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Insurance for competitors by competitors 
 

We can insure any competition car for: 
 

  ● Road use 
         (even for Classic Trials vehicles) 
 

  ● On event accident 
 

  ● Personal injury 
 

 ● Service vehicles 
  including spares and tools 

 

TEL: 0115 941 5255 
FAX: 0115 941 5215 

 

For further information contact Richard 
Egger, Tracey Saucedo or Nik Kershaw 

 

www.competition-car-insurance.co.uk 

 The Fack Trials Differential 
 

A bolt in conversion for Escort & BMC ‘A’ Series axles 
Now well known in classic trials as well as sporting trials where it originated, this 
unit has solve the diff problem for those cars using Escort or BMC ‘A’ series axles. 
Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, instead of two in 
the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller bearings. No production 
components are used, and the superb new casing is machined from solid high 
grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £465 (no VAT) but what price can you put on having the 
confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your results are bound to 
improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and still be able to drive 
home after the event! Ford units only from stock (as of Feb 2001) 

 
 

NEW – Roller diff pin conversion for Morgans using the 7HA Salisbury axle 
(most 4/4s), may also be suitable for  3HA (TR engined +4), only £60 

 
 

Julian Fack, Orchard Farm, Shareshill, Wolverhampton WV10 7LE 
Or leave a message on 07812 108 588 at any time 

PLEASE NOTE NEW PHONE NUMBER 
j.fack@virgin.net 
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EDITORIAL 

 

Editor: Pat Toulmin       Assistant Editor:  
4, Briery Lands       Mark Rosten-Edwards 
Heath End        32a Little Ealing Lane 
Snitterfield        Ealing 
Stratford on Avon        London 
CV37 0PP        W5 4EA 
 

Tel:  01789 731332      Tel: 020 8579 9847 
Fax:  01789 730082       markrosten_edwards@hotmail.com 
ptoulmin@motorcars.free-online.co.uk       
 
ACTC website : www.actc.org.uk 
 
 
If all goes well you should be reading this some time between Christmas and New 
Year. I hope you all had a good Christmas. 
 
Apologies to the bikers re championship tables as an insert. We are in the process 
of changing the motorcycle championship secretary – Richard Dawe is now self-
employed and has no time to devote to this role. Until we confirm the new secretary 
Chris Phillips, who nobly does the car tables,  has very kindly sorted out the end of 
year motorbike tables, but only in time for a loose leaf supplement.  For the same 
reason there were no bike tables in the previous issue. 
 
This end-of-year issue of Restart has to go to the printers a week early, as they have 
two weeks holiday over Christmas and New Year, so we work to very tight 
deadlines. If we waited, you would get this issue after the awards ceremony, with no 
time to query mistakes in the tables. 
 
I will publish the final tables on the ACTC website News page, but not until you have 
received this issue. If you have web access it might be worth having a look at the 
Crackington League table, as we will publish the results before people who feature 
in the Wheelspin have been taken out, so you will get a fuller picture. 
 
As ever I seem to be pleading for photos – with so many digital cameras around 
surely we could get more pictures published…….? 
 
See you at the awards ceremony. 
 
PS Yes I did get my Alans mixed up in the last issue. It’s Alan Foster on page 30, 
not Alan Grassam. I could blame the gales – I was doing the last issue with howling 
winds threatening to cut off our electricity, so was rather in a rush – no excuse, I 
know. 
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Simon Says 
 

Another year over and, for those who did 
an expansive season, no doubt deeper in 
debt. Not just in the financial sense, but 
to those people who put in the time and 
effort to provide the events. The long 
suffering organisers, whose lot in life it is 
to be told by competitors where they 
have gone wrong, and the marshals 
whose lot it is to be told that in spite of 
their having seen every competitor so far, 
that the driver knows best. I know that 
this is a regular bleat, but this year there 
are two instances that have turned up to 
make it all worth repeating again. 
 

At the start of this year I was being 
remonstrated for the fact that we did not 
reward organisers for their efforts by 
giving them championship points. This is 
an issue that has been much debated 
over the years and the current feeling is 
that points are not why organisers do it. 
This year, we were in the position of 
having one of our clerks of course 
planning an extensive season with an 
eye on championship honours. Naturally 
the loss of points that was to occur as a 
result of officiating at one event focused 
his mind on whether or not he should be 
C-of-C. Happily, but after a lot of 
deliberation and heart searching, 
dedication prevailed and he remained in 
place to put on a very popular event. 
Looking back at it all from this end of the 
season, and a victory achieved in the end 
by a massive margin, we wonder what all 
the fuss was about. 
 

I did more events than my average this 
year, and the one thing that I was most 
conscious of, was that wherever in the 
country I travelled, sooner or later out 
from behind some bush or other would 
appear the smiling faces of John & June 
Blakeley. It would appear that of the 14 
events that make up the ACTC 

championship they have marshalled on 
all but one. Carlisle was not too far north, 
nor Cornwall too far south for these guys. 
Only a handful of dedicated competitors 
can claim to surpass this attendance 
record.  Nor are John & June a retired 
couple with a fat corporate index linked 
pension to allow then to do as they 
please, they are just average Joes who 
have to hold down awkward shift based 
jobs during the week, just like you and 
me. Well, maybe not like me, that would 
be an insult to both of them! 
 

So next time you say thank you for 
marshalling to someone, why not express 
your appreciation in a more positive 
manner, by doing the job your self. We 
have now firmly established that 
championship aspirations are not a 
barrier, nor is time, cost or locality. The 
only thing preventing you for coming out 
to help your fellow enthusiasts on days 
when you are not competing IS YOU. 
 

The problems encountered in Derbyshire 
this October have once again raised the 
debate about unstoppable cars versus 
unclimbable hills. It does strike me as 
curious that a hill that the MCC has used 
for a million years and will continue to 
use for the next million years should 
suddenly becomes something that 
requires specialist machinery just 
because of the effects of water erosion 
on Derbyshire limestone with no thought 
to the fact that the hill itself was probably 
just having a "Bad Hair Day". None the 
less, ours is a sport with a strong base in 
tradition, and much of its attraction lies in 
the fact that we return year after year to 
the same places. To places indeed that 
our fathers and grandfathers travailed on. 
If we are to be able to continue to do this, 
we have to keep an eye on the technical 
developments to ensure that the courses 
and the machinery remain in harmony. 
As soon as any problem occurs, there 
seems to be a cry from one quarter or 
another of "Ban This", "Ban That". Yet 
these same people whose cries are 
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usually raised in the name of tradition too 
often forget that freedom from a complex 
and rigid set of vehicle formulae is 
another of our strong traditions. More 
often than not, any rule change that 
involves moving toward a vehicle formula 
runs the grave risk of throwing out the 
baby with the bath water. The two types 
of vehicle that are most frequently the 
target of "Ban them All" cries are 
"National Trials Formula (NTF) Cars" and 
"Frame Specials". Even if you did want to 
just ban these vehicles, the difficulty is 
how do you define what constitutes and 
NTF Car or a Frame Special. The crier 
will say, "You KNOW what I mean" but 
how can you put that on paper? Its easy 
for the crier, he doesn't bother, he just 
talks about it and doesn't bother with the 
details. Too often the crier uses 
appearance as the justification for his cry, 
but forgets that beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder. Making a car look tidy is one 
thing, but banning a car purely on the 
grounds of design aesthetics is another 
thing all together. We talk about the need 
to attract young fresh drivers to our sport, 
yet we talk of banning a vehicle that they 
would see as a normal, natural choice. If 
we ban frame specials in the exact sense 
of the word, do we include Racecorp, 
Buckler, and Westfield in this category? If 
we say "no just those with the tubes 
round the top of the driving compartment" 
are we saying we should ban rollover 
bars? John Coply and Tony Branson's 
letters in the recent issue of Triple reflect 
my own experience of dealing with the 
general pubic encountered in the vicinity 
of our sections. Namely that if you come 
across a car in a peculiar place, doing 
something decidedly peculiar then it is of 
no great surprise that the vehicle itself 
looks peculiar. Defining an NTF car is 
even harder. Martin Halliday's newly 
restored Lotus 4, which was seen at 
Brooklands and the NEC Classic Motor 
Show, is not an NTF car so would not be 
banned, yet it is of a design that the 
introduction of the National Trials Formula 

was specifically intended to outlaw. I 
personally have a hate against pivoting 
beam front axles (these are the ones 
seen on modern sporting trials cars with 
the front shock absorbers very close 
together in the centre of the car) Non the 
less I have not run a campaign against 
them as I cannot see a sensible way of 
removing them without also rejecting cars 
fitted with early transverse leaf front 
springs. I believe that as always, the way 
forward is not in banning cars of certain 
types, but with more subtle changes that 
apply across the board. Many years ago, 
there was great outcry at the plan to ban 
knobbly tyres from the production classes 
and there were those that foresaw the 
end of our sport as we know it. We 
survived that experience and curiously 
enough the courses we use didn't change 
much either. Now we are restrictive even 
as to which road tyres are allowed and 
are slowly getting used to the idea that 
restrictive tyre pressures, another 
previously hallowed point, are a potential 
saviour. It always surprises me that the 
MCC does not make more use of tyre 
pressure restrictions on what might be 
termed the lesser sections. These are 
easily climbable by most machines, and 
would remain so even at very restrictive 
tyre pressures, yet would reduce delays 
by saving the time people take to let down 
and blow up their tyres. People talk of 
controlling the amount of ballast that is 
carried, and ideas about the overall 
weight of cars are bandied about. Weight 
and its distribution are difficult things for 
the average competitor to measure in his 
own garage before an event, but that 
does not mean such things cannot be 
overcome. These are items that can be 
applied across the board without 
necessarily branding a particular group as 
outcasts. 
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A ren’t they some of the 
irrefutable laws of life, that the 
return journey always seems 
quicker than the outward one, 

and that breaking something down is a 
doddle compared with setting it up?  
After weeks of preparation, our annual 
presence at the NEC Classic Car Show 
is over, stripped down in a couple of 
hours but with hopefully some beneficial 
legacies.  Thanks to the efforts of  Bill, 
Liz and co. our dynamic stand attracted 
wide interest, but nonetheless we have 
to reflect on the exercise and its value.   
 

Yes we may recruit a few members, 
perhaps some sporting drivers who’ve 
felt the costs and consumption to be 
excessive elsewhere and who yearn for 
the gentler pleasures of competing 
against themselves and the vagaries of 
nature.  But I would argue that beyond 
this commercial outlook, we have the 
opportunity at such a show amongst a 
very receptive audience, to win valuable 
‘hearts and minds’, helping to broaden 
awareness of our low key sport and 
therefore maintain a critical mass of 
support amongst the wheeled fraternity.  
Its a good opportunity to help the public 
understand what we’re about and to 
quell doubts about ‘ravagers of the 
countryside’, so perhaps we should seek 
such promotional routes more often.  
Motorsport journalists have dabbled in 
participation (I remember C&CC 
campaigning an Avenger in the ‘70’s) 
and Gigi from Motorsports Now! seeks a 
ride in the Lands End, so perhaps clubs 
might occasionally invite a local reporter 
along as a passenger, suitably briefed of 
course to describe our events as 
Reliability Trials not Rallies and our 
muddy excursions as Observed Sections 
not Stages.  A good article written from 
the inside could dispel public myths and 
cultivate local enthusiasm 
 
 

Now to the events themselves: we 
competitors characteristically begin our 

observed section attempt on the words 
‘in your own time’, upon which many a 
marshal has been coached.  However, 
some of the modern types who frequent 
the rally sport, and who sometimes 
gravitate towards running our special 
tests, remain fond of their ‘flag lift’ 
technique as they begin timing us to 
1/100th second.  Having stalled in 
surprise at this gesture, our bemused 
driver then later arrives at the second ST 
where the starter drops his flag in the 
time honoured way, the clutch is 
engaged and all is well.  Maybe a gentle 
reminder from our hard-pressed chief 
marshals to their test teams would 
eliminate this confusion. 
 

Similarly, in the cause of championship 
quality, could we see a consistent active 
monitoring of tyre pressures on a 
sampling basis, in cases where 
organisers have stipulated minima for 
competitive equalisation? Some 
competitors have voiced concerns that a 
rule without enforcement can be a 
source of possible bickering and 
disappointment, so might all clubs make 
point of assigning a marshal with gauge 
and guidelines to spot check through the 
day.  Amongst the urge of competition, 
nagging doubt and rumour about 
unchecked advantage is yet another 
natural law of life! 
 

Adrian 

Sect’s 
Spin 
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A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL

THE ULTRABURN UNIT
A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR 

VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES
GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES

PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT

FIT AN ULTRABURN UNIT NOW

AVAILABLE FROM
R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR

Main Distributors to the vintage and classic movement
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list

 

Beetle Specialist Workshop 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NB: Although the advice is free, If that advice includes buying a product, it would be polite to buy it from us 
Stockists of Superblend Zero Lead 2000 – FBHVC Approved Lead Substitute – Will deliver to most trials 
 

Ballards Place  Eardiston  Tenbury Wells  Worcs  WR15 8JR 
Tel:  01584-881348                                          Fax:  01584-881684 

 
E-Mail:  BSW_HOLDINGS@COMPUSERVE.COM 

I.R.S. Conversions 

Spare Wheel Carriers 

T4 Engines 

Free Advice 

“Next Generation” Parts 

Carburettor Kits 

Oversize Barrels 

Restorations 
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The Edinburgh Trial 2002 - a 
View from the Back Seat 

by Myke Pocock 
 

T he Edinburgh Trial run by the 
MCC, is surely one of the most 
famous of classic trials. 
Originating in 1904 as “The 

Motor Cycle London to Edinburgh Ride”, 
this is where the Edinburgh bit originated 
but actually staged in Derbyshire these 
days. Prior to the Edinburgh my only 
experience of classic trials had been from 
videos, as a marshal and latterly as Chief 
Scrutineer on the Fell Side Auto Club 
Northern Classic Trial and listening with 
jealousy to Chris and Diane Veevers and 
Martin and Irene Willis recounting tales of 
epic competition on the likes of the Kyrle 
and Clee Hills Trials. 
 

Needless to say, when Chris Veevers 
rang me a few months ago with an offer 
to passenger him on the Edinburgh in his 
intrepid Skoda my reply travelled back 
ever so slightly faster than his Skoda, 
more like an Exocet missile in fact. I 
suppose that under normal 
circumstances this story would fast track 
to the actual day and pitting ourselves 
and steed at a variety of indecently 
ridiculous tracks laughingly classified as 
roads. However Sod’s Law, of which I am 
a fully paid up member of the supporters 
club, has a habit of poking its nose in 
where devils fear to tread. In this case 
the Skoda in question decided that its life, 
probably originally owned by some 
doddery old scroat, the occasional 
leisurely shopping trip, perhaps the odd 
holiday and maybe various trips back and 
forward to work had come to an end. This 
of course does not take into account the 
disgusting abuse that its previous trials 
owner, then subsequently Chris, had 
handed out to it as an extremely effective 
classic trials weapon. Terminal chassis 
failure was the diagnosis and at this 
stage ‘terminal’ appeared to be the term 

applied to my competitive introduction to 
classic trialling. 
 

However fate overtook Sods Law for 
once and Chris acquired alternative 
transport in the guise of a Trials prepared 
VW Beetle of indeterminate age. 
Although it had been modified for 
competition previously, the dreaded tin 
worm had been exercising its not 
inconsiderable talents on a variety of 
components including the doors but of far 
more serious concern, the front 
suspension. The application of hand 
crafted 16 gauge steel plates lovingly 
positioned with Mr MIGs famous machine 
soon put paid to that problem. After 
various other mods designed to make it 
more suited to vigorous trialling, the 
Edinburgh beckoned. 
 

I have to admit to counting off the days 
like an expectant father up to the 4th 
October when early evening heralded the 
arrival of the Blue Bug outside Castle 
Myke. However, all was not as Mr 
Volkswagen had originally intended as 
my chauffeur’s mount sounded less than 
healthy, ticking over and running on high 
revs A-OK but not picking up on the 
throttle very well. None the less we set off 
to collect Irene and Martin in their Skoda 
then on to the M6 and the M42 to 
Tamworth in Staffordshire for the 
scrutineering and start. By this stage the 
VW was running very poorly giving Chris 
many problems and I was starting to get 
an uneasy idea that my entry into the 
delights of classic trialling would end in 
disappointment. I was convinced that the 
problem lay with the condenser, having 
experienced very similar symptoms with 
my Midge just a few weeks earlier. On 
arrival at the service area we poked and 
prodded a variety of mechanical 
components with exactly nil result, finally 
resorting to the not inconsiderable 
arsenal of talents from an RAC guru who 
had been there, done that, and got the 
sticker to prove it. After a good two hours 
even he had to admit defeat. All this time 

8 

I was dying to go and have a closer look 
at all these fantastic trialling machines 
that continued to turn up. In addition to 
the specialised trialling machinery of 
Troll, Marlin, Dellow, Liege and Buckler, 
to name but a few, there was a virtual A 
to Z of motoring history of the last few 
decades including Escorts, VW Golf, 
Citroen 2CV, Mini, Mini Moke, Maestro (I 
kid you not and looking decidedly tasty 
on trick suspension), Beetle, Midget, 
Imp, Skoda, Peugeot 205, Astra, Ford 
Pop and Morgan. In addition there were 
near on 100 of those pesky two and 
sometimes three wheel machines with 
feeble one or two cylinder engines that 
we don’t have anything to do with in Fell 
Side Auto Club (only kidding!!!) I was 
particularly interested to have a brief 
chat to Stephen Bailey and cast a quick 
and envious eye over his trials Midge. 
Being a Midge builder myself I had read 
about his car in 1994 and had wanted to 
see it for years. 
 

Competition of a classic type was 
definitely looking grim at this stage. 
Finally another Bug arrived and it had 
me questioning the poor driver before he 
had hardly come to a rest. It transpired 
that he had a standard carb fitted as 
opposed to our Reece-Fish carb as it 
was this area that we had finally 
identified as the problem. However he 
did give me the name of a Buckler driver 
who was a Beetle expert. In amongst all 
this I had chance to go and view 
scrutineering with a view to getting some 
tips for The Northern Classic in March. It 
turned out though that it consisted of a 
check of the MOT certificate, that the 
reversing light was doing its job and a 
quick walk round the car confirmed the 
number of wheels specified was correct. 
That check was intended to verify the 
eligibility of the tyres but the time 
allocated would not have allowed this. It 
did make our own scrutineering on the 
Northern look positively over the top.  
Having finally found the Buckler but no 

driver or passenger, we were getting 
increasingly concerned that The 
Edinburgh 2002 for Chris and his new 
found passenger would start and end in 
the car park of a motorway service 
station, not exactly what had been 
planned! Finally, with about 7 minutes to 
go before ‘our expert’ was due to depart 
he turned up totally oblivious of the 
highest regard that he was deemed to 
be held in. God knows what he thought 
as the poor bloke was virtually frog 
marched up to the offending Bug. In 
about the time that it takes to say 
“knackered Bug” he identified a blocked 
accelerator jet as the likely problem. It 
looked, finally, that we were going to be 
able to go out and play and considering 
the cracking day that followed, am I glad. 
A good clean out and blow through with 
the airline, screw it back in, start up and 
we were finally back to what appeared 
like full health or something akin to it. 
 

At long last, we set off at 4:22 am with 
Martin and Irene following a minute later 
to travel the 50 odd miles to the first 
competitive section. Whilst I accept that 
finding a suitable venue to host a 
considerable number of bikes and cars 
for signing on and scrutineering is not 
that easy, 50 miles to the first section 
seems extreme and wasteful. Apart from 
a police detour round an accident that 
saw us misunderstanding the police 
officers instructions and taking a tour 
round a housing estate, to the surprise 
of any inhabitants awake so early no 
doubt, we finally arrived at Agnes 
Meadow and joined the queue waiting to 
tackle the hill. As it was still dark at this 
time, dropping the tyre pressure was 
carried out by torch light, I was installed 
in the bouncer’s post on the back seat 
and finally all the previous problems 
were forgotten as we set off up the hill. 
To me it was an easy clean, but I wasn’t 
driving of course, and then it was re-
inflate the tyres by the built-in air cylinder 
and then off on another 20-mile cross-
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country run to the next section. By this 
stage it was getting light and after a brief 
holding control designed to prevent a 
build up of competitive vehicles on an A 
class road next to the section, Wigber 
Low, we were once again competing. If 
memory serves me well, the poor 
running started to kick in once again, and 
although we cleaned the hill we had to 
go through the carb cleaning process, 
remove filter, plug in air line, remove 
accelerator jet, poke out with a thin wire 
then blow through with the air line, 
replace jet and filter and put the air line 
and tool kit away. At the end of the day 
we had this down to such a fine art that it 
was carried out in less than five minutes. 
Now then, Mr McLarens men can change 
all of David C’s wheels and fill the old 
bus up in less than ten seconds you may 
be saying but they, of course, number 
about twenty, practice regularly, get paid, 
and are not in deepest Derbyshire up 
some grotty track far from civilisation in 
early October. Nuf said!!  
 

Following a further 6 miles on the road 
we arrived at the Bentley Brook time 
control for a well-earned rest and 
breakfast. At this stage the car park was 
well and truly full and the pub was doing 
a roaring trade. Suitably refreshed and 
the carb cleaned yet again, we set off in 
a light drizzle. Clough Wood and 
Ballcross. Sections 3 and 4 followed and 
then it was on to one of the most famous 
of classic trials sections, so I am told, 
Litton Slack. The road book warned of 
the need to take great care on the run up 
to the actual section due to the adverse 
camber on the track. Chris recounted 
tales of the car having a mind of its own 
the last time they were there and sliding 
towards the fence with little he could do 
about it. This year it was good and dry 
causing no problems. On arrival there 
must have been about 25 cars waiting to 
compete, giving us time to do our 
mechanical checking and then go and 
view some of the others trying the hill. 

The first I saw was, to my mind, an 
interesting trials car in the shape of a 
more recent Reliant Scimitar, I believe. 
The section consists of a straight uphill 
run on a grass-covered track with a right 
hand kink towards the top that increased 
in steepness. As the track is in a valley 
and approached down a steep access 
track it made for brilliant viewing and 
looked deceptively smooth. However 
once we had got down on to the section 
and set off there were some deep 
grooves, easily throwing the car off line 
and slowing progress if care was not 
taken. Needless to say we cleaned it with 
much revving like mad, culminating in 
whoops of delight from within the car. 
Good job there isn’t in-car videoing. This 
prompted the infantile plan to reward the 
Beetle’s success with a sticker proudly 
proclaiming that “We’ve been up Litton 
Slack and she loved it”. 
 

After waiting for Martin and Irene to 
arrive and pass on congratulations for 
our twin success on the section we set 
off for Putwell 1 and 2. Putwell 1 certainly 
gave the appearance of a tough one as 
there was a nice looking Imp forlornly 
parked under the railway bridge near the 
section start, going nowhere fast due to 
mechanical failure. Nonetheless my pilot 
played a blinder, the Blue Bug 
performing a treat with the restart 
causing little trouble. We sailed merrily 
on, past the section ends board, rapidly 
approaching a gate across the track 
which, with almost clock-like precision 
opened for us as we sped on. The same 
service was not awarded to Martin and 
Irene as the operator had long gone by 
the time they arrived causing Irene to act 
as gate operator. The wait for the next 
section gave me time to go and have a 
chin wag with the driver of a very tasty, 
VW VR6 engined special, recounting 
stories of the SVA test which is close to 
my heart at the moment as I am currently 
in the process of building a Locost. 
Haydale, Highcliffe and Great Hucklow 
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followed with a roll back and failed restart 
on the latter two and it was at about this 
time that the Beetles builder caught up 
with us and over the next two sections 
managed to get her running like a Swiss 
watch. It was then on to the Bradwell 
Edge Control where there were about 20 
or so cars parked up already. Gradually 
more turned up so that eventually there 
must have been about 35 in total. Little 
information appeared to be coming 
through so we waited, and waited and 
waited, eventually ending up being 
delayed by over two hours. We all know 
that the job of a marshal is a thankless 
task sometimes but it must have been 
doubly boring for those stuck away up on 
the top of the world for ages. There is 
little to do parked miles from civilisation, 
so the odd forty winks were taken in an 
attempt to catch up on sleep lost as we 
had been awake for something over 30 
hours by now. Eventually the decision 
was made to cancel the last three 
sections, as so many were so far behind 
their estimated times. At long last we 
were given the go ahead to set off and, 
My God, what a track down to civilisation. 
It was four times as bad as anything that 
we had been pitted against and looked as 
if a dam had broken its banks and 
deposited thousands of gallons of water 
down the track, gouging grooves out that 
could almost swallow the Beetle. Good 
job we had well jacked up suspension. 
 

Following a special test we arrived at the 
infamous Bamford Clough section and 
what a hill that is. There was some 
degree of discussion at the bottom as to 
just how to tackle the hill and what 
pressure would be best, then with me 
firmly wedged in the back seat we were 
off. The section starts innocently enough 
on a track that gave little indication as to 
what was in store for us. Eventually it 
turned and revealed a totally straight 
rocky hill that gets steeper and steeper 
as you progress up it. In theory full foot to 
the metal and a disregard for machinery 

may well be some peoples advice but in 
the middle of the hill lay a big lump of 
concrete slab, a remnant of repairs from 
previous years, with a nice bomb hole 
following. Lifting off the loud peddle 
coped with this but then meant 
insufficient power to get much further 
although the Bug certainly went for it. Still 
what a cracker of a hill and well worth it 
despite the fail. Reversing back down 
such a steep hill with a bit of a drop to 
one side was not exactly easy but we 
arrived at the holding area half way down 
and waited for the next car to go by 
before descending to the bottom. 
 

Haggside was the next on the agenda 
with a restart and a nice series of hairpin 
bends and, as with many of the other 
sections, quite rough and rocky. It was 
then on to the road again and after 
visiting the Poachers Arms, which had 
originally been a compulsory 60-minute 
halt, but was just a control point now due 
to the lateness we set off for the final 
element of the competition, Hassop 
Common special test. We eventually 
arrived there after seeming to drive over 
half of Derbyshire in the dark. 
Unfortunately we didn’t quite cross the 
line at the finish; recording a ‘no test’ but 
considering how the day had started it 
was brilliant to actually get there at all.  
 

We finally arrived back in Carlisle totally 
whacked after near on 40 hours, minus 
the odd quick nap, without sleep. Well 
was it worth it? You’d better believe it, 
particularly considering the on-off nature 
of the pre-start problems. Terrific 
scenery, cracking sections although they 
were mostly of a similar rocky nature, 
cheery marshals and, despite the delays 
and some not exactly correct or slightly 
misleading instructions in the road book, 
it all made me want to give this classic 
trailing a go before too long. Anyone got 
a cheap Skoda for sale?  
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H ello to all. A few of you will 
know me but most of you will 
not so I will introduce myself. 
 

I have taken on the Sub-
Editor’s role from Dennis Greenslade 
since the AGM earlier in the year. 
Basically my role involves getting 
competitors to write about their trials 
experiences for this magazine in good 
time for the Editor, Pat, to get Restart to 
press. For this I need the entry list from 
the organising team and your help. It 
isn’t compulsory if you are contacted by 
me and if you do not wish to do to write, 
hand-written or otherwise, then please 
say so. It will not count against you!! By 
the same token if you would like to 
contribute to the magazine then please 
contact myself or Pat. It will be 
appreciated. 
 

I have only been trialling my red Mk2 
Escort (Class 3) for a few years which is 
why I have taken this role to get a little 
more involved and to meet, or talk to 

more of you. I have mainly done the 
MCC events with a few ACTC events in 
the last couple of years with a little 
success, probably little success but my 
cup is half full. You are more likely to 
have seen my father Bill with his Imp, 
which should be back together by the 
time you read this following its demise 
on the Land’s End. This is where the 
interest came from. Phil, my usual 
passenger, and myself are definitely 
there for the adventure and fun but we 
won’t turn our noses up if we get lucky!! 
Please come and say hello if you see us. 
 

At the time of writing this there are 3 
weekends until the MCC Exeter on 3rd 
January and there seems to have been 
a trial on every weekend since 
September. A busy time of year then! 
 

Happy trialling and a big thank you to all 
who have contributed so far. 
 

Mark 
Mark having thoughts!  

His car had just come into 
contact with a Devon bank on 

the Exe Valley Trial 
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31st Exmoor Clouds Trial 
by Bill Bennett 

 

T he last two one-day classic trials 
that we’ve done were in warm 
sunny weather and very dry 
conditions. The Edinburgh Trial 

was wetter but nothing prepared us for 
the weather to be endured on this year’s 
Exmoor Clouds Trial. 
 

We arrived in good time at the Raleighs 
Cross Inn, unloaded the MG J2 and 
joined the queue for scrutineering. This 
was where our first problem started. 
Because of the long queue and the fact 
that we had to let a number of earlier 
starters jump in front to avoid them 
starting too late, we were queuing for 
quite a long time. By the time we had 
finished with scrutineering, it was 
already a few minutes past our starting 
time, so we had to forgo our usual bacon 
sandwich and cup of coffee and head off 
towards the first section. 
 
We arrived at Section 1, Huish Lane at 
09.10 hrs but because of a difficult 
restart for the higher number classes we 
did not leave until 09.55hrs. For those of 
us that did not have a restart, the section 
was a quite straightforward ‘track’ with a 
deviation off to the left over a hump 
which I think was the restart for the 
higher classes. Probably the hardest 
part for us was negotiating the deep 
washed out gully on the way to the start 
of the section, aptly nick-named the Pit. 
 

On to section 2 Port Lane. Once again 
there was quite a long delay due to an 
earlier car breaking its rear axle which 
made it difficult to remove it from the 
section. While waiting in the queue with 
Emma Flay, we listened to Giles 
Greenslade climb this section. His 
engine note changing slightly as he 
negotiated the various obstacles, but 
from this we thought it sounded as if the 
section wasn’t too hard. How wrong we 

were! Emma managed to get a 3 but I 
could only manage an 8. Good climb 
Giles! 
 
On to section 3, Northmoor which we 
managed to clean and then to the first 
special test. It wasn’t until I came to do 
the reversing bit of the special test that I 
realised I hadn’t lifted the lock on 
reverse gear, (these old MGs have these 
little things to test their drivers), this 
added seconds to my rather poor test 
time. Next was section 4, Ski Slope 
which is a very steep and deeply rutted 
hill. From the bottom it looks like one of 
those hills you should be able to clean, 
but this is one of those hills where 
having a car which has a narrow track 
width, too narrow for the ruts, is a big 
disadvantage. We hopped from one side 
to the other, all the time loosing forward 
momentum until finally stopping just 
above the 11 marker. 
 
Next was Pin Quarry. You start up a 
track, round a hard right hand bend, then 
try and climb out of the track up a muddy 
slope. Too much enthusiasm can put 
you straight into a tree. I was hoping 
someone could tell me what was above 
the tree but I see from the results 
nobody got over that muddy slope. 
 
I can’t tell you much about Allercott 
because we didn’t see much of it. We 
merely noted, ‘no go, slippery mud’. Next 
was Lena. This was a very good section. 
We started off with lots of wheel spin but 
as it got steeper, we found grip and then 
ran out of power, finishing up with a 4. 
On to Section 8, Bratton Ball which was 
a climb on steep moorland. This is 
another section that we did not see 
having only climbed to a 10 but once 
again I see from the results the best 
score of the day on this hill was a 8 
which was achieved by that Giles 
Greenslade again in his little blue Beetle. 
After 1 mile we were avoiding the ducks 
in the farmyard just before section 9, 
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Hindon. I could remember this one 
having completed it in the past. It was a 
climb up beside a farm track with 
reasonable grip in the bottom, then wet 
slippery mud and grass towards the top. 
We were told at the bottom ‘you should 
be able to clean this one’, but 
unfortunately we had to return to the 
bottom and pass this guy again having 
only managed to get a 4. On for just over 
7 miles to section 10 and Vinegar Hill 
which was a steep climb in a wood, 
getting steeper towards the top and over 
lots of tree roots. We were going quite 
well with just about the right amount of 
wheel spin to help our little engine, when 
suddenly we found more grip and for the 
second time today, stopped through lack 
of power just below the 2 marker.  
 
It was beginning to dawn on me that 
perhaps all was not as it should be under 
the green bonnet. I think one or two of 
the little MG ponies were not pulling their 
weight. Now perhaps I’m getting old, 
because I can remember the time when 
out would come the tool roll and bits of 
engine would be removed and handed to 
Liz, in my endeavour to wake up those 
sleeping horses. Or perhaps it was the 
weather that was draining my 
enthusiasm,  anyway I made the decision 
to plod on to the finish rather than carry 
out any investigation. When back home 
and in the relative comfort of my garage, 
I discovered the points were closing 
giving a weak spark and of course 
retarding the ignition. 
 

Class 2 did not have to attempt section 
11, Purley Lane, this privilege was 
reserved for classes A,B,C,D,E & 8. Our 
next objective was Maddocks and the 
second special test, after which we went 
on to section 12, Tarr Cott and our first 
restart. This turned out to be quite rough 
and difficult. We managed a 7 but felt we 
should have done better. I have to admit, 
the enthusiasm was not at a level it 
should be and perhaps I wasn’t attacking 

some of these hills as if it were a matter 
of life or death. This was most certainly 
the case on our last hill Eastern Wood 2. 
Not only did I not attack it but I took what 
must have been the daftest line up the 
hill possible! The result was a very 
disappointing 8. 
 

At signing-off at the finish we were 
invited to make comment about the trial. I 
decided I wouldn’t because I knew I had 
driven very badly most of the day and 
with a lazy engine. This may have 
encouraged me to make the wrong 
comment. In spite of having very good 
clothing, both Liz and I went home with 
wet underpants. For these reasons it was 
not the most enjoyable trial we had done, 
but we will most certainly return again 
next year, hopefully with the engine firing 
well on all cylinders and with both driver 
and bouncer in a better frame of mind. 
Sincere thanks to the organisers and all 
the marshals who, of course, had to 
endure the same horrible weather as we 
did. 

Don’t forget the 
ACTC awards 
ceremony  on 

Sunday 5th January, 
following the  
Exeter Trial. 

 

10 am Trecarn Hotel, 
Palermo Road, 

Torquay 
 

See you there!! 
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Raymond Adworth E 8 125.  David Dyer 8 R  

Geoffrey Westcott E 12 123.  Ben Johnson 8 NS  

Richard Rigby Jones E R   Arthur Cole  8 NS  

John Lees C 14 F  Ray Easterbrook 7 0 150.51 

Tom Beckerleg C 25 139.9  Mal Allen 7 0 F 

Keith Johnston C R   Eric Smith 7 6 127.7 

Reuben Alcock C  R   Michael Warnes 7 7 114.59 

Matthew Beer A2 6 89.1  Keith Sanders 5 0 112.22 

Martin Fletcher A2 9 82.4  Giles Greenslade 4 0 112.05 

Ian Mackie A2 14 96,0  Colin Jeffrey 3 0 98.09 

Graham Willoughby A2 21 95.1  Kevin Upton 3 2 118.59 

Richard Harvey A2 23 148.  Andrew Martin 3 5 115.38 

Ben Prince A2 33 F  Gina Mallett 3 9 116.22 

Duncan Fish A2 36 103.  Phil Parker 3 10 108.59 

Chris Lidstone A1 0 89.7  Catherine Stringer 3 19 181.4 

Martin Fletcher A1 3 92.2  Colin Humphreys 2 23 133.5 

Ray Gerring A1 6 84.4  Grahame White 2 R  

Steven Edwards A1 7 107.  Paul Allaway 1 0 99.69 

Peter Sherring A1 12 111.  Nick Farmer 1 0 104.46 

Stephen Dayman A1 18 98.1  Michael Collius 1 0 F 

Dick Lidstone A1 19 F  John Braund 1 3 111.97 

Buster Griffin A1 NS   Dave Haizelden 1 NS  

Hans Viertel 8 12 F      

2002 Tarka Trial Results 
                                                
      Class    Mark        Time                                                                      Class   Mark        Time 

 
The 2002 Tarka Trial 

by organiser Steve Knight 
 

N orth Devon Motor Club’s 
Tarka reliability trial was held 
on Sunday 3rd November 
2002. Days, or was it weeks of 

rain preceded the weekend but on the 
day we had mostly fine weather - what a 
bonus! North Devon Farm Park is an 
excellent venue for this type of  

 
 
event - plenty of room & plenty of grub. 
 
After the first special test the bikes and 
cars moved off to tackle eleven 
observed sections, run as a circular 
route of 70 miles, watched over by an 
army of marshals. Planning that the day 
before was a little fraught with various 
people falling ill, but it all came together 
as usual - sort of. 
Only a few wrong turnings due to 
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navigator error this year and a few 
mechanical failures saw 3 bikes and 2 
cars call it a day. But of special note was 
the N Devon Dellow recently tuned to a 
high specification, only to fail on the start 
line!! Bikers were footing on most 
sections except for Chris 
Lidstone - class A1 - the only man with a 
score of zero. We are not sure what 
happened at Hurscott due to marshal 
pencil. 
 
Just after the fuel stop there was an 
accident at Brayford with a motorcyclist 
falling on his head, fortunately no lasting 
damage although we had to cancel the 
section, along with another that proved 
impossible. 
 
The cars were flying up most sections. 

Eight cars with zero including most of 
class 1 - front wheel drive. Brayford was 
supposed to catch them out so it came 
down to the special tests, with just a few 
seconds separating the classes. 
 

A few less vehicles this year plus a 
shorter route, hardly any hold ups & no 
Brayford, saw every one finish at a 
respectable time - but the last section 
and results took longer than 
expected - why does it always happen 
like that. But quite a few stayed for 
awards.  
 

As ever thanks to all who took part and 
to all the marshals who did an excellent 
job. Now I can rebuild my life - until next 
October. 

Mike Collins changing the inner CV joint at the foot of Hoskins on this year’s 
Bodmin, a hill Mike and Tony have never seen the top of. 

 

(Photo by Dave Haizelden) 
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Our Hardy 
by Peter & David Manning  

 

B efore our faithful Midget finally 
gives out it is my wish to see 
some of the ACTC one-day 
trials and being a Falcon 

member I have been reading the reports 
and picked the best within easy reach. 
Next on my list was the Woolbridge 
Motor Club  Hardy Trial. Michael Leete’s 
‘Rough Guide’ describes this trial as a 
good trial with very few PCT type 
sections, no deep ruts and not too much 
mud, but as rough. It was an obvious 
choice for the Midget. 
 

For those who don’t know, Midgets 
suffer from 13-inch wheels on either end 
of a solid axle. With elliptical springs the 
combination is limited when faced by 
deep ruts (never a problem on MCC 
events!) However the springs for this 
event were new giving us maximum 
ground clearance. But we were starting 
at the end of the field so the ruts might 
be deeper and the mud well stirred. 
 

Saturday night being lads’ night for my 
teenage son and passenger meant the 
early start on Sunday morning was not 
too welcome. A good run via the M3 and 
A35 ensured we arrived at the holiday 
park start venue with time to spare. The 
paddock was a touring caravan field with 
lots of tarmac to unload the trailer. No 
toilets however started to make life 
difficult. After a thorough scrutineering 
we were soon on our way to the first 
section. A clear sky and sections named 
Pooks Peek, Hell Lane, old favourites 
Normans Hump and Clinton 
(accompanied by Hilary and Monica) 
indicated a good day in prospect. Heavy 
rain however was forecast for later.  
 

Four miles driving took us to 
Boarsbarrow – a long grassy lane with 
little gradient, but ruts and mud faced us 
after a very smelly run through a 
farmyard. The Reliant of Keith Sanders 

romped up with little effort, for us it was 
a good start, which soon found us 
slithering to a halt, I thought it was the 
ruts but David said I took it too steady. 
More aggression next time. 
 

Knowle Lane - was next, this looked 
more like a section, a rocky track with 
some gradient, the restart we were told 
was on a left turn through a gate into a 
field. With ‘more aggression’ ringing in 
my ears we romped up the first bit, a 
look at the restart said to me go high up 
into the box, no chance of this though as 
the deep hole dug out by previous cars 
swallowed us up. All we could do was 
back up and continue on the track to the 
road.  
 

On the way to Bayard - (Uploaders 3 & 
4 were cancelled) the rain came; it was 
so heavy we had to put the hood up! The 
section started on a concrete farm road, 
and then across a field through a gate in 
the distant corner, Keith romped up this 
one as well but stopped before the gate. 
Between us were a group of Escorts and 
an interesting entry from Woolbridge in a 
Mercedes 2800. The Escorts flew off the 
start with flat tyres and plenty of wheel 
spin, the rain was still falling and the field 
was getting very muddy. With the start 
well ‘rubbered up’ we got a good start 
but again slithered to a halt not very far 
away, coming down was very tricky, the 
Merc however was a joy to watch as it 
was crewed by a very enthusiastic team 
who gave it everything to end up further 
down than us. 
 

Pooks Peek - should have been 
fourteen miles long with hairpins and 
gravel, no such luck - a nice start 
through some trees took us to a sharp 
right with a steep bank followed by 
another steep bank. We managed the 
bank but the levelling off saw us sitting 
on the floor with no drive. Lots of 
enthusiastic marshals lifted us off and on 
to Green Lane. More heavy rain on the 
way brought thoughts of more mud, and 
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the run to the start was a nice steep 
track. The rain had made the section 
very slippery so the competitors had to 
use a shuttle system to let the failures 
out. The section started on a good track 
followed by a deep water-filled dip and 
then turned into a stony/chalky track with 
a very deep gully in the middle - get this 
wrong and you would disappear. We flew 
off the line, took care through the dip and 
romped up the track, eventually though 
the Midget slithered to a halt, at least 
though this was a section we should 
have got up, exhilaration at last. 
 

On to Meerhay - a nice section with a 
stony base, rocks and a few ruts, a 
steady drive, taking care on the tricky bit 
saw us out of the top, clean at last! 
 

Horn Hill - was a special test, fast off the 
line, stop astride line B, reverse over line 
C and forward to cross line D, except for 
the reverse gear no problems here but 
the drive back to the road was a real 
adventure, following Neil Plumridge in 
the Imp helped us see the tricky bits, 
‘deep gully – care’ was the instruction, 
we fell into it with 
David and Neil 
hanging onto the 
side of the 
Midget to stop it 
falling onto its 
side, a dented 
rear wing (high 
up) was the 
result. Best 
section by far 
and no marks!! 
 
 

Mike’s Mire - 
was our downfall; 
I assume Mike 
was Mike Furse 
(the one who 
recommended 
the event) as he 

and Sheila were there to greet us all. An 
easy start led to some deep ruts leading 
to a muddy bank. Classes 7 & 8 went left 
and we went right, full blast out of the 
ruts saw us spin and slide to a halt. 
Backing down was not so easy though, 
as a large rock became hooked up 
underneath, the marshals pushed and 
lifted us off and then I drove back into a 
large tree branch which hooked under 
the wing breaking the front into pieces. 
 

So that was it for us, a broken car and a 
lost opportunity to see Clinton in the 
daylight and taste the virtues of Hilary 
and Monica. Congratulations to 
Woolbridge whose friendly enthusiastic 
team put together a good event in an 
area usually seen in the dark of the 
Exeter. Conversation on our long journey 
home was about the Exeter and what 
preparations to make. 

 

                    The track up Knowle Lane 
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Bill Faulkner 8 25 59.2  Tom Jeffris 1 48 77.2 

Brian Partridge 8 13 58.8  Michael Collins 1 R 108.8 

Anthony Allard 8 R 105.  John Holcombe 1 57 69.5 

Adrian Marfell 8 0 65.3  Bill Bennett 2 27 99.6 

Antony Young 8 9 60  Colin Biles 2 R 114.3 

David Dyer 8 23 56.5  Philip Roberts 3 R  

Dave Wall 8 17 63.8  Rodney Thorne 3 R 182.3 

Dudley Sterry 8 8 63.7  Matthew Harvey 3 89 155.9 

Simon Woodall 8 R   John Cox 3 NS  

Duncan Welch 8 23 61.5  Phil Parker 3 54 106.3 

Richmond Coffin 7 R   Rowlie Moores 3 91 123.3 

Mal Allen 7 20 77.9  Emma Flay 3 20 120.2 

Stuart Roach 7 NS   Alistair Stevenson 3 41 97.2 

Michael Warnes 7 33 107.  Giles Greenslade 4 24 82.8 

Mike Furse 7 NS   Ian Bailey 4 91 128.7 

Nigel Allen 6 4 81.7  Neil Plumridge 4 52 128.4 

Nick Farmer 1 R   Peter Manning 5 R  

Paul Allaway 1 16 75.4  Keith Sanders 5 21 90.8 

Tim Hellings 1 R   Perce Harden 5 NS  

Dave Haizelden 1 9 81.7  Robbie Roskell 3 NS  

Michael Hardwill 1 72 82      

2002 Hardy Classic Trial Results 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                  Class    Mark       Time                                                                      Class   Mark         Time 

 

ACTC wish you all a very 
happy  

New Year 
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Michael Collins 1 16 41.2  John Hammil 7 17 51.39 

Terry Coventry 1 22 42.21  John Ludford 7 17 50.83 

Tina Allaway 1 23 69.44  Fred Gregory 7 23 70.68 

Dan Cuff 1 R   David Shaylor 7 32 48.84 

John Gillard 1 R   Frank Burton 7 R  

Paul Bartleman 3 11 35.1  Carl Talbot 8 10 47.57 

Stuart Deacon 3 17 39.39  Bill Foreshew 8 15 38.69 

Paul Eamer 3 17 41.93  Ian Daniels 8 17 40.62 

Richard Hayward 3 21 34.33  Adrian Linnecor 8 17 40.63 

Charles Hayward 3 23 40.03  Stuart Ridge 8 17 42.47 

Peter Thompson 3 23 47.17  Robert Gregg 8 17 43.77 

Nigel Green 3 23 52.26  Dudley Sterry 8 17 20.02 

James Martin 3 R   Nigel Moss 8 17 50.62 

Giles Greenslade 4 11 48.19  Tony Rothin 8 21 48.49 

Ian Moss 4 21 38.27  Dick Andrews 8 23 48.49 

Dave Sargeant 4 23 42.09  Steve Holder 8 23 50.17 

Dick Glossop 4 23 46.19  Harry Butcher 8 23 52.07 

Colin Gittus 4 29 43.4  Chris Wall 8 23 52.37 

Rick Neale 4 32 46.63  Clive Booth 8 24 72.09 

Colin Perryman 4 R   Jim Wood 8 R  

Michael Leete 4 NS   Mike Chatwin 8 R  

Rob Cull 5 23 44.36  Phil Potter 8 NS  

Brian Osborn 5 23 61.77      

Peter Davis 5 R       

Mike Wordsworth 5 R       

Mike Hobbs 6 17 53.28      

Mal Allen 7 16 47.39      

Arthur Vowden 7 17 38.18      

Tim Lakin 7 17 38.98      

Bryan Phipps 7 17 43.29      

Richmond Coffin 7 17 47.07      

Roland Panes 7 17 47.38      

2002 Mechanics Trial Results 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                  Class    Mark       Time                                                                      Class   Mark         Time 
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Various views of the 2002 
Jubilee Trial  

by Julia Browne 
 
  1 David Brown 
  2 Gary Webb 
  3 Simon Filan 
  4 Trevor Wall 
  5 Alan McManus 
 

1 

2 

4 

3 

5 
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Fourtune Engineering
T ria ls cars preparation & fabr ica tion specia list

Complete car preparat ion & modificat ions
Windscreens made to your draw ings

T yre  racks, sump guards etc
Air bott le repairs & refi lls

T ria l tyre  gauges 0 -30  psi  w ith quick  deflate valve
Needle Rol ler Diff  Pins B Series axles

If you need it making or mending give me a ring.
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a  fortune.

4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos GL51 9TL
Junction 10 - M5

Tel: 01242 680620  Mobile: 07973 128189

Silkolene 
 

Chatsworth SAE30/40 5 litres …....   £13.60 
Rhino SAE140 5 litres …………..…  £15.50 
 

Millers 
 

Pistoneeze 30&40 5 litres ……..….  £13.30 
Transverse ‘M’ Classic 5 litres …...  £16.90 
CFS full synthetic 5w40 5 litres …..  £34.00 
VSP Plus Lead Substitute & Octane Booster 
250ml Box 10 special price               £30.00 
 
 

All prices include V AT 
 

£7.50 for overnight delivery 
All major credit cards accepted  

 
Penrite 

 

Steering box lubricant 500ml ……… £4.99 
Shock absorber oil Nos 1&2 500ml ..£3.70 
 

Castrol 
 

XL30 SAE30 4.54 litres ……….….    £16.99 
XL40 SAE40 4.54 litres ………….     £16.99 
R40 SAE40 5 litres …………….        £25.05 
Castrol Valvemaster plus 250ml ….. £9.99 
ALSO tyres, competition preparation – all 
classes catered for 
 

Reliability brings success 

VINTAGE & SPORT CAR SERVICES  
CLASSIC LUBRICANTS 

Tim Whellock — Tel/Fax 01460 66434 
mail@vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 
www.vintageandsportscarservices.co.uk 

 
 

Many more items available! 
Just contact us for stock list 
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The Bristol MC Allen Trial  
by Duncan Welch 

 

A s we set off from Yate at dawn 
the rain was a kind of scotch 
mist, well known for its blinding 
penetrative qualities and I 

thought we were in for another soaking. 
There was only a handful of competitors 
present, waiting for scrutineering, and 
the rain still came down, finding holes in 
my boots I had forgotten about. Two 
Trojans were amusing the assembled 
company with strange puttering noises 
and clouds of blue smoke, which soon 
cleared once they were under way on 
the road I might add.  
 

Soon the huge White Hart car park was 
solid with competing cars, trailers and 
vast towing vehicles, all vying for space 
and a way through the paddock. To my 
great surprise and delight it had stopped 
raining and Trojan conductor, John 
Williams, assured me the sun would be 
shining by 10am – and so it did. 
 

We found our way to the first section, 
Bitton Lane, without mishap although 
Glynn, my passenger, seemed to think I 
should know the route after so many 
years of doing the event. Luckily for me 
tyre pressures were free on most of the 
hills, since my car does not go too well 
with inflated tyres. No bother at Bitton 
Lane, although the exit was deep in 
mud. 
 

Big Uplands had been washed away, so 
we were sent to Little Uplands instead, 
which with tyre pressure limits I had 
previously failed without any kind of 
restart. This year however, having 
arrived we all had to back out to allow 
the Potter Trojan to come back down, as 
a rear spring had become detached and 
was acting as a huge sprag, which 
would only allow rearward motion. I 
believe they fixed the problem but took 
no further part in the event. With 
trepidation we approached the restart 

and got away without too much drama. 
Like all restarts if you pick the right spot, 
it seems so easy, if not, many bad words 
and dark thoughts come forth, especially 
when the navigator expresses 
disappointment at your performance. On 
this occasion I had nothing but praise 
from the left hand seat, so we went on 
rejoicing to section 3, Guy’s Hill. 
 

Now here we had a 10 psi limit which 
was, as far as I was concerned, the kiss 
of death. Navigator however says it’s all 
in the mind and all I have to do is think 
positively. Somehow it didn’t work and 
we remained quite still on the restart 
line, despite lots of revving and jumping 
up and down. Not enough of something I 
suppose. I wish I knew what. Skill 
probably. 
 

Undismayed we travelled on to Sandy 
Lane (it may have been once, but it’s 
very muddy now) and another restart 
which stopped quite a few but not us this 
time. Mind you if I had not had my big 
wheels on I may have stopped in the 
very deep ruts in the lane after the 
section. 
 

Section 4, Strode, was no problem this 
year and it led to the first special test, 
which involved driving backwards and 
forwards through a large puddle of 
muddy water, after which my car was 
effectively camouflaged and became 
almost invisible to other road users, 
being a large brown mobile blob. The 
navigator complained of being hit on the 
head by a tree. I can’t say I noticed 
getting that close to any arboreal 
feature. 
 

Now we reached Travers Hill and Jim 
Travers was there in person. I saw him 
urging us on as we left the restart. Here 
the navigator had some special 
knowledge of the restart, which he 
imparted to me several times, “Keep 
close to the tree on the left” said he, but 
the tree had moved, or was it the restart 
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anyway we went left and we got away in 
fine style. More praise from the left hand 
seat and some pride in the right hand 
seat since we were on 15 psi this time. 
 

And so on to the lunch halt where we 
learnt that several front runners had 
actually lost marks during the day and 
were effectively out of the running, as 
there is always some bight spark at the 
end of the field who will go clean. 
Refreshed we proceeded to the dreaded 
Burledge, which is always slippery and 
usually has very deep ruts to snare those 
with no ground clearance. This year the 
ruts were not too bad and on my big 
wheels we made it to the top for the first 
time in ages. Many others were not so 
lucky and were dragged to a stop by the 
red shale. 
 

Good old Nanny Hurns was only an 
observed section this year and the 
special test was arranged in the lane 
before it. This involved going forwards 
and backwards as fast as possible 
between three lines and some step 
banks, sometimes a recipe for disaster if 
a car should get out of control going 
backwards downhill at speed. However 
we seemed to get it right this time. The 
marshal on Nanny Hurns hinted at some 
hidden menace on the hill, but no trolls 
leapt out at us and we managed the tight 
turn and steep exit OK, although the 
Escorts didn’t seem to like it.  
 

There was a fairly long haul to Tog Hill 
which held no fears for us and we 
emerged onto the verge of a very high 
speed main road, where we proceeded 
to the new hill Birch Hill. It looked simply 
marvellous from the road, a long winding 
track under a wooded hill, disappearing 
out of sight to who knows where. We had 
some indication that it might be slippery 
when the recovery tractor was seen to be 
struggling in the mud of the lower slopes. 
Clive Booth in his Dellow went up in front 
of us and climbed successfully, allowing 
the car to find its own way through the 

mud (so he said). We followed on and 
made it away from the restart into a sea 
of mud. There seemed to be two 
choices, left or right. I went left and 
almost immediately sideways into deep 
goo. Lots of revving was not getting us 
very far, when suddenly the engine 
stopped and everything went very 
quiet.The throttle cable had broken after 
many years of abuse and we were stuck 
going neither forwards nor back. A voice 
from the left hand seat said he would put 
this down to poor maintenance, just what 
you want to hear at such a time. 
However the mood lightened somewhat 
when the recovery tractor could not 
reach us due to lack of grip and a tow 
rope. What use is a recovery vehicle with 
no rope?  
 

By this time my agile brain told me to 
speed up the tickover of my vehicle and 
back down to a spot where I could turn 
round and return to the foot of the hill, 
amid much ribaldry from the assembled 
gang of class 8 triallists. John Parsons 
went up in his Buggy and failed on the 
right hand side and came down saying 
don’t try the right side to Mike Pearson, 
to whom I had told not to go left whatever 
you do, so he was no wiser and failed on 
the left! Meanwhile I had bodged the 
broken cable on my car, so that it went 
straight over the top of the engine with 
no outer cable. It worked after a fashion, 
but as the engine moved so the throttle 
would open and close, making progress 
very jerky unless the throttle was wide 
open or shut. 
 

We wobbled along to the final section, 
John Walker, which seemed  to have lost 
all its mud since last year. The stream 
had lots of water in it, so you had to ford 
it with care. But we jerked our way to the 
top as I tried to keep the throttle open. As 
luck would have it I found an abandoned 
Ford Sierra along the way to the finish 
and it still had an inner throttle cable 
witch I was able to recycle into my car, 
restoring normal control for the 150 mike 
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drive home.  
 

We enjoyed our day out and, as usual, 
the Bristol organisation worked very well, 
augmented by several other motor clubs 
who ran hill for them. The ‘bright spark’ 
at the back of the field turned out to be 
Julian Dommett, although he was by no 
means the only clean sheet. Bill Bennett, 
Phillip Mitchell and Giles Greenslade all 

also went clean, but were much slower 
on special tests times. The class 1 cars 
are getting much too good, the two Golfs 
of Haizelden and Collins only being 
stopped by Burledge. Time to make 
them do red restarts perhaps? 

Adrian Marfell on the Hardy Trial 
 

(Photo by Chris Phillips) 
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Allen Trial Dudley Sterry on Guy’s (Photo by Dave Haizelden) and 
 

Stuart Harrold on Burledge (Photo by Michael Leete) 
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“B” ing on the Allen again 
by Brian Osborn 

 

W ell, well, it appears to be 
time for my five yearly 
contribution to Restart, and 
the antics of my MGB on 

“The Allen Classic Road Trial”  - to give it 
the full title. I would report on the antics 
of others as well if I had time to see any, 
but getting an MGB around an ACTC 
event seems to concentrate the mind a 
little and as this was written before the 
results came out, I haven’t a clue what 
happened to most of the other 
competitors, sorry. 
 
I was accompanied this year by Mike 
Fisher, an accomplished hill-climb 
champion in his Sebring Replica MGB, 
who had bounced for me on the Clee 
Hills a couple of years ago as an 
introduction to classic trialling and who 
had since expressed a wish to repeat the 
experience, so I thought the Allen would 
be very suitable. The car had survived 
Stroud & DM Club’s “Mechanic’s Trial” of 
a few weeks previously, which although 
being a bit rough for an MGB, it only 
suffered from the sump guard coming 
adrift. You will have gathered by now that 
my comments when I last reported on 
this trial (in 1997 I think), querying 
whether the MGB would keep going until 
the Millennium and its 10th year of 
trialling, were a bit premature as I have 
managed to keep patching it up and 
have kept the MOTs coming, so far! 
 
As we were a late starter, most of the 
field had left by the time we arrived for 
scrutineering. We were number 68 out of 
71, starting at 0957, so when we stopped 
for petrol just after the start, we were 
almost last. Not our favourite position, as 
there is no time to fix any problems, such 
as can happen to an MGB, before being 
overtaken by the course-closing car. A 
pleasant drive through a few miles of 
country lanes brought us to observed 

section 1 “Bitton Lane” a muddy, slightly 
rocky, track with no restart for class 5, a 
nice hill to start with and get a clear. Well 
marshalled by my namesake (well 
almost) Terry Osborne and his team. 
 
Then on to observed section 2 “Little 
Uplands”, where John and June Blakeley 
and others were doing one of their 
frequent marshalling jobs. Very muddy, 
quite rocky, with some big rocks about, 
the sleeping policeman type of drainage 
channel and the raised manhole cover 
near the top did not appear to be so 
noticeable to us this year, although I 
believe some competitors found them 
otherwise. We managed to slide, bump, 
and bounce our way out of the top for 
another clear.  
 
The weather was forecast to be very wet 
and windy, but turned out to be mostly 
sunny but cool after a lot of overnight 
rain. This wasn’t really right for a trial, so 
we decided to invoke the wrath of the 
weather gods by lowering the hood and 
going topless. That is usually guaranteed 
to produce rain! 
 
On to the next section “Guy’s Hill”, which 
was sub-divided - just as well as I have 
yet to see the top of this section. This is 
just the type of hill that my car does not 
like – two wheel tracks with embedded 
pebbles that act like ball bearings when 
coated with damp slippery muck, 
followed by a restart area full of tree 
roots. OK, we did not have to restart, but 
that was a bit academic as we usually 
struggle to even get that far. After a bit of 
a wait, due to the clears as well as the 
failures having to come back down the 
track and into the adjoining field, that is 
how it turned out. We got to the polished 
tree routes and spun to a stop for a five. 
Mike Wordsworth (Midget), one of the 
few other entrants in class 5, had passed 
us in the field to let us know that he had 
cleared the hill, so that left us well behind 
in the class. There was another class 5 



27 

entrant, Peter Moore in an AH Sprite 
presumably running earlier, but we never 
saw him and it turned out that he was a 
non-starter. 
 
So on to observed section 4, “Sandy 
Lane” by Chew Magna, although there 
wasn’t much sand to be seen on that 
day!  Here we had the first restart for us, 
and all classes. The track was pretty 
rough and muddy and the restart likewise 
but with ruts, and in the left-hand track a 
deep rut with a tree root behind it. So a 
quick decision to stop across the line as 
low down as possible, with the hopes 
that we can get away and get some 
momentum to get the wheels up and 
over the root, well the front wheel went 
over but not the rear one and we spun 
and stopped. So a fail.  Ran back a bit 
and carried on up the section. There was 
some very deep mud and ruts especially 
after the section ends board, which was 
interesting to say the least. 
 
“Strode” – observed section 5 is one of 
the Allen regular hills, but not too difficult 
usually. Classes 3 to 8 had a restart, so 
that meant us, but this time we managed 
to get away for a clear. This was closely 
followed by a special test – start on A, 
forward to cross B with all wheels, 
reverse to stop astride C - not too 
complicated, except B was out of site 
around a corner and, as it turned out, the 
other side of a small lake. As I hadn’t put 
the waterproofing cover over the ignition 
side of the engine, I entered the water 
prudently and then increased speed a 
bit. We still created quite a bow wave, 
but not so great as at Elwell about 10 
years or so ago. Reversing through the 
water whilst being timed was different, as 
we were still topless and there was no 
screen to keep away the spray. We 
managed it in 17.6 secs, which it turned 
out was a respectable time, the FTD was 
by Adrian Tucker-Peake in his Peugot 
and the only one to beat 15 secs, which 
must have created quite a wash. I 

thought that when it said “BOAT” after 
Strode on the route card, that it referred 
to the type of carriageway, not that you 
should be driving one! All good fun 
though. 
 
A very rocky and slippery “Travers Hill” 
was next after the diff. roller test. We 
managed to clear the section. This track 
(or BOAT) goes up the side of Ubley Hill 
and enjoys views over the valley and 
Blagdon Lake on the right hand side. 
You really do get to see the countryside 
on a classic trial. This is where we had 
the very unusual sight of seeing Dud 
Sterry retiring with a back axle problem. I 
think we saw the car later going the 
opposite way to us on a trailer. Surely a 
rare occasion for this MG. 
 
Now it was well past lunchtime, so my 
stomach was pleased that the stop at the 
picnic area on the banks of Chew Valley 
Lake was next on the route card. We 
were behind on time so there was only 
time for a quick snack and coffee and 
away again down the road to observed 
section 7. This was “Burledge” , where 
another wait awaited us (we could have 
had our snack and coffee here had I 
been a bit more awake, as there is 
usually a wait there). There were many 
failures and these had to come back 
down the hill to the road. In spite of the 
marshals from Stroud & DMC and Nigel 
Moss having the hill and holding area 
well under control, we had a wait of 
some ½ hour or so. That was not really a 
problem, but it meant that we would be 
doing the last section in the dark for sure.  
 
Burledge has quite a slippery start area 
then goes up a narrow deeply rutted 
track, where the ruts get deeper the 
further up one gets, so that most of the 
cars with solid back axles usually grind to 
halt part way up with the diff. casing 
embedded in the hump in the middle of 
the track. As the section is sub-divided 
what score one gets depends on if/how 
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you get away from the start and how 
much one can get under way before 
hitting the ruts, and how much ground 
clearance the car has. Therefore, the 
tyres need to be soft to get away and 
then harder to give ground clearance, a 
difficult choice. 
 
My MGB has never seen the top of this 
hill, and sometimes only seen a bit of 
the bottom. At best, we try to reach the 
class 6 to 8 restart. When we get to the 
start there is an area rather than a line 
to start from, which although is of limited 
benefit to us, means that the start line 
has not been completely dug up by the 
time we late runners get there. We get 
away, that’s a start (pun), put foot down 
hard, wheels spin, ease off then on 
again, repeat, we pass the 10 marker, 
then the 9, and the 8, and then with a 
couple of bounces just get the front 
wheels past into the 7, before we stop 
dead. Probably as good as I’ve ever 
done on this hill. Then back down the 
section to turn into the holding area, 
except the car wants to go straight on, 
still we manage after a bit of 
persuasion. Then, a little drive around 
the hill on the roads, to get back on 
route and on to the next sections. 
 
“Nanny Hurns”   was in the past a 
special test – up right off a track, around 
a tree, over the bank and back onto the 
track. Sounds easy, but the MGB had 
never managed to get around the tree 
and over the bank in one go. One year 
we managed to get around the tree in 
two goes (OK that year in a special test 
being timed), but then getting beached 
on the hump of the bank. This year the 
special test was a separate one, similar 
to the first, but minus the lake, which we 
were able to do in 17.71 seconds, 
almost the same time as the first test. 
The FTD here was by Ian Daniels in his 
Rebel - the only one to beat 14 secs. 
The Nanny Hurns tree was now a 
proper section and sub-divided. The 

MGB managed to almost get around the 
tree before over-steering into the side of 
the bank for a three. One day ! 
 
“Tog Hill” is back north of Bath near the 
start, it was a bit muddy and wet, but a 
pleasant climb for a clear. The rain god 
now had his revenge as it poured as we 
went up this section, and we got a bit 
damp as I quickly put the hood back up, 
whilst Mike was re-inflating the tyres. 
 
We then had a bit of a drive up the A46 
to Little Sodbury and Horton for a new 
hill in Bill Bennett’s neck of the woods. 
Observed section 10 “Birch Hill” looks 
like a farm track opposite Upper 
Chalkley Farm, I think Bill and Pete Hart 
had “persuaded” the farmer to let us 
play on it, he certainly seemed very 
interested and was surprised that some 
entrants actually got all the way up.  
 
By the time we arrived, most were 
returning to the bottom with tales, of 
deep clayey clinging mud, some ¾ of 
the way up. Whist we awaited our turn it 
got dark, so at least we couldn’t see 
how deep. We got away from the 
chewed-up start with some difficulty, 
built up speed, went over a rocky bit 
where we built up more speed, and then 
we were faced with a bank of mud with 
two deep wheel-tracks on the right, at 
least a foot deep. A marshal who turned 
out to be an MG friend, tried to indicate 
that we should get over to the LHS, but 
MGBs do not like getting out of ruts 6 
inches deep. So we ended up “splat” 
straight into the middle of this mass of 
clay. The hill was sub-divided, but we 
were so busy trying to reverse out of the 
goo, that we missed getting our score, 
which turned out to be a five. John 
Sargeant and some of the Ross M C 
were in charge of trying to keep the cars 
off the farmer’s bean crop, which was 
growing in the field alongside the track, 
and prevent them from becoming has-
beans. Mal and Donney Allen were last 
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Allen Trial   
Stuart Harrold at the start and Neil Bray changing his drive shaft 

(Photos by Michael Leete) 
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car following us and by some hard 
bouncing managed to get their Marlin 
through the goo and out of the top, only 
to retire with a mechanical problem on 
the road shortly afterwards. 
 

Then to the last observed section “John 
Walker” which is named after one of 
Bristol M C’s members from before my 
time. This is quite a daunting hill, which I 
have more often than not, done in the 
dark, but is one that the MGB somehow 
gets up, which is always a pleasant 
surprise after a sometimes hair-raising 
assent. We were now last car and 
arrived just in time to see the MG J2 of 
Colin Biles disappearing up the hill. 
John Blakeley was marshalling again, I 
asked him if the stream had been 
dammed, he was very evasive, so I 
assumed it was quite deep, but then 
forgot to switch the electric fan off, which 
is a good idea when going through deep 
water. The start is slightly downhill to 
cross this stream, which was well and 
truly dammed; it must have been two 
foot deep in the middle, but fortunately 
only a few feet across. We came out of 
the other side on three cylinders, dam, 
dam, literally dam! The car spluttered on 
to the cross track where four cylinders 
came back into play, then it was foot 
hard down and hang on for a mud 
splattering bumpy ride, great! I’m not 
sure how it compares with setting FTD 
for your class up Prescott, Shelsley, or 
Wiscombe, but Mike seemed to enjoy it 
immensely, even if he couldn’t see 
much. In spite of its severity this hill only 
had three failures all day. 
Then back to the start/finish at The 
White Hart Inn, at Cold Ashton. These 
Bristoleans do seem to have a sense of 
humour, with Pete and Carlie Hart 
starting the trial at The White Hart, and 
last man out (and almost in) on the Allen 
Trial being Mal Allen. 
 

The provisional results, which came 
through on email on the following day, 

showed that the overall winner was 
Julian and Antonia Dommett in their  
Dellow Mk1, who repeated their wins of 
1994 and 1996. They had one of  only 
four clear rounds, and beat Giles 
Greenslade (VW), Bill Bennett (MG J2), 
and Phil Mitchell (BMW 318i), with a 
combined special test time of 29.82. 
 

As for us - we were second in a class of 
two, and 50th overall out of a field of 68 
starters and 58 finishers with a score of 
26 points lost. We have done worse, but 
we finished and it was great fun. Once 
again, a superb event well organised by 
the Bristol lot as we now expect. Thanks 
to them and all the marshals for a great 
day out. 
 
 
 

The MGCC Midland Centre 
aims to run trials in 2003 as 
follows:- 
 
Spring Trial at Lintridge Farm, 
Ledbury 16th March 2003 (to 
be confirmed) 
Invited clubs - Falcon, MCC, 
Morgan, MAC, Ross, Stroud. 
 
Autumn Trial at Burton 
Dassett, Gaydon 21st 
September 2003 
Invited clubs - Falcon, MAC, 
MCC, Morgan, Pre-War A7, 
Stroud. 
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David HAIZELDEN 1 2  32.65   Nigel ALLEN 6 9  31.67  

Michael COLLINS 1 3  29.56   Terry BALL 6 15  32.7  

Paul ALLAWAY  7  30.83   Mike HOBBS 6 22  35.13  

Adrian Tucker Peake 1 11  29.06   Richard PECK 6 23  31.55  

Nick FARMER 1 11  31.19   John LOOKER 6 26  41.92  

Tim HELLINGS 1 29  35.55   Julian DOMMETT  7 0  29.82  

John GILLARD 1 6  R  Arthur VOWDEN 7 7  30.25  

Roger FOX 1 22  R  Roger BRICKNELL 7 8  29.51  

Dan CUFF 1 22  R  ROLAND PANES 7 9  30.76  

Bill BENNETT 2 0  32.31   Bryan PHIPPS 7 17  32.02  

Jeremy FLANN 2 4  38.8   Paul ROYDS 7 21  34.16  

Graham WHITE 2 11  35.37   Arthur JONES 7 23  35.14  

John WILTON 2 13  49.27   Andrew BROWN 7 24  36.98  

Colin BILES 2 23  49.39   Frank BURTON 7 27  32.34  

Nick ALLEN 2 45  37.64   Richmond COFFIN 7 32  32.49  

Stephen POTTER 2  R  Mal ALLEN 7 9  36.58  

Philip MITCHELL 3 0  34.84   David FORESHEW 8 5  30.43  

John BELL 3 9  35.51   Stuart RIDGE 8 5  32.02  

Paul EAMER 3 10  35.48   Adrian MARFELL 8 6  29.61  

David MILLER 3 12  36.21   Iain DANIELS 8 6  31  

David HEALE 3 2  R  Carl TALBOT 8 6  32.13  

Stuart DEACON 3 8  35.13   Stuart HARROLD 8 9  33.97  

Murray M-SMITH 3 33  R  Duncan WELCH 8 10  32.37  

Giles GREENSLADE 4 0  31.9   Antony YOUNG 8 12  44.48  

Dave SARGEANT 4 8  33.96   Tony  ROTHIN 8 13  32.14  

Michael LEETE 4 10  44.64   Jim WOOD 8 13  32.5  

Colin PERRYMAN 4 12  36.7   Peter FEAR 8 18  42.61  

Dick GLOSSOP 4 19  32.8   Mike PEARSON 8 23  32.66  

Colin GITTUS 4 20  39.39   Nicholas WOOLLETT 8 24  32.34  

Neil BRAY 4 23  38.08   John PARSONS 8 24  34.63  

Rick NEALE 4 29  47.89   Clive BOOTH 8 26  41.29  

Mike WORDSWORTH 5 6  33.41   Bill FAULKNER 8 30  42.74  

Brian OSBORN 5 26  35.26   Dudley STERRY 8 5  R 

Gary BROWNING 6 5  30.25   Brian PARTRIDGE 8 14  R 

2002 Allen Trial Results 
 
 
 

                                                      Class    Mark       Time                                                                      Class   Mark         Time 
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Section Ends 
by Dennis Greenslade 

  

D uring 1965 over on the 
Continent there were two 
occurrences which were to 
have an impact upon my 

trialling and rallying in the future. The 
first, in early May, was an outright win 
and the Coupe des Dames by 
Rosemary Smith and Val Domleo using 
a Hillman Rallye Imp in what “Autosport” 
described as the toughest Tulip Rally 
yet. This rally always had a reputation 
as being fairly easy as internationals go 
but this year competitors faced deep 
snow, fog and blizzards which probably 
suited the Imp’s traction. Unfortunately 
this was to be the first and only 
international rally success for the Rootes 
Group Hillman Imp. 
  
The second was the introduction in the 
August of that year of the 1300 
Volkswagen Beetle which for me was to 
play such a successful part in the 1990s. 
Note from the last edition of “Section 
Ends” that Frank Edkins had between 
the Land’s End and Derbyshire trials 
progressed from the 1192cc engine to 
the then new 1285cc engine with his 
Beetle. Thus the tradition of a one 
model Beetle was finally broken after 
almost thirty years with more models 
with increased capacity engines 
following relatively quickly. 
  
I had also changed “chariots” for the 
1966 Derbyshire having acquired the ex
-MotoBaldet Hillman Imp previously 
campaigned in trials by John Blewett. 
This car had been professionally 
prepared for circuit racing and although 
the 875cc engine was unmodified the 
shell had been lightened by fitting a very 
thin fibre-glass bonnet with the same 
material being used for the doors and 
even the driver’s bucket seat (and it 
really was like being squashed in a 

bucket), plus most of the glass being 
replaced with Perspex. Such 
modifications were permitted in those 
days without affecting the “production” 
classes. 
  
Whilst I was now truly “hooked” on trials 
I was achieving little success. A broken 
rotoflex coupling on Stretes on the very 
cold 1967 Exeter, right in  front of John 
and a young Adrian Tucker-Peake who 
were marshalling, caused our 
retirement, as we eventually ran out of 
time fitting a replacement. I also retired 
on Crackington (known as Mineshop for 
this event) a few weeks later when 
competing in North Cornwall Motor 
Club’s Motor Trade Cup Trial which 
attracted forty two entries. An outright 
win was again achieved by Holsworthy 
baker Ian Headon in his IRH Special . 
Whilst the overall award was based on 
the much maligned Index of 
Performance as he was the only driver 
to incur no penalties he was clearly the 
winner!  For me another “dnf” on Truro 
and District Motor Club’s popular 
Roseland Trial indicated that I needed to 
take some action. 
  
By now I was living in Barnstaple, North 
Devon and had befriended Nick Rowe of 
Torrington who had acquired direct from 
the works, Rosemary Smith’s Rallye 
Tulpen winning Hillman Imp. He was 
interested in my MotoBaldet circuit car 
for future sprints and speed hill climbs 
and I was most certainly interested in 
the 998cc engined Imp. Thus, a deal 
was done and I entered the Rallye Imp 
for the 47th Land’s End which was to 
take place over the weekend of the 
24th/25th March. The car was fully 
prepared for international rallying with 
far too many modifications to highlight in 
this article but needless to state that 
much success was expected on the 
Easter event. 
The trial attracted 255 entries and I note 
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no less than 35 teams (9 motorcycle and 
26 cars).Without doubt  Beggar’s Roost, 
first introduced into the trial in 1922, was 
the terror of the event with massive 
boulders taken from the famous “pebble 
ridge” at Westward Ho! and then literally 
“poured” down the hill the day before. 
Those who comment today that trials 
sections are rough should examine the 
photographs of motorcycles and cars 
endeavouring to climb “Beggars” in the 
January of 1967. For me the hill proved 
to be an embarrassment as in front of 
“the home crowd” the car ground to a 
halt on the sump guard with rear wheels 
spinning half way up the notorious 
gradient. I had earlier suggested to 
Rootes works that ground clearance 
needed improving for trials but they were 
convinced that their former rally car had 
sufficient power to climb anything. A 
similar superior attitude was adopted 
some years later by the Dunlop Tyre 
Company who tried to convince me that 
as Timo Makkinen, the BMC works 
driver, had approved the tyres I was 
intending to use, that the more traditional 
patterned tyres were almost obsolete. I 
will comment on that issue in future 
editions of “Section Ends”. 
  
Most of the failures were on Beggar’s 
Roost but some of the successful climbs 
included Gerry Woolcott on his 498cc 
Matchless, Peter Morgan and “W.A.G” 
Goodall in Morgans (what else?), 
“Tucker” in a Ford Cortina, Rob Dennis 
(son of Ted – see below) in a 1496cc 
HRG, Norman and son Roger Bricknell 
driving a 1172cc Dellow and Morgan 
Plus 4 respectively and Allin Penhale in 
his VW Fastback, George Edwards in a 
Frazer Nash BMW and the irrepressible 
Ian Headon, the latter three finishing to 
win their classes. John Roberts and Ian 
Hall in their 998cc Hillman Imps did not 
suffer the same fate as me finishing to 
claim First Class awards as did Dudley 
Sterry using at that time an 1172cc MG 

J2, Frank Edkins with his Beetle and 
also a class win in the car category 
achieved by Martin Appleton driving his 
well used Ford Cortina. Apart from the 
cars we usually see in trials today there 
were two Trojans, W.M.G. Marshall’s 
large MG 18/80, a Borgward, Roger 
Venning testing his relatively new NSU 
TT and Ken Huthnance in a Skoda 
1000MB which retired after “Beggars”. 
  
As can be noted from the picture of 
Philip Mitchell’s Ford Popular in the 
previous edition of “Restart” it was 
possible in those days to use a car 
prepared for trials in alternative 
disciplines of motor sport. On the 
Monday following the Land’s End, Truro 
and District Motor Club held their 
Tregrehan speed hill climb and so I 
entered the Imp to race. The car was 
famous and so attracted a lot of attention 
although I wasn’t expecting to achieve a 
good result as it was still fitted with the 
extra weight of rally essentials such as 
sump guard, extra large fuel tank, four 
spotlights and was fitted with Dunlop 
SP44 town and country pattern tyres 
plus all that mud from the Land’s End.! 
In practice, to my surprise, I achieved 
the fastest time in the class although lost 
that advantage in the timed runs as I 
spun on the tight left hand hairpin at the 
summit, coming second in class to Mike 
Phillips’ very rapid Morris 1000. A future 
classic trials driver one, Graham Brasier 
won his class in a 1500cc VW Beetle 
beating local trials driver Brian Staker 
who came second in a similar car.  
 
At the Whitsun speed hill climb at the 
same venue I beat Mike Phillips but still 
came second in class on this occasion 
Nick Rowe in my previous but now much 
modified MotoBaldet Imp achieving a 
faster climb. 
  
On the 7th October the MCC ran their 
13th Derbyshire Trial, the second 
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qualifying event for a Triple award as the 
annual trophies were decided after and 
including the results of the Exeter. It was 
clearly a tough trial with only twenty six 
First Class awards (only eight being 
obtained in the car category) from a total 
entry of 174. I was one of the eight and I 
was delighted at gaining my first 
“First” (Gold medal) in the ex-works car. 
By the end of the event only Frank 
Edkins (VW Beetle), Martin Appleton 
(Ford Cortina) and Roger Bricknell
(Morgan Plus 4), in addition to eight 
motorcyclists which included Gerry 
Woolcott would remain eligible for the 
“coveted” trophy. Notable competitors 
who qualified at the start but who 
succumbed to one failure or another 
including a considerable number on the 
first special test were Mike Hinde 
1300cc Simca, Mike Stephens, John 
Roberts and Ian Hall in their 998cc 
Hillman Imps, Peter Le Couteur, Dellow, 
Peter Morgan and “W.A.G” Goodall in 
their Morgans, Dennis Hawken and Alan 
Cundy in VW Beetles and Dudley Sterry 
not 

surprisingly using his MG J2 but now 
fitted with a 1250cc engine. 
  
To end 1967 I competed in Camel Vale 
Motor Club’s single venue Octo Trial the 
Imp now being fitted with ordinary road 
tyres as opposed to “grip” and obtained 
another “First”, although being beaten 
for the class by Alan Cundy in his VW 
Beetle. This trial consisted of five climbs 
run twice up a steep grassy bank and 
was more akin to a production car trial 
than the classics as we know them 
today. From the sixty one car entry it is 
interesting to note the class structures 
used prior to the true “classics”. Front 
engine saloons, Rear engine saloons, 
Front engine sports and saloons -wheels 
over  14” diameter, Front wheel drive 
saloons on grip tyres, Front engine 
saloons on grip tyres, Rear engine 
saloons on grip tyres and Specials. 
Wow!!! 
  
  
  

  
 

 

Martin Appleton on Bluehills, Lands End 1967. 
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Ted Dennis climbing Cocknowle on the 1951 Exeter Trial 
 
(Photo:  copyright of The Motor) 
 
 
 
This 1496cc engined car was ex-Den Scobey specially prepared by him for 
Trengwainton speed hill climb. 
  
Ted, who is now 82 years of age and who won a Triple Award in 1955, was a 
renowned exponent of the marque. Amongst his many trial successes were outright 
wins on 
  

1959 BTRDA Roy Fedden Trophy 
1963 Sunbac Vesey Cup  and, 
1964 Shenstone and District Car Club VT Fellows Memorial Trophy. 

  
One of Ted’s previous HRG’s has recently finished the international historic RAC 
rally – The Rally of the Tests – being driven by Peter Mitchell, son of the works rally 
driver Nancy Mitchell. 
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Lead Replacement Fuel Part 2 
by Jonathan Toulmin 

 

M y article in the last edition of 
Restart discussed octane 
numbers and detonation, and 
what happens if you have too 

few of the first and too much of the 
second! But firstly, do you need all those 
octane numbers? If your car is from the 
1950s or older, it is almost certain that it 
will run perfectly on 95 RON fuel, unless 
it has had the compression increased, or 
has been tuned with 'wild' cams or is 
highly supercharged (ignoring, for the 
moment, the question of valve seat 
wear). Remember that ordinary 
unleaded petrol has a minimum RON 
rating of 95. 
 

However, if your engine needs a higher 
octane rating than 95, what can you do?  
The easiest route at the moment is to 
use super unleaded (97-octane, same 
as LRP), but that may also be difficult to 
find. [Most Shell garages sell Shell 
Optimax which has an octane rating of 
98]. With the phase-out of LRP, various 
bottled additives will appear at garages 
and filling stations, so that you can make 
your own LRP, by adding a dose every 
time you fill up – some will come in a 
syringe-type applicator. But you need to 
be careful to get the quantity right. 
These metal-based additives are not the 
nicest chemicals to have rolling around 
in your door pocket or glove locker and it 
is important to observe the 
manufacturer's handling instructions. 
Unfortunately, there is no British 
Standard for these additives, so their 
efficacy may be uncertain. Only certain 
lead substitutes such as MMT 
(manganese) and Ferrocene (iron) 
provide octane enhancement (as well as 
reducing valve seat wear).  Miller Oils 
VSP additive contains manganese 
(MMT) and is an effective octane 
enhancing additive and normal doses 
will provide between 1 - 2 octane 

numbers boost. 
Penrite also market 
a similar product. 
MMT is used in 
unleaded fuel in 
some countries 
around the world 
(e.g. Canada) to 
boost octane. The 
car industry is 

opposed to its use in catalyst-equipped 
vehicles as it is believed it can cause 
spark plug and catalyst fouling, oxygen 
sensor malfunction and problems with 
vehicle OBD (On Board Diagnostic) 
systems.  
 

Another option would be to modify the 
engine so that it will run satisfactorily on 
95-octane fuel. The easy way is to retard 
the ignition timing by up to 4 degrees. 
Unfortunately this will have an adverse 
effect on engine power and fuel 
economy which can be severe.  As well 
as reducing power, ignition retard will 
increase the exhaust temperature, so 
the exhaust system will run hotter. The 
technically correct approach is to reduce 
the compression ratio, but this can be 
expensive, and will also reduce power 
and increase fuel consumption, but to a 
lesser extend than retarding the ignition 
timing. The proper way to reduce the 
compression ratio is to fit pistons with a 
lower compression height, but these 
may not be readily available. Fitting two 
cylinder gaskets has been done – not 
always successfully! Especially for most 
overhead cam engines, this approach 
leads to its own problems, including 
changing the valve timing and it cannot 
be recommended. 
 

For off-highway motorsport applications, 
high octane fuel will be the choice, and 
you can choose between buying real old
-fashioned leaded 4-star (97 octane) 
from your nearest Bayford Thrust filling 
station or the easier to find Shell 
Optimax. There are also specialist racing 
fuel suppliers such as the '76' company 
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(Nutid Ltd in the UK) that can provide a 
range of high octane racing fuels. '76' 
market a competition RM+ grade (100 
RON, 88 MON) - Unleaded fuel that 
meets the current MSA regulations for 
pump fuel. It is also important to consider 
the MSA regulations for 'pump fuel' as 
lead and benzene levels are limited. As a 
general point, care is also needed when 
transferring/handling fuel from one 
container to another by means of a pump 
as the fuel is easily charged with static 
electricity. Ensure all metal containers 
and fittings are adequately earthed to 
dissipate the charge and prevent static 
ignitions.  
 

Most know that methanol (Methyl 
Alcohol) has a very high octane number, 
but it has other properties that make it 
less attractive as a fuel. Methanol needs 
a book of its own to explain its 
advantages and disadvantages!  
 

So what about valve seat wear? Vehicles 
with alloy cylinder heads all have valve 
seat inserts, and these are usually 
compatible with unleaded fuel. The vast 
majority of these engines will run happily 
on unleaded petrol (of the appropriate 
octane number). If your engine is more 
than twenty years old, and you have not 
previously run it on unleaded, you have 
two choices – either you can make your 
own LRP using a bottled additive or you 
can run it on unleaded and keep a close 
check on the exhaust valve clearance. 
Normally this is a relatively simple 
procedure for the mechanically minded.  
Measure it when you first switch to 
unleaded, and check it after 2,000 miles 
and again after 6,000 miles. (If you drive 
very hard and fast, especially on 
motorways, check it after 1000 miles, 
and again after 3,000 miles). If the 
clearance has reduced by 0.005 inches 
or more, then you need to use an 
additive, or even fit improved valve seats 
into the cylinder head.  If the clearance 
after 6,000 miles has reduced by 

between 0.002 and 0.005 inches, then 
keep an eye on it, perhaps treating your 
car to an occasional fill of genuine 
leaded fuel (at only £1.08 per litre!) or 
use an additive. However, you should not 
switch between these two, choose your 
solution and stick with it.  If you choose 
an additive, then buy it in a good quantity 
so that you can be sure that you have 
enough for each fill, do not switch 
brands. If after 6,000 miles of running on 
unleaded, your valve clearances have 
reduced by 0.002 inches or less, then 
stick with unleaded, although an annual 
valve clearance check is strongly 
recommended. 
 

If your engine has a cast iron cylinder 
head, or, in the case of side valve 
engines, a cast-iron block, then the 
probability of valve seat wear is high 
especially if the engine is run hard 
without an additive. The safest, but most 
expensive, route is to have exhaust valve 
seats fitted if the design of the cylinder 
head permits this. (It might be prudent to 
replace the exhaust valves at the same 
time). The next best solution is to 
continue to use leaded fuel whenever 
possible. It is quite possible that one fill 
of leaded fuel in every three will be 
sufficient – lead has an appreciable 
'memory' effect. Carry out the valve 
clearance check described above. 
Otherwise, make your own LRP or use 
straight unleaded and drive very gently! 
 

A few "don'ts": - 
1. Ignore it! 
2. Mix your additives. 
3. Mix additives with leaded 
fuel. 
4. Use leaded fuel or a metal 
based additive in any 
production engine built since 
1991. 
 

(Many thanks to Nigel Elliott of ExxonMobil for 
providing some of this information). 
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Ebworth 2002 
by Giles Greenslade 

 

T he 2002 Ebworth trial looked 
destined to be a very dry event. 
With no rain in the previous 
couple of weeks the hills had to 

be set out to stop all classes in some 
way or other, and the easiest way was 
through higher tyre pressures and more 
restarts. Of course a night of heavy rain 
changed things somewhat.  
 

For those who haven’t competed on this 
trial before, it‘s a single venue event, set 
in the Ebworth woods. It consists of 
approximately ten hills, each of which 
are attempted three times. Its tough on 
the cars due to short runs between each 
section and only an hours lunch halt in 
which the cars can cool down a little. 
That said it doesn’t usually involve too 
much “tree weaving” and the sections 
are invariably non-damaging. 
 

On pulling into the woods we were 
immediately confronted with the first test 
of the day involving a decibel meter. A 
number of cars (including the Beetle) 
failed but were allowed to continue with 
a warning.  
 

The Front Wheel Drive “Allstars” arrived 
together, although Mike Collins had only 
just made it in his Golf. The night before 
he went to put some anti-freeze in the 
radiator before giving it a run up the 
road. Something first seemed amiss 
when bubbles started coming from the 
grill. Still, I am sure any of us could have 
mixed up the wash and wax with the anti
-freeze!! But he’d managed to get things 
sorted, as had Dave Haizelden who’d 
had the Golf on the jig the week before, 
after trying to get it airborne on Bamford.  
 

So to the tune of “I’m for ever blowing 
bubbles” the event began. We were 
running between a number of Escorts 
including Andrew Martin who had come 
up from North Devon, Tristan White from 

Bodmin, and Paul Bartleman from up the 
road. Paul was driving Emma’s car, as 
Emma had chosen to marshal for the 
day.  
 

The first round was the usual mixture of 
success and failure. With more restarts 
than usual and 15lbs pressures we 
struggled for grip. At first this didn’t seem 
too much of a problem as where we 
struggled so did Colin Perryman, who is 
usually very competitive in the woods. 
However it soon became clear that 
another Skoda, that of Rick Neal, was 
appearing at the top of every section we 
passed after having successfully pulled 
away cleanly from whichever restart he 
had attempted. 
 

However one thing you learn very 
quickly is that no matter how well or 
badly things seem to be going, the first 
round will be quite different to the third. 
This is due to the field being split into 
three groups, each group starting at a 
different point. As some hills get easier 
as the day goes on and some get 
harder, there is a good balance by the 
end of the event. 
 

Things were close for the overall after 
the first round, with this year’s 
unstoppable climber, Adrian Marfell, just 
one point ahead of local driver Carl 
Talbot. Similarly in class 1 there was 
only a point between Paul Allaway and 
Dave Haizelden, whereas class 3  had 
both Richard Hayward and Adrian Ball 
on the same points dropped. 
 

The second round saw three 
retirements, including Mike Collins in his 
Golf. The diff had let go, although we’re 
still not sure if it had oil or wash and wax 
for lubrication. Tristan White and Ian 
Moss also pulled out here, Tristan with a 
blown engine and Ian due to hitting his 
Escort one too many times on the trees. 
As I have already said, the Ebworth 
doesn’t usually involve too much 
weaving about, but this year in order to 
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MARKET PLACE 
FOR SALE 
Class winning trials prepared Skoda 
Estelle. Tuned 136 motor, single 40 
weber carb on goose neck manifold, 
gas flowed head, piper camshaft, four 
branch exhaust manifild, 4:2:2 diff, 
modified cross member and rear trailing 
arms, 6 MXT pattern remoulds, spare 
wheel carrier, fully guarded, Recaro 
seats, sound shell and 12 months MOT. 
Class winner on MCC and ACTC 
events. £950 
 

Nathan Mitchell 01209 715196 

WANTED  
Competitive trials saloon car, any class 
considered, to enable me to follow up 
on my first foray into trials with my FWD 
Justy.  
 
Andrew Burt, tel. 01386 792245 home 
& 01564 794455 work (Nr. Stratford) 

try to stop the cars, a little more was 
involved and the odd tree here and there 
had become almost inevitable. 
 

Francesca’s jeans also decided to retire 
here, after she bounced just that little bit 
too hard. Repairs were attempted by 
Tina Allaway who had forwarded a 
sewing kit and saftey pins after the Taw 
& Torridge where they had also let go. 
Now under advice, Fran is contacting 
Julian Fack to see if he can build an 
unbreakable pair!  
 

For me the climb of the round came from 
Paul Bartleman on Beechwood. This 
year it was a real stopper near the 
bottom where it was unbelievably 
slippery with only three class 8s 
managing to climb it on every round. 
Paul went about five car lengths before 
almost ceasing to move, but decided it 
would be too easy to give up. With 
engine screaming and tyres burning the 
car just continued to creep and creep 
forward until it eventually got going again 
and went away. We finally climbed the 
hill the third time round and were 
therefore able to see Bill and Liz Bennett 

who were marshalling at the top. 
 

After this second round the damage had 
been done in each class and the leaders 
simply held on to their positions. Class 1 
could have been closer, but Paul Allaway 
went the wrong way around an eleven 
marker, and therefore effectively handed 
the win to Dave Haizelden. Richard 
Hayward took class 3, a little way ahead 
of Paul Bartleman. Rick Neale won class 
4 by one of the largest margins of any 
class, with Colin Perryman second 
ahead of mine and Dick Glossop’s 
Beetles. 
 

Class 5 was once again won by Peter 
Davies in the Panther Lima, and Mike 
Hobbs came first in class 6. After a very 
close fought battle in class 7, Derek Tyler 
beat Mick Workman for class honours, 
and class 8 was won by Peter Fear. And 
the overall?? Well who else this year – 
Adrian Marfell once again. Thanks to all 
the organisers and marshals for the 
running of the event. 
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Camel Classic Trial 2002 
by Nigel Allen 

 

W e started the day at 8am, 
at Safeways car park in 
Bodmin. Our start time was 
9 o'clock at which we were 

all sent off at 3 minute intervals to split 
the field. Making our way to Lostwithiel 
and to the first section Castle, this is a 
new section being used for the first 
time. It is along side Castle hill climb 
and was quite a relaxed start to the day, 
a small open forest section, with 
different level steps. Most competitors 
cleared this, apart from a few class 3s 
and a couple of class 1s.  
 
After a quick pump up there was a short 
run to Church Park woods, next to 
Restormal Castle. 
 
Church Park 1 and 2 are both forest 
sections, the first being a straight climb, 
apart from a small left hand corner. We 
claimed a 4 on this section, only being 
stopped by so many small broken twigs 
under foot. Church Park 2 as always is 
a very long section, with twists and 
turns and through a culvert, rising to a 
level finish. Most people dropped some 
points here, although a mixed field, by 
this time we were pumping even faster 
just to keep warm, as it was a nice dry 
day, but quite a nip in the air. 
 

Onward to the notorious Clinnick. 
Arriving at the bottom of the section, we 
sucked all the air from our tyres, using 
vacuum pumps. Waited a minute for the 
Beetle of Giles Greenslade and the 
Skoda of Adrian Booth to attempt the 
section claiming a 7 and then a 10 by 
Adrian. We were off as always holding 
back ,just a little bit. Over the hump and 
into the right-hander, as fast as we 
dare, trying not to come out of the 
tracks, but as always best made plans 
always go wrong. Spending most of our 

time driving 45 degrees to the track 
using full left lock and using full right 
lock, but somehow keeping enough 
momentum to be the only saloon car to 
clean the section on the day and for the 
first time in 4 years of trying, " PHEW!". 
 

Across country heading for Bishops 
Wood, this is quite a long flattish section 
across a forest track, only at the top of 
the section is there a sting in the tail 
with a very awkward right turn and a 
near vertical lip with a restart for class 
8 .Here we achieved a 2 which was to 
be equal to the best climb on this 
section for the day. 
 

Onward to Polmorla , section 6, This 
section has a steep climb a tight right 
turn and then left over a mud hump and 
as normal we stopped here at the 9 
marker, but the class 1 cars claiming 
some sevens, how do they do that!? 
 

The next two sections were new and 
were set in a very nice wooded area, 
where we had a speed test around a 
hoop and though a small amount of 
water which made a very big splash 
much to the surprise of the marshals. 
The sections here were good and steep 
as always, with a tight right turn at the 
top of the first and deep ruts at the top 
of the second. We took the tyre off the 
side of the wheel here only then having 
to put 50 - 60 pounds into the tyre to 
push it back on, not the easiest thing to 
do with an old foot pump. 
 

Next came Helligan Woods where there 
are three sections and a special test. 
This is the point where we had quite a 
large fall out with a very large tree about 
half way up the first section, when it just 
jumped out in front of us and took the 
whole side of the car out, after which 
point we were unable to shut the 
windows or open the drivers door, and it 
wasn't as though I had nothing to do 
between now and Christmas! 
The next sections here were very steep 
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and slippery with class 8 having the 
more difficult start line, but Adrian 
Marfell having the best climb of a 2 on 
the day, with the next being 4, with quite 
large gaps between markers. 
 
On to Shellwood 1-2, these two sections 
are in the forest and are straight steep 
climbs with plenty of slippery mud and 
more of those damn trees, but luckily 
this time they left us alone and we 
claimed a 3 and a 4, only being beaten 
by Adrian again who claimed a 2 on this 
last section in the woods. 
 
On to the last section, Laneskin, where 
we had our one and only restart of the 
day for classes 6, 7 and 8. This is a 
cleared part of the wood but you can 
only see the first part of the section after 
which they had the restart in a large 
muddy area leading to a left hand turn 

up a muddy bank. Most were clean here 
which finished off the day with 
everybody happy and then it was back 
to the finish for a much needed pint. 
 
Over all, this was an excellent day with 
very little in the way of hold up and a lot 
in the way of good challenging sections 
the whole day through, well done to the 
organisers of this most entertaining 
event. 
  

What some classic triallists get up to  when not classic trialling!  
Tony Branson having a go in Michael Toulmin’s sporting trials car. 

 

(Photo by Pat Toulmin) 
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Championship 
Chat 
 

I t’s been a particularly interesting  
end to the Trialling season for 
me, being able to eavesdrop on 
some of the contenders for the 

various leagues discussing their 
chances and those of the 
opposition. However, the ‘Ifs’, ‘Buts’ 
and ‘Maybes’ are  out of the way 
now and you can all see how 
everyone did in the various leagues 
which are on the following pages.. 
 
The Wheelspin League in 2002 
was dominated by Adrian Marfell 
who romped home by a margin of 
35 points having been outright 
winner of five events, including three 
on the trot in the Exmoor Clouds, 
Tamar and Hardy.  An outstanding 
achievment by a very good driver 
and car. 
 
Last year’s winner, Giles 
Greenslade, was runner up beating 
Dudley Sterry in to third place (they 
tied on actual points scored) by 
reason of his outright win on the 
Kyrle. The amazing front wheel drive 
Golf took David Hazelden in to 
fourth place, only one point behind 
Giles and Dudley, with Roger 
Bricknell three points further back 
in fifth. 
 
Congratulations to all five winners 
and no doubt they, and others, will 
renew their rivalry in 2003. 
The Crackington was an altogether 

much tighter race, although in the 
end Bill Bennett’s victory was by a 
relatively comfortable ten points. 
Only 0.4 of a point separated Paul 
Allaway and Michael Collins in 
second and third places. Emma 
Flay battled her class 3 Escort into 
fourth place, three points ahead of 
Tony Young’s class 8 big wheeled 
VW Special. 
 
Ladies filled three of the top four 
places in the Navigator’s League, 
with top spot going to Francesca 
Plimmer ahead of Liz Bennett.  
Aaron Hazelden broke up the 
Ladies monopoly by picking up third 
place ahead of Tina Allaway. Those 
four were some way ahead of the 
rest of the field,  but it has to be 
remembered that John Radford, in 
fifth place would have been scored 
considerably more  but for his need 
to go into hospital late in the season. 
 
Burnt Mud (Giles Greenslade, 
Paul Allaway and Tony Toung) 
walzted off with the team prize,  
some considerable distance ahead 
of VWMGTrac who didn’t score after 
the Land’s End. It’s good to see that 
there are more teams entered for 
the 2003 Team League than for 
2002– but there is room for lots of 
others, so if you fancy entering your 
team, it’s not too late to do so. 
 
Have a very Happy Christmas and 
New Year and I hope to see you 
during the Exeter or at the ceremony 
afterwards. 
 

Chris 
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Final Crackington League Table 2002
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Bill Bennett 1.0 8.4 10.5 10.1 5.0 10.2 10.1 10.3 5.0 10.1 10.1 10.2 10.7 10.1 72.1 121.8 14
Paul Allaway 3.0 6.7 6.5 10.2 5.0 10.7 9.6 5.8 5.0 9.7 9.8 8.9 10.6 69.5 101.5 13
Michael Collins 1.0 10.7 8.5 9.2 8.7 7.6 4.8 5.0 8.7 9.4 9.9 9.6 66.2 93.1 12
Emma Flay 3.0 10.5 5.0 10.8 7.0 9.9 6.9 8.9 10.7 4.0 64.7 76.7 10
Tony Young 3.0 9.0 10.0 7.0 9.0 10.0 9.8 9.0 4.0 3.0 63.8 73.8 10
Arthur Vowden 3.0 9.7 5.0 9.8 3.0 10.4 10.0 50.9 50.9 7
Simon Woodall 5.0 7.0 5.0 6.0 10.0 5.0 6.8 6.0 45.8 50.8 8
Nigel Allen 10.4 10.1 10.1 9.6 10.1 50.3 50.3 5
David Dyer 5.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 10.0 6.0 4.0 49.0 49.0 7
John Bell 8.0 9.8 8.9 7.9 9.7 44.3 44.3 5
Adrian Tucker-Peake 1.0 8.7 3.0 7.7 10.8 5.0 7.9 44.1 44.1 7
Carl Talbot 3.0 10.0 9.0 5.0 8.0 7.0 42.0 42.0 6
David Turner 5.0 10.0 3.0 8.8 6.9 5.0 38.7 38.7 6
Clive Kalber 5.0 10.7 5.0 9.9 5.0 35.6 35.6 5
David Sargeant 7.0 3.0 9.8 5.0 9.8 34.6 34.6 5
Richmond Coffin 7.7 6.9 6.8 10.7 2.0 34.1 34.1 5
Mal Allen 3.0 6.7 3.0 7.7 3.0 10.3 33.7 33.7 6
Tommy Kalber 5.0 9.4 5.0 8.9 3.0 31.3 31.3 5
Keith Sanders 1.0 8.7 1.0 10.1 10.2 31.0 31.0 5
David Symons 3.0 7.5 1.0 5.7 8.8 3.0 29.0 29.0 6
Phil Roberts 10.0 3.9 5.9 5.9 3.0 28.7 28.7 5
Terry Ball 5.0 10.5 3.0 1.0 8.6 28.1 28.1 5
David Miller 3.0 9.5 1.0 6.8 7.7 28.0 28.0 5
Michael Warnes 1.0 1.0 7.8 8.7 9.3 27.8 27.8 5
Eric Smith 4.7 4.9 3.8 7.7 6.5 27.6 27.6 5
Paul Eamer 9.7 7.8 8.7 26.2 26.2 3
Tony Rothin 1.0 5.0 3.0 11.0 3.0 3.0 26.0 26.0 6
Jeremy Flann 7.4 7.5 9.7 24.6 24.6 3
Michael Leete 11.0 1.0 3.0 8.8 23.8 23.8 4
John Cox 11.0 2.9 9.9 23.8 23.8 3
Bill Rosten 5.0 9.3 9.2 23.5 23.5 3
John Ludford 8.4 3.0 6.7 5.0 23.1 23.1 4
Neil Bray 8.0 1.0 8.8 4.8 22.6 22.6 4
Adrian Dommett 5.0 10.0 5.0 1.0 21.0 21.0 4
Andrew Brown 3.0 7.9 4.8 1.0 4.0 20.7 20.7 5
Brian Partridge 3.0 1.0 3.0 5.0 8.0 20.0 20.0 5
Gary Browning 8.4 10.6 19.0 19.0 2
Ian Moss 9.0 5.0 5.0 19.0 19.0 3
Duncan Welch 1.0 3.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 19.0 19.0 5
John Looker 1.0 8.5 3.0 5.6 18.1 18.1 4
Paul Bartleman 3.0 8.0 7.0 18.0 18.0 3
Nigel Moss 5.0 5.0 8.0 18.0 18.0 3
Phil Potter 8.5 2.0 4.0 3.0 17.5 17.5 4
Ray Easterbrook 1.0 5.7 1.0 9.7 17.4 17.4 4
Philip Parker 4.9 2.9 8.7 16.5 16.5 3
Paul Royds 7.4 3.0 6.0 16.4 16.4 3
Chris Bale 1.0 3.0 3.0 2.0 7.0 16.0 16.0 5
Anthony Allard 9.0 6.0 15.0 15.0 2
Richard Peck 3.0 5.0 6.6 14.6 14.6 3
Colin Perryman 6.8 7.8 14.6 14.6 2
Stuart Harrold 3.0 5.0 6.0 14.0 14.0 3
Steve Lawrence 1.0 4.0 3.0 6.0 14.0 14.0 4
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Stuart Ridge 4.0 10.0 14.0 14.0 2
Gina Mallett 2.0 5.0 2.0 4.9 13.9 13.9 4
Colin Gittus 4.8 3.0 5.8 13.6 13.6 3
Tony Branson 1.0 9.2 3.0 13.2 13.2 3
Peter Manning 3.0 10.2 13.2 13.2 2
Terry Coventry 9.7 3.0 12.7 12.7 2
Ross Nuten 3.0 3.0 5.0 11.0 11.0 3
Mark Rosten-Edwards 3.0 7.9 10.9 10.9 2
Ian Williamson 10.4 10.4 10.4 1
Robin Preedy 2.0 8.0 10.0 10.0 2
Derek Reynolds 8.5 1.0 9.5 9.5 2
Mark Tooth 9.5 9.5 9.5 1
Tim Whellock 1.0 5.0 1.0 2.0 9.0 9.0 4
Martin Willis 5.8 3.0 8.8 8.8 2
Mike Braddock 7.7 1.0 8.7 8.7 2
Nigel Hilling 7.5 1.0 8.5 8.5 2
Stephen Bailey 5.0 3.0 8.0 8.0 2
Gerald Burridge 3.0 5.0 8.0 8.0 2
Barry Clarke 5.0 3.0 8.0 8.0 2
Roland Panes 8.0 8.0 8.0 1
Mike Pearson 1.0 3.0 3.0 7.0 7.0 3
Colin Biles 6.7 6.7 6.7 1
Peter Thompson 6.7 6.7 6.7 1
Charlie Williams 6.5 6.5 6.5 1
Peter Fear 6.0 6.0 6.0 1
Michael Chatwin 5.0 5.0 5.0 1
Ian Davis 5.0 5.0 5.0 1
Arthur Jones 5.0 5.0 5.0 1
Bill Faulkner 4.0 4.0 4.0 1
Terry Mattin 4.0 4.0 4.0 1
Neal Vile 3.0 1.0 4.0 4.0 2
Mike Wordsworth 1.0 2.8 3.8 3.8 2
Clive Booth 3.0 3.0 3.0 1
Jeff Buchanan 3.0 3.0 3.0 1
Frank Burton 3.0 3.0 3.0 1
Richard Dawe 3.0 3.0 3.0 1
Andrew Green 3.0 3.0 3.0 1
Michael Hayward 3.0 3.0 3.0 1
Dean Partington 3.0 3.0 3.0 1
Paul Weston 3.0 3.0 3.0 1
David Bache 1.0 1.0 2.0 2.0 2
John Sargeant 1.0 1.0 2.0 2.0 2
Alan Selwood 1.0 1.0 2.0 2.0 2
James Wood 2.0 2.0 2.0 1
Brian Osborn 1.8 1.8 1.8 1
Trevor Gibb 1.0 1.0 1.0 1
Fred Gregory 1.0 1.0 1.0 1
Pete Hart 1.0 1.0 1.0 1
Martin Jones 1.0 1.0 1.0 1
Robert Murch 1.0 1.0 1.0 1
John Summerhayes 1.0 1.0 1.0 1
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Adrian Marfell 5 2 10 9 3 9 5 10 10 10 10 68.0 83.0 11
Giles Greenslade 5 7 3 10 5 4 9 43.0 43.0 7
Dudley Sterry 1 5 5 7 8 8 9 43.0 43.0 7
David Haizelden 5 5 5 10 3 2 6 6 40.0 42.0 8
Roger Bricknell 5 7 10 5 2 5 5 39.0 39.0 7
Tony Young 3 8 9 9 7 36.0 36.0 5
Bill Bennett 1 5 4 7 3 5 8 33.0 33.0 7
Emma Flay 3 3 5 9 5 1 26.0 26.0 6
Adrian Tucker-Peake 1 7 3 9 5 25.0 25.0 5
Simon Woodall 5 4 5 5 3 3 25.0 25.0 6
Arthur Vowden 3 5 5 3 7 23.0 23.0 5
Paul Allaway 3 3 5 1 5 4 21.0 21.0 6
Michael Collins 1 10 5 5 21.0 21.0 4
Clive Kalber 5 6 5 5 21.0 21.0 4
David Turner 5 2 3 6 5 21.0 21.0 5
Adrian Dommett 5 9 5 19.0 19.0 3
Nigel Allen 1 1 9 8 19.0 19.0 4
Carl Talbot 3 8 5 16.0 16.0 3
Nigel Moss 5 5 6 16.0 16.0 3
Tony Rothin 1 3 7 3 14.0 14.0 4
David Symons 3 1 7 3 14.0 14.0 4
Tommy Kalber 5 5 3 13.0 13.0 3
Terry Coventry 9 3 12.0 12.0 2
Michael Leete 8 1 3 12.0 12.0 3
Brian Partridge 3 1 3 5 12.0 12.0 4
David Dyer 5 6 1 12.0 12.0 3
Mal Allen 3 3 3 2 11.0 11.0 4
John Bell 8 2 1 11.0 11.0 3
Ross Nuten 3 3 5 11.0 11.0 3
Chris Bale 1 3 6 10.0 10.0 3
Terry Ball 5 1 3 1 10.0 10.0 4
Ian Moss 5 5 10.0 10.0 2
Paul Eamer 4 5 9.0 9.0 2
Duncan Welch 1 3 5 9.0 9.0 3
Gerald Burridge 3 5 8.0 8.0 2
Barry Clarke 5 3 8.0 8.0 2
Stuart Harrold 3 5 8.0 8.0 2
John Ludford 3 5 8.0 8.0 2
Richard Peck 3 5 8.0 8.0 2
David Sargeant 3 5 8.0 8.0 2
John Cox 3 4 7.0 7.0 2
David Miller 3 1 3 7.0 7.0 3
Phil Roberts 6 6.0 6.0 1
Bill Rosten 5 1 6.0 6.0 2
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Stephen Bailey 5 5.0 5.0 1
Ian Davis 5 5.0 5.0 1
Gina Mallett 5 5.0 5.0 1
Robin Preedy 5 5.0 5.0 1
Andrew Brown 3 1 4.0 4.0 2
Jeremy Flann 4 4.0 4.0 1
Steve Lawrence 1 3 4.0 4.0 2
John Looker 1 3 4.0 4.0 2
Mike Pearson 1 3 4.0 4.0 2
Mark Rosten-Edwards 3 1 4.0 4.0 2
Neal Vile 3 1 4.0 4.0 2
Paul Bartleman 4 4.0 4.0 1
Gary Browning 3 3.0 3.0 1
Jeff Buchanan 3 3.0 3.0 1
Richard Dawe 3 3.0 3.0 1
Colin Gittus 3 3.0 3.0 1
Michael Hayward 3 3.0 3.0 1
Peter Manning 3 3.0 3.0 1
Dean Partington 3 3.0 3.0 1
Phil Potter 3 3.0 3.0 1
Paul Royds 3 3.0 3.0 1
Keith Sanders 1 1 1 3.0 3.0 3
Paul Weston 3 3.0 3.0 1
Martin Willis 3 3.0 3.0 1
David Bache 1 1 2.0 2.0 2
Ray Easterbrook 1 1 2.0 2.0 2
John Sargeant 1 1 2.0 2.0 2
Alan Selwood 1 1 2.0 2.0 2
Michael Warnes 1 1 2.0 2.0 2
Tim Whellock 1 1 2.0 2.0 2
Mike Braddock 1 1.0 1.0 1
Tony Branson 1 1.0 1.0 1
Neil Bray 1 1.0 1.0 1
Trevor Gibb 1 1.0 1.0 1
Fred Gregory 1.0 1.0 1.0 1
Pete Hart 1 1.0 1.0 1
Nigel Hilling 1 1.0 1.0 1
Martin Jones 1 1.0 1.0 1
Robert Murch 1 1.0 1.0 1
Derek Reynolds 1 1.0 1.0 1
Stuart Ridge 1 1.0 1.0 1
John Summerhayes 1 1.0 1.0 1
Mike Wordsworth 1 1.0 1.0 1
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Francesca Plimmer 5 10.0 10.3 10.2 3.0 10.8 10.2 10.3 10.1 10.2 10.3 10.8 10.3 73.0 121.5 13
Liz Bennett 1 8.4 10.5 10.1 5.0 10.2 10.1 10.3 5.0 10.1 10.1 10.2 10.7 10.1 72.1 121.8 14
Aaron Haizelden 7.7 10.5 9.7 10.6 7.8 10.7 10.4 10.8 10.9 8.6 73.6 97.7 10
Tina Allaway 3 6.7 6.5 10.2 5.0 10.7 9.6 5.8 9.7 9.8 8.9 9.6 68.5 95.5 12
John Radford 3 9.0 10.0 7.0 9.0 10.0 48.0 48.0 6
John Treasaden 5 8.0 8.0 8.0 10.0 39.0 39.0 5
Cecil Hawkesworth 7.7 6.9 6.8 10.7 2.0 34.1 34.1 5
Donny Allen 3 6.7 3.0 7.7 3.0 10.3 33.7 33.7 6
Ken Martin 5 10.5 3.0 1.0 8.6 28.1 28.1 5
Sue Ludford 8.4 3.0 6.7 5.0 23.1 23.1 4
Paul Gregory 3.0 5.0 6.6 14.6 14.6 3
Chris Phillips 3.0 5.0 6.0 14.0 14.0 3
Bruce Mallett 2.0 5.0 2.0 4.9 13.9 13.9 4
Ginette Gittus 4.8 3.0 5.8 13.6 13.6 3
Sam Looker 1 8.5 3.0 12.5 12.5 3
Nicola Butcher 10.8 10.8 10.8 1
Bob Gilmour 9.5 9.5 9.5 1
Fred Mills 8.5 1.0 9.5 9.5 2
Anne Whellock 1 5.0 1.0 2.0 9.0 9.0 4
Janet Bailey 5.0 3.0 8.0 8.0 2
Michael Chapman 3.0 3.0 6.0 6.0 2
Paul Brooks 3.0 1.0 4.0 4.0 2
Reg Hackett 1.0 2.8 3.8 3.8 2

Final Team League 2002
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Burnt Mud

Giles Greenslade 5 10 10.2 10.8 10.2 10.1 10.3 10.8 10.3 87.70
Paul Allaway 3 6.7 10.2 10.7 9.6 9.7 9.8 8.9 10.6 79.20
Tony Young 3 9 10 7 9 10 9 4 3 64.00

230.90

VW MG Trac

Adrian Dommett 5 10.0 5 20.00
David Haizelden 5 10.5 5 20.50
Bill Bennett 1 10.5 5 16.50

57.00
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FORTHCOMING CAR EVENTS 
 

DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
3rd January  MCC Exeter Championship   
19th January Clee Hills MAC Championship  
26th January Exmoor North Devon ACTC Invite 
2nd February Cotswold Clouds Stroud ACTC Invite 
9th February Launceston L&NCMC  
23rd February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy  
9th March Camel Heights Camel Vale  
9th March March Hare Falcon ACTC Invite 
24th March Northern Trial Fellside Championship  
7th April Kyrle Ross & District Championship  
19th April Lands End MCC Championship   
4th May  Kimber MGCC  
14th July Testing Trial MCC  
15th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship  
22nd September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship  
5th October Edinburgh MCC Championship  
12th October Ebworth Stroud & District ACTC Invite 
20th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship  
27th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship  
3rd November Tarka North Devon ACTC Invite 
9th November Mechanics Trial Stroud ACTC Invite 
17th November Bodmin Camel Vale ACTC Invite 
24th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship  
1st December Allen BMC&LCC Championship  
8th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship  
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