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Insurance for competitors by competitors 
 

We can insure any competition car for: 
 

  ● Road use 
         (even for Classic Trials vehicles) 
 

  ● On event accident 
 

  ● Personal injury 
 

 ● Service vehicles 
  including spares and tools 

 

TEL: 0115 941 5255 
FAX: 0115 941 5215 

 

For further information contact Richard 
Egger, Tracey Saucedo or Nik Kershaw 

 

www.competition-car-insurance.co.uk 

 

 

The Fack Trials Differential 
 

A bolt in conversion for Escort & BMC ‘A’ Series axles 
Now well known in classic trials as well as sporting trials where it originated, 
this unit has solve the diff problem for those cars using Escort or BMC ‘A’ 
series axles. Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, 
instead of two in the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller 
bearings. No production components are used, and the superb new casing is 
machined from solid high grade steel. 
 

It is not cheap at approx. £465 (no VAT) but what price can you put on having 
the confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your results are 
bound to improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and still be 
able to drive home after the event! Ford units only from stock (as of Feb 2001) 

 
 

NEW – Roller diff pin conversion for Morgans using the 7HA Salisbury axle 
(most 4/4s), may also be suitable for  3HA (TR engined +4), only £60 

 
 

Julian Fack, Orchard Farm, Shareshill, Wolverhampton WV10 7LE 
Or leave a message on 07626 954208 at any time 

j.fack@virgin.net 

Cover photographs : 
 
Nigel Allen   2000 Crackington Trophy Champion on Burledge 
 
Michael Crocker  2000  Pouncy Trophy Champion on Jenny Wren 
 
Adrian Dommett   2000 Wheelspin League Champion on High Bray 
 
(Photographs by: Derek Hibbert) 
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EDITORIAL 
 
 

Editor: Pat Toulmin                   Assistant Editor: Dennis Greenslade 
4, Briery Lands         Lanner Mill 
Heath End          Saint Allen 
Snitterfield          Truro 
Stratford on Avon          TR4 9AX 
CV37 0PP          Email: dgmotorsport@talk21.com 
 

Tel:  01789 731332 
Fax:  01789 730082 
Email: ptoulmin@motorcars.free-online.co.uk 
 

ACTC Website : www.actc.org 
 
 
You will notice that  the web address has changed. Andrew Brown registered this 
for the Association and we are now promoting it. The old address still works, as the 
pages haven’t actually moved, but this address gives a more professional image 
(and it’s shorter to remember!) 
 
It is excellent news that Foot and Mouth seems to be well on its way out, although 
many farmers are still having to keep to their strict cleaning regimes and there is 
always a possibility that it could return if people are not too careful. However 100 of 
our local farmer’s sheep went to Cumbria this week for restocking, so things are 
definitely looking up. Wonder if I’ll recognise them on the Northern – they were 
opposite my kitchen window for weeks. 
 
I had a momentous response to the quiz in the last but one issue – NIL entries. By 
the way the rider was Brian Osborn, so he and I will have to sample the wine. This 
brings me on to a constant moan. Except for a few great people who regularly send 
me material and those of you who willingly (or otherwise!) respond to Dennis’ or my 
requests I get very little unsolicited copy. If this continues there is a small risk that 
this magazine will begin to sound the same. You don’t have to use a computer and 
email it to me, you don’t have to have A-level English Literature (or even O-level or -
GCSE) and you don’t have to write pages and pages. Snippets of news, 
photographs etc – that kind of thing would be great. 
 
At the very least some feedback would be appreciated – perhaps you don’t like the 
magazine, perhaps you don’t read it………? Is it good for fire-lighting? Are there 
things you would like to see featured? 
 
 
I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a great and successful New Year. 
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Simon 
Says 
 
I am writing this just after hearing the 
news that Cumbria's status as a Foot & 
Mouth area has been downgraded.   
This must be great news for all triallers 
as it implies that all the 2002 season's 
events will run quite normally. 
 
A normal season with lots of varied 
events spreading from Newquay in the 
South to Carlisle in the north.  This 
spread will give competitors lots of 
different terrain to try and hopefully lots 
of things to talk about.   It is clear from 
this year that without the stimulus of 
competing, there is very little 
communication between competitors, 
and therefore very little debate about 
what is right or wrong with our sport.   
There was a brief flurry of activity on 
the Classical Gas website {http://
communities.msn.co.uk/
ClassicalGasForTrialsenthusiasts for 
those of you who have not yet 
discovered this } on the subject of MCC 
reclassification certificates.    
 
This threw up a thought which I found 
strangely quite gratifying, and that is 
that whilst a large number of our regular 
competitors are woefully ignorant of the 
rules of our sport it is clear that they 
can still have fun and their own varying 
degrees of success, and their 
ignorance of the fine print matters not 
one jot. In too many sports, and 
encyclopaedic knowledge of the 
rulebook is a prerequisite for any hope 
of even mild success.   In ours such 
knowledge just implies that you are 
taking it too seriously.     

 
 
The debate did, however, highlight the 
status of Class 7 which is something of 
a catchall class containing fairly tightly 
legislated "kit" cars, and very loosely 
legislated production cars modified 
beyond permitted limits.    
 
This latter group are a very wide 
church, comprising at one end cars that 
have been built for and are used for a 
sport which has a slightly different set 
of rules defining what is "production" 
and at the other end, cars that are 
pushing the boundaries between 
"modified beyond permitted limits" and 
purpose built specials based on 
production components.  More than one 
car has been tipped over the edge into 
Class 8 because the Technical Panel 
felt that it pushed the limits too far and 
others have been pulled back into the 
C7 fold and a "kit" definition created for 
them.   
 
Surrounding these cars is another 
group of vehicles which the owners 
would argue cannot be brought up to a 
competitive level to match the current 
class 8 as either this would compromise 
their historic status or it is simply not 
technically possible.    
 
The biggest problem with these 
vehicles is judging just how many there 
actually are, and just how keen their 
owners are to use them.   The cynic in 
me says that in many cases the 
claimed lack of competitiveness hides 
the real excuse that the owners don't 
fancy another cold evening fettling the 
car in an unheated garage.   On the 
other hand, I can also understand that 
the certain foreknowledge that you are 
going to fail everything does tend to 
make one ask why one is bothering to 
put up with the discomfort.    
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I must therefore argue that help is at 
hand.   The new MCC Class 0 is an all 
encompassing class that should fit all 
these cars to a "T".  I would therefore 
urge all the owners of these vehicles to 
get them ready for Class 0 and start 
using them.    
 
I would also urge all the currently 
competing friends of these owners to 
encourage and help them get these 
cars out again.   If they turn up in 
significant numbers then there is every 
possibility that once some form of 
commonality between them can be 
established then a place can be found 
for them in the regular class structure.    
Until they actually appear on events, 
then their existence must remain a 
myth, and legislators are not going to 
waste their time making rules for myths. 

A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL

THE ULTRABURN UNIT
A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR 

VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES
GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES

PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT

FIT AN ULTRABURN UNIT NOW

AVAILABLE FROM
R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR

Main Distributors to the vintage and classic movement
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list

ACTC wish you all a 
very merry 

Christmas and a 
very happy New 
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2001 was to have been a 
celebration of 100 years of 
motorsport, with the 
appropriate thanks and 
reflections.  MAC managed to 
go ahead with their wonderful 
Shelsley weekend, but MCC 
will have to wait another few 
months.  Unfettered by 
competition restrictions 
however, many gathered on 
10th November to honour the 
pioneering efforts of S.F. Edge 
and colleagues who met at 
Frascati’s restaurant in London 
within months of the reign of 
Queen Victoria. 
 
(Did you know that in the same year 
was instigated the Nobel Prize for the 
greatest contribution to mankind.....?) 
 
So in this theme of reflection and lull 
before the onrush of sporting activity in 
2002, I have taken the opportunity to 
review aspects from the similarly early 
days of ACTC, and to highlight some of 
the issues taxing the Council of 20 
years ago. 
 
The first thing I notice in looking at the 
archives is how much of the material is 
typed and Gestetner’d or handwritten. 
 
The inaugural meeting was held on 24th 
June 1979 at the Swan Hotel, Thame, 
and called "in the fear that certain 
proposed changes in Government 
legislation could harm our sport of 
Classic trials, if left unchallenged or not 
presented with sufficient weight of 
backing as in the case of individual 
clubs." MCC, SDMC, SODC, Falcon, 
Bristol and Black Palfrey MC’s were 
represented: all other clubs known to 
have put on classic trials in the past, 
plus those who planned to in the future, 
would be notified of the new Association 
and would be informed of the advantage 

of running events to Classic regulations. 
 
Within 6 months a committee was 
formed, including many familiar names 
known or still serving. 
 
Within one year a major advantage for 
trials organisers had been secured with 
the RAC MSA.  At that time, as a result 
of the actions of other branches of 
motor sport, classic trials organisers 
had been required by MSA regulations 
to undertake blanket PR work on all 
'yellow roads’.  However, owing to the 
lack of evidence of complaints against 
classic trials vs. night rallies, this 
unnecessary request was strenuously 
resisted by ACTC and was dropped 
from the regs. In 1981. 
 
Of concern at this time was the CRoW 
predecessor, the Wildlife and 
Countryside Bill (what goes around, 
comes around!).  This Bill was one of 
the 'fears’ behind ACTC formation, and 
envisaged a wholesale downgrading of 
rights of way, having the effect that 
many of our traditional sections would 
be lost.  The RAC was kept thoroughly 
appraised by the Association to ensure 
representation safeguarding our sport, 
with Martyn Halliday and John West 

Sect’s 
Spin 

6 

Terry Coventry
T.C. SERVICES

Specialists in
REWIRING, MODIFICATIONS,

CUSTOM LOOMS ETC.
ON MODERN, CLASSIC, KIT CARS

& TRIALS CARS OF ALL TYPES

FAULT FINDING & BREAKDOWN SERVICE
ON VEHICLES OLD AND NEW

RING TERRY on 01285 760756 or 0973 551376
Cowcombe Cottage, Cowcombe Hill, STROUD, GL6 8HP

taking up the watchful eyes now 
maintained by Andrew Brown. 
 
Within another year having grown to a 
10 club membership a championship 
was mooted, it being felt that this would 
be in the sport’s best interest.  
Previously, Chester M.C.’s David Paull 
championship had played an important 
role, but Chester membership was 
required: if the Association undertook a 
championship, the members of all clubs 
within it would be eligible.  Richard 
Andrews drew up draft regulations and 
John West prepared a guide to 
organisers. 
 
Technical topics of the time: Simon 
Woodall’s comments about competitor’s 
vehicles with noisy exhausts lead to the 
early ideas for monitoring scrutineering, 
fiddle brakes and ‘grip’ tyres were being 
banned, and Eric Wall raised SDMC’s 

concerns about the roller diff. test 
proving ineffectual. 
 
Organisationally, a novice award was 
proposed, as were mixed class teams: 
and there were already competitor 
comments about too many events 
bunched on successive weekends! 
 
And Mr West recommended that ACTC 
consider becoming a limited liability 
company! 
 
Fast forward 20 years…… 
 
Wishing you a happy Christmas and 
active 2002 
 
Adrian 
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The following is the text of the letter to 
competitors after the MG Car Club 
Midland Centre’s Autumn Trial at Burton 
Dassett, Warwickshire on 23rd 
September. It was compiled by clerk of 
the course, Brian Osborn, and John 
Arrowsmith, who was chief marshal. 
 
Thank you for attending this year's 
event either as an entrant or as a 
marshal, both are as important! We had 
only just finished when the rain came, 
so that most of you had headed 
homewards before we had chance to 
give our thanks in the traditional way, or 
to announce the class winners. 
 
From some of the comments received it 
would appear that you enjoyed 
yourselves, which is what it's all about. 
Even Alun Lewis and his conscripted 
passenger in the yellow Marlin who tried 
a bit of "fencing" on hill 2. From an 
organiser’s point of view - we were 
delighted with such a good and varied 
entry, and relieved that class 8 (who we 
had never had at Burton Dassett before) 
did not romp up all of the hills - perhaps 
22 psi had something to do with it? 
 
There were some very good scores 
considering where we put some of the 
sections. The lowest score was by Peter 
Manning in his Midget with 34 points 
lost, with Dudley Sterry in his famous 
MGJ2 Special not far behind with 41. 
The principal award, however, is for the 
"Best MG" on Index of Performance, 
and on this basis they both end up with 
scores of 67! To help resolve such ties 
we had a special test and on this Peter 
had a time of 43.9 sec's against 
Dudley's 53.31. In addition Dudley 
would have had a penalty for being 
supercharged if only I knew how to 
apply a co-efficient of 17:1 as per E 
12.4A of the MSA Blue Book. Therefore 
THE ALLEN TROPHY goes to Peter 
Manning once again, whilst we are 

pleased to 
see the 
AUTUMN 
CUP for the 
best pre-55 
MG going to 
the most 
famous 
trialler of the 
past few 
decades – 
the one and 
only Dudley Sterry. 
 

The Best Non MG went to Antony 
Young (VW Special) with a score of 60. 
The other awards went to Bill Bennett  
(MG J2), Rick Willoughby (Morris 
Minor), lan Ramsay (V W Beetle),Jim 
Loveday (Midget), and John Looker for 
being first in their class Ron Bailey (A7) 
for second in class 2, and Simon 
Woodall (VW 'Buggy) class 8 award. 
Best novice was Alun Lewis (Marlin), 
best non-expert David Manning 
(Midget), and best lady was Nicola 
Butcher (VW).  
 
As an addition to the regular awards we 
had the team competition , primarily to 
use the MG Inter-Centre Team Trophy 
(mentioned in Wheelspin) which was 
held over from the spring. The Best MG 
Team was the Abingdon Works Centre 
Team of Dudley Sterry, Peter Manning, 
and David Sheffield, with 138 points. 
Second was the SW Centre (Bill 
Bennett, lan Williamson & Jim Loveday) 
with 207 points, with the Midland Team 
(Roy Newton, Bernard Rengger, & Rick 
Willoughby) with 411 points. The 
“OTHER" Team award was between the 
VW team and the Falcon Team. The 
VWs (lan Ramsay, John Looker & Kieth 
Vipond) had a total of 282, beating the 
Falcons (Ed Nickel, Alun Lewis, & Ross 
Nuten) total of 294. 
Well done all of you! In addition wasn't it 
great to see the ex Toulmin/CAN May 
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MG PB Cream Cracker and the ex TT, 
NE Musketeer (on its first trial in many 
years) "Aramis" out on the hills. Thanks 
to lan Williamson and Peter Green for 
bringing them.  
 
Another auspicious re-union was that of 
the one time twin MG J2 Specials of 
Roy Newton and Dud Sterry. The first 
time together for about 20 years. Now 
not identical but very close, Roy's car 

being in its stage of development of 20 
years ago, whereas Dudley has kept his 
competitive with more modern 
machinery like VW Buggies and Trolls, 
etc. Our next trial should be The 
SPRING TRIAL at Lintridge Farm near 
Ledbury in March.  
 

RESULTS 

Name Marks Index Time  Name Marks Index Time 

Nick Kin 135 NA 72.8  Jim Knight 139 120 77.3 

Nigel Taylor 141 NA 57  Jim Loveday 67 74 56.06 

Stewart Ikin NS    Tracy Joslin 140 121 60.58 

Rich Houlgate 79 105 48.67  David Whitham 153 132 53.52 

Andy Fox 85 113 49.63  David Sheffield 63 124 48.58 

Bill Bennett 65 87 40.78  David Manning 55 108 55.39 

Robert Renshaw 86 115 60.8  Michael Weeks 71 140  

David Dye 74 99 38.53  Peter Manning 34 67 43.9 

Roy Newton 123 164   Colin Weeks 74 145  

Ron Bailey 72 96 33.99  Perce Harden 140 275 48.39 

Richard Newton 167 222   John Looker 93 96 62.7 

Peter Green 151 201 68.12  John Knott 143 147  

Ian Williamson 75 100 45.63  Keith Vipond 100 103 85.2 

Andrew Taylor 128 171 46.4  Alun Lewis 104 107 60.07 

Rick Willoughby 149 99 81.7  Charlie Williams 122 126 58.47 

Stuart Duck 162 108 90.5  Simon Woodall 62 103 43.08 

Bernard Rennger 152 101 78.3  Dudley Sterry 41 67 53.31 

Matthew Bowen 174 116 91.4  Antony Young 60 98 49.33 

Ian Ramsay 89 95 61.03  Barry Clarke 70 115 68.8 

Richard Tomkins R    Vince Daniels 71 116 47.53 

Alex Ramsay 120 128 58.34  Nicola Butcher 106 174 62.8 

Ed Nickel 114 121 45.83  Carl Talbot 75 123 37.12 

David Russell R    Harry Butcher 91 149 49.03 

Pete Tincknel 110 95 41.79  Ross Nuten 76 125 47.02 



9 

 

MG Autumn Trial. Above: John Looker on the Bomb-Hole. (Photo: D Omerod) 
Below: R Newtom’s MG J2 Special being refuelled by his son and watched by C of 
C Brian Osborn. (Photo: Paul Hipkiss)  
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Exmoor Clouds Trial Sunday 
21 October 2001 – A Trial in 
Waiting    

 

by Paul Allaway 
 

Trialling's second event of the second 
half of 2001 was long awaited by 
everyone in the trialling fraternity. So 
early Sunday on 21 October Tina and I 
joined Dave and Aaron Haizelden, Mike 
Collins and Tony Chamberlin in a class 
1 convoy to Raleigh Cross for the start. 
As with the best laid plans things got off 
to a good start with me starting to feel 
unwell on our way there. Having got 
there in good time we joined the end of 
the scrutineering queue. However, a 
large number of class eight cars were 
late and joined the scrutineering queue 
at the beginning of it, thus delaying all 
those who waited patiently in line. 
 
Eventually scrutineering was dealt with 
and we were able to sign on and take 
the start. The first hill was beside one of 
Wimbleball’s dams called Steep Lane. 
This is a hill I cleaned last year and just 
to make it interesting I failed it this year 
by being too cautious and not wanting 
to damage the tyres and wheels. The 
only saving grace was that my brother 
Andrew was not navigating for me this 
year as I would have had to open the 
sun roof and both front windows to let 
the blue air out! A gentle roll back and a 
quick burst of power allowed us to clean 
the hill. Pity I didn't do that the first time! 
 
Anyway, a six mile run took us to the 
infamous Port Lane. Last year only 
class 8s were sent up it. This year we 
all got a go at it, after an unfortunate 2 
hour delay. While waiting to attack the 
hill I had plenty advice about Port Lane, 
all of which was of no help at all as the 
Astra got airborne at the first corner and 
refused to have anything more to do 

with the hill. Having seen the holes in 
just that section of the hill I suggest the 
organisers change the name to Cluster 
Bomb Alley. Having reversed out of the 
section we then had a 7 mile run to 
Northmoor section. 
 
Northmoor was much drier last year and 
I was able to clean it in the Astra. 
However, this year conditions were 
wetter and the bottom of the hill was a 
sea of mud by the time I reached it. 
While readying the car to start the hill I 
noticed a dip in the ground just on the 
start line. After a conversation with the 
start marshals I started the Astra just in 
front of the dip. Having built up speed 
from the start the Astra failed to gain 
enough momentum to clean the hill. So 
we had to take a 5. It was also obvious 
that we would have to return to the 
special test at the top of the hill via the 
entrance road we had just come down 
to reach Northmoor Hill. We had to wait 
a considerable time before we could 
return to the top of the hill to do the 
special test. Having completed special 
test 1 we had a short run to Ski Slope. 
Well, what can you say about Ski 
Slope? Low pressures and plenty of 
throttle resulted in an 8. Having returned 
to the bottom, and re-inflated the tyres it 
was off to Pin Quarry. 
 
Pin Quarry has a scary adverse camber 
slope and a large tree just by the 10 
marker. This was a particularly 
frustrating hill as I just failed to get the 
Astra onto the track above which would 
have possibly allowed a better score. A 
run of 8.3 miles took us to Allercott. On 
the run to Allercott I considered retiring 
as I was still feeling unwell and the 
Astra and I were not on the same 
wavelength. All this combined to 
shorten my temper. However, as with all 
good navigators(!) I was firmly put in my 
place and told to continue. On arrival at 
Allercott there was a little queue mainly 
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because the start of the section had 
been moved back from last year. The 
first section of the hill was a gentle 
roller-coaster leading to a muddy 
right-hander and then onto a muddy 
left-hander, up a steep incline to a very 
bumpy straight section taken in almost 
blinding sunlight. Fortunately I just 
caught sight of the marshal at the end of 
the section and more by luck than 
judgement the Astra cleaned the 
section. (Thanks to the marshal for 
pointing us in the right direction, even if I 
could only just make him out in the 
strong sunlight.) 
 
Having got the first clean of the day and 
a very precarious exit from the Allercott 
section we drove to the section entrance 
to blow up the tyres. While blowing the 
tyres up Mike Collins and Tony 
Chamberlin arrived in their Golf having 
had to make some running repairs to the 
left-hand rear shock absorber because 
the lower spring mount had broken. With 
tyres inflated it was a 7 mile run to 
Lena's, a new section to me. Lena's was 
to cause another long wait. Dave 
Haizelden always the showman and 
willing to stick his Golf where no other 
Golf has been before was the cause of 
the hold-up. Dave and drive shafts have 
not got along all that well recently as any 
one who witness his exit from the 
Ebworth Trial will know. Dave it appears 
broke an inner left-hand cv joint on the 
ascent of Lena's. Just to make it 
interesting Dave was to be rescued by a 
Range Rover. However, the Range 
Rover proceeded to fall over and had to 
be rescued by tractor! All this drama 
held every one up. Eventually the Range 
Rover recovered Dave, Aaron and the 
green Golf to the entrance road. 
Fortunately for Dave, Mike Collins had 
also turned up and guess what? Mike 
had a left-hand drive shaft in the back of 
his Golf, so everyone was treated to an 
entertaining display by Mr Haizelden 

changing a left-hand drive shaft while 
regaling the circle of on-lookers with 
tales of previous broken drive shafts. 
After all this merriment it was our turn to 
attack Lena's and for once the Astra was 
on full song and nearly made the 6 
marker had it not been for a large bump 
on which the sump guard stuck. 
 
We made our way out of Lena's and 
onto the very steep descent to the short 
run to Middlecombe. On arrival at 
Middlecombe it appeared a bit rocky so I 
added some more air to the front tyres. 
Middlecombe provided our second clean 
of the day, so with more air in the tyres it 
was a short run across the main road to 
Hinden. Last year this was a clean for us 
and this year proved no different. After 
Hinden we had a run through Minehead 
which involved a tour of the sea front 
due to a wrong turn but back on the right 
route and along a RUPP we reached 
Aville Ball. Last year my brother Andrew 
and I retired from the event on this hill 
with a fuel leak from the Astra's fuel tank 
so this was to be a new hill. I found the 
section very bumpy with a lot of tree 
roots exposed but the Astra made it to 
the 5 marker. We were now travelling in 
company with Mike Collins and pushed 
on to Vinegar Hill. Again a new section 
to me so tyre pressures had to be 
guessed at and I suspect I chose too 
low as the Astra's sump guard grounded 
out on the 6 marker. So I returned to the 
bottom of the hill to inflate the tyres and 
wait for Mike. We set off for the last 
special test at Maddocks, which was 5 
miles away. By the time we reached this 
section it was getting dark. Having 
dispatched Maddocks we drove on to 
Tarr Cott. Much to our surprise there 
was a considerable number of cars 
waiting to ascend the hill. It was also 
getting on for 7.00 pm when we rolled 
up to the start of the section. Mike 
Collins was already on the section in the 
pitch dark and unfortunately came close 
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Ton Up! 
 

The Midland Automobile Club has published a book celebrating their first 100 
years. Edited by Jonathan and Pat Toulmin it chronicles all of the club’s 
activities – hillclimbs (of course!), sprints, races, rallies, sporting trials, classic 
trials and various social events. Did you know the MAC organised a balloon 
race? Did you know about the  Darraq ambulance car in the 1st World War? 
 

240 pages, 180 photos (with 80 in colour) - many of them NEVER published 
before, laminated hardback with dust jacket. High quality coated paper. 
 

Full appendices, including founder members, club officials, and winners of all 
major MAC events. Index of over 700 names, 
including many world famous drivers. 
 

ONLY £15.95 (+ £6 post and packing) 
 
To order: 
Phone 01789 731332 
Fax      01789 730082 
Email   ptoulmin@motorcars.free-online.co.uk 

to injuring a marshal because the 
marshals had no lights, radio 
communication or whistles and were 
having to walk the section to 
communicate with one another. 
 
As the closing car was already at the 
section while I was waiting my turn, it 
was decided to not endanger the 
marshals any further and so myself and 
a couple of other competitors did not 
run the section. With tyres re-inflated we 
had a dash to the next section Dick's Bit 
of Rough some 6.5 miles away. On the 
way to the section we met other 
competitors coming in the opposite 
direction who stopped and told us the 
hill was cancelled. With a bit of map 
reading we made our way back to 
Raleigh's Cross to sign off. 
 

Despite the problems Minehead Motor 
Club must be congratulated on running 
a classic trial in such difficult 
circumstances. Congratulations also to 
Gina Mallett who did an exceptional job 
in getting to the finish in her first trial. 
And on a personal note 'Thank you to 
everyone who asked how I was feeling. 
I'm OK now or perhaps it should be as 
right as I'll ever be!! 
 
 

Exmoor Clouds photos 
opposite: 
 

Waiting for the Start by Anne 
Whellock 
 

Dave Haizelden on Ski Slope 
by Murray  MacDonald 
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Exmoor Clouds Trial 22 
October 2001 

by Julia Browne 
 
We were really looking forward to the 
Clouds after the FMD-enforced lay-off 
since the Exmoor in January.  Even 
when it rained for the whole week 
leading up to it, we were still being 
positive and thinking that at least it 
would be a ride, and how could it 
possibly be worse than last year?  Well, 
you live and learn. 
 
The route wasn’t issued in advance, 
presumably in case there were last 
minute changes, so we got our route-
cards at the start, and we were straight 
into what I have heard Richard Dawe 
refer to as ‘the first special test’ – 
winding the route onto your road-book 
holder.  It’s a bit more of challenge in 
the car park.   
 
Steep Lane at Wimbleball Dam was the 
first section, and though the ride across 
the adverse camber of the field down to 
it was quite scary, the section itself 
didn’t really give any trouble.  Is that 
why we use Port Lane?  I’ve said all I 
can about it on other occasions.  Keith 
Johnston (Cotton) was nearing the 
summit when he found Mike Maddocks 
(unruly XR600) spread across the track 
in front of him throwing his toys out of 
his pram as hard as he could.  “I was 
going to claim a baulk,” Keith said when 
we met him later at Snapbox Cross.  
Mike looked very impressed.  “Oh,” he 
said, “Were you clean up until then?”  
“Not exactly,” came the reply.  Of 
course there are always a handful of 
supermen who clean it, and then there 
is the rest of the field. 
 
So – running about 2 hours late after 
only the second section, we rode on to 
the third, Northmoor, and were waved 

into the darkest recesses of the woods 
for the third section.  It was quite 
slippery, starting in a mud hole and 
turning through 180 degrees before 
climbing up through the woods.  We 
watched Keith leave the start line and 
spin away up the climb, and we 
watched with mounting unease as he 
struggled to get off the restart line.  He 
appeared to be working his way 
gradually sideways down through the 
trees back towards us. Eventually he 
got off and nudged the bike along 
manually, so did get going and 
disappeared out of sight.  Mike got 
away nicely but failed without warning 
on the climb up towards the restart, 
losing his grip on the both the mud and 
any vestiges of good humour which may 
have remained after an un-discussed 
debacle at Port Lane.  The bike didn’t 
want to start again.  Ever. So that was 
that. Mike would have to retire.  The 
bike would probably deign to get him 
home but if he attempted any more 
sections and got the engine hot and 
crabby, the risk was that he would 
become stuck at the bottom of 
something.  If the marshals weren’t 
going to push him out, then he would 
have to stay there until the engine had 
gone cold again. We swapped bumbags 
so I had the toolkit and he had the 
thermos, and I tagged on to Caroline 
Harris (Serow) and her crew, as I have 
a perfectly reasonable terror of riding on 
my own. There is relative safety in 
numbers. 
 
In previous years, Ski Slope has not 
given me any trouble, but this was not 
any previous year.  Off the start, into 
second, medium revs, run up onto the 
grass, back wheel starts to spin … 
whatever I do now is going to end badly.  
Feather the throttle and the gradient 
starts to win; click down to first and the 
slippery grass wins.  The bike went 
down fairly hard and buried its left 
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handlebar into the earth up to the 
switches – about five inches in – and 
please note that I hadn’t even footed 
until I fell off. Luckily the guys who had 
just baled Caroline out of a very similar 
predicament were still there, and they 
got me picked up and turned around 
pretty quickly.  Ski Slope didn’t give 
everybody trouble, it was only the 
chosen few… 
 
Pin Quarry claimed a lot of people at the 
8 board, myself included, but then I fell 
off on the ride out of Pin Quarry; I didn’t 
see anybody else manage that… 
 
We rode a nice little RUPP on the way 
to Allercott – if only the sections were 
more like this, we guys on stupidly big 
unwieldy machinery might have a 
sporting chance – but no, the sections 
are rather more like Allercott.  The usual 
route through the quarry was changed 
this year and I thought it was better, 
even after I had fallen off and been 
helped out of the section. 
 
I was needing to look for petrol by now, 
so I left Caroline’s troupe having an 
impromptu elevenses and hooked up 
with Keith (Cotton) and Reuben 
(Triumph), who waited for me in the lay-
by at Bratton Court Woods while I 
rushed into Minehead and refuelled.  On 
my return we were ready to head into 
the woods to look for two new sections.  
And they were lovely.  Lena’s was very 
rough, a steep and muddy climb with 
just enough grip to keep you going, and 
Middlecombe, close after it, was similar 
but with more grass cover.  Both of them 
could be blasted and I really appreciated 
these two.  Both these sections only 
claimed a smattering of victims – yes I 
was one of them – and must have been 
put in especially to boost failing spirits. 
We met up with Tom Beckerleg back on 
the road. He was looking remarkably 
fresh and composed when I consider 

that he must have ridden through the 
same terrain. All four of us agreed that 
there is limited appeal in creeping 
through the deep, slippery stuff waiting 
for the front end to go, and unlimited 
enjoyment in being able to crack it open 
and really get going up a steep climb. 
 
Hindon didn’t go too badly for me, 
though the restart box was very wet.  
Keith did a pirouette for the benefit of 
the lady on the restart and made her 
laugh.  Some blokes have that talent.  
Through Minehead and up over 
Timberscombe where we had our own 
impromptu elevenses (about three 
o’clock).  Human refuelling needs now 
met, we rode on to Aville Ball, a section 
of some renown from last year.  If I had 
footed anywhere I would ridden straight 
through the restart, but damn it, I was 
going brilliantly for once, and made the 
fatal error of attempting the restart.  
Sure enough, the bike locked up in the 
box and skidded out and onto its side.  I 
could have got my penalties with much 
less effort if I’d only kept going.  And I 
wasn’t the only one to fail the restart!  
Apologies to Keith, who happened to be 
watching and who helped me pick it up.  
He strangely declined my offer to let him 
start it again… 
 
Vinegar Hill came next, and again I 
attempted the restart, only succeeding in 
tiring myself and a valiant bunch of 
marshals still further.  Reuben had the 
wonderful idea of forgetting all about it 
and looked first surprised when I asked 
how he’d done the restart, and then 
pleased at having had the better plan.  
 
Second special test, Maddocks, is a 
figure Z up a track across a hillside, and 
I’ve never managed the top corner 
nicely yet.  I didn’t this year, either.  All 
three of us put in very similar times, 
which I found hugely reassuring, and 
with us now clear of Maddocks, we 
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headed on to join the queue at Tarrcott, 
the longest section in the world.  I found 
Tarrcott a bit messy this year and 
actually spun to stop before the restart – 
where it isn’t steep at all, but I am 
encouraged to see from the results that 
I wasn’t alone in this. 
 
I heartily approved of the last section of 
the day, Dick’s Bit of Rough.  It was 
another rough, steep old blast up 
through the woods – the ride up to it 
was wonderful, the track switchbacks 
through the trees for about a mile – and 
the section was ideal for something like 
my XR.  I think I ricocheted off the 
banks a couple of times, but it was nice 
to be able to gun it in second gear for 
once.  I’m sure Mike would have made 
third or even fourth gear, but he was 
already home drinking tea by the fire.  I 
rang him when we got back to Ralegh’s 
Cross, just to let him know that one of 
us had finished.  
 
Ray Gerring on his KMX200 was the top 
bike overall, only being caught out on 
Steep Lane and Port Lane; obviously 
there is something to be said for having 

a scrambles background.  Class A1 was 
won by something other than a Serow - 
Vic Vaughan, riding an XL.  After him, 
the Serows started to line up, with 
Kenneth Hooper one point behind on 15 
and Buster in third on 18.   All three of 
them cleaned Port Lane.  Ben Falconer 
on a Pampera was first in class A2 with 
27, and Tony Falconer brought his 
Pampera home in third place on 36 
points.  They were split for second place 
by Stephen Dayman’s  Suzuki TS250 
on 28.  All three of them  stumbled on 
Port Lane (Hoorah!)  Class B was a 
runaway win on 22 for Glen Jones riding 
a WR426 Yamaha, while class C went 
to Dave Chick with his Ariel HT5 on 14, 
which is the second lowest score for the 
day.  Second place went to Stephen 
Hill, also HT5-mounted, on 32.  The 
ladies award went to Caroline Harris 
(Serow) on 37 and class E, the chairs, 
was won by Ray Aldworth  and Ian Bell 
in their Yamaha wasp outfit. 

Exmoor Clouds 2001 
by Philip Roberts 

 
Roger my navigator and I were looking 
forward to the event as it was the first 
one for us since January. The old Mk 1 
Escort duly cleaned and serviced  after 
its rest in the garage  was raring to go. 
We arranged to meet in Tiverton and 
set off in rather misty conditions for 
Raleighs Cross and the start. There was 
a different scrutineering point from last 
year, which caused a bit of confusion as 
vehicles queuing for scrutineering were 
blocking the way of vehicles which had 
been scrutineered and were making 
their way to the start.  

 
There was a long wait to be scutineered 
but once we arrived at one of the two 
bays we were efficiently dealt with and 
sent on our way to sign on. We put on 
our numbers and then went over to 
admire Paul Bartleman’s new Troll 
( sorry Ford Special ). His Mum had 
very bravely volunteered to be his 
navigator on only the second time out in 
the new mount. 
 
Promptly on our duly appointed time we 
set off for the first section Steep Lane. 
The access to this section in previous 
years has been more hazardous than 
the section itself due to the slippery 
nature of the grassy descent. However 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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this year there was a different route, 
which was much safer and well 
marked out. Also to our surprise there 
was a different start point on the 
corner before the hill. A long stony 
climb which we managed without 
letting very much air out of the tyres at 
all. 
 

Next section Port Lane. Disaster, we 
had a 2 hour wait on the road through 
the village before we could attempt 
the section and then we ground to a 
halt at 6 due to lack of clearance. The 
only way out of this section is the way 
you came up, or didn’t, as the case 
may be. I’m not sure why the 
organisers bother with this section for 
classes other than 8 as it just causes 
the whole trial to run late and creates 
unnecessary disturbance for the 
village. 
 
On to Northmoor. Despite almost 
failing to make it round the first corner 
we managed to clean the section as 
most did in class 3. Very muddy 
special test at the top, which we 
completed in a fairly decent time. 
 
Ski Slope next. This is a very daunting 
section viewed from the bottom. A 
very long muddy straight climb. We 
managed 9, which according to 
marshal Mark Hodges was not a bad 
attempt. We were beaten in our class 
by Clive Kalber, Charles Hayward and 
David Turner in the BMW. I reckon he 
should be in a different class than 
those with a solid read axle. 
 
Pin Quarry. Only managed 10 here as 
very large tree jumped out in front of 
us and had to back off in avoidance 
losing momentum and grip. Was 
disappointed with this and was 
surprised on receiving the results that 
most (even Mr Turner ) didn’t do much 
better. I don’t know how he does it but 

Clive managed the only clean in the 
class. 
 
Waiting for the next section Allercott 
there were superb views across to 
South Wales. By this time the sun was 
shining and there was a clear blue 
sky. This was a nice section and an 
interesting climb. We got just to the 2 
marker and I thought we should have 
had a 1 but the marshal said 2. We 
was robbed. 
 
Section 7 Lena’s. Waiting at the 
bottom of this section we observed 
Clive Kalber adopt a very strange 
angle in his Escort as he tried to 
reverse down. It was most dangerous 
and he nearly rolled it. It was our turn 
to attempt the left hand bend over a 
series of bumps and then a right hand 
bend. However for some reason I 
couldn’t get the power down and the 
revs up at the bottom of the section 
and we bogged down without getting 
very far at all to score 9. 
 
Middlecombe. A clean straight climb. 
Clear. 
 
Hindon. Had to wait 45 mins for a car 
to be removed from the section. I think 
it was Dave Haizelden who had some 
sort of mechanical problem. Blinding 
sunshine on the way up made it very 
difficult to see where we were going. 
Just kept foot down and hoped for the 
best. Cleaned OK. 
 
Avill Ball. Met Giles Greenslade at the 
bottom on his way down who 
described the section as not worth 
breaking the car on. A wooded section 
with tree stumps. 5 scored but no 
major problems.  
 
Vinegar Hill. Straight in, straight on, 
straight up and straight out clean. 
Very nice lady marshal with big smile. 
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Special test 2 Maddox next did not 
present us with any problems and we 
got a fairly good time. 
 
Tarr Cott. The only section where we 
had a restart. Through stream at bottom 
and on to start. Must have let too much 
air out of the tyres as we ground to a 
halt at 11 with both rear tyres off the 
ground. The diff resting on the solid stuff 
in the middle. 
 
Dicks bit of Rough. Getting very dark by 
now but marshals sent us on our way to 
attempt the section. Cleaned despite a 

puncture on the way up. 
 
This section was deleted from the 
results without explanation. A reason to 
accompany the notification of results 
would have been nice.  
 
In conclusion if it hadn’t been for the 
long delay for Port Lane this would have 
been a really good trial and the last 
section would have been completed in 
daylight and counted towards the final 
result.  
 

Public Liability Whilst 
Competing 

by Richard Egger 
 
I will try to make this as exciting as 
possible, but we are talking of the Law 
and Insurance, which must rank as the 
world's two driest subjects. 
 

Firstly we should define “competing” and 
as good a definition as any is taking part 
in an activity where there are “results”.  
So a group of friends trekking across the 
country, even if they have agreed a route 
are not competing, but if they set a time 
schedule and produce results, even 
informally they are competing. 
 

If there is no timing but some other 
means of producing a result is used, say 
traversing a particular road without 
penalty this is a “competition”. 
 

Just to make things even more exciting, 
if you are just driving from one point to 
another, with or without timing, if you are 
following the organisers instructions you 
are competing. (Even if you are lost and 
failing to follow the organisers 
instructions) but of course we never get 
lost! 
 

OK now we know when you are 
competing.  So when are you in a public 
place?  Just about everywhere the public 
can wander in to. Whether or not they 
have to pay, after all the Dartford tunnel 
is a public place, so is Tesco’s car park, 
and the village green.  But if access is 
controlled, i.e. marshals controlling 
competitors, and any spectators this is 
not a public place. (Now you see why 
organisers hang MOTORSPORT IS 
DANGEROUS notices all over the place 
just to make the point.) 
 

So if you do a Trial, Classic, Production, 
Sporting, AWD or Bike (what have I 
missed) when you are on a Hill (test), 
this is not public land, as there are 
notices and marshals to restrict access.  
The same is true when moving from Hill 
(test) to Hill (test) on the one site.  
However as soon as you drive off this 
“restricted” site and on to a road or link 
section.  Say up a “white road” (I know 
why they are called white, but the car 
never is when I go near one.) then you 
are in a public place and need your own 
insurance. 
 

Gosh nearly there. 
 

Forget the hills (tests) as you are 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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T i m  Wh el l o ck
V i n t a ge &  Sp or t s Ca r  Ser v i c es

Co m pet i t i on  P r ep a r at i on
Engines for trials, racing, hill-climbs, safety cut-out switches,

fire extinguisher installation

ACTC CRACKINGTON  CUP WINNER
MCC TRIPLE AWARD

WHY NOT LET US APPLY OUR CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING PREPARATION SKILLS
TO YOUR CAR. ALL CLASSES CATERED FOR.

Reliability brings Success

Tim Whellock 
Littlecombe Garage, Chaffcombe Road, Chard, Somerset TA20 1RR

Tel/Fax 01460 66434

 

Beetle Specialist Workshop 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NB: Although the advice is free, If that advice includes buying a product, it would be polite to buy it from us 
Stockists of Superblend Zero Lead 2000 – FBHVC Approved Lead Substitute – Will deliver to most trials 
 

Ballards Place  Eardiston  Tenbury Wells  Worcs  WR15 8JR 
Tel:  01584-881348                                          Fax:  01584-881684 

E-Mail:  BSW_HOLDINGS@COMPUSERVE.COM 

I.R.S. Conversions “Next Generation” Parts 

Spare Wheel Carriers 

T4 Engines 

Free Advice 

Carburettor Kits 

Oversize Barrels 

Restorations 
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covered by the organisers’ blanket 
policy, which usually comes via the 
MSA, or ACU but can be organised as a 
one off.   
 

Forget link sections on the same site, 
again you are covered by the 
organisers, For link sections off site 
(Note: - I am not calling them Road 
sections because I do not want to get 
side-tracked into defining a road.) you 
will need your own third party insurance. 
And this can be done in one of two 
ways. 
 

Buy it on the day (OK when you enter) 
from the organisers, there are two 
perfectly acceptable schemes in 
existence 1) Bowrings Scheme 
operated by Marsh Sports & Leisure 
Group.  2) Alexander Forbes Scheme 
(formerly Bradstock Scheme.  
Organisers will offer one of these, which 
is up to them. But be aware that the 
Bowrings scheme requires prior 
acceptance (the first time you use it) on 
an application obtained from the 

organisers.  Which is best who knows, 
but go with the organisers choice. 
 

Get it as a clearly defined extension to 
your existing policy, this will prove 
cheaper if you do any number of events.  
Ask your existing insurer, if they say NO 
use the organisers or move to an 
intelligent insurance company, there are 
a number who can help. Oh I feel a 
PLUG coming on I must resist.  What 
you must not do is ignore the question, 
nor accept woolly answers from your 
brokers. 
 
Finally there is no real problem, as the 
legislation was intended for the local 
“baseball cap and base speaker” types 
pratting about in car parks.  In the same 
way that the dangerous driving law also 
applies in all “public places” 
 
 
(This was written by a representative of  
Competition Car Insurance) 

Fourtune Engineering
T rials cars preparation & fabrication specialist

Complete car preparation & modifications
Windscreens made to your draw ings

T yre racks, sump guards etc
Air bottle repairs & refills

T rial tyre gauges 0 -3 0 psi w ith quick deflate valve
Needle Roller Diff Pins B Series axles

If you need it making or mending give me a ring.
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a  fortune.

4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos GL51 9TL
Junction 10 - M5

Tel: 01242 680620  Mobile: 07973 1289189
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History of the ACTC 
Clubs 
 

The Midland 
Automobile Club 
 

by Pat Toulmin with much 
help from the contributors 
to Ton Up!, the club’s 
centenary book and 
drawings by Melodie Nightingale) 
 
The Midland Automobile Club was 
founded in Birmingham on 11th January 
1901 at the Grand Hotel. Amongst those 
present included Herbert Austin, J.D. 
Siddeley, George, Fred and Frank 
Lanchester and Alfred Bird. The club's 
first sporting event was a hill climb on 
Gorcott Hill (nr. Alcester), held in early 
October 1901, when an Ariel Quadri-
cycle beat all the assembled petrol and 
steam-driven cars. A year later, a 
second event on Gorcott was won by the 
1902 Circuit d'Ardennes winning 
Panhard, driven by Harvey du Cros, Jnr., 
ahead of two Racing Wolsleys. In July 
1903, the Club took on the toughest 
challenge in the country, the 1000 yard 
gradient of Sun Rising Hill, between 
Stratford-on-Avon and Banbury. This 
event was won by a 20 hp Napier driven 
by Cecil Edge, other contestants 
including the Hon. C.S. Rolls (Panhard), 
Capt. Deasy (Rochet & Sneider) and 
Fred Bennett in the first Cadillac to be 
seen in this country. The next year, the 
entry for Sun Rising included S.F. Edge 
(the winner, driving a 20 hp Napier) and 
a trio of 28 h.p. Daimlers driven by 
Ernest Instone, Percy Martin and 
Edward Manville. Problems with a local 
landowner and the police, who put speed 
traps on the roads in the area, caused 
the club to look for suitable sites on 
private land. The first such event was 
held at Middle Hill House, Broadway, 
won by Percy Martin in a 'works' 
Daimler.  

At much 
the same 
time, the 
club was 
offered the 
use of a 
steep and 
winding 
bridle path 
in the 
grounds of 

the Court House Farm, Shelsley Walsh. 
Club officials quickly recognised its 
potential and after considerable clearing 
of trees and undergrowth, easing 
gradients and resurfacing, the track as is 
known today was ready for its first ever 
hill climb. Held on Saturday, 12th August 
1905, the club and the landowner 
entertained a large crowd of spectators 
and competitors with considerable 
hospitality and much interesting motor 
sport. Ernest Instone recorded the 
fastest climb of the day on a 35 h.p. 
Daimler, averaging 26 mph over the 992 
yard course - extended to its present 
1000 yards in 1907.  
 
Shelsley quickly became the motor sport 
‘mecca’ for skilled drivers and fast cars 
in the early days. Until 1933, there were 
only two motor sport venues in this 
country – Shelsley and Brooklands with 
MAC were staging international events 
at Shelsley in the 1930s. The roll of 
honour includes such names as Prince 
Bira, Bolster, Caracciola, Collins, 
Davenport, Graham Hill, Earl Howe, 
Mays, Mikkola, Moss, Seagrave, 
Seaman, Stuck, Wharton, to name a 
few! 
 
When most people think of the MAC, 
they think of Shelsley Walsh and 
understandably as over half of its motor 
sporting events have been held there. 
However, the MAC is truly a motor 
sporting club, with its first event being a 
social run to Stratford-on-Avon in 1901 
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and from this beginning, the club has 
never stood still, organising about 450 
events spread over many disciplines. 
Since then, the social events have 
ranged from dinner dances, quizzes, 
factory visits, film shows, and talks by 
famous personalities, to the currently 
very successful classic section 
gatherings and the recently-introduced 
new members evenings.  
 
Perhaps some of the strangest events 
were the ladies smoking concert in 1913 
and the great balloon chase of 1904! In 
the latter two balloons were launched 
from Birmingham and two minutes later 
the 19 cars were allowed to start the 
‘chase’. The Hon H S Rolls was one of 
the passengers in the second balloon. 
The cloudy weather favoured the 
balloons and many of the cars didn’t 
even see them! The first balloon landed 
at Ross at 4.30 and the second one, 
which was captured by George 
Lanchester landed at Monmouth at 
6pm. 
 
The club has always been keen to offer 
its members a range of events and its 
first sprint was in 1936, with an event at 
Madresfield, which was won by J P 
Wakefield in an Alta. Lord Austin 
brought a team of three cars and 
despite the bad weather it was a very 

successful event. It is surprising 
therefore that the club waited almost 
another 30 years to organising its 
second sprint at Curborough, near 
Lichfiled on April 12th 1964. Since then, 
almost 80 sprints have been run there 
by MAC and others at Hixon, Oulton 
Park, Cornbury Park and at MIRA, the 
Motor Industry Research Association. A 
successful Sprint Drivers School at 
Curborough was introduced in 1990s. 

After the 2nd World War, the club 
expanded into rallying. Eleven 
‘Members Rallies’ were run between 
1947 and 1960, visiting Wales, 
Derbyshire and Shropshire, but in this 
form of motor sport the club’s claim to 
fame is its highly successful series of 
the ‘Birmingham Post Rallies’, between 
1952 and 1963, until the newspaper‘s 
support ceased. These events were 
national rallies and attracted such 
entrants as Pat Moss, Val Domleo, John 
Sprinzel, Stuart Turner and the Morley 
brothers. 
 
You might think that the club came late 
to trials, but its first ‘reliability trial’ was 
run in 1905, in the form of a petrol 
consumption test. Trials were also run 
for the next three years and were 
hugely endorsed by the likes of Herbert 

Cornbury Park sprint 

Birmingham Post Rally 
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Austin, Victor Riley and the Lanchester 
brothers. Since then a ‘Sporting Trial’ was 
introduced to the MAC calendar in 1976 
and a ‘Classic Trial’ in 1994. Both these 
events have national status and attract 
the stars within each discipline. MAC 
were asked three times to organise the 
British Trials and Rally Drivers 
Association’s British Experts Gold Star 
and Silver Star championship trials. The 
club has also won the coveted ‘Trial of the 
Year’ Award  for both types of trials. 
Interestingly both have taken place on the 
Boyne Estate in Shropshire – but not at 
the same time! 
 
 

Racing became part of the club’s portfolio 
in 1968 and, like the sporting and classic 
trials, a small like-minded group of 
enthusiasts took on the organisation of 
races at Silverstone. Eleven successful 
race meetings were run altogether, until in 
the late1970s changes to the way 
Silverstone was run, meant that smaller 
clubs were squeezed out.  
 
In 1990, another group of MAC race 
enthusiasts took advantage of the brand 

new circuit at Pembrey, South Wales, and 
MAC went circuit racing again with great 
success, with the events hosting rounds 
of numerous championships. However 
when the BARC took over running the 
circuit from the Llanelli Borough Council 
MAC lost its preferential position in the 
calendar and with it the invaluable 
support of the various championships. 
With the prospect of a poor date at the 
end of the season and no championships 
the 1994 meeting was abandoned. 
However with new facilities coming on 
stream at Rockingham and with former 
hillclimb champion, David Grace, in 
charge of the circuit the club may go 
racing again…….. 

 
The club has always been 
innovative. In 1932, the BBC 
chose Shelsley Walsh for its 
first ever outside broadcast. 
Electronic timing was first 
introduced at Shelsley and in 
1998 the club organised the 
first-ever classic trial on the 
Isle of Man. In 1955 MAC 
organised a junior 
championship to encourage 
younger, less wealthy and 
unsponsored drivers who 
could not afford to travel long 
distances, nor take three days 
off work to do events. This 
championship was run for 
eight years and included 
sprints and hillclimbs 

organised by several clubs. During the 
First World War the club committee 
decided to present a fully equipped 
Darraq ambulance car to the French Red 
Cross Society. To commemorate 
Raymond Mays retirement from active 
motorsport, so that he could devote 
himself to the BRM project, the club 
organised an appeal to build a mobile 
workshop for the BRM team. Mays’ 
record of 21 outright wins or best  
 

Silverstone race meeting 
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time of day at Shelsley is still 
unsurpassed.  
 
The club has also organised a total of 5 
touring rallies – to France, Ireland, 
Northern Spain and Portugal and the 
Isle of Man, the latter to support the 1st 
Manx Classic Trial. Famous racing 
circuits and venues were visited and the 
tours were seen as something of an 
adventure, with an emphasis on good 
food and wine! 
 
MAC began its centenary year with a 
wonderful dinner at the Grand Hotel 
exactly 100 years to the day at the 

same venue.400 members sat down to 
dinner and many more would have liked 
to attend. What would that elite band of 
1901 have thought? I’m sure they would 
have been very proud, but would not 
have imagined it. It was an evening of 
some emotion and some of the 
members felt that a piece of history was 
being made. Murray Walker, who began 
his commentating career at Shelsley, 
was the guest speaker and he held the 
room in rapt attention for forty minutes. 
 

Fittingly the long standing outright hill 
record, set in 1992,  at Shelsley was 
broken at the June meeting this year. 

Clee Hills Trial 
 
 
All drawings by Melodie Nightingale, taken from photographs of actual events 
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FROM THE 
ARCHIVES................ 
 
Six New Hills Cause many 
Failures. Heavy Rain and a Gale of 
Wind Make Conditions Very Severe 
in MCC 15th Winter Trial. 
 
The 1929 London-Exeter Trial of the 
Motor Cycling Club will go down in 
history as one of the most difficult and 
most sporting of the series that have 
ever been run. There were, so to 
speak, five and a half new test hills of 
unusual severity - the “half” taking the 
form of a new approach to Harcombe 
Hill, near Sidmouth. Taking it all round, 
however, the new hills - as entertaining 
for the onlookers as for the competitors 
- caused fewer failures than were 
expected, and 127 of the 166 who 
started from Slough on Friday reached 
the finish at Shaftesbury last Saturday 
afternoon, December 28th. The start of 
a big MCC night trial is not like anything 
else. It has an atmosphere entirely its 
own, and in all main respects one such 
start is usually exactly like any other. 
Last Friday night, however, two 
features of the proceedings struck one 
as being ‘different’. First, the weather 
was comparatively warm and the 
heavens - for a change - were closed. 
Secondly, the usual boisterous good 
cheer of everybody was largely absent. 
There seemed to be no particular 
reason for this, unless it was that your 
real MCC man is positively 
disappointed when not beset by 
barometric and thermometric 
difficulties.  
 
The several hours before the first car 
competitor was scheduled to start the 
Trading Estate resounded to the 
mingling notes of well-tuned sports 
engines and on every side drivers were 
making final preparations for the long 

trek into the West. Within the canteen 
the local brew was being consumed by 
those who could defy their sleep-
defying powers, while others sat and 
talked prospects. The departure of 
entrants (at 30 secs intervals) was an 
unexciting proceeding enough, the 
peace being disturbed only when a late 
arrival went off with smoking treads and 
much innocent fun with the gears. P L 
Farquahrson drove an 847 Midget, in 
place of his Salmson, E J Kehoe took 
over K C Cole’s 747 Austin, and P J 
Urlwin-Smith was found to have 
misdeclared the capacity of his big 
Vauxhall. All three started, with, it is 
understood, official sanction. The car 
which did not contain at least one 
skiing cap was a rarity indeed, while 
amongst the ultra-sporting fraternity 
every variety of motorcycling attire 
deputised for adequate hoods, screens 
and mudguards. The route this year led 
through Maidenhead and Reading to 
Newbury, where a cross country road 
was followed to Andover. Therafter 
came the main road to Salisbury, after 
which, by way of a diversion, 
Middledown Hill - no longer observed - 
was climbed before, by devious paths, 
Shaftesbury was reached .Here there 
was an hour’s rest while supper was 
consumed, after which the old route 
was followed through Yeovil and so far 
as the summit of Chard Hill, where a 
new cross-country course led to 
Honiton Common, avoiding Honiton 
itself. 
 
At this stage the competitors were sent 
off down a steep hill into Farway 
village, where they had to turn sharply 
to the right and climb through an 
exceedingly narrow, muddy lane to 
Devenish Pit, a fairly wide, very loose 
and very stony gradient. Owing to the 
darkness it was not easy to ascertain 
who had failed, but the hill was too 
much for quite a number of the 
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competitors. It had to be climbed in the 
dark, of course, which made it all the 
more difficult. This obstacle overcome, 
there was only Peak Hill, the 1-in-5 
gradient out of Sidmouth (which was not 
observed this year) to tackle before 
reaching Exeter and enjoying an 
excellent breakfast at Deller’s Cafe. Just 
under two hours were allowed in the 
cathedral city, and, heartened to face 
the ordeals to come, the competitors 
started off bravely on the 12 mile of 
good road which led to the second of the 
observed hills - Higher Rill. 
 
Perhaps it was just as well that Higher 
Rill - used for the first time on this 
occasion - came directly after breakfast, 
when competitors were reacting to the 
cheering effect of daylight. It was 
certainly a difficult hill and would have 
been a lot worse if the motorcyclists had 
not first carved a path through a foot-
deep layer of extraordinarily slippery 
leaves. Even so, there were many who 
courted disaster by scorning the beaten 
track, preferring the undisturbed leaf 
mould. Down near the bottom was a 
very sharp right-hand bend. The road 
started by being just wide enough for a 
car, cleverly driven, to get through. 
Successive attacks by platoons of cars 
on the banks, however, soon cut away 
the sides until there was nearly room for 
a lorry. Those who took the corner too 
fast got badly shaken and narrowly 
escaped being shot through  a hedge 
and into a field on the right. After a 
couple of Morgan cyclecars had created 
a diversion by overturning at the first 
corner K G Marsh came up in the first 
four-wheeler to appear - a very pretty 
little blue Triumph Seven. He was 
making a good climb when, quite near 
the summit, he was balked by Satwell’s 
Morgan. Behind him came hordes of 
Austin Sevens and MG Midgets, with an 
occasional Morris Minor, Triumph or 
Singer. H J Jacob’s Austin was really 
exciting, so fast did it swoop up the hill, 

his performance being just about 
equalled, if, indeed, it was slightly 
improved upon, by V L Brook’s MG 
Midget. E O Hector (Austin), J F 
Smeaton (Singer) and  C A E  Paget 
(Morris) were among the early failures 
on the upper slopes, although they had 
successfully negotiated the difficult 
corner at the foot. This point soon 
became the most spectacular in the 
unusually long observed section, and 
the crowds of watchers were kept 
amused for a good couple of hours. The 
most amazing performance was put up 
by J O’Donnell, who tore up the corner 
much too fast in his red Austin Seven, 
hit the near side bank good and hard 
and overturned. He skated along on his 
wings for two or three yards, righted 
miraculously, and flashed to the summit 
without stopping. Beyond the summit of 
Higher Rill a long, narrow lane led to 
White Cross, after which a mere cart-
track - grass grown. muddy, rutted and 
sometimes very slippery - led steeply 
down to a good tarred road which led to 
the next ‘terror’ - Harcombe - which was 
scheduled to be climbed only a quarter 
of an hour after Higher Rill.  
 
Although Harcombe  was stiffened up a 
bit by the inclusion of a side road which 
led the competitors half way up the 
hillside and then joined the Harcombe 
Hill proper, it did not prove so 
insurmountable as we expected by 
many of the spectators. In fact, it was 
comparatively easy, for provided one 
maintained a fair road speed  the 
surface was good enough to ensure a 
firm grip for the driving wheels. In 
appearance the hill was deceptive. It 
looked worse than it really was. The rain 
running down the surface gave it a soft 
clayish aspect, but it was only a thin 
coating, underneath which the road was 
hard. The  sharp right-hand bend into 
Harcombe Hill is approached by a 
narrow lane with a fair gradient up to the 
sharp rise of the corner; after this 
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Harcombe rears upwards with a fairly 
stiff gradient and two good bends. It 
was on the corner that several cars 
evinced shortage of power and all but 
stopped. Generally speaking, however, 
they climbed easily, fairly fast and well. 
Of ten or so Austin Sevens, those 
driven by E O Hector, J M Toulmin and 
C B Moss-Blundell failed owing to 
insufficient power; G H R Chaplin wore 
a worried expression, his engine being 
very new, he explained. The others, 
however, were quite good. The Triumph 
Sevens were very good, particularly H 
W Wells and B A Roy, who climbed 
together. So were the MG Midgets, for 
only one of the eight running  failed; this 
was C I Robinson, with a number, 
strange to relate, of MG 1930. The 
others were quite bright, whilst G V Hay 
made the fastest car climb so far 
recorded. J F Smeaton's Singer Junior 
just failed by the bend, and whereas 
one Morris Minor failed badly E Hillary's 
Minor was quite noteworthy. The army 
of Rileys obviously, for the most part, 
had plenty of power to play with; K C 
Jarvis, with a special two-seater, 
seemed particularly well off for power, 
but insisted on jabbing on the acclerator 
instead of making a steady climb D S 
Glover and C S Montague Johnstone 
were baulked by a Salmson (driven by 
C C Brookes), which failed on the bend. 
D M Eastick was very fast and his climb 
well judged. Both Jowetts made 
typically “Jowett climbs" -i.e., easy; but 
unfortunately, one driven by A H 
Garland was baulked. N W Rae, 
(Salmson) was fast. In the 1,500 c.c. 
class a little more excitement occurred 
when the competitors cornered faster, 
and only J Jeffress (Alfa-Romeo) failed, 
being over geared. The Alvises were 
rapid, some a little noisy, perhaps, and 
notable amongst them were R Lester-
Williams and W d'A Tremlett. Likewise 
the Lea-Francis, with one or two 
exceptions, shone, so to speak, 
especially the Hyper models, whilst all 

the Frazer-Nashes climbed as one 
expects them to climb fast and a little 
spectacular, but very sure. J Torrome 
and W H Julian (9 h.p. Standards) made 
notably good ascents. E Wood's 10 h.p. 
Swift was fair and got away safely when 
once round the bend, whilst L W 
Fillmore (Swift) was lustily cheered 
when he got away and climbed easily 
after a baulk. Of the big cars over 1,500 
c.c. one can say generally they were 
excellent. Regardless of the corner, 
most kept their road speed up as much 
as possible, getting well on with the job, 
so that failures were few. The Lagonda 
driven by R S Lathain-Boote was one of 
the best yet; S C H Davis was steady 
and not quite so fast, but Lord de 
Clifford was faster. Of the other 
Lagondas, W M Couper's climb was 
outstanding. The Fords climbed easily 
with plenty of power in hand, except G 
S Lambert, who failed for some strange 
reason, and the Morris-Cowleys and 
Oxfords gave very favourable 
demonstrations of their hill-climbing 
abilities. C R Chiesman's MG Six did 
not seem quite so happy as A B 
Gilbert's or W Uglow's cars of this 
make, but it did not stop; Uglow's climb 
was very good. The American cars - A J 
Berry's and C G Fitt's Chryslers, A 
Atherton's Nash, D Douglas-Morris's 
Buick, and so on-went up with great 
ease, as did A Schlesinger's Armstrong 
Siddeley and G W Olive's pretty 15 h.p. 
Standard tourist's coupe. P. J. Urlwin-
Smith's Vauxhall romped up happily; the 
passenger in R H Massev's Morris-
Cowley did a form of shimmy to help the 
wheels to grip, much to, everyone's 
amusement. The old route beyond the 
summit of Harcombe was only followed 
so far as Colyford, where decidedly 
"countryfied" lanes were taken up 
Musbury Hill, along the top of a ridge 
and down to Yawl Bottom. Hunters' 
Lodge, Birdsmoor Gate and Beaminster 
were the next places marked on the 
route card, after which another new hill 
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had to be tackled.  
 
Meerhay Hill was dreaded by quite a 
number of competitors who were 
familiar with it, and expected some 
dreadful acclivity of the 1-in-3 order. 
Actually it did not prove very bad, 
although the " mortality " amongst the 
850 cc cars was fairly high, but the 
two lusty horses thoughtfully provided 
by the organisers to drag the 
unfortunates to the top were not much 
in demand. The hill is fairly 
straightforward having no sharp bends 
and a gradient of about 1 in 5, its only 
difficulty lying in a stony surface 
through which large boulders were 
sticking in a very unpleasant fashion. 
Despite the rain, which descended 
steadily on their heads the whole time, 
quite a crowd of spectators bravely 
stood at the roadside and on the 
steep, muddy banks to watch the 
performances. No fewer than 15 
Austin Sevens tackled the hill, and of 
these eight made clean climbs, whilst 
of the two Morris Minors one made a 
good climb and the other failed. Then 
there were four Triumph Sevens, 
three of which found no difficulty, E H 
Williams and H W Wells making 
particularly good ascents. At this 
point, incidentally, the larger cars were 
running late, doubtless due to delays, 
whilst were being hauled out of the 
way on this and earlier hills. More 
cross-country roads led through 
Evershot to a village named 
Batcombe, after which came the "Stop 
and Restart " test beloved of trials 
organisers. 
 
Batcombe Hill is a long pull with a 
moderate gradient lying just to the 
north-west of Cerne Abbas. The 
surface is normally very fair, but last 
week's wet, coupled with the passage 
of so many vehicles, caused it to 
disintegrate rapidly, and the later 
numbers on the "Exeter," including 

nearly all the car drivers, found the hill 
in extremely bad condition.  The test 
imposed by the MCC looks in print 
somewhat complicated. Each driver 
had to stop on reaching the beginning 
of the observed section, restart on the 
marshal's signal, and then halt again 
at a point marked by flags. Again a 
restart had to be made on a signal 
and the getaway had to be made 
inside seven seconds for a distance of 
about 10 yards. Following was a 
further non-stop section to the summit 
of the hill. The test had to be 
completed within a minimum time, 
which  was fixed at a figure 5% slower 
than the average time for each class. 
A good crowd had assembled by the 
time that the first motorcyclists were 
due, and spectators continued to 
arrive for the rest of the morning. They 
certainly got plenty of amusement for 
their journey to this somewhat 
inaccessible spot, as the hill took an 
extremely heavy toll. Before No. 1 
made his ascent rain was falling 
heavily and the downpour continued 
without intermission, rising at times to 
quite exceptional severity. Indeed, the 
centre of the road soon became a 
torrent and the conditions, for drivers 
and observers alike, were anything 
but pleasant. The passage of the 
motorcycles and cyclecars cut up the 
surface quickly, and by the time that 
the cars were doing their restart the 
hill was in about as difficult a condition 
as can possibly be imagined.  The 
light cars were, to be brutally frank, 
anything but impressive, and the 
standard of driving was, with but few 
exceptions, disappointing. Several  of 
the Riley Nines were noted as being 
capably handled, but on the whole the 
smaller machines put up a poor 
display, and the majority received the 
assistance of the spectators to a 
greater or lesser degree. The larger 
cars were rather more impressive; 
under such conditions a comparatively 
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long wheelbase is inclined to be helpful. 
But once again failures were numerous, 
due, as it appeared, chiefly to the 
inexperience of the drivers concerned. 
Here, as elsewhere, the 1929 "Exeter" 
provided an eye-opener to motorists 
whose driving has hitherto been 
confined chiefly to main road conditions. 
Endless lanes with innumerable gates 
led through Cerne Abbas, Chesilbourne 
and Ansty Cross to the top of Woolland 
Hill, where competitors were timed 
before descending into the valley, 
whence they must approach the 
greatest "terror" of the run - Ibberton Hill 
- which had to be overcome before 
Shaftesbury - and lunch - could be 
reached.  
 
It was fondly hoped by the organisers 
that Ibberton would undo those  who 
had  passed  unscathed through the 
preceding hazards, and the Clerk of the 
Weather did his manful best in support 
of this scheme. From the time when the 
first car was seen in the distance 
threading its way along the hedge-
bordered country lanes, Jupiter Pluvius 
opened his floodgates, and it rained and 
rained - and went on raining. Ibberton 
Hill has a most fearsome. It climbs up 
and up, round an acute left-hand bend, 
with a gradient   of about 1 in 6, 
the course lined by a fence and the 
banks cut into steps for pedestrians, 
then up past a little country church, to a 
right hand bend of some severity, 
followed by a gradient of 1 in 4. The 
surface is a chalky gravel, which soon 
deteriorates into a creamy ooze under 
the combined influence of weather and 
squealing  tyres. For the early entries-
considering the downpour-the surface 
was not very bad, but the bends and the 
gradient accounted for several, failures - 
much to the delight of a large, damp 
and appreciative audience. The first up 
was K G Marsh Triumph), who climbed 
steadily, leaving behind him the fumes 
of a hot clutch, to be followed by H C 

Jacobs (Cup model Austin), whose 
ascent was among the good and steady 
brigade. G H. Strong (Austin) rushed up 
to the first bend in great style, sobered 
up, and finished well. C A Shelbourne's 
Midget came up well, neatly passing a 
motorcycle on the corner, and then a 
loud screaming exhaust was heard. 
heralding the approach of E H Williams 
(Triumph), who bowled round the bend 
only to conk out a little farther up. 
Willing hands pushed the car off the 
course, where the driver did a little 
tuning. Competitors were coming up 
now fast and furious, treading on each 
other's heels. C. F. Dobson (MG 
Midget) slid round the bend and made a 
very nice climb, and a sister car, C I 
Robinson's "Magnolia” made a slow 
ascent after him. The Triumph next tried 
to take off, but again failed, and was 
man-handled out of sight. C A E Paget's 
Morris Minor failed just round the bend 
where most failures occurred. H W 
Well’s supercharged Triumph made an 
outstanding climb in a day of steady - 
but unspectacular attempts, and B A 
Roy (Triumph two-seater) also made an  
excellent show. A F Jackson (Cup 
model Austin) was another very good 
climb, and  J V Hay (MG Midget) was 
fast on the corner. By this time the entry 
was running late, and cars were being 
marshalled at the foot of the hill and 
sent up one at time to avoid balking. 
The small cars continued to follow each 
other up the hill buzzing merrily or 
missing badly, or just stopping. The rain 
was still descending in sheets, and 
drifting across the valley in clouds. The 
surface of the hill was  rapidly 
becoming what the surface of a trials hill 
should be. Thick mud appeared at the 
sides of the road and a miniature rivulet 
was gurgling down  the hill. K C Jarvis, 
in a smart long-tailed two-seater Riley, 
clipped in and out on his way up, and 
two two-seater Jowetts, handled by J F 
Cookitell and A H Garland, moved 
steadily up the hill in the tenacious 
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manner that Jowetts have.   
 
Delays now began, and the vanguard of 
the 1.5-litre class was very behind 
schedule. A A Mauleverer's Lea-Francis 
came up well, and after a lapse of 
several minutes.  D Duncan Smith's 
Frazer-Nash shot round the corner and 
careered to the top at speed. C Boss-
Blundell (Austin Seven) now put in a 
belated appearance, and had to be 
pushed up. M.W B May (Ceirano) was 
balked by the push gang, but restarted 
and finished the hill healthily. Lester 
Williams (Alvis) was imbued with very 
Grand Prix ideas, for he shot round the 
first bend at hill-climb speed and nearly 
ditched himself higher up.  N. A. Berry 
(Frazer-Nash) was another who 
behaved ferociously on the lower bend. 
Whatever the proceedings lacked in joie 
de vivre - what with the steady rain and 
one thing and another - they took a turn 
for the brighter when  F T Williams 
brought his Alvis up much too fast, 
cornered joyously, and slammed the left 
bank with his off-side front wheel in a 
most abandoned manner. “Blackbird “ - 
a  local horse - was brought into action, 
with the ultimate result that the Alvis-
evidently undamaged-careered up the 
hill behind a galloping Blackbird "! W J 
Haward  (Bayliss-Thomas) also thought 
it was a race, for he careered from bank 
to bank on the lower corner, and 
eventually, having averted disaster here, 
pitched up with a horrible rending noise 
against one of the fence posts a little 
higher up, which tore his Hardy coupling 
adrift, and forced him to abandon ship. 
H. W. Blaw (Bugatti) ran back on the 
upper reaches and straddled like 
Apollyon right across the  way, from 
which position, however, he was 
eventually extricated. So they went up, 
for the most part well-judged climbs, 
spoilt by wheelspin and sometimes 
failing with lack of power. R. A. Massey 
(Morris-Cowley)  hit the banks,and A J 

Berry (Chrysler) was seen to be puffing 
viciously at his cigarette. H. Bridgeman-
Williams (Humber) arrived in a parlous 
state, sans wings, sans lamps, sans lots 
of things, and was ministered unto by  
the vigorous quadruped. A hectic climb 
was registered by W. A. Pontin (Alvis), 
and A. G. Murdoch's Morris-Cowley bore 
traces of disaster, an example followed 
by L P Harte’s Morris-Oxford. A very 
smart Standard in the hands of G W 
Olive made a good ascent, A. Atherton's 
Nash nearly stopped but didn't, and T M 
Robinson (Ford) was wild on the corner. 
The entry was running later and later, 
the bigger cars being about an hour and 
a half behind schedule at time. Much 
time was lost by pushing and hauling 
failures to the top, what time others 
waited at the foot of the hill, until at last 
all had ascended with varying success, 
the rain ceased. and the spectators went 
home. 
 

As novelists used to say, “little now 
remains to be told”. An almost 
needlessly complicated route led back 
15 miles to Shaftesbury, where weary 
competitors, after eating enormous 
luncheons, dashed back to London or 
dawdled endlessly, relating their tales of 
woe or success. But they nearly all 
agree that, despite the rain, despite the 
hills, despite the mud and general 
beastliness of it all, the 1929 “London-
Exeter” of the MCC was quite the ‘best 
ever’. 
 
(Reproduced Courtesy of  The Motor ) 
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MOTORCYCLE EVENTS 
 

DATE EVENT CLUB Championship Status 
4th January  Exeter MCC Solos/ Sidecars/3W 
27th January Exmoor North Devon Solos/ Sidecars/3W 
24th February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy Solos/ Sidecars/3W 
16th March Northern Fellside Solos/ Sidecars/3W 
29th March Lands End MCC Solos/ Sidecars/3W 
21st April Sphinx Cheltenham  * 
5th May  MCC/MAC Brooklands Centenary Event  
12th May Jubilee Taunton MCC  * 
28-30th May 1,000 mile Trial MCC  
14th July Testing Trial MCC  
21st July Timber Woods Sidcup  * 
15th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Solos/ Sidecars/3W 
22nd September Exe Valley Crash Box Solos/ Sidecars/3W 
5th October Edinburgh MCC Solos/ Sidecars/3W 
20th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Solos/ Sidecars/3W 
27th October Tamar L&NCMC Solos/ Sidecars/3W 
3rd November Tarka North Devon Solos/ Sidecars/3W 
24th November Hardy Woolbridge Solos/ Sidecars/3W 
24th November Neil Westcott Exmoor Solos/ Sidecars/3W * 

Dear Editor, 
 
Having  read Julia Browne’s comments in the last issue of 
Restart I feel I must put pen to paper in response. As Julia 
and Mike have been tearing up the tarmac and their 600 
XLs have been competing in a few Enduros I have also 
been competing in a few Enduros on my KTM 200. This was 
to try and keep fit (hopefully) and I shall be back to trials on 
my  electric start Serrow.  
 
This is my way of congratulating Dick Hutchins and Clive 
Rayson on their great effort in putting on the Exmoor Clouds 
Trial in 2001. It was a good, tough and fair event for us solo 
riders, all of whom were a bit rusty in keeping feet on pegs, after a long lay off, due 
to the dreaded FMD. 
 
To all officials and riders thank you and good luck for 2002. 
 
Buster Griffin 

 
* Please note these dates are provisional 
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FORTHCOMING CAR EVENTS 
 

DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
2002    
4th January  Exeter MCC Championship  
20th January Clee Hills MAC Championship  
27th January Exmoor North Devon Championship  
3rd February Cotswold Clouds Stroud & District ACTC Invite 
10th February Launceston L&NCMC  
24th February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy  
10th March Camel Heights Camel Vale  
10th March  Murray’s March Hare Falcon ACTC Invite 
16th March Northern Fellside Championship  
29th March Lands End MCC Championship  
21st April Kyrle Ross & District Championship  
4th May Kimber MGCC  
5th May  MCC/MAC Brooklands Centenary Event  
11th/12th May Anniversary Trial Stroud & District  
28-30th May 1,000 mile Trial MCC  
14th July Testing Trial MCC  
15th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship  
22nd September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship  
5th October Edinburgh MCC Championship  
12th October Ebworth Stroud & District ACTC Invite 
20th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship  
27th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship  
3rd November Tarka North Devon ACTC Invite 
17th November Bodmin Camel Vale  
24th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship  
1st December Allen BMC&LCC Championship  
8th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship  
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