjoy 
days of cloudless, warm sunshine like 
this I don't understand why anyone 
holidays abroad. But for mud loving 
triallists such dry weather poses 
problems, and we guessed that 
minimum tyre pressures would be order 
of the day. It was surely going to be very 
dry everywhere, except in the bar 
afterwards. The start in the local cattle 
market had plenty of space and 
comfortable facilities, although we spent 
some time locating it. They served one 
of the tastiest bacon rolls I have eaten in 
years. Paperwork and scrutineering 
were efficient but friendly, and it was 
altogether a relaxed start. The run out to 
the first section seemed quite long, but 
the scenery was some compensation. 
 

Section 1, AIKETGATE. We arrived for 
the start jammed in a queue, which then 
had to reverse out one by one to make 
way for a failure to pass, which was not 
an auspicious beginning. So far the 
biggest problem off-road had been dust 
clouds, but here at the start we found 
some MUD. Rumour had it that some 
gallons of water had been spilled on the 
section. However it did not prove very 
slippery, but near the restart line it was 
wetter and greasy. We found grip off the 
restart, and from then onwards the 
gentle slope gave no problems. The next 
two sections were neighbours and 
approached via a well-stocked scrap 
yard and a moonscape quarry. We 
queued on a hill edge with magnificent 
views before tackling CUMBERLAND 
BANK (section 3). This was a very 
visible section, appearing like the north 
face of the Eiger and having a restart 
half way up. In fact, this initial climb was 

not as bad as it looked (at least for those 
not having to do the restart), but beyond 
the bank lurked some very rough ground 
of sandy soil, but with embedded 
boulders and a strong camber pulling 
towards the edge. We just squeezed the 
BM past a huge, loose boulder, which 
might have terminated our day if we had 
even nudged it. Neighbouring BONNIE 
MOUNT (section 2) was very rough from 
the start, undulating over rocks to a 
short, sharp bank of rock outcrops 
where the class 7 and 8 cars had an 
impossible-looking restart. We just 
cleared this bank with horrible crashing 
sounds from the underbody, and then 
followed the tramlines into a "bomb hole" 
where depth of ruts caused grounding 
just as you wanted speed to get out. 
After clearing this, the rest was easy. 
We watched an Austin 7 clear this 
section despite losing a cylinder in the 
rough stuff (probably having loosened a 
plug lead). 
 

The first SPECIAL TEST followed, and 
once we had clarified with the marshals 
some very contradictory advice in the 
instructions, we did our "forward all over, 
backwards all over, forward astride" bit. 
The clever thing about the siting of this 
test was that you could see all of it while 
waiting except the line CC, and whereas 
the test was mostly on the flat, line CC 
was on a slope covered in loose shale, 
not the easiest of conditions for sudden 
acceleration. 
  
On to section 4, but before then a 
differential test, which was quickly 
executed. There was also a slight 
problem when we found section 5 before 
section 4 (as did many others), but when 
we did arrive at FOREST YUMP (section 
4) it was in deep fir woods with a flattish, 
dry start. We suspected a hidden 
surprise, as it looked too easy, so we 
went for minimum tyre pressures. Apart 
from the depth of the unavoidable 
tramlines and resultant bottom-dragging 
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there were no problems and we pulled 
ourselves out. Section 5, DARLING 
HOW, was dry and not particularly rough 
or difficult, even with a restart. In the wet 
it would be a different story. 
 

Section 6, WIDOW HAUSE had a 
steepish start followed by a sudden bend 
around which lurked the restart box. The 
ground was damp but not slippery, and 
we got away without wheelspin and 
found it mostly dry with a few damp 
patches to the end of the section. Here 
also one could see that things would be 
very different on a wet day. 
 
So it was on to the lunch break, which 
we hoped to take at the Winlatter Visitor 
Centre, only to find that the facilities 
were being rebuilt. Fortunately the toilets 
were operational, and the views of 
Bassenthwaite Lake made the halt 
worthwhile. Refreshment was taken 
(sitting outside in the sunshine talking 
motorbikes) at Braithwaite's Royal Oak 
watering hole, and then on to the 
afternoon slog and some demon 
challenges devised by the organizers to 
sort winners from losers. 
 

Section 7 BIG COCKUP was half way up 
a mountain, and the long zig-zag climb 
on good forestry roads provided 
breathtaking views and caused ears to 
"pop" through altitude. In the tall forest 
the ground was wetter and the sun 
seemed miles away, so it was actually 
chilly for the first time that day. Despite a 
dampish start we had no trouble once 
the car was rolling, although passing 
between the restart boards (no restart for 
us) was a tight squeeze for a large 
saloon. Tramlines again took over for the 
rest of the climb, which was not difficult 
in the dry conditions. 
 

Section 8, LITTLE COCKUP had deep 
tramlines from the start and the rubbing 
of diff casings had made a third line up 
the middle. The going was firm but slimy, 
and the route included sharp bends, 

which were tricky if you let the speed 
drop off, but there was little choice of 
route right up to the end. However, the 
final steep climb out of the wood was 
grass and slippery and required all the 
power one could find. The sight of cars 
exiting the dark wood under full power 
and often sideways, as they aimed for 
the 0 board was a sight worth seeing. 
One competitor, at least, shot across the 
roadway and almost took out the 
recovery Range Rover before getting the 
brakes on. The return trip down the 
mountain was memorable for the clouds 
of dust stirred up, obscuring some very 
fine views. 
 

Section 9 ROUTEN ROMP was again 
approached on smooth forestry roads 
going up and up. The section had a 
gentle, uphill start and the track width 
allowed a choice of course. In the top 
half were deeper ruts and there was 
some mud around the restart area, but 
we found no difficulty in the dry 
conditions. At about this time, the BMW’s 
engine decided to protest by refusing to 
tick-over and spitting back in the inlet 
manifold below about 2500 rpm, not in 
itself a serious problem, but adding a 
distraction for the driver and a tendency 
for us to lift the bonnet and poke around 
for air leaks, examine hoses etc when 
opportunity arose. 
 

Section 10, OSPREY’S LAIR followed on 
from neighbouring Routen, but there 
were delays due to cars having to be 
turned at the top before exiting down the 
section. The forest floor was only damp 
in places so traction was no problem, 
apart from one slippery bend. The most 
excitement took place at the top, when 
trying to turn a heavy BM saloon 
between trees on a loose-leaf surface. 
The drive on from there was memorable 
for views through the trees of bright blue 
lake water, lit by the hazy late afternoon 
sunshine. 
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The remaining 3 sections provided the 
sting-in-the-tail, so far as we were 
concerned. 
 
Section 11, MURTHY'S LAW we looked 
at twice before we realized it was 
actually a section they expected cars to 
tackle! Turning off the forestry road at a 
right angle (with logs piled in the ditch to 
run over) it just went straight up (as in 
UP) between beech trees. Power was 
everything and we were pleased to get 
as far as 8, although it was noticeable 
that each car as it scraped off more of 
the leaf mould seemed to make things 
easier for those following. We saw 
Escorts getting into 5 and 6 and on 
enquiring if anyone had got near to 
cleaning it we were told "Yes, the VW 
got to the top". For a moment we were 
struck dumb at the thought of the 
Greenslade 1300cc Beetle having 
achieved such a dizzy height, but further 
enquiry showed that it was the VW 
special of Tony Young that had done it. 
Still quite an achievement. The descent 
from this climb was so steep that there 
were several squashed tail pipes as cars 
hit the road, very fashionable these 
fishtail pipes! 
 
Section 12, BLACKHOLE had a long 
queue waiting, John Bell's Escort having 
firmly planted itself, with the diff casing 
impaled on humps and roots in the 
forest. Many hands were helping and 
after much shouting and lots of revs the 
Escort suddenly flew backwards out of 
the woodwork like a cork out of a 
champagne bottle. When our turn came, 
we soon found the cause of the trouble 
in the excessive depth of the tramline 
ruts, and the BM (which is not especially 
challenged in the ground clearance 
department) stuck firmly just before the 
restart area ."Just like the brakes came 
on", as David said, and to get off we 
needed full power in reverse. 
 
 

The second SPECIAL TEST came next 
at a new venue, but using the previous 
format, thus saving drivers from mental 
confusion. Here was where our engine 
difficulties were going to show. 
Struggling with a stalling engine David 
found he needed three feet in order to 
keep the fire alight, and although he 
managed without stalling a marker got 
nudged in the excitement and we 
collected a whole pile of points. 
 
The last section was number 13 
SANDALE, and here we learned a new 
word "clarty". We now know that this is 
sticky, evil, slimy clay. After such a dry 
trial it came as a bit of a shock and, 
although we got through the lower 
slippery patches without worry, we made 
the mistake of easing off when the going 
got easier and there was a choice of 
courses. This was an error, as we didn't 
realize that the section ended in a steep 
and slimy few metres. "Clarty" took its 
toll amid uncontrollable wheelspin, its 
having the frictional qualities of a ripe 
banana skin. In fact we had to 
manhandle the BM out of the mess, 
which is not to be recommended on 
several counts of which getting clarty on 
your clothing is one. With hindsight the 
section could have been cleaned and it 
is a fine challenge. We have taken note 
and will remember!  Notable cleans here 
were Adrian Tucker-Peake, Harvey 
Walters and David Heale. 
 
So it was on to the finish and de-
clartyising ourselves. We covered 107 
scenic miles on the trial and finished at 
5pm in warm sunshine, feeling we had 
had a challenging first Fellside. The sun, 
air and scenery alone would have 
warranted the cost and effort in making 
the journey north and we congratulate 
everyone who put effort into this event. 
 
DAVID TURNER and JOHN 
HESELTINE 
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Half a Northern… 
by Chris Phillips 

 

T he title says it all, really. The 
Troll declined to co-operate with 
Stuart Harrold and I half way 
through the Northern Trial, and 

so I can devote a part of this report to 
discussing some of the other aspects of 
classic trialling other than the hills.  
 
Is it my imagination or are B&Bs getting 
better over the years? Neither Stuart or I 
can recall any scruffy, poor quality 
accommodation over the last three or 
four years, and this year’s place in 
Carlisle was superb. I won’t give the 
name, because we want to make sure we 
can get in there next year! But it was 
handily situated on the Warwick Road, 
plenty of room to park a tow car and 
trailer and within easy walking of the city 
centre and the pubs. Perfect. 
 

The run to Wigton from Carlisle was done 
in the glorious sunshine that marked the 
Northern. Scrutineering seemed to be a 
little more conscientious than on some 
other trials and the highlight of the pre-
start wait was the arrival of Dudley Sterry 
with his J2 on a trailer. Not a very usual 
sight and I have a photo for posterity if 
anyone is interested. My personal 
favourite in the car park was a very well 
restored Model A Ford driven by Bert 
Lowry.  Sadly, the Model A was retired 
after the first three hills. 
 

Another casualty we saw on the way to 
the first hill was John and Tom Bamber in 
their Austin Grasshopper. Aiketgate was 
not quite the easy pipe opener that you 
get on some trials. The restart was 
definitely slippery, and with tyre pressure 
limits, gave me one or two anxious 
moments. 
 
Then it was off to the blasted heath I 
remembered from the first Northern in 
2000. Cumberland Bank looks more 

frightening than it is and certainly the 
route in is fairly interesting. Fellside’s 
cunning plan of using short boxes for the 
restarts certainly made it more difficult to 
get the wheel positioning correct and on 
the third section, Bonnie Mount, it was 
just about impossible to stop without one 
set of wheels in a fairly large crater. 
However, we cleaned both and it was off 
to the first special test. It was on the way 
out of this quarry area that Bill Bennett 
holed the sump on his MG and had to 
retire. I wonder how that will affect the 
end of year placings in the Crackington? 
 

Special Test 1 was an interesting  cross 
arrangement in the mining museum, 
where we managed a respectable time 
without setting the world alight, but did 
manage to shower Giles Greenslade in 
mud as we went off the start line. Just 
past Brathwaite, going up the road to the 
next three sections we had the first 
trouble from the Troll. We eventually 
parked in the lay-by overlooking 
Bassenthwaite Lake and scratched our 
heads a bit. Changing over the fuel 
pumps and the electronic ignition pack 
didn’t make any difference, plenty of fuel 
was getting through, but the car still  
seemed to be suffering from fuel 
starvation. A change of plugs was 
thought of, but the plug spanner (for the 
first time I can remember) had been left 
back in Hampshire and we were only 
able to make this change when Chris 
Veevers came along and lent us one. 
 

Surprisingly enough this did the trick, or 
seemed to, as we were able to rush off to 
the next three sections. A word of thanks 
here to Mrs Veevers, who was running 
the course-closing car. She very kindly 
decided to stop a little longer in the lay-by 
and have a well-earned ice cream, thus 
enabling us to keep ahead of her and not 
get ‘retired’. We did the diff test, Forest 
Yump, Darling How and Widow Hause in 
ten minutes flat. The fastest three 
sections we’ve ever done. 
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Unfortunately, on the way to the next 
section the Troll’s problems returned and 
it is perhaps appropriate that the thing 
finally expired on Big Cockup. We 
managed to get the down the hill to the 
start of Little Cockup, but at that point we 
had to call for a tow out of the woods on 
the basis that, whilst most of the road 
went downhill there were some horribly 
steep uphill bits. The keys to the tow car 
had already been sent on ahead with 
Pete Fear and Dick Andrews, so there 
was nothing left for it but to stay in the 
car park on the main road and await 
rescue. 
 

If you ever need to sit for four and a half-
hours waiting for succour I can 
recommend the side of Bassenthwaite 
Lake. The views are stunning, it’s a great 
place for a bit of photography and there 
are a few benches close at hand to have 
a kip on (Stuart’s speciality). It also gave 
us an opportunity to do a bit of PR-ing 
with the multitude of walkers and cyclists 
who came though the car park. 
 

We were also able to 
think up a cunning 
plan of what to do 
with the Troll. Stuart 
was jetting of to the 
Far East on Monday 
afternoon and would 
not be getting back 
until the morning of 
the Friday before the 
Kyrle. That didn’t 
leave much time for 
him to fix an 
unknown problem on 
the car. My 
knowledge of cars 
and engines can be 
written very large on 
the back of a fag 
packet, so it was decided to return from 
Cumbria to Hampshire via Ross-on-Wye 
and organise a fettling session there. 
When the tow car and trailer did 

eventually arrive (Pete and Dick had 
stayed for a bowl of chips at the 
Stockman!) we loaded up and set off.  
 
Home was reached at 2:30 the following 
morning, but surprisingly the longer 
journey only added forty miles to the 
overall distance. 
 

Both Stuart and I like the Northern, in 
spite of the 400-mile flog up to Cumbria 
to take part. The distance, I'm sure, 
contributes to a relatively small entry, but 
for those of you wondering if the trip is 
worth it then the answer is a resounding 
‘Yes’. It’s a well organised, friendly trial 
and congratulations are due to all those 
who took part in organising and running 
the event. Stuart’s day job allowing I’m 
sure we’ll be back next year.  
 
Congratulations to Tony Young on his 
overall win, and to class winners Adrian 
Tucker-Peake, Harvey Waters (and for 
third overall), Giles Greenslade, Roger 
Bricknell and Boyd Webster. 

Simon Woodall and Gigi Bettancourt-
Gomes  exchange notes at the start of 
the Kyrle 

(Photo by Chris Phillips) 
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Kyrle Trial 2003 
by Paul Royds 

 

T he morning of Sunday 6th April 
dawned overcast and dry (as it 
was to remain all day) and saw 
my passenger Greg and me 

heading down the M50 towards the 
Welcome Break Services at Ross-on-
Wye for the start of the 2003 Kyrle Trial. 
Scrutineering and signing on were dealt 
with quickly and efficiently, leaving just 
enough time to refuel the car and have a 
restorative cuppa before the day’s action 
commenced. We were competing in a 
Marlin, in class 7, so had a start fairly 
near the front of the field, mixing with the 
tail end of class 8. We set off on the A40 
towards Monmouth and into some 
woodland just off the dual carriageway 
for the first three sections. 
 
The first section, Griffin’s Grove, was a 
straight climb up a track between the 
trees. It seemed fairly straightforward, 
but I wonder if I would have felt the 
same if we had had our normal spring 
weather i.e. several weeks of rain, prior 
to the event? At the top of the section 
we bumped into Simon Woodall (not 
literally) who was cadging fuel for 
another competitor. We drove back 
down with him perched on the spare 
wheel carrier! Section 2, the Widow 
Maker, also seemed quite 
straightforward although for a minute I 
thought we might grind to a halt on a 
rather muddy bend halfway up the hill. I 
see from the results that the class 1 cars 
(front-wheel drive) had rather more 
difficulty on this hill. Howard’s Way was 
section 3. This was a short distance 
through the woods from section 2 and 
nobody actually failed this one, but that 
didn’t stop it being great fun. The hill 
was very steep at the bottom and top, 
with a big jump in the middle where we 
were well in the air! 
 

A quick stop to put more air in the tyres 
and we were back onto the A40 for a 
little way followed by a very pleasant 
drive through attractive countryside to 
section 4which is in the Forest of Dean 
near Ruardean.  The approach to Jack 
was down a very steep track that would, 
I am sure, have been extremely 
interesting had we had some rain. This 
section was a steep, bumpy, rocky, tree 
rooted track that most cars in classes 7 
and 8 seemed to manage quite well. The 
return route took us straight back down 
the hill to section 5, which was literally 
next door. Not surprisingly this was 
called Jill and it presented the first 
restart of the day. I had been watching 
previous competitors to get an idea of 
where to stop, but I’m afraid brain-fade 
took over and I stopped too high and 
failed to get going again. 
 
The next few sections were all quite 
close together. Section 6, Fox Run, had 
a restart for classes 6, 7 and 8 and the 
results show that I was not alone in 
failing to move off the restart. On then to 
Burnbrae and to one of my triumphs of 
the day. This hill started gently through a 
stream but then proceeded to get 
steeper, rougher, muddier and tougher. 
It was a great sense of achievement to 
have cleared a hill after working really 
hard to get to the top. Marfell’s Meander 
came shortly after. I wish I could say that 
I saw  the top of the hill but a steep bank 
near the bottom caught me out and I 
scored an 8.  More wellie needed next 
time! I suppose this is where previous 
knowledge is an advantage. Next came 
the first special test which was quite 
straightforward, but in the heat of the 
competition it is all too easy to slide 
across the stop lines. No mistakes here 
though. 
 
From here we went to Pludds, where 
there was another restart for classes 6, 
7 and 8. The hill was misleadingly steep 
and slippery and knowing that I had a 
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restart I really didn’t attack the bottom of 
the hill as I should have. I had a real 
struggle just to get to the restart and was 
stationary astride the restart line with my 
rear wheels spinning when the marshal 
dropped his flag! Needless to say, I 
didn’t see much more of Pludds and was 
more than ready for our next stop. This 
was lunch at Mallard’s Pike, a Forestry 
Commission picnic site, where a 
pleasant time was spent refuelling 
ourselves and having a well deserved 
rest. 
 
At the allotted time we made our way to 
the second special test, which was 
straightforward, but what a long reverse! 
A little way along the track we found 
section 10, Rock Garden. What an 
appropriate name! The section was quite 
short, but steep and rocky with a couple 
of tight turns. Brain fade reared its ugly 
head again as I went to the right of the 
final marker, but fortunately I only 
dropped one point. The descent was 
almost more exciting than ascent. I was 
amazed to think that we had actually 
climbed up the section at all. A short 
drive down a track brought us to 
Bluebell, which had an evil restart for 
classes 7 and 8.  A glance at the results 
showed that only one car cleared the 
section. The other classes had an easier 
restart and fared much better. 
 
Section 12 took us almost back to our 
lunch stop. Howbeech appeared to be a 
fairly easy climb up through woodland, 
but there was a tricky restart in a small 
dip about halfway up. We stopped high 
on the restart and managed fine, but the 
results showed that about half of the 
field failed on this one. Cuddleigh Bank 
lived up to its name. It was a fairly easy 
climb between the trees, which nearly 
everyone in every class cleared. A short 
drive of three to four miles took us to the 
penultimate section, Point and Press, 
another appropriate name. You did 
exactly what it said on the tin! A straight 

blast up a very steep hill between trees, 
which was rather deceptive as there 
seemed to be little grip on the lower, 
flatter part of the hill. A great deal of 
momentum was required to get 
anywhere near the top and I scored a 
rather disappointing 7. 
 
After a five-mile drive we reached the 
final section called, appropriately 
enough, Lane End. What a great hill! Up 
through the trees and quite long, with 
several challenging tight bends on the 
way. Most people seemed to clear this 
and it was great fun. We stopped here to 
spectate for a while before heading for 
the finish at the Ross and District 
clubhouse. No report would be complete 
without a special thank you to the 
organisers, and especially the marshals, 
for their help and support. Without them 
these events could not take place. We 
had a great day. Thanks. 

Dudley Sterry on Point & Press 
 

(Photo by Paul Royds) 
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The Kyrle Trial  
by Nick Farmer  

 

S 
aturday morning before the trial 
was spent in work doing a few 
little jobs to my MG Maestro, 
swapping tyres, checking 

levels, lights etc, so when Sunday 
morning came I was keen to get going, 
as it had been nearly 6 weeks since our 
last outing, which was the Chairman’s 
trial in February. We met Tim Hellings in 
the Mk2 Golf Gti at junction 23 on the 
M5 and set off for Ross-on-Wye. We 
had only done about 10 miles on the 
motorway when Tim slowed, pulled over 
and phoned to say he had a puncture. 
We hung on for him at the next junction 
and were soon on our way again. We 
got to the start with ample time to spare 
so as soon as we got through 
scrutineering without any problems, we 
set about repairing the puncture, which 
luckily hadn't damaged the tyre. We 
drove the car up on the tyre to break the 
bead and a new tube was fitted and the 
wheel swapped back over. Once this 
was done we went in to sign on and 
have a coffee before we started. We set 
off at our allotted time of 10:42 and 
headed off for the first three sections, 
which were all in the same wood 
complex. 
 

Section 1 was GRIFFINS GROVE, a 
slippery start with more grip further up 
the section and we started off with a 
straightforward clean, but a notable fail 
was Emma Flay who dropped 11 points 
which cost her 2nd in class and 3rd 
overall. Section 2, WIDOW MAKER, was 
a fairly straight start which turned left at 
the top and the organising team had put 
a devious kink at about the 6 marker. I 
lifted off here and never managed to get 
any momentum going again which 
resulted in us dropping 4. Paul Allaway 

(Vauxhall Astra) was the only class 1 car 
to clean the section. Section 3, 
HOWARDS WAY, was quite dry yet 
steep at the end and was cleaned by the 
entire field. Somehow I think this may 
have been different with a drop of rain 
the day before. Sections 4 and 5, JACK 
and JILL, are two fairly straight, steep 
climbs which are quite rutted at the 
bottom. These two hills had relieved 
scores for classes 1-5, which helped us 
a bit as we dropped 1 on Jack and 7 on 
Jill, which became 6 and 3 respectively 
due to two very good climbs again by 
Paul Allaway in the Astra. Other notable 
climbs were Ian Moss in the Imp and Bill 
Bennett in the MG J2. Section 6, called 
FOX RUN, has a nice gentle start, which 
turns left and gets rougher with a step at 
the restart, we dropped a 3 here, 
perhaps not quite enough commitment. 
 

Section 7 was BURNBRAE, where you 
drop down through a stream before 
turning sharp left, followed by a 90 right 
and a steep climb out. We went straight 
on at the 90 right (as did Dave 
Haizleden and Tim Hellings both driving 
Golfs) and hit a tree stump. As I tried to 
reverse I realised I had no drive and 
there was gearbox oil on the floor, I 
immediately thought the gearbox had 
expired, but after pushing the car into a 
clearing, investigation showed a broken 
nls outer cv joint and the drive shaft had 
pulled out of the gearbox bringing the oil 
seal with it. We dug out the spare shaft 
and some oil and were on our way again 
within about 10 minutes. 4 points 
dropped here, with Paul Allaway being 
the only class 1 car to clean the section 
again, although Mike Collins managed to 
drop just 1 point. Section 8, GLEN, was 
a nice dry easy start with the section 
veering off left into the undergrowth. We 
dropped a 3. Ian Moss dropped his only 
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points of the trial here with a score of 2. 
SPECIAL TEST ALPHA was next, which 
was done without any problems with 
fastest time going to Paul Bartleman in 
the Troll. 
 

We returned along the track to section 9 
PLUDDS, a greasy start which gets very 
rough at the restart which saw two good 
climbs by Paul and Dave to clean the 
hill. I got the left hand rear wheel stuck 
on a rock at the restart and dropped 5. 
After pumping up we set off to Mallards 
Pike picnic area for lunch, where we 
were put back in numerical order where 
possible. We had a bite to eat and a 
quick chat with Tim and we were soon 
back out again as we were running late 
due to the driveshaft change. We set off 
for SPECIAL TEST BETA, which was 
again done OK, this time fastest time 
was shared by Harvey Waters and 
David Heale both driving Escorts. 
 

Section 10 ROCK GARDEN is a short 
stoney section with a very tight left turn 
at the 4 marker. I went wide to try to get 
round the comer and could only manage 
a 3. Paul Allaway also dropped a 4 here, 
which almost put him back in Dave’s 
clutches, as Dave cleaned the section 
along with Mike and Terry Coventry. 
Section 11 BLUEBELL was our only 
section with a restart, a grassy section 
with a tight right turn at the top of a slope 
before the restart. Tony Young was the 
only class 8 car to clean this and Dave 
Haizleden was the only class 1 car to 
clean the section. I got to the sharp right 
and on acceleration lost drive again. 
With Tims help we pushed the car to a 
clear space, where inspection again 
revealed a n/s outer cv joint broken. This 
time I had to take the joint off the spare 
o/s shaft, so although it took a bit longer, 
we were soon going again. I was 
beginning to think something on the car 

could be bent, as I had never broken 
one in 20 odd trials yet we had broken 2 
in one day. We moved on to section 12 
which was called HOWBEECH. This 
was fairly straight forward, with just a 
nasty little ditch to drive through. It was 
nice to clean a section again, although it 
was difficult not to think about the 
driveshaft. Section 13 was CUDDLEIGH 
BANK, again a fairly easy hill, this time 
just a slippery sharp right comer at the 
start, but that didn't cause many 
problems. Section 14 POINT AND 
PRESS is a dead straight climb, fairly 
smooth but steep at the top. I could only 
manage a 6, Tim and Dave scored 5 
and the best climb in the class went to 
Paul again with 4. Ian Moss had another 
very good climb to be the only clean in 
class 4. 
 

We moved on to the last hill, LANE 
END, which was very dry and cleaned 
by nearly all except us, as we got round 
the right-hander and heard a bang and 
lost drive yet again. Another 8 points 
dropped. That was it this time as I had 
ran out of driveshaft joints. We pushed 
the car back down the hill, jacked it up, 
took the wheel off and found the shaft 
itself had snapped off like a carrot. This 
was lucky, as I could use the original 
shaft and the other joint to get to the 
finish and to drive home. Well done to 
Ian Moss for winning the event outright 
in the Imp and to Paul Allaway for 
winning the class again. It turned out to 
be a very eventful day for mostly the 
wrong reasons and some big scores 
dropped, nevertheless a very enjoyable 
and well organised trial. Thanks to 
Adrian and the rest of the organisers 
and especially the marshals who make it 
all possible. SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!! 
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A Dry Day in Dean 
by Dave Haizelden & Paul 

Allaway 
 

A s usual the Kyrle started from 
the BP station on the A40 dual 
carriageway, where an entry of 
67 cars, of which 25 were class 

8 cars had assembled. At 2-minute 
intervals the field left for a new batch of 
hills in the Newton Court area. On arrival 
at the first hill it was obvious that Adrian 
Marfell’s VW four-wheel drive localised 
thunderstorm had been very busy. The 
first hill, Griffin’s Grove, claimed one 
notable victim, Emma Flay, even with 
Tristan White bouncing in the back the 
orange Escort failed to pass the 11 
marker, which cost Emma second place 
in the class. John Blakeley was ably 
manning the crossroads on the way to 
the second hill, Widow Maker, and he 
offered some advice, as the Allaway 
Astra approached the start line. “There 
had been some very localised 
thunderstorms in these woods.” While 
waiting on the start line with the Astra 
Dennis Beale in his BMW came 
reversing down the section, this 
provided a warning of something tricky 
around the corner, so as the Astra 
approached the corner it was carrying 
considerable speed, which carried it 
through the mud and deep ruts to the 
only clean in the front wheel drive class. 
 

After the hill, Howards Way, Jack and Jill 
provided a return to the usual Kyrle 
territory. On Jack there were some 
notable climbs. The best front wheel 
drive climb on Jack was the Allaway 
Astra with a 4, some way ahead of the 
Haizelden Golf on 7. Ian Moss and Bill 
Bennett made it look easy with superb 
cleans. Some astounding acrobatics 
were observed on Jack, performed by 
Simon Woodall, whose Buggy got out of 
faze over the bumps and disappeared 
off the section between the trees “and 

you really couldn’t see the Woodall for 
the trees”. Chris Biles was another to go 
barking up the wrong tree as he 
whacked one good and proper at the 4 
marker. Another person in whacking 
good form was Mark Glassonbury in his 
Fiesta, who smote the first tree on the 
left and deposited quite a lot of the 
Fiesta on the floor. But tops marks go to 
Andrew Brown for the remarkable style 
in which his Marlin disappeared off the 
section.  In fact it could well have been 
described as a mono-cycle Marlin as 
only the left-hand wheel was touching 
the ground as Andrew turned into Jack. 
With no front wheels to steer the car it 
continued on its circular course to the 12 
marker. Time to get the Marlin in the 
wind tunnel Andrew and add some down
-force to the front of the car? 
 
The entertainment continued on Jill with 
Ian Moss and Bill Bennett again 
producing superb cleans. In class 3 
David Heale, Dave Turner and Dick Bolt 
also took cleans, followed by Harvey 
Walters on 1 and Emma Flay on 2. 
Class 7 front-runner, Roger Bricknell 
dropped 7, an astounding figure for his 
and the Vincent’s reputation.  A new hill, 
Fox Run, was next and Nigel Allen’s run 
of back luck with his class 6 big engined 
Beetle continued. Nigel and Fiona 
dropped 5 marks as the Beetle’s diff 
decided it was time for a break. This was 
a big disappointment, as Nigel had been 
clean up to this point.  As Nigel drove 
back to the main road he met Giles 
Greenslade, who was having a 
particularly poor day by his standards, 
with the blue Beetle cutting out on 
sections. With Nigel’s aid a loose pipe 
was discovered and the blue Beetle was 
back on full song, enabling Giles to 
reach the 2 marker on Fox Run. The 
Golf duo of Haizelden and Collins 
sneaked back 2 marks on the Allaway 
Astra 3 marks to 5, as the Allaway Astra 
doesn’t like short steep banks.   
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An old favourite Burnbrae had two 
routes to the summit, the lower classes 
taking the left hand route which proved 
particularly entertaining for a certain 
green Golf. We know pixies sit on 
toadstools, but Burnbrae revealed that 
green Golfs sit on tree stumps and drop 
4 marks as a result. Former Wheelspin 
Champion Adrian Dommett, ably 
assisted by Judy Phillips, dropped 8 
marks on this hill, but were bettered by 
Gigi Bettencourt Gomes who dropped 9 
in the Marfell monster. Gigi was using 
the event as a shake down for the Lands 
End Trial, as she was to write an article 
for the MSA magazine on the event. In 
view of what happened on the Lands 
End perhaps flying lessons would have 
been more appropriate. 
 
Marfell’s Meandering was for classes 7 
and 8 only. Roger Bricknell suffered 
again with an 8, while Derek Tyler in 
Adrian Marfell’s old Baja Beetle went 
clean. The lower classes ascended Glen 
with Ian Moss dropping his only 2 marks 
of the day. However, on this particular 
hill he was beaten by Geoff Buchanan in 
his Panther Lima, who had the best 
climb with 1 mark dropped. Pludds 
returned this year and was particularly 
rough around the restart area. However 
the Allaway Astra and the Haizelden 
Golf both cleaned the section. In class 2 
Bill Bennett continued his fine form, with 
another clean, but the Greenslade 
Beetle was humbled again by Ian Moss 
and Colin Perryman who both went 
clean, while Giles dropped 5 marks.   
 
After lunch Rock Garden reappeared 
and a cautious approach by the Allaway 
Astra dropped 4 marks. Dave and Mike 
in their respective Golf’s were joined by 
Terry Coventry’s Citroen with excellent 
cleans. Tim Hellings stuck one over Nick 
Farmer with a 2 to Nick’s 3. 
 
Bluebell’s restart caught out a 
particularly well known class 3 runner, 

Dave Heale, who stopped his Escort 
right on the line rather than astride and 
so gave away 7 marks. Of particular 
note in class 8 was Tony Young, who 
was the only clean in that class.   
 
A short run to How Beech was next. The 
hill presented the non-restarting classes 
with very little difficulty however, class 
8s on their high tyre pressures struggled 
to get away from the restart. An 
impromptu leaf mould challenge took 
place at the top of the section, which 
involved filling respective cars with as 
much organic matter as possible. Not 
only were the cars filled, but a number of 
the crews were wearing it as well. In 
particular Francesca Plimmer, whose 
flowing locks were littered with leaves 
and had a truly organic experience. Let’s 
hope Head and Shoulders shifts it!! 
 
Cuddleigh Bank presented little difficulty 
to the field, with just about everyone 
cleaning it. Next was the impressive 
Point and Press. The Allaway Astra, ably 
navigated by young Rachel Allaway, 
stole a point back from the rest of the 
front wheel drive field, Tim Hellings 
produced a particularly good climb to 
stick another point over arch rival Nick 
Farmer. To be fair though, Nick had a 
trying day with 3 drive shaft failures. 
Chris Veevers’ class 4 Beetle, having 
made the long trek from Cumbria, had a 
frustrating day with a carburettor fault, 
which prevented him leaving the line and 
he dropped 12 marks. 
 
Last hill was Lane End. For Andrew 
Brown “Understeer Alley” would have 
been more apt, as the Marlin failed to 
negotiate the first corner. It has been 
suggested to Adrian Marfell that corner 
chevrons, triple layer barriers, tyre walls 
and marshals’ post be added next year 
so, as Andrew negotiates the corners, 
he can be blue flagged to let a faster 
competitor through ! 
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Clerk of the Course, Adrian Marfell, ably 
assisted by Jane Marfell, greeted the 
competitors as they cleaned the final hill. 
The run of class 4 winners continued Ian 
Moss in his light weight Imp followed in 
Giles Greenslade’s tyre tracks to take 
another overall win. Tyre smoking and 
revving it to death Harvey Walters 
stormed to a class 3 win.  With Ian 
winning overall Colin Perryman took 
class 4, in class 6 Terry Ball followed up 
his Clee Hills outright win with a class 
win.  Dudley Sterry, who took the Field 

Trophy on the Exeter, sewed up class 8.  
Classes 2 and 5 were amalgamated 
which allowed Peter Davies to beat Bill 
Bennett to the class award.  Finally in 
class awards the Astra GTE scored a 
class win for the second year running in 
class 1. 
 

Well done to everyone at Ross Motor 
Club for putting on a challenging event in 
difficult conditions for the second year 
running.  Perhaps if they run the event on 
the August Bank Holiday Monday they 
might get some rain! 

Katy’s Initiation by Katy Tucker-Peake 
 

As a passenger for my Dad over the last 
5 years, I have always been intrigued by 
the exciting sport of classic trialling.  It’s 
always sounded odd to my mates when I 
tell them we were away for Dad’s trial at 
Easter – he’s always in trouble they say!  
When the day finally came that offered 
me a chance to actually have a go at 
driving on the March Hare, I was shocked 
and scared! Me, drive his precious car 
and up those torturous hills! Was he as 
mad as the famed hatter? Away at Uni, I 
hadn’t driven for nearly a year, but 
fortunately I agreed . 
 

On the day I had regrets - getting up at 5 
in the morning isn’t every student’s idea 
of fun! When we arrived at the Dunstable 
start I was anxious, but also eager to 
prove something to myself. But the 
anxiety grew when I found out I was 
being promoted from class 0 to 1, 
because of Dad on board and driving a 
suitable steed. However the staff at the 
control were very friendly and 
encouraging, which helped put me at 
ease. Then we were off, Dad beginning 
to understand the navigator’s lot for a 
change! I found the first few hills 
unproblematic, however on arrival at 
Water Tower Lane, a group of curious 
mountain bikers had stopped to watch 
the drivers’ antics. This made me slightly 
nervous, especially as the cars before me 
were either getting stuck or finding it 

difficult because of the deep mud. With 
Dad’s encouragement and advice to 
focus on it like I do on my path to the 
Union bar, I trickled and blasted it like a 
good ’un! Then came the ‘assault 
courses’ he called PCT venues. Pretty 
Challenging Tests needing inch by inch 
concentration: it was sometimes very 
hard to see where you were meant to be 
driving, and I had some difficulties, 
though route finding from the next seat 
helped. I was not discouraged, and 
attacked the special tests. I found 
controlling the car very difficult, especially 
as you’re meant to drive as quickly as 
possible on grass - maybe these should 
be developed for the high street ‘Kevs’ 
out there to let off steam . 
 

I felt I let the side down with my times, 
but the old boy told me calmly to ‘first, get 
it right’ and be sure of my positioning: I 
think he just didn’t want a fright! The 
whole day was enjoyable and well 
organised, watching people succeed with 
delight and stop with disgust, often 
measuring themselves against their own 
goals instead of each other. I learned 
from Falcon’s slick website that I had won 
my class - my worries of being accepted 
had vanished and this was the icing on 
the cake for my introduction to classic 
trials.  Thanks to the organising team, the 
supportive competitors and the 
knowledgeable marshals. I’ll be back 
(when Dad’s ready!) 

26 

 

Cars on 
Bishops Wood 
 
Ian Reavley 
 
Mal & Donny 
Allen 
 
 
Mike Wordsworth 

 

Photos by 
 Ian Walters  



27 

 

 

Lands End 2003 
 

Bikers on Bluehills 
 

Nick Bayman 
 

Roger Tushingham 
 

and 
 

Julia Browne 
 
 

(Photos by Derek Hibbert) 

28 

 Land’s End, 18-19 April 2003 
by Julia Browne 

 

I  chose to skin out a part-worn rear 
tyre on the LE, as the forecast was 
dry, but after seeing how much tread 
peeled away on the sixty mile ride to 

the start on a blistering hot Friday 
evening I wondered if it was a poor 
choice. The back wheel is fairly well 
twatted anyway; the hub is worn to the 
point where the bearings drop in by 
hand (and knock themselves out in 
about two hundred miles) and parts of 
the rim have started to break away, but 
the new wheel ordered at great expense 
from Talon hadn’t arrived in time.  And 
really, does anyone think that tyre 
choice was going to be a bigger issue 
than riding ability?  No, no... 
 
Once again I was riding my XR600, with 
my brother Neil on his TR1-BSA. I had 
all my paperwork with me this year, I 
had a full tool-bag, and the bike had 
been ‘ready’ for a week, so all that was 
left was to start. The start at Plusha 
services, Launceston, was 
uncomfortably hot, and after 
scrutineering, we had ample time to 
chew the fat.  It was good to see Trevor 
Griffiths, ex of the Crocker/Griffiths 
Yamaha outfit, and even better to hear 
that Trevor will be turning out this 
autumn with his new VMC KTM outfit, 
with his wife as chairman.  I hope none 
of this is meant to be a secret. 
 
I went on my minute and waited for Neil 
just along the road. The deal was that he 
would lead the route up to North 
Petherton from memory, and then I 
would take over and read the route from 
my lighted road-book. We overtook Roy 
Warren and his Bantam several times on 
the ride up; he kept getting past us 
again, which probably proves that 
engine size isn’t everything.  There was 
a brief stop at the Devon route-check 

near Holsworthy and a quick word with 
Roger Pole, who always seems happy to 
see us. Approaching Bickleigh we 
caught up with two riders whose only 
lighting appeared to be one headlight 
between them. I can sort of remember 
their numbers but solidarity calls for me 
not to reveal them. I’ve no idea what 
was going on and will have to wait for 
the results to see how they fared at 
scrutineering. I was certainly holding my 
breath for them at darkened road 
junctions and roundabouts. 
 
And so we reached North Petherton 
shortly after dark and got scrutineered. 
Now I understand why we are told to 
have the bore and stroke marked on the 
crankcases – all to do with noise levels. 
Apart from that, we got through OK, 
parked up and made haste to the café, 
where we took our coffees outside and 
sat on a low wall in the warm night.  
 
There we exchanged notes and opinions 
with other competitors for an hour or so 
until our due time approached and at 
10:50 we left North Petherton, with me 
leading. I know where Felon’s Oak is, 
I’ve been there lots (not practising, guv, 
honest) so found it OK, but I was 
surprised at how hard I had to read the 
route card to make sure I got there the 
right way.  All the way along the A39 
(which I never ride, and therefore was 
caught out by every bend on it) I would 
see RUPPs, and small roads which I 
know lead to RUPPs, and the best 
RUPP of all, the one all along the 
Quantocks ridge and it did flash through 
my mind – how much more fun would it 
be if the MCC was able to route us along 
the Quantocks ridge? I’ve ridden the 
ridge track in the dark. You bother no 
one and it’s a brilliant ride. Where was I? 
Ah, yes, on the way to Felon’s Oak. 
 
At the foot of Felon’s Oak several bikes 
were gathered, some tyre pressure 
adjustment going on I daresay. I went 
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straight to the start line running the 
same atmospheric tyre pressure that I’d 
ridden on all the way. “What do they 
know that I don’t?” I asked the marshal. 
Nothing, as it turned out and Felon’s 
Oak was nice and dry but extraordinarily 
rough, and might have gone smoother if 
I’d pulled second gear and carried more 
speed through it. 
 
Both of us were clean and went on our 
way to Stoney Street, following a couple 
of guys as far as the other side of 
Minehead, where they turned off at a 
point vaguely resembling the route card 
description. I just want you to know, you 
two, that it’s very inconsiderate to do 
that. I knew that wasn’t the correct 
turning, and kept going but… 
hesitantly…  It doesn’t matter how right 
you think you know you are; when the 
bloke in front of you turns off, you have 
doubts. 
 
We got to Stoney Street via the nice little 
rough track from the right. We both 
cleaned this section, but it made my 
flabby little arms work quite hard. Last 
year I remember being shocked by how 
long and how rough Stoney Street was, 
but this year I was emotionally prepared 
and it wasn’t a problem. I was also 
geared up to spotting the boards which 
say “section continues” and so knew that 
if I hadn’t seen the “section ends” 
boards, it was still in my future and I 
wasn’t to relax! 
 
Away from the top of Webber’s Post and 
over the moor for the ride to Culbone 
County Gate, where I had another little 
moment of doubt about the route. We 
were early again, probably just within the 
¾ rule, which idea we kicked around 
before we handed in our control cards.  
In fact, Reuben Alcock and Keith 
Johnston, both on Triumphs, and waiting 
to leave again, were decidedly scathing 
of our concern regarding the timing. 
They left before us, Reuben declaiming 

that we were going west in search of 
gold… Another black coffee later, hands 
starting the caffeine buzz, now, we too 
were on our way to Beggars. 
 
The lights of Wales (Port Talbot, 
somebody told me) winked at us through 
the night as we descended Countisbury 
Hill, then up to Barbrook and into 
Beggars Roost.  It was very rough, and 
very loose, and I bloody nearly failed it 
shortly after the start line. It was only 
luck that the rear tyre hooked up in time 
and pushed the bike forwards; up until 
then it was just pushing the hill 
backwards...   
 
Neil made me lead from the top of 
Beggars across to Riverton. He waited 
patiently for me to return to each 
junction that I missed, and once on the 
Simonsbath road I got my bearings a bit 
and we were on our way. No sheep 
sleeping on the road over the moor this 
year, and we made good progress.   
 
I made a mess of Riverton, very silly. I 
don’t know what I was thinking about but 
the marshals helpfully shone their 
torches on the blur that was my 
frantically paddling foot just in case I 
hadn’t spotted that it was no longer on 
the footpeg…Thanks, guys… Neil and 
his TR1 were fine here, and we found 
our way to Torrington (I’m still route-
finding, mind) and the holding check.  
John and June Blakeley were welcoming 
as ever, but even they couldn’t magic 
up, say a burger van, let alone lighting in 
the loos… It was a long wait. 
 
Eventually we were unleashed to 
Sutcombe – Neil knew the way (I think 
he knew his way to all of them, but I 
need practice at route-finding) and lead 
this one. The sky was lightening a little 
as we descended to the stream, but the 
ground was still full dark.  Sutcombe was 
good, cleaned, and we claimed our cake 
at the top. From there, via refuelling and 
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a long queue, we rode on to Darracott, 
and watery daylight. We followed an 
early Marlin along the track before 
Darracott itself, and it was quite difficult 
to ride at the steady pace he chose. I 
understand his reluctance to rip out his 
sump or gearbox unnecessarily, but it 
made me work quite hard. This, of 
course, psyched me up for Darracott 
itself. Another couple of cleans here – 
how important it is to carry enough 
speed around the Darracott bends, so 
that you can berm up the banks with 
impunity – and we were rushing through 
Bude (no special test in the car-park this 
year) to the Widemouth Bay holding 
check.   
 
The sun was cracking the horizon as we 
waited on the blasted dunes, a cold wind 
howling in off the Atlantic. Simon Eddy 
was kind enough to lay his TL1000 outfit 
on its side in the dunes for our 
amusement while we waited, and he got 
a round of applause for his trouble. 
Plenty of people were complaining of 
cold during the rather long wait, but I, 
alone, it seems, was warm enough. I 
probably get more fear and excitement 
out of my XR than most people. Neil got 
past me and led the run over to 
Crackington. He left the start line in full 
attack mode and as he went of sight 
over the brow, the back end of the TR1 
started to wag, and sure enough, he 
ventured up the banks at some speed 
and whilst wrestling it back onto the 
track, had a small dab… I settled for 
plodding up in first gear, second would 
have been better, even through the wet 
mud and stuff at the top. My grass-track-
riding Uncle John had said he would try 
to get to Crackington to spectate 
(Crackington being close to where, in 
circa 1650, the original family was 
washed up on the shore from foreign 
climes) and half way up I heard his 
voice, but was concentrating too fiercely 
to acknowledge him… 
 

Treworld I have failed gloriously in a 
past End to End on my XL500.  Well, 
those were the old days, and the XR is a 
better bike all round.  I had some trouble 
starting it at the bottom: the bike was 
pointing sharp downhill, and to get a 
good swing on the kickstart I have to 
hop momentarily off my other foot (being 
a shortarse) and I couldn’t balance 
enough to do this and stay upright. Neil 
kindly left his TR1, also pointing 
downhill, on the sidestand (imagine if 
we’d had to stop and pick that one up!) 
and put his foot in front of the XR so that 
I could jump on the kickstart like I meant 
it. This achieved it started immediately. I 
like Treworld much better on an XR than 
on an XL500. The XR just crashed 
through the very rough stones near the 
top and kept going, in a way that the XL 
never could have. From the top I could 
hear the TR1 roaring all the way up to 
another clean. 
 
From here we were of one accord – 
Breakfast. About a half hour down at the 
Wilsey Down Hotel, we sat on the 
ground outside in the sunshine and ate 
our healthy chip breakfast. We got some 
more grief from Reuben, whose search 
for gold in the West was looking a bit 
wobbly, and had a good session of chain 
oiling (quite a lot of it missed the chain, 
but some must have gone on because 
mine stopped squealing so loudly). I also 
bumped into Mike Holden, who was 
doing class 0 with this 350 BSA, and he 
proudly announced that he had a new 
accessory; a quickly detachable gear 
lever.  He had it sorted, though; it was 
tied to the frame-rails with a piece of 
bailer-twine, and when he heard it going 
“chink-chink” along the road, he knew it 
had fallen off again. I wish I had thought 
of this solution when I had my QD gear 
lever last year, instead of wasting all that 
time trying to pack the splines with beer-
can. 
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A little before our time out, I went and 
gave Tony Webb the best smile I could 
muster at that hour of the morning, and 
he let us have our control cards and go. 
There was a short delay at Warleggan – 
some poor soul’s chain had snapped and 
wrapped itself around the sprocket, so we 
had to wait until he was manhandled 
clear before we could move up for our go. 
After Warleggan we paid our congestion 
charge to the Highwaymen in Mount 
village before riding on to Cardinham 
Woods and the Hurstock S/T. I wobbled 
around the cone feet up and that was 
that, and followed the track on to Hoskin. 
I liked Hoskin last year, and I still liked it 
this year. Second gear & keep it nailed… 
 

It was a long ride to Bishops Wood, 
which gave me plenty of time to wonder 
how I was ever going to clean it. Last 
year I only got up the bank because I 
hadn’t known it was there and I footed 
right afterwards. My special test was 
pathetic, and I went and joined the queue 
for the section. In the event it was lovely 
again; the bike flew up the ramp and 
sailed through the air, landed straight and 
with my little feet dug firmly into the pegs 
we got well past the “section ends” board 
without any trouble.  The TR1 flew again, 
too.   
 

It was an even longer ride to the 
Perranporth holding check, lots of dual 
carriageway and an awful lot of traffic 
snarl-ups. We were the only two at the 
holding check, confirmation that we 
weren’t early, and we were allowed on 
almost immediately. I’ve never cleaned 
the last turn on Blue Hills 1, and I didn’t 
this year either. Waiting at the bottom of 
Blue Hills 2, the start marshal warned me 
that it was very loose on the top corner, 
and being crap in loose stuff (okay, and 
on dry stuff, and on mud, I know) I had a 
nasty feeling that Blue Hills wouldn’t be 
Mine… Sure enough, I started to lose 
grip in the sandy stuff part way up, and 
on the top turn it washed out altogether 
and the bike pitched me into the bank 

before lying down in the sand-pit.  Three 
marshals had obviously anticipated that I 
was going to be trouble because they 
landed almost before I did and started 
picking the bike up for me. They asked 
me a couple of times if I was OK, but the 
impact with the bank had winded me and 
all I could do was nod and wheeze a bit. 
My stainless steel thermos fared even 
worse, and I am very glad that I decided 
NOT to tuck the digital camera into my 
bum-bag; otherwise, I would be on Ebay 
now, looking for another one. I was very 
cross to have thrown everything away on 
Blue Hills, a feeling which I know many 
MCC people are familiar with, but “D’oh!” 
Better news for the TR1, though; Neil and 
It cleaned both Blue Hills and are on for 
another silver. 
 

St Agnes was gridlocked thanks to some 
indecisive driving by a perfectly normal 
person. Four bikes and John Young’s 
outfit got through a gap, which didn’t 
really look big enough even for a solo, 
and we all got a move on to the finish. It 
was quite an education to follow the 
Youngs along the twisty coast road to 
Newquay, and it becomes clear why they 
are such a force.  Our mate Fishy was at 
the finish with the trailer to take us home. 
He’d been in Newquay all morning, he 
said, cruising for tottie.  I’ve no idea what 
he meant by that.  We loaded up, I have 
some vague recollection of taking my 
boots off before I got into the car and 
then suddenly we were in Exeter. 
 

Sunday morning; Mike was taking a TRF 
run out trail-riding, and I wanted to go but 
knew that I’d be far too weary to be 
anything other than a liability. Instead I 
rode out on my BMW R80 GS with my 
camera and arranged to meet them in a 
couple of RUPPs for photographs.  And I 
was right; I was so drained by the effort 
of riding the 800 BMW along the flat, dry, 
easy RUPPs that I knew I’d made the 
correct decision for once.  And I’m not 
tempted to ride the GS in class 0 one 
year, not at all.  Hardly… 
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MARKET PLACE 
FOR SALE 
 
1951 Dellow MKII. Fully prepared and 
currently frequently used in classic 
trials. 
 
Spec as follows: Engine 100E 1172 cc, 
Willment O/H inlet valve conversion. 
Shorrock supercharger, excellent 
torque and power characteristics - 
recent rebuild. Escort 180mm racing 
clutch, 105E gearbox (synchro). 
English axle, 4.7/1, Fack 4-star diff. 
Fitted. 15" Ballamy Wheels.  Also 
available 16", 17" and 18" wheels/tyres. 

 
Many spares available. Very suitable 
for 6ft driver & passenger. 
 
Restored and maintained by by current 
owner for last 10 years. 
 
Digital pictures by e-mail can be 
arranged.  
 
Asking £8,750 ono 
 
Phil Potter: telephone 01329 310987 

Silkolene 
 

Chatsworth SAE30/40 5 litres …....   £13.60 
Rhino SAE140 5 litres …………..…  £15.50 
 

Millers 
 

Pistoneeze 30&40 5 litres ……..….  £13.30 
Transverse ‘M’ Classic 5 litres …...  £16.90 
CFS full synthetic 5w40 5 litres …..  £34.00 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml Box 10 special price               £30.00 
 
 

All prices include V AT 
 

£7.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

 
Penrite 

 

Steering box lubricant 500ml ……… £4.99 
Shock absorber oil Nos 1&2 500ml ..£3.70 
 

Castrol 
 

XL30 SAE30 4.54 litres ……….….    £16.99 
XL40 SAE40 4.54 litres ………….     £16.99 
R40 SAE40 5 litres …………….        £25.05 
Castrol Valvemaster plus 250ml ….. £9.99 
ALSO tyres, competition preparation – all 
classes catered for 
 

Reliability brings success 

VINTAGE & SPORT CAR SERVICES  
CLASSIC LUBRICANTS 

Tim Whellock — Tel/Fax 01460 66434 
mail@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 
www.vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

 
 

Many more items available! 
Just contact us for stock list 
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My Lands End Trial 2003  
by Emma Flay 

 

F ollowing our successful 
teamwork on the Exeter trial 
Kelly Thomas and her bear, 
‘Peachy’, once again agreed to 

join me on this year’s Lands End trial. 
With a number of weeks of dry weather, 
leading up to the event, competitors at 
the Michael Wood services start 
expressed that conditions might fair well, 
we would see. On our arrival we met up 
with Greg Warren and his sister Karen 
and my brother Jason and his 
passenger Phil, who we had agreed to 
run with. Having placed Peachy firmly on 
the back parcel shelf we were signalled 
at 5, 3 and 1 minute intervals to join the 
row of cars at the start line.   
 
The night run was warm and clear and 
passed with just one small problem, an 
electrical short with the fuse relating to 
my headlights. On route it was lovely to 
see a couple, somewhere around the 
Dursley area, waving the cars past, one 
clutching a programme the other a route 
card. 
 
The first section of the day, Felons 
Oak ,was a short climb in a lane with a 
well-positioned restart. A number of 
competitors commented on how difficult 
it would have been in the wet, and 
neither my brother nor I risked failing the 
restart and lowered our tyres in case it 
proved difficult. At the second section 
Stoney Street I would like to give my 
apologies to the marshals, as on the 
start line we once again had a problem 
with the fuse and had to climb the hill 
using main beam. 
 
We arrived at the halt at County Gate 
about 20 minutes early, which gave us 
time for a quick nap, which allowed me 
to stay wide awake for the rest of the 
event. We were soon off negotiating the 

sheep on the roads to Beggars Roost. 
The section had no queue and we found 
it a little rougher than expected due to 
the dry conditions. The restart was 
located towards the top of the hill in the 
narrower area similar to previous years, 
and having pulled high in the box, we 
restarted with no problem.   
 
Following a fifty minute drive the next 
section was Riverton. It was a little 
rutted, as expected, and we kept our 
tyres relatively high to ensure we 
climbed over the raised area in the 
middle of the track. It was during our 
journey to the Torrington hold control 
that I was concerned by the standard of 
driving by one competitor. He tried to 
overtake both Greg and I on right hand 
bends at considerable speed. I 
wondered if he considered what the 
consequences of his actions could have 
been when, following his overtaking 
manoeuvres, he came to a halt and 
squeezed passed an artic lorry ¼ of a 
mile down the road. 
 
At the Torrington hold control we were 
greeted by the smiling faces of John and 
June Blakeley and with a small hold we 
took the lead from Greg. Morning broke 
as we climbed successfully out of 
Sutcombe and made our way to the 
Darracott holding control. After a short 
delay, with an Escort having to be towed 
to the top, we stopped accurately on the 
restart, pulled away and climbed 
successfully out the top. 
 
The following section, Crackington, I 
found more difficult than expected. 
Whilst trying to maintain speed I was 
also easing off for the stony ruts. It must 
have looked quite a sight with me 
accelerating, then easing off and then 
accelerating it again. This section was to 
erase the dream of gold for my brother 
who stopped at the restart against a 
step. 
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Halworthy control provided Kelly and I 
with a wonderful breakfast, which was 
just what we needed to keep our 
strength up. It was a pity to see no diff 
test here, as I strongly believe that to 
maintain standards every event should 
run a diff test. I had not attempted the 
next section, Warleggan, in an Escort for 
a number of years, having completed 
last year’s event in Paul’s Troll. I can 
see how this section could cause some 
real problems if wet. 
  
Onto Hurstock special test where, for the 
first time ever in just over 10 years of 
competing, I decided to drive slowly and 
drive to complete the test without risking 
an error. Upon completion the marshal 
said with great enthusiasm how well I 
had done. Never again will I go slowly, 
and this was proved on Bishops Path, 
special test 2.   
 

Hoskin came next and it was the hill, 
which had been my main concern since 
obtaining gold on the Exeter. Greg, 
Kelly’s dad, was chief marshal and upon 
his instruction ‘Just go for it you’ll be 
alright’ I could not tell how difficult it was 
going to be. When attempting the hill I 
soon realised how dry the section was, 
but didn’t ease off too much through fear 
that something might go wrong. 
 

The approach to Bluehills 1 and 2 was 
as daunting as ever, with the sight of a 
huge numbers of spectators. We 
climbed Bluehills 1 with just a slight spin 
of the inside wheel and made our way 
up to the start of Bluehills 2. On the start 
line I decided to raise the pressure in my 
tyres and so checked this was OK with 
the marshal, Chris Vivian. Having the 
feeling that you’re being watched by so 
many people is a bit nerve racking and 
by the time I had raised the pressures I 
was shaking. I had explained to Kelly 
that previously I had sometimes 
struggled to see the corner of the left 
hand bend, so we agreed that she would 
shout if and when she thought it clear to 

straighten up and accelerate for the final 
climb. We bounced our way to the bend 
and I turned, and at the last moment, 
just as I accelerated Kelly shouted and 
then knowing we were OK I was 
confident that we would climb out. 
 

We quickly jumped out to blow up the 
tyres and speak to Tristan, Kelly’s 
boyfriend, Lee Burrows and a few 
others. When getting back in the car 
Kelly and I looked at one another and I 
said ‘Well looks as if we are going to do 
the Edinburgh’  ‘Yep’ she replied. It was 
then back to the finish hotel where we 
signed off with both Greg and I claiming 
a gold award and my brother claiming a 
finisher’s certificate. It was great to 
speak to Jacki Napier, who had 
completed her first ever event in class 0 
and climbed all the hills in a Mini.  
 

Many thanks to all the organisers and 
marshals, who with their effort made the 
day run smoothly. Edinburgh trial here 
we come! 

Stuart Bailey, MG Midge, on 
Crackington          (Photo Chris Phillips) 
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81st  LANDS END TRIAL 
by Arthur Vowden 

 

W ith a long dry spell leading 
up to the Easter weekend 
there was little prospect of 
anything other than a very 

dry set of hills for the 81st Trial.  
 

With our route starting from Anthea’s 
Café Plusha Cornwall, we decided to 
drive down to Newquay, book in at the 
finish venue the Bay Hotel, relax, have 
an ice cream (not possible none 
available!), watch the surfers on Fistral 
Beach, partake of the evening meal and 
leave Jen to socialize. She had forsaken 
the passenger seat of the Marlin to help 
at signing off, and also as 
accommodation officer she was going to 
be at the hotel to make sure there were 
no problems with the booking 
arrangements. We set off for the Plusha 
start in time to arrive 1 hour before our 
departure time. It was my passenger 
Ian’s first trial, so there was a lot of 
eagerness and excitement on his part 
for what lay ahead of us. 
 

We were fourth car away from the 
Plusha start with the Pop Asylum Team 
in front of us and the Escorts of Dick 
Bolt /Steve Johns and Stuart Martin/Fred 
Beckley behind. It was a bright 
moonlight night as we wended our way 
to the route check just outside of 
Holsworthy, which was manned by 
Roger Pole.  
 

The North Petherton Control was hive of 
activity when we arrived.  Scrutineering 
was carried out very efficiently in the 
marquee, where all our lights were 
checked for the second time! We left at 
our scheduled time and maintained our 
running order with the Pop Asylum 
Team, which this year saw Tommy 
Kalber favouring the Dutton in place of 
his “Pop”, but Clive and Harvey were 
staying faithful to their class 7 “Pops” 

The night run was quite enjoyable being 
very clear with the stars shining brightly 
and a moon glowing red in the sky.  
 

Felons Oak and Stoney Street were dry 
and hard with Stoney Street rocky and 
rough, neither presented any problems. 
It was a pleasant drive through the 
valley past Cloutsham and up on to 
Exmoor and back down to the A39 with 
the lights of Barry and Porthcawl 
shinning across the Bristol Channel. A 
compulsory twenty-minute stop had to 
be taken at the Culbone Inn, County 
Gate Control, where a welcome cup of 
coffee was drunk. After leaving the 
control the Somerset/Devon border was 
crossed at the county gate and 
Countesbury Hill descended to 
Lynmouth then up the steep hill to take 
on petrol at Barbrook, adjust tyre 
pressures and proceed to the start line 
of Beggars Roost. It was then up the dry 
stony section to the restart and off again 
to section ends with no problems and 
asking ourselves why we had bothered 
to let the tyres down.  
 

The scenic drive took us over Brendon 
Common and down to Simonsbath, then 
up over the southern edge of Exmoor to 
pass from Somerset into Devon once 
again, at Kingsford Gate.  It was very 
pleasant but the sky had clouded over 
and it did not clear until dawn broke after 
Riverton and on arrival at the Torrington 
Hold Control, which was marshaled by 
the familiar faces of John and June 
Blakeley. 
 

Sutcombe Hill saw the first signs of any 
water on a section, when we had to 
drive across the stream at the start. The 
restart was high up in the usual place it 
but presented no problems. We were 
running on time at this stage and were 
able to give Ken and Mary Hobbs that 
information when they arrived. They had 
left the Bay Hotel at Newquay early in 
the morning to check on how the trial 
was progressing. A bacon sandwich and 
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coffee from the Sutcombe parish stall 
was appreciated and we were glad that 
we didn’t have to sort out any axle 
problems, as Verdun Webley and Mike 
Pearson (Marlin) were doing.  The crew 
of the Ford Estate special also seemed 
to be having transmission problems. The 
hard dry going was taking its toll. 
 

Darracott saw Ed Oke in his customary 
spot at the start line photographing 
every competitor, which he has done 
from time immemorial. Despite the dry 
track and road pressures the hill gave 
the buzz of a fine classic section that is 
expected of MCC events. For some 
competitors the hill was possibly spoilt, 
as from the results it is seen that their 
chance of a major award was lost due to 
being marked down as rolling back on 
the restart. 
 

It was quite windy with a bite to the air at 
the Widemouth Bay route and holding 
check. The stop enabled you to stretch 
your legs and savour the spectacular 
coastal scenery. The holding check 
immediately before Crackington was 
desolate of any life, so it was straight 
down to the start of the section. The hill 
showed signs of having been doctored 
in its upper reaches, but it gave us no 
problem. Treworld with its very steep 
approach by the farm cottage to the 
downhill start needed to be driven with 
caution. It was then through the stream 
and up the hill to the restart, where care 
was taken to get a good position, no 
problem in pulling away was 
experienced, so it was on to the delights 
of the cattle market car park at Wilsey 
Down and the one hour rest halt. Being 
now in Cornwall it seemed appropriate 
to partake of a Cornish pasty to help 
keep the fatigue away, but I don’t think it 
helped! 
 

Warleggan on road pressures was no 
problem and we willingly paid the 
congestion charge at Mount, as there 
was a distinct absence of holiday traffic. 

We had no luck in finding an Easter egg 
in the village Easter egg hunt. I guess 
the village children had found them all 
before we arrived! 
 

With no special test in the car park at 
Bude this year the first was Hurstock. 
This was held in Cardinham Woods and 
did not need the memory effort of the 
Bude test, although our time was not 
that brilliant. Proceeding on from the test 
took us past the top of one of the most 
notorious and dreaded hills of the Lands 
End – Hoskins. A clue was evident with 
regard to its severity this year by the 
presence at the exit from the section of 
quite a number of competitors who most 
likely had not seen the top of the section 
before. On reaching the start of the 
section, which is just off the main track 
through the wood, there was no hold up 
another sign that perhaps the hill had 
lost its bite. With our turn to go we were 
away and on to experiencing a complete 
anti-climax compared to previous years. 
The conditions were so dry that we 
could have been driving up a main road. 
Oh how the ‘rain gods’ had failed in their 
job this year! Or was it that the Cornish 
pixies found a new hill to play their tricks 
on – we were soon to find out? 
 

The route from Cardinham Wood took 
us through Bodmin and out on the 
Wadebridge road, where it turned off 
down a steep hill over the Camel Trail 
and the Camel river into Bishop’s Wood, 
where the fun for classes 6, 7 and 8 was 
taking place. 
 

Tiredness and complacency had taken 
hold by then (that’s my excuse!). The 
special test was first, the layout being 
the same as last year. Trouble finding 
reverse gear gave a poor time, but 
worse to come was just around the 
corner. Thinking the section would be 
exactly as last year, tyre pressures were 
not let down to the minimum allowed 
and it was only at the start line ,when the 
marshal stated that nobody was getting 
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off the restart did the penny drop - the 
pixies had abandoned Hoskins and had 
moved to Bishops Wood! Easing gently 
over the hump to cross the wide forest 
track we could see that the restart gave 
us no option but to stop on the steepest 
part of the ramp. Magically the rain gods, 
most likely taking the form of a water 
bowser, had also visited this particular bit 
of ground in Cornwall. Our attempt ended 
in dismal failure along with all the class 6 
entry and all but 2 out of class 7 and all 
but 4 from class 8, a total of 85 failures in 
all. Six heroes proved it was possible, we 
were privileged to witnessed Eric Wall in 
his class 8 Dellow, who by sheer driving 
skill made it look easy! 
 

Of the classes which did not have to do 
the restart, Brian Osborn must take the 
prize for leaping the highest in the air. At 
the top of the ramp all four wheels were 
at least a couple of feet off the ground 
much to the detriment of the diff on 
landing. Dave Ellison in the A35 attacked 
the left hand bank after the ramp with 
much gusto, along with quite a few 
others. This kept the marshal Bill Rosten 
very active diving for cover in the bushes. 
 

Tim and Ann Wellock in the Fugitive may 
have had an advantage, due to the long 
wheelbase, enabling them to park on a 
surface, which was less steep and less 
polished. Fine climbs were made by 
Roger Bricknell in the Vincent and 
Tommy Kalber in the Dutton, who found 
grip where no other class 7 competitors 
had. 
 

The fun was not over yet, as we were 
soon to see after the route check at the 
old WW11 airfield at Perranporth, which 
is perched high on the cliff tops above the 
town. Little sign of the Spitfires that flew 
from here during WW2, the only flying 
activity now being carried out by the 
Cornish Gliding  & Flying Club. Richard 
and Barbara Uren manned the control 
cheerfully. Ian was suitable impressed by 
his first view of Blue Hills from the 

approach road on the opposite side of the 
valley. The sight was terrific with 
competitors disappearing in clouds of 
dust at the top of Blue hills 2, especially if 
the restart had to be undertaken. 
 

BlueHills 1 presented little problem, but 
we did not clear the cobbled ramp without 
a little wheelspin from the o/s wheel as 
we negotiated the sharp right-hander. 
Waiting for our turn on Bluehills 2 it could 
be seen that the restart area was badly 
cut up – deep craters and large humps. 
The plan was to park in the restart area 
with the front and rear wheels on the 
humps and not in the craters. This we 
seemed to manage, but soon after the 
restart was cleared, the front end came 
right up in the air and the throttle had to 
be backed right off to try to get some 
control before the sharp left hand bend 
was taken. Driving in a cloud of dust 
made things fairly difficult, so it was with 
extreme caution that the bend was 
negotiated before powering up the right 
hand sweep to complete the last 
competitive section of the event. Tim 
Whellock’s long wheelbase played 
against him here as he had problems 
getting around the lefthander which then 
lead to an argument with the nearside 
bank before exiting right at the top of the 
section.  He was not alone as quite a few 
competitors left the section with modified 
bodywork. Eric Wall again made a very 
controlled climb here and seemed to be 
the only competitor who drove the section 
without creating a cloud of dust. 
 

I think the 81st Lands End will go down as 
a memorable one for the dry dusty 
conditions, the clear night run and by the 
fact that most gold medals (46% on a 
percentage basis) won in any class, were 
won by the drivers of class 2 cars - all 
credit to them. Ian enjoyed the event so 
much that he has already signed up for 
the Edinburgh!  
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Midnight Oil 
by Tony Branson 

 

I n these days of change the fact that 
some things are constant is a great 
comfort. So it was comforting that 24 
hours before the start of the Land’s 

End that the Marlin’s engine was 6 feet 
away from the car on the floor of 
Jonathan Toulmin’s garage near 
Stratford-on-Avon The problem first 
became apparent at the start of the 
Northern Trial. There was a pool of oil 
appearing under the car as we queued 
for scrutineering but, as the rear exhaust 
mounting had disintegrated, I didn’t pay 
too much attention to it. I topped up the 
oil and it didn’t seem too bad at the 
finish. 
 

We were away the next week, as I was 
lecturing in Sri Lanka. The next week 
was hectic catching up with work. There 
was clearly a significant leak, probably 
from the crankshaft rear oil seal. I tried a 
can of Wynn’s oil leak cure, which once 
worked wonders on my DAF. Not this 
time. The weekend before the trial we 
were competing in a Fellside production 
car autotest and the round trip of 100 
miles used about 6 litres of oil. A quick 
calculation suggested that short of fitting 
a tow ball for a small oil tank trailer the 
Land’s End was not on. 
 

Derek and Jonathan suggested, nay 
commanded, that I should forget my 
defeatist ideas of not competing and 
offered to get the bits necessary to 
replace the offending oil seal. 
 
Work and traffic conspired to prevent us 
getting to Stratford-on-Avon before 7pm 
on Maunday Thursday. But by 7.45 we 
had heard the whining of the DAF belts 
and by 9 pm the engine was on 
Jonathan’s garage floor. This was 
convenient as it coincided with the 
arrival of Pat’s fantastic meal on their 
dining table. After a good meal most 

people retire to the withdrawing room for 
coffee and cigars, but not us. Back to 
the garage, fortunately without cigars, as 
during the engine removal we had heard 
the sounds of running fluid. We thought 
it was coolant running out of the engine, 
but realised, in due course, it was the 
contents of my fuel tank siphoning into 
the pit. 
 

Before long we had the clutch and 
flywheel removed. The crankshaft oil 
seal had the flexibility of china, but also 
was a completely different size from the 
spare that Jonathan had. So we had to 
fit a somewhat pre-owned one from an 
engine Jonathan had handy.  
 

Soon the flywheel was replaced and a 
new clutch plate installed. The engine 
seemed to have grown during its sojourn 
outside the car but we eventually 
managed to cram it back in. By this time 
it was well past midnight and one by one 
we gave up and went to bed. Jonathan 
was the last to go (at 3am! – ed), which 
was perhaps unwise, as he was down in 
the pit in all the petrol fumes, however 
he did get the starter installed and 
finished bolting the engine to the 
gearbox. 
 
I was up bright and early, or at least 
early, and had the manifolds and 
carburettors installed before breakfast. 
 
The car was ready to start in time for 
morning coffee. After a brief hiccough 
due to the starter solenoid lead being on 
the wrong tab (petrol fumes perhaps?) 
start it did. We then discovered the 
inadvisability of lifting the engine by the 
water pump pulley as water stared 
pouring out around the shaft. 
 
The problem we now faced was finding 
a motor factor that was  

1. Open on Good Friday and 
2. Able to supply a B series 

water pumps. 
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Marlin repair photos 
by Pat Toulmin 

 

Above: Not sure what Fred 
is doing with that bar? 
 

Right: Derek supervises(?) 
while Tony gets stuck in 

Friday morning 
and the Marlin  
is running again 

 
 
Jonathan 
set for a 
long night! 
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To my surprise this was achieved very 
rapidly. We had it fitted and the engine 
running again before lunch and so I 
managed to have a few hours sleep 
before we were due to leave. 
 
As to the trial, it was strange this year as 
the start had been moved forward to 
avoid late finishes and this seemed to 
work well. The dry conditions made dust 
more of a problem than mud.  
 
I checked the oil regularly and was 
pleased to see that we didn’t seem to be 
losing any. 
 
Hoskin, which is normally a real stopper, 
was relatively easy this year. It’s been a 
while since I’ve seen the top. However 
we had to stop due a terrible noise 
coming from the engine. This turned out 
to be the impeller on the front of the 
alternator which had been struck by a 
stone, I’m not sure how, and was fouling 
the alternator body. Five minutes work 
with a screwdriver bending the fins back 
cured the noise, but the alternator wasn’t 
working. This proved to be due to the 
field coil lead being displaced and it was 
soon fixed, much to our relief.  
 
We were clean until the Bishop’s Path 
restart. This was hard last year and we 
didn’t get off it. This year, perhaps 
because of the dry conditions the box 
was made about 6 inches long and only 
2 competitors in class 7 managed to 
defeat it; we were not among them. This 
was a bit of a pity, on a one-day event 
such a restart would be a triumph but 
not in my view on an MCC event. 
 
Blue Hills has become a bit of a bad 
news hill for me. Two events ago I 
rearranged the front suspension on Blue 
Hills 1 and last year I was too cautious 
and failed it. This year we did it perfectly 
to my great delight. Blue Hills 2 was a 
different matter. We had witnessed 
Andrew Brown’s exemplary launch from 

the restart and I was hopeful that we 
might replicate it. But it was not to be. 
Maybe it was because we were, unlike 
him, handicapped by a working 
handbrake or maybe because I couldn’t 
find a spot where at least one wheel 
wasn’t in hole up to the hub, but all our 
effort produced was lot of smoke. 
 
We were soon back in Newquay to finish 
and were delighted to claim bronze, 
since a few days earlier we had felt our 
involvement in the event would be as 
spectators. I was also delighted to find 
that no oil had leaked from the engine. 
 
Postscript 
 
To quote Ian Dury ‘The hope that 
springs eternal, springs right up your 
behind’ The return to Stratford and the 
trailer, blasting up the M5 did for the oil 
seal and we arrived leaving oil slicks like 
the Torrey Canyon. 
 
Two weeks later the results arrived 
which showed us having rolled back on 
Darracott. I have had restarts where I 
have had doubts as to whether I have 
got away cleanly, this was not one of 
them, but the marshal is the judge of 
fact. 
 
So it’s back to the garage to put a new 
oil seal in. I have all summer to think 
about it and you’ll know where to find me 
the night before the Edinburgh.  
 
(PS-  the weekend following the Lands 
End Tony & Sally got married! See page 
45 - ed) 
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MG Midland Centre Spring 
Trial, 16th March 2003 

by Brian Osborn 
 

W ell it might not have been 
perfect trialling weather, but 
it was perfect for a nice day 
out in the countryside of 

North Gloucestershire. In spite of it 
being dry underfoot (or underwheel), we 
still managed to get a few points off all 
the competitors and we only had to 
resort to the special test times to sort out 
one class award. All in all, it seems you 
enjoyed yourselves, which is what it’s all 
about, so whether you are a competitor 
or a marshal, thanks for your support. 
 
The major awards in our two annual 
trials are for MGCC members in MGs. 
However, because so few MGs are let 
out to play these days, we now welcome 
and rely on entries from our invited clubs 
that we have decided to include an 
award for best overall performance (on 
raw scores), should it not be an MG - 
similar to the procedure for the Autumn 
Trial in 2001.This will now be a standard 
feature. 
 
It is therefore, a little 
embarrassing, that 
our chairman (Martin 
Price) using the event 
to do an off-road test 
for his magazine 
“Ingear Motorsport” 
on the Liege kit car, 
should find the little 
car so good that he 
ends up as best 
overall with a score of 
15 points lost. He 
claims that the driving 
also had something to 
do with it! His son and 
editor David was a 
dual entry in the same car and he came 
second overall with 19. There is just a 

faint possibility that you can read all 
about it in the next issue! 
 
The Bryant Cup for best MG was won by 
Peter Manning (again) with a score of 24 
in his Midget, his son David was second 
in class in the same car, nice to see 
some young folk doing well. 
 

The Woodgreen Cup for the alternate 
(pre ’55) MG went to Bill Bennett (J2) 
even though he was narrowly beaten in 
his class by that extraordinary Austin 7 
of David Dye. 
 

First in class awards went to Dylan 
Talbot (Panda); David Dye (A7); Paul 
Bartleman (Escort); and by special test, 
Roland Paynes (Marlin). 
  
Second in class awards went to Daniel 
Cuff (AX GT); David Manning (Midget); 
Alex Ramsay (Marlin); and David Price 
(Liege). 
 

The Novice award went to Terry Ball 
(Peugot 205); the Non-Expert to Luke 
Sapsed (AX); and the best Lady was 
Emma Flay (Escort). These are based 
on index of performance. 

Bill and Liz Bennett on the MG Spring 
Trial  (Photo by Brian Osborn) 
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SECTION ENDS  
by Dennis Greenslade 

 

S 
o you read the old articles, do 
you? What do you think of them 
so far? Well, I can’t please you 
all, I suppose. What’s your 

complaint? Do let our esteemed editor 
know your views. Of course I used to 
drive the ruddy trials cars I write about 
and might again at some time in the 
future – historic rally commitments 
permitting - meanwhile 1969 continues 
to beckon. 
 

The 49th Land’s End held at Easter over 
the weekend of the 4th/5th April attracted 
precisely three hundred entrants – 121 
motorcycles and 179 cars. Once again 
an amazing number of teams, with such 
diverse titles as Los Tontos, Les 
Vainqueurs, Bodgers Anonymous, 
Metropolitan Police, Il Migliore, Scrumpy 
Bashers and Start, Stop and Push 
making up the thirty-five entered. Philip 
Mitchell, Richard Uren and I entered our 
three Rootes Group cars as the 
Improbables. 
 

As usual there was a great variety of 
vehicles being ridden or driven by 
names both past and present. The 
“Swinging Sixties” still had a love affair 
with the scooter and five 150cc 
Lambrettas participated amongst an 
entry of virtually all British motorcycles. 
There was Jack Pouncey  (a renowned 
motorcyclist and MCC marshal – hence 
The Pouncey League for solos in the 
ACTC championships) on his 250cc 
Pouncey, Dot and John Weatheritt 
(former MCC committee member and 
long distance motorcyclist, having ridden 
the Big Bend Highway in Canada, the 
Alaska Highway and Land’s End to John 
O’Groats to name some of his 
accomplishments) – 497cc Ariel. 
Amongst the cars were Max King (media 
correspondent) - 1599cc Ford Cortina 
GT, Ernie Moyse – 1340cc Ford Prefect, 

Arthur Ell -1622cc Austin A40 Pickup -
see photograph, and John Haswell using 
his 3600cc Bellamy. Edward Wadsworth 
was campaigning his rare 1300cc 
Denzel (a model recently entered for the 
international Classic Malts Reliability 
Trial) and Michael Ware (former curator 
at The National Motor Museum, 
Beaulieu) driving Vauxhall’s best known 
sporting model, a large 4526cc 30/98 of 
1920 vintage- see photograph. Amongst 
the more usual Fords and Volkswagens 
there were two Austin Mini Coopers, two 
Sunbeam Rapiers, two 1177cc NSU 
TTs, one Ford Zephyr plus John Tucker-
Peake driving the recently announced 
Ford Capri. 
 

The very first section, the then notorious 
Beggar’s Roost was responsible by far 
for most failures – no less than 147, 
virtually half the entry - and that’s 
without the necessity of restarts. 
Notables who succumbed were both 
Jack Pouncey and John Weatheritt on 
their motorcycles. plus Max King, Ernie 
Moyse, Roger Bricknell (1172cc Ford 
Popular), Arthur Ell, Victor Loupart 
(former MCC committee member -
1200cc Ford Anglia Estate), W.M.G 
Marshall with his large MG 18/80, Mike 
Hinde (1192cc Volkswagen), and “Jack” 
Frost (1600cc Porsche engined 
Volkswagen) from the car contingent. 
Reaching the large pebble strewn 
summit from amongst the cars were 
Alan Cundy and Frank Edkins (1285cc 
Volkswagens), John Roberts, Jon 
Buncombe and Brian Sheppard in their 
998cc Hillman Imps, Norman Bricknell 
(1200cc Ford Anglia), John Tucker-
Peake and our three cars forming the 
“Improbables” team. 
 

That year the trial incorporated Orange 
Hill, south west of Great Torrington, 
Sutcombe, Darracott which was split into 
two sections, Cutliffe Lane, Cheristow, 
Crackington, Warleggan and Brynn Mill 
prior to finishing with one section only at 
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Bluehills. They each took their toll, 
although none equated to “Beggars”. 
However there were two special tests 
and it was on the second of these that I 
fouled up an otherwise clean sheet, by 
completing a figure of nine instead of the 
required figure of eight – demotion to a 
silver. My team mates both achieved 
golds with Richard Uren taking the class 
with his 875cc Sunbeam Imp Sport. 
Other class winners were Peter Le 
Couteur (1172cc Dellow), John 
Simmons-Hodge (1172cc Ford Popular) 
and Peter Morgan (3528cc Morgan Plus 
8). 
 

I was the only person from our team to 
make the journey to Derbyshire to 
compete in the 1969 Edinburgh Trial and 
in some respects I was to regret my 
decision. The second section that year 
was Litton Slack, which was in prime 
form being wet and very slippery - 
indeed from the ninety eight car entrants 
only twenty two managed a successful 
climb. I was driving one of only two 
Hillman Imps to have successfully 
reached the summit, but we were joined 
by another Hillman, the 1592cc Husky of 
Cliff Morrell. 
 

Following the first speed test, which was 
at Millstone Edge, the ex-works car felt 
decidedly fragile as we approached 
Bamford Clough. There was nothing 
evident from a cursory glance 
underneath and the drive shafts and 
couplings appeared to be in 
order…..BUT. Undaunted, from the 
bottom of the hill I let out the clutch at 
seriously high revs, with a result that oil 
and bits and pieces of gearbox 
splattered the rough stone surface. My 
Edinburgh Trial was over. For me 1969 
was not proceeding as successfully as it 
had commenced. 
 
Such were the financial constraints at 
that time that a good friend Dennis 
Leaver who had won a  silver competing 

in his Volkswagen Beetle, agreed to tow 
me all the way from Buxton to my home 
in Taunton, as he lived at nearby 
Wellington. The journey initially 
necessitated both passengers pushing 
the Beetle whilst towing the Imp up the 
steep hill on the A54 towards Congleton, 
as there was insufficient power from the 
1285cc engine. The tow rope broke 
twice and it should be noted that 
although fitted with a 1285cc engine 
Dennis’s black Beetle was from an 
earlier vintage with a small rear window 
– these factors were to have 
repercussions as the long journey 
continued. 
 

In those days the M6 and M5 Motorways 
were incomplete and it was necessary to 
drive through Wolverhampton. The ever 
shortening tow rope broke once again 
and we came quietly to a halt alongside 
large doors in a relatively traffic free 
road. As we endeavoured to effect yet 
another repair to the rope the doors 
burst open and we were overwhelmed 
by jeering crowds – we had stopped 
outside Wolverhampton Wanderers 
football ground where the match had just 
finished! Freewheeling behind the 
Beetle, which was getting closer and 
closer owing to the shortening rope, was 
becoming hazardous particularly as at 
times it was necessary for me to provide 
Dennis with route guidance. 
Endeavouring to look through the small 
rear windscreen was difficult enough, 
but as Dennis continually smoked a pipe 
it was more akin to directing a driver 
from the rear through a fog filled crevice. 
Needless to say at a roundabout, when 
entering Bristol, because the Avon 
Bridge had not yet been finished, the 
Beetle set off in one direction and the 
Imp in another – the rope just got 
shorter. However, after an unforgettable 
and very cold journey we reached 
Taunton and I am indebted to Dennis for 
his generous help. It also impressed 
upon me the general reliability and 
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sturdiness of Volkswagen Beetles. 
So, two weeks later I had my first 
experience at driving a Beetle in a car 
trial, albeit not a true classic. It was 
Camel Vale Motor Club’s single venue 
Octo Trial and I was sharing a dark blue 
1192 cc model with colleague Malcolm 
Price, who owned the vehicle. I was 
quite uncompetitive being beaten by 
Malcolm, who picked up a novice award 
– I blame inexperience with the car! The 
Octo attracted eighty-one entrants, 
some double driven, with the overall 
award going to Holsworthy based Ian 
Headon in his IRH Special. It is 
interesting to note that several 
competitors “forgot” to pay for their 
meals at the finish – the cost 35p. 
 
A month later I was back in the Imp 
competing in another Camel Vale trial, 
this time their Presidents held on the 
15th November. Once more it was a 
single venue event, which was again 
won by Ian Headon, the only 
competitor with a clean sheet. It will be 
noted from previous “Section Ends” 
that competitors were able to choose 
to run on either “standard” or “grip” 
tyres at that time, the latter being of 
‘town and country pattern now banned 
under current regulations. Deciding to 
fit the former, one week later I won the 
class on Newquay Motor Club’s 
Newlyn East Trial, which used old 
mine-workings just north of the A30 at 
Carland Cross with Richard Uren 
pushing hard to claim second. Also 
coming second in his class in a 
Hillman Imp, using “grip” tyres, was 
Cornishman David Paull who together 
with the support of Chester Motor Club 
was in due course to have an impact on 
the classic trials scene, eventually 
leading to the spawning of the ACTC 
championship. 
 
The fragility of the hard worked Imp was 
now affecting my pocket and as a 
consequence I began the research for 

an alternative vehicle. At that time I had 
been fascinated by the 1968 London – 
Sydney Marathon – an international long 
distance rally in which I was to compete 
some thirty two years later – and in 
which the Dutch company DAF had 
entered three cars, which went on to win 
the team award.  
 
Following that great achievement Van 
Doornes Automobielfabriek introduced 
their DAF Marathon, a Type 55 fitted 
with a 1100cc Renault engine but 
retaining the ingenious Variomatic 
transmission, being a fully automatic 
system using a centrifugal clutch and V-
belt drive with effectively a limited slip 
differential. At the time the acquisition of 
a new DAF Marathon seemed a sensible 
decision but the next edition of “Section 
Ends” will reveal why some laughed and 
I became exasperated as we moved into 
the next decade………………... 

 

The car in the photo above had 
previously been owned by the well-
known vintage sports car exponent Sam 
Clutton. When purchased by Lord 
Montague, for the Montague Motor 
Museum (which later became the 
National Motor Museum) it was 
complete and in good mechanical order, 

 

Michael Ware – Vauxhall 30/98 
1968 Land’s End Trial – “Old” Bluehills 
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but tatty all round and fitted 
with an incorrectly  braked 
front axle. Michael was 
allowed to compete in MCC 
trials because it was so 
tatty, although it appears in 
good order from this 
photograph. 
 
Back in the late 1960s it 
was still permissible to enter 
commercial vehicles in 
classic car trials. Somerset 
based Arthur Ell used an 
Austin A40 Pickup with the 
original 1200cc engine 
removed and replaced with 
a 1622cc unit from an Austin 
A50. Other preparations for trials 
included a large box bolted to the floor 
over the rear axle in which was carried a 
spare differential, half shaft and other 
spares. 
 

The larger engine enabled most sections 
to be taken in second gear and whilst 
not winning any awards, having failed 
three hills on both occasions, the vehicle 
finished the all Land’s End Trials in 

 

Arthur Ell – Austin A40 Pickup 
1967 Land’s End Trial – Bluehills Mine 

Tony Branson and Sally Bolam tie the knot on 27th April 2003 
(Photo by Pat Toulmin) 
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Championship 
Chat 
 
An interesting start to the season so far. 
There are some new-ish names (to me 
at any rate) up there in the top group of 
the leader boards of the Wheelspin and 
Crackington. A very dry couple of 
months for the Northern, Kyrle and 
Lands End, which were all run in 
sunshine more reminiscent of July or 
August rather than March and April, 
gave the organisers some headaches. 
 
However, good management (and the 
liberal use of a water bowser) allowed 
the clubs to get a result on the hills in 
Cumbria and Ross, rather than having to 
take into account the special test times. 
 
The results from the Lands End are still 
provisional as I write this, so there may 
yet be changes to later tables, as a 
result. 
 
So where are we as we move into the 
summer break, a break more welcomed 
by the cars than the drivers, I suspect? 
 
After six rounds the Wheelspin has two 
class 8 drivers tied for the top spot, Tony 
Young and Dudley Sterry.  I am told that 
its some time since a class 8 entrant led 
this table going in to the summer break.   
Following those two pacemakers are 
David Heale, Roger Bricknell, Harvey 
Waters and David Turner. 
 
Giles Greenslade and Roger Bricknell 
lead the Crackington, separated by the 
smallest of margins with David Heale, 
Tony Young, Dave Turner and Dudley 
Sterry pretty close behind. 
 
 

The ladies have applied their usual 
stranglehold on the leaderboard of the 
Navigators  league, with Francesca 
Plimmer  leading Tina Allaway and Liz 
Bennett.    
 
The Team league might have a fight on 
its hands this year with Nuts, Bolts and 
Washers (Messrs Heale, Turner and 
Bricknell) holding a slender lead over 
TBA (Messrs Greenslade, Young and 
Bennett.) 
 
The solo motorcyclists have had only 
five events so far and things are close at 
the top of the Pouncey league with Ray 
Gerring, John Lees and Mike Moyle 
leading the way. 
 
Geoff Westcott leads the Red Rose 
Bowl from John Young after their first 
five events. 
 

Please have a good look at the various 
championship tables later in this Restart 
and let me know if you think there are 
any errors or omissions. 
 
The best method is by e-mail to 
actc_champsec@hotmail.com or by 
phone on 02392 455541. In particular 
I’m keen to hear from any navigators 
who have not been credited with their 
points on any event, because they were 
down as TBA on the entry lists.  I would 
also repeat my request to those club 
stalwarts who are responsible for the 
results of their trials to send me a copy 
of the signing on sheets so that I have 
an accurate record of who navigated 
with whom. 
 

Have a good summer, I hope the 
weather’s as good as it has been for the 
three most recent trials and I look 
forward to seeing some of you again on 
the Edinburgh and subsequent events.   
 

Chris    
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Crackington League May 2003
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Giles Greenslade 5.0 10.6 10.4 10.1 8.6 5.0 49.7
Roger Bricknell 3.0 10.8 11.0 10.2 9.6 5.0 49.6
David Heale 5.0 9.7 10.0 9.7 8.0 5.0 47.4
Antony Young 5.0 8.0 7.9 10.7 10.0 3.0 44.6
David Turner 5.0 10.7 11.0 6.7 6.0 5.0 44.4
Dudley Sterry 5.0 5.0 8.9 7.7 11.0 5.0 42.6
David Haizelden 5.0 9.6 10.5 9.9 5.0 40.0
Paul Allaway 5.0 9.5 9.2 10.9 5.0 39.6
Bill Bennett 1.0 8.7 10.3 10.2 5.0 35.2
Harvey W aters 3.0 7.0 10.7 11.0 3.0 34.7
Adrian Tucker-Peake 5.0 10.6 10.2 5.0 30.8
Terry Ball 5.0 10.7 10.3 3.0 29.0
Nick Farmer 3.0 8.6 8.5 5.9 1.0 27.0
Paul Bartleman 9.0 10.9 6.7 26.6
Peter Fear 11.0 9.7 5.0 25.7
David Miller 8.7 8.7 4.0 3.0 24.4
Stuart Harrold 5.0 7.0 9.0 3.0 24.0
John Bell 6.0 7.7 9.0 22.7
Andrew Brown 7.8 6.0 5.6 3.0 22.4
Derek Tyler 9.8 10.6 20.4
Mal Allen 5.0 9.0 3.0 17.0
Tony Branson 1.0 5.8 9.2 16.0
Peter Hart 5.0 10.0 1.0 16.0
Mark Tooth 3.0 9.7 3.0 15.7
Ian Moss 5.0 10.6 15.6
Tim Hellings 5.6 6.9 3.0 15.5
John Ludford 8.8 6.6 15.4
Jeff Buchanan 3.0 9.3 3.0 15.3
Dave Sargeant 7.6 7.6 15.2
Emma Flay 5.0 5.0 5.0 15.0
Adrian Marfell 5.0 10.0 15.0
Tim W hellock 5.0 4.9 3.0 1.0 13.9
John Looker 5.0 7.7 1.0 13.7
Peter Davies 3.0 10.3 13.3
Michael Leete 3.0 9.6 12.6
Colin Perryman 9.6 3.0 12.6
Gregor Dixon-Smith 1.0 10.4 1.0 12.4
Michael Collins 8.9 3.0 11.9
Paul Royds 1.0 7.6 3.0 11.6
Colin Biles 8.3 3.0 11.3
Keith Sanders 10.1 1.0 11.1
Jeremy Flann 10.7 10.7
Tommy Kalber 5.0 5.0 10.0
Richard Peck 5.0 5.0 10.0
Dennis Beale 5.7 2.0 2.0 9.7
Ed Nikel 9.4 9.4
Gary Browning 9.3 9.3
Roland Panes 8.6 8.6
Brian Osborn 8.4 8.4
Philip Parker 1.0 4.0 3.0 8.0
Eric Smith 3.0 5.0 8.0
Arthur Vowden 5.0 3.0 8.0
Michael W arnes 8.0 8.0
Mike W orkman 8.0 8.0
Terry Coventry 7.9 7.9
Mike Braddock 7.7 7.7
Michael Chatwin 3.0 4.0 7.0
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J o h n  S a rg e a n t 6 . 7 6 . 7
C o l in G i t t u s 6 . 6 6 . 6
G e ra ld  B u rr id g e 3 . 0 3 . 0 6 . 0
S t u a r t R o a c h 3 . 0 3 . 0 6 . 0
T o n y  R o t h in 3 . 0 3 . 0 6 . 0
J o n a t h a n T o u lm in 6 . 0 6 . 0
D a vid D y e r 5 . 9 5 . 9
N ig e l H i l l in g 5 . 7 5 . 7
D e a n P a rt in g t o n 5 . 7 5 . 7
C h ris t o p h e r V e e ve rs 5 . 6 5 . 6
M a rt in W i l l is 5 . 6 5 . 6
D a vid B a c h e 2 . 0 3 . 0 5 . 0
Ia n C u n d y 5 . 0 5 . 0
P e t e r M a n n in g 5 . 0 5 . 0
N ig e l M o s s 5 . 0 5 . 0
S t e ve T u c k e r 5 . 0 5 . 0
S im o n W o o d a l l 5 . 0 5 . 0
N ic h o la s W o o le t t 5 . 0 5 . 0
A n d re w B u rt 4 . 9 4 . 9
D e re k  R e y n o ld s 4 . 7 4 . 7
R ic h m o n d C o ffin 4 . 0 4 . 0
S im o n R o b s o n 1 . 0 3 . 0 4 . 0
C h ris B a le 3 . 9 3 . 9
S t e p h e n  B a i le y 3 . 0 3 . 0
H a rry B u t c h e r 3 . 0 3 . 0
T e rry M a t t in 3 . 0 3 . 0
P h i l ip M it c h e l l 3 . 0 3 . 0
B ria n P a rt r id g e 3 . 0 3 . 0
P h i l ip P o t t e r 3 . 0 3 . 0
D a vid S y m o n s 3 . 0 3 . 0
N e a l V i le 3 . 0 3 . 0
M ik e  W o rd s w o r t h 3 . 0 3 . 0
Ia n D a vis    2 . 0 2 . 0
D u n c a n W e lc h 1 . 0 1 . 0 2 . 0
O w e n B rig g s 1 . 0 1 . 0
B a rry C la rk e 1 . 0 1 . 0
T im o t h y D e w a r 1 . 0 1 . 0
M ik e P e a rs o n 1 . 0 1 . 0

Re d Rose  Bow l 2003 

E
xe

te
r

E
xm

o
o

r

C
h

ai
rm

an
s

N
o

rt
h

er
n

L
an

d
s 

E
n

d

T
aw

 &
 T

o
rr

id
g

e

E
xe

 V
al

le
y

E
d

in
b

u
rg

h

E
xm

o
o

r 
C

lo
u

d
s

T
am

ar

T
ar

ka

H
ar

d
y

N
ei

l W
es

tc
o

tt

N
o

t 
U

se
d

B
es

t 
9

Geoff W es tc ott 10 6 3 19
John Y oung 5 10 15
A ndrew P etheric k 8 3 11
Chris W illiam s 10 10
John B eaum ont 10 10
Courtney Y andle 3 6 1 10
K enneth B rook s 9 9
S im on Rogers 9 9
John Hind 3 6 9
A lan K eat 8 8
Ray A ldworth 7 7
A ndrew Grintner 7 7
M ik e Cox 6 6
A nthony B rown 6 6
S teven W ood 5 5
Ric hard Rigby -Jones 4 4
Rod Clatworthy 3 3
M ark Roac h 3 3
John Grim s haw 3 3
Roger A s hby 3 3
S im on E ddy 3 3
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W hee lsp in League  May 2003
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A ntony Y oung 5 6 10 3 3 27
Dudley S terry 5 8 4 5 5 27
David Heale 5 3 6 6 5 25
Roger B rick nell 3 4 7 5 5 24
Harvey W aters 3 8 9 3 23
David Turner 5 7 5 1 5 23
A drian Tuc k er-P eak e 5 9 2 5 21
David Haiz elden 5 8 1 5 19
Terry  B all 5 10 3 18
P aul B art lem an 10 7 17
P eter Fear 6 9 15
Ian M oss 5 10 15
G iles G reens lade 5 1 5 11
A drian M arfell 5 5 10
P aul A llaway 5 5 10
E m m a Flay 5 5 10
Tom m y  K alber 5 5 10
Ric hard P eck 5 5 10
M ark  Tooth 3 3 3 9
P eter Hart 5 2 1 8
M al A llen 5 3 8
M ic hael Collins 5 3 8
S tuart Harrold 5 3 8
A rthur V owden 5 3 8
John B ell 7 7
P eter Davies 3 4 7
Nic k Farm er 3 2 1 6
John Look er 5 1 6
Tim W helloc k 5 1 6
Jeff B uchanan 3 3 6
Gerald B urridge 3 3 6
David M iller 3 3 6
Tony  Rothin 3 3 6
B ill B ennett 1 5 6
P eter M anning 5 5
Terry M att in 5 5
Nigel M oss 5 5
S teve Tuc k er 5 5
S im on W oodall 5 5
Nic holas W oolett 5 5
Ian Cundy 5 5
P hilip P ark er 1 3 4
S im on Robs on 1 3 4
P aul Royds 1 3 4
Harry B utc her 3 3
M ic hael Leete 3 3
B rian P artridge 3 3
P hilip P otter 3 3
S tuart Roac h 3 3
E ric S m ith 3 3
David B ache 3 3
Colin B iles 3 3
A ndrew B rown 3 3
Tim Hellings 3 3
P hilip M itchell 3 3
Colin P erry m an 3 3
David S y m ons 3 3
Neal V ile 3 3
M ik e W ords worth 3 3
Gregor Dix on-S m ith 1 1 2
Dunc an W elc h 1 1 2
Tony B ranson 1 1
B arry Clark e 1 1
Jerem y Flann 1 1
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Francesca Plimmer 5.0 10.6 10.4 10.1 8.6 5.0 49.7
Tina Allaway 5.0 7.6 9.5 9.2 8.9 5.0 45.2
Liz Bennett 1.0 8.7 10.3 10.2 5.0 35.2
Aaron Hazelden 9.6 10.9 9.9 30.4
Ken Martin 5.0 10.7 10.3 3.0 29.0
John Heseltine 5.0 11.0 6.7 6.0 28.7
Andrew Jory 7.0 10.7 11.0 28.7
Chris Phillips 5.0 7.0 9.0 3.0 24.0
John Radford 5.0 8.0 7.9 3.0 23.9
Donny Allen 5.0 9.0 3.0 17.0
Rob Gilmour 3.0 9.7 3.0 15.7
Ian Fry 6.0 9.0 15.0
Anne W hellock 5.0 4.9 3.0 1.0 13.9
Martyn Little 3.0 10.3 13.3
Dick Munns 8.3 3.0 11.3
Sally  W illiams 5.7 2.0 2.0 9.7
David Bowlas 9.4 9.4
Samantha Dean 7.7 7.7
Jayne Sargeant 7.6 7.6
Ginette Gittus 6.6 6.6
Sue Ludford 6.6 6.6
Ronald Chiswell 5.9 5.9
Fred Mills 4.7 4.7
Cecil Hawkesworth 4.0 4.0
Matt Robson 1.0 3.0 4.0
Nicola Butcher 3.0 3.0
Paul Brooks 3.0 3.0
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R a y G erring 8 1 0 1 0 28
Jo hn Le e s 10 10 4 3 27
M ik e M o y le 10 1 1 0 21
M a rk H arris 10 1 0 20
M ik e Le e k e 10 1 0 20
B ria n  S us s ex 10 1 0 20
R o g er Tu s h in gh a m 10 1 0 20
C ly d e F ergu s on 6 1 1 0 17
To m B ec k erle g 9 1 6 16
P a tric k B ra m m a n 6 1 0 16
D a ve H ew lw t t 6 1 0 16
Jo n S to bb s 10 6 16
S teve E dw a rd s 6 9 15
D u n c a n  B a in -S m ith 3 1 0 13
R a lp h B ro w n 3 1 0 13
K e ith Jo h ns ton 10 3 13
M ik e R ob in s on 6 1 6 13
Jo hn R us s 3 1 0 13
G rah a m  M a k e p ea c e 6 6 12
G e o rg e S c o w e n 6 6 12
M ik e  W il ls 6 6 12
R ic h a rd H arve y 3 1 1 6 11
Jo hn A ire y 9 1 10
M ic h a e l D us to w 1 0 10
M a rt in F le tc he r 10 10
Tre vor H ug h es 10 10
R o y Je ffre y s 10 10
C h ris L ids ton e 10 10
A rth u r W a lto n 1 0 10
Ian W a tk in s 1 0 10
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Ray Gerring 8 10 10 28
John Lees 10 10 4 3 27
Mike Moyle 10 1 10 21
Mark Harris 10 10 20
Mike Leeke 10 10 20
Brian Sussex 10 10 20
Roger Tushingham 10 10 20
Clyde Ferguson 6 1 10 17
Tom Beckerleg 9 1 6 16
Patrick Bramman 6 10 16
Dave Hewlwtt 6 10 16
Jon Stobbs 10 6 16
Steve Edwards 6 9 15
Duncan Bain-Smith 3 10 13
Ralph Brown 3 10 13
Keith Johnston 10 3 13
Mike Robinson 6 1 6 13
John Russ 3 10 13
Graham Makepeace 6 6 12
George Scowen 6 6 12
Mike W ills 6 6 12
Richard Harvey 3 1 1 6 11
John Airey 9 1 10
Michael Dustow 10 10
Martin Fletcher 10 10
Trevor Hughes 10 10
Roy Jeffreys 10 10
Chris Lidstone 10 10
Arthur W alton 10 10
Ian W atk ins 10 10
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F W D  A l l  S ta rs
D a vid  H a z e ld e n 1 0 . 5 9 . 9 5 2 5 .4 0
P a u l A l la w a y 9 . 5 1 0 . 9 5 2 5 .4 0
M ic h a e l C o l l in s 7 . 5 8 . 9 3 1 9 .4 0

7 0 .2 0

T B A
G ile s  G re n s la d e 5 1 0 . 6 1 0 . 4 1 0 . 1 8 . 6 5 4 9 .7 0
To n y Y o u n g 5 8 . 0 7 . 9 1 0 . 7 1 0 3 4 4 .6 0
B i l l B e n n e t t 1 8 . 7 1 0 . 3 0 1 0 . 2 5 3 5 .2 0

1 2 9 . 5 0

N u ts,  B o l ts a n d  W a sh e rs
D a vid  Tu rn e r 5 1 0 . 7 1 1 6 . 7 6 5 4 4 .4 0
D a vid  H e a le 5 9 . 7 1 0 9 . 7 8 5 4 7 .4 0
R o g e r B ric k n e l l 3 1 0 . 8 1 1 1 0 . 2 9 . 6 5 4 9 .6 0

1 4 1 . 4 0

B u g s 'n ' P u g
A d ria n Tu c k e r-P e a 5 5 .0 0
S im o n W o o d a l l 5 5 .0 0
A d ria n M a rfe l l 5 5 .0 0

1 5 .0 0
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
13th July Testing Trial MCC  
14th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship (C/M) 
21st September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship (C/M) 
4th October Edinburgh MCC Championship (C/M) 
12th October Ebworth Stroud & District ACTC Invite 
19th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship (C/M) 
26th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship (C/M) 
2nd November Tarka North Devon ACTC Invite 
9th November Mechanics Trial Stroud ACTC Invite 
16th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
23rd November Hardy Woolbridge Championship (C/M) 
23rd November Neil Wescott Exmoor MC Championship  (C) 
30th November Allen BMC&LCC Championship (C) 
7th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship (C) 
    
9th January 2004 Exeter MCC Championship (C/M) 
18th January Clee Hills MAC Championship (C) 
25th January Exmoor North Devon Championship (C/M) 
1st February Cotswold Clouds Stroud ACTC Invite 
8th February Launceston L&NCMC ACTC Invite 
14th February Exmoor Fringe VSCC  
22nd February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Championship (M) 
6th March Derbyshire VSCC  
7th March Camel Heights Camel Vale  
7th March March Hare Falcon  
13th March Herefordshire VSCC  
20th March Scottish VSCC  
21st March President’s  Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
27th March Northern Fellside Championship (C/M) 
9th April Lands End MCC Championship (C/M) 
18th April  Sphinx Cheltenham Championship (M) 
24th April Kimber MGCC  
25th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship (C) 
9th May Jubilee Taunton MCC Championship (M) 
11th July  Testing Trial MCC  

 
For second half of 2004 season go to www.motorcars.free-online.co.uk 

18th July Timberwoods Sidcup Championship (M) 
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