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this unit has solve the diff problem for those cars using Escort or BMC ‘A’ 
series axles. Made entirely of racing quality materials, it has four star wheels, 
instead of two in the standard differential, and all moving parts run on roller 
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It is not cheap at approx. £465 (no VAT) but what price can you put on having 
the confidence that your differential will not let you down? Your results are 
bound to improve when you can “attack” the hills without worrying, and still be 
able to drive home after the event! Ford units only from stock (as of Feb 2001) 

 
 

NEW – Roller diff pin conversion for Morgans using the 7HA Salisbury axle 
(most 4/4s), may also be suitable for  3HA (TR engined +4), only £60 
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EDITORIAL 

 
Editor: Pat Toulmin                   Assistant Editor: Dennis Greenslade 
4, Briery Lands         Lanner Mill 
Heath End          Saint Allen 
Snitterfield          Truro 
Stratford on Avon          TR4 9AX 
CV37 0PP          Email: dgmotorsport@talk21.com 
 

Tel:  01789 731332 
Fax:  01789 730082 
Email: ptoulmin@motorcars.free-online.co.uk 
 
ACTC Website : www.ukmotorsport.com/actc 
 
You will, no doubt, note that this edition of Restart is shorter than I usually produce.  
This is not only due to the continuing lack of trials, I could have filled the usual 
number of pages, but this puts it into the 19p bracket for postage. This means that, 
at a time when there are little or no real trials to report on the ACTC can save some 
money . As I write this the Exmoor Clouds is taking place (and Dennis is back in 
Assistant Editor mode again), so let’s hope that the New Year will bring a return to 
normality. The ACTC will be at the NEC on 10th –11th November – see below. We 
hope that you can attend, it’s a very good show. Very many thanks to the 
contributors to this issue,. 
 

 
 
 

International Classic Motor Show 
 

The NEC Birmingham  
10th – 11th November  2001 

 
Halls 5, 4 & 3A 

 
Opening times : 9.30 – 5.30 daily 

 
Adults £8.50, over 65s £7.50, Children £3.50 
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Simon 
Says 
 

N ow I know what authors mean 
when they say that they have 
writers block.  What does one 
say when there have been no 

trials to reflect on and therefore no 
controversial items on which to 
pontificate? 
 
The one item that does come into that 
arena comes from the meeting of the 
MSA Trials Committee that I attended 
in August. The committee had received 
a letter requesting a reduction in the 
age of a passenger in an open car to 
14. This was an item that was dealt with 
very quickly, as the age for passengers 
in our sport is already 14. It used to be 
16 in an open car but it came down 
over a year ago. The minimum age of a 
rear seat passenger in a saloon is four. 
At the same meeting there was some 
discussion about the use of cars with 
airbags in production car trials. This 
was technically quite interesting. There 
was concern amongst our PCT 
brethren that if a car hit a hole quite 
hard, the airbag might deploy. Although 
no one can say for certainty that an air 
bag will not deploy, it would appear that 
these things are quite sophisticated. 
They do not simply respond to a 
sudden deceleration but analyse the 
way the vehicle is slowing and compare 
the deceleration curve with the known 
curve generated by the statutory crash 
tests that modern vehicles undergo. 
Only if two are sufficiently similar as to 
suggest that body deformation is taking 
place will the air bag go off. Well I 
thought it was interesting anyway.   The 

PCT MoT saga went away at this 
meeting as well. I am happy to say that 
a sport which prides itself on the fact 
that the vehicles are standard accepted 
that in a safely conscious era it would 
be inappropriate to reduce safely 
standards by removing this 
requirement. 
 
Actually it's not strictly true what I said 
at the start of this piece. By the time 
you read this I will have done a PCT 
and two "real" trials. Until now I had not 
realised that trials were like buses. We 
wait all year for an event, and then two 
turn up at once - or at least on 
consecutive weekends. So the autumn 
season is over in a blink all done in 
eight days unless you live in Cornwall. 
If the autumn season is to be dragged 
to a premature end by Foot & Mouth, 
what of the spring? The MCC is 
determined that the Exeter will run in 
some form or other, and it would seem 
at the moment that the form will be its 
normal self. The Clee, which I am in the 
throes of throwing together at the 
moment, seems to be being received 
by the landowners in their normal way. I 
have not received replies from all of 
them by any means, but the signs are 
positive that even if a few of the 
sections are lost, there will still be 
sufficient to offer a great day's sport. 
 
The behind the scenes work of ACTC 
continues even when there are no 
events, although this does mean that 
the meetings seem to be shorter which 
can't be a bad thing. One bright sign on 
the horizon is that if 2001 was a bad 
season, then 2003 currently looks to 
make up for it. I have been having 
discussions with Sheffield & 
Hallamshire Motor Club with a view to 
the return of the White Peak Trial in 
February. There is some work to be 
done yet to ensure that the club puts on 
the event that we want, and that we 
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Fourtune Engineering
T rials cars preparation & fabrication specialist

Complete car preparation & modifications
Windscreens made to your draw ings

T yre racks, sump guards etc
Air bottle repairs & refills

T rial tyre gauges 0 -3 0 psi w ith quick deflate valve
Needle Roller Diff Pins B Series axles

If you need it making or mending give me a ring.
Steve Holder. It may not cost you a  fortune.

4, Withybridge Gardens, Cheltenham, Glos GL51 9TL
Junction 10 - M5

Tel: 01242 680620  Mobile: 07973 1289189

support them in the way that it is only 
fair for them to expect.  In addition, 
there is the possibility that the Manx 
Trial might return on the May bank 
holiday weekend, with MAC co-
promoting the event with Chester Motor 
Club although it is early days yet for 
this. 
 
Finally an alert for those of you who 
arrange your own insurance for trials. 
The government has introduced, via a 
statutory instrument, rules that state (as 
far as I can interpret them) that all 
vehicles used in a public place, whether 
it is on the highway or not must be 
covered by full Road Traffic Act 
insurance.  Bowring cover provides this, 
but as the insurance companies have 
had to change their wording on ordinary 
policies, you may find that either your 
trials extension has lapsed, or the 
extension only covers use on the public 
highway which in a strict legal sense is 
not sufficient. As an example, a Norwich 
Union certificate which used to exclude 
"racing, pace-making, speed testing, 

rallies, trials and competitions" now 
says "use in any competition, trial, 
performance test, race or trial of speed, 
including off-road events whether 
between motor vehicles or otherwise, 
and irrespective of whether this takes 
place on any circuit or track formed or 
otherwise, and regardless of any 
statutory authorisation of any such 
event. At the moment I am not sure how 
events like Ebworth and Bodmin will be 
effected, and whether the MSA blanket 
cover will resolve the issue.  I will try to 
keep everyone informed. 
 
*A Statutory Instrument, in every day 
speak, is a rule issued by a government 
department which has the same force 
as law but which has not been passed 
through the Houses of Parliament‘.  
(And you thought we didn't live in a 
dictatorship!!) For the real techies, it is 
SI2000 No 726 (Issued March 10th) and 
can be seen at www.hmso.gov.uk/si/
si2000/20000726.htm 
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B efore our trialling season 
got underway again in 
Ebworth Woods, your 
officers and delegates 

met again for the September 
AGM.  ‘Bound to be a short 
meeting’, they all thought ‘with no 
events since February’.  No way, 
there’s more to debate in times of 
disruption, and so it was on the 
30th.  Paul and Tina Allaway were 
the only non-officials attending, so 
for the benefit of everyone else, 
some salient jottings follow, to 
complement those of Simon and 
Giles. 
 
Andrew Brown reported that LARA has 
produced a comprehensive analysis of 
the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 
from a mototrsport viewpoint.  Anyone 
who is interested in scanning this 
lengthy document may access it via 
www.laragb.org.  For trials folk the main 
action is to claim all known and used 
RUPPs (Road Used as Public Path) as 
BOATs (Byway Open to All Traffic).  
Andrew quelled some clubs’ concerns in 
the meeting about public access 
through the web to the ACTC database 
of our favourite trials sections.  We need 
to maintain evidence of use of such 
highways, but clearly do not want any 
casual off-roader simply routing their 
day trip by picking up clubs’ carefully 
administered ‘stoppers’.  He stressed 
that details published are only very 
sketchy, so delegates should support 
Andrew without reservation. 
 
Subsequent to the AGM, ACTC has 
been approached by the new ‘Trail 
Users Alliance’, an encouraging 
grouping of organisations who advocate 
motorised use of minor highways: the 
association will be represented at their 
next meeting. 
 

Barbara Selkirk has now submitted 
appropriate papers to Companies 
House, concluding the process of 
establishing ACTC as a company 
limited by guarantee.  In these litigious 
times, and in a game such as ours, folk 
like yours truly are pleased that we don’t 
face the prospect of living in a 
cardboard box in the central reservation 
of the motorway, should some ‘anti type’ 
sue us for negligence! 
 
More legislation to be considered 
includes the Data Protection Act: 
electronic messages buzzing twixt 
membership households afford quick 
and easy communication, but could 
leave the association open to charges 
of contravening the privacy principles 
set out in the Act.  I’m circulating a 
memo seeking consent from affected 
parties. 
 
Now enough of this officialdom, let’s get 
out in the field!   
 
Many thanks to Alan Foster, John 
Hayes et al for making the ‘classic trials’ 
element of MAC’s 100th celebration at 
Shelsley Walsh such a success.  A 
great turnout, sensory overload in the 
hillclimbers’ paddock, and the rain just 
about held off.  What a treat to wander 

Sect’s 
Spin 
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A PROVEN SUBSTITUTE FOR LEAD IN PETROL

THE ULTRABURN UNIT
A SCIENTIFIC INVENTION FOR 

VINTAGE, CLASSIC & MODERN ENGINES
GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 MILES

PETROL DIESEL AND SUPERCHARGED APPLICATION

FOR PEACE OF MIND AND A SOUND INVESTMENT

FIT AN ULTRABURN UNIT NOW

AVAILABLE FROM
R & M Moore, Trefrew, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9TR

Main Distributors to the vintage and classic movement
Please write enclosing SAE for full details and price list

at ease amongst twin wheeled ERA’s, 
the six wheeled F1 Tyrell, racers with 
bike engines and racers with aero 
engines.  Wafts of ether, Castrol R and 
burnt rubber; continually bumping into 
club friends.  Now to look forward to the 
Brooklands centenary event in 2002. 
 
Then to the mud and beechwood of 
Ebworth, enjoying marshalling with 
Richard Andrews amongst what turned 
out to be a trial-cum social event after 
such a sporting lull.  SDMC’s officials 
seemed to have judged the tyre 
pressure requirement well to give 
equality across the classes. And the 
RAC were kept busy despite all 
summer’s re-fettling time!    
 
For us marshals, recovering from the 
flurry of Emma Flay’s bombastic 
ascents of Beechwood, greater effort 
(and risk) went into coaxing some errant 

failures back down around slippery 
hairpins – with a long layoff, are we out 
of practice in both going up, and 
backing down?  Experts with the 
handbrake assume the novice knows 
what to do, but we’ve all seen more 
mishaps at this point in our competitions 
than when drivers are under their 
powered ascent.  Food for thought and 
some organizers suggestions perhaps. 
 
Hope you enjoy your ‘Founder’s do’ 
wherever you are. 
 
Adrian  
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The Abingdon – Abingdon 
Trial  

by John Reid 
 
(The following appeared in the excellent 
route book  produced for the 2001 
Abingdon to Abingdon Trial, which was 
organised by the MGCC to celebrate 40 
years of the Triple M Register. It was 
run in June and several ACTC stalwarts 
took part – see later. It followed the 
route of the 1934 Abingdon to Abingdon 
trial. I am grateful to John for letting me 
reproduce it –ed) 
________________________________ 
 
This core of this article first appeared in 
the 1974 Triple-M Yearbook. I do not 
know the name of the author, but he 
says he was spectating at Juniper in the 
1949 Gloucester. His last paragraph 
prophetically suggests a re-run in 1982, 
which was the 50th Anniversary of the 
first Abingdon. It would be a good to 
think that he is taking part today… 
 
I have written additional text and added 
photographs and the occasional 
editorial comment. 
 

W ith the Motor Cycling Club 
celebrating its centenary 
this year, there is little 
doubt that trials can claim 

to be the oldest form of motor sport. The 
very first motor competitions were 
reliability trials over public roads 
organised simply to prove that 
horseless carriages could go from A to 
B without mishap. They included one or 
two special tests over steep climbs and 
more testing terrain. Once this was 
proven, then the questions of “How 
fast?” and “How far?” were asked. The 
how-fast brigade went racing. The how-
far people had to go farther and farther 
to prove their point. By 1900, the year of 
the RAC 1,000 Miles Trial, it was quite a 

long way, and perhaps the London – 
Sydney Rally and the subsequent 
classic marathons are all descendants 
of that event.   

However for the man who did not have 
the time or inclination to drive 1,000 
miles every time he wished to give vent 
to his sporting instincts, the answer was 
to set himself a shorter and more 
difficult route. Thus narrower and 
steeper ways were sought to provide a 
test. As more minor roads became 
surfaced and cars became more 
powerful, steeper and harder hills were 
used and the trial as we know it today 
began to take shape. Traditionally trials 
took place in the winter when inclement 
driving conditions added to the 
challenge. Today legislation, costs and 
the difficulties of finding anything that is 
unsurfaced and yet at all ‘normal’ have 
made the road trial with hills that went 
somewhere and were joined by normal 
road sections a dying feature of the 
sporting calendar which some fear may 
be threatened with extinction.  (Happily 
this has not come to pass and twenty-
five years later the MCC and the 
Association of Classic Trials has a 
healthy diary of events – long may it 
continue. JBR).  

In the thirties trials were the mainstay of 
pre-war motoring competitions. Cars 
had developed to the point where they 
were no longer a rich man’s plaything, 
yet they had not invaded every corner of 
the country and caused all minor tracks 
to be surfaced. Therefore trials hills of 
the right type were available and red 
tape did not hamper their use. Most 
motor clubs, including the newly formed 
M.G. Car Club, had a series of trials in 
their calendar. The Chiltern Trial in 1931 
was the first competitive event 
organised by the club, to be followed on 
7th May 1932 by the first The Abingdon 
– Abingdon Trial. These two trials set 
the scene for annual events that grew in 

8 

popularity and stature throughout 
the thirties.  

The first Abingdon – Abingdon 
was organised by John Thornley 
and journalist and M-Type owner 
Harold Hastings. It is claimed that 
this was the first occasion on 
which a one-make club opened its 
entry lists to other clubs. The 
course was laid out by H.P. 
Baughan of Stroud who, it is said, 
dictated a route card without 
looking at a single map. That 
route card subsequently required 
very little amplification and no 
correction. The hills included 
Wragg Hill (restart), Nailsworth 
Ladder, Quarhouse, Blackness, 
Mutton, Iles Lane, Besbury 
Common (acceleration and 
braking test) and Battlescombe 
(timed climb). The event started 
from the Works at 9.00am with a 
45 mile run to the first section, Mill 
Lane. However, the first catch 
was the famous ‘emergency stop’ 
referred to in John Thornley’s 
introduction – about half the forty 
seven entries were caught out! 
Lunch was at The Bear on 
Rodborough Common. Bill Everitt 
in an F-type won the M.G. 
Challenge Trophy (still in the 
club’s collection).  

The 1933 Abingdon was held on 9th 
September, and a good description of 
the event appears in C.A.N. May’s book 
“Wheelspin.” It was not the best debut 
for his new J2 (OC 1741):  
 

At the foot of Cleeve Hill, almost on 
the outskirts of Cheltenham, a turning 
to the left led to Mill Lane, a favourite 
obstacle of the early thirties, upon the 
upper reaches of which was staged 
the first “against-the-watch” test – a 
“stop-and–go” test….  

 

On Mill Lane, in this 1933 “Abingdon,” 
I gave a real beginner’s exhibition. At 
the flag-fall the engine refused to start, 
and I panicked. Suddenly, as I 
pressed wildly on the starter-button, it 
burst into life. Off went the handbrake, 
in came the clutch, throttle wide open 
– and the car started to run away 
backwards down the hill. I had omitted 
the rather necessary precaution of 
engaging a gear!….. 
 

Composure was regained slightly after 
a successful non-stop climb of 
Nailsworth Ladder, because “The 
Ladder,” which runs from just outside 

Mill Lane – Section Ends, February 2001 
 

(Photo: John Reid) 



9 

Nailsworth directly on to Rodborough 
Common and is steep with a very 
rough surface of rock outcrop, had 
quite a reputation. 

The first two trials of the series were 
undoubted successes but the 1934 
event must have been one of the best 
competitions of the season. Held on the 
21st April, it attracted an entry of 125 of 
whom 29 gained first class awards and 
44 second class awards. Major winners 
included C.A.N. May’s J2 (the M.G. 
Challenge trophy – clearly his practice 
run of last year had stood him in good 
stead!), J.E. Orgree’s J2 (the University 
Motors trophy) and The Manchester and 
District Centre (the M.G.C.C.’s Inter 
Centre Trophy). Hills included Mill Lane, 
Juniper (which proved nearly 
unclimbable and was the first trials hill I 
ever saw being used – in the 1949 
Gloucester I think), Nailsworth Ladder 
(when you got to the top lunch at The 
Bear Inn, Rodborough awaited you), 
Mutton, Station Lane and Battlescombe. 
Mill Lane was described in 
contemporary reports as “rocky at the 
foot and passing through a section on 
leafy mould.” As the weather was damp 
that day with a fine drizzle in the 
morning the hill was slimy and early 
competitors lost marks on the stop and 
re-start tests. The hill now has deep 
gullies and rocky outcrops and in many 
places is unclimbable, but I expect 
years of erosion have taken their toll. 
Mutton Hill ran alongside the Queen’s 
Head Inn on the main road and when 
Roger Thomas’ party was checking the 
route in 1990 he couldn’t find either the 
Inn or the hill. But as luck would have it 
the first locals they asked lived in a 
building, now a private house, which 
used to be The Queen’s Head! The 
steep path is still there and the lower 
part serves as access to the houses. 
The full report of the 1934 trial is 
reproduced after this article. 

By 4th May 1935, many of the leading 
triallers were P-type mounted, including 
C.A.N. May (BPH 418), and the team of 
MacDermid, Toulmin and Bastock 
whose cars were in their cream and 
brown colours with cycle mudguards (no 
valences) and 8-inch brakes. 115 
entries shared 40 first class awards and 
17 Seconds. J.H. Summerfield, driving a 
PA this year, won the University Motors 
Jubilee Cup. JB 4611 was later blown 
and turned up a few years ago in 
Trowbridge sporting an XPAG engine. It 
competed in the 1969 Salisbury Trial. 
The brakes on it went via your scribe to 
Don Smith, but we digress. The 
M.G.C.C. Inter-Centre Trophy was won 
by MacDermid, Toulmin and Bastock, 
all on PAs, two of which are still active 
in Triple-M circles. 19 Firsts and 10 
Seconds were gained by MGs. Well-
known names which crop up and have 
not been mentioned before include L.J. 
Onslow-Bartlett (N-Type now owned by 
Mike Linward), A.W.F. Smith (J2), J. 
Eason-Gibson (Singer), M.A. McEvoy 
(Singer), A.G. Imhof (Singer), and E.J. 
Hasendonck (P). 
 

And so to 1936. The trials scene was 
becoming much more specialised and 
the cars much more potent. Compare a 
lightened blown PB with locked 
differential and knobbly tyres to the 
virtually catalogue J2 which had won in 
1934. Nevertheless 110 starters turned 
up to Abingdon on Saturday, 9th May. 
The hills were very dry and as Iles Lane 
was not to be used by Police request, 
there were only four of them. Bismore 
was an acceleration test, then came 
Nailsworth Ladder, Sandford’s Knoll, 
Axe Hill and Old Hollow. Again The 
Bear Inn provided the lunch stop. Under 
such conditions the tie-deciding 
garaging test played a most important 
part in the result. C.A.N. May had the 
embarrassment of stripping his N-type’s 
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crown wheel and pinion on Nailsworth 
Ladder right in front of Cecil Kimber’s 
picnic party. There, in the Sports Car of 
June 1936, is a picture of the picnic and 
the “great man” leaning against a 
Singer. First and winner of the M.G. 
Challenge Trophy and the Chairman’s 
Cup was L.J. Onslow-Bartlett’s M-type. 
H.K.Crawford’s blown PB won the 
University Motors trophy and A.B. 
Langley in a Musketeer won the P.J. 
Evans Cup. Again the Inter-Centre Cup 
was won by the Midland Centre’s B 
Team, composed on this occasion by 
G.N. Mansell and J.F. Kemp on blown N
-types and F.I. Allen on a blown PA. 71 
of the competitors were M.G. mounted. 
Again, names which have an 
honourable place in motor sporting 

records included J.E.S. Jones (blown 
PB), Eddy Goodenough (S.W. Centre 
Treasurer, PA), Ken Delingpole (NA), 
Sydney Allard (Ford V8), Philip Flower 
(J2, ex J.E.S. Jones), and Mrs A.E. 
Moss (Stirling’s Mum, Fiat Balilla). 
 
In contrast, the 1937 event, held on 1st 
May, was reckoned to be the “hardest 
yet”. The start and lunch break were at 
The Prince of Wales Hotel, Berkley 
Road, and only the finish was at 
Abingdon. The organisers omitted 
Nailsworth Ladder as “too damaging” 
but included Tin Pan Alley which 
stopped all but seven of the 
competitors, Axe Hill and Old Hollow 
which were easier, and Hodgecombe 
which stopped quite a few. After lunch 

 

Maurice Toulmin on the 1935 Abingdon Trial, on his way to the Inter Club Team 
Trophy, with MacDermid and Bastock. Jack Bastock watches happily. 
 

(Photo: W J Brunell) 
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the treats in store included Sandford’s 
Knoll and Ashmeads and special tests 
at Witney Aerodrome – and so to 
Abingdon. Of course by now the T-type 
had reared its push-roddy head. Thus 
the mention of MG does not necessarily 
mean a Triple-M car. Both the Cream 
Cracker and Musketeer teams were TA 
mounted, but at least two PB Cream 
Crackers were competing – C.A.N. May 
in JB 7521 and E.J. Hasendonck in JB 
7524. Only two firsts and seven 
seconds were gained, The Triple-M 
share of the spoils was the University 
Motors Trophy, won by J.Twyford 

(blown PB), seconds for Eddy 
Goodenough and C.A.N. May 
(both blown PBs) and Novice 
Awards for J. Terras (PA), J.H. 
Clent (847 MG), P.H. Smith 
(blown 847 MG) and Philip Flower 
(J2). 

For 1938, what should have been 
a difficult and interesting 
Abingdon trial was turned into a 
distinctly easy event because of 
the drought and things that did 
not go entirely to plan. The 77 
starters left from the Abingdon 
works and took part in the first 
special test around the MG test 
track. The second and third tests 
were on Witney aerodrome, 
where the Grasshopper Austins 
showed the way to do it. After this 
the problems started – the next 
obstacle should have been a 
water splash, but there was no 
water; the first hill, Breakheart, 
should have failed a high 
proportion, but was so awkward 
that it eventually had to be by-
passed but not before Delingpole 
had overturned his MG; the next 
section, Tin Pan Alley, was 
blocked by a deep trench. The 
other four hills, Hodgecombe, 
Nailsworth Ladder, Ashmeads 

and Juniper were all in quite reasonable 
condition, though there were still a 
number of failures due to inexperience. 
 
K.C. Rawlings put up a great 
performance by winning the M.G. 
Challenge trophy driving his J2, with the 
MGCC winning the Team Trophy. The 
P.J. Evans Cup was won by 
MacDermid, with the Inter-Club Team 
Trophy going to Macdermid, Bastock 
and Langley. By the time the trial 
concluded at Cheltenham, twenty-two 
competitors won first class awards 
(tankards) and the same number went 
home with silver spoons for their second 

 

Station Lane just after the start, February 2001 
 

(Photo: John Reid) 
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class awards. In his Competition 
Comments in the Sports Car magazine 
following the 1938 Trial, Macdermid 
concludes with this prophetic 
paragraph: 
 
At the finish, at Cheltenham, as I looked 
around at the familiar scene I could not 
help wondering if this was not to be the 
last time an Abingdon trial would use a 
Cotswold circuit. Who knows? 

In fact there was to be one more; in 
1939 the event was called “The 
Abingdon Trial and Rally”. It changed its 
form completely and became a two-day 
event, being spread over 13th and 14th 
May. There were three start points, one 
in the northwest, one in the Midlands, 
and, of course, from Abingdon. On the 
first day all the competitors converged 
on Rushmere, Salop, where the trials 
entrants tackled a number of hills 
including the famous 1 in 1½ Rushmere 
gradient. Meanwhile, the rally entrants 
did a steering test. On Sunday all the 
competitors started out from 
Shrewsbury to follow a route round 
North Wales. Trials competitors tackled 
Bryn Alyn, Swan Song and Boundary 
Stone (all new hills) while the rally 
entrants watched “the hill climbing feats 

of the trials men”. The route returned to 
Shrewsbury. The best MGCC member 
driving an MG was J. Terras (blown 
PB), K.C.H. Rawling’s J2 won its class 
while Miss Oonah Kay (J2) took the 
prize for the best lady driver. There 
were also SA MGs and Ford V8 
specials among the winners. The event 
attracted 79 entrants and was reckoned 
to be worth repeating  - little did they 
know! 

The author concludes that in collecting 
material for this account he was struck 
by the simplicity of some of the events. 
The Abingdon was reckoned to be a 
good trial of its type but it was a doddle 
compared to the long distance Exeter 
and Lands End, for instance. Some 
years as few as four hills were included 
and never were competitors required to 
tackle more than eight hills and special 
tests in total. Perhaps those days were 
really more spacious in that people tried 
to pack less into them. After all 70 miles 
of main road motoring plus four hills and 
a couple of special tests would not be 
counted a difficult task by the Triple-M 
membership today – or would it?  

 

CAMEL VALE MOTOR CLUB LTD 
 

would like to remind you about the  
54th Bodmin Trial on  

Sunday 18th November  
 

The event will take place in the Cardinham Woods 
 
For regs contact Roger Hoskin, 14 Westerlands Rd, Wadebridge, 
Cornwall, PL27 7EU Tel: 01208 812586 email: rogehoskin@lineone,net 
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It’s now been 171 days…. 
by Bill Bennett 

 

(Bill’s musings about the lack of trials 
and the 2001 Abingdon-Abingdon with 
Ian Williamson and the Toulmins) 
 

A t first it was quite pleasant. I 
had time to catch up on all 
those ‘little jobs’ on the car 
which although are not going 

to stop you when you’re in full flight, are 
still not quite how you would like it. Then 
we also found that it was quite pleasant 
taking with friends a leisurely Sunday 
lunch with the odd glass of fine red 
wine, then returning home to sleep it off 
in your favourite armchair. But after a 
couple of weeks the more serious 
symptoms started to appear. 
 
The first time I realised there was 
something wrong was when I 
continually found myself out in the 
garage with nothing particular to do. 
The floor had been swept, the bench 
was tidy and everything was in it’s 
place, quite eerie and unnatural really. 
Then as if in a trance I would pick up a 
duster and start to rub the surface of the 
car, as if to polish it. Things gradually 
got worse causing Liz, who was 
showing minor symptoms herself, to 
worry. Her solution was to try and keep 
me busy by offering jobs in the garden 
and home, but although some of these 
jobs had been put off for far too long 
because we were busy most weekends 
either fettling or romping in the 
countryside, painting the bathroom was 
not a good alternative! 
 
Then came the ultimate horror, I was 
taken shopping. This I found a most 
frightening experience with all those 
people with absolutely no pavement 
sense at all, turning without signalling, 
stopping dangerously causing many 
minor shunts and one or two major ones 

resulting in quite severe damage to the 
ankles although their pushchairs 
seemed totally unharmed. What 
happened to orderly queuing, the like 
you would find at the bottom of any 
section? I found some ladies quite 
ferocious especially if you dared to lay a 
hand on something they were making a 
beeline for. 
 
Speaking to some friends I found they 
were suffering from similar symptoms 
and one wondered what effect it was 
having on the cars, because as I’m sure 
you all know, they have feelings as well. 
It was decided that one Sunday we 
should take them into the country and 
although they could not go up any 
rough, wet, muddy, steep lanes which 
are totally unsuitable for motor vehicles, 
they could at least sit by the roadside 
taking in the country smells etc. rather 
than being shut up in the garage with all 
sorts propped against them. One fine 
Sunday this was done, but I don’t think 
they got total satisfaction, after all, they 
were not covered in mud and knocked 
against passing trees and they didn’t 
get the chance to mow down the odd 
marshal! 
 
It was while I was with these friends that 
we heard rumours that the ACTC 
committee were thinking of starting an 
alternative form of competition to help 
those who were suffering from the 
worse withdrawal symptoms. Anything I 
thought would be better than some of 
the alternatives that I had had to endure 
so far. So off we went to the start, which 
turned out to be a lovely English country 
garden. Well, I thought, at least we are 
back out in the countryside! This form of 
trial originated in the South of France in 
the 13th century and was called Paille 
Maille, better know in Victorian England 
as Croquet. It was being held on a 
beautifully mown lawn and consisted of 
a number of sections in the shape of 

14 

hoops. Each competitor selects a ball 
and large wooden mallet. At the given 
signal of the marshal, he attempts each 
section in turn. This seemed quite a 
nice pleasant way to spend a fine day, 
but then another competitor came along 
and hit my ball clean off the section, the 
sort of behaviour like I had never seen 
at any trial however rough. This can 
only be explained by the fact that 
trialling is a sport only played by well 
mannered ladies and gentleman. 
 
With a great deal of help from many 
friends, I do feel I’m getting over the 
worst of the symptoms, although now 
that some of the local footpaths have 
been re-opened, I can be occasionally 
found walking up steep parts of these 
paths making car-like noises and telling 
my passenger to bounce more. I fear a 
complete recovery will only happen 
when we can again have those 
unearthly early morning starts, get 
plastered in mud and thoroughly wet 
and cold. Things will then be well and 
truly back to normal. 

Bill and Jonathan try out the ‘alternative’ 
ACTC competition at a teashop on the 
2001 Abingdon Trial re-run. 

(Photo: Pat Toulmin) 

 
One practice run on Saturday then two timed runs almost completed the day’s One 
One practice run on Saturday then two timed runs almost completed the day’s 

TJ 5000, JB 7521 and FW 3909 allowed to take a look, from the tarmac, at Mill 
Lane on the 2001 Abingdon Trial.                                             (Photo: Pat Toulmin) 
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Shelsley Walsh 17/18 August 
2001, Centenary Weekend 
 
Never leave home without 
your Austin 7 

by Anne Whellock 
 

T im was extremely fortunate to 
get an entry to drive Dick 
Hardy’s Hardy Special III in the 
MAC Centenary Hillclimb 

Clubmans Saturday.  One hundred 
VSCC members were not so fortunate.  
So imagine his frustration when the 
supercharger on the Hardy Special blew 
a hole in itself in the paddock after 
practice on Friday.  Practice had not 
gone so well.  You really need full power 
at Shelsley Walsh and the 1100cc V twin 
Jap engine was not co-operating.  The 
glass fuel bowl had taken a knock in pre 
practice fettling and shattered itself.  
Fortunately Dick had a replacement.   Air 
was leaking out of the inner tube which 
maintains fuel tank pressure.   John 
Green’s inner tube repair kit proved 
handy.  Post practice fettling had taken 
place and the engine was to be run to 
see if any improvement could be gained 
before Saturday’s timed runs.  It was not 
to be.  Before any damage was done to 
the engine as a bolt let go from the 
supercharger everything was shut off 
and the car covered over.  The potential 
class winner was left in the paddock and 
we went off up the hill to spectate. 
 
We’re not very good at spectating.  So 
we spent the afternoon drinking tea and 
hatching a plan in order to take 
advantage of the paid entry fee. 
 
Tim had driven up Thursday evening in 
the campavan as there were rumours 
that the camping field  was getting full.  
And he wanted to be there bright and 
early for practice on Friday.  Dick had 

driven up Thursday afternoon with race 
car on trailer.   I tell you awards should 
be given for turning up because the 
logistics for getting driver, car, stuff, 
support crew and support wagons with 
all the right tickets and passes to an 
event on time are an event in 
themselves.  
 
I had driven up in our 1932 Austin 7 two 
seater Triple winning  trials car Friday 
morning.  John Green, our team mate 
from Wiveliscombe and I had met at the 
Taunton motorway roundabout  at 5.00 
a.m. and driven up to Shelsley in time for 
breakfast at 9.00 a.m.  He just about 
managed to keep up with me in his 
Sunday best 1951 Dellow.  The two cars 
were parked on the MCC stand in the 
club display area adjacent to the hill. 
 
Could we substitute our Austin 7 for the 
Hardy Special?  Off we scampered back 
down the hill to ask the MAC Secretary if 
Tim could run on Saturday in a substitute 
car.  No sooner was the answer yes than 
a scrutineer appeared from nowhere and 
off I went to pinch the Austin 7 from the 
MCC stand and take it round to the 
paddock for scrutineering.  The 
scrutineer was anxious that anything that 
might fall off should be taken off. 
 
So before we could go out to the pub for 
dinner that night  our pit crew had to 
‘undress’ the Austin 7 taking off all spare 
wheels, lights, wings, mudguards, 
windscreen.  Anything to add lightness to 
get a quicker time up the hill. The timing 
strut from the Hardy Special was fitted.   
Under 750cc sports cars don’t normally 
get a go at Shelsley.  The MAC have got 
homes to go to at the end of the day and 
can’t wait around for such little cars to 
reach the top.  So Tim will never get a 
chance to improve his Shelsley time in 
GX 5456.  This was a once in a lifetime 
occasion. 
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The MCC’s stand at the MAC’s Centenary Shelsley Walsh in August 
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Gerald Burridge celebrating his 60th birthday in the trials car at Wiscombe earlier 
in the year! 

(Photos: Derek Hibbert) 
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entertainment.  The commentators 
thought it looked a bit ‘boxy’ but a pretty 
blue colour none the less. I don’t think 
they were impressed.  I’d written 
something far more entertaining for them 
on the commentary sheet and handed it 
in to the club office but they chose not to 
use it.  An interesting, to quote the 
driver, three runs which felt more like a 
regularity as all the runs were within a 
second of each other made good 
practice for the MCC’s proposed new 
event next year.  Then back it went to 
the camping field to be dressed again 
and everything put back on in order to 
look like a trials car again for the MCC 
stand on Sunday.  At the end of the 
weekend I drove it home with John 
Green in his Dellow in front this time and 

I just managed to keep up with him for 
the four hour drive back to South 
Somerset. 
 
Always have something in reserve.  You 
never know when your Austin 7 will 
come in handy.  Oh and I almost forgot.   
I expect you’re all dying to know what 
his times were, aren’t you?  63.15, 61.00 
and 60.87.  Hardly Very Special. 
 
A good day was had by all and at least 
we took part in what was a grand 
weekend organised by the oldest club 
for cars – the Midland Automobile Club. 

Ton Up! 
 
The Midland Automobile Club has published a book celebrating their first 100 
years. Edited by Jonathan and Pat Toulmin it chronicles all of the club’s 
activities – hillclimbs (of course!), sprints, races, rallies, sporting trials, classic 
trials and various social events. Did you know the MAC organised a balloon 
race? Did you know about the  Darraq ambulance car in the 1st World War? 
 
240 pages, 180 photos (with 80 in colour) - many of them NEVER published 
before, laminated hardback with dust jacket. High quality coated paper. 
 
Full appendices, including founder members, club officials, and winners of all 
major MAC events. Index of over 700 names, including many world famous 
drivers. 
 
ONLY £15.95 (+ £6 post and packing) 
 
To order: 
Phone 01789 731332 
Fax      01789 730082 
Email   ptoulmin@motorcars.free-online.co.uk 
 
Will be on sale at the Classic Car Show on 10th –11th November at the NEC. 
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T i m  Wh el l o ck
V i n t a ge &  Sp or t s Ca r  Ser v i c es

Co m pet i t i on  P r ep a r at i on
Engines for trials, racing, hill-climbs, safety cut-out switches,

fire extinguisher installation

ACTC CRACKINGTON  CUP WINNER
MCC TRIPLE AWARD

WHY NOT LET US APPLY OUR CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING PREPARATION SKILLS
TO YOUR CAR. ALL CLASSES CATERED FOR.

Reliability brings Success

Tim Whellock 
Littlecombe Garage, Chaffcombe Road, Chard, Somerset TA20 1RR

Tel/Fax 01460 66434

 

Beetle Specialist Workshop 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NB: Although the advice is free, If that advice includes buying a product, it would be polite to buy it from us 
Stockists of Superblend Zero Lead 2000 – FBHVC Approved Lead Substitute – Will deliver to most trials 
 

Ballards Place  Eardiston  Tenbury Wells  Worcs  WR15 8JR 
Tel:  01584-881348                                          Fax:  01584-881684 

E-Mail:  BSW_HOLDINGS@COMPUSERVE.COM 

I.R.S. Conversions “Next Generation” Parts 

Spare Wheel Carriers 

T4 Engines 

Free Advice 

Carburettor Kits 

Oversize Barrels 

Restorations 
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Kineton 
by Andrew Brown 

 

A lthough Juniper might be 
considered a very obvious 
candidate for the first in this 
series, the choice of the 

comparatively little-known section of 
Kineton for the second warrants rather 
more explanation. Sometimes the 
search for historic sections is quite 
easy. It's often possible to compare a 
description in Wheelspin, a map in one 
of the pre-war copies of Light Car, and 
the current OS map, to come up with a 
pretty good idea of where a particular 
section might be. Then a visit, with old 
photographs for reference, will complete 
the research. But tracking-down Kineton 
was not that easy, by a long way! 
 
The small Cotswold village of Kineton 
sits on a minor road linking the larger 
villages of Temple Guiting and Guiting 
Power and, apart from the excellent 
'Halfway House' pub, it's only notable 
features are the two (rather deep) fords 
on an even more minor road in the 
valley to the east of the village. None of 
the climbs out of these fords appear 
steep enough to have been 'stoppers', 
even allowing for a typical 1930s 
surface, and the 1:50,000 Landranger 
map reveals no other obvious 'trials' 
tracks - not even a bridleway or a 
footpath. So how come this little village 
gave the pre-war triallers not one but 
two sections? 
 
Kineton is mentioned several times in 
both Austen May books, including a 
detailed description of the 'new version' 
of Kineton in Wheelspin and a 1947 
photograph in More Wheelspin, but 
even these were of no real help in 
locating either of the sections. I'd even 
spotted a photograph, of a car very 
obviously ascending a trials hill, hanging 

on the wall in the bar of the 'Halfway 
House' but at the time no one seemed 
to know where it had been taken so I 
was none the wiser. Tracking-down the 
two Kineton sections was becoming a 
bit of an obsession but, without any new 
information, the search was put on hold. 
 
Some years later, passing through the 
village, I noticed a new 'Public Path' 
sign pointing down a track that was not 
even marked on the Landranger map. It 
was far too narrow for a car, and I was 
tempted to drive on, but everything 
began to click into place. I drove down 
into the bottom of the valley, through 
one of the fords, then along the narrow 
lane leading to the other ford. There, 
sure enough, was the matching new 
'Public Path' sign pointing up a very 
obvious track that I had always taken to 
be a private drive. But it still wasn't 
steep enough to justify May's comments 
as to "the very real difficulty of Kineton". 
 
Not long afterwards, I happened to 
mention my ongoing search to Simon 
Woodall. "I think I've got a picture of my 
father on Kineton" he said and just a 
couple of days later the two 
photographs featured in this article 
arrived. The first picture showed, quite 
clearly, both the 'massive' gate-posts 
referred to so specifically in Wheelspin 
and, in the background, the river which 
runs through the two fords. Surely it 
must now be possible to locate the 
sections? Once again I revisited the 
village, starting in the valley and walking 
up the 'Public Path'. The track had been 
cleared since my previous visit and 
there, just as described by May, was the 
gate and the gate posts. But now there 
was also a brand-new 'Public Footpath' 
sign pointing through the gate and up 
the hill. Forcing my way up the steep 
and totally-overgrown track it was just 
about possible to make comparisons 
with the second of Simon's photographs 



21 

showing the two Woodalls on the upper 
part of the section. Kineton had been re-
discovered! 
 
History 
Donald Cowbourne lists Kineton as used 
by SUNBAC for the 'Colmore' trials of 
1929, 1930, and 1933 to 1939 inclusive, 
and for the NWLMC 'Gloucester' trials of 
1933 to 1938 inclusive, but without 
differentiating between the two sections. 
I'm also fairly certain that SUNBAC had 
used it before 1929 but whether this was 
for the motorcycle Colmore 'Cup' rather 
than the car Colmore 'Trophy', I'm not 
sure. (Donald Cowbourne is soon to 
publish his book on trials between 1919 
and 1929 which might cast more light on 
this.) In Wheelspin May states that the 
1935 'Colmore' was the first use of New 

Kineton so it is a reasonable assumption 
that all pre-war events from then on used 
the 'new' section and it was definitely 
used for the 1946 and 1947 'Colmores'. 
 
Visiting Kineton 
Neither section is marked on OS 
Landranger Map No. 163. Park 
somewhere near the 'Halfway House' on 
the main road through the village. Facing 
the front of the pub, turn right, walk along 
about 100 yards and turn left where 
signed downhill towards a ford. Go 
through the ford (there is a footbridge) 
and continue along the road parallel to 
the river turning left where there is a 
small grassed triangle.  

 

The Woodalls Bertie (driving in the cap) and Victor (passengering in the fedora) in 
Victor's Wolseley Ford special at the start of 'New Kineton' on the 1939 Colmore 
Trial. 
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As the road bears round to the right, 
approaching the other ford, you'll see 
the 'Public Path' clearly marked on the 
left. Go through the gate and over the 
river. 
 
The 'old' (pre 1935) section follows the 
public path as it bears round to the left 
and climbs between stone walls but I'm 
not sure what used to happen at the top 
- there are new houses built across the 
obvious route and the current track is 
very narrow. The 'new' (post 1935) 
section "branches off to the right 
immediately at the foot of the hill ... 
entered at rather an awkward angle 
through a gate." (May's 1935 
description is still accurate.) The now-

signed, but overgrown, footpath climbs 
steeply to a tarmaced road. At the top of 
both sections you're back on the main 
road through the village within sight of 
the pub. 
 
This is the second in an occasional 
series of articles on historic trials 
sections published on Andrew Brown's 
web site at 
http://freespace.virgin.net/andrew.k-
brown/motoring/mhome.htm 
 
With many thanks to Simon Woodall for 
providing both the original photographs. 

 
The Woodalls further up the section on the 1939 Colmore Trial. Unfortunately we 
don't have a record as to whether they were on their way to a 'clean' or a 'fail'. 
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Insurance for competitors by competitors 
 

We can insure any competition car for: 
 

 Road use 
 (even for Classic Trials vehicles) 
 

 On event accident 
 

 Personal injury 
 

 Service vehicles 
 including spares and tools 

 

TEL: 0115 941 5255 
FAX: 0115 941 5215 

 

For further information contact Richard 
Egger, Tracey Saucedo or Nik Kershaw 

 

www.competition-car-insurance.co.uk 
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Candidi Provocatores and all 
that 

by Roger Ugalde 
 
Many of the 'older' motoring enthusiasts 
or the younger 'anoraks?', (I probably fall 
somewhere in between) will know what 
an Allard J1 and Ballamy suspension is, 
also the history of the Candidi 
Provocatores team name, and A.G.(Goff) 
Imhof will be as well known a name to 
them as Michael Schumaker and Colin 
McRae is to today's motoring devotees. 
 
The development of the Allard marque 
began in the 1930s when Sidney Allard 
AMIAE MIMT, an engineer and garage 
proprietor in London began building 
'Allard Specials', (these are now 
extremely rare and sought after cars)  
and were offered with V8 or V12 engines 
and advertised as “The Car That Will Go 
Anywhere“.  Sidney - The Guv'nor, even 
attempted climbing Ben Nevis in the first 
Allard Special, his own V8 powered car, 
CLK 5. In true trialling manner, he drove 
the car home after barrel - rolling it down 
the mountain!. OK, so there was an 
1100cc Allard Special entered in the 
MCC Exeter and Lands End Trials in the 
early 1930s which apparently retired on 
each occasion, but you have to start 
somewhere!. 
 
Pre-war, the Allard Specials were quite 
successful in most disciplines of motor 
sport and attracted the useful drivers of 
the day into the cockpit. Look through 
any of the motoring publications of the 
time and invariably, Allard will be a 
recurring name in the FTD, Outright or 
Gold summaries. 
 
The war years saw Sidney's works 
modifying and repairing mainly Ford 
Military vehicles for the cause, and in 
1946 when the conflict ended, he was 
well set up with virtually unlimited spares 
to commence building the Allard car. 

The white V8 car that you may have seen 
on the hills in recent years was indeed 
the first Allard car to be so badged, and 
was one of the twelve short chassis 
competition cars known as J1s. All the J 
prefixes were competition cars, the J2 
and J2X  (even Dick Barton, Special 
Agent had one of those) quickly followed.     
 
Our J1, chassis no. J1 106 and registered 
KLD 5 has been in the guise as now seen 
since 1947 but on her original registration 
date of 28th. August 1946, she was 
registered HLP 5. The owner and driver 
of the car was Godfrey Imhof, a London 
entrepreneur who owned the HMV (His 
Master's Voice) shop in Oxford Street 
amongst other business interests. (Could 
the Allard Motor Company have been 
another?.)     
 
One of the first outings of J1 106 was the 
Cavalcade to the Continent as the Allard 
factory demonstrator. During the trip, 
Imhof and his wife Nina heard of a 
concourse d'elegance at Ostend and 
made a quick dash from Paris to the 
Belgian event and after a quick clean and 
polish of the J1 at a local garage, duly 
paraded the sparkling Allard in front of 
the panel of judges. One particular judge 
was most attracted to the then smooth 
lines of the car and it was duly awarded 
the Grand Prix and Silver Cup. Imhof was 
offered some two and a half times the 
basic price of a J1 for the car, but she 
meant far more to him than the extra 
francs, and he had other more interesting 
plans for the car. Who was the judge and 
gent so interested in the J1?. None other 
than the eminent entertainer Maurice 
Chevalier. 
 
The next stop for the J1 was a hill climb 
in Switzerland held on the Majola Pass, a 
climb of some 7 miles embracing 30 
hairpins and raising 6,000 feet. The 
normally aspirated Allard was not 
particularly suited to such conditions and 
could only manage 12th place.  
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On returning to England the J1 was 
prepared for the forthcoming trials season 
and together with Ken Burgess and Jim 
Appleton driving similar cars, the Candidi 
Provocatores team name was revitalised. 
The 'White Challengers' name was 
carried by Singer and MG pre-war. The 
other Allard team at the time was the 
'Tailwaggers' and driven by Hutchison, 
Warburton and Price.  
 
Following a successful trials season, the 
car was then prepared for the 'Grand 
Rallye de Lisboa' to be held in May 1947. 
Some 173 cars were entered for the 
Portuguese Rally and partnered by Ken 
Hutchison, Imhof and the now 3.9 litre 
supercharged J1 set off  to his chosen 
start at Brussels for the 1600 mile high 
speed chase through Paris, Bordeaux, 
San Sebastian and Oporto to Lisbon. 
Keeping a steady 70 to 80 mph, the white 
Allard won the event outright securing the 
Premier Cup and a cheque for £300!.  
Two further sprint tests in Lisbon saw the 
J1 record the fastest two runs of the 
whole entry. 
 
High from his victory in Portugal, Imhof 
was intent on improving his 12th position 
in the previous year's Majola hill climb 
and complete with Dunlop racing tyres, a 
powerful Marshall-Nordec supercharger 
and huge cooling fan, the J1 again set off 
to Switzerland. This time, Imhof 
completed the course in 8 mins. 57.2 
secs. establishing a new sports car 
record for the hill. 
 
Towards the end of 1947, the J1 had lost 
most of her concourse bodywork and was 
now a true mudplugger but following a 
heavy coming together with a stone wall 
on a trial in Derbyshire, the car was 
returned to the Allard works and re-
bodied as she is today with cycle type 
wings and a light aluminium body and for 
some reason, was re-registered KLD 5. 
Some material gain for Mr. Allard one 
presumes. 
 

The success of the J1 Allards in trialling 
was unparalled and the governing body 
of the sport decided that rules needed to 
be changed to give other competitors a 
more sporting chance. (Where have I 
heard that before?).  Imhof was never 
one to bow to authority and when the 
rules were not to his liking, he would 
modify the car to the extreme and at one 
point there was a further 3' 6" overhang 
at the back with an extra seat for another 
bouncer. When this poor chap did 
bounce, the front of the car would lift a 
couple of feet off the ground but this did 
not deter Imhof in his quest to reach the 
summit - the supercharger would still be 
screaming and the valves bouncing!.    
 
The car was finally retired by Imhof in 
1949 (she was still less than 3 years old), 
mildly trialled for a couple of years then 
passed through a few hands until Gay 
Greenwell bought her in 1988. We 
borrowed her from Gay in 1992 to drive in 
the Allard 40th Anniversary Monte Carlo 
Run (to celebrate Sidney Allard's outright 
win in the 1952 Monte Carlo Rally) and 
after a 2,500 mile test drive, we bought 
her. 
 
We have tried to keep the car much as 
she was in 1947 but we have succumbed 
to radial tyres. The Achilles heel of the J1 
is the Ford pre-war, 3 speed, top change 
gearbox, but we have one spare in the 
garage. At 13 mpg, the 34 gallon tank is 
useful but when there's only about 10 
gallons sloshing around in the bottom, it's 
time to fill up again. 
 
I hope the next time you see a white 
Allard with red wings and Candidi 
Provocatores, Driver A.G.Imhof  and No.1 
Team Car written on the side of it just as 
it was in the 1940s, you may be a little 
wiser to the history of this unique motor 
car. 
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MARKET 
PLACE 

 
SPARES FOR SALE 
Escort/Anglia differential 4.1:1 ratio 
Anglia back axle, half shafts, back 
plates 
Hillman Minx 15” wheel Ford bolt 
pattern 
MG Midget wire wheel half shafts, 
front adapters and spinners – 
excellent condition 
Silly offers from time wasters 
welcome 
Derek Chatto 01773  853635 
 
FOR SALE 
Class 7 Baja Beetle (red). Well known 
on the ACTC circuit in recent years. 
This vehicle is very competitive, 
including 3 Triples to its name. Fully 
trials prepared, 1642cc engine,  twin 
choke Weber carburettor, pressure 
boost oil kit, external heavy duty oil 
cooler, 8 planet  gear diff with heavy 
duty 
side 
plate, 
full 

sprung over shock absorbers, plated 
floor pan, full roll cage, rally seats, 
light weight doors with Perspex 
windows. To include the following 
spares : 5 brand new Hankook tyres, 
19 good part used tyres, 4 custom 
white five spoke wheels, diff, 
suspension and two full weight doors. 
£3,000. 
Please phone 01837 810528 (Devon) 
or 07970 416570 for further 
information. Jason Collins. 
 
FOR SALE 
Simple and economical entry to class 
8. Bond special, Equipe chassis with 
Beetle 1300cc engine and box. 2 
seater alloy on steel body with 
weather gear. Tax exempt. Has been 
standing around  for several years 
since the VW back end was fitted. In 
previous incarnation, with BMC 
engine and box which kept breaking, 
gained MCC Golds and sundry other 
awards. Come and trailer it away. I 
will haggle around £400. Roger Pole 
01409 221507. SEE BELOW 
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What I did with my summer off… 
by Julia Browne 

 
We still have vivid memories of how we 
struggled in the mud on the Exmoor 
Clouds in 2000,  with the damned bikes 
stalling and refusing to start, lying down 
and refusing to get up again.  It was this 
that made us think that however the 
XR600 resident in our stable was going to 
behave on trials, it could hardly be any 
worse than an ancient and crabby XL500.  
We had both used it for green laning 
during the previous year and found it a real 
buzz, but it ran a bit lumpy (still does, if I’m 
honest) and has a tendency to stall without 
warning.  On the plus side, it’s lighter than 
the old XL (what isn’t?) and it handles. 
 

The inaugural outing ‘in anger’ on the 
Exmoor Trial in January wasn’t an 
unqualified success – poor tyre choice and 
load of pilot error – but the brute behaved 
very politely.  Then came FMD, the whole 
year was abandoned and we really had a 
chance to catch our breath and decide 
what we wanted to replace the old XLs 
with.  The vote went very much in favour of 
a brace of electric start Serows – light and 
manageable with a nice seat-height - so it 
was inevitable that we’d bring home a 
second XR600. 
 

Living in the Hot Zone FMD-wise we put in 
a lot of road mileage on the new beast.  It 
is only now, as some restrictions have 
been lifted that we have found a handful of 
‘open’ tracks, and have been able to hit the 
dirt for an odd couple of hours.  They are 
everything we had hoped – pussycats if 
ridden tactfully and utterly unforgiving if 
pushed hard.  They have playful moments 
when they lie down and pin you to other 
bikes just for a laugh, and sometimes they 
lose all interest in starting.  I don’t really 
think we’ve moved forwards at 
all.However, with no trials going on, we 
managed to go on holiday for the first time 
since our oldest cat was a kitten – and the 
oldest cat is dead now!  We took our road 
bike, a GPz750 to the Isle of Man for the 
TT week and had a great time getting 

blown into the weeds by wild young men 
on race-replicas.  Which isn’t to say that 
they could always get past a broadsiding 
GPz. In fact, our 2-up cornering technique 
had a lot in common with the way Mike 
Crocker rides his Wasp… 
 

My old XL500 was sold to a girl in North 
Devon, whose husband rides pre-65 
scrambles.   It was worse than selling an 
old horse; when I rode it into the garden for 
inspection I told Mike that we were selling 
the wrong one.  It had started third kick 
after seven weeks in the garage and 
pottered amiably up the garden path, and I 
was sure it could just sit in the garage and 
not eat anything…  But what do I need with 
a twenty-year old bike with a bent frame 
anyway?  (Only kidding, Broomer, Mike’s is 
the one with the bent frame…) 
 

Mike’s XL spent a few months with the 
XRs, boring them rigid with its rambling 
fairy-stories of how it won the ISDE in 1981 
when it was new and how Real Bikes have 
Two Shocks etc, so we were forced to sell 
him as well.  And with positively indecent 
haste, one hour to be exact, we replaced 
him with a dear little DR350 in the belief 
that, now and again, it might be nice to ride 
something which doesn’t give you the evil 
eye the moment you open the garage 
door.  Well, it isn’t that nice and the DR 
completely lacks the “wow” factor – or, in 
the case of the XRs, the “Oh-my-god-I’m-
going-to-die-horribly” factor.  But it’s easy 
to ride & doesn’t fight back. 
 

So now it looks as though there may be an 
Exmoor Clouds on the horizon.  Quite co-
incidentally, we rode down the Clouds 
section, Port Lane (Bury) on one of our 
little rideouts the other week, and it’s so 
gullied out that we had to paddle and push 
all the way down.  The plan was to trickle 
down and then ride up, but we didn’t 
bother. I look at Port Lane and can’t 
imagine ever getting up it under any 
circumstances or with any machinery.  It’s 
just one of those sections.  So – Exmoor 
Clouds? - where I came in……. ? 
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Hello Everyone, 
 

H aving been "persuaded" by 
Simon Woodall to stand for 
the job of Class 7 Co-
ordinator, ( I'm in doubt as to 

whether I'll ever get proper use of my 
arm back again ), and subsequently 
being voted on to the ACTC committee, 
(by a gang of your representatives who 
seemed relieved it wasn't them), I was 
then informed that I should introduce 
myself officially to you all, so here 
goes ! 
 
I was born and raised a Cornishman, 
(oh no, not another they cry ), so it was 
inevitable that I should have grown up 
with Easter meaning spectating at 
Bluehills on Saturday then 
Trengwainton hillclimb on Sunday and 
Sprinting at St. Eval on Monday, (or 
were those two the other way around )? 
 
Finishing college and getting married 
meant I needed a job, and as my 
training was in electronics that meant a 
move to the UK's equivalent of silicone 
valley in 1970, more commonly known 
as Hertfordshire. Whilst at college I had 
always tinkered with my own and my 
friends cars, and an interest in cars and 
competition led me to join my new 
"local" club which was of course Falcon 
MC, which in turn of course had certain 
other "ex-patriot" Cornishmen by the 
surname Tucker-Peake. 
 
It was at this time that I acquired my first 
kit-car, a bright chromatic yellow 1962 
Elva Courier, which I campaigned in 
autotests & sprints, ( although the 
desire to build a car originated when the 
Ginetta G 15 kit was released circa 
1969, and I still think it's a cracking little 
car ). 
 
My active participation in classic trials 
started in the late 70's and early 80's 
when I was invited to become 

navigator / bouncer   for a certain Neil 
Bray in "Primrose", a vehicle which 
many will know and which has plenty of 
history from the 50's.  Also at this time 
my brother had a small holding at Zelah 
which had a "lane" that was used yearly 
by the boys doing the Cornish "End-to-
End" trial. 
  
Now "Tuck" (and Betty) were doing 
Clerk of the Course for The Lands End 
at this time and after a chat Tuck 
remembered that the lane had been 
used years previously, so after an 
introduction and a couple of visits, 
"Zelah Lane" was back in the Lands 
End route card, although only for bikes 
due to insufficient holding  area for cars 
if someone got stuck. Funny how life’s 
little circles go sometimes, isn't it ? 
 
Family and business commitments took 
me out of classic trials for a few years,  
but then I bounced for Neil again in late 
'91, and for Mike Leete in '92 and early 
'93 and that was it , I was hooked again 
but this time with a desire to drive and 
to introduce Matt, my son, to the 
excitement, camaraderie, scenery, and 
sheer pleasure that is just part of what 
we all derive from our sport. 
 
Class 4 was selected as probably the 
most cost effective entry point, and I 
bought E 103 XBH, the white Skoda 
which we campaigned from the '93 
Edinburgh through many ACTC events, 
including also Falcon PCT's and the 
club's Autotest championship each year, 
'till the 2000 Lands End. 
 
I had always maintained my interest in 
kit cars and for several years had told 
Mike Furse that when he was ready to 
sell-on his little yellow Tempest, I would 
be interested. This he did in '98 and I 
took up his offer, however, previously  in 
January '95 whist signing-on at 
Cirencester for the Exeter, I had been 
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fascinated by a small hand-built special 
in the style of a "classic sporting car" 
that was beside me in the queue for 
scrutineering. 
  
I got chatting to the driver who had 
designed and constructed it himself and  
was going to launch it as a 
commercially available kit a couple of 
months later at the London Classic 
Motor Show at Alexandra Palace. 
 
I saw the car on several later MCC 
Classics, and kept seeing it at 
successive kit-car shows, and liked it so 
much  that eventually I just had to give 
in and order one in January 2000. 
Which kit is it ? Well you know already 
don't you, it's a Liege, and I'll bet you 
can't guess what colour it is !! 
 

What happened to our trusty Skoda?
Well she's still active but in Cumbria 
now in the hands of Chris Veevers, who 
I know has done some autotesting and 
at least one Classic in her, so she's still 
being used in the best possible way !! 
 
That's about it from me this time, I hope 
to see you out there on the hills when 
we get through the current Foot & 
Mouth epidemic, I know it's been a bit of 
a bummer not being able to do the 
events we all love and enjoy, but If 
anyone deserves our support right now 
it's the farming community who support 
us in our events under normal 
circumstances. 
 
All the best, 
 
Simon Robson 

 

MG Car Club Autumn Trial 2001 at Burton Dassett, Above: trial winner  Peter 
Manning, who also won the Allen Trophy for Best MG.           (Photo: Paul Hipkiss) 

30 

2002 Motorcycle Championship Guidelines  
 
With effect from January 1st 2002 riders will not be 
required to register in order to participate in the 
motorcycle championships.  Each rider will be 
automatically awarded points dependant upon their 
finishing position within their class for each event that 
they complete. Riders will be responsible for sourcing 
their own regulations for each event;  ACTC will publicise 
the events widely.  Riders may register to receive 
‘Restart’ magazine if required. 
 

Championships and scoring 
There will be two championships – The Pouncy League 
for solos, and the Red Rose Bowl for sidecars and three-wheelers.  Riders will 
score 10 points for a class win, then 9, 8, 7….. down to 2 points for ninth place in 
class.  Every other rider who completes the event will be awarded a single point.  
MCC events will be scored at 10 points for a Gold or higher award, 6 for a Silver 
and 3 for a Bronze.  At the end of the year a rider’s best nine scores will decide his 
championship position.  Ties will be resolved by the engine size of the bike used 
most frequently by a rider, the smaller engine prevailing, and then by the number of 
class wins recorded if a second resolution is required.  Points for MCC events will 
only be awarded to riders who have participated in at least one other event. 
 

Classes 
The recommended class structure is as follows: 
 
A1 Single cylinder solo motorcycles up to 225cc 
A2 Single cylinder solo motorcycles from 226cc to 400cc 
B Single cylinder solo motorcycles of 401cc and over 
C Solo motorcycles of British manufacture, engine and frame 
D Solo motorcycles with multi-cylinder engines 
E Motorcycles with sidecars to ACU trials dimensions (rear track 0.8 to 1.1m) 
F Three-wheelers, which may be driven by two front or one rear wheel only. 
 
There is no compulsion on clubs to use the above definitions;  if a different structure 
is chosen championship points will be determined by finishing positions within 
whatever class pattern is used.  However the scoring will be against the class 
structure as published in the Supplementary regulations – any on-event class 
amalgamating will be ’un-amalgated’ for scoring purposes. 
 

Championship calendar 
Will follow as soon as it is finalised – there will probably be 15 qualifying events. 
 

Rider eligibility 
It is confirmed that a rider must belong to a club that falls within the invited list for an 
event, and if that is an ACU centre list then it must be a club within that centre. 
 
Richard Dawe 
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NON 
Championship 
Chat 
 
 

D ue to the foot and mouth 
epidemic it has been decided 
that for the year 2001 the 
various ACTC championships 

will be abandoned. I am sure everyone 
will understand that with only two full 
rounds counting, (plus the Exeter) the 
championships would be a little farcical 
to say the least.  
 
The discussion was first raised in May 
when the council concluded that it 
would still run if at all possible, but as 
things have not improved it seemed the 
sensible option. The question of 
returning part of the championship 
registration fee was also discussed. 
However bearing in mind there are still 
four full copies of restart published this 
year, plus costs incurred providing 
labels for events even though they 
didn’t then take place, membership 
cards for the year and other 
miscellaneous stationary and 
administration charges, it doesn’t leave 
much to hand back. Anyone who has 
ever looked at the ACTC accounts will 
see how their subscription only just 
covers the outgoings. If you don’t agree 
however please feel free to ring me and 
I will be happy to discuss it further. 
 
It isn’t all doom and gloom however with 
confidence high for all events to run 
next year, and with new trials potentially 
taking place in 2002 and 2003.  
 
 

 
I hope everyone has enjoyed the 
enforced break all the same, and fingers 
crossed we’ll all be back to compete in 
2002. 
 
The registration form for next year 
should have come with this copy of 
Restart. Please don’t delay in sending it 
back. Last year we had to send out a 
second copy which only adds to the 
overall costs of running the 
championship. You can of course also 
obtain the form from the official ACTC 
website. 
 
On an administration point please note 
that my address has now changed. 
Please forward any correspondence to: 
 
“Bluehills” 
11 Haygrove Close 
Warminster 
Wiltshire 
BA12 8SL 
 
The new telephone number is 01985 
214861. 
 
Hope to see you all out again on the 
Exeter. 
 
Regards, 
 
Giles 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

DATE EVENT CLUB STATUS 
18th November Bodmin Camel Vale  
2002    
4th January  Exeter MCC Championship  
20th January Clee Hills MAC Championship  
27th January Exmoor North Devon Championship  
3rd February Cotswold Clouds Stroud & District ACTC Invite 
10th February Launceston L&NCMC  
24th February Chairman’s Trophy Holsworthy  
10th March Camel Heights Camel Vale  
10th March  Murray’s March Hare Falcon ACTC Invite 
16th March Northern Fellside Championship  
29th March Lands End MCC Championship  
21st April Kyrle Ross & District Championship  
4th May Kimber MGCC  
5th May  MCC/MAC Brooklands Centenary Event  
11th/12th May Anniversary Trial Stroud & District  
28-30th May 1,000 mile Trial MCC  
14th July Testing Trial MCC  
15th September Taw & Torridge Holsworthy Championship  
22nd September Exe Valley Crash Box Championship  
5th October Edinburgh MCC Championship  
12th October Ebworth Stroud & District ACTC Invite 
20th October Exmoor Clouds Minehead Championship  
27th October Tamar L&NCMC Championship  
3rd November Tarka North Devon ACTC Invite 
17th November Bodmin Camel Vale  
24th November Hardy Woolbridge Championship  
1st December Allen BMC&LCC Championship  
8th December Camel Classic Camel Vale Championship  
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